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ADVERTISEMENT. 



In reprinting these volumes, considerable care has been taken to 
select the best copies of the respective commentators, and to make 
every other improvement calculated to render the present edition 
superior to former impressions of the work. While the sheets were 
passing through the press, my attention was occupied, principally, 
in examining the learned quotations; and, I may confidently 
affirm, that numerous errors have been removed : those which 
have escaped observation, will, I trust, prove of an unimportant 
description, and obtain that indulgence usually afforded by those, 
who are aware of the difficulties always incident to the mechanism 
of the press. — I avail, myself of this opportunity to express my 
favourable opinion of the general execution of the publication, 
which, from typographical neatness and accuracy, will, I am 
persuaded, be entitled to approbation. — It is a matter of pious 
congratulation, that, while writings of the most pernicious tendency 
are circulated with a lamentable and alarming industry, there exists 
a disposition to encourage others admirably adapted to counteract 
their contagious influence : — among those of the latter descrip- 
tion, the excellent Commentary and Paraphrase, now presented to 
the public, will not fail, it is hoped, to maintain their long-established 
pre-eminence. 

J. R. PITMAN, M. A. 

YOUNG STREET, KENSINGTON, 
November, 1821. 
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PREFACE. 



-HAVING been persuaded to put together some 
scattered notes, which I long ago made upon several 
places of Holy Scripture,' I began the last year to 
consider some texts in the Book of Genesis. Where 
I soon found there would be a necessity of making 
an entire commentary, upon a good part of it : and 
therefore I resolved to go through the whole, in the 
same manner as I had done the three first chapters. 

After I had finished the better half of my work, I 
was informed that Mons. le Clerc had published a 
Critical Commentary upon the same Book : but 
whether I have concurred in any thing with* him, 
or contradicted him, I am not able to say ; having 
wanted leisure to peruse his work, by reason of the 
public business, which came upon me in the end of 
the year : when I likewise understood, that a very 
learned friend and brother had put into the press, 
Annotations upon all the five books of Moses. But 
by communicating some of our papers to each other, 
we found there would be no reason that either of us 
should lay aside our design; but go on, in our seve- 
ral ways, to make the Scriptures better understood, 
by all sorts of persons: for all helps are little enough 
in this age ; which seems to take pleasure in being 
ignorant of the most important truths. 

In which we are so particularly instructed by 
Moses, as by no other author, nor by all the authors 
that are, or have been known to be, extant in the 
world. For to him we owe the knowledge of the 
beginning of the world ; of the first parents of man- 
kind ; the inventors of arts ; the original of nations ; 
the founders of kingdoms'and empires; the institu- 
tion of laws; the fountain of religious rites; yea, of 
all the ancient mythology; and, which is most con- 
siderable, the means of propagating that sense of 
God and of religion, which mankind brought into 
the world with them ; and how it came to be cor- 
rupted. 

There have been those who have taken the liberty 
to say, that it is impossible to give any tolerable ac- 
count of the creation of the world, in six days; of 
the situation of Paradise ; the fall of our first parents, 
by the seduction of a serpent, &c. But I hope I 
have made it appear, there is no ground for such 
presumptuous words : but very good reason to be- 
lieve every thing that Moses hath related : without 
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forsaking the literal sense, and betaking ourselves to, 
I know not what, allegorical interpretations. Par- 
ticularly, I find the truth of what I have noted con- 
cerning Paradise very much confirmed by a learned 
and judicious discourse of Mons. Huetius ; which I 
did not meet withal till I had made an end of these 
Commentaries : but then took a review of what I had 
written, and found cause to correct what 1 had noted 
out of Mr. Carver, concerning the spring of Tigris 
and Euphrates. I might also have given a clearer 
account of the deluge,' if I had observed some things 
which are come to my notice since these papers 
went to the press : but I hope I have said enough 
to evince that it is not so incredible, as some have 
pretended. For, having made the largest conces- 
sions concerning the height of the highest moun- 
tains, which, according to the old opinion, I have 
allowed may be thirty miles high, Gen. vii. 19. 
(whereas if, instead of thirty, I had said not above 
three perpendicular, I had had the best of the modem 
philosophers to defend me), it appears there might 
be water enough to cover the loftiest of them; as 
Moses hath related. 

Whose account of the families by whom the earth 
was peopled after the flood, is so surprisingly agree- 
able to all the records that remain in any language, 
of the several nations of the earth; that it carries 
with it an uncontrollable evidence of his sincerity 
and truth, as well as of his admirable universal know- 
ledge. For, as there is no writer that hath given us 
an account of so many nations, and so remote, as he 
hath done: so he hath not satisfied himself with 
naming them ; but acquainted us with their origi- 
nal ; and told us at what time, and from what place, 
and on what occasion, they were dispersed into far 
distant countries. And this with such brevity, that 
he hath informed us of more -in one chapter, than we 
can find in the great volumes of all other authors : 
having shewn us from whom all those people de- 
scended, who are spread over the face of the earth, 
from the Caspian and Persian sea, to Hercules' pil- 
lars (as the ancients speak); that is, all the world over. 

In short, whatsoever is most ancient in those 
countries, which are farthest from all commerce with 
his own, is clearly explained by Moses: whose wri- 
tings therefore cannot but be highly valued, by all 
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those who will apply their minds seriously to the 
study of them. For if they, who now have no regard 
to him, would but compare what he hath written on 
the forenamed subject, with what they find in those 
heathen writers, whom they have in the greatest 
veneration, they would be forced to confess him to 
be a man of wonderful understanding; and could not 
reasonably doubt he had an exact knowledge of* the 
truth of those things whereof he wrote. To this pur- 
pose, I remember, the famous Bochartus speaks ; 
who hath given the greatest light to the tenth of 
-Genesis, wherein these things are delivered. 

And truly, it is some wonder, that they who so 
much cry up the Egyptian learning, should not easily 
grant (unless they will believe all historians but only 
those whom we account sacred), that Moses must 
needs be qualified, even without the hejp of Divine 
revelation (which he certainly had), to write both of 
their original, and of all those who were related to 
them: being bred up in their country ; nay, in their 
court, till he was forty years old ; and well versed in 
all the wisdom that was to be found among them, Acts 
vii. 22. Which wisdom of theirs, I doubt not, was 
much augmented by Abraham's living among them, 



(as I have observed upon xiii. 2.) but especially by 
Joseph's long government of fnat country, for the 
space of eight years : who was endued with such an 
incomparable spirit, that the wisest men among them 
learnt of him; for he taught their senators wisdom, 
Psal. cv. 22. And, in like manner, Moses lived 
forty years more among the Midianites, where, it ap- 
pears by Jethro, there wanted not persons of great 
knowledge. And from thence he might easily be in- 
structed in all that the Arabians knew : who were no 
mean people (it appears by the story of Job and his 
three friends, and Elihu, who is supposed by some 
to have wrote that admirable book), and were near 
neighbours to the most famous nations of the eastern 
countries: from whom, it is evident by this history, 
all learning, arts, and sciences, originally came. 

I could add a great deal more tb this purpose; 
but the reader, I hope, will find enough to satisfy 
him in the Commentary itself. And therefore I shall 
only make this one request to him — that he would 
take his Bible, and read every verse entirely along 
with this Commentary : for I have not. set down 
every word of the text, for fear of swelling this work 
to too great a bulk. 
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BESIDES THE PARAPHRASE AND COMMENTARY, THIS WORK CONTAINS, 



First, A PREFACE to the Reader, being a discourse concerning the 
genealogy of St. Luke, and the Cainan mentioned in it. 

Secondly, A General Preface, proving the truth and Divine authority of 
the Scriptures .of the New Testament, and the certainty of the 
Christian faith. 

Thirdly, A Preface to the Four Gospels, proving that they only ought to 
be received, and that they have been handed down to us uncor- 
rupted ; and inquiring, whether the Gospel of St. Matthew was ori- 
ginally written in Hebrew or in Greek. 

Fourthly, A General Preface to the Epistles, proving the truth and cer- 
tainty of the Christian faith. 

With Nine other Prefaces, viz. 

I. To the Gospel of St. Mark, 

II. To the Gospel of St Luke, 

Asserting their authority, and Divine assistance in the writing 
of them. 

III. To the Gospel of St. John, shewing, that the apostle was the true 
author of that Gospel, and when he writ it : with a Postscript, proving, 

First, That the descent of the Holy Ghost on our Saviour, men- 
tioned John i. 33. was the same with the descent of the Holy 
Ghost on him at his baptism. 

Secondly, That he did not begin his private ministry as to preach- 
ing, baptizing, and working miracles, long before his own baptism. 

Thirdly, That the Passovers during his ministry were only four. 

IV. To the Acts of the Apostles, shewing, that they contain an evident 
demonstration of the truth of the Christian faith. 

V. To the First Epistle to tho Corinthians, asserting the resurrection of 
the same body thatdieth, and answering the objections against it. 

VI. To the Epistle to the Galatians, concerning tho nature of faith, 
and touching justification by faith. 

VII. To the Second Epistle to the Thcssalonians, concerning the man 
of sin. 

VIII. To the Epistle to Titus, concerning the episcopal jurisdiction 
of Timothy and Titus, and the succession of bishops in all Christian 
churches. 

IX. To the Epistle of St. John, inquiring, whether this proposition, 
That Jcsns is the Christ, be all that is necessary to bo believed to 
justification, or to make a member of Christ's church and body. 



And Seventeen Appendixes, viz, 

I. An Appendix to the second chapter of St. Matthew, concerning the 
import of that phrase, 'iva TrXrjpwQy , that it might be fulfilled. 
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Digitized by Microsoft® 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 







Digitized by Microsoft® 



COMMENTARY 



UPON 



THE FIRST BOOK OF MOSES, 



CALLED 



GENESIS. 



XHAT Moses wrote this and the four following books 
hath been so constantly believed, both by Jews, Christians, 
and heathens, that none, I think, denied it, till Aben Ezra 
(a Jewish doctor, who lived not much above five hundred 
years ago) raised some doubts about it, in his Notes upon 
the First of Deuteronomy, out of twelve passages in these 
books themselves : which he pretended could not be his, 
but the words of a later author. But when I meet with 
those places, I shall make it appear, that all such excep- 
tions are very frivolous, and ought not to shake our belief 
of this truth, that these five books were penned by Moses, 
and nobody else. 

The first is called Genesis, because it contains the his- 
tory of the creation of the world, with which it begins ; 
and the genealogy of the patriarchs, down to the death of 
Joseph, where it ends. It comprehends a history of two 
thousand three hundred and sixty-nine years, or there- 
abouts : the truth of all which it was not difficult for Moses 
to know, because it came down to his time through but a 
very few hands. For from Adam to Noah, there was one man 
(Methuselah) who lived so long as to see them both. And 
so it-was from Noah to Abraham: Shem conversed with 
both. As Isaac did with Abraham and Joseph ; from whom 
these things might easily be conveyed to Moses, by Am- 
ram, who lived long enough with Joseph. In short, Moses 
might have been confuted, if he had written any thing but 
the truth, by learned men of other nations, who sprang 
from the same Toot, and had the like means of being ac- 
quainted with the great things here reported by tradition 
from their forefathers ; who lived so long in the beginning 
of the world, that they more certainly transmitted things 
to their posterity. Besides, it is not reasonable to think, 
they had not the use of writing as we have, whereby they 
conveyed the knowledge of times foregoing to those that 
came after. 



CHAP. I. 

Ver. 1. AN the beginning.'] The world is not eternal, but 
had a beginning, as all philosophers acknowledged before 

VOL. 1. 



Aristotle. So he himself informs us, (lib. I. de Coelo, cap. 2. 
speaking of the ancient opinions concerning the original of 

the WOrld) TevSfiwov jih olv airavrtg etvat <f>a<rtv, they all say 

it had a beginning: but some thought it might have no 
end; others judged it to be corruptible. 

God created.] He who is eternal gave a being to this 
great fabric of heaven and earth, out of nothing. It is* 
observed by Eusebius, (in the beginning of his book De 
Praepar. Evang. p. 21. 25. Edit. Paris.) that neither the 
ancient historians, nor the philosophers, do so much as 
mention God, ovdk fti^pt ovojjlcltoc ; no, not so far as to name 
him, when they write of the beginning of the world. But 
this Divine lawgiver, designing to hang the whole frame of 
his polity upon piety towards God, and to make the Crea- 
tor of all the founder of his laws, begins with him. Not 
after the manner of the Egyptians and Phoenicians, who 
bestowed this adorable name upon a great multitude : but 
he puts in the front of his work the name of the sole 
Cause of all things, the Maker of whatsoever is seen or un- 
seen. As if he had told the Hebrew nation, that he who 
gave them the law contained in these books was the King 
and Lawgiver of the whole world ; which was, like a great 
city, governed by him. Whom therefore he would have 
them look upon, not only as the enacter of their laws; hut 
of those also which all nature obeys. See lib. vii. de Pras- 
par. Evang. cap. 9, 10; and lib. xii. cap. 16. 

The heaven and the earth.] The Hebrew particle eth 
put beforo both heaven and earth, signifies as much as 
with, if Maimonides understdod it aright ; and makes the 
sense to be this: lie created the heavens with all things in 
the heavens, and the earth with all things in the earth; as 
his words are in More Nevochim, p. ii. cap. 30. Certain 
it is, these two words, heaven and earth, comprehend the 
whole visible world. Some would have the angels com- 
prehended in the word heaven; as particularly Epiphanius, 
(Hseres.lxv.n.45.)&/ia ovpavy kol yy "AyyfXoi eKTivStjvav.JSut 

others of the fathers are of a different opinion, as Petavius 
observes. It is a pretty conceit of Theophilus Aritioche- 
nus, (lib. ii. ad Autolycum) that the heavens are mentioned 
before the earth, to shew that God's works are not like 
our*s ; for he begins at the top, we at the bottom: that is, 

B 
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A COMMENTARY 



[chap. I. 



he first made the fixed stars and all beyond them, (so I take 
the word heaven here to signify) for they had a beginning, 
as well as this lower world, though they do not seem to be 
comprehended in the six days' work, which relates only to 
this planetary world, as I may call it, which hath, the sun 
for its centre. And thus Philo understood the first word be- 
reschith, in the beginning, to respect the order wherein 
things were created. God began his creation with the 
heavens, as the most noble body, and then proceeded to the 
earth; an account of which follows. 

Ver.2. And the earth was tvithout form, &c] Some con- 
nect this verse with the foregoing, by translating the first 
verse in this manner : lllien God first created, or began to 
create, the heaven and the earth, the earth was without 
form, &c. That is, at first he only created a rude matter of 
those things, which afterwards were fashioned as wc now 
see them. 

Without form.] A confused, indigested heap, without 
any order or shape. 

And void.] Having no beasts, nor trees, nor herbs, nor 
anything else, wherewith we now behold it adorned. 

So these two words, tohu vabohu, are used in Scrip- 
ture, where we meet with them (which is not often) for con- 
fusion and emptiness, (Isa. xxxiv. 11; Jerem. iv.23.) being 
a description of that which the ancients called the Chaos 
(of which the Barbarians had a notion, no less than the 
Greeks), wherein the seeds and principles of all things were 
blended together. This is called, in the pagan language, 
by Epicharmus, irpwrov 0* uv, the first of the gods: because 
all things sprang out of this; which was indeed the first of 
the works of God, who, as Moses shews in the sequel, pro- 
duced this beautiful world out of this chaos. 

And darkness was upon the face of the deep.] Nothing 
was to be seen, for w T ant of light; which lay buried, as all 
things else did, in that great abyss, or vast confused heap 
of matter, beforementioned. So the Hebrew word tehom 
signifies (which we translate deep) tumult and turbid con- 
fusion: the first matter being very heterogeneous, as they 
speak, i. e. of various sorts and kinds, huddled together 
without distinction. 

And the Spirit of God moved.] Men have been extremely 
fanciful- in the exposition of these plain words: some un- 
derstanding, by the Spirit of God, the sun, which gives 
spirit and life to all things upon earth; others, the air, or 
the wind; when as yet there was no sun in (he firmament, 
nor any wind that could stir, without the power of the Al- 
mighty to excite it. This therefore we arc to understand to 
be here meant: the infinite wisdom and power of God, 
which made a vehement commotion, and mighty fermenta- 
tion (by raising, perhaps, a great wind) upon the face of 
the waters: that is, on that fluid matter beforementioned, 
to separate the parts of it one from the other. 

Waters.] That which Moses before called the deep, he 
now calls the waters; which plainly shews that some parts 
of the confused mass were fluid and light, a^ other parts 
were solid and heavy. The heavy naturally sunk, which he 
calls the earth; and the lighter parts got above them, 
which he calls the tvaters: for it is clearly intimated the 
waters were uppermost. 

The word we here translate moved, signifies literally 
brooded upon the waters, as a hen. doth upon her cg^s. 
So the ancient and modern interpreters have observed : 



and Morinus, who opposes it, hath said nothing to make 
us doubt of this sense of the phrase. From whence some 
have, not unhappily, conjectures, the ancients took their 
notion of a npvrdyovov *J6v, a first-laid egg, out of which all 
things were formed: that is, the chaos (out of which all 
the old philosophers, before Aristotle, thought the world 
was produced) consisting of earth and water, of thicker 
and thinner parts, as an egg doth of the yolk and white. 

Now the Spirit of God thus moved upon the waters, that 
by its incubation (as we may call it) it might not only se- 
parate, as I said, those parts which were jumbled toge- 
ther; but give a vivific virtue to them, to produce what 
was contained in them. The souls and spirits, that is, of 
all living creatures, were produced by the Spirit of God, as 
Porphyry saith Numcnius understood it. For his opinion, 
he tells us, was, that all things came out of the water, 
SioTvoy ovrt, being divinely inspired: for which he quoted 
these words of the prophet, as he called Moses. See Por- 
phyry repl rovNv/x^. "Avrpou, on those words of Homer : 

*lepbv "Svft<paliov 9 frat Nr/ta?fc KaXeovrai. 

Which gives us to understand, that the spirits of all living 
creatures (which wc call their active forms) did not arise 
out of matter, for that is stupid ; but proceeded from this 
other principle, the powerful Spirit of God, which moved 
upon the face of the waters, by a vital energy (as St. Chry- 
sostom speaks), so that they were no longer standing wa- 
ters, but moving, having £wm">)v rlva Mvafttv, a certain living 
power in them. From whence we may also' gather, that 
the spirits of living creatures are distinct things from mat- 
ter, which of itself cannot move at all, and much less pro- 
duce a principle of motion. 

And thus indeed all the ancient philosophers appre- 
hended this matter: and some of them have most lively 
expressed it. For Laertius in the Life of Anaxagoras tells 
us, that he taught, among other things, U&vra ^p^ara $y 
viiov' elra Nouc kXdiov avrd ^uK6<r}xrj(T€, all things were huddled, 
together: and then the Mind came and set them in order. 
And Thales before him (as Tully informs us, lib. i.de Nat. 
Deor.) " Aquam dixit esse initium rerum ; Deum autem 
earn inentem quae ex aqua- cuncta fingeret," said, Wafer 
was the beginning of things; and God that Mind, ivho 
formed all thiugs out of the water. 

By the Spirit of God some of the ancient Jews have un- 
derstood the Spirit of the Messiah (as Hackspan observes 
in his Cabala Judaica, n. lxyi. out of Baal Hatturim, the 
Hicrusalem TaTgum, &c.) which explains the evangelist, 
St. John, "who in the beginning of his Gospel says, all 
tilings were made by the eternal AOrOS, or Word ofGod (the 
same with the Nouc of the ancient philosophers), whose al- 
mighty Spirit agitated the vast confused mass of matter,, 
and put it into form. 

Ver. 3. And God said.] Theso words are taken notice of 
by Longinus, vrepl tyovc, as a truly lofty expression, where- 
in appears tho wisdom of Moses, who represents God, like 
himself, commanding things into being by his word ; that 
is, by his will: for wheresoever we read these words in the 
history of the creation, Ife % said, the meaning must be un- 
derstood to be he willed, as Maimonides interprets it. (More 
Nev. p. i. cap.G5.) This Justin Martyr demonstrates Or- 
pheus had learnt out of Moses's books, when he stvears 
by the heaven, the work of the great and wise God, and 
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bv the " word of the Father, which he spake at first/' when 
he established all the world by his counsels. So. his words 

are in ilapatreT. elg^EWrjyag. — P. 1G. 

And as there is nothing more famous in antiquity than 
the to 'OpfiKov w6v, Orpheus's egg, which I before, men- 
tioned; so it. is remarkable, that the Egyptians, (among 
whom Orpheus travelled) described their God Kneph, 
with an egg coming out of his mouth, which was a lively 
representation of this world (noted, by. the egg) produced 
by God's omnipotent Word : for how richly soever the 
chaos was furnished with materials, it could have brought 
forth nothing, without his powerful motion, and wise con- 
trivance, by whom it was created. So Anaxagoras himself 
resolved, row per ctp-^y Ktyiiveu)? that Mind was the principle 
of motion (as Laertius fc tells us in his Life), by which Mind 
he understood God, as others have reported his opinion 
more largely in these admirable words : " The beginning 
of all things is 6Nov C , the Mind, who is the Cause and the 

Lord of the whole world, and gave ra&v rolg ardiCTOig, Kal 

Kivrjaiv toIq aKtyt}Totc, &c. order to. things in disorder, and mo : 
tion to things immoveable, and distinction to things con- 
fused, and beauty to things deformed." 

" Let there be light.] Having spoken of the creation of all. 
things, now follows an account of their formation out of 
that rnde matter which was at first created. And the first 
thing produced, was light, which Greg. Nazianzen (Orat. 
xliii. p. 099. a.) calls aVw/xarov kcu ar^Xeov, because it was 
not' yet collected into a body, as it is now in.the sun. 
Others think it to have been a dimmer sort of light from 
the sun, not yet perfectly formed. Abarbinel (upon the xllh 
of Exodus) takes this to be the Schechinah, the most ex-. 
cellcnt of all created things, called, in Holy Scripture, the 
glory of the Lord; which God, saith he, sealed up in his. 
treasures, after the luminaries were created, to serve him 
upon special occasions (for instance, to lead the Israelites 
in the wilderness, by a cloudy pillar of fire), when he would 
make himself appear extraordinarily present. And be- 
cause of the perfection ofthis%Whe fancies it is thatMoses 
says in the next verse, that " God saw the light (repeating 
the word light) that it was good:" whereas, in all the rest of 
the six days' work, he only says, " He saw it was good," 
without naming again the thing he had made. 

But it seems to me most rational by this light, to under-, 
stand those particles of matter, which we call fire (whose 
two properties, every one knows, arc light and heat), which 
the almighty Spirit, that formed all things, produced as the 
great instrument for the preparation and digestion of the 
rest of the matter; which was still more vigorously moved 
and agitated, from the top to the bottom, by this restless 
clement, till the purer and more shining parts of it, being 
separated from the grosser, and united in a body fit to re- 
tain them, became light. 

Ver. 4. And God saw the light, that it was good.] He 
was pleased in this work of his, as agreeable to his design: 
which for the present was (we may conceive) to influence, 
the upper parts of the chaos, and to be the instrument of 
rarefaction, separation, and. all the rest of the operations, 
which were ncccssaiy to mould it into such creatures, as, 
wprc afterwards made out of it. 

• And God divided the light from the darkness.] Appointed 
that they should constantly succeed one another; as we 
see they do now, that this light is cmbpdied in the sun; 



and as they did then, by the circular motion of this first 
light of fire, round about the chaos, in the space of twenty- 
four hours: which made.it day to those parts where.it 
shined;. and night, where it did not. It is remarkable 
how Moses ascribes. every thing to God, the former of all 
things; who, by making this light move round about the 
chaos, still more prepared and exalted the remaining in- 
digested parts of matter for their several uses. 

Ver. 5. And God called the light day ; and the darkness 
he called night.] He settled them (that is) in such a con- 
stant course, that it gave them these distinct names. 

And the evening and the morning were the first day.] In 
the Hebrew language, evening and morning signify a whole 
day; which the motion of this light made, if we conceive 
it. to. have been formed about noon, and to have gone 
round the forementioned heap of matter in twenty-four, 
hours. ' 

How long all things continued in mere confusion, after 
the chaos was created, before this light was extracted out 
of it, we are not told. It might be (for any thing that is, 
here revealed) a great while ; and all that time the mighty 
I Spirit was making such motions in it, as prepared, dis-, 
posed, and ripened every part of it, for such productions^ 
as were to appear successively in such spaces of time, as; 
are here and afterward mentioned by Moses ; who informs 
us, that after things were so digested, and made ready (by 
long fermentations, perhaps,) to be wrought into form, God 
produced every day, for six days together, some creaturo. 
or other, tiil all was finished ; of which light was the very, 
first. This Maimonides hath very happily illustrated, in , 
his More Nevochim, p. ii. c. 30 ; where, observing that 
all things were created at once, and then were afterwards 
separated one from another successively, he says, their j 
wise men resemble this proceeding to that of a husband- 
man, who sows several seeds in the earth at the same mo- 
ment ; some of which are to come up after one day, others 
after two, and others not till three days be past; though 
the whole sowing was in one and the same moment. Thus 
God made all tilings at the first, which did not appear to- 
gether ; but, in the space of six days, were formed and put- 
in order one after another: light being the work of the first 
day. 

Ver. G. And God said, Let there be a firmament.] The 
next thing that God commanded to come forth of the 
chaos, was the air ; particularly that region next to us, 
wherein the fowls fly, as it is expounded afterwards. (Ver. 
20,) The Hebrew word rachia, properly signifies a body 
expanded, or spread forth, (as may be seen in Exod. xxxix. 
3; Isai. xl. 19; Jer. x. 9 ; where it can have no other mean- 
ing) but it is by the LXX. translated arepew/xo, and from 
thence by us, firmament ; because the air, though vastly ex- 
tended and fluid, yet continues firm and stable in its place. 

In the 7nidst of the waters, and let it divide the waters 
from the waters.] This region of the air manifestly parts 
the waters above it in the clouds from those below it here 
upon earth ; the one of which waters bears a good pro- 
portion, and is in some measure equal unto the other: 
for thero arc vast treasures of water in the clouds ; from 
whence the waters here below, in springs and rivers, aro 
supplied. This appeared afterwards in the deluge, which 
was partly made by continued rains for many days. The 
great objection against this exposition is, that now there. 
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were no clouds, neither had it, after this, rained on the 
earth. (Gen. ii. 6.) But it must be considered, that neither 
were the waters below as yet gathered into one place: 
and therefore Moses here speaks of the air, as a body in- 
tended to bo stretched between the waters above and 
beneath, when they should bo formed. 

That the clouds above are called waters in the Scripture 
language,' is plain enough from Psalm civ. 3; Jer. x. 13; 
and other places. 

Ver. 7. And God made the firmament, and divided f &c] 
What his Divine will ordered, his power effected, by that 
light which rolled about the chaos, and that heat which 
was excited within it; whereby such exhalations were 
raised, as made the firmament : that is, the thicker parts 
of them made this region of the air, which is the lower fir- 
mament; (Ver. 20.) and the thinner parts of them made the 
ether, or higher firmament, wherein the sun and the pla- 
nets arc seated. Ver. 14, 15. 

Ver. 8. And God called the firmament heaven.] Made it 
so different from the rest of the mass, called earth, that it 
had the name of heaven, to distinguish it from the other. 
So all above the earth is called, as appears by the follow- 
ing part of the chapter, in the verses now mentioned. And 
that is the very import of the word schamaim, which in the 
Arabic language (as Aben Ezra observes) signifies height, 
or altitude. 

And the evening and the morning were the second day.] 
This was the work of another whole day. Concerning 
which it is commonly noted, that it is not said of this, as of 
all the works of the other five days, " God saw that it was 
good." What the reason of this should be, is inquired by 
all interpreters; and the most solid account that I "can 
find of it is this : — that the waters, mentioned upon this 
day, were not yet separated and distinguished from the 
earth ; and, therefore, in the next day's work, when he did 
gather the waters together, (ver. 10.) and when he com- 
manded the earth (which was become dry) to bring forth, 
(ver. 12.) these words, <( God. saw that it was good," are 
twice repeated. Which made Picherellus and Ger. Vos- 
sius think the two next verses (9, 10.) belonged to the 
second day's work ; and that the first words of the ninth 
verse should be thus translated, " And God had said, Let 
the waters under the heaven," Sec. And so the words in 
the end of the tenth verse, " God saw that*it was good," 
Telate to the second day. Lib. ii. de Orig. Idolol. c. 67. 
■ Ver. 9. And God said, Let thetvaters under the heaven.] 
All the waters, which continued mixed with the earth, and 
covered the surface of it. 

Be gathered together, &c] Collected into one body by 
themselves. 

And let the dry land appear.] Distinct and separate from 
the waters. 

There being sucli large portions of matter drawn out of 
the chaos, as made the body of fire and air beforemen- 
tioned, there remained, in a great body, only water and 
earth ; but they were so jumbled together, that they could 
not be distinguished. It was the work therefore of the third 
day to make a separation between them, by compacting to- 
gether all the particles which make the earth, which before 
was mud and dirt ; and then, by raising it above the waters, 
which covered its superficies (as the Psalmist also de- 
scribes tliis work, Psalm civ, 6.) ; and, lastly, by making 



such caverns in it, as were sufficient to receive the waters 
into them. Now this w r e may conceive to have been done 
by such particles of fire as were left in the bowels of 
the earth, whereby such nitro-sulphureous vapours were 
kindled, as made an earthquake ; which both lifted up the 
earth, and also made receptacles for the waters to run 
into; as the Psalmist (otherwise I should not venture to 
mention this) seems in the forcmentioned place to illus- 
trate it, (Psalm civ. 7.) where he says, "At thy rebuke they 
(i.e. the waters) fled; at the voice of thy thunder they 
hasted away." And so God himself speaks, (Job xxxviii. 
10.) " I brake up for it (i. e. for the sea) my decreed place, 
and set bars and doors." Histories also tell us, of moun- 
tains that have been, in several ages, lifted up by earth- 
quakes ; nay, islands in the midst of the sea : which con- 
firms this conjecture, that possibly the waters were, at the 
first, separated by this means; and so separated, that they 
should not return to cover the earth : for the word, in the 
beginning of this verse, which we translate gathered, comes 
from kav, which signifies a square, a rule, ox perpendicu- 
lar line; and therefore denotes they were most exactly 
collected, and so poised in such just proportions, that they 
should not again overflow the dry land. 

This work of God (whereby the waters were sent down 
into their proper channels, and the earth made dry, and 
fitted for the habitation of such creatures as were afterwards 
created) is observed by Strabo in his Geography as an act of 
Divine Providence, (lib. xvii.) Because, says he, the water 
covered the earth, and man is not ivvtpov K&ov, a creature 
that can live in the water, God made Qoyhs *v Trj yrj TroXXac 
koI kvox&£> &c. many cavities and receptacles in the earth 
for the water; and raised the earth above it, that it might 
be fit for man's habitation. 

Ver. 10. And called the dry land, &c] This is sufficiently 
explained, by what has been said upon verses 5 and 8 ; 
only this may be added, that the word eretz, earth, in 
Arabic, signifies any thing that is low and sunk beneath, 
opposite to schamaim, heavens, which, in that language, as 
I noted before, signifies high and lifted up. 

Ver. 11. And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, 
the herb yielding, &c] Or, rather, it should be translated, 
and the herb yielding, &c. though the copula be omitted, 
which is usual in Scripture; particularly in Habak. iii. 11, 
" the sun, moon," t. e. the sun and moon. 

Moses having shewn how the first matter, (ver. 2.) and 
then the elements of things, as we call them, (ver. 3. 6. 9, 
10.) were produced, he proceeds to the production of more 
compounded bodies. And here an account is given of 
all sorts of vegetables, which arc ranged under three 
heads; grass, which comes up every year without sow- 
ing; herbs, bearing a seed, which comprehends (as Abar-" 
binel here notes) all sort of corn, and whatsoever is sown ; 
and trees, which also bear fruit. * There are several kinds 
of all these ; which some have cast into eighteen/ others 
into six-and-thirty classes ; none of which could at the first 
spring out of the earth, of itself, by the power of external 
and internal heat, and of the water mixed with it, (no, not 
so much as one single pile of grass) without the almighty 
power and wisdom of God ; who brought together those 
parts of matter, which were fitted to produce them; and 
then formed every ono of them, and determined their seve- 
ral species ; and also provided for their continuance, by 
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bringing forth seed to propagate their species to the end 
of all things. And here it is very remarkable, how God 
had secured the seeds of all plants with singular care : 
some of them being defended by a double, nay, a treble 
inclosure. 

Ver. 12. And the earth brought forth grass, and the herb, 
&c] These things did not grow up out of seed, by such a 
long process, as is now required to bring them to matu- 
rity; but they sprung up in their perfection, in the space 
of a day, with their seeds in them, completely formed, to 
produce the like throughout all. generations. Thus Moses 
gives a plain account of the first production of things, ac- 
cording to the natural method : for supposing they had a 
beginning, the herb and the tree must naturally be before 
the seed they bear ; as the hen is before the egg she lays. 
And to make a question, which was first (as some of the 
philosophers did) is very frivolous; because that Power 
which alone could produce the seeds of all things, could 
as easily make the things themselves, with a power to pro- 
pagate their kind by seed. 

It is therefore most judiciously noted byAbarbinel, a 
learned Jew, that the production of plants, in thfe begin- 
ning, differed from their production ever since in these two 
things : first, That they have sprung ever since out of seed, 
either sown by us; or falling from the plants themselves ; 
but, at the beginning, were brought out of the earth, with 
their seed in them, to propagate them ever after. And, 
secondly, They need now, as they have done since the first 
creation, the influence of the sun, to make them sprout ; 
but then they came forth by the power of God, before there 
was any sun, which was not formed till the next day. Of 
this last Theophilus Antiochenus, long before AbarbincI, 
took notice (lib. ii. ad Autolycum) where he says, God 
produced things in this order; foreseeing the vanity of philo- 
sophers, who, saying nothing of Him, made all things to be 
produced by the sun, inrd twv <n-otx«W, out of the elements. 
Porphyry himself, also, (lib. ii. ^plaxoxvc) could observe out 
of Theophrastus, that the earth brought forth trees and herbs 

before beasts, tevfya fdv yap £) vpb fyatov aviStaKey yy, &c. which 
Eusebius remembers in his Prop. Evang. lib. i. cap. 9. p. 28. 

Vcr. 14. Let there be lights.'] This is a different "word 
from what we had, vcr. 3; signifying, as Paulus Fagius 
observes, that which is made out of light; lummoits bodies, 
whereby light is communicated to us : the Hebrew parti- 
cle, mem, before a word, being used to express the instru- 
ment of an action. And so now we are to conceive, that 
the light produced at first, having for three days circulated 
about the earth, and that near unto it, to further the pro- 
duction of the things beforementioned, was on this fourth 
day distributed into several luminaries, at a great distance 
from the earth. So it follows— in the firmament of heaven, 
in the upper region, which we call the ether, or sky, where 
the sun and the planets are placed. 

To divide the day from the night.] By a continued circu- 
lar motion, finished in four-and-twenty hours ; in one part 
of which, by the presence of the sun, the day is made : and, 
in the other part, by the sun's absence, night is made, in a 
constant succession. 

And let them be for signs and for seasons.] That is, for 
signs of the times or seasons; as Ger. Vossius expounds 
it, by the figure of iv Ith Svoiv. And by times arc meant, 
the spring, summer, autumn, and winter; and, by conse- 



quence, the seasons for ploughing, sowing, planting, prun- 
ing, reaping, vintage, sailing, &c— L. dc Scientiis Mathe- 
mat. cap. 38. 

And for days, and years.] By a speedy swift motion 
round, in twenty-four hours, to make days; and by a 
slower, longer motion, to make years; and a grateful vari- 
ety of seasons, in the several parts of tho earth) which by 
this annual motion are all visited by the sun's beams. 

Ver. 15. And let them be for light, &c] i. e. Let them 
there continue to give constant light and warmth to the 
earth: and so they do immoveably. 

"Ver. 16. And God made two great lights.] It is observa- 
ble that nothing is said to have been created, since the first 
matter, out of which all things were made or formed. And 
the two great lights, or luminaries, enlighteners (as the word 
signifies), are the sun, which enlightens by day; and the 
moon, which enlightens us by night. The moon, indeed, is 
hot so great as the rest of the planets (for it is the least of 
all, except Mercury), but it affords the greatest light to us, 
by reflecting the beams of the sun to us in its absence ; and 
thereby very much abating the disconsolate darkness of 
the night. •* 

He made the stars also.] That is, the rest of the planets, 
and their attendants. 

Ver. 17. And God set them in the firmament of heaven, 
&c] By the repetition of this so often, Moses intended to 
fix in the people's mind this notion — that though the hea- 
venly bodies be very glorious, yet they are' but creatures, 
made by God, and set or appointed by his order to give us 
light; and, therefore, He alone is to be worshipped, not they. 

It is commonly taken notice of, that there is no mention 
of the creation of angels in, all this history; nor was there 
any need of it. ' For the ancient idolatry, consisting in the 
worship of the sun, moon, and stars (as appears from the 
very names of the* most ancient idols in the Old Testa- 
ment, such as Moloch, Ashtaroth, and the like), which 
they believed to be eternal beings, the great design of 
Moses was to confute this opinion, by representing them 
over and over as the work of the eternal God, which struck 
at the very root of idolatry. The worship of angels was a 
later invention. 

Vcr. 18. And to ride over the day, and over the night.] 
Some have fancied that the ancient idolatry sprung from 
this word rule; men looking upon these glorious lights as 
having a dominion over them. Whence the sun was called 
Baal, that is, lord or governor, by the eastern people ; and 
Moloch, that is, king, by the Egyptians. But one word 
sure was not the ground of so foul an error, when the scope 
of Moses was to shew, that these things were made by a 
higher Being, and made not to rule over men, but over the 
day and the night, which the sun makes when it rises and, 
sets, by the order and appointment of God. 

And God saw that it was good.] He was pleased with 
this work, as suitable to the ends for which he intended it. 
The first light was good (ver. 4.) for the purpose to which 
it served; which was, by its heat, to agitate, rarefy, and 
separate the matter of the chaos, for the making of air, 
and gathering together the waters, and drying tho earth, 
and producing grass, herbs, and trees, which made it ne- 
cessary it should continue some days near to the earth, 
that it might powerfully penetrate into tho matter it was to 
digest; but, if it should have continued longer so near to 
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the earth, it would not have been good for it; because it 
would have burnt up all the plants. that the earth had 
brought forth; and, by its too scorching heat, have hin- 
dered the production of those living creatures, which were 
ready on tho next day to be made, or, at least, made the 
earth unfit for their habitation. For the air, which all living 
tilings, even fishes themselves, need (nay, the plants also, 
which have vessels for conveying air to all their parts), 
would have been so very hot, that it would have afforded 
no refreshment to them : therefore it was good that it should 
be advanced into the firmament of the heaven, and there 
embodied in those luminaries, which, being removed, fur- 
ther from us, give such a moderate heat, as is necessary 
for the preservation of us and of all things liying that 
dwell upon the earth. " 

Ver. 19. And the evening, &c] Thus the fourth day con- 
cluded. . 

Ver. 20. And God said, Let the waters, &e.] Now God 
proceeded to form the lower sort of animals, or living crea-: 
tures, viz. the fish, and the fowl, which are in many re- 
spects inferior to beasts. And the fishes are called moving 
(in the Hebrew, creeping) creatures ; because their bellies 
touch the water, as creeping things do the earth. Both 
fishes and fowls were made out of the waters; that is, out 
of such matter as was mixed with the waters, which con- 
tained in them many things besides simple water; for the 
sea and rivers are still very richly furnished with various 
compounds, for the nourishment of an innumerable mul- 
titude of fishes. The great congruity that there is between 
fish and fowl, in many particulars, will not let us doubt 
they had the same original : for they are both oviparous, 
which makes them more fruitful than the beasts of the 
earth; neither of them have any. teats: they both direct 
(and, as I may say, steer) their course by their tail, &c. 
See Ger. Vossius deOrig.etProgr.Idolol. lib. Hi. cap. 78. 
Bring forth abundantly .] That is, various sorts of both 
kinds, there being many hundred kinds of fishes, and birds, 
or fowls; many of the latter of which live in the water 
(which shews their original to have been from thence), and 
others of them live both in the air and water. The forma- 
tion of these creatures is, in every part of them, very won- 
derful, especially in those parts whereby they are fitted to 
swim, and to fly. Which demonstrate a most wise Agent,, 
by whose infinite power they were so contrived, as to be 
able also to propagate their kind. 

Ver. 21. And God created great ivhales.] The vastness 
of. these creatures, perhaps, made Moses again use the 
word create (which he had not done since the beginning of 
the chapter); not because they were made as the chaos 
was, out of nothing; but because it required a greater 
power to make out of the precedent matter moving things 
of so huge a bulk, and of such great agility, than to make 
any other thing hitherto formed. 

The Hebrew word tanim, which we translate whales, 
comprehends several sorts of great fishes, as Bocharius 
observes inhisllierozoic. p.i. lib. i. cap. 7. where he shews 
the prodigious bigness of some of them. But he should 
have added, that this word also signifies crocodiles, which 
he himself shews are set forth in Job xli. as the most 
astonishing work of God. For Job Ijudolphus, I think, 
liath demonstrated, that nothing but the crocodile can be 
meant by this word tanim, in Ezek, xxix. 3. and xxxii. 2. 



and some other places. Vid. lib. i. Comment, in Ilistor. 
Ethiop. cap. xi. n. §(>. 

And God saw that it ivas good.] Was pleased with the 
structure of these several creatures: of the birds, who 
were furnished with wings to fly in the air; and of the 
fishes, whose fins serve them to swim in the water; and of 
water-fowl, whose feet are formed so, as to serve for the 
same use; and some of them (such as dive under water), 
covered so thick with feathers, and those so smooth and 
slippery (as the learned and pious Mr. Hay hath observed), 
that their bodies are thereby defended from the cold of the 
water, which cannot penetrate or moisten them. See Wis- 
dom of God in the Creation, pt.i. p. 135. 

Ver. 22. And God blessed them, &c] His blessing them, 
was giving them a power to multiply and increase, till they, 
had filled the water with fish, and the air with fowl, 
which required a particular care of Divine Providence, as 
Abarbinel observes : because they do not bring forth young 
ones perfectly formed, as the beasts do, but lay their eggs 
in which they are formed, when they are out of their 
bodies. This, saith he, is a wonderful thing, that when the 
womb, as we may call it, is separate from the genitor, a 
living creature like itself should be produced, which is 
the reason, he fancies, that a blessing is here pronounced 
upon them, and not on the beasts, that were made the next 
day. The ancient fathers are wont to observe, that the first 
blessing was given to the waters, as a type of baptism. 
Theophilus ad Autolyc. lib. ii. and Tertullian. de Baptis- 
mo, cap. 3. 

And let fowl midtiply in the earth.] There, for the most 
part, they have their habitation and their food; though 
some live upon the water. 
Ver. 23. See verse 19. 

Ver. 24. And Godsaid, Let the earth bring forth.] Thus, 
by a gradual process, the Divine Power produced crea- 
tures still more noble: the matter being more digested and 
prepared in five days time than it was at first. I do not 
know whether there be any weight in the note of Abarbi- 
nel, who observes that Moses here uses a new word, 
which we translate bring forth, to shew the difference be- 
tween plants and animals. The former of which spring 
out of the earth indeed, but continue fixed in it, and perish 
if they be separated from it: whereas animals, though 
made out of the earth, and living upon it, have a separate 
existence, and do not still adhere to it. 

After his kind.] Three sorts of living creatures are imme- 
diately mentioned, which were formed out of such matter 
as the earth afforded (not simple earth, we must under- 
stand, no more than before simple water ; for it was im- 
pregnated with many other principles); the first of which, 
behemah, which we translate cattle, always signifies the* 
flocks and herds of tame beasts, when it is distinguished 
from chaja, which we translate, in the end of the verse, 
beasts of the earth, that is, wild beasts : between which 
two, he mentions a third kind of living creatures on tho 
earth, which he calls remesh — creeping things; because, 
whatever feet they have, they arc so short and small, that 
they seem to the naked eye to have none at all; but to 
crawl on their bellies upon the ground. Of all these three 
kinds thero aro various sorts wherewith God hath reple- 
nished the earth : and of every kind, some vastly great, 
and others - very little ; as Abarbinel notes even among 
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reptiles, there being serpents of a prodigious length, and 
other creeping things far smaller than ants; 

Ver. 25. And God made, &c.] The earth did not bring 
them forth, by virtue of the influence of heaven upon pre- 
pared matter : but God framed them out of the matter so 
prepared, and produced them* in their full perfection after 
their several kinds. ' 

And God saw it was good.] AVas pleased with the great 
variety of these creatures, and their complete structure, 
fitting them for their several uses. 

Ver. 2G. Let us make man.] God not only reserved man 
for the last of his works ; but doth, as it were, advise and 
consult about Ids production. Not to signify any delibe- 
ration within himself, or any difficulty in the work; but to 
represent to us the dignity of man, and that he was made 
(as Abarbinel glosses) with admirable wisdom and great 
prudence. To the same purpose St. Chrysostom here 
speaks. And see Greg. Nyssen. de Opificio Hominis, 
cap. 3. and Orat.i. on these words; with Greg. Nazian- 
zen. Orat. xliii.p. GD9; who observes, that God brought 
him into this world, as into a noble palace, ready furnished 
with all manner of things ; which is the notion also of Me- 
thodius : see Epiphanius Hseres. lxiv. n. 18. It is to be 
observed also, that God doth not say, "Let the earth bring 
forth man," as he saith before (ver. 24.) of. other animals; 
for the same reason : to represent man as a far more noble 
work, than any other upon earth: "for though he was made 
(as we read in the next chapter) of the dust of the ground; 
yet a* greater power and skill was employed in producing 
a creature of such* beauty and majesty. 

Let vs.] The ancient Christian looked upon this* as a 
plain intimation of a plurality of persons in the Godhead : 
insomuch, that Epiphanius says, "This is the language of 
God to his Word and only Begotten, as all the faithful be- 
lieve." Sec Hoeres. xxiii. n. 2 ; and xliv. n. 4; and xlvi. 
n. 3, where he says, Adam was 7r£7rW^eVoc Iv x«p« Uarpoc 
tc'atviov, Koiaylov Tryevparoi:, formed by the hand of the Father, 
and the Son, and the Holy Ghost. To which one cannot 
but incline, who considers how' poorly the Jews expound 
this place: who fancy a kind of senate or council of angels, 
without whom God doth nothing ; (which they ground upon 
Dan. iv. 14.) whereas, there is not the least signification as 
yet of any such beings ; much less, that they had any hand 
in the making man, who was not made in their image, but 
in the image of G.od. Yet thus Saturnilus foolishly ex- 
pounded these w T 6rds, as Epiphanius informs us, in the 
forenamed Hacres. p. 62. Edit. Paris. And Moses Ger- 
undensis still more foolishly imagines God spake to the 
earth, that it should bring forth man, as it had done other 
creatures: but Maimonides, who magnifies that saying of 
their masters (that God doth nothing without his council), 
"is forced to acknowledge, (More Nevoch. p.* ii. cap. G.) 
that it is not to be understood, as if he asked their advice, 
cir was assisted by their judgment, but only that he used 
them as instruments in the producing of every thing, which 
is directly contrary to the very words, which are not in 
the form of a command, but of a consultation before exe- 
cution. Others therefore think God speaks after the man- 
ner of kings,' who advise with their council, but do things 
themselves; and arc wont to speak in the plural number, 
when they declare their pleasure; But I take this'-to be a 
custom much later than the days of Moses, when they spake 



as* the King of Egypt doth to Joseph : (Gen. xli. 41. 44.) 
e< I am Pharaoh, and see I have set thee (not we have set 
thee) over the land of Egypt." In which style the King of 
Persia writes long after this : (Ezra vi. 8.) " I Darius make 
a decree." 

All these poor shifts are a plain confession, that they 
found it very hard (as the Socinians do at this day) to give 
any account of this way of speaking, without granting a 
plurality of persons in the Godhead. And therefore Me- 
nasseh Ben Israel, in his Conciliator, mentions one of their 
doctors, who, inBereschith Rabba, says, that when Moses 
by God's direction was about to write these words," Let us 
make man," he cried out," OLordofthe world, why wilt thou 
give men occasion, to err about thy most simple unity?" 
To which he received this answer, " Write as I bid thee ; 
and if any man love to err, let him err." The same story 
is told by Joseph Albo; which shews, that their doctors 
have been long puzzled with this manner of speech, which 
unavoidably suggested to their thoughts more than one 
person in the Deity : which, till they believe, they are at a 
loss what to say about it. 

Inour image, after our likeness.] Two words (some think) 
to express the same thing: with this difference only, as 
Abarbinel explains it, that the last words, after our like- 
ness, give us to understand that man was not created pro- 
perly and perfectly in the image of God; but in a resem- 
blance of him. For he doth not say, in our likeness (says 
that author) as he had said in our image, but after our like- 
ness : where the caph of similitude (as they call it) abates 
something of the sense of what follows ; and makes' it sig- 
nify only an approach to the Divine likeness, in under- 
standing, freedom of choice, spirituality, immortality, &c. 
Thus Tertullian explains it, " Habent illas ubique lineas 
Dei, qua immortalis anima, qua libera et sui arbitrii, qua 
pracscia plerumque, qua rationalis, capax intellectus- et 
scientiac." Lib. ii. contraMarcion. cap. 9. And so Grcgor. 
Nyssen. cap. 1G. De Opine. Horn, name rov 2iavoti<r$ai <al 
<xpofiov\zvuv Ivvaiity expvatv, &c. All have a power of consi- 
dering and designing, of consulting and fore-appointing, 
what we intend to do. Purity and holiness likewise seem 
to be comprehended. in this : as may be gathered from the 
apostle: (Coloss. iii. 10.) "For the new man consists in right- 
eousness and true holiness." (Eph. iv. 24.) But though be 
was created with a faculty to judge aright, and with a 
power, to govern "his appetite, which lie could control 
more easily than we can do now; yet he was not made 
immediately good (quia hoc soli Deo cedit, -which belongs to 
God alone, as Tertullian excellently discourses in that 
place) but might, without due care, be induced to do evil, 
as we see he did. . For an habituated, confirmed estate of 
goodness, was even then to have been acquired by watch- 
fulness and exercise : whereby, in process of time, he might 
have become so steadfast, that he could not have been 
prevailed upon, by any temptation, to do contrary to his 
duty. 

And let them have dominion, &c] Some have thought 
the image of God consisted in this alone. (See Greg. Nys- 
sen. cap. 4. De Opific. Horn. p. 143.) Which rather fol- 
lows upon man's being made in God's image, viz. an 
intelligent, being; which gave him dominion over other 
things, that are not endued with such understanding. I 
conclude this note with a very pertinent observation of his 
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in that book : (cap. IG.) That Moses speaks more magnifi- 
cently of man, than any philosopher ever did : for they 
could say nothing of him beyond this, that he was /u*t>6c 
k-6<Tfioc, a little world; but, according to the church's account, 
his greatness consists not in his likeness to the created 
world, but in his being made k&t tkSva r*c rov Kriaavroc tyvatws, 
after the image of the nature of the Creator of all things. 

Over all the earth*] Over all four-footed creatures in the 
earth, though novct so wild ; as Bochartus observes. 

Ver. 27. And God created man in his own image.] From 
these words Origcn gathers there is a great, deal of differ- 
ence between E*mv, image, and '0/io/m/i«, likeness; because, 
though God said, (ver. 2G.) " Let us make man in our 
image, and after our likeness," yet here he is said to have 
made him only in hte own image ; and not, for the present, 
after his likeness. For that, saith he, (lib. iv. contra Cel- 
sum) is reserved to the other world; when, as St. John 
says, (LEpist. iii. 2.) oftotoi uvrf MptZa, we shall be like 
him. But this seems too curious. No doubt God made 
man just as he designed, in such a complete resemblance 
of himself, that there is no creature like to man, no more 
than God hath any equal to himself: as some of the He- 
brew doctors explain this matter. And therefore Moses 
repeats it again, " in the image of God created he him:" # 
to imprint upon the minds of men, a sense of tho great 
dignity of human nature; which was foully debased by 
worshipping any creature. 

Male and female created he them.'] He made woman 
the same day he made man ; as he did both sexes of all 
other living creatures, and as he made herbs and plants 
with seed in them, to propagate their species on tho same 
day they were produced. It is plain by this, also, that 
woman, as well as man, was made in the image of God. 
And it seems to be pertinently observed by Abarbinel, 
that Moses here again uses the word create (and that three 
times) to denote the original of human souls ; which are 
not made out of prc-cxistcnt matter, as our bodies are ; but 
by the power of God, when they had no being at all. 

Ver. 28. And God blessed them, &c] The former part of 
this blessing," be fruitful and multiply," God hath bestowed 
before (ver. 22.) upon other creatures : unto which he adds 
two things here, " replenish the earth, and subdue it." He 
gives them tho whole earth for their possession, with a 
power to subdue it: that is, to make it fit for their habita- 
tion, by bringing under or driving away wild beasts. For, 
secondly, he gives them the dominion (unto which he de- 
signed them in their creation) over all other creatures; 
whether in the water, air, or earth. And he speaks to 
them in the plural number; which is a demonstration, that 
man and woman were both created, and received his bless- 
ing, on the same day. 

Ver. 29. Behold I have given you, &c.] Here he assigns 
them their food ; and makes no mention at all of beasts, 
but only of plants and fruits of the earth. For beasts being 
made by pairs, in their several species (we may well sup- 
pose) as man and woman were, and not being yet multi- 
plied, the killing of beasts, birds, and fishes, would have 
been the destruction of the kind : whereas, there were plants 
innumerable and great variety of fruit for their sustenance. 
And therefore here being no grant made to them of ani- 
mals for their food, though no prohibition neither, it is 
very prohablo they abstained from eating flesh, till after the 



flood, (when God expressly gave them every living thing for 
meat, as much as the herbs, eh. ix. 2.) unless it were upon 
some special occasions ; as, pcniaps, when they sacrificed 
living creatures; which they did in process of time, (iv. 4.) 
though not at the first. 

Ver. 30. And to every beast, &c] Here he gives to tho 
beasts, and fowl, and creeping things, all herbs for their 
food, but saith nothing of fruit; from which we cannot 
W f cll think the birds would abstain; and therefore they arc 
included in the phrase, of every green herb. 

Ver. 31. Very good.] From these words Epiphanius 
confutes the Manichees, Haercs. lxvi.n.18. where there is 
an explanation of this phrase," God saw that it was good," 
throughout this whole chapter. Where it being said at the 
end of every day's work, " God saw it was good ;" and par- 
ticularly here on the sixth day, before he had quite ended 
the work of it, he saith so of the formation of the beasts, 
(Ver. 25.) AbaTbincl will have this to relate peculiarly to the 
creation of man and woman. But the beginning of the 
verse plainly shews that ho speaks of every thing that he 
had made : and therefore their doctors in Bcreschith Rab- 
ba (whom he mentions) say a great deal better, that man is 
meant in the first and principal place, when Moses says, 
" God saw every thing that he had made; and behold, it 
was very good," 

CHAP. II, 

ItjLoSES having given a short account of the orderly pro* 
duction of all things, from the meanest to the noblest, ex- 
plains more largely in this chapter some things, which were 
delivered briefly in the foregoing, because he would not too 
much interrupt the coherence of his discourse about the 
works of the six days. Particularly he relates bow Eve 
was made; and also further illustrates the production of 
Adam, &c. 

Ver. !L Thus the heavens, and the earth.] t. e. The visi- 
ble world. 

Were finished.] Brought to that perfection wherein we 
see them. 

And all the hosts of them.] That is, all creatures in 
heaven and in earth; which are called host, or army, be- 
cause of their vast variety, and excellent order. 

Ver. 2. And on the seventh day, God ended his work.] 
Or rather, had ended (as it may be translated), for he did 
not work on the seventh day : but, rested from all his work 
which he had made; having so completely finished it, that 
there remained no more to be done. An emblem of the rest 
that we shall have, when wc have done our work faith- 
fully, and left none undone, as Origen's words are, lib. vi. 
contra Cclsum. 

Ver. 3. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified 
it.] As God sanctified Jeremiah in aftcrtimes from his mo- 
ther's womb, (Jcr.i. 5.) by ordaining him to be a prophet; 
so ho now determined and appointed the seventh day, from 
the very beginning of the world, to be observed in memory 
of its creation. And this setting it apart, and consecrating 
it to that holy use, was his blessing it, or recommending it 
to be observed, as a day of blessing and praising him, in all 
his w-orks of wonder; and (I know not why I should not 
add) of his bestowing blessings upon all his pious wor- 
shippers. 
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There is no mention, indeed, made of Adam's, or Abel's, 
&c. observing this day ; which hath inclined many to con- 
clude these words to have been written by way of antici- 
pation : tliis day being set apart in aftertimes by the law 
of Moses for God's service; but, in their opinion, not till 
then. To which I cannot agree ; because it seems to me far 
more reasonable to think, that God took care to preserve 
the memory of the creation in the minds of mankind ; and 
the worship of him, the one only God, by whom it was 
created: which could not be done by any means more 
effectually, than by setting apart this day for that purpose. 
Which if he had not appointed, yet men being made reli- 
gious creatures, I cannot but think they would have agreed 
upon some set time for the exercise of their religion, as 
well as some set place (though that be not mentioned nei- 
ther) where to meet for Divine service : and what time more 
proper, wherein to honour their Creator, with their sacri- 
fices, praises, and thanksgivings, than this day? Which Phi- 
lo well styles tov Kcafiov ytviawv, the birthday of the world: 
which was so much observed all the world over (though 
they forgot the reason), that the seventh day, he observes, 
may be truly called eopn) iruvfypoc, the universal festival, 
kept by all people. Josephus speaks to the samo purpose; 
and there is a great deal more said by Aristobulus, a peri- 
patetic philosopher, out of Ilcsiod, Homer, and others, 
in Euseb. Prrep. Evang. lib. xiii. cap. 12. concerning the 
sacrcdness of the seventh day. Which, though Mr.. Sclden 
(lib. iii. dc Jure N. ct G. cap. 17, &c.) endeavours to prove 
is meant of the seventh day of the month, not of the seventh 
day of the week; yet we may look upon that as a remain 
of this ancient tradition. Which, in time, men forgot, as 
they did the most natural duties; having so corrupted 
their ways (as we read Gen. vi. 10, 11.) that there was no- 
thing good among the generality of them. And there- 
fore no wonder if they did not regard the service of God 
every seventh day: to which I shall shew, in due place, 
Noah, the only righteous man among them, had some re- 
gard. Which continued in the family of Abraham after the 
flood: TVIoses speaking of it, not long after their coming 
out of Egypt (where it is likely they were not suffered to 
observe it, having no time free from their intolerable la- 
bours), as a day known to them before the giving of the 
law at Mount Sinai, Exod. xvi. 23. 25, 2G. 

Which is not to be understood, as if the patriarchs, be- 
fore and after the flood, kept such a rest as God enjoined 
the Israelites by Moses : for that was proper to them, for a 
peculiar reason — because they had been slaves in Egypt ; 
and therefore were commanded to keep the sabbath, wilh- 
out doing any manner of work upon that day. (Dcut. v. 15.) 
Which is all the Christian fathers mean, when they say the 
patriarchs did not Sabbatizare, keep the sabbatli as the 
Jews did. (See Tertullian adv. Judaios, cap. 2, ct 4. Ire- 
nreus, and others.) For in religious offices I doubt not 
• they observed tho seventh day; as a proper time for that 
sacred hymn, which Galen himself (lib. iii. dcusu partium) 
says, wc should all sing to the Creator of all ; " If we our- 
selves first know, and then tell others, oloc pi* ken rijv aofyiav, 
&t\ how wonderful he is in wisdom, how great in power, 
and how rich in goodness/' 

Because that in it he had rested from all his work.'] This 
is the reason why thi3day was distinguished from the other 
six; that a remembrance of God's resting from all his 
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works on this day, might be preserved; by men's laying 
aside their other employments so long as to praise Him so- 
lemnly, by whom this great world was made. 

Which God created, and made.] Or, as the Hebrew 
phrase is, created to make, i. e. rested from all the six 
days' work. For he created something at the first, out of 
which to make all the rest, in six days' space; and now he 
ceased from all. 

Vcr. 4. These are the generations, &c] That is, thisis'a 
faithful account of the original of f he world. Which Moses 
here repeats, more deeply to imprint on the people's minds, 
that the world was not a god, but the work of God: which 
they were to acknowledge every seventh day. 

In the day (i.e. At that time, so day often signifios) 
when the Lord God made the earth and the heavens.] It is 
observed by Tertullian, that exinde Dominus qui retro 
Dens tantttm, Sec. from henceforward (vcr. 7, 8, 9. J 5, &c.) 
he is called Lord, who hitherto was called only God: of 
which he endeavours to give a reason. (L. adv. Hermog. 
cap. 3.) The Hebrew doctors observe, that Jehovah Elo- 
him (Lord God) joined together, is the full and perfect 
name of God: and therefore fitly reserved till this place, 
when the Avorks of God were perfected, and not before. 

Ver. 5. And every plant in the field before it was in the 
earth, &c] That is, before there was any seed to produce 
them, God made them to spring up with their seed in them; 
as was said before, in the first chapter. And Moses here 
mentions these alone, because they were the first produc- 
tions out of the earth; without which there had been no 
food for living creatures. 

For the Lord God had not caused it to rain on the earth, 
and there was not a man to till the ground.] Here are two 
reasons to confirm, that plants were not produced in the 
way they arc noAV : for, there had been no showers of rain ; 
nor was there any man to prcparo the earth to' receive the 
seed (if there had been any); both which arc necessary in 
the ordinary method of Divine providence, ever since the 
world was made. From hence some collect there were no 
Prasadamites (people before Adam), for then Moses could 
not have said, " Thero was no man to till the earth." 

Ver. G. But there went up a mist, &c] Many think this 
will best cohere with what went before by translating it, 
nor did there (taking the particle tib not, from the foregoing 
verse, as is usual) a mist go np from the earth. (SceDru- 
sius in Lcvit. x. G. and Hottinger in Ilcxapl. Paris, p. 80.) 
But I sec no necessity of this; and think it more likely, 
there did go up a vapour or steam out of tho earth, when it 
came reeking out of the waters, (as was said upon verse 
0. of chap. 1.) to moisten the superficies of it; before 
any clouds were raised, by the power of the sun, to give 
rain. 

Vcr. 7. Oat of the dust of the ground.] Not dry, but 
moist dust, as the LXX. have it, tov Mpuwov, %ovv «™ yfc. 
From whence the apostle calls him uvOpwrrov x ''™ y > (1 Co- 
rinth, xv. 47.) which teaches us this dust was mixed with 
water: for so % ^ signifies; limus y as tho Vulgar Latin hath 
it. Which agrees with the Hebrew jatzar, formed ; which 
is used concerning potters, who make their vessels of clay, 
not of dry earth. Diodorus Siculus seems to have had 
some notion of this, when he saith, man was made out of 
" the slime or mud of Nile.*' Upon which original of man's 
body the ancient fathers make many pious reflections : but 
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none better or shorter than that of Nazianzen's, who says, it 

IS to teach US, ty oray i^aioujfit^u cut rijv {u'drp, &td rby x *? VM m 

rcXXoi/itSo, that when we are apt to be lifted np because we 
are made after God's image, the thoughts of the dirt out of 
which we were taken, may humble and lay us low. 

And God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.'] 
This being said of no other creature, leads us to conceive, 
not only that the soul of man is a distinct thing, of a dif- 
ferent original from his body; but that a more excellent 
spirit was put into him by God (as appears by its ope- 
rations) than into other animals. For though the sim- 
ple speech of inspiring him with " the breath of life/' 
would not prove this; yet Moses speaking in the plural 
number, that God breathed into him nisclnnath chcyim, 
the breath or spirit of lives, it plainly denotes, not only that 
spirit which makes man breathe and move ; but think alsct, 
reason, and discourse. 

And he became a living sonl.] This is the immediate re- 
sult of the union of the soul with the body. AVhich Euse- 
bius thus explains: (lib. vii. Proepar. Evang. cap. 10.) 
Moses having laid the foundations of religion beforemen- 
tioned, viz. The knowledge of God, and of the creation of 
the world, proceeds to another point of doctrine lppst ne- 
cessary to be understood; which is the knowledge of a 
mans self; to which he leads him by shewing the differ- 
ence between his soul and the body : his soul being an in- 
telligent substance, made after the image of God ; his 
body, only an earthly covering of the soul. To which 

Moses adds a third, 7ryoijv faffs lytortxfivTtva, Kat ovyairTtKijy Suva- 

fitv, &c. A certain vital breath, whereby the other two are 
united and linked together by apowerfnl bond, or strong 
tie. His soul, it is manifest, did not come out of the earth, 
or any power of matter; but from the power of God, who 
infused it into him by his Divine inspiration. 

And this was the original of Eve's soul also, though it 
be not mentioned : for if her soul had been made out of 
Adam, as her body was, he would have said, not only, She 
is bone of my bone, but soul of my soul ; which, would 
have mightily strengthened the bond of marriage, and ex- 
ceedingly heightened conjugal affection. ■ 

Ver. 8. And the LqxxL God planted.'] Or, had planted; 
for it doth not seem to beU new thing. 

A garden.'] A most pleasant part of the earth. 

Eastward.'] Or, as others translate it, before, in the be- 
ginning, viz. On the third day, when he made all vegeta- 
bles. And it cannot be denied, that mikkedeni may signify 
time as well as place : but as the greatest part of inter- 
preters, ancient and modern, take it hereto signify place; 
so Moses himself uses it in the following part of this 
book, III. 24. xi. 2. xii. 8. xiii. 11. \ 

In Eden.] A country (as most understand Yt) so called, 
•perhaps, from its pleasure: Toirov ha^opoy fart^iavyh aept 
XafiTrporipy, tyvToig iray*:aXo(C, as Thcophilus de AlltolyC 

speaks. (lib. ii.) AVhere Eden was, thero are tw<^ or three 
places of Scripture that give some direction, to ou"r search; 
(2 Kings xix. 12. Isa. xxxvii. 12. Ezek. xxvii. 2&.) which 
shew there was a country, that, for many ages aiYcr this, 
retained the name of Eden : and that eastward, as BJoses 
here tells us, it was situated ; that is, eastward of Jutfea, 
or of the desert of the Amorites, where he wrote thescX 
books. For the Scripture calls .those people " The chil- 
dren of the .east," who dwelt in Arabia, Mesopotamia, and 



Persia. But in what country of Uic east Eden was, will be 
best understood from ver. 10. 

And there he put the man, whom he had formed.] He 
was formed we must suppose in some other place ; and 
conducted hither by God, in token of his singular kindness 
to him. AVhere he declared him, saith a Syriac writer 
mentioned by Hottinger, (in his Dissert, de Hexaplis, 
Paris, p. 115.) an heir of paradise, and made him W32) 
NJrDI N3^D a king, a priest, and a prophet. 

Ver. 9. And out of the ground.] Of that garden before- 
mentioned. 

Made the Lord God to grow every /rec,&c] The greatest 
variety of the choicest plants, flowers, and fruits: for tree 
comprehends every thing that grows out of the earth. 

Pleamnt to the sight.] He gratified man's eye, as well 
as his taste, and his smell. 

The tree of life.] So called, because there was a virtue 
in it, as several of the ancient fathers think, not only to re- 
pair the animal spirits, as other nourishment doth ; but also 
to preserve and maintain them, and all the organs of the 
body, in the same equal temper and state wherein they 
were created, without any decay: until man should have 
been fit to be translated into another world. To this pur- 
pose Irenajus, St. Chrysostom, Theodoret, but especially 
Greg. Nazianzen speak, El ply ovy ipuvapty, &c. " If there- 
fore we had continued what we were, and kept the com- 
mandment, we should have been what we were not by com- 
ing to the tree of life, awaSavaTHrSiyrtQ teal 0*w wXtjaiaaayreg, be- 
ing made immortal, and approaching nigh to God." (Orat. 
xliii. p. 699. D.) And why we should think it impossible 
or unlikely, that God should make such a fruit, I do not 
see. Nay, it seems necessary there should have been such 
a kind of food; unless we will suppose God would have 
preserved Adam (had he continued innocent) from dying, 
by a continual miracle : which is a harder supposition 
than the other. 

But this garden being also a type of heaven, perhaps 
God intended by this tree to represent that immortal life, 
which he meant to bestow upon man with himself. (Rev. 
xxii. 2.) And so St. Austin in that famous saying of his: 
"Erat ei in creteris liguis alimentum, in isto autem sacra- 
mentum :" (lib. viii. de Gen. ad Lit. cap. 4.) In other trees 
there was nourishment for man ; but in this also a sacra* 
ment. For it was both a symbol of that life which God 
had already bestowed upon man (who was hereby put in 
mind, that God was the author of his being, and all his en- 
joyments), and of that life he was to hope for in another 
world, if he proved obedient. 

In the midst of the garden.] This signifies cither its situa- 
tion, or its excellence : for that which is most eminent in 
any place, the Hebrews say is " in the midst," xxiii. 10. 

The tree of knowledge of good and evil.] So called, as 1 
take it, because God intended by this tree to prove Adam 
and Eve, whether they would be good or bad: which was 
to be made known, by their abstaining from its fruit, or 
eating of it. It is generally thought indeed by interpre- 
ters (of which I leave the reader to judge), that it had this 
name afterwards ; either because the tempter pretended it 
would make them so wise, as to know all things, (for so 
good and evil may be expounded, chap. iii. 5. to signify 
as much as all things whatsoever) or because, in the event, 
pon the eating of this fruit, they did actually know, by 



Digitized by microsoft ® 



CHAP. II.] 



UPON GENESIS. 



11 



miserable experience (which they would not learn with- 
out it), the great difference between obeying and disobeying 
God's commands. -That is, they who did not sufficiently 
attend to their duty, nor consider what it was to sin, and 
what the effect of it would be ; presently, upon the eating 
of this fruit, reflected upon both. For they saw how griev- 
ous it was to incur God's displeasure, by believing a 
creature rather than him ; and by being so ungrateful, as 
not to acknowledge his bounty in all the blessings they en- 
joyed; without thinking him envious in denying them one, 
as a proof of their obedience. 

Some think it was so called, as a caveat to them, not to 
study craft and subtilty ; but to content themselves in a 
simple, plain way of life (wherein God made them), with- 
out any curiosity to know more than was needful for them. 
Which they think is confirmed by chap. iii. 6, " She saw it 
was good to make one wise," i. e. cuuning and wily. 

Ver. 10. And a river went out of Eden, &c] These words 
afford us such a key to open to us the place where this 
garden was planted, that one can scarce doubt whereabout 
it was ; though the precise spot of ground be not marked 
out in this description of it. For it lay in- the country of 
Eden ; and we are directed to find that out by this remark- 
able circumstance, that a river ivent out of it : which doth 
not signify, that the spring of the river was in Eden; but 
that the river run through that country into the garden, to 
water it. The garden, therefore, it is probable, was a part 
of the province of Eden ; and was watered by that river 
which came from it. The only difficulty is, to find what 
river this was. Our countryman Mr. Carver, in his learned 
discourse of the Terrestrial Paradise, (chap, vii.) endea- 
vours to prove, that the two great rivers, Euphrates and 
Tigris, having but one and the same fountain in Armenia 
the Greater, run along for some time in one stream, called 
Tigris : upon which he thinks this garden was seated, be- 
fore this river parted into two streams, Euphrates and Ti- 
gris. This he confirms out of the two Epistles of the Nes- 
torian Christians written to Rome 1552, and translated by 
Masius; where they call Tigris the River of Eden. And 
there are indeed some ancient authors, particularly Lucan 
and Boetius, who say that these two rivers come out of the 
same spring: but their mistake arose, it is likely, from 
hence, that they sprung(as Strabo tells us) out of one and the 
same mountain, viz. Niphates, which is a part of Taurus: 
and Euphrates sprung oufofthe northern side of it, and Ti- 
gris out of the southern ; as Salmasius observes upon So- 
linns, (p. 621, &c.) Certain it is, that the best authors, 
both ancient and modern, make them to have different 
springs, from whence they hold different courses, Eu- 
phrates towards the west, and Tigris towards the east: and 
do not make one river, till (after they have run through 
many countries) they meet and join together about Apa- 
mia, according to Ptolemy. And then indeed they make, 
for a long way, but one great stream: which I take to he 
the river here mentioned by Moses, that run througli the 
country of Eden, which perhaps lay on both sides of the 
river; as the garden, it is plain, by ver. 8. did on the 
eastern side of it; extending itself to the place where 
these united rivers parted again. For so it follows : 

And from thence.'] i. e. Below the garden. 

It parted.] Or, was divided again, as it had been before 
into two other streams. By which words we seem to have 



found the place where the garden ended ; but being not 
told where it began, nor how far it spread itself eastward 
from the river side, I will not presume to say what country 
or countricsit included. Certain it is, there was a country, 
as I observed before, called Eden in aftertimes, which was 
part of the kingdom of Assyria, (2 Kings xix. 12.) And 
that kingdom then comprehended not only the country an- 
ciently called Ashur, but Mesopotamia and Babylonia, 
&c. In some part of which last province it is probable 
this garden was seated. 

And became into four heads.] He doth not say was 
parted into four heads, but became into four heads (whose 
names here follow); two before they united, viz/Tigris and ; 
Euphrates; and two after they again parted, viz. Pison 
and Gihon. 

These he calls heads, or principal rivers, as David Chy- r 
trasus, I think, rightly understands it; quatuor illustria et 
magna flnmina efficiebant, made four famous and great 
rivers. For all divisions from the main stream are called 
the heads of a water; as Sir W. Raleigh observes out of 
Ulpianus. And it is indifferent, whether the water come' 
out of a fountain, or out of a river, or a lake : for that part 
of the river (suppose) where the branch forsakes the main 
stream, is called the head of that branch; which becomes 
a new river. In like manner may Euphrates and Tigris be 
called the heads of that river which they made at their* 
meeting : as where they part again, the beginnings (as the 
LXX. translate the word) of the other two rivers, Pison • 
and Gihon, are properly called the heads of them. 

Ver. 11. The name of the first is Pison, or Phison.] This 
is that branch which runs westerly ; and being nearest to 
the place where Moses wrote, on the other side of Jordan, 
is first mentioned by him. It is a. long time since both 
this river and Gihon have lost these names: the Greek and 
Roman writers calling them still, > after their parting, by 
the names they had before they met, Euphrates and Tigris. 
But there was a remainder of the name of Pison preserved 
in the easterly river, called Pasitigris, which is the same 
with Oroatis, as Salmasius observes in his Exerc.Plinianav 
in Solin. p. 701, 702 : and is called (as Mr. Carver notes) 
by Xenophon simply Physcus; in which the name of Phi- 
son is plainly enough retained. Which continued till the 
time of Alexander the Great; for Q. Curtius, as he further 
notes, commonly calls Tigris itself by the name of Phasis, 
and says it was so called by the inhabitants thereabout. 
Which, in all probability, was at first the name of this 
other river Phison ; but lost by the many alterations which 
were made, for a long time, in the course of it, as Pliny 
tells us. For he says, the Orcheni, and other neighbour- 
ing nations, made great and deep cuts or canals to carry 
the water of Euphrates (meaning this river) into their fields ; 
and so it lost its course, and run thrbugh Tigris and the 
marshes into the sea. Strabo saith the same, that from 
these hupvyat, as he calls them, deep trenches, which car- 
ried the water of Euphrates into Tigris, came the name of 
Pasitigris ; that is, Pison mixed with Tigris. See Salma 
sius in the forenamed Exercitations, page 703. where he 
shews this river was not perfectly restored to its course till 
the times- of Alexander the Great. 

That is it which compasseth the whole land of Ilavilah.~] 
By finding where this country was, we certainly find tho* 
river Phison. Now Moses makes mention of two Havi- 
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lahs; one descended from Cash, (Gen. x. 7.) and the other 
from Jocktan, (ver. 2<).) The latter of these cannot be here 
meant, for his posterity were planted eastward; but the 
former, who were a more western people, in that part of 
Arabia Fclix> which bordered upon (his stream. For the 
Ishmaelites (who inhabited Arabia Dcserta) are described 
by Moses, (xxv. 18.) as bounded by Shur towards Egypt, 
and by llavilah in the way to Assyria. And Saul found 
Havilah in after-times in the very same situation. (1 Sam. 
xv. 7.) And still, much later, Strabo mentions the Xaw- 
\oraloi (which are % certainly the posterity of Chavilah) 
among the people of Arabia. See Bochart's Phulcg. lib. 
iv. cap. 11. 

Jfliere there is gold.'] Nothing is more famous than the 
gold of Arabia : where Diodorus Siculus says it is digged 
up in great lumps, as big as a chesnut; lib. ii. p. 1)3. Edit. 
H. Stcph. 

Ver. 12. And thegold of that land is good.] i. e. Is excel- 
lent : for the forenamed author says, it is of such a flaming 
colour, that it adds much to the lustre of precious stones, 
that are set in it. 

Tliere is bdellium.'] The Hebrew word being bedolach, 
some have thought bdellium to come from thence, which 
is an aromatic gum. Others think bedolach to be crystal, 
others amber; but Bochart rather thinks it signifies pearl: 
which he proves (in his Hicrozoic. pt. ii. lib. v. cap. 25.) 
from the country itself here mentioned, viz. llavilah, which 
he looks upon as that part of Arabia which lies upon 
the Persian Gulph: at Catipha, there is a great pearl- 
fishing. The manna also, wherewith the Israelites were 
fed in the wilderness, is described (Numb. xi. 7.) to be 
round like coriander seed, and of the colour of bedolach. 
Now, in his former description, Closes says it was white, 
(Exod. xvi. 14.) which agrees to pearls, as also doth round- 
ness, but not to the sweet gum called bdellium: of which 
see Salmasius in his Excrc. Plin. p. 1150. 

And the onyx stone.] This country also was famous for 
precious stones; as appears by the report which Near- 
chus (Alexander's admiral) made of the western coast of 
the Persian Gulph, in Strabo, lib. xvi. But Braunius 
(lib. ii. de Vestitu Sacerd. Hebr. cap. 18. ) thinks schoham 
sfiould rather be translated the sardonyx. Whichsoever it 
be, Arabia was famous both for the onyx and sardonyx, 
as Salmasius observes out of Pliny; ib. p. 5G2, 563. 

Ver. 13. The name of the second river is Gihon.] There 
are no footsteps of this name remaining that I can find^ 
but we arc directed, by the country it is said to compass, 
to take, it to be the eastern stream that arose from the part- 
ing of Euphrates and Tigris; as Pison, I said, was the 
western. 

Compasseih, or, runneth along by the whole land of 
Ethiopia.] Or Cush : who was seated more eastward than 
his sons, Havilah, Seba, and the rest, (mentioned Gen. x. 
G, 7.) upon the borders of this river. For when people 
first began to spread themselves, they kept as near to great 
rivers as they could; for the better communication one 
with another, and affording mutual succour and assistance. 
It is probable that he gave name to the country of Susia- 
na ; which the Greeks called Klatrta, and is now called by 
the Persians, Chuzestan; ?. e. the province of Chus. And 
when his posterity multiplied, they went more westward, 
toward the Arabian sea: from whence his brother Milz- 



raim passed into Egypt. Our translators follow tho LXX. 
in rendering the Hebrew name Cush, by Ethiopia: not 
meaning that in Africa, but this in Asia. For the ancients 
frequently mention a double Ethiopia, as many have ob- 
served; particularly Job Ludolphus, who herein justifies 
the LXX. in great part; lib. ii. Comment, in Histor. 
Ethiop. cap. iii. n. 1G. 

Ver. 14. The name of the third is Uiddekel.] Which river, 
being called by Daniel (x. 4.) the great river; cannot be, 
as many have fancied, Naharmalcha : for that was but*a 
cut, made byTrajan to waft his army out of Euphrates into 
Tigris (as Ammianus Marcellinus tells us), and therefore 
Hiddekcl isTigris itself. Which, as Pliny says, was called 
Diglito in those parts where its course was slow; and 
where it began to be rapid, it took the name of Tigris. 
And so the Arabians call this river Deglat, and Degcla, 
from the Hebrew word Uiddekel* Which Salmasius de- 
rives from Hadda, or Chadda, sharp pointed; and Kal, 
swift; because of its very quick and hasty motion : and 
thence the Greeks, he observes, derive the name of Tigris, 
a™ nje o^njroc. (Exerc. in Solin. p. 601.) Rauwolff, in his 
Travels, (pt. ii. cap. 9.) says, that when he was at Ca- 
ruch, on the confines of Media (which was about a hun- 
dred years ago), Tigris was still called in their language 
Hidekel. 

Which goeth toward the east of Assyria.] If it make a 
great bend northward (as Pliny saith it doth about Apa- 
mia), it must needs run towards the east of Assyria, for 
some time. But this is not the course of the river; and 
therefore the LXX. translate the word kidmath, which we 
English towards the east, simply toward: and it is certain 
Tigris did run by Assyria; for Nineveh, the chief city of 
Assyria, stood upon the east side of this river, as Bochart 
hath demonstrated in his Phaleg. lib. iv. cap. 20. 

The fourth river is Euphrates. ,] None doubt that the river 
called here in the Hebrew Pcrath, or Phrath, is the same 
that hath been called for many ages Euphrates. The 
course of which was so well known in those days, that 
Moses gives no description of it. 

Ver. 15. And the Lord God took the man.'] After such a 
manner as he took David from the sheepfolds, (Psal. 
lxxviii. 70.) by an extraordinary motion. For as a prophet 
was sent from God to anoint him; so God himself, I sup- 
pose, appeared to Adam, in a visible glorious majesty, 
which the Jews call the Schechinah; (as was noted before, 
i. 3.) because it was a tokeu of God's special presence, 
and by it he dwelt among his people. It seems to have 
been a very shining flame, or amazing splendour of light, 
breaking out of a thick cloud : of which we afterward read 
very often, under the name of " the glory the Lord;" which at 
first appeared to Moses, as " aflame of fire out of the midst * 
of a bush/' (Exod. iii. 2.) To this I cannot thiuk our first 
parents to have been strangers ; but look upon it as highly 
probable, that this Divine Majesty conducted Adam from 
the place where he was formed into the garden of Eden. 

And put him.] Or, placed him there. 

To dress it, and to keep it.] To preserve it, by his care 
and labour, in the condition wherein he found it. Thco- 
philus Antiochenus thinks it is not without a mystery, that 
God's putting man into paradise is twice mentioned, (here, 
and ver. 8.) to signify, that after' man was cast out of one 
paradise, he should still have a right to another : " By 
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being well instructed in his banishment, and prepared for a 
restitution, at the general resurrection and new* creation." 
Lib. ii. ad Autolycum. 

Ver. 16. And the Lord God commanded the man.] This 
is a farther indication, that the Divine Majesty appeared to 
Adam and spake to him, as he did to Moses out of the 
flame in the bush, saying, 

Of every tree in the garden thou mayest freely eat.'] A 
very liberal concession ; which was abundantly sufficient 
to demonstrate that it was not envy (of which the Divine 
nature is not capable) which moved their Creator to 
abridge our first parents' liberty in one particular; 

Ver. 17. But of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, (why so called, see ver. 9.) thou shall not eat of it.] 
This small restraint it was fit to lay upon Adam, to make 
him sensible, that though he had dominion over all things, 
yet he was not their lord ; but a servant of the Most High : 
who required this abstinence in token of his subjection, 
and to prove his obedience to him. This account many of 
the fathers give of it; particularly Tertullian, who calls 
this the primordial laiv: which was, quasi matrix omnium 
prceceptornm Dei, (adv. Judseos, cap. 2.) including, as it 
were, in its womb, all the natural laws of God. For as, in 
observing this law, he had testified his unspotted love and 
obedience to God; so, in violating it, be threw off the Di- 
vine government, and opposed his own will to God's. But 
still some ask, why should his obedience be tried in such 
an instance as this? Not considering, that an experiment 
of it could scarce have been made in any of the moral pre- 
cepts ; which there was no occasion to violate. For what 
should tempt him to idolatry, or to take God's name in 
vain, or to murder his wife? How was it possible to com- 
mit adultery, when there was nobody but be and she in the 
world ? How could he steal, or what room was there then 
for coveting, when God had put him in possession of all 
tilings ? It bad been in vain to forbid that which could not 
be done ; and it had not been virtue to abstain from that 
to which there was no temptation, but from that which in- 
vited them to transgress. I speak in the plural number; 
because it must be remembered, that this prohibition was 
given, not only to Adam, but to Eve also, (iii. 1, 2.) an ac- 
count of whose production immediately follows. 

Theoph. Antiochenus, in the place beforcnamed, hath 
several pretty reflections upon this prohibition ; and this 
among the rest : That Adam and Eve, being but newly 
brought into the world, were in simplicity, to be wholly or- 
dered and governed by the will and pleasure of their hea- 
venly Parent; and not affect much knowledge (as not 
agreeable to their infant state), but to grow up in it by de- 
grees, and notWcp t%u ^uiuV fpovtiv, to aim at wisdom above 
their age. To which purpose Greg. Nazianzeu also dis- 
courses in many places. (Orat.xxxviii. p. G19; Orat.xlii. 
p. GS1 ; and Carm. Arcan. vii. p. 1(>2.) And indeed many 
excellent meditations may be raised from hence; particu- 
larly, that Christians new-born should not be so greedy of 
knowledge, as careful and solicitous of well-doing : for 
many have been ruined by early speculations. Which, if 
one could pick any good sense out of such stuff as the Va- 
lentinians uttered, I should think they intended to represent, 
when they said, the last of their JEons, whom they called 
Wisdom, labouring to comprehend the /3u$o C , or depth(i. e. 
the Father of all), had like to have lost itself, till it was 



helped by opog, or limit. That is, we are preserved by 
setting some bounds to our desires after knowledge. 

TIiou shall surely die.] In the Hebrew, dying thou shall 
die; to shew the certainty of it, as we rightly translate it. 
Which doth not signify, as appears by the event, that he 
should instantly die ; but become mortal ; lose the immor- 
tality wherewith he was invested. (Gen. iii. 19.). And; as 
Athanasius thinks, the doubting the expression denotes, 

ft)} fiovov cnrodv1}crKEiv, a\Xa teal iv njf tov Sclvutov <j>$ofi(J hafxeveiv, 

(lib. de Incarn. Verbi) he should Not only die, but re- ~ 
main in the corruption of death; as we should all have 
done, had not the second Adam obtained for us a happy 
resurrection. 

I need not add, that diseases, sicknesses, and pains, the 
forerunners of death, are included in this threatening. 

Ver. 18. And the Lord God said.] Or, had said, as it is 
by some translated; the better to shew' that the foregoing 
precept was given to both. And to say in this place, is as 
much as to resofoe and decree : as Melancthon well explains 
it, in one of his Epistles : '* Dicere, hoc loco significat, mi- 
randasapientiasancire, et nobis hocdecretum tradere:" To 
say here signifies to establish ivith wonderful vnsdom, and 
to deliver this decree to us. (lib. i. Epist. 126.) Where he 
again repeats it, " The Lord said ;" that is, by his wise 
counsel and immutable decree, he established this order. 

It is not good that man should be alone.] Uncomfortable 
to want society, and unfit there should not be an increase 
of mankind. Concerning which Plato hath left these won- 
derful words : (lib. vi. De Legibus :) This is the encourage- 
ment to marriage — not only that the human race may be per- 
petuated ; but a man may, 7ra/£ctc irafiwv cut t$ 0£y virtjptTag 

hv& avTov irapaStMyai, leave children's children behind him 
when he is gone, to serve God in his stead. 

I will make him an help.] For all the necessities and uses 
of life. 

Meet for him.] In whose company he shall take delight ; 
so the Hebrew phrase, as before him, imports ; being as 
much as, answerable to him, every way fitted for him; not 
only in likeness of body, but of mind, disposition, and af- 
fection : which laid the foundation of perpetual familia- 
rity and friendship. Or, as the author of Cether Shem 
Tobh, mentioned by Hackspan, interprets it, " She shall 
always be ready to observe and serve him." For to stand 
before any one, in the Hebrew language, signifies readiness 
to do what is desired. See more on ver. 25. 

Ver. 19. And out of the ground the Lord God formed.] 
Or, had formed; i. 20. 24. 

Every beast of the field, &c] The ground here must be 
understood to comprehend the water also; out of which the 
fowl were made. 

And brought them unto Adam.] It is commonly thought 
that this name of Adam; given to the first man, signifies as 
much as red earth. But Job Ludolphus hath made it far 
more probable that it imports elegant, or beautiful. (See 
his Histor. Ethiop. lib. i. cap. 15. n. 17, 18. and his com- 
mentaries upon that chapter, n. 107.) How the beasts and 
birds were brought to him we are not told: but it is likely 
by the ministry of angels; who were* perpetual attendants 
upon the Schechinah, or Divine Majesty. 

To see what he ivonld call them.] To exercise and im- 
prove his understanding. 
And whatever Adam called, &c] God approved of it, 
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Ver. 20. And Adam gave names, &c] Or, though Adam 
gave names to all creatures ; yet, among them all, when 
they were brought before him, there was not a fit com- 
panion found for him. It doth not follow, from his giving 
names, that he knew the nature of all those creatures : for 
tho names of them in Scripture (which they who are of this 
opinion generally suppose were the names given by Adam) 
are taken from tbeir voice, their colour, their magnitude, 
or some such external difference, and not from their na- 
ture. Therefore, this imposing names upon them, denotes 
rather his dominion than his knowledge. The anonymous 
author of the Chron. Excerpta before Joh. Antioehenus 
Malala, says, That Adam imposed names upon all crea- 
tures, Kara xtXevatv OtoD, by the commandment of God, ri> <? 

avTov ovofia ku\ rrjc yvvaixoc abrov "AyyeXoc Kvpiov elirey avrolc> 

but his own name and his wife's were told him by an angel 
of the Lord. 

Vcr. 21. And the Lord God caused a deep sleep, &c] 
Whereby he was made less sensible of the pain, which 
Otherwise he would have felt in the opening his side, if 
his mind had not been wholly intent upon something else. 
As it was in this sleep ; which was accompanied with an 
extasy, (so the LXX. translate this word, and it is agree- 
able to what we read Job iv. 13.) wheroin was represented 
to his mind, both what was done to him, and the mystery 
of it; as appears by ver. 23, 24. Vid. Epiphan. Haeres. 
xlviii.n. 4, 5, 6. 

And he took one of his ribs.'] Tho. Bartholinus, a late-fa- 
mous physician, thinks it probable that Adam had thirteen 
ribs on each side, and that God took away one pair, with 
the musculous parts that adhere to them; and out of them 
made Eve. For commonly men have but twelve ribs, 
though sometimes there have been found (as Galen and 
Riolanus upon bim testify) those who liave had thirteen, 
and, very rarely, some who have had but eleven: as Bar- 
tholin himself observed in a lusty strong man whom he 
dissected, anno 1657, who had but eleven on one side, 
and a small appearance of a twelfth on the other. (Histor. 
Anatom. et Medic. Centur. v. cap. 1.) It is fit here to be 
observed, that God did not form Eve out of the ground, 
as ho had done Adam ; but out of his side : that he might 
breed the greater lovo between him and her, as parts of 
tho same whole. "Whereby he also effectually recom- 
mended marriage to all mankind, as founded in nature ; 
and as the re-union of man and woman. It is likewise ob- 
servable, that there is no mention here of his breathing a 
soul into her, as into him : for Moses only explains what 
was peculiar to Eve (which was her being made out of his 
side); the rest is supposed in those words, (ver. 19.)" I will 
make him an help meet for him;" which the Vulgar Latin 
rightly translates simile ei, like unto him. For so theHebrew 
word kenegdo is used by the Jewish writers, particularly 
by Benjamin in his Itinerary ; where, speaking of the Jews 
at Germuda, and naming several, he says, there were many 
more kenegdem, like unto them. And so the word <W* among 
the Greeks denotes likeness and similitude, as well as con- 
trary. Of which see Const. 1/ Einpereur, Annot. in Benj. 
Tudel. p. 13$. The woman therefore was in all things like 
him : only he made out of the earth, she out of him : that he 
might cleave to her with the dearest love and affection. It 
was also said before this, (i. 27.) that both man and wo- 
man were'made " in the likeness of God." 



And closed up the flesh, instead thereof] Made the flesh 
as firm ns it was before. 

Ver. 22. And the rib, Sec. made he woman. ~] Which was as 
easy for the Divine power to do, as to niako the man him- 
self out of the earth. 

And brought her to Arm.] Not merely by conductingherto 
the same place where he was ; but the Divine Majesty (which 
now appeared to Eve) presented and gave her to him, to be 
his wife. God himself made the espousals (if I may so 
speak)betwecn them, and joined thein together in marriage, 

Ver. 23. And Adam said, &c] Now indeed I have 
found, what I could not see before among all God s crea- 
tures, another self. 

She shall be called woman, &c] Partake of my name, as 
she doth of my nature. For he called her Isscha, as he 
was called Issch. From whence Sepher Cosri and Abar- 
binel endeavour (in a very long discourse) to prove tho 
Hebrew to be the primitive language. And Abarbinel ob- 
serves theChristians to bo of the same opinion, quoting, for 
a proof of it, St. Austin's book, De Civitate Dei. 

Ver. 24. Therefore shall a man leave his father and mo- 
ther, and cleave to his wife.] Cohabit with her, rather than 
with his parents (if they cannot all dwell together), and be 
joined to her in tho closest and most inseparable affec- 
tion : as if they were but one person, and had but one soul 
and one body. That is the meaning of the next words, 

And they shall be one flesh.'] Most intimately conjoined 
in entire and inseparable love. Which arose from the sin- 
gular union of (he flesh of our first parents; one of them 
being taken, out of the other. From whence Maimonides 
and other Hebrew doctors infer all mixture with beasts to 
be contrary to nature; who are neither one flesh with us, 
nor one with another. For in this our bodies, as well as 
our souls, have a pre-eminence above theirs ; which were 
not made one flesh after such a manner as man and woman 
were. They hence also conclude all incestuous marriages, 
&c. to be unlawful, as may be seen in Mr. Selden. (De 
Jure N. ct G. lib. v. cap. 2.) Their observation is more 
pertinent, who take notice, that God, creating and joining 
together but one man and one woman in the beginning, in- 
tended mankind should be so propagated, and not by 
polygamy. Which in process of time indeed became tho 
general practice ; but " from the beginning it was not so/' as 
our Saviour speaks in the case of divorces. Which he 
concludes, from these very words, were against the Divine 
institution, which made " two to be one flesh;" (Matt. xix. 5, 
6.8.) so he interprets these words, (and St. Paul doth tho 
same, 1 Cor. vi. 16.) " they shall be one flesh:" and so doth 
Jonathan's Paraphrase, and the Samaritan Code, as Mr. 
Selden observes, in the place now named. 
* Ver. 25. And they were both naked, the man and his 
wife.] They did not yet find any necessity for clothes. 

And they were not asliamed.]- Did not blush; no more 
than little children do, when they behold one another naked, 
and embrace with an innocent affection. Besides, there 
was nobody but they two (who in effect were as one) ta 
behold them : and therefore they had no more reason (o 
blush, than a man doth when he is naked alone by himself, 

CHAP. III. 

J-iUSEBIUS observes, (lib. vii. Praspar. Evang. cap. f), 
10.) that Moses, having settled the great doctrines of the 
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creation of the world, and the dignity of man, made in the 
image of God; proceeds very wisely to instruct the Is : 
raelites, that there are none so happy, but, without due care 
and watchfulness, may become most miserable : there" be- 
ing irovTipoG caljxtav (as his words are), a wicked demon at 

every man's elbow, /3d<ricnvoc Kal ^itroKaXoc Kal tT]Q avQpu>7rtov 

npx r £ €v €7rtj3ou\oc awTtpiad, envious, a hater of those that are 
good, and from the beginning a wihj miderminer of men's 
salvation. 

Now this following immediately after the relation of the 
formation of Eve, hath made some fancy, that our very first 
parents fell the very same day they were made. And thus 
much, I think, must be supposed — that they did not continue 
very long in their happy state : for if they had persisted 
steadfastly in their duty for a considerable time, they 
would have acquired such a habit of well-doing, as would 
not have been so easily lost. But that they continued lon- 
ger than a day, there are many circumstances to induce us 
to believe. For it required some time for Adam to be ac- 
quainted with all other creatures, and to impose names 
upon them : and there being none of them a meet help for 
him, he slept some time, till Eve had taken her beginning 
out of him. Whom, when he saw, he received, and owned 
her for his wife ; and no doubt made more reflections upon 
God's wisdom, pow r er, and goodness, than are set down in 
this sacred story. They both also received a command 
from God, not to eat of one tree in the garden : into which," 
when they were brought, we cannot but think they walked 
about it, and took such a view of it, as to be convinced, by 
the bountiful provision God had made for them, they had 
no reason to complain of the small restraint he laid upon 
them. All which could not be performed so speedily as 
some have imagined: for though God can do what he 
pleases in an instant, yet man cannot; and. God himself 
did not in one day create the world. And, besides that, 
some time was necessary for transacting all these things; 
it is not likely tho devil would immediately set upon Eve, 
as soon as the command was laid upon them ; but rather 
let it bo a little forgotten. And if the time be observed 
when he assaulted her, it will much confirm this opinion, 
which was in the absence of her husband; for that we can- 
not easily believe to have been upon the same day they 
were created. The extraordinary kindness they had ono for 
the other, will scarce allow us to think it possible, they 
should be so soon separated, It is plain also, God " sanc- 
tified the seventh day" before their fall ; which it is highly 
probable they spent in admiring and praising the almighty 
goodness. 

Ver. 1. Notu the serpent.'] Or, that serpent (as some 
think it should be translated) which the tempter made use 
of, as his instrument to deceive. 

Was more subtilJ] The whole species of serpents is noted 
by Aristotle (lib. i. Histor. Animal, cap. 1.) to be /j«A«7ra 
£ Vt/3ovXoc, extremely insidious; but this was extraordinary 
wily. What sort it was is not here expressed: but all 
agree there is now none like it; the curse of God having 
degraded it. St. Basil in his Book of Paradise (p. 627.) 
saith, it was not a frightful creature, as it is now, aXXk 
7rpotjYivt)c Ka\ ftfitpoe, but mild and gentle: not Crawling and 
winding about, in a terrible manner, upon the ground, aXV 
v^Xoc W irtiwv fitfimttor) but lofty, and going upright upon 
its feet. Several of the Jews have been of this opinion ; 



and our famous Mr. Mede inclines to it. (Discourse 
xxxviii. p. 291, &c.) But I take the conjecture of another 
very learned person, now a bishop of our church, to be far 
more probable: which I shall endeavour to strengthen. 
There were (and still are in the eastern and southern parts 
of the world) serpents having wings, and shining very 
brightly, like to fire. So we read (Isa. xiv. 29.) of u a 
flying fiery serpent." Which fiery serpents are called sera- 
phinis, in Numb. xxi. G. 8. and termed fiery, not. merely 
with respect to their venom, which made sore inflamma- 
tions in the bodies of those who were bitten by them, but 
because they appeared shining like fire when they flew in 
the air. I * 

Whence seraphim is the name also of the highest sort of 
angels, (called the u cirigels of the presence," Isa. vi. 2. 6.) 
who appeared, I suppose, in some such form with flaming 
wings. For otherwise, I cannot think serpents would 
have been honoured as sacred things in so many countries, 
as we find they anciently were, unless they had been 'the 
symbols of angels. The devil, therefore, I conceive, made 
use of some such serpent (but of a more surpassing 
brightness than any now extant), that he might resemble 
one of the most illustrious angels, who appeared sometimes 
in the like shape. Which moved Eve the more readily to 
hearken unto the voice of the serpent; taking it to be one 
of the heavenly seraphims, which she had seen sometime, 
in such a splendid form, attend upon tho Divine glory, or 
majesty: for the angels always made a paTt of the Sche- 
chinah. And thus, one would think, Tertullian understood 
this matter, when he said, (in his book De Prescript. Haeret 
cap. xlvii.) " Istum fuisse serpentem, cui Eva, ut filio Dei, 
crediderat f this was the serpent to whom Eve gave credit 
as to the Son of God. Which, if any one take to be the 
words of the heretics he is there speaking of; yet those 
are not which we find in his book against the Valentini- 
ans, (cap.' 2.) where he saith the serpent was " j\ primordio 
Divinse imaginis prasdo," an usurper of the Divine image 
from the beginning. (Seo Dr. Tenison of Idolatry, p. 356.) 
To which that passage in Epiphanius may be added, who 
mentions some heretics (who might have some truth 
among them) that said, the woman listened to the serpent, 
ml iireiSji o>gvlov Qeov,> and believed him, or was persuaded by 
him, as the Son of God. (Hseres. xxxvii. n. 25.) And,~one 
would think, Rabbi Bechai had this notion in his mind, 
when he said (upon the 14th verse of this chapter,) "This is 
the secret (or mystery, of the holy language), that a ser- 
pent is called Saraph, as an angel is called Saraph." -For 
which he quotes the forenamed place, (Numb. xxi. G.) and 
then adds, The Scripture calls serpents seraphim, because 
they were toledoth hanacash hakadmoni, the offspring of 
this old serpent: understand this, (so he concludes, as our . 
Saviour speaks in another case, " Whoso readeth, let him 
understand/') as a matter of great concernment. Which 
can have no other meaning, I think, but this ; that the 
devil, (whom St. John also calls the " old serpent," Rev. 
xii. 9.) in this serpent here spoken of, counterfeited a glo- 
rious seraphim, and thereby seduced Eve to give credit 
to him. 

How r ever this be, it is most reasonable to suppose, it 
was some beautiful creature ; by whom Eve thought an 
angel, who wished them well, discoursed with her : for she 
was not so simple as to think that beasts could speak ; 
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much less, that they knew more of God's mind than her- 
self. Nor doth it seem at all credible to me, that she 
could have been otherways deceived, but by some crea- 
ture which appeared so gloriously, that she took it for an 
heavenly minister ; who, she thought, came to explain to 
them the meaning of the Divine command. 

Yea, hath God said.*] This doth not look like the begin- 
ning of a discourse, but the conclusion : as the Jews them- 
selves have observed. And it is not improbable/ that the 
tempter, before he spake these words, represented himself 
as one of the heavenly court ; who came, or was sent, to 
congratulate the happiness that God hath bestowed upon 
them in paradise : which was so great, that he could not 
easily believe he had denied them any of the fruit of the 
garden. He desired therefore to be satisfied, from her own 
mouth, .of the truth of what he pretended to have heard ; 
or to know how they understood the command of God : 
for so these words may be translated, " Is it true indeed, 
hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree/'&c. Which 
is a very ancient interpretation, and more probable than 
theirs, who would have the Hebrew particles, aph hi, sig- 
nify as much as utnt: " Although God hath said, Ye shall 
not eat, notwithstanding ye shall not die." So they sup- 
pose he was going to add ; but, before he had spoken the 
latter part of the sentence, Eve interrupted him, saying, 
" We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden/' This 
had been too gross, flatly to contradict what God had 
said : whereas the beginning of the verse tells us, he went 
more subtilly to work. 

Ver. 2. And the woman said unto the serpent, We may 
eat of the fruit of the trees' of the garden.*] She seems to 
have understood him, as if he thought God had forbid 
them to eat of any fruit in the garden. And indeed the 
foregoing question is ambiguous; like those oracles of his 
which made him be called Aofrac (oblique or crooked), by 
the ancient heathen ; because they had two meanings. She 
truly therefore reports the sense of .God's prohibition, in 
this and the following verse. Though there are those 
who think she pronounced these words, " We may eat 
of the fruit," &c. with some admiration, that they should 
be restrained from one fruit, when God had most li- 
berally granted them all the rest. The reason of which she 
did not know, and shewed her desire perhaps to under- 
stand it. 

Ver. 3. But of the fruit of the tree, which is in the midst 
of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, nor 
touch it, lest ye die.*] Some fancy the woman here began 
to prevaricate in two things: First, In saying they might 
not touch it: Secondly, In saying only there was danger 
if they meddled with it, and not an absolute threatening. 
Of which the devil, they think, took advantage; and imme- 
diately assured her, there was no danger at all. This last 
they grounded upon the Hebrew particle pen, which we 
translate lest, and expresses a doubting. But I do not 
think either of these observations are solid : for that par- 
ticle does not always imply a doubt, as we. may learn 
from the second psalm, the last verse, and many other 
places: and the touching of the fruit, signifies the pluck- 
ing it off from the tree, in order to eat it: which was ex- 
pressly forbidden. 

Ver. 4. Ye shall not surely die.] You are under a mis- 
take: death will not be the certain consequence of your 



eating this fruit: for God is too good to inflict such a 
heavy punishment for so small a Ikult. 

Ver. 5. For God, &c.J The particle ki, which we translate 
for, signifies here as much as but (as Abarbinel and others 
observe), just as in Psalm cxv. 1. So the meaning is, you 
shall be in no danger, but quite contrary, be great gainers 
by tasting of this fruit: as God himself knows, who only 
keeps you in awe by his threatening, but will not be so se- 
vere as to execute it; when he sees you much improved, 
not impaired by eating of it. 

Tlien your eyes shall be open.] For you will immediately 
discover abundance of things, whereof you are now ignorant. 

And ye shall be' as gods.] Like unto us, tho angels of 
God: who are frequently called Elohim, i.e. gods, in 
Scripture. Thus Maimonides understands it, (More Nev. 
pars i. cap. 2.) and Onkelos, who translates it princes, 
meaning angels, who are called *Apxai principalities, and 
powers, &c. 

Knowing good and evil.] i. e. All manner oC things. Or, 
as some of the Hebrews understand it, " Know what is 
fit for you to do, without any advice or instruction, and 
without any restriction, being subject to none; but enjoy 
freely what you please." For to knoio is sometimes as 
much as to enjoy, in the scripture language. So that ac- 
cording to this interpretation, he promises them likeness 
to God himself; who is absolutely free, and subject to none. 

But in this suggestion the devil proved, what our Savi- 
our says of him, that he was " a liar from the beginning:" 
for there are no less than four lies (as some reckon them) 
in these two verses. Which makes it seem strange that 
Eve should give credit to these suggestions, which were 
very foolish: it being incredible thai God should envy 
them any thing, who had given them their beings, and in- 
numerable blessings. I can give no account of it but 
this: that when we are searching after the reason of things 
as she, I suppose, was of this prohibition) and cannot 
find it; if one be suggested to us, which never came into 
our mind before, though in itself unlikely, we are ready to 
catch at it, and to be pleased with it: for when the mind 
is weary with inquiring, it is satisfied with a false reason 
rather than have none. The promise also of knowledge 
was very tempting; especially of such knowledge as he 
gave her hope would raise and advance her to a more 
noble condition. And it is likely she thought an heavenly 
minister (as she took him to be) might understand God's 
meaning better than herself. 

Ver. 6. Andwhen the woman saw the treeivas good, &c] 
This verse gives a further account of that which seems 
very strange, the disobedience of our first parents. She 
looked so long upon the forbidden fruit, till she not only 
had an appetite to it, as excellent food, but was taken 
with its beautiful colour; and was also strongly possessed, 
,by the persuasion of the old serpent, that her mind would 
be no less pleased than her palate by an increase in know- 
ledge and wisdom. These were powerful temptations, (ex- 
pressed in these words, " Good for food, pleasant to the 
eyes, and to be desired to make one wise,") and she could 
sec no evil in the thing itself; it being the mere pleasure 
of God, of which she did not apprehend the reason, that- 
made the eating of it a crime. This fruit also was planted, 
not in an obscure place, but " in the midst of the garden," 
(ver. 3.) near to the tree of life : which made it the more 
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inviting ; by its being always in her eye, as well as very 
beautiful; and raised, perhaps, the greater wonder in her, 
that God should forbid a thing which he had made so emi- 
nent for its beauty. Hereupon she yielded, and (as it fol- 
lows) u took of the fruit thereof and did eat." 

; And gave unto her husband tvith her.'] Who returned to 
iier, it is likely, as she was eating the fruit; and was 
,$oon persuaded to bear her company^ for it immediately 
follows, " and he did eat" 

It is a question, whether he debated the matter with her, 
.till he was satisfied with the arguments that moved her to 
eat; or his great affection to her drew him in, to do as 
;sbe did : without, any, other consideration, perhaps, than ' 
-this ; that he chose rather to die, than out-live one, whom 
•lie loved most passionately. To this last, the apostle's 
wojds seem to incline, (1 Tim. ii. 14.) "Adam was uot de- 
ceived :" though they do not necessarily signify, it must be 
confessed, that he was not seduced by the tempter's argu- 
ments; but only that Eve was first seduced, and then 
helped to seduce him. So that he might be wrought upon, 
both by those arguments, and by his affection also to Jus 
wife: but could have been deceived by. neither, had he not 
J>een first guilty of a great awpo<re*ia and paSvpia, (as .St. 
jQirysostom calls.it) heedlessness and non-attention, arising I 
from sloth and negligence. The reflection which Gregor. 
•Nazianzen. makes upon her gazing upon the beautiful 

ftuit is this ; tyevyiaptv rdg ev^poiag* elg ijfi&Q avrovs fi\(TVfj.ev, 

.&c. (Orat. xlvii. p. 700. IK) 

Ver. 7. And the eyes of them both were opened.] Not in 
the sense the serpent promised, but a very much different: 
for they soon saw their folly, and made sad reflections upon 
-what they had done. 

And tliey knew (or felt) that they were naked.] A cold 
shivering seized on. them ; and they perceived also that 
they were stripped of their intellectual ornaments, (as Atha- 
nasius expounds it, contra Gentes, p. 4.) and blushed also 
at their bodily nakedness, of which they were not before 
at all ^shamed. 

And they sewed fig-leaves together.] Or, twisted the 
young twigs of the Jig-tree, with the. leaves on than: which 
are very broad in the eastern countries. Pliny reckons 
Ihis among the trees that have the largest leaves, (lib. xvi. 
cap. 24. and cap. 2G.) where he saith, ithath" folium maxi- 
mum, umbrosissimumque," the greatest and most shady leaf 
of all other. 

And made themselves aprons.] A covering, which they 
girt about them. 

Ver. 8. Arid they heard the voice of the Lord walking in 
tJte garden!] The sound of the majestic presence, or the 
$lory of tiie Lord, approaching nearer and nearer unto the 
place where they were. For the walking may be referred 
to voice, as well as to the Lord : signifying that the sound, 
as I said (for so voice is often used in Scripture) of the Di- 
vine Majesty's approach, came still nearer, and' made a 
louder noise, to terrify them. For thus the word walk is 
applied to the voice (t. e. sound) of the trumpet at the gi\> 
ing of the law, when Moses says of it, (Exod. xix. 19.) 
ptm l^Vf ft walked, or increased, ami grew stronger. 
• Justj5o,I conceive, the sound, which the motion of the 
Schechiuah made, did at this time. And that, 

In the cool of the day.] When the wind began to rise (so 
it is in the Hebrew, in the wind of day); that is, towards 
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the evening, as most understand it: for then there was 
wont to be a gentle breath of wind; as Aristotle observes 
k of his country, ro*> Ztyvpov npbg n)v foiXrjv wiiv, the west wind 
was wont to blow towards the close of the day. Which be- 
ing a soft and gentle gale, the sound they heard was the 
more astonishing, which seemed to threaten a dreadful 
.storm. 

Onkelos thus paraphrases the first words, " they heard 
the voice of the Word of tbe Lord :" that is, of the Son of 
God ; who appeared in very glorious clouds, or rather in 
flaming fire, of such an amazing brightness, that they were 
jiot able to endure the sight of it. For so it follows : 

Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 
the Lord. God, &c.] It is plain by this there was the ap- 
pearance of an extraordinary presence ; .which affrighted 
them, and jnade them run " among the trees of the garden," 
i.e. into the thickets, or closest places they could find 
there. 

I. cannot but think the Schechinah, or Divine Majesty* 
appeared quite otherwise than formerly; that is, not in so 
mild a lustre as when they were first acquainted .with him ; 
-but in a more terrible burning light, as if it would consume 
them. For so we read in after-times, that the same Lord, 
whoappeared untoMoses "in a flame of fire outof the midst 
of the bush," (Exod. iii.2.) eame down in a more dread- 
ful manner, at the giving of the law, from Mount Sinai • 
when the mountain was " altogether on a smoke, (Exod.. 
xix. 18.) because the Lord descended upon it in fire :" and 
. that fire so great, that it flamed " unto the midst of hea- 
ven, (Deut. iv. 11.) with darkness, clouds, and thick dark- 
ness." 

Ver. 9. And the Lord God called unto Adam.] As he did 
to Moses put of the bush, (Exod. iii. 4.) and to Israel out 
of the midst of the fire, (Deut. iv. 12.) 

And said unto him.] With a majestic voice, against 
which he could not stop his ears. 

Wliere art thou ?] Why dost thou run into covers, like 
the wild beasts?. Sueh questions -do not argue innocence 
in him that asks them ; but are intended to awaken the 
guilty to a confession of their crimes : as appears from 
(iv. 10.) "Where is Abel thy brother?" Of whom Cain 
stubbornly refusing to give an account, the Lord said im- 
mediately (to shew he needed not to be informed), " The 
voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the 
ground." 

Ver. 10. And he said, I heard thy -.voice, and I was afraid, 
because Itvasnaked, &c] The very sound of the approach 
of thy presence so affrighted me, because I found. I had 
lost my innocency, that I hid myself from thee. This was 
a foolish and vain attempt ; but as guilt makes men fear- 
ful, so thatbereaves them of all consideration. 

Ver. 11. And : he said, Who told thee that thou wast 
naked?] Divested of tho3e noble endowments, which I 
bestowed on thee? 

Hast thou eaten? &c] Transgressed my commandment? 

Ver. 12. And the man. said, Thewoman whom thougavest r 
&c] I confess my guilt; info which I was drawn by her 
whom thou gavest me for an help. Thus we are aptto ex- 
cuse and palliate our faults; by laying that load upon 
others, with which we ought to charge ourselves. 

Ver. 13. And the Lord God said unto the woman, kc] 
What moved thee to violate my commamj? 
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And she said, The serpent beguiled me.] My weakness was 
deceived by tho cunning of (he devil. Tims she also threw 
.the blame upon another. But God, ho doubt, convinced 
•them both of the greatness of their guilt, and tho miserable 
condition * into which they wero fallen by their transgres- 
sion,, before he ended tliis discourse with them.' Which 
shews the infinite mercy of the Creator of all, who would 
not abandon them ; but sought ailer them to save them, 
when they had lost themselves. 

Ver. 14. And the Lord said unto the serpent, Tlwu art 
cursed, &c] It is observed by Tertullian, that though God 
inflicted punishments on Adam and Eve, yet he did not 
curse them," as he did the serpent, ut restitationis candi- 
dates, they standing far for a restitution to his favour, (lib. 
ii. adv.Marcion.cap.25.) And I may add, God did not be- 
gin with them; but first sentences the serpent, before he 
proceeds to judgment upon them : which denotes that hc(thc 
old serpent) was the great offender, being the first mover 
•to sin; which made his crime more grievous than theirs. 
* Now, to be cursed, is to be deprived of what was be- 
fore enjoyed, and doomed to a miserable wretched condi- 
tion of life : the particulars of which follow. The only dif- 
ficulty is, why the serpent (literally so called) should be 
.cursed, as it manifestly is, (though the devil also, I shall 
shew, is intended) being but an instrument which the evil 
spirit used; and had neither will to sin, nor yet under- 
.standingor knowledge of what the devil did. It is com- 
monly answered, that this is no more than the curse which 
God inflicted upon .the earth (which was not -capable of 
sinning) for Adam's sake, (ver. 17.) But still the reason of 
that curse is inquired ; which is evident enough: man him- 
self being punished by the curse upon the earth: which 
.did .not yield its fruitso plentifully and so easily, as it had 
done before his transgression. And the reason of this 
.curse upon the serpent may be the better discerned, by 
another instance which we find Exod. xxi. 28. where an 
ox, which gored a man or woman that they died, is ordered 
to be stoned, and his flesh not to be eaten. This sure was 
to shew the great value God set upon man's life: which 
he secured also by this punishment; which moved all 
owners to look well to their beasts that might endanger it. 
Even so was the serpent condemned, in mercy to Adam 
and his wife (whom, it is manifest by what follows, God in- 
tended to restore into his favour), that they might be ever 
mindful of the foulness of their guilt, and excited to re- 
pentance ; by seeing a noble creature (who was but the in- 
strument of it) so extremely debased into a most vile con- 
dition. . . 

Upon thy belly shall thou go.] This shews the serpent 
was a more noble creature before this fact: but changed 
after it, from a flying seraph (as the word is, Numb, xxi, 
6.) into a foul creeping serpent; not moving aloft .in the 
air, but crawling upon the earth, and licking the dust So 
it follows: 

And dust shall thou eat, all the days of thy life.'] There 
is no viler food than this : which doth not signify the ser- 
pent should feed upon nothing else; but that creeping on 
the ground it cannot but lick up much dust together with 
its food, whatsoever that be. , . 

All this is, literally, the curse of the serpent: but as the 
devil lay hidden under the covert of the serpent, though 
he be not named; so his curse is intended in this curso of 



the serpent, though it be not separately mentioned : as ap- 
pears by the following verse, which has a peculiar respect 
to (he devil under the name of tho serpent. And the devil's 
curse in general was this: to be thrust down further than 
before, from his ancient heavenly habitation ; and con- 
demned to live in the lower smoky region of the air : 
where he hath lost all relish of celestial enjoyments, and 
pleases himself only in his yilc endeavours to make man- 
kind as wicked as himself. 

Ver. lf>. Itcillput enmity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her seed.] An irreconcilable feud, 
throughout all generations. Which is true of the serpent, 
literally understood, between whom and mankind there is 
such an antipathy, that it discovers itself both in the na- 
tural and sensitive faculties of them both: their humours 
being poison to each other; and man being astonished at 
the sight of a serpent more than any other creature: and 
the serpent in like manner at the sight of a man, especially 
(if naturalists say true) of a naked man. Thus, Mr. Medc, 
(Discourse xxxix. p. 21)5.) But this is far more true and 
certain of the spiritual serpent, the devil and his angels 
(who joined with him in his apostacy), and the woman and 
her seed, in whom these words arc more literally fulfilled. 
For Mahnonides justly admires, that the seed of the wo- 
man should be only mentioned, and not of Adam, (without 
whom she could have no seed ; which therefore must be 
his seed) and that it should be said of her seed, not otitis, 
that it bruised the serpent's head (More Nevochim, pt. ii. 
cap. 30.) " This," saithhe," is one of the passages in Scrip- 
ture which is most wonderful, and not to be understood, 
according to the letter; but contains great wisdom in it.'* In 
which words ho wrote more truth than he was aware ; but 
was not able to unfold this hidden wisdom, as we Christ- 
ians, blessed be God, arc able to do. For this seed here 
spoken of is Christ, as both the Targums (that ascribed to 
Jonathan, and that called thcllicrusalcm) expound it; and 
as we are taught to .understand it, by God's words to 
Abraham, when he renewed this promise : "In thy sccd(that 
is Christ, saith the apostle) shall- all nations be blessed," 
(Gen. xxii. 18. Gal. iii. 8. 16.) For he vanquished the devil, 
who had now vanquished mankind. So here it follows, 

It shall tmdse thy head.] i. e. That seed of the woman 
shall despoil thee of thy power (meaning the devil), and 
abolish thy tyranny. For in the head of the serpent (to 
which there is here an allusion) lies his strength : as Epa- 
minondas represented to the Thcbans, when he exhorted 
them to set upon a band of Lacedemonians, by shewing 
them the head of a vast snake, which he had crushed (n)y 
Ke<l>a\i)v tov Srjpiov ffwrpi^ao), saying, " Look ye, the body can 
do no hurt- now the head is gone:" meaning, that, if they 
routed the Lacedemonians, the rest of the confederates 
would signify nothing. (Polaen. lib. ii. Stratcg.) And there- 
fore Mr. Medc has rightly interpreted the serpent's head, to 
signify the devil's sovereignty, (Discourse xxv. p. 143. and 
xxxix. p. 298.) and that sovereignty is the power of death : 
which headship of the devil, the seed of the woman (that is, 
Christ the Lord) hath broken in pieces, and, at lust, will 
utterly destroy. (1 Cor. xv. 25, 26.) 

j There is a notable example of this enmity in the strug- 
gle between Christ and the devil for empire, in llcv. xii. 
7, 8. where Christ destroyed the sovereignty of the serpent 
iu the lioman empire so effectually, that there was " no 
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more place found for the. dragon and his angels in hea- 
ven;" i.e. the devil utterly lost his sovereignty in that 
state ; as Mr. Mede interprets it. 

And thou slialt bruise his heel] This victory over the* 
devil was not to be gotten without blood : for the devil did 
all that he was able to destroy this seed. But that was im-: 
possible to be done; he could only assault his lower part,* 
(called here the heel,) viz. his body or flesh: which, by 
his. instruments, he persecuted, despitefully used, and at 
last crucified. By which very means (so admirable was the 
wisdom and goodness of God) the seed of the tvoman con- 
quered the devil, as the apcstle shews, Heb. ii. 14, 15. 
For it must be here noted, that Christ was properly and li- 
terally the seed of the woman, and not at all of the man : being 
born,. without him, of a pure virgin. The tender mercy of 
God also must here be acknowledged; which gave our first 
parents hope of a recovery, as soon as they were fallen : 
by making them this most gracious promise. "Which, 
though here something obscurely delivered, grew- clearer 
and clearer, in every age, till Christ came. 

It cannot be denied, likewise, but that by seed may be 
understood (collectively) all the faithful, who, by the .power 
of their Lord, vanquish all the power of their spiritual 
enemy, (see Luke x. 19.) Yet so, that we must confess, 
there- was one eminent seed here primarily intended, by. 
whom they overcome. Unto whom another seed is not 
here opposed in this last part of the verse, (as in the former 
part,) but the serpent himself: which points out a single 
combat (as I may call it) between this promised seed and 
the devil. But if we will take in the other sense also, under- 
standing by seed, Christ with all his. members, then the 
bruising their heel signifies (as Mede expounds it) the de- 
vil's deceit and guile in assaulting us unawares ; as they 
do who come behind others, when they do not observe 
them, and catch hold of their heel. For that this is an 
emblem of guile and deceitful dealing, appears from the 
story of Esau and Jacob ; the latter of which had his name 
from catching his brother by the heel at his birth, which 
Esau took for an.indication of his beguiling him, as, he did 
two times. See Discourse xxxvii. p. 184. 

It is fit, I think, here to note further, (what the learned 
Mr. Allix hath observed,) that God in this promise did a 
particular kindness to our father, Adam. Who having 
been seduced by his wife to eat the forbidden fruit, it 
might have occasioned a breach between them; had not 
God taken care to prevent it, by making this gracious 
promise of a Redeemer, to depend upon his union with his 
wife : from whom, he assures them, One should descend 
that should repair their losses. 

The time likewise when this promise was made is re-- 
markable: which was, before God had rejected Cain and 
preferred Scth to him; and long before any restriction 
made to Noah's family, or Scm's (who derived from him), 
that all the world might look upon the Messiah as a com- 
mon benefit to all the sons of Adam. 

Ver.lG. Unto the woman he said.'] Next to the ser- 
pent, the tvoman receives her sentence (as Mr. Mede well 
notes), because she was more in the fault than Adam : be- 
ing guilty, as his words are, (Discourse xxxviii. p. 287.) 
both of her own personal siu .and of her husband's also. 
Whence it is, that he, who had . only sinned himself and 
not. caused others to sin, had his judgment last of all. This 



should be a little more considered- than it is, by all those 
who not only do evil, themselves, but draw others into the 1 
same guilt. .. ■ • . > 

I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and conception.'] i. e. 
Thy sorrow in thy conception: which includes*all the time 
of women's going with child; when they frequently nau- 
seate all their food, . or have troublesome longings, and 
endure many other things which are very grievous to them;* 
especially when they are in danger to miscarry of their, 
burden. 

In sorrow shalt thou bring forth children.] Brute crca-. 
tures are observed to bring forth their young, with far less 
pain, and difficulty, and danger, than women commonly 
* have in their labour. Who, after they are delivered of their 
children, are still in danger, by many accidents : espe- 
cially when that stays behind which should follow the birth/ 
(as it sometimes doth from various causes, noted by Bar- 
tholinus, in his Hist. Anatom. et Medic. Cent. v. Hist; , 
xxxii. n. 3.) which occasions sore torments, and puts their 
lives in the greatest hazard. 

And thy desire shall be to thy husband.] That is, it shall . 
be subject to him; as the Vulgar Latin and Aben Ezra ex- 
pound this phrase: which is so used, iv. 7. 

And he shall rule over thee.] Have power to control thy 
desire. This looks like putting her more under the will ot- 
her husband, than was intended in her first. formation : be- 
cause she had not given a due regard to him ; but eaten the 
forbidden fruit,. without staying to consult him. and ask his 
advice. 

. Ver.17. And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hear- 
kened to the voice of thy wife, &c] : Been so weak, as to 
mind her more than me. , . ; * > * * 

* Cursed shall the ground be.] It shall not bring forth so 
plentifully, nor so easily as it did. 

: For thy sake.] Because of thy sin; which shall be 
punished partly by its barrenness. 

In sorrow shalt thou eat of it.] It shall cost thee a great 
deal of labour and toil, before thou reapest the fruits of it. 

• All the days of thy life.]. Every part of the year shall 
bring along with it new wearisome labours. 

Ver. 18. Thorns and thistles, &c] It -shall cost thee 
abundance of pains to root up the thorns, thistles, and un- 
profitable weeds; which shall come up instead of better 
plants. 

And thou shalt eat the herb of the field.] Be. content with 
such things as the common field produces ; instead of the 
delicious fruits of paradise. Here the Rabbins cry out, 
f Mcnsura pro mensura ;" behold the justice of God, who 
served man in his kind ! He was not satisfied with the 
choice fruits of the garden in which God put him; and 
therefore he took them from him, and sent him to eat the 
ordinary food of beasts; and that not without hard labour, i 
(Maimon. More Nevoeh. pt. i. cap. 2.) 

Vet. 19. In the sweat of thy face, &c] Some conclude 
from hence, that the earth brought forth before the fall 
withoutany pains to cultivate it. And indeed there needed 
none; all things being produced at the first, by the Divino : 
power, in full perfection. But .what labour would have 
been necessary in time, if man had continued .innocent, 
wc do not know: only .these words signify, that less toil 
would have served than man must now take for their sus- 
tenance. -■!.'"/.;.', • ' t 
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Some of the Jews reckon up nine punishments, besides 
death, which God inflicted upon Adam ; and as many up- 
on Eve. (Sec Pirkc Eliczcr, cap. xiv. and Vorstius upon 
him.) 

Till thou feturn to the ground.'] i. e. Till thou diest, and 
mouldcrcst into dust. 

For out of it thou wast taken.'] From whence thou wast 
taken, as it is explained, vcr. 23. which shews the particle 
ki is not always to be translated for; but sometime whence, 
or whom, as (iv. 25.) " God hath given rac another seed in- 
stead of Abel, VUT O whom Cain slew." 

The rest of this verso needs no explication. 

Ver. 20. Called her name Eve.] Some think she was 
called Isscha before, and now he changed her name into 
Eve: in belief that God would make her (he mother of all 
mankind, and of the promised seed particularly; by whom 
(as D. Chytrasus adds) he hoped to be raised from the dead 
to immortal life. 

Mother of all living.] Of all men that should live here- 
after, or of Him that should give life to mankind. So Ha-^ 
vali may be interpreted, viva or vivificatrix : because she 
was the mother of all mankind, or because mankind, now 
sentenced to* death, were by her seed to be made alive. 

Vcr. 21. Unto Adam and his zvife did the Lord God 
make coats of skins, &c] The first clothes of mankind were 
of the leaves of trees, which they made themselves; being 
ready at hand, woven by Divine art. The next were of the 
skins of beasts; which were much warmer, and better able 
to defend them from the injury of cold and weather: and 
these were made by God's direction. Who having made a 
most gracious covenant with our first parents, (vcr. 15.) 
it seems not unreasonable to suppose, that he also sig- 
nified to them, they should, for the confirmation of it, of- 
fer to him sacrifices: by the blood of which; covenants 
were ratified, in after-times, from this example. For it is 
not likely, that the beasts, of whose skins these coats were 
•made, died of themselves ; or that they were killed merely 
for tliis use, or for their food. And, therefore, what is so 
probable ias that, by God's order, they were slain for a 
sacrifice to him, (the better to represent to them their guilt, 
and that the promised seed should vanquish the devil, and 
redeem them, by shedding his blood) and that of the skins of 
those beasts God directed coats to be made to clothe them ? 
But whether by dressing them and making leather of them, 
or" only by drying tlicm,"and letting the hair still continue 
on them, we cannot tell: certain it is, that this w r as a very 
ancient sort of clothing; as \vc learn, not only from pro- 
fane authors, but from the sacred; particularly Hcb. xi. 
37. The Jewish doctors have carried this matter so far, as 
to Say, that Adam being a priest, these ere his priestly 
garments. The skin, indeed, of the burnt-offering, under the 
law, is given to the priest, (Lev. vii. 8.) but not to mako 
him clothes : and Eve, if this were true,* must have been a 
priest also; for she had a coat made of skins, no less than 
Adam ; who, they fancy, left this coat to his posterity. 
So that Noah, Abraham, and all the rest of the patriarchs 
(as Abclthgy say did) sacrificed in the very samo coat; 
till Aartin was made high-priest, and had special garments 
appointed him by God. Among which, one being called 
by this very name of iWO (Exod. xxviii.) it gave ground 
to this idl6 conceit. 

Ver. 22. Behold, the man is become, &c] Man, in this 



place, includes woman: and these words are generally 
thought to be spoken sarcastieallv; to approve their great 
folly, in thinking to increase their knowledge, whether God 
would or no. 

Like one of as.] These words plainly insinuate a plu-. 
rality of persons in the Godhead; and all other explications 
of them seem forced and unnatural: that of Mr. Calvin's 
being as disagreeable to the Hebrew phrase, as that of So- 
cinus to the excellency of the Divine nature. This, I think, 
is well proved by Theodorick Hackspan, Disput. iv. Dc 
Locut. Sacris, n. 15, &c. 

And now, lest he put forth his hand, &c] This seems 
an abrupt kind of speech ; something being kept back : 
as, let us turn him out (or some such-like words), " Lest 
ho take also of the tree of life, and live for ever." Which 
many of the ancient fathers look upon as a merciful dis- 
pensation that man might not he perpetuated in a state of 
sin. So Irenasus, (lib. iii. cap. 37. and Greg. Nazianz. 
Orat. xxxviii. p. G19.) God thus ordered, "Iva firj dSavarov. 
?/ to kclk6v, Ka\ ylvzrai <pt\ap6pt07ria >/ TifAwpla, &c. that sin might 
not be immortal, and the punishment might be a kindness. 
Which h6 repeats, Orat. xlii. p. 681. So Epiphanius also, 
(Haeres. xxxvii." n. 1.) " When man had spoiled himself, 
God unmade him, that ho might make him better." And 
Methodius in him, (Hasrcs. xliv. n. 24, 25, &c. and 29.) 
where he proceeds so far as to say, that death was not sent 
upon man, It* wu-ji nvl, out of any evil design to him, but 
as a mercy. 

Ver. 23. Therefore God sent him forth, &c] Or, cast 
him out: and that with reproach and disgrace; as Abe& 
Ezra observes the Hebrew word, in this form, to signify. 
And so cast him out, that ho should not return again. 

To till the ground from whence he was taken.] This con- 
firms what I said upon the second chapter: (vcr. 8.) That 
Adam was made in another place, and thence brought into 
paradise : from whence, being now expelled, he was sent 
back to the place where he was first formed; there to la- 
bour in all the toils of husbandry. Though, it must be con* 
fessed, these words may signify no, more, than those ver. 
19. of this chapter, that ho had his original from the 
earth : by the tilling of which he was put in mind of his re- 
turn thither. 

Vcr. 24. So he drove out the man.] (With his wife) or, as 
Abcn Ezra translates it, after he had driven him out, he 
placed, &c. This word tSTtt is that which tho Hebrews 
properly use in divorces; and therefore denotes, they 
think, that the Lord put him away from his presence, as a 
man did his wife, to whom he gave a bill of divorce : or, 
as a prince banishes a subject that hath rebelled against 
him, whom he sends into exile out of his own country. 

And he placed at the east of the garden.] This shews the 
entrance into paradise was from the cast : at which en- 
trance Adam being cast out, it is likely he afterward in- 
habited some of the eastern countries. Eutychius, patri- 
arch of Alexandria, saith a mountain in India; which tho 
Mahometans commonly call Sarandib, as Mr. SclScn ob- 
serves, (lib. i. Dc Syncdr. cap. ii. p. 452, &c.) But Abcn 
Ezra's conjecture seems more reasonable, that he dwelt in 
some country not far from paradise. 

Cherubims.] Some of the heavenly ministers, that waited 
upon the DivincMajcsty : who were called by this name 
in Moses's time, when he wrote this history in the wil- 
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derness, after the giving of the law. For the glory of the 
Lord, I take it, here appeared, at the expulsion of Adam 
and Eve, in a most dreadful manner; to deter them from 
attempting to come near this place again for fear of being 
consumed. 

And a flaming swordJ] Or, flame of a sioord. Concerning 
which Maimonidcs thus discourses: (p. i. More Nevoch. 
cap. 4.) Our wise men understand by lahat (flame) an 
angel: according to the psalmist, " He maketh his angels 
spirits ; his ministers (lohet) a flaming fire " (Psal. civ. 4.) 
That is, one of the seraphims, or a flaming angel, in the 
form of a flying fiery seraph (or serpent), whose body mov- 
ing in the air rdfcembled the vibration of a sword, was ap- 
pointed, with the cherubims, to guard the entrance of the 
garden. For the cherubims and seraphims, are frequently 
mentioned in Scripture as attendants upon the. Schechi- 
nah, or Divine Majesty: which appeared here in great 
glory, at the passage into the garden of Eden; as it did in 
aftertimes at the door of the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion of Israel, to their great astonishment. 

Wliich turned every way J] "Angels," saysMaimonides, in 
the forcnamed place, " can turn themselves into all forms 
and shapes : some of which strike greater terror into those 
that behold them than others do/' But I take this expres- 
sion, not to signify mutation of shapes, but the motion of 
the angel: which was. so very swift and glittering, that de- 
vouring flames seemed to come streaming out on every 
side. . . 

To keep the way of the tree of life.'] To secure the 
passage into the garden of Eden, where this tree was; that 
none should dare to attempt a re-entrance. But Adam 
was so far from thinking of this, that, if the eastern tradi- 
tions were to be credited, I should add, he plunged him- 
self into the deepest sorrow for a long time ; bewailing 
his sin, begging pardon, &c. till God dispatched an angel 
to comfort him, and further assure him of his favour : 
which being but probable conjectures, I say no more of 
such matters. Nor can I assert, with any degree of confi- 
dence, what our great primate of Ireland says, in his An- 
nals, that it seems to have been the tenth day of the world's 
age, when Adam was cast out of paradise : in memory of 
which calamity, the solemn day of expiation, and the 
great fast, was instituted in aftertimes, wherein all were to 
afflict their souls, (Lev. xvi. 29.) This indeed is the doc- 
trine of the Jews, who say, " The great day of expiation 
(which was on the tenth of September) was appointed and 
sanctified from the creation of the world :" but there is no 
other authority for it. 

- It will be more useful, I think, to observe what foot- 
steps there are of these things remaining in the gentile 
world. I will mention but two. One of which is noted by 
Euscbius, who shews (lib. xii. Prsepar. Evang. cap. 11.) 
that Plato, in his Symposium, hath preserved the memory 
ef Paradise: his r>l?roc At6 c , garden of Jupiter, being the 
same with this garden of God, in which man was at first 
placed. The other by St. Austin, who says, Pherecydes, 
the scholar of Pythagoras, called the beginner of evil; 
"Otyiwvta: that is, a demon an the shape of a serpent. So 
Heidcggcrus observes out of him, Exercit. iv. De Adamo 
et£va, n.£2. 



CHAP. IV. 

Ver. 1. JjlND Adam faiew Eve his wife, &c.] After they 
were thrown out of paradise; not before (whatsoever some 
of the Jewish doctors fancy to the contrary); nay, as some 
mil have it, after they had spent some time in acts of re-* 
pentancc, which is not an improbable opinion. 

Ihave gotten a man from the Lord.~\ i. e. The promised 
Messiah; which she imagined would have been her first- 
born. For the words of the promise (iiu 15.) might as 
well be expounded of the first seed the wonmn, had, as of 
any of his posterity. 

Ver. 2, She bare his brother AbeL] But gives no reason 
of his name, which signifies vanity; as she did of Cain's^, 
which signifies acqxiisition, or possession. Nor is it saiil 
who gave this second son the name of Abel : but it seems 
they made no account of him, in comparison with the first; 
born. " Quod non posuerunt in eo spem factee promissionis 
de semine, ut in Rain," (as Joh. Forsterus judiciously 
speaks, in his Lexicon, on the word Hevel,) Because they 
did not place in him their hope of the promised, seed, as 
■ they did in Cain. 

And Abel iva<s a keeper of sheep, &c.] The younger son, 
was a shepherd ; and the elder an husbandman and planter. 
For this last seems to have been Adam's chief employ-? 
ment, both before and after his fall, (Gen. ii. 15. iii. 23.) 
and therefore either chosen by Cain, in imitation of his 
father, or put upon him by his direction, as the more noble 
of the two. 

Whence the eastern people gave him the name of Abdalr 
cariths; which some mistook for another son of Adam: 
but in truth was another name of Cain, signifying a tiller 
of the field, as Mr. Seldcn shews, lib. y. De Jure N. et G. 
cap. 8. 

The patriarchs indeed after the flood, at least in Abra- 
ham's family, chose to feed cattle: but that was because 
it was less laborious, and more suitable to that unsettled 
condition wherein they lived for many years, removing, 
like the ancient Nomades, from one country to another. 

Ver. 3. In process of time.] In the Hebrew the words are, 
in the $nd of days: that is, in the conclusion of the year, 
or after harvest. So days signify in many other places, 
particularly Judg. xi. 4. where after days is after q 
year. This was a very seasonable time to make their 
grateful acknowledgments to God; who had given them a 
fruitful year, and blessed them with increase. Accordr 
ingly God ordained, in future times, that the Israelites 
should keep a solemn feast, in the year's end, to thank hip 
for the ingathering of their fruits. (Exod. xxiii. 16. xxxiv. 
2%) But in what year of the world it was that Cain and 
Abel brought these sacrifice^, we have no means to know. 
It was, no doubt ; when they were grown men ; and per- 
haps had m.orc brothers and sisters besides themselves. 
Sqc vcj. 17. 

Cain brought of the fruit of th$ ground an offering unto 
tlie Lord.] These were the most ancient sacrifices among 
the gentiles, both Gre.ck and Jloman, as their authors Jell 
us; and therefore it is most likely that Adam began with 
these oblations, of herbs, flowers, frankincense, meal, &c. in 
which CsLin followed him; being of the same profession, 
and prpvided with store of such things. Now, #s there 
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were solemn times of making their devout acknowledgments 
to God : so, I doubt not, there were some set places where 
they met for that purpose. For the word in Hebrew for 
brought, is never used about domestic or private sacri- 
fices ; but always about those public sacrifices, which were 
brought to the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
to be offered by the priest. As (Lev. iv. 4.) " He shall 
bring the bullock to the door," &c. Which occurs all 
along, especially iu the ninth chapter of that book. 

And therefore, I suppose, they brought these sacrifices, 
here mentioned, to some fixed place ; looking towards the 
Schechinah, or glorious presenceof God, at the entrance of 
the garden of Eden, from which Adam had been expelled. 
For there being, no doubt, some settled place where they 
performed sacred offices, it is most reasonable to think it 
had respect to the Schechinah, or Divine Majesty. Where- 
soever that appeared, there they* appeared (as the Scrip- 
ture speaks) before God : because there he manifested his 
special presence, which moved them to go thither to . 
worship him, to give him thanks, or to inquire of him,,' 
as we read Rebecca did, xxv. 22. 

What kind of sacrifices these were, is a question among 
learned men. The Talmudists arc of opinion they were 
whole burnt-offerings, and that there were no other before 
the law was given, (which I shall not now examine,) nor 
would the Jews, after the giving of the law, permit the 
Gentiles to offer any other at their temple. 

It is their opinion also, that Cain and Abel brought 
these sacrifices to Adam, to be offered iDyirim: for which 
I sec no convincing reason ; but, rather, they themselves 
seem to have offered them. And then this place effec- 
tually confutes their opinion, who say the first-born were 
separated to the office of priesthood : for, by these words, 
it is plain, the youngest sacrificed, as well as the eldest. 
And so they did in following ages ; when we find Jacob 
performing the office of a priest, (Gen. xxviii. 18. xlvi. 1.) 
Which proves their opinion rather to be true, who say, 
that every man anciently had the power, in his own fa- 
mily, to do the office of a priest, as Job did, (i. 5.) But 
when families combined together, under one head, prince, 
or governor, he had the sole right of sacrificing devolved 
to him, as their common father. Thus Melchizedcck was 
both king of Salem and priest of the most high God. All 
which was taken away by the law of Moses, which per- 
mitted none to officiate among the Israelites, but the family 
of Aaron; and no sacrifices to be offered, but at the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation, Lev. xvii. 3, 4, 5. 

It is a much harder question, how they came to sacrifice 
at all, cither meal or beasts : since we read of no com- 
mand from God requiring them to bring him such obla- 
tions: which hath led some to conclude, that men did this 
out of a grateful inclination, to return him some of bis own 
blessings ; though they had no directions from him about 
it. But, if this were true, how came Abel to believe that 
his sacrifice of a beast would be so acceptable to God, as 
the apostle says it was by faith? (Hcb. xi. 4.) That faith 
had something else to warrant it, than barely his own rea- 
son. Adam, in all likelihood, had. received some order 
concerning it ; and began to sacrifice (as I noted before, 
iii. 21.) by direction from the Schechinah, or Divine Ma- 
jesty: from whence a voice spake to him upon several 
occasions, (ii, 16; 17, iii. 8, 9, &c.) This order, indeed, is 



not recorded, no more than many other things which Moses 
in his short history omitted, (as Enoch's prophecy, Noah's 
preaching, the peopling of the world, &c. see vcr. 15.) hut 
it doth not seem probable that Adam would have pre-* 
sumed to invent a way of worship, by killing beasts and 
burning their fat: especially, since one cannot perceive 
any inclination of it in nature. And therefore Euscbius 
very judiciously resolves, in my opinion, that this way of 
worship was not taken up by chance, or by a human motion,. 
Kara Stlay 8 Iwivotav wtojS^Xtj/icvo^ but suggested to them by 
a Divine intimation, (lib. i. Dcmonstr. Eyang. cap. 10.) 
Of which Plato ono would think had some notion, when 
he forbids his law-maker (in his Epinomis) to make any 
alteration in the rites of sacrificing, because, oh Zwarby tlU- , 

vat rrj SyrjTrj ruv toiovtwv tripi, it is not possible fot OUT mortal 

nature to know any thing about such matters. 

Ver. 4. And Abel, he also brought of the firstling of his 
flock, &c] Many have fancied, from hence, that Cain's 
guilt lay in this, that he did not bring the first of his fruit, 
as he ought to have done, and as the heathens ever did, 
or were bound to do by their pontifical laws, (as Mr. Sel- 
den observes, chap. i. of his Hist, of Tithes) in their 
Praemessum, i. e. the first-fruits of their corn, or their 
Calpar, which was the richest of their wine. For it is. only 
said, he brought of the fruit of his ground, when Abel 
brought of the firstlings of his flock. And Moses also add- 
ing, that Abel brought of the fat thereof, that is, the very 
best; they think Cain's fault was, that he brought not the 
fullest ears of corn (which he kept for himself;, but the 
lankest, or brought them with a niggardly hand, or a grudg- „ 
ing mind. Thus Palladius, in the Life of St. Chrysostom, 
says, " He was the first that tasted the first-fruits, and 
kept the best things for his own belly." Twv dirtpx** «*^y«»'- 

traro 7r^owroc, W; lavrov Xatfiepyiq. ra Trputrtla ^vXaijac, p. 108* 

Bnt there is no certainty of this ; and the apostle to the 
Hebrews hath directed us to a better account, (xi. 4.) Abel 
'offered with a pious mind ; Cain without a due sense of 
God, and sincere affection to him. He offered the fruit of 
his ground ; but did not devote himself to God. Therefore 
it follows, 

Tlie Lord had respect unto Abel and his offering.'] He 
graciously accepted them : and his offering was accept- 
ed, because he himself was accepted. It is a metaphor 
from those who, when a present is made to them, look 
kindly upon the person that brings it, if they like him 
and his present; or turn away their faces, if they disdain • 
them. 

How God testified his acceptance of Abel's sacrifice is 
the only difficulty : which the Jews say was by fire com- 
ing from heaven (or rather, I think, by a stream of light, or a 
flame from the Schechinah, or glorious presence ofGod^ 
to whom it was offered) which burnt up his sacrifice. Thus, 
Thcodotion of old translated these words: 'A7re/3\e^sv i v l 
rdg Svalag *Aj3tX, ko\ avhrprja* : He looked upon AbeVs sacri- 
fices, and set them on fire. Which St. Hierom, aud other 
ancient writers approve. The footsteps of which we meet 
withal, in Gen. xv.17. and examples of it very many in 
future times: when Moses offered the first great burnt- 
offering according to the Jaw, (Lev. ix. 24.) when Gideon 
offered upon the rock, (Judg. vi. 21.) and David stayed the ^ 
plague, (1 Chron. xxi. 2G.) and Solomon consecrated the 
temple, (2 Chron. vii. 13.) and when Elijah contended 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHA*. IV.] 



UPON GENESIS. 



23 



with the Eaalites, (1 Kings xviii. 38, &c.) Whence the Is- 
raelites, wishing all prosperity to their king, pray that God 
would accept (in* the Hebrew, turn into ashes) his bumf 
sacrifice, (Psal. xx. 4.) And we find some relics of this 
'among the heathen: for, when the Greeks went" on ship- 
board to the Trojan war, Homer represents Jupiter ' pro- 
mising them good success in this manner, Iliad, ii. v. 354: 

'Atrrpaxrwy ariS^£t' hatfftjxa (rfjfiara <palvo)y. 

by lightning on the right hand of them, (as it may be trans- 
lated) or shining graciously upon them, (as the ancient 
scholiast expounds it) and making favourable tokens ap- 
pear to them. In like manner, he gave the same encourage- 
ment to the Trojans, when they were going to set upon the 
Greeks, Iliad, x. v. 236, 237: 

Zeus; 2e <r<juv Kpovifye lv$££ta atifiara ^aiVwv, 
'Aorpaffra 

Jupiter giving them good signs, lightened upon them. And 
thunder sometimes accompanying these flashes of light- 
ning (as it did on Mount Sinai), Virgil makes him to have 
established covenants in that manner, (iEneid. xii. v. 200.) 
AYherc, after iEneas had called the sun to witness, &c. La- 
tinus lifts up his eyes and right hand to heaven, saying, 

" Audiat haec genitor, qui foedera fulmine saucit." 

; Let the (heavenly) Father hear what I say, 'who establishes 
'covenants witli thunder. 

If such passages as these were attended to, no consider- 
ing man would think the books of Moses to be of less anti- 
quity than they pretend to ; they opening to us the very 
fountains of things, particularly of the ancient religion. 

Ver. 5. But unto Cain and his offering he had not re- 
spect.] He did not so much as shine upon his sheaves ; 
much less make them ascend up to heaven in a smoke : 
though he were the elder brother, and brought his Offering 
first. 

And Cain teas very wroth.] This highly incensed him 
against Abel: when he should have made severe reflec- 
tions on himself, and considered what it was that provoked 
God to slight his sacrifice ; that so he might amend it, and 
procure his favour. Unto which he had not a title by his 
birthright, but by his piety. It is possible, indeed, that Eve 
might have instilled an opinion into him, that he, being the 
first-born, was the blessed seed which God had promised. 
And then this may be conceived to have enraged him the 
more against his brother ; when he saw such a distinguish- 
ing mark of God's special favour to him in the very act of 
sacrificing. Which made him look upon Abel with a jea- 
lous eye, and tempted him to kill him ; that he might not 
supplant him in his "hope, of being the fulfillcr of the ora- 
cle beforcmentioned, iii. 15. 

And his countenance fell.] He did not merely look de- 
jectedly through grief; but knit his brows, and had a down 
look, as we speak, lowering and cloudy: like those who 
have evil designs in their heads, and meditate nothing but 
revenge. ■ 

Ver. 0. And the Lord said unto Cain, &c] He did not 
intend wholly to cast off Cain, by refusing his sacrifice, it 
is plain, I think, by this question. Which was, in cflect, 
to tell him, he had no reason to be angry or out of hu- 



mour; but only to become a better. man: arid then God 
would have respect unto him also. So it follows: 
, Ver. 7. If thou dost well, shall thou not be accepted? &c] 
There are vast varieties in the interpretation of.this verse, 
with which I shall not trouble the reader (sec Theodorick 
Hackspan, lib. i. Miscel. cap. 4. Mercer, and L. dc Dieu, 
different from all, with Dr. Lightfoot), but only. give the 
sense of our translation. " If thou dost well, shall thou not 
be accepted ?" Canst thou doubt that I have an impartial 
respect to true goodness, wheresoever I find it? 

But if thou, dost not well, sin (that is, the punishment of 
sin, as ver. 13. xix. 15. and many other places) lieth at the 
door J] Is ready to follow the offence. 

And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shall rule over 
him.] He is still thy younger brother, and shall be subject 
to thee, (sec iii. 16.) and thou shalt be his superior. So 
here are three things suggested to Cain, to appease his 
, anger against his brother. First, That the reason of his 
not being respected was not in his brother, but in himself: 
who, if he would do well, as Abel had done, should find 
favour no'less than he. Secondly, That there was no rea- 
son he that did ill should fare like him that did well ; but 
quite contrary, should feel the marks of God's displeasure. 
And yet, Thirdly, This should not alter his civil right, nor 
give Abel any authority over him : but he should still re- 
tain the privilege of his birthright ; and need fear no harm 
from his brother, who 'was his inferior. 

Ver. 8. And Cain talked with Abel his brother.] Asked 
him in a friendly manner (as one, brother speaks to ano- 
ther) if he would walk into the fields ? This, seems more 
likely to me, than that he told him how the Lord had chid- 
den him (as Aben Ezra interprets it),, or that he disputed 
with him about the other world, and the judgment to come, 
as others of theni expound if. Which Mr; Selden very 
judiciously concludes to have arisen from Onkelos's para- 
phrase on tho foregoing Verse, which is this,: "If thou 
amend thy worship (or service of me) shalt thou not be 
pardoned? but if thou dost not amend it, thy sin shall re- 
main to the day of judgment, in which thou shalt be pu- 
nished if thou dost not repent." Upon which follows, in 
some editions of the Pentateuch, the dispute which Cain 
had with Abel about the day of judgment, as a traditional 
explication of this eighth verse. Lib.vii. dc Jure N. etGen. 
cap. 4. 

IVJien they were in the field.] When he had drawn him 
from company, and had him alone. 

Cain rose tip against Abel his brother.] Assaulted him 
on a sudden ; took him at an advantage. 

And slew him.] Gave him a stab ; or some other way 
wounded him; so as to shed his blood. Verso 11. 

Ver. 9. The Lord said unto Cain, Wliere is thy brother?] 
Which is not spoken, as if he was ignorant ; but to awaken 
Cain, and make him sensible, that he knew what had passed; 
And he said, I know not.] I can give no account of him; 
Am I my brother's keeper?] Was he committed, like a 
little child to my care ; to look after him, and see he took 
no harm? Rage made him rude ; and not mind what he 
said, nor to whom he spoke. Salvian, indeed, (lib. i. de 
gubern. Dei) thinks this speech proceeded from atheism; 
and that, in those early days, the opinion sprung up, whichi 
in his time, had infected many," Deuin tcrrestria non respi- 
ccre/'&c. That God did not mind what we do on earth : 
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hut the foulest fact may be covered with a Ik. But this 
conceit is confuted by the very question which is put to 
Cain. 

Ver. 10. And he said, What hast thou done?] Consider 
what a heinous crime thou hast committed ; which cannot 
ho concealed from me. For, 

The voice of thy brother's blood crieih, &c] Calls for 
speedy and sevcro vengeance. In the Hebrew it is bloods, 
in the plural number; because, say the Hebrew doctors, 
he killed Abel and all his posterity, which were in his loins: 
according to^what we Tead, 2 Kings ix.26. "I have seen 
the blood of Naboth, and the blood of his sons (though we 
read of nobody stoned bnt Naboth himself), saith the Lord, 
nnd f will requite thee in this plat," Sec. Sec Sanhedrin, 
cap. iv. and Excerpt. Gemara, cap. vi. N.7. A Job. Coch. 

Vor. 11. And now thou art cursed from the earth, tvhicJi 
hath opened, &c] I pass a sentence of perpetual banish- 
ment upon thee, from this country; which hath drunk in 
the blood of thy brother. Hitherto Adam aud his children 
had lived together; but now, as Aben Ezra well observes, 
Cain was banished into a region far off from his father, who 
dwelt in the neighbourhood of Paradise. 

Ver. 12. And when thou tillest the ground, &c] And 
wheresoever thou shalt flee, the earth, which thou tillest, 
shall be barren; and not bring forth answerable to thy 
labour. 

A fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth.] In 
that strange country thou shalt have no rest ; but wander 
up and down unquietly, and not know where to settle: or 
as the LXX. translate the words, " Go about groaning and 
-trembling, full of anguish in thy mind, and with a continual 
shaking in thy body." Thus St. Basil, in his Homily against 
Drunkenness understood it, when he said, "A drunkard 
draws upon himself the curse of Cain "Tpiftuv *ra< icepupepofievoc 
Bid navroc /5tov. Staggering and turned about uncertainly all 
his life long. Hen. Valcsius thinksliis brother's ghost haunted 
'him whithersoever he went ; which made him runfrom place 
to place to avoid its persecution. So he paraphrases these 
-words, (Annot. in lib. iii. Euseb. Hist. Eccles. cap. G.) 
Umbra fratris tui qnem occidisti, perseqiteter te ubique, et 
tiderit infesta. And so he interprets the foregoing words, "The 
*roice of thy brother's blood crieth to me from the ground." 
Thy brother, whom thou hast impiously slain, requires me 
to avenge him, and exact the punishment of thee, which is 
*due for his murder. And indeed it was a notion, not only 
among the pagans, but among the Jews also (as he shews), 
that the ghosts of those who were murdered persecuted 
their murderers, and required punishment of them. 

Ver. 13. My punishment is greater than lean bear.'] This 
is too heavy a punishment, fori sink under the weight of it. 
Others interpret it (as appears by the margin of our Bible), 
"My sin is unpardonable;" or too great to be forgiven. Thus 
he, who, nt first, was not so sensible of his sin as to confess 
it, now fhiriksit to no purpose to bog mercy. 

Ver. 14. Behold, thou hast driven nte this day from the 
fact ofihewrih.] Vanished mo (as was said before, vor. 11.) 
from my own native -country. 

And from thy face shall I be hid.] And more than that, I 
tm 'banished from thy blessed presence, (as appears from 
ver. 1G.) and shall not have the liberty to come before thy 
glerious Majesty. With respect to which he may be said to 
have been excommunicated, though not in full sense of that 



word, as Mr. Selden shews, lib. i. dc Synedr. cap. 2* 
p. 44G. 455, &c. 

And I shall be a fugitive, &c] Wandering up and down 
in unknown regions. 

And it shall come to pass, tjiat every one thatfindeth me 
shall slay me.] I shall be looked upon as a common enemy; 
so thatwhosocver lights upon me, taking mc for a dangerous 
person, will kill me. To find another, in Scripture language, 
signifies to fall upon him by chance or unawares ; without 
any precedent hatred : as Bochart observes, from 1 Sam. 
xxiv. 14. and other places, lib. ii. Hicrozoic. p. i. cap. 21. 

Ver. 15. And tJie Lord said unto him, Therefore, whoso 
slayeth Cain, &c] Or, (as the w r ord we translate therefore 
may be rendered) not so: it shall not be as thou suspectest 
But Lud. de Dieu gives many instances where this word 
]2b is used as an affirmative, signifying as much as surely. 
So the meaning is, Take it for a certain truth, that if any 
man slay Cain, he (that is Cain) shall be avenged sevenfold ; 
or rather, through seven generations, God will punish the 
slaughter, of Cain a long time: "for the number seven is 
aopiffrov .ir\{}9ovs trrjfjtapTiKdy, (as the Chronic. Excerpt, before 
Job. Antiochenus spcal\)an indication of an indeterminate, 
but great number ; signifying as much as he shall endure 
many punishments. For God intended the life of Cain 
should be prolonged, in a miserable estate, as an example 
of his vengeance ; to deter others from committing the like 
murder. 

And the Lord set a mark upon Cain, &c.] What this 
mark w r as, we must be content to be ignorant. Some think 
God stigmatized him with a letter of his name in his fore- 
head ; (or, rather, I should think, set such a brand upon 
him as signified him to be accursed :) others, that he looked 
most frightfully, so that every body avoided him; or, that 
his head shaked continually ; or, (as others) he had a trem- 
bling in his whole body; or, his face, perhaps, was blasted 
by lightning from the presence of the Lord. Certain it is, 
that it was some notorious mark of God's displeasure ; 
which made men shun him. For we must not imagine there 
w r as nobody in the w r orld, at this time, but Adam, Eve, 
and Cain : but consider that the design of this Holy Book 
is not to give us a particular account of the whole race of 
mankind descended from Adam (who, no doubt, had a 
great many more children than Cain and Abel; and they 
also had children before this happened), but only of those 
persons who were most remarkable; and whose story was 
necessary to be known, for the understanding of the suc- 
cession down to Moses's time. Accordingly we read, pre- 
sently after this, that Cain had n wife ; and more than that, 
he built a city : which supposes a great company of people 
•to inhabit it, (ver. 17.) And here, by the way, we need not 
wonder there is no mention made ,of the institution of sa- 
crifices; when the first peopling of the world is only sup- 
posed, not related. 

Ver. 16. And Cainwmt wL] Not voluntarily, but by the 
force of the Divine cnr&e. 

From (he presence of the XorcZ.] There was a Divine glory, 
called "by the Jews the Schochin&h, which appealed from 
the beginning (as I have often said before); the. sight of 
which Cain never afterlhis enjoyed ; but was banished from 
it: andGod withdrawing his gracious presence from him (so 
St Chrysostom), be was also forsaken by him, and put out 
of his special protection. If Cain, after this, turned a jlown- 
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right idolater (as many think), it is very likely he intro- 
duced the worship of the sun (which was the most ancient 
sort of idolatry), as the best resemblance he could find of the 
glory of theLord : which was wontto appear in aflaminglight. 
And in aftertimes they worshipped fire in the eastern coun- 
tries; as the best emblem of the sun, when it was absent. 

And dwelt in the land of Nod.] At last he settled in a 
country, which had the name of Nod; from h\s wandering 
up and down, like a vagabond, till he fixed here: where, 
it seems, he still continued restless; moving from one part 
of the country to another, till, in conclusion, " he built a 
city," (for his security, some think) as we read in the verse 
following. 

Some translate it, in the land of vagabonds. And R. Solo- 
mon fancies the very ground shaked under him, and made 
people runaway from him, saying, "This is the cruel man 
that killed his brother." 

On the east of Eden.] He still went eastward from that 
country, where Adam settled after he was thrust out of 
paradise. Sec iii. 24. Which Junius thinks was in that tract 
of ground where the Nomadcs afterwards dwelt, bordering 
upon Susiana. Which is far more probable, than the con- 
ceit of the author of the book Cosri, (par. ii. § 14.) who 
would have Cain's going " from the presence of the Lord" 
nothing else but his expulsion out of the land of Canaan, 
where Adam dwelt after he was thrust out of paradise : 
and consequently, the land of Nod was not far from the 
land of Canaan. Nothing can be more ungrounded than 
this; which overthrows, also, all that Moses saith of Eden, 
and the garden planted there; from whence Adam went out 
on the east side, and therefore not towards Canaan, which 
was westward. 

Ver. 17. And Cain knew his wife.~] There hath been no 
mention hitherto of any woman in the world hut Eve, much 
less of Cain's having a wife. And therefore it is uncertain 
whether tins were a wife he took before he killed his brother, 
or after. It is most probable before; because we may well 
think all the world abhorred the thoughts of marriage, with 
such an impious murderer, whom God also had accursed. 
But whether it were before or after, I see no reason to con- 
clude that this wife was his sister: there being women 
enough in the world beside, before this time, as was said 
before, (ver. 15.) For even in our country, in the age before 
us, there sprung from two persons, three hundred and sixty- 
seven children, within the space of eighty years. And there- 
fore, the world being now (when Cain slew Abel) a hundred 
and twenty-eight, or a hundred and thirty years old, ac- 
cording to Archbishop Usher, and Jac. Capcllus's Chro- 
nology, we cannot but conceive there were a great number 
of people in it, descended from all those sons and daugh- 
ters which Adam begot, (chap. v. 4.) Wc arc not told how 
many, but some of the ancient eastern traditions (in Ce- 
drcnus) say, he had thirty-three sons and twenty-seven 
daughters. 

It is true, indeed, that at the first Cain could marry none 
bat one of his sisters. Which was then lawful, because 
absolutely necessary: but prohibited by God, when that 
necessity ceased. Of which the eastern people were so 
sensible, that they took care to have it thought, that Cain 
and Abel did not marry those who were nearest akin to 
them, but those that were at some distance. For their 
tradition is, that Eve, at her two first births, brought 
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twins, a son and a daughter; viz. Cain with his sister Azron, 
and Abel with his sister Awin; as Saidus Patricides, pa- 
triarch of Alexandria, reports. Now, such was their caution 
not to match with those that were nearest in blood, but 
with those further off, as much as was then possible ; Cain 
was not suffered to marry his twin-sister, nor Abel his : but 
Adam gave Awiu to Cain, and Azron to Abel. , I cannot 
vouch the truth of this story ; which I mention only to shew, 
thatmankindhavehadasense, that all possible care should 
be used to avoid marriages with the nearest relations: for 
though this story was derived, perhaps, from the Jews, yet 
it was believed by other people. See Mr. Scldcn, lib. v. 
De Jure, N. er/G. cap. 8. -Whence Diodorus Siculus says, 
lib. i. it was mow edoc rwv dvQpajTTwv, the common use of 
mankind, that brothers and sisters should not be joined in 
marriage. And Plato (lib. viii. de Lcgib.) calls such mar- 
riages /ii?^a/iwc Seta Kat Seofitffrj, by no means holy, bat hateful 
to God. • For though they were not so in the beginning 
of things, they became so afterwards: that hcing natural 
in one state of things- (as Grotius well observes, lib. De 
Jure,B. et P. cap. 10.) which is unnatural in another state. 

And he built a city.] Not as soon as he came into this 
country; but when he had a numerous progeny, able to 
people it: and consequently in his old age. His end in 
building it, some think, was to cross the curse of wander- 
ing to and fro : others, to defend himself against those 
whom his guilty conscience made him fear; or, to secure 
the spoils which, by force and violence, (as Josephus re- 
lates, lib. i. Antiq. cap. 3.) he had taken from others. There 
are those who imagine, that when he attempted to build 
this city, he often broke off the work, out of a panic fear : 
such an one as Romulus felt, after he had killed his brother 
Remus. . 

And called the name of the city, after the name of his 
son.] Some think he declined his own name, because he 
knew it to be odious every where: but it is more likely, it 
was for that reason which moved men in aftertimes to do 
the same. For it hath been a very ancient usage for great 
men to call the cities which they built by the name of their 
sons, rather than their own ; out of the great love they bare 
to their children. Thus Nimrod called Nineveh after the 
name of his son Ninus : which the psalmist notes as a piece 
of the vanity of mankind, to call their lands (that is, the 
houses where they dwelt, as R. Solomon Jarchi interprets 
it) by their own names, to be a lasting monument of them 
and of their family. 

Enoch.] There were an ancient people called by Pliny, 
Heniochii; by Mela, Eniochi; and by Lucan, Enochii : 
some of which lived so far eastward, that Sir W. Raleigh 
fancies they might be the posterity of this Enoch. 

Ver. 18. And unto Enoch was born Jrad, &c] It is re- 
markable, that though Moses gives us some account of the 
descendants of Cain, yet he saith not a word of the years 
that they lived; and carries their genealogy but a little 
way. Whereas he deduces the genealogy of Seth down to 
the flood, and so to his own time, &c. And also relates par- 
ticularly, (chap, v.) towhatagethe life of his principal pos- 
terity was prolonged. It seems, he looked upon Cain's race 
as such a reprobate generation, that he would not number 
them in the book of the living : as St. Cyril speaks. 

Ver. 10. Lantech took unto him two wives.] By a small 
transposition of letters, Lamech being the same with 
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Mclech, which signifies a king, somo of the Jews fancy 
him to have been a great man : for none but such, they say, 
had two wives in those ancient times; though they hold it 
was lawful (as Selden shews, lib. v. De Jure N. et G. 
cap.G.) for any body that could maintain them to have had 
more. But it is more likely that Lamech was the first that 
adventured to transgress the original institution; which 
was observed even by the Cainitcs till this time. When, 
perhaps, his earnest desire of seeing that blessed seed 
which was promised to Eve, might induce him to take 
more wives than one : hoping, by multiplying his posterity, 
some or other of them might prove so happy as to produce 
that seed. And this he might possibly persuade himself was 
the more likely, because the right that was in Cain the 
first-born, he might now conclude was revived'in himself: 
who, being the seventh from Cain, had some reason to 
imagine the curse laid upon him, of being punished seven- 
fold, i. e. for seven generations, was now expired ; and his 
posterity restored to the right of fulfilling the promise. 

Ver. 20. He was the father.'] The Hebrews call him the 
father of any thing, who was the first inventor of it ; or a 
most excellent master in that art. Such was Jabal in the 
art of making tents, folding flocks, and all other parts of 
pasturage. Which, though begun by Abel, was not by him 
brought to perfection ; or, if it were, Jabal was the first in 
the family of Cain that was eminent in the following in- 
ventions. 

Of such as dwell in tents.] Taught men to pitch tents; 
which were moveable houses, that might easily be carried 
from place to place, when there was occasion to remove for 
new pasture. Under this is comprehended all that belongs 
to the care of cattle in their breeding, feeding, and pre- 
serving, as appears by what follows. 

And of such as have cattle.] In the Hebrew the words 
arc, and of cattle. Where the copulative vau, which we 
translate and,' signifies as much as with: and so the words 
are to be here translated, " such as dwell in tents, with 
cattle." Thus Bochartus observes it is used, 1 Sam.xiv.lS. 
u The ark of God was at that time with the children of 
Israel ;" as we, with the ancients, truly translate it. And so 
it should be translated, Exod. i. 5. " All the souls that 
came out of Jacob's loins were seventy souls, with Joseph/* 
Vox Joseph is not to be added (as we seem to understand 
it) unto the seventy, but made up that number, as appears 
from Gen. xlvi. 27. So that the sense of this whole verse 
seems to be, that though men fed cattle before in good 
pastures, yet Jabal was the first, that, by the invention of 
tents, made the more desert countries serviceable to them: 
where, when they had eaten up all the grass in one place, 
they might in a little time take up their tents, and fix them 
in another. To this purpose Jl. Solomon Jarchi. And in 
these tents, it is likely, he taught them to defend their cattle, 
as well as themselves, from heat and cold, and all other 
dangers to which they were exposed in those desert 
places. 

Ver. 21. Father of such as handle the harp and organ.] 
The first inventor of musical instruments, and that taught 
men to play upon them. What citmor is, ("which we trans- 
late harp) see in Bochartus's Canaan, lib. ii. cap. 7. p. SOS. 
I believe the first word includes in it all stringed, the 
latter all wind musical instruments. 

It is possible that Apollo, or Linus, or Orpheus (for 



there are all these various opinions), might be the inventor 
of the harp among the Greeks : but it was their vanity that 
made them fancy such instruments had their original in 
their country. 

Ver. 22. Tnbal-Cain.] The Arabians still call a plate of 
iron or brass by the name of Tabal, (as I3ocharlus ob- 
serves out of Aviccnna, and others, lib. iii. Phaleg. cap. 12.) 
who, as it follows in the text, was 

An instructor of every artificer in brass and iron.] i. e. 
Found the art of melting metals, and making nil sorts of 
weapons, arms, and other instruments of iron and brass. 
Many think that Vulcan is the same with Tubal-Caiu 
(their names being not unlike); particularly Gerh. Vossius, 
DeOrig. Idolol. lib. i. cap. 16. 

His sister's name was Naamah.] Whom Vossins, (lb. 
cap. 17.) takes to have been the heathen Minerva, or Venus. 
Her name signifies beautiful, or fair, oric of a sweet aspect : 
and the Arabians say, she invented colours and painting as 
Jubal did music. See Elmacinus, p. 8. 

Ver. 23. And Lantech said unto his wives, &c. Hear my 
voice, ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto my speech.] Some- 
thing had preceded these words, which was the occasion of 
them : but it is hard to find what it was. Jacobus Capellns, 
indeed (in his IIistoriaSacraetExotica),hath aconccitthat 
Lamech was now in a vapouring humour, being puffed tip 
with the glory of his son's inventions; to whose music 
and other arts he endeavoured to add poetry : which he 
expressed in the following words, that seem to him a thra- 
sonical hymn, wherein he brags what feats he would do. 
For so he reads the words (with Aben Ezra), not / have 
slain but I will kill a man with one blow of my fist, &c. 
But I can see no warrant for this translation, without a 
violence to the Hebrew text ; and therefore we must seek 
for another interpretation. 

J have slain a man to my wounding, &c] These words 
would haA r e a plain exposition (which otherwise are dif- 
ficult), if we could give credit to the Hebrew tradition; 
which, St. Hierom says, several Christians followed: that 
Lamech, being informed by a certain youth, as he was 
hunting, that there was a wild beast lay lurking in a secret 
place, went thither; and unawares killed Cain, who lay 
hid there : and then, in a rage at what he had done, fell 
upon the youth that had occasioned this mistake, and beat 
him to death. But, as there is no certainty of this, so it 
doth not agree with the next Terse : which seems to sap- 
pose Cain to be now alive. Therefore, Lud. De Dieu, fol- 
lowing Onkelos, reads the words by way of interrogation; 
" Have I slain a man? or, so much as a boy?" that 
you should be afraid of my life? It seems the use of 
weapons being found out by one of his sons, and grown 
common, his wives apprehended that somebody or other 
might make use of them to slay him. But he bids them 
comfort themselves, for he was not guilty of slaying any 
body himself; and therefore might reasonably hope no- 
body would hurt him. 

And then the meaning of the next verse is easy. 

Ver. 24. If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, truly Lantech 
seventy and seven fold.] If God hath guarded Cain so 
strongly, who was a murderer, as to threaten great and long 
punishments to those that slay him ; lie will punish them 
far more, and pursue them with a longer vengeance, who 
shall slay me, being a guiltless person. 
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There are divers other interpretations, which I shall not 
mention; because this is most pertinent to the preceding 
discourse. 

Vcr. 25. Bare a son.] The Jews think he was born a year 
after Abel was killed. 

And called his name Seth.] Mothers anciently gave names 
to their children, as well as the fathers. And Eve gave this 
son the name of Seth, because she looked upon him as ap- 
pointed (so the word signifies) by God, to be what Cain, 
she thought, shouldhave been ; till God rejected his sacri- 
fice, and he slew Abel : in whose room she Delieved God 
had substituted this son, to be the seed from whom the 
Redeemer of tKe world should come. 

The Arabians say, (particularly Elmacinus, p. 7.) that 
Seth was the inventor of letters and writing (as Jubal was 
of music, and Tubal-Cain of arms), which so much sur- 
passed all other inventions, that some (as Cedrenus tells 
us) called him a god ; i. e. the highest benefactor to man- 
kind. Which, if it were true, we might think that thence his 
children were called " the sons of God," (vi. 2.) But it is most 
likely this mistake arose from Symmachus's translation of 
the last words of the next verse, which, if we may believe 
Suidas, was thus: " Then began Seth to be called by the 
name of God." For which there is no foundation, either there 
or any where else iu Scripture. For though it be said that 
Moses was made " a god to Pharaoh," yet he is never 
simply called a god, as Jacobus Capellus well observes. 
Nor is any king or prince called by that name, particularly, 
in Scripture; though in general it says of them all,, that 
" they are gods." 

Ver. 26. To him also was born a son.] When he was a 
hundred and five years old, as we read, v. 6. 

And he called his name Enos.] Signifying the weak and 
miserable condition of mankind; which he seemed, by 
giving him this name, to deplore. 

Tlien began men to call upon the name of the Lord.] This 
doth not import that men did not call upon the Lord 
(w T hjch includes all his worship and service) before this 
time: but that now (as Jac. Capellus conceives) they were 
awakened, by the consideration of their infirmity before- 
mentioned, to be more serious and frequent in religious 
offices: or, rather (as others understand it) they began to 
hold more public assemblies. For families being now; mul- 
tiplied, to which religion was before confined, they joined 
together and met in larger societies and communion, for 
the solemn worship of God by sacrifices, and other re- 
ligious services. For to call upon God, comprehends, 
as I said, all religion: which consists in acknowledging 
him to be the Lord of all; in lauding all his glorious per- 
fections ; giving him thanks for his benefits ; and beseech- 
ing the continuance of them. 

But it being scarce credible, that public assemblies were 
not held long before this (it being probable that, even when 
Cain and Abel sacrificed, their families joined together to 
worship God), it hath moved some men of note (such as 
Bertram and Ilackspan), to follow our marginal trans- 
lation; "Then began men (i. e. the children of Seth) to 
call themselves by the name of the Lord :" that is, the 
servants or worshippers of the Lord; in distinction from 
* the Cainites, and such profane persons as had forsaken 
him. 

And indeed a great number of the Jewish writers, with 



whom Mr. Selden joins, (in his De Diis Syris, Prdlegom. 3.) 
would have the words expounded thus, to signify that 
apostacy: " Then was there profanation, by invoking the 
name of the Lord." For the word hochal, which we here 
translate began, signifying profaned, in Lev. xix. 12. ("Thou 
shalt not profane the name of the Lord thy God ;") they, 
take Moses's meaning to be, "That the most Holy Name 
which belongs to the Creator and Possessor of heaven and 
earth alone, was now impiously given unto creatures:" par- 
ticularly to the sun. And thus the Arabic interpreter, in 
Erpenius's edition; " Then began men to apostatize from 
the worship of God." But a great number of very learned 
men have opposed themselves to this interpretation; and 
with much judgment: Moses being here speaking of the 
pious family of Seth, and not of impious Cain's: and the 
word hochal (as Hackspan observes), with the preposition 
le following in the next word, being constantly used in the 
sense of beginnings, not of profanation. And therefore they 
content themselves with our marginal translation: or else 
think that God was now first called upon by the name of 
Jehovah. Or, that liturgies,- as we call them, or public 
forms of worship, were now appointed at set hours: or, 
some other considerable improvements made in religious 
offices. For the Arabian Christians represent this Enos as 
an excellent governor : who, while he lived, preserved his 
family in good order; and when he died, called them all 
together, and gave them a charge to keep God's command- 
ments, and not associate themselves with the children of 
Cain. So Elmacinus. 



CHAP. V. 

Ver. 1. JL HIS is the book of the generations of Adam.] i. e. 
Here follows a catalogue of the posterity of Adam. So the 
word book signifies, Matth. i. 1. an account of those from 
whom Christ the second Adam came; as here, an account 
of those who came from the first Adam. Yet not of all, but 
of the principal persons, by whom, in a right line, the suc- 
cession was continued down to Noah, &c. As for the col- 
lateral lines, which, no doubt, were very many, by the 
other sons and daughters which the persons here mentioned 
begot, they are omitted : because no" more than I have said, 
w r as pertinent to Moses's purpose. 

In the day that God created man.] This is repeated 
again, only to imprint on their minds that Adam was not 
produced, like other men, by generation, but by creation. 

In the likeness of God created he him.'f This also is 
again mentioned ; to remember men how highly God had 
honoured them, and how shamefully they had requited 
him. 

Ver'. 2. Male and female created he them, &c.] Of dif- 
ferent sexes, to be joined together in holy marriage : as 
Moses had shewn, chap. ii. 22, 23, &c. 

Called their name Adam.] The common name to both 
sexes; like homo in Latin, &c. 

Ver. 3. And Adam lived a hundred and thirty years.] 
This doth not assure us he had no children but Cain and 
Abel till now; but only acquaints us with his age, when 
Seth was born. 

And begat a son in hisoivn likeness, after his image.] Not 
so perfect as himself, when he was created ; but with those 
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imperfections which impaired him, after he had eaten the 
forbidden fruit: that is, inclined to sin, and suhject to death. 
For his own likeness and image, wherein this son was 
begotten, seems to be opposed to the likeness and image 
of God, wherein Adam was made, (i. 2G.) which, though not 
quite lost, was lamentably defaced. 

Maimonidcs will have this to refer to SctrTs wisdom and 
goodness; he proving truly a man like to his father Adam: 
whereas the rest before him proved rather beasts. More 
Nevochim, par. i. cap. 7. 

Called his name Seth.] He intends to give here an ac- 
count of those descended from Seth alone, not of his pos- 
terity by Cain, (who are only briefly mentioned in the fore- 
going chapter, verses 17, 18.) because in Seth the posterity 
of Adam were preserved, when all the children of Cain 
perished in the deluge. 

Ver. 4. And he begat sons and daughters.'] After the birth 
of Seth he begat more children (as he had done, it is pro- 
bable, many before), whose names are not here recorded : 
because Moses sets down only that race of men, from whom 
Noah and Abraham (the father of the faithful), and the 
3Iessiah were derived. 

Ver. 5. Lived nine hundred and fifty years.] It is not 
reasonable to take a measure of the length of the lives of 
the patriarchs by the shortness of ours. For, as Josephus 
well observes, (lib. i. Antiq. cap. 4. and out of him, Eu- 
sebius, lib. ix. Pnepar. Evang. cap. 13.) they being men 
much beloved of God, and newly made by him, with a 
strong constitution, and excellent temper of body, and using 
better diet, the vigour of the earth serving at the first for the 
production of better fruits; all these things, joined with 
their temperance, constant exercise and labour, a sweet 
temper of air, their knowledge in the nature of herbs and 
plants, &c. might well contribute very much, to as long a 
life as is here mentioned. Which was but necessary, also 
(and therefore God's providence took special care of them), 
that the world might be the sooner peopled ; knowledge and 
religion more certainly propagated, by the authority of 
living teachers; arts and sciences brought to a great per- 
fection, which could not have been effected in a short life, 
like ours. And therefore Josephus shews, that herein Moses 
hath the -testimony of all the Greeks and Barbarians also, 
who have wrote about ancient affairs. Of Manethus (for 
instance) who wrote the Egyptian history; Berosus, who 
wrote the Chaldean ; Mochus, Hestiaeus, &c. who wrote 
the Phoenician; with a great number of Greek writers 
whom he mentions; who all say, men lived anciently a 
thousand years. None indeed came up to that full sum; 
but some so near it, that Ihey who wctc not exactly 
acquainted with the sacred story, might well speak in that 
manner. 

And this ought not to seem incredible to us in these days, 
when we consider how long several have lived in the later 
ages of the world ; as Pliny reports in his Natural History, 
lib. vii. cap. 4S. Nay, in times nearer to us, there are in- 
stances of this kind, as the Lord Bacon observes, in his 
Hist. Vitro et Mortis; and Bartholin, in his Hist. Anatom. 
Rariorum Cent. v. Hist. 28. 

But nothing is more remarkable than that which Gas- 
sendus reports in the Life of Nicol. Peireskius, lib. v. 
That he received a letter from Aleppo, no longer ago than 
the year 1630, of a man then iu Persia, known to several' 



persons worthy to be believed, who was four hundred years 
old: Idqueipsis omnino esse exploratum atque-indubium: 
and the persons that wrote this, were fully assured of the 
undoubted truth of it. 

Such instances indeed are rare; and there is one that 
thinks men did not generally live to such a great age in the 
old world : for Maimonides is of opinion, that none at- 
tained to so many years as are here mentioned, but only tlic 
particular persons expressly named by Moses; all the rest 
of mankind, in those days, living only the ordinary term 
which man did in afterlimes: or, in other words, this ex- 
traordinary length of days, was the privilege only of these 
singularindividuals; either from their accurate way of living 
and diet, or God's special favour in reward of their eminent 
virtue and piety. (More Nev. par. ii. cap. 47.) But Nach- 
manides (another great Jewish doctor) opposes this with 
much reason ; for, that their eminent virtue was not the 
cause they alone had this privilege, appears by Enoch, the 
most holy man of them all, who did not live to the age of 
four hundred years. And as there is no ground to believe 
these were the only persons who lived exactly temperate in 
all things; so it is manifest Moses doth not design to give 
us an account of those that lived longest, but of those from 
whom Noah descended ; and it is incredible tliat they alone 
should be very long-lived, and nobody else, though de- 
scended from the same parents. 

Ver. 6. And Seth lived a hundred and five years, and 
begat Enos.] We must not think he lived so long before he 
begat any children: no more than that Adam had none till 
he was a hundred and thirty years old, when he begat 
Seth, (ver. 3.) for we know he had Cain and Abel, and, in all 
likelihood, many others before. Therefore, to explain this 
and other things that follow, ver. 18. and 28. which seem 
more strange, (for Jared is said to have lived a hundred 
sixty-two years before he begat Enoch; and Lamech a 
hundred eighty-two years before he begat Noah,) we must 
consider, as was noted ver. 4. that Moses sets down only 
those persons by whom the line of Noah was drawn from 
Seth, and Abraham's line from Noah, by their true an- 
cestors ; whether they were the eldest of the family or no. 
Seth, it is likely, had many other children before Enos was 
born; as Noah, we may be confident, had before he begat 
Shem, Ham, and Japhet: which was not till he was five 
hundred years old, (ver. 32.) As Lamech also had several 
before Noah was born: though Moses doth, not mention 
them ; because he was here concerned only to inform us, 
who was the father of Noah. 

Begat Enos.] The Arabian Christians, as I observed be- 
fore, (iv. 26.) make him to have been a man of singular 
goodness. 

Ver. 9. Begat Cainan.] The same. writers represent him 
to have been like to his father: and say, he gave his chil- 
dren charge not to mingle with the seed of Cain. So Elma- 
cinus. Yet there is but little difference between his name 
and that of Cain's; no more than between Irad and Jared, 
and some other of Sem's posterity and Cain's: which may 
teach us, says Jac. Capellns, (in his Hist. Sacra et Exot.) 
" Ne fatale nescio quod omen nominibus propriis eflinga- 
mus : " — that ive should not fancy there is, we do not know 
what fatal omen in proper names. The wickedness of Judas 
Iscariot did not make the other Judas, called by that name, 
to think the worse of it. And therefore Jared feared not to 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP, 



v.] 



UPON GENESIS. 



29 



call his son Enoch, by the very name of Cain's eldest son, 
(iv. 17.) And Methuselah also gave his son Lamech the 
name of one of Cain's grandchildren, (iv. 18.) 

Ver. 12. Begat Mahalaleel.] This name imports as much 
as a praiser of God: which Canaan imposed upon this 
son of his (as Jacobus Capellus fancies), because he was 
born after he had lived ten weeks of years (i. e. when he 
was seventy years old), in the beginning of the sabbatick 
year; which was the eighth jubilee from the creation. For, 
as there were sacrifices and a distinction of clean beasts 
and unclean, so he conceives there might be a distribution 
of years by sevens or weeks (as they spake in aftertimes), 
from the very beginning of the world. But there is no 
certainty of this : nor of what the forenamed Arabian 
writers say of this Mahalaleel, that he made his children 
swear, by the blood of Abel (so Patricides), not to come 
down from the mountainous country where they dwelt, to 
converse with the children of Cain. 

He is mentioned also by the Mahometans, as Hottinger 
observes in his Histor. Orient, p. 20. 
« Ver. 15. Begat Jared.~\ The same Arabian writers make 
him also a strictly pious man, and an excellent governor: 
but say, that in his days some of Seth's posterity (about a 
hundred in number), notwithstanding all his persuasions to 
the contrary, would go down and converse with the chil- 
dren of Cain; by whom they were corrupted. And thence, 
they fancy, he was called Jared (which signifies descend- 
ing), either because they went down from the Holy Moun- 
tain, as they call it, where Seth's posterity dwelt ; or piety, 
in his time, began very much to decline. See Hottinger's 
Smegma Orient, lib. i. cap. 8. p. 235, &c. 

Ver. 18. Begat Enoch.] Whom the Arabians call Edris; 
and represent him as a very learned man, as well as a 
prophet; and especially skilled in astronomy. See Hot- 
tinger, Histor. Orient lib. i. cap. 3. and Smegma Orient, 
p. 240. The Greeks anciently had the same notion of 
him, as appears by a discourse of Eupolemus, which 
Eusebius quotes out of Alexand. Polyhistor. lib. ix. Proe- 
par. Evang. c. 17. where he says, Enoch was the first who 
taught the knowledge of the stars, and that he himself was 
taught, 11 *Ayyi\wv 0cou, by the angels of God ; and was the 
same person whom the Greeks call Atlas. Certain it is, 
his story was not altogether unknown to the ancient Greeks; 
as appears in what they say of 'AwaKoc, or Kawaicoc, which 
is the same with Enoch, whose name in Hebrew is Cha- 
noch. For Stephanus, in his book De Urbibus, says, that 
this Annacus lived above three hundred years, and the 
oracle told the people, that when he died they should all 
perish ; as they did in the flood of Deucalion : in which 
he confounds the history of Enoch and Methuselah, as 
Bochart well observes, (lib. ii. Phaleg. cap. 13.) 

Ver. 21. Begat Methuselah.] 'Enoch being a prophet (as 
we learn from St. Jude), and foreseeing the destruction 
that was coming upon the earth by a deluge, immediately 
after the death of this son of his, gave him this name of 
Methuscla, which imports as much. For the first part of 
it, Met km, evidently carries in it the name of death; being 
as much as, he dies: and sela signifies the sending forth of 
water, in Job v. 10, And therefore Methusela is as much 
as, " when he is dead shall ensue an emission or inundation 
of waters/' to the destruction of the whole earth. Which 
ingenious conjecture of Bochartus, (in his Phaleg. lib. ii. 



cap. 13.) is far more probable than any other account of 
his name. 

Ver. 22. Enoch walked with God after he begat Methu- 
selah.] Of all the rest, Moses only says, they lived after 
they begat those sons here mentioned ; but of this man, 
that he walked with God: i.e. was not only sincerely obe- 
dient to God (as we suppose his forefathers to have been), 
but of an extraordinary sanctity, beyond the rate of other 
holy men; and held on also in a long course of such sin- 
gular piety, notwithstanding the wickedness of the age 
wherein he lived. And the very same character being 
given of Noah, (vi. 9.) it may incline us to believe, that, 
as Noah w r as a preacher of righteousness ; so Enoch, 
being a prophet, was not only exemplary in his life, but 
also severely reproved the wickedness of that age by his 
word. 

Ver. 24. And Enoch walked with God.] Persevered in 
that course beforementioned, to the end of his days. 

And teas not.] He doth not say that he died (as .he 
doth of the rest in this chapter, both before and after), 
but that he was not any longer among men in this world. 
For, 

God took him.] Translated him to another place. Which 
plainly signifies the different manner of his leaving this 
world ; insomuch, that the apostle saith, " he did not see 
death," (Heb. xi. 5.) which confutes the conceit of Aben 
Ezra, and R. Solomon, and others, who would have this 
word took to signify, that he was snatched away by an 
untimely death: contrary to the opinion of their other 
better authors, and particularly Manachem; who, in his 
commentary on this place, saith, " That God took from 
Enoch his bodily clothes, and gave him spiritual rai- 
ment." 

But whither he was translated, we are not told. The 
author of the book of Ecclesiasticus, chap. xliv. (accord- 
ing to the Vulgar translation), saith "into paradise." And 
upon this supposition, the Ethiopic interpreter hath added 
these words to the text : " God translated him into para- 
dise;" as Ludolphus observes, (lib. iii. Commentar. in 
Ethiop. Hist. cap. 5. n. 40.) And accordingly we find, in 
the calendar of that church, a festival upon July 25, called 
" The Ascension of Enoch into Heaven," (for they were 
not so foolish as to understand by paradise a place upon 
earth, but a heavenly mansion,) unto which he was ad- 
vanced, li axpav dptrfic reXeiuxrtv, (as EusebillS Speaks, lib. 

vii. Proepar. Evang. cap. 8.) because of his consummate 
virtue. . . 

And it is no unreasonable conjecture, that God was gra- 
ciously pleased to take him unto himself at this time, to 
support and comfort mankind in their state of mortality 
(Adam, the father of them all, being dead not above fifty- 
seven years before), with the hope of a better life, in the 
other world. For which reason, it is not improbable, that 
he was translated in some such visible manner, as Elijah 
afterward was, by a glorious appearance of the Schechinah, 
from whence some heavenly ministers were sent to carry 
him up above. 

Ver. 25. Begat Lamech.] The same name with one of 
Cain's posterity, (iv. IS.) But as he was of another race, 
so he was the grandchild and the father of the best men 
in those days, viz. Enoch and Noah. 

Ver. 27. All the days of Methuselah, &c] What was 
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wanting in tho days of his father, God, in some sort, mado 
up in his age : which was extended to tho longest term of 
all other men. He died in the very year of tho deluge, 
according to the import of his name. See ver. 21. 

Ver. 29. He called his name Noah.] Which signifies 
rest, or refreshment; which proceeds from rest and quieti 
Because, says lie, 

This same shall comfort its, concerning our work and toil 
of our hands.] He expected, some think, that he should 
lie the blessed seed, promised iii. 15 ; or, that it should 
spring immediately from him. But the last words, toil 
of our hands, seem to import some inferior consolation, 
which he expected from Noah : and the Hebrew inter- 
preters generally expound it thus, " He shall make our 
labour in tilling the earth more easy and less toilsome to 
us." Which agrees to what follows: 

Because of the ground which the Lord hath cursed.'] 
There was a general curse upon it for tho sin of Adam ; 
and a particular upon sbmo part of it for the sin of Cain. 
Now God, he foretels, would take them both off in great 
measure; and bless the earth to the posterity of this same 
man: who perfected the art of husbandry, and found out 
fitter instruments for ploughing the earth than had .been 
known before. When men being chiefly employed in dig- 
ging and throwing up the earth with their own hands, their 
labour was more difficult: which now is much abated, be- 
cause the pains lie more upon beasts than upon men. 
And, indeed, Noah is called (ix. 20.) Isch haadamah, a man 
of the ground (which we translate an husbandman)\ one 
that improved agriculture, as other famous men had done 
pasturage, and found out other arts, (iv. 20, &c.) 

In the same place, also, (ix. 20.) we rdad that Noah 
planted a vineyard : with respect to which, if he was the 
first inventor of making wine, he might well be said here 
to comfort them concerning their -work and toil of their 
hands ; wine cheering the heart, and reviving the spirits 
of men, that are spent with labour. 

But if the last words of this verse be expounded, of the 
Lord's cursing the ground by sending a flood upon it, as 
Enoch had foretold; then Noah is here called their com- 
forter, with respect to his being the restorer of the world, 
after it had been dispeopled by that inundation. And so 
Jacobus Capcllus, not unreasonably interprets them to 
have relation to both cutscs, m a malediclione, quam teroe 
inflixit, ct inflicturus est Deus." — He shall give men rest 
from the curse which God hath inflicted, and intends fur- 
ther to inflict upon the earth. Hist. Sacra et Exot. ad 
A.M. 1053. 

Ver. 32. And Noah was five hundred years old.] See 
ver. 6. where I have said enough, to shew it is not reason- 
able to think he had no children till this age of his life. 

And Notxh begat Shem, Ham, and Japhet.] Here ends 
the line of Adam, before the flood. For though these 
three wero married, as appears vii. 13. before the flood 
came; yet they cither had no children, or they did not 
live : for they carried none with them into the ark. 

It doth not follow that Shem was the eldest of these 
three, because he is hero and every where else in this 
book mentioned first: for I shall shew plainly, in its due 
place, that Japhet was the eldest, (x. 21.) Scaliger, in- 
deed, would have this a settled rule, that, " Hunc ordinem 
filii in S'criplura habent, qucm illis natura dedit." — That 



children are placed in Scripture, according to the order 
which nature hath given them. But it is apparent from 
many instances, that the Scripiures hath regard to their 
dignity other ways, and not to the order of their birth: as 
Abraham is mentioned before Nahor and Haran, " merito 
exeellentise," — with respect to his excellence, (as St. Austin 
speaks,) to which God raised him, though ho was not the 
eldest son of Terah. (Gen. xi. 28.) Thus, Jacob is men- 
tioned before Esau, (Mai. i. 1.) and Isaac before Ishmael, 
(1 Chron. i.28.) Thus, Shcm's eminence, in other respects, 
placed him before Japhet, to whom he was inferior in the 
order of nature: as appears even from their genealogy 
both in Gen. x. and 1 Chron. i. where Shcm's posterity are 
placed below those of both his other brothers. 



CHAP. VI. 

Ver. 1. ff HEN men began to multiply.] To increase ex- 
ceeding fast; for they were multiplied before, but not so 
as to fill the earth. Or the word men may be limited to 
the children of Cain, (see ver. 2.) who now began to be 
very numerous. 

And daughters were born to them.] In great numbers : 
for daughters, no doubt, they had before ; but now so many 
more daughters than sons, that they had not matches for 
all : no, though we should suppose they followed the steps 
of Lamech (chap. iv. ver. 19.), and took more wives than 
one. 

Ver. 2. The so7is of God.] There are two famous inter- 
pretations of these words, (besides that of some of the 
ancients, who took them for angels.) Some understand 
by the sons of God, tho great men, nobles, rulers, and 
judges, whether they were of the family of Seth or of Cain : 
and so, indeed, the word Elohim signifies in many places 
(Exod. xxi. G. xxii. 28, &c); and the ancient Greek version, 
which Philo and St. Austin used, perhaps meant no more, 
where these words aTe translated, ol ayysXot tov 0£oD, the 
angels of God, his great ministers in this world; who, in 
aftertirnes, were mistaken for angels in heaven. These 
great persons were taken with the beauty of the daughters 
of 'men, i.e. of the meaner sort, (for so sometimes men 
signifies, Psal. xlix. 2, &c.) and took, by force and vio- 
lence, as many as they pleased ; being so potent, as to be 
able to do any thing with impunity. For they that should 
have given a good example, and punished vice, were the 
great promoters of it. 

But there are other ancient interpreters, and most of 
the later, who, by the sons of God, understand the poste- 
rity of Seth, who were the worshippers of the true God. 
(iv. ult.) 

* They saw the daughters of men.] Conversed with the 
daughters of Cain. So Tho. Aquinas himself interprets it, 
pars i. q. 51. art. 3. ad G. 

That they were fair.] Being exceedingly taken with their 
beauty. 

And they took them wives.] Made matches with them, 
and perhaps took more than one a-piece. 

Of all that they chose.] Whomsoever they liked, (so the 
word choose is used in many places, Psal. xxv. 12, &c.) 
without regard to any thing else but their beauty. Some 
of the Hebrews by daughters understand virgins, which 
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they distinguish from nasim, wives, or married women ; 
whom they also took and abused as they pleased. But 
there is no evidence of this. The plain sense is, that they 
who had hitherto kept themselves (unless it were some 
few, see vcr. 15.) unmingled with the posterity of" Cain, 
according to a solemn charge which their godly forefathers 
had given them, were now joined to them in marriage, and 
made one people with them. Which was the greater 
crime, if we can give any credit to what an Arabic writer 
saith, (mentioned first by Mr. Sclden, in his book De Diis 
Syris, cap. 3. Prolegom. et de Jure N. et G. lib. v. cap. 8. 
f. 578.) that the children of Scth had sworn by the blood 
of Abel, that they would never leave the mountainous 
country which they inhabited, to go down into the valley 
where the children of Cain lived. The same author (viz. 
Patricides, with Elmacinus, also,) says, that they were in- 
veigled to break this oath by the beauty of Naamah before- 
mentioned, (iv. 22.) and the music of her brother Jubal. 
For the Cainites spent their time in feasting, music, danc- 
ing, and sports: which allured the children of Scth to 
come down and marry with them. Whereby all manner 
of impurity, impiety, idolatry, rapine, and violence, filled 
the whole earth, and that with impunity, as Euscbius ob- 
serves, (lib. vii. Praepar. cap. 8.) This Moses here takes 
notice of, that he might give the reason why the whole pos- 
terity of Scth, even those who sprang from that holy man 
Enoch (except Noah and his family), were overflown with 
the deluge, as w r ell as the race of Cain: because they had 
defiled themselves with their cursed affinity ; and thereby 
were corrupted with their wicked manners. 

Ver. 3. And the Lord said.] Resolved with himself. 
My Spirit.] Either speaking by his prophets, such as 
Enoch had been, and Noah was; or working inwardly in 
all men's hearts. 

Shall not always strive with 7nan.] Chide and reprove 
them, and thereby endeavour to bring them to repentance; 
but proceed to punish them. There are several other in-* 
tcrprctations, which may be seen in all commentators : 
which to me seem more forced than this. 

For that he also is flesh.] For that besides his wicked 
actions, he is grown wholly fleshly in his inclinations and 
affections. He savours nothing but carnal things ; and 
consequently is incurable. Or, as others expound it, even 
the best of them (the children of Seth) are become fleshly 
men. 

Yet his days shall be a hundred and twenty years.] 
1 will not destroy mankind presently; but have patience 
with them so long, that it may appear I would willingly 
have saved them. 

Ver. 4. There were giants in the earth.] Men of vast 
stature and strength, which tempted them to oppress others 
by violence : for so several of the ancients translate the 
Hebrew word nephilim by filawt, violent men, who carried 
all before them by main force : tyrants, who filled the 
world with rapines and murders, and all manner of wicked- 
ness, having society with the devil (as Euscbius under- 
stands it, lib. vii. Praepar. cap. 8.) in infernal arts, which 
they introduced. Joscphus calls them vftptardc teal iravrbc 
vTrepcmrac Ka\ov, insolent contemners of all the laws of God 
and man. Which made Origen look upon them only as 
impious atheists: but, no doubt, the extraordinary bulk 
and strength of their body is also intended. 



In those days.] i. e. v Before the sons of God married 
with the daughters of men. For these giants wero pro- 
duced by those who went down and mixed with the .poste- 
rity of Cain in the days of Jared : as both Elmacinus and 
Patricides understand it. 

And also after that, when the sons of God came in unto 
the daughters of men, and they bare children to them.] 
The word children is not in the Hebrew: audit better 
agrees with what goes before to translate it, u Even they 
bare giants unto them." Besides those which were before, 
there was a new race of gigantic persons begot by the 
sons of God upon the daughters of men. 

The same became mighty men.] Of great power, as well 
as strength of body. 

Which were of old.] This may refer either to what goea 
before, or to that which follows. 

Men of renown.] Of great undertakings, and adventu- 
rous actions : which got them a great name in ancient time. 
But they w r ere no less famous for their wickedness, than 
for their valorous and great .exploits ; for by their means 
all mankind were overrun with impiety, as it follows in 
the next verse. 

Ver. 5. God saw the wickedness of man, that it was great, 
&c.] All sorts of wickedness in a high degree overspread 
the whole earth. 

And that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart, 
&c.] And that there were no hopes of their amendment; 
their very minds being so set upon wickedness, that they 
thought of nothing elso but how to satisfy their lusts. In 
the margin it is, "their whole imagination," i.e. all the 
designs and contrivances of all the men of that age, and 
this continually, day and night, were only rapine, filthi- 
ness, and all manner of evil. 

Ver. 6. And God repented, &c] God can neither pro- 
perly repent, nor be grieved : but such expressions signify 
he resolved to do, as men do ; who, when they repent of 
any thing, endeavour to undo it. And so it hero fol- 
lows ; — 

Vcr. 7. The Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have 
created, 8cc] Though they be my creatures, I am resolved 
to have no pity upon them, but to abolish them, and all 
things else upon the earth. For that sort of punishment, 
which God intended, would in its own nature sweep all 
away. 

For it repenteth me that I have made them.] See yer. G. 
This represents how highly God was offended, that he 
would leave nothing of the old world remaining, but only 
to preserve the seed of d new one. 

Vcr. 8. But Noah found grace, &c] This single pfcrson 
God resolved to spare, because (as it follows) ho conti- 
nued untainted in the midst of an universal contagion. 

Ver. 9. These are the generations of Noah.] An account 
of his family. Or, as Paulus Fagius (who, upon xxxvii. 2. 
expounds the word we translate generations, to signify 
events), " These are the things which befel Noah and his 
family." Which way soever we expound this, the next 
words arc inserted by a parenthesis as a character of Noah, 
who was 

A just man.] Free from that violence which the rest 
committed. 

And perfect in his generations.] Not guilty of any of 
those other sins which every where abounded. 
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And Noah walked with God.'] Not only did well, but 
was addicted (as we speak) to it ; continuing constant in 
the way of righteousness. 

Ver. 10. And Noah begat three sons, &c] Vid. chap. x. 
vcr. 1. 

Ver. 11. Hie earth also was corrupted before God.'] The 
Jewish doctors say, that by corruption is always under- 
stood cither filthiness (or forbidden mixtures), or else idol- 
atry. Somo take the first- to be here meant; and then the 
next words, "filled with violence," denote their perverting 
of justice, taking bribes, and oppressing men by open 
force. But others think it better by corruption to .under- 
stand idolatry : and then this generation is accused of the 
two highest crimes that can be committed ; the one of 
which is between man and his neighbour, and the other 
between man and God. The highest degree of the former 
is, when they that sit in judgment make unrighteous de- 
crees : which It. Solomon thinks is principally meant in 
these words, " the earth was filled with violence." See 
Mr. Selden, lib v. de Jure N. et G. cap. 9. latter end. 
However we understand the words, they point at some 
special enormous sins, which arc only co prehended in 
general words before. 

Vcr. 12. God looked upon the earth, Sec] No fruits of 
God's long-suffering appearing, lie resolved to visit men 
for their wickedness; which had rather increased, than 
been lessened, by his forbearing them one hundred and 
twenty years : which now, we must suppose, drew near to 
an end, (ver. 13.) The observation of some of the Hebrew 
doctors, perhaps, is too curious, which is this: that the 
name of Jehovah, which we translate Lord, is used ver. 3. 
where the first mention is made of this matter; for it be- 
tokens the clemency of the Divine Majesty, till the one 
hundred and twenty years were out, and then Moses uses 
the word Elohim, which is a name of judgment ; the time 
of which was come. 

For all flesh (i. e. all men,) had corrupted his icay upon 
earth.] Wholly departed from the rule of righteousness ; 
or had made their way of life abominable throughout the 
whole world. 

Ver. 13. The end of all flesh is come before me.] I am 
determined to make an end of (i. e. to destroy,) all man- 
kind shortly. So it follows: 

J will destroy them with the earth.] I e. With all the 
beasts and the fruits of the earth. Or, from the earth, as 
it is in the margin. 

Ver. 14. Make thee an ark.] This vessel was not in the 
form of one of our ships, or boats: for it was not made 
sharp forward to cut the waves, but broad like a chest; 
and therefore had a flat bottom, with a cover or a roof. 
We do not find it had any rudder, being steered by 
angels. 

Of gopher-wood.] There are various opinions about 
gopher, which some take for cedar, others for pine, &c. ; 
but our learned Nic. Fuller, in his Miscellanies, hath ob- 
served, that it is nothing else but that which the Greeks 
call KvirbpuraoQ, the cypress-tree. For, taking away the ter- 
mination, cupar and gopher differ very little in their sound. 
Eochartus hath confirmed this, and shewn that no country 
abounds so much with this wood as that part of Assyria 
which was about Babylon: where Arrianus, says Alexander, 
built a navy of these trees, rotrwy yitp ft 6i>ov rCJy Bivtywy 



tvwoptay elyai ly rp X W W ™ y f Atrtrvplwv $ &C. (lib. vii.) For there 

is great plenty of these trees alone in the country of As- 
syria ; but of other fit for lurking ships there is great 
scarcity. Strabo saith the same; (lib.xvi.) from whence 
Bochart thinks it probable, that Noah and his children 
lived in this country before the flood ; for it is not likely 
that such a vast hulk as the ark was carried far from the 
place where it was made : and the mountains of Ararat, 
which he will have to be the Gordiocan mountains, are 
upon the borders of Assyria northward; which way the 
wind blew (if there were any) in all likelihood; the rain 
coming from the South Sea. (Lib. i. Phaleg. cap. 4.) 

Rooms shall thou make.] Little cabins or cells ; to sever 
the beasts from the birds ; the clean beasts from the un- 
clean; and to preserve their several sorts of food. 

And shall pitch it, &c] So the Arabic translation ex- 
pressly, "pitch it with pitch" For the bitumen, which 
was plentiful thereabouts (which others think is here 
meant), was of the same nature, and served for the same 
use with pitch : being very glutinous and tenacious, to 
keep things close together. But not only the chinks were 
filled with it, but the whole body of the ark seems to have 
been all over daubed with it. 

Within.'] To give a wholesome scent, some think, among 
so many beasts. 

And without.] To make the ark more glib and slippery, 
to swim in the water more easily. 

Ver. 15. And this is the fashion, &c] There are those 
who take these for geometrical cubits; every one of which 
contains six of the common. But there is no need of such : 
for, taking them for common cubits, containing each only 
one foot and a half, it is demonstrable there might be room 
enough in the ark for all sorts of beasts and birds, with 
Noah's family, and their necessary provision. (See ver. 
20.) 

Ver. 1G. A window shall thou make to the ark.] To let 
in the light into the several apartments : for which, should 
we conceive, that one great window might he so contrived 
as to be sufficient; I do not see how that would ex- 
clude many little ones, here and there, for greater conve- 
nience. 

And in a cubit shall thou finish it above.] That is, finish 
the ark; which had a cover, it is plain, from via. 13. and 
was made shelving, that the rain might slide off. 

And the door of the ark shall thou set in the side thereof J] 
But on what side, or whereabouts on the side, is not cer- 
tain. It is probable on one of the long sides, and in tho 
middle of it. Patricides calls'it the eastern side. 

With lower, second, and third stories, &c.] That Ara- 
bian author, and Pirkc Elieser (cap. 23.), place Noah and 
his family in the uppermost story; tho birds in the middle ; 
and the beasts in the lowest. But they forgot to leave' u 
place for their provision : and therefore they make a bet- 
ter distribution, who think the beasts were bestowed in the 
lower story, and that the third served for the birds, with 
Noah and his family: the second, between them both, be- 
ing left for the stores that were to be laid in of meat and 
drink for them all. The creeping things, some think, might 
well live in the space between the lower story and the 
bottom of the ark. 

Ver. 17. And behold I, even I, do bring afloodofxvaters, 
&c] i. e. They shall unavoidably be all swept away ; for 
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I myself will bring a deluge upon them : not an ordinary 
flood, but one of which I will appear to be the author. All 
nations, it plainly appears, by such records as remain, 
had heard something of this flood. Lucian in his Dea 
Syria tells a long story of it, out of the archives of Hiera- 
polis, very like to this of Moses, only puts the name of 
Deucalion instead of Noah. Plutarch mentions the dove 
sent out of the ark : and so doth Abydenus, mentioned 
by Eusebius, (lib. ix. Praepar. Evang. cap. 12.) speak of 
birds in general, which being sent out, returned again to 
the ship, finding no place to rest in but there only. Jose- 
phus mentions a great many more, not only Berosus the 
Chaldean, but Hieronymus Egyptius, who wrote the an- 
cient Phoenician History, Mnaseas, Nicholaus Damas- 
cenus, with many others. St. Cyril also (lib. i.) against 
Julian, quotes a passage out of Alexander Polyhistor, 
wherein is part of the story ; only he calls Noah by the 
name of Xisuthros (as Abydenus calls him Seisithrus), in 
the dialect of the Assyrians, as some conjecture. And now 
it appears that the Americans have had a tradition of it 
(as credible authors, Acosta, Herrera, and others, inform 
us), which saith, " The whole race of mankind was de- 
stroyed by the deluge, except some few that escaped." 
They are the words of Augustin Corata, concerning the 
Peruvian tradition* And Lupus Gomara saith the same 
from those of Mexico. And, if we can believe Mart. Mar- 
tinius's History of China, there is the like among the people 
of that country. 

Ver. 18. And with thee I will establish my covenant J] 
I will make good the promise I have made thee, to pre- 
serve thee and all that are with thee in the ark. For so the 
word covenant is sometimes used: and it is reasonable 
to think God made him such a promise; which is plainly 
enough implied in ver. 8. Or, otherwise, we must under- 
stand this of the covenant about the promised seed, (iii. 
15.) which, he saith, he will stablish with him ; and conse- 
quently preserve him from perishing. 

Thou, thy sons, and thy sojis' wives with thee. This pas- 
sage shews the ark was not a hundred years in build- 
ing, as some have imagined: for none of these sons were 
born a hundred years before the flood : and we must al- 
low some years for their growth, till they were fit to take 
wives. Compare v. 32. with vii.6. And, if we observe 
how Shem, though he had a wife before the flood, yet had 
no children, (for Arphaxad, his first child, was not born till 
two years after the flood, xi.10.) it will incline us to think, 
that Noah received the command for building the ark not 
long before the flood came. 

Ver. 19. Two of every sort.] i.e. Of unclean beasts, as 
it is explained, vii. 2. 

They shall be male and female.'] To preserve the species. 
Lucian, in his book of the Syrian Goddess, where he de- 
scribes the flood, saith, all creatures went into the ark, 
fir&ym, by pairs. 

Ver. 20. Of fowls after their kind, &c] In such numbers 
as is directed afterward, (vii. 6.) Which seems to some to 
be so very great, there being many sorts of living crea- 
tures, that they could not possibly be crowded into the 
ark; together with food sufficient for them. But such 
persons never distinctly considered such things as these : 
First, That all those which could live in the water arc ex- 
cepted: and so can several creatures besides fishes. Sc- 
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condly, That of the species of beasts, including also ser- 
pents, there are not certainly known and described above 
a hundred and fifty (as Mr. Ray hath observed), and the 
number of birds about five hundred. Thirdly, That there 
are but a few species of very vast creatures; such as ele- 
phants, horses, &c. And, fourthly, That birds generally 
are of so small a bulk that they take up but a little room. 
And, fifthly, That, if we suppose creeping insects ought 
to be included, they take up less, though very numerous. 
And,, lastly, That less provision would serve them all, 
when they were shut up close, and did not spend them- 
selves by motion ; and besides, were in a continual con- 
fused agitation, which palled their appetites. From all 
which, and many more considerations, it is easy to demon- 
strate, there was more than room enough for all sorts of 
creatures that God commanded to be brought into the 
ark; and for their food, during the time they stayed in it. 

Tivo of every sort shall come unto thee, &c.j In the fore- 
going verse he had said, " Two of every sort shalt thou 
bring into the ark." Which he might think impossible; for 
by what means should he get them altogether? Therefore 
here it is explained in these words, " they shall come unto 
thee ;" by the care of God, .who made them and moved 
them to it. R. Eliezer (chap. 23. of his Pirke) is com- 
monly censured for saying, ** The angels that govern every 
species of creatures brought them thither." But (setting 
aside the opinion of angels peculiarly presiding over every 
kind of creature), I see no incongruity in affirming that 
God, by the ministry of his angels, brought them to the 
ark : but it is rather agreeable to the Holy Scriptures, 
which represent the Divine Majesty as employing their 
service in all affairs here below. 

Ver. 21., Take unto thee of all food that is eaten, &c] 
Either by man or beast: food suitable to every creature; 
Among which, though there be many that feed on flesh ; 
yet other food, as several histories testify, will go down- 
with them, when they are accustomed to it. See Philos-: 
tratus, lib. v. cap. IS. Tzetzes Chil, v. Hist. 9. Sulpit. 
Severus, De Monacho Thebaid. Dial. i. cap. 7.* 

Ver. 22. TJius did Noah, according to all that God com- 
manded him, &c] i. 6. He made the ark of sucji dimen- 
sions, and laid up provisions for all creatures, as he was 
directed. This he did when the hundred and twenty years 
drew towards an end. See ver. 18 f 



CHAP. VIL 

Ver. 1. \_s03IE thou and all thy house into the ark.] When 
the time of God's patience was expired, he required him 
to enter into the ark which he had prepared ; and unto 
which all sorts of creatures were gathered. 

For I have seen thee, &c.J I have observed thee sin- 
cerely obedient, when all the rest of the world were im- 
pious. 

Ver. 2. Of every clean beast, &c] The distinction of 
beasts, clean andunclean, being made by the law of Moses, 
hath given some a colour to say he wrote this book after 
they came out of Egypt and received the law : which made 
him speak in that style. But it may be answered to this, 
that though, with respect to men's food, the distinction of 
clean and unclean creatures was not before the law ; yet 
some were accounted fit for sacrifice, and others not fit 
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from the beginning. And then clean beasts, in this place, 
are such as are not rapacious; which were not to be of- 
fered unto God. Iu short, the rite of sacriiicing being 
before the flood, this difference of beasts was also before 
it. The only question is, How men came to make this dif- 
ference? Some imagined, that they considered the nature 
of beasts, and by common reason determined that ravenous 
creatures were unfit for sacrifice: but it is more likely 
that they had directions from God for this, as they had for 
sacrificing. Which tiiough they be not recorded, yet, I 
think, are rather to be supposed, than imagine men were 
left in such matters to their own discretion. Abarbincl, 
indeed, here says, that " Noah out of his profound wis- 
dom discerned clean from unclean:" and if he had stopped 
here, and not added, that " he discerned the differ- 
ence from their natures," he had said the truth. For he 
being a prophet, may be thought to have had instructions 
from above about such matters; though others, who first 
were taught to sacrifice, had them before him. 

By sevens.] Seven couple, it is most probable, that they 
might have sufficientfor sacrifice when they came out of the 
ark; and, if need were, for food, if other provision did not 
hold out: at least for food, after the flood, when God en- 
larged their former grant, ix. 3. 

Ver. 4. For yet seven days,-&c.] So much lime he gave 
him for the disposing himself, and all things else in the ark. 
Ver. 5. AnijL Noah did according nnto all that the Lord 
commanded him.] He had said the same bcfore,(vi.22.) with 
respect to the preparation of the ark and provision of 
food : and now repeats here again,- with respect to his 
entering into it himself, with all other creatures. For so 
it follows, ver. 7, 8, &c. 

Ver. G. Noah teas six hundred years oH, 8cc] Current, 
ns we speak, not complete, as appears by comparing this 
with ix. 28, 29. where he is said to have lived three hun- 
dred and fifty years after the flood, and in all nine hundred 
and fifty ; whereas it should have been nine hundred fifty- 
one, if he had been full six huudred years old when the 
flood began. 

Ver. 10. "And it came to pass after seven days, &c] As 
he had said, ver. 4. 

Ver. 11. In the second month.'] Of the year, not of the 
six hundredth year of Noah's life : i. e. in October ; for 
anciently the year began in September: which was changed, 
among the Israelites, in memory of their coming out of 
Egypt, into March, Exod. xii. 2. 

The seventeenth day of the month.] Which was the be- 
ginning of our November. 

All the fountains of the great deep tvere broken tip, &c] 
Here are two causes assigned of the deluge : first, The 
breaking up the fountains of the great deep: and, secondly, 
TJie opening of the windows of heaven. By the great deep 
is meant, those waters that are contained in vast quantities 
within the bowels of the earth. , Which, being pressed up- 
ward, by the falling down of the earth, or some other cause 
unknown to us, gushed out violently at several parts of the 
earth, where they either found or made a vent. For that is 
meant by breaking up the fountains of the great deep : the 
great holes, or rather gaps, that were made in the earth ; at 
which those subterraneous waters burst out. This, joined 
with the continual rains for forty days together, miglit well 
make such a flood as is here described. ' For the rain came 



down, not in ordinary showers, but in floods ; which Moses 
calls. opening the windows or flood-gates of heaven : and 
the LXX. translate cataracts. Winch they cau best under- 
stand who have seen those fallings of waters in the Indies, 
called spouts: where clouds do not break into drops, but 
fall, with a terrible violence, in a torrent. In short, it is 
evident from this history, that the waters did once cover 
the earth (we know not how deep), so that nothing of the 
.earth could be seen, till God separated them, and raised 
some into clouds, and made the rest fall into channels, 
which were made for them, and commanded dry land to 
appear, (Gen. i. 2, 7. 10.) Therefore, it is no wonder if 
these waters were raised up again, by some means or 
other, to cover the earth as before : especially when the 
waters above the firmament, came down to join with those 
below, as they did at the beginning. 

This some wise heathen looked upon as a possible 
thing. For Seneca, treating of ihvX fatal day (as he calls 
it, lib. iii. Nat. Quest, cap. 27.) when the deluge shall 
come (for he fancied it still future), questions how it may 
come to pass. Whether by the force of the ocean over- 
flowing the earth; or by perpetual rains without intermis- 
sion ; or by the swelling of rivers, and the opening of 
new fountains; or, there shall not be one cause alone of 
so great a mischief; but all these things concur, vno ag- 
mine ad exitium humani generis, in one troop to the destruc- 
tion of mankind. Which last resolution, he thinks, is 
the truth, both there and in the last chapter of that book, 
wiiere he hath these remarkable words: u Where hath not 
nature disposed moisture, to attack us, on all sides, when 
it pleases V Immanes sunt in abdito lams, &c. "There 
are huge lakes which we do not see; much of the sea that 
lies hidden ; many rivers that slide in secret. So that 
there may he causes of a deluge on all sides, when some 
waters flow in under the earth ; others flow round about 
it, which being long pent up overwhelm it; and rivers join 
with rivers, pools with pools, &c. And as our bodies some- 
times dissolve into sweat, so the earth shall melt, and, 
without the help of other causes, shall find in itself what 
will drown it, &c. There being on a sudden, every -where, 
openly and secretly, from above and from beneath, an. 
eruption of waters." Which words are written as if they 
had been directed to make a commentary upon Moses. 

Ver. 12. And the rain was upon the earth forty days, &c*] 
It continued raining so long without any intermission. 

Ver. 13. In the selfsame day, &c] In that very day, 
when the rain began, did Noah and his family, &c. finish 
their going into the ark. Which could not be done in a 
day or two ; but required a good deal of time : and now 
he had completed it; the very last creature being there 
bestowed. For, it is likely, he put in all other things 
first; and then went in himself, with his wife, and children, 
and their wives: who were no sooner entered, but the 
waters brake in upon the earth from beneath; and came 
down pouring from above. 

Ver. 16. The Lord shut him in.] Or, shut the door after 
him: closed it so fast, that the waters could not enter, 
though it was not pitched, as the rest of the ark. How 
this was done, we need not inquire. It is likely by an 
angelical power; which, I supposed before, conducted the 
several creatures into the ark. 

Ver. 17. And the flood was forty days upon the earth, &c.} 
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After forty days' rain the waters were so high that they 
bare up the ark, .so (hat it did not touch the earth. 

Ver. 18. And the waters prevailed.] By more rain, which 
fell after the forty days, the inundation grew strong and 
mighty (as the Hebrew word signifies); so strong, that the 
waters bore down houses and trees, as some expound it. 

And were increased greatly.] He said before, (vcr. 17.) 
they were increased, but now, that they were greatly in- 
creased. Which must be by more rain still falling on the 
earth ; though not in such uninterrupted showers, as during 
the forty days. 

And the ark went upon the face of the waters.] Moved, 
from place to j#ace, as the waves drove it. 

Ver. 19. And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the 
earth.] This is a higher expression than before; signify- 
ing their rising still to a greater pitch by continued rains. 

And all the high hills, that were under the whole heaven, 
were covered.] There were those anciently, and they have 
their successors now, who imagined the flood was not 
universal, aW iv $ ol r6rt dydp^irot $Kow t but only there 
where men then dwelt ; as the author of the Questions, Ad 
Orthodoxos, tells 'us, Q. 34. But they arc confuted by 
these words, and by other passages, which say all flesh 
died. For the truth is, the world was then fully peopled 
as it is now; and not only inhabited in some parts of it; as 
maybe easily demonstrated, if men would but consider, 
that, in the space of one thousand six hundred fifty-six 
years, when men lived so long as they then did, their 
increase could not but be six times more than hath been in 
the space of five thousand years, since men's lives are 
shortened as we now see them. Therefore it is a strange 
weakness to fancy, that only Palestine, Syria, or Mesopo- 
tamia, or some such country, was drowned by the flood ; 
no more of the earth being then inhabited : for those coun- 
tries could not have held the fortieth part of the inhabit- 
ants, which were produced between the creation and the 
flood; no, all the earth was not more than sufficient to 
contain them; as many have clearly proved. 

Plato says, there were in his days, IlaXaioi \6yoi, ancient 
traditions, which affirmed there had been sundry destruc- 
tions of mankind by floods, as well as other ways : in 
which, Pp^x* Tl ™ v a^pwTTwv XeiVnrrScu yLvoc, a small parcel 
of mankind were left. And particularly he saith concern- 
ing floods, that they were so great, that only cfiixpa favvpa, 
some very little sparks of mankind were saved, and those 
upon the tops of mountains : and the like he saith of 
beasts, that *fr6f*a ravra, very few of them were left, to 
support the life of mankind. (Lib. iii. Dc Legib. p. G77. 
Edit. Scran.) But this appears to have been an imperfect 
tradition; the higher mountains having been covered with 
the waters, as well as the low countries, and that all the 
eurth over: which need. not seem strange, if we consider 
what was said before upon ver. 11. And withal observe, 
that the diameter of the earth being seven thousand miles, 
and consequently, from the superficies to the centre, no 
less than three thousand five hundred miles, it is not incre- 
dible, (as Sir AV. Raleigh discourses, lib. i. cap. 7. §.6.) 
that there was water enough in the great deep, which, being 
forced up from thence, might overflow the loftiest moun- 
tains: especially, when water came pouring down, also, 
from above so fast, that no words can express it. For 
there is no mountain, above thirty miles high, upright; 



which thirty miles being found in the depths of the earth, 
one hundred and sixteen times; why should we think it 
incredible that the waters in the earth (three thousand five 
hundred miles deep) might be well able to cover the space 
of thirty miles in height? It would help men's unbelief, if 
they would likewise consider the vast inundations which 
are made yearly in Egypt, only from the rains that fall in 
Ethiopia: and the like overflowings yearly, in America, of 
the great river Oronooko ; whereby many islands and 
plains, at other times inhabited, are laid twenty foot under 
water, between May and September. 
- Ver. 20. Fifteen cubits upwards did the waters prevail, 
&c] Moses doth not here plainly say that the waters pre- 
vailed fifteen cubits above the highest mountains; though 
I do not sec but there might be water enough heaped up, 
by the forementioned means, to cover them so high; and 
the whole verse be thusdnterpreted, " The waters prevailed 
fifteen cubits upwards, after the mountains were "covered/* 
Otherwise, by the high hills in the verse before, we must 
understand only such single hills as are in several coun- 
tries; and by mountains in this verse, those long ridges of 
hills (such as Caucasus and Taurus, &c.) which stretch 
themselves many hundreds of miles through a great part 
of the earth. See viii. 5. 

Ver. 24. And the waters prevailed upon the earth a hun- 
dred and fifty days.] These words seem to me to import, 
that whatsoever short intermissions there might be, yet the 
rain continued a hundred and fifty days. Otherwise, it 
is hard to explain how the waters increased more and 
more, as it is said ver. 17, 18, 19. Besides, had the rain 
ended, as we commonly suppose, at forty days' end, the 
waters could not have prevailed a hundred and fifty days, 
but would have sunk much before that time; by reason of 
the declivity of the earth. And yet they were so far from 
falling, that (as Mr. Ray hath observed, in his pious and 
learned discourse of the Dissolution of the World), the 
tops of mountains were not seen till the beginning of the 
tenth month ; that is, till two hundred and seventy days 
were passed. 



CHAP. vnr. 

Ver. 1. JjLND God remembered Noah, &c.] Took com- 
passion upon him, and heard his prayers, which we may 
well suppose he made for himself and for all creatures 
that were with him. Thus the word remember is used, 
xix. 29. xxx. 22. The Hebrew doctors here again took 
notice of the word Elohiin, (sec vi. 12.) which is the name 
for judges; and observe, that even God's justice was 
turned to mercy. Justice itself was satisfied, as Sol. 
Jarchi expresses it. 

And God made a ivind to pass over the earth, &c] Some 
gather from hence, that, during the fall of the rain, there 
was no storm or violent wind at all; but the rain fell down- 
right. And consequently, the ark was not driven far from 
the place where it was built: it having no masts, or sails, 
but moving as a hulk or body of a ship, without a rudder, 
upon a calm sea. Philo, indeed, (in his book De Abra- 
hamo) gives a quite different description of the deluge; 
representing the incessant showers to have been accom- 
panied with dreadful thunder and lightning, storms and 
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tempests. But there is not a word in this story to coun- 
tenance it. 

This wind, it is very probable, was the north ivind, which 
is very drying, and drives away rain, (Prov. xxv. 23.) 
which came, perhaps, out of the south, as I said upon 
iv. 14. Thus Ovid represents it in the flood of Deucalion, 
where he saith Jupiter, 

" Nubila disjecit, nimbisque Aquilono remotis/' &c. 

And the ivaters assuaged.] This drying wind, and the 
sun, which now began to shine with great power, made the 
waters fall. For, if the second month, when the flood 
began, was part of our October and November; then the 
flood abated (after a hundred and fifty days) in the be- 
ginning of May, when the summer came on apace." 

Ver. 2. The fountains also of the deep.] There was no 
farther eruption, or boiling up of the water, out of the 
bowels of the earth. 

And the rain from heaven was restrained.] So that the 
rains ceased at the end of a hundred and fifty days. 

Ver. 3. And the waters returned from off the earth conti- 
nually, &c] The waters, rolling to and fro by the wind, 
fell by little and little: and, after the end of the hundred 
aud fifty days, began to decrease. So the Vulgar Latin 
well translates the latter end of this verse, were abated; 
i.e. began sensibly to decrease. 

Ver. 4. And the ark rested in the seventh month, &cj Of 
the year, not of the flood. 

Upon the mountains of Ararat.] i. e. Upon one of the 
"mountains, as xix. 29 : " God overthrew the cities in which 
Lot dwelt;" i.e. in one of which he dwelt, Judg. xii.7. 
" Jephthah was buried in the cities of Gilead f i. e. in one 
of the cities. For there was no one mountain called by 
this name of Ararat: but it belonged to a long ridge of 
mountains, like the Alps or Pyreneau, which are names 
appertaining not to one but to all. And Sir W. Raleigh, 
I think, truly judges that all the long ridges of mountains, 
which run through Armenia, Mesopotamia, Assyria, Me- 
dia, Susiana, &c. i. e. from Cilicia to Paraponisus, are 
called by Moses Ararat, as by Pliny they are called 
Taurus. And that author thinks the ark settled in some 
of the eastern parts of Taurus, because Noah planted 
himself in the east after the flood (and it is likely did not 
travel far from the place where the ark rested), as appears, 
he thinks, from Gen. xi. 2. where we read his posterity, 
when they began to spread, went westward, and built 
Babel. The common opinion is, that the ark rested in 
some of the mountains of Armenia, as the Vulgar Latin 
translates the word Ararat; i.e. saith St. Jerome, upon 
the highest part of Taurus. But Epiphanius (who was 
before him) saith, upon the Gordiaean mountains; and so 
Jonathan, and Onkelos, and the Nubiensian geographer, 
and many others mentioned by Bochartus : who is of this 
"opinion, as having the most authority. Many of which 
say, that some relics of the ark were remaining upon these 
mountains : which (as Theodoret observes upon Isa. xiv. 13.) 
were accounted the highest in the whole world. Vid. Pba- 
leg. lib. ii. cap. 3. and lib. iv. cap. 38. 

There were such remainders of this history among the 
ancient Scythians, that, in their dispute with the Egyptians 
about their antiquity, they argue it partly from hence ; that 



if (ho earth had ever been drowned, their country must 
needs be first inhabited again, because it was first cleared 
from the water; being the highest, of all other countries in 
the world. 

Thus their argument runs in Justin, lib. ii. cap. 1. where 
he hath given us a brief relation of it (if we had Trogus, 
whom he epitomizes, it is likely we should have understood 
their tradition more perfectly), in this manner: "If all 
countries were anciently drowned in the deep, profecto 
editissimam quamque partem, we must needs grant the 
highest parts of the earth were first uncovered of the 
waters that ran down from them : and the sooner any part 
was dry, the sooner were animals there generated. Now 
Scythia is so much raised above all other countries, that 
all the rivers which rise there run down into the Moeotis, 
and so into the Pontic and Egyptian sea," &c. 

Ver. 5. And the ivaters decreased continually until the 
tenth month.] For the summer's heat must needs very much 
dry them up when there was no rain. 

In the tenth month were the tops of the mountains seen.'] 
This shews the mountain on which the ark rested was the 
highest, at least in those parts: because it settled there 
above two months before the tops m other mountains 
were seen. And, perhaps, the ark, by its weight, might 
settle there, while the top of that mouiHain was covered 
with water: which, it is possible, might not appear much 
before the rest 

Ver. G. At the end of forty days.] Forty days after the 
tops of the mountains appeared; i.e. on the eleventh day 
of the eleventh month, which was about the end of our 
July. 

Ver. 7. He sent forth a raven.] For the same end, no 
doubt, that the dove was sent forth ; to make discovery 
whether the earth were dry: for, if it were, the smell of 
the dead carcasses, he knew, would allure it to fly far 
from the ark: which it did not, but only hovered about it, 
as it follows in the next words.. 

Went forth to and fro.] In the Hebrew more plainly, 
" going forth and returning." That is, it often went from 
the ark, and as often returned to it. For after many 
flights, finding nothing but water, it still betook itself unto 
the ark: either entering into it, or sitting upon it; till at 
last the waters being dried up, it returned no more ; that is, 
fifty days after its first going forth, (ver. 13.) All which 
time it spent in going out and coming back. Bochart, 
indeed, approves of the Greek version; which makes the 
raven "not to have returned:" for which he gives some 
specious reasons, (lib. ii. cap. 12. p. 2. Hierozoic.) and 
hath such of the Hebrews to countenance him as R. Eli- 
ezer, who saith (Pirke, cap. 23.) that " the raven found a 
carcass of a man upon a mountain, and so would return 
no more." 

But the next words (which in the Greek and Hebrew are 
both alike) confute this translation. 

Until the waters were dried up from the earth.] Which 
make this plain and easy sense, in connexion with the 
foregoing (as they run in the Hebrew), that while the earth 
continued covered with water, the raven often flew from 
the ark, but, finding no convenient place to rest in, returned 
thither again, till the ground was dry. Whereas, accord- 
ing to the Greek, we must suppose the raven to have re- 
turned to the ark, when the waters were dried up from the 
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ground: which is very absurd. For, if it had sometime 
sat upon a carcass floating in the waters before they were 
dried up, or upon the top of some mountain which already 
appeared, what should make it return when all the waters 
were gone every where, and not rather while they remained 
upon the ground ? 

Ver. 8. Also he sent forth a dove.] As a proper creature 
to make further discoveries: being of a strong flight, lov- 
ing to feed upon the ground, and pick up seeds; and con- 
stantly returning to its rest from the remotest places. 
These two birds (the raven and the dove) some imagine 
were sent forth upon one and the same day, or but a day 
between; as Btdiartus conjectures. But this doth not 
agree with ver. 10. where it is said, " Noah stayed yet 
other seven days," and then sent out the dove again: 
which relates to seven days preceding ; which seem to have 
passed between the sending out of the raven and of the 
dove. 

Ver. 9. The dove found no rest, &c] For though the 
tops of the mountains appeared, yet they continued muddy, 
as some conceive ; or, they were so far off, that the dove 
could not easily reach them. 

Ver. 10. And he stayed yet other seven days.] It appears 
by this, that on the seventh day Noah expected a blessing, 
rather than on another day: it being the day devoted from 
the beginning to religious services. Which he having, it 
is likely, performed, thereupon sent out the dove upon 
this day, as he had done before, with hope of good tidings. 

Ver. 11. And, lo, in her mouth was an olive leaf (or 
branch the word signifies) plucked off.] Bochart thinks the 
dove brought this out of Assyria, which abounds with 
olive trees, and lay south of Ararat; the wind then blow- 
ing towards that country from the north. (See Hierozoic, 
lib. i. cap. G. p. 2.) where he shews, out of many authors, 
that not only olive trees, but some other also, will live and 
be green under water. All the difficulty is, how the dove 
could break off a branch (as the Vulgar translates it) from 
the tree. But it is easily solved, if we -allow, as I have 
said before, that now it was summer time ; which brought 
new shoots out of the trees that were easily cropped. 

So he knew the waters were abated,] The tops of moun- 
tains were seen before, (ver. 5.) but now he understood the 
waters had left the lower grounds. Yet not so left them 
that the dove would stay; the earth, it is likely, remaining 
very chill. 

Ver. 12. And he stayed yet other seven days.] See ver. 10. 
The observation there being confirmed by what is repeated 
here. 

Returned not again to him any more.] Thero wanting 
neither food, nor a nest wherein to repose itself. By which 
Noah understood the earth was not only dry, and fit to be 
inhabited; but that it was not quite spoiled by the flood, 
but would afford food for all creatures. 

Ver. 13. Noah removed the covering of the ark.] Some 
of the boards on the top. For he could see further by 
looking out there, than if he looked out at the door, or the 
window, which gave him a prospect but one way. 

The face of the ground was dry.] Quite frecd^ from 
water, but yet so soft and muddy that it was not fit to be 
inhabited: as appears by his staying still almost two 
months more before he thought fit to go out. So the fol- 
lowing verse tells us. 



Ver. 14. In the second month, &c] If their months were 
such as ours, twelve of which make three hundred sixty* 
five days, then Noah stayed in the ark a whole year and 
ten days, as appears by comparing this verse with vii. 11: 
But if they were lunar months, which is most probable, 
then he was in the ark just one of our years : going out on 
the three hundred and sixty-fifth day after his entrance 
into it. i 

Was the earth dried.] Perfectly dried, so that no mois- 
ture remained ; and grass, it is likely, was sprung up (of 
the cattle. : 

It need not seem a wonder, that Moses gives so punctual 
and particular an account of this whole matter, and of all 
that follows; for he lived within eight hundred years of 
the flood : and therefore might very well know what had 
been done within that period, and easily tell how the world 
was peopled by the posterity of Noah. Which could not 
but be fresh in memory, when men lived so long ; that not 
much above three generations had passed from the flood 
to Moses. For Shem, who saw the flood, was contempo- 
rary with Abraham ; as he was with Jacob ; whose great- 
grandchild was the father of Moses. 

Ver. 1G. Go forth out of the ark.] Though he saw the 
earth was fit to be inhabited; yet he waited for God's 
order to go out of the ark, as he had it for his entering 
into it. 

Thou and thy wife, &c] I do not think the observation 
of some of the Jews is absurd ; who, by comparing this 
verse with vii. 13. make this collection: that while they 
were in the ark, the men did not cohabit with their wives ; 
it being a time of great affliction: and therefore they kept 
asunder in separate apartments. So R. Eliezer in his 
Pirke, cap. 23. where R.Levitus thus gathers it: When 
they went into the ark, it is said, (vii. 13.) " Noah and 
his, sons entered," and then "Noah's wife, and his sons' 
wives:" Behold, saith he, here the men are put together, 
and the women together; But when they come out, it is 
here said, " Go forth, thou and thy wife, and thy sons, 
and thy sons' wives, with thee;" lo, here they are coupled 
together, as before they were separated. And so we find 
them again, (ver. 18.) where it is said, "Noah went forth, 
and his wife/' &c. 

Ver. 17. Bring forth every living creature, &c. that they 
may breed, &c] One would think, by this, that no crea- 
ture bred in the ark, no more than men : but now are sent 
forth to breed and multiply in the earth. 

Ver. 20. And Noah built an altar to the Lord.] We 
never read of any built before this time : though we may 
reasonably conclude there was an altar upon which Cain 
and Abel ofFercd; in the place appointed for Divine 
worship. 

Offered burnt-offerings.] He restores the ancient rito of 
Divine service ; which his sons and their posterity followed. 
Some think these burnt-offerings had something in them 
of the nature -of a propitiatory sacrifice, as well as eu- 
charistical, which they certainly were, for their deliver- 
ance from the flood. Their reason is taken from what 
follows. 

Ver. 21. The Lord smelted a sweet savour.] That is, as 
Munstcr understands it, he ceased from his anger and was 
appeased. So the Syriac also, and Josephus. (Lib.i. An- 
tiq. cap. 4.) But it may signify no more, but that his 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



38 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap, IX, 



thankfulness was as grateful to God as sweet odours are 
to us. 

And the Lord said in his heart.] IIo determined, or re- 
solved in himself. The Vulgar understands this, as if the 
Lord spake comfortably to Noah, (which in the Hebrew 
phrase is, " speaking to one's heart'*) and said, 

J will not again curse the ground any more.] i, e. After 
this manner, with a deluge. 

For the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth.] 
Such a proclivity there is in men to evil, that if I should 
scourge them thus, as often as they deserve, there would 
be no end of deluges. But the words may have a quite dif- 
ferent sense, being connected with what went before in this 
manner; " I will not curse the ground any more for man's 
sake, though he be so very evilly disposed," &c. 

Those words, " from his youth," signify a long radicated 
corruption, as appears from many places; Isa. xlvii. 12. 15, 
Jcrem. iii. 25. Ezek. xxiii. 8, &c. Sol Jarchi extends it so 
far as to signify, " from his mother's womb." 
■ Ver. 22. While the earth remaineth.] While men shall 
inhabit the earth. 

Seedtime and harvest, &c] There shall not be such a 
year as this last has been : in which there was neither sow- 
ing nor reaping, nor any distinctions of seasons, till the 
rain was done. 

Day and night, shall not cease.] One would think, by this 
expression, that the day did not much differ from night, 
while the heavens were covered with thick clouds, which 
fell in dismal floods of rain. 



CHAP. IX. 

Ver. 1, JjLND God blessed Noah and his sons, &c] The 
Divine Majesty appeared now to Noah and his sons; to 
assure them of his favour and protection, and to renew the 
blessing bestowed upon Adam (as after a new creation), 
saying, "Increase and multiply." 

Ver. 2. The fear of you, &c] He seems also to confirm 
to them the dominion which God gave to Adam, at first, 
over all creatures, (i. 26.) 

Ver. 3. Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for 
you, &c] Here the first grant made to mankind concerning 
food is enlarged, as St. Basil observes, y npiorr} vopoSeoia 
rwv Kapiztav dirukavotv cwExwpqorf, The first legislation granted 
to them the use of fruits ; but now of all living creatures; 
which they are as freely permitted to eat of, as formerly of 
all the fruits of the garden. For God seeing men to be 
d(peih"tQ f contumacious, as Greg. Nyss. expresses it, torn. i. 

p. 157. t7ri navrQv rifV dnoXavaiv ovvExvprjaE, he conceded to 

them the enjoyments of all things. This is the general sense 
of the Jews, and of the Christian fathers, and of the first 
reformers of religion. They that would have this only a 
renewal of such an old charter, are of later standing; and 
can shew us no charter, but are led by some reasonings of 
their own, not by the Scriptures : unless we will admit such 
a criticism upon Gen. i. 30. as seems to me very forced. 
And they would have this also understood only of clean 
creatures : but I do not find any ground for the distinction 
of clean and unclean creatures with respect to food, but 
only to sacrifice, as was said before. 

The reason why God now granted the liberty to eat flesh, 



Abarbinel thinks, was because otherwise there would not 
have been food enough for Noah and his sons : the fruits of 
the earth, which before were abundant, being all destroyed ; 
so that for the present there was not suflieient for their suste- 
nance. Others think the reason of it was, because the fruits 
of the earth were not now so nutritive as they had been, 
before the salt water of the sea very much spoiled the soil. 

Ver. 4. But flesh with the life thereof &c] Here is ono 
exception to the foregoing large grant, that the blood of 
beasts should not be eaten: just as, at the first, one fruit in 
the midst of the garden was excepted, when all the rest 
were allowed. The Hebrew doctors generally understand 
this to be a prohibition to cut off any limb of a living 
creature, and to eat it while the life, that is, the blood, was 
in it: Dum adJiuc vivit, et palpitat, sen tremit, as a modern 
interpreter truly represents their sense : which is followed 
by many Christians. See Mercer, .Museulus, especially Mr. 
Sclden, lib. vii. cap. 1. de Jure N. et G.: who thinks, as 
Maimonides doth, that there were some people in the old 
world so fierce and barbarous, that they eat raw flesh, while 
it was yet warm from the beast out of whose body it was 
cut: and he makes this to have been a part of their idol- 
atrous worship. (See More Nevochim, par. iii. cap. 48.) 
But, supposing this to be true, there were so few of theso 
people, we may well think (for he himself saith, it was the 
custom of the gentile kings to do thus), that there needed 
not to have been a precept given to all mankind to avoid 
that, unto which human nature is of itself averse. 

St. Chrysostom there expounds this, of not eating "things 
strangled :" and L. de Dieu, of not eating " that which died 
of itself:" fox nepheshin Scripture signifies, sometimes, a 
dead carcass. But it is manifest it was not lawful for. all 
people to eat such things; for God himself orders the 
Israelites to give that which died of itself to a stranger, 
or to sell it to an alien. (Dcut. xiv. 21.) And therefore the 
simplest sense seems to be, that they should not eat the 
blood of any creature : which was a positive precept, like 
that of not eating of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 
And the reason of it, perhaps, was, that God, intending in 
aftertimes to reserve the blood for the expiation of sin, 
required this early abstinence from it, that they might be 
the better prepared to submit to that law, and understand 
the reason of it : which, was, that it was the life of the beast 
which God accepted instead of their life, when they had 
forfeited it by their sins. 

And there is another plain reason given of this prohi- 
bition immediately after it; that they might be the more 
fearful of shedding the blood one of another, when it was 
not lawful so much as to taste the blood of a beast. 

Ver. 5. And surely.] Or rather for surely, as the LXX. 
the Vulgar Latin, and a great number of learned men ex- 
pound the particle van as a causal, not as a copulative, in 
this place. So that the sense is this: Therefore I command 
you to abstain from the blood of living creatures, that you 
may be the farther off from shedding the blood of men : lor 
that is so precious in my account, that I will take care he 
be severely punished, by whom it is shed; yea, the very 
beast shall die that kills a man. So it follows : 

At the hand of every beast will I require it.] Not as if 
beasts were to blame if they killed a man (for they aro 
capable neither of vice nor viitue); but this was ordained 
with respect to men, for whose use beasts were created. 
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For, first, such owners as were not careful to prevent such 
mischiefs were hereby punished: and, secondly, others 
were admonished by their example to be cautious : and, 
thirdly, God hereby instructed them that murder was a 
most grievous crime, whose punishment extended even to 
beasts : and, lastly, the lives of men were hereby much se- 
cured by the killing such beasts, as might otherwise have 
done the like mischief hereafter. See Bochart in his Hiero- 
zoic, par. i. lib.i. cap. 40. 

At the hand of every man's brother; &c] And therefore 
much more will I require it at the hand of every man. 
Whom he calls brother, to shew that murder is the more 
heinous upon this account; because we are all brethren. 
Or the meaning may be~(as some will have it), that though 
he be as nearly related as a brother he shall not go un- 
punished. 

Ver. 6. Whoso sheds mans blood.] He repeats it over 
again, to enact this law more strongly. Or, as the Hebrews 
understand it, he spake before of the punishment he would 
inflict himself upon the murderer ; and now of the care we 
should take to punish it. 

By manshall his blood be shed.] That is, by the magistrate 
or judges. For God had kept the punishment of murder in 
his own hand till now; as we may gather from the story of 
Cain, whom he banished, but suffered nobody to kill him: but 
here gives authority to judges to. call every body to an ac- 
count for it, and put them to death. They that would see 
more of the sense of the Jews about these and the foregoing 
words, may read Mr. Sclden, de Jure N. et G. lib. i. cap. 5. 
and lib. iv. cap. 1. and de Syncdriis, lib. i. cap. 5. 

I willonly add, that they rightly conclude, that as courts 
of judicature were hereby authorized ; so what was thus or- 
dained against murder, by a parity of reason, was to be 
executed upon other great offenders; there being some 
things which are no less dear to us than life; as virginal 
chastity, and matrimonial fidelity, &c. 

For in the image of God made he man.] Notwithstanding 
the sin of man, there remained so much of the image of 
God in him as entitled him to his peculiar protection. 

Ver. 7. And ye, be ye fruitful, &c] You need doubt 
therefore of the blessing 1 now bestowed upon you, (ver. 1.) 
for you see what care I take of the preservation as well as 
the propagation of mankind. 

Ver. 9. I will establish my covenant with you.] Because 
beasts cannot covenant, most understand by that word sim- 
ply a promise, as Jcr. xxxiii. 25. But there is no need of 
this explication ; the covenant being made directly with 
Noah, including all other creatures who were to have the 
benefit of it 

Ver. 10. From all that go out of the ark, to every beast of 
the earth.] That is, it shall extend not only to those which 
now go out of the ark, but to all their breed in future ages. 

Ver. 11. And I will establish my covenant with you, &c] 
Doubt not of it; for I tell you again, 1 will faithfully keep 
this solemn promise. 

Any more be a flood to destroy the earth.] That is, the 
whole earth; for particular inundations there have been 
often. 

Ver. 12. And tlve Lord said, This is the token of the co- 
venant, &c.] I do not only give you my word; but a token 
or sign that I will keep it. 

Ver. 18. J do set my bow in the clouds, &c.] Most think 



this doth not signify there never had been a rainbow before 
the flood ; for since there was both sun and clouds, it ft 
Jikely, say they", there was a rainbow also : only now it was 
appointed for a sign, which it was not before. But as this 
opinion hath nothing in Scripture to enforce it, so grounds 
in nature there are none to warrant it; unless we will assert 
this manifest untruth, that everydisposition of the air, or 
every cloud, is fitly disposed to produce a rainbow. They 
are the words of that great divine, Dr. Jackson, (book i. 
upon the Creed, chap. 16.) who adds, that if other natural 
causes, wiih their motions and dispositions, depend upon 
the final (as Scripture philosophy teaches us), they, who 
acknowledge the Scripture, have no reason to think that 
either the clouds or the air had that peculiar disposition be- 
fore the flood, which is required to the production of the 
rainbow: when this wonderful effect had no such use or 
end, as it hath had ever since, for it was appointed by God, 
to be a witness of his covenant with the new world ; a mes- 
senger to secure mankind from destruction by deluges. 
Now, if it had appeared before the flood, the sight of it 
after the flood would have been but a poor comfort to Noah 
and his timorous posterity: whose fear, lest the like inun- 
dation might happen again, was greater than could betaken 
away by a common or usual sign. The ancient poets had 
a better philosophy (though they knew not the original of 
it), when they feigned Iris to be the daughter, or (as we 
would now speak) the mother of wonderment (Oatyavroe 
Uyovov), the messenger of the great god Jupiter, and his 
goddess Juno: whom Homer (as he observes) represents 
as sent with a peremptory command to Neptune not to aid 
the Grecians ; by the swelling, we may suppose, of waters, 
which much annoyed the Trojans. 

My bow.] It is called his, not only because he is the 
Author of all things, which have natural causes, as there 
are of this: but because he appointed it to a special end, 
as a signification and assurance of his mercy to mankind. 

Ver. 14. WhenI bring a cloud over the earth. ]A^e. When 
there are great signs of rain, which come out of the clouds. 

That the bow shall be seen in the cloud.] Not always, but 
at certain times ; often enough to put men in mind of this 
promise, and stir up their belief of it. For it doth, as it were, 
say, I will not drown the earth again, though the clouds 
have thickened as if they threatened it. Common philo- 
sophy teaches us, that the rainbow is a natural sign there will- 
not be much rain after it appears; but that the clouds begin 
to disperse: for it is never made in a thick cloud, but in a 
thin: so that if it appear after showers, which come from 
thick clouds, it is a token that now they grow thin. But the 
God of nature chose this to be a sign, that he would never 
let them thicken again to such a degree to bring a deluge 
upon the earth. And, indeed, the admirable form or com- 
position of this " glorious circle (as the son of Sirach calls 
it, Ecclus. xliii. 1 2.) bent by the hands of the Most High," 
doth naturally excite one to look beyond the material and 
efficient cause of it to the final, as the forenamed author 
speaks. And uow that we have Moses's commentary upon 
it, we may see, in the mixed colours of the rainbow, these 
two things; the destruction of the old world by water, and 
the future consumption of the present world by fire; whose 
flaming brightness is predominant in the waterish humour. . 

Ver. 15. And I will remember my covenant, &c] Look 
upon it as a token of my faithfulness to my word. 
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Vcr 1G. I will look upon it that I may remember, &c] 
This is spoken after the manner of men ; the more to 
confirm their belief that God would not go back with his 
word. 

Ver. 17. And God said, Tliis is the token, &c.] As the 
promise is repeated twice, to express its certainty, (ver. 9. 
11.) so is the token of it as oft repeated, for the same 
reason, (ver. 12. and here vcr. 17.) 

• Ver. 18. And the sons of Noah, &c] They are here again 
named, with respect to what follows: but not in their 
order, as shall be proved in its proper place, (x. 21.) for 
Japhct was the eldest. 

And Ham is the father of Canaan.'] This son of Ham is 
here alone mentioned, because ho was concerned in the 
following wicked fact of his father: and his posterity 
were those wicked people, whose country God gave to the 
Israelites. 

Ver. 19. And of them was the whole earth overspread.'] 
By this it appears, that, though Noah lived above three 
hundred years after he came out of the ark, yet he begat 
no more children; or, if he did, none of them lived to have 
any posterity. 

Ver. 20. Began to be an husbandman.] To improve the 
art of husbandry, which was understood before, but he 
much advanced it : there being nothing, in old time, which 
the jgreatest men thought more worthy their study; as we 
sec by the Romans themselves, till they were corrupted 
by the luxury which their conquests brought in among 
them. - 

And he planted a vineyard.] There were vines here and 
there before the flood ; but Noah seems to have been the 
first that made a vineyard, and put them in order: and the 
first, perhaps, that invented wine-presses, to press out the 
juice of the grapes, and make wine. If he was not the 
inventor of these two (planting of vineyards and making 
wine), yet we may well allow him to be the improver of 
them, as he was of husbandry. 

.Ver. 21. And he drank of the wine, and was drunken.] 
Being unacquainted with the strength of the liquor (as 
several of the fathers, as well as of the Jewish doctors 
think), or else being old and unable to bear its strength, 
as Epiphanius understands it: (see Hreres. lxiii. n. 3.) 
For it is manifest from what follows, that this happened a 
great while after the flood; Ham having a son, nay, more 
than one, for Canaan was not his first-born. 

And he was uncovered in his tent.] The heat of the 
weather, or of the wine, perhaps, made him throw off the 
clothes : or he was negligent, being not himself. 

Ver. 22. And Ham, the father of Canaan, &c.] There 
are some circumstances, which follow, that make the opi- 
nion of the Hebrew doctors not improbable; that Canaan 
first saw Noah in this indecent posture, and made sport 
with it to his father : who was so far from reproving him, 
as he ought to have done, that he also did the same. 

And told his two brethren without.] In the street, pub- 
licly before the people, he proclaimed his father's shame, 
and mocked at it. For it is hard to think that God cursed 
him merely for his irreverence, but there was something of 
derision joined with it, and perhaps of profaneness and 
irreligion ; in laughing (we may conceive) at the promise 
of the Messiah, which, it is likely, he heard his father 
often speak of, but now thought him incapable to beget. 



For Ham is generally thought to have been an impious 
man; and some take him to have been the first inventor 
of idols after the flood ; nay, o# magic, which he learned 
of the wicked Cainitcs before the flood. Thus Gaspar 
Schottus, lib. i. de Magia, cap. 3. prolcgom. Where he 
endeavours to shew he was the same with him whom the 
Persians call Zoroaster. 

Ver. 23. And Shem and Japhct took a garment, &c] A 
great argument of their piety and dutiful affection to their 
father; which God, therefore, greatly rewarded. 

Ver. 24. And knew what his younger son had done.] 
Finding himself covered with clothes that were not his 
own, he inquired, it is likely, how it came about: and was 
informed how ho had been abused by one of his sons,and 
honoured by the other. 

His younger son.] Some make this an argument that 
Canaan was the first that made himself merry with his 
grandfather : and is here called his younger, or little son 
(nothing being more common than to call those the sons of 
another who were his grandchildren, as cousin-germans 
are called brothers), for Ham was neither little, nor his 
younger son;, but the middle-most, as he is always placed. 
Nor doth it seem at all pertinent to the matter to mention 
the order of his birth ; but very fit, if he spake of his grand- 
son, to distinguish him from the rest. And what follows 
is a farther proof of it. 

Ver. 25. Cursed be Canaan, &c] If what I said before, 
(ver. 22. 24.) be allowed, it makes it easy to give an ac- 
count why Canaan is cursed rather than Ham ; becauso he 
was first guilty. Ham, indeed, was punished in him : but 
he had other sons, on whom the punishment did not fall, 
but only on this. For which I can find no reason so pro- 
bable as that beforenamed. Which, if it be not allowed, 
we must have recourse to a harsh interpretation ; and, by 
Canaan, understand Canaan's father, as some do. 

A servant of servants.] That is, the basest and vilest of 
servants. See the next verse. 

Ver. 26. Blessed be the Lord God of Shem.] The Lord 
was the God of Shem, after a peculiar manner, just as he 
was the God of Abraham, because of the gracious cove- 
nant made with him: for God settled his church in the 
family of Shem; and Christ was born of his posterity; 
and he himself, in all likelihood, kept up the worship of 
the true God, and opposed idolatry. In short, to be the 
God of Shem, was to bestow all manner of blessings upon 
him; which Noah here prophecies to him, by blessing the 
Lord for them : whom he acknowledges to be the Author 
of them, out of his special grace and favour towards him. 
For he was the younger brother of Japhet, as I. shall 
shew, x. 21. Thus Jacob interprets this phrase, xxix. 
19, 20. 

And Canaan shall be his servant.] This was fulfilled 
eight hundred years after, when the Israelites (who were 
descended from Shem) took possession of the land of Ca- 
naan ; subduing thirty of their kings ; killing most of their 
inhabitants; laying heavy tributes upon the remainder; 
and using the Gidconites (who saved themselves by a wile), 
though not as servants to them, yet as mere drudges for 
the service of the tabernacle. Whose name David is 
thought to have changed into Nethinim (Ezra viii. 20.); 
people who had voluntarily surrendered themselves (as 
they did to Joshua when he had discovered their fraud)^ 
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to do what he would with them. Solomon also made all 
the remainders of the people of Canaan subject to servile 
labours, when all the Israelites were free, as is plainly 
signified, 2 Chron. viii. 7, 8, 9. And see Joseph. Antiq. 
lib. viii. cap. 2. Thus, as the blessing promised to Abra- 
ham was not fulfilled in his own person/ but in his poste- 
rity, many generations after his death; so this curse upon 
Cham did not take place till the same time: the execu- 
tion of God's curse upon the one being his conferring of a 
blessing upon the other. 

Ver. 27. God shall enlarge Japheth.] i. e. His habitation; 
for God gave him, for his possession, all the isles of the 
sea westward, and those countries near to them, as Spain, 
Italy, Greece, Asia the Less, &c. as Bochart hath observed 
in his Phaleg. lib. i. cap. i. Who further notes, that, in 
the Hebrew word for enlarge, there is a plain allusion to 
Japheth's name ; as there are to many others in Scripture ; 
Noah, (ver. 29.) Judah, Dan, Gad, &c. (xlix. 8.16.19.) 
They that translate this word persuade (as it is in the 
margin), did not consider, that it is commonly taken in a 
bad sense, when it is so used, for deceiving and seducing; 
and that it governs, as grammarians speak, an accusative 
case, and not a dative (as it doth here), when it signifies to 
allure or persuade. In short, this is a promise of a very 
large portion to Japheth's posterity in the division of the 
earth: which was but necessary; for that part of the 
world which bends to the north being assigned to him, 
vast regions w r ere requisite for such a numerous offspring 
as were likely to come from him : the fruitfulness of people 
being wonderfully great in cold climates. And, accord- 
ingly, besides all Europe, and the Lesser Asia, there fell 
to the share of his posterity, Media, part of-Armenia, 
Iberia, Albania, and the vast regions towards the north, 
which anciently the Scythians, now the Tartars, inhabit: 
from whom the people of the New World (as we call it) 
seem to be derived; the Scythians going thither by the 
Streights of Anian. Of which more upon x. 32. 

Moses hath not told us, what were the names of any of 
their wives ; but the Greeks have given to Japetus's wife 
the name of KXv/irjwj (as Hesiod calls her), because she was 
the mother of so many famous nations. So Vossius, lib. i. 
De Orig. ldolol. cap. 18. And Campanclla's observation 
in this verse is, That all empires descended from the sons 
of Japheth, (L. dc Monarchia Hispan. cap. 4 ) Which may 
be true of the great empires, but the Egyptians seem to 
have been the first considerable princes, and Nimrod was 
of the race of Ham. 

And he shall dwell in the tents of Shem.'] i. e. His territo- 
ries shall be so dilated, that, in future times, he shall possess 
some of his brother's countries : which is also prophesied 
of, Numb. xxiv. 24. where it is said, they of Cittim 
" shall atflict the children of Assur and Eber;" L e. afflict 
the Assyrians and the Hebrews, who were of the posterity 
of Shem. And so both the Greeks and the Romans did, who 
invaded and conquered that part of Asia which belonged to 
Shem. The Chaldce paraphrast gives a spiritual interpre- 
tation of this passage, which is very apt, That the gentiles 
should come into the church, which was in the family of 
Shcui. And it is very remarkable, (which is observed by 
our Mr. Medc, book i. discourse 48.) that all the offsprings 
of Japheth arc at this day Christians, Magog only excepted 
(». e. the Turks), whom God seems to have reserved, as he 
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did some of the Canaanites in the land of Israel, to prove 
and punish us. withal. Our learned N. Fuller gives a quite 
different interpretation from all these, making God the 
subject of this speech; not Japheth ; and thus translates it ; 
" God shall dwell in the tents of Shem;" among them shall 
be the Schechinah, or Divine Majesty. But this doth not 
agree with what follows. 

And Canaan shall be his servant.] The Greeks and 
Romans, descended from Japheht, conquered Canaan: and 
whatsoever relics there were of them any where,(['or in- 
stance, at Tyre, built by the Sidonians; at Thebes, by 
Cadmus ; at Carthage, by Dido ;) they were all cut off by 
the Greeks or Romans. It is observed by Campanella, 
that " none are descended from Cham, but slaves, and ty- 
rants, who are indeed slaves ;" (cap. 4. De Mon. Hispan.) 
But Mr. Mede's observation is more pertinent: (in the 
forenamed discourse, p. 358.) There hath never yet been 
a son of Cham, that hath shaken a sceptre over the head of 
Japheth. Shem hath subdued Japheth, and Japheth subdued 
Shem : but Cham never subdued either. Which made 
Hannibal, a child of Canaan, cry out with amazement of 
soul, " Agnosco fatum Carthaginis," T acknowledge the fate 
of Carthage. (Livy, lib. xxvii. in fine.) 

Ver. 28. And Noah lived after the flood three hundred 
and fifty years.} Which was of great advantage for the 
certain propagation of the" knowledge of those things before 
related, and of those that follow in the next chapter: for 
he died hot above two-and-thirty years before Abraham 
was born. 

CHAP. X. 

Ver. 1. 1\ OW these are the generations of the sons of 
Noah, &c] As he had often before mentioned the three 
sons of Noah, so now he mentions them again, being to 
give an account of their children, by whom the earth was 
peopled after the flood. And he reckons them in the 
same order he had always done, (vi. 10. vii. 13. ix. 18.) 
first Shem, then Ham, and last of all Japheth. But it is 
observable, that, in the next verse, he gives an account 
first of the sons of Japheth, who was, indeed, the eldest. 
There .is great use of this genealogy, as Maimonidcs 
shews, (par. iii. More Nev. cap. 50.) because the doc- 
trine of the creation of the world, which is the foundation 
of the law (i. e. of religion), would not have been so easily 
believed, if Moses had not given an account of the suc- 
cession of mankind, from the first man to the flood; and 
from the flood to his own time: shewing from whom all 
nations were derived, and how they came to be dispersed. 

Shem is named first of Noahs sons, because the blessed 
seed was to spring out of his family; in which the true 
religion was preserved : which was soon lost in the poste- 
rity of the other two; among whom their names remained in 
great honour. For, 

Ham w r as the heathen Jupiter, who was called Hammon 
in Egypt; which, it will appear, was part of Ham's por- 
tion, and is called the Land of Ham, as every one know T s, 
in many places of the Psalms. And, accordingly, the same 
countiy is called \>y Plutarch, Xijftla. 

Japheth also seems to have been the same with Japetus, 
whom the Greeks own to have been their father. Nor do 
they know any name of greater antiquity : which mado 
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them give it to decrepit persons (as many, particularly 
Bochart, have observed); and it became a proverb in that 
country/' older than Japetns " AYhoui their poets feign to 
have attempted war against Jupiter; because? of the dis- 
sensions which the unlikencss of their manners begat be- 
tween them. Which seems to be nothing but the story in 
chapter ix. of this book, ver. 22. For Hain, as I said, is 
the heathen Jupiter. 

Ver. 2. The sons of Japheth.] Were seven ; the eldest of 
which, Gomer, had three sons ; and the fourth, Javan, had 
four : whose names we have in the following verses. 

Gomer.] It is hard, at this distance, to find what country 
was peopled by his posterity; but Bochartus, in his Pha- 
leg. hath made such probable conjectures, about this and 
all that follow, from other Scriptures, and from neighbour- 
ing places, and the relics of their names in ancient geo- 
graphers, and such-like things, that they carry a great ap- 
pearance of truth in them. Our famous Camden (in his 
account of the first inhabitants of Britain), thinks that the 
Cimbri and Ciramerii descended from this Gomcr, who 
gave them their name; and that the old Britons came from 
him, because they call themselves Kumcro, Cymro, and 
Knmeri ; which seems to denote them the posterity of Go- 
mer. But this, as also the notion of Ludov. Capcllus in 
his Chron. Sacra, p. 104. (who, if this of Mr.. Camden 
be not accepted, propounds another, of the Comari and 
Chomari, a people in Scythia, mentioned by Ptolemy, 
within the mountain Imaus, ncarBactriana), is confuted by 
what we read in Ezekiel, who makes Gomer to have been 
a neighbour of Torgamah. (Ezek. xxxviii. G.) And Torga- 
mah was a nation that usually went to the marts of Tyre, 
(xxvii. 34.) and consequently were not seated in the fur- 
thermost part of the north; but, as will appear afterward, 
not very far from Tyre. And in some countries there- 
abouts we must seek for Gomcr: who, it is likely, gave 
Phrygia its denomination. For a part of it w T as called 
KaraKek-aviitrt) by Diodorus and Hesychius, because it 
looked as if it were burnt. Such was all the country about 
Caystcr, Moeander, and the city Philadelphia. Now this 
is the very signification of Gomcr. For in the Hebrew 
Gomer is to consume; and so the Chaldcc and Syriac fre- 
quently use it; whence Gumra, or Gumro, is a coal. And 
Phrygia is of the same signification (for typvyuv in Greek 
ip to toirify), which, being the name ofpart of the country, 
in time became the name of the whole. 

Magog.] The second son of Japhcth, was in all likeli- 
hood the father of the Scythians; which is the opinion of 
Josephus, Theodorct, St. Jerome, and others. For all 
that is said in Scripture about Magog exactly agrees to 
them ; as Bochartus hath shewn at large, out of Ezekiel. 
lib. jii. Phalcg. cap. 13. 

MadaiJ] From hiin the country of Media took its name ; 
where he and his children settled: and it is the farthermost 
country eastward, where any of the posterity of Japheth in- 
habited. What is the name of this country, at present, is 
not easy to tell; the ancient name and limits of coun- 
tries so remote, heing quite worn out of memory. But it is 
no improbable conjecture of Bochartus, (lib. iii. cap. 14.) 
that the ancient Sarmatoe took their name from this man, 
Sear, or Sar-Madai, being, in Chaldec, as much as the re- 
lics of Madai or the Mcdes. Dr. Jackson, I think, hath 
well observed, (book i. chap. lG.)that Scythia, or the north 



part of Asia Minor, and other parts adjacent, were in- 
habited by the sons of Japhcth, before they came into 
Greece (where the next son set led), or the other parts of 
Europe. • 

Javan.] Planted himself in Greece; under which word 
is comprehended, not only Achaia and the rest of the 
countries thereabout; but even Macedonia, and the na- 
tions neighbouring to it, towards the west: the sea that 
washes them, being called the Ionian Sea. And, indeed, 
the Hebrew word TV taking away the vowels, may bo cither 
read Javan or Ion. From whence the lones; whom Ho- 
mer calls Jaones, which is near to Javan; which a Per- 
sian, in Aristophanes's Acharncnses, pronounces Jaonau : 
as Grotius observes, Annot. in lib. i. de V. R. C. Hence 
Daniel calls Alexander, who came out of Macedonia, the 
King of Javan, (viii. 21.) And the Chaldec paraphrase 
hath here, instead of Javan, Macedonia. See Bochart. 
lib. iii. cap. 3. 

Tubal and Meshech.] These two are constantly joined 
together by Ezekiel in many places, (xxvii. 13. xxxii. 26, 
&c.) Which is a sign these two brothers planted themselves 
not far from one another. And no conjecture seems so 
probable as that of Bochartus, who takes these to be the 
people whom the Greeks call Moschi and Tibareni : who 
are as constantly joined together in Herodotus, as Mc- 
schech and Tubal are in Ezekiel, and none need wonder 
that Tubal was changed into Tuber, and then into Tiber: 
for nothing w T as more "common, among the Greeks, than to 
change the letter L. into R. as BtXtap for Belial, and $ix*V 
for Phicol, &c. The Moschi inhabited the mountains called 
Moschici, N. E. of Cappadocia, and all the mountains 
(as Bochart thinks) from the river Phasis to the Pontus- 
Cfippadodicus. The Tibareni were in the middle between 
the Trapezunfii and the inhabitants of Armenia the Less. 
So Strabo describes them, who was born not far from 
thesQ countries, and had reason to know them. Nor is 
this a new opinion of Bochart's, that the Tibareni came 
from Tubal : for Epiphanius, in his Ancorats, mentions 
amongthc descendants of Japheth, Ti/3ftpirowc, togetherwith 
the Chalybcs and Mossynscci; whom our Broughton fol- 
lows. 

Tiros.] Or Thiras, the youngest of the sons of Japheth, 
possessed Thrace and Mjsia, and the rest of Europe to- 
wards the north. For 0/oaJ is Thiras or Thras, by the 
change of the letter Samech into Xi: which in the Greek 
alphabet (received from the Phoenicians) answers to the 
letter Samech ; so that some of the Hebrews write Thra- 
cia with an S, Thrasia: and a Thracian woman is called 
by the Greeks themselves 0pa<r<7aand Opuvaa: which comes 
very near to Thiras. And that great man Bochartus says 
a great deal more to confirm this; which was the opinion, 
he shews, of many of the ancients. (Phaleg. lib. iii. cap. 
2.) And in late times, of Lndovicus Capellus; who 
adds, that possibly Tros and Troas were derived from 
this Thiras. 

Ver. 3. And the sons of Gomer.] Now T follows an ac- 
count of those that descended from the eldest son of 
Japheth. Ashkenaz was the eldest son of Gomcr, whose 
posterity settled in Bithynia (where we find the footsteps 
of his name, in the Sinus Ascanius, and Ascanius Lacus, 
and Amnis), and in Troas, and the Lesser Phrygia : in 
which is a country and a city called Ascania and Ascanice- 
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Insula?. Into which country the offspring of Ashkenaz 
brought colonics from Goiner, or the Greater Phrygia : 
and extended themselves to the sea. Which being called 
by the people upon the coast A'scenaz, was pronounced 
by the Greeks w A&p6£ t Which being an odious name in 
their language, signifying inhospitable, they changed it 
into the contrary, and called it Evfyipoc, the Euxine Sea. 
See more in the forenamed author, (lib. iii. cap. 9.) Lu- 
dovicus Capellus happened upon the same conjecture. 
Riphath, or Diphath, as it is written in 1 Chron. i. 6. 
whose posterity Josephus thinks to have inhabited Paph- 
lagonia: which is a country near to Phrygia, upon the 
Euxine Sea: aif$ there arc remainers of the name in seve- 
ral places, both ways written with Resh, or with Daleth : 
as Bochart shews, (lib. iii. cap. 10.) Mela places the Ri- 
phaces in this country, as Grotius observes, Annot. in lib. 
i. de V.R. C. 

Togarmah.] His posterity, it is manifest, settled north- 
ward of Judea, by that place in Ezekiel (xxxviii. 6.) 
where the Greek scholiast saith, some hereby understand 
the Cappadocians and Galatians. And, indeed, Cappado- 
cia lies near to Gomer or Phrygia, with whom Togarmah 
is wont to be joined: and in respect of Judea, it lies north- 
ward; and was most famous for excellent horses; which 
the prophet saith came from Togarmah. (Ezek. xxvii. 14.) 
The Greek interpreters constantly write it Torgama, or 
Thorgama ; from whence the name of theTrogmi, orTrocmi, 
may well be thought to be derived : who, Strabo saith, 
(lib. xii.) lived near Pontus and Cappadocia: and it ap- 
pears by PiOlcmy, they possessed some cities in Cappa- 
docia itself. This people are called by Stephanus, Troc- 
meni, and in the council of Chalcedon, Trocmades, or 
Trogmades: for their bishop is often mentioned, ^Ett/o-cottoc 
TpoKfiaSwv. See Bochart in the same book, cap. 11. 

Ver. 4. And the sons of Javan.] Having told us what 
sons Gomer had, he informs us who had descended from 
Javan: who had four sons, that gave names to four pro- 
vinces. 

Elishah.] His first-born inhabited Peloponnesus : in 
which there was an ample country, called by the ancients 
Elis: and one part of it called by Homer, Alisium. . I 
omit the other arguments whereby Bochartus proves this 
to be the part of the earth where Elishah's posterity set- 
tled, not far from their father Javrin. Nay, Ludovicus Ca- 
pellus (p. 105. Chron. Sacra,) thinks the 'AioXeTc, JEoles, 
and the country iEolia had its name from thence 

Tarshish] (or Tarsis)' Neither peopled Cilicia, where 
we meet with a like name, nor the coast about Carthage, 
as some of the ancients thought; but, as Eusebius, and 
from him our Broughton, and lately Bochart, have ob- 
served, from him came the Iberi in Spain. Qapaeic t£ ov 
"Ifiripec. Which name of Iberi came, as Bochart thinks, 
from the Phoenicians, who called the bounds and utmost 
limits of any thing Ebrim or Ibrim; a word often used in 
the Syriac version of the Psalms and the New Testa- 
ment. From whence, it is not unlikely, the Spaniards 
were called by this name of Iberi, because they were 
thought to possess the utmost ends of the earth westward. 
However, we may well think Tarshish to be Spain, or that 
part of it which was most frequented by the Phoenicians, 
viz. about Gadcs and Tartcssus, as Bochartus, I think, 
hath proved by evident arguments, fetched chiefly from 



what Ezekiel says of Tarsis, (xxvii. 12.) and comparing it 
with this country. (Lib. iii. Phaleg. cap. 7.) 

Kittim.] The same author hath proved by fcolid argu- 
ments, and by good authority, that from him came the 
people who Inhabited Italy : in which there were anciently 
many footsteps of this name. For there was in Latium 
itself a city called KeHa, as Halicarnasscus tells. us: which 
was one of those great and populous Cities taken by Co- 
riolanus, as Plutarch, in his life, tells us. There was a 
river called Ksros about Cmnas, mentioned by Aristotle, 
as turning plants into stones. And the very name of La- 
tiries answers to Chittim : for most say it comes a latendo, 
being formed to express this ancient Scripture name. For 
Chetema, in Arabic (which is a branch of the Hebrew 
tongue) is to hide: and Chetim is hidden, and lament. 
And so, no doubt, it was anciently used in Hebrew : for 
what better sense can we make of those words of Jeremy, 
ii. 22. " thy iniquity, DJIOJ, is hidden or laid up with me?" 
according to an usual expression in Scripture, (Deut. 
xxxii. 34. Job xxi. 9. Hos. xiii. 12.) where there arc 
words of the like import with this. That famous man Bo- 
chart saith a great deal more, to assert this, (lib. iii. 
cap. 5.) 

Dodanim.] He is called Rhodanim, ml Chron. i.7. by 
whom the Greek interpreters understand the people of 
Rhodes (and so do several of the ancients), but the name 
of that island is much later than Moses's time: and there- 
fore it is better to understand hereby, that country now 
called France; which was peopled by the posterity of this 
son of Javan : who, when they came to this Coast, gave 
name, as Bochart conjectures, to the great river Rhoda- 
nus; where it is likely they first seated themselves, and 
called the adjacent coast Rhodanusia: which had an- 
ciently in it a city of the same name, mentioned by Ste- 
phanus; and said to be seated in MwraaXfo, in tractu Massi- 
liensi, where now stands Marseilles. (See Bochart, lib. 
iii. cap. G.) These Dodanites are never mentioned in any 
other places of Scripture, which makes it the more dif- 
ficult where to find them; but this account seems more 
probable than that of our learned Mede, who places them 
in Epirus (where there was a city called Dodona), and 
part of Peloponnesus : all which, and several countries 
thereabout, seem to be comprehended under the name of 
Javan. 

Ver. 5. By these were the isles of the gentiles divided!.] 
By the word isles we commonly understand countries 
compassed round about by the sea. But there were not 
such islands enough to contain the sons of Japheth(thougli 
these were part of their portion), and therefore we' must 
seek for another sense of this word. Which the Hebrews 
use (as Mr. Mede hath observed), to signify " all those 
countries divided from them by the sea ;" or, such as they 
used not to go to, but by sea. (See book i. disc* 47.) 
Many places testify this, (Isai. xi. 10, 11. xli 15. Jer. ii. 
10, &c.) Now, if Moses wrote this book in Egypt, as fie 
thinks it probable, they commonly went from thence to 
Phrygia, Cappadocia, Paphlagonia, by sea, as well as to 
Greece, Italy, &c. To Media, indeed, he thinks, they did 
not use to go by sea, and therefore makes this an objection 
against Madia being the father of the Medes : for their* 
country cannot be called an isle. But the far greater part 
of the regions, peopled by the sons of Japheth, being sucji 
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as, he confesses, the Hebrews call isles, Moses might well 
say, the isles of the gentiles were parted among them, 
though Media be comprehended, which was not such an 
isle. But there is no need of all this, if we take the word 
we translate isle, for a region, country, or province. And 
so it plainly signifies, Job xxii. 30. Isai. xx. H. where, in 
the margin, we translate it country. And then the word 
Goim, which we render Gentiles, signifies a multitude of 
people : as it dolh often hi Scripture : particularly Gen. 
xvii. 4. 1G. And so we translate it, nations, in the last 
words of this verse ; and in the last clause of this chapter ; 
"by these were the [Goim] nations divided in the earth." 
Which may serve to explain this phrase here; which we 
may thus interpret, u by these (or among these) were di- 
vided the regions of the people or nations (descended 
from Japheth) in their lands ;" in the several countries 
which they possessed. 

Divided.] It appears by the following words (accord- 
ing to his language, family, and nation), this great division 
of the earth was made orderly, and not by a confused irre- 
gular dispersion, wherein every one went whither he listed, 
and seated himself where he thought good. This, Mr. Mede 
thinks, is also suggested in the very word we translate di- 
vided; which signifies not a scattered, but a distinct par- 
tition. 

Every one after his tongue, or language.] The same is 
said (ver. 20. and ver. 31.) of the posterity of Cham and 
Shem. Which signifies they did not all speak the same, 
language, but doth not prove that any one of the foremen- 
tioned people had a language peculiar to themselves, dis- 
tinct from the rest, and not understood by them. As, when 
Ahasuerus is said to have caused letters to be written to a 
hundred and twenty-seven provinces, according to their lan- 
guage and their writing, (Esth. viii. 9.) it doth not prove 
there were so many several sorts of writing, and so many 
several languages in his empire ; but only that to each of 
them was directed a letter, in that language which they 
spake. 

After their families, in their nations.] The particle in 
denotes, as Mr. Mede observes, families to be subordinate 
to nations, as parts to a whole. Families are parts of a 
nation, and a nation is an offspring containing many fami- 
lies. So here was a twofold order in this division. First, 
they were ranged according to their nations; and then, 
every nation was ranked by his families. So that every 
nation had his lot by himself; and in every nation, the fa- 
milies belonging to it had their portion by themselves. 
The number of*nations descended from Japheth were seven, 
according to the number of his sons, who were all founders 
of several nations. But the number of families is not 
here entirely set down: for Moses names only the families 
of Gomer and Javan : whose children, perhaps, are rather 
to be looked upon as founders of nations; and therefore 
mentioned by Moses, when tho posterity of the rest are 
omitted. 

Ver. 6. And the sons of Ham.] Having given an account 
of the sons and grandsons of Japheth, the eldest son of 
Noah, he next proceeds to the sons of Ham, the second 
son of Noah, which were four: and gives an account also 
of every one of their sons, and of some of their grand- 
sons. 

Citsh] Gave name to a country very often mentioned in 



Scripture; which most of the ancients take for Ethiopia, 
and so we commonly translate the word Cush. But if by 
Ethiopia they meant that country south of Egypt, and not 
an eastern country (which may be a question), Jonathan is 
rather to be followed, who here paraphrases it Arabia. 
For Cush is the same with Chusan (only this latter is a 
diminutive), which is made the same with Midian, (Habak. 
iii. 7.) And so Moses's wife is called a Chushite (we 
render it Ethiopian), for she was a Midianite, (Exod. ii. 
1G. 21.) and therefore was of Arabia, not of Ethiopia: 
and so we should translate it, (Numb. xii. 2.) an Arabiun 
woman. And there is a demonstration of it in Ezek. xxix. 
10. that Cush cannot be Ethiopia; for, when God saith 
he will make Egypt desolate, " from the tower of Syene 
to the border of Cush," if we should understand by' Cush 
the country of Ethiopia, it would be as if he had said, 
** from Ethiopia to Ethiopia." For every one knows 
Syene was the border of Egypt towards Ethiopia: and 
therefore here being two opposite borders, it is manifest 
that Cush, which is the opposite term to Syene, cannot be 
Ethiopia, but Arabia: which bounded that part of Egypt, 
which is most remote from Ethiopia. A great number of 
other arguments, out of the Scriptures, evince this: which 
Bochartus hath collected, (lib. iv. Phaleg. cap. 2.) and 
Philip. Beroaldus asserted the same thing before him. 

Mizraim.] The father of them who inhabited Egypt, 
whose metropolis [Alcairo] the Arabians at this day call 
Meser; and the first month among the ancient Egyptians 
was called Mesori : and Cedrenus calls the country itself 
Mestra, as Grotius observes in his Annot. in lib. i. de V. 
R. C. and Lud. Capellus, in his Chronol. Sacra, p. 109, 
And this word Mizraim being of the dual number (which 
shews it to be the name of the country rather than of a 
person), denotes two Egypts, as Bochart observes. For so 
there were, the higher and the lower. All that country was 
called the higher, where Nile runs in one stream; the lower 
was that, where it is divided into many: which the Greeks 
call Delta, from its triangular form. 

Phut.] All Africa was divided between Mizraim and 
Phut, as Bochartus observes. For all Egypt, and several 
other parts of Africa, as far as the lake Tritonidcs (which 
divides Africa into twb almost equal parts), fell to Mizraim. 
The rest, beyond that lake, to the Atlantic Ocean, was the 
portion of Phut. Of which name there are some footsteps, 
in the city Putea, which Ptolemy, (lib. iii. cap. 1.) calls 
4>oiJn;c; and the river called Phut, mentioued by Pliny, as 
Grotius notes; and a country, which St. Jerome, in his 
time, says, was called Kegio Phutensis : wiiich lies not far 
from Fez. Another name of Africa is Lub, which we often 
meet withal in Scripture : whence the name of Lybia. Con- 
cerning which, and a great many other proofs that Phut 
was planted in Africa, see the famous Bochartus, (lib. iv. 
Phaleg. cap. 33.) 

Canaan.] The youngest son of Ham, every one knows, 
gave name to that country, which God gave afterwards to 
the Israelites. Which the Phoenicians, who descended 
from the Canaanites, called Xvd, by a contraction of the 
word Canaan, as many have observed out of Eusebins, 
(lib. i. Prnepar. cap. 10.) who quotes Sanchoniathon and 
Philo-Biblius for it. It is so certain that the Phoenicians 
had their original from the Canaanites, that the LXX. use 
their names promiscuously. For example, Shual is called, 
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(Gen. xlvi. 10.) the son of a Canaanitish woman: whom 
in Exod. vi. 15. they call the son of. a Phoenician woman. 
And so in the New Testament/ the woman whom St. Mat- 
thew calls a woman of Canaan, (xv. 22.) St. Mark calls a 
Syrophceniciati,(vn. 2G.) We never, indeed, find the Phoe- 
nicians called Canaanites by the Greeks: for their poste- 
rity, being ashamed (as we may suppose) of that jiame, 
because of the curse pronounced upon Canaan, chose to 
be called rather Syrians, or Assyrians, or Sidonians, or 
Phoenicians. For Syria, which was a common name to a 
great many people round about, was at first proper to them; 
from the metropolis of Phoenicia, which was TyTe, in He- 
brew, Sor or Sur; from whence Surim, and thence the 
Greek Ivpoi. They that would see more of this, may read 
the forenamed author, (lib. iv. Phaleg. cap. 34.) 

Ver. 7. In this verse Moses acquaints us, what people 
descended from the eldest son of Ham ; viz. Cush, who had 
five sons: and the fourth of them had two. 

Seba.] There were four nations, that had the name of 
Seba, or Shebah, as Bochart observes, (lib* ii. cap. 25.) 
Three of them are mentioned here in this chapter. The 
first of them, this son of Cush, is written with Samech, all 
the rest with Schin; viz. the grandson of Cush, who was 
the son of Raamah or Rhegma, in the end of this verse. 
The third was the son of Joktan, the son of Shem, 
(ver. 28.) And the fourth was a grandchild of Abraham, 
by his son Jokshan, (xxv. 3.) They that descended from 
the three first of these, were a people given to trade ; from 
the fourth came a people addicted to robbery. The first, 
the second, and the fourth, were seated near the Persian 
Sea; the third near the Arabian; whence Pliny saith the 
Sabeans stretched themselves to both seas, (lib. v. cap. 28.) 
For all these four people were comprehended under the 
name of Sabeans, though very different one from another. 
But it may be doubted, whether the Sabeans, who descend- 
ed from Jokshan the grandchild of Abraham, did live near 
the Persian Sea. And I shall shew upon xxv. 3. that Bo- 
chart himself thought otherwise, upon further consideration. 

And as for this Seba, he was the father of a people in 
Arabia called Jemamites, as Alcamus, an Arabian writer, 
tells us: whose words are, " A certain man called Saba 
gathered together the tribes of the Jemamites :" i. e. He 
was the founder of the people called by that name, from a 
famous queen of that country called Jemama. See Bo- 
chartus, lib. iv. cap. 8. where he shews where they were 
situated : and that they are the Sabeans who are said* by 
Agathercides to have been a very tall proper people, men- 
tioned Isa. xlv. 14. 

Havilah.'] Or Chavilah. There were two Havilahs also : 
one the son of Cush here mentioned ; another the son of 
Joktan, (ver. 29.) From this Havilah seem to have come 
the people called Chaulothaei by Eratosthenes : who were 
.seated in Arabia Felix (as Strabo tells us) between the 
Nabataei and the Agraei, i. e. the Hagerens. By Pliny 
they are called Chavelaei (which comes nearest to the 
Hebrew name), who were seated in that part of the country 
which lay towards Babylon : as .appears by this, that, in 
the Scripture, the wilderness of Shur (nigh Egypt) and Ha- 
vilah are opposed, as the most remote opposite bounds of 
Arabia. Thus the Ishmaelites are 'said to have dwelt 
" from Havilah to Shur," (Gen. xxv. 18.) that is, before 
Egypt^ e regione Egypti, " over against Egypt," as Bochart 



translates it. That is, Havilah bounded them on the north- 
east ; and Shur on the south-west : which Shur was near 
to Egypt. And so Saul is said to have smitten the " Ama- 
lekites from Havilah to Shur," &c. (1 Sam. xv. 7.) where 
we translate the last words, " over against Egypt." 

Sabta.] Or Sabtha, (whom the ancients call Sabatka, or 
Sabathes) seems to have been settled in that part of Arabia 
Felix called Leanites, upon the Persian Sea; where there 
was a city, not far distant from the sea, called by Ptolemy 
laf&a ; from whence they sent colonies over the Sea into 
Persia, as Bochart shews by several arguments, (lib. iv. 
cap. 10.) For there is an island on that coast called 
Sophtha; and a people called Messabatae, or Messabathae, 
upon the confines of Media; from the Chaldean word 
Mesa (which signifies middle) and Sabatha; as if one 
would say, the Mediterranean Sabta. 

Raamah] Or, as the ancients pronounce his name, 
Rhegma, was situated in the same Arabia, upon the Per- 
sian Sea. Where there is a city mentioned by Ptolemy's 
tables Rhegama; in the Greek text expressly, Tcy^a, Rheg- 
ma. And so Stephanus mentions both T?iy^a w6\tg and 
koXttoq T??77ia,about the Persian Gulf. 

Sabtecha] Or Sabthecha, as some read it, was the young- 
est son of Cush, except Nimrod, who is mentioned by 
himself. It is hard to find the place of his habitation : but 
the rest of the sons of Cush being seated about the Persian 
Sea (except Nimrod, who, as Moses tells us, went to Ba- 
bylon), Bochartus thinks it reasonable to seek for him in 
that part of Caramania, where there was a city called 
Samydace, and a river Samydachus : which, he thinks may 
have come from Sabetecha, by the change of the letter B 
into M. Which was very frequent in Arabia, and the 
neigbbouring countries. For Merodach is also called 
Berodacb, in the Book of the Kings: and in the Chaldee 
paraphrase, Basan is called Bathnan and Matbnan: and 
Abana (the famous river of Damascus), is expounded 
Amana: and Mecca and Beccha, are the same city among 
the Arabians. In like manner, Sabtecha, or Sabithace, . 
might be changed into Samydace. Now, into Caramania 
there was a short cut over the streights oi tbe Persian Gulf 
out of Arabia. I see nothing any where more probable 
than this conjecture of that very learned man. (Lib. iv. 
Phaleg. cap. 4.) 

And the sons of Ramah, Shebr, and Dedan.] He gives 
an account of none of Cush's other sons' posterity, but 
only of this : whose two sons were seated near him and 
one another. For the younger of them, Dedan, seems to 
have left his name in a city now called Dadan, hard by 
Rhegma, upon the same shore, eastward. And from this 
Dadan the country now hath its name : of which Ezekiel 
speaks,(xx vii.l5.)as Bochart shews plainly,(lib.iv. cap.G.) 
And Sheba (or, as others read it, Seba or Saba), his elder 
brother, was seated in the same'eountry not far from Dedan, 
where Pomponius mentions a people called Sabcei: and 
Arrianus speaks of a great mountain not far off, called 
Sabo, from this Saba: whose posterity, easily passing over 
the streights beforementioned into Caramania, might possi- 
bly give name to a city there, which Ptolemy calls Sabis: 
and Pliny mentions a river of the same name : and Dionys. 
Periegetes speaks of a people called Saba;. Of whom the 
Scripture seems to speak, in those places where Sheba and 
Seba are joined together: (Ps. Ixxii. 10.) " The kings of 
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Sheba (i.e. of this country) and Sebft shall offer gifts." 
And sometimes Sheba and Raamah (for Rhegma) are join- 
ed; (Ezek. xxvii. 22.) where the prophet speaks of this 
Sheba, the son, or Rhegma; who brought those precious 
commodities there mentioned out of Arabia : they lying 
very commodiously for traffic upon the Persian Gulf. And 
these are the people also mentioned, ver. 23. of that chap- 
ter, with sundry other nations; who lived upon Tigris and 
Euphrates, which run into the Persian Sea; and therefore 
it is reasonable to think that Sheba's posterity lived near 
tho same sea. 

Ver. 8. And Cush begat Nimrod.] Besides all the fore- 
mentioned, he also begat this son; whom Moses distin- 
guishes from the rest, and mentions him alone by himself, 
because he was the most eminent among his brethren, 
though born the last; a mighty commander, as Moses here 
describes him. Thus in the title of Psal. xviii. it is said, 
David was delivered out of the hand of all his enemies, and 
out of the hand of Saul : who is particularly mentioned by 
himself because he was his chief enemy. SirW. Raleigh 
thinks he was begotten by Cush when his other children 
were become fathers; and so, being younger than his grand- 
sons, he is named after an account is given of every one 
of them. 

Nimrod.] The author of the Chronicon Alexandr. thinks 
he was the same with Ninus: but Vossius rather takes him 
for him whom the Greek writers call Belus, that is Lord: 
And that Ninus was his son, so called from the very thing 
itself, Nin in Hebrew signifying a son, (lib.i. de Idolol. 
cap. 24.) The same Chronicon saith, that Nimrod taught 
the Assyrians to worship the fire: and both Elmacinus and 
Patricides affirm the same. (See Hotting. Smegma, Orient. 
lib. i. cap. 8. p. 272.) Which, if it be true, I doubt not 
was as an emblem of the Divine Majesty ; which used to 
appear in a glorious flame. Ur, a city of Ghaldea, seems 
to have had its name from the fire which was there wor- 
shipped : and that Ur also, from whence Abraham came, 
the Hebrews fancy had the same original; for their fable 
is, that Abraham was thrown into the tire, because he 
would not worship it; and by the power of God delivered, 
as St. Jerome tells us in his Questions upon Genesis. 

He began to be a mighty one in the earth.] He was the 
first great warrior and conqueror; so Gibbor is to be un- 
derstood ; not for a giant, or man of great stature, but for 
a potent person : and, as some will have it, a more severe 
governor than they had been, who only exercised paternal 
authority. For he was the first that put down the govern- 
ment of eldership, or paternity (as Sir Walter Raleigh 
speaks), and laid the foundation of sovereign rule. 

Ver. 9. He was a mighty hunter.] Or rather, mighty in 
hunting: for the word tzid doth not signify a hunter, but 
hunting. Which shews by what means he came to be so 
great a monarch. He hardened himself to labour by this 
exercise (which was very toilsome), and drew together a 
great company of robust young men to attend hiin in this 
sport: who were hereby also fitted to pursuo men, as they 
had done wild beasts. For this was looked upon, in all 
ages, as the rudiment of warfare, (as Bochart shews out of 
a great many authors, lib. iv. cap. 12.) all the heroes of 
old/ such as Nestor, Theseus, Castor, Pollux, Ulysses, 
Dioraedcs, Achilles, yEneas, &c. being all bred up to hunt- 
ing, as Xcnophon informs us. And it was not without 



some such reason, that noble families carry in their coats 
of arms (as ensigns of their valorous achievements) lions, 
bears, tigers, &c. from their kiKing such-like fierce crea- 
tures. For it must be farther noted, that, in this age of 
Nimrod, tho exercise of hunting might well be the more 
highly esteemed, and win him the hearts of mankind ; be- 
cause he delivered them, by this means, from those wild 
beasts, whereby they were much infested, and very danger- 
ously exposed, while they were but few, and lived scattered 
up and down, in the open air, or in tents but weakly de- 
fended. The destroying of wild beasts (and, perhaps, of 
thieves whom he hunted also) was a great service in those 
times, and made many join with him in greater designs 
which he had at last; to subdue men, and make himself 
master of the people who were his neighbours, in Babylon, 
Susiana, and Assyria. The memory of this hunting of 
his, was preserved by the Assyrians (who made Nimrod 
the same with Orion), who joined the dog and the hare (the 
first creature perhaps that was hunted) with his constella- 
tion. This, Mr. Selden observes in his Titles of Honour, 
(parti, cap.l.) where he farther notes, that he is to this 
day called, by the Arabians, Algebar, the mighty man, or 
the giant : from the Hebrew Gibbor here in the text. 

Before the Lord.] i.e. To the highest degree. For so 
" a great city to God," is a very great city, (Jonah iii. 3.) 
and a child very beautiful is called aorcToc 0c£, fair to, or 
before God, (Acts vii. 20.) Or the meaning may be> he 
was trxdy so, not only in common opinion. For that is 
said to he before God, which really is: because God can- 
not be deceived with false appearances. 

Wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty, &c] 
i.e. Thence came the common proverb: which Moses al- 
leges as a proof of the truth of what he delivered. Nothing 
being more usual, in his days, than for men to say when 
they would express how exceeding great any man was, 
" He is like Nimrod, the mighty hunter before the Lord." 
Thus common sayings are quoted in other places, nothing 
being more notorious than such proverbial speeches, 
(Numb. xxi. 27. 1 Sara. x. 12.) 

It is not improbable that Nimrod is the same with him 
whom the Greeks call Bacchus; whose conquests: in the 
east, as far as India, are nothing else but the expeditions 
of Nimrod and his successors. The very name of Bacchus 
imports this, which was made out of Bar-Chus, the son of 
Cush, as Dammasek (i. e. Damascus)was out of Darma- 
sek. Many other arguments for this are collected by Bo- 
chartus, (lib. i. Phaleg. cap. 2.) 

Ver. 10. The beginning of his Mngdomwas Babel.] (See 
xi. 5. 8.) Which, according to the gentile writers, was 
built by Belus, (the same with Nimrod, who was called 
Belus, as I noted before, from Baal, because of his domi- 
nion and large empire, over which he was an absolute 
lord.) They that say, his son Ninus (or, as Philo-Byblius, 
his son Babylon) was the builder, may be thus reconciled 
with the foremeritioncd opinion, that Belus began it, and 
his son much augmented it See Voss. lib. i. De Idol, 
cap. 24. and lib. vii. cap. 1). There aro those that say it was 
built by Semiramis; but as they have it only from Ctesias, 
who is not to be relied on against Berosus and Abydenus, 
who wrote the history of that country out of the ancient 
records, and say Belus built it; so, if it be true, we must 
understand it of .her rebuilding it, after it was decayed, or 
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adding greater splendour to it. And this also must be 
understood not of the wife of Ninus, for it is a question 
whether he had any wife of that name : or, if he had, she 
was different from her whom the Greeks so much magnify, 
who lived almost two thousand years after the son of 
Belus, as Salmasius observes (Exereit. in Solin. p. 1228.) 
out of Philo-Byblius. 

AndErec, &e.] Having built Babel, which he made the 
chief city of his kingdom, he proceeded to build three cities 
more in the same country. Which they that think he 
won by conquest, imagine also that he made Babel the 
head city, because he 'iron it first; and then the other. And 
all this, say some, before the dispersion we read of in the 
next chapter: which others think happened after the dis- 
persion. Erec seems to have been the city which Ptolemy 
calls Areeca, and Ammianus, Arceha; which lay in the 
country of SuSiana upon the river Tigris. Whence the 
Areccaji Campi in Tibullus, as Salmasius observes in his 
Exereit. in Solinum, p. 1194. From whence, Huetius 
thinks the country below it was called Iroquc; mentioned 
by Alferganus, and other Arabian writers. 

AcchadJ] It is a hard matter to give any account of this 
city; but the LXX. calling it Arehad, from the Chaldee 
idiom, which is wont to change the Daghes, which doubles 
a letter, into R, (as Darmasek for Dammasek, i. e. Damas- 
cus; and, by the same reason, Arehad for Acchad) the foot- 
steps of this name may be thought to remain in Argad, a 
river of Sittacene in Persia. For nothing is more common, 
than to change eft into g. 

Chalne.] It is sometimes called Chalno, (Isai. x. !).) and 
Channe, (Ezek. xxvii. 23.) From whence the country 
called Chalanitis (mentioned by Pliny and Strabo, Poly- 
bius, and Dionys. Periegetes) may well be thought to have 
taken its name: whose chief city was called Chalne, or 
Chalone, (which is the same) and afterwards changed by 
Pacorus, king of Persia, into Ctesiphon. 

Ver. 11. Out of that, land went forth Ashur."] This trans- 
lation is not so likely as that in the margin, " He went out. 
into Assyria." For Moses is speaking of what Nimrod the 
son of Cush did, and not of the sons of Shem, among whom; 
Ashur was one. Nor is it agreeable to the order of history 
to tell us here what Ashur did, before there be any men- 
tion of his birth, which follows, (ver. 22.) Besides, it was 
not peculiar to Ashur, the son of Shem, that he went out 
of the land of Shinar: for so did almost all men who were 
dispersed from thence. Add to this, that Assyria is called 
"the land of Nimrod," by Micah: (v. 6.) "They shall 
waste the land of Assyria with the sword, and the land of 
Nimrod with their lances;" or, ce in the entrance thereof," 
as we translate it. Therefore it is very reasonable to take 
Ashur here, not for the name of a man, but of a place, as 
it is frequently : and expound the word Ashur, as if it were 
Lcashur into Ashur; as Beth in 2 Sam. vi. 10. is put for 
Lcbeth; other examples there are of this, (2 Sam. x. 2. 
1 Chron. xix. 2.) By "going forth" into Ashur, Bochart 
thinks, is meant Nimrod's making war there : for so the 
Hebrew phrase " go forth" imports, in 2 Sam. xi. 1. 
Psalm lx. 12. Isai. xlii. Zac. xiv. 3. So Nimrod went 
forth into Assyria, which helonged to the children of Shem : 
but was usurped, he thinks, by the son of Cush, who had 
no right to it, but what he got by his sword. If this be 
true, Mr, Mede's observation which I mentioned upon 



ver. 27. of the foregoing chapter, [That the posterity of 
Cham never subdued either those of Japheth or Shem,] 
must be understood of such large conquests as they two 
made over one another, and over him. 

And builded Nineveh.] Which Nimrod so called frbm his 
son Ninus: the very word Nineveh being as much as 
Ninus's habitation, rrti ]^L Thus Cain built a city, and 
called it not by his own but his son's name, (iv. 17.) This 
was the chief city of Assyria, and flourished in great glory 
till it was utterly razed by the Medes, and never again re- 
built. It stood on the east side of Tigris. 

Rehoboth.] There was a city of this name upon Eu- 
phrates, which was famous for the birth of Saul, one of 
the kings of Edorn, (Gen. xxxvi. 37.) which the Arabians 
call Rahabath-Mdic, i.e. Rahabath of the Kings, a little 
below Ccreusium, at the mouth of the river Chaboras. But 
this being too far distant from Nineveh (to which this and 
the two following cities were neighbours), Bochart's conjec- 
ture is not unreasonable, thaUhis is the city which Ptole- 
my calls Birtha, on the west of Tigris, at the mouth of the 
river Lycus. For in the Chaldee tongue, Streets are called 
Birtha; and that is the signification of Rehoboth, as the 
margin of our Bible will inform the reader. 

Calah, or Calacli.] Seems to have been the chief city of 
the country called Calachene; about the fountain of the 
river Lyeus: which Strabo often mentions. 

Ver. 12. And Resen, &e.] The forenamed great man 
conjectures this to have been the city which Xenophon 
calls Larissa, situate upon the Tigris : which Moses might 
well call a great city. For so Xenophon says it was, and 
describes the height of the walls to have been a hundred 
foot, the breadth five-and-twenty, and the compass of it 
eight miles about. The Greeks found it in ruins, and un- 
inhabited, when they came into those parts ; being destroy- 
ed by the Persians, when they spoiled the Medes of their 
empire. And it is possible, as Bochart goes on, the Greeks 
asking whose city that was, and the Assyrians answering 
Leresen, i. c. Resen's, (adding, as is usual, le, the note of 
the genitive ease) they might thence call it Larissa. Such 
a mistake, he shews, there is in the Vulgar translation of 
the Bible, which takes this particle le for part of the name. 
For in 1 Chron. v. 26. where it is said the king of Assyria 
carried the Israelites to Halah, the Vulgar says unto Lahe- 
lah. Whereas it is certain, from 2 Kings xvii. 6. that it 
should be unto Halah, or Helah. However, it is reason- 
able to think that these words, this is a great city, belong 
to Besen, not to Nineveh : whose greatness, as well as Ba- 
bylon's, was very well known ; and therefore thdsc words 
seem to be added to denote Besen to be a great deal bigger 
than the two beforenamed, Rehoboth and Calah. See 
Boeharf, lib. iv. cap. 23. 

They that think Nimrod settled his kingdom in Babel 
before the dispersion, by confusion of tlicir languages, 
imagine that he made this expedition into Assyria (where 
he built Nineveh, and the rest of the cities here mentioned), 
after they were forced to leave off their vain-glorious 
building at Babel, and to disperse themselves into other 
countries. 

Ver. 13. And MizrUim (the second son of Cham) begat 
Ludim.] By* whom we are to understand the Ethiopians, as 
Bochart hath proved by many arguments (which I shall 
not mention), and therefore, understands by these words, t hat 
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the Ethiopians wcro a colony of the Egyptians, (lib. iv. 
Phalcg. cap. 26.) For it appears by Diodorus that they were 
near of kin; having many things common to both nations; 
which ho reckons up, and are suflicient to persuade those 
who consider them, that they had the same original: the 
only difference among them being this — which of them was 
of greatest antiquity. The Egyptians fancied they were the 
first of all men ; and the Ethiopians pretended that they, 
living more southerly, had a stronger sun ; which contri- 
buted more efficaciously to natural generation; and that 
Egypt was a country thrown up by the mud which Nilus 
left, and so got out of the sea. But Moses hath determined 
this controversy in these words, and by the rest of his 
history; which shews, that the first men after the flood 
came from the mountains of Armenia, which is in the north; 
and consequently they went to the southerly countries, by 
degrees, through Assyria, Babylon, Syria, and Egypt, into 
Ethiopia. And their discourse is ridiculous about the ori- 
ginal of Egypt, unto which wc see nothing added by the 
Nile, in many ages. 

Anamim.] Our Broughton takes these to be the Numi- 
dians, among whom he finds Anubis. Others take them for 
the Anaita* in Ethiopia. But these Anamims being derived 
from Mizraim, we are rather to seek them about Egypt : 
and the opinion of Bochartusis probable, that they are the 
Nomades, who lived about Ammon and Nasamonitis; and 
called Anamii from Aham, which signifies a sheep among 
the ancient Egyptians, as it doth among the Arabians. For 
the Nomades fed sheep, as Herodotus tells us, and lived 
upon them (whereas they abstained from eating cows or 
swine); and their garments also, as he tells us, were of 
sheep-skins. 

Lehabim.] These are thought to be the Lybians; but that 
being a name which belongs to the greatest part of Africa, 
it cannot be well thought that so great a portion fell to this 
son of Mizraim, or that so many people were descended 
from him. Therefore Bochart, with great reason, thinks the 
Lehabsei were not all the Lybians; but those whom Ptolemy, 
Pliny, and others, call Lybisegyptii; because they lived next 
to Egypt on the west of Thebais, in a sandy, adust soil, 
burnt by excessive heat; from whence he thinks they had 
the name of Lehabim. For lehaba signifies both a flame and 
heat: as in Joel i. 19. " The flame (lehaba in the Hebrew, 
or scorching heat) hath burnt all the trees of the field." 

Naphtuhim.] These seem to be the people of Nephthuah; 
and what that is we may learn from Plutarch : who, in his 
book Dc Iside et Osiride, says, the Egyptians call the coun- 
try and the mountains that lie upon the sea Nephthun ; which 
may incline us to think that the Naphtuhim were those people 
thatlivcd upon the shore of the Mediterranean in Marmarica: 
for the people upon the Bed Sea belonged to Arabia, not 
to Egypt. It is not improbable that from hence came the 
name of Neptune, who originally was a Lybian god ; and 
known to none but that people. 

There was a city called Nepata by Pliny, which Grotius 
thinks may explain this name : but it was in Ethiopia ; and 
Moses is speaking of the sons of Mizraim. 

Ver. 14. And Patlmtsim.] Who were the inhabitants, 
it is likely, of Patros: which was a part of Egypt; though 
represented sometime in Scripture as a country distinct 
from it:, just as Thebais is, in some authors, said to be, 
whereas it was the Upper Egypt. Bochart hath brought a 



great many arguments to prove this: particularly from 
Ezekiel xxix. 14. which shews clearly that Pathros belongs 
to Egypt: for the prophet foretelling that God would bring 
again the captivity of Egypt, he sailh he would " cause 
them to return into the land of Pathros, into the land of 
their habitation/' or nativity: that is, into Thebais, which 
Nebuchadnezzar had principally afflicted, carrying most of 
the inhabitants of Thebes into captivity. This seems a 
more probable account of the Pathrusim than theirs, who 
take them to be the Pharusi (as Grotius doth), or Phautusii; 
who were a people of Ethiopia. 

Caslnhim, or Caslnchim.] These were the Colchi, who, 
though they lived far from Egypt, from whence they are 
said here to descend, yet there are a great many arguments 
that they had their original from that country. For several 
ancient authors say so; as Herodotus, Diodorus/ Strabo, 
and Ammianus: all of great credit. And there are many 
reasons whereby Herodotus proves it (as Bochart shews in 
his admirable work, often mentioned, lib. iv. Phaleg.cap.31.) 
they agreeing in so many things, especially in their man- 
ners and language, that one can scarce have any doubt of it. 
These people were seated at the eastend of ihe Euxine Sea. 
Out of whom came Philistim.] They were the offspring of 
the people of Colchis, as will appear in what follows. 

And Caphtorim.] These were a people near to Colchis, 
as appears from hence ; that the Philistim, who are said 
hereto come from Casluchim, in other places are said to 
have come from Caphtor, Jer. xlvii. 4. Amos ix. 7. And 
Moses himself relates how the Avims, nigh to Gaza (a 
famous city of the Philistim), were driven out by the Caph- 
torim, Deut. ii. 23. All the ancients therefore are in the 
right, who take the Caphtorim for the Cappadocians : yet, 
not all the inhabitants of that country (part of which was 
possessed by other people, as was said before), but that 
part of Cappadoeia which was next to Colchis, viz. about 
Trapezund, where Colchis ended. For there we find the 
city called Side, and the country Sidene, mentioned by 
Strabo. Now Side in Greek (as Bochart ingeniously ob- 
serves), signifies the same with Caphtor in Hebrew, viz. 
Malum punictim: and therefore, in all likelihood, the same 
country was called by the Hebrews Caphtor, and by the 
Greeks Sidene. 

What invited the Caphtorim out of Egypt into this coun- 
try is hard to tell, at this distance of time. But Strabo 
thinks it was the fame of the gold wherewith this country 
abounded. And as this drew them thither, so perhaps the 
coldness of the country, very much different from that 
wherein they were born ; or else their neighbours the Scy- 
thians, and Mesech and Tubal, (viz. the Moschi and Tiba- 
reni) who dwelt near them, and might be troublesome to 
them, made them think of returning back again. And "in 
their way through Palestine they fell upon the Avim, whom 
they dispossessed of their country, and settled there 
(Dent. ii. 23.) by the name of Philistim. 

Ver. 15. And Ca?iaan.] Now follows an account of the 
posterity of Ham's youngest son. 

Sidon.] Was his first-born : who was the founder of ihe 
famous city called by his name, Sidon : which Tragus saith 
was so called from plenty of fish on that coast. And so the 
present name of it, Said, signifies fishing or fishery: as the 
town in Galilee called Bethsaida, is as much as the place 
of fishing : for that sea upon which it lies, the Hebrews say, 
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. abounded with fish. However, the Sidonians came from this 
son of Canaan; and some of them (if he did not found it 
himself), called the city by this name, in memory of him. 
It was far more ancient and famous than Tyre : for we read 
of it in the books of Moses, and Joshua, and the Judges : 
but nothing of Tyre till the days of David. Nor doth 
Homer mention Tyre; though he speaks of Sidon and the 
Sidonians in many places. 

Heth.] His second son, was the father of the Hittites, or 
the children of Heth, often mentioned in Scripture; who 
dwelt about Hebron and Beersheba, in the south of the 
land of Canaan. They were a very warlike people, and 
struck a terror into their neighbours: from whence the 
word Hittha seems to be derived, which signifies fright 
and sadden consternation ; such as came upon the Syrians, 
when they thought the kings of the Hittites were coming 
against them, (2 Kings vii.6.) This was the country of the 
Anakims : for from Arba, who.was a Hittite, descended 
Anak; and from him those three giants, Ahiman, Sheshai, 
and Talmai, and the rest of the Anakims, (Numb. xiii. 22, 
23. Josh. xv. 13, 14.) 

Ver. 16. The JebusiteJ] This people, who were situated 
near to the former, descended from Jebus, the third son of 
Canaan: and were a very warlike people also: for they 
kept Jerusalem and the fortress of Zion to the times of 
David, notwithstanding all the power of the Benjamites. 
And when David besieged it, they mocked at his attempt, 
(2 Sam. v. 8.) 

And the EmoriteJ] They came from Emor, the fourth son 
of Canaan, and are commonly called Amorites; who pos- 
sessed the mountainous parts of Judea : and many of them 
passed over Jordan, and, making war upon the Moabites 
and Ammonites, seized upon Bashan and Heshbon, and all 
the country between the rivers of Jabbok and Arnon, 
(Numb. xiii. 29. Josh. v. 1.) in memory of which victory 
some Canaanite poet made a triumphing song, which Moses 
hath recorded, (Numb. xxi. 27.) What a mighty people 
these were we learn from Amos ii. 9. 

Gergasite.] There was a remnant of this people about 
Gerasa, or Gadara, beyond Jordan, in our Saviour's time, 
(Matth. viii. 28. Mark v. 1. Luke viii. 20.) And they were 
called, perhaps, by this name from the fat clayey soil of the 
country where they lived; for gorges in Hebrevris white clay. 

Ver. 17. And the Hivite, or Hevite.'] They lived in and 
about Mount Hermon, as we read Josh. xi. 3. which being 
toward the east of the land of Canaan, they are called Kad- 
monites, i.e. orientals or easterlings, (Gen. xv. 19.) The 
Gibconites and Sichcmitcs were colonies from them, (Josh, 
xi. 19. Gen. xxxiv. 2.) who dwelt more westward: the 
former of them neighbours to Jerusalem; and the latter to 
Samaria. 

Arkite.] This people, Bochart thinks, inhabited Mount 
Libanus, where Ptolemy and Joscphus mentioned a city 
called Area, or Arce: in which, he thinks, was the temple 
Veneris Archi tides, worshipped by the Phoenicians, as 
Macrobius tells us, lib. i. Saturn, cap. 27. Pliny also men- 
tions Area among the. cities of the Decapolitan Syria, and 
saith it was one of those which had a royal jurisdiction, 
under the name of a tetrarchy, as Salmasius observes in 
his Exerc'. in Solin. p. 570. 

Smite.] St. Jerome saith, that not far from Area there 
was a city called Sin; where we may suppose these people 
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to have dwelt. But Bochart rather by the Sinites under- 
stands the Peleusiots, whose city was called Sin ; which is 
of the very same signification with Pelusium. 

Ver. 18. And the Arvadite.'] These people are the same 
with the Aradii, who possessed the island called Aradus 
upon the coast of Phoenicia, and part of the neighbouring 
continent: where a place called Antaradus, opposite to the 
island, was seated. Strabo and others speak of this island, 
and mention another of the same name in the Persian 
Gulf, (as Salmasius observes upon Solinus, p. 1023.) 
whose inhabitants said, they were a colony from this island 
I now speak of, and had the same religious rites with these 
Aradians; who were very skilful in navigation, and there- 
fore joined by,Ezekiel with Zidon, xxvii. 8. where he makes 
them also a warlike people, ver. 11. 

Zemarite.] They who make these the same with the Sa- 
maritans, do not observe that these names are written quite 
differently in the Hebrew; and that the Samaritans, so much 
spoken of in Scripture, had their names from Somron. And 
therefore Bochart thinks these arc the Samarites mentioned 
by St. Jerome, who says, they inhabited the noble city of 
Edessa in Coelosyria (it should be the city of Emesa, or 
Emisa, which was in that country, but Edessa in Mesopo- 
tamia, beyond Euphrates), and so both the Chaldee para- 
phrases have here for Zemarite, Emisaei. But I do not see 
why we should not rather think this son of Canaan (Ze- 
marus), from whom the Zemarites came, was the founder of 
the city of Zemaraim (Josh, xviii. 22.) which fell to the lot 
of the tribe of Benjamin. . . - 

Hamathite.] These were the posterity of the last son of 
Canaan ; from whom the city and country of Hamah took 
its name : of which name there were two ; one called by the 
Greeks Antiochia, the other Epiphania : the former called 
the Great, (Amos vi. 2.) to distinguish it from this, which 
St. Jerome says, in his time, was called Epiphania, and by 
the Arabians (in the Nubian geographer) llama. This is 
the city which is meant when we so often read that the 
bounds of Judea were to the ''entrance of Hamath," north- 
ward, (Numb. xiii. 21. xxxiv. 8. and other places.) For it 
is certain they did not reach to Antiochia, but came near to 
Epiphania. 

Afterwards were the families of the Canaanites spread 
abroad.] In process of time they enlarged their bounds : 
for they possessed all the country which lies from Idumsea 
and Palestine to the mouth of Orontes : which they held 
for seven hundred years, or thereabout. Moses, indeed, 
confines the land of Canaan in narrower bounds toward 
the north (as hath been said), but we must consider, that 
he describes only that part of Canaan which God gave to 
the Israelites for their portion. Now, there being eleven 
nations who had their original (as appears from this and 
the foregoing verses) from so many sons of Canaan ; we 
do not find that the first and the five last were devoted by 
God to destruction, as the rest were. For we read no- 
thing of the Zidonians, Arkites, Sinites, Aradites, Zema- 
rites, and Hamathites, among those nations upon whom 
the sentence of excision was pronounced by God, and 
their country bestowed upon the Israelites. But we read 
of two others, not here mentioned, who made up the seven 
nations, whom God ordered to be cut off; viz. the Pcriz- 
zites, and those who were peculiarly called Canaanites, 
who sprang from some of the forcnamed eleven families ; 

H 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



50 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap. 



\. 



but we do not know from which. We shall meet with it 
in the 15th chapter of this book. 

Ver. 19. And the border of the Canaanites, &c] Here 
Moses describes the bounds of that country, which was 
given by God to the Jews. 

From Sidon.] i. e. The country of Sidon, which extended 
itself from the city so called, towards the east, as far as 
Jordan, or near it. This, therefore, may be looked upon 
ns the northern bounds of the promised land. 

As thou contest to Gerar unto Gaza, &c] These, and all 
the rest, belong to the southern bounds: for these two 
were cities near to the Philistines. We often read of 
Gaza ; and Gerar was famous for Abraham's and Isaac's 
sojourning there, (Gen. xx. 1. xxvi. 1.) and for the over- 
throw of the Cnshitcs, (2 Chron. xiv. 13.) 

Sodom and Gomorrah, &c.] These four cities are famous 
for their destruction, by fire and brimstone from heaven. 

Even unto Lashah.] Or Lasa, w T hich St. Jerome takes 
for Callirrhoc, as doth Jonathan also: a place famous for 
hot waters, which run into the Dead Sea. But Bochartus 
(lib. iv. Phaleg. cap. 37.) doubts of this, because Callir- 
rhoc was not in tho southern part of Judca, as Lashah 
was : he propounds it therefore to consideration, whether 
it may not be a city of the Arabs called Lusa: which 
Ptolemy places in the middle way, between the Dead Sea 
and the lied. 

Ver. 20. TJiese are the sotis of Ham, after their families, 
&c] This is sufficiently explained by what was said upon 
ver. 5. where Moses concludes his account of the sons of 
Japheth. Only it may be observed, in general, that these 
four sons of Ham, and their children, had all Africa for 
their portion (Mizrairn having Egypt, and Phut the.rest), 
and no small part of Asia, which fell to the share of Cush 
and Canaan. 

Ver. 21. Unto Shem also, the father of all the children of 
Eber.] That is, of the Hebrew nation, whom Moses would 
have to know from what an illustrious original they sprung; 
and therefore breaks oft' the thread of his genealogy, to 
give a short touch of it. I can give no reason so likely as 
this, why he calls Shem the father of Eber's children, 
rather than of any other descended from him. He having 
told them before, that Ham was the father of Canaan, 
(ix. 22.) whom God cursed, and at the same time blessed 
Shem ; he now tells them that this blessed man was the 
father from whom their nation was descended ; that they 
might comfort themselves in their noble stock, and believe 
Canaan should be subdued by them. 

The brother of Japheth the elder.'] Scaliger translates 
these words, "Shem the elder brother of Japheth:" but the 
he which is prefixed togadol, i. e. greater, plainly directsus 
to refer the word greater, or elder; to him who was last 
spoken of, viz. Japheth : who may be plainly proved to 
have been the eldest son of Noah, from this observation; 
that Noah was five hundred years old, before any of his 
three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, w r ere born, (v. 32.) 
When he was six hundred years old, ho entered into the 
ark with them, (vii. 11.) And when he came out, two 
years after tho flood, Shem begat Arphaxad, being then 
a hundred years old, (xi. 10.) and consequently Noah was 
six hundred and two. From whence it follows, that Shem 
was born when Noah was five hundred and two years old ; 
and therefore Japheth must be two years older than he; for 



Noah began to have children when he was five hundred. 
But God preferred Shem before him; giving hereby an 
early demonstration (of which there were many instances 
afterward), that he would not be confined to the order of 
nature in tho disposal of his favours; which he frequently 
bestowed upon the younger children: as he did upon 
Jacob, and in after-times upon David, who was the young- 
est and meanest of all his father's children. 

Even unto him were children born."] Perhaps he was the 
last of his brethren that married; and then Moses shews, 
in the following verses, had five sons: the progeny of two 
of which are mentioned, but the rest passed over in si- 
lence. 

Ver. 22. Elam.] Was his first-born; from whom came 
the Elamites, mentioned Acts ii. 9. whose metropolis 
was the famous city of Elymais. They lay between the 
Mcdes and Mesopotamians (as Bochart shews, lib. ii. 
Phaleg. cap. 2.) and were a very warlike and fierce people, 
as Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekicl testify. The Susians 
were a neighbouring people, but different from them; and 
therefore, when Daniel says Sushan was in the province 
of Elam, he takes Elam in a large sense; as Pliny and 
Ptolemy also do, who mention Elamites at the mouth of 
the river Eulaeus (Ulai in Daniel), which was below Su- 
siania. See Salmasius Excrc. in Solin. p. 1193, 1194. 
And thus Josephus may be allowed to say, the Elamites 
were Uepcrwv ap^vy^ai, the founders of the Persians ; who 
were a distinct people from them, though often compre- 
hended under this name of Elam. 

Ashur.] From whom came the people called at first 
Assyres, and afterward Assyrians : which was a name as 
large as their empire, comprehending even Syria itself; 
which, in several authors, is the same with Assyria. But, 
in proper speaking, it was only that country, whose head 
was Nineveh, called sometimes Adiabene, and Aturia or 
Assyria. . . 

Arphaxad.] Many, following Josephus, make him the 
father of the Chaldees. But I find no good reason for it; 
and it seems more' probable that the Chaldees (in Hebrew, 
Chasdim) came from Chcsed, one of Abraham's brother's 
sons, (Gen. xxii. 22.) which St. Jerome positively affirms. 
Therefore .it is more reasonable to think Arphaxad gave 
name to that country which Ptolemy calls Arraphachitis, 
which was a part of Assyria. 

Lud.] Seems to have given name to the country of Lydia, 
which lay about Mseandcr ; and included in it Mysia and 
Caria, which lay on the south side of that river. Which, 
having the most windings and turnings in it of any river 
in the worid (for it returns sometimes towards its fountain), 
the Phoenicians call this country, and another, viz. Ethio- 
pia, that lay upon the Nile (which, next to Mreandcr, -is 
the most crooked of all rivers), by the name of Lud, which, 
in their language, signified bending or crooked. See Bo- 
chaTt. lib. ii. Phaleg. cap. 12. 

Aram.] From whom sprung the Syrians, wfcose name 
anciently was Aramaei, the children of Aram. A name 
not unknown to the ancient Grecians; for Homer men- 
tions the "Apt/not in his second book of Iliads ; and so doth 
Hcsiod ; and Strabo also saith, that many understood by 
the Arimi, the Syrians. And the Syrians, at this day, call 
themselves Aramaeans. But Syria being so large a name, 
that ancient authors extend it to all those countries that 
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lay between Tyre and Babylon, we must not take all the 
people of them to have been the posterity of Araui. For it 
is evident some of them descended from Canaan, others 
from Ashur, .others from Arphaxad. Therefore, those are 
to be thought to have come from him, to whom the name of 
Aram is prefixed or subjoined, as Aram-Naharajira, and 
Padan-Aram (i. e. the Mesopotamians), Aram : Soba (the 
people of Palmyra and the neighbouring cities), Aram- 
I>amasek (situated between Libamis and Anti-Libanus, 
whose chief city was Damascus), and, perhaps, Aram- 
Maacha, and Aram-Bethrehob, which were places beyond 
Jordan, one of which fell to the share of Manasseh, the 
other of Asser. 

.Ver. 23. And the children of Aram, &c] The four per- 
sons that follow in this verse are called the sons ofShem, 
(1 Chron. i.17.) Nothing being more ordinary in Scrip- 
ture, than to call those the sons of any person, who were, 
his grandsons, (xxix. 5, &c.) 

Uz.] Or Utz, the first-born of Aram, is generally said to 
have been the builder of Damascus : the valley belonging 
to which is, by the Arabians, at this day called Gaut, and 
Gauta, which differs from Utz in the letters, but not in the 
pronunciation ; it being common to pronounce the letter 
ajin by our G, as in the words Gaza and Gomorrah. 
Accordingly, the Arabic paraphrast for Utz hath here Al- 
gauta. There were two other Uz's besides this, one the 
son of NahoT (Abraham's brother), Gen. xxii. 21. whose 
country was Ausitis in Arabia Deserta : the other was of 
the posterity of Edom, (Gen. xxxvi. 28.) 

Hull.] Or ChuL Grotius observes out of Ptolemy, that 
there was a city in Syria called Choline, which, he thinks, 
might be founded by this second son of Aram. But Bo- 
chart more probably conjectures that his posterity pos- 
sessed the country called Cholobetene, which was a part 
of Armenia. For the Armenians, and Arabians, and Sy- 
rians were much alike, as Strabo saith, in their shapo of 
body, speech, and manner of life. And there arc divers 
cities, which Ptolemy places in this country, that begin 
with Hoi or Choi; as Cholus, Choluata, Cholana: and 
Cholobetene (the name of the country), which in their lan- 
guage is Cholbetb, signifies as much as the house or seat 
of Choi. . 

Gether.] It is hard to give any account of the country 
where his posterity settled, unless they gave the river 
Getri its name, which the Greeks call Keyrplrrj; which runs 
between the Carduchi and the Armenians, as Xenophon 
tells us. This is Bochart's conjecture, which is a little 
nearer, than that of Grotius, (Annot. in lib. i. de V. R. C.) 
who explains this by the city Gindarus in Ptolemy, and 
the people called by Pliny, Gindareni, in Ccelo-Syria. 
But after all, it may seem as probable that Gadara, the 
chief city of Peraea, which Ptolemy places in the Deca- 
polis of Ccelo-Syria, had its name and original from this 
Gether. 

Mash.] Who is called Mesech, in 1 Chron. i.17. seated 
himself, as Bochart thinks, in Mesopotamia, about the 
mountain Masius (which is Grotius's conjecture also), 
from whence there flowed a river which Xenophon calls 
Masca. The inhabitants of which mountain, Stephanus 
calls Masiceni; and perhaps the Moscheni, whom Pliny 
speaks of, between Adiabene and Armenia the Greater, 
were descended from this Mash, or Mcscch. 



Ver. 24. And Arphaxad begat Salah.] Having given an 
account of the posterity of,Shem's youngest son, he now 
tells us what people descended from his third son. 

Salah.] In Hebrew Shelah. His father being born but 
two years after the flood, (xi. 10.) seems to have given this 
name to his son, to preserve the memory of that dreadful 
punishment; that his posterity might not incur the like by 
their sins. For Sela signifies the letting forth of waters, 
(Job v. 10.) He is thought to have been the father of the 
Susiani: the chief city of their country, next to'Susa, 
being called Sela, as we find in Ammian. Marcellinns : 
either because he was the founder of it, or in memory of 
him. 

And Salah begat Eber.] The father of those from whom 
came the Hebrew nation, (as was said before, ver. f 21.) 
Abraham being descended from him in the sixth generation. 
All other derivations of the name of Hebrew have great 
objectious lie against them; but this hath none that I can 
see, and is most agreeable to the grammar of that lan- 
guage, in which all such names ending in jod (as v-Q}J 
doth) are noted to come either from a place, or country, or 
people, or author: therefore, since there is no country or 
place from which the name of Hebrew can be derived, it 
is most reasonable to deduce it from the author of this 
people, Heber. And it is authorized by that speech of 
Balaam, (Numb. xxiv. 24.) Where, as by Ashur is meant 
the Assyrians, so by Heber, in all reason, we are to under- 
stand the Hebrews. * 

Ver. 25. Peleg.] Either he, or some of his posterity in 
memory of him, it is not unlikely, gave name to a 
town, upon Euphrates, called Phalga, not far from 
the place where the river Chaborus runs into it: upon 
which Charrah stood, built by Charan, the brother of 
Abraham. 

For in his days was the earth divided.'] The great dis- 
persion, which, we read of in the following chapter, fell 
out just when he was born; which made his father call 
him by this name, signifying division and separation. 
Which it appears, by the account given of his ancestors, 
(xi. from ver. 10 to 1G.) happened in the hundred and first 
year after the flood. In that year, the tower of Babel and 
their language were confounded; upon which necessarily 
followed the separation here mentioned. The age that 
preceded, from the deluge to this division, is called, by 
the ancient poets, the Golden Age, (as Bochart observes, 
lib. i. Phaleg. cap. 9.) because the earth not being divided, 
they enjoyed all things in common. And Noah (whom 
they called Saturn) governing them, not as kings do their 
subjects, but as parents their children, not so much with 
fear and dread, as with love and reverence to his fatherly 
authority; it made the world so happy as it hath not been 
since. 

Joktan, or Jektan.] The brother of Peleg, had a nume- 
rous offspring of thirteen sons ; all seated in the inmost 
parts of Arabia Felix. ■ So the Arabians, it is certain, 
derive their own original: who in this may as well be 
credited as the Europeans, who derive themselves from 
Japetus or Japheth, and the Africans from Cham or Ham- 
mon. They call him Cahtan (as our Mr. Pocock, as well 
as others, observes), by which name the Arabic paraphrast, 
upon this place, explains that of Jektan. And this Cahtan 
they say expressly was the son of Eber, the son of Salah, 
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&c. From whence the name of Catanike, a people in 
Arabia Felix, mentioned by Ptolemy; and a city, in tho 
territory of Mecha, still retains the very name of Jektan, 
being called Baisath-Jcktan, t. e. the seat or habitation of 
Jektan, in the Arabian geographer. See Mr. Pocock's 
notes upon Abul-Farajus concerning the original of the 
Arabians, p. 38, 39. 

Ver. 2G. Ahnodad.] The eldest son of Joktan seems 
to ha vc^ given name to the people whom Ptolemy calls 
'AWovpaiutTai, in the middle of Arabia Felix, near the ori- 
ginal of the river Lar, which runs into the Persian Gulf. 
The Greeks, who knew little of this people, who lived a 
great way from the sea, might easily mispronounce their 
name, calling them Allumaotce, instead of Almodai. 

Sheleph, or Saleph.] Was, it is likely, tho father of the 
Salapeni. For such a people there were, mentioned by 
Ptolemy, who calls them laXairfivoi : who were remote from 
tho rest, about the neck of Arabia, not far from the spring 
of the river Betius. 

Hatzermaveth.] Though the Arabians write this name 
with the very same letters, yet it sounds among them thus, 
Hadramnth, or Cadramuht: which the Greeks pronounce 
divers ways, because of tho ambiguous sound of the two 
letters, tzadi and cheth ; for sometimes he is called Asar- 
moth, sometimes (without an A) Sarmoth, and Armoth, 
and Atermoth, as Bochartus hath observed; who thinks 
the country called Chatramitis or Atramitis, Chatramotis 
or Atrimotis, to have been peopled by the children of 
this Hadramuth, as the Arabians pronounce this name 
Hatazmaveth. 'Afya^vra, Salmasius shews, is the name of 
a city or place, and 'Atyapirat, of a people or nation. (Ex- 
ercit. in Solin. p. 489.) And the same people, he observes, 
(p. 490.) are called by Artcmidorus, 'Arpa/furirat, whose 
country was that part of Arabia which abounded with 
frankincense, myrrh, cassia, and cinnamon, as Thcophras- 
tus tells us. And Strabo calls them (as he there notes) 

Xarpa/iwrifac, and Uranius in Stcphanus, Xarpa/iwrcu ; so 

differently was this hard word pronounced : who were so 
famous, that Eustathius Antioch. Eusebius, and others, 
make this Hatzermaveth the father of the Arabians, and 
Epiphanius derives their language from him ; which they (as 
was said before) derive from Jektan himself; looking upon 
the dialect of Chadramites as barbarous. See Bochartus, % 
lib. ii. Phaleg. cap. 16. where he observes, that Hatzerma- 
veth in Hebrew signifies the entrance of death, and Hadh- 
ramauth in Arabic the region of death. Because the air 
of that country was very thick and foggy (and conse- 
quently unwholesome), as Arrianns relates, who saith, that 
tho frankincense and myrrh were therefore gathered only 
by the king's slaves, and by condemned persons. 

Jerah, or Jerach.] From whom came the people called 
Jerachrei, who lived near the Red Sea ; called by Aga- 
tharcides, and others, y A\t\alot,'Alil<ei: which is the very 
same in Arabic with the other in Hebrew. For llilal is 
the moon in that language, as Jerach is in Hebrew. And 
the Nubiensian geographer mentions a people about 
Mecha, who, at this day, are called Bene-hilal, the children 
of Jerach, as the Hebrews would have expressed it. It 
seems they are come more towards the east, when an- 
ciently they dwelt in the south. Ptolemy mentions also an 
island, upon the coast of the Alilaei, which he calls iepfavy 
vyoroc: but it doth not signify the Isle of Hawks (as the 



Greeks fancied, who imagined all these old words to come 
from their tongue), but of the Jeraclueu 

Ver. 27. HadoramJ] He seems to have fixed his scat in 
the utmost corner of Arabia towards the cast, where there 
was a people whom Pliny calls Drimati : a name easily 
made from Hadoramus. And the extreme promontory of 
that country is called by tho Greeks Corqdamon, by trans- 
posing the letters D and R from Hadoramus. I can find 
nothing more likely than this conjecture of that great man 
Bochartus, who hath outdone all that went before him in 
this argument, (lib. ii. Phaleg. cap. 20.) 

Uzal.] Abraham Zachut, as he also observes, says, the 
Jews (who in his time dwelt there) called the chief city 
of Aljeman by the name of Uzal. Now the kingdom of 
Aljeman, or Jeman, is the south part of Arabia Felix : as 
the very name of Jeman imports, which signifies both the 
right hand and the south. 

Diklah.] Both in the Chaldee and Syriac languages Dicla 
signifies a palm, or a grove ofpahns; which, led Bochartus 
to conclude, that the. Minaei, a people of Arabia Felix, 
whose country abounds with such trees, were the poste- 
rity of this Diklah. Both Pliny and Strabo mention them: 
And this is far more probable than the conjecture of Lu- 
dovicus Capellus, that the country of Dangala, in Ethio- 
pia, near Egypt, might have its name from this man : for 
that is too remote from the rest of this man's posterity: 
and so is AueXXcTov mentioned, as he observes, by Herodo- 
tus, (Chronolog. Sacra, p. 108.) 

Ver. 28. And Obal.] Which, in the Arabic pronunciation 
is Aubal, as cocab, a star in Hebrew, is in Arabic caucab, 
&c. The posterity of this Aubal, or Obal, Bochart thinks, 
passed over the streights of the Sinus Arabicus, out of 
Arabia Felix, into Arabia Troglodytica; where we meet 
with this name, in tho Sinus Abalites (which others call 
Aulites), and in a great trading town called by Arrianus 
'At/aXftn/c ; and in a people who lived in that Sinus, called 
by Ptolemy, 'AvaXTrat, and *A?ovX7r«t ; I believe it should 
be 'ApovXirai, from this Obal. 

AbimaeL] Which the Arabians pronounce Abimal; i. e. 
the father of Mali, or the Malita; a people in Arabia 
next to the Minsei before mentioned. Theophrastus saith, 
Mali is the metropolis of a country in Arabia the. Spicy : 
from whence the people called Malitoe, whom Ptolemy 
calls Manitae, by an usual change of the letter L into 2V", 
as Nabonidus is tho same with Labonidus, &c. And it is 
probable that Mali is the contraction of Abimali: nothing 
being more common than in compound names to omit the 
first part. As- Sittim (Numb. xxv. 1.) for Abel-Sittim 
(xxx. 49.) Hermon very often for Baal-Hermon, (Judg. 
iii. 3.) Nimrim for Bcth-Nimrim, and Salem for Jeru- 
salem. 

Sheba.] From whom came the Sabeans, who sometimes 
comprehend a great many people, but here are to be taken 
strictly for those upon the Red Sea, between the Minaei 
and the Catabanes : whoso metropolis, which stood upon 
a high mountain full of trees, is called by ancient authors 
Saba and Sabai, Sabo and Sabas, as Salmasius shews out 
of Stcphanus, Agatharcidcs, and others; who say that this 
city was iro\v KaXXitrrov, much the fairest of all in Arabia. 
(Excrc. in Solin. p. 491, 492, &c.) In later times this 
name was changed into Mariaba, the nncient name being 
lost, as the same Salmasius there observes, p. 497, and 
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1116. Which Pliny saith signifies as much as " dominos 
omnium," the lords of all : for from Rabba, to rule, comes 
Marab, which signifies in their language (as Bochart ob- 
serves) the seat of those that rule : that is, the royal city, 
where their kings lived. The Nubiensian geographer saith, 
the Queen of Sheba came from hence to hear the wisdom 
of Solomon. 

Ver. 29. And Ophir.] Which the Arabians pronounce 
Auphir, signifying abundance: gold being found there in 
such plenty, that they exchanged it for brass and iron, 
giving a double or triple proportion of gold for them. Bo- 
chart thinks he gave the name of 0%>fj to an island in the 
lied Sea, mentioned by Eupolemus in Eusebius: and ob- 
serves that there were two Ophirs, one belonging to India, 
whither Solomon's ships went once in "three years (which 
he takes forTaprobana, now Zeilan), and the other belong- 
ing to Arabia, where the posterity of this Ophir, here 
mentioned, settled. Whose country he takes to have been 
near to the Sabeans, their brethren; which Stephanus and 
Ptolemy call Cassanitis. The same in sense with Ophir ; 
for Chosan is a treasure, which the Arabians write Cha-> 
zan, from which comes the word Gaza, for abundance of 
riches. 

Havilah, or Chavilah.] See ver. 7. where we had this 
name before, among the sons of Cush ; from whom the 
Havilah here spoken of is very different: giving name, it 
is probable, to the country which the Nubiensian geogra- 
pher calls Chaulan : and says it was a part of Arabia Fe- 
lix, nigh also to the Sabeans; which lie accurately de- 
scribes. See Phaleg. lib. ii. cap. 28. 

Jobab.] The father of the Jobabites, near to the Sacha- 
lites, as Ptolemy expressly says, if, instead of Jobaritae in 
him, we should read Jobabitse, as Bochartus corrects the 
passage, with great reason. And thinks also the reason 
of this name to be plain: for Jebab in Arabic signifies a 
desert: and there are many such in the country of the 
Jobabites, above the Sinus of Sachalitcs. 

Ver. 30. And their dwelling was from Mesha, &c] This 
conclusion confirms what hath been said, that all the 
thirteen sons of Joktan wero seated in Arabia Felix, ex- 
cept Obal, who went, it is likely, after Moses's time, over 
into Abalites ; the passage being short across that streight 
beforementioned, (ver. 28.) which was not above four or 
five miles broad. For Arabia Felix lies between the Red 
Sea and the Persian Gulf. Now Mesa, or Musa, or Muza, 
was a famous port town in the Red Sea, which the Egyp- 
tians and Ethiopians frequented in their way to the country 
of the Sapharites, in the east; from whom they brought 
myrrh, frankincense, and such-like things. Ptolemy's Ta- 
bles plainly shew this, that from Musa the Sapharitse lay 
directly eastward; and Saphar was the metropolis of the 
country, at the foot of the mountain Climax : which, an- 
ciently, it is likely, was called Saphar, from the city at 
the bottom of it. And thus we are to understand Moses 
when he says here, that Sepher was a mountain of the 
east; not eastward from Judea, but from Mesha, which 
was in the west. See Bochart, (lib. ii. Phaleg. cap. 30.) 
where he observes, that the Arabic paraphrast (of the Pans 
edition) takes Mesha to be Meccha, and instead of " from 
Mesha to Sephar," saith " from Meccha to Medina." Which 
is nearer truth than their opinion, who place the children 
of Joktan about Copctes, upon the coast of India. But 



he shews that some of the children of Cush settled be- 
tween Meccha and Medina: and it sufficiently appears 
that Joktan's children dwelt in the inmost part of Arabia 
Felix, and are the genuine Arabians. 

Ver. 31. This is explained, ver. 5. 

Ver. 32. By these were the nations divided after the 
flood.'] They and their descendants shared the whole earth 
among them, as it is said expressly, (ix. 18.) " Of then! 
was the whole earth overspread." But, according to the 
foregoing account, we find only three parts of the earth, 
Europe, Asia, and Africa, possessed by the three sons of 
Noah and their children. Which has made some so bold 
as to say, there were other people in America, who were 
not drowned by the flood. And one of their reasons why 
it was not peopled from any of the other three parts of the 
earth is, that we can give no account how lions, bears> 
wolves, foxes, and such-like creatures, should g*et thither : 
for none, sure, would carry them by shipping, though men 
themselves might, by that means, pass over into those re- 
gions. But this difficulty is not so great as they make it. 
For it is manifest, that, though the continent of America 
was found full of such beasts, when the Spaniards first 
came thither, yet none of the islands, though very large, 
which lay remote from the land, had any lions, tigers, or 
such-like creatures in them. Which is a demonstration, 
that these creatures were not originally from that part of 
the earth ; for then the islands would have been furnished 
with them as well as the continent ; just as they are with 
all sorts of vegetables: and consequently, the continent it- 
self was stored with these creatures from some other part 
of the earth. Which might be done by some neck of land 
not yet discovered; which joins some part of Europe, or 
Asia, to the continent of America. Or, if there be no such 
neck of land now extant, yet there may have been such a 
bridge (as we may call it) between the northern parts of 
Asia, or Europe, and some northern part of America; or 
between the south-east part of China, or the Philippine 
islands, and the southern continent of that other part of 
this world, though now broken off (as many*suppose Eng- 
land to have been from France) by the violence of the 
sea, or by earthquakes ; which have made great altera- 
tions in the earth. And truly, he thatobserves (as that great 
man the Lord Chief Justice Hales speaks, in his book of 
the Origin of Mankind, §. ii. chap. 7.) the infinite number 
of islands, lying between The continent of China and 
Nova Guinea, the most contiguous to each other ; hath 
probable reasons to believe, that these were all formerly 
one continent, joining China and Nova Guinea together, 
though now, by the irruption of the -sea, crumbled into 
many small islands. 

CHAP. XL 

Ver. I. A.ND all the earth] i.e. The inhabitants of the 
earth; as (1 Kings x. 24.) " all the earth" is explained; 
(2 Chron. ix. 23.) all the kings of the earth. 

Were of one language.] In the Hebrew, of one lip; 
which is one instrument of speech comprehending the restl 
Their mouth formed the same words. So it follows: 

And of one speech.] Or word, as the Hebrew hath it. 
Some distinguish these two so subtilly, as to say, they 
had not only the same language, but the same manner of 
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pronunciation; which is often very different in the same 
language. The heathens themselves acknowledge there 
was but one language anciently, (see Josephus, and 
out of him Eusebius, lib. ix. Pracp. Evang. cap. 14, 15.) 
which, in all likelihood , was the same that had been from 
the beginning, which Adam himself spake. For Methu- 
selah, the grandfather of Noah, lived some time with 
him, and spake, we may well suppose, the same language 
that he did. And wo cannot but think the same of Noah, 
who propagated it among his posterity till this time. But 
whether this was the Hebrew or no, wo cannot be certain. 
The Chaldeo paraphrasts, and the Hebrew w r riters, gene- 
rally say it was; and most Christian wTiters have been of 
their opinion: insomuch that R. Gedaliah, upon these 
words, saith, ** the wise men among the Christians have 
searched what was the first tongue ; and all the world con- 
fesses that from Adam to the flood they spate the holy 
language." Which it is not to be thought we have now 
entire and pure; but that a considerable part of it still re- 
mains in the Bible. As may be proved by no contempti- 
ble arguments ; particularly this, that Shem, the son of 
Noah, was for some time cotemporary with Abraham, who 
descended from him ; and in whose family continued the 
same language, which they both spake, unto Moses's days. 

They that have fancied there were more languages than 
one, at this time, grounded their mistake upon those 
words, (Gen. x. 5. 20. 31.) where the sons of Noah are 
said to have had the -earth divided among them accord- 
ing to their tongues. Not considering that he speaks of this 
very division, of which he is going to give an account; 
and briefly mentioned there, (ver. 25.) For the thirteen 
sons of Joktan, immediately after, mentioned (who had 
their share in the division), were not in being when their 
uncle Peleg was born ; as the most learned primate Usher 
hath demonstrated in his Annals, (A. M. 1757.) 

Ver. 2. 4s they journeyed from the east.] He doth not 
speak of all the^posterity of Noah, who, after the flood, 
planted. in the east; much less Noah himself: but of a 
great colony of them, who, when the east was much 
peopled, chose to go westward. By the east, most un- 
derstand Armenia, whero they suppose the ark rested, 
and Noah with his sons planted. But this hath great dif- 
ficulty in it; for the mountains of Armenia lay north of 
Shinar, or Assyria,, and not east. Which Bochart solves 
in this manner : Assyria being divided into two parts, oiie 
on this side, the other on the further side of Tigris, they 
called . all that part beyond Tigris the east country, 
though a great part of it towards Armenia was really 
northward ; and that part on this side they called west, 
though some of it lay to the south, (lib. i. Phaleg. cap. 7.) 
But there is no need of the help of this solution; the moun- 
tains of Ararat ruqning a long way eastward : from which, 
when Noah and his sons descended, they settled, it is 
likely, in countries which were very much eastward of 
Assyria. 

They found a plain.] They continued to dwell in the 
mountainous countries of tho east, where the ark rested, 
till they grew very numerous and wanted room ; and then 
descended into the plain, and some of them went west- 
wardly into the land of Shinar, that pleasant plain (as Mr. 
Mede fancies) where God, at the beginning, had placed the 
.first father of mankind, Adam." 



Shinar.] By this name we are to understand, not only 
that part of Assyria where Babylon stood, but all that 
country which bordered upon Tigris unto the mountains of 
Armenia; from whence Noah and his sons are supposed 
to have descended when the earth was dry, and not to 
have gone far from thence, at first, till they were multiplied ; 
and then some of them came into this country, which Noah 
had inhabited before the flood. Thus Bochart, in the place 
before named. But there is no certainty the ark rested in 
Armenia ; it might be further eastward, upon some other 
part of that long ridge of mountains called Ararat:* from 
whence they descended when the earth was dry, and dwelt 
in the lower grounds, which were warmer and more fruit- 
ful than the mountains. 

But that from the east mankind were propagated, is ap- 
parent from tho increase of arts and sciences; which, as 
Dr. Jackson observes, (book i. chap. 1G.) were in some 
measure perfected there (in times as ancient as any pro- 
fane history can point us unto), and thence derived, as from 
a centre, to more remote parts of the world. The ripeness 
of literature, civil discipline, and arts, among the eastern 
people, before they did so much as bud forth in Greece 
or Italy (I may add Egypt either), is a demonstration, that 
these were the stock, and the other but slips or branches 
transplanted from thence. Nay, the state and grandeur 
of those eastern countries, before Greece or Italy, or any 
other western people, grew into the fashion of .a kingdom, 
shews, that the eastern people were the heirs of the world, 
and other nations but as colonies from them. 

Ver. 3. They said. one to another.] i.e. Consulted toge- 
ther. 

Go to.] And stirred up one another to lay all their hands 
to this work. t 

Let us make brick.] In that low and fat soil there was 
no stone, as intimated in the next words, $ i and they had 
brick for stone." Nobody doubts but thus is a true trans- 
lation of the Hebrew word labenah: for Herodotus, and 
Justin, and many others, describe the walls of Babylon as 
made of such materials. What chemar is (which was the ce- 
ment to join the bricks together), doth not so plainly appear. 
We translate it slime ; following herein a great many of 
the Hebrews ; particularly Kimchi, who says it is mortar, 
made of sand and lime. But there is much reason to 
think it was that which the ancients called "Aaf&roc, a 
kind of pitch (as Kimchi himself acknowledges some un- 
derstand it), which is described by authors as a very glewy 
thing, and' therefore used by Noah, by God's direction, 
about the ark. There was great plenty of it in Assyria, 
as Thcodoret here observes, from some fountains which 
vomited it up with the water. And so Strabo and Dion 
affirm, that it was very fit for this purpose ; and Herodo- 
tus says expressly, that the walls of Babylon were ce- 
mented with it, and so do many otliers, both Greek and 
Roman authors, mentioned by Bochartus, (lib. i. Phaleg. 
cap. 13.) And it is very observable, that Arrianus saith, 
(lib. vii.) The temple of Belus, in the midst of the city of 
Babylon, of a vast bigness, was made of brick, cemented 
with asphaltus. 

Ver. 4. And tliey said, Go to now.] At the first, perhaps, 
they spake only of building themselves houses; but now 
they laid their heads together, and .consulted to make a 
huge monument of their greatness. 
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A city and a tower.'] Some fancy one thing to be ex- 
pressed in two words : "a city and a tower," being a city 
with turrets. But both this verse and the next express 
them so severally, that we ought to .think them to have 
been distinct. Yet, that the tower was, part of the city, is 
plain by verse 8. where it is said, € l they left off to build 
the city/' making no mention of the tower : which was 
contained in the city, as a part of it; and may well be 
thought to have been the Acropolis (as the Greeks speak), 
a strong place in the highest part of the city; such as we 
call a citadel. For the Scripture by a tower, means some 
fortress to keep out an enemy, which was wont to be 
built in the mids* of the city, that it might command every 
part of it 

Some fancy the temple of Belus, beforcmentioned, was 
afterward built where this tower stood; and was nothing 
else but the tower perfected for another use. Or, rather, a 
temple was built round about the tower, which stood in 
the midst of it, as Herodotus describes it, (lib. i.) 'By pi<ry 
3e tov Upov wvpyoQ tTTepeog, &c. in the midst of the temple was 
a strong tower, Sec. 

Whose top may reach up unto heaven.] i. e. To the 
clouds. As much as to say, an exceeding high tower. 
For the same is said of the walls of the cities of Canaan, 
(Deut i. 28. ix. 1.) and therefore can mean no more here. 
And is an usual phrase in Scripture; as, when the Psalmist 
says, they that sail upon the sea are sometime lifted up to 
heaven, (cvii. 25.) which is a language that other authors 
speak ; for Homer mentions a fir-tree which was ovpwo- 
fn'MQ, extended to lieaven, i. e. very tall. Which I note 
to shew the senseless spile of Julian the apostate, who en- 
deavoured to discredit this sacred story, by the poetical 
fiction of the giants warring with heaven : as if there were 
no more truth in the one than in the other. But St. Cyril, 
in his fourth book against him, truly observes, that, in 
Scripture, this phrase, ek ovpavbv, to heaven, is put avrl rod 
fyovg, for that which is highly elevated, as this tower was. 
Which being half a quarter of a mile in breadth and length, 
had another tower stood upon it ; and a third upon that, 
and soon, /x*x'P< °" ° KT0> ™pyw (as Herodotus speaks), till 
tJtere were eight towers in all: which made it of a vast 
height. 

Let us make us a name, &c] Here he plainly acquaints 
us with their intention in building this city and tower : 
which was to be a perpetual monument of their fame ; to 
spread it far and wide, while they were alive ; and that 
their names might live in this monument when they were 
dead : all posterity saying, such and such persons were 
the founders of the first and mother city of the world. So 
David is said to have got himself a name, (2 Sam. viii. 1*3.) 
i. e. extended his fame by his great achievements. And 
God is said to do the same, (Isai. lxiii. 12. 14.) Therefore 
there was no occasion for assigning other reasons for the 
building of this tower, when Moses gives one so clearly. 
That which hath been commonly fancied is, that they 
might secure themselves against another inundation: from 
which they were secured by the Divine promise (if they 
would believe it), together with the addition of a sign to it, 
(ix. 12.) And, if they did not believe it, why did they 
come down from the mountains into the plain country to 
build this tower ; which might more rationally have been 
erected upon the top of the highest mountains, if their 



meaning had been, by this means, to preserve themselves 
from future floods? If there were any other meaning be- 
sides that mentioned by Moses, I should think that most 
probable which I find in Dr. Jackson, (book L on the 
Creed, chap. 16.) That it might be " a refuge whereunto 
they might resort, and continue their combination:" some- 
thing of which seems to be intimated in the next words. 
There is a conjecture also made by a most worthy friend 
of mine, a good while ago, Dr. Tenison, now bishop of 
Lincoln, in his book of Idolatry (which is not inconsistent 
with these), that this tower was consecrated by the builders 
of it to the sun, as the cause of drying up the waters of the 
deluge, (orrather, as the most illustrious andnearest resem* 
blance of the Schechinah, as I noted on chap.iv.) and that it 
was intended as an altar whereon to sacrificetoit. But it is 
propounded only as a conjecture: which those Jews seem 
also to have had in their minds, who, by the word Shem, 
(name) understand God : as if their meaning were, " lot us 
make us a god;" and raise him a temple. And perhaps 
future times did convert it to that use. 

Lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the ivhole 
earth.] Here they speak as if they feared a dispersion; 
but it is hard to tell from what cause, unless it were this, 
that Noah having projected a division of the earth among 
his posterity, (for it was a deliberate business, as I noted 
upon x. 5.) these people had no mind to submit unto it ; 
and therefore built this fortress to defend themselves in 
their resolution of not yielding to his design. Thus the 
most learned Usher, (ad A. M. 1757.) But what they 
dreaded they brought upon themselves by their own vain 
attempt to avoid it rand now there is no memory pre- 
served of the names of those that conspired in this at- 
tempt. Thus what Solomon saith, was long before veri- 
fied, £Prov. x. 24.) " The fear of the wicked shall, come 
upon him." But this evil by God's providence was attended 
with a great good : for by this dispersion the whole earth 
was peopled, and the foundation laid of several great na- 
tions and kingdoms. 

Ver. 5. And the Lord came down to see, &c] This is an 
accommodation to our conceptions, and means no more, 
but that by the effects he made it appear, that he observed 
their motions and knew their intentions. 

Winch the children of men builded.] Itis generally agreed 
that children ofmenin Scripture, is opposed to children of 
God; as bad men and infidels are to the good and the 
faithful. Which gives us to understand, that neither Noah, 
nor Shera,norArphaxad, Salah,orHeber,were engaged in 
this work; but some of the worser sort of people, who de- 
generated from the piety of their ancestors. It is probable 
some of the race of Ham; who, itis likely, carried much of 
the spirit of Cain with him into the ark : otherwise he could 
not have behaved himself so vilely towards his father after 
they came out of it. For that terrible judgment, it seems, 
had not reformed him; and then it is no wonder if he grew 
more wicked after it was over. Josephus and others take 
•Nimrod (his grandchild) to have been the ^pxny^r^, as his 
word is, ringleader of this crew, who combined in this de- 
sign. But I take it to be more probable that he came and 
settled here after the dispersion. For there being not much 
above a hundred years between the flood and this time, it 
is not likely such a great kingdom could be erected in that 
space, as we read of, (Gen. x. 10.) And therefore he grew 
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so great after this dispersion, when he came out of Arabia, 
or some neighbouring country, and settled hero in Babel; 
which was called by this name, upon occasion of the con- 
fusion of languages, and had it not before. Which is an 
argument that what w T c read, (x. 10, 11.) must be under- 
stood to have happened after this time. But, if all this be 
truci that some of Chain's raco began this design, which 
other bad people were too much disposed to follow, and 
that they who retained the true religion (from whom Abra- 
ham descended) were not of the number, it is credible that 
they escaped the punishment here mentioned (in the next 
verses), retaining still their ancient seat, and the ancient 
language also; which continued in the family of Hebcr, 
and was called Hebrew. N 

Ver. G. And the Lord said, &c] This verse only ex- 
presses a resolution to spoil their projeot, and the necessity 
of so doing. 

Ver. 7. Let us.~\ The rabbins fancy this is spoken to the 
angels. Butitis beyond the angelical power to alter men's 
minds so in a moment, that they shall not be able to under- 
stand what they did before. Therefore God spake to him- 
self: and this phrase suggests to us more persons than one 
in the godhead. In short, none but He, who taught men at 
first to speak, could, in an instant, make that variety of 
speech which is described in the next words. Novatianus 
•therefore anciently took it, that this was spoken by God to 
his Son. 

Confound their language.] The word confound is to be 
marked; for God did not make every one speak a new 
different language, but they had such a confused remem- 
brance of the original language which they spake before, 
as made them speak it very differently : so that by the va- 
rious inflexions, and terminations, and pronunciations of 
divers dialects, they could no more understand one ano- 
ther, than they who understand Latin can understand those 
who speak French, Italian, or Spanish; though these lan- 
guages arise out of it. 

And yet it is not to be thought, there were as many se- 
veral dialects as there were men, so that none of them 
understood another; for this would not merely have dis- 
persed mankind, but destroyed them. It being impossible 
to live without society, or to have society without under- 
standing one another; for if the father could not have un- 
derstood the son, nor the husband his wife, there could 
have been no comfort in living together. Therefore it is 
likely that every family had its peculiar dialect; or rather 
the same common dialect (or way of speaking) was given 
to those families whom God would have to make one co- 
lony in the following dispersion. Unto which dispersion 
they were constrained by their not being able to have such 
familiarity as they had before with every body; but only 
with those who understood their particular speech. 

Into how many languages they were divided, none can 
determine. The Hebrews fancy into seventy, which opinion 
hath much prevailed, being grounded upon the foregoing 
chapter; where the descendants from the sons of Noah 
were justso many. The Greek fathers made them seventy- 
two, because the Greek version adds two more (Elisa among 
the sons of Japheth, and Cainan among the sons of Shcm), 
and the Latin fathers follow them. But this is a very weak 
foundation; it being apparent that many of the sons of 
Canaan iised the very same language in their country, and 



so did Javan and Elishah in Greece: and in other places, 
so many concurred in the use of the same speech, that 
scarce thirty remains of the soenty to be distinct, as Bo- 
chart hath observed. See Sclden, lib.ii. de Synedr. cap.i). 
sect. iii. 

Ver. 8. So the Lord scattered them.'] Broke their combi- 
nation by making them speak several languages, which cut 
off the common bond of one society. For, as the unity of 
one common language (to use the words of Mr. Mede, 
p. 362.) had knit all mankind into one community; so 
God in his wisdom saw that plurality of languages was the 
best means to force them into a plurality of societies. 

Abroad from thence.] Into all the regions of the north, 
south, and west; the cast being inhabited before by Noah, 
and such of his offspring as abode with him. Which is 
not to be understood as if they were immediately scattered 
into the remotest places from Babel, but first into the 
neighbouring countries, and by degrees into those which 
were further off, according as their families increased. 

How long this dispersion happened after the flood, can- 
not be certainly determined ; but we can demonstrate it was 
not much above one hundred years. For Pcleg (in whose 
days this came to pass, x. 25.) was born but a hundred 
and one years after; as was observed before upon that 
place. Now some think this division was made just at his 
birth ; which St. Austin takes to have been the reason why 
his father called him Peleg, " Quia tunc ei natus est, quando 
per linguas terra divisa est;" Because he was then born to 
him, when the earth was divided by their languages. But 
the text doth not make this out, for it only says in his days 
the earth was divided. And the thirteen sons of Joktan 
(Peleg's brother) who had their share in this division, being 
notthenborn, we must conclude, that if this division began 
at Peleg's birth, it was not finished till some years after. 
Elmacinus says in the fortieth year of Peleg's age; the 
Hebrews generally say at his death. See HottingerV 
Smegma Orient, p. 62. and 16G. 

And they left off to build the tower.] I see no reason to 
believe that God overturned it by a terrible tempest, as 

Epiphanius expresses it, Toy wvpyoy ov^wv po\ij dv£<rrpt$ty. 

Which is the opinion of Josephus, (lib. i. cap. 5. Antiq.) 
and Abydenus, mentioned by Euscbius, (lib. ix. cap. 4. 
Prsepar. Evang.) and divers others of the ancients; nor is 
there any ground for what others say, (particularly Benja- 
min Tudcl. in his Itinerary, p. 77.) that it was burnt by 
fire from heaven. For Moses doth not intimate that it was 
either burnt or overturned; but only that they desisted 
from their enterprise: which naturally ceased, when they 
could no longer join to carry on the building. Which may 
father lead us to think, that the city and tower stood long 
after this; and that Bochart's conjecture is not unreason- 
able, that it was the very tower which was afterwards con- 
secrated to Belus, described by Herodotus, (lib. i.) For it 
is evident, that though this city and country lay waste for 
some time, men being frighted by the confusion of their 
languages from living there; yet Nimrod, a bold man, 
came and made this the scat of his empire : and it is very 
probable, carried on that work which was broke off by the 
dispersion. For it is not said, (Gen. x. 10.) that he built 
Babel, (as he did Nineveh, and other cities, ver. 11.) but 
only that it was " the beginning of his kingdom," the head 
city, where he made his residence. 
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Ver. 9. Therefore is the name of it called Babel.'] Which 
signifies in Hebrew confusion; so frivolous is their conceit 
who make it to have been called by this name, from Baby- 
lon, the son of Belus. All the difficulty is to know who 
called it by this name. Some think the children of Heber, 
in whose family the original language continued ; but it 
may be as rationally conceived, that, in the confusion of 
languages, all retained some of the ancient words, and parti- 
cularly this, by which they all commonly called this place. 

Confound the language of all the earth.] That is, the 
language of all those people who were in this western co- 
lony; not the language of Noah, and his plantation more 
easterly, who kejO:, as I said, the primitive language. 

Scatter them abroad upon the face, &c] This dispersion 
was so ordered, that each family and each nation dwelt by 
itself; which could not well be done, as Mr. Mede ob- 
serves, but by directing an orderly division ; either by cast- 
ing of lots, or choosing according to their birthright, after 
portions of the earth were set out according to the number 
of their nations and families. For otherwise, some would 
not have been content to go so far north as Magog did; 
and others suffered to enjoy more pleasant countries. 

Ver. 10. These are the generations of Shem.] It appears 
from the foregoing chapter, that these here mentioned were 
not all the persons who descended from him ; but these 
were the ancestors of Abram, whom Moses derives by 
these from Shem. 

• Ver. 11. Lived, after lie begat Arphaxad, five hundred 
years.] So that, as he had seen Methuselah and Lamech 
before the flood, he might also see, not only Abram, but 
his son Isaac, who by this account was one-and-twenty 
years old when Shem died. 

Ver. 14. Begat Eber.] Who was the father of those from, 
whom came the Hebrew nation; Abram being descended 
from him in the sixth generation. And that nation being 
called Eber, (Numb.xxiv. 24.) and "the children of Eber," 
(Gen. x. 21.) it is not reasonable, as I observed before, to 
seek for any other derivation of the name of Hebrews. 

Ver. IG. Peleg, or Phaleg.] It is not unlikely that either 
he, or some of his posterity in memory of him, gave name 
to a town upon Euphrates called Phalga ; not far from the 
place where Chaborus runs into it, upon which Harah (or 
Charrah) stood, built -by Haran, Abram's brother. 

Ver. 18. Reu.] (or Ragau f as some pronounce the He- 
brew word) gave name to a field near Assyria, (Judith i. 5.) 
or, as Tobit saith, in Media; where Strabo mentions a 
city called Raga, and so doth Steph^nus, 'Pdya ttAic cv 
Mb»%. In the hundred and thirtieth year of his life, if we 
may believe Elmacinus, (p. 29.) Nimrod began to reign in 
Babylon ; and in his days also, he says, the Egyptian king* 
dom began. Which need not seem strange, though scarce 
two hundred years were passed since the flood, when wc 
consider the vast increase of people in these ages, from a 
few planters, within such a compass of time; and likewise 
the extraordinary fruitfulness which God after the flood 
bestowed upon them for the peopling of the earth. For 
he says twice to Noah and his sons, immediately after they 
came out of the ark, " Increase and mnltiply, (xi. 1. 7.) 
and replenish the earth." From this antiquity of the 
Egyptian kingdom, it is, that the later Pharaohs called 
themselves " the sons of ancient kings," (Isa. xix. 11.) 

-InRcu'stimc also/both the Egyptians and Babylonians 

VOL. I. 



now began to make images and worship them, if Patricides 
may be credited. See Hotting. Smegma Orient, cap. 8. n. 10. 

Ver. 20. Begat Serug.] From whom (Bochartris thinks) 
some of his descendants might call the city Sarug : which 
the Arabian geographer says was near to Charne, or Ha- 
ran. He first began to celebrate every year th6 memory 
of famous men, after they were dead, and commanded 
them to be honoured as benefactors, if we may believe 
Suidas, in the word ^epi/^, and Damascen, and a long roll 
of other authors mentioned by Jacobus Gcuslus, (par. i. 
cap. 2. De Victimis Humanis.) 

Ver; 22. Begat Nahor.] The same writers say, that 
idolatry increasing much in his days, there was a great 
earthquake (the first that had been observed) which over- 
turned their temples, and broke their images in Arabia. 

Ver. 24. Terah.] Whom they make to have been an 
idolatrous priest; but to have repented and been converted 
to the worship of the true God. See ver. 31. 

Ver. 26. And Terah lived seventy years, and begat 
Abram, Nahor, and Haran.] i. e. He was seventy years old 
before he had any children, and then had three sons one 
after another; who are not set down in the order wherein , 
they were born. For Abram's being first named doth 
not prove him to have been the' eldest sou of Terah, no 
more than Shem's being first named among Noah's three 
sons, proves him to have been the first-born, (ix. 18.) For 
there are good reasons to prove that Abram was born 
sixty years after Haran; who was the eldest son; having 
two daughters married to his two brothers, Nahor and 
Abram; who seems to be the youngest, though named 
first, both her6 and in the next verse, because of his pre- 
eminence. See ver. 32. 

Ver. 28. Haran died before his father, &c] In his own 
country (as it here follows), out of which he did not go, as 
the rest of his family did. 

In Ur of the Chaldees.] That part of Mesopotamia 
which was next to Assyria, is called the land of the Chal- 
dees. For Ur, as Abarbinel observes, was in Mesopotamia; 
lying in' the way from Tigris to Nisibis. And therefore 
St. Stephen makes Mesopotamia and the land of the Chal- 
dees the very same, (Acts vii. 2. 4.) Eupolemus, indeed, 
as Bochart notes, places this Ur, from whence Abram 
came, (ver.'31.) in Babylon; but Ammianus : speaks of an 
Ur in Mesopotamia, situated as beforementioned ; which 
wc have reason to think was the place from whence Abra- 
ham came, because from thence to Canaan the way lay 
straight through Charran (or Haran), but it did not do so 
"if he came from Babylon. And no good account can be 
given why he should go about through Mesopotamia and 
Charran, when there was a shorter way through Arabia, if' 
he came from Babylon. 

Ver: 29. The father of Iscah.] i. e. Of Sarai, whom 
Ahram married ; she being his eldest brother's daughter, 
sister to Lot. For Haran had three children, Lot, (ver. 27.) 
and Milchah, whom Nahor married, and Sarah, whom 
Abram married. That is, Haran dying, the two remain- 
ing brethren married his two daughters. For if we should ' 
understand any body else by Iscah but Sarah, there is no 
account whence she descended; which Moses sure would 
not have omitted, because it very much concerned his na* 
tion to know from whom they came, both by tho father's 
and the mother's side. It is no wonder she should have 
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two names ; one, perhaps, before they came out of Chaldea, 
and another afler. * 

Ver. 31. Went forth from Ur of the Chaldees.] See what 
was said ver. 26, unto which 1 have nothing to add but 
this, that this country was so famous for superstition, that 
the Chaldeans, in Daniel's time, were reckoned as a distinct 
sort of diviners from magicians, astrologers, and sooth- 
sayers, or sorcerers, (Dan. ii. 2. 10. iv. 7. v. 11.) And it 
is likely, from some such sort of men, Terah and his family 
learned the worship of idols, (Josh. xxiv. 2.) But though 
he had been an idolater, yet it may be probably concluded 
from his leaving Ur of the Chaldees, with an intention to 
go to Canaan (as it is here said), that now he was become 
a worshipper of the true God. For what should move him 
to it, but obedience to the Divine direction which Abram 
received (as we read in the next chapter), to which he 
would not have agreed, if he had not believed in God ; as 
Lot, it is plain, did, whom he took along with him? That 
w^ord is much to be remarked, which makes him the princi- 
pal agent in their removal; Abram himself being go- 
verned by his motion: for Moses says, "He took Abram, 
and Lot, the son of Haran," &c. And though Nahor 
did not now go along with his father to Haran (being left 
behind, perhaps to look after some concerns), yet afterwards 
he followed him, with all his family; as appears from 
chap.xxvii. 43. and the following chapter. And he also 
forsook idolatry; for Rebekah his grandchild was married 
to Isaac, and his great-grandchildren, Rachel and Leah, 
nay, their father Laban, seem to have been worshippers of 
the true God (though with a mixture of some superstition), 
for he makes mention of Jehovah upon several occasions, 
(Gen. xxiv. 31. 50, 51.) 

And they came unto Haran.] It is possible that Terah 
going from Ur to Canaan, and staying in this place called 
the city Xappai, Charr<e, after the name of his son Haran 
(orCharan), who died a little before, (ver. 28.) For both 
the Greek and Roman writers call a city, famous for the 
death of Crassus, by the name of Charrse; situate on a 
river of the same name. It is likely from Abram's bro- 
ther were derived both the name of the river and of the 
city, which the Arabians to this day call Charan, or 
Charran. 

And dwelt there.] It is plain he intended to go to Canaan, 
and not to settle here ; but being arrested with the sickness 
of which he died, could go no further. 

Ver. 32. And the days of Terah were hvo hundred and five 
years.] Moses doth not sum up the years of any man's life 
mentioned in this chapter, (as he doth in chap, v.) but only 
of Terah's. Which he doth on purpose that we may know 
when this new period of time began, (of Abram's leaving 
his own country, and thereby becoming the father of the 
faithful), which we are not to count from the time when 
Terah began to have children, (ver. 2G.) but from the time 
of his death ; immediately after which Abram went on 
towards Canaan. See Usser. Chronol. cap. 3. and cap. 7. 
From this also we learn when Abram was born. * For, 
if seventy-five years (which was Abram's age when his 
father died, and he went from Haran, xii. 4.) be subducted 
from two hundred and five, it is manifest that he was born 
when his father was a hundred and thirty years old: that 
is, threescore years after his brother Haran, as I said on 
ver. 26. 



CHAP. XII. 

JtX ANY ancient authors speiric of Abram, as Josephus 
observes, and out of him Eusebius, who names others 
also, (lib. ix. Frcepar. Evang. cap. 16, 17, &c.) All that 
I shall note is, that one great design of Moses being to 
lead the Jews to understand the genealogy of this noble 
ancestor of theirs, he hastens to it; relating other matters 
briefly, but spending many pages about him. .For he com- 
prises, for instance, the history of the world from the crea- 
tion to the flood, containing one thousand six hundred and 
fifty-six years, in the compass of six chapters ; but bestows 
on the history of Abram nineteen chapters, though it con- 
tain no longer space of time than a hundred and seventy- 
five years. 

Ver. 1. Now the Lord had said unto Abram.] While 
he lived in Ur of the Chaldees ; from whence it is certain 
he called him while his father was alive, (xi. 31.) We are 
not told how he spake to him; for here is no mention, as 
Maimonides observes, (par. ii. cap. 41.) of his speaking in 
a dream, or a vision, or by the hand of an angel; but only 
simply and absolutely that "the Lord said to him." By 
a voice, when he was awake, I suppose, from the Scheclii- 
nab, or Divine Majesty; for St. Stephen saith expressly, 
" the God of glory appeared to him, before he dwelt in 
Charran," (Acts vii. 2.) 

Get thee out of thy own country , &c] Which began a 
good while ago to be infected with idolatry, (see xi. 18. 22.) 
some of Shem's posterity forgetting the Creator of all, and* 
worshipping the sun as the great God, and the stars as 
lesser gods. So Maimonides, in his More Nevoch. (par. iii. 
cap. 29.) where he saith the Zabii relate in one of their 
books (which he there names), that Abram contradicting 
their worship, the king of the country imprisoned him, and- 
afterward banished him into the utmost parte of the east, 
and confiscated all his estate. A tale invented to take away 
from him the honour of his voluntary leaving his country, 
and. to discredit this sacred history, which tells us he di- 
rected his course quite another way, towards the west. 
Abarbinel, and others, will not* have this call of God to 
Abram to have been when he was in Ur, but after they 
came to Haran; to which he fancies Terah came, because 
of some misfortunes he had in Ur. But this is invented to 
contradict St. Stephen, (Acts vii. 2.) with whom Aben 
Ezra agrees, who expounds these words of his calling out 
of Ur. For it is hard to find any other reason why. he 
designed to go to Canaan, (xi. 31.) the place whither he 
went after Terah was dead. 

Into a land that I ivill shew thee.] He had the Divine 
direction, it seems, all along, to conduct him in his journey. 
But it argued, as the apostle observes, a greatfaith in Gad, \ 
that he would follow him, not knowing the country to 
which he would lead him. 

Ver. 2. And I will make of thee a great nation.] First, . 
by multiplying his posterity, and then by making them a 
select, peculiar people; whom he distinguished, by his 
favours, from all other nations. So it follows : 

I will bless thee.] Bestow many benefits both temporal 
and spiritual upon them. 

And make thy name great.] Make him famous through- .. 
out the world; as he is to this day, not only among the 
Jews, but among Christians and Mahometans. So Mai- 
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monides observes, that all mankind admire Abram, even 
they that are not of his seed. 

And thou shall be a blessing.] Others shall.be the better 
for thee ; as Lot was, and the king of Sodora, &e. Or, as 
the Hebrews understand it, thou shalt be so prosperous, 
that when men would wish well to others, they shall use 
thy name, and say, " The Lord bless thee as he did 
Abram." 

Ver. 3. Iivill bless them that bless thee, &c] The highest 
token of a particular friendship which he here contracts 
with Abram (who is called the friend of God) in promis- 
ing to espouse his interest so far, as to have the same 
friends and enemies that he had. Which is the form 
wherein kings and princes make the strictest leagues one 
with another. 

And curse them that curse thee.] Maimonides will have 
it (in the place beforenamed), that the Zabaeans loaded 
Abram with all manner of curses and reproaches (when 
he was sent out of their country), which he bearing pa- 
tiently, God turned upon themselves. 

And in thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed.] 
Which was most eminently fulfilled in Christ. And here it 
must be. remarked that this promise, of blessing all the 
world in Abram, was made to him before he received 
circumcision, while he was in Ur of the Chaldees, and be- 
fore he had any issue, (for Sarai was barren and had no 
child, xi.30.) And therefore before any preference of Isaac 
to Ishmael; or any distinction made between his posterity 
and the rest of mankind : in token that they were all con- 
cerned in this promise ; w r hether descended from Abram, 
or not In short, this promise only limits the birth of the 
Messiah to the seed of Abram; but declares that his 
benefits should be common to all other nations. 
• Ver. 4. So Abram departed, &c] Having stayed some 
time in Haran, where his father fell sick and died, he pro- 
secuted his journey from thence to Canaan, after his father 
was dead. So St. Stephen tells us expressly, (Acts vii. 4.) 
" From thence (e. e. from Charran), when his father was 
dead, he removed him into this land/* &c. It was a won- 
derful effect of Abram's faith (1 observed before) to move 
him to leave his own native country and go to Haran: but 
it was still a greater, after he had travelled a long way from 
Ur hither, to go three hundred miles more from hence to 
Canaan ; a country of which he had no knowledge, nor had 
sent any body before him to discover it: taking his journey 
through the dangerous and barren deserts of Palmyrena; 
and having nothing to support him, but only the promise of 
God : which made him climb over the high mountains, 
either of Libanus, Hermon, orGilead; for in that part of 
the country he entered, as Sir W. Raleigh hath observed.* 
See ver. 5. 

And Lot went with him.] He might conclude, perhaps, 
that Abram, being called in a special manner out of 
Chaldea, was thereby distinguished from the rest of Shem's 
posterity; and that he joining with him in obeying the same 
call, might claim the privilege of fulfilling the promise of 
the Messiah, no less than Abram. 

And Abram was seventy and five years old when he de- 
parted out of Haran.] See xi. ult. 

Ver. 5. And all the souls they had gotten (Hebrew, had 
made) in Haran.] i. e. All the slaves born in their house, 
or bought with their money. The Chaldee paraphrast in- 



terprets this of the proselytes they had won to God : for 
such only would Abram carry with him. And some of 
the Hebrew, doctors are so nice, as to say, that Abram 
instructed the men, and Sarai the women, in the true, re- 
ligion : concerning which he wrote a book (if we may be- 
lieve Maimonides, De Idolol. cap. 1.) and left it to his son 
Isaac. We read also in Pirke Eliezer, cap. 25. that tie took 
a house, which fronted Charran, where, according to the 
ancient piety, he kept great hospitality: and inviting those 
that went in or came out of the town to refresh themselves 
if they pleased, set meat and drink before them; saying, 
" There is but one God in the world." 

And into the land of Canaan they came.] We are told 
before, (xi. 31.)thatTerah went forth to go to this country, 
but could not reach it, as Abrain did: who entered into 
it, at the north part of it, as appears from the following 
part of the story; where we read he went to Sichem, &c. 
and ver. 9. went on " still towards the south." 

Ver. 6. Sichem unto the plain of Moreh.] Or, as Mr. 
Mede, following the LXX. will have it, the oak of Moreh: 
understanding by oak, not only one single oak, but a holt, 
or grove of oaks. See xiii. 18. Where I suppose he intended 
to have fixed his dwelling ; had not the temper of the people, 
who inhabited that country, made it inconvenient. 

And the Canaanite.was then in the land.] It was very 
pertinent to Moses's design, speaking of Abram's passage 
through this country, to tell who was at that timepossessed 
of it. But it is dubious whether he meant by the Canaanite 
a particular people descended from Canaan, as he doth 
xv. 21. or, in general, all the nations which the Israelites 
afterwards destroyed. It seems to me the first of these is 
meant, and that by land he means only that part of the. 
country where Sichem lay, which was then possessed by 
this particular people: for, in the next place , that Abram 
wentto,itissaid, " The Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled 
then in the land," (xiv. 7.) i.e. in that part of the country : 
where we do not read what entertainment Abram met 
withal; but I take it as an argument of Abram's great* 
faith, that he would adventure among such a rough and, 
fierce people, who had no kindness for the posterity of 
Shem upon an old score; and, if the ancient tradition in 
Epiphanius be true, upon a fresh account: for he saith, 
(Hasres. lxvi. n. 84.) that this country called Canaan did 
really belong to the children of Shem, by virtue of the di- 
vision made among the sons of Noah: but the children of 
Canaan had dispossessed them. So that these words, 
" the Canaanite was then in the land," signifies, they.had 
already invaded this country, before Abram came thi-, 
ther. To whom God promising to give it, he only restored 
the posterity of. Shem (from whom Abram descended), 
unto that which the children of Ham had wrongfully 
seized. • : ., 

By all which it is easy to see how frivolous their reasons 
are, who, from this place, conclude Moses did not write this 
book: because these words seem to signify the .writer of 
them lived after tbe Canaanites were thrown out of this 
land: which was after Moses's death. 

If these men had not a greater inclination to cavil, than 
to find out the truth*, they would rather have said the mean- 
ing is, The Canaanite was possessed of this part of tho 
country in Abram's time, though thrown out of it by 
Jacob's sons, (Gen. xxxiv.) before the tinies of Moses. 

12 < 
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Which is another way of explaining these words : against 
which I sec no objection but this, that their prince is 
called an Hivitc, (xxxiv. 2.) To which there is an 
answer, (vcr. 30.) which shews the people were partly 
Canaanitcs. 

Ver. 7. And the Lord appeared unto Abram.] As he 
had done before, (ver. L) but now, it is likely, in a more 
glorious manner ; to establish him in faith and obedience. 

And said unto him, &c] There was a voice came from 
the Schcchinah, or Divine glory, which now appeared to 
him; and told him this was the country he intended to 
bestow upon his posterity. It is very remarkable, that he 
no sooner entered Canaan, but God renewed his promise 
to him, made before he came out of his own country. 

And it is further observable (as we shall see in the fol- 
lowing story), that Abram's obedience was constantly re- 
warded in kind, according to the quality of the service he 
performed : though, in quantity, the reward far exceeded 
the service. Thus, having left his own. country and father's 
house (which was the first trial of his obedience), God pro- 
mises to give him the whole land of Canaan, and to make 
his posterity a mighty nation. See xvii. 6. xxii. 16. 

And there he built an altar, &c] This was so glorious an 
appearance, that it moved him to offer up a solemn sacri- 
fice to God, for which he built an altar here in Sichem. And 
it being the first that he built in this country, it made this 
become the first place that was established for public wor- 
ship, after the Israelites conquered the land of Canaan. 
For here was the sanctuary of God in Joshua's time, near 
tliis very grove where Abram first pitched his tent, and 
built an altar, (Josh. xxiv. 1. 25, 2(>.) It continued famous 
also in after-times, as appears from Judg. ix. C. 

Vcr. 8. And he removed from thence unto a mountain, &c] 
Though the Lord here appeared to him, yet he did not 
think fit to trust himself among the Canaanitcs (who were 
the chief of the wicked nations that possessed this land), or 
he thought fit to see the rest of the country > which God 
promised to give him: and therefore came hither, which, 
was about twenty miles further southward. 

And there he built an altar .] Upon the mountain ; where 
they anciently chose to sacrifice, rather than in other places. 
And, it is likely, God again appeared to him here, to en- 
courage and strengthen him against all his fears : which 
made him build a new altar and offer sacrifices of thanks- 
giving to God, to implore his continued favour. 

And itis observable, that the promise which God made in- 
the former place, (vcr. 7.) he renewed again in this, and more 
atlargc, after he came out of Egypt, (xiii. 3, 4. 14, 15, 1G.) 

On the east of Bethel.] So it was called in after-times. 

Ver. 9. And Abram journeyed, &c] He did- not think 
fit to fix yet in the forenamed place; but made a further 
progress into the southern parts of the country. Yet after 
he had been in Egypt (the story of which follows), lie re- 
turned to this place. 

Vcr. 10. A famine in the land.] Of Canaan. 

lie went down.] Egypt lay low in comparison with 
Canaan. 

To sojourn.'] Not to dwell there : for he doubted not of 
God's promise to him, ofpossessing thcland which he had left. 

Ver. 11. Thou art a fair woman, &c] She was now 
threescore years did: but having comely features, and 
being of a fair complexion (in comparison with the 



Egyptians, who vere sallow), she seemed to be younger 
than sho was. 

Vcr. 12. They will kill me.] Knowing them to bo a libi- 
dinous people, he was afraid they might be tempted to 
make him away, that they might have his wife. 

Ver. 13. Say, thou art my sister.] He himself, upon an- . 
other occasion, explains in what sense she was so, xx. 12. 
Therefore he teaches her not to tell a lie, but to conceal 
the truth. 

Ver. 15. PJiaraoh.] The Egyptian kingdom began about 
three hundred years before this (inthedaysofllagau,xi.l8. 
if the Arabian writers say true) and now was grown to be very 
powerful, by the means of some king of this name; which 
(it appears by this place) was very ancient, and continued 
to be the name of all the kings of Egypt, till the captivity 
of Babylon; and we know not how much longer. Jnst as 
Ptolemy was their name after the times of Alexander; and 
Caesar and Augustus were the names of all the emperors of 
Rome; and Candacc of all the queens of Ethiopia; and 
the like may be observed in several other countries. Lu- 
dolphus takes Pharaoh to be a compound word, signifying 
as much as father of the country : for that is the meaning of 
Phar-ot, in the Ethiopic language; as Pharmui is mother 
of the country. 

The princes also, &c] The courtiers who studied to gra- 
tify their prince's pleasure. 

Was taken into Pharaoh's house.] Into the house of the 
women, it is probable (for the Egyptian kings were now, 
as I said, very great; like those of Persia in after-times), 
intending to make her one of his concubines. 

Ver. 16. Andhelmd sheep, and oxen, &c] By the gift of 
the king; besides those he had of his own before. 

Vcr. 17. And he plagued Pharaoh, &c] Some of the 
Hebrews think they had grievous ulcers, in.thc secret parts; 
which made both him and his servants incapable to enjoy 
either her, or any one else. 

His house.] His courtiers partake of the punishment, be- 
cause they were partners in the intended sin. 

Ver. 18. Why didst thou not tellme, &c] Some think- he 
speaks thus subtilly to Abram> to see what he would, say; 
not knowing yet that she was his wife. Or, that his priests 
and wise men had consulted the oracles about: the cause 
of their plagues. But the simplest account is, that Sarai, 
being interrogated about it, confessed the whole truth. 
Whereupon he expostulated thusiwith Abram; who^being. 
silent, he topk it for granted, that indeed she was his wife. 

Vcr. 19. .Now therefore behold thy wife, &c] He dis- 
claims all intention of abusing another man's wife (so vir- 
tuous they were in thoso days), but would have made her. ( 
his own, (as he saithin the foregoing words, " I might. have • 
taken her to me to wife"); that is, a secondary wife, as the. 
manner was in those days; for it is not likely ho had no 
wife at all before. 

Vcr. 20. Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him y 
&c] Gave strict orders none should hurt him, or any thing 
belonging to him, but conduct him safely, whither ho had 
a mind to go. And accordingly, the next words tell us 
they did. 

.They sent hi?n away, &c] Not with violence, but gave* 
him a safe conduct: sending him away, perhaps, with a 
guard for his security. Such was the generosity of the. 
Egyptian princes in those times. 
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Ver. 1. J-NTO the south. 1 1ritothesouthernpartof Canaan, 
where lie had been before, (xii. 9.) 

Ver. 2. Very rich, Sec.'] His riches were increased since 
he went into Egypt, by the bounty of Pharaoh, (xii.lG.) 
and (if we could believe Josephus, lib. i. Antiq. cap. 8.) 
by the rewards he had for teaching them several pieces of 
learning, which he brought out of Chaldea. The author of 
Schalsch. Hakkab. quotes Eusebius's Proepar. Evang. lib. ix; 
cap. 4. to prove this. And, indeed, I find Eusebius quoting 
Josephus in the sixteenth chapter of that book; who says 
he taught arithmetic and astrology, of which the Egyptians 
were ignorant before: and in the seventeenth chapter Eu- 
polemus, who says that Abram was familiarly conversant 
with the Egyptian priests at Hcliopolis (when he went 
thither by reason of the famine in Canaan), and taught them 
many things; particularly the celestial sciences, which he 
calls astrology; i. e. the knowledge of the stars. 

Ver. 3. Unto Bethel, &c.] Which was the second place 
whereinhe dwelt, after his first entrance into Canaan,(xii.8.) 

Ver. 4. Unto the place of the altar, &c] This seems to 
intimate that the altar itself was either fallen or thrown 
down. Some think demolished by Abram himself, when 
he left the place; others by the Canaanites when he was 
gone. 

And there Abram called on the name of the Lord.] Com- 
mended himself, and all he had, to God's protection; who 
had promised to bestow this country upon him. Perhaps 
he built the altar again, and offered sacrifice thereon. 

Ver. 5. And Lot also, &c] God had blessed him likewise, 
as a faithful companion of Abram in his tracers'; and 
partaker also of his faith. 

Ver. 6. The land was not able to bear them, &c] Tftere 
was not sufficient pasturage for them both, in that part of 
the country. 

Ver. 7. And there ivas a strife, &c] Wealth commonly 
breeds contentions. Yet here was no difference between the 
masters, but between their servants: each endeavouring 
to get the best pastures, and the best watering places fdr 
their flocks* 

And the Canaanite and the Perizzite, &c] This part of 
the country was inhabited by the people peculiarly called 
Canaanites, and by the Pcrizzitcs, (a very rugged and bar- 
barous nation, sec xv. 20.) among whom contention would 
have been dangerous, at least very scandalous. 

Ver. S. Abram said to Lot. J The best, the wisest, and 
men of greatest experience in the world, arc most inclined' 
to peace, and most yielding in order to it 

Lettherebeno strife between me and thee, &c] There had 
been none yet; but their servants' quarrel might have 
proved theirs at last. 

And between my herdsmen, &c] And here signifies or: 
as xix. 12. Exod. xii. 5. 

For we are brethren.] Near kiiiSrricn, whom the Hebrews 
call brethren. 

Ver. 9. Isnot the landbefore thee.] There is room chough, 
though not here, yet in other parts of the country : now, 
since we cannot remain together, take thy choice which way 
thou wilt go, &c. A wonderful condescension in Abram, 
to let the younger, and least in estate, please himself. And 



he did not desire Lotto leave the country, but only to settle 
himself in what part of it he liked best; that he itiight be 
near to help him, as lie did afterwards. 

Ver. 10. Behold all the plain.of Jordan, &c.] A fruitful 
and pleasant country, well watered by the streams of 
Jordan : which in many windings and turnings run through 
it, and at some times overflowed it; which made the grourid 
very rich. And therefore Moses compares this plain (6 the 
garden of Eden, (as most understand those words, "the 
garden of the Lord") which was well watered by a river 
running through it; and to the land of Egypt, which is fat- 
tened by the overflowing of Nile, as this was by the over- 
flowing of Jordan. 

As thou contest to Zour.] These words arc nbt to be re- 
ferred to "the ItiM of Egypt," immediately foregoing (from 
which Zoar was St & great distance), but to those words in 
the beginning; u a plain well watered every wtfere ;" even* 
to' the utmost skirts of it, tvhich was Zoar. 

Ver. 11. And Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan.] He 
was invited by the richness of the soil, without Tegard to 
the manners of the people; which proved afterwards a great 
affliction to him. 

And Lot journeyed east.] For the " plain of Jordan" lay- 
east, from Bethel, where they now were. 

Ver.- 12. And Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, &c] 
In that part of the country where the people peculiarly 
called Canaanites (vet. 7. and xii. 6.) were seated : other- 
wise, if " the land of Cari&an" be taken largely, the " plain 
of Jordan" was also a part of it. 

Ver. 13. Therhen of Sodom were wicked, &c] Their sins 
were grown ripe for punishment; having been brought (as 
it ^Verc) "before the Lord;" and sentenced at his tribunal 
to the judgment which shortly after befel them. 

Ven 14.' And tlie Lord said unto Abram, &C.] If is 
likely the Lord appeared again to him, (as he had done 
formerly, xii. 7.) dftcr Lbt was separated from' him : both 
to comfort liim iii his absence, by renewing his prdrhise in 
larger words, and to assure him that his posterity/ not 
Lot's, should inherit this country. 

Lift up thine eyes, 8cc:] He dwelt now, it ii lik"eiy,dp6n 
the mountain, which was on the cast of Bethel, (^here he 
pitched his tent befdre he went into Egypt, xii; 8.) and re- 
turned to it when he came from thence (ver; 8, 4. of thi# 
chapter), which gave him the advantage of a fair and long 
prospect of the country every way. 

Ver. 15. Fdr all the land thou seest, &c.] Thritwhole 
country, sortie parts of which he saw a great way, in every 
quarter of it; and all the rest contiguous to them, were 
hereby assured to him* 

Fdr ever.] It doth not signify strictly time without, end : ; 
butaveTylong period:' The Jews, ifideed, say that tiife" 
world olatn, when it is Written full, as they speak, that is, 
with van, denotes eternity; though, without van, they 1 
confess it signifies only a long tinie: but this small obser- 
vation is quite overthrown by many examples to the con^ 
trary. For (Exod. xv. 18.) where the Lord is said to reign 
for ever, this word olam is without a van, and yet denotes 
eternity. And (Dcut. xv. 17.) where it is said, " he shall 
be thy servant for ever," it is written with a vau, and yet 
denotes only a term of fifty years at the most. 

Ver. 1G. I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth, 
&c] More than could be contained in that land. 
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Ver. 17. Arise, walk through (he land, &c] He would 
have him, for his satisfaction, go and view it all more 
nearly in every part of it. Or, he gives hiin leave (if he 
desired to understand more fully both the quality and 
quantity of the inheritance he bestowed on him) to go and 
survey it : promising he would protect and preserve hiin 
in his perambulation. Nay, some look upon this as giving 
him a warrant to take possession of the country, though 
he should not yet enjoy it. 

. Ver. 18. Then Abrani removed his tent.'] To a place 
about twenty-four miles from Bethel, where he was be- 
fore. 

And dwelt in the plain.] Here the word we had before 
(xii. 6.) is in the plural number; and is taken by many for 
oaks, i.e. for an oaken grove : so the Arabic interpreter. 
The LXX. translate it -rrapd t$v tyvv, by the oak, in the sin- 
gular number ; for there seems to have been one oak more ! 
eminent than the rest: under which Abram pitched his 
tent, and built an altar unto the Lord. 

This is confirmed by xviii. 1. compared with ver. 8. 
And indeed the ancients very much reverenced an oak, 
and therefore planted this tree very frequently. Jacob 
buried the idolatrous trumpery of his family under an oak, 
(xxxv. 4.) which was by Schechem, where the place of 
public worship seems to have been fixed in Joshua's time, 
(Josh. xxiv. 1. 26.) The angel of the Lord also appeared 
to Gideon under an oak (Judg. vi. 11. 19. 25. ix. 6.) And 
of all other trees, an oak was held most sacred by the 
heathen ; particularly by the Druids. (See Pliny, lib. xvi. 
cap. 44. Max. Tyrius, Dissert. 34.) And Pausanias, in 
his account of Arcadia, says, . the ancients made the 
images of their gods of oak, being the most durable 
wood. 

This oak, some fancy, was in being in the time of Con- 
stantine, and there was great resort to it. (See Sozomen, 
lib. ii. cap. 4.) Here Abram dwelt a long time, and 
rnany great things passed here, before he removed to auy 
other place. 

Mamre.] Was the name of a man among the Amorites, 
as appears from the next chapter, ver. 13. 

JVIiich is in Hebron.] Or, rather, by or near Hebron (for 
so the particle beth is often used), which was a very an- 
cient city, built seven years before Zoar; i. e. the famous' 
city of. Tanis in Egypt, (Numb. xiii. 22.) It was called 
Arba, or Kirjath-Arba at the first, (xxiii. 2.) but in Moses's 
time, Hebron. There are those, indeed, who say it was 
not called Hebron till the time of Joshua,, who gave it to 
Caleb for his portion : (Josh. xv. 13. 15.) and thence con- 
clude this passage was not wrote by Moses, but put in by 
some other hand, after his time. But I see not the least 
proof of this assertion, that Caleb was the first who gave it 
this name. His grandson, mentioned 1 Chron. ii. 42, 43. 
may rather be thought to have taken his name from this 
place, than to have given a name to it. Besides, there 
have been two occasions of giving one and the same 
name; as appears by what is said of Beersheba, (xxi. 
31. xxvi. 33.) And therefore this city might have the 
name of Hebron in Moses's time ; and it might be con- 
firmed in Joshua's. 



CHAP. XIV. 

Ver. 1. JjLnD it came to pass,$cc] It is very easy to give 
an account of this war, which the kings of the cast made 
upon the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah, &c. if what was 
said before (xii. 6.) be admitted; that the Canaanites had 
invaded the rights of the children of Shem, and gotten pos- 
session of a country belonging to them ; which they now 
endeavoured to recover (as they had attempted before, ver* 
4.) For Elam, of which Chedorlaomer was king, descended 
from Shem, (Gen. x. 22.) 

Amraphel king of Shhiar.] i. e. King of Babylon, as it 
is commonly understood. But it cannot well be thought 
that so potent a king as he is supposed to have been in 
those days, should need any associates in a war against 
such petty princes as those mentioned ver. 2. Or, that 
the king of Elam, (whose quarrel this was, as appears 
from ver. 4.) should not be able of himself to grapple 
with them : or, that the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah, &c. 
durst have adventured, with a handful of people, in com- 
parison, to rebel against him, after he had brought them 
under his subjection. Therefore, we must either take 
Amraphel to have been some small prince in the country 
of Shinar, i. e. Assyria ; or, if he were king of Babylon, 
that monarchy was not very great in the days of Abram. 
And we must also look upon the rest as names of some 
particular places (like Sodom and Gomorrah) over which 
Arioch and Chedorlaomer reigned ; who were such kings 
as those in Canaan when Joshua conquered it : or else, 
commanders of colonies, which they had led out of Assyria 
and Persia, and settling thereabouts, endeavoured to en- 
large their plantations: as the manner was in those and 
in succeeding times; when the captains of a troop, and 
leaders of a small body of men, were called princes or 
kings. 

Arioch king ofEllasar.] There was a city (mentioned by 
Stephanus, de Urbibns) called Ellas, in Coelo-Syria, on the 
borders of Arabia; where Arioch perhaps commanded. 

Chedorlaomer king of Elam.] Concerning this* country 
see x. 22. where Chedorlaomer was either governor of some 
little province or city, or a commander of some troop of 
that nation.. 

Tidal king of nations.] Some take gojini in this place, 
which we translate nations, for a country or city. But it is 
more agreeable to the common use of the word in Scrip- 
ture, to take it to signify a people: who either wanted a 
fixed habitation, or were gathered out of sundry regions. 

Thus, part of Galilee being inhabited by a mixed people 
of divers countries, was thence called " Galilee of the na- 
tions," or gentiles, (Matth. iv. 15.) There were also, as 
Sir W. ttaleigh observes, several petty countries which 
adjoined to Phoenicia (viz. Palmyrena, Batanca, Apamena, 
Laodicene, &c. which lay towards Mesopotamia on the 
north, and Arabia on the east), over which we may suppose 
Tidal reigned. Eupolemus, an ancient Greek writer, re- 
lating this story, calls them Armenians, who made this in- 
road upon the Phoenicians, as Eusebius tells us out of 
Alexander Polyhistor. lib. ix. Prsepar. Evang. cap. 17. 

Ver. 2. These made war zoith Bera king of Sodom;, &c] 
They were lords of the country called Pentapolis, or five 
cities : which were so small, that there was no need to 
bring a great king from beyond Tigris, with such a mighty 
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monarch as he of Babylon is thought now to have been, and 
several other nations between these kings and Euphrates, 
to subdue their petty province. It had been madness also 
for these kings to resist such powerful armies as the eastern 
kings are commonly supposed to have brought against 
them. And therefore I think it reasonable, by the kings 
in the first verse, to understand some such petty princes 
as those mentioned in the second. 

Ver. 3. Valley of Siddim.] The five cities stood in this 
goodly valley, which now is the Salt-Sea or Lake; since 
the overthrow of these cities by fire and brimstone from 
heaven. Some will not have Siddim a proper name, but 
translate it ploughed lands; in which this valley was very 
rich. 

Ver. 4. Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, &c] 
This shews he was the principal in this .war: and if he 
had been king of all that country called Elam, we cannot 
think he would have passed through so great a part of the 
world as Assyria, Mesopotamia, and part of Arabia, to 
conquer five towns : all whose riches could not counter- 
vail the charge, though he had sent only one of his lieu- 
tenants, with a small force, to bring them under. 

Ver. 5. Smote the Rephaims.] In their way to Sodom 
they subdued these warlike people, who, it is likely, op- 
posed their passage into Pentapolis. And these Rephaims, 
it appears by xv. 20. were a part of Canaan's posterity, 
situate (as one may gather from Josh. xii. 4.*xiii. 12.) on 
the other side Jordan, in Bashan, or Batanea. They were 
of a giant-like stature: and therefore the LXX. here and 
in other places, instead of Rephaim, have giants. 

Ashtaroth-Karnaim.] It is plain from the forenamed 
place, and from Deut. i. 4. that Ashtaroth was a place in' 
Bashan. Whether so called because the goddess Astarte, 
u 'e. Diana or Juno, was here worshipped, nobody can 
resolve. They that are of this opinion fancy that Kar- 
naim, which in Hebrew signifies two-homed, denotes the 
new moon. But this word may as well denote that Ash- 
taroth was a city in the form of a half moon. 

And the Zuzims.] Another warlike people thereabouts : 
who, some think, are the same with the Zamzummims, 
(Deut. ii. 20.) 

Tlie Emims.] It appears from Deut. ii. 9, 10, &c. that' 
these were also a gigantic people, and near neighbours to 
the Horites, mentioned in the next verse. For the Emims 
possessed Ar and the field of Kirjath-Jearim ; and the 
Horites possessed Mount Seir; till the former were driven 
out by the Moabites, and the latter by the children of 
Esau : and then the country of the Emims was called 
Moab, and the country of the Horites was called Edom. 

Ver. 7. And they returned.] From the conquest of the ' 
forenamed people. 

And came to En-mishpat.] Fell upon this country, which 
was called afterward by this name, because God here 
judged the Israelites for their murmurings and contention 
with Moses. From whence also it was called Kadesh, 
because here the Lord was sanctified among them. (Numb. 
xx. 13.) , 

All the country of the Amalekiies.] The country which 
was afterwards possessed by the Amalekites, who were not 
yet in being; for they were the descendants of Esau, as 
Moses shews, (Gen. xxxvi. 16.) 

And also the Amorites, ivho dwelt in Hazezon-Tamer.] 



Which is the' same with En-Gaddi, near the Dead Sea, 
(2 Chron. xx. 2.) 

Ver. 10. Full of slime-pits.'] Into which they hoped their 
enemies might* fall, 5 and so be broken: which made them 
draw up their army, and wait for Ihem in this place. 

And the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled.] Were 
routed, as we now speak. Of the word slime, see xi. 3. 

And fell there,] i. e. A great slaughter was made of their 
armies ; for they themselves escaped it appears by the - 
following part of the story. Some will have it, that many 
of them fell into those slime-pits, in which they hoped to 
have seen their enemies plunged. But the simplest sense 
is, many of them were slain, and the rest, as it follows, 
escaped to the mountain: but made such ill use of their 
preservation, from being killed with their fellows, that they 
only lived to suffer a greater vengeance. 

• Ver. 11. And they took all the goods, &c] This is a fur- 
ther proof that Chedorlaomer, and the rest of his confede- 
rates in this war, were but petty princes (like the kings of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, &c), for, having broken the army 
of the five kings, they rested contented, and marched away 
with the prisoners and booty; but took not one of their, 
cities : which, if they had been such great kings as is ima- 
gined, they would have certainly sacked, and perhaps 
burnt, if they had not thought fit to keep them. But we - 
read (ver. 17.) the king of Sodom still reigned after this 
victory, and went out of his city to meet Abram. 
• Ver. 12. And they took Lot, &c] Who is here called 
<( his brother's son," and ver. 14. and 1G. "Abram's bro- * 
ther." This was the foundation of Abram's quarrel with 
the four kings ; whose war was just against the king of 
Sodom and his confederates: but they unjustly seized 
upon Lot and his goods, who was but a sojourner in that 
country, and had no hand in their revolt. 

Who dwelt in Sodom.] In the country of Sodom, where- 
he hired some ground for his cattle; but it is not likely he 
yet dwelt in the city (for then he had not been taken captive), 
but afterwards for, more security, betook himself thither. 

Ver. 13. Told Abram the Hebrew.] So called from his 
ancestor Heber, as was before observed. To which may 
bemadded, that if he had been called by this name, as 
many think, only from his passing over the Euphrates 
(which the* LXX. took to be the reason, when they trans- * 
lated it, ireparrjc), it would not have descended to all his 
posterity, who did not come from beyond the river. So 
little a thing as that would not have given a name to a r - 
whole and eminent nation; who are usually denominated 
from some eminent progenitor. 

And these were confederate with Abram.] The three 
forenamed families M T ere near neighbours to Abram;- 
who, it is likely, farmed (as we now speak) some ground ' 
of them: and so entered into a league of mutual defence, ~ 
having the same interest. I should think also, that, having 
the priest of the Most HigJi God not far from them;'(ver. 
18.) they were good, pious people (rather than conclude, '* 
as I find some do, that they were utter strangers to the 
true religion), which made Abram more forward to em- 
brace, if not to court, their friendship. For the sins of * 
the Amorites being not yet full, (xv. 1G.) there might be 
some remainders of true piety among them: and it is no- 
argument, that because these three -families were of that* 
nation, they were wicked idolaters. 
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Vcr. 14, Armed his trained servants.'] Drew forth a se- 
lect number of his servants, whom he had instructed to 
handle arms, in case of any assault by robbers or inju- 
rious neighbours. Wc read before (xii. 5.) of the servants 
they brought with them from llaran; and now they were 
more increased, as their cattle were (xii. lp. xiii. 2. 6.) so 
Uiat he might well 'make a little army out of them. 

And pursued them to Dan.'] As far as that place, where 
one of the heads or springs of Jordan breaks forth, called 
Dan, as Josephus relates, where he speaks of this very 
history, (lib. i. Antiq. cap. 10.) This plain and short ac- 
count of this word Dan, overthrows tho argument which 
cavillers draw from hence to prove that Moses did not 
write this book, 

Vcr. 15. And he divided himself against them, he and his 
servants, by night.] The Vulgar Latin here reads, '.* His 
companions being divided, he fell upon them by night:" 
minding rather the sense than the words. For here is no 
mention of any but Abram and his servants: though it 
appears by the last verse of the chapter, that his confede- 
rates beforementioned, (ver. 13.) Ancr, Eshcol, and Mamre, 
joined with him in this expedition. Which they managed 
with great judgment (for stratagems in war were never 
wanting from the beginning), Abrana and his servants 
making one troop or battalion (as they now speak), anxl 
the confederates making three more. Who, dividing 
themselves, fell upon tho four kings, in the four quarters 
Of their camp; that they might the more distract them, 
and make them apprehend their forces to be more nume- 
rous than indeed they were. They were put also into 
the greater confusion, because this assault was made in 
the night: when, perhaps, they were burie.d, both in wine 
and in sleep. 

Unto Hobah.] Which lay in the vale between Libanus 
and Antilibanus: called by Amos, (i. 5.) the valley o/Aven, 
and Beth-Eden, or the seat of pleasure. In this vale was 
Damascus seated. 

Ver. 16. He brought back all the goods, &c] All the 
prey, whether in money, cattle, or other things, which the 
four kings had carried away. 

The ivomen also, and the, people.] It seems they had 
carried aw r ay all the people, of Pentapolis, who did not 
flee to the mountains or fenced cities ; and [women, in those 
days, w r erc a special part of their, booty. 

Ver. 17, Went out to meet him.] To congratulate his 
victory; and to desire his people might be restored to 
him. 

At the valley of Shaveth.] This seems to have been a 
pleasant place, wherein the king (that is Melchizcdec, I 
guess by what follows) took delight ; whence it was 
called the Kings Dale : in which the King of Sodom met 
Abram; and Melchizcdec entertained him with bread 
and wine. 

Vcr. 18. And Melchizedec] The Jews generally say this 
was Shcm, the son of Noah. But we have reason to look 
upon this opinion as proceeding from their pride and va- 
nity: which could not endure to think the father of their 
nation had any superior in another nation, especially 
among the Canaanites. And therefore* they will have 
Abram to have been blessed by his great ancestor, 
Shcm; to wiiom also he paid tithes: which is a fancy so 
plainly confuted by the apostle to the Hebrews, that.it is 



strange any Christian should follow it. For he saith ex- 
pressly, that Melchizcdec was not yeyta\oyovfieyoc i$ nvrwr, 
(vii.6.) his descent, or pedigree y was not counted from them; 
which is not true of Shcm. Nor could Shcm be said to 
be without father or mother; whose genealogy is evident 
from Adam. Nor w r as Shcm's priesthood, if he had any, 
of a different order from Levi's; who was in his loins, as 
well as in tho loins of Abram. And therefore it could 
not be said that Levi paid him tithes in the loins of Abram, 
but it would be as true that he received tithes in the 
loins of Shcm: for, according to this interpretation, ho 
was in the loins both of him that received tithes, and of 
him that paid them; and so the whole argumentation of 
the apostle falls to the ground. But setting aside these 
and other Christian reasons (which are strongly urged by 
Bochartus, lib. ii. Phaleg. cap. 1.) there is no cause, that 
we can discern, why Moses should call Shcm (whom he so 
often mentions) by any other name than his own; nor is it 
likely that Shcm reigned in the land of Canaan ; which 
now was in the possession of his brother's son: nor could 
Abram be said to sojourn there as in a strange country, 
if his noble ancestor, Shem, had been a king there. Nor 
is this an ancient opinion among the Jews, at least not 
constantly believed: for Josephus says expressly, that 
Melchizedec was Xavavatw Swavrtic, a potentate of the Ca- 
naanites, (lib. vii. de Bello Jud. cap. 18.) And yet it was 
so common, that it went to the Samaritans, as Epiphanius 
tells us, Haeres. lv. n. 6. (though not to the Arabians, who 
say he was the son of Pelcg. See Hotting. Smegma 
Orient. 256. 269. 306.) and many Christians have embraced 
it, merely (as far as I can discern) because they would 
not acknowledge any good man to have been then among 
the- Canaanites. Some heretics held him to be fuyaXrjv 
rtvh Uyaynv, as Epiphanius tells us in the place forcmen- 
tioned, (Numb. I.) Which was the opinion of Hicracas, 
a great scholar and famous physician in Egypt. (Haeres. 
lxvii. n. 3.) And some of the church took him to have 
been the Son of God himself, who then appeared to Abram, 
ev IU% dvdp&irov, in the form of a man. (Hasrcs. lv. 
n. 7.) But the plain truth is, he was a king and priest 
(for those two offices anciently w r ere in the same person) 
in that country: where men w r ere not as yet wholly dege- 
nerated, and fallen from the true religion. 

King of Salem.] It is a great error to think that this 
Salem w r as the same with Jerusalem. For it is plain, as, 
Bochart observes, (lib. ii. Phaleg. cap. 4.) that Salem was 
in the way which led from the valley of Damascus unto 
Sodom : which wc learn from this very place of Scripture. 
And so St. Jerome says, that he learned from the Jews in 
his time, that it was seated on this side of Jordan: and it 
retained its name in our Saviour's days, as appears by the 
story of John's baptizing near Salem. (John iii. 23.) Seve- 
ral of the fathers are of the same mind, quoted by Mr. 
Seldcn in his Review of the History of Tithes, p. 452, 

Brought forth bread and ivine.] This he did as a king, 
not as a priest: for it was not. an act of religion but of 
hospitality. Thus heathens themselves understood this 
history, as wc find by Eupolemus, (quoted by Eusebius, 
lib. ix. cap. 17.) who saith he received Abram as they 
were wont to do strangers, in a city called Argarizin, 
which he interprets the Mount of the Most High. We 
know not in what language it so signifies, or whether it be 
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misprinted for Harellon: but I think the plain sense is, 
that he treated Abram and his followers, by causing 
provisions to be brought forth for their refreshment after 
the fight. For bread and ivine comprehend all sorts of 
provision for their repast : as to eat bread with another, 
in this book, is to feast with him, (xliii. 25.) And thus 
Tertullian, it is certain, understood it ; who saith ex- 
pressly, he brought them forth to Abram, and offered 
them to him, and not to God, (lib. adv. Judaeos, cap. 3.) 
And Epiphanius observes, that the word in the Greek is 
not k-arivtyice but ItfpaXe ; not he offered, but brought out. 
So it seems his copy had it. 

Ver. 19. And he blessed him,] This he did as a priest 
(which office is just beforcraentioned) as he did the other 
as a king. 

Blessed be Abram of the most high God.] He prayed 
God to confirm the blessing, which he had pronounced 
upon him. 

Possessor of heaven and earth.] Rather Creator, as the 
LXX. arid Vulgar Latin translate it. (See Dr. Spencer, 
lib. i. deLeg. Hebr. cap. 4. §. 10. and Lud. de Dieu before 
him, in his notes on this place, and Hotting. Smegma 
Orient, p. 87.) By this and the next verse, wherein he 
gives glory to the most high God for Abram's victory, it 
is apparent that he was a worshipper of the one only true 
God, and maker and governor of all things. To whom 
he also ministered in the office of a priest, who blessed 
men in his name. 

And he gave him.] z. e. Abram gave to MeJchizedec, as 
the apostle explains it, (Heb. vii. 2.) But the words are 
so doubtful as they lie here, that Eupolemus (in the place 
abovementioned) thought Melchizedec had bestowed gifts 
upon Abram. 

Tithes of all] He doth not say of what all; but that 
which goes before leads us to think he means tithes of all 
the spoil, which he had taken from Chedorlaomer, &c. 
For he had nothing else there to tithe, unless it were the 
remainder of the provision he had carried along with him 
in this expedition : all the rest of his own estate being 
many miles off, at Mamre. And thus Josephus interprets 
it, htcarrjy rfjc \«'ac, the tithe of what was gotten by war. 
And thus the apostle himself seems to expound it, (Heb. 
vii.) For having said (ver. 2.) he gave him the "tenth part 
of all;" when he comes to argue from this, he calls it " the 
tenth part of the spoils," (verse 4.) And, indeed, it was a 
very ancient custom to offer to God (whose priest Melchi- 
zedec was) the tenth part of what they took in war. Dio- 
dorus Siculus reports it of the Greeks, and many authors 
of the Romans. From whence we cannot infer, that they 
gave only tithes of such things ; but rather that these were 
extraordinary acknowledgments of God's mercy to them, 
which it was usual to make out of those possessions which 
he had blessed them withal. For why should they give 
tithe of the spoils, if they were not wont to pay tithe 
of other things ? And, therefore, St. Chrysostom makes 
this reflection upon this practice of Abram, that it 
should teach us to be willing and ready to offer unto 
God, a*-a/>\ac, the first-fruits of all that he hath bestowed 
on us. This is confirmed by the story of Jacob, which, 
together with this of Abram, shews plainly the custom 
of paying tithes was before the law of Moses; and that 
pot only of the spoils of war, but of their flocks, com, 
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and other fruit, which Jacob vowed unto God, (xxxviii. 
22.) See there. 

Ver. 21. Give me the persons, &c] A truly generous dis- 
position, becoming a king, to love the persons of his sub- 
jects better than their goods. 

Ver. 22. I have lift up my hand.] i. e, Sworn, as the 
phrase is used in many places, (Exod. vi. 8. Numb. xiv. 
30, &c.) 

Possessor of heaven and earth.'] See ver. 19. 

Ver. 23. I will not take from a thread, &c] i. e. The 
meanest thing. 

/ have made Abram rich.] He would have this to be 
only the work of God ; who promised, a great while ago, 
to bless him, and had now renewed his promise by Mel- 
chizedec. And he would not have it thought that love of 
spoil had carried him to the war ; but only love of justice.. 
In short, here is a most noble example (as Maimonides 
observes, par. iii. More Nevoch. cap. 50.) of contented- 
ness with what he had, of despising riches, and seeking 
praise rather from virtue. 

Ver. 24. Except only that which the young men (i. e. the 
soldiers) have eaten.] For which he did not think it rea- 
sonable they should pay. 

And the portion of them that went with me.] He could 
not bind his confederates by his own act, but left them to 
deal with their countrymen as they pleased : in either 
keeping their share of the spoil, or parting with it, as he 
had done. The Jews truly observe, that they who stayed ( 
with the stuff and carriages, had their portion equal with 
those that fought: as we read in the story of David, (1 Sam. 
xxx. 25.) But it is not certain that this custom was as old 
as Abram's time; which they would gather from this place. 
For here they take the young men for those who fought 
and pursued the enemy: and Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre, 
stayed to guard the carriage. But 1 see no ground for this, it 
being most probable, as I observed before, that they attacked 
the enemy, as well as Abram's servants; and thereby ac- 
quired a title to part of the spoil. But whether we con- 
sider it this way, or the other, Abram could not give away 
their right, when he generously parted with his own. 

CHAP. XV. 

Ver. 1. jA-ND after these things.] After this great victory, 
and his generous refusal of the king of Sodom's offer. 

The word of the Lord came to Abram.] God revealed 
himself more clearly to him. For this is the first time we 
read of "the word of the Lord" coming to him; and of his 
having a vision: that is, being made a prophet, and that 
in a high degree, God revealing his mind to him, not in a 
dream but in a vision ; when he was awake, but having his 
senses (as Maimonides explains it) bound up from their or- 
dinary functions; during the time that the heavenly influ- 
ence came upon his mind, and diffused itself to his imagi n 
nation, where it represented several things to him. (More 
Nev. par. ii. cap. 41.) But these words may be under- 
stood of his having these things represented to him by the 
Divine" Majesty, when he was perfectly awake, aiid used 
all his senses. 

Fear not, Abram.] He heard these words, while he was 
in the ecstacy (according to Maimonides's explication), 
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encouraging his hope in God, that he and Lot should he 
safe from any new invasion by these or any other enemies. 
For, perhaps, there were some rumours abroad of the As- 
syrians recruiting their forces, with an intention to renew 
the war. 

I am thy shield.] I will protect and defend thee. 

And thy exceeding great reward.] Will give thee far 
more than thou hast lately denied to take for my sake. 

Ver. 2. Lord God, tvhat wilt thou give me, &c] What 
good will all the riches in the world do me, if I have not a 
child to inherit my estate ? 

To go childless.] Is to die (to go out of the world with- 
out children), as Luke xxii. 22. " truly the Son of man 
goeth f L c. must die shortly. Pie doth not slight God's 
promise made in the foregoing verse; but only desires 
him to be so gracious as to give him a child for his reward. 

And the steward of my house is this, &c] He that takes 
care of all I have (and therefore deserves best of me), is 
not of my kindred. 

Eliezer of Damascus.] Some think this signifies no more, 
but that he was born of a Syrian woman. 

Ver. 3. And Abram said, &c] He repeats the same 
again, out of a great concern to have God's promise ful- 
filled: which he did not disbelieve, but earnestly longed 
for, moro than for all the riches in the world. 

One born in my house is my heir.] It is likely, that Elitfzer 
was one of their souls (i e. servants) gotten in Haran, 
(xii. 5.) and had been such a wise and faithful manager of 
all things committed to his care, that Abram intended, 
before the promise made to him, to have left him his heir: 
thinking he should have no child of his own, Sarah being 
barren, as we read, xi. 30. 

Ver. 4. And behold, the word of the Lord came to him, 
&c] A new assurance is given him, from the Schechinah, 
or Divine Majesty, that he should have an heir begotten by 
himself. 

Ver. 5. And he brought himforth abroad, and said, &c] 
Maimonides thinks (More Nev. par.ii. cap. 46.) that all 
this which follows was done in a vision : but others will 
have it, that he was really conducted out of his tent into 
the open air, and looked upon the stars. The former 
opinion is more probable, because the sun was not yet 
gone down, (ver. 12.) and therefore the stars were not 
to be seen with the eye, but were represented only in a 
vision. 

So shall thy seed be.] Nehem. ix. 23. He not only pro- 
mises him an heir; but that this heir should have a nume- 
rous posterity. Which, as before (xiii. 16.) he compared 
to the dust of the earth, so here he compares to the stars 
of heaven. Shewing (say some of the Jews) by the former 
their humiliation; and by this their exaltation and advance- 
ment: and indeed, in this chapter, he speaks of both. 

Ver. 6. lie believed in the Lord.] Was fully persuaded 
that God both could and would perform his promise, 
though it seemed to be very difficult, if not impossible, ac- 
cording to the ordinary course of nature: he and Sarah 
both being very old. 

And he counted it to him for righteousness.] The Lord 
esteemed it a most noble act, and high expression of a 
pious confidence in him, (as that act of Phinehas was, in 
aftertimes, Psalm cvi. 31.) and thereupon graciously owned 
him for a. righteous person: though he was not free from 



all sin whatsoever; but was guilty of some that were not 
consistent with perfect righteousness. 

It is here to be considered, that Abram believed this 
promise before (xii. 1, 2, 3, 4.) but now his faith was the 
more remarkable; because, notwithstanding some time had 
passed since the first making of the promise, and he had 
no issue, he still persisted in the belief that God would 
bestow a son upon him, though it grew every day more 
unlikely. 

Ver. 7. I am the Lord that brought thee, &c] He re- w 
minds him of what he had already done for him; that he 
might confirm him in the belief of what he promised far- 
ther to do. 

To give thee this land, &c] To bestow it upon thy chil- 
dren for their inheritance. 

Ver. 8. JFIiereby shall I know, &c] This is not spoken 
doubtingly; for the strength of his faith is highly com- 
mended, but he desires to have it more and more strength- 
ened and confirmed: as some good men did in aftertimes, 
when they were put upon very difficult services. So Gi- 
deon, Judg. vi. 37, &c. 

Ver. 9. And he said unto him, Take me an heifer, &c] i. e. 
Offer unto me (so it should be rendered, as Mr. Mcde ob- 
serves, -book ii. p. 472.) the following creatures: which 
are of four sorts. From whence the Hebrew doctors 
would persuade us, the rise and the fall of the four mo- 
narchies are signified in these words': but it is a better 
observation, that God hereby fore-signified their sins 
should be expiated by sacrifices. For these were the 
creatures, and these alone, which were appointed to be of- 
fered in sacrifice to God, by the law of Moses. And it 
justifies their opinion, who think there were clean and 
unclean beasts, with respect to sacrifice before the law, 
though not with respect to meat. 

Yet here is something singular, that God required Abram 
to offer an heifer of three years old, with a goat and a 
ram of the same age; w r hereas afterwards, under the law, 
they were commonly of one year old. I know not the 
reason of this difference; but certain it is, that a ram of 
three years old is in its full strength, and the vigour of 
its age, as Bochart observes. Whence it is that Lucian 
introduces Ganymede proffering to offer unto Jupiter (if 
he w r ould dismiss him), rbv rpurTi tov ptyav, &c. a ram- of 
three years old, a big one, the leader of the flock. Hiero- 
zoic. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 46. 

A young pigeon.] The Hebrew word gozal, signifies the 
young ones of ring-doves, wood-pigeons, or any other of 
that kind, as he also observes. 

Ver. 10. And he took unto him.] Now we must suppose 
he was come out of his ecstacy ; and really performed all 
that follows, until he fell into it more profoundly than 
before. 

Divided them in the midst.] There is no footstep of this 
rite any where in the Scripture; save only in the prophet 
Jeremy, (xxxiv. 18, 10.) But this place shews it to have 
been very ancient: and St. Cyril, in his tenth book against 
Julian, derives this custom from the ancient Chaldeans. 
As others derive the very word bireth, [IV~\2] which signi- 
fies a covenant, from the word used both here and in 
Jeremy, viz. 1D2, batar> which is the very same by a 
transposition of letters, and signifies to divide, or cut 
asunder. Because covenants w r crc made by dividing a 
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beast, and by the parties covenanting passing between 
the parts of the beast so divided: signifying that so 
should they be cut asunder who broke the covenant. 
Thus Mr. Mede, in the place forementioned, truly ex- 
plains this rite, which was as much as if they had said, 
" Thus let me be divided and cut in pieces, if I violate the 
oath I have now made in the presence of my God." 

We find in Zenobius, that the people called Molotti re- 
tained something of this custom; for they confirmed their 
oaths when they made their covenants, tcaraKoirropTzc *k ra 
piKph tovq fiovg, by cutting oxen into little bits. 

Laid each piece one against another.] So that there was 
a space left between them; through which the parties co- 
venanting might passu Which seems to be meant by 
Homer, when he says, (Iliad. A. ver. 461.) that after the 
priest had prayed to Apollo, the sacrifice was slain and 
flayed, and then they cut it up, 

AiVri/^ft TrootaavTZQ, * 

making duplicates, which were exactly answerable one to 
the other. 

But the birds divided he not.] Thus it was prescribed 
afterwards, (Levit. i. 17.) because they were but an ap- 
pendage to the sacrifice, and their blood was not sprinkled 
upon the altar. It is likely, notwithstanding, that the 
birds were laid one against the other, as the pieces of the 
beasts were. And there being a prophecy of the state of 
Abram's family in future times, (ver. 13, 14.) some fancy 
that the division of these beasts represented the disper- 
sion of his posterity into divers countries. 

Ver. 11. And when the fowls came down, &c] The birds 
of prey. For the Hebrew word ajit, signifies " avis ra- 
pax et carnivora," ravenous birds, that feed on flesh. 
Whence Bochartus thinks an eagle is called in Greek 
'Aztoc, and Akrog, as the principal bird of prey. (Hierozoic. 
par. i. lib. iii. cap. 12.) And by these fowls some think the 
Egyptians are represented, who fell upon the Israelites, as 
rapacious birds do upon dead carcasses, and endeavoured 
to hinder their offering sacrifices unto God. 

Abram drove them away.] He sat by the pieces of flesh 
(as the LXX. translate it) to watch, lest vultures, or such- 
like creatures, should snatch them away. For he looking 
upon them as things hallowed, watched to see what God 
intended in them. 

Ver. 12. A deep sleep, &c] Some would have it, that he 
being tired with the great labour of fetching the sacrifices, 
cutting them up, and watching them, naturally fell into a | 
sleep. But Maimonides, more reasonably, looks upon 
this as the continuance of what was begun before in a vi- 
sion : which at last was converted into a profound sleep, 
wherein things were represented to him in a dream. And 
therefore their wise men say, this was a prophetical sleep. 
More Nevoch. par. ii. cap. 45. 

A Jwrror of great darkness fell upon him.] Prophecy, 
saith the forenamed author, begins sometimes in vision; 
afterwards that terror and vehement passion, which fol- 
low the high working of the imaginative faculty, being mul- 
tiplied, it ends in a deep sleep, as it did here in Abram. 
Such a terror also possessed Daniel in some of his visions, 
while he was awake, (Dan. x. 8.) as the same Maimonides 
observes in the 41st chapter of that book. 

This horror of great darkness, many think, signified the 



dismal condition of Abram's posterity in Egypt: which 
God now represented to him. And this horror coming 
upon him, at the going down of the sun, was, they think, a 
further signification of it. For we say a man's sun is set 
when he falls into great calamities. And it signified, some 
imagined, these calamities should come upon them a great 
while hence. } 

Ver. 13. And he said unto Abram, &c] Here he informs 
him what the state of his family should be from the birth 
of Isaac, (which he had promised to him, ver. 5.) for the 
space of four hundred years. 

Thy seed.] This shews from whence the four hundred 
years were to commence ; viz. from the time of his having 
a son. 

Be a stranger in a land that is not theirs.] i. e. Sojourn 
partly in Canaan and partly in Egypt. There are those, in- 
deed, who fancy Canaan cannot be said to be a land that 
was not theirs, God having bestowed it upon Abram. But 
God himself teaches us otherwise, (Exod. vi. 4.) where he 
calls it, " the land of their pilgrimage, wherein they were 
strangers:" because they were not at present possessed of 
it, though they had a good title to it. 

And they shall afflict them four hundred years.] These 
four hundred years are not to be referred only to what im- 
mediately goes before [they shall afflict them], but to all 
the rest, their sojourning in a strange land, and their be- 
ing in servitude. These three things were to come to pass 
within that space : so that it is as if he had said, " Thy 
seed shall not possess this land till four hundred years 
hence." During which time they shall be sojourners in 
this land and in Egypt; that is, some part of it, and also be 
no better than slaves, nay, endure sore affliction. 
. It must here bo noted, that from the birth of Isaac, 
when these years began, to their deliverance out of the 
Egyptian bondage, was just four hundred and five years: 
but the five odd years are not mentioned; it being the 
manner of all writers to take no notice of broken num- 
bers (as they call them) when they name a round sum. 
Thus the Greek interpreters of the Bible are commonly 
called the LXX. thougli there were seventy-two of 
them. And the Roman writers call those Centumvirl, 
who were in all a hundred and five. And Moses, in ano- 
ther place, (Numb. xi. 21.) saith, " the Israelites were six 
hundred thousand ;" not reckoning the three thousand five 
hundred and fifty above that number, as appears from 
Numb. i. 46. and ii. 32. 

If it seems a difficulty, that their sojourning is said in 
Exod. xii. 40. to have been four hundred and thirty years, 
it is removed by considering, that in those years is comJ 
prehended the time of Abram's sojourning also, as well 
as his seed. And it was just twenty-five years from his 
coming into Canaan to the birth of Isaac, which, added 
to four hundred and five years beforementioned, make up 
the number of four hundred and thirty. And this is so ex- 
actly true, that if we divide the sum of four hundred and 
thirty into equal parts, it is computed by the best of the 
ancient as well as later writers, that the Hebrew nation 
sojourned just two hundred and fifteen years in Canaan, 
(reckoning that short time Abram Ayas in Egypt, chap, 
xii.) and as many after they went into Egypt. See Usser. 
Chronol. Sacra, cap. 10. 
Ver. 14. I will judge.] i. e. Punish them. 
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Vcr. 15. Go to thy fathers,] L e. Die, and depart to the 
other world. 

In peace.*] And sec none of the forenamed calamities. 

Ver. 16. The iniquity of the Amorites, &c] Abram now 
lived among the Amorites, (xiv. 13.) But under their name 
are comprehended all the other nations of Canaan. Who 
were very wicked; but God forbare them till their wiek- 
"edncss had overflowed tho whole country, and that to the 
greatest height. Their most heinous iniquities were abo- 
minable idolatries, cruelty, beastly filthiness, to a prodigi- 
ous excess, (Levit. xviii. 22, 23. &c.) See Theodorct upon 
Psalm cv. 44. and P. Fagius on Levit. v.l. 

But in Abram's time their iniquity was not full: i e. 
there were several good men still remaining among them, 
as Mamrc, Eshcol, and Aner seem to have been, who 
were confederate with Abram; and Melchizcdec certainly 
was, who, being priest of the most high God, had some 
people sure worshipped together with him: and there- 
fore God stayed till there was an universal corruption, and 
they were all ripe for destruction. For we read of none 
but Rahab, whose faith saved her and her family, when 
the time of their destruction came. 

Ver. 17. Behold a smoking furnace.] If the great horror, 
(ver.12.) represented the extreme misery of the children of 
Israel in Egypt, then this seems to signify God's vengeance 
upon the Egyptians, for oppressing them in the furnaces 
wherein they wrought, (Exod. ix.*6.) 

A burning lamp, or a lamp of fire.] i.e. The Sehechinali, 
or Divine Majesty, appeared in great splendour, (so Mai- 
tnonides rightly explains it, par. i. More Ncvoch, cap. 21.) 
like to a flaming fire. So it appeared to Moses, when God 
came to deliver them from the Egyptian bondage, (Exod. 
iii. 2. 6, &c.) 

Passed between the pieces.] In token, as it follows, (ver. 
18.) that he entered into a covenant with Abram and 
with his posterity: for passing between the pieces he con- 
sumed them (as St. Chrysostom rightly understands it), and 
thereby testified his acceptance of the sacrifices which 
Abraham- offered. I noted before, that there is no such 
rite we read of any where in Scripture, but in Jeremiah, of 
making a covenant in this manner. But there are those 
who think they find this custom in other nations: for if 
Dictys Crctensis do not lie, after the manner of the Crc- 
tians (as Bochart speaks), both the Greeks and Trojans, 
from the time of Homer, did make covenants in this 
fashion. Certain it is, the Boeotians and Macedonians 
passed, on some occasions, through the parts of a beast 
dissected; but it was for lustration, not for covenanting, 
as the same 'Bochart observes, (par. i. Hierozoic. lib. ii. 
cap. 46.) 

Ver. 18. Unto thy seed will I give this land, &c.] Here 
is the utmost extent of the donation made to Abram; 
which began to be fulfilled in David, (2 Sam- viii. 3, &c.) 
for till then they did not enlarge their borders as far as 
Euphrates. 

The river of Egypt.] So Nile is commonly called, but 
cannot be here meant, because the Israelites never enjoyed 
all the land of Egypt on this side Nile. Therefore we are 
to understand by it, that little river which came out of that 
branch of Nile called Peleusiaeum Barachium; from 
whence a small river, not navigable, ran toward Judea, 
falling into the Egyptian or Phoenician Sea. For this river 



was the bounds of Palestine, and is mentioned by Strabo 
and others, whom G. Vossius cites, (lib. ii. De ldolol. 
cap. 74.) It is called, (Amos vi. 14.) " the river of the 
wilderness," because it run through the wilderness, which 
is between Egypt and Palestine, into the sea. 

Ver. 19. Tlie Kenites, and Kenizzites.] These are put 
into the number of the nations whose country God gave to 
Abram, but whether they were descended from any of 
the -sons of Canaan we cannot tell; nor arc we certain 
where they dwelt. Only Eustathius, bishop of Antioeh, 
says, the Kenites dwelt about Libanus and Amanus; and 
the Kenizzites, it is likely, were their neighbours. But the 
names of these people were quite extinct between the 
times of Abram and Moses; for we find no mention of 
them by Joshua in the division of the land of Canaan, nor 
in the account he gives of the nations he conquered. We 
read, indeed, of the Kcnczites, (Numb, xxxii. 12. Josh. xiv. 
6.14.) but they were of the children of Israel; and of 
the Kenites, (Judg. i.16. iv. 11. 17.) but they descended 
from the father-in-law of Moses. And therefore those 
whom Moses here speaks of, it is probable, lost their name ; 
being incorporated into some of the seven nations who 
inhabited this country when Joshua subdued it. 

The Cadmonites.] These are no where else mentioned ; 
but are thought, by Bochartus, to be the same with the 
Hivites; who, living about Mount Hermon, toward the 
east of the land of Canaan, were thence called Kadmon- 
ites; i. e. Orientals. See x. 17. 

Ver. 20. Hittites.] See x. 15. 

Perizzites.] They were a people inhabiting the moun- 
tainous and woody country of Canaan, as appears from 
Josh. xi. 3. xvii. 13. From whence we may gather, they 
were a wild sort of people, who lived far from cities, in 
little villages ; and thence, perhaps, had their name: for 
Pherazoth, in Hebrew, signifies Pagi t villages. But from 
which of the sons of Canaan they descended, there is not 
the least signification in Holy Scripture. 

Rephaim.] They dwelt in Bashan,and, perhaps, in other 
countries thereabouts. See xiv. 5. 

Ver. 21. Amorites.] These were the mightiest people in 
the land of Canaan. Sec x. 16. 

Canaanites.] These were some of the posterity of Ca- 
naan, who peculiarly inherited his name, living upon the 
sea-coast, aiid upon the banks of Jordan, (Numb. xiii. 30. 
Deut i. 7. xi. 30.) And it is a reasonable conjecture, that 
they sprang from such of Canaan's sous, as had, for a time, 
the greatest power and authority in that country; and 
therefore had the prerogative of being called by his name; 
or else they were so called because they were merchants, 
and great traders by sea. For so the word is used in 
Scripture. 

Gergasite] Sec x, 16. 

Jebusite.] Sec there also. 



CHAR XVI. 

Ver. 1. SaRAI bare him no child.] Still the fulfilling 
of God's promise was deferred, for the greater trial of 
Abram's faith ; which now had held out ten years, (ver. 3.) 
without seeing any fruit of it. 

She had a handmaid, an Egyptian.] An Egyptian by 
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nation, but a proselyte to the true religion. St. Chrysostom 
thinks Pharaoh bestowed her upon Sarai, when he took her 
into his house, or when he sent her away, (xii. 15. 20.) 
Which he learnt from the Jews, who say the same, as may 
be seen in Pirke Eliezer, (cap. 26.) who says also, as R. 
Solomon Jarchi doth, that she was Pharaoh's daughter, by 
Tiis concubine. But it is more likely she was such a 
servant to Sarai as Eliezer was to Abram; born in his 
house of an Egyptian, as he was of a Syrian woman. 

Ver. 2. And Sarai said zinto Abram, &c] It is likely, 
he having acquainted her with the promise, she grew 
impatient to have it fulfilled some way or other. 

Go in unto my maid.'] i.e. Take her to wife, (ver. 3.) 

It may be I may obtain children by her.] Being born of 
her bond-slave, they would be Sarai's children, according 
to the custom of those times, (xxx. 3. Exod. xxi. 4.) 

And Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai.] Think- 
ing, perhaps, that God might fulfil his promise this way, 
because he had only told him he should have seed, but had 
not, as yet, said by Sarai. 

Ver. 3. Gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife.] 
A secondary wife (which was a liberty they took in those 
days), who was not to be mistress of the house, but only to 
bear children, for the increase of the family. Now I can 
see no good reason why Sarai herself should persuade her 
husband (contrary to the inclination of all women) to take 
another wife, which she herself also gave him, but only the 
eager desire she was possessed withal of having the pro- 
mised seed. Which gives a good account also of Jacob's 
wives contending so earnestly as they did for his company. 

Ver. 4. Her mistress was despised in her eyes.] Hagar 
began to take upon her as if she had been mistress of the 
house; at least much more favoured by God, who had 
made her fruitful; which was accounted a great blessing 
and honour in those days, especially in a family that had 
no heir. 

Ver. 5. My wrong be upon thee.] Thou art the cause of 
this injury (or these affronts) which I suffer by being too 
indulgent to my maid, and not repressing her insolence. 
Or, it is incumbent on thee to see me redressed of the 
wrong that is done me. See Lud. de Dieu. 

The Lord judge between me and tliee.] Sometimes this 
phrase signifies an appeal to God, as the avenger of 
wrongs; but here it seems only to denote her committing 
the equity of her cause to the judgment of God. 

Ver. 6. Behold, thy maid is in thy hand.] Is subject unto 
thee. 

Do with her as pleases thee.] Use her as thy maid, and 
not as my wife. 

And when Sarai dealt hardly with her.] Beat her, per- 
haps, or imposed on her too much, or too servile, labour. 

She fled from her face.] Run away, to avoid her cruel 
usage. 

Ver. 7. And the angel of the Lord, &c] This is the first 
time that wc read of the appearance of an angel. By 
whom, Maimonidcs will scarce allow us to understand 
more than a messenger, (More Ncvoch. par. ii. cap. 42.) 
But some Christians go so far into the other extreme, as to 
understand hereby, the Eternal AOrOI, or Son of God. 
It seems to me more reasonable to think, that though the 
Schcchinah, or Divine Majesty, did not appear to her, as 
it had often done to Abram; yet one of the heavenly 



ministers, who were attendants upon it, and made a part of 
its glory, was sent to stop her proceedings. And a great 
favour it was, that the Lord would dispatch such a messen- 
ger after her, who was sufficient to do the business. 

In the way to Shnr.] She was flying info Egypt, her own 
country (upon which the wilderness of Shnr bordered), 
and only rested awhile at this fountain to refresh herself. 

Ver. 8. And he said, Hagar, Sarai's maid.] He takes 
notice of her being Sarai's maid, rather than Abram*« 
wife, to put her in mind of her duty, and that she could 
not honestly leave her mistress without her consent; for 
so it follows in the next verse. 

Ver.}). Return to thy mistress, and submit; &c] It is the 
same word here translated submit, with that (ver. 6.) where 
it is rendered dealt hardly; signifying that she should be 
patient, and endure the hardship of which she complained 
(or suffer herself to be afflicted by her). 

Ver. 10. I will multiply, &e.] I will make thee partaker 
of the promise I have made to Abram, (xv. 5.) The 
angel delivers this message to her in the name of God, who 
sent him. 

Ver. 11. Behold, thou art with child, &c] Do not doubt 
of what I say, for thou art with child of a son, w 7 ho shall 
be the father of a great people. This promise was renewed 
to Abram in the next chapter, (xvii. 20.) and we find was 
performed, (xxv. 12.) 

Shalt call his name IshmaeL] Some of the Jews take 
notice of the honour which was here done him, in calling 
him by his name before he was born ; there being but six, 
they say, who were thus distinguished from others; the 
two first were the sons of Abram (Ishmael and Isaac), 
and the last was the Messias. 

Hie Lord hath heard thy affliction.] Thy complaint un- 
der the affliction thou hast endured from thy mistress, and 
here in the wilderness. This passage shews it was an angel 
which appeared and spake to her from the Lord, and not 
the Lord himself. 

Ver. 12. A wild man.] The Hebrew word phere, here 
joined with man, signifies a wild ass; and so is well trans- 
lated by Bochart, " tam ferus quam onager," as wild as a 
wild ass. AVhich loves to ramble in deserts, and is not 
casily'tamed to live in society. 

His hand shall be against every man, &c.] He shall be 
very warlike; and both infest all his neighbours, and be 
infested by them. 

He shall dwell in the presence of his brethren.] Be a na- 
tion by himself, near to all his brethren, whether descended 
from Isaac, or from the rest of Abram's sons by Keturah ; 
who, though annoyed by him, shall not be able to dispos- 
sess him. This is such an exact description of the poste- 
rity of Ishmael throughout all generations, that none but a 
prophetic spirit could have made it, as Doctor Jackson 
truly observes, (booki. on the Creed, chap. 25.) Wildncss 
being so incorporated into their nature, that no change of 
times hath made them grow tame. 

Ver. 13. She called the name of the Lord, that spake to 
her.] By his angel, for she looked upon the presence of 
the angel as a token of the Divine presence, though she 
saw it not in its full glory. 

Tfiou God seest me.] Takest care of me, wheresoever 
I am. 

For she said, Have I also here looked after him that seeth 
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me?] There are various interpretations of these words: 
the plainest is that of De Dieu, who observes, that the 
word halom always signifies place, not time; or, that which 
is done in any place, and so we translate it by the word 
here* But there he makes a stop after that word, by way 
of admiration, in this manner: And even here also! or, 
even thus far! It had been less wonder, if God had taken 
care of me in my master's houso; but doth ho follow ine 
with his favour even hither? This is wonderful! And then 
the next words, (have I looked after him that seeth me?) car- 
ried this sense, Have I "beheld God, who taketh care of 
me? What a favour is this, that he would so far condes- 
cend to me? It ought never to be forgotten; therefore shQ 
called his name, Thou God seest me. 

Ver. 14. Beer-lahai-roi.] Some would have this refer 
both to Hagar and to God, in this manner: " The well of 
her that liveth, and of him (hat seeth," (i. e. who preserves 
me in life.) So it was an acknowledgment that she owed 
her life and safety to God. 

Ver. 15. Abram called his son's name, &c] Hagar hav- 
ing told him at her return the foregoing story, he gave his son 
this name, in obedience to the angel's command, (ver. 11.) 

Ver. 16. Fourscore and six years old.] He was seventy- 
five years old when he came into Canaan, (xii. 4.) and had 
been ten years there when he took Hagar to wife (ver. 3. 
of this chapter), and therefore was then eighty-five years 
old ; and consequently eighty-six the next year, when Ish- 
mael was born. 

CHAP. XVIL 

Ver. 1. rrHEN Abram was ninety-nine years old.] 
Thirteen years after Ishmael's birth. 

The Lord appeared to Abram.] In a visible majesty, 
to satisfy him that the promise made, (xv. 4, 5.) should 
not be fulfilled in Ishmael. 

I am the Almighty God.] Or, All-sufficient. This is the 
first time we meet with this name; which was most fitly 
used here, when he speaks of a thing very difficult to be 
done, but not beyond the power of God, who can do all 
things, and needs none to assist him. 
Walk before me.] Go on to pleaso me. 
And be thou perfect.] Till thou hast completed thy faith 
and obedience. 

Ver. 2. And I tvill make my covenant, &c] Establish 
and perform my covenant ; for it was made before, and 
now only confirmed by a sign or token of it, (ver. 11.) 

Ver. 3. Abram fell on his face.] Being astonished at 
the brightness of that Majesty which appeared to him, 
(ver. 1.) 

Ver. 4. As for me, behold, my covenant y &c] Be not 
afraid, for it is I, who am constant to my word, and now 
again engage myself unto thee. 

Thau shalt be a father of many nations.] Not only of 
Jews, and Ishmaelites, and others, but, in the spiritual 
sense, of all the gentile world. 

Ver. 5. Neither shall thy name, &c] Abram is commonly 
interpreted high father ; and Abraham, the father of a mul- 
titude. So the very text expounds the reason of this name: 
" For a father of many nations have I made thee." There 
are many ways of making out this meaning, but none seems 



to inc so plain as that of Hottinger's ; who makes it a 
composition of Ab (a father), and the old word Raham, 
which still in Arabic signifies a great number. Smegma 
Orient, cap. viii. §. 19. 

Ver. G. And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, &c] I ob- 
served before, (xii. 7.) that Abram's obedience was con- 
stantly rewarded in kind, &c. of which here is a new proof. 
For, upon his submission to be circumcised (wherein his 
obedience was next tried), which might seem to weaken 
the power of generation, (as Maimonides affirms it doth, 
More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 49.) God promises that he 
would make him so exceeding fruitful, that nations and 
kings should proceed from him ; as there did both by 
Israel, Edom, and Ishmael, from whom the Saracens 
came, &c. 

Ver. 7. An everlasting covenant.] The word olam, which 
we translate everlasting, hath often a limited signification, 
to the end of such a period, (as, Exod. xxi. 6. a servant 
for ever, is, till the year of jubilee) though, with respect to 
the thing signified, this covenant is absolutely everlasting, 
and continues now that the sign is abolished. The next 
words tell us what was signified in this covenant of cir- 
cumcision. 

To be a God unto thee, &c] I think Maimonides hath 
truly observed, that in circumcision they covenanted with 
God, to have no othdr God but him ; or, in his phrase, they 
covenanted concerning " the belief of the unity of God," 
(More Nev. par. iii. cap. 49.) who promised to be their God; 
that is, to bestow all manner of blessings upon them, and 
at last to send the Messiah. 

Ver. 8. And I will give thee, &c] Here he again renews 
his promise, (xii. 7. xiii. 15. xv. 18.) and confirms it by 
this covenant, to give him that land, wherein he was at 
present a stranger, and to put his seed in possession of it. 

An everlasting possession.] If they did not forfeit it by 
their disobedience to him. 

Ver. 9. Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, &c] 
Now follows Abraham's part of this covenant, which was 
mutual between God and him. 

Ver. 10. This is my covenant.] Which the next verse 
explains, by the sign or token of the covenant. As the 
paschal lamb is called the passover of the Lord ; (Exod. 
xii. 11.) that is, the memorial of the angel's passing 
them by, when he killed the Egyptian children, (xiii. 9.) 
But circumcision was such a sign, that they entered thereby 
into a covenant with God to be his people. For it was not 
a mere mark, whereby they should be known to be Abra- 
ham's seed, and distinguished from other nations; but they 
were made by this the children of the covenant, and en- 
titled to the blessings of it: though, if there had been no 
more in it but this, that they who were of the same faith, 
as Maimonides speaks, should have one certain character, 
whereby they should be known and joined one to another, 
without the mixture of any other people, it had been a 
very wise appointment. And this mark was very fitly 
chosen, because it was such a token as no man would have 
set upon himself and upon his children, unless it were for 
faith and religion's sake. For it is not a brand upon the 
arm, or an incision in the thigh, but a thing very hard, and 
in a most tender part: which nobody would have under- 
taken but on the forcnamed account, (par. iii. More Nev. 
cap. 49.) 
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It may be proper here to add, that covenants were an- 
ciently made in those eastern countries, by dipping their 
weapons in blood (as Xenophon tells us), and by pricking 
the flesh, and sucking each other's blood, as we read in 
Tacitus; who observes, (lib. ii. Annal.) that when kings 
made a league, they took each other by the hand, and, their 
thumbs being hard tied together, they pricked them, "when 
the blood was forced to the extreme parts, and each party 
licked it; which, he saith, was accounted "Arcanum foedus, 
quosi mutuo cruore sacratum ;" a mysterious covenant, being 
made sacred by their mutual blood. How old this custom 
had been, we do not know; but it is evident God's cove- 
nant with Abraham was solemnized on Abraham's part by 
his own and his son Isaac's blood, and so continued 
through all generations, by cutting off the foreskin of their 
flesh (as it follows in the next verse); whereby, as they 
were made the select people of God, so God in con- 
clusion sent his own Son, who, by this very ceremony of 
circumcision, was consecrated to be their God and their 
Redeemer, 

Ver. 11. Ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin.] 
i.e. The foreskin of your flesh; for that member, which is 
the instrument of generation, is peculiarly called by the 
name of flesh, in many places, (Lev. xv. 2. Ezek. xvi. 26.) 
In which part of the body, rather than in any other, God 
appointed the mark of his covenant to be made; that they 
might be denoted to be a holy seed, consecrated to him 
from the beginning. The pagans made marks in several 
parts of their bodies (some in one, some in another), 
whereby they were consecrated to their gods; but the cha- 
racter which God would have imprinted upon his people, 
was in one peculiar part and no other (from which they 
never varied), viz. in that part which served for the propa- 
gation of mankind. Of which some have given natural, 
others moral reasons; but the most plain and obvious is, 
that it might be an apt token of the Divine covenant made 
with Abraham and his posterity, that God would multiply 
their seed, and make them as the stars of heaven, (xv. 5.) 
It is probable, also, that this part was chosen, rather than 
any other, to make them sensible that this was a Divine 
sacrament; for nothing but God's institution could at first 
engage men to lay that part bare, which nature hath co- 
vered. 

It is of late, indeed, made a question by some learned 
men, whether this were the original of circumcision ; which 
they fancy the Jews borrowed from the Egyptians, and not 
the Egyptians from the Jews. Certain it is, that not only 
the Egyptians, but several other nations, did very anciently 
use circumcision. Now it is improbable, say they, that 
the Egyptians (who seem to have had it the most early of 
all nations who sprang not from Abraham) would borrow 
this custom from the Hebrews, whom they perfectly hated 
(shepherds being an abomination to them, xlvi. 34.) and 
therefore they give themselves the liberty to say, that God 
did not now enjoin Abraham a new thing, when he ordered 
him to be circumcised, but only made this a sign of his 
covenant with him, which it was not with other nations. 
But unless it can be proved that circumcision was in use 
before Abraham's time, (which doth not appear from any 
good authors, though such as Celsus were so bold as to 
affirm it, as we find in Origen, lib. v.) such arguments as 
these will not persuade us to believe, that it came from the 



Egyptians, or any other nation; but they had it, if not 
from the Hebrews, yet from the posterity of Ishmael, or 
other people descended from Abraham : who, being highly 
beloved of God, it is not credible that God would set the 
mark of Ham's race upon him and his posterity; much 
less make it the token of his covenant with them. (See 
J. Ludolphus, lib.iii. Comment, in Histor. Ethiop. cap.i. 
n. 5.) The only authority upon whom the broachers of this 
novelty rely, is Herodotus, who, iii this second book, 
cap* 104. says, " The people of Colchis, and the Egyptians, 
were the only nations that were circumcised, an tf^Cj 
from the beginning: the Syrians and Phoenicians who live 
in Palestine, acknowledging they had this rite from them/ 5 
Which is just such a tale as he tells in the second chapter 
of that book, that the Egyptians were the first inhabitants 
of the earth, unless, perhaps, the Phrygians. This opinion 
proceeded from their own vain conceit, which made them 
loath to confess they received circumcision from any other 
people. Though I think there is a convincing argument of 
it in Moses himself, who tells us, in chapter x. 14. that the 
Philistim came from the Casluchim; i.e. the people of 
Colchis, as that people came originally from Egypt. (So 
Herodotus himself, Diodorus, and abundanco of other 
credible authors, testify.) This, it appears by what I noted 
there, was before the time of Moses, nay, before Abraham ; 
for the Philistim had a king among them in his days, as 
we read in this book, (xx. and xxvi.) Now these Philistim 
were anuncircumcised people, and therefore the people of 
Colchis, no doubt, were so also, when they Avent out of 
their country, and drove the Avim out of Palestine. And, 
consequently, the Egyptians had no such rite among them, 
when the Casluchim came from Egypt, but put a gross 
cheat upon Herodotus when they made him believe they 
had been circumcised, aw* ap^c, from the beginning. And 
in like manner they imposed upon him, who told him the 
inhabitants of Palestine (whom he calls Syrians and Phoe- 
nicians) confessed they received circumcision from the 
Egyptians : for there were no inhabitants of Palestine cir- 
cumcised but the Jews, who always professed they received 
it from Abraham ; who, we may be confident, was the first 
person in the world that was circumcised ; there being no- 
thing to induce any body to use such a rite, unless they 
had been directed to it by God, as Abraham was ; from 
whom the Ishmaelites received it, and from them the Ara- 
bians ; and from those countries, or from Abraham's chil- 
dren by Keturah, it was derived (as seems most probable 
to me) to the Egyptians ; from whom the people of Colchis, 
who knew themselves to be an Egyptian breed, embraced 
it, in imitation of their famous ancestors. But, after 
Abraham's time, we find no such rite among tho Philis- 
tim, a colony of theirs; to whom, in all likelihood, they 
would have communicated it, as the Egyptians did to them, 
if it had been then used in that country. 

Ver. 12. And he that is eight days old, &c] Maimonides 
thinks, that if circumcision had not been performed in their 
infancy, itmight have been in danger to have been neglected 
afterward. For "an infant felt not so much pain as ar^adult 
person would have done; in whom the flesh is more com- 
pact, and his imagination stronger. Hie parents also (es- 
pecially fathers) have not so strong an affection to a child 
when he is newly born, as they have when he is grown up ; 
and so more easily submitted to this harsh rite at their first 
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appearance in the world than they would have done, after 
they were more endeared to them. But the child could not 
be circumcised before the eighth day after his birth ; be- 
cause till then he was looked upon as imperfect; and not 
yet sufficiently cleansed and purged ; for which reason 
beasts were not accepted by God, till seven days were 
passed after their birth, (Exod. xxii. 30.) Sec More Ne- 
voch. par. iii. cap. 49. 

And, as the child was not to be circumcised before the 
eighth day, so he was not (unless, perhaps, in cases of great 
weakness) to be kept uncircumcised beyond that day. On 
which, if the parents did not cause it to be circumcised, the 
house of judgment, as the Jews speak, were bound to do it. 
And if they did not (being ignorant perhaps of the neglect) 
the child when he came of age (i. e. was thirteen years old) 
was bound himself to get it done. If he did not, the judges 
(if it were known to them) were obliged to take care of it: 
as Mr. Scldcn observes, lib. i. do Synedr. cap. 0. p. 9G, 97. 

Ver. 13. He that is born in thy house, or bought with 
money, must needs be circumcised.] Not whether they would 
or nor for men were not to be compelled to religion; which 
had been a profanation of this covenant. But Abraham was 
to persuade them to it; and, if they consented not, to keep 
them no longer in his house ; but to sell them to some other 
people. So Maimonides expounds it, in his Book of Cir- 
cumcision, cap. 1. which is true both of servants born in 
the house, and bought with money: but as for the children 
of these slaves, they were to be circumcised whether their 
parents would or no; because they were the possession of 
their masters, not of their parents. For which cause, when 
the parents were set free, their children were left behind, as 
their master's goods, Exod. xxi. 4. 

Ver. 14. That soul shall be cut off from his people.] That 
is, if, when he came to the age of thirteen years, he did not 
cause it to be done. 

. What it is to be cut off, is very much disputed. The sim- 
plest sense seems to be, he shall not be accounted one of 
God's people. But the Hebrew doctors generally take 
this to. have been a punishment inflicted by the hand of 
heaven; i.e. of God: though they be much divided in 
their opinions about it. Of which Mr. Selden treats, at 
large, in lib. vii. De Jure N. et G. cap. 9. and De Synedr. 
lib. i. cap. C. and more briefly 1/ Empereur in his notes 
upon Chron. 1. Bertram de Republ. Jud. p. 351. Some 
say it was the shortening of the man's life; others say it 
was the making him childless; so that his family and 
name perished in Israel. Maimonides would have it the 
extinction both of soul and body, like a brute. And 
Abarbincl takes it for the loss of the happiness of the 
world to come. Some Christians would have it to be 
excommunication: which cannot be, because such a per- 
son was never a member of the church, which he was to 
be made by circumcision. .The first of these opinions 
seems more probable than the rest: for God himself saith 
of several offenders, to whom he threatens this punish- 
ment, " I will cut him off, and I will set my face against 
him,", (Lev. xvii. 10. xx. 5, 6. xxiii. 30.) Yet, in other 
places, it must be confessed, this cereth, or cutting oil*, 
signifies more largely, a punishment by the judge, and not 
by the hand of God. And therefore the signification of it 
must be determined by the matter with which it is joined. 
Thus the violation of the sabbath is threatened with cut- 



ting off, (Exod. xxxi. 14-.) which was to be done by stoning 
him: and so were incestuous persons, blasphemers, ido- 
laters, and others, to be judiciously cut off by the rulers. 

Ver. 15. Sarah shall be her name.] The same letter is 
added to her name, that was to Abraham's, and for the 
same reason; for in the next verse it is said, " she shall 
be a mother of nations." 

Ver. 1G. Give thee a son also of her.] Here now the 
promised seed is determined to spring from Sarah. See 
xvi. 2. 

Ver. 17. Abraham fell on his face.] Worshipped God 
with the humblest reverence. 

And laughed.] Not doubting of the promise, (for the 
apostle tells us quite contrary, Rom. iv. 19.) but out of 
the exceeding great joy wherewith he was transported ; 
and the admiration wherewith he was surprised. Which 
produced the following questions : 

Shall a child be bom unto him, who is a hundred years 
old? &c] As if he had said, Strange! that I and Sarah, at 
this age, should have a child! What joyful news is this! 
Accordingly, the Chaldcc translates the word laughed, he 
rejoiced. 

Ver. 18. O that Ishmael may live before thee!] In his 
posterity; as appears by God's answer to this petition, 
verse 20. 

Ver. 19. Call his name Isaac] He had this name from 
Abraham's, not from Sarah's laughter Tfor that was after 
this ; and proceeded not from the same cause with Abra- 
ham's. 

Ver. 20. I have heard thee.] He shall have a numerous 
posterity. See Doctor Jackson's first book on the Creed, 
chap. 2G. where he shews how the Hagarcns grew a mighty 
nation : and at last (when they were called Saracens) be- 
came the scourges of all these parts of the world. 

Ver. 21. But my covenant will I establish with Isaac] 
The great blessings I have promised in the covenant I 
have made with thee, shall come to thy posterity by Isaac, 
not by Ishmael: particularly the Messiah. 

Ver. 22. And God went up from Abraham.] That visible 
majesty wherein he appeared to him, (ver. 1.) called often, 
in aftertimes, " the glory of the Lord," went up to heaven 
from whence it came. 

Ver. 25. Ishmael ivas thirteen years old, &c] From 
hence it was, that the Saracens, descended from him, did 
not circumcise their children till they were thirteen years 
old. So it was in the days of Josephus, (lib. i. Antiq. 
cap. L3.) And the Saracens in Spain and Africa observed 
the. same custom. 

Ver. 26. In the selfsame day.] The Jews will have this 
to be the same with the great day of expiation instituted 
in Moses's time : so that God every year remembered, 'say 
they, the covenant of circumcision. But this is an un- 
grounded fancy. 

Ver. 27. A?id all the men of his house.] Maimonides un- 
derstands by the men of his house, those whom Abraham 
had converted from idolatry, and made proselytes to the 
true religion. So do others among the Jews; (see his trea- 
tise of the Worship of the Planets, cap. i. §. 9.) But it is 
more proper to understand by the men of his house, all his 
family in general : who were either (as it follows) born in 
his house (and therefore it is likely were bred up in the 
true religion, and so easily persuaded to receive the mark 
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of circumcision), or bought tvith his money ; who submitted 
to Abraham's arguments, not to his authority; for religion 
is to be chosen, not compelled. 



CHAP. XVIII. 

Ver. 1. joLnD the Lord appeared to him.] The glory of 
the Lord, or the Divine Majesty, which the Jews call the 
Schechinah, as it had done lately (xvii. 1.) And as the 
Lord then appeared to establish his covenant with him by 
circumcision, so some of the Jews imagine he again ap- 
peared to visit, comfort, and heal him, now that he was 
very sore of his circumcision ; or rather, I should think, 
to testify, by his illustrious manifestation of his glory 
(ver. 2.) his high approbation of Abraham's ready obe- 
dience to so harsh a command. So the Jews themselves 
esteem it, and therefore think that, by receiving it, Abra- 
ham fulfilled that precept which goes just before it (xvii. 1.) 
<c be thou perfect." Which may have some truth in it, if 
rightly understood : for his faith and obedience grew more 
perfect, by submitting to this command; and was com- 
pleted, when he sacrificed his son. 

However this be, I think it is plain from verse 10. that 
this appearance of the Divine Majesty was not long after 
the former. 

In the plain.'] Or, the oaks of Mamre, mentioned be- 
fore, (xiii. 18.) This place continued famous till the time 
of Constantine ; both Jews, gentiles, and Christians, meet- 
ing here once a year, not only for traffic, but for religion : 
Christians here calling upon God; and there being an altar 
here also, on which the gentiles sacrificed, and invoked 
the angels. Of which superstition Constantine being in- 
formed by his mother, he caused that altar to be demo- 
lished, and a church to be built in its place. (See Sozo- 
men, lib. ii. cap. 4. Euseb. in vita Constant, lib. iii. 
cap. 53.) 

And he sat hi the tent door.] To observe what strangers 
passed that way. 

In the heat of the day.] In the afternoon, when travellers 
sought for places of refreshment. 

Ver. 2. And he lift up his eyes, and looked.] Having 
fallen down on his face (I suppose) and worshipped the 
Divine Majesty, as he did xvii. 17. he beheld, when he 
rose up again. 

And lo, there stood three men by hiin.] Three angels in 
the shape of men (for so the apostle to the Hebrews calls 
them, xiii. 2. and so Moses himself calls two of them, 
xix. 1.) who were part of the heavenly retinue, as I may 
call it, waiting upon the Divine Majesty, mentioned in the 
verse foregoing. There is a maxim among the Jews, that 
no angel performs two ministries (that is, is sent on two 
messages), nor are two angels sent upon one embassy, (as 
Maimonides speaks, More Nevoch.«par. ii. cap. 6.) and 
therefore they think these three angels were dispatched 
for different purposes; one of them, and the principal, 
to bring a confirmation of the birth of Isaac ; another 
to bring Lot out of Sodom ; and a third to overthrow the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. And therefore, when 
one of these angels had delivered that message to Abra- 
ham, there were but two that went to Sodom, (xix. 1.) and 
Lot speaks to one of them as taking a particular care q{ 
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him ; (ver. 19, &c.) and then it is said, " The Lord rained 
fire and brimstone from the Lord out of heaven ;" (ver. 24!) 
that is, that angel of the Lord, who was set by the Lord 
of heaven and earth over that work. Some of them, in- 
deed, assign another work for one of them, (as we find in 
that title of the Talmud called Bava-Metzia, cap. 7.) but 
they agree in the main notion, that they had different 
offices with which they were entrusted. But some Christ- 
ians, and those of great authority, have made a question 
whether they were all created angels; one of them, at 
least, seeming to be the Lord of all. Nay, St. Cyril, in 
his first book against Julian, thinks there was a represen- 
tation of the blessed, undivided Trinity; for Abraham 
speaks to them, (ver. 4.) wg ug ovrzg ol rpug, as if the three 
tvere but one. But St. Hilary's opinion (and Eusebius's, 
lib. v. Demonstr. cap. 9.) is more likely, that the Son of 
God only appeared with two angels attending on him: 
which many think is evident from ver. 22. and 25, of this 
chapter. Yet I think another account may be given of 
those verses; and if we should make that an argument 
that one of them was the increated Lord, another of. them 
must be so also : for he is called likewise by the name of 
Jehovah, Gen. xix. 24. See St. Austin, lib. ii. de Trin. 
cap.ll.andlib.iii.cap.il. where he confutes the fore- 
named opinion. 

And when he saw them, he ran to meet them.] Was for : 
ward to invite them to refresh themselves with him : for he 
took them to be considerable persons, as appears by what 
follows. 

And bowed himself towards the ground.] After the man- 
ner of the eastern people ; in token of the respect and 
honour he had for them. For this was a civil action (not 
religious) it is manifest by this : that he did not know 
them to be angels; but only persons of quality (as we 
now speak), their aspect and habit, I suppose, being ex- 
traordinary. 

Ver. 3. My Lord, if now I have found. &c] One of 
them appeared more honourable and superior to the other 
two ; and therefore he makes his address to him, as the 
chief: praying him, if he thought him worthy of such a 
favour, to honour him with their company. 

Ver. 4. And wash your feet.] i. e. To wash your feet. 
For this was performed by servants, and not by the guests 
themselves. 

And rest yourselves under the tree.] In an arbour under 
a great tree : where they were wont to eat, for coolness* 
sake. See Dr. Hammond upon Psalm exxviii. 3. St. Je- 
rome sometimes calls this tree an oak: sometimes a tuc- 
pentine-tree, (as J. Filesacus observes, lib. i. Select, cap. 
13.) unless we will say, that he thought Abraham dwelt 
under the one, and entertained them under the other. And 
so Eusebius (lib. v. Demonstr. Evang. cap. 9.) expressly 
relates it, that God appeared to him under the oak* where 
ho dwelt: and that he entertained the angels under .a 
turpentine-tree, which was had in great honour in , his 
time. 

Ver. 5. I will fetch a morsel of bread.] Or rather a loaf 
of bread ; as De Dieu shews the word imports : under 
^vhich is comprehended, ^11 necessary provision at a 
meal. 

And comfort ye your hearts.] Refresh yourselves. 

For therefore are ye come to your servant.] Divine PrQ- 
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videncc hath directed you to come this way, at this time of 
day, that I may have an opportunity to entertain you hos- 
pitably. 

Ver. 6. Make cakes upon the hearth.] Many interpret it, 
upon the coals or hot embers, according to what we read 
1 Kings xix. G. But Bochartus thinks the word there 
signifies, as it doth here, upon hot stones; others will have 
it," that they were laid upon the hearth, and covered with 
hot embers, (par. i. Hierozoic. lib. ii. cap. 34.) and so they 
.prepare them at this day, as Leon. Rawwolf tells us in his 
Travels, par ii. cap. 9. where he saith, That as he went 
through a country that lies between Mesopotamia and Media, 
a woman presently made them cakes, about a finger thick, 
and of the bigness of a trencher : which she first laid upon 
hot stones, and turned them often ; and then threw ashes 
and embers over them : which, he says, were very savoury. 

Ver. 7. A calf tender and good.] Which was a noblo 
entertainment in those countries. 

Ver. 8. And he took butter.] Though we read of cheese 
in Homer, Euripides, Theocritus, and others; yet they 
never mention butter : nor hath Aristotle a word of it, (as 
JBochart observes, Hierozoic. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 41.) though 
he hath sundry observations about cheese : for butter was 
not a thing then known among the Greeks ; though we see 
by this, and many other places, it was an ancient food 
among the eastern people. 

And he stood by them.] Waited upon them, and minis- 
tered to them. For he did not stand unmoveable; but as 
servants do that attend upon the table; who, as there is 
occasion, bring or take away, &c. (Sec P. Fagius on Deut. 
i. 38.) 

Ver. 9. And they said unto hiin, Where is thy wife?] One 
of them (the rest signifying some way their consent) asked 
him for his wife; not being ignorant, but to introduce the 
following discourse. 

In the tent.] In her apartment; for women had their 
apartments by themselves. 

Ver. 10. And he said.] The principal of the three angels ; 
or rather, the Lord himself, as it is explained, ver. 13. 
For, as Theodoric Hackspan judiciously observes, this 
appearance of the Divine Majesty was different from the 
foregoing : not being immediate by himself alone, like that 
xvii. 1. nor merely mediate by an angel, like that xvi. 7. 
10, 11, 12, &c. : but mixed, the Lord himself (ver. 1.) being 
conjunct with the angels, whom he employed in this em- 
bassy. 

I will certainly return to tliee.] To fulfil the promis.e 
which I made thee, (xvii. 19.) 

According to the time of life.] Nine months hence ; which 
is the time of perfecting the life of a child in the womb. 
This appears to be the sense, from ver. 14. where he calls 
it the time appointed, or a set time. 

In the tent door, which ivas behind him.] The angels sat 
with their backs to Sarah's tent: unto the door of which 
she was come to listen, having heard that they asked for her. 
Behind him.] This shews the truth of what Hackspan 
notes, that this was a mixed apparition : for this word him 
plainly relates to the angel, whose words were in truth the 
Lord's, who was there present. For, as he observes in 
another place, (Disput.ii.de Nominibus Divinis, n. 15.) 
the Scripture relates these matters so, that sometimes it 
mentions the principal cause whose words arc related; 



sometimes only the secondary cause : in which latter case, 
it must be understood, that v*ncn the words exceed the 
dignity of the minister/the Lord himself spake them. For 
the sacred writers mind more by whose authority any thing 
is spoken, than by whose ministry : so that it is not much 
material from whose mouth any message comes; but what 
is said must be attended. This will be made plainer, when 
I come to Gen. xxii. 11, 12, &c. 

Ver. 11. It ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of 
women.] She was no longer capable of conception, accord- 
ing to the ordinary course of nature. 

Ver. 12. Laughed within herself] Not as Abraham, for 
joy; but out of incredulity: not thinking it possible for an 
old woman to conceive by an old man. And her smiling 
at this was the more excusable, because she did not know 
them to be angels of the Lord, but took them only for 
some great men. 

Ver. 13. And the Lord said.] The Divine Majesty (men- 
tioned vcr.l.) said, Why doth she not believe my messen- 
ger? The angel spake these words, but the words were 
the Lord's (not his), who was now present with the angels, 
and in a little time appeared without them, (ver. 17. &c.) 

Ver. 14. At the time appointed tvill I return to thee.] 
Take it from myself, that what hath been told thee by 
them shall be effected. 

Ver. 15. Sarah denied.] Fear (as it follows) put her into 
a confusion : so that she did not mind what she said. 
Otherwise she would not have denied, what she might well 
think they knew. Therefore she is only made sensible of 
her fault, by a simple affirmation of what she denied ; with- 
out any further reproof. 

Nay, but thou didst laugh.] The person that speaks 
seems to have turned to her, and said, Do not deny what I 
know to be true. 

Ver. 16. Looked toward Sodom.] As if they intended to 
travel that way. 

And Abraham went ivith them to bring them on the way.] 
A piece of civility like the former: having entertained 
them, he accompanied them so far as to direct them in the 
road to Sodom. 

Ver. 17. And the Lord said.] The Divine Majesty, men- 
tioned ver. 1. began now to discourse plainly and openly 
with him; not by the ministry of angels, but by himself. 
For, I take it, the three angels had now left Abraham 
alone : who, returning towards his tent, saw the glory of 
the Lord, and heard him speak what follows. 

Shall I hide from Abraham, &c] These words seem to 
have been spoken to Abraham: otherwise, how came he 
to expostulate with' the Lord, as he doth ver. 23, &c. un- 
less we will conceive (as we may) ver. 20, 21. to be* the 
declaration of God's intention to destroy Sodem : and 
these words and the next,' to be his resolution within him- 
self, to acquaint Abraham with that intention? 

Ver. 18. Seeing that Abraham shall surely, &c] This is 
one reason why the Divine Majesty resolves to acquaint 
Abraham with his intended proceedings: because he had 
already revealed to him greater things and made him most 
gracious promises. 

Ver. 19. For I know, &c] This verse contains another 
reason ; because he knew Abraham would approve him- 
self so faithful to him, that he would not fail to enjoy all 
that he had promised. 
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To keep the way of the Lord.'] Is to persist in the true 
religion and worship of God. 

To do justice and judgment.] Includes in them all those 
virtues which were opposite to the sins of Sodom. 

Ver. 20. Because the cry.] Of their sins : which are said 
to cry; first, to shew the enormous greatness and impu- 
dencyof them: for " grandis absque dubio clamor est, 
qui a terra ascendit ad coelum;" as Salvian speaks. And, 
secondly, to /shew that the goodness of God could no 
longer bear with them ; their sins compelling him, as one 
may say, to punish them: for, " Deus eos noluerit per- 
dere, sed ipsi cxtorserint, ut perirent." They not 'only 
called, but cried to him for vengeance, as he also speaks; 
(lib. i. de Gubern. Dei, p. 19, 20. edit. Baluzii ; and lib. iv. 
p. 75. lib. v. p. 113.) 

Of Sodom and Gomorrah.] As they were the principal 
and greatest cities, so they were the most wicked ; and led 
the rest into all manner of impiety: who, therefore, also 
perished with them. 

Very grievous.] Not to be tolerated any longer. There 
are prodigious stories related of the wickedness both of 
their judges and of the people, in the Gcmara Sanhedrim, 
cap. xi. which are there alleged as an explication of this 
verse. 

Ver. 21. I will go down now, &c] He uses the language 
of a good judge, (ver. 25.) who never passes sentence, 
much less executes it, till he hath examined the cause. 

WJiether they have done altogether, &c.] Whether they 
are come to the highest pitch of wickedness : or (as De 
Dicu) whether they are so. resolved to' go on in sin, that 
there is no hope of them. 

If not, I will know.] That so I may use means for their 
reformation. 

Ver. 22. And the men.] The three men mentioned ver. 2. 
It is commonly said that only two of them w r ent away 
from Abraham, and that the third remained and held dis- 
course with him. But I sec no reason for this : they that 
came in and eat with him, and rose up from the table, 
(ver. 1G.) who no doubt were all three, being the persons 
that are here said now to have turned their faces from 
thence; i. e. from the place where they had been enter- 
tained by Abraham*: or where he parted with them. 

And went towards Sodom.] As they intended, (ver. 16.) 

But Abraham stood yet before the Lord.] Not before 
any of those three, but before the Divine Majesty: who 
appeared to him, (ver. 1.) and had spoken to him, (ver. 13.) 
and discoursed with him (ver. 17. 20.) in whose presence 
he still continued. Some by stood understand he prayed; 
but that follows in the next verse. 

Ver. 23. Abraham drew near.] Approached towards the 
Divine Majesty, to make his addresses by prayer and sup- 
plication to him. Perhaps the Divine Majesty remained 
in the place where it first appeared, (ver. 1.) and Abraham, 
by conducting the three men some part of their way, being 
gone farther from it, now came nearer to it. Though the 
phrase doth not necessarily import it; to draw nigh to 
God, in the holy language, signifying no more but to wor- 
ship him. 

Wilt thou destroy the righteous with the wicked?] As 
much as to say, I know thou wilt not. For such questions 
strongly deny; as in ver. 17. 

Ver. 24. Fifty righteous within the city.] Of Sodom, 



which was the chief, and comprehended the rest of the 
country of Pentapolis : which one would guess, by Gen. 
xiv. 17. depended upon Sodom as the metropolis. So 
what is said here of it, I take to refer to the whole region. 

Wilt thou not spare the place for the fifty, &c] He de- 
sires two things of God. 1. That he would not destroy 
the righteous with the wicked. 2. That he would spare 
the wicked for the sake of the righteous; if any consi- 
derable number of them were found among the wicked. 

Ver. 25. Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?] 
This refers (as we translate it) only to the first part of his 
request, " not to destroy the righteous with the wicked." 
Which was contrary to common justice, much more to 
that exact justice, which is administered by the Supreme 
Lord of the world : from whom there lies no appeal. But, 
according to the Vulgar translation, (which is this, "Thou 
who judgest all the earth, wilt by no means execute this 
judgment/') it refers to the other part also : that God would 
not be so severe as to destroy a whole country, whilst 
there were many good men still remaining in it: and so the 
word right, includes in it clemency. And, indeed, this pas- 
sage seems to relate to both parts of his request; and is to 
be interpreted thus: Shall not the Supreme Judge stiew 
mercy, as well as do justice? 

Ver. 26. And the Lord said, If I find fifty, &c. then will 
I spare, &c] This shews the foregoing interpretation to be 
right : God promising most graciously to be merciful to all, 
for the sake of a few, in comparison with the multitude of 
offen tiers. 

Ver. 27. Wlio am but dust and ashes.] Very mean and 
vile. 

Ver. 2S. Lack five of the fifty righteous.] A great argu- 
ment of Abraham's modesty; who durst not presume to 
ask too much at once; but by degrees proceeds, in'the fol- 
lowing verses, to petition for greater abatements: and that 
with fear and trembling, lest the Lord should be angry with 
his importunity. 

Ver. 32. I will not destroy it for ten's sake.] A wonderful 
representation of the tender mercy of the Most High; who 
condescended so low as to grant a reprieve to the whole 
country, for the sake of so small a number, if they could 
have been found in it. And his mercy was still greater, 
even beyond Abraham's desire ; for he spared one of the 
five cities, for the sake of three or four persons, as we 
read, xix. 20, 21. 

We do not find that Abraham makes express mention of 
Lot in any of the foregoing petitions; but it is plain from 
xix. 29. that he was in his thoughts; which God knew: 
and he is comprehended in those words, (verse 23. of this 
chap.) "Wiltthoji destroy the righteous with the wicked?" 

Ver. 33. And the Lord went* his way.] The Divine 
Majesty, or the glory of the Lord, disappeared (and 
ascended perhaps towards heaven), after this communica- 
tion with Abraham was finished. 

And Abraham returned to his place.] In the plain of 
Mamre (verse 1.) 

CHAP. XIX. 

Ver. 1. J±ND there came tu)o angels.] There were three at 
the first, (xviii. 2.) but the chief of them was gone; having 
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dispatched his message to Abraham; unto whom he was 
peculiarly sent. (See xviii. 2.) 

At even.] They had been with Abraham in the heat of the 
dayr and were now come to the gates of Sodom. 

Lot sat in the gate of Sodom.'] The,Hebrew doctors will 
have it, that ho was made a judge in this city; and the 
prime judge of all: for they adventure to name five (in 
Bereschith Rabba) and say Lot was the president of the 
court, which sat in the gate of tho city. But this is only a 
fancy of theirs: he rather sat in the gate of this city, as 
Abraham did at his tent door; to invite strangers to his 
house (according to the hospitality of those days), which 
was the greater charity, because he knew the city to be so 
wicked, that (if we may believe the Hebrew doctors) they 
not only denied them all assistance, but abused them, and 
were cruel to them, (see Gemara Sanhedrim, cap. 11. and 
Pirke'Eliezer, cap. 15.) for which last, they quote those 
words of Ezekiel, (xxii.29.) "they have oppressed the 
stranger wrongfully." Which arc spoken of Israel, whom 
(xvi. 49.) he had compared with Sodom : one of whose sins, 
he says, was, want of compassion to "the poor and needy." 

Rose up to meet them, &c] Just as Abraham did ; whose 
civility he imitates, as well as his charity. For the bowing 
himself so lowly, was a token of the great honour he paid 
them : who had the appearance of great and noble persons. 
And therefore he calls them lords', in the next verse. 

Ver. 2. Turn in, I pray you, and tarry all night, &c.] 
It is late, and the night draws on ; take up your lodging 
with me, and refresh yourselves; and go away as early as 
you please. 

And they said, Nay, &c] It was as great a civility in 
strangers, not to be forward to accept, as it was in him to 
invite : and therefore they refuse him at first, to try his kind- 
ness: but intending, no doubt, to embrace his offer, if he 
pressed them further. So the following words are to be 
understood. 

We will abide in the street all night.] .Unless you persist 
in your invitation. In those hot countries, it was not un- 
usual to lie in the open air; especially in summer. And in 
a city, they were safe from being infested by wild beasts, or 
robbers. 

Concerning washing the feet, see xviii. 4. 

Ver. 3. He pressed upon them greatly.] Would not be 
denied, but was so earnest that they yielded. It is the same 
word with that verse 9. 

Bake unleavened bread.] Which would be soonest ready, 
that so they might, in good time, repose themselves. 

Ver. 4. And before they lay down.] To take their rest. 

Both old and young.] A manifest token of an universal 
depravation of manners, and dissolution of government. 

From every quarter.] Or, as some understand it, from 
the most extreme parts of the city: as in Psalm xix. 4. One, 
it seems, told another, what goodly persons were come to 
Iheir city : and all ran to the house where they heard they 
were, with the same wicked inclinations. This is a proof 
there were not ten righteous persons in Sodom. 

Ver. 5. That we may know them.] A modest word for a 
lewd fact. Some, indeed, will have it understood simply, of 
their examining what they were, whence they came, and 
what their business was. Which might perhaps be their pre- 
tence : but Lot's answer to them, (ver. 7, 8.) interprets their 
meaning to be filthy. 
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Ver. G. Went out at the door.] To try if he could per- 
suade them to depart. From vhence, perhaps, the Jews 
gathered he was a man of authority among them. 

Ver. 7. Do not so wickedly.] As to break the rights of 
hospitality, and violate the laws of nature. 

Ver. 8. Behold now, I have two daughters, &c] This 
must be understood to have been spoken, in a great pertur- 
bation and perplexity of mind ; and out of a vehement de- 
sire to preserve the men whom he had entertained : which 
made him say, he had rather they should abuse his own 
daughters, than those strangers. 

For therefore came they under the shadow of my roof] 
He pleads the laws of hospitality, which obliged him to 
protect them; though he himself suffered by it. 

Ver. 9. Arid they said, Stand back.] Give way to us. 

This one fellow, &c] Here is one, and he but a sojourner; 
who takes upon him to be a censor morum, and control 
the whole city. This shews he was no judge. 

Now will we deal worse with thee, &c] Abuse thee more 
than them. For it is the same word with ver. 7. "doing 
wickedly." 

Ver. 11. Smote the men with blindness.] Not with atotal 
blindness, (for then they would not have sought for the door 
of Lot's house, but rather have groped for the way home) 
but such a dimness that they could not see any thing dis- 
tinctly, or in its right place: but there seemed to be a door, 
suppose, where there was none: or, there w T as such a con- 
fusion in their brain, that all things were turned topsy-turvy 
(as we speak) in their imagination ; and appeared quite 
otherwise than they were. 

Ver. 12. Son-in-law, and thy sons, and thy daughters.] 
Here the copulative and, must be expounded or; as it is 
used in many places: (xiii. 8.) " Let there be no strife 
between me and thee, or between my herdsmen and thine." 
And so we translate it, Exod. xii. 5. " Thou shalt take it 
out of the sheep, or out of the goats :" and, Exod. xxi. 15. 
" He that smiteth his father, or his mother, shall be put to 
death." And so it should be translated here, "Hast thou 
any here besides son-in-law, or thy sons, or thy daughters?" 
As much as to say, wc are desirous to save all that are 
nearly related to thee for thy sake. 

Ver. 14. Which married his daughters.] Had espoused 
them for their wives, but had not yet consummated their 
marriage; as some understand it. Others will have it, that, 
besides those two virgin daughters at home with him, he had 
other daughters, who were actually married hi the city. 
Which they gather from the next verse, " take thy wife and 
two daughters, which are here:" as if he had more daugh- 
ters elsewhere. And R. Jelmda (in Pirke Eliezer, cap. 25.) 
names one of them married to one of the great men- of 
Sodom, and calls her Pclothit. But this seems rather to 
have been the name of one of them who were saved by the 
angels, and thence so called: for it signifies delivered, or 
snatched from destruction. 

He seemed as one that mocked.] Who was not in earnest ; 
but only made sport with them, and spake in jest. For it is 
the same word from whence Isaac is derived, which sig- 
nifies laughter. 

Ver. 15. And when the morning arose.] Atbreakofday: 
for the sun did not rise, till Lot was got into Zoar, (ver. 23.) 

Take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here.] 
These last words, which are here ,are not without emphasis: 
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and are paraphrased thus by the Chaldee interpreter, 
" which are found faithful with thee :" are not corrupted by 
the common wickedness of this place ; or, that believe what 
we threaten. 

Ver. 16. While he lingered.] Being loath to leave his 
goods, or his sons-in-law, and children ; or, as some think, 
praying God to spare the city. N 

The men laid hold upon his hand, &c] One of the angels 
laid hold upon him and his wife ; and the other upon his two 
daughters: whom they pulled out of the house with some 
kind of constraint; and led them out of the city. 

Ver. 17. Hesmd.] That angel who had a peculiar charge 
of preserving Lot and his family. (See xviii. 2.) 

Escape for thy life.] Make haste, if thou lovest thy life. 

Look not behind thee.] ' To see what becomes ■ of thy 
goods ; or, as if thou wast loath to leave Sodom. Make 
no delay, no, not so much as to turn about and look back. 

Neither stay thou in the plain.] Do not rest till thou 
hast got out of the plain: for everyplace in it is to be 
destroyed. 

Ver. 18. And he said unto them, &c] Both the angels 
were still with him: but he seems particularly to speak to 
him that led him and his wife out of Sodom; who had 
spoken before to him, and bid him make haste ; (ver. 17.) 
But there are those (Franzius, for instance,) who would 
have the word Adonai translated, not my Lord, but my 
Lords, as if he spake to both. 

Ver. 19. J cannot escape to the mountains, &c] He that 
lingered before, (ver. 1G.) now thought he could not make 
haste enough. Either being crazy, or, tired with sitting up 
all night; or, fearing the destruction would overtake him, 
before he could reach the mountain ; and desiring, perhaps, 
to have a better dwelling than that. . 

Ver. 20. My soul shall live.] Rejoice, and be exceeding 
thankful. 

Ver. 21. See, I have accepted thee.] Granted thy re- 
quest. 

I will not overthrow, &c] A wonderful instance of the 
Divine clemency : which in the midst of wrath remembered 
mercy. 

Ver. 22. Haste thee.] Make no more delays: no, not to 
make any further petitions. 

I cannot do any thing till thou be come thither.] Having 
made thee this promise, I must defer the vengeance till 
thou art safe there. 

Called ZoarJ] In aftertimes it had this name ; from the 
smallness of it: which he twice mentions, (ver. 20.) 

Ver. 24. The Lord rained from the Lord.] It cannot be 
denied that here is an intimation of a plurality of persons in 
the Deity; yet there are many, both ancient and modern in- 
terpreters, who think the meaning is no more, than the Lord 
sent this rain from himself; it being the manner of the 
Scripture phrase, to repeat the noun instead of the pronoun 
(as grammarians speak); of which Cocceius (upon the Ge- 
mara of the Sanhedrim, cap. 4.) gives these instances, 
Gen. ii. 20. 1 Sam. xii. 11. Zech. i. 1G. And there are 
others, which come nearer to these words, Exod. xxiv. 
" And he (i.e. the Lord, ver. 3.) said unto Moses, Come up 
unto the Lord." Hos. i. 7. " I will save them by the Lord 
their God." Zech. x. 12. " I will strengthen them in the 
Lord,"&c. The council of Sirmium, indeed, anathematizes 
those who thus interpret these words, and do not say, " the 



Son rained from the Father," (Socrat. lib. ii. cap.. 30.) Yet' 
St. Chrysostom'didnot fear to say this is an idiom of the 
Scripture language, which intended only to shew, on Kvptog 
rrjv rijjLwpiav lirnyayz, that the Lord brought this punishment 
upon them. Others also have observed, that the Scripture 
phrase being very concise, by the Lord, (in the beginning 
of the verse) may be meant, the angel of the Lord. For 
wheresoever mention is made of the Lord, it is to be un- 
derstood of him, uh JV2\> and his house of judgment (as the 
Jewish doctors speak); i. e. of the angels which attend his 
Divine Majesty. And thus I find Arethas (or Andreas 
Csesariensis), in his Commentaries upon the Revelation/ 
p. 729, understands these words. For he there compares 
that captain who was over the locusts, (Rev. ix.ll.) to the 
angel that was sent to cut off the army of Senacherib, and 
to this angel, f O tQv SoSo/xojv tov Sicnrvpov SXeOpov linGTfoag; 
who had the charge of executing the fiery destruction upon 
Sodom committed to Mm. For all angels^ sqith he, aTe not 
ministering spirits, tig StaKoviav auTvptov, for men's preserva- 
tion, but some serve, tig riubypiav, for punishment. And 
that they can bring fire from heaven, and raise storms and 
tempests, appears by the story of Job. 

Out of heaven.] From the Lord whose seat is in heaven. 
The like expression we have, Rev. xx. 9. 

Upon Sodom, and upon Gomorrah.] And the neighbour- 
ing cities, Admah and Zebohn; as appears from Deut. 
xxix. 23. *■■ . 

Brimstone (t?id fire.] A most hideous shower, or rather 
storm, of nitre, sulphur, or bitumen, mingled with fire, fell 
upon this country from above ; and, as the tradition was 
among the heathen, accompanied with a dreadful earth- 
quake: which made an irruption of those bituminous wa- 
ters, whereby this country was turned into the lake called 
Asphaltites, or the Salt, or Dead Sea. So Strabo, lib. xvi. in 
his description of that lake. And, indeed, it doth not seem 
improbable, that the earth quaked while the heavens did so 
terribly frown, and the Almighty's voice thundered from 
the clouds, as Doctor Jackson speaks, book i. on the 
Creed, chap. 15. For the word Karampocprj, (which St. PeteT 
uses, 2 Pet. ii. 6.) may be thought to import some such 
subversion. But itwas his ignorance of the sacred tradition 1 
in the Scriptures, which made Strabo wholly ascribe the 
desolation of that country to the earth ; and not at all to the 
heavens. Whereas Tacitus, who was betteT informed, says 
these Judaical cities (as he calls them), c< fulminum jactu (or 
ictu)arsisse,"iwere burnt by the stroke of thunderbolts from 
heaven: and, a little after, "igne coelesti flagrasse," were 
set on fire and consumed by lightning, (lib. v. Histor.) With 
which fell such abundance of bituminous stuff, that the 
valley which had only some pits of bitumen in it before, 
(xiv. 8. 10.) became a lake of it. 

Ver. 25. And he overthrew those cities, &c] " Super im- 
piumpopulumgehennammisit e coelo," as Salvian glosses, 
(lib. i. et lib. iv. de Gubern. Dei.) he sent hell front heaven 
upon an impious people. Of whose destruction there re- 
mains an everlasting monument in the Salt Sea : into which 
that plain country is turned. The quality of which, and of 
the soil about it, is so contrary to the nature of all other 
seas, or inland lakes; that no philosopher can give an ac- 
count of it, like that which Moses hath given us : as the 
same Doctor Jackson truly observes. He that will read 
Tacitus in the place foreraentioned, or Pliny, or Diodorus, 
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may be satisfied of tins. The country where these cities 
stood, being become a pan, or receptacle, (as the fore- 
named doctor well calls it) of such a strange moisture, that 
it may be called liquid pitch, rather than water: for it is so 
stiff that no wind will move it: nor will a camel sink, if 
thrown into it; nor any fish, or bird, that uses the water, 
live in it: and therefore called the Dead Sea, and Salt Sea, 
as Salmasius thinks, (Exerc. Plinian. p. 577. 614.) because 
no creature can live there, and because the noisome steams 
that come from it blast all that grows of itself, or is sown 
in the earth about it. Nor do the rivers that run into it, at 
all alter it; but it infects all their waters, with the loath- 
some qualities of those dregs of God's wrath (to use Doctor 
Jackson's words once more) which first settled in it, at this 
overthrow: just like bad humours, when they settle in any 
part of our bodies, plant, as it were, a new nature in it, and 
turn all nourishment into their substance. 

Ver. 2G. His wife looked back from behind him.'] She not 
only lagged behind, as we speak, but turned about aud 
stood still awhile, bewailing perhaps the loss of all there: 
or, as some of the Jews fancy, to see what would become 
of her kindred, and whether they would follow her or no. 

Became a pillar of salt.] Or, as some understand it, an 
everlasting monument: whence, perhaps, the Jews have 
given her the name of Adith, (as they call her in Pirke 
Eliczcr, cap. 25.) because she remained a perpetual testi- 
mony of God's just displeasure. For she standing still too 
long, some of that dreadful shower, before mentioned, over- 
took her; and falling upon her, wrapped her body in a 
sheet of nitro-sulphureous matter: which congealed into^a 
crust as hard as stone : and made her appear like a pillar 
of salt, her body being as it were candied in it. Kimchi 
calls it aheap of salt; which' the Hebrews say continued 
for many ages. Their conjecture is not improbable, who 
think the fable of Niobc was hence derived : who, the poets 
feign, was turned into a stone, upon her excessive grief for 
the death of her children. 

Ver. 27. Gat to the place, where he stood before the 
Lord.] Where he prayed, say the Jews, or communed with 
God,(xviii. 22. 33.) * 

Ver. 28. Tlie smoke of the country, &c] Some think, the 
Hebrew word signifies, like thesinoke of a lime-kiln; or, of 
a boiling cauldron. After the shower was over, the reck or 
steam of it remained ; and made that country look dismally, 
which before was like " the garden of God,"(xiii.lO.)but 
now become a stinking puddle of filthy water, Kaff virtpfio- 
\f\v SwruStc* as Diodorus speaks, noisome beyond expression. 

Ver. 29. Overthrew the cities, wherein Lot dwelt.] In one 
of which he dwelt: which is an usual manner of speaking 
in Scripture. Gen. viii.4. "The ark rested on the moun- 
tains (i.e. on one of the mountains) of Ararat/' Judg.xii.7. 
" Jephthah was buried in the cities (i.e. one of the cities) of 
Gilcad." Which explains that of St. Matthew, xxvi. 8. 
" when his disciples (i.e. one of his disciples, Judas,) saw 
it, he had indignation," &c. 

Ver. 30. And Lot went up out of Zoar, &c] It appears 
from hence, that this good man was very timorous, not 
having so strong a faith as his uncle Abraham. For he that 
had lately obtained a pardon for this place, because he was 
afraid he should not have time enough to get to the moun- 
tain, now forsakes it; for fear, I suppose, a new shower 
should come from heaven and destroy it, after the rest ; be- 



cause the inhabitants, perhaps, continued nnrcformed, 
though they had seen such a tcrr'blc example of the Divine 
vengeance upon their wicked neighbours. If his ci fear to 
dwell in Zoar" proceeded from this cause, it was the more 
reasonable; because he might think, though God had spared 
them for the present, yet they, taking no warning by the ca- 
lamity of their country, would shortly perish as the rest had 
done. And so Thcodorct, and others, think this city was af- 
terwards destroyed: of which there is no certain record: 
and if the tradition be true, it was not speedily swallowed 
up, as they report, but retained for some time the name of 
Zoar; being before called Bela, (xiv. 2.) 

Dwelt in the mountain.] It is not said what mountain ; 
but it is probable one of the mountains in the country after- 
ward called Moab ; from one of his children, which he 
here begat. For Epiphanius (Hoercs. liii.) describes the 
country of Moab as lying ttIquv rr\g aXuKf/e, &c. beyond the 
Salt, or Dead Sea. (See Salmas. Exerc. Plin. p. G15.) 

Ver. 31. There is not a man in all the earth.] Not one 
remaining of their kindred, that they knew: for they were 
not much acquainted, we may suppose, beyond that coun- 
try which was destroyed ; and those of Zoar were so wicked, 
that they looked upon them as beasts, rather than men. 

Ver. 32. Let us make him drink wine.] Which they 
brought with them out of Sodom, to support their spirits in 
their flight; or, else got at Zoar: of which they invited 
their father to drink liberally, and cheer himself under his 
extreme great sorrow. 

That we may preserve seed of our father.] This fact of 
theirs being objected by Celsus against our religion, Origen 
gives this account of it, (lib. iv. contra Ccls.) That these 
two maids having learned something of the conflagration of 
the world, and seeing their own city and country destroyed 
by fire, imagined, Zwirvpovrov yivovg rwv avQpwwwv, that the 
seminary of mankind remained only in their father and 
them. And if what they did was upon this supposition, 
that there was no other way to restore the world, they did 
no worse than the stoics thought their wise man might do, ' 
if the race of mankind were extinct, so that none but he and 
his daughter were left alive. Irenoeus makes the same ex- 
cuse for them, and says they did this innocently, and in 
their simplicity, believing all mankind were destroyed, 
(lib. iv. cap. 51.) But I take their conjecture to be highly 
probable, who conceive that the eager desire, which then 
possessed the hearts of good people, to fulfil the promise of 
the Messiah, w r as that which put them upon this, otherwise 
monstrous crime. For which there are these reasons: first, 
that they had lived so chastely in the midst of the impu- 
rities of Sodom, that one cannot think a spirit of unclcan- 
ness now entered into them, and carried them to this ac- 
tion: and indeed, secondly, their joining together in this 
contrivance (whereas matters of this nature used to bo 
carefully concealed from the nearest friends, or make them 
fall out, if they find themselves engaged in the same in- 
trigue), shews that they were acted by counsel and design, 
and not by brutish lust: and, thirdly, their perpetuating 
the memory of this fact, in the names of their children, is a 
demonstration there was something extraordinary in it ; and 
that they were not ashamed of it, but rather gloried in it; 
desiring it might be remembered that these children were 
descended from Lot. Who they thought, perhaps, might 
pretend to fulfil the promise as well as Abraham : being 
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the son of Abraham's elder brother ; and called out of 
Sodom by the ministry of angels, as Abraham was called 
out of Chaldea. 

Ver. 33. He perceived not when she lay down, &c] This 
seems hard to be understood : but it must be noted, that 
Moses only says he did not perceive when she came to 
bed to him, and when she got up again : not that he did 
not perceive w T hen he lay with her, of which he could not 
but have some perception. 

Though M. Montaigne, in his Essays, relates a story of 
a widow, who, being drunk, was abused by a hind in her 
house, and aftertrard finding herself with child, could not 
remember how it came to pass. But the fellow at last con- 
fessed his fact: of which, whatsoever sense she had then, 
she had perfectly forgot it when she awaked. 

Ver. 34. Go thou in, &c] If he had retained any re- 
membrance of w r hat he had done the night before, one can- 
not think he would have fallen into the same snare so soon 
again. For which reason, it is probable, he did not think 
he had been intoxicated, but only drank so freely as to 
make him sleep soundly, and forget his sorrow. 

Ver. 37. Moab.] Most will have this word to signify, 
from my father. But Drusius, in Deut. ii. 8. takes the im- 
port of it to be, Aqua Patris. 

Ver. 38. Ben-ammi.'] This signifies as much as, the son 
of my people. Which doth not acknowledge so plainly as 
the other, that this son w r as begotten by her father : but 
only that he w T as the son of one of her own nation, or 
kindred, not by a stranger. 



CHAP. XX. 

Ver. 1. JOURNEYED from thence.'] i. e. From Mamrc, 
where he had dwelt a great while, and where many remark- 
able passages had happened, (xiii. 18. xviii. 1.) 

Toward the south country.] Toward Egypt: for some 
fancy the very stench of the lake of Sodom was offensive 
to him in Mamre. 

Sojourned in Gerar.] The metropolis of Palestine; and, 
as some compute it, not much above sixmiles from Mamre. 

Ver. 2. Abraham said of Sarah, &c] Just as he had done 
in Egypt, (xii.l3.)when there was greater reason for it, she 
being then thirty years younger thannow, when she was 
no less than ninety years old. But it seems her beauty 
remained at this age, being healthful, and having born and 
suckled no children : and women in those days living so 
long, that they were as fresh at ninety as they are now at 
forty or fifty. When many that are of excellent constitu- 
tions, and naturally handsome, continue very lovely. 

Abimelech.] The nam$ of all the kings of Palestine, as 
Pharaoh was of the kings of Egypt. It is not improbable, 
as the author of Tzemath David conjectures, that the suc- 
ceeding kings took the name of him who was the first king 
of the country. Ad A. M. 2600. 

Sent and took Sarah.] By violence, some think; but I 
sec no ground for it. He desired to have her, and might 
think Abraham would look upon it as a great honour to 
have his sister become wife to a king: and Abraham, it is 
likely, shewed no unwillingness, not being in a condition to 
deny him. 

Ver. 3. And God came to Abimelech in a dream by 



night.] Two differences are observed by Maimonides, be- 
tween this manifestation, which God made of his mind to 
Abimelech, and that which he made to the prophets. For 
it is only said here, " God came to Abimelech/' and that 
he came "in a dream by night." The very same is said of 
Laban, the Syrian, who doth not seem to have been so 
good a man as Abimelech, (xxxi. 24.) But of Jacob it is 
said, "God spake unto Israel," and he spake to him in 
the visions of the "night (not in a dream), and said, u Jacob, 
Jacob/' xlvi. 2. (See More Nevoch. par. ii. cap. 41.) God 
was not a stranger to other nations, when he was pecu- 
liarly kind to Abraham : but spake to them in dreams, 
and sometimes in visions, as appears in Eliphaz and 
Elihu, Jobiv. 13. xxxiii. 14, 15, &c. 

Thou art but a dead man.] viz. If thou dost not restore 
Abraham his wife, (ver. 7.) 

She is a man's wife.] Or, married to a husband (as we 
translate it in the margin) so completely, that he hath en- 
joyed her as his wife. For from this place the Jewish 
doctors prove, that the marriage contract was not per- 
fected in these days till the parties had lain together: 
after which, if any other person lay with the woman, he 
was to be put to death as an adulierer; but not if he lay 
with her after the contract, before it was consummated by 
actual enjoyment. (See Mr. Selden, de Jure N. et G. 
lib. v. cap. 4. p. 551.) 

Ver. 4. But Abimelech had not come near her.] To use 
her as his wiTe. 

Wilt thou slay also a righteous nation ?] He was afraid 
(as became a good man, and a good king) lest his people 
should suffer upon his account, who, in this particular, 
had no guilt upon them. 

Ver; 5. Said he notxmto me, &c] The fault is in them, 
not in me : for I had both their words for it, that he was 
her brother, and he said nothing of her being his wife. 

In the integrity of my heart.] Not With any intention to 
defile her; but to make her my wife. 

And innocence of my hands.] I did not take her by vio- 
lence from Abraham ; but he and she consented to it. 

Ver. 6. And God said unto him in a dream.] The same 
expression is still retained/which we had (ver. 3.) to shew 
that this was a lower degree of Divine manifestation than 
was in Abraham's family. 

I know thou didst this in the integrity, &c] i. e. Thafrthou 
didst not design any evil. 

Fori also, &c] Or, rathe'r, u and I also withheld thee." 
I dealt well with thee, because of thy integrity. Some 
think he was withheld by a disease in the secret parts, 
(ver. 17.) 

From sinning against me.] From committing adultery. 
Ver. 7*. He is a prophet.] This is the first time we meet 
with the word Nabi, a prophet: and Abraham is the first 
that is honoured witli this name. Which signifies one fa- 
miliar with God, who might come to him to consult him 
upon all occasions, and be authorized to declare God's 
mind and will to others; and also prevail with him by his 
prayers for a blessing upon them. So it here follows: 

lie shall pray for thee.] Obtain life and health to thee. 

The greater any prophet was, the more powerful he was 

, in prayer, as appears by the stories of Moses, Elias, and 

Samuel. (See Psalm xcix. G.) 

It appears by this whole history of Abimelech, that he 
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was a man of great virtue in those days: and not an ido- 
lator, but a worshipper of the true God, as Mclchizedcc, 
the high-priest of that country, was: yet not so well ac- 
quainted with Divine revelations as Abraham was. 
. Vcr. 8. Abimclech rose up early in the morning.] This is 
a further token of his goodness, that lie delayed not to 
obey the Divine command. 

Called all his servants.] His privy-council, (as we 
speak) who were all of the same mind with him : that this 
was a Divine admonition, which it was not safe to disobey. 
From whence we may probably gather his court was not 
so corrupted as Abraham suspected. 

Ver. 0. What hast thou done unto us . ? ] Into what dan- 
ger hast thou brought us ? 

Thou hast brought on me and my kingdom a great sin.] 
Run me into the hazard of committing a great sin, or suf- 
fering a heavy punishment (for so sin is sometimes taken), 
in not telling me the truth. 

Thou hast done deeds unto me, that ought not to be done.] 
This is not fair dealing, such as I might have expected 
from thee. 

Ver. 10. What sawest thou, &cj What didst thou ob- 
serve in my country, that made thee think we would med- 
dle with thy wife ? What tokens of injustice, or impurity, 
Ididst thou see among us ? 

Ver. 11, Because I thought surely, &c] The word rah, 
which we translate surely, signifies only: and may be thus 
well translated here, " this only I saw wanting in your 
country, the fear of God :" u e. a sense of religion, which 
restrains men from all manner of wickedness. It seems 
the people were not so good as their king, 

Vcr. 12. And yet, indeed, she is my sister.] Do not con- 
demn me of telling a lie; for she is truly my sister. Such 
was the language of those days, to call their wives sisters, 
and their nephews brothers. As he calls Lot, xiii. 8. who 
was his nephew, and the brother of Sarah ; as was observed 
upon xi. 29. 

She is the daughter of my father.] i. e. His father's grand- 
daughter, who are frequently in Scripture called the chil- 
dren of their grandfathers. For she was daughter to Ha- 
ran, eldpr brother of Abraham. 

But not the daughter of my mother.] It seems Terah had 
two wives, by one of which he had Haran, "the father of 
Lot and SaTah ; and by the other he had Abraham. So 
Sarah was daughter to one who was his brother by his fa- 
ther's side, but not by his mother : and with such a niece 
they thought it not unlawful then to marry. No regard 
being had to consanguinity (if we may believe R. Solo- 
mon Jarchi) by the father's side, before the law of Moses, 
but only by the mother's. 

The more received opinion, indeed, of the Hebrew doc- 
tors is, (as Mr. Selden observes, lib. v. de Jure N. ct G, 
cap. 2.) that Sarah was indeed the daughter of Terah by 
his second wife, and so Abraham's half sister. And Said 
Batricides (patriarch of Alexandria above seven hundred 
years ago) in his Arabic History, tells us, the n?ime of 
Tcrah's first wife was Jona; and the name of his second 
Tcvitha, by whom he had Sarah. But there is no other 
authority for this. 

Ver. liJ. When God caused me to wander.] The Hebrew 
word which Ave translate ivandcr, being in the plural num- 
ber, the LXX. render the word ^lohim (God) the angels, 



who, by the command of God, led him from his father's 
house, through divers countries But the Chaldce trans- 
lates it, *' when because of the idols of Chaldca," I was 
called away from my own country, &c. For so the gods, 
that is, the idol gods, might be said to cause him to 
wander : because it was by reason of them, that God would 
not have him stay any longer in his own country. But 
there is no need of these devices: nothing being more 
usual in the Hebrew language than for the plural number 
to be put instead of the singular, especially when they 
speak of God, as Bochart observes, in many places, (Gen. 
xxxv. 7. Exod. xxxii. 4. Psalin exlix. 2. Ecclcs. xii. 1.) 
See Hierozoic. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 34. Nay, Hackspan 
hath rightly observed that there are nouns of the plural 
number in their termination, which, in signification, arc 
singular, with which it is usual to join a verb of the plural 
number, because of the plural termination of the noun. A 
plain example of w T hich we have, Gen. iv. 6. "Why is 
thy countenance (in the Hebrew, faces) fallen ?" The lijce 
he observes in the Syriac language : (John i. 4.) ** The life 
(in the Syriac, lives) was the light of men." 

Ver. 16. I have given thy brother a thousand pieces of 
silver.] The word pieces is not in the Hebrew. But by 
ceseph, silver, all, in a manner, understood shekels: for an- 
ciently there were no shekels of gold or brass, but only of 
silver. Yet there are those who think he did not give him 
thus much in money; but in the goods beforementioned, (vcr, 
14.) which were worth a thousand shekels. (Sec xxiii. 16.) 

He is unto thee a covering of the eyes, &c] These words 
are very variously expounded, according as the first word 
hu is interpreted: which may relate either to the gift before- 
mentioned, and be translated this; or to Abraham, and be 
translated he, as it is by us. If they refer to the former, 
then the sense is, *' I have given him that sum of money 
to buy thee a veil, that all who converse with thee here, 
or in any other country (where thou shalt come), may 
know thee to be a married woman." For a veil was 
worn in token of subjection to the power of the husband: 
and that thereby their chastity might be preserved safe 
from the snares of others. As G. Vorstius observes upon 
Pirke Eliezer, cap. 32. Or, as others interpret it, " this 
money wall be a covering to thine eyes (that is, a defence 
to thy modesty): it being a testimony that Abimelech paid 
dear for taking thee into his house." 

If they refer to Abraham, then the meaning is, " Thou 
necdest no other defence of thy modesty and chastity than 
he, nor hast any reason to say hereafter he is thy brother; 
for he is so dear to God that God will defend him, and he 
will defend thee, without such shifts as this thou hast used : 
nay, not only thee, but all that arc with thee; and that 
even against strangers." I omit other interpretations, and 
refer the reader to L. de Dicu. 

Thus she was reproved.] Or, instructed (as some translate 
it) not to dissemble her condition : or, this was the repre- 
hension he gave her, for saying Abraham w r as her brother. 

Vcr. 17. So Abraham prayed unto God, 8cc] Besceehed 
God to restore them all to their health, now that his wife 
was restored to them, (ver. 14.) 

Ver. 18. For the Lord had fast closed up, Sac] By such 
swellings (some understand it) in the secret parts, that the 
men could neither enjoy their wives, nor the women whq 
were with child be delivered. 
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Ver. 1. -&ND the Lord visited Sarah, &c] Bestowed 
upon her the blessing he had promised her ; i. e. made her 
conceive. For so the word visit signifies, cither in a bad 
sense to inflict punishment, (Exod. xx. 5.) or in a good 
sense to confer blessings; as here, and Exod. iii. 16. and 
many other places. 

And he did unto her as he had spoken.] Performed his 
promise by making her bring forth a child : for so it is ex- 
plained in the next verse, " Sarah conceived, and bare 
Abraham a son.** 

Ver. 2. Sarah conceived, &c] God not only made her 
womb fruitful, but brought the fruit of it to perfection, 
and then brought it into the world. 

At the set time of which God had spoken to him.'] (xviii. 
14.) It is not said where Isaac was born: for we are not 
told here, whether Abraham departed from Gerar into any 
other part of this country, as Abimeleeh kindly offered 
and gave him liberty to do, (xx. 15.) But it appearing by 
the latter end of this chapter, that he continued a long time 
in Abimelech's country, though not at Gerar, it is proba- 
ble Isaac was born at Beer-sheba, (ver. 31.) 

Ver. 6. God hath made me to laugh.] i. e. To rejoice 
exceedingly. 

So tliat all that hear will laugh with me.] All my friends 
and neighbours will congratulate my happiness and re- 
joice with me. 

Ver. 7. Give children suck.] It is usual to put the plural 
number for the singular, as was observed before, (xix. 29.) 
Or, she hoped, perhaps, to have more children after this. 
And her giving him suck was a certain proof, that she 
had brought him forth of her own womb ; and that he was 
not a supposititious child, as Menochius well observes. 
Others note, that the greatest persons in those ancient 
days suckled their own children : which Favorinus, a 
Greek philosopher, pressed as a duty upon a noble wo- 
man by many strong arguments: which arc recorded by 
A. Gcllius, who was present at his discourse; (lib. xii. 
Noet. Attic, cap. 1.) 

Ver. 8. The child grew, and tvas tveaned.] At the age of 
five years old, as St. Jerome reports the opinion of some 
of the Hebrews. 

Made a great feast the same day.] Rather now than at 
his nativity, because there was greater hope of life, when 
he was grown so strong as to be taken from his mother's 
breast. 

Ver. 9. Sarah saw the son ofHagar, &c. mocking J] He 
laughed and jeered, perhaps, at the great bustle which 
was made at Isaac's weaning: looking upon himself as 
the first-born, and by the right of that to have the privi- 
lege of fulfilling the promise of the Messiah. This gives 
a good account of Sarah's earnestness for the expulsion, 
not only of him, but of his mother also, who, it is likely, 
flattered and bare him up in those pretensions. Many 
think he did more than mock him, because St. Paul calls 
it persecution, (Gal. iv. 29.) which St. Jerome takes for 
beating Isaac ; who, perhaps, resenting his flouts, might 
say something that provoked Ishmacl to strike him. And 
it is very probable his mother encouraged him to this, or 
maintained him in his insolence, which was the reason 
Sarah pressed to have them both turned out of doors. 
vol. i. 



Some think he jested upon his name, and made it a mat- 
ter of merriment. For so the word is used, xix. 14. 

Ver. 10. Cast out, &c] Let them not dwell here any 
longer, nor continue a part of thy family. 

Shall not be heir, &c] She judged, by what she had seen 
of his fierce and violent spirit, that it would not be safe 
for her son to let Ishmael have any share in his father's 
inheritance : for she was afraid he would make himself 
master of all. 

Ver. 11. Grievous, because of his son.] His wife is not 
here mentioned, because his principal concern was for 
his son : but it appears, by the next verse, he had some 
consideration of her also. 

Ver. 12. God said unto Abraham, &c] By this he was 
satisfied that Sarah's motion proceeded not merely from 
her anger ; but from a Divine incitation. 

For in Isaac shall thy seed be called.] Here the blessing 
promised to Abraham's secd,(xvii. 7, 8.) is limited to the 
posterity of Isaac ; and the meaning of the phrase is, they 
that descend from Isaac, and not they that descend from 
Ishmael, shall be owned by me for the children of Abra- 
ham; particularly the Messiah shall be one of his seed. 

Ver. 13. Also of the son of thy hand-maid, &c] He re- 
news the promise he had made him before, (xvii. 20.) that 
Ishmael should have a numerous posterity: because he 
was descended from Abraham. 

Ver. 14. Rose up early in the morning.] Delayed not to 
fulfil the Divine will. 

Took bread and abottleoftvater.] Which includes all 
sort of provision for their present necessity, till they came 
to the place unto which, in all probability, he directed 
them to bend their course. For it is not reasonable to 
think, that he sent them to seek their fortune (as we 
speak) without any care what became of them. It may 
seem strange rather, that he did not send a servant to at- 
tend them, but let Hagar carry the provision herself: 
which I suppose was done to humble her, and to shew that 
her son was to have no portion of Abraham's inheritance, 
nor of his goods ; of which servants were a part. Doctor 
Jackson, (book i. on the Creed, cap. 25.) thinks that Abra- 
ham would scarce have suffered them to go into a wilder- 
ness so poorly provided, when he had store of all things, 
unless he had been directed by some secret instinct, pre- 
saging the rude and sharking kind of life unto which his 
progeny was ordained. Yet, it is probable, lie was as 
kind to him as he was to the sons he had by Keturah, and 
sent him some tokens of his love afterwards. (See xxv. 6.) 
Ver. 15. She cast the child under one of the shrubs.] He 
being faint, and ready to die with thirst. A presage (saith 
the great man beforenamed) that his posterity should be 
pinched with the like penury: scantiness of water (which 
was their best drink) straitening their territories in Ara- 
bia, asStrabo observes, lib. xvi. And after they had en- 
larged their bounds, even in Mesopotamia itself, they 
were still confined to the dry and barren places of it. 

Ver. 16. And she went and sat her down, &c] Her 
strength carried her further than he could go : but her af- 
fection still kept her within sight of the place where he 
was. 

Ver. 17. And God heard the voice of the lad.] Who 
cried, it seems, as well as his mother : and it movid the 
Divine pity to send an angel to their relief. 
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Fear not.] Do not think I come to terrify thee : or, do 
not fear the death of (hy child. 

Ver. 18. Lift up the lad, kcJ] It seems he was so faint 
that he was not able to stand without support. 

Ver. 19. Opened her eyes.] Made her see what she did 
not observe before, by reason of her tears, or the great 
disturbance of her mind. 

Ver. 20. And God was with the lad.] Preserved and 
prospered him : so that he grew to be a man. 

Became an archer.'] A skilful hunter and warrior also, 
with bow and arrows. Am. Marcellinus, lib. xiv. tells us, 
that the Saracens, who were of the posterity of Ishmael, 
never set their hands to the plough, but got their living, for 
the most part, by their bow. For such as they were them- 
selves such was their food, (victus universis caro ferina, 
&c.) they all lived upon wild flesh, or venison, and such 
wild fowl as the wilderness afforded, with herbs and milk. 
Dr. Jackson observes, that he compares them to kites, 
ready to spy a prey, but so wild withal that they would not 
stay by it (as crows or other ravenous birds do by carrion), 
but presently fled with what they caught into their nests. 

Ver. 21. lie dwelt in the wilderness of Par an.] Which 
was near to Arabia: in which country all the Orieutal 
writers say the posterity of Ishmael lived : particularly 
Patricides, w T ho says he went into the land of Jathreb, 
which is that part of Arabia, in which is the city of Medina. 

A wife out of Egypt.] Out of her own country, where 
she was best acquainted. The Jewish doctors say ho had 
two wives, whose names, they tell us, were Aiscah and Pha- 
timah: the first of which received Abraham churlishly, 
when he went to visit his son; and therefore he put her 
away and took the other, who proved more civil, when he 
made a second journey thither. Which, though it looked 
like a fable, yet I think it not improbable that Abraham 
might goto see how his son lived, and that Ishmael might 
sometimes wait upon him (as the author of Schalsc. 
Hakab. and Pirke Eliezer affirm); for we cannot think 
they were so unnatural as never to have any correspond- 
ence: especially since we read that Ishmael, as well as 
Isaae, took care of Abraham's funeral, xxv.9. After which, 
it is not improbable, Hagar might have another husband ; 
which is the account Aben Ezra (upon Psalra lxxxiii. 6.) 
gives of the people called Hagarenes, who are there men- 
tioned as distinct from the Ishmaelites : they were, saith he, 
descended fromHagar by another husband, notby Abraham. 

Ver. 22. Abimelech and Pichol, &c.] It is plain by this 
that Abraham still lived, if not in the country of Gerar, 
yet very near it. 

God is with thee in all that thou doest] They saw him so 
thriving and prosperous, that they were afraid he might 
grow too strong for them, if he should have a mind to dis- 
turb them. 

Ver. 23. Swear that thou wilt not deal falsely , &c] That 
as there hath been a long friendship between me and thee, 
so thou wilt not violate it; but always preserve it, even 
when I am dead : according to thy frequent professions 
and, perhaps, promises. 

According to the kindness, &c] Abimelech thought he 
might claim this oath from Abraham, by virtue of the ob- 
ligations he had laid upon him. 

Ver. 24. I will sivear.] He was as forward to confirm 
his promises as to make them. 



Ver. 25. And Abraham reproved Abimelech.] But before 
he sware, he thought it necessary to settle a right under- 
standing between them : and therefore argued with Abi- 
melech (as it may bo rendered) about a well of water 
digged by Abraham's servants, which Abimelech's had in- 
juriously taken from him. This was wisdom to complain 
of wrongs now, before they entered into a covenant, that 
they, being redressed, there might remain no occasion of 
quarrels afterward. 

Ver. 2G. Abimelech said, I wot not, &c] This is the first 
time I heard of it ; if thou hadst complained before I would 
have done thee right. 

Ver.27. And Abraham tooksheep, &c.] Some think they 
were a present he made to Abimelech, in gratitude for what 
he had bestowed on him, (xx. 14.) or in token of friendship 
with him. But others think they were designed for sacri- 
fices, by which they made a covenant one with another. At 
least some of them served for that use. 

Ver. 28. And he set seven ewe lambs by themselves.] The 
meaning of this is afterwards explained, ver. 30. That 
though they were part of the present he made him, .yet 
they should be understood also (being set apart from the 
rest) to be a purchase of a quiet possession of that well. 

Ver. 30. A witness vnto me that I have digged this well] 
By this token it shall be remembered hereafter, that I 
digged this well, and that thou didst grant me quiet pos- 
session of it. 

Ver. 31. Called the place Beer-sheba.] The Hebrew word 
sheba signifies, both an oath, and also seven: perhaps for 
both reasons this place had this name. We are sure for 
the first, which is here mentioned : because they sware to 
each other. 

Ver. 31 . Thus they made a covenant, &c] By giving and 
accepting those sheep and oxen, mentioned ver. 27. and, 
perhaps, by offering sacrifices ; or, at least, by eating and 
drinking together, as Isaac and Abimelech did in after- 
times, (xxvi.30.) 

Here some observe, it was not unlawful, by the law of 
nature, to make covenants with infidels and idolaters, for 
mutual defence and commerce, or such-like reasons; but 
I see no proof that Abimelech was such a person. In 
future- ages the people of Canaan were so corrupted by 
this, as well as other sins, that God commanded them to 
be exterminated, and made it unlawful to enter into a co- 
venant with them, (Exod. xxxiv. 15.) But as the Philis- 
tines were none of them, so it still remained law T ful to 
make leagues with other gentiles who were not of the seven 
nations of Canaan, as we see by the examples of David, 
and Solomon, and others. 

They returned into the land of the Philistines.] Into that 
part of the country where they dwelt; for both Abimelech 
and Abraham were now in that land, as appears from the 
last verse of this chapter. 

Ver. 33. Abraham jylanted a grove.] For a solemn and 
retired place wherein to worship God. For, as Servius 
says upon the ninth iEneid, €i Nunquam est lucus sine re- 
ligione;" there never was a grove, in ancient times, without 
religion. And therefore here we may well suppose Abra- 
ham built an altar, which was fenced and bounded with an 
inclosurc, and shaded with trees, as Mr. Mede (Discourse 
xix.) observes their proseuchas, or places of prayer, to 
have been in aftertimes. For, that this was intended for 
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a place of prayer, appears by the following words—" and 
called there on the name of the Lord," &c. 

From hence, some think, the custom of planting groves 
was derived into all the gentile world, who so profaned 
them by images, and filthiness, and sacrifices to demons, 
that God commanded them, by the law of Moses, to be 
cut down. But Abraham made use of a grove before this, 
(xii. 6. 8.) where we find he built an altar on a mountain, 
which, I question not, was compassed with trees. (See 
xiii. 18.) Therefore I take this only to have been the first 
grove that he planted himself. 

Called upon the name of the Lord, the everlasting God.'] 
.1 find that Maimonides, in several places of his More Ne- 
yochim, translates the last words, Tlie Lord God of the 
world, or the Lord the Almighty Creator of the ivorld. 
For this was the great article of faith in those days, that 
God made the world. (Par. ii. cap. 30. et par. iii. cap. 29.) 

Ver. 34. Sojourned many days, &c] The word days 
often signifies years, and, it is likely, signifies so in this 
place : for here Isaac was born, and here he was weaned ; 
and after that Abraham found so much friendship from 
Abimelech, and so many conveniences of life, that they 
invited him to stay a long time in this country. 



CHAP. XXII. 

Ver. 1. XjLND it came to pass after these things.] That 
which follows fell out while Abraham dwelt atBeer-sheba, 
,or near it, (ver. 19.) 

• God did tempt Abraham.'] Proved or tried his faith, in 
\m very difficult instance. The Hebrews take great notice, 
that the name of Elohim (which they call Nomen Judicii) 
is here used, as it is in several of the following verses. 

And said unto him, Abraham.] I suppose there was such 
a visible appearance of the Divine Majesty to him as he 
had often seen, (xv. I. xvii.l. xviii. 1.) 

Here I am.] A phrase expressing readiness to hearken 
and to give answer, (ver. 7. 12.) 

Ver. 2. Take now.] Immediately. 

Thy son.] A hard thing, had it been Ishmael. 

Thy only son Isaac] His only son by Sarah, and the 
child of the promise, (xxi. 12.) 

Whom thou lovest.] Who was far dearer to him than any 
thing in this world ; dearer than his own life ; for men will 
venture that to preserve their children. According to an 
old saying in Euripides, 

'Airaai 8' av0pu>7roic ap r\v i/^X 7 ' T * Kva * 

Children are to all mankind, their very life, or sdul. 

Whence it was that Pacatus Drepanius said in his pane- 
gyric to Theodosius the Great, " Instituente natura plus 
fere filios quam nosmetipsos diligimus;" we are taught by 
nature to love our sons, in a manner, more than ourselves. 
♦But the love of God in Abraham was stronger than either. 

Get thee into the land of Moriah.] So it was called after- 
wards, from God's appearing there (ver. 14.) for the deli- 
verance of Isaac, as many think. Certain it is, that the 
temple of Solomon was built upon Mount Moriah; 
(2 Chron. iii. I.) but this name belonged not only to that 
mountain, but to all the mountainous country thereabouts, 



which is here called the land of Moriah. Which Aquila 
translates Kara^avfj, conspicuous; for it is derived from 
the word raah, to see. And the LXX. translate it not 
amiss, jriv v\pr}\rjv, high country; which is very conspicu- 
ous. But Mount Zion, and Acra, and other neighbouring 
mountains, being also very high, this name of Moriah be- 
longed to them, because they were very conspicurous. . In- 
somuch that Mount Zion is often used in Scripture for 
Mount Moriah; for all that mountainous country went by 
one and the same name. 

And offer him there.] The Hebrews observe the word is 
ambiguous, and may be translated, make him to go up; 
but Abraham understood it in the usual sense, that he 
should kill him, as they did the beasts for sacrifices. A 
very hard injunction, which some think God would not 
have laid upon Abraham, if he had not had a power thus 
to dispose of Isaac, inherent in him as his father. (See 
Dr. Taylor, Duct. Dubit. lib. iii. cap. 5. rule 2. n. 1.) ; 

Upon one of the mountains.'] There were more hills than 
one thereabouts, (Psalm exxv. 2.) as I observed on tho 
foregoing verse. And it may be, further here noted, that in 
ancient times they chose mountains, or high places, whereon 
to worship God, and offer sacrifices :• (xii. 8.) which God 
himself approved of till they were profaned, as the groves 
were, (see xxi. 33.) and then he commanded Abraham's 
posterity not to worship in high places, but only in one 
certain mountain, where he ordered his temple to be seated. 
Nothing is plainer in the gentile writers, than that they 
chose mountains for places of worship : and herein Celsus, 
the Epicurean, compares them with the Jews ; observing, 
particularly out of Herodotus, that the Persians offered 
sacrifices to Jupiter, going up, Iwl ra vipqXoraTa twv oplo>v, 
to the top of the highest mountains, as his words are in 
Origen, (lib. v. contra Cels.) It is well known, also, that 
these mountains were well shaded with trees; so that, com- 
monly, groves and mountains are mentioned together, as 
places for religious worship. 

Ver. 3. And Abraham rose up early in the morning, &c] 
Some here take notice of the readiness of his obedience, 
in several instances : 

First, That he rose up early. Secondly, Saddled his ass 
himself (though the pjirase doth not certainly import so 
much). Thirdly, Carried wood ready cleft along with him, 
for the offering, lest he should find none there. 

And Isaac his son.] It is an inquiry among the Jews, 
how old Isaac was at this time. Some of them say seven- 
and-thirty, whom the Arabic Christian writers follow, Pa- 
tricides and Elmacinus. Aben Ezra, more probably; saith 
he was thirty. But there is no certainty of such things : 
for I find in the Gemera Sanhedrim, (cap.x. n. 4.) it is said, 
this fell out' a little after he was weaned. (See ver. 9.) - 

And went unto the place.] That is, toward the place; 
which he did not see till the third day after he set out. 

Ver. 4. On the third day.] It was not much above one 
day's journey from Beer-sheba.to Moriah; but an ass goes 
slowly, especially being loaded, as this was, with a burden 
of wood, and with provisions, we must suppose, for thei^ 
journey; and Abraham, and his son, and servants, went on 
foot, and could not travel far on a day (Isaac being but 
young), for it doth not appear they had more than one single 
ass, (ver. 5.) 

And saw the place afar off.] It is most reasonable to 
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suppose, that God had given him some token or sign, 
whereby he should know it. And I cannot but think it 
highly probable, that the Divino glory appeared in the 
place where he was to make the oblation. Which conjec- 
ture I find confirmed by It. EHezcr, among other of the 
Jews, who says, that when God bad him go to the place he 
would tell him of (ver. 2.) and there offer his son ; he 
asked how he should know it? and the answer was, 
* Wheresoever thou scest my glory, there I will stay, and 
wait for thee," &c. And accordingly, now, " he beheld a 
pillar of fire reaching from heaven to the earth," and thereby 
knew tliis was the place, (See Pirke EHezcr, cap. 31.) 

Ver. 5. Goyonder and ivorship.] This confirms the fore- 
mentioned conjecture, that, the Divine glory appearing 
upon the mountain, ho went thither to worship God. 

And come again to you.'] He either speaks of himself 
alone, or believed God would restore Isaac to life, though 
he did slay him. 

Ver. G. And laid it upon Isaac his son.'] A figure of 
Christ, who carried his own cross, (John xix.17.) accord- 
ing to the Roman custom. Philo's reflection upon Isaac's 
carrying the wood for his own sacrifice is, that " nothing 
is more laborious than piety." 

Ver. 7. Behold the fire and the wood, &c] It appears by 
this, that he had not hitherto acquainted Isaac with his 
intention. 

Ver. 8. So they went both of them together.'] It seems 
they stayed awhile, (as they were going together, ver. G.) 
till Isaac had finished this discourse with his father, and 
then they proceeded. 

Ver. 9. Built an altar there.] Of turf, some think; or, 
of such stone as he could gather. 

And bound Isaac his soil] Both his hands, and his feet, 
as it is explained in Pirke Eliezer. (cap. 31.) * When the 
gentiles offered human sacrifices, they tied both their hands 
behind their backs, as appears from Ovid, (lib. iii. de Pont. 
Eleg. 2.) and other authors. Whether Isaac was thus 
bound, it matters not ; but we cannot doubt that Abraham 
had now acquainted him with the will of God, and per- 
suaded him willingly to comply and submit unto it : wherein 
he prefigured Christ the more exactly, who laid down 
his life of himself, and no man (without his consent) could 
take it from him, as he speaks, John x. 17, 18. We 
have reason to believe this of Isaac, because he, being 
younger and stronger, could have made resistance, had he 
been so minded. Joscphus says he was twenty-five years 
old; (lib. i. Antiq. 14.) and Bochart makes him twenty- 
eight; the word naar, which we translate lad, being used 
for one of that age ; nay, Joseph is called so when he was 
thirty years old, (Hierozoic. par. i. lib. iii. cap. 9.) This is 
certain, that he was old enough to carry such a load of 
wood, (vcr.G.) as was sufficient to make a fire to offer up 
a burnt-offering. There are those, also, who think Isaac 
was laid upon the altar to be offered, in that very placo 
where Christ was crucified. And thus much is true, that 
though Mount Calvary was without Jerusalem, and there- 
fore different from Mount Moriah, on which the temple 
stood, yet they were so near, and it is likely only parts of 
one and the same mountain, that they were anciently both 
comprehended under the name of Moriah. 

Ver. 10. Abraham stretched forth his hand, &c] His 
obedience proceeded so far, that it evidently appeared he 



was fully resolved to do as he was bidden; for the knife 
was just at Isaac's throat, ready to do the execution. In- 
somuch that God made account of it, as if it had been 
actually done, and accepted his obedience as 6XokX^oc 
teal TravTtXrjc, cts entirely perfect, and absolutely completed, 
as Philo speaks. And yet there have been those who dis- 
parage this obedience, by endeavouring to make the world 
believe that the sacrificing of children was in use before 
Abraham's time. And the very first thing that hath been 
alleged as a proof of it, is the very objection in Philo, 
made by cavilling calumniators (as he calls them) who 
said, why should such praise be bestowed on Abraham, 
a>C iyxupnrfiv KtKaivovpyr)fiivi}S irpa%uog, as if he had attempt- 
ed a thing altogether new, which private men, and kings, 
and whole nations, do upon occasion? The learned reader 
cannot but know that one of our own countrymen, (Sir J. 
Marsham, in Canon. Chronic. §.v.) hath set this in the 
front of all his arguments, to prove that Abraham was not 
the first who sacrificed his son ; without acquainting the 
reader with Philo's answer to this, which quite overthrows 
all his pretensions. For he says, (lib. de Abrahamo, p. 375, 
376. Edit. Paris.) that some barbarians have done this, fol- 
lowing the custom of their country, or being in great dis- 
tress, &c. But nothing of this nature could move Abraham 
to it, for the custom of sacrificing children was neither in 
Babylon, nor Mesopotamia, nor Chaldea, where he had 
lived a long time ; no, nor (as it follows a little after) in 
that country where he then lived; but avrbg tfitXkt irpwrog 
agXtaQat Katvorarov kvlL iraprikXay/jiivov napaBuyfiaToc, he teas 
to be the beginner of a perfectly new and unusual example. 
What plainer confutation can there be of what the fore- 
named author pretends, than this, which he most disinge- 
nuously concealed? Nor is there more strength in what 
follows in him out of Sanchoniathon, who says that Saturn 
offered his only son. For by Saturn it is evident he meant 
Abraham, as appears by the name of that son whom such- 
like authors call lend, which is plainly the very same 
with Jehid, as Isaac is called in the second verse of 
this chapter. I omit the rest, which is of the like stamp. 
Ver. 11. And the angel of the Lord called to him, &c] 
That is, the Lord himself, by his angel. See upon xviii. 10. 
To which I shall here add, that, whether it be said in these 
holy books the Lord said any thing, or an angel spake, we 
are always to understand both to havo been present; for 
the angels ever attend upon the Divine Majesty, and, being 
ministers of his, do nothing but by his order. Therefore, 
when he is said to speak, it is by them, and when they are 
said to speak, it is from him. It is the Lord, therefore, 
that speaks, whosoever be the minister. Of which St. Aus- 
tin gives a demonstration from this very place, (lib. iii. de 
Trinitatc, cap. 11.) in the beginning of this chapter, (ver. 
1,2.) "We read that God templed Abraham, and bade 
him go and offer to him his son ; but here the angel of the 
Lord called to him, and bade him not to do it. What is the 
meaning of this ? Will they (whose opinion he there op- 
poses) say that God commanded Isaac to be slain, and 
that his angel forbade it; and that Abraham obeyed the 
angel who bade him spare his son, against the command of 
God, who bade him slay him? This sense is ridiculous, 
and not to be endured. The plain meaning is, that God 
spake both times, in the one case and in the other; but by 
an angel, who was his minister 
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sometimes speak as if they were the Lord, because they 
speak in his name : just as when a public crier pronounces 
the sentence of a judge, c Non scribitur in gestis, ille prse- 
eo dixit, sed ille judex/ It is not written in the records, that 
the crier, but the judge, pronounced that sentence" 

And thus R. Jehuda understood this passage, whose 
gloss is this: (in Pirke Eliezer, cap. 31.) "He," i.e. the 
Lord, "made his voice to be heard from between the two 
cherubims, and said, Lay not thy hand upon the lad." I do 
not know whether it be worth observing, that God is not 
called in all this story (as the Jews note) by the name of 
Jehovah, till now: which being, say they, Nomen miseri- 
cordis, is most agreeable to this part of the story, as 
Elohim was to the former part, (ver. 2.) 

Abraham, Abraham.'] He ingeminates his name, that he 
might make him attend to what he said, and put a stop to 
his proceedings. 

Ver. 12. Now I know thoufearest God, &c] Thou hast 
given sufficient proof of the regard thou hast to God and 
his commands. It is apparent from what thou hast done, 
and thou needest do no more to evidence it. And so 
Hackspan translates the word know in this place, now I 
have proved, or approved, as Psalm i. nit. Matt. vii. 23. 
Which proofs do not argue ignorance, no more than ques- 
tions do. (Gen. iii. 9. John vi. 5, G.) 

Nobody (that I know of) hath better explained this whole 
matter than Moses Maimonides, whose words are these: 
(More Nevoehim, par. iii. cap. 24.) This story of Abra- 
ham makes good two great foundations of the law : " one is, 
to shew us how far the fear and love of God extends itself. 
For here was a command to do that, with which the loss 
of money, or of life itself, is not to be compared; nay, 
that from which nature abhorred ; viz. that a man very rich, 
and in great authority, who earnestly desired an heir, which 
was born to him when he had no hope of one, in his old 
age, should so overcome his natural affection to him 
(which could not but be exceeding great), as to forego all 
the expectations he had from him, and consent, after a 
journey of three days, to slay this son with his own hands. 
This is the greatest thing that ever was performed: for if 
he had done it in that moment when he was commanded, it 
might have been thought a sudden, precipitant, and incon- 
siderate act; but to do it so many days after he received 
the command, upon mature deliberation, is the highest 
proof of his obedience, and that this act proceeded from 
nothing but from the fear and love of God : for he did not 
make haste to slay his son out of any fright he was in lest 
God should have slain him, or taken away his estate, if 
he had disobeyed ; but took time to consider of it, that he 
might shew to all men what one ought to do for the love 
and fear of God, and not for fear of punishment, or hope 
of worldly reward ; for the angel said, Noiv I know thou 
fearest God. 

t( The second thing we are taught by this history is, that 
the prophets were fully assured of the truth of those things 
which God spake to them, either in dreams, or in visions, 
or any other way; which they believed as strongly as 
things of sense. For if Abraham had in the least doubted 
whether this were the will of God or no, which he received 
either in a vision, or a dream, he would never have con- 
sented to a thing which nature abhorred " 

This very story is told by Alexander Polyhistor, as 



Eusebius relates out of him, (lib. ix. Prsepar. Evang. 
§. xix.) 

Ver. 13. Abraham lift up his eyes.] From looking upon 
Isaac, or upon the angel. 

And looked.] He heard, we may suppose, a bustling 
noise, which the ram made when it was caught in the 
thicket; which made him look that way from whence the ■ 
noise came. 

And behold, behind him a ram, &e.] Bochart gives many 
reasons to prove that the most ancient reading, and much 
better, was, Behold, one ram: achar, which we translate 
behind, being put for achad, one, or a singular ram, (par. i. 
Hierozoic. lib. ii. cap. 49.) But it is not material which 
way we take it; nor need we inquire how the ram came 
there. Nothing is more common than for sheep to go 
astray; and by God's providence this ram was caught in 
a thicket not far from Abraham; whereby he made good 
what Abraham had told his son, " God will provide a 
lamb for a burnt-offering." In which this ram was a not- 
able type of Christ, who was a sacrifice provided by God, 
not by man, .as this ram was brought by Divine Providence 
to be offered, not by Abraham. 

And Abraham took the rain, and offered him up for a 
burnt-offering, instead of his son.] Saying, as R. S. repre- 
sents it, Lord, accept this sacrifice, as if my son himself 
were slain, and his blood shed, and his skin flayed off, and 
he were burnt and reduced to ashes. 

And the ram being accepted instead of his son, may be 
thought to signify that the offering of the blessed seed, God's 
only Son, should be suspended till future times, and that 
in the mean season the offering the blood of beasts should 
serve as a pledge (to use the words of Mr. Mede) of that 
expiation which the blessed seed of Abraham should one 
day make, (Discourse xxv.) where he observes, that the 
more lively to express this, God so disposed, that the very 
place where the ram was offered instead of Isaac, should 
be the place of sacrifice for Israel. For there it was, where 
the Lord answered David by fire from heaven, (1 Chron. 
xxi. 2G.) and so designed it for the place he had chosen 
for his altar; there David pitched him a tabernacle, (1 
Chron. xxii. 1.) and there Solomon built him a house, 
(2 Chron. iii. I.) 

Ver. 14. Jehovah-jereh.] The Lord will see or provide : 
'that is, take care of their safety who steadfastly obey him. 

And it is said to this day.] Which is thus called to this 
day: or, as others interpret it, now it is a proverbial 
speech when men are in great straits, in the mount of the 
Lord it shall be seen : where a double variation is observed, 
from what was said before; for here is Jehovah instead of 
Elohim, (\ ex. 12.) and then Jeraeh instead of jereh; i.e. the 
passive instead of the active ; signifying, that the Lord will 
not only see or provide, but make himself conspicuous by 
so providing, that all shall behold the care he takes of those 
that fear him. 

Ver. 15. And the angel of the Lord called, &c] This 
confirms what was noted on ver. 12. that it was God him- 
self who called to Abraham to stay his hand, and now says, 
" By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord," &e. What 
can be clearer, as Hackspan glosses, (Disput. ii. de Nomi- 
nibus Divinis, n.lG.) than that we are to turn away our 
eyes from the angel, and fix them upon God, who blessed 
Abraham, and is called the Lord, for whose sake (ver. 12.) 
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Abraham spared not bis only son? In all like cases there- 
fore, which exceed the angelic«il dignity, we arc always to 
understand some such words as these here mentioned, 
Xeuni Jehovah, thus saith the Lord. 

Ver. 1G. By myself have 1 sworn , &c] I observed upon 
xii. 7. and xvii. G. that God enlarged his mercies to Abra- 
ham, proportionable to his obedience; which is apparent 
in this great and last trial of all, the offering his son, 
which was rewarded by the ratification of God's former 
promise or covenant, by a most solemn* oath: By myself 
have I sworn, I will multiply thy seed, &x. This was pro- 
mised before, but not confirmed by an oath: and, besides, 
the very promise is now more affectionate (if I may so 
style it); " in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying 
I will multiply thee," &c. In the latter end also of the 
blessing, there seems to be couched the highest of all bless- 
ings, that God would make his own only Son such a sa- 
crifice as Abraham was ..ready to have made his son Isaac; 
that " all the nations of the world. (ver. 18.) might be blessed 
in him;" i. e. all that would follow the faith of Abraham. 
So Abarbinel himself interprets it upon xii. 3. 

Ver. 17. Possess the gate (that is, the cities) of his enemies.] 
And consequently their country: for the gates being taken, 
thereby they entered into their cities; and their cities being 
surrendered, the country was conquered. 

Ver. 18. In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed.] God promised to make Abraham's seed as nume- 
rous as the stars of heaven; (xv. 5.) which promise he 
assures him here should be fulfilled in Isaac, (ver. 17.) But 
moreover directs him to expect, after the multiplying of 
his posterity, one particular seed who should bring a bless- 
ing to all mankind; This singularity St. Paul observes, 
and presses very much, (Gal. iii. 1G.) applying it to the 
Messiah. And it is further observable, that there is an 
increase of sense in these words, as there is in the former. 
For he doth not simply say, *D*"QJ, they shall be blessed, 
but "D-D-Tin, shall bless themselves, or count themselves 
blessed in him; to shew, as Jacobus Altingius thinks, that 
this person should not stand in need of any blessing him- 
self, as the rest of Abraham's seed did ; but be the author 
of all blessings unto others, who should derive them from 
him alone, (lib.ii. Schilo. cap. 2.) 

Because thou hast obeyed, &c] As a reward (the word 
in the Hebrew signifies) for obeying my voice. 

Ver. 19. Went together to Beer-sheba.] Where he had 
for some time settled his abode, (xxi. 33.) 

Ver. 20. Milcah hath borne children, &c] The following 
genealogy is set down to shew, whence Rebekah the wife 
of Isaac was descended. For she alone, of all Bcthuel's 
daughters (which is probable were many), is mentioned, 
ver. 23. 

Ver. 21. Huz his first-born.] There were two others of 
this name. One, the son of Aram, (x. 23.) another of the 
posterity of Esau, (xxxvi. 28.) But this Uz here men- 
tioned, is he from whom Job descended: whose country 
was called Ausitis, (so the LXX. translate Uz, Job i. 1.) 
and his posterity called Ansitce by Ptolemy; who were a 
people of Arabia Deserta, near Chaldea, not far from 
Euphrates. 

Buz.] From whom came Elihu the Buzite, (Job xxxii. 
2.) a people in some part of the same country, or near it. 

Aram.] Who inhabited, perhaps, some part of Syria: 



which had the name of Aram from another, mentioned 
x. 23. 

Ver. 22. Chesed.] He was the father of the Chaldeans, 
who are called Chasdim in Scripture, from this Chesed, or 
Chasad, as some read it. Where the rest that follow set- 
tled, or whether they had any posterity or no, I cannot 
find. It is likely they never grew to make a nation or a 
family, and so left no name behind them. 

Ver. 24. And his concubine.] This was not an ill name 
in these ancient times: but signifies a wife, who w r as not 
the mistress of the family; but only taken for the increase 
of it, by procreation of children. Such wives were gene- 
rally servants ; whereas the prime wife was a free-woman, 
or made so by being married to govern the family, and 
bring children to inherit the estate. 



CHAR XXIIL 

Ver. 1. JjlND Sarah was a hundred and seven and twenty, 
&c] The whole verse may be thus translated, " And the 
years of the life of Sarah were (in the whole) a hundred 
twenty and seven years :" it being usual with the Hebrews 
to repeat a word (as life is here) when they would signify 
any thing to be complete. And Sarah is the only woman 
whose entire age is set down in Scripture. 

Ver. 2. Kirjath-arba.] i. e. The city of Arba, who was 
a famous man among the Anakims, (as we read, Josh. xiv. 
ult.) and either built this city, or made it the place of his 
residence ; from whence it took his name. 

It doth not appear when Abraham left Beer-sheba, and 
removed to this place. 

The same is Hebron.] A very ancient city, as appears 
from Numb. xiii. 22. When it assumed this name, instead 
of Kirjath-arba, is not certain : but some conjecture it 
might be after Abraham purchased a burial-place in this 
country. (See xiii. 18.) 

Abraham came.] Some fancy he was in some other part 
of the country, w T hen his wife died. And several of the 
Jews have a conceit, that he came from Mount Moriah, 
(which is confuted by what we read, xxii. 19.) where Sa- 
rah, hearing he was gone to sacrifice her son, died with 
grief. But Maimonidcs speaks better sense, when he says, 
Abraham came from his own tent, which was separate (as 
I noted before, xviii. 9.) from his wife's : as appears fur- 
ther from xxiv. G7. 

To mourn for Sarah, and to weep for her.] The first re- 
lates to private sorrow, the other to the public, especially 
at the funeral solemnities; when they made great lamen- 
tation. After Abraham had performed the former, he 
made preparations for the latter: but what the rites of 
mourning were in those days wc do npt know. It is likely 
they shut themselves up from company, neglected the care 
of their bodies, abstained from their ordinary food : which, 
with many others, were the customs of Abraham's poste- 
rity; who made it a paTt of their religion to mourn for 
the dead. 

Ver. 3. And Abraham stood up from before his dead.] 
By this it seems to be apparent, that in Abraham's time 
they sat upon the ground while they mourned, as it is 
certain they did in future ages. In which posture they 
continued till they had satisfied natural affection, and the 
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decent custom of the age and country where they lived. 
Then they rose up, as Abraham here did, to take care of 
the interment of his wife. Seven days, in after ages, were 
the common time of mourning: and for illustrious persons 
they mourned thirty days. 

Spake unto the sons of Heth.] In whose country he now 
lived : concerning whom, see x. 15. By the sons are meant 
the principal persons of that nation. , 

Ver. 4. I am a stranger and a sojourner with yon.} 
Though I am not a native of your country, yet I have 
lived long enough among you to be known to you. 

Give me possession of a burying-place, &c] I do not 
desire any large possessions among you, being but a so- 
journer; let me have only a place, which I may call my^ 
OAvn, wherein to bury those of my family which die. 

Ver. 5. And the children (or sons) ofHeth answered, &c] 
Ey one of their body, who spake in the name of the rest: 
as appears by the first words of the next verse, ** Hear us, 
my lord :" in which form they were wont to address them- 
selves to great men, (ver. 11. 13. 15, 16.) 

Ver. 6. Thou art a mighty prince.'] We have a great 
honour for thee. 

In the choice of our sepulchres, &c] Make choice of any 
one sepulchre ; and nobody will deny to let thee have it. 
Every family (at least great ones) had their proper place 
for burial : which, I suppose, were sometimes so large, that 
they might spare others a part of them ; or, of the ground 
wherein they were made. 

Ver. 7. Abraham stood up.] It seems they had desired 
him to sit down among them, while they treated this busi- 
ness : which when they granted, he stood up to thank them. 

And bowed himself] The Hebrew word signifies the 
bowing of the body ; and there are other words in that lan- 
guage proper to the bowing of the head, or of the knee. 

Ver. 8. Entreat for me to Ephron, &c] He desires them 
to mediate between him and this man (who, perhaps, was 
not then present in the assembly) for a purchase of a con- 
venient place in his ground. 

Ver. 9. Cave of Machpelah.] We take this word Mach- 
pelah for a proper name, as many others do : but the 
Talmudists generally think it to have been speluncam 
duplicem, (as the Vulgar Latin also, with the LXX. un- 
derstand it,) a double cave. Yet they cannot agree in 
what sense it was so ; whether they went through one 
cave into another, or there was one above another. For 
that by a cave is meant a vault arched over with stones 
or wood, which the ancients call cryptce, nobody doubts. 
Salmasius hath described them in his Plin. Exercit. p. 1208. 
where he says this cave is said to have been double, in the 
same sense that the Greeks called theirs airi\kaia afi<pt$l$vfxa, 
because they had a double entrance, so that one might go 
into them at both ends, as Hesychius expounds it. Which 
shews, as he adds, it was a large place, and would contain 
many bodies. And of this he is so confident as to say, 
" Non qunerenda est alia duplicis speluncas interpretation 
no other interpretation of this double sepulchre ought to be 
sought after. But learned men will not hearken to such 
dictates; and particularly TheodorickHackspan maintains 
Machpelah to be a proper name (as we take it) by these 
tworeasons: first,because the field itself, wherein this cave 
was, is called the Field of Machpelah: (ver. 19.) which , 
doth not signify sure that there was a double gate to this I 



field, but that it was in that tract of ground called Mach- 
pelah. And, secondly, this Field in Machpelah, is said to 
be before Mamre, (ver. 17.) which plainly denotes it to 
be a place so called, (Miscell. lib. i. cap. 10.) For which 
last reason, Guil. Vorstius also takes it to have been the 
name of a country, or province, in which this field and 
cave lay. (Animadv. in Pirke Eliezer, p. 179.) 

Which is in the end of his field.] Burying-places were 
not anciently in the cities, much less in their temples; but 
in the fields, in caves, or vaults made to hold a good 
number of bodies. And so they continued, it is manifest, 
in our Saviour's time, among the Jews; as appears by 
Lazarus's monument, (John xi. 30, 31.) and by the bury- 
ing-places for strangers, (Matt, xxvii. 7.) and their carry- 
ing the widow's son out of the city, (Luke vii. 12, &c.) 

This seems to have been in the corner of the field before- 
mentioned ; which, perhaps, was near the highway : for 
there they sometimes affected to bury their deajd, as ap- 
pears from Gen. xxxv. 8. 19. Josh. xxiv. 30. 

Ver. 10. And Ephron dwelt.] The Hebrew word for 
dwelt signifies literally sat. Which hath made some think 
that Ephron was a great man (a ruler, or governor) among 
the children of Heth, who sat as a prince or judge in this 
assembly. And that this was the reason why Abraham 
(ver. 8.) addressed himself to others of the same rank, that 
they would make way for him into his favour. 

In the audience of the children of Heth, &c] It is ju r 
diciously observed by Cornel. Bertram, that all weighty 
matters in those days were determined by the king (if they 
had any), or the elders, with the consent of the people. 
(De Repub. Judaic, cap. 3.) Marriages were a matter of 
public right; (xxix. 22.) as sepulchres were, it appears 
by this place : both of them being held to belong to reli- 
gion. 

Ver. 11. In the presence of the sons of my people, &c] 
Contracts, or grants, were wont to be made before all 
the people, or their representatives, till writings were in- 
vented. 

Ver. 12. Abraham bowed, &c] Because, by their inter- 
cession, this favour was granted him. 

Ver. 13. I will give thee money for the field.] This was 
the surest title, he thought, by purchase. And it was but 
reasonable he should buy it, if he would have any land in 
Canaan ; for the time of possessing it, according to God's 
promise, was not yet come. 

Ver. 15. The land is worth four hundred shekels.] This 
is the first time we meet with the name of shekel. Men- 
tion was made of money before in general, (xvii. 12, 13.) 
and of pieces of silver, xx. 16. (which shews the use of 
money was found out in those early days, and they did 
not trade merely by the exchange of one commodity for 
another), but we have no name for the money till now : 
and cannot exactly tell of what value a shekel of silver 
was. But Josephus (lib.iii. Antiq. cap. 10.) saith, 'Arrocac 
Sc'X £Tai Spax/iac TiaaaQaq, it was as much as four Attic - 
draclmis; that is, half an ounce : which, in our money, 
wants not much of half a crown. 

What is that between me and thee?~] Some will have 
this to signify as much as, This is not worth speaking of 
between friends, and therefore I had rather thou wouldst 
accept it as a gift. But it is more reasonable to think, that 
he only pretended to use him kindly, and not to exact 
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upon his necessity. It being as much as to say, This is 
no great price, but a friendly bargain : pay it, therefore, 
and bury thy dead. 

Vcr. 1G. Abraham weighed to Ephron, &c] They did 
not tell money as we do now, but weighed it : for it was 
not stamped anciently, as Aristotle observes: but in the 
beginning of the world was received, jiiylQu koL <rraO/xt^, by 
its bulk and its weight. Which being very troublesome, 
they learned in time to set a mark upon it, to free them 
from that inconvenience. 'O yap xapaicn)p IriOn tov tiwou 
wiiuov, for that mark was set upon it to denote its quan- 
tity ; i. e. how much it was worth. For having the public 
stamp, that made it current, at a known value. Which 
must not be understood of foreign money, which was still 
weighed, though stamped : but of that of their own coun- 
try, which they were assured was worth so much as the 
mark expressed. Yet it continued to be weighed among 
the Jews in David's time; (1 Chron. xxi. 25.) nay, till the 
captivity of Babylon, (Jcrem. xxxii. 9.) And, indeed, the 
very word shekel comes from shakal, to weigh. And may 
be interpreted, as Waserus observes, the iveight. 

From all which Herm. Conringius well concludes, there 
is no truth in what the Jews say, in Bercschith Rabba, 
and other books; that Joshua, David, and Mordecai, nay, 
Abraham, coined money in their days. To support which 
fiction, they have counterfeited some coins with the inscrip- 
tion of " Senex et Anns" on one side, and " Juvenis et 
Virgo" on the other. As if Isaac and Rebckah w T erc now 
married : or Abraham had power to coin money in a coun- 
try where he did but sojourn, and was no sovereign. 

Ver. 17. Which were before Mamre.] Over against 
Mamre. (See xiii. 18.) 

Were made sure.] By a solemn contract, in a public 
assembly, (ver. 11.) where the money was tendered and 
accepted ; and all there present desired to be witnesses 
to it. 

Vcr. 18. In the presence of the children ofHeth.] See 
ver. 11. 

Ver. 19. And after this Abraham buried Sarah, &c] It 
is not likely that Ephron had ever buried any of his family 
here, but had only begun to make a vault in this field 
which Abraham bought of him, with all the trees therein, 
(ver. 17.) or, if it were finished, he sold it before he had 
made use of it. For we cannot think Abraham would lay 
his wife's body among those of the Hittites: but in a va- 
cant place where he intended to be interred himself: as 
his family after him also were, (xlix. 30, 31.) 

Ver. 20. Was made sure.] He repeats this, which had 
been said, ver. 17. because now the purchase was more 
confirmed, by the laying Sarah's body in this place : it 
being a kind of taking actual possession of it. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

Ver. 1. -tjLND Abraham was old.] Some of the Hebrews, 
and Christian writers also, refer this to his wisdom; as 
the next words [well stricken in years] unto his age : no- 
body being called zaken (though far more aged) in the 
Holy Scripture till now : and therefore they translato it 
elder /'which is the name of a wise man. (See Selden, lib. 
i, de Synedr. cap. 14. p. 55G, &c.) Certain it is, that Abra- 



ham was now a hundred and forty years old: for he was 
a hundred when Isaac was bo n, (xxi. 5.) and Isaac was 
forty when he married Rebckah, (xxv. 20.) 

Vcr. 2. And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of his 
house.] Or, rather, as the LXX. translate it, He said to 
his servant, the elder of his house: that is, the steward, 
or governor of his family, as the Jerus. Targum trans- 
lates it. (See Mr. Selden, lib. i, de Synedr. cap. 14. p. 550. 
and Dr. Hammond upon Acts xi, not. b.) All take this 
servant to have been Eliezer, mentioned xxv. 2. 

Put thy hand under my thigh.] Some will have this 
phrase to import no more than, Lift me up, that I may 
stand, and call God to witness. But Abraham, no ques- 
tion, was now so vigorous, as to be able to rise of him- 
self: having many children after this. Others, therefore, 
follow the opinion of the Jewish doctors, which is this, in 
short; " Before the giving of the law, the ancient fathers 
swore by the covenant of circumcision." They are the 
words of R. Eliezer, in his Pirke, cap. 49. And it is not 
improbable, that this manner of swearing, by putting the 
hand under that part which was the subject of circumci- 
sion, had respect to the covenant God made with that 
family, and their right to accomplish the promise of the 
Messiah. But this w r as not a custom peculiar to Abra- 
ham's family, for we find it among other eastern people: 
and therefore, it is likely, more ancient than circumcision. 
For which cause, Aben Ezra himself thinks putting the 
hand under the thigh was a token of subjection and ho- 
mage, done by a servant to his lord : he sitting, and the 
servant putting his hand under him. Grotius imagines, 
that the sw T ord hanging upon the thigh (Psalm xlv. 3.) this 
was as much as to say, If I falsify, kill me. Which is 
very witty; but the other seems plainer, signifying as 
much as, I am under thy power, and ready to do what 
thou commandest. 

Ver. 3. Swear by the Lord.] It was not lawful to swear 
by any creature; but only by him that made them all. 
For they took the greatest care to declare that they wor- 
shipped him alone. 

That thou wilt not take a wife unto my son.] It seems 
he intended to leave the guardianship of his son to him (if 
he should die before he had disposed of him), as unto a 
wise and faithful servant, who had managed his affairs 
above fifty years ; and we do not know how much longer. 

Of the daughters of the Canaanites.] For, though there 
were some good people among them, as appears by Mel- 
chizedec and Abimelech; yet he saw them degenerating 
apace into all manner of wickedness ; especially into ido- 
latry: which would bring them, he knew, to utter desola- 
tion when they had filled up the measure of their iniquity, 
(xv. 1G.) 

Ver. 4. But go into my country J] i. e. Into Mesopota- 
mia, where he lived for some time in Haran, after he 
came from Ur : which was also in that country, as I ob- 
served upon xi. 31. It seems, also, his brother had removed 
hither; following his father Terah's and Abraham's exam- 
ple, (See xi. 31.) 

And my kindred.] The family of his brother Nahor, 
which he heard lately was increased, (xxii. 20.) who, 
though they had some superstition among them, retained 
the worship of the true God; as appears from this very 
chapter, ver, 31. 50. 
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And take a ivife unto my son Isaac] Which, no doubt, 
was by Isaac's consent, as well as his father's com- 
mand. 

Ver. 5. Must I needs bring thy son again into the land 
from whence thou earnest ?] He desires (like a conscientious 
man) to understand the lull obligation of . his oath, before 
he took it. And his doubt was, whether, if a woman 
would not come with him into Canaan, he should be bound 
to go again, a second time, and carry Isaac to her. 

Ver. 6. Beware that thou bring not my son thither 
again.] He would by no means his son should go to that 
country, which God commanded him to forsake ; that 
command obliging not only himself, but his posterity. 
(See ver. S.) 

Ver. 7. Tlie Lord God of heaven, &c.J He who rules all 
things above as well as below, who brought me from my 
own into this country, and hath promised, and confirmed 
that promise with an oath, that my posterity shall inherit 
it, will prosper thy journey, and dispose some of my 
kindred to come hither, and be married to my sou. 

Send his angel before thee.] Good men were ever very 
sensible of God's providence governing all things, and 
prospering their proceedings by the ministry of angels : 
which Abraham's servant takes particular notice of, ver. 40. 

Ver. 8. And if the woman tvill not be willing to follow 
thee,&c] If it fallout otherwise than I hope, thou hast 
done thy, duty : if thou bring not my son into that country 
again. He speaks (both here and ver. G.) as if Isaac had 
once been there: because Abraham himself came from 
thence, and his servant also, and a great many of his 
family, (xii. 5.) who, if Isaac weut to settle there, must 
have gone with him, as part of his substance. 

Ver. 10. And the servant took ten camels, &c] Camels 
were of great use in those countries, as they are at this day: 
some of them being made for carriage of burdens ; and 
others for swift travelling; which latter sort were called by 
a peculiar name, Apo/uaS^, dromedaries, as Salmasius ob- 
serves in his Plinian. Exercit. p. 987. These, perhaps, 
were of that kind, for the greater expedition : like those we 
read of, 1 Sam. xxx. 17. 

For all the goods of his master were in his hands.] He 
might choose what accommodations he pleased for his 
journey; having every thing belonging to his master at his 
command : who being a great person, it was fit his prin- 
cipal servant should be well attended, (as it appears ho 
was, ver. 32.) especially when he went upon such an errand, 
as to court a wife for his master's son. Most refer this to 
the presents he carried along with him: and R. Solomon 
will have it that he carried a writing with him under his 
master's hand (an inventory we call it), specifying all his 
goods and riches, that they might know what a great match 
his son was. 

City of Nahor.] Which was Haran, from whence 
Abraham came, (xi. 31.) and to which Jacob w r ent to find 
his kindred, (xxviii. 10.) How far it was thither we arc not 
told, nor how long they were going to it: and Moses omits 
also whatsoever passed in the way, as not pertinent to his 
story. 

Ver. 11. Camels kneel down.] The posture wherein they 
rest themselves. 

Ver. 12. O Lord God of my master Abraham, &c] He 
had observed the kindness of God to have been so great to 

vol. i. 



Abraham, and Abraham to have such a peculiar interest 
in his favour; that in confidence he would make good 
Abraham's words, (ver. 7. and 40.) he not only begs ho 
might have good success in his journey, but desires a sign 
of it to, confirm his faith; and such a sign as was most 
apposite to denote the person that would make a good 
wife, by her courtesy, humility, condescension, hospitality, 
prompt and laborious charity: all which are included in 
what he desires and she did. 

Ver. 14. Thereby shall I know that thou hast shewed kind- 
ness to my master.] He had no confidence that God would 
do any thing for his own sake, but for his'master's, whom 
God had most wonderfully blessed. 

Ver. 15. And it came to pass before he had done speaking, 
&c] This shews it was by a Divine suggestion that he 
made this prayer; which was answered immediately. Such 
is the Divine goodness; or rather (to use the words of Sam. 
Bochartus, upon occasion of many such instances), "Sic 
eniin parata et obvia esse solent Dei beneficia, ita ut preces 
nostras non tarn sequantur, quam occupent atque antece- 
dant,"(par.i. Hierozoic.lib. ii. cap. 40.) So forward is God 
to bestow his benefits upon us, that they do not so much fol- 
low our prayers, as prevent and go before them. (See ver. 45.) 

With her pitcher upon her shoulder.] Behold the simpli- 
city, frugality, and industry of that age. 

Ver. 20. Dreiv for alt his camels.] There were ten of 
them, (ver. 10.) and they are a very thirsty sort of creatures : 
and therefore she took a great deal of pains to serve him, 
who was but a stranger, in this manner. Which shewed 
extraordinary -goodness, and a most obliging disposition ; 
at which he might well be amazed, as it follows in the next 
verse. 

. Ver. 21. Wondering at her, held his peace, &c] He was 
so astonished at her kindness, readiness to do good, and ■ 
laborious diligence, &c. and also at the providence of God 
in making things fall out so pat to his desires, that for the 
present he could not speak ; having his mind employed in 
marking and observing every passage ; whereby he might 
judge how to conclude whether this was the woman or no, 
whom God designed for his master's sou. 

Ver. 22. The man took.] Gave her, as the phrase is often 
used. But he first asked her whose daughter she was, as 
appears from ver. 47. * 

A golden car-ring*] Or rather (as the margin hath it) 
a jewel for the forehead.- And so we translate the He- 
brew word, Ezek. xvi. 12. and this person himself ex- 
pounds it, ver. 47. " I put the ear-ring (or jewel) upon her 
face," ii e. her forehead. For such ornaments were used in 
those times and countries, hanging down between the eye- 
brows, over the nose. 

Two bracelets for her hands.] L e. Wrists. 

Ver. 2G. Bowed his head, and worshipped the Lord.] 
Gave solemn thanks to God for hearing his prayer: and 
acknowledged that by his providence he was conducted to 
the execution of his desires ; as it follows in the next verse. 

Ver. 27. Mercy and truth.] Mercy in promising, and 
truth in performing: or, " hath truly been merciful to him 
according to his promise," (ver. 7.) Sec ver. 49. 

The house of my master's brethren.] i.e. His near 
kindred. 

Ver. 28. Told them of her mother's house] The women in 
the eastern countries had their apartments by themselves; 
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as was bcforo observed, and appears again, ver. 67. Thither 
it was proper for Rebekah to go and acquaint her mother 
with what had passed. 

Ver. 30. mien he saw the ear-ring, &c] This was the 
reason why he ran to invite the man to their house. 

He stood by the camels at the well.] Expecting to see the 
issue. 

Ver. 31. Come in, thou blessed of the Lord.'] Whom God 
favoureth, and I pray may still continue in his favour. For 
it refers both to the time past and future. 

Ver. 32. Water to wash his feet, &c] As the custom was 
in those countries. (Seo xviii. 4.) 

Ver. 33. Iwillnot eat, &c] An excellent servant; who 
preferred his master's profit to his own pleasure. 

Ver. 35. Tlte Lord hath blest my master greatly, &c] 
Enriched him exceedingly; so that he is become a person 
of great eminence, (xxiii. G.) 

Ver. 30. Given all that he hath.] Declared him his heir, 
and settled his whole estate upon him. 

Ver. 40. The Lord before whom I walk.] Whom I wor- 
ship and study to please ; keeping a grateful remembrance 
of his benefits always in my mind. For so Abraham's own 
words are, (ver. 7.) " The God which brought me from my 
father's house," &c. 

Ver. 41. Thou shalt be clear from this my oath.] Or 
curse, as the Hebrew word imports: for all oaths were 
made anciently with some imprecations upon themselves if 
they sware falsely. 

Ver. 42. O Lord God of my master Abraham, &c] He 
'doth not relate just the very words which he said; but the 
sense of them, and most of the words. 

Prosper my way which I go.] The design in which I am 
engaged. 

Ver. 48. My master's brother's daughter.] The grand- 
daughter of his brother Nahor. 

Ver. 40. If ye will deal kindly and truly.] Be really and 
sincerely kind. 

That I may turn to the right haud y or to the left.] A kind 
of proverbial speech ; signifying, " that I may take some 
other course (which way God shall direct) to fulfil my mas- 
ter's desire/' It is the fancy of some of the Hebrew doctors, 
that he meant, he might go either to the Ishmaelites, or the 
children of Lot 

Ver. 50. Laban and Bethuel.] The chief manager of this 
affair was Laban; for Bethuel is not mentioned till now; 
because, perhaps, he was old, and unfit for business: but 
consents to all that is desired. 
. ' The thing proceedeth from the Lord.] It appears to be 
the Divine will and pleasure. 

We cannot speak unto thee good or bad.] No way con- 
tradict it. 

Ver. 51. Rebekahis before thee.] Is by us delivered to 
thee, to be disposed of according to thy desire: as the 
phrase is used, xx. 15. 

As the Lord hathspoken.] Declared, by those signs which 
thou hast related to us. 

Ver. 52. Worshipped the Lord to the earth.] Gave the 
most humble thanks unto Almighty God, for his goodness 
to him. 

Ver. 53. Gave to her brother and mother.] Here is no 
mention of the lather: which hath made some think, as 
Josephus did, that the father was dead; and Bethuel, men- 



tioned, ver. 50. was her younger brother. But I take it to be 
more likely, that her father beirjj infirm had committed the 
care of his daughter to Laban and his wife: and so ap- 
peared no moro than was just absolutely necessary, in this 
treaty of marriage; which was carried on principally by 
Laban, who is mentioned therefore before her mother. 

Precious things.] Presents of great value. 

Ver. 55. Let the damsel abide withus afeiu days, at least 
ten.] There is nothing more common in Scripture, than by 
days to express a year. And therefore we have exactly 
translated these words in the margin, a full year, or ten 
montlts: (See iv. 3. Lev. xxv. 29. 1 Sam. i. 3. compared 
with ver. 7. and 20.) Some think this cannot be the mean- 
ing, because the servant was in such haste to return to his 
master. But it was as fit for them to shew their love to 
Rebekah, as it was for him to shew his concern for his 
master. Besides, there was something of decency in it, the 
custom being in all countries, for her that was espoused to 
a husband, to stay some time with her parents, hefore the 
consummation of the marriage. And one would think the 
custom then was, for to keep her a year, or near it: which 
makes them desire she might stay at least (en months, that 
they might not depart too far from the common usage, and 
that she might have the longer time to fit herself with the 
usual nuptial ornaments. Thus Onkelos it is certain un- 
derstood it, and the paraphrase of Uzielides, and the Mau- 
ritanian Jews, as Mr. Selden observes, lib. v. de Jure 
N. et G. cap. 5. 

Ver. 56. That I may go to my master.] Whom he would 
have to rejoice with him. 

Ver. 57. Inquire at her mouth.] Let her resolve, how it 
shall be. St. Ambrose observes upon this passage, that 
they do not consult her about the marriage, " for that be- 
longed to the judgment of the parents," but about the time 
of going to complete it. Upon which occasion he quotes 
the words of Hermione when she was courted by Orestes 
(in Euripides' Andromacha), which he thinks were taken 
from hence, Nvju^cvjuartov jl^v rwv Ijuwv TlaTrjp i/ioc Mipipvav 
tfk, k? ovk Ifxbv Kpivuv ™Se. My father will take care of my 
marriage: these things do not belong to my determination. 
(Lib. i. de Abrahamo Patriarcha, cap. ult.) 

Ver. 58. Wilt thou go with this man ?] That is, presently, 
as he desires. For that she should be Isaac's wife was 
agreed already between them: and we are to suppose she 
had consented. The only question was, whether so soon as 
the man desired? 

And she said, I ivill] I agree to go, without any delay: 
which, no doubt, very much endeared her to Isaac. 

Ver. 59. And her nurse.] Whose name was Deborah, 
(xxxv. 8.) who did not suckle her, perhaps, but was (as 
we speak) her dry-nurse : for whom, it is likely, she had a 
great affection. It being apiece of ancient piety and grati- 
tude to keep such persons as long as they lived, who had 
taken care of them in their infancy. It is probable also she 
was remarkable for prudence, and other eminent qualities; 
or else Moses would scarce have let her name, and her 
death and burial, had a place in this history, (xxxv. 8.) 

Ver. 60. And they blessed Rebekah, &c] Her father and 
mother, with all the rest of their family and kindred, prayed 
God to make her exceeding fruitful ; and to make her pos- 
terity victorious over their enemies : which were the great 
things they deshred in those days. The Hebrews look upon 
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this (as Mr. Selden observes in the place before named on 
ver. 65.) as an example of the solemn benediction, which 
was wont to be given (even before the law of Moses) when 
the spouse was carried to her husband. 

Thou art our sister.'] Near cousin or kinswoman : for all 
that were near of kin called one another brothers and 
sisters. 

Ver. 61. Her damsels.'] Who waited upon her; and were 
given as part of her portion. 

Ver. 02. Well of Lahai-roi.] Mentioned xvi. 14. By 
which it appears that Abraham, after the death of Sarah, re- 
turned to live at JBeer-sheba, or thereabouts; for that was 
nigh this well : and it is probable Abraham and Isaac were 
not parted. 

Ver. 63. To meditate, &c] The cool of the evening and 
solitude are great friends to meditation. 

Ver. 64. She lighted off the camel.] As they always did 
who met any person whom they honoured. 

Ver. 65. Too* a veil] Not only out of modesty, but in 
token of her subjection to him. Many will have this to 
have been a peculiar ornament belonging to a bride, called 
by the Romans flammm, by the Greeks Gipiarpov, as Mr. 
Selden observes, lib. v. de Jure N. et G. cap. 5. Whence 
those words of Tertullian, de Veland. Virgin, cap. 2. 
" Etiam apud Ethnicos velatae (i.e. sponsae) ad virum du- 
cuntur:" Even among heathens brides are brought to their 
husbands with a veil over their faces. 

Ver. 66. And the servant told Isaac all things that he had 
done.] How she had consented to be his wife. 

Ver. 67. Brought her into his mother Sarah's tent.] That 
apartment wherein his mother dwelt: which was distinct 
from that of the husband's. 

And Isaac was comforted after the death of his mother.] 
The love he had to his wife, helped to alleviate the sorrow 
he had conceived at his mother's death : which was so 
great, that now it had continued three years. Such was the 
pious affection children had for their parents, in ancient 
days. 

Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, 
(xxv. 20.) and, if we can believe the Jews (in Seder 
Olam), she was but fourteen. 



CHAP. XXV. 

Ver. I. L HEN again Abraham took a wife.] Sarah 
being dead, and Hagar long ago sent away, and his son 
Isaac lately married, he wanted a companion in his old 
age. For, having given up Sarah's tent unto Rebekah, 
(xxiv. ult) it is probable he gave up his own to Isaac, and 
so dwelt in a tent by himself, where he found it necessary 
to have a wife to look after his family. 

And her name was Keturah.] We are not told what 
family she was of: but it is not unlikely she had been 
born and bred in his own house, as Eliezer his steward 
was ; and, perhaps, was chief among the women, as he 
among the men servants. Many of the Jews will have her 
to be Hagar, whom (Sarah, who was the cause of her ex- 
pulsion, being dead) he now received again. So the Je- 
rusalem paraphrase, and Jonathan also: but Aben Ezra 
confutes this opinion with good reason; for no account 
can bo given of Abraham's having more concubines than 



one, (ver. 6.) unless we make Keturah distinct from Hagar. 
Nor can any body tell why he should call Hagar by the 
name of Keturah here, when he calls her by her own name, 
ver. 12. 

Ver. 2. And she bare him.] He was now a hundred and 
forty years old : but so vigorous as to beget many chil- 
dren. Which need not seem strange, considering the age 
to which they then lived, (for he lived thirty-five years 
after this marriage, ver. 7.) and that now, in our time, 
men have had children after they have been seventy, nay, 
eighty years of age. 

To the truth also of this history we have the testimony 
of pagan writers. For Alexander Polyhistor (mentioned 
by Josephus, and by Eusebius, lib. ix. Pnepar. Evang. 
cap. 20.) tells us, that Cleoderaus (called by some Mal- 
chas) writing the history of the Jews, reports just as Moses 
doth, "Or* Ik XtTTOvpag *Aj3paajuqj lyivovro ttcu&q ikclvoi : 
That Abraham had a good. many children by Keturah: 
three of which he mentions by name. 

Zimran.'] This son of his, with all the rest of his bre- 
thren, was sent by Abraham into the east country, (as we 
read ver. 6.) and therefore we must seek for them in those 
parts ; viz. In Arabia, and the countries thereabout, where 
some footsteps of them have remained for many ages, par- 
ticularly of Zimran ; from whom we may well think the 
Zamareni were descended, a people mentioned by Pliny, 
with their towns in Arabia Felix, (lib. vi. cap. 28.) 

And Jockshan.] Concerning whom I can find nothing 
but only this : that Theophanes, a chronographer, in the 
beginning of the ninth century, after he hath treated of the 
Ishmaelites and Madianites(the latter of which came from 
one of Keturah's children),, and the parts of Arabia where 
Mahomet was born, immediately adds, that there were 
other people, IvSortpot, more in the bowels of Arabia, de- 
scended from Jectan, called Araanitse, that is, Homeritae. 
Perhaps it should be written Jocshan, not Jectan : for Phi- 
lostorgius expressly says of the Homerites/Eort St ro Wvog 
Twv mc XtTTovpag, &c. That they are one of the nations de- 
scended from Keturah and Abraham, lib. iii. Hist. Eccles. 
§. 4. where he relates a famous embassy which Constantius 
sent to thera to win them to Christianity, and the. good 
success of it. And there is this strong proof of their de- 
scent from some of Abraham's family, that they retained 
the rite of circumcision, even when they were idola- 
ters. For he says expressly, 1 that it was a circumcised 
nation/' Kara rfjv oySorjv TrtpiTtfivofiivwv rjfxipav, and circum- 
cised also on the eighth day. Which was not the custom 
of all the Arabians, if we may believe Josephus, (lib. i. 
Antiq. cap. 23.) and Enstathius in Hexaemeron, &c. who 
say the Arabians stayed till they were thirteen years old 
before they were circumcised. 

Medan.] From whom the country called Madiania, in 
the southern part of Arabia Felix, it is likely had its name. 

Midian.] From whom Midianitis, in Arabia Petraca, 
had its denomination. 

And Ishbak.] I can find no footsteps of his posterity, 
unless it be in Bacascami, which Pliny says was one of 
the towns of the Zamareni, who descended from his eldest 
brother Zimran. There were a people also hard by, called 
Bachilitze, as he tells us, lib. vi. Nat. Hist. cap. 28. 

And Shuah.] Perhaps he had no children, or so few 
that they were mixed with some of their other brethren, 
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and left no name behind them. Yet Pliny, in the next 
chapter, mentions a town called Suasa, in that part of 
Arabia which is next to Egypt, lib. vi. cap. 29. 

Ver. 3. And Jokshan begat 'Sheba.'] I observed before 
upon x. 7. that thero are four of this name, or near it, all 
comprehended by the Greek and lloman writers under the 
name of Sabeans. One of them, the son of llaamah, had 
a brother called Dedan, as this Sheba here hath. But 
they were the fathers of a distinct people, as is evident 
from the Scripture story, and from other authors. For, 
besides the Sabcei in the furthermost parts of Arabia, near 
the Persian and the Red Sea, there were also a people of 
that name (descended, it is very probable, from this son 
of Jokshan), in the very entrance of Arabia Felix, as Strabo 
tells us; who says, that they and the Nabatzei were the 
very next people to Syria: and were wont to make excur- 
sions upon their neighbours. By which we may under- 
stand (which otherwise could not be made out), how the 
Sabeans broke into Jacob's country, and carried away 
his cattle. For it is not credible they could come so far 
as from the Persian or Arabian Sea : but from this 
country there was an easy passage through the deserts of 
Arabia, into the land ofUz or Ausitis, which lay upon 
the borders of Euphrates. (See Bo chart in his Phaleg. 
lib. iv. cap. 9.) 

And Dedan.] There was one of this name (as I said 
before), the.son of Rhegma, (Gen.x.7.) who gave name to 
a city upon the Persian Sea, now called Dadan. But be- 
sides that, there was an inland city, called Dedan, in the 
country of Idumea, mentioned by Jeremiah, (xxv. 23. 
xlix. 8.) whose inhabitants are called Dedanim, (Isa. xxi. 
13.) And this Dedan, here mentioned, may well be thought 
to be the founder of it, as the same Bochart observes, 
lib. iv. cap. G. 

And the sons of Dedan were Ashurim, and Letttshhn, and 
Leummim.] If these were heads of nations, or families, the 
memory of them is lost. For it is a mistake of Cleodenius 
(who mentions the first of these in Euseb. Prsepar. Evang. 
lib. ix. cap. 20.) to derive the Assyrians from this Ashu- 
rim : they having their original from Ashur, one of the 
sons of Shem, (x. 22.) 

Ver. 4. And the sons of Midian, Ephah] The name of 
Ephah, the eldest son of Midian, continued a long time ; 
for these two are mentioned by Isaiah as near neighbours, 
(lx. G.) And not only Josephus, Euscbius, and St. Jerome, 
but the Nubiensian geographer also, tell us of a city 
called Madian, in the shore of the Red Sea; near to which 
was Ephah, in the province of Madian. HB^, Epha, or 
Hipha, is the same with that place the Greeks call "Ittttoq, 
and Ptolemy mentions both a mountain and a village of 
this name on thesame shore, a little below Madiane, which 
is the Madian here mentioned, as Bochart observes in his 
H'ierozoic. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 3. 

And Eplier.'] I can find no remainders of his family, 
unless it be among the Homerita? bclbrcinentioned, whose 
metropolis was called Ta^apov; in which Theophilus (sent 
by Coirstahtius to convert that country) built a church, as 
Philostorgius relates, (lib. iii. Hist. Ecclcs. §. 4.) Which 
city is mentioned by many other authors, as Jacobus Go- 
tofredus observes in his Dissertations upon Philostorgius; 
particularly by Arrianus, in his Periplus of the Red Sea, 
where he calls the metropolis of the Homcritze expressly 



by the name of 'A^ap, which one cannot well doubt came 
from this Eplier. 

And Hanoch.] In that part of Arabia Felix where the 
Adranitaj were seated, there was a great trading town 
called Cane, as Ptolemy tells us, and shews its distance 
from Alexandria; Kavr\ i/x7r6piov KalaKoov, (lib. viii.) Pliny 
also mentions a country in Arabia, which he calls Regio 
Canauna; which maybe thought to have taken its name 
from this person and his posterity. 

And Abidah.] The relics of this name remain (if the two 
last syllables, as is usual, be inverted) in the people called 
A(j3r?vo£, who lived in an island called Atfiov, ,or An3ouc> 
which lay between Arabia and India, and is by authors 
said to belong sometimes to the one, and sometimes to the 
other. Philostorgius saith, only they bear the name of 
Indians (in the place beforenamed, where he saith, Theo- 
philus, who was sent to convert the Homerites, was born 
here). But Pliny, reckoning up the tracts of Arabia, 
places the isle called Devadse (which I take to be this) 
over-against the forenamed region called Canauna, (lib. 
vi. cap. 28.) And Strabo. (as Gothofred observes), Aga- 
tharcides, and others, call it Atfiau 

And Eldaah.] I know not where to find any remains of 
this name, unless it be in the city Elana (which might 
easily be formed from Eldaah, by leaving put the daleihy 
and turning the ain into nun, than which nothing more 
common), which- was seated in the Sinus Arabicus, toward 
the east, called by others AWava (JElana), from whence 
the Sinus itself was called Elanites, and the people that 
lived in it Elanitac, as Salmasius shews out of many au- 
thors: (Exercit. in Solinum, p. 482.) 

Ver. 5. Gave all he had to Isaac] As he designed long 
before, (xxiv. 36.) 

Ver. 6. Sons of his concubines.] Which were Hagar and 
Keturah, who were wives, but of an inferior sort, accord- 
ing to the manner of those times and countries. Keturah 
is expressly called his concubine, 1 Chron. i. 32. as she 
is above (Yer. 1. of this chapter) called his wife. Which 
R. Bcchai (in Mr. Selden, cap. iii. de Successionibus) thus 
explains: " She was his concubine, because of a servile 
condition; but his wife, because married with covenants, 
to provide for her and her children ;" though they w f ere not 
to heir his estate. The Talmudists, indeed, do not perfectly 
agree in this matter; for, though they all agree (and prove 
it evidently) that they were real wives, yet some say they 
were made so only by solemn espousals, without any mar- 
riage settlement in writing, as the principal wives had: 
others think they had a writing also, but not with such 
conditions as the principal wives enjoyed. Abarbinel 
hath an accurate discourse about this, which Buxtorf hath 
translated into his book De Sponsalibus, n. 17. And see 
also Mr. Selden, lib. v. de Jure N. ct G. cap. 7. p. 570, &c. 
and G. Sckickard, de Jure Reg'io, cap. 3. p. 70. 

Gave gifts.] Some portion of his money, or moveable 
goods; or, perhaps, of both : which, in all probability, he 
gave to Ishmacl, as well as to these sons, (though it be not 
mentioned, Gen. xxi. 14.) because Moses here saith, he 
gave gifts to the sons of his concubines; of which Hagar 
was one. 

Into the east country.] Into Arabia and the adjacent 
countries, as was said before. For the Midianites are called 
the "children of the east/' in Judg. vi.3.33. vii.12. viii. 10. 
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Ver. 7. These are the days of the years of Abraham, &c] 
This is spoken by anticipation (to finish the story of Abra- 
ham), for Esau and Jacob were born before he died, and 
were now fifteen years old. For Isaac was but sixty years 
old when they were born, (ver. 26.) and seventy-five when 
Abraham died ; who was a hundred years old at Isaac's 
birth, and lived to the age of one hundred seventy and five. 

Ver. 8. Abraham gave tip the ghost.] Died of no disease, 
but old age. 

In a good old age.] Without pain or sickness. 

Full of years.] The Hebrew hath only the word full; we 
add years to make up the sense: which sorao think rather 
to be this, that he was satisfied, and had enough of this 
world, desiring to live no longer. Like that expression in 
Seneca, (epist. lxi.) " Vixi, Lucili- charissime, quantum 
satis est; mortem plenus expecto." 

Gathered to his people.] It doth no*relate to his body, 
which was not buried with them; and therefore must relate 
to his soul, which is supposed by this still to live in that 
place where his pious forefathers were gone* Or else it is 
a Hebrew idiom, signifying no more, but that he left this 
world as all his fathers bad done before him. 

Ver. 9. His sons, Isaac and Ishmael, &e.] By this it 
appears that Isaac and Ishmael were riot strangers one to 
another. Nay, some of the orientals tell us that Abraham 
went to see Ishmael at his house, and that Ishmael came- 
to see him after he was sent away; which is not at all im- 
probable; for no doubt Abraham provided for him suitable 
to the condition of his birth: and Ishmael could not but 
be convinced that the inheritance of his father belonged of 
right to Isaac, who was the son of a free-woman, and he 
only of a bond-woman.. Nor could he well be ignorant 
tiiat Isaac was to be heir of Abraham's estate, by God's 
designation. 

In the field of Ephron, &c] See xxiii. 17. 

Ver. II. Isaac dwelt by the tvell Lahai-roi.] He conti- 
nued, after Abraham's death, his former habitation, which 
he had when he married, (xxiv. 62.) 

Ver. 12. Now these are the generations of Ishmael, &c] 
Having mentioned the blessing of God which went along 
with Isaac after his father's death (in the foregoing verse), 
he takes this occasion to shew, that God was not unmindful 
of his promise made to Abraham concerning Ishmael also, 
(xvii. 20.) 

Ver. 13. Nebaioth.] As he was the first-born of Ishmael, 
so his posterity gave the denomination to the whole coun- 
try of Arabia Petrsea (in the best part of which, see ver. 3. 
they inhabited), which Pliny, Strabo, and Ptolemy, call 
Nabatcea; and sometimes other authors call Nabathis; 
as the inhabitants were called Nabatcei; who are mentioned 
also by Dionysius Pcriegetes, in his description of the 
world, and by Plutarch, in the Life of Demetrius; who, 
he saith, was sent to subdue the Arabs called Nabatcei 
(roue Kakovfxivovg Naj3arcuouc) where he was in great danger 
to perish, by falling, ug tottovq avvdpovg, into places where 
there was no water. These are commonly called, in Scrip- 
ture, Ishmaclitcs, as if they had been the sole heirs of their 
progenitor; and they dwelt near to the Midianites (their 
half brethren); for in the story of Joseph, he is said in 
one place to he sold unto the Ishmaclitcs, in another to the 
Midianites, (Gen. xxxvii. 27, 28. 30.) they 'being neigh- 
bours, and co-partners in traffic. The country of Moab 



also was near to these Nabatcei, as appears from Epipha- 
nius, (Hseres. liii.) where, speaking of the countries that 
lay beyond the Dead Sea, he mentions this, which he calls 
N«j3artK?) Xd>pa, the region of Nebaioth, Itnraea, and Moab- 
itis. (See Salmasius, Plin. Exercitat. p. 615.) 

Kedar.] His posterity, called Kedareni, were algo seated 
in Arabia Petraea, together with their elder brother: and 
their name also was so famous, that some authors call the 
whole country Kedai: For the language of Kedar is the 
Arabian language; and when David complains that he had 
dwelt long " in the tents of Kedar," the Chaldee expounds 
it, " in the dwelling of the Arabians." But those Arabians 
called Scenitos were properly the people of Kedar: and 
yet not all the Scenita; (i. e. all the Arabs who dwelt in 
tents), but those only who dwelt in Arabia Petrsea. For 
there were divers kinds of them (all called Sk^vitcu), some 
near Euphrates, others in Arabia Felix, &c. as Salmasius 
shews in his Plin. Exercit. p. 484. Some take them to be 
the same with those whom Ptolemy calls Pharanitas: for 
what the Psalmist calls dwelling among the " tents of 
Kedar," is called (1 Sam. xxvi. 1.) " dwelling in the wil- 
derness of Paran." Pliny only says, Pharanitis bordered 
upon the Arabs (in " ora contermina gentis Arabiae"), and 
so later writers make Pharan and Arabia Petraea to be near 
neighbours, as the same Salmasius shews, p. 485. 

Ver., 14. Dumah.] He seems, by Isaiah xxi. 11. to have 
been seated near Idumea. 

Ver. 15. Hadar.] Some think the Athritas in Arabia 
Felix came from him. In which, likewise, there was a city 
called Tema, from the next son of Ishmael : and Jetur, the 
next son to him, may well be thought to have been the 
father of the Iturasi in Coelo-Syria: and Kedemah, the last 
of his sons, to have dwelt near his brother Kedar. For so 
Jacobus Capellus expounds those words, (Jer. xlix. 28.) 
" Go up to Kedar, and spoil the men of Kedem," (which 
we translate " the men of the east.") And there are some 
other people in those countries, whose names sound some- 
thinglike the rest of the sons of Ishmael, but not so like 
as these I have mentioned : which makes me omit all fur- 
ther search after thern, enough having been said to shew 
the truth of this account which Moses gives us of Ishmael's 
posterity. 

Ver. 1G. Tliese are their names, by their toivris.] Though 
some of them dwelt in tents (and thence were called Sce- 
nitse Arabes), yet they did not live so scatteririgly, but 
pitched them together, and made a town. 

And their castles.'] They had even then places of de- 
fence; Mhich may make it probable, that they had also 
walled towns, to which they resorted from their tents in 
the fields, when they were in any danger, (Isa. xlii. 11.) 
For it must be here noted, that as there were divers people 
of this name of Scenitac Arabes; so there was this differ- 
ence among them (as Salmasius observes in the forenamed 
place), that some of them were Nomades, who wandered 
from place to place ; others of them were not. Particularly 
the Sabeah Scenitae, and most of the rest, dwelt in tents, 
but were fixed in their habitations, and did not remove 
from one place to another, as those that dwelt in Mesopo- 
tamia did, who were both Scenitae, and also Nomades. 
They, therefore, who were settled in tents, as the sons of 
Ishmael were, had reason to build fortresses for the secu- 
rity of their slender habitations. i 
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Twelve pi'inces according to their nations.*] Or, rather, j 
(as Dr. Jackson well glosses, book i. on the Creed, 
cap. 25.) twelve heads of so many several houses, tribes, 
or clans. AVhich kind of government they continued till 
four hundred years after Christ, and is better expressed by 
heathen writers than by many Christian interpreters, when 
they call them <I>u\apxot 'Apafiwv, rulers of their tribes, as 
Strabo speaks, (lib. xvi.) in his description of Syria. And 
so the later writers speak of the Saracens (who were the 
same people formerly called Sccnitic Arabes), whose go- 
vernors they called Phylarchi Saraeenorum, as may be 
seen in Sextus Rufus and Jornandes. 

See Salmas. as before, p. 484, 4S5. 

Ver. 17. Gathered unto his people.] The same phrase 
being used here of the death of Ishmael, that was (ver. 8.) 
of the death of Abraham; it shews the meaning is no 
more, but that they left the world as others had done be- 
fore them. We do not read where Ishmael was buried : 
it is likely in his own country, not in the cave of Machpe- 
lah; for that had been to give his posterity a claim to a 
share in the land of Canaan. 

Ver. 18. They dwelt from Havilah unto Shur, &c.] See 
Gen. x. 7. Josephus, (lib. i. Antiq. cap. 12.) makes the 
Ishmaelites to have possessed the whole tract between 
Euphrates and the Red Sea; which appears by this place 
not to be true. For between them and Euphrates were the 
Amalekites and Moabites, who did not reach to Euphrates 
neither. The Ishmaelites therefore possessed the country, 
which in that part eastward that was next to the Amalek- 
ites, was called the wilderness of Havilah; and in that 
part next to Egypt was called the wilderness of Shur; and 
in other places of Scripture is called Kedar, the wilderness 
of Paran, and the wilderness of sin. All which was com- 
prehended afterward under the name of Arabia. For 
Stephanus (as Salmasius observes, Plin. Exerc. p. 488.) 
makes but two Arabias. One which he calls the spicy, 
between the Persian and the Arabian Sea; the other on 
one end of it westward, was next to Egypt; on the other 
end northward, next to Syria. 

As thou goest towards Assyria.] The wilderness of Shur 
was over-against Egypt, and touched it in that part by 
which the way lay from Egypt to Assyria. Or, as some 
understand the whole verse, " The sons of Ishmael dwelt 
from Shur, which is towards Egypt, unto Havilah, which 
is towards Assyria, in the way from Egypt thither." 

He died (Heb. fell) in the presence of all his brethren.] 
Of all his relations or kindred, which are called brethren 
in Scripture. But his death has been spoken of before; 
and in this verse mention being made only of the situation 
of his country, some interpret it in this manner, His lot 
fell, i. e. he had its portion in the presence of all his breth- 
ren, according to the promise made to his mother, (xvi. 12.) 
the children of Kcturah lying on the east of his country, 
and Isaac's seed on the west. Or, if we take it to relate 
to his death, it may have the same sense : H Till death he 
dwelt in the presence of all his brethren, and was in a 
flourishing condition." 

Ver. 19. These are the generations of Isaac] His prin- 
cipal design being to give an account of those descended 
from Abraham by Isaac ; Moses returns to that, after a 
short account of his other posterity. 

Ver. 20. The Syrian, of Padan-Aram, &c] Bethuel and 



Laban aro called Aramites, or Syrians, not because they 
were of that nation, but becau%3 they lived in the country 
of Aram, or Syria, that is, in Padan-Aram; as it is here 
explained, and appears more fully from Rebekah's dis- 
course with her son Jacob, when she sent him thither, 
(xxviii. 2. 0.) where he living twenty years with his uncle 
Laban, was upon that account called a Syrian, though born 
in Canaan, (Deut xxvi. 5.) 

Padan-Arain was a part of Mesopotamia. I say a part 
of it, for Mesopotamia itself was called Aram-Naharaim, 
that part of Syria (for there were many other Arams) which 
lay between. the two great rivers of Euphrates and Tigris. 
Which country had two parts also; one toward the north, 
from the mountains of Armenia to the river Chaboras, i. e. 
Araxes, (from whence Balaam seems to have been fetched, 
Numb, xxiii. 7.) which was exceeding fruitful, and upon 
that account called Padan, which signifies in Arabic the 
same that Sede doth in Hebrew, i.e. afield. And therefore 
what Moses calls going to Padan-Aram, (Gen. xxviii. 2.) 
the prophet Hosea calls fleeing to Sedo-Aram, into the 
country or field of Syria, (Hosea xii. 12.) this being a cul- 
tivated country, abounding with all plenty. The other part 
of Mesopotamia was southerly, from the forenamed river 
unto Babylon; and was very stony and barren. The Sy- 
rians lived in the former, and the Arabians in the latter, as 
Bochart observes, (lib. ii. Phaleg. cap. G.) 

Ver. 21. Isaac entreated the Lord for his wife, &c] The 
Hebrew word atar doth not signify barely to entreat, or 
pray, but to beseech with earnestness, vehemence, and 
irnporturiity. It is most likely he continued these impor- 
tunate prayers several years ; the desire of seeing the 
Messiah making them very uneasy under barrenness : and 
some of the Hebrews fancy, that she remaining barren 
twenty years, Isaac at last carried her with him to Mount 
Moriah (where he should have been offered), and there 
made most fervent supplications for a son; as if he would 
remember God of the promise he had there made him, that 
he would multiply Abraham's seed as the stars of heaven, 
(xxii. 17.) 

Ver. 22. And the children struggled together within her.] 
Some time before her delivery (ver. 24.) she felt as if two 
were wrestling together in her womb; and put her into 
pangs, by striving which should get out first. 

If it be so, why am I thus?] If I cannot be delivered, 
why did I conceive? 

And she went.] The struggling and pangs, we must sup- 
pose, ceased for some time ; so that she was able to go 
and consult the Divine Majesty about this unusual con- 
test. 

To inquire of the Lord.] There were somfc places where 
the Divine Majesty used to appear, which was the settled 
place of worship. (See iv. 3.) Maimonides will have it, 
that she went to the school of Sem, or Heber, who were 
prophets, to desire them to consult the Divine Majesty 
about her case. (More Nevoch. par. ii. cap. 41.) And it is 
very probable, that there was some divinely-inspired per- 
son attending the Schechinah, wheresoever it was; such as 
Melchizedec was at Salem. Whom Patricides takes to 
have been the person to whom Rebekah resorted, for reso- 
lution of her doubt. 

Ver. 23. And the Lord said unto her.] By Melchizedec, 
saith the forenamed Patricides ; By an angel, saith Mai- 
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monides : who tells us (in the place now mentioned) their 
masters are so settled in their opinion that she went to 
inquire of the forcnaraed prophets, and that by the Lord 
is meant his angel, that they will have Hebcr to be him 
that gave the answer (for prophets, say they, are some- 
times called angels), or the angel that spake to Heber in 
this prophecy ; but it is most reasonable to think, that the 
Lord spake to her by an angel, from the Schechinah. 

Two nations are in thy womb.] The heads of two na- 
tions. 

Tivo manner of people shall be separated,] Greatly dif- 
fering in their dispositions, manners, course of life, and 
country; which will make them perpetually disagree. 

JFVo?H thy boivels.] Shall issue from thee. 

The elder shall serve the younger.] In his posterity, not 
in his own person. 

Ver. 24. When her days to be delivered tv ere fulfilled.] 
This demonstrates the time of her delivery was not come 
when the struggling first began. 

Ver. 25. Red all over.] Some will have it with red hair, 
not only on his head, but all over his body. 

Like a hairy garment.] As rough as hair-cloth; just as 
the poets describe satyrs. He was hirsutus; not only 
hairy all over, but those hairs as stiff as bristles; arguing 
great strength of body, and a rough, fierce temper. 

They called his name Esau.] Which' signifying made in 
Hebrew, this is commonly taken for the reason of his 
name, that he was as full of hairs when he was born, as 
others are at man's estate. But I think it may as well 
denote his active genius, which they thought this presaged. 

Ver. 26. Jacob.'] He certainly had his name from his 
taking his brother by the heel at his birth ; as if he would 
supplant him, as he afterwards did. 

Was threescore years old.] God exercised Isaac's faith 
and patience (just as he had done Abraham's) for the 
space of twenty years, before he gave him a child; for he 
was forty years old when he married (ver. 20.) and now 
sixty. 

Ver. 27. A cunning hunter.] Had great skill in hunting, 
in which his active genius delighted. 

A man of the field.] That took pleasure to be abroad, 
pursued wild beasts, in woods and mountains; where af- 
terwards he had his habitation. 

A plain man, dwelling in tents.] He loved not violent 
exercise, but kept at home; or looked after the flocks of 
sheep, and the breed of cattle. 

Ver. 28. And Isaac loved Esau, &c] Not only because 
he was his first-born, and because his love of hunting ar- 
gued him to be a man of great activity and valour, who . 
was likely to prove a great person, but because he also 
took care frequently to entertain his father with venison 
(which was of divers sorts), and afforded him such variety 
at his table, as gave his father frequent occasion to com- 
mend hiin. 

But Rebekah loved Jacob.] Being a man of a more meek 
and quiet temper, suitable to her own disposition, and 
more at home also with her than Esau was, and designed 
by God to inherit the promise, (ver. 23.) It is likely Esau 
made great court (as we speak) to his father, and Jacob to 
his mother; whereby they won their affection. 

Ver. 29. He teas faint.] "With too violent and long pur- 
suit of his sports. 



Ver. 30. Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red, kc] It 
was made of lentiles, as we learn from the last verse of this 
chapter. And St. Austin upon Psalms xlvi. saith they were 
Egyptian lentiles ; which were hi great esteem, and much 
commended by Athenseus and A. Gellius: and gave the 
pottage, it is probable, a red tincture. Some think Esau 
did not know what it was, and therefore calls it only by its 
colour; asking for that red, that same red, as it is in the 
Hebrew. 

TJierefore teas his name called Edom.] This repeated 
eager desire of he knew not what, for which he sold his 
birthright, gave him the name of Edom : which signifies red. 
Whence the city which he built, and the whole country his 
posterity inhabited, was called by the same name; and by 
the Greeks, Idumea; bordering toward the south upon 
Judea, Arabia, and Egypt. 

Ver. 31. Sell me this day thy birthright.] The eldest son 
had several privileges belonging to him above the rest: the 
chief of which was to have a double portion of his father's 
estate. As for the right of priesthood, there are many rea- 
sons to prove it did not belong thereunto. But whatsoever 
they were, Jactfb cunningly made an advantage of Esau's 
necessity, to purchase them all for a small matter. In which 
some think he did not amiss : about which I shall not 
dispute. 

Ver. 32. Wliat profit shall this birthright do to me ?] He 
speaks very slightly, if not contemptuously of it; pre- 
ferring the present satisfaction of his appetite, before his 
future dignity and greatness. For some are of opinion he 
pretended to be fainter than really he was; out of a vehe- 
meut longing for the pottage; which, perhaps, was a rarity, 

Ver. 33. Swear to me this day.] That I shall peaceably 
enjoy the prerogative of the birthright. 

Esau seems to have been very violent in all things; and 
to have pursued this as eagerly as he did his sports : Jacob, 
on the contrary, very sedate and crafty to make the best use 
of the opportunities he met with to promote his ends. 

Ver. 34. Rose tip and went his way.] Well satisfied, and 
without any trouble for what he had done. Which the 
apostle censures as a piece of profaneness: parents being 
wont to give a special blessing to their first-born. 

Despised his birthright.] He thought, perhaps, he could 
recover that by force, which he had lost by his brother's 
craft. 

CHAP. XXVL 

Ver. 1. JjlN.D there was a famine in the land, &c] Such a 
scarcity of provisions, as was in Abraham's days, (xii.10.) 
when he was newly come into Canaan, happened again in 
the days of Isaac. 

And Isaac went. ~] It is not said from whence he went: 
but it is probable, after the death of Abraham, he went and 
dwelt where his father had often done, at Mamrc, near He- 
bron. For he was not now at Bccr-sheba, or the well Lahai- 
roi, (which was the last place of his habitation that we 
read of,xxv. 11.) for that was in this vpry country of Gerar, 
to which he now went. 

Unto Abimdech.] The son, it is most likely, of him to 
whom Abraham went: forhe is not to be thought the same; 
it being a hundred years since that time. And all the kings 
of that country were, for many ages, called by the name of 
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Abimelech ; as appears from the story of David: who 
fled to one of that name called Achish in 1 Sam. xxi. 10. 
but Abimelech in the title of the xxxivth Psalm. (See 
Gen. xx. 2.) 

Ver. 2. And (or, for) the Lord appeared to him.] He in- 
tended to have gone into Egypt, as Abraham his father had 
done in the like case, (xiL 10.) But God forbade him (ap- 
pearing to him either in a vision, or a dream, or as the 
glory of the Lord appeared afterward to Moses and the 
congregation of Israel upon several occasions), and di- 
rected him to stay in this country, which was in the way to 
Egypt: where he promises to provide for him. 

Though Egypt was a most plentiful country; yet the 
king of it, at this time, was not so good a man, perhaps, as 
him that reigned in the days of Abraham. 

Ver. 3. Sojourn in this land, &c;] He not only promises 
to take care of him at present, during the famine ; but re- 
news the promises made to Abraham his father at sundry 
times, and in divers places, (xii. 3. xv. 5. xvii. 2. 8.) and at 
last confirmed by an oath, (xxii. 1G, 17.) 

I will be with thee, and bless thee.] These, and such-liko 
words, Maimonides shews express a special providence 
over those to whom they are spoken, and over all belong- 
ing to them. (More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 18.) 

Unto thy seed will I give all these countries.] Which he 
repeats again in the next verse ; having mentioned the vast 
multiplication of his seed. 

Yer. 4. In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed.] In this is contained the promise of the Messiah, 
the highest blessing God could bestow : which he assured 
Abraham should spring out of his family, (xxii. 18.) and 
now assures the same to Isaac. 

Ver. 5. Because that Abraham obeyed my voice.'] In 
going out of his own country, when God called him ; in cir- 
cumcising himself and his family ; but especially (xxii. 18.) 
in offering his son -Isaac. 

And kept my charge.] i c. Observed the sabbath-day, 
says Manesseh Ben-Israel, out of the Hebrew doctors : 
(L. de Croat. Problemaviii.) But it seems more rational to 
understand by this word which we translate charge, all that 
he commanded him to observe: the particulars of which 
follow. 

My commandments, my statutes, andmy laws.] These are 
nicely distinguished by some of the Jews ; especially Abar- 
bincl : who, by commandments, understands not only that 
of circumcision, but of expelling Ishmael : and by statutes 
(Hebr. chukkothai, which always relates to ceremonial 
things), not only binding his son Isaac to offer him in sa- 
crifice, but his offering a ram afterwards in his stead : and 
by laws (which include the judicial part of Moses's writings), 
his taking a wife for Isaac out of another country; and be- 
stowing gifts upon the children of his concubines, reserv- 
ing tho land for Isaac. But this may seem too curious : and 
so many words may be thought rather to be used, only to 
express his exact obedience to God in everything, whether 
belonging to religion, or to justice, mercy, or any other 
duty. According to what he required of him, (xvii. 1.) 
<c Walk before me, and be thou perfect." 

Ver. 6. And Isaac dwelt in Gerar.] This is a fresh in- 
stance of his constant obedience ; in trusting to God's pro- 
vidence here, and not going down into Egypt as he was in- 
clined. 
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Ver. 7. She is my sister.] Or, cousin ; for so she was. He 
told part of the truth, but not aj{. 

For he feared to say, &c] He imitated his father; as 
children are apt to do. 

Ver. 8. Sporting with Rebekah his wife.] Using such fa- 
miliarity with her, and blandishments, as were not allow- 
ablp between brethren and sisters, but common between 
man and wife, even openly. As embracing her in his arms, 
and kissing her, perhaps, very often : he having an exceed- 
ing great love to her, (xxiv. G7.) 

Ver. 9. Of a surety she is thy wife.] It seems he took 
Isaac to be so good a man, that he looked upon the liberties 
he took with Rebekah, as tokens of conjugal love, not of 
incestuous desires. 

Ver. 10. Brought guiltiness upon us.] It is likely the 
punishment inflicted upon his father and family, (xx. 17.) 
only for taking Sarah into his house, with an. intention to 
make her his wife, was yet in memory among them. 

Ver. 11. He that toncheth this man or his wife, &c] This 
looks like a modest word, as it is used, xx. G. and 1 Cor. 
vii. 1. But tho Chaldee paraphrast and the Hebrew doc- 
tors interprct.it of not doing them any injury: because he 
speaks of the man, as well as his wife, and so it is ex- 
plained, ver. 29. 

Ver. 12. Then Isaac sowed in that land.] Most take this 
to have been in the time of famine: which makes it the 
greater wonder, that the ground should then bring forth so 
plentifully. But it seems more likely to me, that the dearth 
was at an end : for it is said (ver. 8.) that he bad been in 
that country * a long time/* when Abimelech saw him 
sporting with his wife. 

A hundred-fold.] This, in itself, is not wonderful; 
though, at this time, it was a singular blessing of God, af- 
ter there had been some time ago a dearth; and, perhaps, 
the soil not rich, which afforded so large a crop. Otherwise, 
Varro says (lib. i. de Be Rustica, cap. 44.) that in Syria, 
about Gadcra, and in Africa, about Byzacium, they reaped 
a hundred bushels for one (ex modio nasci centum); Pliny 
and Solinus say the same of that country Byzacium : inso- 
much that Bochartus fancies the metropolis of that rich 
country, viz. Adrumetum, had its name from hence; signi- 
fying in the Phoenician language as much as, the region 
of a hundredfold: (lib. i. Canaan, cap. 24.) Nay, some 
places in Africa were so rich that they produced two hun- 
dred, yea three hnndred-Md, as he shews out of several 
good authors in the twenty-fifth chapter of that book. 
Whence he thinks Africa had its name; being as much as 
EvaraxvQ Th terra spicarum, a land of ears of corn. All 
which I have noted, that this passage may not seem incre- 
dible to any reader. 

AndHhe Lord blessed him.] Or, for the Lord blessed 
him. This is the reason of the fruitfulness of that soil; 
which naturally would not have yielded so much. 

Ver. 13. And the man waxed great, &c] I suppose he 
had many such fruitful years; so that his riches increased 
till he grew very great, and bought more cattle than he had 
before. For in them consisted the ancient riches, as Servius 
tells us on the first of Virgil's Eclogues,, "Omncpatrimo- 
nium apud majorcs peculium dicebatur, a pecoribus ; in 
quibus univcrsa eorum substantia constabat Undc etiam 
pecunia dicta fuit, a pcculio." The same also we find said 
by Columella. 
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Ver. 14. Great store of servants.] The margin hath, store 
of husbandry. Which is very likely; because he was encou- 
raged in it, by his great crops: which eould not likewise 
but increase the number of his servants. The Arabic set 
forth by Erpenius hath only, a great revenue; or vast in- 
crease: which, among theeastern people, as I said, was 
principally from their cattle. But God blessed him with 
abundance of corn also. 

• Ver. 16. Thou art much mightier than we.] As the people 
envied him, (ver. 14.) so the king himself, it seems, began 
to fear him : and therefore desired him, in a friendly man- 
ner, to leave his country. For they were not yet grown so 
wicked, as to attempt to destroy those who lived quietly 
among them ; when they apprehended they would become 
richer and stronger than themselves. 

Ver. 17. The valley of Gerar.] Where* that was is un- 
certain; but at some distance from the city where Abime- 
lech dwelt, and near to which Isaac had inhabited before.* 

Ver. 18. Which they had digged in the days of Abraham.] 
He chose to open the old ones, rather than dig new; both 
because he was certain there to find a spring of water, and 
because it was most easy, and less obnoxious to censure 
or envy:, and because he would preserve his father's me- 
mory; for which reason he did not give them new names, 
.but those they had in his father's days. 

Ver. 19. They digged in the valley, &c.l In process of 
time, they found a necessity of more water ; and so digged 
till they met with a new spring, in the valley. 

Ver. 20. The water is ours.] Because it was found in 
their soil, as Menochius observes. But they having let the 
ground to Isaac, the water was truly his, as long as the con- 
tract lasted. ; - 

, Ver. 21. And they digged another well'] I suppose, in 
the same valley : for, rather than contend, he receded from 
his right in the other well. 

Ver. 22. He removed from thence.] To avoid strife, he 
quitted that part of the country, and went to another: 
where he was not disturbed in his pasturage. 

For now the Lord hath made room for us.] He was strait- 
ened before, for want of sufficient w r ater for his flock ; which 
now he enjoyed in abundance. 

And we shall be fruitful in the land.] Increase more than 
formerly: now that they could water their flocks quietly 
and plentifully. . • 

Ver. 23. Went up from thence to Beer-sheba.] Where he 
and his father had anciently lived, (xxi. 33. xxv. 11.) 

Ver. 24. And the Lord appeared unto him the same 
night J] As he had done before he came to Gerar, (ver. 2.) 

I am the God of Abraham.] Who was so kind to him, 
and made a covenant with him. 

I am with thee.'] My special providence is over thee; as 
was explained before, (ver. 3.) 

Ver. 25. Built an altar there.] To offer sacrifice unto the 
Lord. 

Called upon the name of the Lord.] As Abraham had 
done before him, in this very place, (xxi. 33.) 

And pitched his tent there.] Resolved to settle in this 
place. 

Ver. 26. Phicol, &c] The same name and the same of- 
fice that he had, who is mentioned xxi. 22. but he was not 
the same man no more than Abimelech the same king. It 
is probable this was a name of some dignity among them ; 
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like that 'of Tribunus or Dictator "among the Romans ; 
which passed from one to another. 

Ver. 28. We saw certainly the Lord was with thee, &e.] 
We have observed such a special providence over thee, 
that we come to establish a perpetual friendship with thee, 
by a solemn oath, if thou wilt consent ]to our desire. They 
were afraid, it seems, lest, being"dis6bliged by their sending 
him out of their country, he should fall upon them one time 
or other ; being mightier than they, as they acknowledged, 
(ver. 18.) 

Ver. 29. Have sent thee away in peace.] They remember 
him how they dismissed him peaceably; and did not ^0 
about to seize upon his estate, while he lived among them: 
which they make an argument, why he should contract a 
nearer friendship with such civil people. 

Then art now blessed of the Lord.] This looks like a 
high compliment, or flattering expression. 

Ver. 30. He made them a feast, &c] So covenants were 
made, by eating and drinking together. 

Ver. 32. Told him concerning the well they had digged, 
&c] They had begun to dig before Abraham and Phicol 
came, (ver. 25.) and now they came at a spring of water. 

Ver. 33. He called it Sheba.] From the oath which was 
lately made between him and Abimelech. It had been 
called so before by Abraham, (xxi. 31.) but that name, per- 
haps, was forgotten, and so he revived it, as he had done 
others, (ver. 18.) 

Ver. 34. The daughter ofBeeri the Hittite, &c] Jose- 
phus saith, these two men, Berri and Elon, whose daughters 
Esau married, were Dynastce, powerful men among the 
Hittites: which is not improbable. But his father sure had 
given the same charge to him, that Abraham had done con- 
cerning his own marriage, (xxiv. 3.) and then it was a very 
undutiful, nay, an impious action, to marry with those 
people, who were under the curse of God. The Scripture 
might well call him profane; who seems not to have re- 
garded either the curse or the blessing of the Almighty. 

Ver. 35. A grief of mind.] His very marrying with them 
sorely afflicted his father and mother. Or, as others inter- 
pret it, their idolatry and bad manners extremely grieved 
them. 

CHAP. XXVIL 

Ver. 1. rr HEN Isaac teas old.] A hundred thirty and 
seven years old, as many have demonstrated. 

He said unto him, My son, &c] It appears by this and 
what follows, that though Esau had displeased him by his 
marriage, yet he retained his natural affection to him, 
which he had from the beginning. 

Ver. 3. Thy quiver.] Some take the Hebrew word to 
signify a sword; which was as necessary for a huntsman, 
as a bow and arrows. 

. Ver. 4. Make me savoury meat, &c. To raise his feeble 
spirits, and enable him to deliver his last and solemn be- 
nediction with the more vigour. 

My soul may bless thee before I die.] It seems Isaac did 
not understand the Divine oracle (xxv. 25.) as Rebekah 
did ; or, she had not acquainted him with it. For he in- 
tended to bestow upon Esau the promised land ; which 
was that God told Abraham he would bless his posterity 
withal. For the last benediction of these great men was 
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the settling of their inheritance ; and making those their 
heirs upon whom they bestowed their blessing. Now the 
birthright which Esau sold Jacob gavo him right only to 
. the greatest part of Isaac's estate; but not to the land of 
Canaan, which was to be disposed of by Isaac, according 
to Divine direction. 

Ver. 7. And bless thee before the Lord.] These words 
shew it was not a common blessing, bat a solemn benedic- 
tion, and by Divine authority or approbation, which Isaac 
meant to give his son Esau. 

Ver. 8. Obey my voice, &c.].Rebekah, having just reason 
to conclude that Esau had forfeited the blessing which she 
was desirous to preserve in her family, by marrying with 
the people of Canaan, who were cursed by God, thought 
of this device to get Jacob preferred before him. And, 
indeed, it cannot be denied, that it was a profane thing (as 
I noted before) to marry with a daughter of Hcth. And 
he seems afterwards to have had no good design in marry- 
ing with a daughter of Ishmael, (xxviii.i).) for it looks 
as if he went about to set up the pretensions of that family 
against Isaac's. 

Ver. 9. Two good kids of the goats.] Two fat sucking 
kids, as Aben Ezra expounds this phrase, "kid -of the 
goats," (upon Exod. xxiii. 19.) which, in old time, were 
accounted very delicious meat: a present fit for a king, 
(1 Sam. xvi. 20.) and which Manoah prepared for the 
angel, whom he took for a noble guest, (Judg. xiii. 15.) 
and (which is most proper to be here considered) allowed 
to decayed and weak people, as an excellent nourishment. 

Both these kids were not prepared for Isaac: but she 
took the most tender and delicate parts of both, and 
dressed them for him. 

And I will make them savoury meat.] Dress it so as to 
please his palate; and not to be distinguished by him from 
venison. For we know the natural taste of things may 
be quite altered by various sorts of seasonings, as we call 
them ; and ordered in such manner, that Bochartns says 
he knew skilful huntsmen take a pasty made of beef for 
venison. 

Ver .11. A hairy man.] In the Hebrew, isch sair, a rough 
man, hairy like a goat. For the same word, sair, signifies 
a goat, Gen. xxxvii. 31. Lev. ix. 15. and other places. 

Ver. 12. A deceiver.] One that cheats his father; im- 
posing on his age, and on his blindness : which, lie wisely 
considers, would have been a high provocation if he had 
been discovered. 

Ver. 13. Upon me be thy curse.] i. e. There is no danger: 
I will warrant the success. 

Ver. 15. Took goodly raiment, Sec] His best clothes; 
which most suppose were laid up in a chest, among odori- 
ferous flowers, or other perfumes : both to preserve them 
from moths, and to comfort the brain when they were 
worn : for their smell is mentioned ver. 27. It is a ground- 
less fancy of the Jews, that these were sacerdotal gar- 
ments, (and the very same that Adam wore, which de- 
scended to Noah, &c.) for, as -there was no sacrifice now 
to be made, so the jprimogeniture did not make him a 
priest, fnore than Jacob, as was noted before. One may 
rather say, these were garments belonging to him, as heir 
of the family: between whom and the other sons, it is 
very probable, the affection of the parents was wolit to 
make some difference in their apparel. . 



Ver. 10. Put the skin of the kids of the goats.] It is ob- 
served by Bochartus, that in the eastern countries, goats*- 
hair was very like to that of men : (par.i.llierozoic. lib.ii. 
cap. 51.) so that Isaac might easily be deceived, when 
his eyes were dim, and his feeling no less decayed than 
his sight. 

Ver. 18. Who art thou, my son ?] He suspected him, 
from his voice, and returning so soon from hunting. 

Ver. 19. I am Esau, thy first-born, &c.] Here are many 
untruths told by Jacob, besides this, (for his father did not 
bid him go get him some venison, nor did God bring this 
meat to him, which he had prepared, Sec.) which cannot 
be wholly excused : but it must be confessed, he and his 
mother were possessed w r ith a false opinio*), that they 
might deceive Isaac for the good of his family. 

Arise, I pray thee, arid sit dnd eat, &c] He was lying 
upon his bed, one* would guess by this, being aged and 
infirm: and he intreats him to raise himself up and sit: 
for so they did in those day's (as we do now) at their meals. 
This appears afterwards, when Joseph's brethren silt down 
to eat bread, (xxxvii. 26.) and sht when they ate with 
Joseph in Egypt, (xliii. 33.) And so Homer makesall 
his heroes sit at their feasts, as Athenaeus observes : which 
custom continued among the Macedonians in the days of 
Alexander, as Bochartus observes in his Hierozoic. par. !♦ 
lib. ii. cap. 50. 

Ver. 21. Come near, &c] Isaac still suspected by this 
long discourse with him, w r herein he observed his voice, 
that it was not Esau. And the Hebrews, in Bereschith 
Rabba, say, that he fell into a great sweat, and his heart 
melted in him like wax, while lie talked to him: so that 
au angel came to support him from falling down. 

Ver. 23. So he blessed Iflh.] After he bad once more 
asked him whether he was his very son Esau, which Jacob 
affirmed, (ver. 21.) who was punished for this deceit, when 
he was cheated himself by Laban, in the business of his 
wives, as well as in other things : and (as the Hebrews 
observed) he that deceived his father by the skins of the 
kids of goats, was deceived himself into the false opinion 
that Joseph was killed, by his brethren dipping his coat 
in the blood of a kid of the goats, (Gen. xxxvii. 31.) 

Ver. 26. Come noiv, and kiss me.] Some think he had a 
desire to be satisfied that way, whether he was Esau or not. 
But I take it rather to be a token of his great love and 
affection^ wherewith he bestowed his blessing upon him. 

Ver. 27; He smelled the smell of his raiment?] As he em- 
braced him, he perceived the fragrancy of his garments : 
which he could not before, while he stood remote; his 
senses being weak and dull. The Jews, who fancy these 
to have been the garments wherein Adam ministered, ima* 
gine also that they retained the scent which they had in 
paradise. So Bereschith Rabba, and R. Sol. Jarchi, as 
Bra'u'nius observes, lib. i. de Vestib. Hcbr. Sacerd. cap. 4. 

• See, the smell of my son.] The apprehension of one sense 
is, in this languag'e, often used for the apprehension of 
another, (as Maimonides speaks, par. i. More Nevoch. cap. 
*4G.) as, " See the word of the Lord/' (Jer. ii. 31.) i. e. 
Hear his word. And so in this place, " See (he smell," is 
as much as, Smell Hie Odour of my son, &c. But it may 
simply signify, " Behold, or observe ; no field that God 
h&th adorned with the greatest variety of the most fragrant 
flowers, smells sweeter than my son " 
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Ver. 28. Therefore God give thee, &c] I take it for a 
sign that God will give thee (for so it may be translated, 
as a .prophecy as well as a prayer) the greatest abundance : 
which proceeds from a rich soil, well watered from heaven. 
These two are the causes of plenty. 

The deiv of heaven.] Rain fell only at certain seasons in 
that country : but there was a recpmpence for it by large 
dews; w r hieh very much refreshed the earth; and are re- 
presented in Scripture as a Divine gift, (Job xxxviii. 28. 
Micah v. 7.) which God threatens sometimes to withhold, 
because of men's offences, (1 Kings xvii. 1.) 

Ver. 29. Let people serve thee, &c] As the former part 
of* the blessing relates to wealth, so this to dominion 
and empire : which was signally fulfilled in the days of 
David, when the Moabites, Ammonites, Syrians, Philis- 
tines, and Edomites also, were subdued under him. 

Let thy mothers son bow down to thee.] This is. a third 
part of the blessing, giving him a prerogative in his own 
family : and in the next words he pronounces a blessing 
upon all that should be friends to him ; as on the contrary, 
a curse upon his enemies. 

Ver. 33. Isaac trembled very exceedingly.] What the 
Hebrews say upon ver. 21. (see there) had been more 
proper here, that his heart melted, and he was ready to 
swoon away. 

Wlio?] A broken form of speech. 

Tea, and he shall be blessed.] He had blessed him so 
seriously, and with such affection, and (it is likely) extra- 
ordinary confidence of God's approbation, that he would 
not revoke it. For he felt, as I take it, the spirit of pro- 
phecy upon him, when he pronounced this blessing : and 
it enlightened him to understand the oracle formerly deli- 
rered, (xxv. 23.) 

Ver. 35. Taken away thy blessing.] Which I intended to 
have bestowed on thee ; looking upon it as thine, by the 
right of being my first-born. 

Ver. 37. All his brethren.] His kindred. 

What shall I now do unto thee, my son?] Having given 
Jacob so much, it w r as but a small matter he could do for 
him. 

Ver. 39. Behold, thy dwelling shall be the fatness, &c] 
Some have translated it, " Thy dwelling shall be without 
the fatness of the earth, and the dew from above : but by 
thy sword shalt thou live," &c. i. e. he prophesies that he 
should inhabit a poor country, but maintain himself plen- 
tifully by his sword. For otherwise (they think) his bless- 
ing would be the same with Jacob's, ver. 28. But if we 
retain our translation, there is a manifest difference be- 
tween this and Jacob's benediction. For here he makes . 
no mention of plenty of corn and wine; and gives him no 
such dominion as he did to Jaeob (the Jews observe other 
differences); and whatsoever fatness was in the soil of his 
country, it did not last, as appears by Mai. i. 3. 

Ver. 40. By thy sword shalt thou live.] Live upon spoil. 
Or, as others interpret it, be in perpetual war to defend 
thy country. 

And shall serve thy brother.] Here Isaac speaks out the 
very words of the oracle mentioned before, (xxv. 23.) 
which was fulfilled in the days of David, 2 Sam. viii. 14. 
and 1 Chron. xviii. 15. (the circumstances of which con- 
quest are more fully described, 1 Kings xi. 15, &c.) And 
again, after they had recovered some strength, Amaziah 



made great slaughters among them, (2 Kings xiv. 7.) as 
the Maccabees did afterwards, (1 Mac. v. 65.) and at last 
were utterly disabled by Hircanus, the son of Simon 
Maccabasus, as we read in Josephus, lib. xiii. Antiq. 
cap. 17. 

Wlxen thou shalf have the dominion.] St. Jerome and the 
LXX. do not understand this of their having any "dominion 
over the seed of Jacob (which we never read of), but only 
of their regaining power to shake off subjection to them, as 
it follows in the next words. 

Thou shalt break his yoke from off thy neck.'] Which they 
did in the days of Joram, as we read, 2 Kings viii. 20, 22. 
2 Chron. xxi. 8, &c. 

Ver. 41. And Esau said in his heart.] Designed and re- 
solved within himself: and, as it should seem, was so full 
of it, that he could not contain his purpose within his own 
breast, but in his anger blurted it out to somebody, who 
told it £o Rebekah. 

The days of mourning for my father, fcc] He will die 
shortly (in which he was deceived, for he lived three-and- 
forty years after this), and then I will be revenged. He had 
some regard to his father still remaining (whom he would 
not grieve), but no consideration of his mother, who had 
helped Jacob to supplant him. 

Ver. 44. Tarry with him a few days.] A year or two. 
But herein she also was mistaken, for he did not return in 
twenty years' time. 

Until thy brother s fury.] Time, in which various things 
happen, very much allays fury and rage. 

Ver. 45. And he forget, &c] The memory of it be much 
w T orri out, and grown w r eak. 

Wliy should I be deprived of you both in one day?] She 
had reason to think, that if Esau killed Jacob, and the 
public justice did not punish it (according to the precept 
ix. 6. which had settled courts of judicature), God himself 
would prosecute Esau with his vengeance, as he did Cain« 

Ver. 46. J am weary of my life, because of the daughters 
of Heth.] The two wives of Esau, who were Hittites, were 
such a continual vexation to her, that she wished rather to 
die, than to live among them. 

If Jacob take a wife, &c] She pretends only this reason 
for sending Jacob among her kindred, and says not a word - 
of the danger his life was in ; for she would not afflict her 
husband, but only preserve her son. 

Wliat good shall my life do to me?] I had rather die, than 
live in such perpetual vexation; therefore let him go and 
take a wife, as Abraham did for thee, of our kindred. 



CHAP. XXV1IL 

Ver. 1. Jx-ND Isaac called Jacob.] Sent for him to come 
to him. 

And blessed him.] Renewed and confirmed the blessing 
he had already given him ; that it might not be thought to 
be of less force, because procured by artifice and subtilty, 
(xxvii. 35.) 

Ver. 2. To Padan-Aram.] See xxv* 20. 

Ver. 3. And God Almighty bless thee, &c] This is the 
solemn blessing mentioned ver. 1. wherein he ratifies what 
he had done, and more fully and distinctly settles the land 
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of promise upon him, and makes him the father of the 
promised seed. 

Ver. 4. Give thee the blessing of Abraham.] The blessing 
of Abraham was, that he should inherit the land of Canaan, 
and that in his seed all the nations of the earth should be 
blessed, (Gen. xv. 18. xxii. 18.) Both which he now con- 
firms to Jacob. 

Vcr. 5. And Isaac sent away Jacob.] In some haste, as 
the LXX. translate vcr. 2. Arise, flee, i. e. depart without 
any delay. Which looks as if Rebckah had at last sug- 
gested something to him of the danger he was in. 

And he went to Padan-Aram.] Prepared himself to go, 
and set forward. Or else it is spoken by anticipation; for 
he did not come thither (ill after several passages which 
arc related in this and in the n'ext chapter, * 

Son ofBethuel, the Syrian.'] Scexxv.20. 
. Jacob's and Esau's mother.] Now Jacob is put first, as 
being lately declared Isaac's heir, and heir of all the pro- 
mises. 

Ver. 9. Then went Esau unto Ishihael, &c] To the 
family of Ishmael, for he himself died fourteen years ago. 
And therefore Ncbaioth (his eldest son, xxv. 13.) is here 
mentioned as the present head of the family, whose sister 
Esau married. Whereby he shewed himself not to have 
any great regard to the Divine revelation;^ otherwise he 
could not but have known, that this family, being descended 
from a bond-woman, was not to inherit the promises made 
to Abraham and Isaac. 

Vcr. 10. Jacob -went out from Beer-sheba, Sec] Quite 
alone, without any servants to attend him, and without any 
presents to court a wife, or gain the kindness of Laban, 
neither of which were wanting, when Abraham sent Eliezer 
to take a wife for Isaac- But as he was sent away in haste, 
(as I noted before, vcr. 5;) so hereby the anger of Esau 
was mitigated, who at present was left the sole possessor 
of all Isaac's riches, and saw Jacob depart in a poor con- 
dition. This also was an act of Divine faith, that God 
would take a singular care of him, and let him want no- 
thing. And, as they could not but hope that Laban, being 
so near a relation, would be glad to see him aud entertain 
him; so it is probable he might carry letters of credence 
with him, that he was to bo heir to Isaac; as Eliezer as- 
sured them Isaac was to be to Abraham, (xxiv. 3G.) We 
are to suppose, likewise, that he was not sent without mo- 
ney to bear his charges (as we speak), and had some pro- 
vision with him, for we read of oil, (ver. 18.) which he 
poured on the top of the pillar. 

Ver. 11. And he lighted upon a certain place, &c] A 
convenient place (shaded with lovely trees, sec ver. 19.) to 
lodge in; unto which he did not go by design, but happened 
(as we speak) upon it, when ht did not think of it. 

And he took of the stories of that place.] One stone from 
among many others that were there, as appears from ver. 
18. The same form of speech was observed before, (xix. 
29. xxi.7.) 

Ver; 12. And he dreamed.] lie had the following repre- 
sentation made to him in a dream. 

Behold, a ladder, &c.] It is judiciously observed by 
Maimonides, in his preface to his More Ncvochim, that 
there arc two sorts of prophetic parables (as he calls them), 
in one of which every word hath some peculiar significa- 
tion: in the other, the whole parable represents the thing 



intended, but every word hath not its weight; some serving- 
only for elegance. Aiiiong the first sort he reckons this 7 
in which the ladder may be thought to represent the Divine 
Providence, which governs all things, and particularly now 
directed Jacob in his-joumey, every step of which was 
under God's guidance. It being " set upon the earth" de- 
noted, he thinks, the steadfastness of Providence, which 
nothing is able to shake. And " the top of it reaching to 
heaven/* signifies that it extends itself all the world over; 
to everything, great or small, high or low; and the several 
steps in the ladder, the motions and actions of Divine Pro- 
vidence. The angels which went up and down, signify that 
they are the great ministers of God's Providence, by whom 
he manages all things here below; and that they are never 
idle, but always in motion to serve those especially who 
serve God faithfully. Their ascending represents their 
going to receive. the Divine orders and commands; and 
their descending, the execution of his orders. Or (with a 
peculiar respect to Jacob's present condition) the one sig- 
nified their safe conduct of him in his journey to Padan- 
Aram; and the other, their bringing him safe home again* 

This is infinitely more solid than the conceit of almost 
all the ancient rabbins, that God represented in this ladder 
the rise and the fall of the four great monarchies.. For 
where is there any mention in this dream of four angels? 
or, of seventy steps representing the seventy years* capti- 
vity in Babylon? or, of two-and-fifty steps representing 
the time of the reign of the four kings of Persia and Media, 
according to their computation? &c. All this is the pure- 
invention of idle men, who dream upon the Holy Scrip- 
tures. 

Vcr. 13. And behold, the Lord stood above it.] Finallyy 
he saw the Divine Majesty, or Glory, (so the Targum here 
expounds it) as the immoveable mover of all things: from 
whom all comes as the first cause, and to whom all returns 
as the last end. 

I am the Lord God, &c] This is the first time that we 
read of God's appearing. to Jacob; and it was only in a 
dream. But it made such a deep impression ^ipon him,, 
that he doubted not of the truth of what was now expressly 
promised him by God himself; that he should have the 
blessing of Abraham, as his father had told him, (ver. 4.} 

Ver. 15. Behold, I am with thee.] Or, will be with thee? 
i.e. My peculiar providence shall be over thee, and take 
care of thy safety, as Maimonides well expounds it, in 
his More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 18. 

I will not leave thee, &c] This shews the intent of the 
dream was to comfort Jacob in his solitary and poor con- 
dition/ by an assurance that God's watchful providence 
should attend him till he had accomplished all his pro-^ 
miscs to him. 

Ver. IG. Surely the Lord is in this place.] By his special 
extraordinary presence; for here he had manifested him- 
self to him, and given him singular assurances of his fa- 
vour, and that the very first night after he went from home? 
which made this place more acceptable to him than his 
father's house. For now he was become a prophet, as 
Maimonides observes, (More Nevoch. par. ii. cap. 45.) 
where he says,. that they.who prophesy in a dream, do not 
call it a dream after prophecy is come to them in a dream,- 
but simply say, it was a prophecy. Thus the patriarch 
Jacob, after he awakened out of his prophetic dream, 
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(wheToin he heard the Lord speak to him, ver. 13, 14.) he 
doth not call it a dream, but roundly says, Surely the Lord 
is in this place, &c. 

And I knew it not*] I did not expect to meet with such a 
Divine appearance and revelation to me. 

Ver. 17. And he teas afraid.] Possessed with a religious; 
awful apprehension of God, which made him say, 

How dreadful is this place!] With what reverence ought 
I here to behave myself ! * • . * -a ♦ ■' .* ; 

This is none other but the house of God.] The Divine 
Majesty dwells here; this is not a common place, but a 
sacred, having a Divine presence in it. 

And this is the gate of heaven.] Here God. keeps his 
court, attended by his holy angels, whom he had seen come 
from heaven hither, and go up from hence thither. So Mr. 
Mede explains it, (book ii. p. 436.) The presence of God 
in one place more than another, consists in his train or 
retinue. A king is there, where his court is; and so .God 
is there specially present, where the angels keep their sta- 
tion ; which is the meaning of the gate of heaven, i. e. hea- 
ven's court; for the gate was wont to be the judgment-hall, 
and the place where kings and senators used to sit, attend- 
ed by their guards and ministers. 

Ver. 18. Took the stone and set it up for a pillar.] Upon 
the top of some other stones, which he heaped up together, 
that it might remain as a monument of the Divine mercy to 
him, and preserve the memory of this heavenly vision; and 
that by this token he might know this place, when God 
brought him back again, and commemorate his goodness 
to him here. 

This stone. was held in great veneration by the Jews in 
future times, and translated to Jerusalem. After the de- 
struction of which by Titus, they were wont (upon that day . 
when it was taken, whicli was the only day they were per- 
mitted to come thither), with great lamentation and rending 
their garments, to go and anoint this stone. Such is the 
power of fond superstition. (See Vossius, de Idplol. lib.vi. 
cap. 38.) . - 

Poured oil on the.top of it J] Not in honour of this stone 
(asBonfrerius himself confesses), much less of any idol to 
which it was dedicated ; but to consecrate it as a monu- 
ment of God's great mercy to him in the beforcmentioned 
celestial vision. Oil, it appears by this, was anciently used 
in consecrating things, before the law of Moses ; and not 
only in this family, but in others also, it is probable : from 
whence the pagan custom came of anointing stones, whicli 
by Thcophrastus arc called Anrapol AtOot, upon which su- 
perstitious people were wont, when they met with them in 
the highways, to pour oil, and fall clown and worship. A 
great many authors mention them, which arc collected* by 
Ehncnhorstius in his observations upon Arnobius > p. 37. 
They that would be satisfied how wretchedly some of the 
Romish writers plead for the worship of images from this 
very place, may read Dr. Jackson's Treatise of the Origi- 
nal of Unbelief, (chap, xxxv.) where he excellently ex- 
plains this action of Jacob, n. 5, 6, 7. 

Ver, ID. And he called the name of that place Bethel.] 
Front this word Bethel, came the word BairvXta (as Scaliger, 
in his Animadv. upon Euseb. p. 198.. and others think) 
among the heathen; .whereby they denoted rude stones, 
"which they worshipped cither as symbols of Divinity, or as 
true Gods, animated by some heavenly^ power. Of which 



worship, see Photius in his Bibliotheca, (ccxlii.) but es- 
pecially Bochartus, (lib. ii. Canaan, cap. 1.) where he 
shews the Phoenicians (at least, as the Jews think) first 
worshipped this very stone which Jacob. anointed; and 
afterward consecrated others, which they called Batylia, 
and Bcetyli, in memory of tins stone anointed at Bethel; 
(see p. 785, 78G.) Certain it is, this idolatrous' practice 
came very early into the world; which made Moses forbid 
the erecting of such pillars, they being, in his time, con- 
verted to aprofaneuse, (Lev. xxvi. 1. Dcut. xii. 3.xvi.22.) 

But the name of that city.] Which was near to the place 
where this pillar was set up. 

Was Luz at the first.] So called, perhaps, from the 
many almond-trees which grew there, (for Luz signifies an 
almond, see xxx. 37.) among which, it is probable, Jacob 
took up his lodging, because they were a kind of covering 
to him. Both this Luz, in the tribe of Benjamin, and the 
other among the Hittites, in the tribe of Ephraim, (Judg. 
i. 28.) Bochart doubts not had their name from this origi- 
nal, (lib. i. Canaan, cap. 35.) 

Ver. 20. Jacob vowed a vow.] This is. the first vow that 
we read of in Scripture ; which all men allow is a part of 
religion, and so was acknowledged by the law of Moses, 
(Deut. xxiii. 21. Psalm 1. 12. Psalm lxv. 2, &c.) 

Perhaps Jacob was the first that in this manner expressed 
his devout affection towards God.. 

If God will be ivith me, &c] Perform his promise to mc^ 
(ver. 15.) . J 

Give vie bread to eat, fee] Support and maintain me>. 
which is the explication of the promise. 

Ver. 21. Then shall the Lord be my God.] I will most 
righteously worship and serve him : which doth not imply 
that he would not worship him, if he did not bring him 
home in peace ; but that, if he did, he would perform some 
special service to him, and worship hira with extraordinary 
devotion; consecrating (as it follows) this place to his 
honour, offering him sacrifice, and giving him the tenths of 
all he had, to maintain his. worship*. 

Ver. 22. And this stone, ivhich I have set for a pillar.]' 
All pillars were not unlawful, but such only as were for 
idolatrous uses;, as Maimonides resolves, .(lib.. de Idol. 
cap.G..§..8.) And therefore the Jews so expound' those 
words beforementioncd, "Thou shalt not set thee up any 
statue (or pillar), which the Lord thy God hatcth," (Dcuf.. 
xvf. 22.) concerning pillars set up for worship, not of those 
from memorials 

Shall.be GocTs honse.J Here will Tset. apart" a pl'ace for* 
God's solemn worship and service; build an altar, and. 
offer. sacrifice, &c. See xxxv. 3.. 

Give the tenth unto thee.] Acfcari/v ""wv truitoQiafi^vwv,, 
saith Josephus, the tithe of all his income, for the mainte- 
nance of burnt-sacrifices, and such-like pious uses, andj 
perhaps,, for the relief of the poor. As for the priests, we- 
do not yet read of any tithe, given to. tliem; though Mr.. 
Scldcn (in his History of Tithes, p. 4, &c. and* Keview>. 
p. .451.) thinks they were paid" to- Isaac, who was then 
priest of the family. And so Bishop. Mountaguc, in his. 
book against him ; (p. 199.) who observes, that' we react 
only of Abraham and Jacob paying tithe, not of Isaac;, 
because Isaac was a more special type of ChristMhart 
cither, of these* And Abraham and Jacob were types of 
those two people who were to have part in the true Isaac j; 
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for Abraham was father of all the faithful, and Jacob was 
the type of the synagogue; as St. Ambrose handles these 
matters in the life of Abraham. Yet the same Bishop 
confesses, that many doubt whether Jacob paid the tenth 
of all to Isaac, or immediately to God; because Jacob 
also was a priest himself. (See p. 205, &c.) 

This, I think, we may certainly conclude from this place, 
that Jacob, the grandchild of Abraham, vowing the tenth 
of all, as Abraham had given the tenth of the spoil, he was 
induced to it by the custom which was then among religious 
people. How they came to pitch upon this portion, rather 
than a fifth, sixth, or any other, is not so easily to be re- 
solved. But they seem to speak with much reason, who 
observe, that in this number ten, all nations in a manner 
end their account, (Aristotle in his Problems, lib. 3. §. xv.) 
"and then begin again with compound numbers; or, as 
others phrase it, this is the end of less numbers, and the 
beginning of greater. So that it was looked upon as the 
most perfect of all other, and, accordingly, had in great 
regard. But, after all, it seems most likely tome, that they 
had some Divine direction for it, as they had for sacrificing. 
And it maybe further noted, that what they gave to their 
kings was the tenth part, as well as what they gave to God. 
And nothing more common among the gentiles than tenths 
paid to their kings, and that very anciently; for it appears 
from 1 Sam. viii. 14, 15. 17. that it was part of the jus 
veghim among the eastern people. Aristotle himself men- 
tions it under the name of IlaXcu&c vouog, an ancient laiv in 
Babylon: and it was also used in Athens, which was a 
commonwealth, as Dr. Spencer shews, in his learned work, 
de Leg. Hebr. Ritual, (lib.iii. cap. x. §. 1.) And Bishop 
Mountague shews they were paid among the Romans, 
1>. 248, &c. 

CHAP. XXIX. 

"Ver. 1. jC±ND Jacob went on his journey.'] Because the 
Hebrew phrase for went on, is lift up his feet, some will 
have it that he proceeded most cheerfully in his journey, 
after this glorious vision; which we may believe to be true, 
though not signified by this manner of speaking. 

To the people of the east.} To Mesopotamia, which lay 
eastward from Canaan. 

Ver. 2. A great stone upon the welTs mouth.] To keep 
the water clean and cool. 

Ver. 5. Laban the son of Kahor.] Grandson of Nahor, 
who is mentioned rather than Bcthuel, because he was the 
head of the family. 

Ver. G. Rachel his daughter.] Her name in Hebrew sig- 
nifies a sheep. For it was anciently the manner to give 
names, even unto families, from cattle, both great and small. 
Sp Varro tells us, (lib. ii. dc Re'Rustica, cap. 1.) 

" Multa nomina habemus ab utroquc pecorc, &c. A mi- 
nore Porcius, Ovilius, Caprimus; a majore, Equi- 
ties, Taurus," &c. (Sec Bochart. par. i. Tlierozoic. lib. 
ii. cap. 43.) 

Ver. 7. It is yet high day, &c] A great deal of the after- 
noon yet remains. It. was the custom of those eastern 
countries, where the sun had great power in summer-time, 
to bring their flocks towards noon into shady places, where 
there whs water to refresh them ; otherwise the extreme 
heat would have killed them. There they rested (it appears 



by many places of Scripture, particularly Cantic. i. 7.) till 
the heat of the day was over and then, having watered 
them again, they carried them out to feed till sunset. 

Ver. 9. For she kept them.] It was a noble employment 
in those days to keep sheep ; whence God himself hath the 
name of the Shepherd of Israel. She had those under her, 
we are to suppose, who took the greatest pains about them ; 
but she was the chief shepherdess, who inspected them all. 

Ver. 10. Went near, and rolled the stone.] He was 
stronger, or more dexterous at such things, than any body 
there; or, the meaning is, he assisted in this work; and, 
perhaps, was the first that set to his hand about it. 

Ver. 11. Jacob hissed Rachel.] Having told her who he 
was, and satisfied her of the truth of it, then (after the custom 
used among near relations at their first meeting) he saluted 
her; and that with more than ordinary affection, for he 
wept for joy to sec her. Laban in like manner kissed 
him. 

Ver. 12. Her father's brother.] So all near relations are 
called, (ver. 15.) 

Ver. 13. He told Laban all these things.] Which are 
mentioned in the foregoing and this chapter. The reason 
of his coming from home, God's providence over him in his 
journey, and his happy meeting with Rachel. 

Ver. 14. Surely thou art my bone andmyjlesh.] So very 
near of kin to me, that I can deny thee nothing. 

Ver. 15. Because thou art.] Or, as De Dieu translates 
the word Had (and gives many instances of it), Art thou 
not my brother? Is it fit then that thou shouldst serve me 
for nothing? 

Ver. 17. Leah was tender-eyed.] Some translate it, had 
delicate eyes. So the Chaldec ; and then the meaning is, 
All her beauty lay in her eyes. 

Beautiful and well favoured.] Was every way amiable, 
being well shaped, having good features, and a fine com- 
plexion. 

Ver. 18. 1 will serve thee seven years for Rachel, &c] He 
had not brought money enough with him to purchase a 
wife (as the manner was in those days), and therefore offers 
his service for seven years, instead of it. 

Ver. 19. It is better that I give her thee, &c .] He seems 
to answer cunningly; and yet one cannot but take it for a 
contract, as it appears to have been by ver. 21. 

.Ver. 20. Tliey seemed unto him but a few days.] He 
valued Rachel so much, that the price at which he pur- 
chased her seemed inconsiderable. 

Ver. 21. Givememy wife.] So she had been by contract 
ever since it was made, (ver. 19.) and he doth not now 
demand that he might have her to wife, but that he might 
enjoy her ; being already his wife by that solemn agreement 
made seven years ago. 

Ver. 22. Laban gathered together the men of the place.] 
All such private contracts were completed by the elders or 
governors of the place, in the presence of all the people. 
We had an instance of this before in Abraham's purchase 
of a sepulchre for his family; (xxiii. 11. 18.) which was a 
sacred and religious thing, as well as the rites of marriage ; 
and therefore both of them publici juris, as Cornel. Bertram 
speaks, part of the public care. 

Ver. 23. In the evening.] At bed-time. 

Brought her to him.] The modesty of those times made 
them bring tho bride to her husband's bed veiled, and with- 
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out lights; so that it was the easier for Laban to deceive 
Jacob by bringing Leah to him ; whom he could not hope 
So readily to dispose in marriage as Rachel, because she 
was homely. 

Ver. 24. Gave unto his daughter Zilpah, Ids maid, &c] 
A very poor portion; yet all that he gave to Rachel after- 
ward: (ver. 29.) which made them say, that he used them 
as strangers, not as his children; putting them off without 
any portion, (xxxi. 14, 15.) 

Ver. 26. It must not be so done in our country, &c.] We 
do not read of any such ancient custom ; and, therefore, 
this seems a mere shift, or a jest: or, if it had been true, 
he should have told it Jacob beforehand. 

Ver. 27. Fulfil her week, &c] Perfect this marriage with 
Leah, by keeping a seven days' feiist (as "the custom was), 
and then thou shalt have llachel also. For he doth not 
speak of a week of years, but of days, as Mr. Selden shews 
out of many authors, (lib. v. de Jure N.etG. cap. 5.) where 
he hath this plain commentary upon these words: 

" Marriages are to be celebrated, according to custom, 
by a seven days' feast: complete this marriage thou hast 
begun with Leah, and then, upon condition of another seven 
years' service, thou shalt marry llachel also, and keep her 
wedding-feast seven days." 

Ver. 30. And served with him yet other seven years.] 
After he had solemnly married Rachel, and bedded her (as 
we speak), for that he did seven days after his marriage 
with Leah was accomplished. So this verse begins, " And 
he went in also unto Rachel," and then began his other 
seven years' service. There was no positive law, as yet, 
against such marriages as this (with two sisters), which 
were afterwards expressly condemned ; but at presentin- 
dulged; as the marriage of a man's own sister was in the 
beginning of the world. Whence that saying of the Jews 
in the Gemara Hierosol. upon the title Sanhedrim, "The 
world was built by indulgence." And Jacob, it is very 
likely, thought there was an unavoidable necessity for his 
marrying these two sisters. For Rachel was his true wife ; 
Leah being imposed upon him by a cheat. But, having 
known her, he concluded he could not honestly leave her; 
no more than he could Rachel, to whom he was first con- 
tracted. 

Ver. 31. Leah teas hated.] Comparatively, not abso- 
lutely. For Leah having joined with her father to deceive 
him, he could not love her so well as Rachel ; to whom he 
had engaged his first affection. 

Ver. 32. Reuben.'] The name of this son, and of all the 
rest that follow, are derived from the Hebrew tongue : 
which shews that Laban's family spake the same language 
with Abraham's with some little variation, as appears af- 
terward, xxxi. 47. 



CHAP. XXX. 

Ver. 1. JfcjNYIED her sister.] Was so grieved, that it* 
made her fret into impatience and rage, for it is a frantic 
speech which follows. 

Give me children, or I die.] I shall make myself away, 
(as we now speak) or die with grief. See here the great 
danger of too eager and impatient desires: the fulfilling of 
which was her death indeed. 



Ver. 2. Jacob's anger was kindled.] He conceived a just 
, indignation against her impatience, which he expresses 
with some heat. 

Am I in God's stead, &c] Is it in my power to give 
what God thinks fit to deny? Thus he puts her in mind of 
what the Psalmist said afterwards, " Children are a gift that 
eometh of the Lord," as the old translation hath it, Cxxvii. 3. 

Ver. 3. Behold my maid Bilhah, goinuntoher.] Shefol-' 
lowed the steps of Sarah, Jacob's grandmother, (xvi. 1.) in 
adopting the son of her maid-servant; whom she gave to 
Jacob out of the same principle, that Sarah gave Hagar to 
be Abraham's wife ; a vehement desire to fulfil the promise, 
that their seed should be as the stars of heaven; and espe- 
cially the promise of the Messiah ; which made them so cx T 
tremely troubled at barrenness. , 

She shall bear upon my knees.] Bring me a child, whom 
I may set upon my knees, as my own. For so it follows. 

That I may have children.] Though not by my own body, 
yet by her. For she being Rachel's servant, the children 
that were born of her, were Rachel's children, not her own. 

Ver. 4. And she gave him Bilhah her handmaid to wife.] 
Of such kind of wives as this and Zilpah, ver. 9. see xxv. 6. 

Ver. 6. God hath judged me.] Decided the controversy 
betweenme and my sister; and given sentence on my side. 

She called his name Dan.] The mothers sometimes gavo 
names to their children (as Leah had done to her's, men- 
tioned in the foregoing chapter) ; but with the approbation 
of the father, who sometimes controlled them, (xxxv; 18.) 

Ver. 8. With great wrestlings, &c] I have struggled ex- 
ceeding hard (i.e.im incessant, vehement desires, and per- 
haps in prayers to God) to have another child, before my 
sister; and have prevailed. 

Ver. 9. Took Zilpah her maid, and gave her to Jacob to 
wife.] Imitating her sister, and perhaps out of the samo 
principle; hoping some or other of her children might be 
the father of the Messiah: and therefore themorechildren 
she had, the more likely some of them might be so happy. 

Ver..ll. A troop eometh.] The Hebrew writers generally 
expound it, " Good fortuno eometh :" as Mr. Selden shews 
in his Syntagm. de Diis Syris, cap. 1. And the LXX. 
translate it lv rvy$ 9 in a lucky hour: and other Greek ver- 
sions Ttrv-)(r\Ka, as in St. Chrysostom, (Horn. lvi. on this 
book) who expounds it IttItvxov tov okottov, I have obtained 
my aim. Others have tvrvxnfJici, which is the same : whenco 
the Latin anciently had it, beata facta, or fcelix sum, as in 
St. Austin, Q. xci. in Gen. And this seems to some to be 
nearer to the Hebrew than any other translation ; because, 
what other way soever we expound the word gad, either 
for a troop, or fortune, we must make two words of bagad, 
as the Masorites do, and take l to signify as much as NH, 
according as we translate it, A troop eometh, or Good for- 
tune coineth. But I see no necessity of this; for, taking 
gad for a troop, it may be simply translated, With a troop; 
a troop shall follow this, i.e. a great many more children; 
And it must be confessed that Jacob in his blessing 
(xlix. 19.) doth allude to this signification of the word, 
which I doubt not is the truest. For gad, or gada, never 
denotes fortune any where but in the Targum of Onkelos 
and Jonathan, and among the rabbins who follow them: 
and therefore this may be looked upon as a later not the 
ancient signification of the word. 

Ver. 14. In the days ofiuheat-hawest.] Which began at 
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Pentecost, when the first-fruits of it were offered ; as barley 
harvest began nt the passover. 

Mandrakes.'] In the Hebrew the word is dudaim; which 
here signifies, the fruit of a tree or plant (whatsoever it 
be); and in the book of Canticles, vii. 13. it signifies the 
flowers ; and these arc the only two places where this word 
is found in the Bible. Which Job Ludolphus gives many 
reasons to prove, cannot signify a mandrake: for the 
flowers of that have a bad smell, and the fruit of it' a bad 
taste. And therefore, after great variety of opinions, he 
concludes it to be that which in Syria they call mauz: 
which is an excellent sort of fruit, growing upon a plant, 
in the top 'of which there arc great bunches of it like a 
cucumber. From whence he fancies this fruit was an- 
ciently called dudaim; from the Hebrew word dud, which 
signifies, propinquus, cognatus, amicus; which signifies 
a neighbour, kinsman, or friend. Such were these dudaim, 
which he calls cognatos ant patrueles ah una stirpepro- 
fectos. (Vide Comment, in lib. i. Histor. Ethiop. cap.xix. 
n. 72.) 

Ver. 15. Taken away my husband.'] It seems he had 
estranged himself, for some time, from Leah's bed, out of 
his great love to Rachel, or because he took little delight 
in her. Or Rachel's envy at her having so many children, 
when she herself had none, made her contrive ways to 
keep him from Leah. 

Ver. 1G. Thou must come in to me, &c.] I cannot think of 
any good reason, either of this contention among Jacob's 
wives for his company, or their giving him their maids to 
be his wives, or for Moses's taking such particular notice 
of all this ; but only the earnest desire they had to fulfil the 
promise made to Abraham, That his seed should be as the 
stars of heaven for multitude; and that in one seed of 
his (the Messiah) all the nations of the earth should be 
blessed. It had been below the dignity of such a sacred 
history as this is, to relate such things, if thcTe had not 
been something of great consideration in them. And what 
can that be, but chiefly the birth of the blessed Seed? which 
was the object of the hopes of all. pious people in those 
days. For it is evident, both by Rachel and her sister, that 
it was children they desired, and not merely the company 
of their husbands : as it here follows, ver. 17. 

Ver. 17. God hearkened to Leah.] To her earnest prayer, 
or vehement desire : and gave her another son. 

Ver. IS. God hath given me my hire.] I purchased my 
husband's company, and God hath Tcpaid me, by the gift 
of another son. Unto which she adds a further reflection ; 
as if this was the reward of her kindness to her husband, in r 
bestowing her maid upon him to be his wife. 

Ver. 19. Conceived again.] The birth of this son begat 
a greater kindness between them ; and made him less a 
stranger to her bed. 

Ver. 20. God hath endowed vie with a good dowry.] By 
restoring her husband to her, and bestowing new fruitful- 
ncss upon her: for she had ceased to bear, (xxix. nit J) 

Ver. 21. Dinah.] No reason is given of her name: but 
it seems to have the same with that of Rachel's first-born 
by Bilhah, (vfcr. G.) For, as if she had now got the better 
of Rachel, she calls this child by a name importing judg- 
ment. 

Ver. .22. God remembered Rachel.] He would not have 
Leah insult over her, nor triumph too much; and therefore 



blessed Rachel with a soh out of her own womb, for that 
was to remember her. 

Ver. 24. Joseph.] His name seems to have been taken 
both from ending her reproach, which she mentions before, 
ver. 23. " The Lord hath taken away (asaph the Hebrew 
word is) my reproach," and from adding another son to this. 
God shall add to me another son.] This was a great ex- 
pression of her faith ; more than wc find in all the former 
births. 

Ver. 25. Send me away.] It is plain, by this, that the 
seven 1 years' service for Rachel was now finished, just 
when Joseph was born : and therefore he desires to be dis- 
missed, having lived with him fourteen years. 

To my own place, and to my country.] i. e. To his father's 
house in Canaan : which was his country, because he was 
born there. 

Ver. 26. For thou knowest what service I have done 
thee.] He appeals to himself, whether he had not served 
him with all diligence and fidelity: and therefore deserved 
to he dismissed after such long labours. 

Ver. 27. I have learned by experience.] Or, as the 
ancients understood the word nichashti, I h^xe found by 
divination : and Abcn Ezra thinks he learnt it by consult- 
ing with his Teraphim. But there needed no such advice 
with them ; the thing was plain in itself, that he had brought 
prosperity along with him into his house. 

Ver. 29. Thou knowest how I have sewed thee.] Willi 
how much care and fidelity, as he had admonished him 
before, (ver. 26.) 

And how thy cattle tvas with vie.] How they prospered 
under my care. 

Ver. 30. Blessed thee since my coming.] So St. Jerome 
explains the Hebrew phrase, at my foot: ever since I set 
my foot within thy doors; or, since I entered into thy ser- 
vice. Others expound it, ivheresoever I went, or, by my 
leading thy flock. But Maimonides says, this phrase, le* 
ragli (at my foot) signifies because of me; for my sake* 
And so he explains the like phrase, xxxiii. 14. par. i. More 
Ncvoch. cap. 2S. 

Ver. 31. Thoushalt not give me any thing, &c] I will 
take nothing of thee at present; but make this following 
bargain with thee, for the future. 

Ver. 32. All the speckled and spotted.] In this place, and 
in xxxi. 10. there are four distinct words used to express 
what should be his. 

The first of them is nakod, which we well translate 
speckled. For the word signifies little points or pricks, 
which the Greeks call artyfiara : as many have observed ; 
particularly Bochart in his Hierozoic. par. i. lib. ii. 
cap. 45. 

The next is talu, which signifies, broader and larger 
spots ; which we frequently sec in cattle. 

The next is akod, which signifies, spotted with divers co- 
lours : but most properly spots, or rather circles, or rings 
about the feet or legs (which we translate ring-straked): so 
Syinmachus renders it Aeu»co7roS«c, whiter-footed: and On- 
kelos and Jonathan, having marks on their feet; rather 
lists round their legs or feet; for the word denotes, binding 
or twisting about any thing. 

And then the last, word bamd signifies, whitish spots like 
hail, for bamd, in Hebrew, is hail. 

This shall be. my hire.] He doth not mean, that those 
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cattle which were already speckled and spotted, &c. should 
be given hira: for that doth not agree with what went be- 
fore, " thou shalt not give me any thing" {i. e. I will take 
nothing that is now thine); and besides, it would have been 
no wonder, if those that were spotted already should bring 
forth others like to themselves." Therefore the sense is, 
that he would separate all the spotted sheep and goats; 
and then out of those which were of one colour, he would 
have all that should prove hereafter at all marked with 
any of the forementioned variety. Now this was a thing 
so unlikely to happen, that Laban, in the next verse, em- 
braces the motion very greedily: thinking that white or 
black cattle would bring forth none but such as were like 
themselves. ■ 

Ver. 33. So shall my righteousness, &c] This separation 
being made, it would appear, that if he had any spotted, 
they were not taken from Laban's flock; but given to him 
by God out of them, as a reward of his honest diligence. 

Ver. 34. J would it might be according to thy word.] He 
thought this so good a bargain, that he was afraid Jacob 
would not stand to it. 

Ver. 35. Into the hands of his sons.] i. e. Of Laban's 
sons, who were now grown up: though, perhaps, when 
Jacob first came to him, they were so little as not to be 
able to look after the flocks; which his daughter therefore 
fed : (xxix. 9.) as for Jacob's sons, the eldest of thein was 
scarce seven years old; and therefore could not be fit for 
such employment. Laban therefore went and separated 
the spotted cattle from the rest; and then, lest Jacob 
should get any of them to mix with those of one_colour,he 
committed them to his own sons, to be fed apart by them- 
selves. And, as it follows in the next verse, made a dis- 
tance of three days' journey between the one and the other; 
that none might be in danger to stray to the flock which 
was fed by Jacob : unto whose care were committed all 
that had no spots at all. 

Ver. 36. Set three days 9 journey, &c] That they might 
be sure not to come near, so much as to see one another. 

Ver. 37. Of the hazel .] The Hebrew word luz signifies 
an almond, as Bochart proves at large, out of a great many 
authors. And therefore St. Jerome here rightly translates 
it, virgas amygdalinas. And the Hebrew interpreters, 
who will have it signify a hazel-tree, confess that herein 
they depart from the opinion of those that went before 
them. So Aben Ezra and Kimchi, who both acknowledge 
that the ancient doctors expound it, almond-rods. 

And pilled white strakes in them.] He had three artifices 
to compass his end. The first was this: to peel off the 
bark from the rods, at certain distances, till the white ap- 
peared between the bark, which was of a different colour. 
And these rods, thus discoloured, he laid in the channels 
of water, at that time when the cattle were wont to couple 
(as it follows in the next verse), that their fancies might be 
painted with such divers colours as they saw in the rods. 
(See ver. 40, 41.) 

Ver. 39. And the flocks conceived before the rods, and 
brought forth, &c] The Greek fathers ascribe this to the 
miraculous operation of God, as Bochart observes in his 
Hierozoic. (par. i. lib. ii. cap. 49.) But the Latin fathers, 
particularly St. Jerome, look upon it as done by the natu- 
ral operation of the imagination. For which he alleges 
the like thing done in Spain among horses and mares : and 

vol. i. 



brings Quinctilian and Hippocrates to justify the like con- 
ceptions in women. Which he backs with a great mimber 
of authorities, out of Galen and other writers; who have 
observed indelible marks to have been impressed upon 
children, by the objects that were presented to their mo- 
ther's imagination at the time of her conception. 

And St. Austin says, the Egyptians, by the like device 
with this of Jacob's, had still a new apis, or pied-bull, to 
succeed that which died: to whom they gave Divine ho- 
nour. But whatsoever power there might be in natural 
imagination to produce such effects, it must be acknow- 
ledged that God gave an extraordinary blessing to this 
contrivance: as. appears by the vision which Jacob says 
he had, wherein God (who had directed him to this inven- 
tion) promised to give it success, (xxxi. 10 — 12.) For 
beasts have very rarely such a strong and vehement ima- 
gination as produces such effects; unless it be moved by 
some unusual passion. And therefore we must confess 
that God excited and stirred up their imagination; which 
otherways would not have wrought in that manner; at 
least, not in all the cattle. For, let any shepherd now try 
this device, and he will not find it do what it did then by 
a Divine operation. (Vide G. Vossius, lib. iii. de Idolol. 
cap. 22.) . 

Ver. 40. And Jacob did separate the lambs, &c] One 
species is put for all: and the meaning is, that those young 
cattle (whether lambs or kids of the goats, &c.) which 
were thus brought forth spotted, he did not suffer to re- 
main with the flock of Laban; lest he should say that he 
did him wrong by letting them mix together, and so bring 
forth spotted cattle, (and perhaps he might also think that 
they, looking upon Laban's one-coloured cattle, might bring 
forth young ones like to them.) But, instead of this way 
of intrenching himself, he had a second artifice; which was 
to put the spotted cattle (produced by the former device) 
foremost; so that Laban's flock should always look upon 
them, and thereby be the more apt to conceive the like* 
And then it follows, in the end of this verse, 

He put his own flocks by themselves, and put them not to 
Laban's cattle.] Which looks like a repetition of what was 
said in the beginning of the verse: but the meaning is, 
that those which brought forth spotted, by this second ar- 
tifice, he also put by themselves ; and suffered them not to 
be mingled with Laban's cattle ; as before he had sepa- 
rated those that were brought forth spotted, by looking 
upon the rods. 

Ver. 41 . And it came to pass, when the stronger cattle 
did conceive, that Jacob, &c] This was his third artifice: 
which is thus expounded by the Chaldee and a great num- 
ber of other authors, (which* may be seen in Bochart, 
par. i. Hierozoic. lib.ii. cap. 46.) that he laid therods before 
the cattle only in the spring-time, when the sun was ascend- 
ing, and the cattle lusty and vigorous : but let them alone 
when the cattle came together in September, or the declen- 
sion of the year (for they bred twice a year in those coun- 
tries), at which time they were become moro feeble. If he 
had always laid the rods beforo the cattle, there might have 
been none but spotted, and so Laban have been quite im- 
poverished. Therefore he chose to do it only in their first 
and prime copulation, which was in the spring-time ; and 
omitted it in the later, which was in the autumn. Our fa- 
mous Mr. Mede follows this interpretation, (Discourso xlv. 

V 
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p. 355.) But there is no certainty in it: for Pliny and Co- 
lumella prefer those begot in autumn, to those begot in the 
spring. And therefore our translation is most proper, 
which represents Jacob as using this artifico, of laying the 
rods before them, only when the stronger cattle came toge- 
ther, and not when the weaker. And so the LXX. under- 
stood the words, without respect to the former or later 
breed: and so the Hebrew words import, as Bochartus 
shews in the placo beforcnamed, (p. 514.) 

Vcr. 43. And the man increased exceedingly , &c] Some 
have made it a question, whether he got all these riches 
honestly; because Laban did not think of his using any 
art, but only of bare casual productions. But, as what 
was not directly against the contract, may bo thought to 
be allowed by it; so it is certain that Jacob might law- 
fully take what God bestowed upon him : who seems to 
have directed him by an angel to use this artifice; or, at 
loast, testified his approbation of it: intending to transfer 
unto Jacob tho wealth of Laban, as he gave the riches of 
the Egyptians to the Israelites. For the world is his, and 
the fulness thereof: and he may dispose of every thing in 
it as he pleases. 

Maid-servants, &c.] To look after his cattle ; and after 
his camels and asses, which he also purchased. 

CHAP. XXXI. 

Ver. 1. xl E heard the words of Laban 9 s sons.'] Who ut- 
tered such discontented or threatening speeches, as made 
him fear they would fall upon him and do him mischief. 
This was the first cause of his resolved flight. 

Hath taken away all that was our father's.] They speak 
of him as if he had been a thief: which made him suspect 
they would use him accordingly. 
All this glory.] All these riches, (ver. 16.) 
Ver. 2. And Jacob beheld the countenance of -Laban, &c] 
This was the second cause, of his resolution to be gone; 
that he saw by Laban's looks things were not likely to go 
well with him, if he stayed any longer. 

Ver. 3. And the Lord said unto Jacob, &c] This was the 
third cause, the Divine Majesty appeared to him, and bade 
him be gone. And as he had his warrant, so he seals it 
with his promise to protect him in his return to his own 
country. 

Vcr. 4. Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah.] Rachel 
is first mentioned as his chief wife; for so she was in his 
designment; and so the posterity of Leah afterward ac- 
knowledged, naming her first in the blessing of Ruth, iv.ll. 
To the field unto his flock.] That he might discourse 
with them privately: fearing also, it is likely, thai he might 
be seized by Laban and his sons, if he went to the house. 

Ver. 5. The God of my fathers hath been with me.] 
Hath appeared to me, (ver. 3.) and bid me not fear your 
father. 

Vcr. 6. With all my power.] I have omitted nothing that 
I could do to promote, his interest. 

Vcr. 7. Hath deceived me.] Dealt unjustly with me, in 
not standing to his agreement. 

Changed my wages ten times.] i. e. Very often ; as many 
interpret it from the like expression in other places, parti- 
cularly Lcvit. xxvi. 20. where ten women are put for a 



great number of women. But others think that he really 
changed his wages just ten timeg. For he served him six 
years, after he made tho agreement with him, mentioned 
in the foregoing chapter, vcr. 31, &c. And the first year 
he stood to his bargain: but seeing him thrive exceedingly, 
he altered tho form of their covenants, at the end of that 
year. And in like manner, every half year, when the ewes 
brought forth young ones (which they did twice a-ycar) 
and he saw them spotted, he broke his contract, and made 
a new one, less advantageous to Jacob: sometimes re- 
straining it to one sort of cattle, sometimes to another; 
and not letting him have the whole benefit of his contract. 
Which is not at all improbable : for Jacob mentions his ill 
dealing with him in the very same words, (ver. 41.) And 
in the next verse to this he relates how Laban would some- 
times let him have only tho speckled ; at another time, none 
but the ring-straked ; and so we may suppose of the rest. 
See this explained by St. Jerome in Quaest. Hebr. and by 
St. Austin, Q. xcv. in Gen. 

lint God suffered him not to hurt me.] To defraud me of 
my wages, by these changes which he made in them. 

Vcr. 9. llius hath God taken away, &c] He prudently 
conceals his own artifice, and only relates what hand God 
had in the business (which indeed w T as the chief, for with- 
out his blessing it could not have prospered), for fear 
perhaps that they should any way divulge it, and bring 
him into danger with Laban. For every body cannot keep 
a secret (the Hebrews make too severe and foolish reflec- 
tions on women upon this occasion); and his wholo estate 
depending on this, he thought it best to keep it to himself 
for the present. 

Ver. 10, It came to pass, at the time the cattle conceived, 
&c] To confirm them in the opinion, that the hand of God 
had transferred all the riches of their father unto him, he 
relates what was represented to him in a dream. 

Tlie rams that leaped, &c] He beheld them such as he 
had agreed to have for his hire ; and therefore likely to 
produce others spotted, and straked, like themselves. Ac- 
cording to the common observation of the poet : 

" Sic catulos canibus similes, sic matribus haedos." 

For in the Hebrew, tho words ring-straked and speckled, 
may be referred to the ewes as well as to the rams. And 
it is probable ho had this vision before he made his agree- 
ment with Laban ; whereby he was directed to the artifice 
of which ho mado use : or else God represented to him 
afterward that he approved it, and would make it suc- 
cessful. 

Grisled.] This word (barud) is not used before : but I 
took notice of it in the foregoing chapter, (vcr. 32.) that it 
signifies as much as great white or grey spots, like to hail- 
stones. It is just the quite contrary to nakod, speckled or 
sprinkled with little black spots, which wxrc upon the 
sheep that were white: as they were whitish or grisled 
spots upon those that were black. 

Vcr. 11. And the angelof God spake unto me, &c] In the 
name of God, as his ambassador : God being supposed to 
be present, where his angels, w T ho are his retinue, are said 
to appear; as I have often noted. (See xxviii. 17.) 

Vcr. 12. Lift tip now thine eyes.] Ho said (vcr. 10.) that 
he did lift up his eyes: therefore the meaning here is, 06- 
serve now, and mark what thou sccst. 
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I have seen all that Laban doth unto thee, &c] Taken 
such notice of it that I will do thee right. 

Ver. 14. I am the God of Bethel] It is plain by this, 
that though the angel only appeared, (ver. 11.) yet God 
himself was present and remembered him, how he had ap- 
peared unto him in Bethel, (xxviii. 11, 12, &c.) and how 
" Jacob had anointed the pillar, and vowed a vow unto 
him. ,, So Maimonides expounds it; for Jacob, no doubt, 
saith he, made the vow to God, and not to the angel: and 
therefore the angel (as he understands it) speaks here in 
the name of God and not of himself, (More Nevoch. par. i. 
cap. 27.) See chap. xxii. 11. 15. But 1 see no reason 
why we should not suppose the Divine Majesty himself to 
have appeared also, as he did at Bethel : when Jacob saw 
the angels ascending and descending upon the ladder, and 
the Lord himself standing at the top, and speaking to him, 
as he doth here. For upon a serious consideration of all 
the circumstances, this vision, here mentioned, seems to 
mo to be distinct from what was represented by an angel 
in a dream, (ver. 11.) For he had that, it is evident, at 
the beginning of his last six years' service; this, at the 
conclusion of them: but he puts them both together, be- 
cause they belong to the same matter. 

And God now remembers his vow, to shew him that he 
was well pleased with it; and to excite him to perform it, 
when he had brought him (as he assures him he would) to 
that place again. 

Ver. 14. Rachel and Leah answered, &c] They imme- 
diately consented to go along with him ; and not so much 
as to acquaint their father with it: for they knew he would 
give them nothing. 

Is there any portion, &c] We shall get nothing by stay- 
ing with him: the reason of which follows. 

Ver. 15. Are we not counted as strangers? &c] He 
hath not dealt with us as if we were his children : but as 
if we were of some other family; whom he had bought, 
and sold again. 

Sold us.] Not so much giving us in marriage, as selling 
us for the price of Jacob's labour. 

Quite devoured our money.] Kept to himself all the 
money he got by thy service; and given us not a far- 
thing of it. 

Ver. 16. For all the riches, 8cc] God hath but given 
us that which was our own: and therefore thou mayest 
lawfully keep, it, and go away with it. 

Ver. 17. Jacob rose up.] Prepared himself for the 
journey. 

And set his sons.] As was but needful : Reuben, his 
eldest, being scarce fourteen years old; and Joseph, his. 
youngest, scarce six. 

Upon camels.] They used to ride upon camels in the 
east country; especially when they made long journeys. 
(Sec xxiv. 10.) 

Ver. 18. He carried away all his cattle.] But nothing 
of Laban's, as Joscphus, without any reason, fancies. 

Ver. 19. Laban went to shear his sheep.] Which gave 
Jacob the better opportunity to cscapo, whilst he was busy 
about that; and feasting, perhaps, his shearers. 

And Rachel had stolen.] In all likelihood his wives re- 
turned to the house, to fetch what they had left there, when 
Jacob sent to speak with them in the field, (ver. 4.) and 
then Rachel took away these images. 



t The images that her father had.] These images in the 
Hebrew are called ieraphim: of which we read very 
often afterward, in the Holy Scripture. Mercer and Si- 
meon de Muis. take it for an exotic word; but others de- 
rive it from the Hebrew word rapha* which signifies, to 
cure or heal; as if these were looked upon as salvatores, 
saviours and deliverers, or preservers from mischief. 

There arc other derivations, of which there is no cer- 
tainty: but most agree they were a kind of penates, as 
the Romans called them, household gods: in which .style 
Laban speaks of them, when he says, (ver. 30.) " Where- 
fore hast thou stolen my gods?" But it is a great question 
among the Hebrew doctors, whether, in these ancient 
times, they worshipped them as gods, or only used them 
as instruments of divination ; as Mr. Selden observes,(de 
Diis Syris Syntagm. i. cap. 2.) where he shews, that seve- 
ral of the Hebrew doctors take them to. have been figures 
in human shape, (1 Sam. xix. 13.) made by astrologers to 
be. capable (as they fancied) of the heavenly influences. 
And for this reason, they think, Rachel stole them — that 
Laban might not inquire by them, which way Jacob and 
his family were gone. Hottinger also hath many ingenious 
arguments to prove, that they were the same with the Ara- 
bian talismans in aftertimes: which were images made 
under. such or such constellations, to receive the heavenly 
influences; cither to be a phylactery, or an oracle. (See 
lib.i. Histor. Orient, cap. 8.) 

But the conjecture of Lud. de Dieu upon this place 
seems to me far more probable, that they were the repre- 
sentations of some angelical powers (teraphim and sera- 
phim being the very same, by the change only of a letter), 
who, they imagined, declared the mind of God by them. 
For, in those countries where the Schechinah, or presence 
of the Divine Majesty, did not appear, as it did in Abra- 
ham's family, they had atleast some tradition of it, and of 
the angels that were its attendants: the resemblance of 
which they made, in hope they might by that means have 
a communication with them, and gain - intelligence from 
heaven. Of which evil spirits made their advantage; 
and abused mankind by the lying answers they gave to 
their inquiries. For there is no reason to think that God 
allowed, much less appointed, the making of these tera- 
phim : which Gaffarel adventures to say, were piously 
used before the law of Moses, and God manifested his 
mind and will by them. This had been to lead men into 
idolatry, by image-worship: unto which they were too 
prone of themselves. 

Expositors differ very much about Rachel's intention in 
stealing them. Some fancy, she still retained a tang of 
superstition: but I take it to be more likely, that Jacob, 
who loved her extremely, and was no less beloved by her, 
had brought her off from the false notions, and bad cus- 
toms of her country. And then, she did not carry them 
away, for fear Laban should inquire by them, which way 
they were gone (for she knew they were but vain idols, 
which could give no direction): but rather designed to con- 
vince her father of his superstition; by letting him see, 
that his gods (as he called them) could not preserve them- 
selves, much less do any service to him. Or, perhaps, 
she intended to give herself some portion of his goods, 
which she thought justly belonged to her : and so took 
these teraphim, which were of some value (though small 
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images) because thoy aro generally supposed to have been 
made of silver* 

Ver. 20. Jacob stole away unawares.] Without the know- 
ledge of Laban. For the word heart (as it is in tho Hebrew) 
is here put for the understanding and will. 

Laban the Syrian.'] Thcro being no necessity of men- 
tioning his country (which was well kuown from the pre- 
ceding story), somo think he is here called the Syrian, to 
denote that, as cunning as he was, Jacob was too hard for 
him. For the Syrians, in ancient authors, are observed to 
have been a very crafty, subtle people. But there is no 
certainty of this; there being a frequent redundance very 
obvious in this language. (See ver. 25.) 

Ver. 21. So he fled, &c] Packed up his baggage (as we 
now speak) and made all ready for a speedy flight: and 
(as it follows) rose up, and made all the haste he could to 
get over the river. 

And passed over the river.] i. e. Euphrates, frequently 
called in Scripture, the river, in regard of its eminence. 

Mount Gilead.] So called afterward from what Jacob and 
Laban did there, (ver. 48.) It joined to Mount Libanus. 

Ver. 22. On the third day.] There was such a distance 
between Jacob's flock and his, (xxxii. 3G.) that he could 
not hear sooner: especially when he was taken up with 
other business, (ver. 19.) and did not make inquiry. 
Ver. 23. Took his brethren.] Some of his near kindred. 
They overtook him.] The Hebrew word imports, they 
came close up to him. 

Ver. 24. And God came to Laban the Syrian in a dream, 
&c] See concerning this expression, xx. 3. 

Speak not to Jacob either good or bad.] About his return 
. to thee. Unto which God charges him he should neither 
allure him by promises, nor affright him by threats. 

Ver. 25. Then Laban overtook Jacob.] This is a different 
word from that in ver. 23. signifying he came near, or ap- 
proached just to him : so that they might confer one with 
another. 

Now Jacob had pitched his tent, &c] For Jacob and 
Laban had both pitched their tents in the same Mount; not 
far from one another. This Josephus thinks they had done 
in the evening; when Laban came up so close to him, that 
if the night had not parted them, they might then have dis- 
coursed together : which they did next morning, when they 
came nearer one to another; after God had warned Laban 
not to stop his journey. 

Here Gilead is redundant, as the word Syrian was before 
in ver. 20. 24. 

Ver. 2G. As captives taken with the sword.] As prizes 
in war, which are wont to be carried off with force and 
violence. 

, Ver. 28. Thou hast now done foolishly in so doing.] He 
seems to pretend, that he -would have been very kind to 
him, if they had parted with mutual consent: and would 
have him think he had lost, by stealing away, not only the 
music and merriment, (beforementioned, ver. 27.) but 
such gifts as he would have bestowed upon him. 

Ver. 29. The God of your, father spake unto me, &c] 
There is no' ground to think that the Schechinah, or Divine 
Majesty, appeared to him ; for we do not read either here 
or ver. 24. of his seeing any thing, but hearing one speak 
to him, and that in a dream : who told him, I suppose, that 
he was the God of Isaac, and of Abraham. Or, if he saw 



a glorious appearance, it was in his sleep only; not when 
he was awake. 

Ver. 30. Stolen my gods.] See ver. 19. 

Ver. 31. Because I was afraid.] This is an answer to 
the first part of Laban 's expostulation, (ver. 26, 27, &c.) 

Ver. 32. With whomsoever thoit findest, &c] This is an 
answer to the last part of it. From which some gather, that 
theft was punished with death in those days. Sacrilege 
perhaps was. 

Ver. 33. Laban went into Jacob's tent, &c] This shews 
that men and women had every one of them their distinct 
tents, apart by themselves; as was noted before, xxiv. ult. 

Ver. 34. Camel's furniture.] The saddle upon which they 
rode, or laid their carriage. 

Searched all the tent.] Except that place where she sat. 

Ver. 35. IM it not displease, &c] She begs his pardon 
that she did not stand up to do him reverence, as became 
a child to her father : and excuses it, by an infirmity which 
was upon her. 

And he searched.] He looked all about the place where 
she sat. 

Ver. 3G. Jacob answered and said, &c] He proceeded 
farther in his answer; and expostulates with Laban, as he 
had done with him: setting forth the causelessness of his 
pursuit, the injustice of charging him with theft, and all his 
unkind usage of him, from the time he came to him, till his 
departure; notwithstanding his faithful services, which he 
represents most admirably. 

Ver. 38. The ewes and she-goats have not cast their young.] 
I looked so carefully after them, and such was the blessing 
of God upon my care, none of them miscarried. A most 
' high commendation of his service. Who would not have 
valued such a servant, for whose sake God bestowed such 
an unwonted fecundity upon Laban's flock? 

The rams of thy flock have I not eaten.] Under rams are 
comprehended the lambs also : for if he had eaten any of 
them, it had been no great commendation to abstain from 
the rams. But he contented hiniself with pulse, or such- 
like mean diet, to promote his masters profit. 

Ver. 39. That which ivas torn of beasts, &c] And that 
also which was stolen by theit, was not brought to Laban's 
account; but Jacob made them good/ Which was not only 
an unjust exaction, but an inhuman: for the most careful 
shepherd in the world could not have his eye every where 
to prevent such things, especially in the dark ; as it follows. 

Wliether stolen by day or by night.] A most barbarous 
usage of a nephew, and a son-in-law, to make him pay for 
that which wild beasts devoured, or thieves stole, against 
his will; when nobody could see their approach in the 
night. Some question where Jacob got money to pay for 
them. But it is to be considered, that he did not come quite 
unprovided from his father's house; with which also, we 
may reasonably think, he still held some correspondence. 

Ver. 40. Thus ivas I; in the day the drought, &c] While 
I served thee, the heat consumed me in the daytime, and 
the frost nipped mc by night. For in those countries shep- 
herds were wont to watch their flocks; especially about 
the time that ewes were likely to yean: as we read Luke 
ii. 8. (See Bochart in his Hierozoic. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 44.) 

My sleep departed from mine eyes.] Many times he took 
no rest; being awakened by wild beasts, or by thieves, or 
kept awake by his great solicitude for his flock. 
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Ver. 41. Thus have I been twenty years in thy house.] 
This hath been my manner of life, for no less than twenty 
years, that I have been a servant in thy family. 

Ver. 42. The fear of Isaac] The God whom Isaac feared ; 
that is, worshipped : as the Chaldee interprets it. 

TItou hadst sent me away now empty .] Without goods, 
wives, or children : for he seems to have been so barba- 
rous, that if he had been, left to himself, he would have 
made them all his slaves. 

God hath seen my affliction.] How ill thou hast treated 
me; and taken care to relieve me. For so the word seen 
signifies in many places; particularly xvi. 13. 

Ver. 43. These cattle are my cattle, &c] Because they 
belonged to his daughters, and their children, therefore he 
calls them his. That is, now he is in a good mood, and 
pretends the same care of every thing that Jacob had, as 
if it were his own. So it follows. 

And what can I do this day unto these my daughters? 
&c] How can I do them any harm, when they are so very 
dear to me ? 

Ver. 44. Let us make a covenant, &c] Enter into a strict 
league, by some monument or other ; that shall remain as 
a testimony of our friendship. 

Ver. 45. Set it rip for a pillar.] For a monument of what 
Laban desired. 

Ver. 46. Jacob said to his brethren, Gather stones, &c] 
He prays every one, whom Laban had brought with him, 
to bring a stone ; and they did so, and laid them together 
on a heap; which was flat at the top like a table: so that 
they did cat upon it the next morning, (ver. 54.) 

Ver. 47. Laban called it Jegar-Sahadutha, &c] One of 
them gave it a Syriac name, signifying the heap of testi- 
mony: the other a Hebrew, signifying the heap of witness. 
For gal is a heap in Hebrew, and ed, a witness. These 
two languages were different: but not so much that they 
did not understand one another, as appears by the whole 
story. 

Ver. 48. This heap is a witness between me and thee this 
day.] It shall remain as a monument, that we agree not to 
transgress these bounds ; as it is explained, ver. 52. 

Ver. 49. Mizpah.] A watch-tower. This shews that*Laban 
understood Hebrew as well as Syriac : or, rather, that these 
were two dialects : which differed in pronunciation, and in 
many words, (as those mentioned ver. 47.) but in most had 
the same common to them both. 

The Lord watch between me and thee.] Observe how we 
behave ourselves, when we cannot see one another. Here 
he uses the name of Jehovah; which shews he was ac- 
quainted with the religion of Jacob, as well as his lan- 
guage; and worshipped, it is likely, the Lord of heaven 
and of earth; though not without some superstitious mix- 
tures. 

Ver. 50. If thou shalt afflict my daughters, &c] It seems 
to be a short form of speech, importing, God who observes 
all things will punish thee for it. 

If thou take other wives besides my daughters.] Which 
might have been worse for them and their posterity; and 
therefore he lays this restraint upon him. 

No man is with us, &c] Though here be no man besides 
ourselves, to be witness of this agreement; yet consider 
that God (which is infinitely more) knows it, and will 
punish him that transgresses it.' 



i In these two last verses, he discourses very religiously ; 
which revived also his natural affection to his children. 

Ver. 52. This heap be tvitness, and this pillar be witness, 
&c] It seems that Laban and his company set up a heap, 
made of the stones which every one brought; and Jacob 
set up one single large stone (ver. 45.) in the form of a 
pillar. And it is likely his pillar looked towards the. land 
of Canaan; and their heap towards Haran. 

That I will not pass over this heap, &c] As stones were 
set in the confines of fields to be boundaries, and land- 
marks (as we call them) to distinguish men's possessions, 
and limit them from encroaching one upon another; so 
were this heap and this pillar intended to be in the nature 
of such boundaries; beyond which neither of them should 
pass armed, to offend the other. 

Ver. 53. The God of Abraham, and the God ofNahor.] 
These two were brethren, (for he doth not mean, sure, their 
grandfather, the father of Terah, xi. 24.) and before Abra- 
ham was called out of Ur, they both worshipped other 
gods, (Josh. xxiv. 2.) But then Abraham renounced those 
gods ; and worshipped only the Creator of heaven and 
earth; as Nahor, I have formerly conjectured," also did; 
when he followed him to Haran. Therefore, I think, we 
need not make a question by which of Abraham's gods 
Laban now swears: for I take him to have been bred up 
in the true religion, which made Abraham desire his son 
should have a wife out of this family ; for which reason 
Isaac also sent Jacob hither. 

The God of their father.] As much as to say, by the God 
of our ancestors : who, after God's appearing to Abraham 
and calling him out of his own country, became the worship- 
pers of the Lord of heaven and eartli alone. (See xi. 31.) 

Jacob sware by the fear of his father Isaac] By Him 
whom Isaac worshipped, (ver. 42.) He mentions the fear 
of Isaac rather than the God of Abraham, to declare more 
plainly and undoubtedly by what God he sware. For 
Abraham had been an idolater; but Isaac never was. 

Ver. 54. Jacob offered sacrifice.] Peace-offerings (as they 
were afterward called), part of which were eaten by him 
that offered them, and by his friends. This further shews 
they were of the same religion, by their partaking of the 
same sacrifice: which Jacob no doubt offered to the true 
God. 

Called his brethren to eat bread.] Invited them to feast 
With him upon that sacrifice : whereby they confirmed the 
covenant lately made between them. 

Ver. 55. Laban blessed them.] Prayed God to preserve 
and prosper them. 

Returned to his place.] viz. Haran. 



CHAP. XXXII. 

Ver. 1. JL HE angels of God met him.] To encourage and 
comfort him, with the assurance that God was with him. 
This is a remarkable passage, shewing the singular care 
God had of him: who, as he appeared to him when he 
went from Canaan, so now appeared to him again in his 
return thither; that he might depend upon the promise he 
then made him, (xxviii. 13 — 15.) 

Ver. 2. This is God's host.] Which attend upon the 
Schcchinah, or Divine Majesty, to execute his commands. 
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Mahanaim.] i. e. Two hosts, or camps, as it is in the 
margin. Either, because there were several squadrons (as 
we speak) of the angels, drawn up like an army, ready for 
his defence: or, because, besides his own family, which 
was pitched here in order like a camp, there was that of 
the angels also. The former seems most probable, because 
this name relates to God's host, mentioned before ; which 
consisted of several troops of angels. 

Ver. 3. And Jacob sent messengers before him, &c.] As 
he was about to pass over Jordan, (ver. 10.) he sent some 
to wait upon his brother. 

Unto the land ofSeir.] Which Esau, it seems, had con- 
quered in Jacob's absence, according to the blessing of his 
father, (xxvii. 40.) " By thy sword shalt thou live." This 
Jacob thought fit to congratulate to him; and at the same 
time to try how he stood affected towards himself. 

The country ofEdom.] So it was called in Moses's time. 

Ver. 4. Thus shall ye speak to my lord Esau.'] He calls 
him his lord, that he might mollify his anger, if any re- 
mained, by humble language. Which sounded as if he had 
no thoughts of the birthright he had purchased of him. 
This also was the style wherein others addressed them- 
selves to Esau, after he had won the principality of Seir. 

Thy servant Jacob.'] These are submissive words also; 
importing his inferiority. 

I have sojourned with Laban, &c] This hath the same 
design with the foregoing words; to insinuate that he was 
much inferior to Esau; having been a servant a long time 
to Laban. 

Ver. 5. And I have oxen, &c] Yet lie adds this, that he 
was plentifully provided for, lest Esau should think he 
came a begging, and might prove a burden to him ; so the 
Hebrews understand it. And Maimonides observes, that 
he mentions only oxen, asses, and flocks (i. e. of sheep 
and goats), because these were the common possessions of 
all men, and in all countries, that had any thing. But 
horses and camels were not ordinary goods, but the pos- 
sessions of a few great persons, and in some countries 
only: (More Nevochim, par. iii. cap. 39.) Jacob indeed 
had camels, (ver. 7. 15. and xxxi. 17.) but, it is likely, they 
were not many, and he had no great breed of them. 

Men-servants and maid-servants.] These were a part of 
their possessions, as oxen and sheep were; which they 
bought and sold; and were no where more plentiful than 
in Syria (from whence Jacob came), if it were then such a 
country as it was in aftertimes, when the Roman writers 
say, they were " servituti nati," born to slavery. 

That I may find grace in thy sight.] He courts his friend- 
ship, and desires he would favour him, and not hinder him 
in his passage to their old father. 

Ver. G. We came to thy brother Esau, and also he cometh 
to meet thee.] They reported, no doubt, what he replied to 
Jacob's message; and this coming to meet him signifies, 
that he gave them a civil reception: and pretended, at 
least, to.be glad to hear of his brother's return; and there- 
fore prepared to come and welcome him into his own 
country. 

Four hundred men with him.] Nobly attended ; partly to 
shew his greatness, and partly to do honour to Jacob by a 
public salutation. 

Ven 7. Then Jacob was greatly afraid, &c] Being con- 
scious to himself what cause Esau had not to love him. 



He interpreted his coming to meet him, with such a num- 
ber, otherwise than it was represented. The vision of 
angels, indeed, who met him, (ver. 1.) might have fortified 
him against all fear of Esau's meeting him: but the first 
motions of such passions cannot always be prevented. 

He divided the people that were with him, &c] Put his 
family and all belonging to him in as good a posture as he 
was able. 

Ver. 9. O God of my father Abraham, &c] As he had 
prudently disposed all things for the preservation of his 
family, at least of some of them; so he addresses himself 
to God (of whose goodness both Abraham and Isaac had 
very long experience), without whose favour he knew the 
angels themselves could do nothing for him : for they are 
his host, (ver. 2.) and act only by his command. 

Return unto thy country*] He represents to God that he 
was in the way of obedience to his orders: and then re- 
members him of his gracious promise, " I will deal well 
with theo." - 

Ver. 10. lam not worthy, &c] Next, he acknowledges 
what God had done for him already; and how unworthy 
he was of the smallest part of it. 

With my staff.] As a poor traveller, having no more 
than I could carry about me. Travellers used staffs then, 
as they do now, for their ease, and for their defence. 

Ver. 11. The mother with the children.] i. e. My whole 
family : which could not consist with God's promise, men- 
tioned in the next verse. 

Ver. 12. As the sand of the sea.] The words of God's 
promise are as the dust of the earth, (xxviii. 14.) But that 
signified the same with what God had said to Abraham, 
(xxii. 17.) which this promise authorised him to apply to 
himself, as the seed whom he intended to bless. 

Ver. 13. He lodged there.] i. e. In Mahanaim, or there- 
abouts: where he hoped God would command the angels, 
which he had seen, to protect him. 

And he took of that which came to his hand, &c.] Accord- 
ing to this translation, he took what he first lighted upon, 
without any choice; being still in a passion of fear. But 
the Hebrew phrase VT2, that which tons in his hand, signi- 
fies what was in his power to present him withal, viz. such 
cattle as are after mentioned ; though he had no jewels or 
precious raiment. And it appears that he chose them with 
great consideration, in exact proportions: for having com- 
mended himself, upon such good grounds, to the protection 
of the Almighty, his fear vanished. 

Ver. 14. Two hundred she-goats, and twenty he-goats, 
&c] The males bare the proportion of one to ten females. 
And so it was in the rams and bulls; which was the pro- 
portion Varro saith was observed in his days and country. 
(See Bochart in his Hierozoic. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 54.) 

Ver. 15. Milch camels.] Who had lately foaled: for 
nothing was more delicious in those countries (as Bochart 
observes out of Aristotle, Pliny, and many other authors, 
lb. lib. ii. cap. 2.) than camels' milk. 

Ver. 18. It is a present.] With Which he hoped to sweeten 
him ; there being a great power in gifts to win men's hearts, 
even when they are disaffected : as the wise man observes 
in many places, (Prov. xvii. 8. xviii. 16, &c.) 

And behold, he is behind us.] He would not have Esau 
think that he was afraid to see him. 

Ver. 19. And so he commanded the second, &c] He there- 
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fore distributed them into several droves, that they might 
make a greater appearance ; and that he might still be more 
and more pleased, with the respect which was shewn him, 
and the present intended him. For every new drove, and 
new speech, made a new impression upon him. 

Ver. 21. Lodged that night in the company.] Or, camp, 
i. e. where he pitched the tents for his family. 

Ver. 22. He arose up that night.] Before it was day ; in 
the last watch of the night. 

His eleven sons.] i. e. All his children : for the daughter 
is comprehended. 

Passed over the ford Jabbock] This was a little river, 
flowing from the country of the Ammonites, and falling into 
Jordan, where it comes out of the lake of Genesareth. It 
was in one place fordable ; and there Jacob first passed 
over himself, to try the depth of it. ' 

Ver. 23. And he took them and sent them over, &c] 
Having tried the ford, he returned; and caused them all 
to pass over ; and so (as it follows) was left alone, on the 
east side of the brook. 

Ver. 24. And there wrestled a man with him.] He stayed 
alone, in all likelihood, that he might commend himself and 
his family to God, by earnest prayer: which seems to be 
confirmed by the prophet Hosea, xii. 4. And as he was 
praying, or when he had done, a man encountered him, 
with whom he grappled ; taking him, perhaps, for some of 
Esau's attendants come to surprise him. For it was so dark, 
that he could not see what kind of countenance he had : 
or, if he could, angels were wont to appear so like to men, 
that at the first they did not discern the difference, Maimo- 
nides fancies all this was done in a prophetic vision : (More 
Nevoch. par. iu cap. 42.) but the whole narration confutes 
this. The only question is, whether this was a created 
angel, or the Eternal AOrOS, as many of the ancient fathers 
understood it. Whose opinion is opposed by St. Austin, 
(as I observed upon the ISth chapter) and seems to me 
not so probable, as that this angel was one of God's host, 
mentioned ver. 2. sent from the Schcchinah, or Divine 
Majesty ; by whose order, and in whose presence, he strove 
with Jacob, in such manner as is here described. In short, 
I take him to be one of those, whom the Jews call angels 
of the presence; that wait continually upon the Divine 
Majesty, and make a part of his retinue. (See xxxv. 10.) 

Ver. 25. And when he saw that he prevailed not against 
him.] Though Jacob, no doubt, was extraordinarily 
strengthened by God in this combat, (Hosea xii. 5.) yet the 
angel who represented God could have prevailed against 
him, if his orders had Jiot been to let Jacob have the better. 

He touched the hollow of his thigh.] The angel gave over 
the combat; but made him know, by this light touch, what 
he could have done, if he had pleased, i. e. quite overthrown 
him, as easily as he had made him go limping. This dis- 
covered to Jacob that he was more than a man who wrestled 
with him: and that he had not prevailed against him by his 
own strength ; but by the power of God. 

The hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint.] The thigh- 
bone slipped out of the cavity, or socket, into which it was 
inserted. 

Ver.2G. And he said, Let me go.] Though the angel ceased 
to wrestle any longer, yet Jacob would not let go his hold: 
and, the more to set off his victory, the angel seems not to 
be^able to break from him without his consent. 



For the day breaks.] It is time for thee to follow thy 
family over the brook. 

And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me.] 
By this it plainly appears, Jacob began to understand who 
he was. 

Ver. 27. What is thy name ?] The angel doth not yet own 
his quality ; but speaks as if he were unacquainted with 
Jacob. 

Ver. 28. Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but 
Israel.] i. e. Not only Jacob, (as this expression is used 
1 Sam. viii. 7.) or not so much Jacob as Israel. Which 
name abolished the other, in his posterity : who were called 
Israelites, but never Jacobites. 

For as a prince hast thou power with God and with men.] 
These words explain the end and intention of this combat; 
which was to shew, that he, having such power with God 
as to prevail over one of his ministers, needed not fear his 
brother Esau.* So the Vulgar Latin expresses it: If thou 
hast been strong against God, how much more shdlt thou 
prevail with men? And it is the sense of our translation, 
which more literally renders the Hebrew words, Thou hast 
behaved thyself like a prince (so the word Scharitha imports) 
with God, and with men, &c. That is, hast shewed such 
an heroic spirit (as we speak) in this combat, that thou 
needest not fear Esau and all his followers : this victory is 
an assurance that thou shalt get the better of him. 

There is nobody skilled in the original language, but 
easily sees no other derivation of the name of Israel is to 
be sought for, but what is contained in this word Scharitha : 
which gives the reason of it. For sar, as St. Jerome ob- 
serves, signifies a prince ; and the jod in the beginning, is 
the common note of a proper name. So the meaning of 
Israel is as much as a prince with God. 

Ver. 29. Jacob asked him and said, Tell me, I pray thee, 
thy name.] Jacob having told him his own name, desires 
him to requite him in the same kind : that thereby he might 
more certainly know, whether he was an angel or a man. 
For these words seem to demonstrate, he did not think him 
to be God himself. 

Wherefore dost thou ask after my name?] Do not inquire 
after it. Rasi thinks angels changed their names according 
to the offices and functions to which they were assigned. 

And he blessed him there.] Renewed the blessing which 
God had promised to Abraham and his seed; whereby 
Jacob was fully satisfied who he was : for he pronounced 
this blessing in the name of God, from whom ho came. 

Ver. 80. / have seen God face to face.] Been admitted 
to the nearest familiarity with him. For he looked upon 
this angel as a "part of the Schechinah; which now also, 
it is likely, visibly appeared, and made him call this place 
Peniel, the face of God. Which doth not import that the 
Schechinah appeared in a human figure (for it never did), 
but that he looked upon it as a token of the Divine Pre- 
sence, and that it approached very near him ; as when one 
friend speaks to another face to face, as the ancient phrase 
was. 

And my life was preserved.] This is commonly inter- 
preted by the opinion, which was in old time, that if they 
saw one of the heavenly ministers, they were to be no longer 
men of this world, but die presently. But it may refer (as 
Menochius observes) to the principal scope of the combat, 
which was to confirm Jacob against the fear of Esau : and - 
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so the meaning is, I doubt not, Jam safe, God tvill preserve 
me from any hurt by Esau* 

Ver. 81. He halted upon his thigh.} Because the hip-bone 
was out of its place. Many think this lasted only for a 
time ; and some will have it, that the angel cured him be- 
fore he got to Esau. But there is no certainty of either of 
these conjectures. 

Ver. 39. Therefore the children of Israel eat not of the 
sinew ivhich shrank, &c] That sinew (or tendon) which 
fastens the hip-bone in its socket : which comprehends 
the flesh of that muscle which is connected to it. He that 
cat of this was to be beaten, as the Jewish masters tell us. 
(See Mr. Selden, lib. ii. de Synedriis, p. 552. Hottinger de 
Leg. Hebr. §. 3. Vorstius upon Pirke Eliezer, p. 221.) 

CHAP. XXXIII. 

Ver. 1. */ ACOB lifted up his eyes, &cj Being come to 
his family, (whom he sent before him over the brook, xxxii. 
23.) and looking about him, he beheld Esau and his train 
at some distance : and put himself, his wives, and child- 
ren, in good order to meet him. 

Ver. 2. Joseph hindermost.] As more dear to him, than 
any of the rest: for he did not yet know that the Messiah 
was to proceed from Judah, one of the sons of Ltfah. 

Ver. 3. And he passed over before them.] Put himself in 
the front of them. 

Bowed himself to the ground seven times.'] At some con- 
venient distance he began to bow : and so, at every other 
step, or more, he bowed again (seven times) till he came 
near to his brother. This was to testify the great honour 
he had for him: and to take out of Esau's mind all suspi- 
cion, that he looked upon himself as the elder brother. 

Ver. 4. Esau ran to meet him.] This declares the for- 
wardness of his affection: which would not let him pro- 
ceed so ceremoniously as Jacob did. 

Kissed him.] This word is marked in the Hebrew text 
(as fourteen other words in the Bible are) with four unusual 
points over it : to denote, as the Hebrew doctors think, 
some remarkable thing ; which some of them take to be, 
the sincerity of Esau's reconciliation to bis brother. And 
truly, if he heartily pardoned the injury, which he con- 
ceived Jacob had done him, it is much to be noted; and 
ought to be looked upon as a sign he was become a good 
man. And so. Mart. Bucer, I remember, understood it, 
in his Commentaries upon the Epistle to the Romans: 
whero he makes this an argument that Esau was not a 
reprobate, as some are apt to imagine. If it be said that 
God deterred him from doing his brother any hurt, it is 
more than can be proved. For it is recorded indeed that 
God threatened Laban in such a manner, that he durst not 
meddle with him: but no such thing is said of Esau, though 
it would have been of more concern to have recorded the 
same here, if Moses had known of any such Divine appa- 
rition to him. 

Ver. 7. Joseph and Rachel.] The Hebrew- doctors here 
observe, that Joseph goes before his mother ; but the mo- 
thers of all the rest went before their children : of which, I 
think, it is not needful to seek a reason. For it is likely 
Moses did not take care to place his words exactly. Or, 
if he did, no more ought to be made of it than this ; that 
Joseph being a goodly child, his mother put him before 



her; as we commonly do, when wo would shew a child (o 
advantage. Or, he being very young and a forward child, 
stepped before his mother, as children are wont to do, when 
some fine show appears which they eagerly desire to behold. 

Ver. 8. What meanest thou by all this drove? &c] The 
servants, no doubt, had told him, (as their master had 
ordered, xxxii. 17, &c.) but he asks Jacob that he might- 
have an opportunity to declare how little he needed or de- 
sired such a present. 

TJiese are to find grace in the sight of my lord.] To 
testify my respect to thee, that I may obtain thy favour and 
good-will towards me. For inferiors were wont to approach 
to their superiors with presents, to make themselves the 
more kindly accepted. And it is observable, that as he 
and all his made such obeisance to Esau, as signified he 
was his servant, (as he calls himself, ver. 5.) so he still 
honours Esau by the name of his lord. 

Ver. 9. I have enough, my brother, &c] In this he shews 
himself not to be of a covetous humour : but as free from 
that vice as from revenge. 

Ver. 10. If I have found grace in thy sight.] If thou 
lovest me. 

As though I had seen the face of God.] For Esau's kind 
reception of him, he could not but look upon as a token of 
the Divine favour towards him. Some think by God may 
be meant an angel, or great man : into whose presence, 
inferiors, as I said, were wont to approach with presents. 

And thou wast pleased with me.] Received me kindly. 

Ver. 11. Take my blessing.] i. e. My present, as we ex- 
pound it in the margin of 1 Sam. xxv. 27. 

I have enough.] It is a larger word in the Hebrew, than 
that used by Esau, ver. 9. signifying that he had enough to 
spare of all sorts of things : and therefore Esau needed not 
fear his impoverishment, by accepting this present. 

Ver. 12. A?id he said, Let us take our journey, &c] Esau 
invites him to go along with him, to the land of Seir, and 
there refresh himself. 

I will go before thee.] Shew thee the way, and conduct 
thee. 

Ver. 13. And he said unto him, &c] z. e. Jacob said this 
in excuse, that he could not go so fast as Esau ; and there- 
fore desired to follow after by easy journeys. 

Children are tender.] Joseph w r as not above six or seven 
years old. 

Flocks and herds tvith young.] The Hebrew word aloth 
(in 1 Sam. vi. 7.) signifies kine that had sucking calves. 
Unto which sense Bochart inclines in this place ; and so 
do Jonathan, Onkelos, and other ancient interpreters. (See 
his Hierozoic. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 30.) 

Are ivith me.] Must be looked after very carefully. 

All the flock tvill die.] i. e. All that are big with young ; 
or, liavo newly brought forth young. 

Ver. 14. I will lead on softly.] Follow thee with a gentle 
pace; such as the flocks and children can bear. 

According as the cattle that go before me.] It was obr 
served before, (xxx. 30.) that Maimonides interprets this 
phrase, leregel,for the sake : and so he understands it here, 
with respect to the cattle and children. (More Nevoch. par. 
i. cap. 28.) Or, because of the cattle, &c. that they may not 
be overdriven. 

Until I come to my lord, unto Seir.] Moses omits this 
journey to Seir, as ho doth his visit to his father : which 
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one cannot think lie deferred for so many years, as were 
between his return to Canaan, and the mention of his coming 
to Mamre, (xxxv. 27.) Or, Jacob was hindered, perhaps, 
by something which he could not foresee, from performing 
this promise to his brother: of which, no doubt, he gave 
him an account, that he might not be thought to break his 
word. 

Ver. 15. Let me now leave with thee, &c] He would have 
left some of his followers with Jacob, to shew him the way, 
and to be a guard to him-, or honourably attend him. 

Let me find grace in the sight of my lord.'] In this also 
be so kind as to gratify my desire, (xxxiv. 11.) 

Ver. 16. Esaureturned that day.] The same day they met 
together; because he would not be a burden to Jacob. 

Ver. 17. Journeyed to Succoth.] After be had been with 
his brother in Scir, if he did follow him thither; as it is 
likely he did, though not here mentioned: no more than 
the entertainment he gave him, and such-like things ; which 
one cannot think were wanting at this meeting. 

Built him a house.] Intending to make some stay in this 
place. 

Ver. 18. And Jacob came to Shalem, a city of Shechem.] 
Or, he came safe and sound (so the Hebrews generally 
understand the word Shalem) to that city called Shechem. 
And it may refer either to the soundness of his leg ; which 
was perfectly well, so that he halted no longer : or, to the 
safety of his person ; in that he was not at all hurt by Esau : 
or, rather, to the safety of every thing he had : no evil acci- 
dent having befallen him, of any sort, since he left Laban. 
Which is the rather now mentioned, because in the next 
chapter Moses gives a relation of a very sad misfortune, 
which befel his family. 

When he came from Padan-Aram.] Some think this 
needed not to have been added : whereas it expresses more 
fully what was said before, that he came safe all the way 
from thence hither. 

And pitched his tent before the city.] Because it was the 
sabbath-day, saith Manasseh ben Israel, out of the Hebrew 
doctors (Probl. viii. de Creatione), which made him stop 
and rest here, and not enter the city, till it was ended. But 
this is a mere fancy, for the rest from all labours on this 
day was not commanded to be observed till they came 
out of -Egypt : and the true reason of pitching his tent here, 
was for the convenience of pasturage. 

Ver. 19. And he bought a parcel of afield.] He made a 
small purchase, that he might be the less imposed upon by 
the inhabitants of that country : who had disturbed Abra- 
ham and Isaac, about the wells they digged in the ground 
they hired of them. . 

For a hundred pieces of money.] .The margin hath a 
hundred lambs. But this is the right translation, as ap- 
pears from Acts vii. 16. And Bochart hath taken a great 
deal of pains to shew that kesita doth not signify a lamb, 
but some sort of money : though of what value is uncertain, 
(par. i. Hierozoic. lib. i. cap. 2. and lib. ii. cap. 43.) For a 
great while before this time money was in use; with which 
they trafficked, and not by exchanging one commodity for 
another. (See xxiii. J6.) 

Ver. 20. Called it El-Elohe-IsraeL] This altar is dedi- 
cated to God, the God of Israel; who had delivered him 
from Laban and Esau, and lately honoured him with a new 
name, importing his great power with him. 

VOL. I. 
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Ver. 1. rrENT out.] From her mother's tent, which was 
without the city, (xxxiii. 18.) f " 

To see the daughters of the land.] Into the city of She- 
chem, to look about her with the young women (as the 
Hebrew word imports), who, as Josephus relates, celebrated 
a festival at this time, where some fine spectacles were pre- 
sented. 

Ver. 2. And when Shechem.] From whom the city, per- 
haps, had its name. 

Prince of the country.] Or one of the prime nobility of 
the country, (ver. 19.) 

Took her, &c] By force (as both the Targums and 
many others understand it), and ravished her. From whence 
we learn, that this was done some years after Jacob's return 
into Canaan: for then Dinah was not much older than 
Joseph; and now we must suppose her, at least, fifteen. 
And indeed the bloody fact of her brethren shews as much, 
who must be grown up to be men: which they were not 
when Jacob returned to Canaan; the eldest of them being 
then scarcely a stripling of fourteen years old. 

Ver. 3. His soul clave unto Dinah.] He could think of 
nothing else but her : for he loved her extremely, as it fol- 
lows in the next words. 

Spake kindly to the damsel] Courted her to marry him, 
with such professions of sincere affection, as might gain 
her heart, notwithstanding the injury he had done her. 

Ver. 4. Get me this damsel to wife.] Treat with her father 
about our marriage. 

Ver. 5. And Jacob heard, &c] By some of Dinah's ser- 
vants or companions ; for it is not to be thought, that she 
went out alone. 

Now his sons were with the cattle in the field.] Which he 
had lately purchased, (xxxiii. 19.) or, in some hired ground 
remote from the city. 

Held his peace, &c] Took no notice of what he heard ; 
till he could have their advice and assistance. 

Ver. 6. And Hamor went out.] Of the city, to treat with 
Jacob in his tent, (xxxiii. 18.) 

Ver. 7. And the sons of Jacob, &c] As they were treat- 
ing, in came Jacob's sons : who, hearing how their sister 
had been abused, were very much afflicted, and no less 
angry. 

Wrought folly in Israel] Or, against Israel Committed 
a wickedness, highly to the disgrace and injury of Israel's 
family. 

Which thing ought not to be done.] Contrary to the law 
of nations; that a virgin should be violated without punish- 
ment. So Rasi. 

Ver. 8. Hamor communed with them.] With the whole 
family, Jacob, Leah, and Dinah's brethren. 

Longeth.] Is extremely in love. 

For your daughter.] The daughter of Jacob and Leah ; 
unto whom he speaks in the presence of her brethren. 

Ver. 9. And make ye marriages with ns, &c] Become 
one people with us; (ver. 1G.) 

Ver. 30. And ye shall dwell with us.] Settle yourselves 
among us. 

And the land shall be before you.] In any part of our 
country. 

Q 
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Dwell ye.] Ho repeats it again, to beget in them a con- 
fidence of a settlement among them; in the enjoyment of 
all their rights and privileges ; as much as if they had been 
natives. 

And trade ye.] Exercise what traffic you please up and 
■down the country, without any let or impediment. 
And get you possessions therein.] Purchase land. 
Ver. 11. Let me find grace in your eyes.] Grant this pe- 
tition, which my father makes in my behalf, (xxxiii. 15.) 

And what ye shall say unto me, &c] Make your own 
terms, I will agree to them. 

Ver. 12. Ask me never so much dowry and gift,] This 
shews more fully, that the custom of those times was (as 
was noted upon xxix. 18.) for men to give money for their 
wives. But there was a greater reason for a dowry now, 
and a large one too ; that he might make compensation for 
the wrong he had done. For there was a natural equity in 
those laws of Moses, (Exod. xxii. 16. Deut. xxii. 28.) by 
which men were bound to make satisfaction to the fathers ; 
if, either by incitement or violence, they had abused their 
daughters. : 

Dowry and gift seem to be distinct things: the dowry 
being given to the parents, the gift to the kindred. 

Ver. 13. The sons of Jacob answered, &c] Hence some 
infer, that, by the custom of those days, the consent of the 
brethren was required, rather than the parents : for the 
sons of Jacob here make the contract, as Laban had done 
with Abraham's servant, (xxiv. 50.) But it is more reason- 
able to think, that Jacob left it to them to consider what 
was fit to be done in a matter which required great delibera- 
tion, and then to report their opinion to him, who had the 
greatest interest in her, and right to dispose of her. 

Ver. 14. We cannot do this thing.] It is against our re- 
ligion. Which was partly true; for though Jacob himself 
had married one whose father was uncircumcised (as Isaac 
had done before him), yet by degrees this opinion prevailed 
among them, till it was established by the law of Moses. 

For that were a reproach to vs.] They plead honour as 
well as conscience. 

Ver. 15. In this will we consent unto you.] Upon these 
terms we will agree to the match. 

Ver. 17. We will take our daughter and be gone.] By this 
it appears they treated in their father's name, as was noted 
before, ver. 13. 

Ver. 18. And their words pleased Hamor, &c] It may 
seem strange they should so easily consent to be circum- 
cised, till we consider how passionately Shechcm loved 
Dinah, and the great affection Hamor had to Shechem : 
who was his beloved son, (ver. 19.) Besides, this was but a 
poor prince, and his city little and mean : which he thought 
to enrich and strengthen by Jacob's family (who were very 
wealthy) being incorporated with them; (ver. 23.) 

Ver. 19. He was more honourable.] In greater esteem 
with his father, and all the family, than any other belonging 
to it 

Ver. 20. Came unto the gate of their city.] Where all 
public affairs were transacted. 

And communed with the men of the city.] Such great 
matters could not be concluded without the public consent. 
(See xxiii. 18. xxix. 22.) 

Ver, 21. These men are peaceable.] They use many argu- 
ments to persuade the people to consent : and the first is, 



that the Israelites had hitherto lived inoffensively among 
them. 

Let them dwell in the land, and trade therein.] By a pub- 
lic decree, or law. 

For the land is large enough.] This is the second argu- 
ment, there was land enough in their country uncultivated, 
which these men would improve. 

Ver. 23. Shall not their cattle, &c] This is the greatest 
argument of all ; taken from the profit they should have by 
them; the gain of no less than all they had. Which is not 
to be understood as if they intended to overpower them, 
and seize upon all their stock ; but that, by intermarriages, 
their estates would be inherited by them, as much as by the 
Israelites. 

Ver. 24. All that v)ent out of the gate of his city.] i. e. All 
the citizens (xxiii. IS.) who were met together in the com- 
mon-hall (or place of public assemblies), and w T ere soon 
persuaded to yield to the reasons which had persuaded 
their rulers.. 

Ver. 25. On the third day, when they were sore.] And 
began to be a little feverish. For the greatest pain and an- 
guish, the Jews observe, was upon the third day after cir- 
cumcision, which very much indisposed them. (See Pirke 
Eliez. cap. 29. and Vorstius's Annotations, p. 195.) And 
indeed Hippocrates observes the same of all wounds and 
ulcers; that they are then most inflamed, by a conflux of 
sharp humours to them. 

- Two of the sons of Jacob, &c] With their servants: for 
they two alone could not destroy a whole city, though but 
small. 

Slew all the males.] The women and children in those 
days were always spared in the most deadly wars : as when 
the Midianitcs were killed, Numb. xxxi. 7. 9. and the 
Edomites, 1 Kings, xi. 16. And so Moses commanded they 
should do even with the Canaanitcs, Deut. xx. 13, 14. See 
Bochart, par. i. Hierozoic. lib. ii. cap. 56. Selden de Jure 
N. and G. lib. vi. cap. 16. p. 745. and dc Synedr. lib. i. 
p. 81. 

Ver. 26. Tooi Dinah out of Shechem's house.] Where it 
seems sho remained, after the rape he had committed, in 
hope of a marriage. 

And went out.'] Carried her home. 

Ver. 27. And the sons of Jacob.] The rest of his sons 
(who were able to bear arms) came after the slaughter, and 
helped to plunder the city. Thus they were all involved in 
the guilt, which was very great and manifold ; as JBonfrc- 
rius, and, out of him, Menochius, have observed. 

Because they had defiled.] Their prince had defiled her : 
whose fact, it seems, they did not disapprove : and there- 
fore it is imputed to them all, as the cause of their slaugh-* 
ter. 

Ver. 28. They took their sheep, &c] It is a reasonable 
conjecture of Bonfrcrius, that Jacob caused all these to be 
restored to the wives and children of the slain: whom he 
set at liberty. 

And spoiled even all that tvas in the house.] Of Hamor 
and Shechem : which, perhaps, they kept to themselves, in 
compensation of the wrong he had done; and none of the 
iamily, perhaps, surviving to own them. 

Ver. 30. Ye have troubled me.] Disturbed my quiet, and 
made it unsafe for me to live in this country ; whero I hoped 
to have settled. 
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Made me to stink, &c] Made me odious to all the coun- 
try, as a murderer, a robber, and a breaker of my faith. 

Ver. 31. Should he deal with oar sister as with a har- 
lot?] As with a common whore, that prostituted herself to 
his lust? If she had done so, there had been no ground for 
their quarrel (according to the Hebrew doctors), because 
Sheehem had not then offended against the laws of the sons 
of Noah (as they speak), i. e. the right of nations : which 
was not violated by a man's lying with a single woman, by 
her free consent. But Dinah being forced and violently 
ravished (as they take the sense of ver.- 2. to be), they 
tell their father they might right themselves by making 
war upon them. For there was no other way to deal with 
princes, whom they could not implead in any court ; and 
therefore betook themselves to arms. (See Mr. Selden, 
lib. vii. de Jure N. et G. juxta Hebr. cap. 5.) 



CHAP. XXXV. 

Ver. 1. JjLND God said unto Jacob.] There were several 
ways, as Maimonides observes, whereby God communi- 
cated himself to the prophets. Unto whom he is said some- 
times, to speak by an angel in a dream, as he did to Jacob, 
xxxi. 11. Sometimes by an angel, without any mention 
how it was, whether in a dream or vision, or not : of which 
he takes this place to be an instance; and verse the 10th 
of this chapter, and xxii. 15. Thirdly, In other places 
there is no mention of an angel, but of God alone speak- 
ing; y et * n a vision, or dream, xv. 1. And, lastly, God is 
said to speak absolutely, neither in a dream, nor vision, 
nor by angel, xii. 1. xxxi. 3. (More Nevochim, par. ii. 
cap. 42.) In which classes I think he might have put this 
apparition to Jacob, as well as that last mentioned: for 
there is no difference between them but this, that in the 
former place (xxxi. 3.) it is said, The Lord said unto Jacob; 
and here, God said unto Jacob. 

Arise, go tip to Bethel, and dwell there.] By this advice 
God shewed he still took care of him; and delivered him 
from the fear he was in of tho Canaanites and Perizzites. 
Who, one would think, detested the fact of Sheehem ; or, 
else it may seem strange that they did not immediately cut 
off Jacob and his family, who had taken such a terrible 
revenge for it; but let them remove quietly to Bethel. But 
Moses gives us the true reason of this, ver. 5. 

Make there an altar.] Perform a vow which thou madest 
in that place, (xxviii. 20 — 22.) Some wonder Jacob made 
no more haste to this place, after his return to his own 
country (for now he had been about nine years in Canaan), 
and some of the Hebrew doctors fancy God punished him 
for deferring so long to go thither (where he promised to 
worship him, if he prospered his journey and brought him 
back again in safety), by suffering his daughter Dinah to 
be ravished. But it is more probable that he met with ob- 
structions, which made it not safe for him, as yet, to go 
thither; or, that he waited till God, who had conducted 
him hitherto, should direct him to take his journey to that 
place. For, it is very probable, he inquired of him about 
his removal. 

Ver. 2. Then Jacob said unto his household, &c] .Being 
to perform a solemn sacrifice to God, he calls upon his 
family to prepare themselves for it. 
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And to all that were with him.] Hired servants who lived 
with him. 

Put away the strange gods.] Rachel had her father's te- 
raphim, which now, it is to be supposed, she confessed. 
And he suspected there might be some among the men-ser- 
vants and maid-servants he brought with him out of Meso- 
potamia, (xxxii. 5.) where there was much superstition : 
and that in the sacking of Sheehem they might bring away 
some images with them (for the sake of the silver and gold) 
which theyjkept secretly among them. 

And be clean.] Wash your bodies, as Aben Ezra truly 
interprets it : for this was the ancient rite of cleansing. 
Wherein he seems to have followed Jonathan, who thus 
paraphrases it, Purify yourselves from the pollution of the 
slain, whom ye have touched ; referring it to the foregoing 
slaughter of the people of Sheehem. 

And change your garments.] Put on clean clothes. Which 
was but a reasonable injunction, being to appear before 
the Divine Majesty; in whose presence it was Tudeness to 
be seen in sordid raiment : especially in those wherein they 
had newly defiled themselves by a bloody slaughter. These 
two, I doubt not, were pious customs, which their godly 
ancestors had observed, from the beginning of offering so- 
lemn sacrifices. It being very unseemly to appeaT before 
a great man in dirty apparel, or with a sweaty body. And 
I do not see why we should not look upon these as an ex- 
ternal profession of the like purity in their minds and 
hearts. All nations retained these washings and white rai- 
ment, when they performed the solemn offices of religion : 
which were not derived from idolaters, but from the purest 
antiquity. 

Ver. 4. And they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods.] 
Which, it seems by this expression, were numerous. 

And the ear-rings that were in their ears.] In the ears of 
the idols; for there was no harm in the ear-rings they wore 
themselves. So some interpret it; not considering that, 
besides the- ear-rings which were ornaments, there were 
others worn in the nature of amulets ; or for some other 
superstitious uses, having the effigies of some god or 
other; or some symbolical notes, in which they fancied 
there was some power to preserve them from several mis- 
chiefs. Maimonides, in his book of Idolatry, cap. 7. men- 
tions such idolatrical rings, as were utterly unlawful to be 
used ; and vessels marked with the image of the sun, the 
moon, or a dragon : which were symbols of divinity among 
the heathen; who made marks also in several parts of 
their bodies. 

And Jacob hid them.] Buried them in the earth; after he 
had first broken them in pieces (as some think), or melted 
them, as Moses and Hezekiahdid,Exod. xxxii. 20. 2 Kings 
xviii. 4. Which, if it be true, it is but a tale which is told 
of the Samaritans; that they digged up these idols and 
worshipped them. (See Hottinger, Smegma Orient, p. 359.) 

Under an oak which was by Sheehem.] It was so un- 
known under what oak this was, that there is no ground for 
their opinion, who think this was the same oak mentioned 
in Josh. xxiv. 2G. For he intended to abolish the me- 
mory of these idols ; and therefore hid them, where lie 
thought nobody would find them. 

It took up some time to do all this ; and yet the people of 
the land did not fall upon Jacob's family: the providence 
of God watching over him, as it follows in the next verse. 

Q2 
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Ver. 5. And they journeyed : and the terror of the Lord 
was upon the cities round about them, &c] Here is the 
true reason why the country did not, at least, fall upon the 
rear of Jacob's family, when they marched away; be- 
cause God made a panic fear to fall upon them. Who 
otherwise (one would guess by this) had an inclination to 
be revenged for the destruction of Shechem. For though 
they could not justify the fact of Shechem; yet they might 
think Jacob's sons too cruel in the punishment of it: for 
their own father was of that opinion. 

Ver. 6. So Jacob came to Luz.] Seo xxviii. 19. 

Ver. 7. Built there an altar, Sic] And offered sacrifices 
of thanksgiving to God, for performing his promise to him, 
beseeching him still to continue his care of him. 

Ver. 8. Deborah, Rebekah's nurse, died.] She went to at- 
tend Rebekah, when she was married to Isaac: which 
troubles the Jews to give an account how she came here, 
into Jacob's family. R. Solomon solves it thus: that Re- 
bekah having promised Jacob when he went away, to send 
for him, (xxvii. 45.) she performed this promise by De- 
borah : whom she sent to Padan-Aram to invite him homo 
and in her return she died here. But it is more reason- 
able to suppose that Jacob had been at his father's house, 
before this time ; and Rebekah being dead (whether be- 
fore or after is uncertain), Deborah was desirous to live 
with his wives, who were her countrywomen: and that 
her death is here mentioned (though we read nothing of 
Rebekah's) to give an account how this oak came by the 
name of Allon-Bacuth, in aftertimes. 

Under an oak.] There were many about Bethel, near to 
which there was a w r ood, or forest; out of which the bears 
came, who devoured the children that cursed Elisha, 
(2 Kings ii. 23.) And under an oak also the old prophet 
found the man of God sitting, as he went from Bethel, 
(1 Kings xiii. 14.) 

Ver. 9. And God appeared vnto Jacob again, &c.] The 
Schechinah, or Divine Majesty, who bade him go to Bethel, 
(ver. 1.) appeared to him when he came there, in a most 
glorious manner: as he had done when he lodged there in 
his journey to Padan-Aram, (xxviii. 13.) 

Ver. 10. Israel shall be thy name.] This is a far more 
honourable name than that of Jacob : and therefore by it 
thoushalt be commonly called. For the name of Jacob 
was given him from the supplanting of his brother, and get- 
ting the advantage* of him: but this of Israel from his 
prevalence over the angel of God. 

And he called his n&me Israel.] He solemnly confirmed 
that name, which was given him before by his angel, 
(xxxii. 28.) 

This seems to me to prove, that it was no more than 
an angel who wrestled with Jacob, and told him his 
name should be changed. For, if it had been God him- 
self, Jacob was as much satisfied then, as he could be 
now, that Israel should be his name. Bat I take it, God 
reserved the declaration of it from his own mouth, till 
this time : when he ratified what he had before spoken 
by his angel. 

•And thus I find (since I noted this) St. Jerome under- 
stood this passage ; whose words are these : " Dudum ne- 
quaquam ei nomen ab an^elo imponitur," &c. This name 
was not heretofore imposed on him by the angel; who only 
foretold that God would impose it on him; that therefore 



which ivas there promised should be, we are here taught was 
fulfilled. 

Ver. 11. I am God Almighty, &c] Here God renews 
his promise to him, as he had often done to Abraham. He. 
had first blessed him by Isaac, (xxviii. 3.) when he sent 
him from home. Then he himself blessed him, when he 
appeared to him, the first night of his journey (ver. 13. 
of that chapter); and now again, when he was come back 
to the very same place, where he blessed him before. 
And he speaks to him by the name of El-Shaddai, i. e. 
God all-sufficient: the very same whereby his father had 
blessed him, (xxviii. 3.) and whereby God blessed Abra- 
ham, (xvii. 1.) 

Ver. 13. And God went up from him.] It is evident by 
this, that a visible majesty, or glory, appeared to him at 
this time: from whence the foregoing words were spoken 
to him : which being done, it went up towards heaven. In 
the Hebrew the words are, went up from upon him, or 
over him; and the very same is said of Abraham, (xvii. 
22.) as if the Schechinah appeared over his head in great 
lustre ; whilst he perhaps lay prostrate upon the ground. 

Ver. 14. Set up a pillar in that place.] To be a monu- 
ment of the Divine Goodness; who there appeared to him; 
and made him such gracious promises, as those beforemen- 
tioned, (ver. 11, 12.) And to serve for an altar whereon 
to offer sacrifice. For so the word matzebath signifies, 
(Hosea iii. 4.) And therefore Isaiah seems to make an 
altar and a pillar the same thing, (xix. 19.) 

Poured a drink-offering thereon.] To consecrate it unto 
the solemn service of God. For which end he poured 
oil upon it, as he had done upon the stone, (xxviii. 18.) 
which, in all likelihood, was a principal part of this pillar. 
And having done all this, we are to suppose he not only 
offered sacrifice, but paid the tenth of all that God had 
given him, according to his vow, (xxviii. ult.) 

Ver. 15. Called the name of the place.] Or, rather, of 
that place; that famous place, which God hath made so 
remarkable by his goodness to him. For the Hebrews, 
not without reason, make the he before makom to add an 
emphasis to that word. 

Bethel.] i. e. The house of God. So he said he would 
make this place, (xxviii. 22.) and now he is as good as his 
word, by renewing the name he had given it thirty years 
before, when he first went into Mesopotamia. 

Ver. 16. And there tvas but a little way to come to Eph- 
rath.] When they were come within a little of Ephrath. 
The Hebrew word for a little is chibrath : whose precise 
signification is uncertain. Benjamin Tudelensis saith, this 
place was within half a mile and a little more of Ephrath. 
(See his Itinerar. p. 47. and Const. 1/ Empereur on the 
place, p. 176.) 

Ver. 17. Fear not: thou shalt leave this son also.] The 
midwife seems to comfort Rachel with her own prediction, 
(xxx. 24.) 

Ver. 18. She called his ?iame Ben-oni.] Rachel seems 
to give her former hopes of a second son for lost; at least, 
she expected no comfort from him, being ready to expire. 
And therefore she called him a son of sorrow: his birth 
being her death. 

But his father called him Benjamin.] To comfort Rachel 
in her sorrow, and to avert the sinister omen, Jacob imme- 
diately changed his name into Benjamin; signifying the 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. XXXV.] 



UPON GENESIS. 



117 



son of his right hand, or of his strength, as it is commonly 
interpreted. Though others will have it, the son of years, 
i. e. of his old age: or, putting both together, the support 
and stay of his old age. 

Names are oft-times strangely adapted to things ; and 
the presages of parents have anciently been observed to be 
fulfilled. 

" Heu nunquam vana parentum 



Auguria " 

Which is in no instance more verified than in this child 
of Jacob's, who did not bear either of these names for 
nought. There being two very different fates of his poste- 
rity, (as Dr. Jackson observes in a discourse of his upon 
St. Matt. ii. 17, 18.) answerable to the contrary import- 
ance of the names given him by his father and his mother. 
No tribe in Israel more valorous, yet none so subject to 
sorrowful disasters as this tribe of Benjamin. It was al- 
most extirpated in the time of the Judges, (xx. 25, &c.) 
and yet before the conclusion of that age, Benjamin be- 
came the head of his brethren : the first king of Israel 
being chosen out of that late desolate tribe : and though 
that king proved at last but a Ben-oni; yet this tribe stuck 
close to Judah, when all the rest revolted to his brother 
Joseph. 

Ver. 20. Jacob set a pillar upon her grave.] After that 
law was made (Deut. xvi. 22.) against erecting pillars, the 
Jews did not think all pillars unlawful ; but only those 
for superstitious uses : not those which were in memory of 
something; as Maimonides's words are, lib. de Idolol. 
cap. 6. 

Ver. 21. And, Israel journeyed.] This is the first time 
that Moses calls him Israel after this name was given 
him by God, which he repeats twice in the next verse; 
and then calls him Jacob again, in the latter end of it. It 
is in vain to search for a reason. Some of the Jews will 
have it, that he calls him Israel, because he bare the death 
ofhis beloved wife with admirable patience and submission 
to God's mil. But they cannot give so good a reason, why 
he immediately alters his style, and calls him Jacob again. 
(Sec ver. 22.) 

Beyond the tower of Edar.] i. e. The tower of the flock, 
as some translate it; who think there was such a tower 
near Jerusalem, because of those words of Micah, (iv. 8.) 
" O tower of the flock, the strong hold of the daughter of 
Zion." Which, if it be true, it doth not prove there was 
no tower in Jacob's days called by that name ; but rather 
that in future ages this tower was renewed, in the same or 
a neighbouring place ; and called by the ancient name 
which it had in the days of Jacob. 

Ver. 22. Went and lay with Bilhah, his father's concu- 
bine.'] She is called his wife, xxx. 4. and, according to 
the laws of those times, was truly so ; as I have often ob- 
served all those called concubines were : though not the 
principal wives, but of a lower rank. (See Mr. Selden, de 
Jure N. and G. lib. v. cap. 7. p. 570, 571, &c.) 

And Israel heard it.] And highly resented it, as we find 
xlix. 4. But in this short history Moses passes over 
Israel's censure of his incest till he came to die: which 
shews sufficiently how he was affected when the fact was 
committed. Or perhaps these words, Israel heard it, may 
signify, that though Reuben thought to have committed this 



sin so secretly, as to have concealed it from his father, 
yet he came to the knowledge of it ; and gave him such 
private rebukes, as were fitting; but proceeded not to pub- 
lic punishment, to avoid scandal. 

Now. the sons of Jacob were twelve.] Their number be- 
ing now completed by the birth of Benjamin, after whom 
he had no more children, Moses thought good' here to 
enumerate them. And they being all born (save Benjamin 
alone) before he had the name of Israel, it may be the rea- 
son, perhaps, why he calls him Jacob. 

Ver. 26. Which were born to him in Padan-Aram.] All 
except Benjamin, who (as was said just before, ver. 18.) 
was born in Canaan. 

Ver, 27. Jacob came to Isaac his father, &c.j To dwell 
with him, and to be the comfort of his old age. For, it is 
not to be doubted, he had been with him before, since he 
came from Mesopotamia: but now came to stay with him, 
till death parted them. . 

Unto the city of Arba, &c] Called Kirjath-Arba, (xxiii. 
2.) from a great man (Josh. xiv. 15.) among the Anakims, 
whose name was Arba, and either was born, or dwelt, or 
ruled here. It was afterwards called Hebron, where Abra- 
ham dwelt a long time, (xiii. 18.) and where he bought a 
burying-place for his family, (xxiii. 19.) 

Ver. 28. The days of Isaac were a hundred [and four- 
score years.] He lived five years longer .than his father 
Abraham, (xxv. 7.) 

Ver. 29. Hi? sons Esau and Jacob buried.] As Isaac 
and Ishmael had done Abraham, (xxv. 9.) and no doubt 
in the same place: he sojourning there (as we said before) 
as his father had done before him. By this it appears, the 
friendship between Esau and Jacob continued, after the 
interview they had at Jacob's return into this country. 

CHAP. XXXVI. 

Ver. 1. JL HESE are the generations of Esau.] Which 
are here set down to shew how effectual his father's bless- 
ing was, (xxvii. 29.) and, as Maimonides thinks, (par. iii. 
cap. 00. More Nevoch.) to prevent the destruction of any 
of the family of Esau, but only those of Amalck : who de- 
scended from the first-born of Esau by a concubine, the 
sister of Lotan, a Horite, one of the ancient inhabitants 
of Seir, (ver. 12 and 22.) His descendants were to be 
destroyed, by an express precept, for a particular offence ; 
(Exod. xvii.) but the Divine justice took care of the rest, 
by distinguishing them thus exactly from him; that they 
might not perish under the name of Amalckites. 

Ver. 2. Esau took his wives, &c] The names of these 
wives are not the same with those he is said to have mar- 
ried, xxvi. 34. Therefore it is probable his former wives 
died without issue : and so he took another daughter of 
Elon (when Judith was dead) called Adah : and the daugh- 
ter of a man called Anah ; by whom he had such children 
as here follow. 

TJie daughter ofZibeonJ] The word daughter here signi- 
fies neice; or, she is called Zibcon's daughter, because 
he bred' her: as the children of Michal are mentioned, 
(2 Sam. xxi. 8.) though she had none at all; but only 
educated the children of her sister, as Zibcon, perhaps,, 
did his brother Anah's daughter, (ver. 20.) 
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Ver. 3. Bashemath, IshmaeVs daughter.] She is called 
by another name, xxviii.i). But it is likely Esau changed 
her name from Mahalah, which signifies sickly and infirm, 
into this of Beshmath, which signifies aromatic and fra- 
grant: either becauso the name better pleased him, or 
bethought would better please his father: or, she grew 
more healthy after marriage : or perhaps she had two names 
given her at first 

Ver. 6. Went into the country from the face of his bro- 
ther Jacob.] Into another country out of the land of 
Canaan: into which he lately camo to bury his father, as 
we read in the latter end of the last chapter. Which being 
done, he and Jacob, no doubt, agreed about the division 
of Isaac's estate, out of which a large share came to Esau : 
who had something also of his own there before, (all his 
sons beforementioned being born to him in Canaan, ver. 
5.) besides what he had in Seir. 

His brother Jacob.] He knew of no other name his bro- 
ther had; that of Israel, it is likely, being not yet pub- 
lished and commonly used. 

Ver. 7. For their riches were more than that they might 
dwell together.] There was not room enough in the land of 
Canaan (where they were but sojourners, and could have 
no more than the present possessors would let to them) for 
such a vast stock as they had between them: and therefore 
were constrained to separate, as Abraham, for the same 
reason, had done from Lot, (xiii. 6, &c.) And Esau having 
begun before to settle in Seir, did not think fit to bring 
what he had there hither: but carried what his father left 
him thither. Where he had enlarged his dominion, since 
Jacob's return to Canaan. 

Ver. 8. Thus dwelt Esau in Mount Seir.] It is a question 
how he could be said to have gone to dw r ell in Seir, upon 
this occasion ; seeing we find him there before, when Jacob 
came out of Mesopotamia, (xxxii. 3.) But the answer is 
easy, that then he had only some part of the. country, and 
not the best of it neither ; and therefore, perhaps, had some 
ofhis estate still in Canaan, while the rest of it was in 
Seir. And it seems remarkable to me, that he is not said 
till now to dwell in Mount Seir, but only in the land of 
Seir, or barely in Seir, to which he invited Jacob at his re- 
turn, (xxxii. 3. xxxiii. 14. 1G.) This mountainous country, 
which was richer than the other, he got into his possession 
after that time. 

Esau is Edom.] The father of the Edomites, as it fol- 
lows, ver. 9. 

Ver. 12. She bare to Eliphaz, Amalek.] This was neces- 
sary to be set down (as I observed on ver. 1.) that there 
might be a distinction between the Amalekites, who were 
to be destroyed, and the rest of the posterity of Esau : con- 
cerning whom it is said, " Thou shalt not abhor an Edom- 
itc, because he is thy brother/' (Deut. xxiii. 7.) Thus Jo- 
seph Albo. For though they made a distinct people from 
the Edomites, and lived in a neighbouring country; yet 
they possessed that part of Mount Seir which was near 
Kadesh-Barnca, as may bo gathered from Numb. xiii. 29. 
and xiv. 43. 

Ver. 15. These were dukes.] The word allouphe, if we 
may believe R. Solomon Jarchi, signifies heads, chiefs, or 
riders of families, who may be called princes; though 
their government was not yet regal, but a kind of aristocra- 
cy in the beginning. 



Ver. 1G. Duke Corah.] He is not reckoned among the 
sons of Eliphaz, (ver. 11.) but celled the son of Aholibamah, 
(ver. 14.) and accordingly said to rule over a family de- 
scended from hers, (ver. 18.) We must suppose, therefore, 
there wxre tw r o Korahs; one the son of Aholibamah, the 
other a nephew of Eliphaz, by some of his sons or grand- 
sons ; who came to be a great ruler, and to get the govern- 
ment of some of these families: and, according to the style 
of Scripture, is reckoned for Eliphaz's son. 

Ver. 20. These are the sons of Seir the Eorile.] From 
this Seir the country had its name: but from whom he de- 
scended is not recorded. 

Who inhabited tlie land.] Who were the ancient inhabit- 
ants of this country before Esau conquered it, and per- 
haps were the first that possessed it after the flood; whose 
genealogy, I suppose, is here mentioned, because Esau's 
posterity married with some of them: particularly his 
eldest son Eliphaz took Timna, sister of Lotan (one of 
Seir's sons), for his concubine, (ver. 22.) Tea, Esau him- 
self seems to have married one of this family, viz. Aholi- 
bamah, whose father and uncle are said to be Hivites, (ver. 
2.) but here plainly called Horites; being descended from 
Seir the Horite, though dwelling then among the Hivites. 

Ver. 21. These are the dukes of the Horites.] The heads 
of their families, who governed the country before Esau 
and his posterity dispossessed them; and settled them- 
selves in the same form of government which they found 
among these Horites. 

In the land of Edom.] So it was called in the days of 
Moses. 

Ver. 24. This is that Anah who found the mules in the 
wilderness.] Not by accident, but by his art and industry he 
invented (as w r e speak) this mixture, and produced this 
kind of creature. So it is commonly interpreted. But the 
word found, though used four hundred times in Scripture, 
never signifies (as Bochart hath observed, par. i. Hierozoic. 
lib. ii. cap. 21.) the invention of that which was not before; 
but the finding that which already is in being. Nor doth 
jemim signify asses in Scripture; and therefore others have 
read the Hebrew word as if it had been written jamim, (as 
St. Jerome observes), imagining that as Anah fed his father's 
asses, he found a great collection of waters, (see Vossius, 
lib.'iii. de Idolol. cap. 75.) which some fancy to have been 
hot waters, or baths, as the Vulgar Latin interprets it. But 
then we must read the Hebrew quite otherwise than Ave do 
now: and Bochart gives other reasons against this interpre- 
tation; and endeavours to establish another opinion : That 
by jemim we are to understand emim, a gigantic sort of 
people, mentioned in Scripture, and next neighbours to the 
Horites. These Anahis said to find,t.e. to meet withal and 
encounter; or, rather, to have fallen upon oii a sudden and 
unexpectedly; as this phrase he shews signifies inScripture. 
This opinion he hath confirmed with a great many reasons; 
to which another late learned writer (Wagenseil) thinks an 
answer may be given: though he inclines to it, if one thing 
were not in the way; which makes him think, here is rather 
meant some herb or plant, called lafitiv, which w r ord the 
LXX. retain, not knowing how to translate it. And thus 
Aben Ezra affirms many interpreters of the Scripture have 
understood it: which seems to be the most probable con- 
jecture of all others. (See Wagenseil in his Annot. upon 
that title of the Talmud called Sota, p. 217, 218, &c.) 
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As he fed the asses of Zibeon his father.'] The sons of 
princes were wont to follow this employment in ancient 
times, as Bochart shews out of many authors, particularly 
the scholiast upon Homer's Odyssees. To irakaibv koi ol rov 
BaaiX(o)v TraiStgeTToifxaivov. (Hierozoic.par.i.lib.ii. cap. 44.) 

Ver. 28. The children of Dishan are these: Uz, &c] 
From this man the whole country, or a great part of it, is 
called by the name of Uz, (Lament, iv. 21.) which was in 
Arabia Petraea, in the borders of the land of Canaan. 

Ver. 30. These are the dukes that came of Hori.] This 
Hori was the ancestor of Seir, by whom this country was 
first planted. 

Among their dukes.] Or according to their families, or 
principalities. * ' • 

Ver. 31. And these are the kings that reigned in the land 
of Edom.] It appears by this, that after several dukes (as we 
translate it) had ruled the country; the Edomites changed 
their government into a monarchy. And here follows 
a catalogue of their kings. For I can find no ground for 
the opinion of the Hebrew doctors, that allnph, a duke, 
differed in nothing from melech, a king ; but that the lat- 
ter was crowned, the former not crowned. 

Before there reigned any king over the children of Is- 
rael.] Moses having a little before this (xxxv. 11.) men- 
tioned the promise of God to Jacob, that "kings should 
come out of his loins;" observes, it is a thing remarkable, 
being a great exercise of their faith, that Esau's posterity 
should have so many kings: and there was as yet no king 
in Israel when he wrote this book, nor (as it is commonly 
interpreted) a long time after. This Moses might well write 
without a spirit of prophecy; nor is there any reason to 
say, this passage was inserted by somebody else after the 
death of Moses. We might rather affirm, if it were need- 
ful, that Moses's meaning is, " All these were kings in 
Edom, before his own time;" who was the first king in Is- 
rael, (Deut. xxxiii. 5.) For he truly exercised royal autho- 
rity over them, as Mr. Selden observes, lib. ii. de. Synedr. 
cap. 1, 2. 

Ver. 32. The name of his city was Dinhabah.] Of which 
he was governor, perhaps, before he was made king; and 
wherein he reigned. 

Ver. 33. Of Bozrah.] Which was afterward the princi- 
pal city of the whole country; as we read in the prophet 
Isaiah, xxxiv. 6. and Jeremiah xlix. 3. and Amos i. 12. 

It seems, by this list of their kings, that the kingdom at 
this time was elective; for the son did not succeed the fa- 
ther: which may have been the reason, perhaps, why it 
lasted but awhile, before their government was altered 
.again, (ver. 40.) Maimonides hath an opinion different 
from all others, that none of these kings were of the race 
of Esau, but strangers, who oppressed the Edomites; and 
are here set down by Moses to admonish the Israelites to 
observe that precept, (Deut. xvii. 15.) " Not to set a 
stranger to be king over them, who is not their brother," 
i. e. one of their own nation. - 

Ver. 35. Who smote Midian in the field of Moab.] The 
Midianites, perhaps, came to invade them; and Hadad 
marched out and met them in the frontiers of their country, 
which joined to that of Moab : where he got a great victory 
over them. 

Ver. 37. And Saul ofRehoboth by the river reigned, &c] 
If by the river we should understand Euphrates (as it 



usually signifies), near to which stood the city of Rehoboth, 
(Gen. x. 11.) it may seem strange, that one should be cho- 
sen from so remote a country, to be king of Edom: un- 
less we suppose him to have been born there, but to have 
lived in Edom ; and by his great achievements to have 
got into the throne. Otherwise we must take this for some 
other city, which stood by the most known river of this 
country. 

Ver. 38. Baal-hananJ] This name is the reverse (as I 
may call it) of Hani-ball. 

Ver. 39. His wife's name was Mehetabal, &c] None of 
their wives, much less their pedigree, are named besides 
this alone: which shews she was an eminent woman in 
those times and that country; either for wisdom or parent- 
age, or estate, or some other excellence. 

Ver. 40- And these are the names of the dukes ihat came 
of Esau.] They seem now to have returned to their first 
constitution; and kings were laid aside for some time. 
But in future ages we find they changed again, and then 
kings reigned successively, the son after the father, as 
they did in Israel. Some think, these were the great men, 
who ruled in Edom, in Moses's time. 

According to their families, &c] They were the heads of 
different families, and lived in different places; and, per- 
haps, reigned at the same time, in several parts. of the 
country : so the words seem to import. 

Ver. 43. In the land of their possession.] In -their own 
country; whilst the seed of Jacob sojourned in a strange 
country, and possessed no land of their own. 

He is Esau, &c] He ends as he began. This is the ac- 
count of Esau, the father of the people who are now called 
•Edomites. 



CHAP. XXXVII. 

Ver. 1. joLnD Jacob dwelt in the land, &c] Having given 
us an account of Esau's removal to Seir, (xxxvi. 6, 7.) and 
of the prosperity of his family there, he now goes on to 
tell us, that Jacob still continued in the country where his 
father had sojourned, in the land of Canaan. 

Ver. 2. These are the generations of Jacob.] These words 
are to be connected with the latter end of xxxv. 23, 24, &c. 
where he relates how many sons Jacob had; and then 
gives an account of the family of Esau, (in the 36th chap- 
ter) which being ended, he returns to finish the history 
of Jacob. 

And the lad xvas with the sons of Bilhah, &c] These 
words vehu naar, signify he was very young, in the simpli- 
city of his childish years ; and come in by way of a paren- 
thesis, in this manner. Joseph, being seventeen years old, 
was feeding the flock with his brethren, (and he was but 
a youth, inexperienced, and therefore called a child, ver. 
30.) with the sons of Bilhah, &c. Which last words are an 
explication of the former, shewing with which of his bre- 
thren he was. Not with the sons of Leah, but with the 
sons of Jacob's handmaids: particularly with Bilhab's, 
whom we may look upon as a mother to him now Rachel 
was dead, having waited upon her. And Zilpah's sons are 
also mentioned in the second place, as those, it is likely, 
who were thought to have less emulation to him than the 
sons of Leah. But we see by this, how much our greatest 
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prudence often fails : for Reuben and Judah, the children 
of Leah, had more kindness for Joseph than any of the 
rest. 

Tlieir evil report.] What evil lives they led. 

Ver. 3. Because he was the son of his old age.] Benjamin 
was more so than he; and the rest were born not many 
rears before him. But he is so called, because he had been 
married a good while to Rachel before ho had him: and 
ho was the greatest comfort of his old age; Benjamin not 
being yet grown up to give any proof of his future worth. 

He made him it coat of many colours.] It is commonly 
thought to signify a garment wrought with threads of divers 
colours ; or made up of pieces of silk or stuff, which had 
much variety in them ; or wrought, as some think, with 
figures of fruit, or other things: (see Salmasius upon Flav. 
Vopiscus, p. 396.) But Braunius (de Vcstib. Sacerd.Hebr. 
lib. i. cap. 17.) hath proved, I think, that the Hebrew word 
passim here signifies a long garment down to the heels or 
ancles, and with long sleeves down to the wrists; which 
had a border at the bottom, and a facing (as we speak) at 
the hands, of another colour, different from the garment. 
(See ver. 23.) 

Ver. 4. Could not speak peaceably to him.] In a kind and 
friendly manner; but churlishly, and with evident signs of 
hatred. Aben Ezra fancies they would not so much as sa- 
lute him, or wish him peace (as the phrase then was, 
Peace be to thee), or ask him how he did ; as our custom is. 

Ver. 5. Joseph dreamed a dream.] This was usual among 
the ancient patriarchs, and others also, as appears by 
Elihu: who shews that all dreams were not illusions of 
evil spirits, (Job xxxiii. 14, 15, &c) And long before his 
time Abimelech was warned by God in a dream, chapter 
xx. of this book, ver. 3. G, 7. Upon which consideration 
(as Dr. Jackson well observes) we should not mistrust the 
reports of several ancient historians, who tell us how 
princes and fathers of families have had forewarnings of 
future events; either concerning themselves, their king- 
doms, or posterity: (book i. upon the Creed, chap. 9.) 

He told his brethren.] This argues his great innocence 
and simplicity ; that he had not yet understanding enough, 
to consider how ill this dream might be expounded : or not 
prudence enough to conceal what might bo ill interpreted 
by them. 

They hated him yet more.] The first ground of their ha- 
tred was their father's great love to him; and then, his 
informing their father 'of their bad behaviour; which was 
still increased by the fine clothes his father bestowed on 
him; and now most of all by this dream, which they inter- 
preted to signify his superiority over them. 

Ver. 7. Your sheaves stood round about, and made obei- 
sance, &c.] Or, gathered round about mine: which was 
fulfilled when they came for corn into Egypt; of which 
these sheaves, some think, were an apt representation. 

Ver. 8. Shalt thou indeed reign over us?] It seems they 
could readily interpret the meaning of a dream, which 
shews how common they were in those days. 

For his dreams, and for his tvords.] This seems to import, 
that he had more dreams of like nature, and was wont to 
talk of them, whieh they thought favoured of arrogance. 
< Ver. 9. He dreamt yet another dream.] Which confirmed 
the former ; by repeating the same thing, under different 
figures. For as the former was taken from the earth, so 



this from heaven ; and is more comprehensive than the 
former; for it concerns his father, as well as his brethren. 

Behold the sun and the moon, &c] They seemed to 
descend to him, or he to be carried up to them; where they 
bowed, and lay at his feet. 

Ver. 10. His father rebuked him.] Gave him a check; 
that Joseph might not grow conceited of himself, and his 
brethren might not be provoked to hate him. 

What is this dream that thou hast dreamed?] What an 
idle dream is this! 

Shall I, and thy mother, and brethren, &c] Who can 
believo this 1 Thy mother is dead (which is sufficient to 
show the vanity of this dream), and thy father sure is not 
to truckle unto thee ; no, nor thy elder brethren. 

Ver. 11. His brethren envied him.] Though Jacob seemed 
to slight what he said, it incensed his brethren against 
him. 

But his father observed the saying.] He did not look 
upon it as a mere fancy; but thought there might be some- 
thing in it. And therefore, though he thought fit publicly 
to slight it, yet ho" took such notice of it privately, that he 
preserved it in mind, and laid it up in his heart; as the 
Scripture elsewhere speaks. And it really was fulfilled, 
when he went down into Egypt; and, no doubt, shewed 
that respect which was due to the viceroy of the coun- 
try;* and so did his mother Bilhah, and all his brethren. 

Ver. 12. His brethren went to feed their father's flock in 
Shechem.] As their flocks increased, so they enlarged their 
pasture; and they often removed to find fresh pasture. Be- 
sides, he had made a purchase in this place ; where they 
fed his flocks in his own ground. 

Ver. 13. Come, I will send thee unto them.] Make thy- 
self ready, that I may send thee to inquire of thy brethren's 
welfare. About which he was now the more solicitous, 
because they were gone to a place where they had, some 
years ago, given great provocation to the country by their 
barbarous cruelty. 

Ver. 15. A certain man found him.] Some take this to 
have been an angel, who took care of him, when he was 
at a loss which way to go. So Maimonides, par. ii. More 
Nevochim, cap. 42. where he makes this passage the 
very same with thatxvi. 7. " The angel of the Lord found 
her/' &c. 

Ver. 18. They conspired agaitist him.] the Hebrew w r ord 
signifies, they took subtle and crafty counsel against him to 
slay him. Laid their heads together (as Ave now speak) to 
kill him, so that the murder might be concealed from their 
father. ■ 

Ver. 19. Behold, this dreamer cometh.] In the Hebrew, 
This master of dreams, or a frequent dreamer ; one that 
hath dreams at command. 

Ver. 20. Cast him into some pit.] Which they w r ere wont 
to dig frequently in those countries, to hold rain-water for 
their cattle, w T hen they could not find a spring, or were near 
no river. 

Vcr.Q'l. He delivered him out of their hands,] Preserved 
him from being murdered by them, as they intended; 
which he did by the following counsel, which seemed to 
have something of humanity in it, and yet would effect 
what they resolved. 

Ver. 22. Cast him into this pit] That he might perish 
with hunger. . 
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And lay no hands upon him, &c] Let not us kill him. 
This he said that he might save his life, intending secretly 
to draw him out of the pit, and restore him safe to his 
father. By which piece of good service, Reuben, perhaps, 
hoped to reconcile his father to him, who was justly angry 
with him for defiling his bed, (xxxv. 22.) 

Ver. 23. His coat of many colours'] By this it seems he 
was distinguished from the rest of his brethren: being not 
yet grown up to such laborious employments as they fol- 
lowed abroad; and therefore indulged to wear a richer sort 
of garment with his father at home. For, according to the 
common notion, it was wrought, or embroidered, with 
flowers: which was accounted noble, as well as beautiful, 
in ancient times. As appears by Plato, who, commending 
the government then admired in Greece, compares it to 
such a garment that hath variety of colours in it, (lib. viii. 
de Republ. p. 557.) KivSvvtvu icaXAfcmj avrrj r(ov woXituuv 
aval &<nrzp Ifidrtov 7toikI\ov tramv avSem TrzTrouctXfitvov, ovtw 
teal clvtt} warn r/Sftn wzTrotKiXfilvr} KaWtarr} av fpuivoiro. 

Ver. 24. The pit was empty, there was no water in it.] 
This shews the use of such pits was to hold water, which 
at this time was dried up for want of rain. 

Ver. 25. A company of Ishmaelites] In the language of 
these times it is called a caravan : merchants not daring to 
travel alone, in small numbers, in those eastern countries, 
through the deserts, for fear of robbers, or of wild beasts. 

From Mount Gilead.] They came from parts beyond 
that, but passed that way to traffic there. 

With their camels.] Which were, and still are, the most 
proper beasts for carriage in those countries : being able 
to travel a great way in the deserts without drink. And 
the Midianites (who are here the same with the Ishmaelites, 
ver. 28.) had as great a breed of them as any other country: 
as Bochart observes, (par. i. Hierozoic. lib. ii. cap. 3.) 

Bearing spicery.] The word nechoth, which we, and a 
great many others, translate spicery in general, seems to 
signify some particular sort of spicery, as the following 
words do. A great many conjectures there are, what sort; 
and Bochart most probably concludes it to be storax. (See 
the forenamed book, par. ii. lib. iv. cap. 12.) 

Balm.] So Kimchi, whom the modern interpreters gene- 
rally follow, expounds the Hebrew word izeri, which the 
ancients interpret resin; and Bochart justifies them by 
such reasons as these: that there was no balm in Gilead 
in these days; but it was brought thither out of Arabia 
Felix in the reign of King Solomon: and then it grew on 
this side Jordan, about Engaddi and Jericho; not beyond 
Jordan in the land of Gilead. (lb. par. lib. ii. cap. 51.) 

Ver. 2G. What profit is it if we slay our brother, Sec] 
We shall get nothing by letting him die in the pit: had we 
not better make money of him? 

And conceal his blood?] Though we should be able to 
conceal his murder, which is not easy to do. 

Ver. 27. For he is our brother, and our flesh.] Natural 
affection persuaded to this, rather than to the other. 

And his brethren were content.] As many of them as were 
then present; for Reuben was not among them at this con- 
sultation. 

Ver. 28. Then passed by Midianites.] They are called 
Ishmaelites just before, (ver. 25.) and so they arc imme- 
diately in this very verse [Sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites] ; 
for they were very near neighbours, and joined together in 



VOL. I. 



trade, making now one caravan, with a joint stock, as this 
story intimates. Read Judg. viii. 1. 3. 22, 23, 24. 26, and 
it will appear the Scripture speaks of them as one and the 
same people, in aftertimes. 

For twenty pieces of silver.] Most understand so many 
shekels, which was a very small price ; but therefore de- 
manded, and no more, that the bargain might be' clapped 
up the sooner. 

Ver. 29. Reuben returned to the pit.] He, pretending 
some business, had withdrawn himself from the company, 
with an intention, when his brethren were gone from the 
pit, to come privately and take Joseph out, and carry him 
to his father. Upon that design he now came thither. 

Rent his clothes.] As they used to do, when they mourned 
for the dead ; whereby he expressed his real grief for bis 
brother. 

Ver. 30. The child is not.] He is dead, as this phrase 
commonly signifies. 

Whither shall I go?] I know not whither to flee, to bide 
myself from my father's anger: who might justly expect 
the eldest son should take the greatest care of him. 

Ver. 31. And they took Joseph's coat, &c] His brethren 
it seems persuaded Reuben also to join with them, in con- 
cealing the sale of Joseph; and making their old father 
believe he was devoured by some wild beast. 

Ver. 32. They sent the coat, &c] They first sent it by a 
messenger; and immediately followed themselves, with 
the tale which is here related. 

Ver. 33. An evil beast.] Some wild beast, of which there 
were great stores in those countries (such as lions and 
bears), for he could not suspect his brethren would kill 
him. 

Ver. 34. Rent his clothes, and put sackcloth on his loins.] 
This was the highest degree of mourning in those days. 
We read often of putting on sackcloth in future ages, upon 
such sad occasions ; but this is the first time we meet with 
it, which shews the great antiquity of such customs. 

Mounted for his son many days.] Beyond the ordinary 
time of mourning. Many years (as the word, (fays some- 
times signifies), perhaps, till he heard he was alive. So 
the following verse seems to denote; that he resolved not 
to cease mourning for him as long as he lived. 

Ver. 35. All his sons and daughters.] He had but one 
daughter: therefore the meaning is, his sons' wives, or 
their daughters. 

I will go down into the grave, &c] If sheol here be ex- 
pounded grave, then the next words must be thus trans- 
lated, mourning for my son; as R. Solomon interprets 
them. For Joseph was not buried in a grave ; and there- 
fore he could not think of going down to him thither. And 
thus Christophorus -A Castro, upon the Second of Baruch, 
acknowledges sheol signifies in this place, and interprets it 
in this manner : " Lugere non desinam, donee me sepul- 
turae demandetis ;" I will not cease to mourn, till you lay me 
in my grave. But if we follow our translation, which is 
most common, I will go down to my son, then sheol must 
signify the. state or place of the dead; as it often doth; 
and particularly Isaiah xiv. (where the King of Babylon is 
expressly denied the honour of a grave, ver. 19, 20.) sheol 
is said to be moved for him, and to meet him, and to stir up 
the dead for Mm, (ver. 9.) 

Thus his father tvept for him.] Continued his mourning; 
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not only by wearing sackcloth, but in such passionate ex- 
pressions as these. 

Ver. 3(>. And the Midiauites] In the Hebrew the word 
is Medanim (a distinct name from those ver. 33.) who were 
a people derived from Medan, one of the sons of Keturah, 
and brother to Midian, (xxv. 2.) They and the Midiauites 
lived near together in Arabia not far from the Ishmaelites: 
who all joined together in this caravan, and made one so- 
ciety of merchants; consisting of Medanites, Midianites, 
and Ishmaelites. 

An officer.'} The Hebrew word saris, oftentimes signifies 
an eunuch, by whom the eastern queens were attended. 
But 'it likewise signifies all the great courtiers (as the 
Chaldce here translates it), such as the bed-chamber-men, 
the lord chamberlain (as we now speak), and such-like 
officers of state: and therefore is rightly translated here, 
for Potiphar had a wife. The truth is, this was the prime 
signification of the word : till, in aftertimes, the deprava- 
tion of manners, and the jealousy of the eastern kings, 
made them set none but slaves, who were castrated, to 
attend their queens ; by whom they were preferred to great 
offices, and so came to enjoy tins name. 

Pharaoh .] This was a common name to all the kings of 
Egypt. 4 (Seexii. 15.) 

Captain of the guard.} The LXX. translate it, ?naster 
cook: and so Epiphanius calls his wife. T?)v rov 'Apx7* a - 
yttgov, (Hasres. xxxvi. n. 17.) Our margin hath it, chief 
of the slaughter-men, or executioners. But the word te- 
bachim may better be translated soldiers, than butchers or 
executioners : and here, some think, may denote him whom 
we ca,ll the provost-marshal: others will have it the master 
of the horse. But I see no more proper translation than 
ours, captain of the guard: or, rather, chief commander 
of the king's guard ; such an one as Nebuzaradan was ; 
(2 Kings xxv. 20.) for schar is more than one whorn we now 
call a captain. (See xl. 3.) This phrase schar-hatabachim 
is explained by Hottinger out of the Ethiopic tongue. (See 
Smegma Orient, p. 85.) 



CHAP. XXXVIII. 

Ver. 1. jcLt that time.} It is uncertain whether he mean 
at the time Joseph was sold (which is just before men- 
tioned), or at the time Jacob returned from Mesopotamia 
to live in Canaan, (xxxiii. 18.) or when he went to settle 
with his father at Mamre, (xxxv. 27.) But, take it any of 
these ways, there was time enough for all the events fol- 
lowing, before they went into Egypt ; supposing Judah's 
children to have married very young: as may be seen in 
most interpreters. 

Judah went down from his brethren.} Either upon some 
business, or in some discontent. 

AdullatniteJ] A citizen of Adullam; which was a fa- 
mous town, or city, that fell afterwards to the tribe of 
Judah, whose king was slain by Joshua, (xii. 19.) and 
where there was a famous cave, in which David hid him- 
self, (1 Sam. xxii. 1.) 

Ver. 2. Judah saw there.} So as to fall in love with her. 
For, according to the old saying, 'Ek rov 6p(tv to lp$v. 

A daughter of a certain Canaanite.} It was not so bad 
for a man circumcised to marry the daughter of one uncir- 



cumcised, as it was to give their daughters in marriage to 
an uncircumcised husband, (xxxiv. 14.) For an uncir- 
cumcised man was accounted unclean, though he had re- 
nounced idolatry: but a woman born of uncircumcised 
parents was not so accounted, if she embraced the worship 
of the true God. Whence Salmon, a great man in the 
tribe of Judah, married Rahab who *was a Canaanite. 
Such an one we must suppose this woman, whom Judah 
married, to have been; or else he had offended his father, 
as much as Esau did Isaac l>y marrying the daughters of 
Heth. 

JFIiose name was Shuah.} Her father's name was Shuah, 
(ver. 12.) 

He took her.} To be his wife, (ver. 12.) 

Ver. 5. And he was at Chezib when she bare him.} Some 
think this town the same with Achzib, belonging to Judah, 
(Josh. xv. 44.) But why Moses mentions his absence 
when this child was born, and w T hy he sets down the place 
where he then was, we cannot give an account; though 
there was, no doubt, some special reason for it. Perhaps 
it is to shew, why she gave the name to this and to her 
former son, (whereas he himself named the first, ver. 3.) 
because he was not at home when they were born. 

Ver. 6. Whose name was Tamar.} She seems also to 
have been a woman of Canaan; but not an' idolater. 

Ver. 7. Was wicked in the sight of the Lord.} i.e. Ex- 
ceeding impious; and that notoriously. (See Gen. x. 9.) 
What particular sins he was guilty of is but conjectured. 
Some fancy they were of the same nature with' his next 
brother's: (see Bonfrere, or Menochius out of him.)} 

And the Lord slew him.} Cut him off suddenly, by some 
unusual stroke. 

Ver. 8. Go in unto thy brother's wife, &c] This (say 
the Hebrew doctors) was an ancieht custom, in force 
before the law of Moses, which only enacted what had 
been formerly practised, (Maimon. par. iii. cap. 49. Morq 
Nevoch.) that when a man died without issue, his next 
brother should marry his wife, (Deut. xxv. 5.) Which 
custom afterwards extended to the next cousin, if no 
brother remained. 

And raise up seed unto thy brother.} Preserve thy 
brother's name and family; by begetting a child, which 
may be accounted his, and inherit his estate- For so tho 
law was; that the first-born of such a match was not to 
be looked upon as the child of him that begat him ; but 
as his brother's, who was the mother's first husband. All 
the following children were to be his own. 

Ver. 9. Onan knew that the seed should not be his.'] i. e. 
The first-born should be reputed his brother's child. 

Lest he should give seed to his brother.] Or, lest a child 
shoidd be born in the name of his brother, as the Vulgar 
Latin interprets it very exactly, according to the opinion of 
the Hebrews: as Mr. Selden observes, (lib. vii. de Jure N. 
et G. cap. 3.) 

Ver.* 10. The thing which he did displeased the Lord.] 
This made his sin the more heinous, that he acted against 
the Divine promise made to Abram, concerning the multi- 
plying of his seed : especially against the belief of the pro- 
mise of the Messiah; that seed for which all good men 
longed. 

Ver. 11. Remain a widow in thy father's house, &c] It 
seems the contract of marriage at first was so understood 
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in those days, that if the husband died without issue, the 
woman must marry his next brother; and as long as any 
of his brethren remained, they were bound to marry his 
wife, and preserve their brother's memory : or else solemnly 
renounce her, to their great infamy and disgrace. This was 
so well known, that there is nothing in the law that enjoins 
any new solemn contract in such a case : because the first 
husband being dead, she and the next brother were man 
and wife, without any further agreement, by virtue of the 
original law: until he renounced her. Yet, by the constitu- 
tions afterwards made by their elders, it was ordained, that 
he should espouse and endow her solemnly before wit- 
nesses: as Mr. Selden shews in his Uxor Hebr. lib. i. 
cap. 12. andiib. ii. cap. 2. and 10. 

But Judah thought Selah w\is too young to perform this 
contract, and therefore desired her to stay till he was grown 
up, and to abide in her own father's house rather thar^in 
his; that Selah might not think of marriage, too soon. 

For he said, Lest peradventiire he die also.] This some 
make an argument that he never intended to give, her his 
son. But it is more agreeable to ver. 24. and 26. to think 
that, according to the custom of those days, he could not 
refuse it. And therefore he thought it was their youthful 
folly which made his two other sons perish : which made 
him resolve to keep (his till he had more discretion, and 
was better instructed in his duty. Or, if we imagine their 
sin was known to none but Tamar, the meaning may be, 
that he thought their marrying too young was the cause 
of their death. And therefore he determined to keep this 
only remaining son, till he was of a riper age. 

Ver. 12. In process of time.'] In the Hebrew the words 
are, the days were multiplied, i. e. after some years. 

To Timnath.] A town not far from Adullam, it is pro- 
bable, for it was also within the lot of the tribe of Judah, 
(Josh. xv. 57.) 

He went up to TimnathJ] Some have made a difficulty 
about this phrase : for Samson is said to have gone down 
to Timnath, (Judg. xiv. 5.) But they should have con- 
sidered (as Bocbart observes, par. i. Hierozoic. lib. iii. 
cap. 4.) that these were two different places, one called 
Timnah, the other Timnathah ; this in the tribe of Judah, 
the other in the Iribe of Dan. To this they went up, be- 
cause it was in a mountainous country ; to that they went 
down, because it was in a valley. 

To his sheep-shearers.'] It was the custom at such times 
to make a feast (as we do now), and to invite their kindred 
and friends to it (as he doth his friend Hirah), which ap- 
pears sufficiently from the story of Absalom, (2 Sam. xiii. 
23.) For in those countries, where they had vast flocks, 
sheep-shearing was a kind of harvest, which made that 
time to be observed with such joy, as there used to be 
in harvest: whence David's servants said to Nabal, that 
they were come to him on a good day; for he was shear- 
ing sheep, (1 Sam. xxv. 8.) Accordingly Judah, having 
finished the time of mourning for his wife, went to recreate 
himself, with his friends, at this festival season. 

Ver. 14. She put off her widow's garments.] In which, it 
seems, such persons continued, till they were married to 
the next brother. But she, at this time, laid them aside, 
that he might not have the least suspicion she was the 
person whom he courted. 

Covered her with a veil.] As all women did, in the 



eastern countries, when they went abroad : and there are 
examples of it also in the western parts of the world; as 
Mr., Selden at large shews, in his Uxor Hebraica, lib. iii. 
cap. 17, where he produces several passages out of the 
Alcoran requiring this. 

Wrapped herself.] Muffled her face with it, as we speak, 
that she might not be known. 

And sat in an open place.] Where two ways met, as the 
Hebrew words seem to import: unless we take it for a 
proper name, as it is in the margin of our Bibles. Either 
way it signifies in a public place, where every body might 
see her. It is commonly noted, that there was so much 
modesty left in those ancient days, that harlots both went 
veiled, and also sat without the cities, (see Origen, lib. iv. 
contra Celsur/i, p. 206.) But, however the latter part of 
this observation be, the former part of it is not true. For, 
as Bochartus observes, (par. i. Hierozoic. lib. ii. cap. 4G.) 
" Proprium fuit meretricum non velari, scd revelari," it 
was proper to harlots not to be covered, but to go bare- 
faced: as appears from Isai. xlvii. 3. Nahum iii. 5, &c* 
All that can be answered to this is, that it might be other- 
wise in very ancient times. Which I do not take to be 
true: for all women, as I observed before, were covered ; 
and therefore harlots were distinguished only by their sitr 
ting in the highways, not by their veils. 

For she saw that Selah rvas grown, and she was not given, - 
&c] She resolved, if she could, to have a child by one of 
this family; and hoped, perhaps, that Selah might come 
along with his father, and have the same desires his father 
had : .and in those, days (as I noted before) there were no 
such solemnities required, as the Jews afterwards used 
(though the law did not enjoin it) to the making a marriage 
with, one's hrothe^s wife. Which was to be contracted, 
they say, before two witnesses, and by giving a piece of 
money, or a writing: but this was ordained only by their 
elders, not by the original law. ' (See ver. 11.). And there- 
fore she thought, if she could have caught Selah .by this 
device, it would have been held lawful : but this plot fail? 
ing her, she so far transgressed, as to admit Judah himself 
to lie with her. * 

Ver. 15. Because, she covered her face.] This is not the 
reason why he took her for a harlot; but why he did not 
know her to be his daughter-in-law, (as Mr. Selden observes 
in the place beforenamed, ver. 14.) because he could not 
See her face : and he thought her to be a harlot, because 
she sat in trivio, in the highway ; where she publicly ex- 
posed herself. . « . .' 

Ver. 16. Let me come in unto thee.] There was an ex- 
press law that there should be no kedeschah (or whore) 
among the daughters of Israel, i. e. none who should pros- 
titute her body without marriage, (Deut. xxiii. 18. Levit 
xix, 29.) :But before the giving of this law (saith Maimo- 
nides), if a man found a single woman in a public place, 
and they agreed on certain terms, to lie together without 
being married, they were not punished. (See Mr. Selden, 
lib. v. de Jure N. et G. cap. 4.) 

What wilt thou give me?'] That which made such facts 
not to be punished, was (saith the same Maimonides) be- 
cause of the contract which passed between them. This 
reward which he gave the harlot for the use of her body, 
being like the dowry a man gave his wife when he put her 
away: which being paid, it was thought he did her no 
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wrong : (Moro Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 49.) They that would 
now have their wicked practices warranted by such exam- 
ples, should consider, that every thing not punished by 
men was not allowed by God: and that we now live under 
another dispensation, which expressly forbids such un- 
cleanness ; and declares, that not only adulterers, but 
whoremongers, God will judge, i. c. punish, (Ilebr. xiii. 4. 
See ver. 23.) 

Vcr. 17. A kid from the jlockJ] Which was looked upon 
as a valuable present in those days; as I have observed 
before, (xxvii. Ik) 

Wilt thou give vie a pledge, &c] A pawn, as wc now 
speak, to bo returned when he sent what he promised. 

Vcr. 18. T7iy signet.] His ring, wherewith he scaled. 

Thy bracelets.] The Hebrews generally understand by 
this word his cloak, or some such garment : others, his 
girdle. 

And thy staff, &c] Which, it is likely, had something in 
it to distinguish it from other men's staffs. And she asks 
so many things, that by some or other of them (if not by 
all) it might be certainly known who was the father, if she 
proved with child. 

And he came in tinto her.] Not publicly; but in some 
bye-place, to which they retired. 

And she conceived by him.] Though he did not know her, 
yet she knew him; which aggravated her crime, and made 
it incest in her, though only fornication in him. Unto 
which, one would think, she was tempted, by her vehement 
desire to have a child by one of this family; unto which 
the promise of the Messiah belonged. For though "she 
seems to have been one of the seed of Canaan, (as I said 
before, ver. 6.) yet, embracing the religion of Jacob, she 
renounced the impiety of the Canaanites: and so is men- 
tioned in the genealogy of our Saviour, as well as Rahab 
and Ruth. 

Vcr. 19. Laid by her veil from her, &c] Retired into her 
father's house (for within doors they did not wear veils) 
where she clothed herself again like a widow. 

Ver. 21. Where is the harlot?] By this it is apparent 
that the word kedeschah signifies a common whore (as we 
speak), who publicly prostituted herself for hire ; as the 
Hebrew doctors observe upon this place, and upon DeuL 
xxiii. 17. But whence this name should be given to har- 
lots is a great doubt ; it coming from a root, which signifies 
that which is sacred. Which hath inclined some learned 
men to think, that the women-priests consecrated to the 
service of Baalphegor, or Priapus, were no better than 
whores : and the men-priests who served Ashteroth, men- 
tioned 2 Kings xxiii. 7. made all whores be called kedis- 
chim, which was the name for those devoted to such im- 
pure ministcries, (See Mr. Selden, de Diis Syris, Syntag. i. 
cap. 5. and Syntag. ii. cap. 2.) But such beastly idolatry, 
surely, was not so old as the days of Jacob: and it seems 
more reasonable to me to think, that the original word 
signifying separation, it was applied cither to those who 
were separated unto holiness, or unto uncleanncss, as har- 
lots were. 

And they said, there was no harlot in this place.] They 

knew of none that publicly professed to be a prostitute: 

nor had they seen any one sit publicly to invite customers. 

Vcr. 23. Let her take it to her.] Keep the pledge to 

herself. 



Lest tve be ashamed.] Though the fact he had committed 
was in those days lawful (saith Maimonides), that is, was 
not punished by the judges; yet men did not publicly 
boast of it, nor were willing to own it ; but were ashamed 
it should be known (which was a sign they were sensible 
there was a moral turpitude in it), and therefore endea- 
voured to hide and conceal it; even with the loss of those 
goods which were of greatest value. For the sense, 
saith he, of Judah's words, is this: " It is better to lose 
what she hath of ours, than, by inquisition after it, to di- 
vulge the business, and increase our shame:" (More Nc- 
vochim, par. iii. cap. 49.) Where he bids his reader ob- 
serve, this is the moral virtue which ought to be learnt 
from this history; together with justice and equity : which 
appears in his performing the agreement he made of send- 
ing a kid; of which he desires his friend to be a witness, 
that he might not lie under any suspicion of having offered 
violence to her. 

Ver. 24. Bring her forth.] Out of her father's house, 
into the place of judgment: where he would have her sen- 
tenced to the severest punishment. 

Let her be burnt.] Not presently (for that had been the 
highest injustice and cruelty, to burn the child in her belly), 
but after she was delivered; till which time he would have 
kept her in such safe custody, that this execution might be 
done upon her. Some think burning was the punishment 
for adultery in those days. Others think the punishment 
depended on the will of the supreme governor, whosoever 
he was: whom some also take to have been Judah him- 
self ; as chief in his own family: and that ho was so severe 
against her because she had disgraced his family, and he 
was glad to be rid of her, that he might not give his son 
Selah to. her. But there are those, who think by burnvig is 
meant no more but branding her in the forehead, to denote 
her to be a whore. (See Mr. Selden, lib. vii. de Jure N. ct 
G. cap. 5.) If Judah did mean burning her at a stake (as 
we now speak), it was a punishment not then commonly 
used, but inflicted (as his words are, lib. iii. Uxor. Hebr. 
cap. 12.) " ex more scu lege aliqua singulari:" by some 
singular custom or law. 

All this proceeds upon a supposition, that she really was 
Selah's wife, though not solemnly married (as the Jews pre- 
tend it was necessary, after the law was given), by virtue 
of the first contract with his eldest brother: which was 
the reason of her being kept at her father's house ; that no- 
body else might pretend to her, but she be reserved for 
him: otherwise there could have been no ground for pro- 
ceeding against her as an adulteress. 

Ver. 26. She hath been more righteous than L] These 
words do not signify that she had in this matter committed 
a less sin than he (for she had committed a greater), but 
that in another matter, which was the occasion of this, he 
had broken his word withlier, when she had, till uow, kept 
her faith with him; and lived a widow honestly in expec- 
tation of his son. Besides, she committed this fact out of 
desire. to have a child; he, to satisfy his lust. 

And he knew her no more.] Which some have translated 
quito the contrary, and he ceased not to know her, i. e. ho 
solemnly married her, and took her to be his wife: which 
was unlawful after the law of Moses was given, but as 
lawful before, as many other things which they practised. 
And two of- the Chaldee paraphrasts have feigned a bath- 
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coll to have come from heaven, to countenance the fact. 
(See Mr. Selden, lib. v. de Jure N. et G. cap. 9. and lib. 
vii. cap. 5.) But, it is not likely, he would take his son's 
wife to be his own. And likewise having known her, 
though by an error, most think Selah himself afterward 
had her not to wife: but she rather did penance (as we 
now speak) in widowhood all her days. For Selah, wc 
find, had children by another, (Numb. xxvi. 19.) 

Ver. 28. This came out first.'] Perceiving there were 
twins struggling in her womb, the midwife, to distinguish 
this from the other, as the first-born, hound this thread 
about his wrist. 

Ver. 29. How hast thou broke forth?] What is the cause 
of this? Or, what a violence is this? Speaking as one 
astonished at his eruption. For it was without example; 
and therefore the novelty of the thing made her break out 
into this exclamation. Though, if it be true which a learned 
anatomist affirms, that where twins are of the same sex, 
they are wrapped in the very same secuudines, as they call 
them (whereas those that are of a different, are separated 
by distinct inclosures), the other son being stronger and 
more vigorous, might force his way the more readily, when 
his brother was nearer to the birth. (Ferncllius, lib. vii. 
Physiolog. cap. 12.) 

This breach be upon thee.] Take thy name from this 
breach. Be thou ever called eruption, or breach; as Bo- 
chart interprets it. (Hierozoic. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 30.) 

Ver. 30. Called Zarah.] Which most think signifies as 
much as he ariseih (being used commonly of the sun's 
rising), because this child appeared first, by putting out his 
hand before the other. 



CHAR XXXIX. 

Ver. 1. &ND Joseph.] Having ended this story of Judah, 
he returns to that of Joseph, which he had begun before in 
the thirty- seventh chapter; repeating, where he left off, how 
he was sold to Potiphar. 

Brought down.] It is a descent from Judca to Egypt : 
which lies very low. 

Ver. 2. And the Lord was with Joseph.] To guide him 
in his deportment, and in the management of all affairs 
committed to him : so that, as it follows, " he was a pros- 
perous man." 

lie teas in the house of his master.] One of his domestic 
servants. 

Ver. 3. His master saw that the Lord was with him, 
&c] Found by observation and experience that he was an 
extraordinary person. It is not likely that Potiphar knew 
God by the name of Jehovah : but the meaning is, he ob- 
served the happy fruits of Joseph's service ; which Moses, 
not he, ascribes to the Lord's peculiar blessing. 

Ver. 4. And he served him.] Found such favour with his 
master, that he took him to wait upon his person. 

And he made him overseer over his house.] In time he ad- 
vanced him to a higher station, to be (as they now speak) 
his major-domo, to whom all the servants in the family 
were to be obedient. 

And put all he had into his hand.] Committed all his 
estate, both within doors and without (as appears- by the 
next verse), to his care and management. 



Ver. G. He left alt he had in Joseph* s hand.] Did not call 
him to a daily account, nor concerned himself about any 
business : but trusted entirely to his prudence and fidelity. 

And he knew not aught he had, save the bread which he 
did cat.] This is the highest expression of confidence ; sig- 
nifying, that he was utterly- careless about any thing that 
concerned his estate : not minding what his expense or re- 
ceipts were ; but, taking his ease, left all to Joseph's ho- 
nesty. In short, he thought of nothing, but only to enjoy 
what he had, without any care or trouble. 

And Joseph was a goodly person.] Being the son of a 
beautiful mother. 

Ver. 7. Cast her eyes upon Joseph.] Looked upon him 
amorously, or rather lasciviously: he being young as well 
as handsome. 

Ver. 9. How can I do this great wickedness? &c] Here 
are three he hajedias, as the Hebrews call them; pointing 
us to so many remarkable things. How shall I commit 
such a wickedness as adultery? such .a great wickedness? 
against so kind a master, who so entirely trusts in my in- 
tegrity? especially, since it cannot be committed without 
the highest offence to God. 

Ver. 10. Day by day.] Took all occasions to solicit 
him. * 

Or to be with her.] He avoided, as much as was possi- 
ble, to entertain any discourse with her,, shunning her com- 
pany, &c. 

Ver. 11. About this time.] The phrase in the Hebrew 
(where there are again two lies of the same kind with the 
former) signifies some remarkable day. R. Solomon and 
Josephus think it was some festival, when the master and 
the rest of the family were gone to the temples; and she 
stayed at home, feigning herself not well. But the Vulgar 
translates it simply, upon a certain day. Or it may signify, 
having the like opportunity, as formerly, and Joseph being 
about his business in the house she caught him, &c. 

To do his business.] To cast up his accounts, saith the 
Chaldee interpreters. 

None of the men of the house were within.] In that part 
of the house where he was. 

Ver. 12. Left the garment in her hand.] If he had strug- 
gled to get the garment away from her, the accusation 
might have been more specious, that he went about to ra- 
vish her. Epiphanius hath made a good reflection upon- 
this example. KaTaXtfnravu ra i/i<rna,. i«u to atofia ouk a7roX- 
\vmv. *A7ro8tS/3a(T>c€t rbv tottov, \va fii] wivy ry 7rayt§i, &C. (vid. 
Haeres. Ixxix. n. 9.) He left his garment, that he might 
not lose his body: and shunned the place, that he might not 
fall into the snare. And indeed it was dangerous to adven- 
ture himself in her company ; much more to touch her, lest 
he should fall into temptation. 

Ver. 14. She called unto the men of her house.] Cried to 
them, who were in her apartment, to come and help her. 

He hath brought in.] In her rage she reflects upon her 
husband, as accessory to her danger, that she might the 
more incense him against Joseph. There is something like 
this in Apuleius's story (lib. x. Mctamorph.) of the step- 
mother's love to her son-in-law, which was turned info 
hatred, and made her contrive just such a lio as this, when 
he would not yield to her. 

To mock us.] To abuse our family. 

I cried with a loud voice.]. An improbable story (for no- 
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body heard it), but was easily believed against a servant; 
whom they all, perhaps, envied. If she pretended it was 
done in Joseph's apartment, the question might have been 
asked her, What she did there ? 

Ver. 17. Came in tnito vie to mock me.'] To offer violence 
to me (as the Hebrew phrase signifies), and rob me of my 
chastity. 

Ver. 18. lie left his garment with me.'] Philo observes, 
that this was an argument rather that she laid hands on 
him : for he could have easily taken his garment from her, 
if he had not fled hastily from her importunity. But her 
husband's jealousy made him credulous. ■ 

Ver. 20. Joseph's master took him, &c] Caused him to 
be apprehended, .and carried to prison. During his anger 
he would not hearken to the apology, which we cannot but 
(hink he offered to make for himself. Unless we suppose 
(which is not unlikely) that his master would not so much 
as see him; but ordered him immediately to be hurried to 
the jail. 

A place where the king's prisoners were bound.] Where 
the king himself caused those who had offended him to be 
committed. This shews Potipharwas a great man, (see 
xl. 3.) and that he looked upon the crime as very great: for 
this prison, we must think, was most strictly guarded/ that 
they who were thrown into it might not escape punish- 
ment. And it appears by what the Psalmist says, (cv. 18.) 
that the prisoners were hardly used; and that Joseph (xl. 
15.) was thrust into the lowest part of the prison, which 
was the most dismal, as well as of greatest difficulty to 
make an escape out of it. 

And he tvas there in the prison.'] His master proceeded 
no further against him, but there he left him. Perhaps 
Joseph found means to let him know the truth; which made 
him not form any process to take away his life, or inflict 
any other punishment on him: and yet, to save his wife's 
credit, he let him lie in the prison. 

Ver. 21. The Lord was with Joseph.] The same wisdom 
and virtue appeared in him, now he was in prison, that his 
master discerned, when he came first into his house, (ver. 2.) 

Give him favour.] So that he had more liberty than the 
rest, after some short confinement. 

Keeper of the prison.] The under-keeper it appears from 
xl. 4. 

Ver. 22. Committed to Joseph's hand, &c.] His favour 
increased so much (as it had done in his master's house, 
ver. 4.) that he, in effect, was the keeper of the prison, not 
a prisoner. 

CHAP. XL. 

Ver 1. JUAD offended thtir lord.] In the Hebrew is a 
word of the plural number for lord, viz. adonim; u ratione 
dignitatis," saith Bochartus ; because of his high authority. 
And so it is used not only when he speaks of the king, but 
of greatmen; particularly of Joseph's master, (xxxix.2.) 

Interpreters do but guess at their offence: which might 
as well be an attempt upon his life (by poison, or other 
ways), as any thing else. 

Ver. 2. Wroth against two of his officers.] They are 
called by the same name of dignity (viz. Saris) which we 
met withal before, (xxxvii. 36.) For in all courts such of- 
ficers had a principal place, (see ver, 4.) 



Chief butler.] Or, cup-bearer to the king, (ver. 13.) He 
simply named the butler and l>aker in the foregoing verso: 
but now the schar (as the Hebrew word is), which in the 
next verse we translate captain, i. e. the principal officer 
of those kinds: which would incline one to think, that 
some under butler and baker were accused of a great fault, 
for which the head butler and baker were to answer: who, 
perhaps, were discovered to have ordered them to do what 
they did. 

Chief baker.] Who took care of all baked meats, and 
confections, &c. (ver. 17.) 

Ver. 3. He put them in ward, &c] To be kept close pri- 
soners. 

In the house of the captain of the guard, &c] In that 
prison, of whic^i Potiphar had the chief custody. Who by 
this appears to have been such an officer as we call lieu- 
tenant of the Tower. 

Into the prison where Joseph was bound.] Into that very 
place where Joseph had been bound. For now he was at 
liberty, in the prison. • 

Ver. 4. And the captain of the guard charged Joseph, 
&e.] By this it appears Potiphar's anger was mitigated to- 
wards him (having heard the truth, it is likely, before this 
time), and was of the same mind with the under-keeper of 
the prison: who entrusted all in Joseph's hand. * 
* * And he served them.] Attended upon them (which shews 
they 'were great persons) to provide them what they want- 
ed, &e. 

And they continued a seasdn.] The Hebrew word is, ja- 
mim, i. e. days: which frequently signifies a year; as hath 
been observed before, (xxiv. 55.) 

Ver. 5. Each man according to the interpretation of his 
dream.] Suitable to the office which he had held ; and to 
the events which were shortly to befal them. 

Ver. G. Joseph came unto them in the morning.] To see 
that they were safe, and to know what they wanted. 

And behold, they were $dd.] It was very extraordinary, 
that they should both of them dream, in the same night, 
such dreams as had a great resemblance, one to the other; 
and seemed to import a great change in their condition: 
which made such a deep impression upon them, that they 
were solicitous to know the meaning. 

Ver. 8. We have dreamed a dream, and there is no inter* 
preter ofit.]i. e. Here in prison, we have not the oppor- 
tunity of getting them interpreted. If they had been at 
liberty, there w r ere men in those countries who pretended 
to the skill of interpreting dreams, which for the most- 
part were not to be regarded ; but some dreams carried 
such lively representations in them, and so suitable to their 
present condition, and made likewise so great a commo- 
tion in their spirits, that they could not but attend to 
them : nay, think God had sent them, and therefore desire 
to know the meaning of them. 

Thus we find Achilles advising Agamemnon (in Homer's 
Iliad, i.) to consult with the interpreters of their gods, for 
what offence they had sent the plague among them ; say- 
ing, " To what priest, or to what prophet, shall we go?" 

*H koI 6v£tnoir6\ov, teal yap r ovap Ik Atoc tort v. 

Or to what vender of dreams? For even dreams come from 
Jupiter. 
Do not interpretations belong to God?] Who can shew 
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the meaning of dreams, but he that sent them? viz. God. 
This shews that God did sometimes admonish other nations 
(as we saw, xx. 6. xxxi. 24.) as well as the Jews by dreams : 
until they forgot (as Dr. Jackson judiciously speaks) that 
interpretations were from God, and laboured to find out an 
art of interpreting. Then they either ceased, or were so 
mixed with delusions, that they could not be discerned: 
or, if their events were in some sort foreseen, yet- men, 
being ignorant of God's providence, commonly made choice 
of such means for their avoidance, as brought upon them 
the events which they feared. (Book i. on the Creed, chap. 9.) 

Ver. 12. TJie three brandies are three days:] i.e. Signify 
three days. So he understood their meaning to be, rather 
than months or years; because of the sudden budding, 
blossoming, knitting, and ripening of the grapes, (ver. 10.) 

Ver. 13. Shall lift up thy head.] i. e. Advance thee; or, 
as it is in the margin, reckon thee ; number thee among his 
servants (as the phrase is used, Exod. xxxi. 12.) For there 
being a roll, or catalogue of all the officers of the court, 
with their several salaries, they were all called over on 
some certain day (it should seem, by ver, 20. before the 
king's birth-day) and summoned to give their attendance. 
And then such as the king ^vas offended withal, were struck 
out, and punished according to their deserts ; or pardoned, 
and graciously restored to their places. This exposition 
best agrees with the event, (ver. 20.) where the heads of 
both these officers are said to be lifted np : though one of 
them only was advanced to his former station. 

Ver. 14. Bat think on me, when it shall be well with thee, 
&c] When my prediction is come to pass, I ask no other 
reward of thee, but that thou wilt be an instrument of de- 
livering me from my imprisonment. Joseph was not only 
grown expert in interpreting dreams, (which he was not 
before he came into Egypt, xxxvii. G. &c.) but fully as? 
sured he knew the right meaning of them; as appears by 
this passage. And such kinds of predictions by dreams' 
were frequently in" ancient times, among the heathen as 
well as among the Hebrews: though in after ages they 
grew rare in both. 'For (as Dr. Jackson admirably speaks, 
in the place beforenamed) the increase of wickedness in the 
world; multiplicity of business; solicitude of mind about 
worldly affairs ; and men's too much depending on politic 
devices to accomplish their ends ; caused the defect of 
true dreams, and of other Divine admonitions, for the wel- 
fare of mankind. 

Ver. 15. I was stolen.] Carried away by violence, with- 
out the knowledge of my father; and sold for a slave. 
His brethren, in selling him, committed that crime, which 
the Latins call plagium. For, Qui hominem liberum ven- 
dit, plagiarius est. 

Out of the land of tJte Hebrews.] Some men would have 
it thought, that these words were added by Joshua, or some 
other, after Moses's time: because Canaan was not called 
the land of the Hebrews in his days, much lessen Joseph's. 
But they should have considered, that Joseph doth not 
call all the land of Canaan by this name; but only that 
part of it where Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, had very long 
lived, viz. about Hebron. There Abraham (who was the 
first that is called a Hebrew) settled with his family when 
he came out of Chaldea, (xiii. 17, 18.) There Isaac dwelt 
also, (xxxv. 27.) and Jacob, (xxxvii. 1. 14.) where it is 
said indeed, they were strangers, or sojourners, in this coun- 



try : but they were strangers of great note and name (as 
Jacobus Altingius hath well observed), who were treated 
as princes, (xxiii. 6.) lived by their own laws ; made leagues, 
not only with private men, but with cities and with kings: 
(xxi. 22, 23.xxvi. 28. xxxiv. 6.) and the fame of them could 
not but be spread abroad, both by the victory which Abra- 
ham got, in a battle, over several kings ; and by the sack- 
ing of Shechem, which the neighbours durst not revenge. 
All which might well make that part of the country where- 
in they had resided for three generations be called the 
land of the Hebrews: where they were at first planted, by 
the consent of the natives; who were confederated with 
Abraham, (xiv. 13.) 

That they should put me into the dungeon.] Into which 
he was thrown at the first, as a great malefactor; for this 
was the lowest and darkest place in the prison, being under 
ground. So the Hebrew word commonly signifies, a pit, 
either with or without water in it: and thence, this part of 
a prison; which Boehartus well translates cryptam snb- 
terraneam; and sometimes signifies a grave, (Psalm xxviii. 
1. Hierbzoic. par. i. lib. iii. cap. 4.) 

Ver. 16. The chief baker saw the interpretation was good.] 
It was well the chief butler propounded his dream first, 
which had a good signification : for if this man had spoken 
first, the other, it is likely, would not have proposed his 
dream. ... 

Three white baskets.] Or, as we now speak, three wiekeT 
baskets, and (as the margin hath it) the twigs so twisted, 
that they were full of holes; as ours many times are 
wrought. 

Ver. 17. In the uppermost basket.] They were set one 
upon another : in the lowermost of which, we may suppose, 
was bread ; in the middlemost pies; and in the highest, the 
finer sort of pastes of all sorts, biscuit, tarts, &c. 

Ver. 19. Lift up thy head.] The same phrase, which 
was used of the other, (ver. 13.) but with this addition, 
from off thee. To signify, that his name should be called 
for another purpose ; that he might not only have his name 
struck out of the roll, but his head struck off from his body. 
Though there is no necessity so to understand it; but only 
simply, that he should lose his life. 

And shall hang thee on a tree.] They that fancy his head 
was first cut off, will have the body only hanged on a gib- 
bet! But it is more likely he was hanged by the neck, as 
malefactorfe are now among us upon a gallows. 

And tlie birds shall eat thy flesh.] He was left there, to be 
devoured by birds of prey. 

Ver. 20. Pharaohs birth-day.] Either the day on which 
he was born, or the day on which he came to the crown: 
which was natalis imperii, the birth-day of his empire. 
Both of them were wont to be celebrated with rejoicing 
and great feasts, in ancient time as well as now. (See 
the commentators upon Matt. xiv. 6.) 

Ver. 21. And he gave the cup.] His fault, we may sup- 
pose, was of a smaller nature ; or, there was not evident 
proof against him; or, he had better friends, who inter- 
ceded for him: so that he was not only pardoned, but re- 
stored to his office. 

Ver. 22. But he hanged the chief baker.] Ordered him 
to be hanged, being found guilty of what he was ac- 
cused, &c. 

Ver. 23. Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, 
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butforgat him.] He repeats it, to shew how very unmind- 
ful he was of him : after the manner of those vain cour- 
tiers, who have no value for wisdom or virtue, but arc 
wholly given up to their pleasures. It would have cost 
him nothing to mention Joseph to Pharaoh: but ho seems 
to have been one of those who will spend their interest, as 
we now speak, for nobody but themselves. Or, as it may 
be interpreted, he did not, as soon as he came to Ids place, 
call him to mind, who foretold his good fortune: and so, 
in process of time, he quite forgot him. 



CHAP. XLI. 

Ver. 1. AlT the end of two full years.] It is uncertain 
whether two years after Joseph was first put in prison, or 
after the chief butler was taken out of prison. It seems to 
relate to the latter, being connected immediately with that 
history. 

Pharaoh dreamed.] Had an extraordinary dream, sent 
from God. 

He stood by the river.] Where they were wont to recreate 
themselves; especially in hot weather, and when they ex- 
pected its rise to such a degree, as to give hopes of a plen- 
tiful year. 

Ver. 2. Behold, there came up out of the river.] This is a 
most apt and lively figure; representing things exactly 
conformable to the state of that country: which was en- 
riched by the yearly overflowing of the river Nilus. With- 
out which the beasts would have had no grass to feed them, 
much less to fatten them. But Bochart thinks the HebTew 
-word jeor (which we translate river) properly signifies, a 
cut, as we speak, or a canal out of Nile: of which there 
were many, for the drawing its water into several parts of 
the country. (Hierozoic. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 42.) 

Well-favoured Jcine, &c] Or, oxen. By which the fields 
being ploughed, and all the business of husbandry managed, 
their fatness was a proper token of fertility ; as their lean- 
ness was of famine. So Bochart observes; and see Vos- 
sius de Idolol. lib. i. cap. 29. 

And they fed in a meadow^] This represented Nile as 
having overflowed a great way; to the enriching of a pas- 
ture, at a distance from the river. 

Ver. 3. Stood by the other kine.] This signified the 
events denoted hereby to be near one to the other. 

Upon the brink of the river.] Not feeding in a meadow 
(as the former did), but picking up grass here and there 
near the river. For this was a sign, it had not overflowed 
at all, or very little : there being no food for the cattle, but 
on the rivers bank: where, perhaps, he saw them eat the 
flags. 

Ver. 5. Came up upon one stalk.] A token of great 
plenty. 

Ver. 6. Blasted ivith the east wind.] To this wind (which 
the Hebrews call kadim) is ascribed, in Scripture, all the 
mischief that was done to corn, or fruit; by blasting, smut- 
ting, mildews, locusts, &c. and was more pernicious in 
Egypt than other places, because it came through the vast 
deserts of Arabia. 

Ver. 7. And behold, it was a dream.] Or, behold, the 
dream continued to run in his mind. When he was awake, 
he could not put it out of his thoughts, but it perpetually 



presented itself to him, as it had done w 7 hen he was asleep. 
This shewed it to bo one of those dreams which the Greeks 
called 0to7T£ji7rra, sent from God; as the interpretation and 
the event shewed afterward more evidently. Bochart notes 
out of Josephus, (lib. xvii.) a dream of Archclaus (men- 
tioned Matt. ii. 22.) composed of both these figures: for 
he saw ten ears of corn very plump and ripe, devoured by 
oxen ; which Simon Essajus interpreted to signify, that 
he should live ten years ; and then there should be a great 
turn of affairs (because oxen turn up the ground by the 
plough), and accordingly it came to pass, (Hierozoic. par. i. 
lib. ii. cap. 41.) 

Ver. 8. His spirit ivas troubled.] He could not rest sa- 
tisfied till he understood the meaning of these dreams, 
which he thought imported some great alteration in the 
state of his country. 

Called for all the magicians of Egypt.] The word in He- 
brew (or rather Chaldee) for magicians, had a bad signifi- 
cation iu aftertimes ; but what kind of men they were now, 
we do not know: whether they professed to interpret 
dreams and expound things secret, by natural observations; 
or such rules as are now found in the books of Oneirocri- 
ticks; or by consulting demons; or only by the foolish art 
of astrology, to which they were much addicted in future 
ages. 

Our learned Nic. Fuller (lib. v. Miscell. Saer. cap. II.) 
thinks the Hebrew word chartummim imports, such as di- 
vined by certain superstitious characters, pictures, images, 
and figures ; which they engraved with magical rites and 
ceremonies. 

All the wise men thereof] These were the same, I sup- 
pose, with those who were called philosophers in Greece; 
from whence several great men went to learn of the Egyp- 
tian priests, who were famous for wisdom before it came 
into Greece. V 

Told them his dream.] He told them both his dreams, as 
appears from what follows; but Moses speaks in the sin- 
gular number, because they were, in effect, but one and the 
same dream. 

But there was none that could interpret them.] Either 
they were amazed, and did not attempt an exposition, as 
beyond their skill ; or, what they said gave no satisfaction 
to the king. The seven kine and the seven ears, it is likely, 
they thought had a great mystery in them ; if the worship 
of the planets was then among them. Which they invoked 
with secret or unutterable invocations, KX//<x£<n aQStyic- 
ro<c, (as the oracle mentioned by Porphyry speaks) which 
were invented by that " most excellent of all magicians 
(saith the same oracle), the king of the seven sounds, 
whom all men know," i. e. Ostanes, or Hostanes. 

"Ac evpe Maywv v% ci'ptoroc 

'RTrrcupSoyyov BaatXcuc oy irdyrec \aaaiv. 

By which seven sounds (of which he was the inventor 
and governor) Mr. Selden thinks is meant the harmony, 
Which the ancients supposed the seven planets to make : 
whom these magicians called upon iirraKi^voi, with se- 
ven invocations to each planet, upon its proper day. As 
he shews, lib. iii. de Jure N. et G. cap. 19. But the more 
they laboured to find out this mystery, the more they were 
puzzled and perplexed in their thoughts: nor could their 
prayers (if they went that way to work) help them to dis- 
close the secret. 
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Ver. 9. I do remember my faults this day.] Call to mind 
the offences I committed against Pharaoh: or, as some 
will have it, my ingratitude to one, who was in prison with 

me- 

Ver. 11. Each man according (o the interpretation of his 
dream.] Just according to the event was each of our 
dreams. 

Ver. 13. As he interpreted to us, so it teas.] He repeats 
the thing often, to shew how exactly Joseph hit the truth 
in his interpretation. 

Me he restored to my office, &c] He told me, that on such 
a day I should be restored to my office ; and he told the 
other he should be hanged. 

Ver. 14. Brought him hastily.] With all speed; that 
Pharaoh might not continue in suspense. 

Out of the dungeon.] It is reasonable to think, that, 
though he was thrown into the dungeon at the first, (xl. 
15.) he did not continue there, when he looked after all the 
prisoners, and did the whole business of a keeper, (xxxix. 
22, 23.) Therefore this part, as is usual, is put for the 
whole ; signifying no more, than that they brought him out 
of prison, where he had been in the dungeon. 

And he shaved himself, &c] It was the custom in most 
countries, when men were in a mournful condition, to neg- 
lect their hair, both of the head and the beard: and not 
to shift their clothes, as in prosperity; but to continue in 
a rueful dress, whereby they expressed the sense they had 
of their calamity. 

Ver. 16. It is not in me.] A modest answer. I do not 
pretend to more wisdom than those thou hast already con- 
sulted. 

God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace.] But God, I 
doubt not, will direct me to give the king a satisfactory 
answer: nay, an answer that shall be serviceable to him 
and to his kingdom. 

Ver. 17. And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, &c] We may 
well suppose that Joseph desired to know the dream : 
which Pharaoh repeats in this and the following verses 
something more fully than it is set down before. 

Ver. 21. When they had eaten them up, it could not be 
known that they had eaten them, &c] An emblem of a very 
grievous famine, which is represented, not only by the 
lean kinc devouring the fat (as much as to say, the barren 
years consuming all the growth of the fertile), but by their 
remaining lean, as if they had eaten nothing: which repre- 
sents what often happens in famine, that men eat greedily, 
but are not satisfied, because God breaks the staff of bread : 
(Lev. xxvi. 26.) i. e. takes away its nourishing virtue ; as 
Bochart expounds it, Ilicrozoie. par. i. lib.ii. cap. 41. But 
this seems to be a straining of that phrase, break the staff 
of bread, which signifies no more, than want of bread to 
support man's life. And all that can be gathered from this 
part of the dream, is, that there should be such exceeding 
great scarcity, that men should have but just enough to 
keep them alive. 

Ver. 25. The dream of Pharaoh is one.] One and the 
same thing is represented by two several figures. 

God hath sltewn Pharaoh what he is about to do.] God 
hath in these dreams revealed to Pharaoh, what he intends 
shortly to bring to pass. 

Ver. 20. The seven good kine, &c.] He represents in this, 
and in the following verse, how one thing is signified by two 
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dreams. Seven good kine, and seven good ears, represent- 
ing seven years of plenty ; and seven lean kine, and seven 
empty ears, as many years of scarcity. 

Ver. 28. This is the thing which I have spoken, &c] I 
have told the king in short, what the Divine Providence is 
about to effect. - •* 

Ver. 29. Behold, there come seven years, &c] I will re- 
peat it more at large. Take notice then that, in the next se- 
ven years to this, there shall be very great crops of corn, 
every where, throughout the whole country. 

Ver. 30. And there shall arise after them, &c] And im- 
mediately after they are ended, shall follow seven years as 
barren as the former were fruitful, the earth bringing forth 
little or no corn; which will make so great a famine, that 
there shall be no memory of the foregoing plenty; for there 
shall be no corn left, but all eaten up, throughout all the 
land of Egypt. 

Ver. 31. And the plenty shall not be known, &c] I say, 
there shall be no mark remaining of the foregoing plenty; 
by reason of the extreme scarcity in the following years, 
which will be Yery heavy. 

Ver. 32. And for that the dream toas doubled ,■ &c] The 
repetition of the dream signifies the certainty of what I 
say: God having so determined; who will shortly justify 
the truth of my predictions. Both here and in the forego- 
ing discourse, (ver. 25. 2S.) he directs Pharaoh to look up 
unto God, as the author of all these events ; and that, not 
in an ordinary, but extraordinary manner. For such ferti- 
lity and such famine did not proceed from mere natural 
causes; but from an overruling Providence. It is observed 
by Pliny, (lib. v. Nat. Hist. cap. 9.) that when Nile rose 
only twelve cubits, a famine followed : when thirteen, great 
scarcity: whenfourteen, they had a good year: when fifteen, 
a very good : and if it rose sixteen, it rhade delicias, luxuri- 
ant plenty: and the greatest increase they ever knew, was 
to eighteen cubits. Now that this river should overflow so 
largely for seven years together, as to make vast plenty; 
and then for the next seven years not to overflow its banks 
at all or very little, and so make a sore and long famine ; 
could be ascribed to nothing but an extraordinary hand of 
God ; it being quite out of the course of nature. And in- 
deed the dream seems to signify something beyond that; 
for it is unnatural for oxen to devour one another. 

Ver. 33. Look out a man discreet and tvise.] One fit to 
manage so great an affair. He that could foretell such 
events, was fit to advise what was to be done upon the 
foresight of them : but, it is probable, he did not presume 
to give such directions, till he was asked his opinion. 

Ver. 34. Let Pharaoh do this.] When this is dono. 

Let him appoint officers.] Let that chief ruler appoint 
officers under him, in the several provinces of the king- 
dom : such as the Romans called prcefectos annonm. 

Take up a fifth part.] Some have asked, why not the 
half, since there were to be as many years of famine as of 
plenty. • To which such answers as these have been given 
by interpreters : — that the greater and richer sort were wont 
in time of plenty to fill their storehouses; as a provision 
against a scarcer year, which sometimes happened. And, 
secondly, that, in time of famine, men arc wont to live 
more frugally; and not spend so much as they do in better 
times. And, thirdly, that even in those years of greatest 
famine, something might bo sown ; at least near the banks 
nit-' S 
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of Nile. Bnt the plainest answer is, that ten parts being 
the tribute due to kings in many countries, and it is likely 
here, (as I observed upon xxviii. tilt.) Pharaoh was ad- 
vised to double this charge, in the years of extraordinary 
plenty: when the fifth part was not more than the tenth in 
other years. Or (which is rather to be supposed from a 
good king and a good counsellor), to buy as much more 
as was his tribute; which he might do at an easy rate, 
when vast plenty made corn very cheap. 

Ver. 35. Gather all the food of those good years that 
come.] The fifth part of the growth of tho next seven years. 

And lay up corn.] In places provided for that purpose. 

Under the hand of Pharaoh.] Not to be meddled withal, 
but kept by Pharaoh's order, to be dispensed hereafter, as 
need shall require. 

And letihem keep food in the cities.] Let this food be re- 
served in the several cities of the kingdom. 

Ver. 3G. And that food shall be for store.] Shall not 
be spent ; but laid up and preserved against the time of 
famine. 

That the land, &c] The people of the land do not perish. 

Ver. 37. And the thing was good in the eyes, &c] The 
king and all the court were pleased with this advice. But 
some may w r onder that Pharaoh and his ministers should 
so readily believe a young man, and a stranger; of a nation 
whom they did not converse withal, and lately accused of 
a great crime. Bnt they may be satisfied, by consider- 
ing, that Joseph had cleared himself in the opinion of the 
keeper of the prison ; where he had been known already 
to have interpreted dreams exactly according to the events, 
in two notorious cases, which the chief butler had reported, 
(ver. 12, 13.) And besides, his exposition of the figures 
which Pharaoh saw in his dream, was so natural, that it 
was apt to beget belief, if he had not been an expounder 
of dreams before. And above all it is to be considered, 
that God, who sent the dreams, and made them stick in 
Pharaoh's thoughts, disposed his mind also to receive the 
interpretation, with a deep sense of its truth. 

Ver. 38. Pharaoh said to his servants.] The great minis- 
ters of the kingdom, and officers of the court, who stood 
about him. 

In wliom is the Spirit of God.] Without which ho could 
not foresee and foretell such things. 

Ver. 39. And Pharaoh said unto Joseph.] It seems all 
his servants were of Pharaoh's mind, and consented to 
w r hat he said, being amazed at the wisdom which appeared 
in Joseph. 

Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all this.] God 
wrought in him the highest opinion of Joseph, as a man 
divinely inspired. 

There is 7ione so discreet as thou art.] Thon thyself art 
the only person, whom thou advisest me to set over the 
land, (ver. 33.) 

Ver. 40. Thou shalt be over my house.] Be the chief mi- 
nister in my court : for that is meant by his house. 

And according to thy word.] As thou shalt give orders. 

Shall all my people be ruled.] Tho margin translates it 
armed; as if he put the whole militia of the kingdom into 
his hands: but this seems too narrow a sense; nor was 
there any thoughts of war at this time, but of the govern- 
ment of the kingdom in time of peace. And therefore we 
also translate it kiss, i. c. obey, as the LXX. and Vulgar 



well translate it ; and as it signifies in Psalm ii. ulL Kiss the 
Son, i. e. submit to him, and obfcy him. 

Only in the throne will I be greater than thou.] Thou 
shalt have no superior, but only myself. 

Ver. 41. See, I have set thee over all the land of Egypt.] 
lie had advised Pharaoh only to set a man to be the chief 
inspector of the stores of corn, ver. 33. (for which Pharaoh 
thought nono so fit as Joseph himself, ver. 39.) but he now 
constitutes him chief governor, under him, in all affairs of 
the whole country. 

Ver. 42. Took off his ring, &c] This is well explained 
by Vossius, (lib. i. de Orig. et Progr. Idolol. cap. 9.) in 
these words: " Turn ut symbolum dignitatis, turn ad li(e- 
ras et diplomata publico nomine signandas :" both in token 
of the dignity to which hewas preferred, and that he might 
seal letters and patents in the king's name. 

Vesture of fine linen.] So the Hebrew word schesch sig- 
nifies, rather than silk (as it is translated in the margin), 
though not the common linen, but that which the ancients 
called byssus: which Pollux saith was \ivov tl fTSoc, a sort 
of linen, very pure, and soft; and very dear; because it 
did not grow every where. Linum tenuissimum et pretio- 
sissimum, as Braunius shews, (lib. i. de Vestib. Sacerdot. 
Hebr. cap. 6.) In garments made of this, great men only, 
not the vulgar people, were clothed : kings themselves, it 
appears by Solomon, being arrayed in such vestures. 

Put a gold chain about his neck.] Another token of the 
highest dignity. 

Ver. 43. Madt him ride in the second 9 chariot which he 
had.] In tho best of the king's coaches (as we now speak) 
except one, which Pharaoh reserved for himself: and at- 
tended, no doubt, with a suitable equipage, of footmen 
and horsemen, perhaps, for a guard to his person. 
' Cried before him, Bow the knee.] They that went before 
his chariot, to make way for him, required all to do him 
such reverence as they did to the king himself, when he 
appeared: which was by bowing their knees or their body. 
The word they used to this purpose, as they went along, 
vfasabrech: which we translate boio the knee, deriving it 
from the Hebrew word barach, which hath that significa- 
tion. Though others will have it to signify the father of 
the king: for rach, in the Syrian language, signifies a king, 
if we may believe R. Solomon. Others translate it, a 
tender father, of the country which he had preserved. (Sec 
Vossius, lib.i. de Idol. cap. 29.) And Hottinger will have 
it as much as Godsave the king ; or, A blessing light on you. 
(See Smegma Orient, p. 131.) But unless we understood 
the old Egyptian language, I think we had as good rest in 
the Hebrew derivation as in any other; according to our 
own translation. 

And he made him ruler over all the land of Egypt.] After 
this manner ho constituted him supreme governor of the 
whole country, under himself : according to his resolu- 
tion, ver. 41. 

Ver. 44. I am Pharaoh.] This is my will and pleasure ; 
who am king of Egypt. 

Without thee shall no man lift up his hand or foot, &c] 
A proverbial speech. Let no man presume to do the 
smallest thing, in public affairs, without thy order. 

Ver. 45. And Pharaoh called Joseph's name.] He gave 
him a new name; partly, because he was a foreigner; and 
partly, to honour him; and yet to denote him to be his 



Digitized by Microsoft 



CHAP. XLI.J 



UPON GENESIS. 



131 



subject, though ruler of every body else. We find Nebu- 
chadnezzar did the same in Babylon, (Dan. i. 7.) and it 
is still the custom in the eastern countries : where the Mo- 
gul never advances any man, but he gives him a new 
name; and that significant of something belonging to him. 
As, not long ago, he called his brother-in-law Asaph Chan, 
the gathering, or the rich lord: and his physician Macrob 
Chan, the lord of my health, &c. as Peter de la Valle re- 
lates in his Travels, p. 465. where he observes the same 
of his wives, p. 470. 

Zaphnath-Paaneah.] Which St. Jerome interprets, the 
Saviour of the world. But the whole stream of interpre- 
ters carry it for another signification, which is, the inter- 
preter of secrets, or the revealer of future things. See Sixt. 
Amama, and Athan. Kirker's Prodromus, cap. 5. and our 
countryman, J. Gregory, cap. xvi. of his Observations. 
Who, with Mr. Calvin, thinks it is ridiculous to attempt 
to make this sense out of the Hebrew language: and yet 
there are those who think they have done it with success. 
Tzaphan being to hide or cover; whence tzaphnath, that 
which is hidden or secret; and panah, signifying to look 
into or contemplate. So that Campeg. Vitringa thinks Jo- 
sephus and Philo not to have ill interpreted this word, 
'QvEtpoKplrng and Kpvirr^v tvpzrrjg, (Observ. Sacr. lib. i. cap. 
5.) an interpreter of dreams, and a finder out of things 
hidden. But as Jacchiades observes upon Dan. i. 7. that 
the Egyptian and Persian kings gave names, for honour 
and glory (in token of their supreme greatness and autho- 
rity), so it was most for their glory, to give them out of 
their own language. And therefore, if this be the meaning 
of Zaphnath-Paaneah, the Egyptian tongue and the He- 
brew had a great affinity one to the other. 

And he gave him to wife.] Either the king then disposed 
of the great noblemen's daughters, when their parents were 
dead (as our kings lately did of their wards), or Asenath 
was of Pharaoh's kindred, and so he provided her a hus- 
band, and gave her a portion. Or, the meaning simply is, 
he made this match for him. 

r The daughter of Potipherah.] This is a different name 
from his who was captain of the guard; and was of a dif- 
ferent quality. And therefore there is no reason, from 
.some likeness in their names, to think that Joseph married 
the daughter of him who had been his master : for he 
would have abhorred to match with one that was born of 
so lewd a woman as his mistress; as Vossius well observes 
in the place forenamed. 

Priest of On.} Or, prince of On (as the margin hath it); 
for the word cohen signifies both priest and prince, (see 2 
Sam. viii. ult.) priests being anciently the prime men of 
the kingdom; for kings themselves were priests. 

On was a famous city in Egypt, called afterwards He- 
liobolis, which gave name to one. of the Nojuo<, i. e. pro- 
xJnces of Egypt ; whereof this Potipherah was governor, 
or lieutenant. Concerning which province, and Asenath, 
and Potipherah, see Mr. Selden, lib. iii. de Synedriis, 
p. 40G. 

And Joseph went out over all the land of Egypt.] To see 
what places were fittest for stores. 

Ver, 4(3. Joseph was thirty years old.] So he had been 
out of his country thirteen years; for he was but seven- 
teen years old (xxxvii. 2.) when he was sold into Egypt. 
In which time, we may well think, he had learnt the lan- 



guage of that country, and gained much experience; but 
never sent to his father; in which there is visibly a special 
providence of God ; for his father might have used means 
for his deliverance, and then, he had never come to this 
greatness. 

When he stood before Pharaoh.] When Pharaoh made 
him his prime minister. For the great counsellors and 
minister alone were admitted into the king's presence (in 
the eastern countries,, and, it is likely, the same state was 
kept here) and are said to stand before the king, (Dan. i. 19.) 
and to see the king's face, (Esther i. 14.) 

And went throughottt all the land of Egypt.] He seems 
to have only taken a general view of the country before, 
(ver. 45.) but now a more particular; to give orders for 
the building of storehouses, against the plenteous years 
came. 

Ver. 47. Brought forth by handfuls.] Such large ears, 
that a few of them would make a sheaf: which our trans- 
lation seems here to mean by handfnls: for sheaves are 
bound up with men's hands. And so it may be interpreted, 
it brought forth sheaves, or heaps: or, more literally, hand- 
fuls upon one stalk, i. e. vast abundance. Some conceive 
the corn was laid up in sheaves, heaped up very high: and 
not thrashed out : for so it would keep the longer. 

Ver. 48. Andhe gathered up all the food.] The fifth part, 
as he had proposed, (ver. 34.) i. e. he bought it ; which he 
might do at a small price, when there was unusual plenty. 

And laid up the food in the cities.] It is very probable 
be laid it up, as it was gathered, unthrashed : that there 
might be food for the cattle also. So the Vulgar, u In ma- 
nipulos reductae segetes congregate sunt in horrea." And 
what was laid up in the first year of plenty, it is reason- 
able to think was dispensed in the first year of famine, &c. 

Round every city.] This was very wisely ordered; for it 
was less charge to Pharaoh for the present, and more easy 
to the country, when they wanted provision. 

Ver. 49. Gathered corn as the sand of the sea.] The fol- 
lowing words explain this hyperbolical expression. And 
the reason of his heaping up so much was, that there might 
be sufficient to supply the necessities of other countries, 
as well as of Egypt. 

Ver. 51. God hath made me forget all my toil.] The great 
affliction and hard labour he endured in prison. 

And all my father's house.] The unkindness of his bre- 
thren, whd were the cause of all his trouble. By imposing 
this name on his first-born, he admonished himself in the 
midst of his prosperity of his former adversity, which he 
now thought of with pleasure. 

Ver. 52. In the land of my affliction.] In the country, 
where I have suffered much affliction. 

Ver. 53. And the seven years of plenteousness were elid- 
ed.] It was beside tho intention of Moses to relate any of 
the affairs of that country, but what belonged to this mat- 
ter : and therefore he passes over all other transactions of 
these seven years; as he doth all tho things that happened 
in Jacob's family, ever since Joseph came from it. 

Ver. 54. The dearth was in all lands.] In all the coun- 
tries thereabouts, Canaan, Syria, &c. It seems there was 
a general want of rain. 

But in all the land of Egypt there was bread.] They 
did not feel the famine presently, because they had much 
to spare from the former years of plenty. 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



S2 



132 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap, xlii. 



Ver. 55. And when all the land of Egypt was famished.] 
When they had eaten up all their own stores, which, we 
may suppose, failed in two years' time. 

The people cried to Pharaoh, &c] Made earnest petitions 
to the king, for relief of their necessities. 

Ver. 5G. And the famine was over all the face of the 
earth.] Grew still greater in all the neighbouring countries. 

And the famine waxed sore in the land of Egypt.] For 
the Egyptians themselves, having spent all their own 
stores, w r crc sorely pinched. 

Ver. 57. And all the countries came to buy com, &c] 
i. e. The neighbouring countries, as was said before, (ver. 
54.) For if the most distant had come, the storehouses 
had been soon emptied. 

Because the famine teas sore in all lands.] It increased 
more and more, in those countries beforenamed, which 
w r erc grievously afflicted by it. 



• CHAP. XLII. 

Ver. 1. JjlND when Jacob saw that there ivas corn in 
Egypt, &c] He saw, perhaps, some pass by luden with 
corn, which they had bought there. Or, one sense (as is 
frequent in Scripture) is put for another: seeing for hear- 
ing ; as it is expressed, ver. 2. 

Why do you look one upon another?] As idle people use 
to do, while none of them will stir to seek relief. Or, ra- 
ther, as men that know not what course to take, expect- 
ing who w f ould begin to advise for their preservation. 

Ver. 2. That we may live, and not die.] He excites 
them to make no further delay, by the great necessity 
wherein they were ; no less than danger of perishing. 

Ver. 4. Lest mischief befal him.] He being, as yet, but 
young, and not used to travel, Jacob w r as afraid the jour- 
ney might be hazardous to him. Besides, he could not 
but desire to have some of their company; though this was 
not his principal reason. 

Ver. 5. Came to buy corn among those that came.] 
iPeoplc came from all parts thereabout, upon the same 
business: and Jacob's sons among others; whom, perhaps, 
they met withal upon the road. 

Ver. 6. And' Joseph was the governor, &c] The Hebrew 
word schallit signifies, sometimes, one that hath absolute 
power: and seems to be used here to set forth the high 
authority which Joseph exercised under Pharaoh. 

He it was that sold to all the people of the land.] Ap- 
pointed at what rates corn should be sold, in every part of 
the country. For it is not to be supposed that he in per- 
son could treat with every man that came to buy ; but he 
by his deputies, w T ho observed his orders. 

And Joseph's brethren came.] It should seem by this, 
-that all foreigners were ordered to come to him; in the 
royal city, where he resided ; or, at least, their names were 
brought to him, that he might speak with such as he 
thought fit : and thereby get the better intelligence of the state 
of their several countries ; and be sure to sec his brethren, 
who, he knew, w r ould be constrained to come thither. 

Jltey boived themselves before him,&c] Unwittingly ful- 
filled his dream. This seems to have been done after the 
manner of their own and other eastern countries ; not of 
Egypt, wiiere they only bowed the knee, (xli. 40.) 
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Ver. 7. Spake roughly to them.] Gave them hard words, 
as wc speak. Or, spake in a hirsh tone to them, and with 
a stern countenance. 

Ver. 8. And they knew not him.] They had not seen him 
in twenty years: in which time a youth alters far more than 
grown men do ; so that though he knew them, they might 
not know him ; who appeared also in such pomp and 
state, that it made them not think of him : and he spake 
also to them by an interpreter, (ver. 23.) which represent- 
ed him as a stranger to them. 

Ver. 9. Ye are spies.] He did not think they w r cre such 
persons, but said this to provoke them, to give an account 
of themselves, and of his father. Nor is there any reason 
to look upon this as a lie. For they arc not words of af- 
firmation, but of probation or trial: such as judges use, 
when they examine suspected persons, or inquire into a 
crime, of which men are accused. And therefore have the 
force of an interrogation; Are ye not spies? or, Imusttakc 
you for spies, till you prove the contrary. 

To see the nakedness of the land are ye come.] The weak 
places of the country, which arc least defensible. Or, as 
others will have it, the secrets of the land; for it is the 
same word that is used to express the privy parts. 

Ver. 11. We are all one man's sons.] There needed no 
moTe than this to take off his suspicion. For no man 
would have sent his sons, but rather his servants, if they 
had come upon an ill design : or, at least, not all his sons; 
or not all of them together in a company: but dispersed 
them rather about the country. Nor w r as it probable, that 
one man could have a design upon Egypt; but all the 
gTeat men of Canaan must have joined in it : and then 
they would have sent men of different families, not all of 
one alone. 

We are true men.] This was a good argument that they 
said true, when they told him (ver. 10.) thoy had no other 
business in Egypt but to buy corn. 

Ver. 12. And he said unto them, Nay, &c] Unless you 
have better arguments than this, I must take you for spies. 
He slights their argument, as great men sometimes do, 
when they know not presently how to answer it. He had 
a mind also to have them give a further account of their 
family, that he might be informed what was become of his 
brother Beujamin. 

Ver. 13. Thy servants are twelve brethren, &c] They 
enforce tlleir former argument, by relating their condition 
more fully and distinctly. But still it amounts to no more 
than this ; that it was not likely a parent would venture all 
his children, in such a design, as they were suspected to 
come about. 

The youngest is this day with our father.] This Mas the 
tiling he desired to know. 

And one is not.] Is dead. So they thought, because 
they had heard nothing of him, in twenty years' space. 

Ver. 14. Tftis is that I spake unto you, &c] This con- 
firms what I said, and gives me just ground for suspicion, 
that ye arc spies: because you pretend to have another 
brother, which is not likely; for wiiy should not your father 
send all, as w r ell as so many? This was but a cavil; but 
served to compass his end, which was to see his brother. 

Ver, 15. Hereby shall ye be proved.] By .this very thing 
shall you be tried; wiicthcr you be honest men, or no. 
By the life of Pharaoh, &c] As sure as Pharaoh lives ; 
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or, ita salens sit, so let Pharaoh be safe and in health, as I 
will keep you here, till I see your younger brother. Others 
expound it, If Pharaoh have any authority here, i. e. 'be 
kin^ of this country, you shall not stir from hence, &c. 
But most authors take this for an oath : the original of 
which is well explained by Mr. Selden, in his Titles of 
Honour, p. 45. where he observes, that the name of gods 
behig given to kings very early, St apcr^c virtpfioXrjv, (as 
Aristotle speaks, lib. vi. Ethic, cap. 1.) from the excel- 
lence of their heroic virtue, which made them .anciently 
great benefactors to mankind, thence arose the custpm ,of 
swearing by them, which Aben Ezra saith continuedin 
his time (about 1170) when Egypt was governed by ca- 
liphs. If any man swore by the king's head, and was 
found io have sworn falsely, he was punished capitally.^ 
And when Scach Ismael, the first sophi, got the Persian 
empire, no oath was held so sacred (as Leunclavius re- 
ports), as to swear by his head, i. e. in effect, by his life. 

But St. Basil will not have this to be an oath : but a so- 
lemn asseveration, to persuade belief. For, saith he, (torn. 
i. Horn, in Psal. xv. p. 155.) E«rf rtvzg \6yot <rxV ara $ v 
optctov Zx 0VTZ £> °vx vpicoi Sc ovtzs, &c. Tliere are certain 
speeches which have the fashion of oatlis, and yet are not 
catlis: but %zpa.7rda irpbg rove atcovovrag, serve only to per- 
suade the auditors. Such he takes this to be; and that of 
St. Paul, N?) rfjv fl/ufrlpav mi%nmv, by our rejoicing, 1 Cor. 
xv. 31. where he saith the apostle was not unmindful 
of the evangelical commandment, not to swear; but by a j 
speech, in form of an oath, he would have them believe ; 
that Ins glorying in them (or rather in Christ) was dearer 
to him than anything else. And the truth is, Judah seems 
to have taken these words of Joseph only for a solemn j 
protestation, (xliii. 3.) wherein he exposed the life of 
Pharaoh (which was most dear to him) unto execration, 
if he was not as good as his word. So G. Calixtus under- 
stands it. 

Vcr. 16. Send one of you, and let him fetch your brother.] 
At first he proposed that only one of them should return 
home, to bring their brother to him; and all the rest re- 
main, in the mean time, prisoners in Egypt. 

Vcr. 17. And he put them altogether into ward, &c] 
That they might consult one with another, which of them 
should go to fetch Benjamin ; about which, it seems, they 
could not agree : every one fearing to be the messenger of 
such sad tidings to their father; who might suspect they 
were all lost. 

Ver. 18. Joseph said unto them the third day, &c] I 
have no mind to destroy you: for I know there is a God, 
who will punish all injustice and cruelty. Therefore I 
make this new proposition to you. 

Ver. 10. Let one of your brethren, &c] This shall be 
the proof of your honesty. Instead of sending one of 
you to your father, you shall all go but one ; who shall re- 
main bound in prison till you bring your younger brother: 
and in the mean time carry provision for your families. 

Vcr. 20. But bring your youngest brother, &c] Fail 
not to let mo see your youngest brother : and so shall you 
justify yourselves to be no spies : and suffer nothing. 

And they did so.] They consented to this proposal. 

Ver. 21. And they said one to another.] They that had 
the chief hand in the conspiracy against Joseph, began 
upon this occasion to make the following reflections on it. 



We are verily guilty, &c] See the power of conscience, 
which flies in their face and reproaches them for a fact 
committed above twenty years ago. 

In that we saio the anguish of his soul, &c] We would 
have no pity, when he besought us with tears; and now 
nothing that we can say will move this man. They ob- 
serve their guilt in their punishment. For, as they had 
thrown Joseph into a pit, so they had been thrown into a 
prison themselves: and as nothing he could say would 
incline them to spare him, so now they found Joseph inex- 
orable to them. 

This anguish of his soul and his entreaties are not 
mentioned before, (chap, xxxvii.) £>ut could not but be 
supposed, if they had not been mentioned here. 

Ver. 22. And Reuben answered them, &c] You should 
have hearkened unto me, and then you had not come into 
this distress. 

Behold, also, his blood is required.] You killed him, and 
Aow you must pay for it with the loss of your lives. For 
he thought him to be dead. 

Ver. 23. Spake to them by an interpreter.] This shews • 
the Egyptian tongue and the Hebrew were different; 
though in some words they might agree. 

Ver. 24. And he turned himself about from them.] And 
went into some other room. 

And xvept.] Natural affection was too strong for the per- 
son he put on : and would not suffer him to counterfeit any 
longer. 

Returned to them, and communed with them.] When he 
had vented his passion, and composed himself to his former 
temper, he repeated to them what he had told them before: 
but added withal, thatif they brought Benjamin with them, 
they might traffic in the land, (ver. 34.) 

And took from them Simeon.] Who, the Hebrews say, 
was the person that put Joseph into the pit : and there- 
fore was now served in his kind. This, I think, may be 
fairly conjectured, that Reuben being resolved to save 
him, and Judah also inclined to favour him, if Simeon 
had joined with them, their authority might have prevailed 
to deliver him. 

And bound him before their eyes.] Caused him to be 
bound in their presence ; to strike the greater terror into 
them. 

Ver. 25. To give them provision for the way.] That they 
might carry what they bought entire, for the use of their 
families. 

And thus he did unto them.] Thus the person, to whom 
Joseph gave that command, did unto them. 

Ver. 26. And they laded their asses tvith com, &c] It 
is not said how many asses they laded ; but one would 
guess, by what follows, only each man one. For they went 
only to fetch a present supply : not thinking of providing 
against a long famine. 

Ver. 27. And as one of them opened his sack, 8cc] Wherein 
was their provision for the way, (vcr. 25.) 

Vcr. 28. He said unto his brethren, &c] Who all pre- 
sently opened their sacks and found their money there. 
For so the story is told by Judah at their return to Egypt, 
(xliii. 21.) And both by that place and this, it appears 
this happened to them when they came unto their inn, to 
rest themselves, in their first day's journey. 

And their heart failed them, &c] Their guilt made them 
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afraid; otherwise they would have rejoiced. But all things 
terrify an evil conscience: which made them think some 
design was laid to undo them all. 

JFliat is this that God hath done unto us?] Now God was 
in all their thoughts, as the chief governor of all things ; 
whosoever was the instrument. 

Ver. 30. Hie man who is the lord of the land.'] By this 
it appears Joseph was little less than a king, i. e. in his 
authority and sway, which he bare in that country. 

Took us for spies.] In the Hebrew it is, he gave us, i. e. 
treated us as spies ; by delivering us to bo put in prison. 

Ver. 34. And ye shall traffic in the land.) Buy corn, or 
any thing else the country affords; without any let or im- 
pediment. 

Ver. 35. JVhen both they and their father satv the bun- 
dies of money, &c J They had seen the same before : there- 
fore this is set down to express the fear which Jacob him- 
self was in, at the sight of the money ; though we may well 
suppose their fear was increased, when they perceived him 
to have the same apprehensions which they had, of some 
design that might be laid against their lives, when they 
returned to Egypt, though they brought their younger bro- 
ther with them. 

Ver. 36. Simeon is not.] He looked upon him as dead ; 
being in the power of so rough a man, as they described 
the lord of the land to be: especially if ho did not send 
Benjamin thither, as, for the present, he was resolved not 
to do. 

All these things are against me.] Or, upon me, as the 
Hebrew words carry it. These arc heavy burdens which 
lie upon me, not upon you ; who can be content to have 
Benjamin go, after I have lost two of my sons already. 

Ver. 37. Slay my two sons if I bring him not to thee.] 
Nothing could be more foolishly said; for what good would 
it do to Jacob (nay, what an increase of his affliction would 
it have been), to lose two grandchildren, after he had lost 
another son? But it was spoken out of a passionate desire 
to redeem Simeon, and to make more provision for their 
family: being confident that Joseph (who professed to 
fear God, ver. 18.) would be as good as his word. 

Ver. 38. He is left alone.] The only child of his mother. 

Bringdown my grey hairs with sorrow to the grave.] You 
will make me, who am worn away already, die with grief. 

CHAP. XLI1I. 

Ver. 1. JjlND the famine was sore, &c] Still increased to 
a greater scarcity. 

Ver. 2. Wlien they had eaten up the com that they 
brought out of Egypt.] So that they had nothing to live 
upon but only the poor crop that their own country pro- 
duced, which could not long sustain thcin. 

Buy us a little food.] He hoped, it is likely, the next 
year would be better; and so only desired a supply of their 
present necessity. 

Ver. 3. And Judah spake unto him, &c] Reuben had 
spoken to him in vain, (xlii. 37, 38.) and Levi,' perhaps, 
had not recovered his interest in him, since the barbarous 
action at Shcchem : and therefore Judah took upon him to 
persuade his father; being next in birth, and of no small 
authority among his brethren. 



Ye sltall not see my face.] But bo taken for spies; and 
so lose their lives. 

Ver. 5. We will not go down.] Because it would not 
only have been to no purpose, but also endangered their 
lives. 

Ver. G. Wlierefore dealt ye so ill with me ? &c] It was 
unkindly done of you, to tell him of another brother. For 
what need was there to say any thing of one who was not 
with you ? 

Ver. 7. Tlie man asked us straightly^ &c] They having 
told him, they were all one man's sons, (xlii. 11.) he might 
well ask them, what man's ? And whether there were any 
more of them? And whether their father and brother were 
yet living? 

And we told him according to the tenour of these words.] 
Answered every question as truth required. 

Ver. 8. Send the lad with me.] Trust him with me. He 
calls him lad, because he was the youngest of them all ; 
and one, of whom his father was as tender as if he had been 
a little child, though indeed he had children of his own, 
(xlvi. 21.) 

Tliat we may live, &c] These were very moving argu- 
ments; the preservation of a whole family, Benjamin and 
all: who, if he went, might return in safety; but, if he 
stayed at home, must perish with all the rest. 

Ver. 9. I will be surety for him.] Be bound in what 
penalty thou pleascst, to bring him back. 

Of my hand shalt thou require him.] Punish me (who 
will he answerable for him) if he miscarry. 

Bear the blame for ever.] Lie under thy displeasure, as 
long as I live. All this signifies only, that he would do his 
utmost to secure him : and rather suffer the heaviest thing 
himself, than lose Benjamin. 

Ver. 10. For except tve had lingered, &c] If thou hadst 
not hindered us by these scruples about Benjamin, we had 
been there and at home again, by this time. 

Ver. 11. Take of the best fruits.] The Hebrew word 
mizzimrath signifies * of the most praised; or, as Bochart 
more literally interprets it, " quae in hac terra sunt maxime 
decantata," (par. ii. Hierozoic. lib. v. cap. 9.) those fruits 
which are most celebrated in the land of Canaan: which 
was as famous for the things following, as Egypt was for 
corn. And it seems at this time did not want them ; which 
might make them more acceptable in Egypt, where they 
grew at no time. For Egypt being a low and plain coun- 
try, and Canaan a hilly, it made their products very dif- 
ferent 

Balm.] Rather resin, as was observed on xxxvii. 25. 

Honey.] For which this country was famous ; especially 
in some parts of it, about Tekoah, as Bochart also ob- 
serves. And therefore was a fit present for a king,' as 
we sec in the story of David, (2 Sam. xvii. 29.) And 
was carried from hence to the marts of Tyre. (Ezek. 
xxxvii. 17.) 

Spices.] The word necoth signifies storax; as was also 
observed before, (xxxvii. 25.) 

Myrrh.] Which Bochart translates mastich. 

Nuts.] He also proves, by many arguments, that the 
word botnim signifies those nuts wo call pistacldoes ; 
which may well be numbered among the best fruits of 
the land: being very friendly to the stomach and liver; 
powerful against poison; and highly esteemed, by the 
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ancients, iis a delicious food. And so Mairaonides and 
Kimchi expound the word. 

Almonds.'] They are fitly joined with pistachioes, as he 
observes ; bcingfructus congeneres: and Dioscorides treats 
of them together ; and Theophrastus describes the pista- 
chio as ofxoiov rate afivydaXoig, like unto almonds. (Vid. 
Canaan, lib. i.) 

Ver. 12. Take double money.] Other money besides 
their first. Which, if it signify as much more as the first, 
the reason was, because he thought corn might now be 
grown dearer. 

Ver. 14. If 1 he bereaved, I am bereaved.] I submit 
unto it, and will bear it as patiently as I am able. Or, as 
some paraphrase it, I have been bereaved of Joseph and 
Simeon, so now I am of Benjamin: no new things happen 
to me; but I have been used to such afflictions f which I 
may therefore bear more equally. 

Ver. 15. Stood btfore Joseph.] Presented themselves to 
him in his office (as we speak), or, in the place where he 
gave audience to those who came to petition him, or to 
buy corn of him. For it is plain, by the next verse, that 
he was not at his own house. 

Ver. 16. Bring these men home.] Conduct them to my 
house. 

And stay.] The Hebrew phrase signifies a great slaugh- 
ter; of several sorts of creatures, perhaps; that there 
might be a plentiful provision. 

Ver. 18. And the men were afraid, &c] Every thing (as 
was observed, xlii. 28.) terrifies a guilty conscience. 

And fall upon us.] i. e. Kill us. 

And take w for bondmen, &c] Rather, [or take us for 
bondmen, and our asses. 

Ver. 19. They came near to the steward, &c] They de- 
sired to speak with him, before they entered into the house, 
that they might set themselves right in his opinion. 

Ver. 20. We came at the first time to buy food.] And wo 
paid for it what was demanded. 

Ver. 21. When we came to the inn, &c] There we found 
that very money, to a farthing, in our sacks' mouths, &c. 

Ver, 22. We cannot tell who put our money, &c] We 
are ignorant how it came there ; but suppose it was by 
some mistake : and therefore have brought it again, with 
new money for another purchase. 

Ver. 23. Peace be to you.] Trouble not yourselves about 
that matter. 

Your God, and the God of your fathers, &c.] This ste- 
ward had learned of Joseph the knowledge of the true God : 
to whose kindness he bids them ascribe this event. 

And lie brought Simeon out unto them.] Unbound ; as 
free as themselves. 

Ver. 24. Gave them water.] Ordered water to be brought, 
as the custom was, to wash their feet. (See xviii. 4.) 

Ver. 2(S. Bowed themselves to the ground.] Here again 
was Joseph's dream fulfilled. (See xlii. 0.) 

Ver. 28. Thy servant our father, &c] Here they made 
a reverence to him in the name of their father : whereby 
that part of the dream (xxxvii. 9, 10.) which concerned 
him, was also fulfilled. And they speak likewise of him 
in ai; humble style, signifying his inferiority to Joseph. 

Vei. 29. Saw his brother Benjamin.] He had seen him 
before, (ver.lG.) but did not think fit to take notice of him 
at the first: or, perhaps, was then full of business, when 



they presented themselves at their first appearance; and 
had not leisure to speak with them till dinner-time. 

God be gracious unto thee, my son.] He blessed him, as 
superiors were wont to do those below them : whom they 
called their sons, with respect to themselves, as fathers 
of the country. 

Ver. 30. His bowels did yearn.] He felt a great commo- 
tion within himself, which he was not able to keep from 
breaking out; and therefore he made haste out of the room 
where they were, as if some other business called him 
away. 

Ver. 31. Set on bread.] Set the dinner upon the table. 
Ver. 32. And they set one for him by himself, &c] There 
seems to have been three tables. One where he sat alone 
in state, another where his brethren sat, and a third where 
the great men of Egypt were entertained. 

For the Egyptians might not eat bread with the Hebrews, 
&c] Because the Hebrews (saith Jonathan) did eat those 
beasts which the Egyptians worshipped. And to the same 
purpose writes Onkelos. In which regard the Egyptians 
were as scrupulous to eat with a Grecian in aftertimes, as 
now with a Hebrew. So Bochart observes out of Athe- 
nacus, lib. vii. Deipnos. where Anaxandrides, a comedian, 
jeers the Egyptians for worshipping an eel, as a great 
god, whom we, saith he, think to be most excellent meat. 
And out of Herodotus, who, in his Euterpe, (cap. 41.) 
saith no Egyptian man or woman would kiss the mouth of 
a Greek ; nor make use of a knife, a spit, or a pot, belong- 
ing to them ; nor take a bit of beef cut with a Greek's 
knife. (See Bochart's Hierozoic. par. vi. lib. ii. cap. 53. And 
Dr. Spencer, de Hit. Hebr. p. 125.) But though it appear 
by such passages, that, in the time of Herodotus and other 
forenamed writers, several animals were held so sacred 
among the Egyptians that th§y would not eat them, yet it 
may well be questioned, whether it were so in the days of 
Joseph. For there is not the least sign of it in this story ; 
much less of their worshipping such creatures : the wor- 
ship of the famous ox, called Apis, being a much later in- 
vention, as many learned men have demonstrated: and 
some of them having given probable reasons that Joseph 
himself was the person at first represented by that figure 
under the name of Ab, i. e. Father of his country. (See Ger. 
Vossius, lib. i. de Idol. cap. 29.) 

Therefore it is most likely, that this abhorrence is to be 
resolved only into the very different manners of the He- 
brews from the Egyptians: particularly at their meals, in 
the way of dressing their meat, or in their eating. For we 
know some of the Jews themselves afterwards scrupled to 
eat with those who had unwashen hands; and several na- 
tions have avoided such familiarity with others, merely on 
the account of their different customs ; of which the Egyp- 
tians were exceeding tenacious, as Herodotus himself in- 
forms us, particularly in their eating. For he concludes 
his discourse about their feasts with this observation: (in 
his book beforementioned, cap. 28.) Uarplotm Se xP e( *>fi* voc 
vofioKTt, aXXov avSlva hrtKriu>vTati Using their oivn country 
customs, they receive no other. And in the ninety-first 
chapter of the same book he saith, that as they would use 
no Greek customs, so (to speak all in a word) jurjS' aAAwv 
imSafia, &c. Neither would they use the customs of any other 
men in the world whatsoever. Nay, one part of Egypt dif- 
fered extremely from another; for in the Theban province 
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they abstained from sheep, and sacrificed goats; but, in 
the Mendesian, quite contrary, they abstained from goats, 
and sacrificed sheep: as he tells us in his Euterpe, (cap. 
42.) And the wisest of them were so nicely superstitious, 
that some of them thought it unlawful to eat of the head of 
any living creature; others the shoulder-blade; others of 
the feet ; others of some like part. So Sextus Empiricus 
tells us: (lib. iii. Pyrrh. Hypot. cap. 24.) AiyvTrrivjv Si rwv 
ooj>u)v uvat vojju%0fitvtt)v, of plv Kt^aXqv £wou i>ayuv avitpov 
uvat vojuf£ov<r*v, &c. Upon which score I do not know but 
such kind of people might be so whimsical, as to refuse to 
eat with one another'. 

Ver. 33. Tliey sat before him.'] For that was the custom 
before the way of lying upon beds was invented. (See 
xxvii. 19. xxxvii. 25.) 

And the men marvelled one at another.] That they should 
be so exactly disposed, according to the order of their 
birth: and so kindly treated by one that had lately used 
them very roughly. 

Ver. 34. And he tool: and sent messes, &c] Ordered 
those that waited to take and carry messes from his own 
table unto theirs. For such was the ancient custom, for 
great men to honour such as wore in their favour, by send- 
ing dishes to them, which were first served up to them- 
selves: from whence they were called missa, messes, 
things sent. The ancient way of eating also is to be ob- 
served, which was not like ours: as appears by Plutarch 
in his Sympos. lib. ii. Q. nit. where he disputes, which 
was the better custom, to eat out of one common dish, or 
every one to have a dish to himself, as the manner was 
in old time; when, all the meat being set on the table, 
the master of the feast distributed to every one his por- 
tion. 

Benjamins mess was five times as much, &c] He had five 
dishes to their one: which was intended as a peculiar 
respect to him. Or, as others understand it, there was 
five times as much meat in his mess, as in one of theirs. 
Which might well be part, of the cause of their wonder, 
(ver. 33.) 

And they drank.] After they had dined, plenty of wine 
was brought in, for every one to drink as much as he 
pleased. For such is the custom of the Abyssines at this 
day, not to drink or talk at dinner, but after the meat is 
taken away; as Ludolphus assures us from Telezius; who 
takes it to have been the ancient custom among other na- 
tions, particularly the Romans ; for which he alleges those 
verses of Virgil, iEneid. i. 

" Postquam prima quies epulis, mensaeque remota;, 
Crateras magnas statuunt, et vina coronant." 

I mention wine here in Egypt: for though Herodotus 
saith in his days they had no vines, but used drink made of 
barley, i. e. such as ours, (lib. ii. cap. 77.) yet in the time 
of Joseph it seems to have been otherwise. For it is not 
likely the chief butler would have dreamt of a vine and 
grapes, and pressing them into Pharaoh's cup, (xl, 9, 10, 
11.) if ho had never seen them in Egypt, 

And they were merry with him.] So we well translate the 
last words of this chapter; which signify their drinking 
plentifully; more liberally than at home: not till they were 
drunk (as R. Solomon saith some used to abuse this place, 
to countenance that vice), but till they were very cheerful. 



For they could not be so senseless, as, before so great a 
man in a strange place, where tlrey were also full of fear, 
to make themselves drunk. 



CHAP. XLIV. 

Ver. 1. JT ILL the men's sacks with food, as much as they 
can carry.] This seems to be an order, to load them mote 
liberally than at their first coming, (xlii. 25.) 

Ver. 2. And put my cup, &c] The Hebrew word ga- 
biah signifies an embossed cup (as we now speak), or a 
bowl; or goblet with a great belly: which St. Jerome 
translates scyphus. This he ordered his steward to put in 
Benjamin's sack, that he might make a trial of his bre- 
thren's concern for him, and affection both to him and to 
their father: and whether they would discover any envy to 
Benjamin, because of his extraordinary kindness to him. 

Ver. 3. The men were sent aiuay.] Had a pass, we may 
suppose, from Joseph ; to carry so much corn out of the 
country, as their asses were loaded withal. 

Ver. 4. Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for good?] 
Being entertained so kindly at my master's table, why have 
ye stolen his cup ? 

Ver. 5. Is not this it wherein my lord drinieth.] Did you 
not think this would be presently inquired after ? 

And whereby indeed he divineth?] The Hebrew word 
nachash, which we translate divine, it is very likely was 
anciently of an indifferent signification. And • therefore 
Grotius thinks that Joseph meant by this speech, that he 
used this cup in his drink-offerings; when he sacrificed 
to prepare himself to receive Divine presages. But, I 
think, we had better say, there was a kind of divination by 
cups (though we know not what it was), as we arc certain 
there was by many other things among the Greeks (who 
borrowed much of their religion from the Egyptians), than 
give tliis or other such-like interpretation of these words: 
particularly, their observing the sparkling of the wine in 
their libations. For it seems plain to me, that Joseph 
speaks of the cup he used at his own table; and it is not 
probable that he used the same in sacrifices to God. Such 
vessels as were used in Divine service were not used in 
their own: being held sacred; and therefore separated from 
common use; and kept so safe, no doubt, that it was not 
easy to steal them. He speaks therefore of some divina- 
tion that was used at their meals: which doth not signify 
that Joseph practised it, nor doth his steward say he did ; 
but only asks such a question, as might make them think 
he did. For, being a known interpreter of dreams, people, 
perhaps, thought he was skilled also in the arts of divina- 
tion. But the words arc still capable of a more simple in- 
terpretation. For nachash sometimes signifies no more 
than to make an experiment: as in the words of Laban, ' 
(xxx. 27.) And so the meaning may be (as Aben Ezra 
expounds this passage), Might you not have considered, 
that my master made a trial (so we interpret in the margin), 
by laying this in your way, whether you were honest men or 
jilchers, as you are now proved to be? Or, as others will 
have it, this is the cup wherein he drinks himself, and finds 
out what is in other men, when they drink liberally with 
him at his table as you lately did. But the former is more 
likely to be the meaning. 
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Ye have done evil in so doing.} You have rendered your- 
selves very criminal by this fact. Or, you have done very 
foolishly in stealing a thing of this nature ; which, being in 
continual use, would be soon missed. 

Ver. 7. God forbid that thy servants, &c] 'They dis- 
claim the charge, with the greatest vehemence. 

Ver. 8. Behold the money, &c] And bring a very good 
proof of their honesty. 

Ver. 9. Both let him die, and we also, &c] Sometimes 
innocence makes men too confident; and less cautious 
than, in prudence, they ought to be. For their money hav- 
ing been put into their sacks, they knew not how, it was 
reasonable to have suspected this also might prove true. 

Ver. 10. Now also let it be according to your word, &c] 
I desire not so much ; but only that he with whom the cup 
is found be my bondman, as you propound. 

My bondman.'] He speaks in the name and place of his 
master; by whom he was sent after them; and for whom 
he acted. 

Ver. 11. Then they speedily took down, &c] They were 
desirous to have their innocence cleared, without delay. 

Ver. 13. Rent their clothes.] As the manner was, when 
any sad thing befel them, (xxxvii. 29. 34.) 

Ver. 14. Judah and his brethren came, &c] He is men- 
tioned by name, though not the eldest son ; because he was 
chiefly concerned for Benjamin, (xliii. 9.) and, as the Jews 
fancy, stood to him in this distress, when the rest would 
have delivered him up as a bondman : resolving either to 
set him free, or to be a bondman with him. 

For he tvas yet there.] Not gone from home, since he 
gave order to his steward to pursue them. 

They fell before him on the ground.] The dream of Jo- 
seph was again fulfilled. (Sec xlii. 6.) . 

Ver. 15. Wot ye not that such a man as I can certainly 
divine ?] Could not I, who foretold this grievous famine, 
discover such a theft as this, which you have committed ? 

Ver. 16. And Judah said.] He standing bound, as I said, 
(ver. 14.) for Benjamin to his father, took upon him to plead 
his cause: which Benjamin, being young, could not do so 
well himself. And indeed Judah seems to have been a man 
of the best sense, courage, and eloquence, among them. 

What shall tve say to my lord? Wliat shall we speak? 
or how, &c] A most pathctical beginning, and very apt to 
move compassion ! 

God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants, &c] 
Having made some pause, after those words, How shall we 
clear ourselves? he proceeds to an ingenuous acknowledg- 
ment, that he and his brethren had been guilty of many 
sins; for which God had now brought them hither to suffer 
the punishment of them. Yet he neither confesses this par- 
ticular guilt, nor denies it, nor excuses it; but, acknowledg- 
ing God's justice, cast himself and his brethren upon Jo- 
seph's mercy. - 

Ver. 18. Tlien Judah came near to him.] The equity 
which appeared in Joseph (expressed in the words fore- 
going) emboldened Judah to approach nearer to him. For 
he seems to have spoken the former words as soon as he 
entered the room ; when he and his brethren cast them- 
selves down on the ground, (ver. 14.) 

Speak a word in my lord's ears.] Have a favourable 
audience for a few words more. For he doth not mean to 
speak to him privately ; and by a word he means all the 

VOL. I. 



following speech, which he makes as short as it was pos- 
sible. 

And let not thy anger burn against thy servant.] And be 
pleased to hear me out, with patience. 

For thou art even as Pharaoh.] I know before whom I 
speak : and therefore will not impertinently trouble thee ; 
but barely lay the state of our case before thee. 

Ver. 20. A little one.] So Benjamin was, in comparison 
with themselves. 

He alone is left of his mother, &c] We do not read, that 
they had said this to Joseph before ; but only that the 
youngest was with their father, (xlii. 13. 32.) But no doubt, 
Judah remembers him now of nothing, but what had 
been then delivered; but related more briefly than it is 
here. 

Ver. 27. My wife bare me two sons.] He called Rachel 
his wife, as if. he had no other, because she was the only 
person he designed to marry, and was by consequence his 
principal wife. 

Ver. 30. His life is bound up in the lad's life.] It so 
depends upon the life of this son, that if he think he be 
dead, he will die with grief also. 

Ver. 33. Let thy servant abide instead of the lad,%cc] 
It will be the same to thee (nay, I may be able to do thee 
more service), and the greatest act of pity to our aged 
father. 

Ver. 34. For how shall I, go up to my father, &c] I 
must abide here too, if thou wilt not dismiss him ; for I 
am not able to see my father die. 

There is nothing could be said more moving than what 
is delivered in this speech of Judah's ; which flowed, any 
one may see, from such natural passions, as no art can 
imitate: which makes me wish that they, who think these 
historical books of Scripture were written with no spirit 
but that with which honest men now write the history .of 
their country, or the lives of any famous persons, would 
seriously read and consider this speech of Judah's to 
Joseph, together with the foregoing dialogue between Ja- 
cob and his sons (from the 19th verse of the forty-second 
chapter, to the 15th of the forty-third); and, I hope, it may 
make them change their opinion, and be of the mind of 
Dr. Jackson, (b. i. on the Creed, chap. 4.) " That seeing 
such passages are related by men who affect no art, and 
who lived long after the parties that first uttered them; we 
cannot conceive how all particulars could be so naturally 
and fully recorded, unless they had been suggested by his 
Spirit who gives mouth and speech to men. Who being 
alike present to all successions, is able to communicate 
the secret thoughts of forefathers to their children; and put 
the very words of the deceased (never registered before) 
into the mouths or pens of their successors, for many gene- 
rations after : and that as exactly and distinctly, as if they 
had been caught in characters of steel or brass, as they 
issued out of their mouth. For it is plain, every circum- 
stance is here "related, with such natural specifications (as 
he speaks), as if Moses had heard them talk; and therefore 
could not have been thus represented to us unless they had 
been written by his direction, who knows all things; as 
well forepast, as present, or to come." 

Philo justly admired this speech, which he liath ex- 
pressed in an eloquent paraphrase : and Josephus hath 
endeavoured to outdo him. 

T 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



138 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap. xly. 



CHAP. XLV. 



Vcr. 1. \jOULD not refrain himself] Tears began to run 
down his checks; or, were ready to burst out with such 
violence that he could not hinder tliem. 

Cause every man to go out from me.'] lie would not have 
the Egyptians to be witnesses of his brethren's guilt;" nor 
did it become his dignity to be seen by them in such d pas- 
sion: and therefore he commanded those that attended 
him to leave him alone with his brethren. 

*Ver. 2. He wept aloud.] Which we express very pro- 
perly in our language, he 'cried. t For tears having been 
long suppressed, are wont, when they break out, to be ac- 
companied with some noise. 

And the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard.] 
They whom he sent forth; being in the next rooms, heard 
him cry, and reported what a passion he was in to the 
whole court. 

Ver. 3. I am Joseph.] This word made them start; as 
appears by the next verse. 

Doth my father yet live ?] ,May I believe what you have 
told me? (xliii. 28.) He saith not this because he doubted 
of it: but to express his joy at that good news. 

And they could not answer him.] Being astonished, as it 
follows, at his presence. For they could not but reflect 
upon their cruel usage of him; arid now saw him in full 
power to punish them. 

Ver. 4. Come near to me, I pray you.] This, I think, 
signifies, that they had started back, as men affrighted : 
and therefore he invites them kindly to approach him. 

I am Joseph your brother.] This word brother, added to 
what he said before, (ver. 3.) was a comfort to them. For 
it shewed that his greatness did *not make 'him forget his 
relation. 

Whom you sold into Egypt.] Nor their uhkindness alien- 
ated his affection from them. 

Ver. 5. Noiv therefore be not grieved, fcc] t)o not afflict 
yourselves too much for your sin, because God hath turned 
it into good.- 

God sent me before yon, &c] When you thought only to 
be rid of me, God intended another thing, which is now 
come to pass. .For he hath made me an instrument of 
preserving all your lives. A most happy event of amost 
wicked deed ! . 

Ver. C. Neither earing nor harvest.] Or, lib ploughing, 
sowing, or harvest. , For to what purpose should they sow, 
when they knew (if they believed Joseph) that nothing 
would come of it?. 

Ver. 7. And God sent me before you, &;c] He repeats 
what he had said, (ver. 5.) concerning the hand of God in 
this business; that, by fixing their thoughts upon his pro- 
vidence, they might be less oppressed with the weight of 
their own guilt. 

To save your lives by a great deliverance.] In a wonder- 
ful manner. 

Ver. 8. It teas not you, but God, &c] He 'mentions this 
a third time, that they might see he did not think so much 
•on their unkindness, as on God's great goodness: and there- 
fore be Confident, he would not remember what they had 
done to him ; but what God had done for them all. 
Hath made me a father unto Pharaoh.] Given mc the 

Digitized by 



authority of a father with him ; so that he honours me, 
and doth nothing without my advice and counsel. And 
there was very good reason for it, his wisdom being so 
great and experienced, " Ut non ah homine sed ;\ Deo 
responsa dari viderentur," (as Trogus, an ancient histo- 
rian among the heathen, observes) that his ansivers Seemed 
not to be given by a man, but by God. Which made him 
" regi percharum," very dear to the king, as the same au- 
thor relates, who tells also the story of his being sold by 
his brethren; who envied his excellent wit. (See Justin, 
lib. kxxVi. cap. 2.) 
Lord of all his house.] The principal person in his court* 
And hder throughout all the land of Egypt.] Chief go- 
vernor of the whole country, in which were several pro- 
vinces, which hdd distinct governors, who were all under 
the government of Joseph. 

Ver. 10. TMu shall "dwell in the land of Goshen.] This 
was that part of the lower Egypt which lfty next to Arabia 
and Palestine, abounding with fair pastures, being watered 
by many streams from the Nile. Certain it is, it lay next 
to Canaan ; for Jacob went directly thither when he came 
into Egypt, and stayed there till Joseph came to him,(xlvi. 
23.) 

And thou shall be near nnto me.] Therefore the royal 
city (where Joseph resided, that he might be always near 
to Pharaoh) was at this time in the lower Egypt, at Zoan, 
(Psal. Ixxviii. 43.) which other authors call Tanis ; which 
was situated not far from that mouth of the Nile Avhich 
Plutarch calls rdviTiKov <rr6fia. For that part- of Egypt is 
called the higher Where Nile runs only in one stream ; that 
the lower where it divides into many; and from its trian- 
gular form is called by the Greeks AAra. In the eastern 
part of which, or very near it, towards the Red Sea, was 
this country, called 'the land of Goshen. 

This argues the great authority of Joseph, that he makes 
such promises as these, before he had asked the consent 
of Phhraoh. 

Ver. 12. And behold, your eyes see, &c] You chnnot 
but be convinced, by the lineaments you see in my face, 
and by the language which I speak, : and by all the things 
which I have related concerning the state of our family, 
that indeed it is your brother Joseph who speaks to you. 
Or, more simply, you have it not by hearsay, which might 
deceive you ; but are eye-witnesses that I am alive, itnd 
say these things to yon. 

Ver. 13. Tell my father of all my glory.] Of the great 
honour which is ? done me in Egypt. 

Ver. 15. His brethren talked with him.] After their fright 
was over, and he had so affectionately embraced them, 
they conversed freely and familiarly with him ; acknow- 
ledging, it is likely, their crime, and acquainting him with 
what had passed in their family since' they committed it. - 
Ver. 16. And the fame thereof Sec] All the court rang 
(as we speak) with the news of Joseph's brethren being 
come; and tMt they were to fetch their father and settle iii 
Egypt. For Joseph (it appears by the next verse) went 
and acquainted : Pharaoh with his desire. 

And it pleased Pharaoh well, and his servants.] No 

wonder that Pharaoh, who had raised Joseph so high, was 

pleased to be kind to his father and family ; and the court 

follows the pleasure of the-king. 

Ver. 17. Pharaoh said unto Joseph, &c] This no doubt 
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was the answer Pharaoh made to Joseph's petition; where- 
in he grants him not only what he asked, but all con- 
ducing to it. 

Ver. IS. I will give you the good of the land, &c] The 
richest part of the country, which produces the noblest 
fruits. 

Ver. 19. Noiv thou art commanded.'] Now that thou hast 
my warrant for it, go about it presently. 

Ver. 20. Regard not your stuff.'] If there be not waggons 
enough to bring all your stuff, do not matter it ; you shall 
have better here. But the -Vulgar seems to take it in a 
quite contrary sen^e, as if he had said, Leave nothing behind 
you ; but bring all you have with you, if you think good : 
though whatsoever the land of Egypt affords is all yours. 

AH the good of the land of Egypt, &c] You shall not 
want when you come hither, if it be to be had in Egypt. 

Ver. 21. Gave them waggons.] And horses, no doubt, to 
draw them; with which Egypt abounded. 

Ver. 22. To each man changes of raiment.] Two vests, 
or robes, as St. Jerome translates it : otherwise there >vould 
not have been a change. These were part of the. ancient 
riches, as much as money. 

Ver. 23. After this manner,] The Hebrew word qezoth 
signifies, according to that which he had given to Benjamin, 
i. e. money, and several changes of raiment: besides what 
follows, "ten asses laden with the good things of Egypt/' 
&c. 

Bread and meat.] i. e. All manner of provision. 

Ver. 24. See that ye fall not out, &c] About what you 
have formerly done to me, or any thing else that I have 
said to you. But when you reflect upon younselling me, 
adore the providence of God, which by that means brought 
about your happiness and mine. 

Ver. 26. His heart fainted.] At the mention of Joseph's 
name he fell into a swoon ; being fully persuaded he was 
dead, and giving no credit to what; they said of bis being 
alive. 

Ver. 27. And they told him all the words of Joseph.] 
When he was come to himself, they, related all that had 
passed between them and Joseph ; how great a man he 
was, and how desirous to see him, &c. (ver. 13.) 

And when he saw the waggons.] Had not only heard their 
relation, but saw also those carriages (which ,no doubt 
were splendid, and suitable to Joseph's quality) that were 
come to bring him into Egypt, he looked upon them as a 
sufficient confirmation of the good news. 

The spirit of Jacob revived.] Which Bochart translates, 
"• Pristino vigori rcstitutus est/' he wasrestored to his for- 
mer vigour. Not only recovered, perfectly from his faint- 
ing fit, but raised to a greater liveliness than he had felt 
since the loss of Joseph. 

Ver. 28. It is enough, &c] I wish for no more but to 
see him ; and then I shall be content to*dic. 



CHAR XLVL 

Ver. 1. K/AME to Beer-sheba.] Which was in- his way 
from Hebron (where he now lived, xxxv. 27.) into Egypt; 
lying in the most southerly parts of Canaan, near that 
wilderness through which the Israelites went when they 
came from Egypt. 



. And offered sacrifice.] Recommended himself and Iris 
family unto God's protection in his journey to Egypt, and 
,unto his preservation when he came there. And he the 
rather. called upon God in this place, because both his 
father and grandfather had found favour with him here, 
.(xxi. 33.xxvi.23.) 

Unto the God of his father Isaac] Who was his imme- 
diate ancestor, and had conferred the blessing of Abraham 
upon him; and therefore he mentions him rather than 
Abraham. 

. Ver. 2. In the visions of the night.] See upon xx. 3. 
> Jacob, Jacob.] He redoubles his name to awaken his at- 
tention; and he calls him Jacob rather than Israel (as he 
js called in the beginning of the verse), to remember him 
what he was originally, and that by his favour he was made 
Israel. 

Ver. 3. Fear not to go down into Egypt.] He was afraid, 
perhaps, that if Joseph should die, his family might be 
( made slaves ; for which lie had some reason, from what 
was said to Abraham, in a like vision, (xv. 13.) 

Iivill make of thee a great nation.] He renews the pro- 
mise, which at the same time was made to Abraham, that 
his seed should be as numerous as the stars of heaven, 
(xv.6.) 

Ver. 4. I will go down with thee, &c.] Take caTe of thee 
in thy journey, that np^evii shall befal thee; and preserve 
.thee and thy family there. 

And bring thee up again.] i.e. His posterity, who should . 
multiply there: for the Scripture speaks of parents and 
children as one person. 

Put his' hands upon thine eyes.] Be with thee when thou 
leavest this world; and take care of thy funeral, when thou 
art dead. For this was the first thing that was done, when 
one expired, to close his eyes ; which was performed both 
among Greeks and Romans (as many authors inform us) 
by the nearest relations, or dearest friends. (See Mr. Sei- 
dell, lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 7. n. 12. and Menochius de 
JRepub. Heb. lib. viii. cap.. 4. qu. xi.) 

In short,, by these words God assures him that Joseph 
.should notdie, .while he, lived, (as Mr. Selden observes out 
of Baal-haturim,in his additions to the fo renamed chapter, 
p. 737.) and that he should die in peace, having his children 
about him. 

Ver. 7. His daughters.] He had but one daughter, and 
therefore the plural number, is used for the singular , (as 
ver. 23, sonsis put for son), or else he includes his grand- 
daughter, who in Scripture language is called the daughter 
of her grandfather. But the first seems the truest account, 
if what is said ver. 13. be considered. .Where the, whole 
number of his descendants from Leah being summed up, 
Dinah (under Ihe name of daughters) must be taken in, to 
makeup three-and-thirty ; reckoning, Jacpb. himself also 
for one of .them. 

Ver. 9. Hanoch.] From whom came the family of the 
Hanocjiitcs, as we read Numb, xxvi.5. 

Phallu.] From whom, in like manner, sprung the family 
of the Phalluites, as. Moses, there notes; and says, the 
same of the rest of Reuben's sons, that they were the 
fathers of families, when they came into Egypt. 

Ver. 10. JemueL] This $on of Simeon is called Nemucl 
in Numb. x^vi. 12. and 1 Chron. iv. 24. 

Ohad.] He is named among the sons of Simeon, when 
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Moses was sent to bring them out of Egypt, (Exod.vi. 15.) 
But either he had no posterity, or they were extinct: for 
shortly after there is no mention of him, in Numb. xxvi. 12. 
Nor is he to be found among his sons in 1 Chron. iv. 24. 

Jachin] Is called Jarib in 1 Chron. i v. 24. and is thought 
by some to have been the grandfather of Zimri, whom 
Phinehasslewin his fornication with the Midianitish woman. 
Ver. 12. Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan.] And 
therefore are not to be numbered among them that went 
down into Egypt: but, instead of them, the two sons of 
Pharez are set down, though, perhaps, not now born ; to 
supply the place of Er and Onan. 

The sons of Pliarez tvere Hezron and Hamul.] When 
Jacob went down into Egypt, Pharez was so young, that 
one can scarce think he had two sons at that time : but they 
were born soon after, before Jacob died. And St. Austin 
seems to have truly judged, that Jacob's descent into Egypt 
comprehends all the seventeen years which he lived after it. 
Or, we may conceive it possible, that their mother was 
with child of them when Jacob went down into Egypt. 
For then Pharez is thought to have been fourteen years 
old ; at which age it is so far from being incredible that he 
might have two sons, that, in these later ages, some have 
begotten a child when they were younger. Jul.Scaliger, 
a man of unquestionable credit, assures. us that in his me- 
mory there was a boy, not quite twelve years old, who had 
a daughter by a cousin of his, who was not quite ten. 
u Rem notam narro, et cujus memoria adhuc recens est in 
Aquitania." This was a known thing, the memory of which 
was then fresh in Aquitain. 

Ver. 13. And the sons of Issachar, Tola.] Some have 

wondered that he should give his eldest son a name that 

signifies a worm. Perhaps it was (asBochart conjectures) 

because he was a poor shrivelled child when he was born, 

not likely to live. And yet it pleased God, that he became 

a great man, from whom sprang a numerous offspring, 

(Niimb. xxvi. 23.) and so fruitful, that in the days of David, 

there were numbered above two-and- twenty thousand of 

them, (1 Chron. vii. 2.) who were men of might and valour. 

Ver. 15. Which she bare unto Jacob in Padan-Aram.] 

She bare the fathers of them there; but the children were 

bom in Canaan. 

All the souls of his sons and daughters, &c] See ver. 7. 

Ver. 10. RacJiel, Jacob's wife.] She was his only choice, 

as was noted before, on xliv. 27. 

Ver. 21. The sons of Benjamin, &c] He being now but 
about twenty-four years old, we cannot well think he had 
all these sons when ho went down into Egypt: but some of 
them were born afterward, before Jacob died, as was said 
before, (ver. 12.) Yet they are all here mentioned, because 
they were most of them now born, and all became the heads 
of families in their tribe. It is possible he might begin so 
early to beget children, as to have all these before they 
went into Egypt. (See ver. 12.) 

Vcr.2G. Come out of his loins.] In the Hebrew, out of 
his thigh. A modest expression : the parts serving for the 
propagation of mankind being placed between the thighs. 
All the souls were threescore and six.] i.e. Leaving out 
Joseph and his two sons (who did not come with Jacob into 
E &ypt> but were there already) and Jacob himself (who 
could not be said to come out of his own loins), they made 
just this number. 
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Ver. 27. All the souls which came into Egy pt, were three- 
score and ten.] There is a rema kable difference between 
this verse and the foregoing. There (ver. 2G.)they only are 
numbered who came with Jacob into Egypt: which were 
no more than threescore and six. But here are numbered 
all that came into Egypt (viz. first and last), which plainly 
comprehend Jacob, Joseph, and his two sons; and make up 
threescore and ten. 

Ver. 28. And he sent Judah before him.] Who seems by 
the whole story to have been the most eminent among Ja- 
cob's children, when Joseph was gone; as was noted be- 
fore, (xliv. 14.) 

To direct his way, &c] To give Joseph notice of his 
coming; and'to receive directions from him, in what part 
of Goshen he should expect him. 

And they came into the land of Goshen.] Into that part 
of it which Joseph had appointed. 

Ver. 29. Presented himself to him.] With such reverence 
as a son owes to his father, who embraced him most ten- 
derly. For some refer the next words to Jacob, he fell on 
his neck, &c; which expresses tho highest affection. 

And wept on his neck a goodwhile.'] We read before how 
Joseph fell upon Benjamin's neck, and wept ; which was 
answered by the like endearments on Benjamin's part, 
(xlv. 14.) But the affection wherewith* Jacob embraced 
Joseph (as Maimonides understands it), or (as "R.Solomon 
Jarchi) Joseph embraced his father, far surpassed that. 
For they continued longer enfolded in one another's arms ; 
where tears of joy flowed so fast,- that for a good while 
they could not speak. 

Ver. 30. And Israel said unto Joseph.] Some make this 
an argument, that it was Joseph, who, lighting out of his 
chariot, threw himself into his father's arms and wept, &c. 
which made Moses now more distinctly mention who said 
the following words. 

Now let me die, &c] These words signify that he now 
enjoyed the utmost happiness he could desire on earth ; 
which therefore he was willing to leave, because nothing 
could be added to it. These were the first thoughts which 
his passion suggested to him; though to live with Joseph, 
and to enjoy his conversation, was far more than barely to 
see his face. 

Ver. 32. The men are shepherds, &c] He seems to have 
been afraid, lest Pharaoh should have preferred his brethren, 
and made them courtiers, or commanders in the army, &c. 
which might have procured them the envy of the Egyptians: 
and, besides, have separated them one from another. 
Whereas, by professing themselves shepherds, and traders 
in cattle, they kept all together in a body, separate from 
the Egyptians. Which two reasons are suggested by Jo- 
sephus. 

Ver. 33. What is your occupation?] Your way of living: 
for men did not live idly in those days. 

Ver. 34. Ye shall say, Thy servants 9 trade hath been, &c.] 
He directs them to justify what he told them he would in- 
form Pharaoh. 

That ye may dwell in the land of Goshen.] A rich 
country, abounding with pasturage, and also next adjoin- 
ing to Canaan, (as was noted before, xlv. 10.) unto which, 
when the time came, they might the more easily return. 

For every shepherd.] Not universally, without limitation, 
but every foreign shepherd. For a considerable part of 
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the Egyptian people were shepherds, as Diodorus Siculus 
tells us, (lib. i. §. 2. p. 47. edit. Steph.) where he saith, the 
country being divided into three parts, the priests had one, 
their king a second, and the soldiers a third : and there 
were three other ranks of men under these, viz. shepherds, 
husbandmen, and artificers. The husbandmen, he saith, 
served their king, and priests, and military men, in tilling 
their ground, for small wages, and spent all their time in 
it. And the like account, he saith, is given of their shep- 
herds, who, from their forefathers, followed that way of 
living. Which makes it plain they could not abominate 
those who were so serviceable to them; though they might 
contemn them as mean people, who never rose to any 
higher employment. But we need not go to him for the 
proof of this : it being apparent from this very book, that 
the Egyptians had sheep, and oxen, as well as horses and 
asses, which they sold to Joseph for corn in the time of 
famine, (xlvii. 17.) and that Pharaoh spake to Joseph to 
make such of his brethren as were men of skill, rulers over 
his flocks, (xlvii. 6.) which is a demonstration they bred 
cattle as well as other nations. And therefore, if we will 
understand this to be true of all shepherds, without excep- 
tion, then, by Egyptians (to whom shepherds are said to 
be an abomination), we must not understand all the people 
of the country of Egypt (shepherds being a part of them), 
but only the courtiers and great men, as in xlv. 2. the 
Egyptians are said to hear Joseph weep, t. e. those that 
belonged to the court: who, it is likely, despised shepherds 
(as Rupertus Tuitiensis long ago expounded this passage); 
but that is far short of abominating them; which the Hebrew 
word imports. But after all this, I do not see how they 
could be contemptible, if it be true which the same Dio- 
dorus saith, p. 58. That when they buried a corpse, and 
made the funeral encomium, they never mentioned the pa- 
rentage of the deceased ; r Y7roAajuj3avovr€c airavrag bfioiwg 
ivytvtig tlvai rove kut AtywTov, making account that all the 
people of Egypt were alike. well-born. 

We must confine therefore this assertion to foreign shep- 
herds ; and it is not easy to give the reason why they were 
an abomination to the Egyptians, who were shepherds 
themselves. Onkclos and Jonathan, with a great many 
others, think that they would not - converse (for that is 
meant by abomination) with the Hebrew shepherds; be- 
cause they had no greater regard to those creatures which 
the Egyptians worshipped, than to breed them up to be 
eaten. But there is no good proof that they worshipped 
sheep or oxen in those days: and, on the contrary, it ap- 
pears both out of Herodotus, and Diodorus Siculus, that 
they sacrificed such creatures in their days, and also eat 
of the sacrifices when they had done. (See Herodot. in 
Euterpe, cap. 40, 41.) And therefore the reason given by 
others for this abhorrence is not solid; that the Egyptians 
did eat no flesh, and upon that score could not endure 
those that did. This is the account which Aben Ezra 
gives of this matter ; who fancies they were like the In- 
dians, in his time, who abominated shepherds, because 
they drunk milk ; contrary to their manners, who tasted 
nothing that came from any living creature. But, as it 
cannot be proved that this superstition was so old as 
Jacob's time; so the contrary is evident from this. very 
book, (xliii. 1G.) where Joseph bids his steward go home 
and slay and make ready a dinner for his brethren; whom 



he did not intend to entertain after the Hebrew but after 
the Egyptian fashion; that he might not be known by 
them. And so Herodotus informs us, that in his days,* 
though they abstained from some animals, yet* they eat of 
others, both fish and birds: (Euterpe, cap. 78.) And Dio-' 
dorus, giving an account after ,what manner their kings" 
lived, saith they used a simple diet, eating veal and geese, 
&c. (lib. i. §. 2. p. 45. edit. Steph.) 

Jos. Scaliger therefore thinks this sort of men were abo- 
minable, because they had often raised rebellion in Egypt, 
and made a king of their own; who erected that which is 
called the pastoral kingdom. This is embraced by many 
great men, who have only the authority of Menetho for it; 
who says, these were Phoenician shepherds (as Josephus 
tells us, lib. i. contra Appion.) who reigned in Egypt, burnt 
their cities, and threw down their temples; in short, omitted 
no sort of cruelties. Upon this account the famous Bochartus 
(lib. iv. Canaan, cap. 4.) thinks it possible the Egyptians 
hated shepherds, who had done so much mischief: and, I 
may add, the Hebrew shepherds Joseph might think would 
be more abominated, because they came out of that very 
country, from whence those Phoenician rovers made their 
invasion. But as it doth not appear that they who did the 
forenamed mischief, were all foreigners; so the time which 
is assigned for this pastoral kingdom doth not agree with 
the Scripture story. For it is said to have been in the one 
thousand one hundred and twelfth year before the Israelites 
going out of Egypt; in the fifteenth dynasty, as they call 
it; that is, about two-and-forty years after the flood, when 
Mizraim the father of the Egyptians was scarce born, or 
was very young. 

Our great primate Usher endeavours to avoid this ab- 
surdity, by placing this invasion (which he thinks was out 
of Arabia) three hundred years after the flood : when they 
took Memphis, overrun all the lower Egypt, and their first 
king there reigned nineteen years. But I have this to ex- 
cept; that Abraham, coming a good while after this into 
Egypt, was well entertained there ; though he was as much 
a shepherd as his grandchild Jacob. (See Gen. xii.) 

From whence I conclude, that if this story of Manetho 
be true, it happened after the time of Abraham ; and so 
was fresh in their memory. Such a third rebellion of the 
shepherds the same Manetho mentions, within less than 
two hundred years before the children of Israel's departure 
out of Egypt. But this seems to be a story, framed from 
that departure of the Israelites themselves (who were shep- 
herds) out of Egypt under the conduct of Moses. And so 
Josephus and several of the ancient Christians (Tatianus, 
Justin Martyr, and Clem. Alexandrinus) understood it. 
(See Usser. ad An. M. 2179.) 

All this considered, Gaulmin (in his notes upon the book 
called the Life of Moses, p. 267, &c.) hath more probably 
conjectured, that this aversion to shepherds arose from their 
being generally" addicted, in. those parts, to robbery :. which 
way of life made them abominable. This he justifies out 
of Heliodorus (lib. i.) and Achilles Tatius, (lib. iiL) who 
describe the seat of these BovkoXol and Uotfilvtg (whom the 
Egyptians called Hysch), and the manner of their life. To 
which opinion I find Bochart himself inclined before he 
died, and confirms it (in his ,Hierozoic. lib. ii. cap. 44. 
par. i.) by many proofs, that shepherds anciently were 
furax hominum genus, a thievish sort of people ; which 
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made them odious. Against which I see no exception but 
this; that Aulus Gellius tells us, (lib. xi. cap. 18.) out of 
an ancient lawyer, that tho old Egyptians held all manner 
of thefts to be lawful, and did not punish them. And Dio- 
dorus Siculus mentions this law among them, That they 
who would live by robbery, were to enter their names, and 
bring what they stole immediately to the priest, who mulct 
the man that was robbed a fourth part, and gave it to the 
thief; by which means all thefts were discovered, and 
men were made more careful, to look well after their 
goods. But one cannot believe this law was of such anti- 
quity as the times of Joseph: or, if it was, those outlaws 
(as I may call them) Avho robbed upon the borders, were 
not concerned in it: nor had their neighbours, who were 
no less addicted to theft, the benefit of it. Particularly 
thoso in Palestine, from whence Jacob came, one would 
guess by what we read 1 Chron. vii. 21, 22. were then 
much addicted. to robbery. For, before this generation 
ended, we are told there the men of Gath slew several of 
the sons of Ephraim (who himself was then alive), " for 
they came down to take their cattle," saith that holy writer; 
that is, to get what plunder they could in Goshen: where 
the Ephrairaites, defending their cattle, were some of them 
killed by the Philistines, to the great grief of their father. 
The Ethiopians also are noted by Strabo(lib.xvii. p. 787.) 
to live for the most part, No/ia8ocwc koI awopuyg, after a very 
poor, sharking, roving manner, by feeding cattle, where 
they could find food for them. And immediately adds, 
To7c 8* Alyvwrioig awavra ravavria <TVfi(5if5riK€, that all things 
were quite contrary among the Egyptians, who were a more 
civilized people, inhabiting certain and known places, &c. 
Which shews that their manners were very different; which 
easily bred hatred. Which appears by what Plutarch 
saith (in his book de Isid. et Osir.) that the Egyptians 
avoided the conversation of black people: wfcich was the 
complexion of the Ethiopians. And for some such reason, 
he saith, in the same book, they avoided all mariners (of 
other nations, that is), as here Moses says they did shep- 
herds, upon some or other of the accounts beforcmen- 
tioned. 

< It looks like a piece of great- generosity in Joseph, not 
to conceal from Pharoah the quality of his family: though 
such kinds of men were under a very ill character. He 
hoped they would distinguish themselves from such vile 
shepherds as had made the name odious: and if they did 
not gain the love of the Egyptians, they would be the more 
secured in the love of God, by not learning their evil man- 
ners and superstitions : from which they would be preserved, 
by having no conversation -with them. 



CHAP. XLVIL 

Ve'r. 1. JOSEPH came and told Pharaoh," &c] He had 
his warrant sometime ago, to send for his father and his 
family, (xlv. 17. 8cc.) Butitwas good manners to acquaint 
him they Mere come; and to knOw his pleasure, how he 
Should dispose of them. 

Behold, they are m (he land of Goshen.] They stop there 
(which was the entrance of Egypt) till they know thy 
pleasure. 

Ver. 2. And he took some of his brethren, Sec] The He- 



brew word miktse (which we translate some) signifies in 
common language, de extremit^tc, from the fagg-end, as 
we speak, of his brethren: which hath made some ima- 
gine, he presented the meanest of his brethren to Pharaoh; 
that he might neither be afraid of them, nor think of ad- " 
vancing them to employments in the court or camp. But 
this is a mere fancy; the word hero denoting only, that he 
took from among all his brethren five of them: as Bocharfc 
observes, who translates \tex omnibus fratribns sitis; taking 
it to be like that phrase (xix. 4.) where we translate it, 
from all quarters, (par. i. Hierozoic. lib. ii. cap. 34.) 

Ver. 3. Both ive and our fathers.] It is not an employ- 
ment we have lately taken up, but were bred to it by our 
ancestors; who followed the same profession. For this 
was the most ancient way of living, as Columella observes 
in his Preface. " In rusticatione antiquissima est ratio 
pascendi, eademque qusestuosissima." In country business, 
the most ancient, as well as most gainful, is the way of feed- 
ing cattle. From whence he thinks came the name of pe- 
cunia for money, and peculimn, for riches, h pecoribus, 
from cattle ; because the ancients had no other possessions. 
u Et adhuc apud quasdam gentes unum hoc reperitur divi- 
tiamin genus." And to this day, (saith he,) there is no other 
riches to be found among some nations. Which is still true 
of the Abyssines, especially of the Beklenses, as Ludol- 
phus assures us, (lib. i. Hist. Ethiop. cap. 10. §. 8. and 
Comment, in Histor. lib. iv. cap. 4. n. 13.) 
, Ver. 4. To sojourn in the land are we come.] We do not 
desire to settle, but only to sojourn here, during the famine. 

For the famine is sore in the land of Canaan.] It was a 
high country, in comparison with Egypt; and the grass 
sooner burnt up there than in Goshen, which being a very 
low country, they found some pasture in it for their flocks, 
and therefore beseeched him to suffer them to dwell there". 
For, as St. Austin observes, ! from those that knew the 
country, there was more grass in the marshes and fenny 
parts of Egypt, when the Nile did not overflow enough to 
make plenty of corn. (Quacst. clx. in Gen.) 

Ver. C. The land of Egypt is before thee.] It is all in 
thy power: dispose of them as thou pleasest. 

Any man of activity.] Vigorous and industrious; and 
that understands his business. 

Make them rulers over my cattle.ySuch as Docg was to 
Saul, (1 Sam. xxi. 7.) and those great officers mentioned 
1 Chron. xxvii. 29, 30, 31. were to King David. For the 
eastern kings raised part of their revenue from cattle; and 
so did the Egyptian (it appears by this place) who had 
some prime officers, to oversee the lower sort of shepherds. 
This shews that all shepherds were not an abomination to 
the Egyptians, but only those of other neighbouring nations 
(the Arabians, Phoenicians, and Ethiopians), who were 
either an ill sort of people, or forbidden by the law -of 
Egypt (which abounded with cattle) to traffic with them 
there. 

Ver. 7. Jacob blessed Pharaoh.] Gave him thanks for 
his favour ; and prayed for his health and safety: for that 
is the blessing of an inferior to a superior. Thus Naaman 
prays Elisha, "Take a blessing of thy servant," i.e. an ac- 
knowledgment of my obligations to thee. 

Ver. 9. Pilgrimage] So good men are wont to call their 
life ; though they never stir from their native soil: looking 
upon it as a passage, not a settlement. But Jacob had 
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reason to call his life so more literally: having been tossed 
from place to place, ever since he went from his father's 
house in Mesopotamia, and returned from thence into 
Canaan: where he dwelt awhile at Succoth; and then at 
Shechem ; and after that removed to Bethel ; and so to 
Hebron unto his father Isaac ; from whence he was now 
come into Egypt. 

Few and evil have been the days,&c] They had been few, 
in comparison with his forefathers; and evil* because full 
of labour and care, grief and sorrow, upon many occa- 
sions. 

Ver. 10. Jacob blessed Pharaoh.] At meeting and at 
parting such salutations were usual. (See ver. 7.) 

Ver. 11. In the land of Rameses.] In 'that part of Go- 
shen which in the days of Moses was called Rameses; 
from the name of the city which the Hebrews built there 
for Pharaoh. Unless, perhaps, the city was called so from 
the country of Rameses, wherein it stood. 

Ver. 12. And Joseph nourished his father, &c] Though 
there was some pasture in this country for their -cattle, yet 
not food enough for themselves; which Joseph therefore 
took care to supply them withal. 

According to their families.] According as their children 
were more or fewer, so he proportioned their allowance. 

Ver. 13. Tliere tvas no bread in all the land.] This was 
the third year of the famine, (xlv. G.) in which all the corn, 
which men had stored up in their several families, was 
wholly spent. 

Ver. 14. And Joseph gathered up all the money, &c] As 
long as the Egyptians had any money left, they bought 
corn of Joseph, which supported them all the third, and, 
it is probable, the fourth and fifth years of the famine. 

And Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh's house.] 
Into the treasury; which he filled, and not his own coffers, 
as Philo observes. 

Ver. 15. And when money failed.] This, we may proba- 
bly conceive, was in the sixth year of the famine, when 
they were forced to sell their cattle for food. 

Ver.18. They came the second year.] i. e. The next year 
after the sale of their cattle ; which w r as the last of the 
famine, as appears from the next verse. 

Ver. 19. Wherefore should we die, we and our land?] 
The land is said to die (as Eochart observes, in the be- 
ginning of his Hierozoicon), " cum inculta jacct et deso- 
lata," when it lies untitled and desolate: as he shews by 
examples out of some poets. 

We and our land xvill be servants unto Pharaoh.] We 
that were freewill become the king's bondmen: and our 
land, which was our own, we will hold of him. 

And give its seed, &c] This shews it was now the last 
year of the famine : they desiring corn not merely for food, 
but also to sow,- in hopes to have a crop the next year. For 
Joseph had told them there should be but seven years of 
famine: and it is likely Nilus had now begun to overflow 
the country, as formerly; which confirmed his word. 

Ver. 20. And Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for 
Pharaoh.] So the- whole country became the king's de- 
mesne ; in which no man had any property but himself. 

Ver. 21. As for the people, he removed them to cities.] 
Remote from those wherein they had formerly dwelt. 
Under the word cities, are comprehended all the villages 
about them. 



From one end of the borders of Egypt, &c] Transplanted 
them into far-distant parts of the country; from whence he 
brought others, in like manner, into their places : that they 
might in time forget the dominion they formerly had in the 
lands they had sold ; and that there might be no combina- 
tion afterward to regain them : the old owners being sepa- 
rated far one from another. 

Ver. 22. Only the land of the priests bought he not.] 
This is -commonly noted, as a great piece of religion in 
Joseph, that he took not away the land of those who were 
God's ministers: though engaged, it is thought, in super- 
stitious, if not idolatrous, services (for, that the word co^ 
hanim here signifies priests, not princes, as sometimes it 
doth, the ancient versions generally agree). But it is plain 
they were in no necessity to sell their lands, having their 
diet continually from the king; which is given as the rea- 
son (in the following part of this verse) why he did riot buy 
them. This therefore is rather to be observed, that the 
priests had anciently some public lands allotted to them 
for the support of their dignity. For both Herodotus and 
Diodorus tell us, they had a public maintenance, as Vos- 
sius observes, (lib. i. de Idolol. cap. 29.) The priesthood 
being confined to certain families, (as it was in Israel to 
that of Aaron), and held in such veneration, that they were 
all not only areXetg, free from paying tributes, and Sevrepev- 
ovree ft*™ rbv Ba<nXla, next to the king in honour and in 
power; but received a. third of the royal revenues : out of 
which they maintained the public sacrifices, and their ser- 
vants, and rac t&V zx°Pvy ovv > provided for their own ne- 
cessities. Thus Diodorus Sieulus, (lib. i.) as I find him al- 
leged by Jac.Capellns, in his Hist. Sacra et Exot.ad A.M. 
2294. Constantino the Great, in part, imitated this con- 
stitution, in that law of his, which made even all the pro- 
fessors of learning free from all public charges of any sort, 
besides the salary he allowed them; that they might the 
more cheerfully follow their several studies. 

Ver. 23. Behold, I have bought you this day, and your 
land, &c] The bargain could not b ( e denied; but he would 
not be so rigid as to tie them strictly to it. For in the next 
verse, he requires only a fifth part of the increase of their 
ground for the king ; and tells them, the rest should be their 
own. An act of great humanity and equity: wherein he 
shewed himself both a good man and a wise statesman; 
in taking away all matter of complaint from the people. 
For a tenth part of the increase was due, in all likelihood, 
to the king before, (xxviii. 22.) which henow only doubles: 
when he might have taken all; or given them but one or 
two parts, and kept all the rest for the king. 

Ver. 25. Thou hast saved our lives, &c] We owe our 
very lives to thee: and therefore let us but have thy fa- 
vour, and we shall willingly be Pharaoh's servants. This. 
is a high expression of their thankfulness, for such good 
terms as he offered them ; which they readily accepted, with 
professions of their obligation to be Pharaoh's bondmen. 

Ver. 26. Joseph made it a law.] By his advice this ■law' 
was enacted ; whereby the power of the Egyptian kings 
was mightily increased ; for we read not of the like con- 
stitution in any other nation. Thucydides indeed relates 
that the people of Attica paid to Pisistraius the twentieth 
part of their corn; and Appianus Alexandr. says, the -old 
Romans paid the tenth of their corn, and 'the fifth of their 
fruit: but it was the peculiar prerogative of the Egyptiaij 
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kings to have the fifth of all the increase of the field: which 
Joseph procured them by his admirable management. 

Vcr. 27. And Israel dwelt in the land, &c] Ver. 11. 

And they had possessions therein.'] They could have no 
land of their own (for all the country was become Pha- 
raoh's), but the meaning is, they farmed (as we speak) land 
of the king, to M T hom they became tenants. 

And grew and multiplied exceedingly.] And consequently 
enlarged their habitation beyond the territory of Rameses, 
where they were first placed, into other part^ of Goshen. 
Which we must not fancy to have been a Country now 
empty of people: for though, perhaps, about Rameses 
there might be some vacant ground, sufficient for Jacob's 
family, when they came first to plant there ; yet, when they 
increased very much, no doubt they lived among the Egyp- 
tians, where they could find admission. This plainly ap- 
pears at their going from thence, (Exod. xii. 22, 23.) whero 
God commands them to sprinkle their door-posts with the 
blood of the paschal lamb, to secure them from the de- 
struction w T hich was coming upon their neighbours, who 
wanted this mark of safety. 

Ver. 29. If I have now found grace in thy sight.] This 
is a phraso used a little before, (ver. 25.) in a little different 
sense. For (hero it signifies the favour shewn to another: 
but here is as much, as If thou lovest me. 

Put thy hand under my thigh.] i. e. Swear to me, as it is 
explained in ver. 31. (See xxiv. 2.) 

Deal kindly andtrtdy with me.] Shewme true kindness, in 
promising and performing what I desire. (See xxiv. 27. 49.) 

Ver. 30. I will lie with my fathers, &c] So all men 
naturally desire to do : but he had a peculiar reason for it. 
Which w r as his belief that the country where their bodies 
lay, was his in reversion ; and that God, in due time, would 
put his children into possession of it. For which time they 
could not but the more earnestly long, because the bodies 
of their ancestors were there buried. (See 1.5.) Which 
explains the reason why Jacob exacts an oath of Joseph, 
not because he doubted he might not otherwise fulfil his 
desire; but that Pharaoh might be willing to let him carry 
his body thither, when he found he lay under so sacred an 
obligation to do it. 

Ver. 31. And Israel bowed himself upon the bed's head.] 
Raised up his head from his pillow, and bowed : either to 
Joseph, in thankfulness for bis promise; or to God, for the 
assurance he had received, that he should be buried with his 
pious forefathers : or else this bowing was the usual cere- 
mony wherewith an oath was attended. The Chaldee para- 
phrast thinks the Divine Glory now appeared ; which Jacob 
devoutly worshipped. But, if the author to the Hebrews had 
not understood his bowing to be an act of worship, the in- 
terpretation of some modern writers might, perhaps, have 
been thought reasonable ; who translate these words thus, 
lie laid himself down on his pillow : as weak men are wont 
to do, after they havo set up awhile, to dispatch some bu- 
siness. For the Hebrew word schacah, which signifies 
to bow the body, signifies also to fall down upon the earth ; 
and therefore might be here translated lie down. But the 
apostle, as I said, hath overruled all such conceits, if we 
supposo him to translate this passage, Hebr. xi. 21. 
Which to me indeed doth not seem evident. For the 
apostle is there speaking .of another thing; not of what 
Jacob did now, when Joseph sware to him; but of what 



he did after these things, (xlviii. 1.) when he blessed Jo-, 
seph's sons. Then the apos^e says, " he worshipped 
upon the top of his staff." Which is not the translation 
of Moses's words in this place : but words of his own, 
whereby he explains the following story; and shews how 
strong his faith was, when his body was so weak that he 
was not able to bow himself and worship without the help 
of his staff. This clearly removes all the difficulty, which 
interpreters have made, about reconciling the words of 
Moses here in this verse, to the apostle's words in that. * 
But however this be, Jacob's bowing here, I doubt not, 
signifies worshipping; as the Vulgar Latin takes it: where 
the word God is added (which is not in the Hebrew), and 
these words thus translated, Israel worshipped God, turn- 
ing himself to the bed's head. 



CHAP. XLVIII. 

Ver. 1. J\~FTER these things.'] Some time after, though 
not long (for Jacob was nigh his end, when he sent for 
Joseph to make him swear he would bury him with his 
fathers), he grew so weak, that he concluded he could not 
live long. 

One told Joseph.'] A messenger was sent from his fa- 
ther's house, to acquaint Joseph with his weak condition. 
So the next verse teaches us to understand it. 

He took with him, &c] Immediately he went to receive 
his blessing, and took with him his two sons, that he might 
bless them also. 

Ver. 2. One told Jacob, &c] Joseph sent a messenger be- 
fore him, to let his father know he was coming to visit him. 

Israel strengthened himself] This message revived him ; 
and made him stir up all his spirits to receive him cheerfully. 

And set upon his bed.] Leaning, it js likely, upon his 
staff, for the support of his feeble body. (See xlvii. ult.) 

Vcr. 3. Appeared to me at Luz.] He appeared twice to 
him in this place. First, when he went to Padan-Aram, 
(xxviii. 13.) upon which he gave this place the name of 
Bethel, (ver. 19.) and when he returned from thence, (xxxv. 
6. 9. &c.) and, both times, made him the promise which hero 
follows; and therefore it is likely he hath respect to both. 

And blessed me.] Promised to me the blessing which 
follows. 

Ver. 4. For an everlasting possession.] Wo do not read 
this in either of the appearances, in so many words: but 
he said it in effect, when he told him, in the last appear- 
ance there, (xxxv. 12.) " The land which I gave to Abra- 
ham, and Isaac, to thee will I give it," &c. Now he gave 
it to Abraham and his seed for ever, (xiii. 15.) . 

Ver. 5. And now thy two sons, &c] Having assured him 
God would be as good as his word, in giving the land of 
Canaan to his posterity, he tells hira what share his chilr 
dren should have in it, 

Are mine.] Thy two sons shall be reckoned as if I had be- 
gotten them: and accordingly have each of them. an inherit- 
ance, equal with the rest of my sons ; and be distinct tribes. 

As Reuben, and Simeon, shall they be mine*] He instances 
in them, because they were his eldest sons : who, he says, 
should have no more than Ephraim and Manasseh. And, 
perhaps, the meaning may be, these two shall be account- 
ed as the first-born of my family. For he gives Joseph 
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the primogeniture (who was indeed the first-bora of his first 
intended wife), and bestows a double portion upon him ; 
by making his two sons equal to the rest of his children. 

Ver. 6. And thy issue which thou begettest after them 
shall be thine.'] I will make no distinct provision for them, 
as I have done for these two: but they "shall be called 
after the name of their brethren in their inheritance/' i. e. 
be reckoned among these two, Ephraim and Manasseh ; 
and not make distinct tribes as they shall, but be compre- 
hended in them. 

Ver. 7. And as for me, when I came from Padan-Aram, 
Rachel died by me, &c] He mentions her death (which doth 
not seem to belong to the foregoing discourse), because it 
happened presently after that last promise in Bethel, (xxxv. 
18.) and he thought it would be grateful to his son, to hear 
him remember his dear mother. For it is as if he had said, 
And now, my son, this puts me in mind of thy mother, who 
died immediately after that promise of multiplying my seed: 
and yet I see it fidfilled in those children which God hath 
given thee. Or, we may look upon these words, as giving 
the reason why he took Ephraim and Manasseh to be his 
own children ; and the sense to be as if he had said, Thy 
mother indeed, and my beloved wife, died soon after she be- 
gan to bear children; when she might have brought me many 
more: and therefore I adopt these her grandchildren, and 
look upon them as if they had been born of Rachel. And 
I do it in memory and honour of her, supplying by adop- 
tion, what was wanting in generation. 

And I buried her there.] He could not carry her to the 
cave of Machpelah, where he desired to be laid himself; 
because she died in childbed, which constrained him to 
bury her sooner than otherwise ho might have done. And 
it is to be supposed he had not in his travels all things ne- 
cessary to preserve her body long, by embalming her, as 
Joseph did him. 

Ver. 8. And Israel beheld Joseph's sons, &c.] He saw. 
two others stand by Joseph ; but could not discern dis- 
tinctly who they were, by reason of the dimness of his 
sight, (ver. 10.) 

Ver. 9. And I will bless them.] As he had just before 
promised, (ver. 5.) 

Ver. 10. And he brought them near unto him.] And made 
them kneel down before him; as the twelfth verse seems 
to intimate. 

And he kissed them,kc] Expressed the greatest affection 
to them. 

Ver. 12. Brought them out from between his knees.] It 
appears by ver. 2. that Jacob sat upon his bed ; and his 
legs hanging down, they kneeled between his knees : from 
whence Joseph took them. And then seems to have placed 
himself in the same posture, " bowing himself with his 
face to the earth" (as the following words tell us), to give 
his father thanks for his kindness to his children. Or, 
rather, we may conceive, that while Jacob embraced them 
in his arms, and kissed them with more than ordinary af- 
fection, Joseph was afraid that they might lie too long, or 
press too hard, upon his father's breast, and create some 
trouble to a feeble old man: and therefore he withdrew 
them from thence, and disposed them to receive his blessing. 

Ver. 13. And Joseph took them both, &c] Made them 
kneel down by himself, before Jacob ; placing Ephraim to- 
wards Jacob's left hand, &c. 

vol. I. 



Ver. 14. Stretched out his right hand, and laid it oil 
Ephraim 9 s head.] Laying hands on the head of any person, 
was always used in this nation in giving blessings, and 
designing men to any office ; and in the consecration of pub- 
lic and solemn sacrifices. This is the first time we meet 
with the mention of it ; but in aftertimes we often read of it; 
particularly when Moses constituted Joshua to be liis suc- 
cessor, God orders him to do it by laying his hands on 
him, (Numb, xxvii. 18. 23. Deut. xxxiv. 9.) Thus children 
were brought to our blessed Saviour, that he might lay his 
hands on them and bless them ; and so he did, (Matt. xix. 
13. 15.) And the right hand being the stronger, and that 
wherewith we commonly perform every thing,, the laying 
that on Ephraim's head was giving him the pre-eminence. 

Who was the younger.] It is observed by Theodoret 
upon 1 Sam. xvi. that God was wont from the beginning to 
prefer the younger before the elder: as Abel before Cain; 
Shem before Japheth; Isaac before Ishmael; Jacob be- 
fore Esau; Judah and Joseph before Reuben ; and here 
Ephraim before Manasseh, as afterwards Moses before 
Aaron ; and David, the youngest of all, before his elder 
brethren. Which was to shew that the Divine benefits were 
not tied to the order of nature ; but dispensed freely ac- 
cording to God's most wise goodness. 

Guiding his hands wittingly.] He did not mistake, by 
reason of his blindness; but foreseeing, by the spirit of his 
prophecy, how much Ephraim would excel the other, he 
designedly and on purpose thus laid his hands across : so 
that the right hand lay upon the head of Ephraim, who was 
next to his left, &c. 

Ver. 15. He blessed Joseph.] In the blessing he bestowed 
on his children. 

All my life long.] The Hebrew word mehodi signifies ct 
die quo ego sum, (as Bochart interprets it, Hierozoic. pan 
i. lib. ii. cap. 14.) ever since I had a being. 

Ver. 16. The angel which redeemed me.] Who, by God's 
order, and as his minister, preserved me in all the dangers 
wherein I have been. Many of the ancient fathers (as 
Athanasius, lib. iv. contra Arianos, Cyril upon this place, 
Procopius Gazaeus, &c.) understand hereby an uncreated 
angel, viz. the Second Person of the blessed Trinity. *■• But 
the discourse is not concerning the sending of the Son of 
God in our flesh to redeem mankind, but only concerning 
the preservation and prosperity of one man; and there- 
fore I do not know whether it be safe to call him an angel, 
i. e. a minister or messenger, lest we detract from his Divi- 
nity. For in conferring blessings, he is not a messenger or 
minister, but a principal cause together with the Father/' 
They are the words of that famous divine, Georg. Calixtus ; 
who follows St. Chrysostom ; who takes this angel to be 
one-properly so called : and thence proves the heavenly 
ministers take care of pious people. And so doth St. Basil 
in no less than three places of his works : which shew it 
was his settled opinion. But it did not enter into their 
thoughts that Jacob here prayed to an angel; but only 
wished these children might have the angelic protection, 
by the special favour of God to them. For it is just such 
an expression as that of David, to a contrary purpose, 
(Psalm xxxv. G.) "" Let the angel of the Lord persecute 
them," where nobody will say he prays to an angel j 
though his words are exactly like these of Jacob's. 

And let my name be named on them.] Here he plainly 
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ndopts them to bo his children, as he said before he would, 
(ver. 5.) For to be called by one's name (which is the 
same with having his name named on them), is as much as 
to be one's children. For thus they that arc said to be 
called by God's name, became his peculiar people. There- 
fore Tostatus well interprets it, " Sint duo capita tribunm 
inter filios Jacob:" Let them be the lieads of two tribes 
among the sons of Jacob. But none so plainly as David 
Chytraeus, whose words arc these, "Vcraet simplicissima 
sentcntia luec est; Isti pucri, A mc adoptati," &c. The trite 
and most simple sense is, These yontlis, Manasseh and 
Ephraim, who are adopted by me, shall not hereafter be 
called the sons of Joseph, but my sons : and be heirs, and in 
the division of the inheritance of the land of Canaan, receive 
an equal portion with my sons. 

Grow into a multitude.'] The Hebrew word, as Onkelos 
interprets it, signifies increase like fishes (as we also in the 
margin translate it), which arc the most fruitful of all crea- 
tures, as authors commonly observe. (Sec Bochart, par. i. 
lib. i. cap. G. Hierozoic.) 

Vcr. 19. His younger brother shall be greater than he.] 
His family multiplied faster, according to the signification 
of his name : as appears from Numb. i. 33. 35. And the 
kingdom was afterwards established in him ; and all the 
ten tribes called by the name of Ephraim. 

Shall become a multitude of nations.] In the Hebrew, the 
words arc fulness of nations, i. e. of families. As much as 
to say, his seed shall replenish the country with numerous 
families: for that which replenishes tho earth, is called 
" the fulness of the earth," (Psalm xxiv. 1.) and that 
which replenishes the sea, " the fulness of the sea/' 
(Psalm xcvi. II. Isai. xlii. 10.) Sec L. de.Dieu. 

Vcr. 20. And he blessed them that day.]. He concluded 
with a solemn benediction upon them both: and when he 
pronounced it, worshipped God, (as the apostle tells us, 
Hcbr. xi. 21.) leaning upon the top of his staff. "Whereby 
he was supported from falling; of which he would havo 
been in danger, when he bowed, if he had not leaned on it. 
, In thee shall Israel bless.] When my posterity would 
wish all happiness to others, they shall use this form of 
speech; God make you like Ephraim and Blanasseh. 
Which continues, they say, among the Jews to this day. 

Ver. 21. Bring you again into the land of your fathers.] 
Where your fathers sojourned; and which God bestowed 
upon them in reversion. 

Vcr. 22. Wliich I took out of . the hand of the Amorite, 
&c] He doth not mean the city of Shechcm; which his 
sons took unjustly and cruelly (and not from the Amorites, 
Jjut tho Hivites), without his knowledge, and contrary to 
his will : but that piece of land which he bought of Hamor 
the father of Shechcm, (Gen. xxxiii. 19. compared with St. 
John iv. 5.) Which seems to bo tho reason why Joseph 
was himself hero buried in his own ground, given him by 
his father, (Josh. xxiv. 32.) and not in tho cave of Mach- 
pelah. The only difficulty is, how he could say, that he 
took this land from the Amorite by his sword, and by his 
bow (which comprehend all warlike instruments), when he 
bought it for a hundred pieces of silver of Hamor the Hi- 
vitc. It is to be supposed therefore that ho took it, k e. 
recovered it from the Amorites, who had seized on it, after 
his removal to another part of Canaan; and would not re- 
store it, but constrained him to drive them out by force. 



Wo read nothing indeed in the foregoing history, cither of 
their invading his possession, or his expelling them thenco: 
but the Scripture relates many things to have been done, 
without mentioning tho circumstances of time and place; 
as Bochartus observes. And among other instances gives 
that in xxxvi. 24. where Ana is a said to have met with the 
Emims (so he understands it) in tho wilderness: of which 
encounter we find no mention in any othcT place. (See his 
Hierozoic. par. ii. lib. iv. cap. 13.) And, as I take it, wc 
have a plainer instance in tho place a little before men- 
tioned, (Hebr. xi. 21.) w r hcre the apostle says, Jacob, 
when he was dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph, " and 
worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff." Of which 
there is not a word in this history, but only of his blessing 
them, (vcr. 20.) 

There arc those who, with St. Jerome, understand by 
sword and bow, his money : which he calls by thbsc war- 
like names, to signify this was the only instrument he used 
to acquire any thing. Just as the Romans, when they 
would signify they had got any thing without any other 
help but their own industry alone, say they obtained it pro- 
prio marte ; using a similitude from military expenses and 
labours. If this do not seem harsh, it is not hard to give an 
account why he calls those Amorites, who before were 
called Hivites: for Amorites seems to have been the ge- 
neral name of all the seven nations of Canaan, they being 
the chief; just as all the people of the seven United Pro- 
vinces arc now commonly called Hollanders, who are the 
most potent of all the rest. 



CHAP. XLIX. 

Ver. 1. J AC OB called unto his sons.] When he had done 
speaking with Joseph, perceiving his end approaching, he 
sent one to call the rest of his sons to come to him. 

Gather yourselves together.] Come all in a body to me. 
Let mc see you all together before I die 

Wliat shall be in the last days.] The condition of your 
posterity in future times. Jacob is the first that wc read 
of, who particularly declared the future state of every one 
of his sons when he left the world. But it hath been an 
ancient opinion, that the souls of all excellent men, the 
nearer they approached to their departure from hence, the 
more divine they grew; and had a clearer prospect of things 
to come. Whence Xenophon (lib. viii.) makes his Cyrus say, 
when he was near his end, that " the souls of men, at the 
point of death, become prophetic." Which never was uni- 
versally true ; for prophecy is not a natural thing ; nor were 
all excellent men partakers of it; and God communicated 
it in what measures he pleased to those who had any thing 
of it; and to Jacob more than had been bestowed upon his 
great ancestors. For theso last words of his may be called 
prophecies rather than benedictions: some of them contain- 
ing no blessing in them; but all of them predictions. 

Vcr. 2. Gather yourselves together.] This is repeated to 
hasten them; as the two next words, hear and hearken, arc 
used to excite their attention. It was the manner of good 
men among the Hebrews to call all their children before 
them, and give tliem good counsel, together with their 
blessing, when they drew near to their end : the words then 
spoken being likely to stick fast in their mind. 
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Ver. 3. Reuben, &c] It is commonly observed, that the 
style wherein he speaks to his sons is mueh more lofty 
than that hitherto used in this book. Which hath made 
some fancy that Jacob did not deliver these very words; 
but Moses put the sense of what he said into such poetical 
expressions. But it seems more reasonable to me, to 
think that the spirit of prophecy now coming upon him, 
raised his style as well as his understanding : as it did 
Moses's also; who delivered his benedictions (in Deut. 
xxxiii.) in a strain more sublime than his other writings. 

Thou art my first-bom.'] So we read xxix. 32. To 
whom the Jews commonly observe belonged three prero- 
gatives — a double portion of the father's estate, the priest- 
hood, and the kingdom (as they speak), i. e. the chief au- 
thority among his brethren. The first of these, says the 
Chaldee paraphrast, was given to Joseph, the second to 
Levi, the third to Judah, because Reuben had forfeited 
all the rights of his primogeniture, by his incest with his 
father's wife. But Mr. Selden himself* (who gives a full 
account of the Jews' opinion in this matter) acknowledges 
the priesthood was not confined to the first-born before 
the law, as appears by Abel's offering sacrifice as well as 
Cain, and Moses being a priest as well as Aaron, (Psal. 
xcix. G.) unless we understand thereby the office of chief 
priest. And so Jonathan here reports the ancient opinion 
of the Jews, that Reuben lost the high-priesthood. (Lib. i. 
dc Synedr. cap. 16. p.G43, &c.) 

My might.] Whom I begot when I was in my full vi- 
gour. 

The beginning (or the first-fruits) of my strength.] The 
same thing, in more words. Or, it may be interpreted, the 
prime support of my family. The first-born is called the 
beginning of strength, in Deut. xxi. 17. Psal. cv. 36. 

The excellency of dignity.] Who hadst the pre-eminence 
among thy brethren (being the first-bom), if thou hadst not 
fallen from it by thy folly; as it follows afterwards. 

And the excellency of power.] Who wast born to the 
highest authority among them. The Hebrews refer dignity 
to the priesthood, and power to the kingdom. But there 
being no solid ground to think the priesthood, as I said 
before, was confined to the eldest brother ; I take dignity 
to signify the double portion of the estate ; and power, au- 
thority among them, while they remained in one family. 

Ver. 4. Unstable as water.] The Hebrew word pachaz 
signifying haste, and in the Chaldee having the significa- 
tion of leaping, the interpretation of St. Jerome seems 
most reasonable; which is, poured out like water out of a 
vessel upon the ground. And then it denotes Reuben's 
falling from his dignity, and losing his pre-eminence; as 
water suddenly disappears, when it is poured out on the 
earth, and sucked up into it. Many refer it, particularly 
Ca. Vitringa in his late Sacred Observations, (lib. i. cap. 
12.) to his unbounded lust : but that is taken notice of in 
the latter part of this verse, and given as a reason of his 
being degraded. Others therefore translate the Hebrew 
word pachaz by the Latin word levis, a light or vain per- 
son (as we speak at this day), and then the meaning still 
is, Water is not more prone to floiv, when it is poured out, 
than thou ivast to lose thy dignity. So Georg. Calixtus. 

Thou shalt not excel] There is nothing, great said to be 
done by this tribe in Scripture. And they were not so nu- 
merous (to which the Vulgar Latin refers this) by more 



than a third part, as the tribe of Judah (to whom God gave 
part of Reuben's prerogative), when Moses by God's com- 
mand took the sum of all the congregation. (Numb. i. 
21. 27.) 

Because thou iventest up to thy father's bed.] Com- 
mittedst incest with my wife, (xxxv. 22.) 

Then defiledst thou it: he tvent %ip to my couch.] Of ra- 
ther, IMien thou defiledst my couch, it vanished, ?'. e. his 
excellency departed. For the word halah, which is here 
translated to go tip, signifies often in Scripture, to vanish or 
perish. As in Psal. cii. 25. Isai. v. 24. which makes the ea- 
siest sense of this place, in this manner; "Ex quo polluisti 
thorum meum, ascendit ut vapor aut fumus cxeellcntia et 
dignitas tua, i. e. dilapsa est, extincta est, evanuit." Front 
the time that thou defiledst my couch, thy excellency and 
dignity went up like a vapour or smoke, i. e. it slid away, 
it teas extinct, it vanished. They are the words of the 
forenamed Calixtus ; who well observes that this is ex- 
plained in 1 Chron. v. 1. 

Ver. 5. Simeon and Levi are brethren.] So were all the 
rest; but the meaning is, they are alike in their disposi- 
tions, and linked together in the same wicked designs: 
for so the word brother sometimes signifies, a companion, 
or associate, that agrees in the same inclinations or under- 
takings with others. As Prov. xviii. 9. 

Instruments of cruelty are in their habitations.] The 
word mecheroth (which we translate habitations) is no 
where else found, nor is there any root in the Hebrew 
language from whence it may derive that signification. 
Therefore Lud. de Dieu, from the Ethiopie language, trans- 
lates it counsels :^ for so the word signifies in that tongue; 
and in an ill sense, conspirations, machinations, or mis- 
chievous devices. This Job Ludolphus approves of, and 
translates this sentence after this manner, " Consilia eo- 
rum nihil sunt nisi vis et arraa :" Their counsels are nothing 
but force and arms. (Vid. Comment, in His tor. Ethiop. 
lib. i. cap. 15. n. 106.) Aben Ezra is not much different, 
who translates it, their compacts: as G. Vorstius notes 
upon Pirke Eliezer, cap. 3S, where there are other various 
interpretations : with which I shall not trouble the reader, 
because I have given that wjiich I think most natural. 

Ver. 6. O my soul, come not thou, &c] He utterly dis- 
claims all knowledge of their wicked fact beforehand, or 
approbation of it afterward. For by soul is meant him- 
self; and so the word honour or glory seems to mean, in 
the following words ; which are but a repetition of this. 
Or, else it signifies the tongue, as in many places of Scrip- 
ture, (particularly Psal. xxx. 12.) and the meaning is, he 
never in thought, much' less in word, assented to what they 
did. They gloried in the slaughter they made; but God 
forbid that I should so mueh as approve it. 

Secret signifying the same with assembly, is, in reason, 
to be interpreted a secret place, or closet) where cabals (as 
we now speak) are wont to be held. 

Slew a man.] i. c. Shechem; a great man: or, the singu- 
lar number is put for the plural. 

Intheir self will.] The Hebrew word ratson may well 
be translated humour. When they were in a fit of rage.. 

They digged down a wall.] Broke into Hamor's house, 
where Shechem was. In the margin we translate it houghed 
oxen: and indeed the Hebrew word schor signifies an ox, 
not a wall; which they call shur. Yet the Vulgar, the Sy- 
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riac, Arabic, Chaldee, and a great number of the Hebrew 
authors, interpret itaiuall And though the LXX. translated 
it ivivpoKoirwav ravpov, they hamstringed an ox ; yet the 
author of the Greek Scholion (as Bochart acknowledges) 
translates it l$ippiZ><A>aav rux°e> they undermined a wall. 
The truth is, we read of neither in the story, but only of 
their taking their sheep and their oxen, (xxxiv. 28.) which 
signifies not their houghing them, but their driving them 
away. Perhaps, they both broke down a Avail to come at 
their flocks; and also houghed those, which they were 
afraid would otherwise have escaped their hands, and got 
away. 

Ver. 7. Cursed be their anger.] Their fury was most exe- 
crable and detestable ; and brought a curse upon them. 

For it was fierce.] Outrageous; or, as the Vulgar trans- 
lates it, pertinacious. Not a sudden, impetuous passion, 
that was soon over : but a settled, inflexible rage. So he 
condemns them upon a double account. First, that they 
had such an implacable desire of revenge ; and then, that 
their revenge was too cruel. 

I will divide them in Jacob, &c] This is the punishment, 
which by a prophetic spirit he foretels God would inflict 
upon them : that they who were associated in wickedness, 
should be disjoined one from another; when his children 
came to inherit the land of Canaan. And so it fell out ; 
for Simeon's posterity had not a separate inheritance by 
themselves, but only a portion in the midst of the tribe of 
Judah, as we read Josh. xix. 1. J), and accordingly we 
find them assisting one another, to enlarge their border, 
(Judg. i. 3.17.) And their portion being too strait for them, 
we read how in aftertimes they acquired possessions where 
they could, far from the rest of their brethren : five hun- 
dred of this tribe, under several captains, going to Mount 
Seir, and there settling themselves, (1 Chron. iv. 39. 42.) 
It is a constant tradition also among the Hebrews (as P. 
Fagius observes), that a great many of this tribe, wanting 
a livelihood, applied themselves to the teaching of child- 
ren, and Avcre employed as schoolmasters in all the other 
tribes of Israel : where few followed this employment but 
Shneonitcs. If this be true, it is a further proof of their 
scattered condition. 

As for the tribe of Levi, it is manifest they had no in- 
heritance allotted to them among their brethren, but weTe 
dispersed among all the tribes: having certain cities as- 
signed to them, with a little land about them. This in- 
deed did not prove a curse to them ; they having the tenth of 
all the increase of the land throughout the whole country. 
For this curse seems to have been taken off, upon that emi- 
nent service they did in falling upon the worshippers of the 
golden calf; and thereby consecrating themselves unto the 
Lord. (Exod. xxxii. 26.29.) Upon which account Moses 
blesses this tribe a little before he died, (Deut. xxxiii. 9.) 
whereas he gives no blessing at all to the tribe of Simeon; 
but leaves them under this curse : a great ringleader of the 
idolatry with Baal-Peor, being ' a prince of this tribe ; 
whom Phinehas, of the tribe of Levi, slew in his zeal for 
the Lord. (Numb. xxv. 11. 14.) 

Ver. 8. Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall 
praise.] Or, thou art Judah; and well inayst thou be so 
called, for thy brethren shall praise thee. The name of 
Judah signifies praise, unto which his father alludes. It 
was given him by his mother, in thankfulness to God for 



him, (xxix. 35.) and now his father gives another reason 
of his name : because all his 1 rethren should applaud his 
worthy acts, and praise God for them. Which is not 
spoken of Judah's person, but of his family, or tribe; who 
in future times were very famous. 

Tliy hand shall be in the neck of thy enemies."] To over- 
throw them, and bring them under: which was eminently ful- 
filled inDavid,as he himself acknowledges,(Psal.xviii. 40.) 
And so were the foregoing words; when all the daughters 
of Israel came forth of their cities singing his praises in 
such a high strain, as offended Saul, (1 Sam. xviii. C, 7.) 

Thy father's children shall bow down to thee.] Acknow- 
ledge thee their superior. 

Ver. 9. Judah is a lion's whelp, &c] He sets forth in 
this verse the warlike temper of this tribe ; and their un- 
daunted courage, and terribleness to their enemies. And 
he seems to express the beginning, increase, and full 
growth, of their power ; by a young lion, a lion, and lion- 
ess; which is the fiercest of all other. 

A lion's whelp.] This tribe gave early proof of their 
valour; being the first that went to fight against the Ca- 
naanites, after the death of Joshua, (Judg. i. 1, 2.) And 
David, who was of this tribe, when he was but a youth, 
killed a lion, and a bear, and the great giant Goliah. 

From the prey, my son, thou art gone up.] He speaks as 
if he saw them returning in triumph; with the spoils of 
their enemies : alluding unto lions, who, having gotten their 
prey in the plain, return satiated to the mountains. As 
Bochartus observes, (par. i. lib. iii. cap. 2. Hierozoic.) 

He stoopeth down, he coucheth as a Hon.] The Hebrew 
word ari signifies a grown lion, come to his full strength. 
By whose stooping down (bending his knees, the Hebrew 
word signifies) and couching to take his rest (which all 
four-footed beasts do, but the lion is observed to sleep 
whole days in his den, or in thickets, that he may be fresher 
for his prey in the night); Jacob sets forth the ease and 
quiet that Judah should enjoy after their victories, without 
any fear of disturbance. 

And as an old Hon.] I think Bochart hath plainly de- 
monstrated that labi signifies a lioness: which is rather 
fiercer than a lion ; as he observes out of Herodotus, and 
other authors, (par. i. Hierozoic. lib. iii. cap. 1.) 

Who shall rouse him tip?] Having overcome his ene- 
mies, he shall live in secure peace; free from their incur- 
sions: none daring to invade him, no more than to stir up 
a sleepy lion. 

Ver. 10. The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, &c] 
That the first word schebet is rightly translated sceptre, we 
have the unanimous testimony of the three Targums of the 
ancient book Rabboth, with a great many of the modern 
rabbins, (such as Caskuni, Bechai, Abarbinel, &c.) who all 
think the word signifies a sceptre, and not a tribe, as some 
few would have it; whom some Christians follow; parti- 
cularly Jac. Altingius hath lately asserted it in his Schilo; 
but, in my judgment, against the clearest evidence for the 
other signification. For, as schebet doth not originally sig- 
nify a tribe, but a rod, or wand, shooting from the root of a 
tree (from whence it was translated to signify a tribe, who 
springs out of a common stock, i. e. the father of a family), 
so the verse foregoing being a plain prediction of Judah's 
dominion, not only over external enemies, but over his bre- 
thren, what can we so reasonably think to be the design of 
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this verse, as to foretell the continuance and duration of 
that great power and authority promised in the foregoing? 
It is observable also that the very same phrase is used in 
this sense, and cannot have another, Zechar. x. 11. " The 
sceptre of Egypt shall depart away :" where there are two 
of the words here used ; signifying the dominion, which the 
Egyptians then exercised over the poor Jews, should quite 
cease. And if Moses had meant a tribe in this place, he 
would not have said the tribe shall not depart from Judah, 
but the tnbe of Judah shall not cease: for the former looks 
like a tautology. 

The meaning of fliis word then being settled, it is mani- 
fest Jacob here gives Judah the highest superiority over 
his brethren; and informs them, that from the time his au- 
thority should be established, there should continue a form 
of government in this tribe, till the coming of the Messiah. 
The word sceptre is more used in ancient times (as Mr. 
Selden observes in his Titles of Honour) to signify kingly 
power, than either crown or diadem, which have been used 
more in later times. And therefore the LXX. translate it 
"Apx w ^ of whose authority the rod, staff, or sceptre, was 
the ensign. And accordingly in the prophecy of Amos 
i. 5. " He that holdeth the sceptre," is used absolutely for a 
king. Now this regal power began in the tribe of Judah, 
when David was king over all Israel, (1 Chron. xxviii. 4.) 
and his posterity held it till the captivity of Babylon. 

But then the next word in this verse, mechokek (which we 
translate lawgiver), signifies a diminution of this dignity, 
before the finishing of this prophecy. For mechokkim were 
not of equal power with kings ; and therefore we translate 
the word elsewhere governors, (Judg. v. 9. 14.) who were 
not endued with an absolute power, but depended on the 
power of another. And thus R. Solomon Jarchi expressly 
says (in his Commentaries on the Sanhedrin), that as schebet 
signifies the highest authority, so mechokek signifies a lesser 
magistrate or ruler ; who was set over the people by the* 
authority and licence of the kings of Persia. For this kind 
of power was settled among them, at their return from Ba- 
bylon, when Zerobabel was made their governor; And 
after they were invaded by the Seleucidse, this authority 
was recovered and maintained by the Maccabees; till they 
were deprived of it by Herod and the Romans. At which 
time Christ came ; when it is evident they were become 
subjects to the Romans, by the very enrolling that was 
made of them at the birth of our Saviour: which was a 
public testimony of Augustus's sovereignty over them. So 
that the meaning of this prophecy is, Tliere shall be either 
kings or governors among the Jeivs till Christ come. So 
J. Christoph. Wagenscil (who hath discussed this place 
with great exactness) gives the sense of these w r ords ; and 
it is literally true : till the captivity they had kings ; after 
their return they had governors, under the Persians, Greeks, 
and Romans. (See his Confut Carra. Memorialis Libri 
Nitzachon. R. Lipmanni, p. 293, &c.) 

To strengthen which interpretation he makes this judi- 
cious remark, in another place of the same book, (p. 373.) 
That the whole time, from the beginning to the end of 
Judah's authority, was well nigh equally divided between 
kings and governors. For, according to Josephus, (lib. xi. 
Antiq. cap. 4.) they lived under kings, from David's time 
to the captivity, five hundred thirty-two years; and under 
the mechokkim or governors, after the captivity, much about 



the same number of years. For there being five hundred 
eighty and eight years from the captivity to our Saviour's 
birth; if seventy years be deducted (which was the time 
their captivity lasted) and ten be added (in which, after the 
birth of Christ, Herod and his son Archelaus reigned in 
Judea, and it was not yet reduced into the form of. a' pro- 
vince), there were just five hundred twenty and eight years; 
that is, the space in which they were under kingly authority, 
and under subordinate governors, was in a manner of the 
same length. Which makes it the more wonderful, that 
Jacob should so many ages before exactly divide the whole 
power he foresaw would be in Judah, between them that 
wielded a sceptre, and those who were only subordinate 
governors. 

That the letter vau before the word we translate law- 
giver, hath the force of a disjunctive, and is not a mere 
copulative, all allow: and there are many examples of it 
in other places, particularly in the tenth commandment, 
(Exod. xx. 14.) The greatest objection that I can find 
against this interpretation is, that though Zerobabel, the 
first governor after the captivity, was of the tribe of Judah; 
yet the Maccabees, who were their governors most of the 
time after the captivity, were of the tribe of Levi. But it 
is to be considered, that the prophecy doth not say these 
rulers or governors should be of the tribe of Judah ; but 
only in that tribe which had a government of their own, 
till the coming of Christ. Besides, by Judah is not to be 
understood merely the people of that tribe ; but all those 
that were called Jews, consisting also of the tribes of Ben- 
jamin and Levi; who were incorporated with them: and 
were all called Judah, in opposition to the kingdom of 
Israel. For Benjamin it is evident was so near to Judah, 
that they were reputed the very same. Whence it is that 
Mordecai, who w T as of the tribe of Benjamin, is called Isch 
Jehudi, a Jew, in Esther ii. 5. because that tribe was com- 
prehended under Judah, from the time that the rest rent 
themselves from the house of David. When Jeroboam also 
set up the meanest of the people for priests; who were not 
of the tribe of Levi, (1 Kings xii. 33.) This made the Le- 
vites fly.to Judah and become one with them. And there- 
fore the Maccabees were, in effect, Jews, who held the chief 
authority among them, till Antigonus was driven out and 
killed by Herod : who was an Edomite set over them by 
the Romans. 

From between his feet.] The common interpretation every 
body knows, which is, of his seed, or posterity: but Ludol- 
phus, instead of raglau, feet, would have us read daglau, 
banners, according to the Samaritan copy. Which is well 
confuted by the forenamed Wagenseil, p. 2G9. of the fore- 
named book : where he translates these words thus, even 
to the last end of tliat state. For so the people at the feet 
signifies (Exod. xi. 8. 2 Kings iii. 9.) those that bring up 
the rear, as we now speak. And so some ancient inter- 
preters in the Talmud, he shews, expound it here, of the 
last posterity of Judah, and the times when their common- 
wealth was coming to a conclusion. 

Until Shiloh come.~} Let the original of this word Shiloh 
be what it will (which some translate to be sent, others 
his son, or child, or his seed, others quiet, peaceable, pacific, 
prosperous, and consequently, renowned, august, to whom 
gifts or offerings shall be made, as R. Solomon takes it; 
others, whose is, viz. the kingdom), the Messiah or Christ 
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is certainly hereby meant : as all the three Targums agree; 
and the Talmud in the title Sanhedrin, cap. xi. and Baal- 
Hatturim, Bcreschith-Rabba, and many other ancient and 
modern Jews. I Mill mention only the words of R. Bechai; 
who confesses, it is right to understand this verse of the 
Messiah, tlte last Redeemer. "Which is meant when itsaith, 
till Shiloh come, i. e. his Son, proceeding from his seed. 
And the reason why the word beno is not used in this pro- 
phecy, but Shiloh, is, because he would emphatically ex- 
press a son, who should be brought forth of his mother's 
womb, after the maimer of all those that are born of a wo- 
man." Of this interpretation they are so convinced, that, 
to evade the argument we argue from hence to prove the 
Messiah is come, they have invented a great many tales 
of the power they have still in some remote parts of the 
world. There is a book written on purpose, called, The 
Voice of glad Tidings, wherein they labour to prove, they 
have a kingdom still remaining. Which, if it should be 
granted, signifies nothing; for this prophecy is concerning 
their government in their own country, the land of Canaan : 
as they themselves very well know ; which makes them so 
desirous to return thither again, that the hand of Judah 
may be upon the neek of his enemies, and he may go up 
from the prey like a lion, and tie his ass to the vine, and 
wash his garments in wine, &c. as the words are in the rest 
of this prophecy. And whatsoever some of them are pleased 
to say concerning their power nobody knows where, they 
are sometimes in a contrary humour: for in the Gema- 
ra Sanhedrin they say, (cap. xi. §. 32.) " There shall not 
be the least magistrate in Israel, when the Messiah comes." 

Unto him shall the gathering of the people be.] So this 
clause is expounded by Abarbinel himself, whose words 
are, the people of the nations shall be gathered to worship 
him, L e. the Messiah. (See L'Empereur in Jacchiad. p. 
164. and Codex Middoth, p. 106, 107.) Wagenseil indeed 
thinks the most literal interpretation to be this, to him shall 
be the obedience of the people: which is the interpretation 
of Onkelos and the Jerusalem paraphrast. Kimchi also 
(lib. Radic.) so expounds it, the people shall obey him ; 
taking upon them to observe, what he shall command them. 
And in Prov. xxx. 17, which is the only place besides this 
where this word jikkah is found, it seems to signify obedience. 

See Confut. Carm. R. Lipmanni, p. 295, where Wagen- 
seil, after the examination of every particular word in this 
verse, thus sums up the sense of it in this paraphrase. 

€< That royal power and authority which shall be esta- 
blished in the posterity of Judah, shall not be taken from 
them; or, at least, they shall not be destitute of rulers 
and governors, no, not when they are in their declining 
condition : until the coming of the Messiah. But when he 
is come, there shall be no difference between the Jews and 
other nations: who shall all be obedient unto the Messiah. 
And after that the posterity of Judah shall have neither king 
nor ruler of their own: but the whole commonwealth of Ju- 
dah shall quite lose all form, and never recover it again." 

The truth of this exposition appears exactly from their 
history : of which it will be useful here to give an account. 
For from David to the captivity of Babylon they held the 
sceptre, for five whole ages and more, as I observed above. 
After which, wlien seventy years were finished in that capti- 
vity, they lived by their own laws in their own country: but 
had no absolute authority of their own, independent upon 



others; nor ever enjoyed u full liberty. For they were at 
first under the present monarths: afterwards, upon the 
conquest made by Alexander, under the Greeks: and then 
under the kings of Asia Minor and Egypt ; till the Roman 
yoke was imposed upon them. Yet all this time, while 
they were underthc empire of others, they enjoyed govern- 
ors or rulers of their own, who administered their affairs 
under those monarchs. The first was Zerobabel, called 
the captain, or prince of Judah, (Haggai i. 1.) After him 
Ezra and Nehemiah. And before them it is likely there 
were some others, as Jos. Scaliger gathers from Neh. v. 
15. After the death of Nchemiah the government came 
, into the hands of the high priests, as appears from Jose- 
phus, lib. xi. cap. 8, where he shews how Jaddus the high 
priest met Alexander in his expedition against Persia: 
which power was confirmed in that order, by the Macca- 
bees, as we commonly call them. It began in Mattathias ; 
and was continued in his sons. The third of which, Simon, 
Taised it to such a splendour, that he looked like a prince, 
as the reader may see it described in 1 Maccab. xiv. 
From whence his grandchild Aristobulus seems to have 
taken occasion to affect the name of king; though he had 
but the shadow of that power. Yet his posterity kept that 
name to the time of Herod, who stripped them of all their 
power, and destroyed their family. After his death the 
kingdom was divided by Augustus into tetrarchics : Archo- 
laus being made tetrarch of Judca; and the rest of the 
country divided between Philip and Antipas. But Arche- 
laus misbehaving himself, he was deprived of his govern- 
ment, and banished to Vicnne in France: and then Judea 
was reduced into the form of a province, and ruled by 
Roman governors. After which there was no king, nor 
cthnarch of Judea : so that after this time we may safely 
conclude, the Jews lost even their mechokkim, or govern- 
ors, as they had long ago lost the sceptre ; and had no 
power remaining among them of administering the affairs 
of their commonwealth. 

Now at this time our blessed Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, the true Shiloh, came; who was the founder of a 
new and heavenly kingdom. And nothing more was left to 
be done for the fulfilling of this prophecy, but, after his 
crucifying, to destroy Jerusalem and the temple, and 
therewith the whole form of their government, both civil 
and sacred. Then all power was entirely taken from Judah, 
when Christ had erected his throne in the heavens, and 
brought many people, in several parts of the earth, unto 
his obedience, and made them members of his celestial 
kingdom* Till which time this prophecy was not com- 
pletely fulfilled : which may be the reason, possibly, that 
it is not alleged by Christ and his apostles; because .the 
Jews might have said, We have still a government among 
us: which could not be pretended after the destruction by 
Titus. Which is now above sixteen hundred years ago : 
and there is not the least sign of their restitution. Which 
so perplexed R. Samuel Moraccanus, 'that it made him 
write thus to a friend of his, above six hundred years since : 

" I would fain learn from thee, out of the testimonies of 
the law, and the prophets, and other scriptures, why the 
Jews are thus 'smitten- in this captivity wherein we are: 
which may be properly called, the terpetuai. anger 
of God, because it hath no end. For it is now above 
a thousand years, since we were carried away cap- 
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tive by Titus; and yet our fathers, who worshipped 
idols, killed the prophets, and cast the law behind their 
back, were only punished with a seventy years' captivity, 
and then brought home again : but now there is no end of 
our calamities, nor do the prophets promise any." 

If this argument was hard to be answered then in his 
days, it is much harder now in ours, who still see thein 
pursued by God's vengeance ; which can be for nothing 
else but rejecting and crucifying the Messiah, the Saviour 
of the world. 

Ver. 11. Binding his foal unto the vine, &c] This verse 
sets forth the great fertility of Judah's country (abounding 
with vineyards and pastures) by two hyperbolical expres- 
sions. First, That vines should be as common there, as 
thorn-hedges in other places ; so that they might tie asses 
with their colts to them : or, as some will have it, lade an 
ass with the fruit of one vine. Secondly, That wine should 
be as common as water ; so that they should have enough, 
not only to drink, but to wash their clothes in it. Which 
doth not imply, that they made it serve for that use, but 
only denotes its plenty; which was so very great, that in 
treading the grapes, and pressing out the juice, their gar- 
ments were all sprinkled with wine, which one might 
wring out of them. 

CJipice vine.] The vine of Sorek (which we here translate 
choice, and in Jcrera. ii. 21. noble vine) was the most ex- 
cellent in all that country. For Sorek was a place not 
above half a mile from the valley of Eschol ; from whence 
the spies brought the large bunches, as a sample of the 
fruitfulness of the country. (See Bochart. par. i. Hierozoic. 
lib. iii. cap. 13.) 

Ver. 12. His eyes shall be red with wine, &c] This verse 
sets forth the healthfulness and vigour' of the inhabitants 
of that fertile country. But Dr. Castell thinks this not to 
be a good translation; because it can be said of none hut 
a drunkard, that his eyes are red with wine. And there- 
fore it ought to be translated, his eyes (or his countenance, 
for so eyes sometimes signifies) shall be brighter and more 
shining than wine. So the word we render red signifies in 
the Arabic tongue, as he shews in his Oratio in Schol. 
Thcolog. p. 31. and in his Lexicon. Yet the same word in 
the Proverbs (xxiii. 29.) cannot have any other significa- 
tion than red; and the red colour of the eyes answers 
very well here to the whiteness of the teeth, which follows; 
and there is no more reason to think he means, they should 
make their eyes red with drinking wine, than that they 
should wash their clothes in it: but it may only express 
the great abundance of wine; to serve not only their ne- 
cessity, but excess. 

And his teeth white with milk.] Milk doth not make the 
teeth white; but gives such an excellent nourishment, 
that they who live upon it arc healthy and strong : and 
their teeth not so apt to rot, as theirs -who feed upon 
greater dainties. So the meaning is, the rich pastures in 
that country should feed great flocks, and consequently 
they should have abundance of milk, so good and nourish- 
ing, that the teeth of the countrymen who lived upon it 
should be as white as the milk they drank. Or, if the fore- 
going words be translated, His eyes shall be brighter than 
wine ; these are to bo translated, Ilis teeth whiter than 
milk. 

Out of these three verses foregoing, Bochartus thinks the 



whole story of Silenus was forged by the poets. (Sec his 
Canaan, lib. i. cap. 18. p. 482.) 

Ver. 13. Zebulon shall dwell at the haven of the sea.] Near 
the lake of Tiberias; called in Scripture the sea of Galilee. 

He shall be a haven for ships.] The lot that fell to him 
extended from thence to the Mediterranean, where there 
were ports for ships. 

His border shall be unto Zidon.] He doth not mean the 
city of Zidon; for the tribe of Zebulon did not extend 
themselves beyond Mount Carmel, which is forty miles at 
least from thence, but the country of Zidon, i. e. Phoeni- 
cia, (as Bochart observes in his Phaleg. lib. iv. cap, 34.) 
which the Zehulonitcs touched. For as the Phoenicians 
were called Syrians from Sur, i. e. Tyre : so they were 
called Sidonians from Sidon, as Hesychius tells us, who 
interprets *2t§6vioi, by tyolvtwe. Whence the LXX. have 
Phoenicians for Sidonians, (Deut. iii. 9.) and Phoenice for 
Sidon, (Isai. xxiii. 2.) 

Itis very much to be admired, that Jacob should foretell, 
so many years beforehand, the situation of his posterity in 
the land of Canaan; when their several portions fell to 
them by lot, and not by their own choice, (Josh. xix. 10, 
il.) This could not have been, but by the spirit of pro- 
phecy. And itis remarkable also, thathe mentions Zebu- 
lon before Issachar, who was his eldest brother, (xxx. 11.) 
for no other reason, that I can discern, but because Zebu- 
Ion's lot was to come up before Issachar's, in the division 
of the land, his being the third, and Issachar's the fourth, 
(Josh. xix. 17.) By this they were taught that their habit- 
ation in the land of Canaan was the gift of God ; and did 
not come by chance : their forefather having so long be- 
fore predicted the very portion they should inherit. 

Ver. 14. Issachar is a strong ass.] As he compared Judah 
to a lion, because of his valour, so he compares Issachar 
to an ass, and a strong ass, because he foresaw they would 
be very patient and unwearied in rustical labours, in which 
asses were principally employed in those countries. , 

Couching down between two burdens J] There are various 
opinions about the signification of that word, which we 
translate burdens. But none seem to me so apt as that, to 
express the great strength of an ass ; which lies down> 
with its load hanging down on both sides. Whence a she- 
ass is called athon (as Bochart observes) from the word 
ethan, which signifies strength; because no beast of that 
bigness can carry such heavy burdens. 

Ver. 15. And he saw that rest was good.] Or, as some 
will have it, their resting place; the country that fell to 
their share in the land of Canaan, no part of which was 
more fruitful than some parts of Issachar's portion. Winch 
way soever we take it, he seems to foretell they would 
choose to follow husbandry rather than merchandize (ajs 
Zebulon did), and love quiet and peace, as husbandmen 
do ; especially when they live in a rich soil, as this tribe 
did. For so it follows. 

And the land that it was pleasant.] The famous valley of 
Jezrccl was in this tribe : whose border extended as far as 
Jordan; where there was a very pleasant country, (Josh* 
xix. 18. 22.) 

Bowed his shoulder to bear.] Taking any pains to till the 
land; and to carry in the corn, with other fruits of the 
earth. 

And became a servant unto tribute.] Submitting to the 
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heaviest taxes," rather than lose their repose: for the pre- 
servation of which they were content to give any money ; 
that they might redeem their services in the wars or other- 
ways by largo contributions. 

Ver. 1G. Dan shall judge his people, &c] In the word 
judge he alludes to the name of Dan, which signifies judg- 
ing, L e. ruling and governing. A great many follow 
Onkelos, who expounds it thus: a man shall arise out of 
the tribe of Dan, in tvhose days the people shall be delivered, 
&c. And accordingly we read that Samson, who was of 
this tribe, judged Israel twenty years. So the meaning is, 
the tribe of Dan shall have the honour to produce a judge, 
as well as other tribes. But there is this exception to this 
interpretation, that all the tribes did not produce judges; 
and all Israel (whom the judges governed) cannot be said 
to be Dan's people. But by his people (whom he is said 
here to judge) are properly, meant those of his tribe. And 
therefore Jacob's meaning is, that though he were the son 
of a concubine, yet his posterity should be governed by a 
head of their own tribe : as the other tribes of Israel were. 
So by this he took away all distinction between the sons of 
his concubines (of whom Dan was the first) and those which 
he had by Leah and Rachel. 

Ver. 17. Dan shall be a serpent by the ivay.] The next 
words shew, what kind of serpent he should be like, an 
adder in the path. The Hebrew word schephiphon some 
take for a basilisk; others for an asp, or a viper; others a 
snake, or adder, &c. The Vulgar translates it cerastes, 
which is a kind of viper: and Bochartus (in his Hierozoi- 
con, par. ii. lib. iii. cap. 32.) hath confirmed this transla- 
tion, by shewing how well it agrees to the characters which 
authors give of it: that it lies in sand, and in the ruts 
which cart-wheels make in the highway; and so is ready 
to bite travellers or their horses. Which is the harder to 
be avoided, because it is of a sandy colour; so that of ttoX- 
Xol ayvoovvrtg Trarovm, many tread upon it unaicares: and 
Nichander says, the poison of these serpents is chiefly felt 
in the thighs and hams of those they bite. Which perfectly 
agrees with what Jacob saith in the following words. 

Tlxat biteth the horse-heels, so that his rider shall fall 
backward.'] The horse not being able to stand, when the 
venom w r orks in his legs, the rider must needs fall with 
him. All this some make to be a description of Samson, 
who led no armies against his enemies, but overthrew them 
by subtlety and craft. But it rather belongs to all the 
Danitcs (as what was said before to all the Zebulonites 
and Issacharians) who Jacob foresaw would, "astu potius, 
quaiu aperto marte rem gerere," manage their wars rather 
by cunning and craft, than by open hostility, as Bochart 
speaks. An example of which we have in Judg. xviii. 27. 

Ver. 18. I have waited for thy salvation, O Lord.] They 
that refer the foregoing words to Samson, make an easy 
interpretation of this verse. Which is, that Jacob, fore- 
seeing his great achievements for the deliverance of his 
children, prays that God would, upon all occasions, vouch- 
safe to send such deliverers unto them, from their oppres- 
sors. And the Chaldee paraphvasts make him look be- 
yond such deliverers unto Christ, the great Saviour of the 
world. For these are the words of Onkelos (in the Com- 
plutensian edition, for they aro not to be found in Buxtorf 's 
or.Bomberg's), " I do not wait for the salvation of Gideon 
the son of Joash, which is temporal salvation; or of 



Samson the son of Manoah, which is also a transitory 
salvation ; but I expect the redemption of Christ, the Son 
of David," &c. Jonathan and the Jerusalem Targum 
say the same. And if we take all this prophecy to be- 
long to the whole tribe (as 1 believe it doth), that doth not 
exclude such a sense. But Jacob foreseeing the distresses 
wherein they would be, (Josh. xix. 47. Judg. i. 34.) prays 
God to help them, and deliver them, and teach them to 
look up to him in all their straits and necessities : and 
especially to wait for the Messiah. Yet after all, I think, 
the words may have another meaning, which is this: Jacob, 
perceiving his approaching death, and his spirits beginning 
to fail him, in the middle of his speech to his sons, breaks 
out into this exclamation (which belongs to none of them), 
saying, Itvait, O Lord^for a happy deliverance out of this 
world, into a better place. 

And then, having rested himself awhile, to recover his 
strength, he proceeded to bless the rest of his sons. 

Ver. 19. Gad, a troop shall overcome him.] Or invade 
him. There is an allusion in every word to the name of 
Gad : whose inheritance being in a frontier country beyond 
Jordan, was very much exposed to the incursions of the 
Amorites, and Moabites, and the rest of those envious 
neighbours, that dwelt in or near Arabia. And some think 
the word troop hath a great propriety in it; signifying, not 
a just army, but a party, as we speak, a band of men, that 
came oft-times to rob and spoil. But it appears by the 
prophet Jeremiah, (xlix. 1.) that the Ammonites sometime 
possessed themselves of the country of Gad, or, atleast, of 
some part of it, and exercised great cruelties there, (Amos 
i. 13.) Long before which the book of Judges informs us, 
how they were oppressed by this people for eighteen years 
together, (x.S.) and came with a great army and encamped 
in Gilead, (ver. 17.) which was in the tribe of Gad. 

But he shall overcome at the last.] This was eminently 
fulfilled, when Jephthah the Gileadite, fought with the 
children of Ammon, and "subdued them before the children 
of Israel," (Judg. xi. 33.) and when this tribe (together 
with their brethren of Reuben and Manasseh) made w r ar 
with the Hagarites, and possessed themselves of their 
country: which they kept till the captivity, " because tho 
war was of God," (1 Chron. v. 22.) 

Ver. 20. Out ofAsher.] i. e. Of his country. 

His bread shall be fat.] Shall be excellent provision, of 
all sorts, for the sustenance of human life. For bread com- 
prehends not only corn, but wine and oil, and all sorts of 
victuals, (xxi.14.) 

And he shall yield royal dainties.] His country shall af- 
ford not only all things necessary, but the choicest fruits, 
fit to be served up to the table of -kings. For part of it lay 
about Carmcl, (Josh. xix. 2G.) where thero was a most -de- 
licious valley. 

Ver. 21. Naphtali is a hind let loose.] As he had com- 
pared Judah to a lion, and Issachar to an ass, and Dan to 
a serpent ; so he compares this son to a hind, which is not 
confined within pales or walls; but runs at large, whither 
it pleaseth. Whereby is signified that this tribe would be 
great lovers of liberty. 

He giveth goodly (or pleasing) ivords.] Which denotes 
their address (as we now speak), charming language and 
affability, to win the favour of others ; and thereby preserve 
their peace and liberty. Mercer makes this verse to sig- 
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nify their speed and swiftness in dispatch of business; and 
their smoothness in the management of it: which might ren- 
der them acceptable to all men. There are no instances, 
indeed, in Scripture to make out this character: for Barak, 
who was of this tribe, was very slow in undertaking the de- 
liverance of Israel. Nor do we read they were more zea- 
lous assertors of liberty than others. But yet this will not 
warrant us to alter the punctuation of the words (as Boehart 
doth, par, i. Hicrozoic. lib. iii. cap. IS.) to make a quite 
different sense, which is this: Naphtali is a well-spread 
tree, which puts out beautiful branches. For'we do not find 
that they were either more beautiful or numerous than other 
tribes: but we find, quite contrary, that Simeon, Judah, 
Issachar, Zebulon, and Dan, were all more numerous than 
they, when Moses took an account of them, (Numb. i. 23. 
27. 29. 31. 39.) Besides, this interpretation makes this 
verse, in a manner, the very same with the next concerning 
Joseph. Therefore, though the LXX. agTee to Bochart's 
version, we had better stick to our own; which makes a 
sense clear and proper enough. 

Ver. 22. Joseph is a fruitful bough.] Or young plant. It 
is an allusion to his name; which imports growth and in- 
crease: and may well be understood of the gTeat dignity to 
which he was risen in Egypt. Unto which he was advanced 
in a short time, after Pharaoh took notice of him: like a 
bough or young plant, which shoots up apace; and thence 
compared in the next words to 

A fruitful bough by a well.'] Or spring of water: which 
in those dry countries made the plants which were set near 
them to grow the faster, and to a greater height, (Psal. i. 3.) 
and therefore signifies his extraordinary advancement. 

Whose branches run over the wall] Cover the wall that 
surrounds the spring; or the wall against which the tree is 
planted. Which seems to denote the two tribes of Ephraim 
and Manasseh; which sprang from him, and were very 
flourishing: as appears from Josh. xvii. 14. 17. where they 
tell him, they were " a great people, whom the Lord had 
blessed hitherto/' And Joshua there acknowledges as 
much, saying, " Thou art a great people, and hast great 
power:" and therefore assigns them a larger portion of 
land, than they had at first. The Hebrew word banoth, 
which we translate boughs, literally signifying daughters; 
some think that, as he speaks of the sons of Joseph in the 
foregoing part of the verse, so in this he speaks of his 
daughters, that they should go to the wall, i. e. saith Dr. 
Lightfoot, even to the enemy: to repair the hostile tribe of 
Benjamin ; which otherwise had decayed for want of wives. 
For so the word schur signifies, and is translated by us an 
enemy, (Psal.xcii. 11.) And D.Chytneus understands here 
by daughters, the cities of the tribe of Ephraim which should 
be well governed, though some should set themselves 
against it. 

Ver. 23. The archers.] In the Hebrew the words baale 
chitsim signify masters in the art of shooting ; and there- 
fore denote those here spoken of to be skilful in doing 
mischief: such were his brethren, who were full not only of 
envy, but hatred to him, (xxxviii. 4, 5. 11.) Some refer 
it also to Potiphar's wife, who wickedly slandered him: 
and others to the whole tribe of Ephraim, who were en- 
compassed with enemies (who in general arc meant by 
archers), when the kingdom was settled in them, over the 
ten tribes. 

VOL. I. 



Have sorely grieved him.] By their unkind, or rather 
churlish behaviour towards him; ," for they could not. 
speak. peaceably to him," (xxxvii. 4.) and it is likely they 
reviled him, and threw out bitter words against him : which 
are' properly compared to arrows, (Psal. lxiv. 3.) 
. And shot at him.] Designed to destroy him; and did ac- 
tually throw him into sore afflictions, (xxxviii. 22. £4. 28.) 

And hated him.] Which arose from their hatred to him. 

Ver. 24. But his bow abode in strength.] He armed him- 
self with invincible patience ; having nothing else to op- 
pose unto their malicious contrivances. It seems to be a 
metaphor from those soldiers, who have bows so well 
made, that though often, never so often bent, they neither 
break, nor grow weak. Such was the temper of Joseph's 
mind. 

And the arms of his hands were made strong.] i. e. He 
was strengthened and supported : being like to a strenuous 
archer, the muscles and sinews of whose arms are so firm 
and compact, that though his hands draw his bow con- 
tinually, he is not weary. 

By the hands of the mighty God of Jacob.] Which forti- 
tude he had not from himself, but from the Almighty ; who 
had supported Jacob in all his adversities ; and made all 
that Joseph did (when he Avas sold and imprisoned) to 
prosper in his hands, (xxxix. 3. 22, 23.) The Hebrew 
word abir, which signifies potent or powerful, and wc trans- 
late mighty One, is as much as the Lord of Jacob. For from 
power it comes to signify potestas, authority and dominion 
also, as Boehart observes. 

From thence.] From the Divine Providence over him, 
before mentioned. > 

Is the shepherd.] Joseph became the feeder and nou- 
risher of his father, and of his family, and of their flocks 
and herds : preserving them all from being famished. 

And the stone of Israel.] Who upheld them all, and kept 
them from being ruined. Or, shepherd .may signify his 
being made governor of all the land of Egypt; and the 
stone of Israel, the support of his family. For shepherd 
is a name of dignity and authority: and stone signifies the 
foundation (as Abarbincl here expounds it) upon which 
the whole building relics: as Jacob and all his children 
did upon Joseph for their sustenance. 

Some I find (particularly D. Chytrocus) refer the words 
from thence unto Joseph: and then by the shepherd and 
stone of Israel, understand those excellent men, who by 
their wisdom and valour supported the commonwealth of 
Israel. Such as Joshua, the captain of the Lord's host, 
and Abdon, one of the judges, who were of the tribe of 
Ephraim : and Gideon, Jair, and Jcphthah, who were of 
the tribe of Manasseh. But the following words incline 
rather to the former senso. 

Ver. 25. Even by the God of thy father.] Or from him 
that blessed me ; and advanced thee to be the support of 
my family. For it refers to all that went before. 

Who shall help thee.] Having said what God had already 
done for him; he now forctels what he would do here- 
after: which relates to all his posterity ; whom God would 
protect and defend. , : 

And by the Almighty.] Or, from him who is all-sufficient ; 
by which name he revealed himself unto Abraham, when 
he entered into covenant with him and with his seed, 
(xvii. 1.) 
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And bless thee with the blessings of heaven above, bless- 
ings of the deep that lieth under J] The meaning seems to 
be, that his posterity should be planted in a very fertile 
soil : watered from above with the dew of heaven and with 
showers of rain ; and watered beneath with springs and 
rivers. As G. Vossius well interprets it, lib. i. dc Idolol. 
cap. 77. 

Blessings of the breasts, and of the womb.'] A promise of 
a numerous and thriving progeny. Or, of a vast increase 
of cattle, so well fed, that they should bring up their young 
prosperously, as well as bring them forth abundantly. 

Ver. 2G. The blessings of thy father.] Either the bless- 
ings bestowed by God upon Jacob ; or the blessings Jacob 
conferred on his son Joseph. 

Have prevailed.] Are greater. 

Above the blessings of my progenitors.] Than the bless- 
ings God bestowed upon Abraham and Isaac : who had 
not so many sons as God had blessed him withal : upon 
every one of whom also he conferred a share in the inherit- 
ance of the land of Canaan; whereas Ishmael was ex- 
cluded by Abraham, and Esau by Isaac. Or, the mean- 
ing may be, I have done more for thee, than they for me, 
i. e. thou shalt be happier than I. For Jacob led an un- 
settled life: but Joseph flourished in great splendour in 
Egypt, to the end of his days. 

Unto the utmost bounds of the everlasting hills.] As long 
as the world shall last. For perpetuity is expressed in 
Scripture by the durablcness of mountains, (Isai. liv.'lO.) 
And here he seems to allude to the noble mountains, which 
fell to be the portion of Joseph's children, viz. Bashan 
and Blount Ephraim. But there are those who think he 
hath not respect to the durableness of these mountains, 
but to their fruitfulncss ; translating the Hebrew word 
tavath not bounds, but desires, as the Vulgar Latin doth. 
And then the sense is, Unto all that is most desirable in 
those ancient hills, which abounded with the most excel- 
lent fruit. And this translation is grounded on Moses's 
blessing, which seems to be an interpretation of Jacob's, 
Deut. xxxiii. 15. where he blesses him; " for the chief 
things of the ancient mountains, and for the precious things 
of the lasting hills." 

Of him that was separate from his brethren.] The word 
nazir, which we translate separate, signifies one that is 
separated from others, " vel voto, vel dignitate," (as Bo- 
chart observes, par. ii. Hicrozoic. lib. v. cap. 6.) either 
by a vow, or by his dignity. And in the latter sense Joseph 
is called nazir, because of his eminent dignity; whereby 
he was advanced above all his brethren : being the viceroy 
of Egypt. 

Ver. 27. Benjamin shall raven as a wolf] This sets forth 
the warlike temper of this tribe : „ a wolf being both a strong 
and undaunted, and also a very rapacious creature: and 
thence in aftertimes dedicated to Mars. From whence 
wolves are called Martii and Martiales in Virgil and in 
Horace: and warlike men arc called by the Greeks Av- 
k6$qoviq, of a ivolf-like temper. And the history justifies 
this character : the tribe of Benjamin alone maintaining a 
war with all the other tribes ; in which they overcame 
them in two battles, though they had sixteen to one against 
them. And they killed then more men of Israel than they 
had in their whole army. (Sec Bochart, par. i. Hierozoic. 
lib. iii. cap. 10.) 



In the morning he shall devour the prey, and at night he 
shall divide the spoil.] This doth not signify (as the foro- 
named author observes, in the same place) the whole day, 
but the whole night: one part of which is the evening, and 
the other the morning. And therefore the particle and sig- 
nifies here as much as after: and this is the sense : the 
tribe of Benjamin shall be like a ravening wolf: who shall 
have his prey to eat till morning-light ; after he hath divided 
it in the evening. For the division of the prey goes before 
the eating of it. This passage is like that Josh. vii. 25. 
u They burnt them with fire, and stoned them with stones," 
i. e. burnt them, after they had stoned them; as we there 
rightly translate it. And this applied to Benjamin, signifies 
such success in their wars, that they should come home 
loaded with the spoils of their enemies. 

I omit the fancy of the Talmudists, who imagine Benja- 
min is compared to a wolf, because the altar of burnt- 
offering, where the morning and evening sacrifices were 
daily consumed, stood in this tribe. They that would 
know what they say of this, may look in Codex Middoth, 
cap. iii. §. 1. and L'Empcreur's Annotations there. 

Ver. 28. All these are the twelve tribes of Israel.] From 
these sprang the twelve tribes of Israel : or, these are the 
blessings of the twelve tribes : for these words plainly 
shew, that what he had said was not to be fulfilled in their 
persons, but in their posterity. 

And blessed them; every one according to his blessing, 
&c] He did not give them a new blessing after all this : 
but the meaning is, he blessed them (in the manner forego- 
ing) every one according to the blessing designed by God 
for them. There seems indeed to be no benediction be- 
stowed on the three first tribes ; but that is to be under- 
stood only comparatively: for he provided for them all a 
portion in the land of Canaan. 

Ver. 29. I am to be gathered to my people.] Must die 
shortly. 

Bury me with my fathers, &c] The reason of this injunc- 
tion is well explained by Mercer : to whom I refer the 
reader. 

Ver. 30. In the cave that is, &c] He describes the 
place so particularly, in this and the two next verses, be- 
cause he would not have them mistake it when they went 
to bury him ; and that he might shew his title to it, if the 
inhabitants of Canaan (from which he had been absent 
some years) should dispute the laying his body there. 

Ver. 33. IVIien Jacob had made an end of commanding 
his sons.] Concerning his burial; which he briefly added 
to his prophecy. 

He gathered up his feet into the bed.] The Hebrews think 
that out of reverence to God he sat up when he pronounced 
a blessing on his sons: his feet hanging down upon the 
ground. And indeed it is very propable he endeavoured 
to put himself into a posture of authority at least: and 
therefore sat on his bed-side while he spake. And now 
the prophetic spirit, which had raised his natural spirits 
above their ordinary pitch, departing from him, th6y pre- 
sently sunk so much the lower; and in a short time he ex- 
pired. 

Yielded np the ghost.] The Hebrews will have it to ex- 
press an easy death. 

And teas gathered to his jyeople.] To his ancestors. 
From whence there are some (particularly Theodoret) who 
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infer the belief they had, in those days, of another life: in 
society with those who were departed out of this life. For 
brutes are never said to be gathered to those of their kind, 
that died before them. 



CHAP. L. 

Ver. 1. «/ OSEPHfell on his father's face. 1 He was trans- 
ported by his affection, to the tenderest expressions of it: 
though he was a man in great dignity and authority. 

And kissed him.} It is likely he first closed his eyes, as 
God promised he should do, xlvi. 4. (and as the custom 
was,) and then parted from his body with a kiss. Of which 
we find many examples both among heathen and Christian 
people : but they will not warrant us to say that it was 
done by everybody; for all that I have observed -were 
such near relations as Joseph was to Jacob. Thus Ovid 
represents Niobe as kissing her slain sons ; and Meleager's 
sisters kissing him when he lay dead : and Corippus re- 
presents Justin the younger falling upon Justinian, and 
weeping, and kissing him, just as Joseph did here : 

" Ut prius ingrediens corpus venerabile vidit, 
Incubuit lachrymans, atque oscula frigida carpsit 
Divini patris." 

Yet Dionys. Areopag. cap. vii. Eccles. Hierarch. de- 
scribing the funerals of Christians, saith, the bishop prayed 
over the corpse when it was brought into the church, and 
after prayer, Avrbg a<r?raZsTcu rbv KtKotfxrifiivov, &c. Both he 
himself kissed the dead person, and after him all that were 
present did the same : so it seems to have been their taking 
a solemn leave of the dead, till they met in another world. 

Ver. 2. His servants the physicians .] Great men anciently, 
among other servants that waited on them, had a physician. 
And Joseph, being viceroy of Egypt, may well be sup- 
posed to have kept more than one in his retinue. 

To embalm his father .] Of which there was now the 
greater necessity ; because his body was to be carried a 
great way to its sepulchre. And both Herodotus and Dio- 
dorus Siculus tell us there were those in Egypt who pro- 
fessed the art of preserving bodies from corruption. Which, 
it is likely, was a part of their physicians' employment : 
for the word ropheim (which we translate physicians) con- 
stantly signifies in Scripture, such as cure or heal sick 
bodies. But the LXX. here aptly enough translate it 
IvrafytaoraQ (those that prepared and fitted bodies for their 
interment, by embalming them, as we translate it), because 
this now was their proper business. Whence it is that 
Pliny saith, (lib. xi. cap. 37.) " Mos est Egyptiis cadavcra 
asservare medicata," it is the custom of the Egyptians to 
preserve dead bodies ordered by the physician's art. In 
which art they excelled all other people: bodies of their 
embalming remaining to this day; and are often brought 
into these countries, under the name of mummy : concern- 
ing which a late German physician (Joach. Struppius) 
hath written a peculiar treatise. 

And the physicians embalmed Israel.] The forenamed 
authors (Herodotus and Diodorus Siculus) tell us the man- 
ner how it was performed ; and at what rates : there being 
three several prices, according to the cost that men would 
bestow upon their friends. Upon the first rank of funerals 



they spent a talent of silver : the second cost about twenty 
pound: about the third they made small expense, as Dio- 
dorus expressly tells us, (lib.i. §. 2. p. 57. edit. Hen. Steph.) 
And Herodotus, in three distinct chapters, shews how they 
ordered the bodies of the better, middle, and meaner sort, 
so as to preserve them ; and yet with greater or lesser ex- 
pense. (Vid. Euterpe, cap. 86, 87, 88.) If things were thus 
in Joseph's days, it is not to be thought that he would 
spare any cost, but had his father's body embalmed in the 
noblest manner. 

Ver. 3. And forty days were fulfilled for him.'] That is, 
for his embalming: which could not be finished in a little 
time. For Diodorus tells us of several officers who were 
employed about it, one after another; and says expressly 
they spent more than thirty days in it. Which differs 
something from what is here related : but, it is likely, in 
future times (when Diodorus lived) they might have at- 
tained to a greater perfection in this art ; and made their 
spices penetrate the whole body in less than forty days, 
but more than thirty. And Herodotus doth not really 
differ from this, when he saith, in the place beforenamed, 
Tavra 7iWj<rav7£c. when they had done these things (stuffed 
the body with myrrh, cassia, and other spices, except 
frankincense), ragi^vovaL virgt^, tcptyavTsg -hiiigag Ij3Sojli?jkov- 
tcl, they pickled it in nitre, where it lay soaking seventy 
days. That is, thirty days more ; till the forty were made 
up seventy: longer than which neither the bodies of the 
better nor the meaner sort were to be salted. But after 
that, they were wrapped in fine linen and gums ; to make 
it stick like glue: and so they delivered the body to the 
kindred of the deceased entire (as IJiodorus writes, p. 58.) 
in all its features, the very hairs of the eye-lids being pre- 
served. 

There have been some so morose as to censure Joseph 
for following the perverse customs, as they call them, of the 
Egyptians: who spent too much upon dead bodies. But 
they should have considered how much more perverse it is 
not to follow the decent customs of the country where we 
live; and that dead bodies, especially of the faithful, are 
not to be neglected, but treated (as St. Austin speaks, lib. 
i. de Civ. Dei, cap. 13.) as the organs of the Holy Ghost: 
which the ancients, he thinks, did well to carry to their fu- 
nerals, offwiosd pietate. 

And the Egyptians mourned for him seventy days.] i. e. 
All that time they were preparing his body, in the manner 
before related, for its funeral : which Herodotus says, was 
just seventy days. He and also Diodorus describe their 
manner of mourning ; and say that they daubed their heads 
with mud (as the Jews sprinkled ashes on their heads), and 
went about lamenting till the corpse was buried : abstain- 
ing from bathing and from wine, and from all delicate food, 
or fine clothes. Which latter part of their mourning, it is 
likely, might be in use in Joseph's time; though not the 
former, of besmearing their heads and faces with mud. But 
it is sufficient to say that they appeared in the habit of 
mourners (all the time the body was embalming), which 
was very various in different times and places: and con- 
tinued in some countries a great many days longer than in 
others. This time of seventy days may seem to some too 
long: but Jacobus Capcllus proposes this to their consi- 
deration, (Hist. Exot. et Sacra, ad A. M. 2310.) that Joseph 
being next to their king, the Egyptians honoured his father 
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with a royal funeral, and a mourning of seventy days: 
which he thiwks is a round number for seventy-two: for 
Diodorus says so many were the days of mourning for their 
king. " It seeming reasonable to them, that a§ they gave 
the fifth part of the increase of their land to their king 
"when he was alive; so they should bestow the fifth part of 
the year upon him in mourning for him when he was dead: 
which was just seventy-two, not reckoning the five odd 
days, which did not come into their account. As to those 
who object that this was immoderate mourning, having 
more of ambition than piety in it; his answer is, That 
(granting it to be true) Joseph did not bring in this custom; 
and had peculiar reason to follow what he found in use 
there : that they might be the more condemned who vexed 
the innocent posterity, on whose parent they had bestowed 
royal honours. Besides, there is something due to kings 
and great men, to distinguish them from the dregs of the 
people." 

Ver.' 4. Andwhen the days of mourning were past.] That 
is, the seventy days beforenamecl. 

Joseph spake unto the house of Pharaoh'] To the great 
officers of the court; unto whom, it is most probable, he 
spake by a messenger : strict mourners (such as Joseph 
was) using to keep close in their chambers, and not to ap- 
pear in public, or make visits. At least it was against the 
custom to appear in the court (if the same usage was there 
in those days, which was in the Persian court in Mordecai's 
time; and such rational customs one cannot but think were 
very ancient) in the habit of a "mourner, (Esth. iv. 1, 2.) 
For which reason he did not go himself to make the follow- 
ing request to Pharaoh: they who were in the state of 
mourning being looked upon as defiled. 

Ver. 5. My father made me swear, &c] See xlvii. 29, 30. 
where Jacob engaged him by an oath to carry his body 
into Canaan, to be buried there : that he might keep up 
some claim to that country, by virtue of the sepulchre, 
which his grandfather had there purchased ; and where his 
father Isaac lay buried. 

Which I have digged for me.] In the cave that Abraham 
had bought, Gen. xxiii. (which was a large place) Jacob 
it seems had taken care to have a grave digged for himself. 
From which and such-like examples St. Austin argues (in . 
the place quoted above, on ver. 3.) the bodies of the dead, 
especially of good men, are to be treated with such a re- 
gard, as they themselves thought was due to them. 

Ver. G. According as he made thee swear.] The religion 
of an oath, it appears from hence, was in those days so sa- 
cred, that the king, who had not sworn himself, would not 
have another man violate it, for his sake: who might have 
pretended he could not spare Joseph so long from his busi- 
ness, being his chief minister in the land of Egypt, Such 
heathen kings as these will rise up in judgment against 
those Christian princes who make a jest of theiT oaths. 

Ver. 7. All the servants of Pharaoh.] This seems to be 
explained by the next words, the elders of his house; the 
principal officers of court. For the word all must be un- 
derstood with some limitation, as usually in Scripture: 
some being left behind, no doubt, to wait upon the king. 
Thus in Matt. iii. 5. allJudea is said to have gone out to 
John's baptism, /. e. a great many. 

• The elders of his house, Sec] I have observed before on 
xxiv. 2. that elder is a name of dignity : as the Jerusa- , 



lem Targum there expounds it; instead of his servant the 
elder of his house, having thesopvords, his principal servant, 
who was set over all the rest, as their governor. And it ap- 
pears by this place that this was used not only by the He- 
brews, but by the Egyptians, long before Moses's time, as 
a title of honour and dignity: as it hath since been by all 
nations whatsoever. (Sec Mr. Selden, lib. i. do Synedr. 
cap. 14.) 

All the elders of the land of Egypt.] The principal per- 
sons in authority and dignity, throughout the whole coun- 
try, as well as those of the court : such as were governors 
of provinces, and cities, and counsellors, &c. Which 
honour they did to Jacob, in all likelihood, by Pharaoh's 
command: for how well soever they might stand affected 
to Joseph, they could not of their own accord desert their 
charge. 

Ver. 8. All the house of Joseph, &c] Their whole family ; 
except such as were necessary to look after their little ones 
and their flocks, &c. This verse also shews the word all 
must have a limited sense. 

Ver. 9. And there went up ivith him both chariots and 
horsemen.] As a guard to him ; which, it is likely, always 
attended him, as viceroy of the kingdom: but now might 
be necessary for his safety, as he passed through the de- 
serts, in case he should meet with any opposition, when he 
came to challenge his burying-place. Though it is proba- 
ble that matter was settled beforehand with the Canaan- 
itcs; who were in no condition to oppose the kingdom of 
Egypt: which was grown very rich, and they very poor, by 
the late famine. 

• And it was a very great company.] That he might ap- 
pear in greater state, at such a solemnity. 

Ver. 10. And they came to the threshing-floor of Atad.'] 
Some take Atad for a place, and translate the word before 
it in the same sense, as if he had said they came to Goren- 
Atad. But Forsterus in his Lexicon thinks Atad w f as 
the proper name of a man, who was eminent in that 
country for his threshing : floor. Though there are those 
who take it for a bramble, with which that floor was fenced 
in: for so the word signifies, Judg. ix. 14. And the Afri- 
cans called a bramble atadim (as Bochart observes, lib. ii. 
Canaan, cap. 15.) which is the plural number of Atad. 
But the Talmudists are so fanciful, that, not satisfied with 
such reasons, they say Jacob's coffin was here surrounded 
with garlands (crowns they call them) just like a threshing- 
floor, which is hedged about with thorns. For the tradi- 
tion, they say, is, that the sons of Esau, Ishmael, and Ke- 
turah all met here; and seeing Joseph's crown hanging 
over the coffin, they all pulled off theirs, and hanged them 
up in the same manner. So the Excerpt. Gemaraj in So- 
ta, cap. i. §. 45. K 

Beyond Jordan.] Some translate it, On this side Jordan* 
Both are true, with respect to several places: for it was on 
this side Jordan with respect to those in Canaan: hut be- 
yond Jordan with respect to those who came unto Canaan, 
through the deserts ; as Joseph did now, and the Israelites 
afterward. Why Joseph passed this way, which was very 
much about, and not the direct road, which was a great deal 
shorter, is hard to tell. Perhaps it was a better way for 
chariots: for it is not probable they feared any opposition 
from the Philistines, or Edomites ; with whom the matter 
might have been concerted (as we now speak) beforehand. 
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if they had apprehended their passage would meet with 
any hinderance from them. 

There they mourned, &c] Wherein this great and sore 
lamentation consisted, we are not able to give a certain ac- 
count: but in aftertimes they sat with their faces covered; 
having ashes sprinkled on their heads ; crying out with a 
mournful voice; sometimes wringing, sometimes clapping 
their hands together; smiting their breasts, or their thighs ; 
with many other expressions of grief and sorrow. But why 
they made this lamentation at the floor of Atad, rather than 
at the grave, is harder to resolve. Perhaps it was a more 
convenient place U> stay in seven days, than that where he 
was to be buried: and the mourning being made in the 
country where the body was laid, was the same as if it had 
been made at the grave. Or, it was the fashion, perhaps, 
at the very entrance of the country, where they carried a 
corpse to be buried, to fall into a lamentation : and they 
made the same again, when they came to the place where 
it was interred : though there is nothing of that here men- 
tioned. 

Seven days.] That that was the time of public mourning 
among the Jews in succeeding ages, it appears from many 
instances : particularly 1 Sara. xxxi. 13. Ecclus. xxii. 13. 
Judith xvi. 29. And just so long their joy lasted at solemn 
weddings ; as we read in chap. xxix. of this book, ver. 27. 

Ver. 11. This is a grievous mounting to the Egyptians.] 
By this it appears this was a solemn public mourning, in 
which the Egyptians themselves Joined, though not related 
to him. And therefore, it is likely, consisted in such wail- 
ings, and outward expressions of sorrow, as were made 
even by those who had no inward grief. For in following 
times there were a sort of men called DTI3D, lamenters 
(from the Hebrew word saphad used in the foregoing 
verse), who had a public office, as our bearers have, to at- 
tend upon funerals and make doleful lamentations. (Sec 
Buxtorf. Lex. Talm. f. 1524.) 

Abel-Mitzraim.'] This shews the lamentation was ex- 
ceeding great, that it changed the very name of the place 
where it was made : or, at least, gave a name to it. 

Ver. 14. And Joseph returned into Egypt, &c] They 
had a prosperous journey: and there is no ground for what 
some Jews bid us here note ; that not one man was lost, 
though they had a battle with the Edomites in their way to 
Canaan. 

Ver. 15. Joseph will peradventure hate ns, 8cc] Their 
guilt was so great, that it continued to make them sus- 
picious. 

Ver. 1G. And they sent messengers unto Joseph. ~] The 
same guilt made them fearful to go themselves ; but they 
first tried how he would answer a messenger they sent to 
him (for it doth not appear there was more than one) in all 
their names; with a letter, perhaps, confirming what he de- 
livered by word of mouth. Some think this message was 
sent before they went to bury their father; while the time 
of mourning lasted: when Joseph's heart, they thought, 
was tender, and his father fresh in memory. Bat this is not 
a sufficient reason to make us think it was not done in 
order of time as it is here placed in the story. 

Thy father commanded before he died.] This was a feiq^ied 
story: for we do not find that Joseph had acquainted his 
father with their usage of him. Or, if lie did, it would have 
been more proper to have left this charge with Joseph, than 



with them ; or rather, he knew him so well, that he needed 
not to command him to take no revenge. 

Ver. 17. Forgive the trespass.] So we well translate the 
Hebrew phrase, take away the trespass: which is used 
elsewhere in this book, xviii. 24. 20. and in Hoseaxiv. 2. 
And by forgive is meant, " Remitte poenam, quam ab illis 
possisjure exigere propter peccatum in te commissum ;" 
asBochartwell explains this passage ; (par. i. liierozoic. 
lib. ii. cap. 41.) Remit the pwushment, which thou mayest 
justly exact of them, for the offence they committed against 
thee. 

Of. the servants of the God of thy father.] They urge 
besides the command of their father, and the relation they 
had to him as his brethren, that they were of the same reli- 
gion with him : which makes the greatest conjunction of 
minds and affections, if it be rightly understood and prac- 
tised. For how can the worshippers of the same God hate 
one another? There are those who think they call them- 
selves the servants of God, not merely upon the account 
of their worshipping the true God, but because they were 
teachers also of the true religion: for this made them, 
above other Israelites, to be the servants of God. So Jac. 
Alting. lib. iii. Shilo, cap. 14. 

And Joseph wept when they spake iinto him.] By their 
messenger. Which shews he. was so far from bejng angry 
at them, that he pitied them, and had a tender affection to 
them. 

Ver. 18. And his brethren also went, .Sic] The messen- 
ger acquainting them how he stood affected to them ; and, 
it is likely, carrying back a kind message from him, and an 
invitation to come to him ; they went to his house, and 
humbled themselves at his feet. In which Joseph's dream 
was still further fulfilled. 

We are thy servants.] They had not yet overcome their 
fear (so close did their guilt stick to their consciences), 
and therefore call themselves his servants, not his brethren. 
They had sold him to be a servant; and now they offer 
themselves to be so to him. . . ; .< ■. , 

Ver. 19. For am I in the place of God?] His father 
Jacob had said the same to Rachel, (xxx. 2.) to persuade 
her to submit to Divine Providence : which seems to be 
the scope of the words here. Shall I presume to oppose 
myself to what is come to pass ; as if I were God, and not 
He, who hath ordered things so much for our good? This 
appears to be the sense by what follows: and may be thus 
expressed : shall I punish you for that (for that may be 
meant by being in the place of God, to whom vengeance 
belongs) which God hath turned so much to all our advan- 
tage? Though the words may be simply rendered, I am 
in the place of God, without an interrogation. As much as 
to say, I have nourished and sustained you all this while, 
and can yon think I will now do you hurt ? 

Ver. 20. But as for yon, ye thought evil against me, &c.} 
It is true, indeed, ye thought to destroy me : but God de- 
signed by that very evil contrivance, of yours, to bring 
about the greatest good both to you and me. 

To bring to pass as it is this day, &c] To accomplish 
what you now see, the preservation of our whole family: 
which he understands by much people, in the next words, 
who by this means were saved from perishing. Herein ap- 
pears the wonderful wisdom of God's overruling provi- 
dence : which, contrary to the nature of sin, and the will 
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of sinners, turns the evil they do into good, and directs it 
to the most excellent ends. 

Ver. 21. Now therefore fear you not.'] He again encou- 
rages their hope; by repeating what he had said, vcr. 19. 

J will nourish you, &c] I will still take care of you all, 
as I have done hitherto. 

And he comforted them, tec] With such discourse as this 
ho raised up their drooping spirits: for he spako most 
kindly to them. 

Ver. 22. And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, toe.] He continued 
in Egypt; and so did his brethren, to their dying day. 
And, no doubt, made his word good to them: being one of 
the greatest examples of heroic virtue; to which none can 
arrive, unless they be meek and placable as he was. For, 
" Nihil est magnum, quod non idem sit placidum;" as Se- 
neca truly said. 

Joseph lived a hundred and ten years.] Not so long as 
his forefathers; for he was the son of his father's old age, 
and lived a great part of his time full of thought and care: 
having the weight of a great kingdom's affairs lying on him. 
For eighty of these years he spent in Egypt (being but 
thirty years old when he first stood before Pharaoh), in great 
prosperity, indeed; but in no less solicitude to discharge 
so great a trust as was committed to him. 

Ver. 23. Ephraims children of the third generation.] i. e. 
His great grandchildren. In which Jacob's prediction be- 
gan to be fulfilled, (xlviii. 19, 20. xlix. 25.) We find in- 
deed that after Joseph's death (I suppo&e) Ephraim had 
some of his children slain, (1 Chron, vii. 21, &c.) But God 
so blessed those who remained, that when Moses took an 
account of them after their coming out of Egypt, they were 
increased to above eight thousand more than the children 
of Manassch, (Numb. i. 33. 35.) 

Brought tip upon Joseph's knees.] He lived to embrace 
and dandle them (as we now speak), in which old men and 
women much delight. Machir had only Gilead by his first 
wife; but he had more children by a second, as we read 
1 Chron. vii. 16. All which were born before Joseph 
died'; and, perhaps, by children he means the children of 
his grandchildren. 

Joseph's great authority, and his children's great increase, 
overawed his brethren so that they never durst dispute their 
father's will: inwhich ho gave a double portion unto them. 
Which one would guess by their temper, was as displeas- 
ing to them, as their fathers kindness to Joseph anciently 
had been: but they durst not oppose it; nor do we find 
they quarrelled at it. 

Ver. 24. God mil surely visit you.] He explains his 
meaning by what follows ; and bring you out of this land, 
&c. For the word visit is used indifferently either for be- 
stowing good things, or inflicting evil. Thus he died in 
the same faith with his ancestors; that God would make 
good his promises to them. 

Ver. 25. And Joseph took an oath.] As his father had 
done of him, (xlvii. 30> 31.) 

Of the children of Israel.] Not only of his brethren men- 
tioned before, (ver. 24.) but of all their family, who Mere to 
succeed them ; and might live (when his brethren were dead) 
to carry his body out of Egypt; which he desired, for the 
same reason his father had done. 

Carry np my bones from hence.] He did not desire to be 
carried immediately after his death, as his father was when 
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his embalming was finished; but that they should carry 
him when they themselves retailed to Canaan : by which 
time ho knew his flesh would be quite dried up, and no- 
thing left but bones. The reason why he did not desire to 
be carried away presently, was, that his body remaining 
with them, they might look upon it as a pledge and secu- 
rity of the promise God had made, of giving them the pos- 
session of that land, wherein he desired to be buried, or 
not buried at all. But he had repeated it twice, that God 
would surely visit them, (ver. 24, 25.) and was so confident 
of it, that he desired to bo kept unburied, till the time of 
that visitation. Perhaps also he considered that they could 
not be of such authority as he had been : to prevail to have 
his body carried to Canaan, as his father's was: and there- 
fore desired them not to think of laying him there, till that 
time came, when they should make a solemn and universal 
departure thither. 

We read nothing what became of the rest of his bre- 
thren, but Josephus saith they were all carried into the 
land of Canaan to be buried: for they had the same desire, 
in all likelihood, and gave the same charge concerning their 
bodies;, to keep posterity in hope, that God would cer- 
tainly bring them thither. Which the words of St. Stephen 
also may seem to import, when he saith, (Acts vii. 15, 16.) 
" Jacob died, and our fathers, and were carried over into 
Sychem," &c. Though we read of none of their fathers 
beside Joseph; yet it seems the tradition was, that they 
were all carried thither, after his example. And so St. 
Jerome saith, that he saw at Sychem the sepulchres of the 
twelve patriarchs. (Epitaph. Paulas, cap. 6.) 

Ver. 26. So Joseph died.] After he had taken the fore- 
named oath of them, and assured them again of the truth 
of God's promise: which were the last things he did. 

Some, perhaps, may think it strange that so wise and 
great a man as Joseph, whose dying words, one cannot 
but think, would have left a deep impression upon his bre- 
thren, should not give them abundance of good counsel at 
his departure from this world: and lay some other charge 
upon them, besides this of carrying up his bones to the land 
of Canaan. But Moses did not intend to write all that ex- 
cellent men said and did: and we may very well think, 
when he declared his steadfast faith in the promise made 
to Abraham, (which the apostle takes notice of, Hebr. xi. 
22.) and assured them God would perform it, he enlarged 
himself on that subject, in more words than are here related. 

Being a hundred and ten years old.] This was said be- 
fore, (ver. 22.) but here repeated, to signify he did not live 
a year beyond it; and so died just fifty-four years after his 
father; and a hundred and forty-four years before their 
departure out of Egypt. 

And they embalmed him.] His brethren took the same 
care of his body, that he had done of his father's, ver. 2. 
See there. For that Joseph died before any of his bre- 
thren, the Jews gather from Exod. i, 6, where it is said, 
" Joseph died, and all his brethren." He first, and they 
followed him. But not content with this, some of them 
adventure to tell us how many years every one of them 
lived; nay, the very month and day of their birth, as may 
be seen in 11. Bechai. Iteuben, for instance, they say was 
born the 14th day of Cisleu, and died when he was a hun- 
dred and twenty-five years old, &c. 

And he was put in a coffin in Egypt.] To be pre- 
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served in that chest or ark (as the Hebrew word is com- 
monly translated) till they themselves went from thence. 
Herodotus, in the book above named (Euterpe, cap. 86. 
90.) speaks of the Qntcat, chests, wherein dead bodies were 
enclosed after their embalming: which they laid lv ot^juart 
Bri^aly, in the house or cell where these chests were repo- 
sited, reared against the wall of it. Whether Joseph's 
coffin was put into such a common repository, or rather 
preserved in -a place by it, we cannot determine. But the 
Chaldee hath an odd conceit, (as G. Schikkard observes in 
his Jus Regium, p. 159.) that it was kept in the river Nile. 
Which arose, perhaps, from a mistake of the relation 
which that author had met withal, of the place where they 
laid their bodies: which were let down very deep wells, or 
vaults some call them (some of which were not far from 
the river Nile), and so put into a cave, which was at the 
bottom of those wells. For so K Vansleb and others, 
who have gone to search for mummies, describe the place 
where they lie: and tell us they found some of the coffins 
made of wood (not putrified to this day), and others of 
clothes pasted together, forty times double; which were 
as strong as wood, and not at all rotten. 



The reader cannot but observe, that from the timd of 
Joseph's advancement to the government, till the time of 
his death, i. e. for eighty years, there is no mention of the 
death of any king in Egypt. For it was not Moses's inten- 
tion to write the history of that kingdom, or to give us the 
series of their kings : but only to acquaint us with the 
series of the patriarchs, and give some account of them,, 
from the creation to his own time. All other things must 
be learned out of other authors. And, according to Euse- 
bius, whom Jac. Capellus follows, the first king of the 
eighteenth dynasty (when the Egyptian history he makes 
account ceased to be fabulous) was Amos : whose dream 
Joseph interpreted, and was by him preferred. After he 
had reigned twenty-five years, he left the kingdom to Che- 
bros; who reigned thirteen years. Next to whom was 
Amenophis (as much as to say, a servant of Noph, i. e. 
Memphis), who reigned twenty-one years: and then left 
the kingdom to Mephres, who held it twelve years. To 
whom Josephus, out of Manetho, substitutes Amcrsis, 
and says he reigned twenty-two years. And then suc- 
ceeded Mephramuthosis, who reigned twenty-six years : 
in the beginning of whose time Joseph died. 



THE 

SECOND BOOK OF MOSES, 

CALLED 



EXODUS. 



CHAP. T. 

X HIS book hath its name from the principal subject of 
it, viz. the departure of the children of Israel out of Egypt. 
For so the Greek word y E?oSoc signifies, going out, or de- 
parting from one place to another. It contains a history 
of about a hundred forty and five years (some make it two 
or three years less) from the death of Joseph, to the build- 
ing of the Tabernacle. For it treats of several things 
which went before their departure, and which followed 
after it: but they all relate to that, and depend upon it. 

Ver. 1. Now these are the names of the children of Israel 
which came into Egypt, &c] Being to relate the departure 
of the children of Israel out of Egypt, it was very proper 
first to set down the number of those who came into it; 
and the heads of them : whereby it might the better appear 
also how God had fulfilled his promise to Abraham, of 
multiplying his seed: which Moses had redorded in his first 
book (Genesis), where he shews this promise was made at 
that very time, when he declared, after a long affliction in 
Egypt, he would conduct his posterity into Canaan, (Gen. 
xv. 5. 13. 18.) 



Ver. 2, 3, 4. Reuben, Simeon, &c.] He doth not set down 
their names (in these three verses) according to their birth: 
but first the children of Leah ; then one of Rachels ; and 
then those of his handmaids : and last of all (in the next 
verses) Joseph, who was in Egypt before. 

Ver. 5. And all the souls.] i. e. Persons. 

TVJto came out of the loins.] In the Hebrew, out of the 
thigh, which signifies that part whereby mankind is propa- 
gated : as was observed upon Gen. xlvi. 26. And so the 
author of the Tripartite history uses the word femur, when 
he speaks of the martyrdom of Benjamin, (as Bochart ob- 
serves, par. ii. Hicrozoic. lib. v. cap. 15.) " Alium rursum 
acutum Calamum in ejus femur, undo humana origo de- 
scendit, jussit immitti." 

For Joseph was in Egypt already.] In the Hebrew 
the particle van (which we commonly translate and, and 
here for) sometimes also signifies with : (see Gen. iv. 20.) 
And so it doth in this place: which should be translated 
seventy souls, with Joseph; tvho was in Egypt already. For 
Joseph is not to be added to the seventy, but reckoned 
among them; to make up that number: as appears from 
Gen. xlvi. 
i Vcr. G. And Joseph died.] See Gen. 1. 2G. 
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And all his brethren, and all that generation.'] All that 
camo with Jacob into Egypt. 

Ver. 7. And the children of Israel were fruitful, &c.] 
Here aTe several words for the same thing; to shew their 
extraordinary increase, beyond what was usual in that or 
any other country. And because there are six words in 
all, to express this great increase, some of the Hebrews 
conclude they brought forth six children at a birth. Which 
others of them gather from the second word here used, 
jischretzu: which is a word whereby the increase of fishes 
is expressed in Gen. i. 20. So Theodoric Hackspan ob- 
serves out of Baal-hatturim and Jalkut, and thinks the 
tradition is not to be rejected, because they bring frivolous 
conceits to support it. For Aristotle saith (lib. vii. Histor. 
Animal, cap. 4.) the Egyptian women were so fruitful, 
that some of them at four births brought twenty children. 
No wonder then, if some of the Israelites brought six at a 
time, by the extraordinary blessing of God upon them. 
For Caspar Schottus names the wife of a citizen in Flo- 
rence, who had two-and-fifty children, and never brought 
less than three at a birth; lib. iii. Phys. Curiosae, cap. 29. 
where he hath collected a vast number of examples of 
such strange fruitfulness. 

But nobody hath explained this verse more soberly and 
unexceptionably than Abarbinel; who considers every one 
of the words here used very judiciously; and shews they 
are not multiplied in vain. For, as the first word, 

Were fruitful] Signifies, he thinks, that none among 
them were barren, but brought forth every yeaT, as trees 
arc wont to do; so the next word, 

And increased abundantly] Signifies, that they com- 
monly brought forth more than one at a time, as creeping 
things do ; to which this word alludes. And because when 
more than one are born at a birth, they are frequently very 
weak, and not long-lived; therefore he adds, 

And nwltiplied.] Which signifies, that they grew up to 
be men and women ; and lived to have children of their 
own. And those not feeble, but lusty and strong; as the 
next words, he thinks, import, waxed exceeding mighty: 
of which more presently. 

Now this vast increase began at their first coming into 
Egypt, (Gen. xlvii. 27, 28.) and so continued till the death 
of all that generation, mentioned in the foregoing verse. 
When it began to be taken notice of by the Egyptians; 
who thought it might prove dangerous to them: for the 
Israelites having multiplied exceedingly, during the space of 
seventeen years, that Jacob lived in Egypt; there is no 
doubt they increased proportionably in the space of fifty- 
four years more, which Joseph lived after the death of his 
father. And so in sixty-four years more, from the death of 
Joseph to the birth of Moses, must needs be grown so nu- 
merous, as to fill the country. So that in eighty years 
more, they were increased to six hundred thousand men . 
besides children, (Exod. xii. 37.) And the next year their 
number being taken, they wctc found to be six hundred 
and three thousand, five hundred and fifty men, from twenty 
years old and upward ; as we read, Numb. i. 45, 4(>. And 
therefore, reckoning women, children, and youths under 
the age of twenty, we cannot but think they were three 
times as many: or perhaps two millions. Which is not 
incredible, by a moderate computation, if we consider how 
many might spring from seventy persons in the space of 



two hundred and fifteen years Oyhieh the foTenamed sums 
make), as Bonfrcrius, and several others from him in our 
own language, have been at the pains to demonstrate. 

And waxed exceeding mighty.] This is commonly thought 
to signify, that they were not only numerous, but robust 
and strong. And it may as well denote, that their vast 
numbers made them very formidable to the Egyptians: 
who began, it appears by the sequel, to be jealous of their 
power, if they should have a will to attempt any thing 
against them. 

• And the land was filled with them.] i.e. The land of 
Goshen ; and perhaps some other parts of the lower Egypt. 

Ver. 8. Now there arose up a new king over Egypt. 1 
Some by a new king understand a king of another family, 
or race (as Josephus interprets it), nay, a stranger of an- 
other nation : just as new gods are strange gods, in Scrip- 
ture language. Thus Sir John Marsham ; and then it is no 
wonder, that he knew not Joseph, as it here follows. But 
this is not certain : and the conceit whereby Aben Ezra 
justifies it (which is, that the word rose up implies as much), 
is justly censured by Abarbinel as frivolous; it being the 
common word, which is used every where, when a new 
king succeeds his predecessor. It is most likely therefore 
that Moses means no more, but that the king in whose time 
Joseph died, being dead likewise (who many take to have 
been Mephramuthosis), aud another after him, whom they 
call Thutmosis ; the next successor in the throne (Ameno- 
phis) either had heard nothing of Joseph, or did not mind 
what was said of him. Our great primate of Ireland gives 
a different account of the succession of the Egyptian kings ; 
and takes this king to have been Ramasses Miamum : but 
still supposes him to have been of the old line, and not a 
stranger. 

TF7*o knew not Joseph.] There is no doubt that Joseph 
died, as he lived, in high esteem and great reputation in 
that counhy: and that his memory continued precious, as 
long as any of that generation lasted. For Diodorus Si- 
culus saith (lib. i.) that the Egyptians above all other 
people, ct»^a(>(OTa>c SiaKuaQat 7rpbg iruv to ivtpytrovv, were 
disposed to be grateful to all those who had any way me* 
rited of them; looking upon the requital of the kindness of 
benefactors to be one of the greatest supporters of human 
life. And something to the same purpose is noted by 
Clemens Alexandrinus(lib. i. Strom, p. 303.) where, having 
said that barbarous nations highly honoured ahrtov vofioQi- 
rag kcA StSa(TKa\ovg, their laivgivers and instructors, whom 
they called gods; he presently adds, that the Egyptians, 
WzoXoyiaav ciKntfiwg, were very careful to deify such persons. 
But if this was their inclination, in times so ancient as 
those of Moses, we must not think them all to have been 
so disposed ; or that time did not obliterate the memory of 
benefits. For this prince (whom Artapanus in Eusebius, 
lib. ix. Prrep. Evang. cap. 27. calls Palamanothes, so un- 
certain is his name) not having seen Joseph himself, nor 
having any knowledge perhaps of the benefits his country 
had received by his means, did not treat his kindred so 
kindly as they had been used in former times. But this 
phrase, he knew not, is commonly interpreted he regarded 
not the services which Joseph had done; of which he is 
supposed not to have been ignorant. For words of know- 
ledge,^ Scripture, include the affections also. As God is 
said to know those whom he loves; and not to know thoso 
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whom he doth not love, (Psalm i. 6. Matth. vii. 23.) 
Whence the Jews have raised this observation, that heivho 
forgets the benefits he hath received from other men, at last 
forgets those he hath received from God. For he of whom 
it is said here, that he knew not Joseph; said, not long 
after, I know not the Lord, (ver. 2.) But this is grounded 
upon a mistake ; for it was another Pharaoh, long after 
this king, who spake those words. 

Ver. 9. And he said unto his people.] He called a coun- 
cil of the great men of the nation: to whom he represent- 
ed how necessary it was to lessen the number, and weaken 
the power, of the Israelites. 

Behold, the people of the children of Israel are more and 
mightier than ive.] This was not true (unless he meant that 
no part of Egypt of that bigness had so many people and 
so strong as the Israelites in Goshen), but he said it to 
awaken his people to consider how to suppress them. And 
perhaps he was afraid of their power, or out of popularity 
would, in the beginning of his reign, give a proof of his 
care of his people by suppressing foreigners. 

Ver. 10. Come on.] The Hebrew word habah is some- 
times used in petitions, (Psalm lx. ult.) but most .common- 
ly in exhortations ; when men excite and stir up one an- 
other, not to be slack in any business. (See Gen. xi, 3.) 

Let its deal wisely with them.] He would not go about to 
destroy them by force, being loath to lose so many sub- 
jects; but was desirous to diminish them by subtle devices. 

Lest they multiply.] Grow gtill more numerous and 
mighty. 

Lest when there falls out any war.] With the Arabians, 
Ethiopians, or other neighbouring nations. For I sec no 
reason to believe that he means the ancient Egyptians 
(with whom the Israelites had lived in great friendship, 
but now were expelled by the shepherd kings), and the 
people of Thebais ; who at length made war with those 
kings, who reigned in the lower Egypt. This is Sir J. 
Marsham's conjecture (in his Canon Chron. sec. viii.) 
which I thought good to mention, though I do not follow it. 

They join also to our enemies, and fight against vs.] As 
it was natural for men to do, who were under grievous op- 
pressions ; and hoped thereby for relief. 

And so get them out of the land.] They had heard the 
Israelites discourse, it is likely, that they never meant al- 
ways to stay there ; their fathers coming only to sojourn 
in Egypt : and the nearer the time approached, when God 
promised to bring them from thence, the more, we may 
well think, they spake of it. Which raised this jealousy, 
that, in case of any Avar, they would join with their enemies, 
that by their assistance they might be delivered. 

Ver. 11. Therefore they did set over them taskmasters, 
&c] This was the result of the council; that they should 
be brought low by laying heavy taxes upon them, to 
squeeze them of their money; and by making them labour 
very hard, whereby they thought to weaken their bodies. 
For the Hebrew word missim coming from mas, which sig- 
nifies tribute, it may be reasonably thought, that these task- 
masters (as we call them) exacted great sums of money of 
them, as well as afflicted them with their burdens, i.e. hard 
labour of all sorts, as the eastern writers expound it. 

And they built for Pharaoh.] They did not labour for 
themselves, hut for the king; who, it is likely, gave them 
no wages; but used them as mere slaves. 

vol. i. 
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Treasure cities.] Fortified cities, wherein, he had his 
magazines (as we now speak) of all sort of ammunition, 
and stores of corn, and public provisions ; as well as trea- 
sures of money. For so we translate this word miske* 
notlt, 2 Chron. xvi.4. xvii. 12. storehouses: and xxxvi. 28. 
storehouses for corn, and wine, and oil. There was great 
labour, no doubt, employed in building such cities ; sur- 
rounded^ with walls, and towers, and deep ditches, &c. 

Pithom.] This is thought by Bochart to be the city which 
Herodotus calls Ilarovjuoc, (lib. ii. cap. 158.) but Herodo- 
tus there saith it was 7roXtc rfc \Apaj3tac, a city of Arabia. 
And therefore Sir J. Marsbam's conjecture seems more 
reasonable, who takes it for Pelusium : which ,was the 
most ancient fortified place in Egypt; called by Ezekicl, 
(xxx. 15.) the strength of Egypt; and by Suidas, long after 
him, icXeTc row At7V7rrov, the key of Egypt: because it was 
the inlet from Syria into this country. Which was the 
reason, as Diodorus saith, (lib. xv.) that they most of all 
fortified to Tltkovmaicbv orojua, as his words are. And this 
agrees with the signification of Pithom, if C. Chytrseus . 
guesses aright, which is as much as pi and tehom, x. e. the 
mouth of the deep: being seated near the sea, at the mouth 
of one of the streams of the Nile. And thus I find it ex- 
pounded in tbe Talmud, Tit, Sota, in the Gemara, cap. 1. 
§.32. 

And Rameses.] It is an ignorant conceit of Benjamin 
Tudelensis that this city is that called Ein-Alschemes, i. e. # 
the fountain of the sun > in Greek, Heliopolis. (See his 
Itiner. p. 120. and L'Empereur's Annot. p. 223.) For the 
city was in the upper Egypt; whereas Rameses was in the 
lower, in the land of Goshen; and gave name to the whole 
country where the Israelites dwelt, (Gen. xlvii.ll.) And, 
it is most likely, it was a frontier town, which lay in the 
entrance of Egypt from Arabia, or some of the neighbour- 
ing countries. They that take the name of the king who 
now reigned to have been Barneses, think this city had its 
name from him, and the other called Pithom (as Mercator 
thinks) from the name of his queen. 

Ver. 12. But the more they afflicted them, the more they 
multiplied and grew.] Here is anew word, different from 
all the former (ver. 7.) to express their extraordinary in- 
crease; for so jiphrots signifies, breaking out; as water 
doth which bursts out with a greater force, when it hath 
been pent up. This, as St Austin observes, (lib. 8. de Giv. 
Dei. cap. 6.) is to be ascribed to the Divine blessing, for 
naturally tiresome labours would have dispirited them, and 
made them less fruitful. 

And they were grieved because of the children of Israel.] 
It vexed them to sec this device prove so unsuccessful, 
that it promoted what they thought to hinder. 

Ver. 13. And the Egyptians ; rather therefore.] The 
Egyptians resolved to tako a more severe course with, 
them. 

Made the children of Israel to serve zvith rigour. y Used 
them more tyrannically and cruelly; 'without any mercy: 
whereby their strength, in all likelihood, would be broken, 
as the Hebrew word signifies. Some of the Jews think 
they beat and scourged them sorely. 

Ver. 14. And they made their life bitter.] The Hebrews 
call all things bitter, which extremely grieve and afflict the 
soul, (Gen. xxvii. 34. Lament, iii. 15.) Whence. Naomi 
bids her daughters call her no mQre by that pleasant name, 
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but eall her Mara, i.e. bitter: because of the very great 
afflictions she had endured in a strange country. 

With hard bondage.'] Such drudgery as if they had been 
mere bond-slaves. 

In mortar and in brick.] UriXov etc TrXfvSov axworl^ovrtg, 
by making claij into bricks (as Philo well interprets it, 
lib. i. de Vita Mosis), or in working the clay, and then 
turning it into bricks. And so Bochart expounds it, by 
the figure of tv Sia Svolv, lateribus ex Into conficiendis. 
There was great store of clay in that place; Pelusium (one 
of the cities which they built) having its name from thence, 
both in the Greek and in the Hebrew languages. For sin 
signifies tho same with 7njXoc, clay or dirt. 

And in all manner of service in the field, &c] Not 
merely in ploughing, &c. but in digging trenches, to con- 
vey the water of Nile into their ground (as Philo expounds 
it), and in cleansing those trenches that had been formerly 
made ; and in carrying dung, as others add, into the field; 
and such-like nasty services. And all these, Moses adds, 
were rigorously exacted of them: i.e. they did all they 
could to break their hearts, as wc speak. 

Ver. 15. And- the king spake to the Hebrew midwives.] 
The former device failing him, or contributing little to his 
end, he betakes himself to one that, if it were pursued, 
could not but prove effectual. Some will have these mid- 
ivives to have been Egyptians, but called Hebrew, because 
the women of that nation made use of their assistance, 
when they were in labour. But it is not likely that the 
Hebrews had not midwives of their nation, or that Pharaoh 
would impose his midwives upon them, and let them have 
none else; for that would have too plainly discovered his 
drift; whereas ho intended to hide it, and to act cunningly 
against them, (ver. 10.) 

The name of the one was Siphrah, &c] We cannot well 
think there were only two midwives, to serve the whole 
nation: but these were the chief; who had the rest under 
their government, and gave orders and directions to them. 
So Aben Ezra; whom Abarbinel contradicts; but with 
slight reasons, to advance a subtle rather than solid con- 
ceit of his own; that every woman in Egypt had two mid- 
wives, and those were the common names of them, signi- 
fying what each of them was to do for the women in tra- 
vail. There are those among the Jews who have fancied 
Jochabed the mother of Moses to be one of those here 
named : and some of them, who are pleased with seeming 
ignorant of nothing, say she is the person here called 
Siphrah: her daughter Miriam being the other, called 
Puah : so the Jerusalem Targum. 

Vcr. 1G. When ye do the office of a midwife, &c] Are 
called to their assistance in their labour. 

And see them upon the stools.] The Hebrew word obana- 
jim, which we translate stools, is so obscure, that the LXX. 
content themselves to translate this passage thus, when 
you see thein delivered: which fully expresses the sense ; 
and must be supposed to be the meaning, if we take stools 
for such seats as are purposely contrived for labouring 
women to sit on, that the midwives might the better do 
their office. For they, could not tell whether they brought 
forth male or female, till they were delivered : .unless the 
Hebrew doctors say tine, who constantly affirm that boys 
come into the world with their faces downwards, and girls 
with their faces upwards ; whereby tliey might know what 



sex a child was of before it was quite born. (See Tit. Sota 
in the Gemara, cap. 1. sect. 33.^ 

Jf it be a son, then ye shall kill him.] The Egyptians 
feared -the men of Israel only ; without whom they could 
have no children at all, but such as would be half 
Egyptians; and in time be wholly ingrafted into that 
nation. 

But if it be a daughter then she shall live.] For, as Cle- 
mens Alexandr. well observes, (lib. i. Stromat. p. 3-13.) 
aaStvic eIcttoXe/xoi; yvvri, icomen are feeble and unfit for war ; 
therefore they had no fear of them, but reserved them to 
increaso the Egyptian breed. 

Ver. 17. But the midwives feared God, &c] They that 
take them for Egyptians, say these midwives were pro- 
selytes to the Jewish religion. But such faith in God, as 
made them not fear a great king, is hardly to be expected 
from any but those who had been always bred np in a deep 
sense of his Divine Majesty. Which gave them such 
courage, that, as Chytraeus expresseth it in Herodotus's 
phrase, (which is in a manner the same with St. Peter's, 
Acts V. 29.) ret rov Qeov 7rp£(xj3urepa Irrouvvro y ra ra)v 
avOpurn-wv, they made account the things of Godxvere to be 
preferred before those of men: and therefore would not 
obey the king's command, by doing contrary unto God's. 

Ver. 18. And the king called for the midwives.] Sent out 
a summons to appear before him. 

And said unto them, Wliy have ye done this thing, Sec] 
Their being questioned for their disobedience, made their 
constancy the more remarkable. 

Ver. 19. For they are lively, and are delivered ere the 
midwives come in unto them.] It doth not appear that these 
midwives told a lie, but only concealed some of the truth : 
Mhich is not unlawful, but commendable, when it is to pre- 
serve the innocent. For many of the Hebrew women might 
be such as they are described, though not every one of 
them. The Hebrew word chajoth signifies three things; 
either vivaces, i. e. lively,' or obstetrices, midwives (as 
Kimchi tells us), or animantia, living creatures. The LXX. 
follow the first notion, and so do we, which is very proper. 
Aquila follows the second, who translates this passage 
thus, Malm yap tlai, kcl\ irptv l\$uv rag Maiag tiktovgiv ; they 
can do the office of midwives themselves, and are brought to 
bed before we can get to them. Thus the Vulgar also take 
it, they have skill in midwifery. And the author of the Life 
of Moses (as several other Jews do) takes it in the third 
sense, expounding it thus ; they are like other living crea- 
tures, ivho do not need any midwives to help their young 
ones into the ivorld. And so Rasi also, and Thcodotion, 
who thus translates it, Zuoyovovviv avra\, which doth not 
signify (as Gualmyn observes), they bring forth living chil- 
dren, butadinstar animantinm par hint, they bring forth like 
animals. Such lively women undoubtedly there have been, 
and are still in some parts of the world. For Varro reports 
(lib. ii. de R. R. cap. 10.) that the women of Illyricum, 
when they found their pangs coming, were wont to go a 
little aside from the work they were about, and presently 
were delivered of a child, queni non peperisse, sed invenisse 
putes; which one woxdd think they had found, not brought 
forth out of their tvomb. Which place our Gataker men- 
tioning in his Cinnus, (p. 3ll.) saith it is credibly reported, 
by those who had lived there a great while, that the Irish 
women sometimes rise from table, and arc delivered, 
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and return to the company again before all be taken 

away. 

Ver. 20. Therefore God dealt well ivitli the midwives, 
&c] He rewarded their service ; whereby the children of 
Israel still more multiplied, and waxed very mighty. 

Ver. 21. Because the mid wives feared God, he made them 
houses.'] These words seem to declare, wherein God re- 
warded them; which was in making them houses. Some 
indeed (particularly Mr. Calvin) refer this to the Israelites; 
because the word them is of the masculine gender: and 
therefore cannot, they think, be meant of the midwives; 
but must be interpreted, by this means the children of Israel 
were exceedingly increased. But, besides that this was 
said just before, it is not unusual in Scripture, when the 
speech is of women, to use the masculine gender. Thus 
Ruth (i. 8.) prays for her daughters-in-law in these words, 
" the Lord deal kindly with you f where in the Hebrew 
the masculine gender is used, and not the feminine. But 
we need go no further for an instance of this than the very 
next chapter to this, (Exod. ii. 17.) where Moses is said to 
water their flock, speaking of Jethro's daughters, and the 
word for their is of the masculine gender. It agrees also 
best with the whole story, to take it so here ; that God made 
the midwives houses (so the Chaldee and the LXX. un- 
derstand it), that is, gave them a numerous offspring, out 
of which arose many families, which in Scripture language 
are called houses; (Gen. xxx. 30.) " When shall I make 
myself a house T (the same phrase with this,) i. e. take care 
of my own family, (Deut. xxv. 9. Ruth iv. 5.) Or else the 
meaning may be, he increased their estate, and gave them 
great riches : which the Psalmist may be thought to mean, 
when he saith, « Except the Lord build the house," (?. e. 
preserve and increase the estate of a family) their labour 
is in vain that endeavour it. (See also 2 Sam. vii. 1L Psalm 
cxiii. 9.) Some that take these midwives to have been 
Egyptian women, proselyted to the Jewish religion, think' 
the sense may be, that they married to Israelites, and God 
made their families eminent in Israel. 

Ver. 22. And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, 
Every son, &c] Not being able to effect his end by the 
midwives, he commanded every body to inform his officers 
when any Hebrew woman fell in labour, and appointed 
searchers (it is likely) to examine whether they were deli- 
vered of male or female, and to act according to what is 
here ordered. Some, that understand the foregoing words 
of the Israelites, make this the sense of the two last verses : 
Because the midwives feared God, and thereby the families 
of the Israelites were increased, not diminished; Pharaoh 
took a new course, and charged all his people to see that 
done, which the midwives refused. The Jews (in the book 
called the Life of Moses), say that many of their people, 
upon this decree of PhaTaoh, resolved not to marry, or hot 
to come near their wives: and those who did, were forced 
to have them brought to bed alone, and throw their chil- 
dren into the fields, where the angels took care of them, &c. 
But this is confuted by what follows in the next chapter. 
And yet they are so fond of such fables, that in one of their 
Medraschim (or books of homilies) they say God made 
milk to coinc out of one stone, and honey out of another, 
to suckle them, while they lay hid in the earth. (Sec Bux- 
torf. of the education of their children, Synag. Judaic, 
cap. 7.) 
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Ver. 1. JjlND there went a man of the house of Levi, 
&c] We are told both the man's name, and the woman's 
whom he married, (Exod. vi. 20. Numb. xxvi. 59.). Where 
Amram, grandson of Levi, is said to have been Moses's 
father; and Jochabed, daughter of Levi, to have been his 
mother. So Amram married his father's sister (as the text 
expressly tells us), which Moses was so ingenuous as not 
to conceal, though it might not be for his credit in future 
ages: when such marriages were forbidden by that law 
w r hich he gave them from God ; though practised before tho 
giving of his law. (See Scldcn, lib. v. de Jure N. et G. 
cap. 9.) The Jews also, fancying his mother Jochabed to 
have been born as soon as the Israelites came into Egypt, 
make the birth of Moses a miracle : because she must be, 
by that "account, a hundred and thirty years old when he 
was born. But it may as well be thought that he was born 
to Levi in his old age, by another wife ; and so she was 
younger than her nephew Amram, and but his half sister. 
Which makes thciT marriage no more strange than Abra- 
ham's marriage with Sarah. Besides, it is not certain she 
was his father's sister (in the strict sense of that word), but 
might be only one of his cousins, who in Scripture are fre- 
quently called sisters. And then, when it is said she was 
a daughter of Levi, the meaning must be, his grand- 
daughter, ot the child perhaps of one of his grand-daugh- 
ters : who, in these writings, are commonly called daugh* 
ters. And so all the objections against this marriage 
vanish ; and the first words of this verse expound the last : 
A man of the house of Levi, took to wife a daughter of Levi; 
that is, one of the same house or family. But see vi. 20. 

Ver. 2. And the woman conceived, and bare a son.] She 
had one before this, viz. Aaron ; who, it is probable, was 
born before this persecution begun, being three years older 
than Moses, (vii. 7.) 

And when she saw him, that he teas a goodly child.] His 
goodly aspect (which seems to have been an early indica- 
tion of his future greatness) i£ taken notice of by strangers ; 
particularly by Justin out of Trogus, an ancient heathen 
historian, lib. xxxvi. cap. 2. where he saith, That besides 
the inheritance of his father's knowledge (whom he takes to 
have been Joseph), "etiam formas pulchritudo commenda- 
bat," the gracefulness of his person recommended him to 
others. Insomuch, that the whole fable of Adonis among 
the heathen was framed (as Huetius conjectures) out of 
this story of Moses. For Apollodorus relates (lib. iii.) 
how Venus, admiring the great beauty of the infant, took 
him away privily, without the knowledge of the gods ; and, 
hiding him in an ark, delivered him to Proserpine, &c. (See 
Dcraonstr. Evang. pfbpos. iv. cap. 3. n. 3.) 

She hid him three months.] R. Simeon, in Pirkc Eliezcr, , 
(cap. 48.) saith, she hid him in a vault under ground. But 
in Sota they say (in the Gemara, cap. i. sect. 38.) he being 
hid in a secret inner room of their house, was in danger to 
be detected by his crying; when some of the Egyptians 
came into the outer room, and brought a crying child with 
them on purpose; supposing the Israelites' infants would 
answer, if any were in the house. But there is no certainty 
of this. 

Ver. 3. And when she could no longer hide him.] Some 
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discovery being made of him, by some means or other, by 
their neighbours ; or the search after new-born children 
being now more narrow aud diligent; she thought he could 
be no longer concealed, and therefore resolved to expose 
him, in the manner following. 

She took for him an ark of bulrushes.] Or of ivicker: for 
Kimchi observes the Hebrew word gome signifies the light- 
est wood. Patricides, an Arabian writer, saith it was made 
of that which the ancients call papyrus: and so the LXX. 
and Josephus, and Clemens Alexandrinus (Strom. i. p. 343. 
€k [5l(3Xov rfjc lyx^ptov gkzvog ti irotrifrafievoi) , which was a 
fmtex that grew^ particularly upon the banks of Nile, as 
Salmasius shews in Solin. p. 1002, &c. 

And daubed it with slime and with jpitch.~] Of this M r ord 
slime, see Gen. xi. 3. It is most probable that this was 
used within, and pitch without, to keep the water from 
coming into the ark. And so I find in the Gemara of that 
title, in the Talmud called Sota, (cap. i. sect. 29".) where 
this is said to have been an ancient tradition. Only they 
say, as many of the rabbins do, that chemar signifies plas- 
ter, not bitumen : because the bad smell of that, they think, 
would have been noisome to the child. It. Solomon's opi- 
nion is, that it was pitched both within and without; and 
plastered within over the pitch. 

And she laid it in the flags by the river's brink.] That it 
might not be carried away with the stream ; but she might 
come in the night and suckle it. Some think that the ark, 
notwithstanding, was made below An the form of a boat, 
that*, if it should chance to be carried from among the flags 
upon the shore, it might swim in the river. For it is cer- 
tain the Egyptians made ships of the forenamed reed, as 
we find in Pliny and' Solinus, who both mention papyra- 
cece naves; and in Theophrastus, who mentions nXota ££ 
ahrovy speaking of papyrus: a£ Salmasius observes in hi.s 
Plin. Exercit. p. 1003. 1115, 111G. Herodotus also men- 
tions, IiXoia Ik t>7c aKav^jjc iroitifitva, in his Euterpe, cap. 
xcvi. (See Isa. xviii. 2.) 

Ver. 4. Andhis sister stood afar off, to wit what, &c] By 

her mother's order no doubt; that she might not seem to 

be set there, on purpose to watch him. We read of no 

* other sister he had but Miriam, (Numb. xxvi. 59.) who 

therefore is thought to be the person. 

Ver. 5. And the daughter of Pharaoh.] Called Thermutis 
by Josephus, (lib. ii. Antiq. cap/5.) but by Artapanus, in 
Euscbius's Preepar. Evang. (lib.ix. cap. 27.) called Meris, 
or Merris. Which is her name, as Jacobus Capellus ob- 
serves, in his Fasti Siculi. The same Artapanus there 
says, she was married to Cenephres, king of the country 
above Memphis; but had no child by him. Clemens 
Alexandrinus says the same, that she was not only a mar- 
ried woman, but had been long married, without being 
with child, tIkvqv ll hr&vikovaa, but very desirous to have 
one. (Lib. i. Strom, p. 343.) 

Come doum to wash herself at the river.] Not for plea- 
sure, but for purification: this being an ancient rite of re- 
ligion in all nations, to cleanse themselves, by washing 
their bodies, after any defilement. Thus Philo seems to 
understand it, in his book of the Life of Moses: where, 
speaking of this matter, he uses the word Trtpippavr{}ot<i, 
which is proper to sacred cleansing. And it seems far more 
probable, than that the scorching heat of the weather 
(caused by an extraordinary hand of God) made her be- 



take herself to the cool streams for her refreshment (as tho 
tale is told in tho Hebrew book called the Life of Moses), 
or that the desire of children carried her hither ; the M r aters 
of Nile being thought to make women fruitful. Clemens 
Alexandrinus seems to have put both these together, re- 
freshment and religion ; when he saith she came hither, 
Xourpotc Kaiirzpippavrripiotf: xpy<™fji(vri, (lib. i. Strom, p. 343.) 
It is still a further fetch of Jonathan, who would persuade 
us that at this time God had smote the Egyptians with a 
burning ulcer; which made their flesh so hot, that they 
could not endure it, but run to the river to cool their bo- 
dies. And in Pirke Eliezer, (cap.xlviii.) this inflammation 
is said to have seized on Pharaoh's daughter, whom ho 
calls Bathia. Which is indeed the name of a daughter of 
one Pharaoh, (1 Chron. iv. 18.) but to make her the daugh- 
ter of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, (as G. Vorstius observes 
they do, in Schemoth Rabba, and Vaijra Rab.) is altoge- 
ther senseless. And yet it is upon that ground they make 
her a proselyte also, and say in the title of the Talmud 
beforementioned, called Sota, (cap. i. of the Gemara, 
sect. 40.) that she went into the river to purge herself from 
the idolatry of her father's house: i. e. to become a prose- 
lyte, who was received (in following times) into the Jewish 
religion by baptism. 

And her maidens walked along by the river side.] While 
she washed herself, in a private place, which, no doubt, 
was made by the king for that purpose. For it is not to 
be imagined,* that she washed herself publicly in the river ; 
but in some inclosure, whereby she was separated from the 
sight of company. For Zoan (or Tanis) the royal city, it 
is certain, lay near the river ; and it is likely the king's gar- 
dens extended themselves to the very bank of it; where 
convenient bathing-houses were contrived for himself, and 
the royal family, to bathe in the river when they pleased. 
Patricides seems to say, that the river run through the city, 
or by the side of it; for so the words are: the ark teas 
put in the banks of the river Nile, ivhere the water zvas 
shallowest, in the city of Tzana, which was the metropolis 
of that part of the country. . And to the same purpose 
Elmacinus, another Arabian writer, as Hottinger observes 
in his Smegma Orientale, (lib. i. cap. 8. p. 400.) 

And when she saw the arlc among the flags.] In such a 
bathing-house, as I suppose her to have now been, there 
were lattices through which she could see what was done 
in the river, though nobody could see her. And she spy- 
ing an unusual vessel among the flags, commanded it to be 
brought to her. Patricides saith, she heard the child cry. 
And Chuskuni observes, it was more easy for her who was 
in the river to espy the ark, than for her maidens win© 
walked above the banks. 

She sent her maids to fetch it.] The Hebrew word ama- 
tha, which we translate maid, is much diftcreiit from that 
for maidens mentioned just before : signifying one that 
waited immediately upon her, whom we call a handmaid: 
tho other properly signifying only young women; who 
were such, perhaps, as we now call ladies of honour. 

Ver. G. And when she had opened it, she saw* the child.] 
And together with him theSchechinah, or Divine Majesty, 
as Rabbi Jose saith in Sota: which is agreeable to their 
opinion who make her to be now proselyted, but hath no 
other foundation. 

And behold, the babe wept.] There is nothing strange in 
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this, that a babe (which perhaps had been a good while 
without the breast) should weep : but it is remarkable, that 
Pharaoh's daughter should not find it, till tears ran down 
its checks: because this helped to move her compassion 
towards it, as it here follows. 

* And she had compassion on him.'] Resolved to preserve 
him, contrary to her father's order. 

And said. This is one of the Hebrews' children.'] None 
else, she thought, would expose so goodly a child ; and 
she was confirmed in her opinion, when she found he was 
circumcised, as the same R.Jose conjectures. And the 
truth is, we havo-jio good reason to believe, that the 
Egyptians had, as yet, received circumcision. 

Ver. 7. Then said his sister to Pharaoh's daughter, &c] 
We cannot think his sister would be so imprudent as to 
step in immediately, upon the finding of the child, and ask 
if she should call a Hebrew nurse for it: but stayed some 
time (that she might not seem to know any thing of him, 
but what she heard them say), till they had tried other 
nurses (as the Hebrew doctors in Sota understand it, cap. i. 
sect. 43.) whose breasts the child refusing to suck, she took 
the opportunity to ask if she might see for a nurse among 
the Hebrew women. Josephus saith the very same. 

Ver. 8. And PharaolCs daughter said unto her, Go.] It is 
likely that Miriam addressed herself to her so discreetly, 
that it moved her easily to agree to her proposal. Though 
a singular providence of God guided this whole business. 

And the maid went and called this child's mother.] Whose 
breast the child readily taking (having been used to it) she 
was instantly accepted to be his nurse. So it follows in 
the next verse. 

Ver. .9. Take this child away, and nurse it for me, &c] 
Thus by the wonderful providence of God, Jochabed had 
the pleasure of suckling her own child ; and was also well 
paid for her pains. 

Ver. 10. And the child grew, and she brought him unto 
Pharaoh's daughter.] The Hebrew writers say, that when 
he was two years old, he was taken from her : which is not 
so likely, as that he continued with her till he was grown 
capable to be instructed in true religion, and to understand 
and remember whose true child he was ; whereby he was 
disposed to behave himself accordingly, when he came to 
live at court. 

And he became her soh.] She having no child of her own, 
adopted him for her son, with the consent, no doubt, of 
Pharaoh: not to succeed in the throne, as some have fan- 
cied ; but to be the heir of her private estate.' And ac- 
cordingly she gave him a princely education, and took care 
he should be instructed in all thetvisdom of the Egyptians, 
as St. Stephen haih remembered, (Acts vii. 22.) and, as 
Philo (in the Life of Moses) would have it believed^sent 
for the ablest masters out of Greece (as well as out of As- 
syria, and other eastern countries), to teach him their learn- 
ing. Which is a piece of Jewish vanity ; for there was no 
learning among the Greeks in the days of Moses, who was 
ancientcr, not only than their philosophers and poets, but 
than most of their gods, as Clemens Alexandrinus de- 
monstrates, Kai Beuv Spa rwv 7r\rffrr<jjv irap ' EXX-fjvwv ov fxo- 
vov t<ov Xeyofxiviov co^wv re koI 7Toiyitwv o Mwofjc ffptafSvTepog, 
(Iib.i. Strom, p. 323.) And what learning there was now 
in Egypt is not certain; for there is no evidence that the 
wisdom St. Stephen speaks of, comprehends the knowledge 



of so many* things, as some learned men are pleased to 
ascribe to them in those days. 

And she called his name Moses.] The reason of this name 
is given in the following words : 

And she said, Because I have drawn him out of the water.] 
This name seems to be derived from the Hebrew word 
mashah, which is never used an the Bible, but for drawing 
out of the water,(2 Sam. xxii. 17. Psalm xviii. 17. Isa.lxiii. 
11.) And therefore there is no need to have recourse to 
any other language for the original* of his name ; which 
Philo, Josephus, and Clemens Alexandrinus, will have to 
, be derived from the word Mw,which, in the Egyptian tongue, 
they say, signifies water, and \><jr\$, which signifies saved. 
So that it is as much as saved from the waters, or preserved 
from drowning. It may be said, indeed, that it is not likely 
she should give him a name' from any other language than 
her own : but it is to be considered, that the word mashah 
(from whence this name must naturally flow, and to which 
she herself said she had respect) might have the same sig 
nification in her language, that it had in Hebrew; there be- 
ing a great affinity between these two tongues. (See Gen. 
xl.45.) Alexandrinus saith, that the name he had given 
him by his parents at his circumcision was Joachim. 
Which he had, I suppose, out of some fabulous book ; for, 
in the same place, he speaks of the name that was given 
him after he was translated to heaven, (lib.i. Strom, p. 343.) 

Ver. 11. And it came to pass in those days when Moses 
was groivn.] When he was not only arrived at man's estate, 
but was full forty years old, as St. Stephen observes, (Acts 
vii. 23.) and may be gathered from this history. 

That he went out unto his brethren, &c] He had a mo- 
tion from God (as St. Stephen there seems to interpret it) 
to go, and acquaint himself with the condition of his 
brethren ; and to own himself, more than he had done 
hitherto, to be one of them. The Jews tell many tales of 
what passed between him and Pharaoh till this time ; but 
there is no more credit to be given to them, than to what 
Artapanus, a heathen historian, relates of his military ex- 
ploits in a war with the Ethiopians, against whom Cene- 
phres sent him as general of his forces: though this is re- 
markable, that his name and several passages of his life 
(mixed with some fables) were known to othemations, and 
by them magnified and admired. As appears by what Eu- 
sebius hath extracted out of Artapanus, Eupolemus, De- 
metrius, and other heathen writers, (lib. ix.Prsepar. Evang. 
cap. 26,27, &c.) 

And looked upon their burdens.] Which he did very often 
(as Philo understands it, lib. i. de Vita Mosis), and not 
without great grief and heaviness ; that he was neither able 
to hinder their oppression, nor to help them under it. But 
he exhorted Pharaoh's officers to moderate their severity; 
and the Israelites to be patient, in hope of deliverance. 

And he spied an Egyptian siniting an Hebrew.] The 
cause of it is reported (iu'the Life of Moses, in Hebrew, 
and in Schalschalah Hakkabalah) that this Egyptian had 
broken the Hebrew's house, and bound him, and ravished 
his wife, and now endeavoured to murder him. But this 
looks like a tale ; which is a little better told by the author 
of Schemoth Rabba, and others mentioned by Mr. Selden, 
(lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 1.) who say, (hat this Egyptian was 
one of the taskmasters, who called this man out of his bed 
in the night to go to work, and then took his opportunity 
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to slip into it, and lie with Sclomith, his wife, who took 
him for her husband. The plainest account and most 
likely, is this of Philo (in the place abovernentioned),.that 
some of Pharaoh's officers, little differing from the most 
furious beasts, not at all mollified, but more exasperated 
by entreaties; one of them, of the most violent temper, fell 
in an outrageous manner upon an Hebrew, because he did 
not do his work so fast as ho would have him, beating him 
most cruelly till he had almost killed him. 

One of his brethren.] All the Hebrews were his brethren ; 
but this man was of his own tribe, and one of the children 
of Kohath, as the forenamed authors take it. 

Ver. 12, And he looked this way and that tvay, &c.] 
Round about him ; that he might not run into danger him- 
self, by delivering his brother from it. 

He slew the Egyptian.] Being stirred up to it by a Di- 
vine motion; othenvays he could not have justified this 
fact to God and his own conscience. And therefore St. 
Stephen plainly makes this an indication to the children of 
Israel, that God intended to deliver them by his means ; 
and says, Moses thought they would have so understood, 
(Acts vii. 25.) Nay, Maimonides himself gives this ac- 
count of it (par. ii. cap. 45/ More Nevochim), where, he 
making this the first degree of prophecy, when a man is 
moved and animated by God to some great and heroic en- 
terprise (either for the preservation of the whole church, or 
the deliverance of eminent men from oppression), he 
reckons Moses, among others, as an instance of it, in these 
words: "Moses was endued with this power, when he 
grew up to be a man ; by the impulse of which he slew the 
Egyptian, and checked him who unjustly strove with one 
of his brethren/' &c. The Hebrews generally say that 
Moses did not kill this man with a sword, or any other 
weapon, but merely by the word of his mouth, pronouncing 
him dead in the name of God. Which tradition is so old, 
that it is mentioned by Clemens Alexandrinus, (lib. i. 
Strom.) <pa<r\ Se ol Mvorcu \6yu> /iovy aveAetv top Alyvirrtov, 
&c. They that pretend to secrets, say, that he killed the 
Egyptian with his word alone, as Peter afterwards, in the 
Acts, killed Ananias and Sapphira. 

And hid him in the sand.] An inaccessible desert lay on 
the west of Egypt, as Diodorus Siculus observes; and 
there was another also on the east of it: so that if this 
happened upon the borders, there was sand enough where- 
in to bury him. 

Ver. 13. Andivhcn he went out the second day.] Having 
begun to act by the Divine commission, he seems to have 
resolved every day to give proofs of his authority ; and 
awaken the people to expect deliverance by his means. 
And therefore went out, among them, this day, as he had 
done the day before. 

Behold, two men of the Hebrews strove together.] He was 
surprised to find two of his brethren contending one with 
another; when they were so grievously oppressed by the 
Egyptians. 

And he said to him that did the wrong t Wherefore smitest 
thou thy fellow?] He had no less authority to admonish 
and reprove his brethren, than to chastise their oppressors. 

Ver. 14. And he said, Who made thee a prince and a judge 
over as?] It is plain by this that he acted as one that had 
authority; but this man questioned from whence he had it. 

Jntendcst thou to killme, as thou killedst the Egyptian?] 



It is not likely the man thought he had any such intention, 
but meant only to fright Moses from meddling in his mat- 
ters, by letting him know, that what he had done already 
was not such a secret as he thought it. 

And Moses feared.] He had not yet received a Commis- 
sion from God to act publicly as their governor, and there- 
fore durst not stay to answer a charge against him (which 
he thought might be possibly brought), for what he had 
done privately. Some have troubled themselves to recon- 
cile this with what the apostle saith, Hebr. xi. 27. that " ho 
feared not the wrath of the king;" which doth not seem to 
agree with what is said here, that Moses feared. But there 
he may very well be thought to speak, not of his flight out 
of Egypt, but of his last departure with the whole body of 
the Israelites. Though if we should allow Moses, and the 
apostle, to speak of the same thing, there would be no con- 
tradiction between them. For he might so fear, as to make 
him cautious, and consult for his safety; rather than basely 
either deny or excuse what he had done, or ask paTdon 
for it; unto which no fear of the wrath of the king could 
have moved him. 

Ver. 15. Now when Pharaoh heard this thing.] Which 
was soon brought to his ears, as Moses suspected; and 
aggravated extremely by the great men of the court, as Philo 
represents it, (lib. i. de Vita Mosis.) 

He thought to slay him.] Not so much because he had 
killed the man, as because he pretended to assert the li- 
berty of the Israelites, and to be their deliverer. Deme- 
trius bears witness to this story, just according to what is 
here related, in Eusebius's Praepar. Evang. lib. ix. cap. 29. 

And Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh.] Wisely fore- 
seeing the danger, he avoided it by flight into another coun- 
try where he was out of his reach. For though the time of 
Israel's deliverance was not yet come, he was assured, that 
God intended to work it by his hand: and therefore thought 
it prudent to reserve himself till he received a further com- 
mission from God. But though this flight of Moses be 
here so plainly affirmed, yet the Jews aTe so fond of their 
own conceits, and so bold in their invention, that they say 
he was not only condemned to have his head cut off, but 
brought to the block; and when the executioner came to 
do his office, his sword would not enter ; Moses's neck 
being, by a miracle, turned into a pillar of marble; and 
from thence he called his son Eliezer, &c. So the tale is 
told by the author of Moses's Life. What Pharaoh this 
was is not certain, but Eusebius calls him Orus (who suc- 
ceeded Amenophis, in whose time Moses was born), and 
he is said to have reigned two-and-forty years. 

And dwelt in the land of Midian.] Where some of Abra- 
ham's posterity were settled (Gen. xxv. 2.) in a part of 
Arabia Pctroea, And therefore Philo only saith, viravtx<*>- 
priaev elc rfiv o/ivpov 'Apafitav, he withdrew into the neigh- 
bouring Arabia. Into which country he chose to flee, 
both because his escape was easy thither, and because 
they were descended from the same stock with himself; 
and continued still good people; or at least had some 
good governors and families among them, as appears by 
what follows: 

And he sat down by a well.] To refresh himself; and ex- 
pecting, it is likely, to meet some company there, at the 
time when the flocks came to water. 

Ver. Hi. Now the priest of Midian.] Or pnwee, as it is 
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in the margin. For the word cohen indifferently signifies 
either priest or prince: but most anciently it signifies the 
latter (a prince), for so it is used in the Book of Job, xii. 
19 ; he leadeth cohenim (princes) away spoiled. And in 
aftertimes it continued to have the same signification; 
David's sons being called by this name of cohenim, 2 Sam. 
viii. 18. which in 1 Chron. xviiL 17. is expounded, " were 
chief at the hand of the king." And so Ira is called, 
2 Sam. xx. 26. cohen, a chief ruler about David. And so 
I think it is to be taken here, for a ruler or governor, (see 
Gen. xli. 50.) not of the whole country of Midian, but of 
some province of it And it may be most truly rendered a 
prince {i. e. one of the princes, or rulers) of Midian. But 
in ancient time princes executed the priesthood also, as 
Plato observes they did among the Egyptians; and the 
consuls and emperors of Rome were ambitions of the same 
dignity : by which means the word cohen came to signify 
both. Though where the place or territory of which any 
person was cohen is mentioned, there it always signifies 
him to have been prince or civil governor of that place. 
So S. Jarchi observes, " the word cohen always denotes 
some Divine ministry or function, except where there is an 
addition of some particular principality to it, as Cohen of 
Midian, and Cohen of On, 93 (referring to this place, and that 
I now mentioned in Genesis), where it signifies a prince, 
though the priesthood might be joined with it. And so 
Artapanus in Eusebius, (lib. ix. cap. 27.) relating Moses's 
flight into Arabia, saith he came to Raguel, rw twv tottw 
apxovri, the ruler of those parts. And the Jews, in their 
German translation of the Bible, call him Heer, Lord of 
Midian. See our most learned Selden, lib. i. de Synedr. c. 
ult. p. 648. I shall only add, that it is most likely that this 
prince (or priest) was a worshipper of the true God, and 
not an idolater: for Moses, we may be confident, would 
not have married his daughter, if she had been bred in a 
false religion. 

Had seven daughters, and they came and drew water, &c] 
He was but a small prince it appears by this ; though it 
must be acknowledged it was a noble employment in old 
time (as I observed upon Genesis) to look after sheep : and 
we must not imagine these young women drew the water 
themselves, but had servants to attend them and obey their 
orders. 

Ver. 17. And the shepherds came and drove them away.'] 
Some rude and idle shepherds would have made use of the 
water which they had drawn; and had the benefit of their 
pains, without any labour of their own. This looks like 
an argument that their father was not a prince, for then, 
one would think, these shepherds would not have dared 
to contest with them. But it is as much an argument that 
he was not a priest; for they were great men also in those 
days. And it seems probable to me, that these were the 
shepherds of some other greater prince in those countries; 
who made thus bold with Jethro's daughters and their ser- 
vants. For one cannot think, as I said, that they alone 
looked after this flock, but were overseers of those that 
did, like Ilebckah and Rachel. (See Gen. xxix. 9.) 

But Moses stood zip and helped them, &c] This was an 
act (as Maimonidcs suggests) of the same heroic spirit, 
mentioned before, (ver. 12.) which still rested on him, and 
moved him here, as it had done in Egypt. And thus Philo 
also represents him as ivOovma fxtTaixop<povfxevog, transported 



by such an enthusiasm when he spake to the shepherds, 
that it affrighted them from their attempt. Though it is 
not certain that he overcame them by persuasions, but the 
whole discourse seems rather to imply that he forced them 
to desist: which he could not do alone, but at. the head of 
those servants that belonged to these young women, and 
it is not improbable he had some servants of his own, who 
attended him in his flight. Certain it is, that the Arabians' 
great employment was feeding of cattle, as Philo there 
notes, (lib. i. de Vita Mosis, Krr\vorpo(povaiv "Apaj3f£, &c.) 
" and that not only men, but women, young men and vir- 
gins, looked after them; and not those only of the meaner 
sort, aXka teal to)v ayav tTrupaviov, but they that were of noblo 
families.'* 

Ver. 18. And when they came to Reuel their father.] He 
is thought to be the same with Jethro, (iii. 1.) or was 
Jethro's father; and so the grandfather of these young 
women; which Drusius thinks most probable. (Miscell. 
Centur. 2. cap. 69.) 

He said, How is it you are come so soon to-day ?] It seems 
Moses not only valiantly defended and protected them; but 
so vigorously assisted them also in all their business, : that 
they dispatched it sooner than they were wont to do. 

Ver. 19. And they said, An Egyptian.] So they took 
Moses to be by his speech and his habit;, and perhaps he 
told them he came out of that country. 

Delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds.] This jus- 
tifies what I said (ver. 17.) that these shepherds belonged 
to some other prince in those parts, who were wont, it 
seems, to infest those that were weaker; and that Moses 
by his extraordinary courage drove them away. 

And also drew water enough for us, &c] They had drawn 
water before, (ver. 16.) which the shepherds took from them: 
and he now did it with greater .expedition, and in great 
plenty. 

Ver. 20. And he said unto his daughters, Where is he?] 
This is a form of chiding, as Philo observes, or upbraiding 
for their ingratitude; as appears by what follows. 

Why is it that ye have left the man ?] Suffered him to re- 
main in the field. Ye ought (as Philo explains it) to have 
invited him to my house ; and if he had declined it, to have 
entreated and urged him to it. 

Call him, that he may eat bread.] Go back (as he goes 
on) with all speed, and pray him to come and refresh him- 
self; and receive my thanks, which are due to him. This 
shews Moses had done them some considerable service. 

Ver. 21. And Moses teas content to dwell with the man.] 
After some conversation with him, Raguel liked Moses so 
well that he offered him such terms as he accepted, and 
became one of his domestics. 

And he gave Moses Zipporah his daughter.] The Divine 
writers do not relate all the passages of a story (as other 
authors delight to do) but only the most material. There- 
fore we are to suppose a great many things to have pre- 
ceded this: which was not accomplished presently after he 
was entered into Reuel's house, but after he had had such 
experience of Moses's other virtues, as well as of his valour. 
Though the observation of Philo here is not to be slighted, 
that 'ApfStjXot at fityaXai <j>v<rug, koi ov jjlijku XQ^ V0V yvwpiZ>6~ 
fizvai. Men of a great genius quickly shew themselves, and 
are not made known by length of time. i€ And therefore, 
he thinks, that Reuel, being struck first with admiration of 
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his goodly aspect, and then of his wise discourse, imme- 
diately gave him the most beautiful of all his daughters to 
be his wife : not staying to inquire of any body what he 
was, for his own most excellent qualities sufficiently re- 
commended him to his affection/' (lib. i. de Vita Mosis, 
p. Oil.) 

Ver. 22. And she bare Mm a sou, and he called his name 
Gershom, &c] This word Gershom signifies a desolate 
stranger; which he made the name of this child, because 
he was born, not only in a foreign country, remote from his 
own people, but in a place where he had nothing but what 
ho earned by his labour. For it is not to be thought, that 
in a hasty flight he could bring any great matter with him 
into Midian. Either this son was born long after his mar- 
riage, or he did not marry till he had been long in this coun- 
try: for when he left it, after forty years' stay in it, his 
children were but young, as appears from iv. 20. 

Ver. 23. And it came to pass, in process of time.'] After 
many days (as it is in the Hebrew), i e. years : for this 
king reigned a long time. (See ver. 15.) 

The king of Egypt died.] That king from whom Moses 
fled, viz. Orus. After whom Eugebius makes Acenceres 
to have reigned : and after him Achrois : both which died 
before 'Moses returned into Egypt. 

And the children of Israel sighed by reason of the bon- 
dage.] Their cruel servitude did not end with the life of 
Orus ; but the new king, who succeeded him, was so far 
from giving them any ease, that he laid more heavy bur- 
dens upon them. . t 

And they cried.] This signifies they lay under the most 
grievous oppression ; which grew intolerable. 

And their cry came tip unto God.] A cry that comes vp 
unto God, signifies, Jn the holy language, the loudest and 
sorest cry. (See Gen. xix. 13.) 

By reason of the bondage.] This may be referred both to 
their cry, and its coining up to God: who resolved speedily 
to free thera from such insupportable burdens. 

Ver. 24. And God heard their groaning, and God remem- 
bered his covenant, &c] There are four different words in 
these two last verses, (viz. heard, remembered, looked upon 
them, had respect unto them,) which, every one of them, sig- 
nify God's kind intention towards them; but seem also to 
me to denote that the Divine Providence determined to 
proceed gradually in the deliverance of the children of 
Israel from their cruel servitude. For when he saith, God 
heard their groaning, the meaning is, he favourably con- 
descended to grant their petition ; which was the first step 
to their deliverance. And then, 

He remembered Jus covenant with Abraham, &.C.] This 
gives the reason of it, because he was mindful of his an- 
cient promises to their forefathers; which was a further 
assurance of his favour. And then he 

Looked upon them.] i. e. Took notice of their affliction 
and hard labour, (as Maimonides explains it, More Ne- 
voch. par. i. cap. 48.) which was another motive to relieve 
them. And in the la^t place, 

God had respect to them.] Which imports that he deter- 
mined to have mercy upon f/*ewi(and that includes all bless- 
ings in it). For so this phrase to respect another signifies, 
as Bochart hath shewn from many instances, particularly 
Psal, xxv, 12. Isai. lxvi. 2. (Hierozoic. par. i, lib. ii. cap. 
49.) 



CHAP III. 

Ver. 1. IT OW Moses kept the flock.] So Moses was taken 
from the sheepfold (as David was in aftertimes) to be 
the ruler of God's people, (Psal. lxxvii.70.) " For as hunt- 
ing of wild beasts (saith Philo) is proper to men of a mar- 
tial genius, and fits men to be captains and generals of ar- 
mies; so the feeding of sheep is McXcrn koi Trpoyvfivaaia 
fiaZtktias, &c. the best exercise and preparation for a king- 
dom, and the gentle government of mankind." Clemens 
Alexandrinus hath the same notion, and the same words; 
(lib. i. Strom, p. 345.) God's power also herein appeared 
the more wonderful, that he delivered his people from the 
Egyptian tyranny, by one that was contemptible, or rather 
abominable, to that nation, viz. a keeper of sheep. 

Of Jethro.] It is most likely that Reuel, mentioned in 
the foregoing chapter, (ver. 18.) was now dead ; to whom 
Jethro his son succeeded in that principality where he 
ruled : for it was now forty years since Moses came first 
into Midian. 

His father-in-law.] This shews that the seven daughters 
spoken of, ii. 1G. were the children of Jethro, and Reuel 
their grandfather: unless we will say, as a great many do, 
that Jethro had two names. Nay, they fancy he had three, 
being called Ilobab they think, Judg. iv. 11, where Hobab 
is said to be the father-in-law of Moses. But the word son 
is there to be supplied (which in other places is sometimes 
to be understood), he seeming to be Jethro's son, brother 
tpZipporah: and accordingly is said, (Numb. x. 29.) la 
be the son of Raguel the Midianite, i. e. of Jethro, as 
many understand it. See there. 

And he led the flock to the backside of the desert] Or, as 
St. Jerome understands it, " ad interiora deserti," to the 
inner parts of the desert (where there was better pasture 
than in the place where he was before), to which he was 
conducted by the providence of God, who intended here 
to reveal himself more fully to him. 

And came to the mountain of God, even to Iloreb.] Sheep 
delight to feed on mountains, as Bochart observes out of 
Theocritus and Virgil. Whence such mountainous places 
are often called in Homer otwoXa, sheep-walks ; they being 
wont to feed there, as Eustathius and Hesychius interpret 
it: (see Hierozoic. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 46.) And this is 
called the mountain of God, because, when Moses wrote 
this book, there had been a Divine appearance upon Ho- 
reb, which St. Stephen calls Sinai, (Acts vii. 30.) For 
Horeb and Sinai seem to have been two tops of one and 
the same mountain: which it is plain by this was not far 
from the country of Midian., We understand also by St. 
Stephen's words when this fell out, viz. after he had dwelt 
forty years in Midian : for so long, it is certain, he con- 
tinued there, (Exod. vii. 7.) But how he employed all 
that time, we are not told.' No doubt, in something elso 
than mere feeding sheep. For, being learned in all tho 
Egyptian wisdom, we may well think he both taught others, 
and made also great improvements himself in studying the 
records of that, and all other neighbouring countries : and 



besides, received, it is likely, Divine revelations. There 
are those, likewise, who think he now wrote the book of 
Job, to comfort the Israelites, by the example of his ad- 
mirable patience, under their heavy oppressions in Egypt ; 
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and the book of Genesis also; that they might the better 
understand what promise had been made to their noble 
ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ; and that the time 
drew near when they would be fulfilled. 

It is noted by Ludovicus Capellus, in his Chronol. 
Sacra, that the number forty was much observed iu the 
administrations of Divine Providence : Moses being forty 
years old when he fled into Midian, and staying there an- 
other forty years, and then leaving the world in the end of 
the next forty years of his age. It was so many years 
before the Israelites got to Canaan, after they were deli- 
vered out of Egypt. Forty days Moses continued with 
God in the Mount, both the first and second time of his 
going up thither. So many days the spies were in searching 
out the land : and the Israelites had just so many mansions 
in the wilderness. Their first judge governed just forty years, 
and the next twice as many. Deborah, Barak, Gideon, Eli, 
al ljudged forty years : and so long David reigned. 

Ver. 2. And the angel of the Lord appeared to him.] 
So St. Stephen also, (Acts vii. 30.) By which some un- 
derstand the eternal Word, the Second Person in the 
blessed Trinity. But I think he is not called simply an 
angel any where, but with some addition, as the angel of 
the covenant: for it would be a dangerous insinuation, 
that he was but a mere creature. Yet I believe he is not 
here to be excluded : for I take this to have been the ap- 
pearance of the Schechinah; which comprehended both 
the Lord himself, and the angels that attended him as his 
ministers. One of which now appeared so gloriously, 
that he shewed God to be present: and accordingly we 
find, in the following words, that he himself spake to Mo- 
ses. And thus the Lord is said to have sent his angel, 
when they crie'd to him, and brought them out of Egypt, 
(Numb. xx. IGr) Which angel is called Michael, by 
Menachem ; and the same which they also call Goel, who 
redeemed Jacob from all evil, (Gen. xlviii. 1G.) 

In a flame of fire.] The glory of the Lord (as the Sche- 
chinah is frequently called) appeared in a flaming manner 
like fire : exceeding bright, and with an amazing splendour. 
So it appeared, though not so bright, when the first pro- 
mise was made of their deliverance, (Gen. xv. 17, 18.) 

Out of the midst of a bush.] To shew, say the Jews in 
Pirke Eliezer, (cap. xl.) that God was present with them, 
in their great affliction and tribulation : which was repre- 
sented by this bush of thorns or briars (for so the Hebrew 
word signifies, su'ch a bush as pricks those that touch it), 
or, as the prophet Isaiah speaks, (lxiii.9.) " in all their 
affliction he was afflicted." And by his providence or- 
dered things so, that their affliction did not consume them, 
but rather multiplied and increased them; for, as it there 
follows, "the angel of his presence saved them." And thus 
Eusebius tells us (in the latter end of lib. v. Demonstr. 
Evang. cap. 13.) some Christians understood it, alvirreaSat 
tl <j>a<n, rriv fitv fiarov, rrjv tu>v ^ujvtttIwv dygiav teal aTrr\vi) 
Kai dvfyiipov fxoj(0r}oiav, &C. 

This fire also in the bush might be intended to shew, that 
God would there meet with the Israelites, and give them 
his law in fire and lightning; and yet not consume them. 
For this is the place, where God, after they came out of 
Egypt, delivered the law to them: which thence was called 
Sinai (saith the forenamed author in Pirke Eliezer), from 
this bush ; which in Hebrew is Swe, "and signifies in Ara- 
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bic a thorn-bush: whereas before it was called* Horeb, 
from its dryness and barrenness, as that word imports. 

And behold, the bush burnt tvith fire, and the bush tvas 
not consumed.'] The heathens had either read, or heard of 
this wonder, as appears by Artapanus, who mentions it, 
(in Eusebius, lib. ix. Praepar. Evang. cap. 27.) but he dis- 
guises it and misreports it ; saying, it was a fire which sud- 
denly broke forth out of the earth, and flamed, fifae {JXtjc 
fxyre aWygTivbg %v\tiag ov<ft}g'iv roiry, when there was no 
matter, nor any kind of tvood in the place to feed it. But 
in the next chapter but one, an ancient tragedian reports it 
exactly, saying, just as Moses doth here, that ■' the bush 
burnt in a great fire, and yet remained entire and green in 
the flame," which he calls rtpaariov fiiyurrov, the greatest 
miracle. The meaning of which I have already explained, 
in the foregoing observation. There is a story something 
like this in Dion Prusaeus, Orat. xxxvi. where he saith the 
Persians relate concerning Zoroaster, that the love of wis- 
dom and virtue leading him to a solitary life, separate from 
company, upon a mountain, he found it one day all in a 
flame, shining with celestial fire: out of the midst of which 
he came without any harm, and instituted certain sacrifices 
to God, who then he made account appeared to him. 
Which Joh. Henricus Ursinus, a good while ago, endea- 
voured to prove was nothing else but a corruption of this 
apparition to Moses. And Huetius lately (in his Demonstr. 
Evang. propos. iv. cap. 5.) hath made such a laborious 
comparison between what is said of Moses and Zoroaster, 
as is sufficient to make it probable the aneient Persians 
derived their religion from these books of Moses. 

Ver. 3. And Moses said, I will now turn aside.] It seems 
this glorious appearance was not directly before him, but 
on bne side of him, and some distance from him. 

And see this great sight.] This wonderful appearance; or, 
as Philo translates it, iKTrXntcriKwrarov, this most stupen* 
dous and astonishing sight or vision. • 

Why the bush is not burnt.] Afire which did not burn 
(that is, consume what it laid hold on) was very amazing. 
Yet the gentiles did not think such things incredible, as ap- 
pears out of Seneca in his Thyeste, where he speaks of a 
forest which appeared all on a flame, without fire : and out 
of Lucan, and divers other authors, among the pagans, pro- 
duced by the learned Huetius in bis Queestiones Alnetanee, 
(lib. ii. cap. xii. n. 10.) 

Ver. 4. And ivhen the Lord saw that he turned aside, &c] 
It is plain by this, that the Lord himself was here present: 
his angels being but attendants, as I said, upon his Ma- 
jesty. (See Gen. xii. 11. 15.) 

God called unto him out of the midst of the bush.] He 
now calls him God, whom just before he called Lord. Both 
which are sometimes put together, as comprehending all 
the Divine attributes. Maimonides, who makes eleven de- 
grees of prophecy (or Divine communications to men), 
justly thinks this the very highest of all, and it was pecu^- 
liar to Moses, to hear God himself speaking to him in a 
vision, when he was entirely awake. 

And said, Moses, Moses.] He repeats his name, to excito 
his attention. And some take it for a token of familiarity, 
(See Gen.xlvi.2.) This is called by Gregor. Nyssen. (de 
Vita Mosis, p. 172.) // rov <pa)rbg tf>wyr), &c. a voice of that 
Light, or splendour; i.e. of the Divine ^Iajcsty, which ap-^ 
peared to him, 
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And he said, Here am I.] A common expression of readi- 
ness to hearken and to obey. 

Ver. 5. And he said, Draw not nigh hither.'] He commands 
him to keep his distance, and not to approach nearer to 
him. This, and what follows, plainly demonstrate what I 
-said before, that this was an appearance of theSchechinah, 
x>r Divine Majesty ; to whom he could not pay too great a 
reverence. 

Put off thy shoes from off thy feet.] Many frivolous rea- 
sons have been given for this precept, as may be seen in 
Braunius, (lib. i. cap. 3. de Vestitu Sacerd. Hebr.) But 
.the plain reason is immediately added in the text, because 
the place where he stood was holy: into which it was irre- 
vcrend to enter with their shoes on; because thereby it 
.might be defiled with the dirt that adhered to them. Cer- 
tain it is, that, in the temple afterwards, the priests offi- 
ciated barefoot; and all the eastern people came into their 
holy places in the same manner: which Justin Martyr 
thinks they learnt from this example of Moses. But 
3Ir. Mode's opinion seems truer, that Moses did not give 
the first beginning to this rite; but it was derived from 
the patriarchs before him, and transmitted to future times 
from that ancient general tradition. For we find no com- 
mand in the law of Moses, for the priests performing the 
service of the tabernacle without shoes ; but it is certain 
they did so, from immemorial custom: and so do the 
•Mahometan^ and other nations at this day. (See Mr. Mede, 
book ii. p. 442, &c. and p. 516. and Huetius in his De- 
monstr, Evang. propos. iv. cap. xL sect. 2.) 

Tlie place whereon thou standest is holy ground.] It was 
made holy by the special presence of God, which was now 
there, who is most holy, and makes every thing relating 
unto him to" be holy also. For thus the tabernacle, the 
temple, and the utensils thereof, with all things destined 
to the Divine service, were called holy. 

Ver. G. Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father.] 
i.e. Of Amram : who it seems w r as a very pious man. 

And the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob.] Who were so dear to him, that he made a cove- 
nant with every one of them" (which is t the reason he is 
distinctly called the God of each of them), as Maimonides 
observes, (More Nev. par. iii. cap. 51.) from Lev. xxvi. 
42. And this covenant was, that he would be their God 
after a peculiar manner. For otherwise, he was the God 
of Noah, and of all the holy patriarchs before him : but he 
is called the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, for a 
peculiar reason, "because of the promise made to these 
three of the blessed Seed which should spring from them; 
in opposition to the pretensions of other neighbouring 
people; who (as the learned Dr. Allix observes) were 
their rivals in that hope. These words being as much 
as if he had said, the God of Abraham, and not of Lot, as 
the Ammonites and Moabites pretended : the God of Isaac, 
and not of Ishmael, as his posterity pretended: the God 
of Jacob, and not of Esau, as the Edomites boasted. 

And Moses hid his face.] In token of humility, submis- 
sion, and reverence. So Elijah did in aftertimes, (1 Kings 
xix. 12.) Nay, the angels cover their faces in the presence 
of God, (Isa. vi. 2.) 

Jbr he was afraid to look upon God.] The splendour of 
the Divine Majesty was so great, that it dazzled his eyes ; 
and he was not able to behold it. For though he stirred not 



, a step further, after God prohibited him to come nearer; 
yet we may suppose him to b^ now nearer to it than he 
was at the first, (ver. 3.) and its glory also was much in- 
creased. 

Ver. 7. And the Lord said, I have surely seen the afflic- 
tion, &c] To see signifies more than to observe and take 
notice; including in it such resolutions of Divine Provi- 
dence, as would certainly produce their deliverance. For 
the doubling of the expression (Seeing I have seen, as it is 
in the Hebrew) denotes there was no doubt of it. 

And have heard their cry.] Both this and the next phrase, 
know their sorroivs, signify more than the simple words 
hear and know import, viz. such a regard to their miserable 
condition, as moved him to order a speedy relief to be 
given them. 

Ver. S. And I am come down to deKver them.] I now 
appear unto thee for that purpose. 

Out of the Jumd of the Egyptians.] From their tyranuical 
power. 

And to bring them up y out of that land.] Where they are 
strangers, and used as slaves. 

Into a good land.] A fruitful country of their own. 

And a large.] Where they shall not be pent up so as 
they are in Goshen. And if it were considered according 
to the extent of the original promise, it was large and spa- 
cious indeed, even from the river of Egypt unto Euphrates, 
(Gen. xv. 18.) ; 

Unto a land flowing with milk and honey.] By which 
phrase the poets express the greatest plenty; as Bochart 
shews out of Euripides, Horace, Ovid, &c. (Hierozoic. 
par. ii. lib. iv. cap. 12.) For abundance of milk and honey 
argue a country to be well watered, fruitful, full of fair 
pastures and flowers : from whence the flocks may fill their 
dugs with milk, and the bees their cells with honey. iElian 
(lib. iii. de Hist. Animal, cap. 35.) saith, "The goats of 
Syria (which includes this country) afford such plenty of 
milk, as is in no other country." 

Unto the place of the Canaanites, &,c] See concerning all 
these people here mentioned, Gen. xv. 19, &c. 

Ver. 0. Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of 
Israel is come upon me, &c.J This w T as said before, (ver. 7.) I 
but here repeated, as a reason of the commission he in- 
tended immediately to give to Moses, to go and deliver 
them. 

Ver. 10. Come now therefore, and I will send thee nnto 
Pharaoh, &c] Leave thy flock; for I have another more 
weighty business, wherein I will employ thee. For thou 
shalt go with my authority to Pharaoh; and command him 
not only to release ray people out of their servitude, but to 
let them go also out of Egypt. He had called them by the 
name of his people, (ver. 7.) and now mentions it again, to 
encourage their hope that he would take care of his own. 

What Pharaoh this was (it being a common name to all 
the Egyptian kings) is very much disputed. The common 
opinion is, that after Orus (in whose time Moses fled into 
Midian), Acenceres (or Achcrres) reigned twelve years; and 
after him Achoris reigned seven years more; and (hen suc- 
ceeded Cenchres, the worst of them all, to whom Moses 
was now sent. But Clemens Alexandrinus tells us, that 
Appion (a great enemy of the Jews, and who wrote against 
them) mentioning their going out of Egypt (in his fourth 
book of his History of Egypt), saith, it was in the reign of 
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Amosis. For which he quotes Ptolomaeus Mendesius, an 
Egyptian priest, who wrote three books about their affairs, 
in which he saith, tear "AfJLuxriv AIjvtttov BaviXia, Mwvcrlwc 
fiyovfiivov, ytyovivai 'IovScu'o*c rriv 1% AlyvwTOV iroptiav, (lib.i. 
Stromat. p. 320.) But Tacitus calls him Bocchoris, or, as 
some read it, Occoris, (lib. v. Hist. cap. 3.) 

Tliat thou mayest bring forth my people, &c] From this 
time we are to consider God as the king of this people : not 
in general only, as he is Lord of the whole world ; but in 
a proper and peculiar manner. For whatsoever authority 
or power of jurisdiction the kings of other nations did 
exercise over then subjects, (as power of life and death, of 
making laws and leagues, &c.) the same prerogative did 
the Lord of heaven and earth reserve to himself alone, over 
the children of Israel. Upon which ground, as Dr. Jackson 
well observes, Moses was delegated to be his ambassador 
to the king of Egypt; and constituted (it appears by the 
whole story) his deputy or viceroy over Israel. 

Vcr. 11. And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I 
should go ttnto Pharaoh, &c] He modestly declines the 
service, considering how mean a person he w T as, in com- 
parison with Pharaoh ; and how unable to do any thing for 
the Israelites. He had felt some extraordinary motion in 
himself, forty years ago ; which he took to be an indication 
that God would use him as an instrument of their deliver- 
ance, (see chap. ii. 11, 12.) but at that time he was a far 
greater man than now; and had more interest at court : the 
princess who adopted him for her son being then perhaps 
alive, or having left him what made him very considerable. 
In short, he was then the son of Pharaoh's daughter ; but 
now a poor shepherd. 

Ver. 12. And he said, Certainly I will be with thee.] In 
answer to his objection, God bids him depend on this; 
that he would preserve him by a special providence from 
being hurt by Pharaoh. So Maimonidcs shews this phrase 
(I will be with thee) signifies in Scripture, (MoreNev. par. 
iii. cap. 18.) And the confidence which God wrought in 
him of this, gave him courage and resolution : which is also 
denoted by this phrase, as he shews, (par. ii. cap. 38.) For 
all the prophets were endued with an extraordinary forti- 
tude and magnanimity; which was in Moses above all the 
rest: he encountering a great king, and all his court and 
people, barely with a staff in his hand. 

And this shall be a token to thee that I have sent thee; 
when thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye 
shall serve Godtipon this mountain.} This could not be a 
token to him now, but was afterward: when God by his 
power brought them to this very place, to worship him, ac- 
cording to this promise, upon this mountain. In the mean- 
time, there were many other tokens God gave him (as we 
find in this history) which were all confirmed by this at 
last. 

Vcr. 13. And they shall say unto me, What is his name? 
IMiat shall I say unto them ?] This doth not argue that 
they knew not what the name of their God was ; for they and 
their fathers had been long acquainted with him: and they 
cried unto him, and he heard them, (ii. 23, 2*1.) ButMoses 
being the first that ever spake to men in the name of God, 
(none of the patriarchs, cither before the flood or after it, 
having said any such words as these ; God hath sent me to 
you : the Lord commands me to bid you do so or so, as Mai- 
mon. observes in several places of his More Nevoch. par. i. 



cap. 63. par. ii.. cap. 39.) it was natural for the Israelites: 
to ask him by what name, or peculiar attribute, God had 
made himself known unto him, so as to authorize him to 
speak to them, as never any man before did. He had 
spoken unto Noah and unto Abraham, &c. but it was only 
for their own instruction ; he never bid them deliver any 
message unto others: and yet it is observable^ that, upon 
particular occasions, he still made himself known to them - 
by different names or titles. As he saith to Abraham, 
(Gen. xv. 7.) €i I am Jehovah, who brought thee out 
of Ur of the Chaldees." But, xvii. I. he saith, " I am El- 
shaddai." And to Isaac he saith, " I am the God of thy 
father Abraham," (xxvi. 24.) To Jacob he adds, "lam: 
the Lord God of thy father Abraham, and the God of 
Isaac," (xxviii. 13.) And after this, " I am the God of 
Bethel," (xxxi. 13.) No wonder then that Moses should; 
think the people would expect, upon so great an occasion, 
when he came to them as an ambassador from heaven, that 
the God of their fathers should speak to them in a new? 
style, beyond all that had been known in former days. 

Ver. 14. And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I 
AM.] That is, saith Maimonidcs, in the place abovenamed, 
he that necessarily exists. He who so is, that he must needs 
be. Or, as some translate it, I will be what I will be; i. e. 
the eternal immutable Being (so Elmacinus interprets it, 
the Eternal that never dies J, who am faithful to my pro- 
mises ; and will be to you, what I told your fathers I would, 
be. -Whatsoever I said in the days of Abraham, concern-;, 
ing the giving the land of Canaan, I will certainly perform; 
for I change not. 

Tims shalt thou say to the children of Israel, I AM hath 
sent me unto you.] The former words were a declaration of 
God's nature to Moses; and in these he bids him, in brief/ 
only say to the Israelites that he was sent by him who is.. 
That is (as was said before) necessarily exists : always was, 
and ever will be. Who alters not ; but, by whatsoever 
name lie makes himself known, is still the very same God. 
Which was a name not unknown to the gentiles, as one. 
would think by the wordjEI; which was inscribed in the 
front of the Delphic temple (as Plutarch tells us), and was 
nothing else but the contraction of EIMI, which signifies, 
I AM. Or if we take EI to be an entire word (as it is 
commonly thought) signifying thou art, Ammonius rightly 
understood it to be airrortAfj rov 0cov irpoaayopiVGiv kol 
7rpov(pu>vr}<Tiv (as Plutarch reports his words in a treatise on; 
this subject), the most absolutely perfect name and compel- 
lation of God. For God, saith he, in the other inscription 
on the temple, speaks to us who approach him, saying to 
every one KNOW THYSELF: and we are taught to, 
answer to him again, in the words of this inscription, 
THOU ART: ascribing to him wq aXr^fi koI fyivSij, &c. 
that true, undoubted, and only appellation which belongs to 
him alone. For he only is; we are not, &c. Thus he de- 
clares this word, to express most perfectly the Divine Es- 
sence ; which is distinguished hereby from all false gods. 
See Eusebius, (lib. xi. Praep. Evang. cap. 31.) and in the two 
foregoing chapters; where he takes a 'deal of pains to 
shew that Plato borrowed this notion of to ov ati, ylvzaiv Si 
ovk 6%°^ rt Being that is always, but had no beginning, from 
these words of Moses. And Numenius, a Pythagorean, 
speaks it more plainly, when he saith, to yap ov, aiStov j3£- 
]3cuov T£ lartVy cul Kara tclvtqv kgX Tavrbv, that which is, is eter* 
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nal and steadfast, always the very same without variation. 
And no wonder these men, if they met with this passage in 
Moses, were highly pleased with it; for St. Hilary himself 
tells us, that he, lighting upon theso words (as he Avas mus- 
ing about God and religion) before he was a Christian, was 
struck with admiration: there being nothing so proper to 
God as to be. And therefore he thought it worthy of God, 
to say of himself, I AM THAT I AM, and HE THAT 
IS (so he translates the last words) hath sent me unto you; 
(lib. i. de Trinitate.) 

' Ver. 15. And said moreover unto Moses, TJius shalt thou 
say, &c] For a further explication of what he had now 
said, and a further satisfaction of their minds. 

The Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, &c] 
The name Jehovah (as we pronounce.it) seems to be in 
sense the same with Ehjeh, beforementioned. Which, as 
it declares his nature, so the word God added to it, ex- 
presses his favour, care, and providence. And conse- 
quently he bids Moses tell the children of Israel, that he 
who is the Eternal was the God of* their fathers, of Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob : to whom he had made many pro- 
mises that he would be gracious to their posterity. This 
was sufficient for them to know of him. ; . 

. This is my name for ever, and this is my memorial, &c] 
Some refer the first words (this is my name) to the forego- 
ing verse, 1 AM: and the next (this is my memorial) to 
those which immediately precede, the Lord God of your 
fathers: which in truth include the whole, Jehovah being 
the same with I am. And the meaning is, I will be for 
ever remembered, celebrated, praised, and invoked, by the 
name of the Lord God of your fathers, &c. 

Ver. 16. Go, and gather the elders of Israel together.'} 
The word elders, in these books, sometimes signifies the 
men of the great Sanhedrin, as they speak in aftertimes (or 
the judges in the highest court), Dent, xxi. 2. &c. Some- 
times the judges in the lower courts, (Deut. xix. 12. xxii. 
15.) Sometimes it only signifies the heads of the tribes, as 
here in this place : for now there were no such courts of 
judicature constituted. (SeeSelden, Uxor. Hebr. lib. i. 
cap. xv.) Some indeed (particularly Corn. Bertram) think 
it reasonable to, suppose that the Israelites had judges 
among them all the time they dwelt in Egypt, though not 
mentioned in Scripture ; as they had, no doubt, a form of 
religion, though we read nothing of it. And Moses, he 
thinks, is here ordered to send for those, who were their 
rulers, and administered public affairs among them. But 
there is this argument against it ; that, after this time, when 
Moses had brought them out of Egypt, there were no such 
judges among them, but Moses (as we find Exod. xviii.) 
judged all himself, to his exceeding great trouble. And 
therefore by elders we are here to understand only the 
wisest and gravest men of the nation, who were in greatest 
esteem among them, (as Mr. Seklen afterwards speaks, lib. 
i. de Synedr. cap. xv. p. 523, &c.) or, as was said before, 
the heads of their tribes. The famous II. Grotius confirms 
this, by a nice observation, that both here and ver. 18.- they 
are barely called zikne, not hazikne, because there was not 
as yet, " certum collegium, sed sola qualitas denotatur," 
(as he speaks, lib. de Imp. Sum. Potest, circa Sacra, cap. 
xi. n. 15.) a certain college or society of them, but their qua- 
lity only is denoted. And no doubt the word always signi- 
fied men of dignity, or chief rank among others, both among 



the Israelites and among the Egyptians; as I have ob- 
served on Gen. xxiv. 2. 1. 6. 

And say unto them, The Lord God of your fathers, &c] 
See this explained, ver. G. 

Hath appeared unto me.] Ver. 2. 4. 

Saying, Surely I have visited you*] So Joseph, when he 
died, assured them God would do, Gen. 1. 24, where I ob- 
served to visit them, was to briny them out of Egypt. And 
so it signifies here, as is evident from what God said to 
Moses when he appeared to him, ver. 8. " 1 am comedown 
to deliver thera out of the hand of the Egyptians." Which 
was not yet actually done, but so absolutely decreed in the 
mind of God, that he might say he had already done it. Or 
the word pakad may be translated here, as it is elsewhere, 
I have remembered you, (1 Sam. xv. 2.) that is, so as to re- 
solve to deliver them. And then the next words may depend 
on this. 

And that which is done to you in Egypt.] For the word 
seen is not in the original : but either way, it relates to what 
God saith to Moses, (ver. 7. 9.) 

Ver. 17. And I have said.] Determined, or resolved. 

I will bring you out of the affliction of Egypt, into the 
land of the Canaanites, &c] See ver. 9. 

Ver. 18. And they shall hearken to thy voice.] A great 
encouragement to carry this message to the elders of Israel ; 
which God promises to incline their hearts to receive and 
obey. 

The Lord God of the Hebrews hath met With us.] We 
have received a special command from the eternal God, 
whom, we, and our forefathers, worship: who hath ap- 
peared to us. 

And now let tis go (we beseech thee) three days* journey 
into theivilderness.'] They intended to go quite away.; but 
at first arc directed to demand only to go as far as Mount 
Sinai : which was but three days' journey from Egypt, if 
they went the nearest way to it. For this they were humble 
petitioners; which is implied in those words, We beseech 
thee. 

That ice may sacrifice to the I^ord our God.] When they 

'delivered this message to Pharaoh, (ver. 1.) they call it 

holding a feast to him : which was to be made upon the 

sacrifices that they offered. For ver. 3. of that chapter, 

they speak in the same phrase which is used here. 

Ver. 19. And I am sure the king of Egypt will not let 
you go.] God understood beforehand the hardness of his 
heart ; and that he would not yield ; no, not to let them 
depart for three days, much less for altogether. 

No, not by a strong hand.] Lithe margin, But by a strong 
hand; i. e. by cutting off all the first-born in the country: 
till which, he knew Fharaoh would be obstinate. 

Ver. 20. And Iicill stretch out my hand.] As the hand of 
God signifies his power, so the stretching it ont seems to 
signify the exerting of that power in mighty deeds. 

Smite Egypt with all my wonders.'] The Hebrew word 
for wonders comes from a root, which imports something 
singular, and not common. Such were all the plagues God 
sent upon Egypt, which made them the more wonderful. 

After that he ivill let you go.] They grew so terrible, at 
last, that he was afraid the next stroke would be upon his 
own person: which made him content to dismiss them. 

Ver. 21. Ami I will give this people favour in the sight of 
, the Egyptians, &c] Dispose their hearts to be kind to them. 
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so that they should readily furnish them with any thing 
they desired. 

Ver. 22. But every woman shall borrow.] The word shaal 
is of a doubtful meaning : for it signifying, in general, to 
ask or to pray, one may pray another, either to give or to 
lend. And if the Israelites asked their neighbours to be- 
stow such things upon them as are here mentioned, and 
they, out of a desire to be rid of them, or hoping speedily 
to recover .their goods, granted their requests, no wrong 
was done to them. And if they borrowed them of the 
Egyptians, it was by the authority of God, whose the world 
is and the fulness thereof: and who doth no man any wrong 
when he is pleased to transfer what he enjoys unto another. 
(See more xi. 2. xii. 35.) 

Of her neighbour, and of her that sojoumeth in her house.] 
By this it appears that the Egyptians were intermixed with 
the Hebrews, in'*the land of Goshen: and so might the 
more easily go along with them when they left Egypt ; as 
many of them did, (xii. 38.) 

Jewels of silver, &c] Rather, vessels of silver, &c. AVhich 
were of greater use to them than jewels; unless they pre- 
tended to deck up themselves for the feast they were to 
keep. (See more xi. 2. xii. 36.) 

And ye shall spoil the Egyptians.] Not by rapine or 
stealth, but by their own consent. 



CHAP. IV. 

Vcr. 1. HlJT behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken 
to my voice, &c] This seems directly to contradict what 
God had said unto him, (iii. 18.) " They shall hearken to 
thy voice." AVhich Maimonides endeavours to reconcile, 
by saying, that Moses was satisfied they would believe 
that he told them concerning the name of God who spake 
to him ; but not believe, without further proof, that he. was 
sent by him, (par. i. More Nevochim. cap. 03.) But the 
plainest answer is, that God did not mean they would 
hearken to Moses immediately: but that he would so con- 
vince them by undeniable signs "and tokens, that they 
should give credit to him, when he said he came from God 
to them: such signs he now asks, and God grants, that 
they might believe the Lord appeared to him, and gave 
him commission to deliver them. 

Ver. 2. And the Lord said unto him, IVIiat is that in thy 
hand?] He asks this question to make way for what fol- 
lows ; and to move his attention to it. 

And he said, A. rod.] His shepherd's staff, it is most 
likely. For he takes occasion from what was in his hand 
to confirm his faith ; and he was now feeding his father-in- 
law's sheep, when God appeared unto him. The Jews 
have a world of fabulous stuff about this rod, not worth the 
remembering. 

Vcr. 3. And he said, Cast it on the ground, &c] As he 
was to do when he came before Pharaoh, (vii. 10.) that it 
might not be thought Moses's hand contributed any thing 
to the change ; but it might appear to be wrought by the 
power of God. 

Audit became a serpent.] Airfca \pvx(*>%tiaa tlpirt (as Philo 
speaks), immediately it was enlivened and crawled about. 
The word nachash comprehends all sorts of serpents; and 
II. Eliezer takes it to have been a flying serpent: but our' 



Doctor Lightfoot thinks it was a crocodile; for which there 
is some reason. For that which is here called nechash 
(which most think signifies a common snake, or serpent), 
when he threw down his staff before Pharaoh (vii. JO.) is 
called tannin: which signifies a serpent of the largest 
dimensions (v7np/ity&nQ 8/oaicwv, Philo here calls it), and, 
as I proved upon Gen. i. 21. includes in it crocodiles, 
which Isaiah calls the crooked serpent, (xxvii. 1.) unto 
whose devouring jaws Pharaoh had exposed the Hebrew 
infants, when he commanded them to be cast into the river; 
Nile, (i. 22.) which abounded -with crocodiles. < 

And Moses fled from before it.] It being a very frightful 
sight; enough to dismay the most courageous man on 
earth : as God himself describes the crocodile in the book 
of Job,. (xii. 14, 15.) c f His teeth are terrible round about: 
when he raises up himself, the mighty are afraid." 

Ver. 4. And the Lord said unto Moses, Put forth thy 
hand and take it by the tail, &c] This shews Moses's faith 
to have been great, which overcame his fear. Most think 
this to have been an apt representation of the condition of- 
the Israelites in Egypt, and of their deliverance there, 
R. Eliezer, in his Pirke, (cap.xl.) hath hinted the best ex-, 
plication of it, if it have any such meaning, when he saith, 
As a serpent bites and kills those on whom it seizes, so 
did Pharaoh and his people bite and kill the Israelites: or 
rather he should have said, So shall the Egyptians be 
afflicted and tormented by the rod which Moses carries in 
his hand. 

Ver. 5. That they may believe that the Lord God of their 
fathers, &c] The meaning is, Thou shalt do thus before 
them, if they doubt whether I have appeared to thee (as he 
feared they would, ver. 1.) to convince them oHt. 

Ver. G. And the Lord said furthermore unto him, Put 
noio thy hand into thy bosom, &c] He did not ask for a 
new sign, but the Lord was graciously pleased to grant 
him a further confirmation of his faith; or rather, of the 
faith of the Israelites. 

And he put his hand into his bosom, and when he took it 
out, behold, it tvas leprous as snow J] It was a wonderful 
thing, that out* of the same place should come both the dis- 
ease and the cure (as we read in the next verse, that by 
putting his hand into his bosom again it became sound), 
and it was the greater wonder, because the leprosy was a 
disease that was very hard to be cured. 11. Eliezer, in the 
place forenamed, doth not give so good a reason for this 
sign as for the former: though it is not a bad one. For, he 
making a question, Why God should give them a sign by 
an unclean thing,, and not by a clean? makes this answer 
to it; because, as a leper is unclean, and makes others so, 
in like manner Pharaoh and the impure Egyptians had de- 
filed the Israelites: but God shewed by Moses's drawing 
his hand out of his bosom again pure and clean, that he' 
would deliver and purge the Israelites from the filthiness 
of the Egyptians. I should think rather, that the leprosy 
represented God's smiting the Egyptians with his plagues; 
and the cure of it, God's removal of those plagues at 
Moses's prayer. But there is no end of such conceits. 
Therefore I shall rather observe, that God commanding 
him to work all these wonders before Pharaoh, (ver. 21.) it 
is very probable, this gave occasion to the fabulous story 
which was invented in future ages, that Moses was a leper, 
and the Israelites infected with that, and other scabby dis- 
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eases. For so Josephus tells us (lib. i. contra Appion.) the 
tale was told in Manetho's history, and thence descended 
unto others, that Moses was driven out of the country, dia 
rijv Xlvpav, (see Justin, lib. xxxv. cap. 2. Tacitus, lib. v. 
Histor. cap. 3.) because he had the leprosy. AVhich, as 
Manetho, perhaps, did not maliciously devise out of his 
own head, so those historians from whom he borrowed his 
work, might have but an imperfect tradition of the truth, 
derived from this passage of Moses appearing with a le- 
prous hand before Pharaoh: which was presently noised 
about the country, without the other part, of his being im- 
mediately cured. And thus Helladius Besantinus, an 
Eg3^ptian writer, in his Chresto-Mathia, mentions one who 
said Moses was called "AA^a, because his body, rote aX^otc 
KaravrtKTOG ?iv, tvas marked xvith white* leprous spots. And 
to this lie he calls Philo to bo a witness. The very same 
is affirmed by Philemaeus Hephaestionis, as J. Meursius 
observes in his notes upon the forenamed author. 

Ver. 7. And he pinched it out of his bosom, and behold, it 
was turned again as his other flesh.'] A manifest token (as 
Con. Pellicanus rightly takes it) that God could, with as 
much ease, restore his oppressed people to perfect liberty. 
. Ver. 8. And it shall come to jyass, if they will not believe 
thee, nor hearken to the voice of the first sign.] Here he 
gives the reason why he was pleased to add another sign 
to the former, that he might overcome the incredulity which 
he foresaw would be in many of them. 

That they will believe the voice of the latter sign.] Yield 
their consent to that which is plainly taught them by both 
these signs, viz. that God had appeared to him, and or- 
dered him to say what he did. And he saith they would 
believe; because it was rational to suppose they would: 
though he likewiso supposes, in the next verse, some 
might still remain incredulous ; and therefore he adds 
another. 

Ver. 9. Thou shalt take of the water of tlie river, and 
pour it upon tlie dry land; and tlie water shall become blood.] 
This sign was not wrought now, when God talked with 
him, as the two former were: for he was in the desert, far 
from the river here spoken of, and near no river at all. 
Therefore, in case the Israelites did not believe .upon the 
sight of the two former signs, this is ordered to be wrought, 
when he came into Egypt, for their conviction, by taking 
the water of Nilus, and turning it into blood. Which; 
might be well looked upon as an indication that God was 
able to spoil that water, which was the great instrument of 
the fertility of that country, and make their land barren. 
And also put them in mind that the cry of the innocent 
blood of their infants, which had been drowned in that 
river, was come up to God. 

There was a necessity that Moses should be instructed 
with all these powers, because he came with an unusual 
commission : which would not have been credited, if he 
had not brought such extraordinary proof of it. All the 
prophets after him did not work miracles, which were ne- 
cessary only when some great change was to be made in 
the world ; as there was now at their bringing out of Egypt. 
f After which they were to be put into a new form and order, 
by a body of peculiar laws, both civil and religious ; which 
when they were notoriously violated, God was pleased, by 
such wonders as Moses wrought, to turn their hearts back 
again ; as he did in the days of Elijah, (1 Kings xviii. 37.) 



Ver. 10. And Moses said vnto the Lord, O my Lord.] 
This is a form of speech, whereby he declines this great 
employment, and desires to be excused. The reason of 
which follows. 

I am not eloquent.] In the Hebrew, Am not a man. of 
words; i.e. not a good speaker, or not accustomed to 
make speeches ; or, as some take it, a man of few words, 
and therefore unfit to be sent to the Israelites, and much 
more to the king of Egypt, to whom none but. great 
orators make addresses. Clemens, in his epistle to tho 
Corinthians, makes this an argument of Moses's humility, 
and saith, he added these words (from I know not what 
author), lytb dpi drfxlc ** X" T P a G> I am a reek from a pot. • 

Neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy 
servant] This hath been always my imperfection, that I 
could not speak fluently : nor do I find that I am altered, 
since thou hast been pleased to appear to me, and give me, 
this commission. 

But I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.] Cannot 
bring forth my words readily, nor pronounce them well. 
The Jews think he had some impediment in his speech, 
so that he could not pronounce some letters or words ex- 
actly ; at least not without such difficulty, that it was long 
before he could bring them foTth. But the LXX. under- 
stand these words, slow of speech, as if he had but a weak, 
small, or slender voice ; speaking voce gracili et exili (as 
it may be translated in Latin), which made him very unfit, 
he thought, to be an ambassador. And this doth not dis- 
agree with what St. Stephen saith, that he was mighty in 
ivords, as well as deeds, (Acts vii. 22.) for the sense of 
what he spake was great and weighty, though his pro- 
nunciation was not answerable to it. Nor did his ill or 
weak pronunciation, nor his slowness in bringing forth his 
words, hinder him from being an excellent judge, and 
deciding causes from morning to night; as we read Exod. 
xviii. In the determination of which there was no need 
of oratory; but of a quick apprehension, exact judgment, 
and proper language ; which he never wanted. One would 
think, also, that by use and exercise he grew prompt in 
the delivery of his mind ; for he made several very long 
speeches to the people, and especially an incomparable 
discourse before his departure out of the world, in the 
beginning of the book of Deuteronomy. In the latter end 
of which, his song shews that he wanted no eloquent words, 
when he pleased to use them. 

Ver. 11. And the Lord said unto him, Who hath made 
man's mouth, &c] Cannot I, who formed all the organs of 
speech, and made the rest of men's senses, and when I 
please deprive them of their use, take away this impedi- 
ment of which thou complainest, and make thee to speak 
as roundly and gracefully as any man living? The author 
of tho Lifo of Moses (who makes Pharaoh to have con- 
demned Moses for killing the Egyptian, &c. see ii. 15.) 
fancies, that God puts him in mind of his deliverance at 
that time : as if he had said, Who taught thee to make thy 
defence, when thou wast arraigned before Pharaoh ? Who 
made the king dumb, that he could not urge and press thy 
execution ? AYho made the executioner deaf, that he could 
not hear the sentence when pronounced? And who made 
them all blind, that they could not see, when thou madest 
thy escape? Which is very ingeniously invented; but we 
have no assurance of the, truth of this explication. 
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Ver. 12. Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, 
and teach thee what thou shalt say.'] Excuse thyself no 
longer, but obey the commission I have given thee : and I 
will both help thy speech, and suggest to thy mind what 
thou shalt deliver. This doth not signify, as I take it, that 
-if he had without further disputing gone about his busi- 
ness, God would have given him a better elocution: but 
that he would have made his words as powerful, as if they 
had been pronounced with the greatest advantage. Or 
the meaning may be, that he should never want either 
words or thoughts, to instruct his brother Aaron, whom 
God always intended to send along with him. 

Ver. 13. And he said, O my Lord.] The same form of 
speech with that ver. 10. 

Send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt 
send.'] The Vulgar Latin having translated the word Schilo, 
(Gen. xlix. 10.) qui mittendus est, him that is to be sent, it 
hath inclined several great men to think, that Moses here 
desires God to send the Messiah. And several of the 
ancient fathers (Just. Mart. Tertull. and St. Cyprian, &c.) 
were of this mind: as many later interpreters, both of the 
Roman and of the reformed churches, have been, particu- 
larly Flaccius Illyricus (in his Clavis upon the word Mitto) 
thus explains this passage: " Manda id functionis, &c. 
commit this office to the true Messiah, or blessed Seed; 
whom thou hast resolved to send: who will discharge this 
trust far better than I can do," &c. But there have been 
and arc other very considerable persons, who think Moses 
means no more than this; Send a more proper person, one 
fitter for this employment than lam. And the truth is, such 
speeches as these in Scripture, do not denote any certain 
person or thing; but signify something indefinite, and in 
general. Examples of which wo have in 1 Sam. xxiiL 13. 
2 Sam. xv. 20. upon which phrase [vado quo vado] I go 
whither I may, the same Flaccius observes, that it denotes 
an uncertain motion. In like manner, Moses here deter- 
mines his desire to no particular person: but only wishes 
God would send any body rather than himself. And that 
he did not think of the Messiah, there is this argument: 
that he had no Teason to believe he was now born : and yet 
God's promise was to send one immediately to relieve the 
Israelites. Upon which errand also, if he had prayed God 
to send him, it would argue Moses to have been in the 
same error with the present Jews, that the Messiah was to 
be a temporal deliverer. 

Ver. 14; And the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Moses.] These words seem to import, that God was highly 
displeased with him; and consequently that he had very 
much offended him. Yet some of the fathers, particularly 
St. Jerome and St. Basil, impute his backwardness to 
serve in this employment to his great modesty, humility, 
and a deep sense of his own infirmities: of which the wisest 
and best men are far more sensible than other persons. 
And then this anger amounts to no more than such a dis- 
pleasure as a father hath at his child when he is too diffi- 
dent, notwithstanding all that he hath said and done to 
breed in him a just confidence. And therefore no punish- 
ment followed his anger (unless we think, as R. Solomon 
doth, that because of his backwardness God preferred 
Aaron's family above his, or that this was the cause he 
would not cure his imperfection of speech), but only a 
chiding : which wo may suppose went before the following 
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question, Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother ? which carries 
something of sharpness in it. And indeed this may be 
said in Moses's excuse, that the most excellent persons 
are the least forward to embrace the offers of great ad- 
vancement. According to the observation of Plato, lib. i. 
de Republ. (which I find Eusebius also hath noted out of 
him, lib. xii. Praep. Evang. cap. 9.) that no magistracy 
being designed for the profit of him that governs, but of 
those that arc governed ; I must needs conclude, saith he, 
firjSiva WiXuv Ikovtu apx^v, that no man (who is conside- 
rate, he means) will voluntarily take upon him the govern- 
ment of a people; but he must be hired to it: or he must be 
punished if he will not undertake it. For he that will use 
his power well, ov§£7ro0' iavrtj) to j3eXnorov irparru, aXXa rtj> 
apx°f*£v<e> never doth that which, is best for himself, but for 
those whom he governs. Such an one was Moses, who 
sought not his own profit or glory (as those that now seek 
for great places, by which they design a benefit to them- 
selves, and not to their neighbours), and therefore was not 
easily persuaded to accept of the high authority which was 
offered to him. 

Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother?] One would think by 
this that Aaron was now a principal person, and of most 
eminent quality in the tribe of Levi : as may be concluded 
also from his marriage with the sister of the prince of the - 
tribe of Judah, (vi. 23.) For it is but a fancy of It. Solo- 
mon's that he is therefore called the Levite, because the 
Levitical bTder should have proceeded from him, and the 
priesthood been entailed on Moses's family: but because 
of Moses's backwardness to serve God in this present em- 
ployment, he in anger quite changed his intention, and 
advanced Aaron to the priesthood. 

I know that he can speak well.] Is eloquent, and can de- 
liver his mind in fluent words. There are two things which 
complete a commander, as Pericles speaks in Thucydides; 
(Tvvetnc Kai dvvafitg IpurjvzvTtKiY wisdom and eloquence ; which 
do not often meet in one person : but God is pleased to 
distribute these gifts, as he did to these two brethren. So 
Polydamas in Homer tells Hector: God's way is not to 
give all accomplishments to one man; but some to one, 
and some to others. Iliad, xiii. ver. 730. 

'AXX' ovirtoq afia ttavra Svvtjtreai clvtoq i\(<rSrai m 
"AWy fj.lv yap tS(i)KE 0eoc irokt/ifiia tpya, &C 
v AXA<jj £' iv crrifievvt t&u vqov ivpvo-rra %zvq, &C. 

Which he expresses admirably again, Odyss. 9. v. 1G8. 
OvTd)g ov iravrtaai Stbg yapUvTa SlSuxxiv 
'AvSpamv, ovte <pvriv, ovt ap <pp£vag, ovt ayopr\TVv. 

Behold, he cometh forth to meet thee, &c] By God's di- 
rection, no doubt, who suggested to him that Moses was 
coming by his order towards Egypt : which was such com- 
fortable news to him, that when he saw him (after such a 
long separation), it could not but be a very joyful meeting. 
The fulfilling of this prediction was a new sign to Moses 
that God would he with him. 

Ver. 15. And thou shalt speak unto him, and put words 
in his mouth.] Tell him from me what he is tospcak. 

And I will be with thy mouth, and with his mouth.] Thou 
shalt have directions from me what to say to him: and I 
will enable him to speak to the people and to Pharaoh. 

And will teach you what you shall do.] Instruct you in 
all your proceedings. 
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Ver. 16. And he shall be thy spokesman to the people.] 
Acquaint them with what thou hast to deliver to them. 

And he shall be, even he to thee.'] IIo doubles the words, 
to denote that he should need no other assistance but 
Aaron : who being his brother, he might the more securely 
rely on his fidelity. 

Instead of a mouth J] To speak what (hou canst not so 
well deliver thyself. 

And thou shall be to him instead of God.] Deliver my 
mind and will to hiin. The Chaldee translates the Hebrew 
word Elohim, in this place, a prince or a judge: who hath 
the power of life and death; (see Grotius in Acts vii. 35. 
and L. de Dieu in vii. 1.) For Moses by God's order and 
appointment executed all those judgments upon Pharaoh 
which Aaron pronounced. (See Selden, lib. i. de Synedr. 
cap. ult.) If Justin Martyr did not misapprehend Diodorus 
Siculus, he saith the Jews called Moses a God. For so he 
reports Diodorus's words, (Adhort. ad Grascos, p. 10.) wapa 
TOig y lov$a(oig Mcoutxtjv rbv tcaXoitfitvov Otov: which now are 
otherways in the books of Diodorus, (edit. Steph. p. 59.) 
where, mentioning several lawgivers, that pretended to re- 
ceive their laws from God, or some good angel, he names 
Moses among the rest, nana Se roig 'IouSa/ote MwvaTjv rbv y law 
iTTiKaXovfitvov Qtbv, ivho received his from the God called 
Jao: so they pronounced that name which we call Jehovah. 

Ver. 17. And thou shalt take this rod in thy hand.] The 
rod mentioned ver. 2. which is, ver. 20. called the rod of 
God; because it was an ensign of Divine authority and 
power; by which all the wonders were wrought. 

JFIierewith thou shalt do signs.] By stretching out so 
mean a thing as this rod, at God's command, great mira- 
cles followed ; which demonstrated the power of God and 
not of man. 

Ver. 18. And Moses went and returned.] From Horeb, 
where he had all this converse with God, he returned to 
the place where his father-in-law lived. (See ver. 1.) 

To Jethro.] In the Hebrew his name is written Jether. 
And the tradition is, in Semoth Rabba, that he was once a 
gentile, and then his name was JeMer: but being proselyted 
to the true religion, there was a letter added to his name, 
as there was to Abraham's, and he was called Jethro. And 
Mr. Selden observes he is called a proselyte in the Ge- 
mara of Babylon ; and the first we find mentioned in Scrip- 
ture, (lib. ii. de Jure N. ct G. cap. 2.) 

And said unto him, Let me go, I pray thee.] He did not 
think it honest to leave his service without his consent; 
especially since he entertained him, and gave him his 
daughter, when he was a stranger to him. 

And return unto my brethren, which are in Egypt.] To 
his kindred and countrymen (who called one another 
brethren), whom he had not seen many years. 

And see whether they be yet alive.] He concealed his 
main design from Jethro; not thinking it safe, perhaps, to 
trust him (who, though a good man, was not a Hebrew) 
with his commission; or, fearing that he might discourage 
him from an undertaking, which he had already too much 
declined, but now was fully resolved upon : and therefore 
loath to be again disheartened. 

It may seem strange that Moses in so long a course of 
time as forty years, should not have heard of the state of 
his relations and friends : but it is to be considered, that, as 
he wjis afraid, perhaps, it should be known where he was, 



so intercourse with nations, though not very far distant, was 
not so easy then, as it is now-^.-days. 

And Jethro said to Moses, Go in peace.] He dismissed him 
kindly, and wished him a prosperous journey. 

Ver. 19. And the Lord said to Moses in Midian.] Some 
translate it, the Lord had said, &c. to shew the reason why 
he now desired to have leave to visit his friends in Egypt. 
However that be, it is plain, this was a distinct appearance 
of God to him from that in Horeb: for this was in Midian. 
Where God (who had set him no precise time before) en- 
joins him to be gone presently: and assures him, that there 
were none left in Egypt who designed to be revenged of 
him for the slaughter of the Egyptian. So it follows : 

For all the men are deadtvhich sought thy life.] This is 
an encouragement, which God reserved as a reward of his 
obedience : having said nothing of it during the time of his 
hesitancy and reluctance. 

Ver. 20. And Moses took his wife and his sons.] We read 
hitherto but of one son born to him: but it is plain he had 
another from xviii. 4. He carried his whole family with 
him, to let his brethren see he was so confident of their de- 
liverance, that he ventured not only himself, but his dearest 
relations in their society. 

And set them upon an ass.] One ass could not carry them 
all, with every thing necessary for their removal ; therefore 
the singular number (as is very usual) is put for the plural: 
though one ass might perhaps carry her and two children, 
one of which, if not the other, was very small (see Drusius, 
Quasstiones per Epistol. 86. and Simeon de Muis in his 
Varia Sacra): asses are vile creatures here with us, but 
they were not so in those countries: for the noblest persons 
anciently rode on them ; as appears by a great many places 
of Holy Scripture, Gen. xxii. 1. Numb. xxii. 21.. 2 Sam. 
xix. 6. and several others, which arc reckoned up by Bo- 
chart, (par. i. lib. ii. cap. 13. Hierozoic.) 

And he returned to the land of Egypt.] Set out, and 
began his journey to that country. 

And Moses took the rod of God.] So called, because God 
ordered him to carry it with him, (ver. 17.) and had ap- 
pointed it to be the instrument wherewith he should work 
wonders. 

In his hand.] As a sign of his authority. So Conr. Pelli- 
canus hath not unfitly explained it: he returned with the 
rod of God, signo apostolatus et ducatus, a sign or token 
of his embassy and government. 

Ver. 21. And the Lord said vnto 3Ioses, When thou goest 
to return into Egypt.] When thou art come thither. 

See that thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh.] The 
signs mentioned in the beginning of this chapter, with 
which he was to begin. 

Wliich I have put in thy hand.] Given thee power to do. 

But I will harden his heart, &c] The meaning is not, 
that God would harden his heart at the first, as soon as 
Moses began to work his signs : no more than that he 
wot!d, at the first, slay his first-born, as he threatens, ver. 
23. But, as at last' he intended to slay his first-born, if ho 
would not be humbled by other plagues; so in conclusion 
he resolved to harden his heart, after Pharaoh had often 
hardened it himself. There are three distinct words used * 
in this story about this matter: the first is chazak, the next 
is kashah, and the third is cavad. Which seem to signify 
a gradual increase of his obstinacy, till at last it grew very 
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grievous. For the last word (cavad) intends and increases 
the sense, whether it be in good or evil qualities. 

Ver. 22. And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh.'] In this God 
begins to fulfil his promise to Moses, that he would teach 
him what he should say, ver. 12. and 15, 16. 

TJinssaith the Lord.] This shews he came-to Pharaoh in 
the name and by the authority of God. 

Israel is my son, even my first-born.] Most dear to'me; 
and beloved above all people (as the first-born son com- 
monly is above the rest of the children), God having chosen 
and adopted them to be his peculiar people; on- whom he 
bestowed .singular privileges and blessings. Thus God 
speaks of David, Psalm lxxxix. 28. And Aben Ezra's in- 
terpretation of this phrase is not improper; that their ances- 
tors from the beginning had been worshippers of him the true 
God. 

Ver. 23. And I say tinto thee.] I command and require 
thee (so the word say here signifies). 

Let my son go, that he may serve me.] Not to keep my 
people in thy servitude any longer, but to dismiss them 
that they may worship me, as my servauts ought to- do; 

And if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay Jhy 
son, even thy first-born.] Not upon his first refusal, (see 
ver. 21.) but after a long course of other judgments, which 
would end, if he were not reformed by them, in this at last. 
With which he therefore terrifies him, that he might pre- 
vent it. 

Ver. 24. And it came to pass by the way.] To Egypt, in 
the inn where they took up their lodging at night. 

That the Lord met him.] TheSchechinah, I suppose, ap- 
peared to him, from whence an angel was dispatched, to 
do as follows. And so boththe LXX. and the Chaldee 
interpret it, The angel of the Lord; because the Lord sent 
an angel to execute what is here Telated. 

And sought to kill him.] Appeared in such a manner/ as. 
if lie intended to fall upon him (with a drawn sword, per- 
haps, as he did .to Balaam and David), which threatening 
posture could not but very much affright him, and put him 
into disorder. Others imagine he inflicted a sudden dis- 
ease upon him; or. made as if he would strangle him. 
They that interpret this of killing his child, as manydo, 
(sec Mr. Sclden, lib. i. de Synedr. cap. vi. p. 88.) seem.te 
me to have no reason on their side: there- being no men- 
tion of a child in the foregoing story, but only^of his sons. 
Therefore Chaskuni hath rightly observed that this verse ■ 
is connected with the last words of the 20th (the three fol- 
lowing coming by a parenthesis), and can refer to none but 
Moses. All the difficulty is to find, why the angel of the 
Lord should put him in fear of present death, when he, was 
going upon God's message. The resolution of which'seems 
to be contained in the following words. 

Ver, 25. Then Zipporah] His wife* presently appre- 
hended what was the cause of Moses's daughter, viz. be- 
cause her child (of whioh she is supposed to have been 
not long ago delivered) was not circumcised. And there- 
fore she immediately dispatched th&t work : her husband 
being in-such u consternation; that he could. not do it him- 
self; but (as Kimchi will have it), called to her to do it; 
or she of herself went about it> having been the cause that 
it was not done before. 

Tdok a sharp stone.] Ora sharrp knife mado of a fliht : 
for such they used ; which Justin Martyr (in his dialogue 
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with Trypho) calls ir^ivaq fiaxalpag. And so the LXX. 
and the Jews say, that such knives were commonly used in, 
this work. 

And cut the foreskin of her son.] But how came Moses 
to neglect this duty? Most say his wife was unwilling to 
it: not because she abhorred this rite, as cruel arid unna- 
tural (for she was of a race which came from Abraham, 
who first received this command of circumcising all his 
children; and she understood, it appears, how to do it 
readily, without endangering the child, which had scarce] 
been possible, if she had been a stranger to it), but because 
the Midianites, perhaps, did not circumcise so soon as the 
Israelites ; but imitated their neighbours the Ishmaelites, 
who deferred it till their children were thirteen years old, 
at which age Ishmael was circumcised; (Geni xvii. 25.) or' 
rather, because they were about to make a journey, when 
she thought it might be omitted ; till they came to be settled 
among the Israelites. And truly, this seems to have been 
a good reason, to defer circumcision beyond' the eighth 
day; motion being dangerous when the child was sore. 
But such, a man as Moses should have trusted God to take 
care of his child ; and not have been afraid of the conse- 
quence, if he had performed his duty. And because he 
followed the tender inclination of his wife, rather than a 
plain precept, (Gen. xvii. 12,13, &c.) he fell into this great 
danger. Many other accounts are given of this (for the 
truth is, the wholematter is very obscure), but I see none 
more probable, than what I have mentioned. 

And cast it at his feet.] It is uncertain at whose feet she 
cast it: whether at her husband's, or the child's, or the" 
angels. Thefirst seems most probable ; if the next words 
be spoken to Moses, as they seem to me to be. 

And said, Surely a bloody husband art thou tome.] If 
the foregoing interpretation be true; these are not the words 
of an angry woman ; but spoken with great affection: sig- 
nifying that she had espoused him again ; having saved his 
life by the blood of her son. Our famous Mr. Mede, in- 
deed, (Discourse xiv.) carries the sense quite another way : 
because a husband, he saith, is never called chatan after * 
the marriage solemnity was over. Which, if it be true, 
makes nothing against what I have said ; because she 
looked upon herself as a second time espoused (or married) 
to him by this act, which had restored him to her, when his 
life was in danger. It must be granted that the word cha- 
tan doth not signify only a spouse, but sometimes a son-in- 
law : but why Zipporah should call her own child by this 
name, I do not see. Yet so Mr. Mede understands it; and 
adds, that the rabbins tell us it was the custom of the 
Hebrew women to call their children, when they were cir- 
cumcised, by the name of chatan (i. e. spouse), as if they 
were now espoused unto God. And, indeed, Aben Ezra 
saith so : but I cannot find that this was an ancient notion * 
among therm If it were, his interpretation might be the 
more easily embraced, which is this: that these were a so- 
lemn fornr of words used at circumcision ; signifying as 
much, as I pronounce thee to be a member of the church by 
circumcision. Thus Val. Schindlcr also expounds it, (in his 
Lexic. Pentaglot. p. G77.) a child was called chatan upon 
the day of his circumcision, " because then he was first • 
joined to the people of God, and as it were espoused unto 
God." And he thinks the Targum countenances this sense, 
when it thus expounds th^e words, "by this blood of cir- 
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cumcision a spouse is given to us." Which may as well be 
understood of Moses being given to her, as of the child : for 
he was, as I said, restored to her and to his family, upon the 
circumcision of the child: so it follows in the next verse. 
They that have mind to see (he sense of an eminent writer of 
our church concerning this passage, may consult Hooker's 
Ecclesiastical Polity, book v. in the latter end of the sixty- 
second section, where he thus far agrees with me, that these 
words were spoken a out of the flowing of abundance of 
commiseration and love," with her hands laid under his feet. 
For so ho thinks these words, she cast it at Ms feet, import. 

Ver. 26. So he let him go.] i. e. The angel no longer 
threatened Moses with death: but his wife, to her great 
joy, saw him restored to her in safety. From which in 
aftertimes sprang the (pak\o<p6pot, which were so famous 
among the Greeks and Egyptians, in the feasts of Bacchus 
and Osiris; whose stories Huetius hath lately shewn were 
framed out of this of Moses. From whence also, as he pro- 
bably conjectures, they used remedies for diseases, informa 
fascini, which they hung, as amulets, about their children's 
necks, (Demonstrat. Evang. propos. iv. cap. iv. n. 3.) ■ 

Then she said, or, when she said, A bloody husband thou 
art, &c] L e. As soon as Zipporah had circumcised the 
child, and thrown the foreskin at her husband's feet, and 
said these w r ords, Moses was delivered from his danger. 
Or (according to our translation), as soon as her husband 
was safe, she repeated the foregoing words, saying, I have 
redeemed thy life, by circumcising thy son. They that make 
these words to have been spoken in a rage, because she 
was forced to do what she did, suppose her to have had 
little kindness for her husband ; and as littlo regard to cir- 
cumcision. I should Tather translate the words, so she let 
him go ; L e. let Moses go to Egypt ; and went back her- 
self to her father ; only repeating these words before she 
went, Remember me, how I have saved thy [life, and made 
thee my husband again (when death was at hand) by the 
blood of thy son, whom I have circumcised. There is only 
this exception to it, that the Hebrew word for let him go 
is of the masculine gender; which is of no great weight, 
because it is usual in this language wiien they speak of 
females, (as I observed on i. 21.) and it is certain she re- 
turned to her father; but whether in this manner nobody 
can certainly determine. For we are not told any where, 
upon what occasion she went back to Jethro (unless it be 
here insinuated), as we find she did, (xviii. 2.) together 
with her children. But it is very probable, that she fear- 
ing some other danger, into which she and her children 
might fall by the way, or in Egypt, might desire Moses to 
send her home again, till he had finished the work he went 
about: unto which he consented. 

Vcr. 27. And the Lord said nnto Aaron.] In Egypt, I 
suppose, he received this order from God: but wc do not 
know how; whether by an apparition of the Divinb Ma- 
jesty to him, or in a dream, or otherways. 

Go into the wilderness to meet Moses.~} The wilderness 
was a wide place; therefore he directed him, no doubt, 
into what part he should go. 

And he went and met him in the mount of God.] He went 
almost to Midian; that he might have the. more time to 
hear what Moses's commission was, before they came to 

Egypt 



Lord, &c] Mentioned iii. G. 8., &c. and in this chapter, 
14— 1G, &c. 

And all the signs, &c] See ver. 2, 3, &c. which he told 
him to confirm his belief, that God had spoken those words 
to him. 

Vcr. 29. And Moses and Aaron went.] Came into Egypt. 

And gathered together all the elders of the children of 
Israel.] The chief persons in every tribe, who bore a great 
sway among them. (See iii. 16.) 

Ver. 30. And Aaron spake all the words which the Lord 
had spoken uirfo Moses.] According to what God had pro- 
mised, (ver. 15, 1G.) 

And did the signs.] The signs are done by Moses, as tho 
words were spoken by Aaron, (vcr. 17.) 

In the sight of all the people.] Who. came along with the 
elders. 

Ver. 31. And the people believed.] All the rest of the 
people also (to whom the elders reported what they had 
heard and seen) believed that God had sent Moses to bo 
their deliverer. 

And when they heard that the Lord had visited, &c] See 
iii. 7. 16,17. 

Then they bowed their heads and worshipped.] Most 
humbly acknowledged the goodness of God, and his faith- 
fulness to his word. 



CHAP. V. 

Ver. 1. jCjLND afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and 
told Pharaoh.] When they had convinced the elders of 
Israel of their commission, they desired audience of Pha- 
raoh. Which having obtained, they wentto court; taking 
some of the elders along with them, to attend them. Which 
is not a mere conjecture, from the decencyof the thing, that 
they should not go alone on such a solemn embassy; butso 
they were commanded to do, Exod. iii. 18. and it will ap- 
pear from ver, 3. of this chapter, that so they did. 

I have observed before, (iii. 10.) that this Pharaoh is 
commonly thought to be him called Cenchres. 

Thus saitli the Lord God of Israel, Let my people go, 
&c] These words contain only the substance of w T hat they 
said : which was delivered, we may well suppose, in a 
longer oration. Wherein they declared they had received 
a commission from their God, the Lord of heaven and 
earth, to make this address to him. 

In all nations there were some persons, who, pretending 
to greater familiarity with their gods than other men, were 
highly reverenced, both by their own countrymen and by 
strangers. And therefore it is no wonder Pharaoh offered 
no violence to them, when they came to make this demand ; 
because their persons were held sacred; as those of am- 
bassadors now are, who come from one prince to another. 
This is a better account than that winch some of the Jews 
(in Schalschalah-Hakkabalah) give of it; who say, that 
wiien they came into Pharaoh's presence, they appeared 
in such majesty as daunted him : being like the angels of 
the ministry; and raised to a taller stature than they had 
before; and having a splendour in their countenances like 
that of the sun, 8cc. In which they seem to imitate the 
story of St. Stephen, whose face shined like that of an 
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TJiat they may hold a feast unto me in the wilderness.] 
In order to which, it was necessary they should offer sacri- 
fice, (ver. 3.) which they could not do in Egypt : and there- 
fore desired to go into the wilderness ; where they might 
•use their own rites and ceremonies of religion, without 
offence to the Egyptians. Every word hath its weight in 
it : for a feast denotes an extraordinary service ; and to 
me signifies such peculiar rites of worship, as should be 
prescribed and instituted by the Lord, in whose name they 
spake : for which the wilderness was most proper, because 
there was no concourse of people likely to be in that place 
to disturb them in their solemnity. 

Ver. 2. And Pharaoh said, Who is the Lord? &c] These 
are not atheistical words ; for he owned such gods as the 
Egyptians worshipped: but slighted that God whom Moses 
called Jehovah ; to whom he saith, he owed no obedience, 
because he did not know who they meant by him. He 
speaks also with too much scorn ; his pride and passion 
not suffering him to ask seriously who Jehovah was. 

I knotv not the Lord, &c] Nor did he desire to know; 
being so transported with anger that he would not examine 
their commission ; but only resolved he would not obey it 

Ver. 3. And they said, The God of the Hebrews.] They 
gave him no other account (since he was so haughty and 
huffing), but that they came in the name of him, whom they 
and their ancestors had for many generations worshipped. 
Whom they had at first called (ver. 1.) the Lord God of 
Israel: T6v rrjc okov/ilvrjc ActnnJrr/v, as Artapanus in Euse- 
bius expounds it, the Lord and Governor of the Universe. 

Hath met with us.] Appeared to us, and given us this 
commission, when we thought of no such thing. For they 
would not have him think that they sought this embassy; 
but were put upon it by the Divine authority, which they 
durst not disobey. 

Let us go, we pray thee, three days' journey into the 
desert.] These are the very words in which God com- 
manded Moses to deliver his message, (iii. 18.) And as 
their desire was moderate (to go but three days' journey), 
so it was very modestly delivered; by humble entreaty; 
and with such a reason as they thought might move him to 
grant their request. 

And sacrifice unto the Lord our God.] That he may be 
propitious to us. 

Lest he fall upon us with the pestilence, or tvitli the sword.] 
Send a plague among us (for. our neglect of him), or some 
foreign enemy to infest us, and cut us off. Whereby Pha- 
raoh (they secretly suggest) would lose the benefit of their 
labours, more than by their going for a little time into the 
wilderness. (See viii. 27.) 

It is observable, that they neither wrought any miracle, 
nor threatened any punishment to Pharaoh, at their first 
application to him; but only told him the danger they 
themselves were in, if they did not obey their God: which 
was a very submissive way of treating with him. Artapanus, 
indeed, (in Euseb. Prscp. Evang. lib. ix. cap. 27. and in 
Clem. Alex. lib. i. Strom.) tells us of several miraculous 
things which Moses did at this audience; whereby Pharaoh 
and his servants were astonished and frighted from doing: 
them any hurt; nay, he asked Moses the name of his God, 
which he whispered in Pharaoh's ear. But he had all this 
out of some such fabulous author as him I mentioned 
above, (ver. 1.) and I mention him only to shew that the 



heathen had the knowledge of this history, and report it as 
a truth : though with some mixture of human invention. 

Ver. 4. Wlierefore do ye, Moses and Aaron, let the people 
from their works?] Instead of answering their reasons, he 
tells them, That he looked upon them two as disturbers of 
the peace of the kingdom, and hinderers of his business. 

Get you unto your burdens.] This seems to be spoken 
unto the elders, which they had brought along with them. 

Ver. 5. Behold, the people of the land now are many.] 
They are very numerous, notwithstanding all their labours; 
to what will they grow, if they have nothing to do? Or, as 
some expound it, they will think of nothing but sedition, 
now they are so numerous, if they be suffered to cease from 
their burdens. Cajetan hence gathers, that the law for throw- 
ing their infants into the river was abolished as infamous; 
or he could not get it put in execution. 

And you make them rest from their burdens.] Which was 
the course he took to make them less numerous. Perhaps 
this was the sabbath-day ; on which they had been wont to 
rest, when they had their liberty. 

Ver. G. And Pharaoh commanded the same day the task- 
masters of the people, and their officers.] The task-masters 
were the chief exactors of their labours, being Egyptians, 
who had officers under them to execute their orders, and to 
give an account how they were obeyed: and it appears 
from ver. 14, 15, &e. that they were Israelites. 

Ver. 7. Ye shall no more give the people straw to make 
brick, as heretofore, &c] Instead of casing them, he in- 
creased their burdens, and made them intolerable. What 
the use of straw was in making bricks is variously conjec- 
tured. Some think it was mixed with the clay, to make 
the bricks more solid. Others, that they only heated their 
kilns with it, to burn the bricks. Others (who think they 
were not baked in a kiln) imagine it served only to cover 
them ; that they might not be cracked by the violent heat 
of the sun, wherein they were baked. For so Vitruvius tells 
us, that the best bricks were made in the spring and in the 
autumn, ut uno tenore siccescant, that they might dry by an 
equal heat: they that were made at the solstice being sud- 
denly crusted over by the sun, and left too moist within, 
(lib. ii. de Architect, cap. 3.) - 

Ver. 8. And the tale of the bricks, tvhich they did make 
heretofore, yon shall lay upon them, &c] It appears from 
ver. 13, 14. that there was a certain quantity exacted from 
them every day. 

For they be idle, and therefore they cry, saying, Let n$ go 
and sacrifice to our God.] They have not work enough to 
employ their thoughts; which makes their mind wander 
after other things. 

Ver. 9. Let there more tvork be laid upon the men.] Or, 
make it heavy xipon them (as it is in the margin). 

Tliat they may labour therein.] Have no time to think of 
any thing else. 

And let them not regard vain tvords.] So he calls the mes- 
sage of Moses and Aaron; who, he pretends, w T ere mere de- 
ceivers, and fed their hope with lies (for so it is in the He- 
brew, tvords of falsehood, or lying words), or, at least, he 
resolved their words should not prove true; for he would 
not let the people go. 

Ver. 10. *Thus saith Pharaoh, I will not give you straw.] 
The task-masters with their officers proclaimed the king's 
order, that every body might take notice of it. 
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Vcr. 11. Go, get you straw where yon can find it, &c] 
A heavy sentence ; importing, that whether they could find 
any or no, no abatement would be made of the number of 
bricks that was expected from them. This was to drive 
them to desperation, by demanding things impossible. 
And added (as Conradus Pellicanus observes) to the bur- 
dens on their bodies, very sore anguish of mind. For it 
tempted them to doubt of tho goodness of their God, who 
they thought had sent a deliverer to them, (iv. 31.) by 
whom they were now reduced into a more miserable con- 
dition. 

Ver. 12. So the people were scattered abroad, throughout 
all the land of Egypt, &c.] Some part'of them were forced 
to go and pick up straw, or, for want of it, stubble (and 
'sometimes travel a great way for it), while the rest were 
working in the brick-kilns without their help, which they 
were wont to have : whereby they were disabled from 
making so many bricks as formerly they had done. 

Vcr. 13. And the task-masters hasted them, &c.] Quick- 
ened them in their work ; when they saw they were likely to 
fall short of their wonted task. 

Vcr. 14. And officers of the children of Israel, &c] By 
this it appears (as I said vcr. G.) that these officers 
were Israelites. And from this place Bonavent. Bertram 
concludes, (lib. de Rep. Hcbr. cap. iv.) that there was a 
civil government among the Israelites all the time they 
were in Egypt: and that these schoterim (as they arc called 
in Hebrew) w r erc men of the greatcstnotc among the ciders; 
who executed all their decrees; and consequently of high 
authority among the people. For which reason Pharaoh's 
task-masters chose them, to oversee and direct the labours 
of their brethren. But Mr. Seldcn (lib. i. de Synedr. cap. 
15.) hath made it appear, that there was no such judica- 
ture among them at this time; and when there was, this 
was the name of those who executed the sentence of the 
judges; being like to our apparitors, and such-like under 
officers. (See p. 621, &c.) 

Were beaten.] "With sticks; or scourged with rods. 

Wlierefore have ye not fulfilled your task, both yesterday, 
Sec] They punished the officers, as if they had been negli- 
gent in not pressing the people to their duty. Yet it seems 
they forbore them one day, to see if they would mend their 
fault the next. 

Ver. 15. Then the officers of the children of Israel came 
and cried unto Pharaoh, saying, &c] They had some hope 
this oppression might proceed from the task-masters, and 
not from the king himself: and therefore thoy represented 
their case to him, and petitioned for relief. It is said, in- 
deed, (vcr. 6.) that Pharaoh laid this command both upon 
the task-masters and their officers : but it is not unlikely 
that he gave it immediately only to the task-masters, who 
were his own ministers, and by them to the officers. 

Vcr. 16. TJiy servants are beaten, but the fault is in thine 
own people.] This shews that they thought such inhuman 
usage was the effect of the task-masters' cruelty. 

Ver. 17. But he said, Ye are idle, ye are idle, &c] He 
soon made them understand it was by his decree, and not 
his servants 5 pleasure, that they were thus used. And 
which was worse, they saw he was fixed in his resolution ; 
being void of all pity; and mocking at their complaints. 
For nothing could be more sarcastical, than to tell them 
they were idle when they sunk under their burdens. 



Ver.18. Go therefore now, and work, &c] Do not spend 
your timo in making complaint $ to mc; but return imme- 
diately to your labours, and continue atthein till my com- 
mands be executed : and expect no mitigation. 

Vcr. 19. And the officers did see that they were in evil 
case, &c] By this answer they found themselves reduced 
to such straits, that now they despaired of all relief; the 
king himself being set against them. 

Ver. 20. And they met Moses and Aaron, who stood in the 
way, as they came forth from Pharaoh.] They had placed 
themselves there on purpose, to hear what success the 
officers had in their petition. 

Vcr. 21. And they said, Tlie Lord look upon you and 
judge.] This seems to be an imprecation: or, at least, the 
officers bid Moses and Aaron expect that God would take 
them to task (as we speak) for bringing his people into so 
bad a case. 

Ye have made our savour to be abhorred in the eyes, &c] 
Made us odious; as this phrase signifies, Gen. xxxiv. 30. 

To put a sword into their hand to slay ?«.] Who may 
tako an occasion from hence, and make this a pretence for 
the destroying our whole nation. 

Ver. 22. And Moses returned unto the Lord.] This plainly 
intimates, that the Lord had appeared to Moses since he 
came to Egypt: as he did £t Mount Horcb: and that he 
appeared in some settled place, where he might upon all 
occasions resort to him. 

And said, Lord, wherefore hast thou so evil- entreated this 
people? &c] It was to no purpose to answer the officers 
who expostulated with him ; for they were too much exas- 
perated, and thereby prejudiced against any thing he could 
say. And therefore he chose rather to represent to God 
the complaints they had made to hinK that he might be 
directed what satisfaction to give them. For he w r as not 
able of himself to give an account, why the Lord should 
suffer their condition to grow worse rather than better, 
since he delivered his message to Pharaoh: no, nor why 
.he should send him on an embassy which was not at all 
regarded. 

Vcr. 23. For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in thy name, 
he hath done evil to this people; neither hast thou delivered 
thy people at all.] He might have remembered that God 
told him more than once, that Pharaoh would not obey him 
at first, (iii. 19. iv. 21.) But the bitter reflections which the 
officers of the children of Israel made upon his conduct, 
had so disturbed his mind, that he forgot himself so far as 
to ask the indecent questions mentioned in the foregoing 
verse, and complains here that God had done nothing to 
fulfil his promise of deliverance to his people. 



CHAP. VI. 

Vcr. 1. JjlND the Lord said unto Moses.] The Schechinah, 
I suppose, appeared to him (sec vcr. 12.) as it had done 
often before, since he was first sent upon this business, 
(iv. 22.) and graciously condescended to satisfy his two 
complaints, in the latter end of the foregoing chapter. 
Where he complainsj first of all, that he had sent him 
about a fruitless message: for, secondly, he had not at all 
delivered his people. To the last of these he answers in 
the first place, here in this verse; where he tells him, 
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Now thou shall see what I will do to Pharaoh.] That is, 
be patient and wait awhile ; and thou shalt see Pharaoh 
compelled to dismiss my people. 

For with a strong hand shall he let them go, &c] I will 
so terribly scourge him, that he shall not only let them go, 
■but thrust them out of Egypt; and be glad to be rid of 
them. 

• Ver. 2. And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I 
am the Lord.] He also answers here to his first question 
[Why hast thou sent me?] by telling him, I am Jehovah; 
and have sent thee to make known this great name, that is, 
myself; who am constant to my word, and will faithfully 
perform all my promises. 

Ver. 3. And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and 
unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty.] Or, God all- 
sufficient, as the word El-shaddai may be interpreted, (see 
Gen. xvii.l.) God infinite in power and goodness : of which 
he gave their fathers abundant proofs by delivering them 
in many and great straits. 

But by my name Jehovah was I not knovmjto them.] This 
name of four letters, as the Jews speak, is by the ancients 
called the ineffable name: for they would never pronounce 
it. Not because they could not, as Drusius well observes, 
(lib. i. Observat. cap. 1.) "Sed quod religionc et £uXa/3ffy 
quadam ab eo efierendo abstincrent," but because out of a 
religious reverence they abstai?ied from it. And this respect 
to it all the ancient interpreters observe, even St. Jerome 
himself: though in several of the ancient fathers (as Ire- 
nneus, Clem. Alcxandrinus, Epiphanius, and Theodorct), 
and in some of the ancient heathens (as Macrobius and 
Diodorus Siculus), it is expressed by Jaho, and 'law as the 
Greeks write it. Which name (however it be pronounced), 
some of the Jews imagine, was concealed till Moses's 
time ; who was the first to whom it was revealed. But this 
is evidently false, as appears from the whole book of 
Genesis; and particularly from xv. 7. where (before ^he 
calls himself El-sltaddai) he saith to Abraham, " I am Je- 
hovah which brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees." In 
short, the opinion of Rcuchlinus (in his Verb. Mirificum) 
is far more justifiable; which is, that it was revealed to 
our first parents, at the same time that God breathed into 
them the breath of life. For as soon as Eve brought forth 
her first-born, she saith, " I have got a man from the Lord," 
(Gen. iv. 1.) which name descended in a perpetual succes- 
sion from Seth to Abraham: who when he went by God's 
direction out of his own country into Canaan, the Lord ap- 
peared to him there, and there he bnilt an altar to the Lord, 
(Gen. xii. 7,8.) And it is to be noted, that he doth not say 
to Moses in this place, my name Jehovah was not hww?t to 
tliem; but I was not known to them by this name. That is, 
by that which it imports ; viz. the giving being (as we may 
say) to his promises by the actual performance of them : 
t. e. by bringing them into the land of Canaan; and, in 
order to it, delivering them out of Egypt. Both which he 
had promised in the forenamed chapter, (Gen. xv. 14. 18.) 
and now intended to make good. And thus Ti. Solomon 
interprets this place, as P. Fagius notes; J have promised, 
but have not yet performed. 

The like expression we find in the prophet Isaiah, as 
Theodoric Hackspan hath observed (Disput. de Nomini- 
bus Divinis, n. 15.) Isa. lii. 5, 6. where the Lord saith, 
" My name is blasphemed every day continually : there- 



fore my people shall know my name; therefore they shall 
know in that day that I am he that doth speak; behold, 
it is I." 

Which cannot signify that the Jews did not then know 
that this was one of the names of God ; but that all who 
blasphemed him should be confuted by sensible proofs 
which he would give, of his own unchangeable resolution 
to fulfil his promises, in bringing them out of Babylon; 
which fully demonstrated that he was Jehovah. 

Which word, some think, includes in it, not only his 
eternal existence and immutable truth, but his omnipo- 
tent power, which gave being to all things. The last of 
which was now made known, so as it had never been to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; for Moses was the first that 
wrought miracles and prodigies: God was known to the 
fathers, by visions and dreams ; but not by signs and won- 
ders. Moses made him known by these unto the world. 
And therefore upon the whole Mairaonides well concludes 
from this place, that the prophetical spirit on Moses was 
more excellent than that which had been upon any before 
him. (More Nev. par. ii. cap. 35.) 

Ver. 4. And I also, &c] The Hebrew word vegam may 
be better translated although. Which makes a clear con- 
nexion of this verse with the former; and explains the 
meaning of the name Jehovah. By which he was not 
known in former times, although he had made a covenant 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them the land 
of Canaan; and often ratified, confirmed (and established 
as he here speaks), this covenant, (Gen. xvii. 7, 8. xxvi. 
3, 4, &c.) But now he not only declares himself mindful 
of that covenant, (ver. 5.) but, because he was the Lord, 
(ver G.) would deliver them from the Egyptian bondage, 
and that with a miraculous power. Which should make 
them know more of him than their fathers did, (ver. 7.) 
both by his delivering them out of Egypt, and by bringing 
them into the land which he swore he would give to their 
fathers, (ver. 8.) 

This is the sense of these five verses. • 

The land of their pilgrimage, &c] So it is often called, 
when he speaks to Abraham, (Gen. xvii. 8.) and so Isaac 
calls it, (xxviii.4.) and Jacob also, (xxxvii. 1.) And so 
it might be called, not only with respect to Abraham; 
Isaac, and Jacob, but also to their posterity : because of 
the near union that is between fathers and children. Thus 
God is said to have given to these three patriarchs (as 
the famous primate Usher observes) the land of Canaan 
for an inheritance, (Psal. cv. 11.) which was not fulfilled 
to them, but to their posterity. And as the possession of 
posterity is attributed to the fathers, so, upon the same 
ground, he thinks, the peregrination of the fathers is attri- 
buted here to the children, (Chronol. Sacra, cap. viii.) 

Ver. 5. And I have also.] This verse also begins with the 
same particle vegam ; and must be translated although, if 
the former interpretation be right. Or else those words [by 
my name Jehovah was I not known to them] must come in 
by a parenthesis : and both these verses be connected with 
what goes before, appeared unto Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, to whom he so ap- 
peared, as to make a covenant with them, which he per- 
fectly remembered, and having taken notice to what con- 
dition they were reduced, was now come to deliver them. 
. Ver. 6. Say unto the children of Israel, I am the Lord.] 
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Tell them, I will now shew that I am what (his name ^im- 
ports, (vcr. 2.) 

And I will bring them from tinder the burdens of the 
Egyptians.] The heavy oppressions under which you 
groan, (ver. 5.) 

And I tvill rid you of their bondage.'] They were mere 
slaves, and lay also under such insupportable loads, as 
made it impossible for them to deliver themselves: but it 
was to be the sole work of God. 

And I will redeem you with a stretched-out arm.] This 
word redeem implies their servitude; from which lie re- 
scued them by a power superior to Pharaoh's, or any 
power on earth, as appears by the following story. 

And tvith great judgments.] When God first promised 
this deliverance, which Moses was about to effect, he told 
Abraham, " I will judge that nation," which oppressed 
.them, (Gen. xv. 14.) That is, punish them (which is one 
.office of a judge) according to their deserviugs. This now 
he intended to perform (and thereby shew himself to be 
Jehovah), and that in a most terrible manner; by inflicting 
not only very grievous, but many plagues upon them. For 
Greg. Nyssen observes, that all (he elements, the earth, 
the water, the fire, and the air, were all moved against the 
Egyptians, 6l6v nc arpaToc vTroxztpioc, as an obedient army, 
(lib. de Vita Mosis, p. 173.) Thus judgments, and to judge, 
are used in many places for punishing; (l y m\. ix. 17. Prov. 
xix. 29. SChroii. xx. 12.) 

Ver. 7. And I will take yon to me for a people.] By the 
right of redemption beforementioned. 

And I will be to you a God.'} He was so before ; but now 
after a peculiar manner. 

And ye shall know that I am the Lord your God, &c] 
By seeing my promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
fulfilled. 

Ver. 8. And I tvill bring you unto the land, concerning 
which I did swear to give it, &c] Two things were pro- 
mised to Abraham in that vision mentioned Gen. xv. First, 
he would deliver his seed from this nation which oppressed 
them, (ver. 14.) And, secondly, that he would bring them 
into the land of Canaan, (ver. 16.) Both these he now de- 
clares should be fulfilled (the former in the foregoing verse, 
and the latter in this), and thereby they should be con- 
vinced that he was indeed Jehovah, true and constant to 
his word. * 

I am the Lord.] He concludes as he began: having said 
this twice before, (ver. 2. 6.) 

Vcr. 9. And Moses spake so unto the children of Israel.] 
He delivered this message, as he was commanded : which, 
one would Have expected, should have raised their droop- ■ 
ing spirits. But quite contrary. 

They hearkened not unto Moses.] They did not believe, 
or receive what he said, (so Maimon. More Nev. par. i. 
cap. 45.) or it made no impression upon them. The reason 
follows, 

For anguish of spirit.] In the Hebrew, because of short- 
ness of breath. They were so extremely oppressed, that 
they could scarce fetch their breath, as we speak, Or, had 
no heart so much as to think of deliverance, much less hope 
for it; but sunk unto their burdens. 

And for cruel bondage.] Common slaves, though they 
cannot deliver themselves, rejoice to hear the good news 
that they arc likely to be delivered by those who have 



power and will to do it. But in this slavery they were 
used so cruelly, that they wen* quite dejected and incapa- 
ble of any comfort. So the LXX. translate the foregoing 
words (for anguish of spirit), 1% oXiyo^vxiac, out of faint- 
heartedness: they being quite dispirited. 

Ver. 10. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] It is 
likely that Moses, finding the Israelites so Tegardless of 
what he said, went to the usual place, where he was wont 
to have recourse to the Divine Majesty, (sec vcr. 22.) to re- 
ceive new directions what to do. 

Ver. 11. Go in, speak unto Pharaoh, king of Egypt, &c] 
The Lord bids him go again to Pharaoh, and renew the de- 
mand he made before, (ver. 1.) 

Vcr. 32. And Moses spake before the Lord.] This phrase, 
Upline Jehovah, before the Lord, plainly denotes that God 
appeared to him in a visible majesty, as I observed above, 
ver. 1. and see xi.4. 

Behold, the children of Israel have not hearkened to me, 
how then shall Pharaoh hear me?] Their fairit-hcartedness 
disheartened Moses also, and made him unwilling to re- 
new his address to Pharaoh. And there seems to be good 
reason in what he says ; if the children of Israel, whose in- 
terest it was to give ear to him, did not believe him, what 
hope was there that Pharaoh should comply against his in- 
terest ? 

Who am of uncircumcised lips.] This reason he had 
alleged before, and was fully answered, (iv. 10, 11, &c.) 
and therefore ought not to have been repeated now. For 
his being of uncircumcised lips signifies no more than that 
he was an ill speaker, and wanted eloquence : it being the 
manner of, the Hebrews to call those parts uncircumcised, 
which are inept to the use for which they were designed, 
and cannot do their office. Thus Jeremy saith of the Jews, 
that their " ear was uncircumcised f and adds the expli- 
cation, " they cannot hearken," (Jer. vi. 10.) In like man- 
ner uncircumcised lips, are lips that cannot utter words ; as 
" uncircumcised in heart/' (Jer. ix. 26.) are such as can- 
not understand. St. Stephen puts both together, " uncir- 
cumcised in heart and cars," (Acts vii. 51.) Perhaps 
Moses thought it some disparagement to him, that he was 
not able himself to deliver his mind in a handsome manner 
to Pharaoh; and therefore mentions this again, to move 
the Divine Majesty to circumcise his lips (as they spake), 
that is, remove this impediment. 

Ver. 13. And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Aaron.] 
Here is no express answer made to his objection, but it 
seems to be included in God's speaking to Moses and 
to Aaron ; whereas before lie had spoken only to Moses, 
(ver. 1. 10.) And it is likely Moses was admonished, that 
the Lord having given him Aaron to supply his defect ? he * 
ought to be satisfied therewith; and go with him, and re- 
new his address, both to the children of Israel, and also to 
Pharaoh. So these words have respect to both parts of 
the foregoing objection. 

And gave them a charge unto the children of Israel] He 
laid his commands upon them, strictly requiring them to 
obey him. Which is a higher expression than we meet 
with before in the foregoing injunctions, (either in ver. 6. 
or 11.) and makes me think this verso is not a mere recapi- 
tulation of what had been said, as some take it; but an en- 
forcement of what he had before commanded. 

And unto Pharaoh, king of Egypt, to bring the children 
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of Israel out of the land of Egypt'] I suppose he now gave 
"them authority to threaten him, if he did not obey. 

Ver. 14. TJiese are the heads of their fathers 9 houses.'] 
The principal persons of the several families of Israel. 

The sons of Reuben, the first-born, &c] See Gen. xlvi. 
9. where the sons of Renben arc reckoned up in this very 
order; in which they are here mentioned again, to intro- 
duce the genealogy <ff Moses and Aaron. Who being 
chosen by God to be the deliverers of his people, it was 
fit to shew that they were of the same stock, though not of 
the eldest family, of the children of Israel. To whom God 
promised, when he went down into Egypt, that he would 
surely bring him vp again, (Gen. xlvi. 4.) that is, in his 
posterity: which would not have been so manifestly the 
work of God, if they that were the instruments of it had not 
been of his posterity. 

Ver. 15. The sons of Simeon, &c] They arc mentioned 
for the same reason, and in the same order that they were 
in Gen. xlvi. 10. 

Ver. 1G. These are the names of the sons of Levi, &c.] 
Having briefly set down the heads of the two eldest fami- 
lies of Israel, he enlarges now upon the third, from wfiich 
he himself was descended. 

Gershon, Kohath, and MerarL] These three are men- 
tioned also in Gen. xlvi. 11. as coming with Jacob into • 

Egypt- 

And the years of the life of Levi were a hundred thirty 
and seven years.] He is thought to have lived the longest 
of all the sons of Jacob: none of whose ages are recorded 
in Scripture* but only his and Joseph's; whom Levi sur- 
vived twenty-seven years, though he was much the elder 
brother. Kohath, also, the second son of Levi, attained 
near to the same age with himself, (ver. 18.) And his grand-- 
son, Moses's father, lived just so long as Levi did, (ver. 20.) 
Next to Levi, the longest liver of all Jacob's sons was. 
Naphthali, if we may believe the tradition in R.Bechai,who 
saith he lived to the age of a hundred thirty and three 
years ; which was the age of Kohath. 

Ver. 17. The sons of Gershon, Libni, and Shimi, &c] 
These were born in Egypt, from whom descended two fa- 
milies mentioned afterwards, (Numb, in, 18. 21.) 

Ver. 18. The sons of Kohath, Amrarn, &c] He had the 
most numerous offspring of all Levi's sons, (Numb.iii. 28.) 
from the eldest of which Moses came. 

And the years of the life of Kohath were a hundred thirty 
and three years, &c] He sets down the age of none but 
only of Levi his greatgrandfather, and Kohath his grand- 
father, and of Amram his father. And primate Usher makes 
account that Kohath was thirty years old when Jacob came 
into Egypt, and live there a hundred and three years; 
and died thirty-two years before Moses was born. (See 
Chronolog. Sacra, cap. 11.) 

Ver. 19. The sons ofMerari, Mehali.] From this Mchali, 
it is thought, sprung the famous singer Heman, who com- 
posed the 88th Psalm, (1 Chron. vi. 33.) 

And Mushi.] From whom descended Ethan, who com- 
posed the 89th Psalm, (1 Chron. vi. 44.) . 

Ver. 20. And Amram took him Jochabed his father's 
sister to wife.] It must be acknowledged that the Hebrew 
word dod signifies an uncle; and therefore some would 
have the word dodah, in this place, to signify only his 
uncle's daughter. So the Vulgar and the LXX. translate 



it. But Moses tells us so expressly that she was " born 
to Levi in Egypt," (Numb. xxvi. 59.) that it unavoidably 
follows she was sister to Ainram's father. "Which the fore- 
named great primate maintains (cap. 8. of the same book)'" 
against Scaliger and Peirerius, who would have Jochabed 
called Levi's daughter, only as Ephraim and Manasseh arc 
called Jacob's sons. Which would make a very easy sense ' 
(as I observed, ii. 1.) if it would consist with those words 
in Numb, xxvii 59. "whom her mother (for that must be 
understood) bare to Levi ;" which shew she was his daugh- 
ter. And thus R. Solomon understood it; and so did 
Tostatus and Cajetan, and divers others, whom our Usher 
there mentions. And sec our most learned Sclden, (lib. v. 
de Jure N. ct G. cap. ix. p. 584.) Which shews how sincere 
a writer Moses was, who doth not stick to relate what might 
be thought in after-agfes (when the law against such mar- 
riages was enacted), a blot to his family. And it is observ- 
able, that he doth not say one syllable in commendation of 
his parents ; though their faith deserved the greatest praise^ 
as the apostle to the Hebrews shews, (xi. 23.) But Moses 
(as Jac. CapellnJ'truly observes, ad A. M. 2481.) did not 
write for his own glory, but for the service of God and of 
his church. 

And she bare hint Aaron and Moses.] This shews, that 
God exactly fulfilled his promise of delivering the Israelites 
out of servitude in the fourth generation (Gen. xv. 16. i. e. 
the fourth from their descent into Egypt), for Moses was 
the fourth from Levi; being his great grandson. 

And the years of the life of Amram were a hundred 
and thirty and seven years.] The very same age with his 
grandfather Levi, (ver. 16.) 

Ver. 21. And the sons of Izhar, Korah, &c] He gives 
an account of his uncle's sons, but saith not one word here 
of his own. Who were not to succeed him in his place and * 
dignity, nor to be advanced to anyx)ther office. Such was 
his humility and generous love to his country, that he only 
sought the good of that; but nothing for his own family. 

Ver. 22. And the sons of Uzziel, &c] This was another 
of his uncles ; whose posterity he mentions, that it might 
be seen how God blessed the tribe of Levi : notwithstand- > 
ing the sin he had committed at Schechem, and the pu- 
nishment his father denounced against him for it, (Gen., 
xlix.) He saith nothing of Hebron, another of his father's 
brothers ; because, perhaps, he died childless ; or his child- 
ren had no issue. 

Ver. 23. And Aaron took him Elisheba, daughter of 
Aminadab, sister of Naashon, to wife.] Though he says 
nothing here of himself, yet he relates particularly what 
concerned Aaron; who, he shews, was matched into an 
honourable family, with a sister of a prince of the tribe of 
Judah, chief commander of their host when they were eoinc ' 
out of Egypt, (Numb. i. 7. ii. »3.) The knowledge of this, * 
he thought, might breed in posterity a greater reverence 
to the priesthood; which was settled in the family of* 
Aaron. 

And she bore him Nadab and Abihu.] These twx> pe- 
rished in the very first sacrifice which their father offered ; * 
because they did not take fire from the altar, but offered * 
with strange fire, (Lev. x. 1, 2;) 

Eleazar.] Who succeeded his father in the priesthood, 
(Numb. xx:25, &c.) and assisted Joshua in the division- 
of the land of Canaan, (Josh. xiv. 1- xix, 51- xxi. 1.) From 
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liim sprung Zadok and the following high-priests, till the 
destruction of Jerusalem, (1 Chron. yi. 4. &c.) 

And Ithamar.] From whom came Eli, and Abimelech, 
and Abiathar (in the time of David), iu whom this family 
was extinct. 

Ver. 24. And the sons of Korah, &c] Though he him- 
self perished in his rebellion against Moses, who was his 
cousin-german, yet his family remained (Numb. xxyi. 58.) 
and were famous in tho days of David; being often men- 
tioned in tho Book of Psalms. 

Ver. 25. And Eleazar took one of the daughters ofPu- 
iiel to wife.'] Who this Putiel was, is not certain. Dr. 
Lightfoot thinks he w r as an Egyptian convert, whose daugh- 
ter Eleazar married. But I see no good ground for this 
opinion, but rather think it more likely Eleazar would 
marry one of the race of Abraham ; being son to the high- 
priest. He was married, indeed, before his father, was pro- 
moted to that dignity ; yet Aaron was so great a man in 
his own tribe, (see iv. 14.) and married into so honourable 
a family in Israel, (ver. 23.) that it is not probable ho 
would suffer his son to match with an Egyptian proselyte. 

Tliese are the heads of the fathers of the Levites, &c.] 
The great persons, from whom sprung the principal fami- 
lies among the Levites. Ho saith nothing of the other 
tribes; because his intention was only to derive his own 
pedigree and his brother Aaron's from Israel. 

Ver. 2G. These are that Moses and Aaron, to whom the 
Lord said, Bring out the children of Israel ',- &c] These are 
the two persons, to whom God gave commission to be the 
deliverers of their nation out of the Egyptian bondage. He 
had mentioned, just before their genealogy, the charge 
God gave them, both to the children of Israel and to Pha- 
raoh, (ver. 13.) And now he goes on to shew that they were 
the men, who were peculiarly chosen by God to discharge 
that office; first, by going to tho children of Israel, which 
he mentions here ; and then to Pharaoh, which he mentions 
in the next verse. 

Bring out the children of Israel from the land of Egypt.] 
Assure them of their deliverance, notwithstanding the pres- 
sures under which they groan. - 

According to their armies.] Not by a. disorderly flight; 
but c.very family in such good order as an army keeps, 
(Exod. xii. 41. 51 . xiii. 18.) 

Ver ; 27. These are they that spake to Pharaoh, &c] 
Who carried the message from God to Pharaoh, requiring 
him to let Israel go out of Egypt, (v. 1, 2, &c. vi. 13.) . 

Tliese are that Moses and Aaron.] He repeats it again, 
that all generations might mark who were, the men that. 
God employed, in this great and hazardous wort of. de- 
manding the liberty of the children of Israel from Pharaoh's 
servitude ; and effecting it in such manner, as is afterward 
related in this book. 

There have been critical wits, who made this an argument, 
that Moses was not the author of these books ; because it 
is not likely, they imagine, he would write thus of himself. 
But nobody but these critics can see an absurdity in it, 
that he and his brother, being the instruments in .God's hand 
of effecting such wonderful things, should not let. posterity 
be ignorant of it; but tako care not only to record it; but 
to set a special note upon it,, that none might rob them of 
the honour God bestowed on them ; and-Hq (by whose div 
Tection this was written) might have the glory of working 
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such mighty things, by such inept instruments, as Moses 
often acknowledges himself o have been. Nor is this 
more than Ezra, Nehemiah, and Daniel say concerning 
themselves : and St. John may as well be denied to be the 
author of the gospel which bears his name, because he 
saith, " This is the disciple that testifieth these things," 
&c. (xxi. 24;) And besides this, the history of succeeding, 
ages shews us the necessity of this, which Moses hath said 
of himself. For if he had not told us what his progeny 
w r as, we see by what we read in Justin and Corn. Tacitus, 
and such-like authors, what false accounts we should have 
of him : for Justin, from Trogus Pompeius, makes him (as 
I observed before) the son of Joseph. Nay, the Jewish 
writers have been so fabulous, that we shQuld have learnt 
as little truth from them, if Moses had not told it us him- 
self. 

Ver. 28. And it came to pas$„ on the day ivhen the Lord 
spake unto Moses, &c] Having finished the account he 
thought fit to give of himself and of his brother, whom- 
God was pleased to employ in this great embassy, he re- 
sumes the relation of it, which he broke off at the end of 
ver. 13. 

Ver. 29. That the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, I am 
the Lord, &c.] This and tho next verse seem to be a ue- 
capitulation of what God said in his last appearances to 
him (ver. 2. 10, &c.) and of his desire to be excused from 
the employment on which he was sent; urged by two ar- 
guments, ver. 12, 13. where they are related something 
more largely than they are here, in the last verse of this 
chapter. In which he mentions them again; that there 
might be a clearer connexion, with what God further added 
for his encouragement, when he gave him the forenamed 
charge, (ver. 13.) to deliver a new message to Pharaoh. 

Ver. 30. And Moses said before the Lord.] We read the, 
very same, (ver. 12.) which makes me think r this is not a 
new objection; but merely a recital of what he had ob- 
jected there. See what I have said on the foregoing verse. » 

Behold, I am ofuncircumcisedlips, &c.] See. ver. 12. 



CHAP. VII. 

Ver. 1. Jx.ND the Lord said unto Moses.] He received new 
orders from the Schechinah, of Divine, Majesty; before, 
whom he stood, (vi. 12. 30.) 

See.] Mark what I say, in answer tp all thy objections. 

I have made thee a god Ho Pharaoh.'] Therefore,.. why 
shouldest thou fear to appear before him, who is but a 
man? Moses is not called absolutely a god; but only a pod 
unto Pharaoh: which denotes that he had only the authority 
and power of God over him ; or rather, he was God's am*.; 
bassador to speak to him in his name; with a power ready 
to execute all that he desired for the humbling ,of Pharaoh, 
and punishing his disobedience to his message. 

And Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet.] Let there-, 
fore the uncircumcision of thy lips he no longer an objec- 
tion: for he shall interpret.thy mind, as prophets declare 
the mind of God. 

Some slight wits have from this place also drawn an ar- 
gument, that this book was not written by Moses; but by . 
some other author long after his time. Because tho word 
nabi, they fancy, was not now in use to signify a prophet: 



CHAP. VII.] 



UPON EXODUS. 



185 



as appears, say they, from 1 Sam. ix. 9. where it is said, 
" He that is now called (nabi) a prophet, was before time 
called (roeh) a seer" Which seems* to signify that the 
word nabi (which Moses here uses for a prophet) was but 
newly come into use, in -Samuel's days. But this is very 
far from Samuel's meaning : whose plain sense is this, 
that he who foretold things to come, or discovered secrets, 
was anciently called a seer, not a prophet. Which signified 
heretofore only an interpreter of the Divine will : but now 
they began, in Samuel's days, to apply the word nabi (or 
prophet) to those who could reveal any secret, or foresee 
things future. Which had not been the use of the word 
formerly: but it signified, as I said, one that was familiar 
with God, and knew his mind, and delivered it to others : 
as I observed upon Gen. xx. 7. where God himself calls 
Abraham a prophet; as he here calls Aaron. And what 
holy writer would dare to alter the word which God him- 
self used ? Which is far more proper also to this purpose 
than either roeh or choseh (which these men fancy were the 
words in use in Moses's time, not nabi), for they do not an- 
swer the intention of God in this speech concerning Aaron. 
Who was not to see, and divine, or to receive revelations 
from God, but to be a mouth to Moses; to utter what God 
revealed to him, not to Aaron. Which is the original sig- 
nification of the word nabi: there being no derivation of it 
so natural that I can find as that of R. Solomon's, from 
the word nub, which signifies to utter, or to bring forth, 
(Prov. x. 31.) 

Ver. 2. Thou shalt speak alt that I command thee, &c] 
This explains the latter end of the former verse: that 
Moses should deliver God's mind to Aaron; and Aaron 
should deliver it to Pharaoh: requiring him from God to 
dismiss the children of Israel out of his country. 

Ver. 3. And I will harden Pharaoh's heart.'] Or, but I 
will harden, &c. which Avenarius translates, I will permit 
his heart to be hardened. Though there is no need of it : 
for God here only foretels what Pharaoh would force him 
to do, (see iv. 21.) after several signs and wonders had been 
wrought to move him to obedience. For he was so stupid, 
and hardened his heart so often, (viii. 15. 32.) that in con- 
clusion God hardened him, by withdrawing all good mo- 
tions from him. And therefore, the first time that Jehovah 
is said to harden his heart, there is a special remembrance 
of this, that the Lord had foretold it, (ix. 12.) 

And multiply my signs and my wonders, &c] The first 
plagues that were inflicted on him proving ineffectual ; it 
was necessary to send more and greater, that, if it had been 
possible, his heart might have been mollified. 

Ver. 4. But Pharaoh will not hearken unto you.} Or ra- 
ther, and Pharaoh shall not hearken to your demands. For 
this was the effect of his hardening. 

That I may lay my hand upon Egypt.] Smite all their 
first-born: upon which immediately followed their march 
out of Egypt. 

And bring forth mine armies, &c] All the tribes of the 
children of Israel : which were so multiplied, that every 
one of them singly made an army. (See vi. 26.) 

By great judgments.] That is, grievous plagues ; which 
he inflicted on them, one after another. And thereby made 
good his word, that Moses should be a god to Pharaoh, 
(ver. 1.) that is, a judge, as the word Etohim sometimes 
signifies. (See vi. 0.) 

vol. I. 



Ver. 5. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord.] 
Be convinced, or made sensible thatnone can withstand me. 

Wlien I stretch forth my hand against Egypt, &c] This 
was most especially fulfilled, when he smote their first- 
born, which made them look upon themselves as lost men, 
if they continued disobedient, (xii. 33.) 

Ver. 6. And Moses and Aaron did as the Lord com- 
manded them, so did they.] He repeats what he saith of 
theirobedience to God's commands, because, from this time 
forward, they no longer disputed, nor made any objection; 
but roundly went about their business. 

Ver. 7. And Moses tvas fourscore years old, &e.] The 
Israelites were under a heavy persecution when Moses 
was born; and God exercised their patience (it appears 
by this) a very long time, that their deliverance might be 
for ever remembered with the greater thankfulness and obe- 
dience. Such grave persons as these were fittest to be 
employed as God's commissioners in" this affair: for they 
could not well be thought to be hot-headed men, who 
thrust themselves forward into this embassy without a 
warrant. So some of the Jews very judiciously have ob- 
served, that God made choice of aged men to work all his 
miracles before Pharaoh, and to receive his revelations, 
because they were not apt to invent, nor to be under the 
power of fancy, at those years. See Sepher Cosri, lib. i. 
sect. 83. where Buxtorf notes, that Aben Ezra observes 
upon this place, that none besides Moses and Aaron ever 
prophesied in their old age ; because they were more excel- 
lent than all the prophets. 

Ver. 8. And the Lord spake nnto Moses and Aaron, say- 
ing.] When they were about to renew their addresses to 
Pharaoh, God was pleased again to appear, and give them 
his directions in their proceedings. 

Ver. 9. When Pharaoh shall speak unto you, saying, 
Shew a miracle for you.] It was likely that Pharaoh would, 
when he was not in a passion, ask, how shall I know that 
you come from God with this message to me ? give me 
some proof of your authority: and such a proof as can 
be done by none, but by the power of God. And therefore 
God directs Moses what to do in this case. 

Say unto Aaron, Take thy rod.] The same rod is some-' 
times called the rod of God, (iv. 20.) sometimes Moses's 
rod, and sometimes Aaron's: as we find it in many places, 
ver. 10, 19. of this chapter; and viii. 5. 19, &c. Because 
God wrought all the following miracles by this rod ; which 
sometimes Moses and sometimes Aaron held in their hand. 
But commonly Moses delivered it unto Aaron, as an agent 
under him, to stretch it out for the effecting of wonders. 
For he tells Pharaoh, in this very chapter, that with the 
rod which was in his hand he would smite the waters, &e. 
(ver. 17.) And immediately the Lord bade him " say unto 
Aaron, Take thy rod, and stretch out thy hand upon the 
waters of Egypt," (ver. 19.) By which it appears he had 
delivered the rod unto Aaron. For a rod being the ensign 
of authority, prophets were wont to carry one in their hand, 
in token of their office. And so did the Egyptian magi- 
cians also, who had every one their rod ready to throw 
down, (ver. 12.) And Mercury, whom the Egyptians 
counted a prophet (and thence called him Anubis), was re- 
presented with a wand in his hand. 

And cast it before Pharaoh,] As God had before directed 
Moses, (iv. 3. 21.) 

2B 
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Ver. 10. And Moses and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh, 
and did so as the Lord commanded them.] At their first ad- 
dress to Pharaoh they only delivered their message ; but 
did nothing to confirm it, (ver. 1, &c.) Nor were they 
commanded now to work any miracle, unless Pharaoh de- 
manded one. Which it is likely he did; this second ad- 
dress to him moving him to ask, how shall I know that 
you come from God? 

And Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh and before 
his servants.] The great men of the court, who are always 
supposed to be present where the king was; though not 
mentioned in the foregoing verse. 

And it became a serpent.] Sec iv. 3. where we read that 
Moses himself, when this change was first made, fled from 
before it; the sight of it was so terrible. And therefore 
it is highly probable, that Pharaoh and his servants were 
no less startled at the first appearance of it. Artapanus 
relates several other miracles besides this, in Eusebius's 
Prsepar. Evang. p. 434, 435. and 441. which I mention to 
shew that the fame of Moses's miracles was spread among 
the heathen, who were so far from disbelieving them, that 
they gave credit to other false reports, which some ill, 
people had mingled with them. 

Ver. 11. Then Pharaoh also called the wise men.] When, 
he had recovered the fright in which we may well suppose 
him to have been, he sent some of his servants to call in 
those who he thought could copo with Moses and Aaron 
in wonderful works. 

Wise men.] This word is sometimes used in a good 
sense : and therefore to shew they were such as we now 
call canning men, he joins another word to it, which is 
never taken in a good sense, viz. 

Sorcerers.] Which most take to be such as we call jug- 
glers ; who cast mists, as we speak, before men's eyes ; and 
make things appear otherwise than they really are. For 
the Hebrew word cischeph (from whence comes macasche- 
phim, which we translate sorcerers), signifies to delude the 
sight with false appearances. Sir John Marsham puts 
these two words together, and (by the figure of iv &a Svoiv) 
translates them, accersivit peritissimos 'artis magica, he 
called the most skilful persons in the magical art, Chron. 
Can. Secul. ix. 

Now the magicians, of Egypt.] This is a third word, 
which seems to be of worse import than the two former. 
Some translate it necromancers: but it being a foreign 
word, we cannot determine its particular meaning : though, 
in general, no doubt it signifies men, that by evil arts per- 
formed amazing things : such as Simon Magus and Ely- 
mas in aftcrtimes. Sec Gen. xli. 8. and Bochart in his 
Hicrozoicon, (par. ii. lib. iv. cap. 18.) where he hath a large 
discourse about the' meaning of this word chartumim: 
which, after all that others have said about it, he thinks 
comes frqm the word retan: which in Arabic and Chal- 
dec signifies to murmur, as magicians were wont to do in 
their incantations. Sd Hartun is properly iTraotSog, an en- 
chanter. And the name of "Aprtftig (the same with Hecate), 
he thinks alludes to it; whom magicians were wont fre- 
quently to invoke. 

The names of the principal magicians at this time among 
the Egyptians were Janncs and Jambrcs, as not only St. 
Paul, (2 Tim. iii. 8.) but several, both Jewish, Greek, and 
Roman writers tell us. I will mention but one, the author 



of Schalsch-Hakkabalah, who calls them by these names; 
and saith, that in our language we would call them Johan- 
nes and Ambrosius. The reader may find a great many 
more, if he please, in primate Usher's Annals, ad A. M. 
2513. and in Bochart's Ilierozoic. (par. i. lib. ii. cap. 53. 
p. 045.) Artapanus, in Eusebius, calls them hpug iirlp Mfa 
$iv, priests at Memphis^ whom Pharaoh sent for to oppose 
Moses. 

The original of which sort of men spems to have been 
this ; that God being pleaded to admit the holy patriarchs 
to familiar colloquies \yith him, the devil endeavoured to 
imitate him; that he might keep men in his obedience, by 
pretending discoveries of secret things to them. And when 
God was pleased to work miracles for the confirmation of 
the truth, the devil directed these men, who were familiar 
with him, how to invoke his help, for the performance of 
strange things, which confirmed them in their errors. 

They also did in like manner with their enchantments.] If 
the Hebrew word come from lahat, which signifies aflame, 
(sec Gpn. iii. 24.) it seems to denote such sorcerers as 
dazzled men's eyes, and then imposed on them by shows 
and appearances of things, which had no real being. But 
it may be derived from lahat, which, signifies hidden and 
secret; and then 'denotes those that used secret ivhispers 
or murmurs, as enchanters did (as Bochartus in this place 
now mentioned interprets it), or such as had secret fami- 
liarity with demons.; as it is expounded, in the Gemara 
Sanhedrin, (cap. vii. n. 10.) where there are many exam- 
ples of the former sort of enchantments, by the deception 
of the sight. For instance, B. Asche relates that he saw a 
magician blow his nose, and bring, pieces of cloth out of 
it. And R. Chajah saw one cut a camel in pieces with his 
sword, and then set it together again : which was nothing, 
saith he, but the delusion of the eye. Several other stories 
are-told of the same nature. 

Ver. 12. For they cast down every man his rod.] They 
were sent for to confront Moses, and therefore attempted 
to do the very same thing that he had done. For they took 
him for a mere magician, like themselves ; and it was a 
common thing, in ancient times, for such kind of men to 
contend one with another. And their great study was (as 
Gaulmyn hath observed in his Notes upon, the Life and 
Death of Moses, written by a Jew, p. 241, &c.) to find out 
the genius that attended their opposer; whom they strove 
to gain to their side ; or to terrify him by a greater and 
more powerful angel. And they only were insuperable 
who had a deity to their genius; as Porphyry, saith Plo- 
tinus, had. Who contending with Olympius an Egyptian, 
when his genius was called, ug ahro^tav, to appear visibly ; 
there came a god and not a demon. Which made the 
Egyptian cry out, MaK&piog tig $wv ?x wv r ° v ^difxova, he is 
happy who hath a God for his genius, as I suppose it should 
be interpreted. And thus the Jewish author of the Life 
and Death of Mosc^ fancies, that these magicians, who 
resisted Moses, turned over all their books to find out the 
name of that deity, by which he did wonders, so ipuch su- . 
pernor to theirs, &c. 

And they became serpents.] Not real serpents, but seem- 
ing, as Joscphus understood it, and several Christian writ- 
ers; particularly Sedulius, (lib. iv. carm.) 

: ■ *' imagine ficta, 

Visibus humanis magicas tribucrc figuras." 
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I omit other ancient authors, who suppose that as spirits 
can assume bodies like to men, so they can as easily, out 
of the same air, make the appearance of a serpent; just as 
Circe is said in Homer to have changed Ulysses's compa- 
nions into hogs. But there are those who take these to 
have been real serpents, brought hither by the power of the 
devil : who withdrew their rods, and put these (which he 
suddenly transported from'some other place) in their room. 
Which, if it be true, it makes the power that wrought 
by Moses the more wonderful ; whose serpent devoured 
them all. 

But Aaron's rod siuallowed up their rods.'] The serpent, 
into which Aaron's rod was turned, moved towards them, 
and eat them up. Which was, as I said, the more asto- 
nishing, if they were real serpents of the same bigness (as 
we may well suppose they would endeavour to bring) with 
that of Moses. However their serpents (whatsoever they 
were) could not stand before his; but were swallowed 
up, while his still remained. This might have convinced 
Pharaoh, if his magicians had not made him believe, that 
they would in time find a power superior to Moses. The 
Jews also imagine Pharaoh himself was a magician ; and 
helped to get out of Moses the secret whereby he wrought 
these wonders. Which were the greater, because Moses, 
no doubt, in conclusion, took this serpent by the tail (as 
God had commanded him, iv. 4.) and it became a rod in 
his hand again. Whereas the Egyptian sorcerers had no 
rods remaining to take up ; they being vanished with their 
serpents. Greg. Nyssen. (L. de Vita Mosis, p. 173.) takes 
the devouring of their rods to have been a plain argu- 
ment, on ovdefxiav afxvvriKrjv o3re £omd]v rwa Svvafxiv c?x ov °* 
twv yo/jrwv pafiSot, 7r\ijv tov cf'^tiiiotoq, &c. that the rods, i. e. 
serpents of the magicians, had no vital power in them able 
to defend themselves; but were mere delusions, without 
any real virtue. And here I cannot but take notice of a 
remarkable passage in Numenius, a Pythagorean philo- 
sopher, recorded by Eusebius, (lib. ix. Praepar. Evang. 
cap. 8.) where he tells us, that Numenius (in this third book 
irzin ayaSov) expressly saith, c< That Jannes and Jambres 
were, Alyv7TTioi hpoypafxfiaTs'ig, inferior to none in magical 
skill ; and therefore chosen, by the common consent of the 
Egyptians, to oppose Musaeus (as the heathens call Moses), 
the leader of the Jews : of whom he gives this noble cha- 
racter, that he was a man most powerful tvith God in prayer, 
avSpl yzvofxlvip 0eu> tv%aaQai dwarwrar^." AYhich is a plain 
confession, that he took Moses' to be, as he is called in 
these books, a man of God: and may serve to shame those 
.who either believe not this history, or think Moses to have 
been only a great magician. 

Ver. 13. And he hardened Pharaoh's heart: or rather, 
Pharaoh's heart was hardened.] For so w r e translate this 
very Hebrew phrase, (ver. 22.) and I can give no account 
why we translate it otherwise here. Especially since the 
Vulgar and the Chaldee so render it, and the LXX. also in 
this verse, KaTiaxyaev v icapdla $apa&>, Pharaoh's heart grew 
stiff; or, waxed strong and stubborn; and ver. 22. laickr)- 
pwSri ?} Kap&a tyapau), Ids heart was hardened. And it is 
plainly the like form of speech with that in the next verse, 
(14.) where God himself interprets his own meaning, Pha- 
raoh's heart, fiipapy\rat, is heavy, and will not stir. Nor is 
there, in any of these three verses, the least mention of any 
person by whom his heart was hardened. 



That he hearkened not unto them, as the Lord had said.] 
It is likely, upon the first sight of the serpent, his heart 
was inclined to hearken; but seeing the magicians do the 
same, it returned to its first bent ; and there fixed, notwith- 
standing Moses's rod devoured theirs. This God had pre- 
dicted, (iii. 19.) knowing his wicked disposition would not 
yield to any means he should think fit to use for his reform- 
ation. 

Ver. 14. And the Lord said unto Moses, &c] It is likely 
Moses, after he had been with Pharaoh and wrought this 
miracle, returned to the place where the Divine Majesty 
was wont to appear unto him, (vi. 12. 30.) and gave him an 
account of what had passed. Whereupon the Lord told 
him, he saw Pharaoh was resolved in his way; and there- 
fore it would be to no purpose to wait to sec what would 
be the effect of the late miracle: but bid him go the next 
morning, and carry a threatening message to him. 

Pharaoh's heart is hardened, he refuseth to let the people 
go.] It is observable that he doth not say, I have hardened 
Pharaoh's heart, (and therefore there should have been no 
such intimation in our translation of ver* 13.) but Pha- 
raoh's heart is hardened. Which can imply no other hard- 
ening than what proceeded from his own settled resolu- 
tion, not to lole the service of the Israelites. 

Ver. 15. Get thee unto Pharaoh in the morning.] Of the 
very next day, after he had wrought the foregoing miracle : 
and now begins the first of the ten plagues which God sent 
upon the Egyptians, for disobeying his ambassadors. 
Whose treaty with Pharaoh, as Jacobus Capellus (ad 
A. M. 2502.) thinks, continued about eleven months; from 
the end of harvest (which he makes account was in our 
May) to the beginning of the next year: which is the opi- 
nion of the Hebrew doctors. But our excellent primate 
Usher thinks, that all the following plagues were inflicted 
within the space of one month ; in such order of time, as 
I shall observe in the beginning of each of them. And 
Bochartus gives good reason for it in his Hierozoic. (par. 
ii. lib. iv. cap. 8.) For we are told here (ver. 7.) that 
Moses was fourscore years old when he began to treat 
with Pharaoh : and in Josh. v. 6. that they " walked forty 
years in the wilderness." Now, if he had spent a year in 
inflicting these plagues, Moses, who died just as they were 
entering into Canaan, must have been a hundred and one- 
and-twenty years old : whereas he was but a " hundred 
and twenty," as we read Deut. xxxiv. 5. Nor was it suit- 
able to the Divine goodness to be so long in delivering his 
people, who were reduced to extreme misery. It was but 
just, also, that God should follow Pharaoh, whose heart 
was so obstinately hard, with one plague upon the neck of 
another ; and give him no time to breathe, after one was 
removed, before another came upon him. 

Lo, he goeth out nnto the water.] God, who knows all' 
things, foresaw his motion beforehand ; and speaks as if 
he then, saw him actually going out of his palace to the 
river : either to walk there for recreation, or to worship 
the river Nile. For as Bochart (whose words these are) 
observes out of Plutarch, ovdlv oiirw rifii] AlyvTrrioig wg 6 
NctXoc, Nothing was had in such honour among the Egyp- 
tians as the river Nile. If it was so in Moses's days, it is 
not unlikely that he went to pay his morning devotions to 
it. Or, if he were a magician, as the Hebrews fancy, he 
might be skilled in that which they call vSpofxavrtfa. Fof 
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so, he observes, they say in the Talmud: and make this 
the reason of Pharaoh's going to the river. Which Jona- 
than follows iii his paraphrase, "Behold, he goeih out to 
observe divinations upon the tvater, as a magician ," Hiero- 
zoic. (par. ii. lib. iv. cap. 15.) 

And thou shalt stand by the river's brink against he come.'] 
Perhaps Pharaoh (as the same Bochart observes) had for- 
bid him to conic anymore to the court: and so God directs 
him to, take this occasion to meet with him. . f 

And the rod which was turned into a serpent, shalt thou 
take in thine hand.] ,To give him the greater authority, and 
to put Pharaoh in fear at the sight of that rod, which had 
lately swallowed lip all the yo>;™« £vAa (as Greg. Nyssen 
calls them), magical staves which encountered him. 

Ver. 16. And thou shalt sag, The Lord God of the Hebrews 
hath sent me unto thee, saying.] See vcr. 3. To which add, 
that it is plain by this whole story, that all the messages 
delivered by Moses, and all the answers which Pharaoh 
returned, were true and formal treaties of a solemn embas- 
sage (as Dr. Jackson speaks), upon which Moses was sent 
to the king of Egypt, from the Lord God of the Hebrews; 
that is, their king (as he was become in a peculiar manner), 
tmder whoin Moses acted as his deputy or viceroy. 

Let my people go, that they may serve me, &c] The mer- 
ciful kindness of God to a hardened sinner is here very 
Tcraarkablc in renewing his message, and giving him 
warning of what would come upon him, if he did not yield. 
Whereas he might in justice have inflicted it, without any 
notice of his intentions. He sets before him also his sin 
and his danger, in being hitherto disobedient; and behold, 
hitherto thou woiddest not hear: i. e. " thou hast provoked 
the Divine Majesty, by disregarding several messages I 
have brought to thee from him." . 

Vcr. 17. Thus saith the Lord.] Attend to this new mes- 
sage I bring to thec in his name. 

In this thou shalt know that I am the Lord.] He had 
asked in a contemptuous way, Wl\o is the Lord? and said 
after a supercilious manner, I know him not, (ver. 2.) nor 
indeed cared to know him ; but slighted him and his mes- 
sengers ; as the word know not sometimes signifies, being 
as much as not to regard. Therefore now he bids Moses 
tell him, He would make him know that he was the omni- 
potent Lord of the world; by the change of the wafers of 
the river (which PhaTaoh perhaps adored) into blood. 

Behold, I will smite with the rod, that is in mine hand.] 
God and Moses are represented in this history as one per- 
son (according to what he had said ver. 1. of this chapter), 
and therefore it was the same thing to say, the Lord (whose 
words Moses had begun to recite) will smite; or, to say, 
J will smite: (sec vcr. 1G.) It is to be observed, also, that 
Aaron smote the river, (vcr. 19.) but it being by Moses's 
direction and order, it was counted his act : so that lie 
might say, I will smile, &c 

The waters of the river, and they shall be turned into 
blood.] This plague was the more remarkable, because, as 
Thcodorcthcrc observes, they having drowned the Hebrew 
children in this river, God now punishes them for it, by 
giving them bloody water to drink, (Wisd. xii. 7, 8.) And 
if they had the same notions then, that the Egyptians had 
in future times, the plague was the more terrible, because 
it fell on that* which they thought had some divinity in it, 
and (as- the same Theodorct observes) was honoured as a 



God; because it made plenty when it overflowed its 
banks. 

The Hebrew doctors add another reason for this punish- 
ment: because the Egyptians had hindered them from their 
wonted baptisms (as the author of the Life and Death of 
Moses speaks), that is, saith Gaulmyn, from purifying 
themselves in the river by bathing, after they had lain in of 
their children: which, in the scarcity of water in that coun- 
try, could no where be done but in the river. 

Vcr. 18. And the fish that is in the river shall die, &c] 
Here are three grievous effects of this plague : it deprived 
them of their most delicious food, for so their fish were, 
(Numb. xi. 5.) And took away the pleasure they had of 
washing by the river's side, because it stank (both by the 
death of the fish, and the corruption of the blood, through 
the heat of the sun), by which means the water was made 
unfit for their drink. 

Vcr. 11). And the Lord spake unto Moses.] After he had 
been with Pharaoh, and delivered this message to him. 

Say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and stretch out thy hand.] 
This warning being despised by Pharaoh, who would not 
relent;* God requires them actually to do as he had 
threatened. And now Moses had delivered his rod to 
Aaron, that he might by his authority execute this judg- 
ment. 

Upon the tvaters of Egypt.] These arc general words* 
comprehending all the particulars following. 

Upon their streams.] There were seven branches into 
which the river Nile was divided before it fell into the sea; 
which seem to be here understood : being called, (Isa. xi. 
15.) the seven streams, or rivers of Egypt. 

Upon their rivers.] There were several cuts made by art, 
out of every stream, to draw the water into their grounds : 
which seem to be here meant by rivers. 

And upon their ponds.] These were digged to hold rain 
water, when it fell ; as it did sometimes : and near the river 
also they digged wells, it is likely, which may be here in- 
tended. 

And upon all pools of water.] There were, here and there, 
other collections of water : particularly in their gardens, 
derived by pipes from the river, into cisterns. 

In vessels oftvood, or of stone.] Wherein water was kept 
in private houses, for their present use. 

Ver. 20. And Moses and Aaron did so, as the Lord com- 
manded, &c] This first plague our primate Usher makes 
account was inflicted about the eighteenth day of the sixth 
month: which in the next year, and ever after, became the 
twelfth month. Artapanus tells this story otherwise; but 
it is evident he had heard of it among the gentiles : and 
Ezckiel the tragedian relates it all right; together with 
the following miracle: (sec Euscb. Prccpar. Evang. lib.'ix. 
cap. xxix. p. 442.) Nor is there any thing more frequent in 
the Roman story (as Huetius observes, lib. ii. Alnct. Quces- 
tion. cap. xii. n. 12.) than relations of rivers of blood flow- 
ing out of the earth; pits full of blood, showers of blood,* 
and waters of rivers changed into blood, &c. 

And he lift up the rod, and smote the tvaters that were in 
the river, &c] Here is mention only of smiting the water in 
the river. And it is likcly,[that only the waters of the river 
were turned into blood (as it here follows) at the first lift- 
ing up of his rod; and then all the rest of the waters men- 
tioned in the precedent verse. 
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Ver. 21. And the fish that was in the river died, &c] All 
the effects of this plague which were threatened, ver*18. (see 
there). immediately following. The first of which was the 
death of the fish; which perished in such great numbers 
that the river stank, &c. 

And there icas blood throughout all the land of Egypt J] 
The waters were in all plaees turned into blood, except 
perhaps the land of Goshen: which is not comprehended 
under the land of Egypt. 

Ver. 22. And the magicians of Egypt did so with their 
enchantments J] See ver. 11. In some of the pools or lakes 
of water they made an appearance of the like change; 
which made Pharaoh think his God was as powerful as 
the God of the Hebrews. The land of Goshen, as I said, 
might possibly be free from this plague ; as it was certainly 
from several of the rest; (viii. -23. ix. 4, &c.) and some 
fancy the magicians had water from thence, to shew their 
power upon it. But I cannot think it probable that they 
made Pharaoh stay so long: and one -may as well say they 
had it out of the sea, or out of the pits that the people digged, 
(ver. 24.) as Aben Ezra conjectures, and Justin. Martyr, 
Qua?st. et Hesp. xxvu ad Orthodox, But there is no need 
of any of these conjectures, if it be granted (as the history 
leads us to conclude) that Moses did not in a moment 
change all the waters of the country, but only those of the 
river (as I said on ver. 20.) and afterwards, by degrees, all 
the rest; when the magicians had tried their art upon some 
of them. Which Moses also turned into real blood; so 
that neither they, nor any body else, was ablo to drink of 
them. 

And Pharaoh's heart teas hardened.'] The veiy same 
words in the. Hebrew, which we had before, (ver. 13.) where 
they should have been translated (I there observed) as they 
are here; and also in viii. 19. 

Neither did he hearken unto them, as the Lord had said.] 
See iii. 19. This was more apt to move his heart than the. 
former miracle, because it continued longer, (ver. 25.) and 
the magicians could not by all their spells, or skill in sor- 
cery, remove this plague in all that time. See next verse. 

Ver. 23. And Pharaoh turned, and went unto his house.] 
It seems that upou this refusal to hearken unto Moses's 
monition (ver. 15, 1G, &c.) God sent this plague that very 
morning before he got home to dinner. So that there was 
not time to fetch water from distant places : but the ma- 
gicians exercise their enchantments upon some ponds, 
which were not as yet turned by Moses into blood. 

Neither set he his heart to this also.] Here is the reason 
why his heart was not moved by this miracle. He did not 
seriously consider what Moses had done, and examine the 
difference between the effect of this power and that of the 
magicians. Which was the cause that his heart teas har- 
dened (as we Tead before) as all men's are, who will 
think of nothing; but only to have their own humour 
satisfied. 

Ver. 24. And all the Egyptians digged round about the 
river for water to drink, &c] The whole country was 
forced to try to get water to quench their thirst, by this great 
labour. How it succeeded we are not told ; but it is likely 
they found clear water, by percolation through the earth. 
For Moses smote only the pits that were then in being, 
when Aaron stretched out his rod: which had ho effect 
upon those which were digged afterwards. Why they did 



not fetch it from Goshen, if there was any clear water 
there (as we cannot but think there was, for the use of the 
Israelites), is not easy to determine. Their pride, perhaps, 
would not suffer them, till they had tried other ways to 
supply their wants. 

Ver. 25. And seven days were fulfilled, after that the 
Lord had smitten the river.] The rod of Moses could' effect 
nothing without the Lord; by whose power this change 
was made in the waters. Which lasted seven days before 
this plague' was removed. By which means they were 
convinced that all the waters were really corrupted: and 
they felt the heavy effects of it in a grievous stench, and 
perpetual labour in digging pits all about the river. Whe- 
ther Pharaoh at last begged to have this plague removed, 
or no, we are not told. It is likely he was so obstinate 
that he would not stoop to ask this favour of them : which 
might be the reason it lasted so long ; "to see whether he 
would be moved to humble himself so far. To which 
when he would not yield, God took it away to make room 
for another stroke: or, as some think, it continued together 
with the plague of frogs, and were both removed upon his 
petition. 

It is a weak conjecture of the Hebrew doctors,- from 
these words, that all the ten plagues lasted seven days 
a-piece; which is plainly contrary to the story. 



CHAP. VIII. 

Ver. 1. J±ND the Lord spake unto Moses.] Who attended 
upon the Divine Majesty, we may reasonably suppose, 
every day to know his pleasure. And after the seven days 
(mentioned ver. 25. of the foregoing chapter) were fulfilled; 
the Lord commanded him to address himself again to Pha- 
raoh : and to threaten him with a new punishment; which 
was inflicted upon the twenty-fifth day of the sixth mouth; 
and taken away the day after, (ver. 10.) 
* Go unto Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith the 
Lord, &c] The very same message, in effect, which he 
had delivered to him before, v. 1. vii. 16, 17. 

Ver. 2. And if thou refuse to let them go, behold, &c] He 
again threatens the plague before he inflicts it ; both that 
Pharaoh might know it came not b^ chance, but by the de- 
terminate counsel of God ; and that he might prevent it by : 
repentance and submission to God's command. 

I will smite.] This word commonly signifies in the Scrip- 
ture language to kill; but here only to afflict grievously. 
See Psalm lxxviii. 45. where to destroy them, signifies to 
annoy them. 

All thy borders.] Every part of his country, to the ut- 
most extent of it; i. e. in all places where the Egyptians 
dwelt. For it is not likely the Israelites were infested with 
them. (See ver. 4.) 

With frogs.] The Hebrew word tsaphadea signifies/ as 
Aben Ezra thinks, an Egyptian fish ; which some will have 
to be a crocodile: as Gaulmyn observes in his Annotations 
on the Life and Death of Moses, p. 25G. But this is un- 
doubtedly false ; for they could not infest theiu in that man- 
mer, as is described in the next verse. ' 

Ver. 3. And the river shall bring forth.] Under the name 
of the river is comprehended all the streams, ponds, lakes, 
and other waters in Egypt, (as appears from ver. 5.) For 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



190 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap. viix. 



most of them camo, one way or other, out of the river ; 
they having little rain in Egypt, 

Frogs abundantly.] The Nile naturally produced frogs, 
but sueh great abundance of them as filled the country, 
as miraculous ; especially being produced on a sudden ; 
and their going out of tho river and fields into the cities 
and houses, &c. was still moro miraculous* 

Which shall go up.] Out of the river, which lay lower 
than the land. 

And come into thine house, &c] This explains what he 
meant by smiting in the foregoing verse : viz. inilicting a 
sore plague, more grievous than the former. For that 
spoiled only their water, but not their other liquors :. whereas 
this mado them uneasy day and night, in every place, whe- 
ther they sat, or walked, or lay down, or did eat and drink. 
For their very dough (as we translate the word of this 
verse in the margin) was infested with them, as soon as 
they had kneaded it; and so was their drink, in all likeli- 
hood, as soon as it was poured into their eups. Nay, they 
got into their ovens: so that for the present, I suppose, 
they could not bake their bread.. 

Ver. 4. And the frogs shall come up, both upon thee, and 
upon thy people, &c] They came not merely into their 
houses, but crawled upon their persons. And here it is 
observable, that this plague is limited to the Egyptians 
(Pharaoh, his people, and servants), the Israelites, one 
would think by these words, being excepted from it. 

Ver. 5. And the Lord spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, 
&c] No doubt, Moses delivered the foregoing message 
unto Pharaoh; but he, ifc seems, turned away, and would 
give no answer : for here immediately follows a new order 
(which God, perhaps, gave. Moses upon the spot, as we 
speak, before he returned home), to inflict the plague he 
had bid him threaten,. 

Ver. 6. And Aaron stretched forth his hand.] He, as the 
minister of Moses, (who was to him as God, iv. 1G.) in- 
flicted this plague upon Egypt. 

Over the waters.] He did not go to every place where 
there was water, but stood by the river, and stretched his 
rod over it, towards every part of the country (as Abcn 
Ezra rightly explains it), and immediately God effected 
what Moses had denounced. 

And the frogs came up, and covered the land of Egypt.] 
That is, there were vast numbers of them came up ; for 
they did not so cover the land, but there was room. for 
more ; which the magicians counterfeited. The Jews think, 
here was mensurapro mensura, like for like, as we speak. 
For they say it was a piece of their bondage, that the . 
Egyptians, when they pleased, sent them a fishing: and > 
now God made the river spawn nothing but frogs. Whose 
very croaking, others of them think, put the Egyptians in 
mind of the cries of the poor children whom they barba- 
rously murdered. 

Ver. 7. And the magicians did so with their enchantments, 
&c.] They should rather have shewn their skill in.removing 
the frogs, or destroying those which Moses had brought. 
"Which one would. think Pharaoh expected from them; for 
they being unable to do this, he betook himself to Moses, 
whom he entreats to take them away: which he would 
never have done, if their power had not quite failed, and 
been unable to give him any relief. So Aben Ezra ob- 
serves, he called for Moses, " because he saw the magi- 



cians had only added td the plague, but could not dimi- 
nish it." 

Ver. 8. Tlien Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and 
said, Entreat the Lord, that he may take away the frogs, &c.) 
Ho that had proudly said not long ago, who is the Lord? 
&c. (v. 2.) now says, Entreat the Lord, &c. This was an ac- 
knowledgment that the Lord sent them; and that ho only 
had power to remove them. In the former plague, he did 
enough to make Pharaoh know he was the Lord, (vii. 17.) 
but this had that effect upon him for tho present: which 
made him earnestly entreat those, whom he had scorned, to 
become intercessors to God for him and his people. 

And I will let the people go, that they may do sacrifice 
unto the Lord.] This was not his settled resolution, but the 
present danger made him consent to it : for if the frogs had 
continued long, there had been no living in the country. 
As appears from what we read in Athenseus, out of Hcra- 
clides Lembus (lib. viii. Deipnos. cap. 2.) who says the 
whole country of Pseonia and Dardania were covered with 
frogs, which God rained down from heaven in such abun- 
dance, that the houses and highways wero full of them. 
They spent some time in killing of them: and, by keeping 
their doors shut, they mado a shift for awhile to bear this 
calamity : but when it did no good, but tut* <nccvrj, &e. all 
their vessels were full of them, and they mingled them- 
selves with their meat, whether boiled or roast, and they 
could tread no where but upon frogs, they left their coun- 
try ; being forced to it, also, by the stench of the frogs when 
they died. 

They that would see more of this out of several other 
authors, may consult Bonfrerius upon this very place: 
and Bochartus in his Hierozoic. (par, ii. lib. v. cap. 2* 
p. G61, &c.) 

Ver. 9. And 3Ioses said unto Pharaoh, Glory over me, 
when shall I entreat for thee?] Do thou appoint the time 
when I shall pray for thee, as St. Jerome translates it ; and 
so doth the Syriac, and Onkelos, and the LXX. who 
differ from the Hebrew text in words only, not in sense. 
For by adding the word saying (as we do in Judg. vii. 2. 
where there is the same expression), this paraphrase of Bo- 
chart is very proper, (Hierozoic. par. ii. lib. v. cap. 2.) 
" though it belongs not to thee to determine the time of 
thy deliverance, w 7 hich depends wholly upon the will and 
pleasure of God; yet I, who am his minister, give thee 
leave to take so much upon thee, as to prescribe what time 
thou pleasestfor the removal of this plague/ 9 For thus he 
thinks Moses's words are to be translated, Glory over me, 
by telling me, when I shall intercede for thee, &c. Moses 
saw, perhaps, that Pharaoh was much addicted to astrolo- 
gers, who fancied all tilings here below to be governed by 
the motion and influence of the stars: and therefore would 
have him name the time; that he might be satisfied there 
was no day nor hour under such an ill aspect, but he could 
prevail with God, at any moment he thought good to piteh 
upon, to deliver him. 

Bonfrerius, I think, hath expressed, in short, the literal 
sense of the Hebrew words, iC Tibi hunc honorem defero, 
ut cligas quando," &c. I will do thee the honour, that thou 
mayest assign the time. And our Dr. Jackson still shorter, 
Glory over me; that is, saith he, you shall command me. 

Ver. 10. And he said, To-morrow.] But why not on that 
very day? all men naturally desiring to be instantly re- 
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lieved from their sufferings. Perhaps he thought (as we 
said before) to try Moses's power; believing the next day 
not to be so lucky as the present, on which Moses had 
condescended to his request. Or, it might now be towards 
night when he called for Moses: who, he thought, would 
expect some time to pray to God for what he desired. 

Be it according to thy word.'] Thou shalt have thy desire. 

Jliat thou mayest know there is none like unto the Lord 
our God.'] Mayest no longer depend upon thy magicians 
and their gods : being convinced that our God alone, whom 
we call Jehovah, can wound and heal. 

Ver. 11. And the frogs shall depart from thee, &c] This 
demonstrated the power of Moses with God, that he could 
as certainly foretell the removal of the frogs, as he had done 
the bringing them upon the land. 

Vcr. 12. And Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh.] 
To the place, it is likely, where Moses was wont to attend 
upon the Divine Majesty. 

And Moses cried unto the Lord, because of the frogs.] In 
the Hebreiv the words are, Cried to him about the business 
(or the matter) of the frog$,v?hich God had sent upon Pha- 
raoh, Or, as Aben Ezra understands it, concerning the 
frogs, which he had promised Pharaoh should be removed : 
as if the words should be translated thus; He cried unto 
the Lord concerning what he said about the frogs, and ap- 
pointed unto Pharaoh. For so the word sham in xv. 25. 
signifies to appoint or propose, and so the LXX. here 
translate the words (which we render had brought against 
Pharaoh), wg lra%aro <Papa<I>, as he had appointed to Pha- 
raoh* 

Vcr. 13. And tlie Lord did according to the word of 
Moses.] 13o powerful was he with God in prayer, as the 
heathens themselves observed. from this story. See what 
I observed out of Numenius, vii. 12. 

And the frogs died, &c] The Egyptians could not kill 
them ; but God took away their breath: yet not removing 
them from the places where they were, but leaving them 
dead there. As appears by what follows : 

Vcr. 14. And they gathered them together on heaps.] 
That they might carry them, it is likely, into the river; 
and so they might go down into the sea. God could have 
dissolved them into dust (if he had pleased) or swept them 
into the river from whence they came; or made them quite 
vanish in an instant. But he would have them lie dead 
before their eyes ; as a token they were real frogs, and no 
illusion of their sight 

And the land stank.] This was a farther sensible evi- 
dence that they were real frogs. 

Ver. 15. But when Pharaoh saw that there was respite.] 
That he was freed from the great strait in which he was. 
For the Hebrew word for respite, signifies breathing or 
enlargement; and makes the sense to be this: that when 
the burden that pressed him was taken off, so that he could 
take his breath, he was of another mind, &c. 

He hardened his heart, and hearkened not unto them, Sec] 
Was not so good as his word, (ver. 8.) but returned to his 
former resolution, not to let Israel go. Which resolution 
grew so much more stubborn and obstinate, than it had been 
before; by how much the plague of the frogs had softened 
his heart, and inclined it to yield to God, more than the 
two former miracles had done. 

Ver. 16. And the Lord said unto Moses, Say unto Aaron.] 



The Lord seems to have given Pharaoh no warning of this 
plague; but to have inflicted it immediately upon the re- 
moval of the frogs, viz. on the twenty-seventh day of the 
sixth month. For his breach of faith was such a high' 
provocation, that he deserved no other treatment, but a 
more notable judgment. 

Smite the dust of the land, that it may become lice.] 
- Some would have the Hebrew word cinnim to signify 
gnats, or some such kind of creature. Thus many of 
the ancients understand it; and Artapanus calls it Zwov tl 
TTT-qvov, a flying sort of living creature: which made such 
ulcers by its biting, as no medicine could cure. (See Euse- 
bius, lib. ix. Praepar. Evang. p. 425.) But Bochartus hath 
sufficiently proved that our translation is right ; and that 
out of the very text. For gnats, and such-like insects, are 
bred in fenny places; but these were brought out of the 
dust of the earth. 

Ver. 17. Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod.] He 
still is the instrument to execute all the judgments which 
Moses denounced ; as he was his mouth to deliver all the 
messages he carried to Pharaoh. 

And smote the dust of the earth, and it became lice.] 
This shewed the lice were not a natural production; for' 
they come out of the sweat and filth of men's bodies, and 
of other living creatures. 

In man and beast.] This proves they were lice; which 
stick fast both to men and beasts. AVhereas gnats, though 
they sting sorely, cannot be said to be in man and beast : 
for they are a most restless 'creature, continually buzzing 
about, and never settling constantly in one place. And 
there were various sorts of these lice : for beasts do not 
breed the same that men do: nor have all beasts alike; but 
some are peculiar to horses, others to oxen, others to sheep, 
and others to SAvine and dogs. 

All the dust of the land became lice.] That is, nothing 
could be seen but lice, where dust was before. Or, lice 
were mingled every where with the dust. 

Throughout all the land of Egypt.] Not of Goshen (it 
is very probable), which was inhabited mostly by Israelites. 

Ver. 18. And the magicians did so, &c] Attempted and 
endeavoured to do so : by using their wonted invocations 
and rites of incantation. For the common saying among 
the Jews is very frivolous, that demons have no power over 
creatures so small as lice. The meaning of which, Gaulmyn 
thinks, they themselves did not understand ; which, accord- 
ing to the principles of the ancient magic, was this ; that 
all animals had a particular genius presiding over them, by 
whose assistance their worshippers could do any thing 
among that sort of creatures. But this is meant only of 
perfect animals, not.of insects (among whom they reckoned 
lice), which had no such heavenly power waiting on them. 
But if there had been any such notions then, these magi- 
cians sure would have understood it ; and not fruitlessly 
have attempted that which they had no hope to produce. 

But they could not.] Though they had counterfeited the 
former wonders ; yet here a stop is put to their power, so 
that they themselves confess their weakness. 

So there were lice upon man, and upon beast.] This seems 
to suggest, that since they could not produce any new lice, 
they attempted to remove those which Moses had brought 
upon the country. But they failed in that also : for, not- 
withstanding all that they could do, both men and beasts 
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were pestered with lice. The Hebrews say (in the Life and 
Death of Moses), that this plague was inflicted upon the 
Egyptians for another piece of oppression which they ex- 
ercised on the Israelites : to whom they said, " Go, sweep 
our houses, and sweep our streets, &c." therefore God 
made lice to cover the earth a cubit deep. But this savours 
too much of their fabulous invention. It is more pertinent 
to observe, that though we read of particular persons, who, 
for great crimes, were punished with the plague of lice, 
(sec Huetius, lib. ii. Quaest. Alnetance, cap.xii. n. 12.) yet 
we do not find in any story a whole nation infested with 
them ; and that both men and beasts, without exception : 
the magicians themselves, in all likelihood, being sorely 
afllicted with them: which made them cry out as here fol- 
lows. 

Ver. 19. Then the magicians said unto Pharaoh, This is 
the finger of God.] The same with what is called, in other 
places of Scripture, the hand of God, (Psal. cix. 27.) that 
is, his power. There are those (particularly Bochartus) 
who think these magicians did not, by these words, give 
glory to God: but thought to save their own credit with 
Pharaoh, by telling him that it was not MoseS or Aaron 
who were too hard for them, but a Divine power superior 
to them all. To this purpose Jonathan. But they ought 
then to have been sensible that the power which they dealt 
withal was far from being supreme : being unable to as- 
sist them upon all occasions. And, no doubt, God intended 
to confound them, by taking that time to disable theui 
when they least expected it. ' For why should not their 
power have extended to such a small thing as this, when 
they had done greater? But God would not let them always 
abuse Pharaoh with their illusions; and gave them a check, 
when they thought themselves most sure of success. 

And Pharaolis heart was hardened.] One would have 
rather expected to have heard, that his heart began to re- 
lent, when he saw his magicians not only puzzled, but quite 
baffled ; so that they owned Moses acted by a power above 
theirs. But this it w r as, not to stick to the good resolutions 
which had lately been wrought in him, (ver. S.) from which 
he not only revolted, but grew more resolute not to yield 
to God. The effect of which was this further induration : 
it being natural for evil men, who resist the means of their 
cure, to grow worse and worse affected. 

This miracle also of the lice, being more loathsome to 
Pharaoh than terrible, might haply be the reason (as Dr. 
Jackson conjectures) that he did not entreat Moses and* 
Aaron to pray for him: as he had done upon the sight of 
the frogs; and as he straightway did after he felt the next 
plague of the flies. 

I cannot but add also this further reflection of his, (book 
x, on the Creed, chap. xl.) that though the finger of God 
was very remarkable in producing the lice, which the ma- 
gicians could not, yet it was no way remarkable in hard- 
ening Pharaoh's heart. For it is neither said, nor inti- 
mated, that the finger of God hardened it; but Pharaoh's 
heart was hardened, that is, remained obstinate. The cause 
of which was his not hearkening to them, as it had been be- 
Tore, (ver, 15.) 

Ver. 20. And the Lord said nnto Moses, Rise tip early in 
the morning, and stand before Pharaoh.] As he had ordered 
Jiim to do, before he sent the second plague, (vii. 15.) 

Lo, he cometh fprth to the water.) This confirms what 



was said there, that in the morning it was usual with him to 
walk out by the river; cither or his refreshment, or for his 
devotion. Perhaps that, after washing, he might worship 
the rising sun. For Moses is commanded to rise up early 
in the morning; and present himself before him. 

And say nnto him, Thussaith the Lord, Let my people go, 
&c] The same message he had often sent him, (vii. 10, 17. 
viii. 1.) together with an admonition and warning of his 
danger: which God had not given him before the last 
plague, (ver. 1G.) 

Ver. 21. Behold, I will send swarms of flies upon thee, 
&c] The Hebrew word aroh being generally thought to 
come from a word which signifies to mingle, interpreters 
commonly think it denotes a mixture of several sorts of 
creatures. And some take it, as w r e seem here to do, for 
all manner of flies; which Aquila calls yajjinijav, all sorts 
of insects. Others take it, as it is in our margin, for a tmsti 
hire of noisome beasts: and so the author of the Life and 
Death of Moses ; God sent lio?is, wolves, bears, and leo- 
pards, and such-like wild beasts, which killed not only 
their cattle in the field, but their children in their houses. 
And SO JosephllS expounds it, §r\pia iravTOta koI TroXvrpoTra. 
But Bochartus hath confuted this notion by very good argu- 
ments, in his Hierozoicon, (par. ii. lib. iv. cap. 15.) where 
he shews no words have more significations than the He- 
brew word arab: which signifies not only to mingle, but, 
among many other things, to obscure and darken. From- 
whence the even-time is called ereb. And therefore, with 
great reason, he approves of the LXX. version, who 
translate it Kwofxvia, a flesh-fly, very bold and troublesome; 
being not easily drove away: which infests dogs, very 
much, especially about the flaps of their cars. Some take 
it for that large black fly which fastens upon beasts, and 
sucks their blood, called aroh, from its black colour: as. 
oreb from thence signifies a crow. And so Philo describes 
this fly, called cynomya, that it is as impudent as a dog; 
and makes its assaults with great violence, like a dart; 
fastening its teeth so deep in the flesh, and sticking so 
close that it makes cattle run mad. 

This plague the Jews say (in the forenamed book of the 
Life of Moses) was sent upon the Egyptians, because of 
the hard service they made the Israelites undergo, in feed- 
ing their cattle. 

Ver. 22. And I will sever in that day the land of Goshen, 
in which my people dwell, &c] Here now the distinguish- 
ing mercy of God to the Israelites is plainly expressed ; 
which is to be understood in the foregoing plagues. And 
the Hebrew word, as well as the Chaldee, signifies, I will 
make a wondrous difference. So Jonathan, in that da}', I 
will work a miracle in the land of Goshen: for, indeed, it 
w r as a marvellous thing, that countries so near one another 
should be in such a different condition at the same time. 
And it w r as the more wonderful, because there was such 
store of cattle in Goshen, whose dung is apt to breed flies. 

That thou mayest know that I cm the Lord in the midst 
of the earth.] ^Vho governs all things here below; or, that 
have a special care of my people. For so Bochart under- 
stood by earth, the land of Goshen. In the midst of which 
God is said to be, because he defended and delivered them 
from this sore calamity which their neighbours suffered. 
For thus this phrase is used in many places, (Deut. vii. 22, 
xxiii. 14. Psal. xlvi, G, &c.) And thus Cour. Pellicanus 
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seems to have understood this passage, which he interprets, 
you shall know that I am the Lord, and Prince of this 
coimtry. 

Ver. 23. J will pat a division between thy people and 
my people, &c] It is repeated again, because it was a 
remarkable thing, and denoted the Israelites to be God's 
peculiar people ; for whom'he had a singular favour. Which 
is the reason that this mercy is called here a redemp- 
tion (as the word in the Hebrew signifies, which we trans- 
late division J, because God exempted and delivered the 
Israelites from those flies,which sorely infested all the rest 
of Pharaoh's domiiJons. 

To-morrow shall this sign be.] The finger of God was 
so remarkable in the last plague, (ver. 19.) that his con- 
temptuous disregard of it was very provoking : so that God 
would forbear no longer than till the next morning, before 
he scourged him with his new judgment. Which was very 
grievous and noisome, as appears by the following words ; 
especially by his willingness to grant more than he had 
done before, that he might be rid of it. 

Ver. 24. And the Lord did so.] Here is no mention of 
Aaron's stretching out his rod (as at other times), but this 
was done immediately by God himself: that the Egyptians 
might not imagine there was any secret virtue in the rod ; 
but ascribe all to the Divine power. 

This plague was threatened about the twenty-eighth day 
of the sixth month; and inflicted on the twonty-ninth : and 
removed on the thirtieth. 

And there came a grievous sivarm of flies, &c] Or, a vast 
number of flies : for so the word caved (which we here 
translate grievous or heavy) is used in Gen. 1. 9. See there. 

And the land was corrupted by reason of the swarm of 
flies.] We are to understand here, by the land, the inha- 
bitants of the land: whose blood these flies silcked, and 
left such a poison in it, that their bodies swelled, and many 
of them died. So the Psalmist understood it,(lxxviii.45.) 
There is something like this recorded in heathen stories; 
particularly, they say, that when Trajan made war upon the 
Agarans, he was so assaulted with flies, when he sat down 
to eat, that he looked upon them as sent by God, and de- 
sisted from his enterprise. And that whole countries have 
been infested with them, appears from a number of gods 
that were worshipped, because they were supposed to have 
drove them away, at Acaron, and several other places men- 
tioned by the learned Huetius (in the place above quoted), 
from whence came the names of Jupiter, 'A-irofxvtoG and 
MutwSfjc, and of Hercules, Mvaypog, &c. 

Ver. 25. And Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, &c] 
Sent a messenger to call them to him. 

Go ye, sacrifice to your God in the land.] He had con- 
sented to let them sacrifice, when he last sent for them, 
(ver. 8.) But he named no place: and also quickly re- 
pented of the concession. But now he determines it in the 
land of Goshen ; where he grants them licence to offer 
public sacrifice. But this Moses tells -him (in the next 
verse) was not fit for them to accept; nor was it what God 
demanded. 

Ver. 2G. And Moses said, It is not meet so to do.] Besides 
that this is not the thing that God requires, it is not pru- 
dent, because it is not safe fqr us to do it. 

For tve shall sacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians 
to the Lord oxer God.] There is no indication, that I can 

vol. i f 



find, of any such sottish idolatry now among the Egyptians, 
as was, it is certain, in after-ages, but what seems to be 
suggested in this place ; which learned men have generally 
interpreted, as if the sense was this: " Wc must sacrifice 
to our God, oxen, sheep, and goats, which the Egyptians 
worship and adore: and that would be such an abominable 
thing in their account (to kill their gods) that it would give 
them the highest provocation/' Thus both the Chaldee 
interpreters, the Syriac, St. Jerome, and others: which 
Bochartus himself approves of in his Hierozoic. par. i. 
lib. ii. cap. 34. and 53. and more largely, par. ii. lib. iv. 
cap. 17. But there is an objection lies against this inter- 
pretation, that long after Moses's time the Egyptians 
themselves did offer all the forementioned creatures to 
their gods: for Herodotus relates (in his Euterpe, cap. 
xli.) after what manner they sacrificed an ox in his 
timo: and though some parts of the country abstained 
from sheep, yet they sacrificed goats; as, on the contrary, 
others abstained from goats and sacrificed sheep. (See 
upon Gen. xliii. 12.) Therefore it may be a question, 
whether these words do not refer only to the rites and ce- 
remonies of sacrificing; and to the qualities and condition 
of the beasts which are offered: about which, the Egyp- 
tians in after-ages were every curious. Tor the same 
Herodotus tells us (in the same book, cap. xxxviii.) how 
the sacrifices w T ere examined by the priest, and none al- 
lowed to be cnTered but those which had his mark upon 
them. And so Plutarch, (in his book de Isid. et Osir.) 
that the Egyptians, thinking Typho to have been red,* sa- 
crificed only such oxen as were of a red colour: making 
such an accurate scrutiny, tWe k$v fxiav ty$ rplxa fxtXaivav rj 
Xtvicriv, aSvrov nytivSai, that if a beast were found to have one 
hair black or white, it ivas judged unfit for sacrifice. The 
forenamed Herodotus, indeed, saith, they would not sacri- 
fice cows, because they were sacred to Isis: which shews 
that in his time there was great superstition about such 
creatures ; so that none durst offer the least violence to 
them. But, as we have no evidence, that in the days of 
Moses they were infested with such opinions, so their sacri- 
ficing such creatures, as the Jews did long after his days, 
and all mankind had done from the beginning, seems to be 
a prejudice against that sense of the words which is gene- 
rally put upon them. But there were so many various 
ways of sacrificing in the world, that it is very probable 
the Egyptians differed very much from the Israelites: who 
might offer also (it is likely) such creatures as the Egyptians 
thought unclean; whereby they iniglit be enraged at their 
profaneness. 

- Maimonides fancies the Egyptians worshipped the sign 
or constellation called Aries; and that this was the occa- 
sion of this speech : for which I can see no reason, (More 
Nevochim, par. iii. cap. xlvi.) 

And will they not stone us ?] We cannot gather from 
hence, that there was such a punishment among the Egyp- 
tians as stoning men to death. For he doth not speak 
here of punishment by their laws ; but of what might hap- 
pen from a popular fury. 

Ver. 27. TKe will go three days 9 journey into the wilder- 
ness, &c] So God had directed them ; and it was not law- 
ful for them to sacrifice in any place but where he ap- 
pointed. Philo gives this reason why they Ayere to go 
into a solitary place, there to receive commands from God 
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about sacrifice, and all other parts of his worship : be- 
cause God intended to give them a law different from those 
of other nations, or rather quite opposite unto them. In 
which there were so many singular rites, that they would 
have offended other people, and seemed to them profane, 
if they had exercised them among them, (de Vita Mosis, 
p. G15.) And thus Corn. Tacitus understood the design of 
Moses, not to bring tho Israelites to as near a conformity 
as he could with the gentiles (which some now in these 
days fancy), but to keep them at the greatest distance from 
other nations, by opposite rites of worship. .His words 
arc remarkable, (lib. v. Histor. cap. iv.) " Moses, quo sibi 
in posterum gentem firmarct, novos ritus, contrariosque 
ceteris mortalibus indidit. Profana illis omnia, quae apud 
nos sacra : rursuin conccssa apud illos, quae nobis incesta." 

Ver. 28. And Pharaoh said, I ivill let you go, that yon 
may sacrifice to the Lord your God in the wilderness.*] He 
dolh not say expressly they should go three days' journey, 
as was demanded : which hath made some think this was 
but a niggardly concession of Pharaoh's, who intended 
to deceive them with general words. But Moses under- 
stood it otherwise, as appears by his acceptance of the 
grant. 

Only you shall not go very far away.] No further than 
three days' journey. 

Entreat for me.] This indeed is added so quickly, and, 
as it were, with the same breath that he granted their three 
days' journey ; that it may make one think it was tho least 
part of his intention to permit that, but only to get rid of 
this plague. Which if it had continued long, the Egyp- 
tians must have left their country to preserve themselves. 
Several people having been forced by flics to quit their 
habitations, as many ancient authors inform us, mentioned 
by Bonfrerius and Bocharlus. 

Ver. 20. And Moses said, Behold, I go out from thee, and 
I will entreat the Lord that the swarm of flies may depart, 
&c] He was not more ready to desire, than the Lord and 
his servant Moses were to grant, the totalreinoval of this 
plague: which was sent for his reformation, not his de- 
struction; if he would have duly considered it. 

To-morrow.] Yet he would not pray that he might be 
released from it presently; but let him lie awhile under 
the smart of his rod : that he might be truly humbled, and 
deal no more deceitfully with him, as he feared he would. 

But let not Pharaoh deal deceitfully any more, Sec] He 
had promised fair before, (ver. 8.) but broken his word: 
which made this solemn caution the more necessary, lest 
he should be guilty of such false dealings again. 

Ver. 30. And Moses went out from Pharaoh, and en- 
treated the .Lord.] He gave Pharaoh a good example of 
steadfastness, by making good his promise immediately, 
which he gave him in the beginning of the foregoing verse. 

Vcf.il. And the Lord did according to the word of 
Moses.] Hero was punctual performance on God's part, of 
what was agreed between him and Pharaoh, in the fore- 
going treaty. 

There remained not one.] This was a greater miracle 
than that of removing the frogs ; for they remained in heaps 
and stank, (ver. 14.) But these were all swept away (by a 
mighty wind, perhaps), cither into the sea, or into the deserts 
of Lybia. 

Ver. 32. And Pharaoh hardened his heart at this time ! 



also, &c] This is here made an act of his own; as it was 
no doubt in all the former refusals to let him go, (ver. 15. 
19.) And he hardened his heart, by not hearkening, or not 
regarding what they had done, as the w r ord is used and 
translated, ix. 21. That which made him not to hearken or 
regard, was his excessive pride and covetousness; for ho 
thought it a dishonour to submit to Moses : and he was 
very loath to lose the service of so many slaves, which was 
really more worth to him, than all the land they possessed 
in Egypt. 

CHAP. IX. 

Ver. 1. JL HEN the Lord said unto Moses.] See vii. 1. 

Go in unto Pharaoh.] It seems now he went to the 
palace. 

And say nnto him, Thus saith the Lord, Sec] He sends 
the same message to him he ordered at the first, (v. 3.) and 
had continued ever since, (vii. 1G, &c.) 

Ver. 2. For if thou 7-efuse to let them go, and icilt hold 
them still.] If thy covetous griping humour make thee still 
resolve to detain them in their slavery. 

Ver. 2. Behold.] This word, as in most other places (as 
Dr. Jackson notes) is here a special character of the 
speedy execution of the plague threatened, aud of the re- 
markable manner of its execution. 

The hand of the Lord is upon thy cattle, &c] That is, 
he will smite them (which is done by the hand), and is just 
ready to do the execution. Here is no mention of Aaron's 
rod, no more than in the foregoing plague, and for the 
same reason. (See viii. 21.) 

A very grievous murrain.] That is, a great plague ox 
pestilence (as we call it, in mankind), of which abundance 
of cattle shall die. For so the word caved (which we 
translate grievous)\s used for numerous: (see viii. 24.) But 
the greater the number was that died, the more grievous, no 
doubt, was the calamity: God intended to deal more se^ 
vcrely than formerly with him, because he had been guilty 
of a fraudulent contempt of his former solemn monition, 
(viii. 2!).) 

Ver. 4. And the Lord shall sever between the cattle of 
Israel and the cattle of Egypt, Slc] See viii. 22. This was 
the greater wonder (as the word imports), because the 
Israelites and Egyptians were mingled together in the 
land of Goshen: and their cattle breathed in the same air, 
and drank of the same water, &c. By which it appeared 
this pestilence was not natural; but proceeded, as was 
said before, from the hand of God. 

Ver. 5. And the Lord appointed a set time.] That they 
might know this stroke came from him. 

Saying, To-morrow the Lord shall do this thing in the 
land.] This plague was threatened upon the first day of the 
seventh month (which afterwards was changed into the first 
month of the year), and inflicted on the second day. 

Ver. G. And all the cattle of Egypt died.] Some sur- 
vived, it is plain, from ver. 19. Therefore the meaning is, 
either all that w-ere in the field, (ver. 3.) not those in tho 
cities or houses : or, rather a great many of all sorts of 
cattle, as Hrusius expounds it, " omnc genus/' all kinds: 
as the word all must be expounded, (ver. 26. vide lib. ii. 
Animadvers. cap. xviii.) 
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But of the cattle of the children of Israel died not one.] 
Of any sort whatsoever. 

Ver. 7. And Pharaoh sent, and behold, there was not one 
of the cattle of the Israelites dead.] We do not find that he 
sent to make any such inquiry in the former plagues. It is 
likely he slighted what they said, and- would not do them 
the honour to seem to believe them. Moses also had said 
nothing of this difference God would make between the 
Israelites and them, till the last plague; when the flics 
were so busy and vexatious, that it made travel uneasy : 
as it was likewise in the two other before that, when they 
could tread upon n 4 hing but frogs, or lice. 

And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened.] One would 
rather have expected to hear that it relented; because he 
took the pains to satisfy himself that every thing foretold 
by Moses was come to pass: which looks as if he meant, 
upon the truth of that information, to alter this course. 
This plague likewise was much heavier than all, or most, 
of the preceding: w T hich were rather more noisome and 
terrible (as Dr. Jackson speaks) than detrimental to Pha- 
raoh and his people. For we do not read before this time 
of the death of any useful creatures, except fishes, when 
the waters were turned into blood: and that calamity was 
not so universal neither, being only in the river (and some; 
think only near the court),- as this murrain, which was all 
over the country; and did them a far greater mischief. 
But having accustomed himself to do evil, he grew still 
more obstinate and hardened in pride and covetousness. 
For he doth not so much as pray to be delivered from this 
plague ; which had done all the execution, he thought, 
that was designed ; and he intended, perhaps, to repair his 
loss, out of the flocks and herds of the Israelites, which 
haply might make him less affected with this wonder, than 
he had been with some of the former. 

Ver. 8. And the Lord said unto Moses and Aaron.] The 
former plague having so little moved his proud and stub- 
born heart, the Lord instantly, without any further mes- 
sage to him (as being now in process of sentence, says Dr. 
Jackson), commands them to bring another judgment upon 
the Egyptians, more dreadful and noisome than any of the 
rest had been. 

Take to you handfals of ashes of the furnace.] In which 
Pharaoh had made them labour, (Deut. iv. 20.) which 
moved God to punish him and his people with this plague, 
for their cruel usage of his people there. 

And let Moses sprinkle it.] The Jews think God employed 
him only in executing this judgment, being much heavier 
than all the foregoing. But both he and Aaron being com- 
manded to take ashes (in the words foregoing), as we read 
they did, (ver. 10.) it is more probable they both sprinkled, 
and so the meaning is, let Moses (as Mdl as Aaron) 
sprinkle it. 

Toivards heaven.] To shew that the plague came from 
thence. 

In the sight of Pharaoh.] That he might be convinced 
of it. 

Ver. 9. And it shall become small dust, in all the land 
°f Egypt, &c] Instead of these ashes, which they threw up 
into the air, there came down a small sleet (as we call it) 
like that of snow, or the hoar frost, which scalded the flesh 
of man and beast ; and raised a blister in every part upon 
which it fell. The poison of which penetrating into the 



flesh, made sore swellings, like those we now call buboes. 
Insomuch that, as Philo understood it (lib. i. de VitaMosis),- 
they were full of blotches from head to foot. Certain it is, 
that the Hebrew word schechin signifies an inflammation,' 
that made a tumour or bile, (as we translate the word, Le- 
vit. xiii. 18, 19.) which turned into such a grievous ulcer, 
that Moses speaks of it afterwards as an unusual plague, 
which he calls the botch of Egypt, (Deut. xxviii. 2^.) Dr. 
Lightfoot, indeed, observes, that in the book of Job (ii. 7, 
8.) it signifies only a burning itch, or an inflamed scab : 
an intolerable dry itch, which his nails could not scratch 
off, but he was glad to make use of a potsherd to scrub 
himself. But then he confesses, that this schechin, here 
spoken of, was higher than that, having Mains and biles 
that broke out with it ; which Job's had not. So that the 
Egyptians, he thinks, were vexed with a double punish- 
ment at once ; aching biles and a fiery itch. But our in- 
terpreters take it otherwise, and say that Job also was smote 
with biles, which, in conclusion, perhaps, had a scab that 
itched very much. 

Ver. 10. And they took ashes of the furnace, &c] This : 
plague was inflicted about the third day of the seventh 
month, according to archbishop Usher's computation :* 
who thinks it probable (as many others do), that from hence, 
the tale was spread among the heathens, that the Egyptians: 
drove the Israelites out of Egypt because they were scab- 
by; lest the infection should spread all over the country. 
For they endeavoured, in future ages, to make it be be- 
lieved, that what befel themselves was a plague upon the 
Israelites. 

Ver. 11. And the magicians could not stand before Moses, 
because of the biles, &c] This plague seized on thein, as 
well as the rest of the Egyptians, and that in the presence 
of Pharaoh (as these words seem to import), which per- 
fectly confounded them. For though, since the plague of 
lice, which they could not counterfeit, we read of no at- 
tempt they ventured to make to vie miracles with Moses 
and Aaron, yet they still continued about Pharaoh (it ap- 
pears from this place), and endeavoured to settle him in his 
resolution, not to let Israel go : persuading him, perhaps, 
that though Moses for the present had found out some se- 
cret beyond their skill, they should at last be too hard for 
him. But now, being on a sudden smote with these ulcers, 
they were so amazed, that we do not find they appeared 
again to look Moses in the face. For now, as the apostle 
speaks, " their folly was manifested to all men;" (1 Tim. 
iii. 8, 9.) in that they could not defend themselves from 
this terrible stroke ; which publicly seizing on them before 
Moses, in the sight of Pharaoh and all his servants, ren- 
dered them so contemptible, that we never hear more of 
them. 

Ver. 12. And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, 
&c] If we suppose that the magicians, who had hitherto 
confirmed Pharaoh in his obstinacy, were forced to with- 
draw in great confusion, when they were smitten with the 
biles; one would have thought the next thing we should 
have heard would have been that Pharaoh relented. But 
here is not the least token of that mentioned in this history, 
but rather the express contrary; that God was so angry 
with him, that he himself hardened his heart, which he had 
never done before. This hardening, therefore, which is said 
to be God's doing, was something sure very extraordinary* 
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Yet it was not an infusion of any bad qualities or ungodly 
resolutions into Pharaoh's heart, but only that God did not 
vouchsafe him those convictions that might have softened 
him, and gave him up to his own heart's lusts: and like- 
wise ordered things so to foil out, that he should hcreaftor 
be made by them more and more obdurate. For he had 
hardened himself against five plagues; therefore Godleaves 
him to himself, and resolves he shall continue in his hard- 
ness. Accordingly he doth not so much as d esire to be 
freed from this plague, no more than he had done in the 
former, which was nothing so grievous. The effect of such 
induration is well expressed by Dav. Chytnxus in these 
words, " Cor indnratuin est, quod nee compunctionc sciri- 
ditur/'&c. "Ahardened heart is neither cut by compunction, 
nor softened by any sense of piety. It is neither moved 
by prayers and entreaties, nor yields to threatcnings, nor 
feels the smart of scourges; It is ungrateful for benefits; 
treacherous to counsels; sullen to judgments; shameless 
to things most base; fearless of dangers; forgetful of things 
past; negligent of things present; improvident for the fu- 
ture. In short, it neither fears God, nor reverences man." 

As the Lord hath spoken unto Moses.] The margin of our 
Bible directs the reader to iv. 21. where God saith, I will 
harden, &c. See there, and iii. 19. And observe that all 
along from thence to this place, it is very often said, in 
the close of the former plagues, that Pharaoh's heart teas 
hardened as the Lord had said, (vii.13. 22. viii. 15. 39. 32.) 
But this is the first time that % it is said, the Lord hardened 
the heart of Pharaoh, as he had spoken unto Moses. Which 
different close gives us to understand, that now, after the 
plague of blains, the sentence of destruction was irreversi- 
bly denounced against him ; and God resolved to dispose 
things so, that he should not repont, but run headlong to 
his ruin. 

-Ver. 13. And the Lord said unto Moses, Rise up early in 
the morning.'] That he might speak with Pharaoh before he 
went abroad; or at his going out of his palace. 

Atid stand before Pharaoh, &c] Present thyself unto 
him, with the same message that I have often sent to him. 
(See v.3. vii.16, &c.) 

Let my people go, that they may serve me.] But w T hy doth 
he send anymore messages to him, may some say, after he 
had hardened bim, and knew he would not submit? To 
which Dr. Jackson's answer is very apposite; that God 
dealt with Pharaoh just as he had done with the poor op- 
pressed Israelites, after Moses had delivered his first mes- 
sage to him. Pharaoh immediately forbids his taskmasters 
to give them any straw, and yet required the same talc of 
bricks which they made when they had straw enough. The 
Lord in like manner demands the same obedience of Pha- 
raoh, after he had deprived him of understanding, and of 
all good motions, which h6 had demanded of him before, 
or at the first exhibition of his signs and wonders. And 
this is that which gave occasion to the question we find, 
Bora. ix. 19. Why doth he yet find fault ? To which there 
needs no further satisfaction in this place. 

Ver. 14. For I will at this time.] For now I will begin 
to send more terrible plagues upon thee, one after another, 
till I have destroyed thee. 

Send all my plagues.] All that I have resolved to inflict, 
as Mfenochius truly expounds it: " Not all that I am able, 
but all that I design to send for thy destruction." 



Upon thine heart.] Such as shall make thy heart ache 
(as wo now speak); not only afaict thy body and goods, but 
till thy soul with terror, or grief, or rage. 

That thou may est know there is none like me in all the 
earth.] To teach thee, by sad experience, that my power is 
superior to all other. To which another reason is added in 
the next verse ; that all the world might see the same. And 
a third, (x. 2.) that Israel might learn to worship him alone, 
and teach their children to do so likewise. 

Ver. 15, 16. For now I will stretch out my hand, that I 
may smite thee and thy people with pestilence, &c] I da 
not see how this translation can be maintained ; for wc do 
not read that God after this sent a new pestilence upon 
Pharaoh : and the Hebrew word deber signifies nothing 
else. This, therefore, must needs refer to the time past:, 
and the sense of these three verses (14 — 16.) must be this ; 
" I will send more plagues on thee, and on thy servants, 
(as was threatened ver. 14.) for the truth is, I had now 
stretched out my hand to destroy both thee and thy peo- 
ple by my late pestilence, wherewith you had all been cut 
off, had it not been that I reserve you for further punish- 
ments : for which very cause I made thee to stand, when 
thou wast falling (j. e. kept thee from dying), that I might 
send more plagues upon thee, and make thy destruction 
more notorious to all the world." See Paulus Fagius, and 
Theod. Hackspan, and Fr. Junius also, who translate these 
words, I had smitten thee and thy people with pestilence 
(i. e. when he destroyed their cattle with a murrain), and 
then hadst thou been cut off from the earth, as it follows in 
the end of this verso ; that is, w r hen the biles broke out upon 
the magicians. v 

Ver. 16. And in very deed for this cause have I raised 
thee up.] In the Hebrew the words are, I have made thee 
stand; that is, preserved thee alive, when the pestilence 
would have cut thee off, as the murrain did thy cattle, if I 
had not kept thee from perishing then, that I might destroy 
thee in a more remarkable manner. And thus the LXX. 
understood it, when they translated it Surijo/jS-rjc, thou hast 
been preserved, that is, from destruction. With which the 
apostle agrees, though he doth not here follow their trans- 
lation, Ifyyztpa, I have raised thee, i. e. from the foregoing 
sickness, (Rom. ix. 17.) spared thee in the midst of ma- 
lignant ulcers. 

For to shetv in thee my power.] By sending more dread- 
ful plagues upon him; and at last overwhelming him in 
the sea. 

And that my name may be declared throughout all the 
world.] If Pharaoh and his people had all perished by the 
pestilence, when the cattle did, or died when smitten with 
blains; the terror of God's powerful displeasure had not 
been so visible to all the w r orld, as it was in overthrowing 
the whole strength of Egypt in the Red Sea. 

Ver. 17. As yet exaltest thou thyself against my people, 
&c] In these words he returns to finish his message begun 
ver. 13. which he concludes with this expostulation, which 
upbraids him with his senseless obstinacy. Which, in other 
words, may be thus paraphrased ; " Dost thou still (notwith- 
standing all that I have done to humble thee) proudly in- 
sult over my peoplc,and resolve to keep them in bondage?" 

This expostulation, which is very sharp and cutting, may 
seem to some unreasonable, now that God himself had 
hardened him, and taken his understanding from him; 
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though before nothing could have been more proper, while 
there was a possibility of penetrating his heart. But God 
cannot lose his right to demand that obedience, which men 
have made themselves unable to pay : and it was but just 
he should be upbraided with his obstinacy, even when he 
could not comply, because he had brought upon himself 
this punishment of stupid insensibility. (See ver. 13.) 

Ver. 18. Behold, to-morrow about this time.'] As his de- 
struction was determined, so it was to come speedily upon 
him ; and therefore there was but one day between this 
plague and the former. , , 

I will send a very grievous hail.] Great hailstones, fall- 
ing very thick, as we speak.; 

Such as hath not been in Egypt since the foundation 
thereof.] Since it hath been inhabited. This shews that 
though rain was not frequent in Egypt, yet sometimes they 
had both rain and hail also. Otherwise, there could ,not 
have been a comparison made between this and former 
hail, if there never had been any at all. 

Ver. 19. Send therefore now, and gather thy cattle, &c] 
It appears by the next verse, that though Pharaoh and his 
grandees could not be moved by all these judgments, yet 
there were some persons in the court who were better dis- 
posed, for whose sake God gives this warning of the dan- 
ger, that they might avoid it. ■ . 

Ver. 20. He that feared the word of the Lord among the 
servants of Pharaoh, &c] That which is opposed to this in 
the next verse is, he that set not his heart unto the word of 
the Lord; or, as we translate it, regarded it not, u e. did 
not attend to what was said and done by Moses, and 
seriously consider it. Unto which the fear of God moves 
all those who are possessed with it; and serious considera- 
tion will not fail to work in men the fear of God and of his 
judgments. 

Ver. 21. And he that regardeth not the word of the Lord, 
&e.] This was the cause of the ruin of all that perished; 
they did not set themselves to consider the irresistible 
power of him who inflicted such terrible judgments upon 
them, as Moses threatened. For at last fhey grew so 
stupid that they could not consider; but were perfectly in- 
fatuated. . 

Ver. 22. And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch forth thy 
liand.] With his rod in it, as it is explained in the next 
verse ; and as he had directed on other occasions, (viii. 16, 
17.) where it is said, " Aaron stretched out his hand with 
his rod." 

Towards heaven.] To shew the plague was sent from 
God. 

That there may be hail onfall the land of Egypt, &c] 
Here he more fully expresses the damage it would do, 
both to men and beasts, and to the herb of the field, which 
comprehends all the trees, (ver. 25.) . 

Ver. 23. And Moses stretched forth his rod.] Sometimes 
Aaron did it; but it was at the command of Moses, and as 
his minister ; who sometimes did it himself, and was com- 
manded by God so to do, (ver. 22.) He gave warning of 
this plague about the fourth day of the seventh month, and 
inflicted it upon the fifth, and removed it the sixth. The 
author of the Life and Death of Moses [fancies that God 
sent this plague to punish the Egyptians for the drudgery 
they imposed upon the Israelites, in making them till their 
fields for them. 



And the Lord sent thunder and hail, &c] It was no won- 
der there should be thunder; but the claps of this were far 
more terrible than any that had been heard before in that 
country. As the hail also was more ponderous, and came 
down with a greater force, and was mixed with fire. Which 
the author of the Book of Wisdom observes (chap, xvi.) 
as a thing unusual. And herein consisted the miraeulous- 
ness of this plague; that whereas other storms of hail ge- 
nerally reach but a little way (sometimes not a mile), this 
spread itself over the whole country, (ver. 25.) And flashes 
of lightning were not only mingled with it, but^re ran upon 
the ground, and killed their cattle, (Psal. Ixxviii. 48.) when, 
at the same time, all the land of Goshen, though a part of 
that country, felt nothing of this storm, (ver. 26.) 

And the Lord rained hail upon the land of Egypt.] This 
is repeated, to shew that it fell as thick as rain, and was 
not a mere shower, but a continual hail : and that this was 
the principal part of this plague, being alone mentioned 
ver. 22. and 26. (whereas nothing is said of thunder ox fire), 
and put, in the first place, by the Psalmist, both in Ixxviii. 
48. and ev. 32. 

Ver. 25. And the hail smote, &c] That is, killed every 
man and beast that was in the field, (ver. 19.) 

And smote every herb, and broke every tree of the field.] 
Especially their vines and fig-trees, as the Psalmist tells 
us, Ixxviii. 47. ev. 33. Very great hailstones have fallen 
in several countries; some of a prodigious bigness (as 
credible historians relate), whereby some living creatures 
have here and there been killed : but none ever made such 
a general destruction as this storm did. Yet we are not 
to understand it as if no green thing escaped, nor a bough 
of any tree was left : but the meaning is, that a great many" 
of every kind were destroyed : though some, as appears by 
the following chapter, still remained. 

Ver. 26. Only in the land of Goshen, &c] So that the 
Egyptians that lived among them fared the better (it is 
thought) at this time for their sake. 

Ver. 27. And Pharaoh sent, and called for Moses and 
Aaron.] This is no more than he had done several times 
before, (viii. 8. 25.) but it may seem strange he should do 
it now, after the Lord had hardened his heart. The clear- 
est account of it is, that he acted now as a man distracted 
and frighted out of his wits; which made him rave and cry 
out for help, in very passionate words, without any serious 
meaning. $ 

I have sinned this time, &c] The meaning is not, that he 
had not sinned before; but, I now acknowledge my offence, 
and the justice of God 'in punishing the wickedness of me 
and of my people. Which confession doth not argue any 
tenderness of heart ; but was extorted by the horrible fright 
he was in of being undone, if he did not make some sub- 
mission* 

Ver. 27. Entreat the Lord (for it is enough).] Or, be- 
seech hiin that what 1 have already suffered may suffice. 

That there be no more mighty thunderings and hail.] The 
words import frightful claps of thunder, which sounded as 
if God was angry with them; especially since the hail fell 
like thunderbolts upon their heads, and struck those down 
that walked abroad. This was the reason that he begged 
their prayers : for he and his servants could not always con- 
tinue within doors; and while the hail lasted, there was no 
safety abroad* 
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And I will let you go.] Not quite away, hut three days' 
journey into the wilderness, as they desired. 

And ye shall stay ?io longer.] He promises to dismiss 
them immediately. 

Vcr. 2D. And Moses said unto him, As soon as I am gone 
out of the city.] By this he demonstrated (he great power 
of God, who he knew would protect him, from receiving 
any harm by the thunder, lightning, and hail, which killed 
all others that went abroad into the fields. 

I will spread forth my hands unto the Lord.] This was an 
ancient posture of supplication, in all nations (as many 
learned men have shewn), whereby men declared, that God 
is the giver of all good things; and that they hoped to re- 
ceive help from him. For our hands are the instruments 
whereby we receive any gift that is bestowed upon us. 

Tliat thou mayest know how' that the earth is the Lord's.] 
Have a demonstration (which was sufficient to make him 
know), that the Lord governs all things: as appeared by 
the ceasing of this dreadful storm, upon Moses's prayers to 
God, as well as by the pouring of it in such violence upon 
them. 

Ver.'30. But as for thee and thy servants, I know that 
ye will not yet fear the Lord God.] The generality of the 
court he knew would continue as obstinate as their prince; 
though some of them had some sense of God, and of his 
judgments, as we read ver. 20. 

Ver. 31. And the flax tuftl the barley were smitten, &c.] 
From hence our learned N. Fuller gathers, that this fell 
out in the month of Abib, as Archbishop Usher observes 
in his Annals. For it appears, by Pliny and others, that 
barley began to ripen in those countries in March ; but 
wheat not till April. Herm. Conringius differs from this 
account a little; for he thinks (in his treatise de initio 
anni Sabbatici) that this hail fell in the month of February; 
flax being sown here, and among the Romans, from (he 
calends of October to the seventh of the Ides of December, 
as he observes out of Columella. 

Ver. 32. But the wheat and the rye were not smitten: for 
they were not grown up.] ' In the Hebrew, they were hidden; 
ire. were as yet under ground, as Kimchi, and from him 
Junius and Tremellius expound it. But that cannot be the 
meaning; for there was but a month's difference between 
the growth of wheat and of barley to maturity. And there- 
fore Bochartus hath more truly expounded the meaning 
(Hierozoic. par. ii. lib. iv. cap. 3.) that they were not yet 
eared: and so being tender and flexile, yielded to the stroke 
of the hail, and received less harm than the barley which 
was in the ear, and the flax which was boiled. 

Ver. 33. And Moses went out of the city, &c.] As he had 
promised, (ver. 29.) 

And the ram icas not pbured out.] It seems there was 
rain together with the hail and fire ; which made this plague 
still the more wonderful. Or, by rain must be understood 
the shower of hail which the Lord " rained from heaven/' 
(ver. 18.) which sense is confuted by the next verse. 

Ver. 34. And when Pharaoh saw that the rain, and the 
hail, and the thunder were ceased.] As soon as the storm 
was over, and the heavens clear again. 

lie sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, &c] That 
which should have made him acknowledge the power of 
God (which was as apparent in stopping the hail, as in 
pouring it on his country), made him the more contuma- 



cious. For seeing this danger over, he fancied Arc would 
be' no more. »^ 

Ver. 35. And the heart of Pharaoh was Jiardened, &c] 
Continued in hardness ; for God would not soften it, hav- 
ing resolved still to harden him, as ho had began to do, 
(ver. 12.) and did now, (x. 1.) For he neither moved his 
heart to remember his confession and his promise, (ver. 
27, 28.) nor continued the means which extorted that 
seeming repentance from him. But by granting his desire, 
to have this stroke removed, suffered him to return to his 
wonted obstinacy. 



CHAP. X. 

Ver. 1. JjlND the Lord said nnto Moses, Go in tinto Pha- 
raoh.] Perhaps Moses might think that after seven mes- 
sages delivered to him, and as many plagues for his refusal, 
and God's declaration that he had hardened his heart, it 
was to no purpose to make any new address unto him. 
Which it is likely he would have foreborne, if he had not 
received this express command from God to go to him 
again. 

For I have hardened his heart, &c.] This is rather a rea- 
son why he should not go ; and therefore the particle M is 
not to be translated for, but although, as it many times is 
used in these books, and then the sense is clear ; although 
I have hardened his heart, yet let not that hinder thy going 
to him, but still importune him ; because I intend to take 
occasion from his refusing to obey me, to work greater 
signs and wonders for your benefit (as it follows in tho 
next verse), and for his ruin. 

That I might shew these my signs before him.] The signs, 
he speaks of, were those already done since he hardened 
him, and those which were to follow. For he had threaten- 
ed, when he said he would harden Pharaoh's heart, (vii. 3.) 
to multiply his signs and wonders in ithe land of Egypt. 

Vcr. 2. And that thou mayest tell.] The LXX. translate 
it, that ye may tell: for he speaks to Moses, as sustain- 
ing the person of the whole people of Israel. 

In the ears of thy son, and thy son's son.] All future 
posterity. 

What things I have tvrought in Egypt.] This may refer 
to the ten plagues which he inflicted on the Egyptians. 

And my signs which I have done among tlmn,] The turn- 
ing of his rod into a serpent, and two other miracles, men- 
tioned at his first mission, are called signs, (iv. 8, 9. and see 
vii. 9, 10.) 

That ye may know hoiv that I am the Lord.] That there 
is no other God but me. 

Ver. 3. And Moses and Aaron came in unto Pharaoh.] 
As God had commanded Moses, (ver. 1.) 

Thus saith the Lord God of the Hebrews.] This is the 
style wherein they began to deliver their message to him, 
and which they continued all along, (v. 1. 3. vii. 16, &c.) 

How long wilt thou refuse to humble thyself before me?] 
We meet not with this chiding question in any of tho 
former messages ; which was most proper now that he had 
so often refused to yield ; or instantly revolted from his 
seeming submissions. 

Ver. 4. Behold, to-morrow.] This word behold, denotes 
the speedy execution of a remarkable judgment: (see 
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ix. 3.) And* according to the computation beforemen- 
tioned, it was threatened on the seventh day of the month 
'Abib, to be executed the next day. 

I will bring the locusts into thy coasts.] The Hebrew 
word arbeh comes from rabah, which signifies to be multi- 
plied. For there is no living creature multiplies more than 
this. Whence they are said (in the next verse) to cover the 
face of the earth : and the Psalmist, speaking of them/saith 
they came without number, (Psal. cv. 34.) 

Ver. 5. And they shall cover the face of the earth, &c] 
So that nothing could be seen but locusts, (see ver. 15.) 

And they shall eat.] How devouring they are, and de- 
structive to the fruits of the earth, Vossius shews at large, 
(lib. iv. dc Orig. et Pr. Idol. cap. 19. and Bochartus, par. i. 
Jib. iv. Hieroz. cap. 3.) whole countries having been laid so 
bare by them, in a few hours, that it hath brought a famine 
upon the inhabitants. (Sec Pliny, lib. xi. Hist. Nat. cap. 29.) 

Tlie residue of that which is escaped, &c] By this it ap- 
pears that as the wheat and the rye escaped the stroke of 
the hail, (ix. 31.) so the trees Mere not broken, but some 
boughs remained. 

And shall eat every tree, &c] These creatures spare 
not the very bark of the trees ; eating all things that come 
in their way, as Pliny testifies in the forccited place, 
" Omnia morsu crodentes, et fores quoque tectorum." 

Ver. 6. And they shall fill thy houses, &c] The author 
of the Book of Wisdom, (xvi. 9.) seems to think that they 
killed men and women. But that mistake, it is likely, arose 
from ver. 17. which may have another interpretation: see 
there. Though if the locusts died in their houses, the 
stench of their dead bodies was so offensive that it often 
bred the pestilence, as Bochartus observes, (par. i. Hieroz. 
lib. iv. cap. 3. 5.) 

Which neither thy fathers, &c] They exceeded all that 
had been seen (and they were a frequent plague in those 
countries), cither in bigness or in number, or in both. That 
is, all that had been seen in Egypt: for in other countries, per- 
haps, there might have been as large ; if Pliny may be be- 
lieved, that in India there had been some seen three foot 
long. The Jews, in the book called the Life and Death of 
Moses, fancy these to have been of such a vast bulk, that 
u their jaw-teeth were like, those of lions." But, it is likely, 
Moses speaks here only of their multitude. For the prophet 
Joel hath such an expression, when he speaks also of their 
being withoutnumber, (Joel i. G.) "Whose teeth arc the teeth 
of a lion/' i.e. they devoured all things greedily and speedily. 

And he turned himself, and went out from Pharaoh.] 
Either Moses did not stay for an answer, knowing he would 
give him none better than formerly; or Pharaoh answered 
so churlishly, that Moses hastily turned about(as the words 
seem to import), and went away in some indignation. 

Ver. 7. And Pharaoh's servants said.] Some of his coun- 
sellors, or courtiers, who feared the word of the Lord, 
(ix. 20.) Or, perhaps the whole court began now to be sen- 
sible of their danger. 

IIoiv long shall this man.] They seem to speak con- 
temptibly of Moses, to please Pharaoh : who they were 
afraid would not like counsel, unless they flattered him. 

Be a snare to its?] The LXX. and the Vulgar translate 
it, be a Stumbling-block: L e. lay before us the occasion 
of our falling into one calamity after another. Or, involve 
and entangle us in so many mischiefs. 



Knowest thou not yet that Egypt is destroyed?] Dost 
thou not consider that so many plagues have ruined our 
country? 

Ver. 8. And Moses and Aaron were brought again unto 
Pharaoh, &c] Upon this advice, he commanded them to 
be called back again : and consented to let them go, with 
some limitations ; to which Moses could not agree. 

But who are they that shall go?~\ In the Hebrew the 
words are, but ivho and zoho? that is, name the particulars. 
For his covetousness would not sutfer the whole nation to 
go ; but he would keep some fast in his hands, as a pledge 
for the return of the rest. 

Ver. 9. And Moses said, We will go with our young and 
our old, Sec. with our flocks and with our herds, &c.] The 
reason of this large demand is given in the end of this verse. 
They did not know what and how often they must sacrifice 
to the Lord : and therefore it was necessary their flocks and 
herds should go with them. And they being to hold a feast 
unto the Lord, none of them were to be absent from the 
solemnity. 

Mold a feast unto the Lord.] It appears from v. 1. 3. 
that it was to be a feast upon a sacrifice: of which every 
one was to be a partaker. 

Ver. 10. And he said unto them, Let the Lord be so with 
you, as I ivill let you go, &c] Most take this for a form of 
imprecation; as if he had said, Iiuish youmay prosper no 
better than I will accord to your desire. But some look 
upon it as an irrision or jeer; as if he had said, you trust 
in the Lord, let him do all he can to deliver you, as I am re- 
solved to keep you here. This justifies the truth of their 
observation, who say that Pharaoh at the first behaved him- 
self like a proud fantastic humourist, who slighted all that 
Moses said or did; but since the plague of murrain on the 
cattle, and blains upon the Egyptians, like a fantastic 
distracted bedlam, who raved, as if his brains had been 
blasted (to use I4r. Jackson's phrase), with the fumes of 
his seared conscience. 

Look you to it, for evil is before you.] It is uncertain, 
whether he meant evil that they designed against him ; of 
which he designed against them. The former best agrees 
w r ith what follows ; as if he had said, you intend a re- 
bellion; therefore T will let none but the men go. Or, 
more plainly, it is visible you design some evil: i.e. you 
have conspired to be gone, and make a revolt. Or, it 
is plain and manifest, by your very countenances, that 
you intend some evil. If we take it the other way, for 
evil which he threatened to them, the meaning must be, 
Mark what I say, I will take a course ivith you, unless 
yoube content to go and sacrifice upon my terms ; i. e. the 
men only. 

Ver. 11. Not so.] You shall not have your will. 

Go now ye that are men and serve the Lord, for that you 
did desire.] So he interprets their demand, (v. 3.) pre- 
tending that women and children needed not to attend upon 
sacrifices. 

And they were driven out from Pharaoh's presence.] It is 
likely he said, I have no more to say to you; or, you know 
my mind, and therefore get you gone: and then commanded 
his officers to thrust them out of doors; which they did 
with some violence. This shews he was in a fury; which 
made him neither regard God nor man: but reject the 
good counsel his own servants had given him, (ver. 7.) as 
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well as the commands which Moses from God had delivered 
to him*. 

Ver. 12. And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out thine 
hand, &c] Upon this, the Lord immediately ordered Mo- 
ses to execute the judgment he had denounced. Which, 
as I said before, was threatened about the seventh day, and 
inflicted upon the next; and removed on the ninth day of 
Abib. Compare ver. 4. 13. 19. 

Ver. 13. And Moses stretched forth his rod over the land 
of Egypt.] Sec viii. G. 

And the Lord brought an east wind, &c] Though the 
Hebrew word kadim cloth properly signify the east, yet it 
is sometimes used for the south, as Bochart hath demon- 
strated, (par. ii. Hieroz. lib. i. cap. 15.) and so the LXX. 
here understood it. For though in Arabia, which lay east 
of Egypt, there were great store of locusts, yet not such 
numbers as were in Ethiopia, which lay south of it; and 
abounded with them more than any country in the world. 
Some people there lived upon nothing else but locusts; 
which were brought thither in the spring, about the vernal 
equinox, in vast quantities; partly by the western, and 
partly by the southern winds,. as the same Bochart shews 
out of good authors, (lib. iv. cap. 3.) And now it was 
about that time of the year, when, by a wind blowing from 
those parts, they were brought into Egypt. (See Psal. 
Ixxviii. 26.) 

Ver. 14. And the locusts went up over all the land of 
Egypt.] Being lifted up by the wind (as Pliny speaks), they 
fly in the air in a great cloud ; which now it seems spread 
itself over all the land of Egypt, "solicitc spectantibus 
populis," &c. (as the same author speaks), people looking 
' on them in great fear, lest they fall down and cover their 
country ; as the words folloM'ing tell us they did here in 
Egypt. 

And rested in all the coasts of Egypt.] After they had 
hovered awhile in the air over the whole country, they came 
down and settled upon the ground in every part of it. 

Very grievous were they.] By their vast numbers. For 
so the word caved, I have often observed, signifies: and so 
the Vulgar Latin here translates, innumerable. 

Before them there were no such locusts, &c] See ver. 6. 

Neither after them shall be such.] i. e. Not in the land of 
Egypt; though in other countries there might; particularly 
in Judea, when God brought this plague upon it, (Joel i. 2.) 

Ver. 15. For they covered the face of the whole earth, 
.&c] The word in the Hebrew which we translate face, sig- 
nifying properly the eye, it induced Onkclos to translate 
this passage, they covered the sun ; which is the eye of the 
earth : that is, there was such a thick cloud of them before 
they fell, that they darkened the sun ; as when they were 
fallen, they darkened the land, as it here follows. Or, the 
meaning is, there were such numbers, that they not only 
covered the earth, but the sun also. For many authors 
mention such prodigious clouds of them, as have so thick- 
ened the sky, that the day hath been turned into night. (Sec 
* Bochart, par* ii. Hieroz. lib. iv. cap. 5.) 

And they 9 did eat every herb of the land, &c] Sec 
ver. 5. 

Ver. 1G. Then PJiaraoh called for Moses and Aaron in 
haste.] This Dr. Jackson not improperly calls, another 
raving fit, or phrenetical symptom; into which this new 
calamity threw him. 



J have siimed against the Lord your God, and against 
you.] Whom he had lately caused to be driven out of his 
presence, (ver. 11.) but now humbles himself before them, 
more than he had done at any time before. For this was 
such a plague as all men accounted a manifest token of 
the Divine displeasure. According to that of Pliny, (lib. 
xi. cap. 29.) " Deorura irac pestis ea intelligitur." This is 
taken for a plague of the anger of the gods: or, as some 
copies have it, " Mira pestis," a wonderful plague sent 
from above. 

Ver. 17. Now therefore forgive, I pray you, my sin only 
this once, &c] Nothing could be spoken more humbly, and 
seemingly penitent, than this supplication; winch includes 
in it also a promise never to offend again. But there was 
no sincerity in it, being the effect only of a great fright, 
which extorted this confession and submission from him, 
without any serious meaning to continue in this resolution. 
" Thus we all naturally think of repenting (as Pcllicanus 
here piously reflects) when we aro in great straits; nay, 
and promise it too, till we are out of danger: when we 
perform little of what we promised, as our whole life tes- 
tifies." 

That he may fake away from me this death only.] We 
cannot gather from hence, that the locusts killed men and 
Tromen as the hail did : for the fields, and the trees, &c. 
are said to die; as well as men, (Gen. xlvii. 19. Job adv. 
8, &c.) But the locusts, destroying the supports of life, 
(by eating up the corn, and the grass, &c.) might, by con- 
sequence, be said to kill the people. In both which re- 
gards, Pharaoh might call them deadly locusts. 

Ver. 18. And he went out from Pharaoh, and entreated 
the Lord.] Both Moses and Aaron were called to Pharaoh; 
and therefore now went both out: but one only is men- 
tioned, viz. Moses; because by his prayers this plague was 
removed. 

Ver. 19. And the Lord turned.] This is supposed to be 
done the next day, as I observed ver. 12. according to 
what is said, viii. 29. 

A mighty strong west wind.] Strong winds are the only 
remedy to free a country from this plague, as Pliny hath 
observed. For if they die in those fields on which they 
settle, the air is so corrupted by the stench, that it breeds 
pestilential diseases. 

Wliich took away the locusts, and cast them into the Bed 
Sea.] That which we call the Red Sea, the Hebrews call 
the Sea of Suph, i. e. of flags; as we translate the word 
Suph, in the second chapter of this book, ver. 3. because 
it was full of a certain weed (which the Latins call alga, 
and the Greeks <j>vkiqv), which some travellers have affirmed 
to be of a red colour, and to make the water appear as if it 
were red also: from whence some fancy it was called* tho 
Red Sea. Certain it is, it had the Hebrew name of Suph 
from hence; there being such abundance of this weed in 
that sea, that the inhabitants of the coast plucking it up 
out of tho water, and laying it in heaps to be dried by the 
sun, it becomes so compact that they build houses of it, as 
Bochartus hath observed in his Phaleg. lib. iv. cap. 29. 
But it is most likely to have had the name of the Red Sea 
from this: that what the Hebrews call the Sea of Suph, 
the nearer neighbours call the Sea of Edom, from the 
country which it washed, viz. Idumaea, (1 Kings ix. 2G. 
Numb. xxi. 4.) From whence the Greeks, who knew not 
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the reason of the name, called it IpvOpav SaAa<r<rav, the Red 
Sea; because Edom, in Hebrew, signifies red, as wfe find 
Gen. xxv. 29. Now this sea (which late writers call Sinus 
Arabicus) lies east of Egypt: and therefore a west wind 
was most proper to drive the locusts thither.- * 

There remained not one locust in all the land of Egypt .] 
The power of God appeared no less in sweeping them all 
away, than in bringing them upon the country: for both 
were done at the instance of Moses. 

Ver. 20. But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, &c] 
See ix. 12. He left him to himself; and did not move him 
to persist in his late good resolution. : 

Ver. 21. And the Lord said unto Moses.] He left off now 
to treat with Pharaoh ; and only proceeds in the execution 
of the sentence of utter destruction, which he had decreed 
against him. 

Stretch out ttiine hand towards heaven.] See ix. 22. 

That there may be darkness over the land of Egypt.] So 
that they should not see any thing at noon-day i 

Even darkness that may be felt.] In the next verse he 
calls it thick darkness : which was made, I suppose, by such 
clammy fogs, that they sensibly affected the Egyptians.' 

Ver. 22. And there ivas thick darkness in all the land of 
Egypt three days.] Some think, that during this three days' 
darkness the Israelites were circumcised ; when the Egyp- 
tians, by reason of the great horror they were in at that 
time, could take no advantage of them. And so Dr. Light- 
foot expounds Psalm cv. 28. " They rebelled not against 
his word;" but submitted to be circumcised. For the 
words seem to signify some special piece of obedience, 
which they then performed. The author of the Life and 
Death of Moses will have it, that they punished and cut 
off several wicked people among the Israelites themselves; 
which they did at this time, that the Egyptians might not 
know it, and rejoice at it. But that which is more certain, 
is, that if the former plague ended on the ninth day, this 
judgment was ordered upon the tenth of the month Abib. 
On which day they began to prepare for the passover, by 
taking up the lamb which was to be then slain four days 
after. And God appointed this to be the first month of 
the year, which hitherto had been the seventh, (xii. 2, 3, 4.) 

Ver. 23. They saw not one another.] We may well look 
upon this as an emblem of the blindness of their minds; 
which was so great, that they had not the least discerning of 
their approaching destruction. Some of the Romans men- 
tion such darkness for a short time, as was counted prodigi- 
ous by Livy and Julius Obsequcns. Particularly at the 
death of the Emperor Carus, there*was such a mist, that 
one man could not know another: (see more examples in 
Huetius, lib. ii. AInet. Quest, cap. 12. p. 203, &c.) But of 
such a darkness as this, which continued to obscure all 
things three days together, there is no record, but in this 
sacred story. Which no man hath the least reason to dis- 
believe; it being as easy for God to continue it for three 
days, as for one hour; there being also a very great rea- 
son for it, both to punish the Egyptians, and relieve tfic 
Israelites. , 

Neither rose any from his place.'] None stirred out of 
their houses: for they could not see one another within 
doors: no, not by the help of a candle, or a fire, as the 
author of the Book of Wisdom understood it, (xvii. 5.) 
where he also supposes, that they were affrighted with ap- 

vol. i. 



paritions; and their own evil consciences were also a great 
terror to them, while they remained prisoners so long in 
dismal darkness. And the Psalmist justifies him, in part, 
when, instead of mentioning this plague of darkness (as 
he doth the rest which were inflicted on the Egyptians), 
he saith, '" God sent evil* angels among, them/'. (Psalm 
Ixxviii. 49.) , 

But all the children of Israel had light in their dwellings.] 
Whereby they were enabled to go about their business, 
and get all things ready for their departure, without any 
notice of the Egyptians, much less any hinderance from 
them; who were in a mist, and could not see what they 
were doing. 

Ver. 24. And Pharaoh called unto Moses.] He was so 
terrified by the horrible apparitions he had seen, that, at the 
end of the three days of darkness, he sent a messenger to 
call Moses : for before that time none could find their way 
to him. Or perhaps the meaning may be, that, in his 
ravening fit, he called for Moses as if he had been near 
him. : , 

And said.] When Moses came, he made his former con- 
fession a little larger: but had not the heart to comply 
entirely. 

Go ye, serve the Lord; only let the flocks and the herds 
be stayed, &c] It was a perfect infatuation to higgle (as 
we speak) with Moses, and still drive his bargain as low 
as he could, when he was reduced to such distress, that he 
was upon the brink of destruction. But this was the effect 
of his covetousness, which was incurable; and would not 
suffer him to part with them, but still to keep a pawn for 
their return to his servitude. :j =■«• * 

Let your little ones go with you,] His blindness made 
him think this a great condescension, because he had de- 
nied it before, (ver. 10,) 

Ver. 25. And Moses said, Tliou must give us also sacri- 
fices and burnt-offerings, that we may sacrifice, &c] The 
difference between sacrifices and burnt-offerings, see xviii, 
12. As they were to sacrifice unto the Lord their God, 
which was the service he required, so they were to hold a 
feast unto him ; at which both sacrifices and burnt-offerings 
were necessary. 

Ver. 26. Our cattle also shall go with us.] i. e. There- 
fore we cannot leave our cattle here, because we must uso 
them in sacrifice, &c. 

There shall not a hoof be left behind.] i. e. The small- 
est thing. For this was a proverbial speech in the eastern 
countries, as appears by the like saying among the Ara- 
bians; which was first used about horses, and afterwards 
translated to other things ; present money even to a hoof; 
that is, they would not part with a horse (or any other 
commodity) till the buyer had laid down the price of it, 
to a farthing, as we now speak. Or, according to the pre- 
sent German language, the hoof may be put for the ^yhole 
beast; and the meaning be, We will not leave so niuch as 
one behind us. So Conr, Pellicanus. 

For thereof must we take to serve the Lord our God.] To 
offer sacrifice to him. 

And we know not tvith what we must serve the Lord, &c] 
Who was to appoint his own sacrifices : as he afterwards 
did, when they came into the wilderness. 

Ver. 27. But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, gec] He 
did not incline Pharaoh to comply with this motion ; but 
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suffercd him to persist in his obstinate resolution, not quite 
to part with them : (see ver. 20.) 

Ver. 28. And Pharaoh said tinto him, Get thee from me.] 
This sounds, as if ho intended again to have him driven 
from his presence, (as ver. 11.) so soon did ho forget his 
own humble confessions and supplications to him, (ver. 16, 
17.) and returned to his frantic rage and fury against him. 

Take heed to thyself, see my face no more: for in that day 
thou seest my face, thou shalt die.'] A speech more foolish 
than proud (as Dr. Jackson observes), to come from a 
man whom the Lord had so much impoverished, and so 
often humbled; and given sufficient proofs of his power, not 
only to bring greater plagues immediately upon him, but 
to cut him off. 

Ver. 29. And Moses said, Thou hast spoken well, I will 
see thy face again no more.] That is, unless I be called 
for; as one would think he was: because Mo$es did de- 
liver one message more to him, (xi. 4. 8.) Though we 
may suppose he delivered it now; or, that he did not de- 
liver it himself, but by some other person. But that doth 
not agree with the last words of ver. 8. of the next chap- 
ter. And we read also, (xii. 31.) that/' Pharaoh called for 
Moses and Aaron by night :" who perhaps did not go, but 
only receive his message. 



CHAP. XL 

Ver. 1. xjlND the Lord said unto Moses.] It is uncertain 
when the Lord spake this : I suppose it was as soon as he 
came out from Pharaoh, at the end of the three days' dark- 
ness; which continued the eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth 
of the month Abib ; and on the fourteenth, in the morning, 
Moses received this new revelation. 

Yet I ivill bring one plague more upon Pltaraoh and upon 
Egypt.] The killing of the first-born; which was the last 
plague inflicted on them in Egypt * 

Afterwards he will let you go hence, &c] Not only 
consent to dismiss you entirely, but be earnest with you, 
and urge you to depart So we find it camo to pass, (xii. 
31. 33.) 

Thrust you out altogether.] Perfectly and completely, 
with some kind of compulsion. 

Ver. 2. Speak now in the ears of the children of Israel] 
Give order therefore to the Israelites, as I formerly pro- 
raised to direct, (iii. 21, 22.) . . 

And let every man borrow of his neighbour.'] See iii. 21, 
22. Unto which this may be added, that some of the ancient 
fathers looked upon this as a piece of justice, that they 
should be paid their wages for the labour they had under- 
gone, in the service of tho Egyptians; which God orders in 
this manner. So Epiphanius, in his Ancoratus, Num. cxii. 
cxiii.l. where he gives this account of the Israelites spoiling 
the Egyptians, That they had served them a long time for 
nothing (he makes account 215 years), and therefore ovk $v 
SUaiov teal traga 9aj> koI av%pd>7roie, &C. was it not just, both 
before God and man, that their wages should be paid them 
before they left the country? See Pctavius on that place. 
And Hacres. lxvi. lxxi. lxxxiii. and Ircnacus, lib. iv. cap. 
49. Tertull. adv. Marcion. lib. ii. cap. 20. And so the 
author of the Book of Wisdom took it, (x. 17.) where he 
saith, the Lord gave the Israelites the goods of the Egyp- 



tians, fiiaSbv k6ttwv airwv, the reward of their labours. (See 
more, xii. 35.) , t . 

Ver. 3. And the Lord gave the people favour in the sight 
of the Egyptians.] According to his promise, (iii. 21.) 

Moreover, the man Moses was very great, &c.] This 
seems to be given as a reason, both why the court durst 
not meddle with Moses, though he had brought so many 
plagues upon them; and why the people were forward to 
grant the Israelites what they desired, because they all 
highly esteemed him, and had him in great reverence, as a 
person that had extraordinary power with God: from 
whence some think it credible, that their posterity might 
give him Divine honours, as is reported by some ancient 
writers. , ( 

Ver. 4. And Moses said, Thus saith the Lord.] It is mani- 
fest (from ver. 8.) that these words were spoken from thq 
Lord to Pharaoh ; but it is a great question, when they 
were spoken. It is commonly thought that Moses said 
this, when he last parted with Pharaoh, and told him, he 
would see his face no mwe, (x. 29.) And then the first words 
of this chapter, must be translated . in the time past, the 
Lord had said unto Moses, that he would bring one plague 
more upon the Egyptians: which he now denounced to 
Pharaoh, because he said he should not have the liberty of 
being admitted to him again. Or else Pharaoh, contrary 
to his peremptory resolution, sent one more to speak with 
Moses; as it is plain he did after tho first-born were slain, 
(xii. 31.) 

About midnight.] About the midst of the following night. 
For they having kept the Passover, in the evening of this 
fourteenth day of Abib, the first-born were slain in the 
middle of that night. Not precisely (the Hebrew indi- 
cates) but it might be a little before or after midnight. (See 
Theodoric Hackspan, of such kind of speeches. Disput 
deLocut. Sacris, N. iv.) 

Will I go out.] By an angel, who was sent from .the 
Schechinah (which resided, in some part of the land of 
Goshen), and ordered to go and do this execution. 

In the midst of Egypt.] Perhaps he means the royal 
city:; where he began this execution, and then smote the 
whole country round about. 

Ver. 5. And all the first-bom hi the land of Egypt shall 
die.] This was the sorest plague that had been hitherto in- 
flicted: nothing being so dear to parents as their children, 
especially their first-born. 

From the first-born of Pharaoh, &c] k e. From the 
highest to the meanest person in the kingdom. 

That sitteth upon his throne.] It is uncertain whether 
this relate to Pharaoh, or to his first-born. The LXX. 
seem to incline to the former; having left out the proncmn 
his, and simply translated it, that sitteth upon the throne. 
But the Chaldee determines it to the latter, by translating 
it, who is to sit upon the throne of his kingdom; i. e. to 
be Pharaoh's successor, tho heir of the kingdom of Egypt. 

The maid-servant that is behind the mill.] None wero 
more miserable than those slaves, whose work it was to 
turn a mill with their hands, and grind corn perpetually; 
especially when they were condemned to tins in a prison, 
nay, in a dungeon: that so we are to understand this, ap- 
pears from xii. 29. The ancient comedians often mention 
this; and we find an instance of such drudgery in the story 
of Samson, (Judg. xvi. 21.) 
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Ver. 6. And there shall be a great cry throughout the 
laud of Egypt, &c] The calamity being general in every 
house, it made a general and very loud lamentation: men, 
women, children, and servants, bewailing the loss of the 
prime person in the family. 

Ver. 7. But against any of the children of Israel, shall 
not a dog move his tongue, &c] A great wonder ! that when 
so many thousand people were upon their march, with 
abundance of cattle, &c. not a dog should stir; who, though 
never so gentle, yet commonly bark when they hear the 
least noise, especially in the night. All travellers know 
this. 

That ye may know how that the Lord doth put a differ- 
ence between the Egyptians and Israel.] This was indeed 
a plain testimony of God's special caTe and providence 
over the Israelites ; that when there was such a great cry 
throughout all the land of Egypt, (ver. 6.) all was quiet, 
still, and silent among them. . . 

Ver. 8. And all these thy servants shall come down to me, 
&c] You that now forbid me to come to you (for Pharaoh 
himself is included, it appears from xii. 31, &c.) shall be 
forced to come to me ; and submissively entreat, nay, press 
me to be gone, &c. 

Come down.] It was a descent from that part of Egypt 
where the court was, unto Goshen: though it may simply 
signify, come to me. 

' Get thee out, and all the people that follow thee.] In the 
Hebrew the words are, that is at thy feet: that is, to the 
very last man. For they that bring up the rear, as we 
speak, or march last after their commander, are said, in 
Scripture, to be at their feet: as Wagenscil hath observed 
in his confutation of R.Lipman's Carmen Mcmorialc. (See 
Gen. xlix. 10.) 

And after that I will go out.] When you shall think I 
oblige you, to leave your country. 

And he went out from Pharaoh in a great anger.] It 
moved the meekest man on earth to a just indignation 
(which, it is likely, he expressed in his countenance and 
behaviour) to sec PhaTaoh remain so stupidly insensible, 
as not to regard this threatening; which he might well 
think would be as certainly executed, as all the rest had 
been. 

Ver. 9- And the Lord said unto Moses, Pharaoh shall not 
hearken unto you.] That is, I told thee at the first how it 
would be, and the reason of it, (iii. 19, 20.) Of which it 
was very proper to put Moses in mind at this time, when 
he was going to fulfil the last part of those words ; "after 
that (after this last plague) he will let you go." 

That my wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt.] 
That he might do one wonder after another until he had 
finished Pharaoh's destruction. (See vii. 3.) 

Ver. 10. And Moses and Aaron did all these wonders be- 
fore Pharaoh.] This seems to be a summary of what hath 
been said hitherto, concerning the wonderful plagues of 
Egypt: which as God designed to inflict upon that coun- 
try, so he did, by Moses and Aaron as his instruments. 

And (lie Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, so that he would 
not let the children of Israel go, &c] The obstinacy of Pha- 
raoh, under several severe judgments, is so notorious, that 
it need be no wonder that the Lord himself hardened his 
heart, so that he would not suffer the people to depart, un- 
til what is here threatened was executed upon him. There 



is nothing more agreeable to the rules of justice, than to 
inflict heavy judgments upon contumacious offenders ; and 
no punishment heavier than to let them undo themselves 
by their own wickedness, and blindly run on, without any 
stop, in their evil courses unto utter ruin. This was the 
case of Pharaoh; of which the heathen had a broken no- 
tion, when they said, " Quos Jupiter vult perdere, prius 
dementat:" Those Whom God intends to destroy, he first 
infatuates. 



CHAP. XII. 

Ver. 1. J§l.ND the Lordspake unto Moses and Aaron, &c] 
We are not told here when the Lord spake this to them ; 
but it is very likely it was on the tenth day of this month, 
before he brought the plague of darkness on the land; 
wherein he gave the Israelites opportunity to prepare for 
their departure : and then he changed this month from the 
seventh (as it was before), to the first, as it here follows. 

Ver. 2. This month.] Which in process of time was 
called Abib, (xiii. 4. xxiii. 15.) because then the corn was 
eared, and grew towards ripeness (for Abib signifies an ear 
of corn), and was in after ages called Nisan, (Nehem. ii. 1. 
Esth. iii. 7.) which is a Chaldec word, denoting this to be 
the month wherein they went out to war ; from nissi7i, which 
signifies ensigns or banners (as Bochart probably conjec- 
tures), which at that season were usually advanced; viz. in 
the spring time. So the Hebrews understand that place, 
(2 Sam. xi. 1.) 

Shall be unto you the beginning of months.] i. e. The prin- 
cipal month of the year. 

It shall be the first month of the year to you.] And there- 
fore was hereafter to begin the year. Which is a plain in- 
timation that the year had another beginning before this 
time, which was in the month they called Tisri, about au- 
tumn ; but was now translated unto the spring. And so 
we find that all the ancient nations began their yeaT, after 
their harvest and vintage, which were the conclusion of 
their year. But from henceforward the Jewish computa- 
tion was from this month of Abib; at least, as to their 
feasts and things sacred; though their civil year still began 
where it did before. For after this, we find the old ac- 
count continued, as appears from xxiii. 16. where the har- 
vest is said to be in the end of the year. And yet the au- 
thor of Meor E Najim (as Guliel. VoTstius shews in his 
observation upon R. D. Ganz) affirms, that the ancient 
Hebrews followed this new account from the time of their 
going out of Egypt, till the building of the temple (in all 
their contracts and affairs using this era of Exodus, in 
memory of that illustrious deliverance), as, after that time, 
till the captivity of Babylon, they dated all their writings 
from the building of the temple. 

Ver. 3. In the tenth day of this montli] This is a law 
which hath respect to all future ages, as well as to this pre- 
sent time; that they should begin to prepare for the Pass- 
over, four days before : for which the Jews give such rea- 
sons as these: viz. it was necessary when they went" out 
of Egypt to make this preparation, lest a multitude of busi- 
ness, when they were pressed to be gone in haste, should 
have made them neglect it. And it was necessary after- 
wards, that they might more narrowly .observe if there were 
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any blemish in the lamb ; and that they might be put in 
mind to dispose themselves for so great a solemnity. 

And it is observable, that our blessed Saviour (the true 
paschal Lamb) came to Jerusalem on this very day (viz. 
the tenth of Nisan), four days before he was offered, (John 
xii. 1. 12.) Yet there are those who think, that this pre- 
cept was peculiar to this time of their departure out of 
Egypt. For they that came, in after ages, out of all parts 
of the country to worship God at this feast, could not so 
well observe it; unless we suppose them to have come 
some days before to Jerusalem, (as it is certain some did, 
John xi. 55.) or to have sent beforehand thither, to have a 
lamb prepared for them, which is not unlikely. 

They also, who think the Egyptians now worshipped 
such kind of creatures, imagine withal, that this day w r as 
chosen in opposition to them : who, because the sun enter- 
ed then into Aries, began on this day the solemn worship 
of this creature, and of that celestial sign. Thus the au- 
thor of the Chronicon Orientale, in express words : " This 
w r asthe day in which the sun entered the lirst sign of Aries, 
and was most solemn among the Egyptians." And there- 
fore God commanded the Israelites to -sacrifice that crea- 
ture which they worshipped. , But there is no certainty .of 
this, nor of what the author of Tzeror Hamor observes, 
that the feast of the Egyptians being at its height on tho 
fourteenth day, God ordered the killing of this lamb at that 
time : which was the greatest contempt of their Coniger 
Aramon (whom they worshipped then with the greatest 
honours), shewing he could be no god whom the Israelites 
ate. 

Tltey shall take to them every rami a lamb.] The word $eh 
signifies a kid as well as a lamb, (Numb. xv. 11. Deut. 
xiv. 4.) and it is evident from the fifth verse of this chapter, 
that they might take either of them for this sacrifice. . But 
commonly they made choice of a lamb, as the fittest of the 
two; beingofamore mild and innocent nature. They that 
are of opinion, the Egyptians now worshipped such crea- 
tures, imagine also this was ordained to preserve the Israel- 
ites from their idolatry, by commanding them to kill such 
beasts as they adored. So 11. Levi ben Gersom, God in- 
tended by this, " to expel out of the minds of the Israelites 
the evil opinion of the Egyptians," &c. 

A lamb for a house.] Some translate it for a family. 
But that is not true : for as tribes were divided into families, 
so were families into houses ; and when many lambs were 
few enough for a whole family, some houses were so small 
that they could not eat one, and therefore were to call in 
the assistance of their neighbours, as it follows in the next 
verse. 

Ver. 4. And if the honsehold be too little for the lamb, 
let him and his neighbour, &c] They were not to be fewer 
than ten persons, nor more than twenty, to the eating of one 
lamb. At w T hich meal, men, women, and children, masters 
and servants (if circumcised) were entertained, and every 
one did eat a piece, at least as hig as an olive, if we may 
believe the Hebrew doctors. 

Everyman, according to his eating, shall ma key our count 
for the lamb.] That is, every master of a house shall take 
such a number of persons to him, as will be sufficient for 
the eating of the lamb. 

Vcr. 5. The lamb shall be without blemish.] In the He- 
brew perfect, or without defect. There are ten blemishes 



mentioned in Levit. xxii. 22 — 24. which made a. sacrifice 
unfit for the altar. About which the heathen themselves 
were very curious, as I noted above out of Herodotus : 
who relates how exact and scrupulous the Egyptian priests 
were in the scrutiny, whether a beast were fit to be offered. 
(See viii. 26.) 

A male.] Because the male, was counted more excellent 
than the female, (Malachi i. 14.) and therefore all whole 
burnt-offerings (which were the most perfect sort of sacri- 
fices) were to be males only, (Lev. i. 3. G.) From hence 
this custom (as Bochart thinks) w T as derived to the Egyp- 
tians; who offered only males, as he proves out of Hero- 
dotus, (par. i. Hieroz. lib. iii. cap. 33. 50.) But whatsoever 
the Egyptians did, the Romans did otherwise : for Servius 
saith, (in iEneid. viii.) " In omnibus sacris faeminini gene- 
ris plus valcnt victimse ;" that sacrifices of the female kind 
were of greatest value in all their holy offices. Such dif- 
ferent fancies there were in the world in after ages ; but 
what opinions they had in Moses's time, none can certainly 
resolve. , ,, 

Of the first year.] It doth not signify that (the lamb was 
to be a year old (for then it was incapable to be offered) but 
under a year old. It was fit for sacrifice at eight days old, 
though not before, xxii. 30. Lev. xxii. 27. (which laws, 
Maimonides saith, were observed in the paschal lamb, as 
they were in the daily sacrifice, Exod. xxix. 38. Numb. 
xxxviii. 3. and in others, Lev. xxiii. 18, 19.) and so it con- 
tinued fit from that time till it was a year old ; after which 
it was not accepted. For which Bochart gives a very 
likely reason in theforenamed book, (par. i. lib. ii. cap. 50. 
p. 585.) 

Ver. 6. And ye shall keep it nnto the fourteenth day of 
the same month.] When it was to be offered to God by all 
the people, as our Saviour was upon the very same day. 
Which the Jews expected, as appears by a memorable 
passage which Andr. Masius (in Josh. v. 10.) quotes out 
of that tract in the. Talmud, called Rosch Hashanash, 
where they say it was a " famous and old opinion among 
the ancient Jews, that the day of the new year, which was 
the beginning of the Israelites' deliverance out of Egypt, 
should in future time be the beginning of the redemption 
by the Messiah." Which was wonderfully fulfilled in our 
Lord and Saviour ; who keeping the Passover the day be- 
fore the rulers of the Jews observed it, it fell out that he, 
the true Lamb of God, was offered on that very day, 
which Moses here appointed for the offering this typical 
sacrifice. 

And the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel 
shall kill it.] God here grants a liberty to any man among 
the Israelites to kill the passover. Which act did not 
make him a priest (whose work it was to offer the blood), 
for in other sacrifices any man that brought them might do 
;the same, (Lev. i. 3, 4, 5.) and this is given as urbason, 
why the people did not kill the passover in Hezekiah's 
time, because they were unclean ; and therefore the Levites 
had the charge of it, (2 Chron. xxx. 17.) 

But, besides this, Moses seems to mean that all the com- 
pany who were to eat, were to be present at the sacrifice : 
by which' means, the ivhole assembly of the congregation of 
Israel were engaged in this service. And this was exactly 
also fulfilled in our Blessed Saviour (whom the apostle palls 
our passover), against whom the priests, and scribes, and 
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Pharisees, and all the people, conspired to take away his 
life. 

In the evening.] In the Hebrew* the words are (as is 
noted in the margin of our Bibles), between the two even- 
ings. The first of which began, when the sun began to 
decline from its noon-tide point, and lasted till sun-set; 
Then began the second evening, and lasted till night. Be- 
tween these two evenings, about the middle of them, was 
the passover offered. For after the offering of incense, 
they began on this day to kill the daily evening sacrifice, 
between two and three in the afternoon (a little sooner than 
on other days), and having finished that, and trimmed the 
lamps (as Maimonides in his treatise on this subject, cap. 
i. sect. 4. describes the order. of it), they went about the 
paschal sacrifice ; which continued till sun-setting. That 
is, there were about two hours and a half for the dispatch 
of all the lambs. For the daily evening sacrifice, and all 
belonging to it, being over in an hour's time (by half an 
hour after three), all the rest of the day till sun-set (which 
was two hours and a half at the time of the year) remained 
for the killing of the paschal lambs. (See Bochart, Hieroz. 
par. i. lib. ii. cap. 50. p. 558. and our learned Dr. Light- 
foot, in his gleanings on Exodus.) Now our three o'clock 
in the afternoon being the same with the Jews' ninth hour, 
it is evident our Blessed Saviour offered up himself to 
God for our redemption about the same time that this 
lamb was slain, for their deliverance out of Egypt, (Mark 
xv. 34. 37.) 

Ver. 7. And they shall take of the blood.] Which was 
the means that God now appointed for their preser- 
vation. 

And strike it.] By dipping a bunch of hyssop into it, 
(ver.22.) 

On the tico side-posts.] Upon which folding-doors moved. 
For from thence, Bochart thinks, they had their name in 
the Hebrew. : 

And on the upper door-posts.*] The Hebrew word mas- 
kuph is no where to be found but in this chapter ; and its 
carrying in it a signification of looking through, may in- 
duce us to think they had lattices at the top of their doors, 
through which they could peep, to see who knocked, before 
they opened them. Both these were sprinkled with the 
blood, but not the threshold, lest any body should tread 
upon it, which had been profane, this being a holy thing.' 
This striking or sprinkling of the blood upon the posts, 
seems to have been peculiar to the first passover at their 
going out of Egypt ; and not to have been used in after- 
times, when there was not the same occasion for it, viz. to 
distinguish their houses from the Egyptians, for their pre- 
servation from the destroying angel. 

In the houses wherein they shall eat it.] In which the 
whole nation was gathered together; and so all delivered. 
Ver. 8. And they shall eat the flesh in that night.] For it 
was not lawful to let any of it remain till the morning, 
(ver. 10.) And the Hebrews say, they were to eat it after 
they had supped, and were w T ell filled with other meat. 

Roast with fire.] Neither raw, nor sodden (as it follows in 
the next verse), for it might be sooner roasted than sodden ; 
and they were in haste to be gone when it was offered. 

And unleavened bread.] Partly to put them in mind of 
their hardships in Egypt (for unleavened bread is heavy 
and unsavoury) and partly to commemorate their deliver- 



ance from thence in such haste, that they had not time to 
leaven it, (ver. 39. Deut. xvi. 3.) 

And with bitter herbs.] They were used for the same 
end, to put them in mind of their hard bondage in Egypt," 
which made their lives bitter to them, (i. 14.) Maimonides 
says, there were five of these herbs, whose names -he men- 
tions: but it is hard for us to tell what they were. That 
great manBochartus hath given some guesses at them ; and 
thinks the first of them was wild lettice, which is extremely 
bitter. (See Hierozoic. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 50. p. G03, &c. 
and his Canaan, lib. ii. cap. 15. p. 857.) < 

Ver. 9. Eat not of it raw.] i.e. Half roasted; when 
some of the blood remains still in it. So Maimonides ex- 
pounds it: and see Hottinger in his Smegma Orient, p. 1G9.* 
For it doth not seem necessary to forbid them to eat it 
quite raw, mankind generally abhorring such food; unless 
we suppose there were such barbarous customs now, as. 
there were in aftertimes; when, in some of. the gentile- 
feasts (particularly those of Bacchus) which had their ori-. 
ginal in Egypt, (as Herodotus tells us, lib. ii. cap. 49. and. 
Plutarch also, lib. de Isid. et Osir.) they tore the members/ 
of living creatures in pieces, and did eat them, the blood, 
running about their mouths, as Julius Firmicus observes. 
But the opinion of Theodoret seems to me probable (Serm. . 
x. Uepl xpi ff /*^), that in old time, the wicked demons were 
in love with the sacrificing of men to them: but when they 
saw mankind began to abhor such sacrifices, and to ab- 
stain from them, as abominable cruelty, then they invented 
rag StafiaarLy watts *ai wfio^payiag, &C Scourgings and whip- 
pings, eating, of raw flesh, and of other such-like rites,, 
(torn. iv. p. 625.) 

Nor sodden at all with water.] It seems superfluous to 
say sodden, or boiled, with water: there being no .other 
way of boiling things. But the Hebrew word bashal sig- 
nifying to roast, as well as to boil, according as the matter 
is, Moses takes away that ambiguity, by adding loithumter; 
and also by expressly naming the opposite to it, but roast 
with fire. Which was ordained in opposition to some gen- 
tile customs in the eastern Countries (if they were so an- 
cient as the times of Moses), where they boiled the flesh of 
their sacrifices, when they prayed to their gods against r 
drought, by the scorching heat of the sun. So Athenasus 
relates, out of Philocorus, that the Athenians did, in their 
sacrifices to the S>pm, who came, in all likelihood, from the 
Egyptian Horus, which signifies Apollo, or the sun. The 
Zabii also were wont to boil kids in milk. 

-Roast with fire.] Contrary to the manneT in all other peace- 
offerings, whose flesb, that was allowed to be eaten, either 
by priest or people, was to be sodden; even in the feast of 
the Passover: as we read expressly 2 Chron. xxxv. 13. 
where these things are accurately distinguished. And 
Maimonides gives this as the reason of it (why they are 
commanded to eat it roasted), because they went out in 
great haste, and had not time to boil it, (par. iii. More Nev. 
cap. 46.) Some of the gentiles in aftertimes roasted their 
meat in the sun, as Heliodorus tells, us, lib. i. Ethiopic. 
And some Grecian women (as Plutarch tells us) did the 
same in their feast called Qzanofyopta. 

His head with his legs, and the purtenance thereof] They 
were to roast the lamb whole ; to avoid perhaps the super- 
stition of the gentiles, . who were wont to rake into the 
bowels of their sacrifices, to make curious observations ; 
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and also (in the Q/io<f>oyta of Bacchus) thought themselves 
full of their deity, when they ate the entrails of their sacri- 
fices, with the blood running about their mouths, as Arno- 
bius tells us. 

Vcr. 10. And ye shall let nothing of it re?nain until the 
morning.] Tins was a law about eucharistical sacrifices, 
(Lev. xxii. 30.) and before that, Lev. vii. 15. (only there 
is an exception in the two following verses, 1G, 17. for sa- 
crifices that were ti vow, or a voluntary offering,) by 
which God provided that holy things should not be in dan- 
ger to be corrupted, or put to profane uses ; and that they 
might not lose their just estimation: as even common meat 
doth, which is not so much valued when it is kept till the 
next day ; for men desire that which is fresh and newly 
dressed. 

In this paschal sacrifice, also, it was the more necessary 
it should not remain, lest they should have been forced, 
either to carry it away with them, which might have been 
troublesome; or, if they left it behind them, it might have 
been profaned, and exposed to contempt by the .Egyptians, 
or at least have been corrupted, which would not have be- 
seemed so holy a meat. Besides, there might have been 
danger also of turning such relics to superstitious uses, 
as the brazen serpent was : God working as great a deli- 
verance by the one, as bythc other. And this we may the 
rather think, because it is certain the ancient idolaters were 
wont to save some part of their sacrifices for superstitious 
purposes, as appears from Baruch vi. 27. Herodotus tes- 
tifies the same concerning the ancient Persians, (lib. i. cap. 
132.) Which the Hebrews might have been easily in- 
clined to do, if they had left any remains of this sacrifice, 
which had such wonderful effects for their preservation. 

And that which remaineth of it till the morning ye shall 
burn with fire.] We read in Macrobius of such a custom 
among the ancient Romans, in a feast called Protervia : 
where the manner was (as Flavianus there saith), " ut si 
quid ex epulis superfuisset, igne consumeretur:" that if 
any thing was left of the good cheer, it should be consumed 
with fire, (lib. ii. Saturnal. cap. 2.) 

Ver. 11. And thus shall ye eat it.] He here orders the 
habit and posture wherein they should partake of the Pass- 
over: which was like travellers, or like those who were 
going about some laborious work. So the three following 
particulars plainly import. 

With your loins girt.] They wearing long and loose gar- 
ments, in the eastern countries, it was necessary to tie 
them up, and gird them about their loins, whensoever they 
either went a journey, or undertook, as I said, any great 
labour ; that so their garments might not be an impedi- 
ment to them, as they would have been, if they had hung 
down about their hoels. (See 2 Kings iv. 29.) 

Your shoes on your feet.] Many fancy this refers to the 
ancient custom of putting off their shoes (which God now 
forbids) when they went to eat, lest they should make the 
beds dirty, on which they lay leaning. But Bochart hath 
demonstrated that this custom was not so ancient; but 
that in Moses's time, and after, they sat at their tables as 
we do now: of which there are many instances, in the 
book of Genesis, and elsewhere. And therefore it is more 
likely the Jews were wont to go without shoes when they 
were in Egypt; for anciently men did so; and that being 
a hot country, there was no need of them. And besides, 



they were so oppressed, that they may well be supposed to 
w r ant many such conveniences cf life. But now God com- 
mands them to put on shoes, being to travel a long jour- 
ney. (See his Hierozoicon, par. i, lib. ii. cap. 50. p. 508.) 

And your staff in your hand.] Still the posture of tra- 
vellers, who never went without a staff; both to support 
them in slippery places, and to defend them against as- 
saults, (Gen. xxxii. 10.) They seem now to have eaten 
the lamb, leaning on their staves ; and therefore stood all 
the time, as men ready to depart. But these were things 
peculiar only to that Passover which they kept in Egypt : 
afterwards they were not tied to them. 

Ye shall eat it in haste.] As men expecting every mo* 
ment to begin their journey. This was the foundation of 
many of the laws about the Passover, as Maimonidcs ob- 
serves, (par. iii. More Nev. cap. 46.) 

It is the Lord's Passover.] To be kept in memory of his 
wonderful mercy in sparing the Israelites, when he de- 
stroyed the Egyptians, and delivering^them from their cruel 
bondage. 

* Ver. 12. For I will pass through the land of Egypt this 
night.] See xi. 4. 

And will smite all the first-born, &c] A most grievous 
judgment; all children being very dear to their parents, 
especially their first-born; and those more especially who 
are their only children, as it is likely they were too many 
in Egypt. It was the sorer plague also, because no man's 
children were spared, that he might comfort his neigh- 
bours; but they were all at the same time bewailing their 
loss. It is not certain by what sort of death they were 
smitten; but it was sudden, and extinguished them all in 
the same moment. 

And against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judg- 
ment.] And so Moses tells us he did, Numb, xxxiii. 4. 
From whence it appears that the Egyptians were idolaters 
in Moses's days; and the Jewish doctors will have it, that 
all their idols were destroyed this night So Jonathan in 
his Paraphrase : " Their molten images w r ere dissolved and 
melted down; their images of stone were dashed in pieces; 
their images made of earth were crumbled into bits, and 
their wooden ones reduced to ashes." Of the truth of 
which we cannot be assured; 8 though we meet with it not 
only in Pirke Eliezer, cap. 48. but in the author of Dibre 
hajamim, &c. or, the Life and Death of Moses: whose 
w r ords are these: "All the first-born, both of man and 
beast, were smitten; the images also and pictures de- 
stroyed; whereupon the Jews borrowing gold, silver, and 
garments of the Egyptians, they went away laden with 
riches, according to what God said to Abraham, (Gen. xv. 
14.) ' That nation whom they serve will I judge ; and 
afterward shall they come out with great substance.'" 
This the heathen seem to have understood (for this story 
reached them) as if they had carried away the gold and 
silver and garments of the Egyptian idols: for so Trogus 
reports it (in Justin, lib. xxxvi. cap. 2.) that when Moses 
led the Israelites out of Egypt, " Sacra ^Egyptiorum furto 
abstulit;" he stole away the holy things of the Egyptians, 
which he makes the reason why Pharaoh pursued them. 
Artapanus also in Eusebius saith, that most of their tem- 
ples were overthrown by an earthquake, (lib. ix. Praepar. 
Evang. cap. 27.) 

There are those, who by Elohim understand nothing 
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but their princes or judges, the great men of the kingdom, 
upon whom the judgment of God was now executed. But 
another place in this book, (xx. 23.) plainly determines it 
to signify images. . 

lam the Lord.] There is no other God but me: as he 
had said he would make both the Israelites and Pharaoh 
also to know, (x. 2. xi. 7.) 

Ver.. 13. And tlie blood shall be to you for a token.] Or 
a sign, by which the Israelites were assured of safety and 
deliverance from the destroying angel. Of which token, if 
we may believe Epiphanius, there was a memorial pre- 
served even among: the Egyptians themselves, though they 
were ignorant of the original of their own rites. For at 
the equinox (which was the time of the Passover) they 
marked their cattle and their trees, and one another, hc/&* 
rov, with red ochre, or some such thing, which they fan- 
cied would be a preservative to them. 

And when I see the.blood.] Wheresoever my angel finds 
this blood upon the door-posts." 

J will pass over you, &e.] Here is the reason of the 
name of pesach, as the Hebrews call it; or pischa, or 
pascha, as it is called by the Chaldees: because God 
ordered his angel to pass over, or pass by, the children of 
Israel, and not to smite any body in their families, when he 
smote every first-born of the Egyptians, (yer. 23.) 

Ver. 14. And this day shall be unto you-for a memorial] 
To. preserve in mind God's wonderful works, which ** he 
made to be remembered/* (Psal. cxi. 4.). that is, ordered 
and disposed things in such a manner, that they should 
not be forgotten: particularly by instituting a festival so- 
lemnity upon this day, as- it here follows. 

And you shall keep it a feast, to the Lord, &c] Called 
the feast of .the Passover: the rites of which are all mani- 
festly contrived to preserve a memory of the benefits they 
now received. 

An ordinance for ever J] To the end of that economy. 
For it often signifies only a long duration, as Deut. xv. 17. 
And here imports no more, but that they should keep this 
ordinance, not only now, but when they came into the land 
of Canaan. . . 

Vcr. 15. Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread.] The 
seven days following the feast of the Passover, were ob- 
served as a distinct festival, and called " the feast of un- 
leavened bread," (ver. 17.) because no bread that had any 
leaven in it, might be eaten all that time. Which the Jews 
expound thus : not that they were, bound to eat unleavened 
bread all those seven days (which was necessary only on 
that night when the passover was killed) but only not to 
eat leavened bread. That was utterly unlawful; but they 
might eat riee, or parched corn, or any such thing. (Sec 
Patavius in Epiphan. Haeres. Ixx. n. 11.) 

At their march, indeed, out of Egypt, they were forced 
to eat unleavened bread (having none else to eat) not only 
for seven days, but for a whole month: that is, from the 
fifteenth of the first month, to the fifteenth and sixteenth 
of the next, when God gave them manna and quails, (xvi. 
1. 12, 13.) But necessity, as I said, compelled them to 
this; they having nothing else to support them in the wil- 
derness during that time; because, through haste, they 
were constrained to bring their dough out of Egypt unlea- 
vened, (ver. 89.) 

Even the first day ye shall put leaven out of your houses.] 



Which they searched with great diligence the evening be- 
fore ; that the smallest erumb might not be left behind. 
So their doctors tell us, particularly Maimonides in his 
treatise on this subject. (See Buxtorf. Synagog. Judaic/ 
cap. 17.) 

That smd shall be. cut off from Israel.] See concerning 
this cereth (or cutting off) y which is often mentioned in 
these books, Gen. xvii. 14. Most think it a punishment 
by the hand of God, and not of man. 

Ver. 16. And in the first day there shall be a holy con- 
vocation, and in the seventh day, &c] The first and the last 
days of the feast of unleavened bread were kept holy (the 
other five were working days), because, as God delivered 
them from their cruel bondage in Egypt upon the first day, 
so he overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea upon 
the seventh. 

No maimer of tvork shall be done in them.] No manner 
of servile work. (See Lev. xxiii. 7, 8.) 

Save only that which every man must eat, &c] He that 
did any other work was to be beaten. For they equal 
these days with the sabbath in this regard; that whatso- 
ever work was forbidden on the sabbath, might not be 
done on any such days as these, which they call good days. 
But they might provide good cheer on these days ; though 
not more than could be eaten. See Buxtorf. Synag. Jud. 
cap. 19. where he shews at large what things might be 
done, and what not on these days, according to the opinion' 
of their doctors. 

Ver. 17. And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened 
bread, &c] He repeats it again because it was a thing of 
great moment, to have these seven days observed entirely, 
and not only the Passover upon the fourteenth day in the 
evening: that they might every year think so long of God's 
great goodness, in delivering them from their miserable 
condition in Egypt, as not to let the sense of so singular a 
benefit slip at any time quite out of their minds. 

By an ordinance for ever.] See ver. 14. . 

Ver. 18. In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the 
month at even, &c] The Passover was celebrated in the 
conclusion of the fourteenth day of this month; just be- 
fore the beginning of the fifteenth day. For the next morn- 
ing, when the Israelites, immediately after they had eaten 
the lamb, were hastened out- of Egypt, was not part of 
the fourteenth day, but of the fifteenth : as we readNumb. 
xxxii. 3. 

Until the one-and-twentieth day of the month at even.] 
That is, for seven days, (as was said before, ver. 15. and 
again is repeated ver. 19.) which began immediately after 
the eating the paschal lamb, in the end of the fourteenth 
day. For if they should be reckoned from the beginning 
of the fourteenth day, there would be not seven, but eight 
days of unleavened bread. 

Ver. 19. Seven days shall there be no leaven found in 
your houses.] This still makes the precept stricter ; that 
they were not only to abstain from any thing leavened, but 
not so much as to have it in their habitations. According- 
ly the Jews tell us, of an exact search which every one 
was bound to make, with lighted wax candles, lest it should 
remain in any corner or erevice of the house. Their scru- 
pulosity in this matter is exactly described by Buxtorf, in 
his Synag. Jud. cap. 17. p. 394. &c. 

Whether he be a stranger, &c] This is one of another na- 
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tion : but had embraced the Jewish religion, by receiving 
circumcision. For none else were admitted to eat of the 
Passover, (ver. 48.) Such a person was called by the 
Greeks, a proselyte. 

Ver. 20. Ye sliall eat nothing leavened.'] This, according 
to the Jews, explains what follows : In all your habitations 
shall ye eat unleavened bread. That is, if they cat any 
bread at all, it was to be without leaven : (sec ver. 15.) 
Accordingly, on the day before the Passover, they were 
very busy in making cakes, which they call mazzoth; with- 
out any butter or oil, or so much as salt in them ; of mere 
water and flour. Which being very insipid, some made 
bold (as their authors tell us) to add eggs and sugar ; and 
sometimes the richer sort made them of mere almonds ; 
both for the honour of the feast (as they pretended) and 
for the comfort of sick and infirm people, as well as to 
render them more pleasant Yet on the first day of the 
feast they would eat none of these, but only the bread of 
affliction (as they called it), made merely of meal and 
water. 

Ver. 21. Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel.'] 
Immediately after he had received the command from God, 
he summoned them to deliver it to the people, that it might 
be put in execution. Concerning elders, see iii. 1G. 

Draw out, and take you a lamb.] It is thus expounded 
by Jonathan in his Paraphrase, withdraw your hands from 
the idols of Egypt, and take a lamb to your families, &c. 
By which it appears, he thought this was opposed to the 
rites of the Egyptians : but I know not on what ground; 
for the Israelites offered no sacrifices there. 

According to your families.] See ver, 3. 

And kill the passover.] It belonged to every man to do 
it, (as was said ver. G.) and now there was no priest, as ' 
yet, ordained : but every father of a family exercised that 
office. I need not mention the manner after which the 
Jewish writers say it was to be slain. 

The Passover.] The Hebrew word pesach signifies prin- 
cipally the angel's passing by the Israelites when he slew 
the Egyptian children. From w T hence it came to signify 
also the lamb that was offered in memory of this deliver- 
ance; and was a means of it at this time. So it signifies 
here, and in many other places. And likewise it signifies 
all the sacrifices which were wont to accompany this 
lamb, and were offered to God with, it, at this festival, 
(Deut. xvi. 2.) And, lastly, the feast itself is called by this 
name, Luke xxii. 1. 

And here it may be fit to note, that the lamb being first 
killed in Egypt, it was killed in every man's house, for they 
had no altar there, nor any other place whero they had li- 
berty to kill it. But after they came to the land of Canaan, 
it was not lawful to sacrifice it any where, but in the place 
which God appointed for his worship, (Dent. xvi. 2.) From 
whence Maimonidcs concludes, that whatsoever they did 
with other sacrifices, yet this could not be offered in the 
high places, but only at the Temple. And it is likely 
they did so in the Wilderness, the Tabernacle being newly 
erected at the keeping of the second Passover, (Numh. 
ix. 5.) 

Ver. 22. And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop.] So the 
leper was to be cleansed, and the house infected with 
leprosy, (Lev. xiv. 6, 7. 49, 50, &c.) and so the prophet 
JJavJd pray? to be purged from his sin, (Psal. li. 9.) 
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AVhcnco it is that Hcsychius calls this herb fioravn oyu//- 
X°v<Ta, an abstersive and purging herb, because it was ap- 
pointed by the law of Moses for this purpose; otherwise, 
there is nothing abstersive in its nature. 

And dip it in the blood that is in the bason.'] The He- 
brew word saph, which is here translated bason 9 is trans- 
lated enp in Zach. xii. 2.- but the LXX. and Vulgar take it 
to signify the door or threshold of the house, where some 
suppose the lamb was killed. Certain it is, that some of 
the vessels of the sanctuary are called in the plural num- 
ber sippim and sippoth, (1 Kings vii. 50. Jcr. Iii. 19.) though 
the vessels which received the blood of the beast at the 
altar of burnt-offerings are called by another name: (sec 
Exod. xxvii. 3.) There were no such now, and therefore 
they received the blood at present in a common bason or 
cup. % • .* 

And strike the lintel, &c] Or sprinkle it, as many under* 
stand it. For there being, as yet, no altar, the blood is or- 
dered to be sprinkled in this manner; having in it some- 
thing of the nature of a propitiation. Because by this sprink- 
ling of the blood, God's displeasure was turned away from 
the Israelites, when it fell upon those houses where his 
blood was not seen. 
' And the two side-posts.] See ver. 7. 

And none of you shall go oat of the door of his house.] 
The destroying angel could have discerned an Israelite 
from an Egyptian though he had met him in the street: but 
this was required, to teach them that their safety consisted 
in being under the protection of the blood of this Iamb, 
which was shed to save their blood from being spilt. Thus 
in the flood there was no safety but in the ark: nor could 
Rahab have been saved, when Jericho was destroyed, out 
of the house where the scarlet thread was tied.' 

Until the morning.] When they were importuned by the 
Egyptians very early (not long after midnight, ver. 31, &c.) 
to be gone with all they had, out of their country. 

Ver. 23. For the Lord tvill pass through to smite the 
Egyptians.] As he had threatened, (ver. 12.) For he re- 
hearses to the ciders what God had told him. 

And when he seeth the blood, &c. tlie Lord shall pass 
over the door, &c] So he had promised before, (ver. 13.) 
Maimonides, being of the opinion that the Zabii and other 
idolaters abhorred the killing of such creatures, thinks that 
God ordained this killing of the lamb, &c. both to purge 
the minds of the Jews from such false opinions, and make 
profession of the contrary; and to persuade men that that 
action which they accounted deadly preserved from death ; 
according to these words, the Lord shall pass over the door, 
&c. (Par. iii. More Nevoch. cap. 4G.) 

Ver. 24; And ye shall observe this thing, &c] Keep "this 
feast, by sacrificing a lamb, and eating no leavened bread ; 
though some of the ceremonies wherewith it was now ob- 
served, in aftertimes were not necessary. 

Ver, 25. When you be come to the land which the Lord 
shall give you, &c] This deliverance is not to be forgotten 
when (3od hath given you rest, in the land he hath promised 
you. But there you are most carefully to preserve the 
memory of it, by keeping this feast every year. And, indeed, 
most think they were not bound to keep it till they came 
thither: but M'hat they did in the wilderness the next year 
was by a special direction, not by virtue of the command 
in this chapter, (Numb. ix. 1, 2, &c.) 
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Ye shall keep this service.] In all things, except what 
was proper and peculiar to their coming out of Egypt. 

Ver. 26. When your children shall say unto you, What 
mean you by this service?] When children were twelve 
years old, their parents were bound to bring them to the 
temple; where, seeing what was done at this festival, they 
would be apt to inquire into the meaning of it. At every 
feast also of the Passover, the eldest person at the table 
instructed all the younger sort, that were there present, in 
the reason of this institution, rehearsing these very words, 
as Conradus Pellicanus observes : "This is the sacrifice of 
the Passover, in remembrance that the Lord passed over 
the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when he 
smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses." . 

Ver. 27. It is the sacrifice of the Lord's Passover,] Or, 
the sacrifice of the Passover to the Lord ; i . e. in honour 
of the Lord, who passed over the Israelites, when he smote 
the Egyptians. It is frequently called by the name of a 
sacrifice, (xxiii. IS. xxxiv. 25. Deut. xvi. 4—6.) and it is 
called corban; which is a name given only to those things 
which were brought to be offered up to God.J See Numb. 
ix. 13. where, as it is called corban, so the same word is 
used for bringing it, which is commonly used about other 
sacrifices. And it further appears to have been properly 
a sacrifice, by the rites belonging to it: for the blood of it 
was sprinkled by the priests, (2 Chron. xxx. 1G. xxxv. 11.) 
Which, though it could not be done here, because they had 
no altar in Egypt ; yet the posts of their houses (as I ob- 
served before) were sprinkled with it ; and it had an effect 
accordingly. 

And the people.] To whom the elders (ver. 21.) reported 
these things from Moses. 

Bowed the head, and worshipped.] Expressed their belief 
of what Moses had said ; and humbly acknowledged God's 
goodness to them. 

Ver. 28. And the children of Israel went away.] To their 
several habitations. 

And did as the Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron.] 
(ver. 1.) They kept the Passover. 

So did they.] According to all the forenamed rites be- 
longing to it. , . 

Ver. 29. And it came to pass, that, at midnight, the Lord 
smote, &c] According to the foregoing threatening, (xi. 4, 
5.) See there. 

The captive that was in the dungeon.] The pit or hole 
under ground. For the Hebrew signifies the lowest part 
of the prison. (See xi. 5.) 

Ver. 30. And Pharaoh rose np in the night, he and all his . 
servants, and all the Egyptians.] I suppose the angel made 
a great noise when he came to give the blow; which made 
the Egyptians start out of their sleep, and behold the ca- 
lamity which was come upon them-. Or perhaps the first- 
born gave such a lamentable shriek, when they were struck, 
that it awakened the whole family. 

And there was a great cry in Egypt.] It is no improba- 
ble conjecture, which was made a great while ago by For- 
tunatusScacchus,in his Mirothec. Ebseochrism,(lib. i. cap. 
C.) that the solemn feast among the Egyptians, wherein 
they went about with candles in the night, seeking for 
Osiris, with tears and great lamentations, took its original 
from Pharaoh's rising up out of his bed at midnight, and 
all the Egyptians with him; who, lighting candles, and 
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finding their children dead, bewailed them with loud cries. 
And it is not unreasonable to think, as he doth, that Pha- 
raoh's eldest son, who was now slain, had the name of 
Osiris : whose sudden death, by this stroke, all posterity 
lamented in one night of the year. Which was when the 
moon was at full, as he observes out of Apuleius: which 
still confirms this conjecture; it being at a full moon when 
this slaughter was made, and the Israelites delivered out 
of Egypt. 

For there was not a house where there was not one dead.] 
If there were any children in it. 

Ver. 31. And he called for Moses and Aaron.] By some 
of his servants whom he sent to them; as ver. 33. seems to 
signify. , ]% \ . 

By night.] He durst not stay till the next morning, for 
fear he should have been cut off also before that time. 
: And said, Rise upl] One would think by this that they 
found them sleeping securely in their beds,, when this 
deadly blow was given to the Egyptians. 

And get you forth from amongst my people, both you and 
the children of Israel, &c] For he was sorely afraid, if they 
stayed any longer, they would bring some greater mischief 
upon him; 

Go, serve the Lord, as ye have said.] He had several 
times made this concession; but was never so much in 
earnest as now. 

Ver. 32. Also take your flocks and your herds, See] Though 
his heart had been often hardened, yet this slaughter of all 
their first-born made such a deep impression upon him, 
that he comes fully up to their terms, yielding for the pre- 
sent to all they had desired ; though he did not continue 
constant in this mind, but soon revolted. 

And bless me also.] Pray for me, as the Chaldee trans- 
lates it. 

Ver. 33. And the Egyptians were urgent upon the peo-. 
pie.] They that brought from Pharaoh a grant of all the. 
Israelites desired (and others also who had lost their chil- 
dren), pressed very hard upon them to accept it, and that 
with all speed: not out of love to the Israelites, but for 
fear they should perish themselves, if they did not leave 
their country. Pharaoh, especially, seeing his first-born, 
the heir of his crown, struck suddenly dead, had reason to 
conclude the next blow would be at his own life. 

To send them out of the land of Egypt.] This shews 
they were not merely dismissed, but entreated, nay impor- 
tuned, to depart. Such a change had this slaughter, and 
the general outcry that followed upon it, made in their 
hearts. 

In haste.) They that were unwilling before to hearken to 
the Israelites' petition, now make their petitions to them : 
and were so glad to be rid of them, that they would not 
buffer them to delay their departure : nay, made a golden- 
bridge (as we speak) for their speedy passage out of Egypt, 
(ver. 35, 36.) 

For they said, We be all dead men.] They were desirous 
the Israelites should enjoy their liberty, rather than they 
lose their own lives. 

Ver. 34. And the people took their dough, before it was 
leavened.] They seemed to have newly mixed their flour, 
and w r ater together, and kneaded it into paste or dough, as 
we translate it : but had not put any leaven into it, nor had 
time to make it into cakes, and bake them. 
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Their Jcneading-troughs.] The Hebrew word compre- 
hends both the dough and the tiling wherein it was con- 
tained : which in viii. 3. we translate ovens, and here knead- 
ing-troughs, in which their dough was carried. 

Being bound up in their clothes.] The Hebrew word for 
clothes, signifies any thing that covers another; or wherein 
it is WTapped : as the dough was in linen-clothes, it is most 
likely (for that is usual), to keep it from the cold air, w r hich 
was sharp in the night, and would have hindered its rising. 

On their shoulders.] For we do not read of any waggons or 
horses they had for the carriage of their goods out of Egypt. 

Ver. 35. And the children of Israel did according to the 
word of Moses.] Who had commanded them from God, to 
do as it here follows, (xi. 1, 2.) which was their warrant, 
and justified the fact. 

And they borrowed of the Egyptians, &c.] So most un- 
derstand it : though some think it was a free gift which the 
Egyptians bestowed upon them; when they were very de- 
sirous (as we read before) to have them gone out of their 
country ; which made them not only entreat but hire them 
to depart. So Jacobus Capellus, ad A. M. 2503. They 
that had denied them leave to go away for a few days (saith 
he), now press them to depart with all speed; "quinetpre- 
cibus Israelitas demulcent, ac donis onerant iEgyptii : v (see 
iii. 23.) But it is commonly thought, that the Egyptians 
imagined the Israelites only desired to appear as well 
adorned as they could before their God, at the great feast 
they were to hold in the wilderness, and so they readily 
lent them these jewels and fine clothes to deck them- 
selves withal ; which they hoped would be restored to them 
again as soon as the sacrifice was over. 

Ver. 36. And the Lord gave the people favour, &c.] As 
he had promised, iii. 21. and see xi. 3. 

So that they lent them such things as they required.] 
Though the men borrowed as well as the women, (xi. 3.). 
yet the women are only mentioned, (iii. 23.) because they 
borrowed most: and the women and maidens of Egypt 
might be the more willing to bestow their jewels and car- 
rings upon them, that they mightwoo their husbands, child- 
fen, and relations, to be gone with all speed. 
1 And they spoiled the Egyptians.] God hath a supreme 
right to all things; and there was a just cause why he 
should transfer the right of the Egyptians unto the Israel- 
ites. (See xi. 2:) Unto which add this story, which is told 
in the Gcmara of the Sanheclrin ; that in the time of Alex- 
ander the Great, the Egyptians brought an action against 
the Israelites, desiring they might have the land of Canaan, 
in satisfaction for all that they borrowed of them when 
they went out of Egypt. To which Gibeah ben Kosam, 
who was advocato for the Jews, replied ; that before they 
made this demand, they must prove what they alleged, 
that the Israelites borrowed any thing of their ancestors. 
Unto which the Egyptians thought it sufficient to say, that 
they found it recorded in their own books ; mentioning this 
place. Well then, said the advocate, look into the same 
book, and you will find the children of Israel lived four 
hundred and thirty years in Egypt : pay us for all the la- 
bour and toil of so many thousand people as you employed 
all that time, and we will restore what we borrowed. To 
which they had not a word to answer. Tertullian mentions 
such a controversy, or plea between the two nations, (lib. 
ii. advers. Marcion.) where he relates this from an ancient 
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tradition. (See Mr. Selden, lib. vii. de Jure Nat. et Gen. 
cap. 8.) Besides this, it is not impertinent to observe, 
that the Egyptians were declared enemies to the Jews : 
now it is not unlawful to spoil an enemy; nor ought this, 
upon that account, to be called a theft. This reason Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus joins to the former: (see lib.i. Stro- 
mat. p. 345. D.) But nobody, I think, hath expressed this 
in better words, and more full of sense, than our famous 
Dr. Jackson, book x. upon the Creed, chap. 40. where con- 
sidering God, as become the King of this people, in a pro- 
per and peculiar manner; and considering, also, what un- 
suffcrable wrongs the king and people of Egypt had done 
unto this people of God, who were now become his pecu- 
liar subjects, or proprietary lieges; he concludes, that this 
fact, even by the course of human law, or law of nations, 
was more justifiable, than royal grants of letters of mart, 
or other like remedies are, against such other nations as 
have wronged their subjects, or suffered them to be wronged 
by any under their command, without restitution, when 
they solemnly, or by way of embassy demanded it. In 
short, whatsoever the Hebrew women took from the 
Egyptians, they took and possessed, bythclaw of reprisal: 
that is, by virtue of a special warrant, granted by the Lord 
himself, as he was now become, in special, not only the 
God of his people, but their King. 
- Ver. 36. And the children of Israel journeyed from Ra- 
meses.] Whether this were a city or a country, the Israel- 
ites seem in this place to have made a general rendezvous 
(as we now speak), it being well known to them; for'they 
were thereabout first planted, (Gen. xlvii. 11.) 

Unto Succoth.] This being the fifteenth of Nisan, they 
began to keep the feast of unleavened bread at this place : 
called Succoth from the booths or tents which were here 
firsterected (no houses being there), wherein they continued 
while they lived in the wilderness ; and many preferred 
them before houses, when they came to Canaan. Whence 
we read so often, such expressions as these : To thy tents, 
O Israel ; or, They weiit every man to his tent. 

It is an idle fancy of R. Solomon upon this place, that 
they travelled this day one hundred and twenty miles, and 
that in an hour, because it is said(xix. 4.) that God carried 
them on eagles* wings. Some will have this place called 
Succoth, because the cloud of glory began here first to 
overspread them. 

About six hundred thousand on foot that were men.] i. e. 
Were twenty years old, and upward ; all fit for war. 

Besides children.] If we reckon all under twenty years 
of age, with all the women and old men, there could not be 
less than fifteen hundred thousand persons. A vast increase 
in the space of a little more than two hundred years, from 
seventy persons that went down into Egypt. 

Ver. 3S. And a mixed mxdiitude went up also with them,] 
Some think these were only a rabble that marched along 
with them ; imagining they would return at three days' end. 
Which when they saw they did not they began to mutiny, 
and quarrelled with Moses, &c. as the author of Dibre 
Hajamim tells the story. Others think that many Israelites 
had made marriages with the Egyptians (as some it is plain 
did, Lev. xxiv. 10.) who now accompanied them at their 
departure, being loath to leave their relations. But it is 
most probable they were proselytes of the gate (as the 
Jews call them), who had renounced idolatry, but were not 
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entered into the covenant, by being circumcised. (See Sel- 
den, lib. i. de Syncdriis, cap. 3.) It is uncertain* what 
number there was of these; but it appears they were a mul- 
titude. 

And flocks mid herds, and very much cattle.'] Some of 
which perhaps belonged to the mixed multitude : for they 
among the Egyptians that feared the Lord's word, pre- 
served their cattle from the stroke of the hail, which de- 
stroyed all that was in the field, (ix. 20.) 

Ver. 39. And they baked.] When they came to Succoth. 

Unleavened cakes, &c] The Scripture often mentions 
such bread, (Gen. xviii. 6. Numb. xi. 8. 1 Kings xvii. 12.) 
for it was not leavened. They could not stay till it was 
leavened ; being thrust out in baste as they were preparing 
it, (ver. 33.) which doth not signify that they put leaven to 
it, when they came to Succoth (as Grotius understands it), 
for that was inconsistent with the feast of unleavened 
bread; which they were commanded to keep, (ver. 15.) 
and which it is reasonable to suppose they now observed, 
as well as killed and eat the paschal lamb, (ver. 6. 28.) 

Neither had they prepared themselves any victuals.] This 
justifies what I observed upon ver. 15. that they lived 
a whole month upon unleavened bread, till God sent them 
manna to cat. 

Ver. 40. Now the sojourning.] So the Hebrew word 
moshab most certainly signifies ; not merely dwelling (as 
the Vulgar Latin renders it) but dwelling like strangers, 
who are not in their own country. Thus Abraham is said 
to sojourn, (Gen. xx. 1.) and Isaac and Jacob, (xxviii.4;) 
And therefore, whereas the Roman copy of the LXX. reads 
here KaroiKt\mQ, the habitation, the Alexandrian copy hath 
7rapotKn<ng, the peregrination or sojourning, as we well trans- 
late it. 

Of the children of Israel.] These words comprehend 
their fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ; as is evident 
from hence : that otherwise Israel himself should not be 
included in this sojourning, who was the person. that 
brought them into Egypt, and lived there with his family 
seventeen years. Nor is anything more ordinary in Scrip- 
ture, tHan under the name of the father to comprehend all 
his posterity; and likewise, when the posterity is only men- 
tioned to intend also their fathers: there being such a near 
union between parents and children, that they arc consi- 
dered as one person, (Deut. xxvi. 5. 9. Judg. x. 11, 12. 
Hosea xii. 4. and many other places.) And therefore the 
Samaritan copy here rightly reads, the habitation of the 
children of Israel and of their fathers, &c. Which is not 
to be taken for a translation of these words, but an inter- 
pretation. And so some copies of the LXX. had it, as St. 
Austin observes, anciently; and Drusius lately mentions 
an edition, wherein it was thus paraphrased, awoi kal ol 
itariptg axrrtjv, they and their fathers. 

Wlio dwelt in Egypt.] Here also the Samaritan copy hath 
it (as an explication, no doubt, not a literal translation), 
who dwelt in the land of Canaan and in Egypt. And so 
the Vatican edition of the LXX. The habitation of the 
children of Israel, which dwelt in the land of Egypt and 
in Canaan. Which i$ no late addition, but was in ancient 
copies; for Abcn Ezra testifies in his commentary on this 
place, that they thus explained it, which dwelt in Egypt 
and in other countries: as Drusius observes, in his Quse- 
sita per Epistolam, 51. 
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Was four hundred years.] That is, from the time of Abra- 
ham's coming from Charran into the land of Canaan (when 
this sojourning began till their going out of Egypt, was just 
four hundred and thirty years. For from Abraham's 
coming to sojourn in Canaan, to the birth of Isaac, was 
tiveniy-five years; and Isaac was sixty yeaTS old when he 
begat Jacob ; who was a hundred and thirty years old 
when he 'went down into Egypt: which numbers put toge- 
ther, make two hundred and fifteen years. And from his 
family's coming into Egypt, till their departure, was just as 
many more. Which agrees perfectly with what the apo- 
stle saith, that the promise made by God to Abraham and 
his seed could not be made void by the law, which was 
four hundred and thirty years after, (Galat. iii. 16, 17.) 
Now the first promise made to Abraham was, when God 
bade him go to Canaan, Gen. xii. 3. (See Gen. xv. 13.) 
There are some, indeed, that reckon their stay in Egypt to 
have been only two hundred and ten years ; and then they 
took in the five years Abraham stayed at Charran, after he 
left Ur of the Chaldees, to make up these four hundred and 
thirty years : of which opinion is Drusius, in the place 
abovementioned. But Josephus saith expressly, that they 
departed out of Egypt, StaKoaioig irpbg rolg StKcnrevTE Iviav- 
Totg vvteqov, two hundred and fifty years after Jacob came 
into it, (lib. ii. Autiq. cap. 5.) 

All. the difficulties that have been raised by commenta- 
tors in the exposition of these words, are avoided by this 
interpretation; if we admit, that is, only these two synec- 
doches (the figure of part for the whole), first, that under 
the name of the children of Israel is comprehended Israel 
himself, with his father and grandfather : and secondly, 
that their sojourning comprehends the whole time that this 
nation dwelt in a land that was not theirs ; half of which 
time, at least, was spent in Egypt. (See Guliel. Vorstius, 
in his notes upon Tzcmach David, p. 200, 205. Ludov. 
Capellus Chron. Sacra, p. 135.) But especially our most 
learned primate Usher, Chron. Sacr. (cap* 8.) where he 
largely confutes the contrary opinion; which, if anyone 
desire to see defended, I know none that hath done it 
better than Gerhardus I. Vossius, in his Isagoge Chrono- 
logica Dissert, vii. cap. 1, &c. where he fairly represents the 
arguments on both sides ; but inclines himself to think the 
children of Israel dwelt four hundred and thirty years in 
Egypt ; and endeavours to answer those who assert that 
interpretation which I have given, (cap. xii.) But acknow- 
ledges ingenuously (cap. 6.) that it is the sense, not only 
of the ancient Jews but of the ancient Christians (such as 
Euscbius, Epiphanius, and St. Chrysostom among the 
Greeks, and St. Jerome, St. Austin, &c. among the Latins), 
and of a vast number of later writers. 

Ver. 41. And it came to pass, at the end of the four hun- 
dred and thirty years.] These years (says St. Jerome in 
Galat. iii.) arc to be computed, "ab eo tempore, quo Dcus 
ad Abrahamum locutus est," &c. from the time when God 
said to Abraham,'" In thy seed shall all nations be blessed; 9 ' 
t. e. when he went first to Canaan. 

Even the selfsame day it came to pass.] They all went 
out on one day : or, they went out that very day four hun- 
dred and thirty years after Abraham. came to Canaan. So 
faithful was God in his promise to his faithful servant. 

That all the hosts of the Lord, &c] So they arc called, 
for the LoTd was become their king (as I observed, iii. 10.) 
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and now led them forth as their captain general. And this 
word hosts imports that they went out not confusedly, but 
in good order ; (see xiii. 18.) which is the more wonderful, 
there being such a vast number of them, (ver. 37, 38.) that 
one would think they could not so soon get together, espe- 
cially in any order. But Josephus hath well resolved this : 
That Hoses, having notice of God's intentions some days 
before, (see ver. 1.) had disposed them for their departure, 
koX StaraSae ug fparptag, and distributing them into several 
companies, had appointed them the place of general rendez- 
vous, as we now speak : or at least directed who should 
march first, and what order they should observe, that they 
might not hinder one another in their march. - 

Ver. 42. It is a night to be much observed.'] In the He- 
brew (as the "margin notes) a night of observations. That 
is, a very remarkable night; or a night in which there 
were many precepts to be observed, as some will have it. 
Or, as Conradus Pellicanus, a night in which the Lord, 
sifter a special manner, watched over the children of Israel. 
For which reason the Jews expect their Messiah to come 
in this night; foolishly imagining he will then. find them all 
most ready to' follow him to Jerusalem. For they are now 
corrupted in ancient tradition, which (I observed before, 
ver. C.) was remarkably fulfilled in our Saviour's suffering 
that very evening, when the paschal lamb was" killed, and 
the children of Israel redeemed from the Egyptian bondage. 

Unto the Lord.] In honour of him, who had graciously 
begun to fulfil his promise made to their forefathers, (vi. 
2—4.) 

This is that night of the Lord, &c] Which God hath com- 
manded to bo observed; because they came out at that 
season, (Dent. xvi. 6.) under his conduct from the Egyptian 
bondage. Or, it may be called that night of the Lord, be- 
cause his power, and mercy, and faithfulness to bis pro- 
mises, so signally appeared that night. 

Ver. .43. And the Lord said unto Moses and Aaron.] At 
the same time, I suppose, that he instituted the Passover, 
(ver. 1.) he added this caution about it. 

This is the ordinance of the Passover.] A further rule to 
be observed at this feast. 

There shall no stranger eat thereof] Several of the Jewish 
doctors, by the son of a stranger, understand an apostate 
from the religion of Israel to strange worship, i. e.. idolatry ; 
as Mr. Selden observes, (lib. i. de Synedr. cap. 12. p. 479.) 
But it is not to be so restrained, as appears from the next 
verse: which is a further explication of this. "Wherein he 
ordains, that no man who did not embrace their faith and 
religion should eat of the Passover, though he was a pro- 
selyte so far as to be permitted to live among them. For 
this being a commemoration of the great deliverance be- 
stowed upon the Israelites, none but they were to partake 
of it; unless they would be circumcised, and thereby come 
into the covenant made with Abraham. Which gave them 
a title to all the privileges of his children; and obliged them, 
as well as the natural Israelites, to give public thanks for 
this work of their redemption from Egyptian bondage; to 
worship and serve their God according as he directed. 

Ver. 44. And every man-servant that is bought for mo- 
ney.] As many were in those times and countries ; who be- 
came their master's proper goods, as much as their cattle. 

Wlxen thou hast ciraimcised him, then shall he eat thereof] 
ile was hot to be circumcised against his will ; but if he 



refused, after a year's trial (as Maimonidcs expounds it), to 
receive circumcision, his master was to sell him again. 
For it is very unreasonable to think, that he was to be com- 
pelled to be circumcised, as those Hebrew doctors seem 
to understand it, who say, " That both master and servant 
were forbid to eat of it, till the servant was circumcised." 
(See Selden, lib. ii. dc Synedr. cap. 1.) Where he shews at 
large, that, according to the Hebrew doctors, no man was 
to be admitted a proselyte, to partake of the paschal lamb, 
unless his whole family was circumcised with him, both 
children and servants. 

Ver. 45. A foreigner.] The Hebrew word toschab, lite- 
rally signifies a dweller or inhabitant; by which name those 
pious gentiles were called who renounced idolatry, though 
they did not embrace the Jewish religion; because they 
were permitted to settle among them, and dwell in their 
country, which was not allowed to other foreigners who 
continued idolaters. (See Selden, lib. ii. de Jure N. et G. 
cap. 3. et cap. 5.) Where, ho observes, Maimonides makes 
this exception, that no such persons might dwell in Jeru- 
salem, because of the singular holiness of that city; but any 
where else they might, without the profession of Judaism. 

And no hired servant.] Some of them were servants to 
the Jews, and so dwelt in the same house with them : and 
were called hirelings, when they bound themselves to serve 
their masters for three years : as the Jews gather from 
Isa. xvi. 14. 

Ver. 46. In one house shall it be eaten, &c] In the first 
night wherein this sacrifice was slain, they were enjoined 
not to stir out of doors, (ver. 22.) and therefore not to carry 
forth ought of the flesh abroad in another house. • Besides, 
they were in such haste, that they had no time to send mes- 
sengers from one house to another; which Maimonides • 
makes the ground of this precept, (More Nevoch. par. iii. 
cap. 46.) In aftertimes also, that law being in force, (ver. 
4.) that lesser households, who had not company enough 
to cat the lamb up, should join with some other; it is here 
explained, that, for maintenance of friendly society, they 
should not divide the lamb, and carry half of it to another 
house, but all meet together in one, and feast upon it. 
Which the ancient fathers looked upon as a figure of the 
unity of the church of Christ. 

This seems to be the most natural interpretation, that it 
should be eaten under one roof. But R. Simeon saith, 
" That God only bound them to eat in one company or 
society, not in two ; but it was lawful for that family or 
society to eat it in two places, if they pleased." (Halicoth 
Olam, par. iv. sect. 3.) 

Neither shall ye break a bone thereof] The Jews fancy 
this law doth not speak of the lesser bones; but only of 
those in which there was some marrow. So Maimonides 
in his treatise on this subject, (chap. 10. sect. 1.) And in- 
deed, being eaten in haste, they could not have time to 
break the bones, and suck out the marrow: which in the 
place beforcnamed (in his More NevochLm), he makes the 
foundation of this precept : which was exactly fulfilled in 
the true Paschal Lamb ; of which this was a figure, when 
he was offered for us, as St. John observes, (xix. 33. 36.) 

Ver. 47. All the congregation of Israel shall keep it.] 
Women and children, as well as men. In aftertimes, in- 
deed, only men were bound to come up at the three feasts, 
(xxiii. 17. xxxiv. 23. Dcut. xvi. 16.) But devout people 
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were wont to carry up their wives and children with them, 
as appears by Elkanah, (1 Sam. i. 3, 4.) and by Joseph, 
who went up with the blessed Virgin, (Luke ii. 41.) And 
that place in Samuel informs us, that their sons and 
daughters did cat of the sacrifice. 

Ver. 48. JFIien a stranger shall sojourn with thee, and 
will keep the Passover, &c] See ver. 43, 44. 

No ttncircitmcised person shall eat thereof] Which is the 
reason, some have thought, why they observed no Passover, 
as far as we can find, after that in the very next year that 
followed their coming out of Egypt; because they were 
generally uncircuro^ised. But this seems to relate to men 
of another nation : who, though they were not admitted to 
cat of the lamb, unless they received circumcision ; yet 
having renounced idolatry, the Jews say they might eat of 
the unleavened bread, and of the bitter herbs. 

Ver. 49. One law shall be to him that is home-born, &c] 
Nothing could be more equal than this, that no man should 
enjoy this privilege who was not of their religion ; but who- 
soever embraced it should partake of the same benefits. 

Ver. 50. Thus did all the children of Israel] They kept 
this passover ; and afterwards another, by a special direc- 
tion, (Numb, ix.) but afterward, during their stay in the 
wilderness, they seem to have omitted it; because they 
omitted circumcision, without which (ver. 48.) they were 
not capable to partake of it. -* s 

As the Lord commanded Moses and Aaron, so did they.'] 
Observed it according to all the rites here enjoined: 
though in future ages several of them were omitted, as 
peculiar to this time. 

Ver. 51. And it came to pass, the self-same day, &c] On 
the day after they celebrated the Passover, they began their 
march out of Egypt. Which was a thing so notorious, that 
the memory of it was preserved in nations far distant from 
them : though the story was much corrupted, for want of 
the knowledge of these sacred records. For Strabo men- 
tions it (to name no more), but saith the report was, that 
the Jews were descended from the Egyptians (which 
might be believed by strangers, because they dwelt so long 
in that country), and that Moses was an Egyptian priest, 
who had a certain part of that country; but being dissatis- 
fied with the present state of things forsook it, and many 
worshippers of God (noXkolTtfxwvT^ rb Ouov) followed him. 
For he affirmed and taught that the Egyptians had not 
right conceptions, who likened God to wild beasts and 
cattle : nor did the Africans or Greeks conceive of him 
better, who represented him like to men : urj yap tv tovto 
/iovov Szbg, to TTtpiixov v t fiag airavrag kcu yt}v kcu Sakarrav, o 
Kokovfizv ovpavbv ical ko<t/xov : For there is but this one only 
God, that which comprehends us all, and the earth and the 
sea, which we call heaven, and the world, &c. In which 
words, he makes Moses not so foolish as the Egyptians 
and other nations, but attributes a senseless opinion to 
him (that the world, which we see, is God), if this be the 
right reading of his words. But I rather think the place is 
corrupted, and it should be, tig ovrog /xovoc Owg 6 ttqiwv to 
irtp&xov, &c. For this is Moses's true opinion, with which 
he begins his books, that " he only is God who made the 
heaven and the earth." And this perfectly agrees with 
what follows in Strabo, That no image can be made of 
this God, and therefore a temple without any image must 
be erected to him, &c. Which is not true, if we take the 



visible world to be God ; for the image of the heaven and 
the earth may be made, as well as of a man or a beast. 
However, it is true which he adds, That Moses per- 
suaded many good men, and brought them into that coun- 
try, where Jerusalem is the chief city ; where they lived a 
long time happily, dtKatowpayovvTzg kcll Qzoazfiug wg a\t)Q<og 
qvtzq, doing justly, and being sincerely religious. Which 
is a notable testimony from a pagan, to be noted " aureis 
' Uteris," with letters of gold, as Casaubon speaks in his 
Annotations on this place, (lib. xvi. p. 760, 761.) 



CHAP, XIII. 

Ver. 1. JjLND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] After 
they came to Succoth ; where I suppose the Schechinah ap- 
peared to him, as it had done in Midian and in Egypt ; to 
direct him in his conduct. 

Ver. 2. Sanctify unto me the first-born,] Separate, or set 
apart, from common uses, for I appropriate them to my- 
self, as it follows in the end of the verse. This word 
(sanctify) as our Mr. Mede observes, signifies differently 
in several conjugations. Sometimes it signifies to devote, 
and consecrate to the service of God ; and sometimes to 
use a thing as holy, being already devoted to him. And 
thus he reconciles this place, where he bids him sanctify 
all the first-born (i\ e. look upon them as things separated 
to his own use, and therefore not to be used by them), with 
another place, (Lev. xxvii. 26.) where he saith concerning 
the first-born, " No man shall sanctify it, it is the Lord's ;" 
i. e. the Lord hath already set it apart to himself, and there- 
fore no man is to consecrate that again, which God hath 
already consecrated, that is, taken for his own. (See lib. ii. 
de Sanctuario Dei, p. 552.) 

First-born.] There were two sorts of first-born. Some.who 
were the first-born of the father, called " the beginning of 
his strength," (Deut. xxi. 17.) The other, the first-born , 
of the mother, which are called here, " whatsoever openeth 
the womb." The Hebrews mako a great difference be- 
tween these two ; and say, that to the former sort belong 
the prerogatives, both of having the inheritance of his fa- 
ther, and also the priesthood : but to the latter only belongs 
one of these prerogatives, viz. the priesthood. And they 
gather it from this very place, " whatsoever openeth the 
womb" (which is the first-born of the mother) is mine ; i. e. 
shall be employed in my service. But instead of these, 
God took the Lcvites to attend upon him, (Numb. iii. 12.) 
After which, the first-born were to be redeemed at a cer- 
tain rate, which was part of the priests' maintenance, 
(Numb, xviii. 15, 16.) See Selden de Successionibus, ad 
Leg. Hebr. cap. 7. 

Among the children of Israel.] Whom this precept con- 
cerned peculiarly, but no other people. Therefore the 
Jews say, that if one of them and a gentile had any beast 
in common between them, the first-born was free (as their 
phrase is), because it is here said, among the children of 
Israel, not the gentiles. (See Buxtorf. Synag. Jud. cap. 38.) 

Both of man and beast.] And is further directed and ex- 
plained, (ver. 12, 13.) 

It limine.] And therefore was to be offered to God, if it 
were a male of any beast; only an ass was to be redeemed, 
(xxxiv. 19, 20.) God intended by this law to teach them 
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(saith R. Levi Barzelonita) tliat the whole world was his; 
and that men had nothing in it, but by his gracious grant: 
who challenged the first-born of every thingto himself, be- 
cause all was his. For the first-born male was dearer to a 
man, saith he, than the apple of his eye (as no doubt he 
whs), yet ho was bound to consecrate him to God. But the 
plainest reason of this law was, to put them in mind of God's 
miraculous providence, in sparing their first-born, when 
those of the Egyptians were all killed. To which the Jewish 
doctors add a more ancient right God had to them: being 
the persons who sacrificed to God, before priests were or- 
dained by the law of Moses. So Onkelos takes the " young 
men,"(xxiv. 5.) to have been the first-born, and the priests 
mentioned xix. 22. (Aben Ezra also upon Numb, xvi. 1. 
saith the same), the truth of which I shall examine there. 

Ver. 3. And Moses said nnto the people.] God seems to 
have commanded Moses, at the same time he gave this 
precept, to repeat here at Succoth what he had said to 
them in Egypt, concerning the observation of the Passover, 
and of the feast of unleavened bread. It being of great 
momont to have the benefits hereby commemorated in per- 
petual remembrance. 

Remember this day, &c] Which was the first day of un- 
leavened bread; commanded to be kept holy, (xii. 16.) 
!• For by strength of hand the Lord brought you out.] That 
is, by a miraculous power; which constrained Pharaoh to 
let you go, much against his will. So God promised at 
his first appearance to Moses, (iii. 19.) 

There shall no leavened bread be eaten.] ' Unleavened 
bread was to be eaten on the Passover night, and after- 
wards no leavened bread. See xii. 15, &c. where this is' 
represented as the sense of the Jews : but the sixth and 
seventh verses following seem to say otherwise. 

Ver. 4. This day came ye out] In the morning of this 
day they began their march. 

In the month o/Abib.] This word Abib signifies an ear 
of corn: for then barley began to ear. The Syriac word 
hababa hath something of its sound, which signifies a 
flower: and so they here translate it, the month of flowers. 
Whence Macarius saith, God brought Israel out of Egypt, 
lv n£ firtvl T&V avS&v, in the month of flowers; when the 
pleasant spring first appeared. (Sec xxiii. 15.) 

Ver. 5. And it shall be when the Lord shall bring thee 
into the land, &c] From hence they conclude, this precept 
did not oblige them in the wilderness: but it was by a 
special direction and command that they observed it the 
year after this, (Numb. ix. 1, 2, &c.) See xii. 25. 50. In 
confirmation of which, (Deut. xii. 1.) is alleged, where he 
begins to recapitulate all the laws they were to observe in 
Canaan ; among which this is one, (xii. 5, 6.) yet this alone 
would not have been sufficient to prove this (for he might 
be thought now only to reinforce his laws, at their entrance 
into Canaan), if he had not added, (ver. 1.) « Ye shall not 
do after all the things you do here this day," &c. Which . 
supposes, that in the unsettled condition wherein they 
were in the wilderness, they had not kept themselves to 
all those rules which follow, and had been formerly de- 
livered. 

JVliich he sware unto thy fathers to give thee 3 &c.l Gen. 
xv. 18, 19, &c. 

Ye shall keep this service in this month.] Both the Pass- 
over, and feast of unleavened bread, (xii. 25.) 



Ver. 6. Seven days thou shall cat unleavened bread.] This 
seems to confute what the Jeivs say, that they were not 
bound to eat unleavened bread, but only when they ate the 
Passover. (Sec xii. 15.) 

And in the seventh day shall be a feast unto the Lord.] As 
the first day was holy (ver. 3.) so was the last, (xii. 1G.) 
that they might not fail in their gratitude for so great a 
benefit as they now commemorated. 

Ver. 7. Unleavened bread shall be eaten seven days.] This 
seems still to make the injunction plainer, that for seven 
days together they should eat unleavened bread. Which 
is so often repeated, because this made them sensible, 
more than any thing else, of the wonderful hand of God in 
bringing them out of Egypt; which was so sudden and 
hasty, that they had not time to bake the dough they had 
prepared, nor so much as put leaven to it, (xii. 39.) 

There shall no leavened bread be seen with thee.] From 
whence the Jews conclude, that not only all such bread is 
to be carefully sought for and thrown out of their houses, 
but all their vessels that have been used the year before 
thoroughly scoured, lest any thing should remain in them, 
that might give a tincture of acidity to tlie bread that 
might be made in them. In which work they spend some 
days before the Passover, as Buxtorf observes in his Synag. 
Jud. cap. 17. 

Neither shall there be leaven seen with thee, &c] For 
which cause, as he there observes, they abstain, all the 
time of this feast, from all such things as may possibly 
have some leaven in them. As from honey and sugar, 
which are often adulterated with flower, &c. 

Ver. 8. And thou shalt shew thy so?i in that day, &c] 
That is, on the first day of unleavened bread, it was to be 
a part of their religion, to instruct their children in the 
meaning of their killing the lamb, and their abstinence from 
leaven. This the Jewish doctors make one of the DCXIII. 
precepts, that parents should tell the whole story of their 
going out of Egypt on the fifteenth day of Nisan: when 
every one, according to his ability, was bound in his own 
language, to bless and praise the name of God, for all his 
miracles, which he wrought for them. They are the words 
of R. Levi of Barcelona. 

Ver. 9. And it shall be for a sign unto thee.] These 
seem to be still the words that the parents were to say to 
their children upon the festivals; whereby they taught them 
to look upon this observation as a token or memorial 6f 
what God had done for their forefathers, when he brought 
them out of Egypt. 

Upon thy hand, and for a memorial between tJmie eyes.] 
To make thee as -sensible of God's goodness, as of that 
which thou hast in thy hand ; or of a thing that is continu- 
ally before thine eyes. The Jewish superstition about their 
phylacteries took its rise from hence, but without any good 
ground : it being evident he speaks not of tying parch- 
ments, or any thing else, about their wrists, &c. but of 
teaching their children the meaning of their holy rites. And 
so some of themselves have expounded it ; particularly the 
forementioned R. Levi of Barcelona, who gives this rea- 
son why such abundant care was taken to have these things 
remembered ; " Because (saith he) this is the foundation 
of our law and of our religion : for which cause, in all our 
blessings and prayers, we commemorate our coming out of 
Egypt; because it is a sign to us, and a perfect demonstra- 
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tion of the creation of the world, and that our Lord God is 
the author of all creatures, and doth what he pleases, &c. 
For who but he could change the course of nature, and 
work such great and unheard of signs as he did ? This is 
sufficient to confute those that deny the creation of the 
world ; and to establish us in the belief of God most bless- 
ed : and to persuade both that there is a providence, and 
that his power extends to all things, both in general and 
particular." So he. (See ver. 16.) 

Tliat the Lord's lazomay-be in thy mouth J] That their 
children might be able to declare to their posterity the law 
of the Lord about these matters. 

For with a strong hand hath the Lord brought thee out 
of Egypt.'] By slaying all their first-born in one night. 
(Seeiii. 19.) * 

Ver. 10. Thou shalt therefore keep this ordinance.'] Of 
the Passover; and of the feast of unleavened bread. 
.; In this season from year to year.] On the fourteenth, 
and the seven following days of the first month. 
* Ver. 11. And it shall be; when the Lord shall bring thee 
into the land of the Canaanites, &c] Under the name of 
Canaanites he comprehends all the rest of the seven na- 
tions. And these words seem to import, that the law of 
the first-born was not to take place till they came into the 
promised land. Yet wc find (Numb. iii. 12, 13.) that God 
demanded all the first-born of them, though he took the 
Levitcs in their stead: and both being numbered, and there 
being two hundred seventy-three first-born males more 
than there were Levites, (ver. 41 — 43.) he required them 
to be redeemed at five shekels a-piece, and the money to 
<be given to the priests, (ver. 46 — 48.) But, perhaps, after 
this the law was not observed till they came to Canaan. 

Which he sware unto thy fathers, &c] See ver. 5. 

Ver. 12. That thou shalt set apart nnto the Lord all tliat 
openeth the matrix.] Here he shews what he means by that 
sanctification of the first-born, which was mentioned, ver. 
2. and for what end and reason this was ordained. For 
that which is called sanctifying there, is here called setting 
apart, or separating it from the rest of that kind of crea- 
tures, for another use, viz. to be sacrificed to the Lord. 
-For the word heevarta, which we translate set apart, is, 
in the Hebrew, made to pass over. Which is explained, 
xxii. 30. Thou shalt give it unto me; viz. to be offered at 
the altar. 

The males.] The first-born aro only mentioned, (ver. 2.) 
but here it is explained to signify only the males. If a 
female came first, and aftenvard a male ; that male was 
not devoted unto God, because it did not open the womb, 
a female coming before it. 

Shall be the Lord's.]- And therefore set apart from com- 
mon uses, to be employed in his service. That is, every 
firstling male of a cow, sheep, or goat, was to be offered in 
sacrifice: and the blood being sprinkled on the altar, the 
flesh of them was given to the priests. (Sec Numb, xviii. 
17, 18.) where what is here briefly delivered, is there more 
largely explained. 

Ver. 13. And every firstling of an ass.] There was the 
same reason for horses and camels: but an ass is only 
mentioned, because abundance of asses were bred in 
Judea; where there were few horses or camels. And there- 
fore Numb, xviii. 15. it is said in general, " the firstlings 
of unclean beasts thou shalt redeem." 



Thou shalt redeem with a lamb.] Which was to be sacri- 
ficed to God. If a man had not a lamb, he was to give 
the price of one. And because all lambs were not of an 
equal price (some being worth more than others), the rab- 
bins say that a good eye, i. e. a liberal man, gave a shekel ; 
an evil eye half as much ; and a middle sort of men gave 
three quarters. It Avas to be redeemed also within thirty 
days. 

If thou ivilt not redeem it, then thou shalt break (or cut 
off) its neck.] It was to die, one way or other, and not to 
be employed in common use : but thus to be disposed of, 
if they would not give a lamb, or its value, in exchange 
for it. Which men might sometimes be unwilling to do, 
because asses being so plentiful in that country, they might 
not be worth so much as a lamb.* It is no improbable con- 
jecture of Mr. Selden, that from this law of redeeming asses, 
the gentiles took up a fancy, which was common among 
them, that the Jews worshipped an ass's head. (See lib. ii. 
de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 1.) Which was one of their 
calumnies also of Christians (whom they took to be the 
same with the Jews), as we read in Minutius Felix, 
Tertullian, and others. 

All the first-bornof man among thy children shalt thou 
redeem.] See ver. 11. Human sacrifices were not accept- 
able to God. For though he once commanded Abraham 
to offer his son, yet it was not actually done ; and here he 
declares he did not approve of such sacrifices, by com- 
manding them not to offer their first-born to him, as they 
did the firstling of clean beasts; but to redeem them. For 
the way of the gentile world, even in those days, was to 
offer their children to Moloch, as appears from (Lev. xx. 
2.) where he orders him to be put to death, who " gives 
any of his seed to Moloch." The very same phrase which 
is used (as I observed, ver. 12.) concerning sacrificing the 
firstlings of their oxen, &c. And in Lev. xviii. 21. he uses 
both phrases, saying, * Thou shalt not give any of thy seed 
to pass through to Moloch, or to pass over to Moloch." 
The very same word, Avhich we here translate (ver. 13.) set 
apart. And it was but necessary to give such precepts; 
for, notwithstanding these prohibitions, the Israelites fell 
•into this barbarous way of worship, as we read Psal. cvi. 
. 37, 38. 

Now this redemption of their first-born, was not .long 
after ordered by God himself; who took the Levites instead 
of them, (as we read, Numb, iii.) where a certain sum of 
money was paid for all the rest of the first-born, that were 
above the number of the Levites. Which sum, they who 
were born after that time paid to the priest. 
• Nor was this a thing unknown to the gentiles. For 
Paulus Vcnctus saith, (lib. i. cap. 45.) that the inhabitants 
of that region in India, called Tanguth, redeemed their 
sons with a ram, which they offered after the manner of the 
Hebrews : Avhich makes it probable that this law of Moses 
had reached them; there being several remainders of the 
Hebrew language upon those coasts ; as Huetius observes 
in his Demonstr. Evang. propos. iv. cap. 6. 

Ver. 14. When thy son asketh thee, in time to come, 
What is this?] Desires to know the meaning of this ; or, 
whence this custom of offering or redeeming the first-born 
males is derived. 

That thon shalt say unto him.] Great care was taken 
for the instruction of children in the rites of their religion ; 
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it appears by this, and by ver. 8. where they arc com- 
manded to teach them the reason of eating unleavened 
bread, as here of their consecrating the first-born. 

Tliat by strength of hand, &c] See iii. 19. 

Ver. 15. And it came to pass when Pharaoh would hardly 
let ns go.] Obstinately persisted in his resolutions to keep 
us in slavery, or hardened his heart (as it may be trans- 
lated by adding the word libbo), against all the monitions 
which had been given him, and the plagues inflicted on him. 

That the Lord slew all the first-born in the land of 
Egypt, &c.] Which struck such a terror into him, that im- 
mediately he dismissed us, (xii. 30, 31, &c.) 

Therefore I sacrifice unto the Lord all that openeth the 
womb, &c] Because when he slew all their first-born, he 
spared ours, (xii. 13. 23. 27.) 

Ver. 16. And it shall be for a token upon thine hand.'} 
By this means there was a perpetual remembrance pre- 
. served, of God's gracious deliverance of them, when the 
first-born of Egypt were slain. For nothing else can be 
meant by these words, but that they should endeavour, by 
consecrating their first-born, to keep that Divine benefit in 
mind as carefully as if they had put a sign upon their hand, 
or bound it upon their forehead before their eyes, to help 
their memory. For it is a plain allusion to those, who, 
having frail memories, are wont to tie a thread, or some 
such thing upcm their finger, that they may not forget what 
they desire to remember : that which is upon their hand 
being continually in view, and so not easily forgotten. 

And for frontlets between thine eyes.] Whatsoever be the 
original of the Hebrew word totaphot, which we translate 
frontlets, it is certain it signifies no more than zicaron in 
the ninth verse: a memorial, or monument, as the Vulgar 
translates it. And so Aben Ezra expounds it, he nu Zica- 
ron, as it were a memorial ; and that immoveable, as the 
LXX. take it. Yet from hence the Talmudists have ex- 
tracted their phylacteries (or jJieccs of parchment, wherein 
this and other texts were written), which they fancied were 
a kind of amulets to defend them from dangers. For so 
they are said to be in the Gemara Schabath ; and therefore 
used in their prayers, to drive away evil spirits, as J. Brau- 
nius, and many others have observed. I shall only note 
further, that this word is found but three times in the law, 
and yet the Vulgar translates it three several ways ; which 
shews how little the original is understood, though the sense 
of it is plain and certain. (See Petitus, his Var. Lectiones, 
cap. 20.) 

For by strength of hand the Lord brought ns out of 
Egypt.] This hath been often mentioned in this very chap- 
ter, (ver. 3. 9. 14.) and now here repeated again, to make 
them very sensible, both that they owed their deliverance 
entirely to God, and that nothing was too hard for him to 
accomplish. 

Ver. 17. God led them not through the way of the land 
of the Philistines, &c] That was the nearest way from 
Egypt to Canaan, by the Mediterranean, to the river of 
■Egypt ( as the Scripture calls it), and so to Azotus and 
Gaza: which was a journey of not above three days, as 
Philo says ; others say of ten. But certainly it was no great 
way, for the sons of Jacob went it often to and fro, (Gen. 
xlii. xliii. &c.) 

Lest peradventure the people repent when they see tear, 
&c] Tho Philistines being a very warlike people, would, 



in all likelihood, have opposed their passage: and God 
knew the temper of the Israelites to be so timorous, that 
they would run away, and rather return to Egypt, than fight 
their way through Canaan. For all people grow cowardly 
by being kept long in slavery; which breaks their spirits, 
and sinks them as low as their condition. They fought in- 
deed about forty days after this with Amalek; but it was 
only one battle ; and then they were provided with arms 
(which they had not now) from tho Egyptians, whom they 
found dead on the sea-shore. But their base temper ap- 
peared too plainly the next year, when they heard the report 
of the spies concerning the inhabitants of Canaan: which 
put the whole congregation into a fit of despair, and made 
them think of returning to Egypt, (Numb. xiv. 1, 2, &c.) 

Ver. 18. But God led the people about] The pillar of 
cloud mentioned ver. 21. in which the Lord was, con- 
ducted them in a way further about. 

Through the way of the wilderness.'] He led them to the 
right hand towards the Red Sea, and the desert of Arabia. 

Of the Red Sea.] See x. 19. 

And the children of Israel went up harnessed.] Or, in mi- 
litary order : for though it is not likely the Egyptians suf- 
fered them to have any arms, yet they did not go away 
tumultuously, like fugitives ; but marched like soldiers in 
good order; and, as in our margin it is translated, five in a 
rank. Which is the interpretation of Theodotion anciently, 
and of Montanus, and others, lately. But Hottinger trans- 
lates it, in the form of an army. For the Arabic word 
chamis (from whence, it is likely, comes the word chamus- 
chimhere used), signifies exercitus Trsvrafisprjg, an army con- 
sisting of five parts; which are the front, the main battle, 
the right wing and the left, and the rear; Smegma Orient, 
p. 71. And so David Chytrseus long before him, " quin- 
que agminibus," in five bodies, as we now speak. But 
the interpretation of Aben Ezra seems to be the most pro- 
per of all others, who simply expounds it, girt about their 
loins, i. e. expedite or ready, as Onkelos expresses it. For 
the Hebrew word chomasch, signifying those parts that are 
under the five small ribs, about which men were wont to be 
girt, when they went to fight or to travel ; this word may 
well be rendered &Z>o)voi, well girt, as the LXX, translate 
it, (Josh. i. 14. iv. 13.) Here indeed they translate it, 
vifiirrif §1 yzvz(t avi$r\<xav> they went up in the fifth gene- 
ration (which St. Austin follows), taking Jacob for the 
first; Levi the second; Coath the third; Amram tho 
fourth ; and Moses the fifth. But as this exposition doth 
not agree with the Hebrew word, which doth not signify 
the fifth, but in fives; so it cannot be said of the children 
of Israel in general; for all the tribes were not yet como 
to the fifth generation. Our Nic. Fuller hath a learned 
discourse upon this word, in his Miscellan. lib. v. cap. 2. 

Ver. 19. And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him.] 
And of the rest of the patriarchs, it is very probable : (see 
Gen. 1. 25.) To which add, that the Jews say, every tribe 
took care of the body of the founder of their family. 
Which is far more likely than the story which the author of 
the Life and Death of Moses tells, that he carried Joseph's 
coffin out of Egypt upon his own shoulders: it being more 
probable that some of that tribe undertook the care of it. 
That it was buried in the bottom of Nile, is not affirmed 
only by him, but by Jonathan: though others say in the 
banks of Nile. And they seem all to have it out of tho 
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Talmud; where in the Gemara of the title Sota, cap. i. 
sect 47. they say the Egyptians themselves .buried their 
relations in the Nile, to make the waters prosperous. And 
tell a vain story, how a woman called Serach told Moses 
where the body was, when he was at a loss where to find 
it, after he had searched for it three days (as the fore- 
named author tells the tale, while the; Jews were borrowing 
jewels of gold and silver of the Egyptians), and that he 
called it up from thence, throwing (as he adds) the ineffable 
name into the river; which brought it up presently, though, 
in a leaden, or, as others say, a marble coffin. 

For he lutd straitly sworn the children of Israel, saying 9 
&c] See Gen. 1. 25. From whence Gaulmyn (lib. ii. cap. 
2. Annot. in Vit. Mos.) not improbably conjectures, that the 
custom was derived of carrying the ashes of their ancestors 
into their own country; first by Hercules among the Greeks, 
and long before by the Egyptians and Chaldeans : whom 
the Arabians, as he shews, imitated in following ages. 
. Ver. 20. And they took their journey from Succoth.] 
They stayed but one day at Succoth (as Jac. Capellus sup- 
poses), where Moses gave the foregoing directions to them : 
and upon the sixteenth of Nisan they marched to Etham. 

And encamped in Etham .] So called, he thinks, because 
the way here was very rugged and craggy. 

In the edge of the wilderness.'] Next to the Red Sea, 
called the wilderness of Shur, (xv. 22.) 
. Ver. 21. And the Lord went before them.] By the Lord 
we are here to understand the Schechinah, or Divine Ma- 
jesty, which appeared to Moses in the bush, (iii. 2.) when 
he gave him commission to bring his people out of Egypt; 
and directed him all along in his embassy to Pharaoh, and 
his treaty with him, (vi. 1, &c.) and now appeared in a 
glorious cloud to conduct them, and to assure them that he 
would take care of them. For this cloud was a symbol of 
his gracious presence with them, and special providence 
over them : it being an emanation from him (saith R. Levi 
ben Gersom), which was a sign (as others of the Jews speak) 
that God was night and day with them, to keep them from 
all evil. To which the prophets allude, (Isa. Iii. 12. Micah 
ii. 13.) And though his going before them be not men- 
tioned before this time, yet it is most likely he appeared in 
this cloud, as their conductor, from their first coming out of 
Egypt, and led them to Succoth, and then to Etham ; as 
he did afterward to their stations, (Numb. x. 11, 12, &c.) 
Which doth not signify that God himself moved from place 
to place (for he is always everywhere), but this cloud was 
moved by him from whom it came, as a token that he was 
present, by his special favour, care, and providence, where- 
soever it went. . 

By day in a pillar of a cloud.] It appeared from hea- 
ven, I suppose, in the form of a great long pillar ; which 
below spread itself abroad, and covered the whole host qf 
Israel. For it is certain, it was not only their guide to 
lead them the way (as it here follows), but also was a co- 
vering to them, whereby they were assured of the Divine 
protection. For so we are informed, Numb. x. 34. xiy. 
14. Psalm cv. 39. 1 Corinth, x. 1. And I can see no rea- 
son to think these were different clouds, since one and the 
same would serve both purposes. 

And by night in a pillar of fire.] The same pillar ap- 
peared in the night like fire, which in the day was like a 
cloud. The reason of which followsj 
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To give them a light.] That they might be able (as the 
next words tell us) to travel by night as well as by day. 
Which made the Psalmist say, he went before them all the 
night, with the light of fire, (Ixxyiii/ 14.) This flaming 
light I take to have been a glorious appearance of angels 
from the Schechinah; for they always attend upon the 
Divine Majesty, " who maketh his angels spirits, his mi- 
nisters a flaming fire/' (Psalm civ. 4.) Some fancy, there 
were two distinct pillars, as these words and the next 
verse seem to import: but it is plain, by other places, it 
was but one and the same pillar, which had these different 
appearances. (See the next chapter, xiv. 19. 24. Deut. i. 
33.) Therefore Salvian rightly describes it, (lib. i. de 
Gubern. Dei,) where he calls it, " Mobilem columnam, nu- 
bilam die, igneam nocte, congruas colorum diversitates 
pro temporum diversitate sumentem; sc. ut et diei lucem 
lutea obscuritate distingueret, et caliginem noctis flammeo 
splendore claritatis radiaret." And see Greg. Nyssen. de 
Vita Mosis, p. 175. 

Now that the Schechinah, or the glory of God, was in 
this cloud, appears from hence; that it was the same cloud 
which afterwards rested upon the Tabernacle, as soon as 
it was set up, and is called the cloud of the Lord, (Exod. 
xl. 38. Numb. x. 34.) For the glory of the Lord was 
within the Tabernacle, as the cloud was without it, (Exod. 
xl. 34, 35, &c.) And it is there also described just as it is 
here, that it appeared as a cloud upon the Tabernacle by 
day, and as a fire by night, (xl. tilt.) And so it is also 
Numb, ix, 15, 16. " At even there was upon the Taber- 
nacle as it were the appearance of fire, till the morn- 
ing. So it was alway, the cloud covered it by day, and 
the appearance of fire by night." And then it conducted 
them in their journeys, as it did now, (Exod. x]. 36. Numb, 
ix. 17, 18, &c.) Which shews that this cloud, which now 
conducted them out of Egypt, was the very same with 
that which afterwards settled upon ttle Talbernacle: and 
the glory of the Lord being in that, I make no doubt it was 
so in this. Which is the reason that the Lord is said to 
go before them, and to lead them by this cloud. For though 
the Lord of all doth not go from place to place, yet this visi- 
ble glory, which represented him as in a special manner 
present with them (and therefore called tfae glory of the 
Lord), did go along with them in the cloud, to their several 
stations, whither they removed. 

It is no improbable conjecture of Taubman, in his notes 
upon Virgil, that from hence it was, that the poets never 
made a deity to apppar but in a cloud with a brightness 
in it. "Ad hoc exemplum credo poetas sancivisse nullum 
numen mortalibus apparere sine nimbo. Est autem nim- 
bus, nubes divina, seufluidum lumen, quQdDeorum capita 
tingit." 

Ver. 22. He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, 
and the pillar of fire by night, from before the people.] That 
is, it continued with them as long as Moses lived, till they 
came to pass over Jordan into Canaan; when not this 
cloud, but the ark was their guide. And it need not seem 
incredible, saith Clemens Alexandrinus, (lib. i. Strpmat. 
p. 348.) that they were thus led by a pillar of fire, when 
the Greeks consider that Thrasybulus, they believe, was 
thus directed, Uvq Iwparo 7rpor)yovfievov, &c. by a fire ivliich 
went before him, and conducted him in a dark winter night 
through unknown ways, when he brought back the Athenian 
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exiles to their country. Tho wonder was, that this fire 
continued to lead tho Israelites forty years in the wilder- 
ness; whereas that of Thrasybulus (if it he true) was but 
a short appearance. As that light also was, which they 
say shone from heaven to bring Timolcon unto his port 
when he sailed to Italy. . 

This pillar, also, the same Clemens thinks (in the place 
now named) signified to aveiKovi<rrov tov Qtov, that no image 
could be made of God. .From whence he thinks likewise it 
was, that the ancient heathen, before they learnt to make 
images, set up pillars and worshipped them, d>c a^iSpifiara 
Gt oD, as representatives of God. Which Huetius hath lately 
made out in many examples, (in his Queestiones Alnctanae, 
p. 205,, 206.) and thinks that from this pillar, which had 
two appearances, the two pillars were erected to Hercules 
in his temple atTyr c 5 and two likewise set up in the Tem- 
ple of the Sun in Egypt 



CHAP. XIV. 

Ver. 1. Jx.ND the Lord spake zinto Moses.] Out of the 
cloud (where the Sehechinah w T as) from whence he after- 
wards gave all his laws. 

Ver. 2. Speak to the children of Israel, that they turn.] 
They were going directly towards Horeb: unto which they 
asked leave to go, three days' journey. And might have 
reached it this night, if they had proceeded forward on the 
left hand into the wilderness. But by this order theyturned 
to the right hand, into a road that led them towards the Red 
Sea ; which made Pharaoh think they had lost their way. 

And encamp before Pihahiroth.] Before the straits of 
two great mountains; full of dangerous holes: as many 
think the word Hiroth imports. And pi, in Hebrew, sig- 
nifying a mouth, this word Pihahiroth may properly be 
translated in our language, the chaps of Hiroth. The former 
day they had marched about eight miles; but now they 
doubled their pace, and marched sixteen miles from Etham 
bither. 

Between Migdol and the sea J] Some take Migdol to have 
been a tower ox fortress (for the word carries that significa- 
tion in it), upon the top of one of the mountains beforemen- 
tioned. But there was a tower called MaySwXoc, by Hero- 
dotus, and Hecataeus, and others; which Bochart probably 
conjectures -was this place. Certain it is, there was a city in 
Egypt called Migdol, (Jerem. xliv. 1.) And Stephanus de 
TJrb. expressly saith, that MaycwXoe was iroXig AXyvirrov ; 
but whether the same with this place, I cannot determine. 

Over against Baal-zephon.] This, I doubt not, was the 
name of a town also, or city; as Ezckiel the tragedian ex- 
pressly calls it. For Baal was the name of a city, (1 Chron. 
iv. 33.) and it is likely there being more of the same name, 
this was called Zephon, to distinguish it from some other 
B&al in those parts. Either because it lay north, or had 
an eminent watch-tower in it. There are those indeed, 
who, following the Jewish doctors, (see Sclden dc Diis Syr. 
Syntagm. i. cap. 3.) imagine there was an image of Baal 
set up by the magicians of Egypt, by Pharaoh's order, near 
this Arabian gulf, to hinder the Israelites in their passage. 
AndVarenius doth not quite disallow this: for he takes 
Baal-zephon to have been a great plain, into which they 
were to enter, by the chaps of Pihahiroth : in which an idol 



was worshipped, which, looking from the Red Sea towards 
the north, was called the lord of the north; as BaaLze- 
phon imports. And Kircher seriously maintains it had a 
power of fascination, to stop the Israelites in their journey ; 
which there is no ground to believe. For such images, 
made under a certain constellation, to avert evil things, &c. 
were not now in use : being no older, there are good rea- 
sons to think, than the time of Apollonius Tyanaeus, who 
was the first inventor of them. 

Ver. 3. For PJiaraoh will say of the children qf Israel] 
Here he gives the reason for this order; that Pharaoh might 
be enticed to pursue them, imagining they were in such dif- 
ficulties that they could not avoid falling into his hands. 

They are entangled in the land.] Perplexed, or dubious; 
not knowing which way to go. 

The wilderness hath shut them in.] They were cooped 
up, he thought, by the sea, and by craggy mountains, which 
it was impossible for them to pass ; especially being en- 
cumbered with a multitude of women, children, and cattle. 

Ver. 4. And I will harden Pharaoh's heart.] He had 
■hardened it before, (ix. 12. x. I.) but now ordered things 
so, that he was more senseless than ever he had been. For 
having lately felt such a heavy stroke upon aH the first- 
born, as mollified Jus heart for the present, and moved him to 
let Israel go; it was the highest degree of infatuation not to 
fear, (as formerly they had done, xii. 33.) that the next blow 
(if he pursued them) would be at himself and his followers. 
x And I will be honoured upon Pharaoh, and upon all his 
host.] Shew my power and justice in their destruction. 
Which would not have been so visible, had they died of 
the pestilence, when the cattle died of the murrain, and 
Pharaoh's heart ^vas first hardened, as it was by harden- 
ing him so far as to follow the Israelites into the Bed 
Sea, where he arid his wiiole host were overthrown : which 
made the terror of the Lord's wrath manifest to all the 
world. N 

That the Egyptians may know that I am the Lord.] 
Have the greatest demonstration of my irresistible power, 
(vii. 5.) For the more strange the infatuation was, which 
led Pharaoh and his host to such an ignominious death, 
the more apt the hearts of the people that remained would 
be to acknowledge the hand of God therein. 

And they did so.] They marched to this place on the seven- 
teenth day of Nisan ; which was their third day's journey. 
Jacobus Capellus thinks they rested this day, being the sab- 
bath, and came not hither till the eighteenth. 

*Ver. 5. And it was told the king of Egypt that the people 
fled.*] Some of the mixed multitude that went along with 
them, (xii. 38.) seeing this strange turn, it is likely, forsook 
*the Israelites, and returned to Pharaoh, to inform him that 
they had lost their way ; and were shifting for themselves 
by flight into dangerous places. Or, as it is commonly 
interpreted, some spies, which Pharaoh had upon them, 
seeing them leave the way to Horeb, whither they desired 
to go three days' journey to offer sacrifice; concluded they 
never intended to return to Egypt, but would rdn quite 
away from them. This news, we may suppose, was 
brought to Pharaoh on the eighteenth day. 

And the heart of Pharaoh and of his semants teas 
turned against the people.] They had quite forgot their late 
fears, (xii. 33.) which made such a change in them, they 
would not suffer the Israelites to stay any longer in their 
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Country : but those feaTS being vanished, their minds al- 
tered again, and they repented they had dismissed them. 

And said, Wlmt have we done that we have let Israel go 
from serving us ?] What a gross error have we committed, 
in losing the labour of so many slaves? Covetousness, as 
I have observed, often had a principal hand in hardening 
Pharaoh's heart. 

Ver. 6. And he made ready his chariot.] Caused it imme- 
diately to be made ready: which we may suppose was 
done on the nineteenth day, when he began to'pursue them. 

And took his people with him.] All that were wont to 
attend him on such occasions. 

Ver. 7. And he took six hundred chosen chariots.] The 
best chariots in Egypt, which were always ready prepared 
for such expeditions. 

And all the chariots of Egypt.] That could be got ready 
on a sudden : for he had not time to muster all his force; 
but made all the baste possible, lest the Israelites should 
get out of the straits wherein they were, and go so far 
away that he could not overtake them. For which reason 
he pursued them with chariots and horsemen, who could 
make larger marches than the Israelites on foot. The 
strength also of this kingdom consisted in chariots, which 
carried men in them, who fought out of them. And every 
one knows that Egypt abounded with horses, as well as 
chariots ; and that they were accounted very strong in these ; 
(Isa. xxxi. 1.) yet Bochartus thinks all besides the six hun- 
dred chariots royal were only carriages for their baggage. 
(Hierozoie. paT. i. lib. ii. cap. 0.) 

And captains over every one of them.] This shews there 
were men in them, and that to every chariot there belonged 
a troop of horsemen (we know not of what number) who 
were commanded by a captain. The Hebrews say there 
were fifty thousand horsemen : the Arabians make them as 
many more. 

Ver. 8. And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt.] As he said he would, (ver. 4.) 

And he pursued after the children of Israel.] Of all the 
infatuated resolutions (to ufce the words of a famous divine 
of our own, Dr. Jackson, book x. chap. 11.) that either 
king ot people adventured on, the persuing of the Israelites 
with such a mighty army, after they had most earnestly en- 
treated and urged them to leave their country, may well 
seem to every indifferent reader the most stupid. And so 
the author of the Book of Wisdom justly censures it: (xix. 
3.) " For whilst they were yet mourning and making la- 
mentations at the graves of the dead, they added another 
foolish device, and pursued them as fugitives whom they 
had entreated to be gone." Yet Josephus gives good hints, 
that even this cfFect of Divine infatuation, was but such as 
hath seized upon woridly-wise princes and statesmen in 
former ages, and may hereafter be inflicted upon more. 

And the children of Israel went out with a high hand.] 
Boldly and with assured confidence; not sneakingly, like 
slaves or fugitives. So Onkelos understood it, .when he 
translated it bareheaded, i. e. confidently, fearing nothing; 
having been delivered and conducted by the powerful hand 
of God ; as it is often repeated, (xiii. 9. 14. 16.) unto which 
some refer this phrase, and not to the Israelites. (See Dru- 
sins, lib. xvi. Obscrvat. cap. 2.) 

Ver. 0. But the Egyptians pursued after them.] This did 
not discourage Pharaoh and his servants: who, perhaps, 



were of the same mind with the Syrians: who fancied the 
God of Israel might not be alike powerful in all places; 
but though he was stronger than their gods in the hills, yet 
they might be too hard foT him in the plain, (1 Kings xx. 
23.) So the Egyptians, who had seen how much superior 
Moses was to their magicians, might possibly thus reason 
with themselves (as the same learned doctor expresses it), 
"Who knows whether all this power was given unto Moses 
to be exercised only within the meridian or climes of Egypt ; 
or whether his commission extend over Palestine and Mi- 
dian ?" They presumed, at least, that the Lord God of the. 
Hebrews had not granted Moses such a command over, 
the armies or host of men (though he had done wonders 
among reasonless creatures), as the king of .Egypt had: 
because the Israelites, they knew, had no skill in feats of 
arms, no captains of infantry, and no cavalry at all, no 
weapons or engines of war; of all which the Egyptians had 
great abundance. Upon these, or some such-like presump- 
tions, and vain collections, they became fool-hardy, and 
desperately resolute to be revenged upon the children of 
Israel, for all the losses they had sustained by their leaders, 
Moses and Aaron. 

All the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, and his horsemen, 
and his army.] By this it appears that there were both 
horse and foot, who pursued them; though it is likely the 
foot were mounted, to make the greater speed. 

And overtook them encamping by the sea, &c] On the 
twentieth day of Nisan, towards evening, they had got within 
sight of the Israelites, who were just settling their camp 
where God directed them, (ver. 2.) having had no time to 
rest themselves after so long a march, 

Ver. iO. And when Pharaoh drew nigh, &c] So that the 
Israelites could discern with how great a force the Egyp- 
tians were about to attack them. 

They were sore afraid.] They who had marched hither 
with a high hand, (ver. 8.) full of alacrity and courage, 
now on a sudden were so dismayed, that their spirits sunk 
within them. For they had not a settled confidence and 
resolution wrought in them, by all the wonders God had 
done for them: bot, though whilst they thought Pharaoh 
disheartened to meddle any more with them, they went on 
boldly; now thehr hearts began to fail them, when they saw 
him at their backs. For they were unfit for war, weary 
also, and in a very bad place. 

And the children of Israel cried out unto the Lord.] This 
had been the proper remedy against their fears,if,in a thank- 
ful remembrance of what God had often done for them, they 
had humbly beseeched hira tQ deliver them in this great 
strait: which was as easy for him to do, as to work all the 
miracles they had seen in Egypt. But these cries seem, by 
what follows, to have been rather the effect of despair, thart 
of hope in God: such shrieks as naturally proceed from 
men when they are ready to perish. Pellicanus, indeed, 
thinks, that by the children of Israel is meant such as were 
good among them, who fell to their prayers, when the rest 
fell to railing, as it follows in the next verse. But such 
words comprehend the generality of the people, and not 
only the better sort. 

Ver. 11. Because there ivere no graves in Egypt, hast thou 
taken tis away to die in the tvilderness?] This is veiy saT- 
castical and reproachful language ; arguing the height of 
discontent, or rather of rage against their Deliverer. From 
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whence we may l6arn the wicked temper of those who arc* 
ungrateful and unmindful of benefits. 

Wlierefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us out of 
Egypt?] They seem to have been of the very same temper 
with the Egyptians, who had no remembrance what they 
had lately felt, nor made any reflections on what God had 
done in a wonderful manner among them. This neglect of 
God bred such a hardness of heart in them and their pos- 
terity, as w r asin Pharaoh and his people; which provoked 
God to harden them, in the same manner, to their utter de- 
struction. For, as the apostle observes, " God hath mercy 
on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he harden- 
eth," (Rom. ix. 18.) His mercy, that is, was not so tied 
to them, because they were Abraham's seed, but he could 
and would harden them, as he had done Pharaoh, if they 
proved as- obstinate as he was. 

Ver. 12. Is not this the word that we did tell thee in 
Egypt, saying, Let us alone, &c.]* Do not increase our 
miseries, by attempting in vain to deliver us. This they 
seem to have said, after the first message Moses and Aaron 
delivered to Pharaoh: w T hich only moved him to lay 
greater burdens on them, (v. 21. vi. 9.) . 
' For it had been better for ws to serve the Egyptians, than 
that we should die in the wilderness.'] This is the language 
of base and servile spirits; who chose rather to live mise- 
rably than die gloriously in pursuit of their liberty. 

Ver. 13. And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not.] 
These Avords argue a most admirable spirit that was in 
Moses : who was neither angry with them, nor dismayed 
at the approach of Pharaoh : but meekly and sedately ex- 
horts them to be of good courage, and to trust in God; 
who, he assured them,- would perfect what he had begun 
for them. 

Stand still, &c.] I do not desire you should do anything 
else, but only hope in God ; and wait to see what he will 
do for you before this day be done. 

" For the Egyptians whom you have seen to day, ye shall 
see them again no more for ever.] Never see them more, as 
they "saw them now, alive; though they saw them lie dead 
(ver. 30.) after their overthrow in the sea. For the power 
of Egypt, was so shattered by that loss, and they w T erc so 
confounded by it, that we never read of the least inclina- 
tion in them to attempt any thing upon the Israelites, 
though they wandered forty years in the wilderness. 

Ver. 14. The Lord shall fight for you.] He would not 
have them discouraged for want of arms, because they 
should have no need of them : God himself undertaking to 
defend them, and to discomfit their enemies. 

And ye shall hold your peace.] Be still, and do nothing : 
not so much as strike one stroke. Or, as some understand 
it, do you forbear your cries. Or, he will silence all your 
murmurings. > 

Ver. 15. And the Lord said unto Moses.] See ver. l.j 

Wlieref ore criest thou unto me?] He doth not blame him 
for crying unto him for help; but bids tiim continue his 
prayer no longer, for he would do as he desired. Greg. 
Nyssen calls this aXoXriroc Kpavyij, a cry without a voice; a 
silent cry without speaking a word, (de Vita Mosis, p. 
175.) 

Speak to the children of Israel, that they go forward.] 
Towards* the sea, before which they lay encamped, (ver. 
2.0.) 



Ver. 10. But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine 
handover the sen.] By that rod wherewith ho had done such 
wonders in Egypt, he bids him believe he would work a 
passage for them, even through the sea. 

And divide it..] Command that it bo divided, and I will 
effect it. For so it is explained, ver. 21. nor could it be 
done by any power but God's. 

And the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through 
the midst of the sea.] See ver. 21, 22. 

Ver. 17. And I, behold I, will harden the hearts of the 
Egyptians, and they shall follow them.] The Lord would 
have this noted, as a special judgment of his upon them. 
For of all the hardenings or infatuations which had pos- 
sessed the hearts of the Egyptians, this was the greatest 
and strongest, that they should adventure to follow the 
Israelites, when they saw,, or might have perceived, the 
Red Sea to open her bosom, to give the children of Israel 
a passage. 

And I will get me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his 
host, &c] By giving them such an overthrow, as shall mag- 
nify both my power and my justice in their destruction. 
All the former judgments upon their cattle, or corn, and 
the annoyances on their bodies by frogs, and lice, and 
blains, were the just awnrds (as the forenamed Dr. Jack- 
son speaks) of God's punitive justice upon Pharaoh and 
his servants, for the wrongs that he had done to his peo- 
ple, by bringing them into undeserved bondage. But he 
had not yet called them to an exact account, for making 
away so many infant males of the Hebrews as they drowned 
in the river. For that innocent blood he reckons with them 
now, and made them the executioners of his vengeance on- 
themselves, by giving them over to their own proud pre- 
sumptions of good success, in pursuing those whom they; 
had lately beseeched to depart out of their land. 

Ver. 18. And the Egyptians shall know that lam the 
Lord.] See ver. 4. 

WJien I have. gotten me honour upon Pharaoh, upon his 
chariots, &c] By overthrowing them in the Red Sea; that 
the blood of the Hebrew infants might be required of them, 
according to the law of retaliation, or most exquisite, 
rule (as the abovementioned author speaks) of punitive 
justice. 

Ver. 19. And the angel of the Lord which went before 
the camp, removed and went behind them.] The Lord him- 
self is said to go before them, xiii. -21. (See there.) But 
we must understand, that, where the Lord is, he is attended 
by his angels. Some of w T hich were sent from the Schc- 
chinah, which was in the cloud, to conduct the Israelites, 
and take care of them. • The Jews take this angel to have 
been Michael, as Ave read in Pirkc Eliezer, cap. 42. " He 
sent Michael the great prince," &c. for so he is called, 
Dan. xii. 1. Others say it was Gabriel. But which so- 
ever of them it was, he was only the commander of that 
host, which by the Lord's commandment went before the 
Israelites to fight for them. The Jews call him by the pro- 
per name of Mctraton; because he marked out their camp 
for them where they were to stay; and described their way 
in their journey to their several stations; especially here 
in the Red Sea. (Vid. Buxtorf. Histor. Arcae, cap. 14. p. 
131, &c.) 

And the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, 
&c] This, it is evident, was done in the day-time, before 
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the night came : for the cloud appeared only in the day ; 
in the night there was the appearance .of fire. 

And stood behind them.] To protect them from the 
Egyptians, who were at their backs, (ver. 9, 10.) but, by 
the intervention of this cloud, quite lost the sight of them; 
as it follows, ver. 20. » 

It may be noted here therefore once for all, that there 
were several uses of this cloud. First, to guide them in 
their journey. Secondly, to protect them from the heat of 
the sun in the wilderness ; where there were few trees, and 
no houses to shelter them. Thirdly, to defend them from 
their enemies, that they might not assault them. And lastly, 
God from hence, when there w T as occasion, spake with 
Moses. For, it is plain, he appeared in this cloud, (Deut. 
xxxi. 15.) And from thence, talked with. Moses, (Exod. 
xxxiii. 9, 10.) And out of it called for Aaron and Miriam 
to come before him, (Numb. xii. 5.) .... 

Ver. 20. And it came to pass between the camp of the 
Egyptians and the camp of Israel'] This was done, as I 
said, in the day-time : and in the next words Moses in- 
forms us how it appeared in the night. 

And it ivas a cloud and darkness to' them.] i. e. To the 
Egyptians. , f 

But it gave light by night to these.] To the Israelites. 

It was at the same time both a cloud and a fire : being 
dark on the one side, next to the Egyptians; but bright 
and shining on the other side, next the Israelites. So that 
they might see their way, and the Egyptians not see them, 
nor come near them (as it here follows) all the night. 

Ver. 21. And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea.] 
Having his rod in his hand, (ver. 1C.) This was done in 
the beginning of the night 

And the Lord caused the sea to go back.] By this it is 
evident that the Schechinah, or Divine Majesty, was pre- 
sent, and employed his angel (ver. 19.) in this work. As 
it is well explained by Pirke Eliczer, cap. 42 "The holy 
blessed God appeared in his glory npon the sea, and it fled 
back," &c. So the Psalmist understood it, (lxxvii. 1G.) 
" The waters saw thee, O God, the waters saw thee: they 
were afraid," &c. And, (ver. 19.) " Thy way is in the sea, 
and thy paths in the great waters," &c. 

By a strong east wind.] Or rather a south wind, as the 
LXX. translate the Hebrew word kadim. Which, though 
it properly signify the east, yet in many places it is used, 
as Bochart hath demonstrated, for the south, (par. ii. Hie- 
rozoic. lib. i. cap. 15.) 

All that night.] All the forepart of the night. 

And made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided!] 
Or rather, after the xvaters were divided, as Bochart shcAvs 
it. should be translated. Thus Isa. lxiv. 5. "Thou art 
wroth, and we have sinned;" the meaning is, "for we have 
sinned," as Kimchi, and we ourselves also there translate 
it. (Hicrozoic. par. ii. lib. iii. cap. 2. p. 409.) 

Dry land.] The memory of this was preserved by the 
heathen, as we find in Diodorus Siculus, (lib. iii.) Uapa Si 
rote TrXijafov KarotKovatv ?Ix%vo<pdyotg 7rapad(Sorai \6yog, &C 
V There is a tradition among the Icthyophagi, who border 
upon the Red Sea, which they had received Ik irpoyovwv, 
from their progenitors, and was preserved unto that time ; 
how that, upon a great recess of the sea, every place of 
that gulf(KoA7rov) was quite dry; and the sea falling to the 
opposite part, the bottom of it appeared green (from the 



weeds, I suppose, that were in it), but returning back with 
a mighty force, possessed again its former place " No man 
is so blind as not to see, that this is a description of the 
miraculous work of God for the Israelites : the memory of. 
which those barbarous people did not suffer to perish, but 
propagated it to their posterity; as Bochart Avell observes* 
in his Phaleg. lib. iv. cap. 29. The Egyptians, indeed, Ave 
may well think, endeavoured to blot out the memory of 
this shameful overthrow, and kept no record of it ; for 
Diodorus, it seems, could learn nothing of it among them 
(though he lived a considerable time there), but received 
this intelligence from the poor. Icthyophagi, among whom 
this tradition was carefully preserved. ., . 

Hie waters were divided.] Into. twelve parts (tic SwStKa 
odovg), according to the number of their tribes, as the tra-' 
dition is in Epiphanius Haeres. lxiv. n. 6. 9. which hehad 
from the Hebrews, who affirm the same in Pirke Eliezer, 
cap. 42. And Kimchi mentions it upon Psalm exxxvi. 13. 
where, because God is said to have divided the Red Sea 
into parts, they fancy there were twelve divisions; every- 
one defended with a wall of water. But there is no foun- 
dation for this in these words, nor in Psalm lxxvii. 19. 
where paths being in the plural number, they thence also 
deduce the same conceit, of a several path to every tribe. 
See Simeon de Muis on that place. ? • 

Ver. 22. And the Israelites went into Jhe midst of the 
sea.] About the second watch of the night (which was at 
midnight), and about break of day they were got quite 
through. V. j; ; ,.. 

Upon the dry ground.] This was not looked upon by 
the ancient heathen as incredible: for Homer makes 
Neptune driving his chariot upon the waves ; and the sea 
with drawing its waters. And the waters of Scamander 
being swelled to destroy Achilles, he makes to be .dried up 
by Vulcan. As Nonnus also makes Bacchus drying up 
Hydaspes ; and smiting Orontes with his Thyrsus to have 
gone over it. (See the learned Huetius in his Quaestiones 
Alnetanae, p. 206, &c.) 

And the waters were a ivall unto them on the right hand,, 
and on the left.] The strong east wind contributed, no 
doubt, to the cutting of the waters in two ; though not 
without the help of angelical powers. But I do not see, 
how it could,do any thing to the compacting of the waters 
to such a degree, that they were no longer fluid, but firm 
as a wall or bank on each side of them, (see xv. 8.) which 
was effected wholly by the angelical ministry,; who upheld 
the waters in that solid posture, till the Israelites were got 
quite out of the sea. 

It hath been an old. question, whether they went quite 
cross the Red Sea, or only fetched a compass, and came 
out upon the same shore from which they went in. The 
Hebrew doctors are of opinion, that they did not go over 
to the opposite shore : but making a kind of semicircle, 
found themselves, when they came .out, in. the same coun- 
try where they were before: their reasons arc, because 
they, could not in so small a time have marched so far; for 
in the narrowest place, that gulf is twelve or fifteen Gerr 
man miles oyer; so that they could not all have passed 
through in less than three or four days, as David Chytraeus 
makes the computation. But especially, because Moses 
expressly makes their next station to.be in the wilderness 
of Etham, (Numb, xxxiii. 8.) in which, place they were the 
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day before they camo to the sea, (Exod. xiii. 20.) There- 
fore they were still in the same wilderness. 

Ver. 23. And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after 
them into the midst of the sea, &c] Imagining, perhaps, they 
were still upon the land, or on the shore where the sea was 
retired ; the darkness of the night not suffering them to see 
tho mountains of water on each side : or rather their minds 
being so intent to overtake the Israelites, that they regard- 
ed nothing else : for when men are engaged in a fierce chase 
of any thing, with eager desires and confident hopes of it, 
it takes up all their thoughts, and makes them overlook 
what lies before their eyes. Thus by their own violent 
passions and proud imaginations, God blinded their minds, 
and hardened their hearts, (as he said he would, ver. 17.) 
to rush into their own destruction. 

' * Ver. 24. And it came to pass that in the morning watch.] 
The Romans, and the Hebrews also, divided the night into 
four parts, containing three hours a-piece. At the begin- 
ning of which the guard of soldiers, who kept watch by 
night, was changed; and thence they were called watches. 
Two of them we find mentioned by St. Luke, xii. 3S. and 
St. MaTk mentions them all, (xiii. 35.) and particularly the 
fourth watch, (Mark vi. 48.) called here the morning watch; 
which was the last of them; between day-break and the 
morning. 

T/te Lord looked unto the host of the Egyptians.] He 
frowned upon them; as we speak now in our language. 
For in Scripture, God i$ said sometimes to look upon those 
whom he is about to punish, (Psalm civ. 32. Amos ix. 4. 
Habakkuk iii. 6.) 

Through the pillar of fire and the cloud.] By this it is 
manifest there was but one pillar, which had different ap- 
pearances: and that the Schcchinah, or Divine Majesty, 
was in it. It seems to me also very probable, that whereas 
the cloudy part of the pillar had been towards the Egyp- 
tians hitherto, now it turned the other side towards them: 
and the fiery part appearing, let them see the danger where- 
in they were ; and by its amazing brightness perfectly con- 
founded them. So Philo seems to have understood it, when 
he saith (lib. iii, de Vita Mosis) that " from the cloud that 
was in the rear of the Israelites, there shone a fiery ap- 
pearance of the Deity/' Which may well be the meaning 
of the Lord's looking through the pillar of fire. 

And troubled the hosts of the Egyptians.] This glorious 
light, I suppose, flashing in their faces, put them into a 
consternation. But Josephus adds, in the conclusion of 
his second book of Antiquities, that there was a dreadful 
storm or tempest, with thunder, lightning, and hailstones 
from the cloud, which put them into the greatest disorder; 
as it follows in the next verse. Hither Dr. Hammond 
refers those words of the Psalmist, (lxxvii. 17, 18.) " The 
clouds poured out water; the skies sent out a sound: 
thine arrows also went abroad. The voice of thy thunder 
was in the heaven: the lightnings lightened the World, tho 
earth trembled and shook/' &c. 

Ver. 25. And took off their chariot wheels.] Some of their 
wheels were broken by the hailstones, or burnt with light- 
ning: with which, it is likely, their horses were so affrighted, 
that they fell into disorder ; and one chariot running against 
another, some of their wheels were taken off. 

That. they drave heavily.] They could scarce move, or 
but very sloSvly, when their wheels were broken, or taken 



off: and those wheels that remained sunk deep into the 
sand, when the waters returned upon it. 

So that the Egyptians said, &c] They cried one to 
another, Let us give over the pursuit. 

For the Lord fiyhteth for them, &c] Now Moses's words 
were made good, (ver. 14.) and the Egyptians themselves 
ackn6wledged it, (ver. 18.) 

Ver. 2G. And the Lord said unto Moses.] He spake to 
him out of the cloud, where the Schechinah was ; as I have 
often said. 

Stretch out thy hand over the sea, that the waters may 
return again upon the Egyptians, &c] God was pleased 
to use the ministry of Moses in the drowning of the Egyp- 
tians, as he had done in the preservation of the Israelites 
in the sea, (ver. 16. 21.) that all the people might honour 
and reverence him, and be obedient to his direction. 

Ver. 27. And the sea returned to its strength.] The sense 
is truly expressed by the Vulgar, the sea returned to its 
former place. The great walls, or heaps of water, which 
were on each side of them, falling down, and rushing upon 
them with a mighty force, overwhelmed them, and filled 
the whole channel as before. 

When the morning appeared.] When it was light. 

And the Egyptians fled against it.] They were so frighted 
by the light which shone in their faces, and by the thunder 
and hail, &c. that they turned back ; and, like men dis- 
tracted, run and met the waters, which came tumbling 
down upon them. 

And the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of 
the sea.] The Hebrew word imports throwing down with 
violence and precipitation: and maybe translated, threw 
them headlong. Artapanns in Eusebius (lib. ix. Proepar. 
Evang. cap. 27.) tells this story from the Heliopolitans, 
after the same manner that Moses doth: only he makeg 
some of them to have been killed with lightning, and the 
rest drowned. 

Ver. 28. And the ivaters returned, and covered the cha- 
riots, &c] The searetnmed to its former depth; so that 
they were swallowed up. 

And all the host of Pharaoh that came into the sea after 
them.] Some have fancied that all the host of Pharaoh did 
not perish; but only so many of them as pursued the 
Israelites into the sea ; which they fancy this place inti- 
mates some did not. But the plain meaning is, that they 
all came into the sea after the Israelites, and were all 
drowned in it. It is a wilder fancy, that Pharaoh alone 
was saved by the angels Michael and Gabriel; because 
he cried out, as he had done heretofore, (ix. 27.) "The 
Lord is righteous, and I and my people are wicked." Thus 
the author of Dibre Hajamim (or, the Life and Death, of 
Moses), who says they transported him to Nineveh, where 
he reigned as long as the Israelites wandered in the wilder- 
ness. The same is related by other such fabulous writers, 
who are soberly confuted by Aben Ezra from the following 
words, "There remained not so much as one of them:" 
and from xv. 4. 19. where Moses in his song plainly makes 
Pharaoh to have perished among the rest. And with them 
an old Midrash saith, that Jannes and Jambres avctc 
drowned, who had been the great instruments of hardening 
Pharaoh's heart. (See our learned J. Gregory's Observ. 
chap. 15.) 

Ver«2y f But the children of Israel walked on dry land, 
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&c] Or, had ivalked: for it seems to bo a mere fancy, that 
Jhcy were still in the sea, and had not passed quite through 
it, when Pharaoh and his host were drowned. For which 
there is no ground but this word walked ; which may as 
well be translated in the time perfectly past, as in the pre- 
sent. And so, I doubt not, Moses meant, that the Israel- 
ites were safe on shore, when the sea returned upon the , 
Egyptians. 
And the waters were a wall unto them, &c] See yer. 

Ver. 30. Thus the Lord saved Israel.] As he had pro- 
mised, (ver. 13.) 

TJtatday.] Which was the twenty- first of Nisan; and j 
the last day of the feast of unleavened bread ; which, by f 
God's command, was to be kept holy, (xii. 16.) And now ; 
there was a very great reason for it : and for that triumph- 
ant hymn which they sung upon this solemnity, (chap, xv.) 
Mr. Mede will have this day to have been that which they 
afterward kept for their sabbath, in memory of their re- 
demption out of the land of Egypt and the house of bond- 
age. This he gathers from the repetition of the Decalogue 
in the fifth of Deuteronomy; where, leaving out the reason 
for this commandment, from the creation of the world, 
Moses inserts this other of their redemption out of Egypt, 
as the ground of observing that seventh day rather than any 
other, (ver. 15.) " Therefore the LoTd commanded thee to 
keep the sabbath;" namely, not for the. quotum of one day 
in seven (of that there was another reason, from the ex 
ample of God in the creation), but for the designation of 
that day, after the preceding six days, rather than any other, | 
(Discourse xv. p. 74.) 

And Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea-shore.] 
It may be interpreted, that, as they stood upon the sea- 
shore, they saw their dead bodies floating upon the waters. 
But it is likely, also, that by the working of the sea, and by 
the Divine Providence, many of their bodies were cast on 
shore, that the Israelites might have the benefit of the 
spoil, and especially pf their arms, which they wanted, and 
w;ere now by this overthrow furnished withal. • 

This shore was inhabited by the Icthyophagi, among , 
whom the memory of this recess and return of the sea was 
preserved, (as I observed upon ver. 21.) and unto whom 
the dead bodies were given for food, as the Psalmist saith ; 
(lxxiv.14.) that is, to the beasts and birds of prey which 
peopled the neighbouring wilderness. This was done by 
the righteous judgment of the Lord God of the Hebrews: 
who made this proud prince, his statesmen, and army, a 
prey, not only to the fishes and sea-monsters, but a visible 
booty (as Dr. Jackson speaks) to the promiscuous sorts of 
ravenous creatures which inhabit the deserts. 

Ver. 31. And Israel saw that great work, &c] Of making 
a path for them to walk on dry ground in the middle of the 
sea, and then drowning the Egyptians when they. followed 
them in the same path. 

And the people feared the Lord.] They beholding and 
considering the powerful hand of God, which appeared in 
this great work ; it begat in them, for the present, high and • 
awful thoughts of him, and devout affections to him. For i 
the fear of the Lord includes all jeligion. Or, if we take 
the word fear in a restrained sense, for a dread of the Di- 
vine Majesty ; the meaning is, they were sensible how dan- 
gerous as well as vain it is to oppose his authority, to set 



.themselves against his will, or slight his warnings, as Pha- 
raoh and the Egyptians did. 

And believed the Lord, and his servant Moses.] Be- 
lieved the promises which God had made them by Moses, 
of bringing them into the land of Canaan, (iii. 17.) looking 
upon Moses as a servant of his, who faithfully declared the 
mind and will pf God unto them. 



CHAP. XV. 

Ver. 1. J. HEN sang Mo^es and the children of Israel, 
&c.] Upon the twenty-first of Nisan, as I said before, 
which was the last day of unleavened bread, when -they 
came safe through the sea, and saw the Egyptians drowned, 
they sang this song" of praise to God, for their wonderful 
deliverance. So the constant tradition of the Hebrews is, 
and there is great ground for it. 

.This song.] Called the song of Moses the servant of the 
Lord, (Rev. xv.3.) because he composed it by a Divine 
inspiration, to be suug by all the people. And it is the 
most ancient song of which there is any memory. 

Unto the Lord.] In praise of the Divine power and 
goodness; which remarkably appeared in this deliver- 
ance. 

Joscphus (lib. ii. cap. ult. of his Antiquities) saith, this 
song is composed lv E^a/urpw rovq, of hexameter verse: 
^vhich Eusebius represents as the opinion of jnany. others, 
(b'b. xi. de Praepar. Evang. cap. 3.) But I do not see how 
this can be made out: nor what St. Jerome saith concern- 
ing such songs; in many places. And after all the pains 
that Franc. Gomarus hath taken in his Lyra Davidis, to 
iind of what sort of numbers this and other songs in Scrip- 
ture consist, he hath not given any satisfaction to learned 
men: who think (as Ludov. Capellus doth in his Animad- 
versions on that book) that all the Bible may be made 
verse, according to his method : nay, by his way of resolv- 
ing sentences, all the orations of Tully and Demosthenes 
may be turned into verse, of some sort or other. The 
author of Sepher Cosri seems to me to deal ingenuously, 
who, when the king of Cosar objects to them, that the 
songs in the Bible are not artificially composed, according 
to numbers and quantities of feet and syllables, makes the 
Jew answer, That the Scripture poetry was of a nobler 
sort, not formed to tickle the ear, but affect the heart, by 
great height and elevation of the sense, together with lofty 
.expressions, whereby men were moved to attend to it, and 
to keep it in mind; (par. ii. sect. 69, &c.) And so much 
Abarbinel acknowledges upon this place, " that no such 
Verses, consisting in the number and quantity of syllables, 
are to be found either in the Bible or in the Talmud (either 
in the Mischna or the Gemara), but are of later invention 
among the Jews, in imitation of the Arabians and other na- 
tions among whom they dwelt in this long captivity. Yet 
in the Scripture poetry, there is a certain disposition of 
•words, which makes them melodious, and fit to be sung to 
.musical instruments ; and so sententious, that they might 
be more easily remembered than simple narrations : though 
now, after so many ages, they cannot reduce this poetry to 
rules." He tries indeed to bring this song under certain 
regulations; fancying that it consists of eight orders or 
ranks (as he calls them), two of which aTe very short, and 
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two very long; and four of a middle size : which he prose- 
cutes with much subtlety, but with little satisfaction. 

And spake, saying, I will sing unto the Lord, &c.] Every 
one joined in this song of praiso ; which may be thus para- 
phrased : — 

Ver. 1. " Wo wiS joyfully praise the Lord; for he hath 
in a most illustrious and magnificent manner shewn his 
power; by throwing horse and men, when they little thought * 
of it, into the sea. 

Ver. 2. " It is he who hath given us this victory, and 
therefore he is to be praised and acknowledged as our de- 
liverer. He is our most gracious and mighty God; for 
whom we will prepare a tabernacle wherein to worship 
him. Our fathers had great experience of his goodness, 
and therefore we are the more bound to make him our 
most thankful acknowledgments, and give him the highest 
praises. 

Ver. 3. " There is none can stand before the Lord, who 
hath perfectly subdued our enemies; and faithfully fulfilled 
his promises to his servants. 

Ver. 4. H For he hath cast PhaTaoh, and all his cha- 
riots, and great commanders, into the sea, as easily as one 
sends an arrow out of a bow. 

Ver. 5, " They are buried, and shall rise up no more. 

Ver.G. "Thou hast manifested thy omnipotence, OLord, 
most magnificently: it was thy irresistible power, O Lord, 
which dashed in pieces such mighty enemies. 
. Ver. 7. " It was a work of thy most excellent power ; 
w r hich will be ever .magnified in the overthrow of such x 
adversaries, with whom thou no sooner shewedst thyself 
displeased, but they vanished as stubble doth before the 
flame. 

Ver. 8. "Thou didst but give the command, and by a 
vehement wind the waters of the sea weTe divided and 
heaped up, so that they swelled into little mountains; and 
were compact like a wall which was upheld from falling 
down, till the people passed through the midst of the sea. 

Ver. 9. " Our enemies pursued us with a full confi- 
dence, that they should overtake and make a prey of us ; 
and after they had satisfied their revenge upon us, as cer- 
tainly reduce us under their yoke, as they drew their swords 
against us. 

Ver. 10. " But with a turn of the wind all their vain 
hopes sunk on a sudden, together with themselves, to the 
bottom of the sea. 

Ver. 11. "There are none among all that are called gods, 
in heaven or in earth, that are comparable to thee, OLord, 
whose perfections infinitely transcend all other, and there- 
fore art to be praised with the greatest fear and reve- 
rence ; for thy very works are wonderful, and to be had in 
admiration. 

Ver. 12. " By thy mighty power they were buried in the 
bottom of the sea, into which they sank". 

Ver. 13. " And in great mercy thou hast preserved thy 
people, whom thou hast brought out of Egypt, and rescued 
from cruel servitude, and conducted, by a mighty provi- 
dence, towards the holy land, which thou hast promised 
to them, there to dwell among them. 

Ver. 14. "And why should we doubt of our coming 
thither? The fame of this wonder shall go before us, and 
strike a. terror into the most valiant inhabitants of that 
country. 



Ver. 15. " Nay, all their neighbours, as well as they, 
shall find their hearts fail therf and become as weak as 
water. 

Ver. 1G. "Such a terror shall fall upon them, that they 
shall be no more able to stir than a stone, when they hear 
of this dreadful execution : but suffer thy people, O Lord, 
to pass to their inheritance, which thou hast prepared for 
them. 

Ver. 17. "Thither shalt thou bring them, and there make 
them to take root in the highest mountains of that country, 
where thou hast designed a place for thine own dwelling, 
of which thy power also will lay the foundation. 

Ver. 18. "And thou shalt do more wonders; since thy 
dominion and power endures to all ages. 

Ver. 19. " For who can dethrone thee ? Who in tho 
same sea hast made a grave to bury the Egyptians, and a 
path for thy people Israel to walk in, as if they had been 
on dry ground." 

And now having given the sense of the song in this para- 
phrase, it may be proper to confirm it, by the explication 
of some phrases in it. 

Ver. 1. Hath he thrown into the sea.] The Hebrew word 
ramah signifies a sudden precipitation; when they were in 
the height of their hopes to overtake and subdue the 
Israelites. 

Ver. 2. He is my God.] Though some think the word El 
to be a contraction of Elohim, yet it seems to be derived 
from ajal, and is generally thought to import might and 
strength. But I have taken in the other notion of good- 
ness also. (See ver. 11.) 

Prepare him a habitation.] As if they thought a cloud 
too mean a habitation for the Divine Glory, they resolve 
to build him a tabernacle : just as David, ashamed he 
should dwell in a tabernacle, designed to build him a 
temple. 

My father's God.] i. e. Jacob's ; of whom God took a 
singular care, both before and after he came into Egypt. 

Ver. 3. The Lord is a man of war.] i. e. Gets great vic- 
tories, as the Targum expresses it. For when the Hebrews 
would express any eminent quality, they put the word isch 
before it. As in 1 Sam. xvii. 33. we meet w r ith this very 
expression concerning Goliath, " a man of war from his 
youth ;" $. e. a great warrior. And in the foregoing chap- 
ter, David is called both isch milchamah, a man of war, 
and isch toar, a man of form or beauty ; z. e. a beautiful 
or comely person, as we translate it, 1 Sam. xvi. 18. And 
in this very book, isch de varim, a man of words, is an 
eloquent man. 

The Lord is his name.] He seems to allude unto that 
which God said to Moses, when he first appeared to him, 
(iii. 14—16. vi. 3, 4. G.) 

Ver. 4. Pharaoh* s chariots.] The Hebrew word merca- 
vah, comprehends the horses by which they were drawn ; 
which were commonly four to each chariot, as Maimonides 
probably gathers from 1 Kings x. 29. Where a horse is 
said to come out of Egypt at a hundred and fifty shekels, 
and a chariot at six hundred ; because it comprehended 
four horses. (More Nevoch. par. i. cap. 70.) 

Chosen captains.] The Hebrew word schalish imports 
something extraordinary ; either in their stature, or in 
their command; which they had, perhaps, over three squad- 
rons, as wo now speak. But Hen. Valesius, a very learned 
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man, thinks the LXX. rightly translated the word by.rpw-: 
rarag; which he translates three fighting out of a chariot. 
For 7rpct)ro<rrar)ie and wapaararnQ, are both words belonging 
to military discipline (which they call tactics), and rpia- 
Tarr}Q he takes to be of the same kind, and rightly rendered ; 
byRufinus, ternos statores, in Euseb. Histor.Eccles.lib.: 
ix. c.9. p/358. : . & I . ■ '" s s*l 

Ver. 5. Sank to the bottom as a stone.} The waters 
which stood up like a wall, falling down with great vio- 
lence upon them, they sank under their weight to the bot- 
tom of the sea; from .whence, after some time, they rose 
up again, and were thrown upon the shore, (xiv. 30.) 
though not all of .them; but some seem to have been, 
buried in the bottom "of the sea. (See vcr. 12.) 

Ver; 6. Right hand] Is frequently used for the height of 
power exerted in the preservation .of good men, or the 
destruction of the bad, (Psalm xx. 6. xxi. 8.) 

Ver. 7. In the greatness of thy excellency, &c] All words 
being too low to declare the greatness of God's power, 
which appeared in the overthrow of the Egyptians ; he en- 
deavours to rise higher and higher in his expressions,* to 
shew how much he admired it. 

llwu sentest forth thy wrath.'] He seems to allude unto 
God's looking. upon them through the pillar of fire and of 
the cloud, (xiv. 24.) and to the thunder and lightning, 
which are supposed to have come from thence. 

Vcr. 8. And with the blast of thy nostrils.] This may 
relate to the strong wind which drove the sea back, 
(xiv. 21.) 

The waters were gathered together.'] This word Aram', or 
Haram, signifies to heap up together : from whence the Ara- 
bians call those great banks, which arc raised to keep in 
waters from overflowing a country, by the name of Arem, 
or Harem, as Bochartus hath observed in his Phaleg. lib. 
ii. cap. 2G. And so the word may be here translated, the 
waters were heaped up as banks, on each side of the 
Israelites. 

Vcr. 9. I will divide the spoil.] It belonged to kings, 
and chief commanders, to divide the spoil; as Moses, 
David, and Joshua did among the soldiers. 

My hand shall destroy them.] Or, repossess them (as it 
is in the margin), bring them back to their slavery in 
Egypt. 

Ver. 10. TJiey sank like lead.] It signifies the sudden- 
ness of their destruction: for a talent of lead sinks in a 
moment. 

Vcr. 11. JF7jo is like unto thee among the gods?] Or, the 
mighty ones, as it is in the margin. For Elim is the plural 
of El, which comes from Ejalah (saith the author of Sepher 
Cosri), which denotes fortitude or strength. For from him 
proceeds all power and might: but is himself more sub- 
lime and eminent, than to be likened to any other power, 
according to these words, which he quotes for the proof of 
it, (par. iv. sect. 3.) 

Fearful in praises.] I sec no solidity in the gloss of It. 
Eliezcr, that Moses speaks in the plural number, because 
the angels praised God above when the Israelites praised 
him below, (Pirke Elicz. cap. 42.) The plain meaning is, 
that he ought to be praised with the greatest reverence; 
for to him alone (as Conradus Pellicanus glosses) belongs 
all honour and glory, who can never* enough be praised. 

Vcr. 12. Tlie earth swallowed them.] They who 1 were 
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drowned in the'sea are here said .to be swallowed up. in 1 
the earth; just as Jonah saith, when he .was in the sea, 
that i* he went down to the bottom of the mountains ; and 
the earth with her bars was about him for over," (ii; 6.) 
because the sea, which swallowed both him and the Egyp- 
tians, is in the depths of the earth. It. Eliezer thinks that 
they being thrown upon the sea-shore, (xiv. 30:) the earth 
opened her mouth, and swallowed them up. Which is 
possible ; but there is no necessity of so understanding it. ' 
Rather. after the Israelites had spoiled them, the sea which 
had cast them on shore, afterwards, as is usual, carried 
them' off again, and buried them in the sand or mud.. **.. 

Ver. 13. Thy holy habitation.] The country where God 
himself intended to have a dwelling-place, (ver. 17.) " ■ 
- .Ver. 14. The. inhabitants of Palestina.] The Philistines' 
seem to have been the most valiant people in that' country 
to which the Israelites were to go, and therefore here men- 
tioned. 

Ver. 15. The dukes of Edom.] Concerning the word' 
alluphe, see Gen. xxxvi. 18. By this it appears, that 
Idumaea was at this time under the government of dukes; 
though before Moses's death they had kings, (Numb. xx. 
14.) For they often changed their government, as I ob- 
served upon Gen. xxxvi. where Moses gives an account 
both of their dukes and of their kings. ■ . 
" Ver. 16.. Shall be as still as a stone.] The LXX.^trans- 
late.it aTToX&wSriTwaav, turned into stones; i.e. so struck 
with the terror of the Lord, that they remained unmovcablo 
as stones; having no heart to oppose the passage of the 
Israelites into Canaan. 

Ver. 17. The mountain of thine inheritance.] Moses 
seems to have foreseen, by the spirit of prophecy, that God 
would place his habitation upon Mount Sionl Which he 
understood, perhaps, from the sacrifice of Isaac upon 
Mount Moriah, (Gen. xxii.) • 

Ver. 18. The Lord shall reign for ever and ever.] It may 
signify, that when they came thither, they would always 
acknowledge him for their Sovereign, who had done such 
mighty things for them. 

- Ver. 19. The horse of Pharaoh went in with his chariots, 
&c.] In this, which the Greeks call the epiphonema of the 
song, Moses briefly comprehends the whole matter of it, 
and makes it cncl as it began. ( 

Ver. 20. And Miriam.] Or, as the LXX., the Syriac, 
and others read it, Mariam; which some think comes from 
marah, which signifies bitterness (as the Arabic word 
marara doth), and that their cruel usage by Pharaoh, espe- 
cially his decree that all the male children should be slain, 
was the occasion of this name ; for it made their life bitter 
to them, as the text saith, (i. 14.) Thus the author of 
Dibre Hajamim (or/ of the Life of Moses) and our Dr, 
Lightfoot, and others. • But Lo Moino guesses, not un- 
happily, that it signifies as much as marjam, which is, in 
English, a drop of the sea; from which the story of Venus 
was framed, among the Greeks, who feigned her to have 
been born of the froth of the sea, which gave her the name' 
of Aphrodite. The fable of Diana also, as well as Venus, 
had no other original, but from that which is here said of 
Miriam ; as Huctius hath probably conjectured, in his 
Demonstrate Evang. propos. iv. cap. 12. sect. 4. 

The prophetess.] She was called by this name, I sup- 
pose, because she had a gift of composing hymns in praiso 
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of tlje Divine Majesty, which, it is certain, is meaiit some- 
times by prophesying in Scripture/(SedlSam. x. 5,6.) And 
tlius among theGreeks> a prophet and apoefwere the sa*mc 
thing; and the Latin word, va tes- signifies both. For, as 
Quinctilian saith, (lib. i. cap. 10.) music was had* in such 
veneration in ancient times, that "Jidcm musici, ct vatcfe 
ct sapicntes judicarentur /■ But there are other places of 
Holy Scripturo, which would incline one to think that she 
also received revelations from God, for the direction of] 
the people. Particularly Mich. vi. 4. where she is men- 
tioned as ono that conducted Israel out of Egypt; and her 
own words, with Aaron's, (Numb. xii. 2.) ^hath hot the 
Lord spoken by us also?" .Which the Lord heard, and 
doth not contradict, but rather allow to be true; though 
they had not such near communication with him as Moses 
had, (ver. G.) Perhaps she instructed the women, as Moses 
and Aaron did the men. 

The sister of Aaron J] And why not of Moses ? The com- 
mon answer is, that Aaron and she lived longest together ; 
Moses having been absent from them forty years. Or, per- 
haps, Moses was not by the same mother which Aaron 
and Miriam had. She was married to Hur, if we "may be- 
lieve Josephus. 

Took a timbrel in her Jiand.] So.the manner was in after- 
times when they prophesied, (1 Sam.x. 5, 6; 2. Kings iii. 
15.) and when they sang hymns, (Psalm xxxiii. 2.1vii. 7, 8.) 
and upon any pecasion of great rejoicing, (Judg. xi. 34. 
1 Sara, xviii. 6.) From which wc may learn, how ancient 
music was in the service of God,: there being" nothing in 
which it can be better employed than in his praises.- There- 
fore it was no part of the gentile idolatry, that they used 
such instruments as these in their Divine worship \ but they 
honoured false gods in that manner, that Moses ; and the 
Israelites had done the true. And it ought tQ have a re- 
mark set upon it, that this way of- praising* God was no 
part of the Mosaical institution ; but derived from more an- 
cient times before the law was given. 

And all the women went out after her.] To join with her 
in the praises of God, as the men did with Moses and Aaron, 
with timbrels and dances. As they played with these instru- 
ments in their hands, so their whole bodies made a decent 
motion with their feet. Which afterwards tended to lasci- 
viousuess, but anciently was very grave, and so becoming, 
that such dances were as devout expressions of joy, as 
their solemn music- This appears by the example of 
David, dancing before the ark, when it .was* brought up 
from the house of Obed-Edom, in a joyful procession both 
of men and w r omen, with vocal and instrumental music, (L 
Chron. xv. 27 — 29. Psalm Ixviii. 26.) From which pat- 
terns all nations, from the most ancient times, made danc- 
ing a part of the worship of their gods; as Huetius observes, 
in his Demonstr. Evang. propos. iv. cap* 6. n. 2. who 
ingeniously conjectures, in another placeof that work, 
(cap. 12. n. 4.) that from this dancing of Miriam, and her 
companions, on the sea-shore, Callimachus, in his Hymn 
to Diana, ascribes to her t^KovTaxopyn^ag^Kiavivag, three- 
score dancers, the daughters of the ocean. 

Ver. 21. And Miriam answered them, &c] i. e. She and 
the women answered Moses and the people, verse by verse: 
or after every verso sung by Moses and the men,- Miriam 
and the women interposed and repeated this verse (which 
is the first of the song), saying, "Sing to the Lord, for he 



hath triumphed gloriously," &c. » And thfs ^fras a way of 
singings in kftertiraes, as appeals from Psalm exxxv. and 
Ezraiii. lliof which I have given some account in my 
preface to the Pai*aphrase of the .Book of Psalms. Which 
justifies, or tather commends, our way of reading or chant- 
ing the Psfclms interchangeably by responses, as wc call 
them, or answering one to another ; which certainly, it apr 
peats by this placd, is the most ancient way of all other. 
And is represented in Isa. Vi. 3. as practised by the angels 
themselves, in their worship of the Divine Majesty. 

Ver. 22. So Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea .] Not 
without some importunity; they being eagerly bent upon 
gathering the spoil of the Egyptians. Some such thing the 
Hebrew wot d seems to import, which is jassa, he made them 
to go up. Which signifies some unwillingness, or backward- 
ness; arising cither from that cause, or from a desire to re- 
turn to Egypt (as some fancy), which now perhaps they 
thought to be so empty, that they might get it for them- 
selves. 

And they went out] From the. station where they were 
at the Red Sea. 

Into the wilderness of ShurJ] Mentioned Gen. xvi. 7. 
and was a part of the wilderness of Etham; which was the 
general name for this desert, (Numb, xxxiii. 8.) 

And they went three days in the wilderness.'] viz. The 
twenty-second, twenty-third, and twenty-fourth of Nisan. 

And found no water,] Which was a very great trial of 
them. For their cattle, as well as they, suffered much by 
it; and could not afford them milk sufficient to quench their 
thirst. 

Ver. 23. And when they came to Marah.J This was the 
fourth station of the Israelites after they came out of 
Egypt; and in the •same wilderness; which had this name 
given it after they came there, from the bitterness or brack- 
ishness of the water. 

They cmdd not drink of the water, &c] This was the 
more, grievous, because they had wanted this refreshment 
three days. 

Ver. 24. And the people murmured against Moses, say- 
ing, What shall we drink?] It is the conceit of Abarbincl, 
that Moses brought them from the Red Sea without the 
direction of the cloud which conducted them thither: but 
then left them to his guidance. Which made the people 
think it was Moses's fault that they were in distress ; who 
did not know how to lead them ,to the most commodious 
and likely places for the finding good water. And therefore 
from Marah they stirred net, till the cloud again led them ; 
because it is said(xvii.L) they journeyed from Sin, by the 
commandment ofdheLord: But all this is a mere fancy, 
to excuse his forefathers; who should rather have prayed 
to God than murmured against Moses. For wc read ex- 
pressly, God " did not take away the pillar of the cloud by 
day, and the pillar of fire by night, from before the people," 
(xiii. 22.) that is, it constantly guided them in the way 
wherein they should go, whether they travelled by day or 
by night. And in that very place, which he builds his 
opinion upon>- where it is said, they "journeyed according 
to the commandment of the Lord ;" it is also expressly re- 
corded, that " there was no water for the people to drink/' 
(xvii. 1.) 

Ver. 25. And he cried unto the Lord,] He did what they 
should have done;; made his earnest prayer to God to re- 
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lieve them in this distress; which he instantly: YQUchsafed 
to do. 

And the Lord shewed him a tree.] We arQ not told what 
tree this was; whose wood being thrown Jnto the waters 
took off their bitterness; but, to. increase the miracle, the 
Jews will have this to have, been a tree of bitter taste 
(which Jonathan calls Ardophne), which naturally would 
have made the waters bitter, if they had been sweet. Der 
metrius mentions this wonderful cure of the waters, in Eur 
sebius's Praepar. Evang. lib. ix. cap. 29. 

Which ivhen he had castinto the water.] By. the order of 
the Lord, who shewed him the tree. For the wonder did 
not consist (as Huetius thinks,, in his Qu^estiones Alne- 
tanae) in curing the water by throwing the wood into it (for 
that may be done naturally, as Pliny shews), but that he 
found this wood in the wilderness, by the direction of God: 
as Elisha found, by the same Divine direction, that the 
throwing in of meal would make water sweet; which the 
same Pliny saith is a natural remedy.. 

There he made for them.']. Propounded to them, ot ap- 
pointed them. 

A statute and an ordinance.] This seems to signify, that 
for their better government, God now gave them a few rules 
to be observed for the present, till he should more fully 
declare his will to them from Mount Sinai. And it is a 
most ancient constant tradition of the Jews, that now he 
commanded them to observe the sabbath (which they un- 
derstand by statute) and to do justice; particularly honour 
their parents ; which they understand by ordinance or judg- 
ment^ as the Hebrew word imports. And .they instance 
especially in keeping the sabbath, and honouring of pa- 
rents; because those two commandments are pressed upon 
them in Deuteronomy, with this particular enforcement, 
•"As the Lord commanded thee," (Dcut. v. 12. 16.) which 
they will have to relate unto, this command at Marah.. (See 
Mr.Selden,Iib. iii. de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 9. p. 314. 333. 
&c.) And perhaps these two might be in the number ; but 
it is probable there were more commands besides these, 
which were now given them ; as the. following verse seems 
to intimate. 

And there he proved them.] He began there to -make a 
trial of their obedience, whether they would , observe these 
laws or no. 

Ver. 26. And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the 
voice of the Lord thy God, &c] This was the main thing 
he required of them, as Jeremiah observes, vii. 22, 23. 
Where, he saith, God spake nothing to them, "in the day 
when he brought them out of Egypt ( i. e. at this time), 
concerning burnt-offerings and sacrifices," but only com- 
manded them, saying, " Obey my voice." And this Mai- 
monides confesses in his More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 32. 
f It appears from the Scripture, and the Cabala also, 
that the first precept which God gave us after we came 
out of Egypt, was not concerning burnt-offerings and sa- 
crifices ; but it was that given us at Marah. € If thou wilt 
diligently kearken to the voice of the Lord thy God:' 
where he gave us a statute and a judgment. And it is a 
certain tradition, that the statute was the sabbath; and 
the judgment was the taking away all iniquity;" i. e. doing 
justly. 

J vnll put none of those diseases upon thee, which I have 
brought upon the Egyptians.] He encourages their obe- 



dience by a gracious promise, to preserve them from those 
terrible plagues which he inflicted upon the Egyptians for 
their disobedience. Which is an indication withal, that if 
the Israelites proved like them, they should be punished in 
the sam^ manner, as he threatens afterwards, (Deut.xxyiii. 
59, &c.) 

Jam the Lord that healeth thee.] There arc two parts 
of a physician's. office ; to cure. men when they are sick ; 
and to preserve them in health when they are well. The 
latter is here chiefly intended: which the Psalmist takes 
notice of, when he saith, (cv. 37.) " There was not one 
feeble person among their tribes." 

Ver. 27. And they came to Elim.] They seem to have stayr 
cd but a day at Marah, and on the twenty-fifth of Nisan to 
have come to this place called Elim (which signifies rams), 
from the good pasture which was here for the feeding sheep; 
as Jacobus Capellus will have it. But Bochartus thinks 
that El signifies in general a field ; as El-paran, (Gen. xiv. 
6.) he interprets the field or plain of Varan : and conse- 
quently Elim signifies a part of the wilderness, where there 
were large and spacious plains. Thus I find Ezekiel the 
tragedian (mentioned by Eusebius) understood it, in his 
Exagoge : where he brings in one talking with Moses, and 
pointing him to this place: where a great light shone, on a 
sudden, as a pillar of fire, to shewit to them. Which he 
calls Xetfiijva KaravKiov, a shady meadow, and* saith it was 
ia^ikfiQ x~o$qq fiaQvc, an exceeding fertile ground, (lib. ix. 
Praepar. lEvang. cap. 29.) 

Whereivere twelve wells of water, and threescore and ten 
palm-trees.] Twelve wells of water, according to the num- 
ber of the twelve tribes ; and seventy palm-trees, according 
to. the- number of the elders of Israel, says the Jerusalem 
Targum and Jonathan's Paraphrase. Which Nachmanides 
so much believed, that ho saith each tribe pitched their 
tents about one of these fountains: and the seventy el- 
ders sat down under the shadow of the palm-trees; giving 
thanks to God for the benefits they now received upon dry 
land, as lately they had done in the sea. But there is no 
reason to think that the high court, consisting of so many 
elders, was now. constituted ; as I have observed before : 
of which see Mr. Selden, lib. i. de Synedr. cap. 15* p. C26, 
&c. There is nothing in the story neither to warrant what 
Ezekiel says in the place beforcnamed, that these twelve 
springs all gushed Ik fiiag irirpag^ out of one rock, which" was 
in this beautiful plain. No more than there is for what 
follows in him, concerning a marvellous strange bird, such 
as no man ever saw before, as big again as an eagle, of 
various colours* and a most sweet voice; which appeared 
to them upon this occasion. Which he seems to have had 
out of some Talmudical fable. 

Palm-trees.] This tree delights in watery places; and 
therefore no wonder so many were planted here by these 
fountains. For it is noted by Pliny, that " gaudet irriguis> 
ct toto anno bibere amat," the palm-tree delights in places 
well-watered,' and loves to drink all the year. There were 
two sorts of these trees : the common, and that which was 
called Kapvwrbv, because it bare dates; as Salmasius hath 
observed in his Plinianse Exercit. p. 472. 1326. If these 
were of the latter sort, they gave them the better enter- 
tainment. 

And they encamped there by the water, \ To refresh them- 
selves and their flocks in this delightful place. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Ver. 1. *cjl.ND they took their journey from Elim.] After 
Ihoy had rested a good while there ; as appears by the end 
of the verse. 

' And all the congregation came unto the wilderness of Sin.] 
Not directly; but first they went back towards. the Red 
Sea; which was their next station after they left Elim: as 
Moses tells us, Numb, xxxiii. 10. where he gives an 
exact account of all their. stations; one of which is here 
omitted, because nothing remarkable, I suppose, fell out 
there: and they did not stay long in it., This^Sm-is' dif- 
ferent from that where Miriam died, (Numb. xx. 1.) and 
written with different letters. 

Which is between Elim and Sinai] So the direct way to 
Sinai had been into this, wilderness of Sin: but, for some 
reason which we know not, they first returned to some part 
of that sea where they had been before. 

On the fifteenth day of the second month, &c] Just a 
month after they came out of Egypt. And therefore, it 
seems, they stayed a good while at Elim, where there was 
plenty of water and some shade; which was now very 
comfortable.: this second month (which they called Ijar) 
answering to part of our April. and May. Or otherwise, 
we must suppose they spent some time at the Red Sea: 
whither God conducted them, perhaps, to put thenV in 
mind of his late great mercy to them there; which might 
incline them to be more obedient to his commands, men- 
tioned xv. 25, 26. 

Ver. 2. And the whole congregation of the children of 
Israel] Their elders and all are included in these words, 
they being the same with those ver. 1. which certainly 
comprehend all that came out of Egypt. Though, it is 
likely, there were some more pious amongthem, who were 
not guilty of what follows ; when the generality were so 
mutinous, that they who were better disposed could scarce- 
ly be discerned. 

Murmured against Moses and Aaron.] This seems to be 
a higher discontent than the former, (xv. 24.) because the 
whole congregation were engaged in it: whereas there it 
is only said, the people were concerned in it. And there 
they quarrelled only with Moses: but here with both their 
leaders. And as that was for want of water, so this for 
want of bread: all their dough, which they brought out of 
Egypt, being now spent. So Josephus and R. Bechai, 
which latter saith, the dough they brought out of Egypt 
sufficed for a whole month, from the fifteenth of Nisan to 
the fifteenth of Ijar, and the night of the sixteenth they 
still ate of it. And then on the sixteenth, he thinks, the 
manna descended : which fell on the first day of the week, 
as he argues from those words, ver. 5. when on the sixth 
day they are commanded to gather twice as much as on 
other days. Which was (says he) both the sixth day of 
the week and of the descent of the manna. 

Ver. 3. Would to God we had died by the hand of the 
Jjord, &c] As some of the Egyptians did. A strange 
wish! proceeding from great ingratitude to God, and for- 
getfulness of his benefits. 

When we sat.] That was the ancient posture of eating 
before this time, (xxxvii. 25. xliii. 33.) and afterward, 
(Exod. xxxii. G. Judg. xix. G.) 



By the flesh-pots, and did eat bread to the full] This is 
not likely; when they were x^ot only mere slaves, but 
uniler cruel hardships. But they untruly magnify their 
former condition, that they may represent their present to 
be more miserable than really it was. 

For ye have brought ns forth into this wilderness.] They 
were glad to be brought out of Egypt; but their discontent 
arose. from their being brought into a wilderness; where 
they wanted all provisions, but what they brought along 
with them. 

< To kill this whole congregation with hunger.] There was 
no danger of their perishing presently; they having so 
many,flogks to feed them. ' But without bread this would 
not sattsjf them; an£ they were 'loath, it is^ikely, to lose 
any of fheir stock, which they hoped rather to increase 
than to diminish. Or else they longed for dainties, as they 
did afterwards : which moved God to send them great store 
of fowl ; as we understand Ver. 12. 

Ver. 4. Tlien said the Lord unto Moses.] He spake to 
him out of the cloud of glory, where the Schcchinah was; 
as I observed above. 

I will rain bread.] Send you down that which shall 
supply the place of bread, in a very plentiful manner; like 
drops of rain from heaven from above out of the clouds. 
Which was, as Greg. Nysscn speaks, rbvavrijjv airtarorarov 
Oavfia, ovk Ik yJjc Kara rb vtvofitcrfiivov, the most incredible of 
all wonders, that bread should be given them, not as 
usually out of the earth, but out of the air, where no seed is 
ever sown, (L. de Vita Mosis, p. 177.) 

Every day.] It came down in daily showers ; as much 
only as would suffice for one day; that they might bo kept 
in a perpetual thankful dependance upon God's providence ; 
and that this might more evidently appear tblift a miracu- 
lous work of his, wlio made it fall at all times of the year 
alike. 'The heathen themselves preserved some memory of 
this, in that fable of Pan (whom Huetius shews to be Moses) 
finding out Ceres, when she had been long wanting, to give 
men bread when they were ready to starve with hunger. 

That I may prove them.] Some thmla this relates to what 
goes before, concerning his sending them bread every day: 
which was so ordered, that he might prove whether they 
would murmur, because they had not enough at once for a 
whole year; or humbly hope in his mercy for a constant 
supply. But the following words (whether they ivill walk 
in my law or no) direct us to a larger sense ; which is, 
that he tried whether they would be obedient to all his com- 
mands, w T hen he let them want nothing to support and en- 
courage them in his service. 

Prove them.] Not as if he was ignorant; but that it 
might plainly appear to others, and to themselves, what 
they were. Or, as Maimonides interprets it, that it might 
openly appear to the world that God sustains him, who 
follows his worship and service, by means that he did not 
think of. So he expounds this very place, (More Ncvoch. 
par. iii. cap. 24.) "That everyone may see and know, whe- 
ther it be beneficial to give one's self to the service of God 
or not." 

Ver. 5. On the sixth day they shall prepare that which 
they bring in.] When they had gathered it, and brought it 
into their tents, they were to grind and bake it, &e. (ver. 
23.) and make ready all things that were necessary against 
the next day; which was to be a festival (viz. the sabbath), 
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on which they were to do nothing. For the sabbath was 
not to be disturbed with such kind .of, work: but though on 
other festivals they might prepare their meat and only ab- 
stain from labour, yet on this they might not so much as 
dress their meat; but it was to be done the evening before: 
on which "they were to prepare every thing for the next 
day. From which preparation this day was called the 
parascue, (Luke xxiii. 54.) the preparation for the sab- 
bath. 

And it shall be twice as much as they gather daily.'] 
Enough, that is, for two days, viz. that sixth day, and the 
next, which was to be the sabbath, ver. 23. where what 
is here briefly said in general, is more particularly and 
largely explained. 

TheTalmudists are generally of an opinion, that the fif- 
teenth day of the second month, wheii they came hither, 
(ver. 1.) was the seventh day of the week : (see Mr. Selden, 
lib.iii. de JureN. etG. cap. 11.) Which, if it be true, they 
knew nothing of the rest of the sabbath; for they travelled 
upon this day. But Mr. Mede hath observed, that it is 
altogether uncertain, whether or no it was the seventh day 
from the creation. It might possibly fall out so, by the 
providence of God, that the seventh day, designed by him 
for their sabbath, might, be both the seventh in order from 
the creation, and also from the day of their deliverance out 
of Egypt. But that, which now determined this seventh 
day, after six days' labour, to be their rest, was their re- 
demption out of Egypt; and the overwhelmingof Pharaoh 
and his host in the Red Sea : which was upon this very 
day. The example of the creation was a reason for sanc- 
tifying one day in seven: but the designation of this seventh 
day, was, as I said, from their wonderful deliverance. 
(See Discourse xv. book 1.) 

Ver. G. And Moses and Aaron said ithto all the children 
of Israel.] What God spake to Moses alone, (ver. 4.) is 
delivered .to the people by Aaron also, who was assistant 
to his brother in the government of them. 

At even?] On the evening of this fifteenth day God sent 
them quails, as we translate ver. 13. 

Then ye shall know that the Lord hath brought you out 
from the land of Egypt.] Be convinced, that it was by the 
Lord's direction and command that you were brought out 
of Egypt into this place. And therefore you have no' rea- 
son to quarrel with us, who did nothing of ourselves with- 
out his order: but rather to trust in him; w r ho can make 
as good provision for you here in the wilderness, as ever 
you saw in Egypt. I *^ 

Ver. 7, And in the morning.] When the manna fell 
down, (ver. 13.) 

Then ye shall see the glory of the Lord.] His great power 
(some interpret it) in sending them bread from heaven, and 
flesh also with it. But I take it rather to refer unto the 
visible appearance of the Divine Majesty, which they saw 
presently after this, (ver. 10.) and were convinced of his 
real presence in that cloud, by the descent of the manna 
from thence next morning; which no power but the Divine 
could produce. And so I find Abarbinel himself inter- 
prets it ; " Their seeing the glory of the Lord, is not to be 
understood of the bread or the flesh he sent them, but of 
the fire which 'appeared to all the people, to reprove them 
for their murmurings." 

For that he heareih your murmurings against the Lord.] 



He is present among you; and takes-notice of your un- 
grateful behaviour towards him. 

For what are ive, that ye murmur, against us?] Alas ! we 
are but poor instruments of his ; who hath done all the 
wonders you have seen, and by that means brought you 
hither: and therefore why do you complain of us, a,s if we 
acted any thing by pur own authority? , 

Ver. 8. And Moses said, This shall be, when the Lord 
shall give you, &c] I say again (therefore mark it), when 
the Lord shall give you flesh to eat in the evening, and in the 
morning bread to the full; then you shall be convinced that 
he hath taken notice of your murmurings : which are really 
tfgainst him, who employs us only as His ministers ; and 
will be so gracious as not to punish your discontents, but 
provide for your necessities. 

Ver. 9. And Moses spake unto Aaron.] Who was his 
minister, as Moses was more immediately God's. 

Speak unto the whole congregation of the children of Is- 
rael.] Who were all engaged in this undutiful murmuring, 
(ver. 2.) ' t 

Come near before the Lord.] Before the Schechinah, or 
Divine Majesty, which was in the cloud, (as I observed, 
xiii. 21.) and now was about to break forth upon them in a 
glorious manner. But, because of their murmurings, the 
cloud was removed, it is probable, to a greater distance 
from them than it used to be. Bonfrerius will have it, 
that they were to come near to the tabernacle of Moses, 
.where the glory of the Lord appeared, (xxxiii. 7. 9.) But 
there is no proof that it was wont to be there till that oc- 
casion. See upon that place. 

For he hath heard your murmurings.'] He will shew 
that he is among you, and observes how ungratefully 
you requite him. It is not unlikely that Moses bade 
Aaron go and speak to the people, because he himseif 
retired to speak to God. That is, to pray for them, and 
to acknowledge his great goodness in passing by, their 
murmurings. , ; 

Ver. 10. And it came to pass, as Aaron spake unto the 
whole congregation of the children of Israel.] According to 
the command of Moses, (ver. 9.) 

That they looked.] They were suddenly surprised, I con- 
ceive, with an unwonted brightness; which made them 
look about to see whence it came. Or Aaron, perhaps, 
bade them look that way. 

Towards the wilderness.] Whither the cloud had con- 
ducted them; and stood at some distance from them. 

And behold, the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud.] 
The Divine Majesty appeared in flaming light; such as 
they had never seen before, (see xiii. 21.) Thus N. Lyra 
truly expounds, "Fulgor quidam irtsolitus," &e. an unusual 
splendour, representing, the Divine 'power, to reprove the 
murmurings of the people. 

A r er. 11. And the Lord spake nnto Moses.] Who was gone, 
as I said, to pray unto God; whilst Aaron was speaking 
unto the people. 

Ver. 12. I have heard the murmurings of the children of 
Israel, &c] He repeats to Moses what he had bidden him 
tell them, (ver. 4— 6.) and perhaps spake it from the cloud 
of glory, in the audience of all the people. 

In the evening ye shall eat flesh.] Ver. 8. 

And in the morning ye shall be filled with bread.] Ver. 4. 
; And ye shall know that I am the Lord your God.] Who 
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brought you out of Egypt; and will provide for you here 
in the wilderness. 

Ver. 13. And it came to pass that at even,} According to 
God's promise, ver. G. 8.° 

The qiiails came tip.'] The only person among, the Jews, 
that adventures thus to translate tho Hebrew word -seta* 
(which is used here, and Numb. xi. 31. and Psalm cv. 40.) 
is Josephus. All others either keep tho Hebrew name, or 
make it another thing than quails. For Jonathan translates 
it pheasants; and Abarbincl makes them a kind of sea- 
fowl: and the Talmudists comprehend four sorts of birds 
under this name; viz. that which feeds upon figs (which 
the Greeks call <rvKak\$), and thrushes, and pheasants, and 
quails. (Seo Bochartus, par. ii. Hierozoic. lib. i. cap. 14.) 
But all this is without good ground ; for the account which 
Moses gives of selau in the book of Numbers agrees to 
none of these, nor any thing we have knowledge of, but a 
kind of locusts: which Job Ludolphus therefore pitches 
upon, and gives very solid reasons for it; as I shall shew 
when I come to that place, Numb. xi. 31. 

Came up.] From the country over against the desert: 
from the sea, saith Aben Ezra; and Josephus, from the 
Arabian Gulf. Not that they were a sea-fowl ; but were in 
great quantity upon that coast. 

And covered the camp.] It seems they fell in the very 
streets, as we speak: so that they needed not do more than 
step out of doors, and take up as many as they .pleased. 
This lasted no longer than that evening:, for. the manna 
Tvhieh fell next morning was to be their constant food. 

And in the morning the dew.] Besides the morning dew, 
there was an evening, (Hos. vi. 4. Cant.v.2.)and Moses in 
Numb. xi. 9. mentions the dew that fell in the night. From 
whence, I suppose, came the opinion among some of the 
Jews, that there was a double dew in which the manna was 
enclosed: a dew below it, which fell in the night; and a 
dew above it, which after the manna was fallen came upon 
it, and covered it in the morning: by which means, being 
thus enclosed, it was kept very clean. 

Lay round about the host.] -Not in the camp ; but round 
about it on the face of the wilderness, (ver. 14.) For the 
camp was not so clean a place, nor so apt to congeal the 
manna, that fell with the dew. 

Ver. 14. And when the dew that lay was gone up.] This 
shews the dew fell first, and then the manna fell upon 
it, (as we read expressly, Numb. xi. 9.) whereby it was 
kept pure, and free from the dust that was upon the 
ground. 

Behold, upon the face of the wilderness.] When the dew 
was exhaled by the sun, the manna appeared ; which co- 
vered the wilderness round about them. 4 

There lay a small round thing.] This word is no where 
else to be found in the Holy Scripture ; which hath made it 
differently rendered. But our translation is authorized by 
what is said, ver. 31. that it was like coriander seed: which 
hath respect not to its colour or taste, but to its form and 
figure. And so the LXX. here understood it, when they 
translated it d><n\ Kopiov \ivkqv. 

As small as the hoar-frost on the ground.] This seems to 
relate to the colour, which was white: but expresses also 
that it was very small, like a drop of dew frozen to the 
ground. 

Ver. 15. And when the children of Israel saw it.] Which , 



was as soon as they rose in tho morning, and went out of 
the doors of their tents. 

They said one to another, It is manna.] The Hebrew 
words man hu, are thought by some to signify as much. as 
mah-hu, i. c. What is it? So Philo, Josephus, and a great 
number of the ancient and modern expositors,' who take 
man to bo an Egyptian word, signifying as much as the 
Hebrew word mah. But it doth not seem likely, that they 
joined an Egyptian word to a Hebrew; as hu is acknow- 
ledged to bo. Therefore it may be better expounded, it is 
a gift, ox a portion. For manah signifies to appoint or 
order one's diet, (Dan. i. 10.) and as kav comes from Jcavah, 
by casting away the last letter; somayman, in like manner, 
from manah. And the meaning is, This is the gift of God; 
or, This is it which God hath appointed us: not knowing 
(as it here follows) determinatcly what to call it. Suidas 
seems to have thought of this, when he defines it to be 17 
avwOtv xopiryov/ievrj Tpo<j>ri,&c. (See Drusius, in his Quaest. 
Hebraicse, lib.i. cap. G2.) 

For they wist not what it was.] Had not a distinct con- 
ception what kind of food it was, not having yet tasted it ; 
nor knowing certainly (as Abarbinel fancies) whether this 
was the bread that Moses bade them expect: who there- 
fore tells them, in tho next words, that it was that 
bread. 

This is the bread which the Lord hath given you to eat.] 
You rightly called it, a Divine gift (as Abarbinel goes on), 
for this indeed is the bread which the Lord bestows upon 
you for your sustenance, according to his promise which ho 
made you by me, (ver. 4.) 

Ver. 16. Tliis is the thing which the Lord hath com- 
manded^ Here now Moses shews how the use of this food 
was to be regulated. 

Gather of it every man according to his eating.] As much 
as will suffice for his and his family's sustenance for one 
day. 

An omer for every man.] That they might be sure to 
have enough, he allows every person among them to have an 
omer: which was something less than half a peck of our 
measure. Hero Abarbinel hath a pertinent observation; 
that is, being a Divine food, was not to be used as common 
things are, which men gather into heaps, lay up in barns, 
traffic withal, or lay up for their children : but it was to 
be spent as a gift of God both to poor and rich. Some 
can get more of worldly goods, and some less ; by which 
means some give, and others receive : but here all received 
from the bounty of heaven; and God ordered it so, that 
they who w r ere poor should not want, and they who were 
rich should have nothing beyond their wants, to lay up, or 
to sell, as they did other things. For every one was to 
have only as much as he could cat: and no man could eat 
above an omer. Which doth not signify that they gathered 
it by.measure ; but as much as they thought would amount 
to that quantity: with an intention, that if they had more 
than they needed others should have it, who had gathered 
less than they needed. 

Take ye every man for them which are in his tents.] For 
tho old and the young, who could not go out to gather for 
themselves. - 

Ver. 17. And the children of Israel did so, &c] Gathered 
what they thought would be sufficient for themselves and 
their families : according as they were larger, or less in 
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number. And when they came home, they dealt to every 
one the proportion which God ordered. , r ? u 

And gathered some more, some less.] They were not all 
alike able (it is like) to gather, nor alike diligent; and so 
did not gather an equal quantity. But the true reason I 
have given already, viz. that some families did not require 
so much as others. 

Ver. 18. And when they did mete it with an omer.*] When 
it was brought unto their tents, (ver. 16.) then the father of 
the family, or some of the rulers of the congregation, (ver. 
22.) measured what they had gathered with an omer; and 
gave to every one according as God directed. 

He tltat gathereu much had nothing over.] Had no more 
than his omer. 

And he that gathered little had no lack.'] He that had not 
gathered enough to make an omer for every man, had it 
made up to him out of other men's gatherings, who had 
more than enough, Abarbinel will have it, that they were 
so directed by a miraculous providence, as to gather just so 
much for their several families, that every person's share 
would come to an omer, and neither more nor less. And 
so Greg. Nyssen calls this the second miracle which was 
in the manna, having observed one before^ ver. 14. But 
others think, that if any part of it remained after every 
one in the family had an omer, it was food for their cattle ; 
which in the wilderness wanted grass sufficient for them. 
And this seems the more probable, because otherwise we 
must make a new miracle, that every man, woman, and 
child, should be able to eat an omer: which all grant was 
sufficient for the sustenance of any man whatsoever ; but 
was too much sure for a child. 

Tliey gathered every man according to his eating.] As they 
were directed, ver. 16. 

Ver. 19. And Moses said, Let no man leave of it till the^ 
morning.] It was therefore to be all spent, one way or 
other, the same day it fell. Which was the law of all the 
holy feasts, particularly of the Passover, (xii. 10.) and of 
the sacrifices of peace-offerings, (Lev. xxi. 30.) Besides, 
(rod would have them depend upon his providence, and 
trust him for fresh supplies every day; as Aben Ezra well 
notes. And R. Levi ben Gersom ; " He that kept it till 
the morning betrayed his want of faith, and feared God 
would send no more:" for if he believed, to what purposo 
should he be at the pains to keep it? 

Here was a new wonder, that, as it fell every day for 
forty years together^ both in winter and in summer; and 
likewise fell in such quantity, that every one had an omer, 
and none wanted this measure ; so it would not keep till 
the next morning; which it might have done in its own na- 
ture, and did once in a week ; and in the ark was pre- 
served to many generations. 

Ver. 20. Notivitlistanding they hearkened not unto Moses, 
but some of them left of it till the morning.] Either through 
unbelief, or mere negligence, or a wanton inclination to 
make an experiment, some among them disobeyed his 
command. 

And it bred worms and stank.] This was a wonder also, 
that such a heavenly food, so pure and simple, should not 
only breed worms, but also stink. Which was a punish- 
ment for their disobedience, though a merciful one, in that 
God did not inflict it upon themselves, but upon their 
food. 



The Jews commonly take these words to be transposed ; 
things being wont first to putrefy, and then to breed worms ; 
and in that order Moses relates this matter, when it was 
laid up for the sabbath, (ver. 22.) " That it neither stank, 
neither was any worm therein." But Abarbinel thinks that 
Moses here speaks of it according to the order wherein 
they found it: which was, that first worms appealed in it 
to their eyes, and then they smelt the stink. But in speak- 
ing of what fell out on the seventh-day, he follows the na- 
tural order, and saith it did not stink, neither was any 
worm in it. 

And Moses was wroth with them.] Chid them severely 
for their disobedience to him, who had bestowed such a 
singular benefit upon them. 

Ver. 21. And they gathered it every morning, every man 
according to his eating.] This is not needlessly repeated ; but 
a further explication of their care and diligence, to furnish 
themselves yearly in the morning with as much as was ne- 
cessary, before the sun grew hot and melted it; or (as 
some of the Jews add) raised the wind, which blew dust 
upon it. 

Wlien the sun waxed hot, it melted.] That it might not 
be trod upon, nor putrefied. Which seems to be spoken 
of that which remained in the open field ungathered: 
though Abarbinel will have it, that what they had brought 
into their tents melted also when the sun grew hot ; which 
obliged them not only to gather it early, but to bake and 
prepare it presently, while it was yet hard, and not dis- 
solved. But I see no ground for this ; nor is it likely that 
they were constrained to prepare it all together; but might 
any time that day, at supper as well as dinner, order it 
according to their liking. Others of the Jews fancy, that, 
being melted, it made little^ brooks and rivulets in the 
fields, &c. ; but the plain sense is, that the sun which 
melted it, exhaled it also into the air, from whence it came, 
and returned again the next morning. 

Ver. 22. On the sixth day they gathered twice as much 
bread, &c] According to the command of God, ver. 5. 
It appears by this place, where it is called bread, (as it 
is ver. 4. 12.) that it w r as of a hard substance when it fell, 
though it dissolved by the heat of the sun ; being like the 
corn of which bread is made. 

And the rulers of the congregation came and told Moses.] 
He had bidden them gather a double quantity on the sixth 
day; but hadnot told them the reason of it, (ver. 5.) and 
therefore they, come to inquire what they should do with 
it. *By this one would think they were the rulers, who 
saw a distribution made to every one, in a just proportion: 
or, that they appointed overseers to take care of it. 

Ver. 23. And he said unto them, This is that xvhich the 
Lord hath said.] This is the commandment which I have 
received from God about this matter. 

To-morrow is the rest.'] Or shall be the rest. 

Of the holy sabbath unto the Lord.] To be kept holy, 
so as to do no work therein; And therefore you must not 
so much as go into the field to gather your food ; which is 
the reason why you are ordered to make two days' provision 
in one. The words in the Hebrew (which we translate 
the rest of the holy sabbath unto the Lord) may be ren- 
dered, as they lie in order, the sabbath, the holy sabbath 
unto the I^ord. Which Abarbinel explains, as if the word 
sabbath, being repeated, signified, that it was to be a ces- 
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sation from all manner of work, because it was the sab- 
bath of -the X.ord himself, wherein he ceased from his 
works. 

At this time, and not before, the rest of the seventh day 
seems to have been appointed. They performed religious 
offices upon one day in seven; but did not cease from all 
labour until now. These very words seem to shew, there 
had been some observation of a sabbath heretofore, and 
was not wholly a new thing: for if it had, they could not 
have understood Moses, nor known what he meant. Sec 
what I havo noted upon the second of Genesis : where I 
thought it reasonable to assert, that God intended to pre- 
serve a memory of the creation in six days, by appointing 
the seventh day to be kept holy. And therefore the more 
pious any pcoplo were, the greater respect they had to 
this day. JButwhen the world grew very wicked before 
the flood, as they little thought of God, so it is likely they 
neglected all distinction between this day and others. 
And the dispersion of people after the flood very, much 
blotted it out of their minds, as it did many other good 
things. But in the family of Abraham we may well sup- 
pose it was continued; though not with such strict absti- 
nence from all labour, as/for special reasons, was after- 
ward enjoined. Which is the cause why we read nothing 
of their resting in their travels upon that day, before their 
coming" out of Egypt:' where they were under such cruel 
servitude, thatall observation of; the, seventh day, it is 
likely, was laid aside: they 'being pressed, day and night, 
by their taskmasters, to hard labour without intermission. 
And therefore, when God brought them out of that slavery, 
he renewed his command for the observation of the sab- 
bath, with this addition (in memory of their deliverance 
from the Egyptian bondage), that they should rest from all 
manner of labour upon that day. Both these reasons are 
given by Moses, why God commanded it to be observed, 
in memory of the creation in six days, (Exod. xx. 11.) 
and in memory of their deliverance from the Egyptian 
bondage, (Deut. v. 15.) 

Bake that which you ivill bake to-day, &c.] The words 
to-day are not in the Hebrew; but are necessary to make 
the sense plain, because they were enjoined on this day to 
prepare or make ready all things against the next, (vcr. 5.) 

And that which remaineth over, lay up for you, to be kept 
till the morning.] From which words some have inferred, 
that there was no prohibition of baking and seething on 
the sabbath, but the contrary rather is here supposed; (see 
Dr. Heylin in his History of the Sabbath, par. i. p. 100.) 
But I do not sec how this consists with the further expli 
cation of this matter in Exod. xxxv. 3. where they arc for- 
bidden to kindle a fire upon this day. Unless any one 
will say, that for the present they might do it, but shortly 
after were prohibited : which is not at all likely. For the 
plain meaning is, that if they would make any baked 
meats, or boiled with the manna, they must do it upon the 
sixth day: though what they did not then bake, nor boil, 
they might safely keep till the next day, and it should not 
breed worms nor stink. But what they so kept, was to be 
eaten without baking or boiling, as it well might; being a 
food prepared in heaven for their eating ; without any need 
of further art. And therefore called bread, even when they 
gathcrcd r it, (vcr. 22.) 

Vcr. 24 f And they laid it np until the morning, &c] 



Without any preparation of it by baking or boiling; and 
it kept the whole seventh day without any putrefaction. 

Vcr. 25. And Moses said, Eat that to-day.] Simple as it 
is, without baking or boiling. - 

For to-day is a sabbath nnto the Lord.] Tho frequent re- 
petition of this in this chapter, (ver. 23. and again, vcr. 
29, 30.) hath led the Jews into this mistake, that the sab- 
bath was not ordained by God till they came out of Egypt: 
directly contrary to what we read in the second of Genesis, 
that it was instituted from the beginning. And therefore 
Moses here only gives an account why this precept was 
renewed at their coming but of Egypt: when there was a 
new religious observation added to it, which was not ne- 
cessary before, viz. resting wholly from all manner of 
work. There is an excellent discourse on this subject in 
a late learned author, J. Wagcnsiel, (in his Confutation of 
It. Lipman's Carmen Memorialc,-p. 550, &c.)' who well 
observes, that this precept having a peculiar respect to the 
Jews, we arc not bound to observe the rest of the sabbath 
with such strictness as they did; but only as the patriarchs 
did before the giving of the law, (p. 564.) ^As for ther 
translation of the day from the seventh to the first day of 
the week, it is impossible for the Jews to prove, that the 
day they observe is the seventh from the creation. And 
besides that, the whole world cannot be tied to the circum- 
stance of time precisely: for in some parts of it, the sab- 
bath will fall eighteen hours later than in Palestine ; as he 
evidently shews, p. 572, &c. 

To-day you shall not find it in the field.] This Moses said 
to them, as Abarbincl thinks, in the evening of the sabbath; 
which was, in effect, a prohibition to them, not to go out 
to gather it on that day. * 

Vcr. 2G. Six days shall ye gather it, &c] The same au- 
thor thinks this is repeated to signify, that as long as they 
continued in the wilderness, they should gather it six? 
days in a week, as they did now: but never find any on the 
seventh. 

There shall be none.] As you rest, saith he, from doing 
any thing about the manna, so God will cease from sending 
it unto you. Upon which he makes this pious reflection: 
That in this world we must w r ork for our souls, if we would 
be happy in the next world, which is an entire sabbath, or 
rest. " For he that labours in the evening of the sabbath, 
shall cat on the sabbath." To the same purpose Origen, 
long before him, (Horn. vii. in Exod.) 

Ver. 27. There went out some of the people on the seventh 
day to gather, &c] .The same wicked disposition remained 
in them, which made them* on other days keep it till next 
morning, (vcr. 19, 20.) 

Vcr. 28. And the Lord said unto Moses, How long refuse 
ye to keep my commandments, &c] These chiding words are 
full of indignation: and yet signify the long-suffering pa- 
tience of God, with an untoward generation. Abarbincl 
expounds this passage, as if, upon this occasion, he up-* 
braided. them with all their other transgressions; saying, 
t€ You kicked against me at the Red Sea, and believed not 
my words : at Marah also you murmured; and uttered very 
discontented words at Elim. Nay, after I had given you 
manna, you violated my precept, in reserving it till the 
next morning.' And now you break ray sabbath; what 
hope is there that you will observe any of my laws?*' 

Refuse to keep my commandments and my laws.] He 
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speaks thus, say some of the Jews, because that in which 
they now offended is a thing upon which the whole law, 
all his commandments depend. So the same Abarbinel. 
Because the sabbath instructed them in the creation of 
the world, upon which all the law depends, therefore he 
saith, My commandments and my laws. 

Ver. 29. See.] Consider. 

For that the Lord hath given you the sabbath, therefore 
he giveth you, on the sixth day, the bread of two days.] 
You have no reason to seek it on the sabbath, being 
provided beforehand with as much as is sufficient for 
that day. 

Let no man go out of his place.] The Jews say that a man 
went out of his place, if he went above two thousand 
paces from his dwelling. That is, if he went beyond the 
suburbs of his city, (Numb. xxxv. 5.) 

Ver. 30. So the people rested on the seventh day.] The re- 
prehension which God gave them by Moses, (ver. 28.) 
and the solemn renewal of the precept, (ver. 29.) wrought 
so much upon them, that for the present they rested upon 
this day. And they not having been used to this rest, God 
did not immediately punish their disobedience in going 
abroad to gather manna : though afterward he ordered 
a man to be stoned for gathering sticks on this day; 
for he had often repeated this law to them before that 
time. 

Ver. 31. And the house of Israel called the name thereof 
Manna.] This is repeated again, to shew that the name 
which they gave it at first, (ver. 15.) continued to it after- 
ward : being so apt and proper to signify God's provi- 
dence over them, that they could find no better. . 

And it was like coriander-seed.] Of a round figure, like 
that seed, (ver. 14.) 

White.] Being like bedolach, as Moses saith, Numb, 
xi. 7. which signifies pear?, as Bochartus shews in his Hie- 
rozoic. (par. ii. p. 678.) where. he observes the Talmudic 
doctors (in the title Joma) expressly say it was like mar- 
galith, (or margarith), i.e. pearl. 

The taste of it was like wafers made with honey.] All 
things of a pleasant relish are compared in Scripture to 
honey. Whence those words of David, Psalm xix. 11. 
cxix. 130. Onkclos saith, manna tasted like escaritas: 
which was a delicious food at Rhodes (as Bochart ob- 
serves out of Julius Pollux), between bread and cake 
(like our biscuit, I suppose), which was so grateful, that 
they, who did eat it were never satiated, but still desired 
more, fc - 

In Numb. xi. 7, 8.. manna is said to taste like fresh 
oil. Which doth not contradict this : for, as Abarbinel 
and others observe, the meaning is, that when it first fell, 
before it was prepared, It tasted like honey-wafers; but 
when it was baked, then it tasted like fresh oil. And so the 
words, Numb. xi. 8. plainly import ; " They took it, and 
beat it in a mortar, and baked it, &c. and the taste of it 
(i. e. thu3 prepared) was like the taste of fresh 011." Nay, 
the Jewish doctors commonly say it had all manner of 
pleasant savours, according to men's different palates ; and 
thence they fancy it is called, (ver. 29.) the bread mischm 
(which we translate of two days), because it was changed 
according to the diversity of those that did eat it; children, 
young men, and old. Which conceit the author of the 
Book of Wisdom follows, (xvi. 20, 21.) 

VOL, I. 



Ver. 32. And Moses said, This is the thing which the 
Lordcommandeth.] I have this further command to* deliver 
from God concerning the manna. < 

Take an omer of it.] Just so much as was assigned to 
every one for. his daily bread, (ver. !(>.) * 

To be kept for your generations.] For your posterity in 
future ages. 

That they may* see the bread tvherewith I have fed you, 
&c] For seeing with one's eyes (saith Isaac Aramah) 
mightly confirms a thing, and leaves one in no doubt of it. 
And he took care they should see both the manna itself, 
and the measure which he bountifully allowed to every one 
of them. 

Ver. 33.,ilnd Moses said tinto Aaron.] What God com- 
manded Moses, he now commands Aaron to do. 

Take a pot:] He saith nothing of the matter of this pot, 
or urn; which some say was an earthen pot, others say of 
lead, brass, or iron : and Abarbinel thinks it was of glass, 
that one might see what was within. But the apostle hath 
settled this controversy, by calling it a golden pot, (Heb.' 
ix. 4.) andso do the LXX. in this place. Arid indeed all 
the vessels of .the sanctuary being of gold, it was but 
reason that this, which contained such a precious monu- 
ment of God's "mercy, should be of the same metal. 

Lay it up before the Lord.] i. e. Before the ark of the tes- 
timony, as it is explained in the next yerse: which shews 
that this command was given after the building of the ta- 
bernacle ; and is here mentioned, because it belongs to the 
same matter which Moses relates in this chapter. Others 
suppose it was spoken by way of prolepsis; which seems 
not to me so probable. 

Ver. 34. So Aaron laid it up.] When the tabernacle was 
built. 

Before the testimony.] This is the same with before tlie 
Lord, in the foregoing verse. For the Divine glory dwelt 
between the cherubims, which were over the ark; which is 
commonly called tlie ark of the testimony, (xxx. 6. xl; 
3. 5.) But here, and xxv. 30, is simply called the testi- 
mony; by an ellipsis, or leaving out the first word, which 
is very usual in other instances : for thus it is called the 
ark of God's strength, (2 Chron. vi. 41.) but elsewhere 
the first word being omitted, it is called only his strength, 
(Psal. lxxviii; 61. cv. 4.) And therefore the ark is called the 
testimony; partly because there God gave them a special 
token of his dwelling among them; and partly because the 
two tables of stone were in the ark, which are called the 
testimony : (xL 20.) where it is said, Moses put the tes- 
timony into the ark: and then immediately (ver. 21.) he 
calls it the ark of the testimony. 

Ver. 35. And the children of Israel did eat manna forty 
years.] Within a month; which wanted to make complete 
forty years. For it begun to fall just thirty days after they 
came out of Egypt (on the 15th of April), and ceased to fall 
on the 15th or lGth of March, the day after the Passover, 
which they kept in the fortieth year, (Josh. v. 11, 12.) Now 
in all writers, some days under or over are not wont to be 
considered, when there is a round number. 

But there are those vvho fancy these words were put into 
this book after Moses's death: for which I can see no 
ground. For it is certain he lived the greatest part of the 
fortieth year after they came out of Egypt, and brought 
them to the borders of Canaan, within sight of it, (Deut. i.3. 
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xxxiv. 1,2, &c.) And therefore may well be supposed to 
have added these words himself to this history, as he did 
the foregoing, (vcr. 32.) that all belonging to this matter 
might be put together in one place. 

Until they came to a land inhabited.'] L e. To Canaan, 
or the borders of it, as it here follows. For these words, 
feaith Aben Ezra, have respect to the wilderness in which 
they now were, which was not inhabited. 

Until they came unto the borders of the land of Ca- 
naan.] That is, saith he, to Gilgal, which was the bor- 
ders, when they had passed over Jordan ; when they did 
eat of the corn of the land, and had no further need of 
manna. 

Vcr. 36. An omer is the tenth part of an ephah.] From 
hence also some would fain conclude that Moses did not 
write this : because, say they, it is not usual, when mea- 
sures are in common use, to tell in other w r ords how much 
they contained ; which then only is proper when they are 
grown out of use. But such observations seem to proceed 
from a humour of cavilling. For why may not an author 
set down distinctly things very well known in his time, 
that posterity also may have as distinct a knowledge of 
them? Besides, the very same men complain, on other oc- 
casions, that the writers of history have omitted to givo us 
an account of several things, which in their time were most 
notorious; whereby posterity suffers much for want of 
such information. Nor do I see any proof that these mea- 
sures were not as common in aftertimes as they were 
when Moses lived. 

Several learned men have taken a great deal of pains to 
reduce these measures to those of the Greeks and Romans, 
particularly Salmasius in his epistles (n. lxvii.) and Her- 
man. Conringius, in a treatise on this subject, de Mensuris 
Hebraicis. But none have done it so clearly and exactly 
as a very learned person of our own country, (Bishop Cum- 
berland, in his Scripture Weights and Measures, chap. 3.) 
who computes an ephah to have contained seven white- 
gallons, a bottle, and half a pint: so that an omer was near 
three quarts: which, if any one imagine too great a pro- 
portion to be allowed to one person every day, he pro- 
pounds these things to be considered: that manna, being 
of a globular figure (like coriander-seed), must needs have 
many empty spaces between every three or four grains; 
and those vacuities may reasonably be estimated a third 
part of the vessel's capacity: and it being a light aerial 
food, must needs be inwardly porous, and of a spongy con- 
texture of parts. So that it wasted something in dressing 
by fire, as it melted by the sun when it grew hot : and con- 
sequently three quarts might, it is probable, be reduced to 
three pints of an oily liquid substance. Which was not too 
much in a hungry desert, where they might well be thought 
to have refreshed themselves thrice a day. Sec also what 
I have noted before, ver. 18. 



CHAP. XVII. 

Ver. 1. JXND all the cotigregations of the children of 
Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin.] Where they 
had been for some time, (xvi. 1.) and now pitched in Re- 
phidim. That is, they rested here, after some other stations, 
in their passage hither ; for Moses mentions two between 



the wilderness of Sin and Rephidim, Numb.xxxiii.12 — 14. 
And that is the reason of the vordshero following. 

After their journeys.] They proceeded in their journey 
to Dophckah, and then to Alush; and so to Rephidim: 
where they stayed some time. 

According to the commandment of the Lord.] By the 
direction of the glorious cloud which went before them, 
. and fixed their station for them where it rested. 

And pitched in Rephidim.] This place was in the wil- 
derness of Sin also: but called by a particular name; as 
the place from whence they came was called by the name 
of the whole. So St. Jerome. All the wilderness, as far 
as to Mount Sinai, was called Sin, which was the name 
also of one of their stations (as Moab was both the name 
of a province and of a city), and there were four others in 
this wilderness ; those by the Red Sea, Dophekah, Alush, 
and Rephidim. 

And there was no water for the people to drink.] This 
gave occasion to another remarkable mercy of God to 
them; whereas nothing considerable fell out at the two 
former stations : which is the reason they are here omitted. 
So Abarbincl judiciously observes. Moses would not set 
down in this history any of their stations but those in 
which some new and notable thing happened : the rest, in 
which no such thing was done, he describes in the book of 
Numbers, xxxiii. 

Ver. 2. Wlierefore the people did chide ivith Moses.'] Ex- 
postulate with him in such an undutiful manner, that it 
may be translated scolded with him. 

Saying, Give us water.] The word for 0ive is in the plural 
number : and therefore this was spoken both to Moses and 
to Aaron ; though Moses be only mentioned as the person 
they contended with. For there was no need (as Aben 
Ezra and others observe) to mention Aaron, because Moses 
was not wont to speak to the people but by him. Abarbi- 
nel carries it further, and will have this speech directed to 
Moses and to God, because they came hither by God's 
commandment: which made them insolently say, if by 
God's providence we were brought to this place, let him 
take care we be not killed with thirst. 

And Moses said, Why chide you with me?] Who brought 
you hither by God's order? 

Wherefore do you tempt the Lord?] And why do you 
distrust his power, and goodness, and faithfulness to his 
promise? 

Ver. 3. And the people thirsted there for water.] This 
looks liko a needless repetition; it being said before, there 
was no water in this place, (ver. 1.) which made the 
people chide with Moses, for bringing them into such an* 
inconvenient station. But if we consider it well, we shall 
find it a necessary explication of the growth and progress 
of their discontent. For, as Abarbinel hath well observed, 
as soon as they came to Rephidim, they saw it was no 
commodious place, because it would not supply them with 
water: which made them begin to quarrel with Moses be- 
fore they needed; merely out of fear, that when the water 
they had brought from Elim w r as spent, there would be 
none for them. And now, when after a day or two it was 
all gone, they were really very thirsty, and so fell into the 
murmuring here spoken of, from a sense of their misery, as 
before only out of a fear of it. 

And the people murmured against Moses.] They pro- 
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cccded from a lower to a higher degree of discontent; 
which made them at first only expostulate and argue with 
him; but now they murmur against him; and at length fell 
into such a rage, that they seemed to be ready to stone 
him, (ver. 4.) It is necessary to stop such motions in their 
beginning. 

Wlierefore is this, that thou hast brought tis out of Egypt?] 
This shews the necessity of preserving the remembrance of 
God, and of his benefits, in our minds. Which if this 
people had done, they could not have fallen a third time 
into such a discontented fit, as made them speak reproach- 
fully of their deliverer, and slight the wonderful deliverance 
itself, which God had lately given them out of cruel servi- 
tude. The character which Plato (in his Axiochus) gives of 
the vulgar sort of people, belongs to the Israelites above all 
other; viz* that this sort is axapiarov, aipiicopov, wfibv, j3a<r- 
k-ovov, a-zraidtvTOv, (torn. iii. p. 369.) 

To kill us, and our children, and our cattle, with thirst.] 
Children, as Abarbinel observes, can less endure thirst 
than grown men; and cattle need abundance of water, 
which is the reason they mention them. 

Ver. 4. And Moses cried unto tlie Lord.] Which he did 
not upon their first complaint, (ver, 2.) because their ne- 
cessity was not so urgent: but now, seeing their distress, 
and the height of their discontent, he prays God to take 
care of them: hoping he would supply them with drink, as 
lately he had done with bread. 

What shall I do unto this people?] He- said enough, no 
doubt, to quiet them; by remembering them what God had 
already done for them, and what reason they had still to 
trust in his good providence: but this would not satisfy 
them, unless their thirst was presently quenched ; which 
he could not do for them, and therefore knew not how to 
appease them. 

They be almost ready to stone me.] He represents to God 
not only their importunity, but his own great danger. For 
having promised to bring them to Canaan, he was afraid 
(as Abarbinel fancies) that if they continued to think they 
should die with thirst, they would take him for a false 
prophet, w T ho had deceived them with lies; and conse- 
quently inflict the punishment upon him, which the law 
enacts against a false prophet, which was stoning. But, 
the law being not yet given, this could not be in their 
thoughts. 

Ver. 5. And the Lord said unto Moses, Go on before the 
people.] Be not afraid of their stoning (saith the same Abar- 
binel), but though they murmur, and are in a great passion, 
and impatient, go on before them confidently through the 
midst of their camps ; and thou shalt sec they shall not 
touch the hem of thy garment. 

And take with thee of tlie elders of Israel.] Not valiant 
young men to thy life-guard ; hut grave persons, to be wit- 
nesses, that thou dost really bring water out of a rock; and 
the people may not say there was a spring there before. 
Concerning the elders of Israel, see iii.- 16. 

And thy rod wherewith thou smotest the river, take in thy 
hand.] Not a sword, or a lance (saith the same writer), but 
that wand wherewith thou smotest the river of Egypt, and 
turnedst it into blood; or didst divide the Red Sea, as 
some understand it: an arm of the sea being by good au- 
thors called a river. 

And go.] As I bid thee. 



When he is commanded to march before the people, it is 
supposed they were to follow : but they could not all move 
so soon as he and the elders, who went before to the very 
place. Which the whole body of the people could not do; 
the passage to the rock, it is likely, being narrow ; so that 
they could not all see him smite the rock, and behold the 
water gush out; but expected till it flowed from thence 
unto their camp. 

Ver. 6. Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the 
rock.] That is, the glory of the Lord, which in the cloud 
appeared in this place (as Abarbinel truly expounds it) to 
strengthen his faith: and to persuade the ciders that this 
water was divinely given them, even as the manna was. 
For before that fell from above, the glory of the Lord ap- 
peared, (xvi. 10.) as it did now, before this water flowed to 
them from the rock. So that they were fed continually by 
the Divine Providence; from whence they received both 
their meat and their drink. 

. There is an emphatical he (as they call it) before the 
word for rocjc; and therefore it should be translated, upon 
that rock. Where Abarbinel fancies the Lord was wont to 
appear to Moses : but this being a rocky place, it may 
only denote that particular part of the rock to which God 
directed him to go; and was the same (that author proba- 
bly thinks) with that mentioned xxxiii. 22. 

In Horeb.] This was not a distinct mountain from Sinai, 
but only a different part of the same mountain, which was 
long, and had many risings, of which this was one. 

And thou shalt smite the rock.] With the rod wherewith 
he smote the river, (vii. 17. 20.) 

And there shall come water out of it, that the people may 
drink.] According to their petition, ver. 2. 

And Moses did so.] i. e. Smote the rock, and brought 
water out of it, in such plenty, that the Psalmist saith it 
ran down like rivers, (lxxviii.15, 16.) to supply the want of 
the whole camp, unto which it flowed as far as Rephidim; 
so that they needed not to go to Horeb for it. Which is 
the difference (as Abarbinel thinks) between this miTacle 
and that mentioned Numb. xx. where the waters were but 
like a well, to which they must go ; and did not come to 
them, much less follow them in their journeys, as this did. 
For this was a continued fountain of water, which flowed 
out of the rock, (Psal. cxiv. 8.) and made this part of Ara- 
bia habitable in future ages, which no man dwelt in before, 
Moses doth not add, " and the people drank, and their 
cattle/' because (as Aben Ezra observes) he studied bre- 
vity; and this was easily understood. 

In the sight of the elders of Israel.] That they might be 
able: to testify to the people the truth of this miracle, where- 
by they were relieved in their distress, and preserved in 
their travels through the wilderness: the fame of which, no 
doubt, reached other nations; the memory of it being re-, 
inaining in several of their fables. For there is a manifest 
allusion to it in Euripides' Bacchae, ver. 703. where he 
makes one of them smiting the rock at Clitheeron, and wa- 
ters gushing out of it. 

Qvpaov $i Tig Xafiova, liraiatv elg irirpav, 
"OSev dpoawSng v$arog £K7Ti)S£ votIq. 

This I find observed by Bochartus, in his Canaan, lib. i. 
cap. 1G. ; and Huetius hath observed many more such in* 
stances out: of Nonnus, Pausanias, and divers other au- 
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thors, in his Alnetaiue Quacstiones, lib. ii. cap. 12. n. IS. 
Aud he thinks it very probable, that the fablo of J anus was 
forged from hence; for which he alleges many arguments, 
(in his Dcmonstratio Evang.) and this among the rest: that 
Albricus describes his imago holding a rod in his left 
hand, with which he smites a stone, and out of it water 
flows. 

Ver. 7. And he called the name of the place, Massah and 
Meribah, &c] That place which before was called Rephi- 
dim, was after this called Massah and Meribah : with re- 
spect to their chiding there with Moses, which is the im- 
port of Meribah ; and their tempting God, which is the 
signification of Massah. Some think this one place was 
not called by two names ; but that, upon the second strik- 
ing of the rock, almost forty years after this, it was called 
Meribah, and till then only Massah. But in that story it 
is not said tho place was called Meribah, but the water, 
(Numb. xx. 13.) 

'Is the Lord among us, or not?] Doth he take care of ns, 
or not' regard what becomes of us? For God is said to be 
among, or (as the phrase is in the Hebrew) in the midst of 
those whom he protects, and provides for, by a special 
providence, as wc find Deut. vii. 21. xxiii. 14. Josh. iii. 20. 
and many other places. 

Ver. 8. Then came Amalek and fought, &c] The ground 
of their enmity is commonly thought to bo the ancient 
grudge of the seed of Esau to those of Israel : for Amalek 
w r as descended from the eldest son of Esau by a concu- 
bine, (Gen. xxxvi. 12.) But it may very fairly also be 
supposed, that there was some .league between the Ama- 
lpkites and the people of Canaan, of mutual defence, which 
might 'move the Amalckitcs to. oppose the passage of the 
Israelites, and endeavour to hinder their settlement in 
Canaan; unto which, perhaps, they imagined their oAvn 
pretences to.be as good, though the Israelites challenged 
the promise of it belonged to them alone. , 

Then came.] These words import that the Amalekites 
were the aggressors, without any provocation. If they 
fancied the Israelites would, invade them, they might have 
prepared to defend themselves ; but it was no ground for 
assaulting them. Unto which perhaps they were moved 
(as for other reasons, so) out of greediness of prey, hear- 
ing the Israelites were loaded with the spoils of the Egyp- 
tians. 

And fought with Israel.] They came out of their own coun- 
try to fight with them in the wilderness. Or we may suppose 
that they attacked their rear, as they were upon their march 
from Itcphidim to Horeb; and cut off some stragglers, or 
such as lagged behind through faintness and weariness, as 
Moses relates, Deut. xxv. 18. The author of Dibrc Haja- 
min makes the army of Amalek to have consisted of an 
incredible number, all exercising divinations andenchant- 
ments. 

Ver. 9. And Moses said mito Joshua.] Who, it seems, was 
an eminent person, at their first coming out of Egypt. 

Choose ns out men.] Whom he knew to be as valiant as 
himself. 

And go out and fight with Amalek.] Meet them, and give 
them battle. 

To-morrow I will stand on the top of the hill.] To pray 
to God, who had lately appeared to him there, (ver. 6.) 

With the rod of God in my hand.] This he said, to en- 



courage Joshua to hope God would not fail to deliver them, 
though a miracle was required ,o bring it to pass. 

Ver. 10. So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, &c] 
Nothing but a strong confidence in God could have ani- 
mated men, inexperienced in the arts of war, to encounter 
such mighty enemies. 

And Moses, Aaron, and Hur, tvent up to the top of the hill.] 
The Jews do but conjecture who this Hur was; but we 
may be certain he was a person of great eminence for wis- 
dom and piety, otherwise he would not have been joined 
with the leaders of God's people, Moses and Aaron. Wc 
read, indeed, (1 Chron. ii. 19.) of one Hur, who was the 
son of Caleb, and grandfather of the famous Bczalccl, 
who was of the tribe of Judah. But there is nothing to 
persuade us that he was the person here spoken of, nor 
that he was the son of Moses's sister, as some of the Jews 
tell us. See Pirke Eliczcr, cap. 45. where strange stories 
are told of him. But it is more probable that he w r as 
Miriam's husband, as Josephus affirms, (lib. iii. Antiq. 
cap. 2.) though we cannot tell whence he himself was 
descended. 

Ver. II. When Moses held up his hand.] Lifting up the 
hands was a posture of prayer, and imploring the Divine 
aid, as.wc find in many places^ particularly Lament, iii. 
40. " Let us lift up our hearts with our' hands to God in 
the heavens." And it implies great earnestness in prayer ;* 
as doth also lifting up the eyes, and lifting up the soul, 
(Psal. xxv. 1. exxi. 1, &c.) But though this be true, and 
no doubt Moses and his companions prayed to God most 
earnestly, yet this was not the occasion of his lifting ftp 
his hand; which was to advance the rod of God, which ho 
held in his hand, and lifted up as their standard or banner, to 
which they, should look and hope for help, from the mighty 
power of God, who had done such wonders by that rod. 

That Israel prevailed.] The sight of the rod of God in- 
spired them with such courage, that their enemies could 
not stand before them. ' 

And when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed.] Their 
spirits flagged when they did not sec the rod ; and they 
began to give ground : imagining, perhaps, that Moses 
despaired of victory; who (the fight being long) was not 
able alway to keep his hand erect. 

Ver. 12. But Moses's hands were heavy.] Through weari- 
ness, by long holding them out upon the stretch. . 

And they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat 
thereon.] It seems he had been standing before, which gave 
them the greater advantage of seeing the rod, but made him 
the more weary. 

And Aaron and liar stayed up his hands.] Were his sup- 
porters; which it is probable was in this manner. Some- 
times Moses held up the rod in his right hand, and some- 
times in his left (for, ver. 11. he speaks only of one hand 
which was lifted up, or let down), and Aaron stood on one 
side of him (suppose his right hand), and Hur stood on the 
other: who, by that means, helped by turns to uphold his 
hands in that posture : for if they had done it both toge- 
ther, they might have been as weary as he. 

And his hands were steady, &c] Were kept up stretched 
out, without falling down, till sun-set. 

Ver. 13. And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people, 
&c] Routed their whole army. One would think the name 
of their kings was Amalek (as the kings of Egypt were 
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called Pharaoh), because he mentions Amalek and his peo- 
ple. Otherwise, if Amalek signifies collectively the Ama- 
lekites, then his people must signify those who were con- 
federate with them. 

Ver. 14. And the Lord said nnto Moses.] He appeared, 
it is likely, to him again in this place, (as he had done, ver. 
G.) and gave him this order. 

Write this for a memorial in a book.] Make a record of 
it ; as he did both here, and Deut. xxv. 17, &c. And no- 
body was so fit to do it as he, who saw all that fell out in 
this fight; and was the undoubted author of what w T e read 
in this book ; which was written by himself. 

And rehearse it in the ears of Joshua.'] That he, who was 
to be the leader of God's people after Moses, might never 
enter into* any league with the Amalekites. For his pros- 
perity depended upon the observation of the commands 
given by God to Moses : which therefore were carefully 
written in a book, and delivered to him, that they might not 
be forgotten. See Josh. i. 7, 8. where there is a plain 
proof, that the laws delivered by Moses were written be- 
fore Joshua entered into the land of Canaan. 

For I will utterly put out the name of Amalek from under 
lieaven.] Have a perpetual quarrel with them, till they be 
quite extinct; as they were partly by Saul, (1 Sam. xv.) 
and partly by David, (1 Sam, xxx. 17.) and partly by the 
children of Simeon, (1 Chron. iv. 43.) Balaam also pro- 
phesied of their utter destruction, (Numb xxiv. 20) Which 
may seem a hard sentence; but it was (as Maimonides 
observes) to terrify others from the like malice. For as 
particular persons are sometimes punished very severely, 
for an example to others ; so are families and nations. And 
Amalek, being the very first that drew a sword against 
Israel, unprovoked, God passed this heavy doom upon 
them : whereas Ammon and Moab (saith he) who out of 
mere covetousness committed what they did against Israel/ 
and wrought mischief to them by craft and subtlety, had 
only this punishment inflicted upon them, that Israel 
should not contract affinity with them, &c. (Deut. xxiii. 3, 
4. xxv. ult. More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 41.) 

Ver. 15. And Moses built an altar.] Commonly altars 
were built for sacrifice : which Moses, perhaps, here offered 
in thankfulness to God for his benefits, particularly this 
great victory. But they were also built sometimes only 
as memorials, (Josh. xxii. 20, 27.) as this perhaps was : 
he thinking it fit to preserve the memory of this victory, 
not only by writing, but by this monument also, and tho 
inscription he left upon it. 

And he called the name of it Jehovah-NissL] Or, the 
Lord my banner ; i. e. by him we overcame them. Some . 
will have it translated, not he called it, but he called him; 
i. e. the Lord, by the name of the Lord who lifted up a 
banner; i. e. fought for them, (Psal. lx. G.) From which 
inscription Bochartus thinks came the name of Dionysus 
among the Greeks : who, from this word Nissi, called him 
Nissceus, or Nysceus; and adding the name of their own 
Jupiter to it, called him Aiowaoc, (lib. i. Canaan, cap. 18.) 
For Bacchus is said to have been a great warrior, and to 
have made mighty conquests. And, as Huetius observes, 
is called Arsaphcs, which is the very name given to Moses 
by the Egyptians, who called him Osarsiph. Nay, in Or- 
phcus's hymns, Bacchus is called Mises, which seems 
to be the same with Moses. Out of whose story all that 



the Greeks and others say of Bacchus, seems to have been 
framed ; as he shews with great probability, (Demonstr. 
Evan, propos. iv. cap. 4. n. 3.) 

Ver. L6. For he said, Because the Lord hath sivorn, &c.] 
In the Hebrew the words are, the hand upon the throne of 
the Lord. Which is commonly interpreted, the Lord hatfi 
sworn by his throne. So R. Solomon, and Aben Ezra; and 
the Chaldec, whose paraphrase is, this is spoken with an 
oath, from the face of the terrible One, whose Majesty is upon 
the throne of glory; that the Lord will have war with Ama-' 
lek, &c. That is, saith Maimonides, he hath sworn by him- 
self, (More Nevoch. par. i. cap. 9.) for in this, and all other 
places, the word kisse(i. e. throne) signifies his magnificence 
and power: which is not anything without his essence; 
but is himself. 

But here being no mention of lifting up the hand, which 
is the phrase for swearing, (Exod. vi. 8. Deut. xxxii. 40.) 
it may more simply be expounded, because the hand of the 
Lord, sitting upon the throne of his Majesty, is stretched 
out, and holds up his banner, to fight with Amalek through- 
out all generations. For Moses seems to allude in this 
phrase to what he had said, ver, 11, 12. " When Moses 
lifted up his hand, then Israel prevailed," &c. and bids 
them take notice, it was his hand, i. e. the omnipotent 
power of God, which gave them this victory: and would 
perpetually prosecute Amalek, till they were destroyed. 

Joseph Scaliger would have Kes-jah to be but one word, 
and to signify the same with Kese; which, according to him, 
is the last day of the month, on which this battle was fought. 
And so tins to be a part of the inscription upon the altar; 
as if he had said, this pillar was set up on the last day of 
the second month, to declare utnrovSov 7roXc^ov, irreconcile- 
able war with Amalek for ever, (lib. iii. de Emend. Temp, 
p. 223.) But this is too bold a conceit, and is confuted by 
Hackspan and Glassius. There is a more ingenious conjec- 
ture (which I have somewhere met with), if there were any 
thing in Scripture to warrant it, that laying the liand on the: 
throne was a form of swearing: as touching the altar was 
among some nations, which was as much as our laying the 
liand on the Bible: a principal external character of a so-, 
lemn oath. Whence Juvenal saith, atheists do ¥ intrepi- 
dos altaria tangere/' touch the altars boldly without trem- 
bling; i. e. make no conscience of an oath. 

But the marginal translation, after all, is very literal, and 
makes the sense exceeding plain and clear: because the 
hand (of Amalek) is against the throne of the Lord (i. e. 
against God himself), tlierefore the Lord will have war with 
Amalek, from generation to generation. This is easy and 
natural, and agrees with the whole history: that because 
they came out and opposed the design of God, who -in a 
visible and most glorious manner conducted the Israelites 
to the land he had promised to give them, he would never 
be reconciled to them. For it was a high affront to his 
Majesty, who had lately done such astonishing wonders, 
as were famed, no doubt, in all the neighbouring nations/ 
(xv. 14, 15.) 

CHAP. XVIIL 

Ver. 1. IS OW Jethro, the priest of Midian, &c] Many 
ancient and later versions have it, prince of Midian: (see 
chap. ii. 1G.) 
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Jleard of all that God had done for Moses and for Israel, 
&c.] The fame of which went into all the countries there- 
about, (xv. 14, &c.) 

Ver. 2. Took Zipporah, Moses's wife, after he had sent 
her back.] It is uncertain when Moses sent her back to her 
father : but it is likely it was dono at her own desire, when 
she saw how difficult his work was likely to prove in 
Egypt: (see iv. 26.) The Hebrew word seems to some to 
intimato a divorce, as the Mauritanian Jews take it But 
all Christian versions, aud that of the German Jews, and 
the Persian, understand it as we do. (Sec Selden de Uxor. 
Hcbr.p.929.) 

Ver. 3. And her tivo sons, &c.] Whose names carry in 
them a thankful remembrance of God's great mercy to him. 

Gershom.] See ii. 22. 

Ver. 4. Eliezer.] Who is thought to have been born a 
little before he left Midian, and went out of Midian into 
Egypt by God's special direction. (See iv. 25.) 

Ver. 5. And Jethro, &c. came unto Moses.'] Took a jour- 
ney out of Midian to give him a visit. 

Into the ivilderness-] Into the same wilderness where 
Moses and the Israelites now were. 

Wliere he encamped at the mount of God.] viz. At Horeb, 
which was not far from Midian, it appears from iii. II. 
where we read that when Moses fed Jethro's flock, he led 
them hither to this mount. Which is called God's mount, 
because there he appeared first to Moses, (iii. 2, &c.) and 
had lately appeared there again upon the rock, (xvii. 6.) 
unto which place he bid Moses lead the congregation, 
(xvii. 5.) who were now, I suppose, encamped thereabout, 
after the fight with Amalek in Bephidim; which was not 
far from it. 

Ver. 6. And lie said unto Moses.] By a letter which he 
sent him from the place where he was encamped (of which 
these were the contents), to give him notice of his coming* 
Which was but necessary; that he might without any im- 
pediment pass the guards, which we may well think Moses 
had set very carefully, after the fight with Amalek; who 
had suddenly surprised the hindmost of the people, (Deut. 
xxv. 18.) 

I, thy father-in-law Jethro, am come unto thee, &c] Am 
upon the way, and come near to thee.' 

Here it may be fit to take notice, that there is a- great 
dispute among interpreters, about the time when Jethro 
came from Midian, with Moses's wife and children : whe- 
ther immediately after the fight with Amalek, as it is here 
set down; or some tinio after, when the Israelites were bet- 
ter settled. One would think, that he could not but take 
the first opportunity to visit Moses, and to bring him and 
his nearest relations together ; after he heard the news of 
their coming out of Egypt, and their passing the Red Sea, 
&c. the news of which could not but reach him, who was 
a borderer upon this wilderness. Yet the Hebrews are 
generally of an opinion, that this fell out after the giving 
of the law at Mount Sinai: and many Christians have 
been of the same mind: particularly such great men as our 
most learned primate Usher, ad A. M. 2514. and Mr. Sel- 
den, lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 2. where he saith, no other 
account of it is to be received ; " nee aliam san£ senten- 
tiam omnino amplexandam sentio :" but they are not agreed 
in what year he came. Some say it was in this first year, 
after their coming out of Egypt : and the Hebrews have 



an opinion that it was in the month of Tisri, and on the 
eleventh day of that month, when Jethro gave the follow- 
ing counsel to Moses, (ver. 19, &c.) i. e. above three months 
after God gave the law from Mount Sinai ; or after Moses 
received the second tables. But others are as confident 
that it was in the second year ; and place this story, accord- 
ing to order of time, after Numb. x. 28. or, as Dr. Laght- 
foot thinks, it should come in between the 10th and 11th 
verses of that tenth of Numbers. And primate Usher, in 
like manner, judges his coming to havo been about that 
time. But though all this be uncertain, yet Mr. Selden 
thinks he"hath a strong ground to affirm, it was after the 
giving of the law, from what we read Deut. i. 6. 9 — 11, 
&c. And I confess it seems plain from thence, that the 
regulation which Moses made by the advice of Jethro, was 
after God spake to them in Horeb, which is the samo 
with Mount Sinai. For though he did appear at Horeb 
before this (as I observed xvii. 6.) yet he said nothing then 
of that which Moses mentions Deut. i. which was after 
the giving of the law. At which time he saith there (ver. 
9.) it was that he told them, "he was not able to bear 
them himself alone," &c. But notwithstanding this, I can- 
not think that the coming of Jethro to Moses was deferred 
so long (for no reason can be given why Moses here places 
the story of it, if it did not.follow their fight with Amalek), 
though he did not give him the advice for the better ad- 
ministration of justice, till after God had delivered the 
law from Mount Sinai; as I shall observe in its proper 
place. 

Ver. 7. And 3Ioses went out to meet his father-in-law.] 
Before he came into tho camp ; or at least before he came 
to his tent; that he might shew tho great respect ho bare 
to him, and his joy to see him. 

And did obeisance, and kissed him.] Welcomed him ac- 
cording to the custom of those countries. 

And they asked each other of their tvelfare.] Had such 
discourse together, as friends commonly have at their 
meeting,. till they came into the tent. 

And they came into the tent.] Into the tent of Moses ; or 
rather, the tent prepared to entertain Jethro. But the Tal- 
mudists are so possessed with the opinion, that this hap- 
pened some months, if not a whole year, after the law was 
given, that they take this tent to have been Beth-midrash, 
the house of exposition ; or the school where Moses made 
the people understand the law. For so Jonathan/ in his 
paraphrase upon this and the foregoing verse ; *' I, thy 
father-in-law, am come unto thee, that I may be made a 
proselyte. And if thou wilt not receive me for my own 
sake ; yet admit me for the sake of thy wife and children, 
which I bring with me. And Moses went out from under 
the cloud of glory to meet him, &c. and when they Had 
mutually saluted, they came into the tabernacle of the 
house of learning." But nothing can be more absurd than 
this fancy; that he carried him immediately to hear a lec- 
ture upon the law. 

Ver. 8. And Moses told his father-in-law all that the 
Lord had done to Pharaoh, &c] It seems to me from 
these words, and those that follow, that all we read hitherto 
about this matter fell out in order of time as it is here set 
down. For if it had happened after the giving of the law, 
it is most probable he would have said something of the 
most remarkable passage of all other, God's glorious 
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appearance to them on Mount Sinai, and the law he had 
delivered to them, &c. Whereas, at this meeting, he only 
relates what God had done to Pharaoh, and to the Egyp- 
tians, and how the Lord delivered them ; and all the travail 
tltat came upon them by the way: which comprehends their 
passing through the Red Sea, and their want of water and 
bread, and their fight with Amalek : that is, all that we read 
in the foregoing chapters. And, accordingly, Jethro re- 
joiced for their deliverance from the Egyptians, (ver. 9.) 
and gives thanks to God for it, (ver. 10.) taking notice of 
nothing else. 

Ver. 9. And Ji'hro rejoiced for all the goodness which 
the Lord had done to Israel, &c] The gentiles, as Con- 
radus Pellicanus here observes, more devoutly acknow- 
ledged God's mercies when they understood tbem, than the 
Jews themselves did. With which our Saviour, when he 
came, upbraids that people; finding such faith among the 
gentiles, as he. could not meet withal in Israel. 

Ver. 1 0. Blessed be the Lord who hath delivered you out of 
tfte hand of the Egyptians, &c] This may relate to the pre- 
servation of Moses and Aaron, who had brought the sorest 
plagues upon Pharaoh and the Egyptians ; and yet God 
suffered them not to hurt them. 

Who hath delivered the people from under the hand of 
tlie Egyptians.] And then this relates to the deliverance of 
the whole body of the people from the Egyptian bondage; 
and to the overthrow of Pharaoh and his host in the Red 
Sea: whereby the Israelites were finally delivered from 
under the Iiand; i. e. the tyranny and oppression of the 
Egyptians. 

Ver. 11. Now I know that the Lord.] He knew the true 
God before; but was now fully convinced that he alone 
was the Most High. 

Is greater than all gods.] Than all that the world ac- 
counted gods. For he did not acknowledge any more 
Divine powers than one: but he speaks according to the 
common opinion men had in those days of other gods be- 
sides the Most High. This is a common acknowledgment 
of good men in aftertimes, (Psalm Ixxxvi. 8. 10. exxxv. 5.) 

For in the thing wherein they dealt proudly, he was above 
them.] If we refer this to what immediately goes before 
(viz. all gods), the meaning is, that the Lord appeared su- 
perior to all the Egyptian gods, who insolently attempted, 
by the magicians, to equal him in his wonderful works; 
but were baffled and exposed to contempt, and at last 
thrown down in their images, (viii. 19. ix. 11. xii. 12.) But 
it is commonly thought to relate to the Egyptians and 
Pharaoh, mentioned in the foregoing verse: and then the 
meaning is, that the Lord confounded them that proudly 
contemned his authority, saying, " Who is the Lord," &c. 
(v. 2.) whom he forced to beg his pardon, (ix. 27.) and at 
last drowned him and his host in the Red Sea, when they 
said, in a haughty boasting manner, " I will pursue, I will 
overtake, I will divide the spoil, my lust shall be satisfied 
upon them," &c. (xv. 9.) And to this purpose the Chaldee 
expounds it; in that very thing wherein they thought to 
judge (i. e. to punish or destroy) the Israelites, they were 
judged themselves; i. e. drowned in the sea, as they intended 
to drown all their male children. 

Ver. 12. And Jethro, $foses's father-in-law.] He is con- 
stantly thus described, (ver. 1, 2. 5 — 8. and every where 
else but ver. 9, 10.) to distinguish him from any other 



Jethro, to whom these things might possibly be thought to 
belong. 

Took a burnt-offering.] Which was to be wholly con- 
sumed upon the altar, and nothing of it eaten by anybody, 
(Lev. i. 9.) This now may be thought to have been done, 
after the giving of the law at Mount Sinai; which Moses 
here mentions, because he would put together all that be- 
longs to Jethro's story (though not all done at the very 
same time), just as I said he did what belonged to the his- 
tory of the manna, xvi. 33. 35. (See there.) 

And sacrifices.] i. e. Peace-offerings; of which the people, 
as well as the priests, were to be partakers, (Lev. vii. 34. 
Deut. xxvi. 7.) And regularly there never were any burnt- 
offerings made, which were wholly consumed upon the al- 
tar, but peace-offering^ attended upon them; if they were 
not offerings for the whole congregation, but for particular 
persons ; that so they who brought them might feast also 
with God upon the sacrifices. For feasting upon sacrifices 
was an appendix unto all sacrifices whatsoever, one way 
or other; if not by themselves, yet by the priests, who ate 
of the sin-oJferings, as the proxies of the people. Of thifc 
there are numerous instances, not only among the Jew's; 
after the law was given, but among other people, who had 
this custom antecedent to it: 1 as appears from Numb, xxv: 
2. where the Midianites invite the Israelites •" to the sa- 
crifices of their gods, and the people did eat," &c. Which 
they did not learn from Moses, but derived from higher 
antiquity; it is probable even from Abraham himself. 

For God.] To be offered unto God. Who offered them 
wc are not told; but it should seem by the word took, that 
Jethro himself (who was a priest) was permitted to per- 
form this office ; in token that they owned him to be a 
faithful servant and minister of the most high God, as 
Melchisedeck was. And accordingly it follows that Aaron 
was invited, with the ciders of Israel, to come and feast 
with him upon these sacrifices. 

And Aaron came.] This seems to signify, that Aaron was 
but a guest, and had not been the priest who offered the 
sacrifices. For though we suppose the law to have been 
now given, yet it is likely Aaron and his sons were not yet 
consecrated, nor the service of God as yet ordered, accord- 
ing to the law that had been delivered; no more than judi- 
catures were erected, as after this they were by the advice 
of Jethro. 

But of these things we can have no absolute certainty, 
but only make probable conjectures. 

And all the elders of Israel] See iii. 16. 

To eat bread.] To partake of the sacrifices that had 
been offered; for this comprehends the whole meal, (Gen. 
xliii. 25.) 

Before God.] Before the tabernacle where God dwelt. 
Or, if that was not yet set up, in the place where God ap- 
peared in an extraordinary manner, which it is likely was in 
the tent of Moses, (xxxiii. 7.) 

Ver. 13. And it came to pass on the morrow.'] The next 
day after this solemn sacrifice: which the Jews (I ob- 
served above) say was on the eleventh day of Tisri. So 
Sepher Mechilta, and others from thence, as Mr. Selden 
hath noted, (lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 2. p. 75.) 

That Moses sat.] That was the posture of judges. 
- To judge the people.] To hear causes and determine 
them. 
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And the people stood by Moses, &c] That was the pos- 
ture both of the plaintiff and the defendant. And there 
were now so many causes brought before him, that they 
took tip the whole day : so that ho had no time to eat and 
refresh himself. 

Ver. 14. And when Moses's father-in-law saw all that he 
did to the people.] He either was present, and observed 
himself; or was informed by others what insupportable 
pains he took. 

lie said, JVliat is this thing that thou doest to the people?] 
What a burden is this, to judge the causes of a whole 
nation ! > 

Why sittest thou thyself alone?] Takest more upon thee 
than any one person is able to bear. 

And all the people stand by thee from morning to the 
even."] Till both thou and they aro tired. 

Ver. 15. Because the people come 7tnto me to inquire of 
God."} I cannot refuse to do justice: and there is none but 
myself to declare what the law of God is in such cases as 
are brought before me. 

To inquire of God] Doth not signify here, to desire him 
to consult the Divine Majesty for them; but to decide 
their controversies according to the mind of God, declared 
in the laws he had given him. So the LXX. to seek for 
judgment from God: and the Vulgar, to seek God's sentence* 
For what was determined according to God's law was the 
judgment of God, and so it is called by Moses : (see Mr. 
Selden, lib. i. de Synedr. cap. 15. p. G10.) 

Ver. 1G. When they have matter.] Of controversy. 

They come to ?ne.] That I may decide it. 

And I judge between one and another.] Determine where 
the right lies. 

And I do make them know the statutes of God, and his 
laivs.] This explains what is meant by inquiring of God; 
i . e. what was the law of God in the case brought before 
him. From which we may probably gather, that the law 
was already given from Mount Sinai, and all the other laws 
and statutes which follow, (chap. xxi. xxii. xxiii.) before 
this happened. Unless we will say, as some do, that Moses 
was directed, upon the spot (as we speak), by a secret in- 
spiration, how to determine every cause. - 

Ver. 17. The thing that thou doest is not good.] Neither 
profitable for thyself nor for the people ; as it follows in 
the next verse. 

Ver. 18. Thou wilt surely wear away.] Decay apace, and 
without remedy ; as the phrase in the Hebrew signifies. 

Both thou and the people that is with thee.] Such tedious 
attendance will impair them also, as well as thyself. 

For this thing is too heavy for thee, &c] Too much for 
one man to undergo. 

Ver. 19. Hearken now unto my voice.] Be advised by 
me, 

I xyill give thee counsel, and God shall be with thee.] 
Though I am no Israelite, I will take upon me to be thy 
counsellor; and, I doubt not, God will shew my advice to 
be good, by the good success which will attend it. 

Be thou for the people to God-ward, that thou mayest 
bring the causes unto God f ] Appoint others to hear causes, 
and do thou give thyself fiovy t$ tov 9*ov Otpcnrdq, to the 
worship and service of God alone, as Joscphus expounds 
it, (lib. iii. Antiq. cap. 3.) or, as Ruffinus glosses, reserve 
thyself only to the ministry of God; to attend, that is, upon 



him, and know his mind. Which, if it be the sense, must be 
understood with this exception, only in greater causes (as 
it follows afterward), which he was to hear himself. And 
that may well bo the meaning of these words, When the 
people bring any matter to thee, which is too hard for other 
judges to determine, (ver. 22) do thou, if need be, carry it 
to God, that he may resolve thee. Not that he was always 
to consult the oracle ; for he knew in most causes the sense 
of God's law : but in some it might be necessary to have a 
particular direction from heaven. As in Numb. xv. 34, 35. 
xxvii. 5, &c. 

Ver. 20. And thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws.] 
How these two differ is not certain : but ordinances are 
commonly taken to concern matters of religion; and laws 
civil matters of justice and charity. In both which he was, 
if the case required it, to bring it to God ; and then to re- 
port to the people, what his resolution was about it. 

And shalt, shew them the tvay wherein they must walk.] 
How to behave themselves towards God. 

And the work that they must do.] How to behave them- 
selves one towards another. 

Ver. 21. Moreover.] Now in order to this, 

Thou shalt provide out of all the people.] Look out such 
men as are qualified according to the following directions. 
Which he did in this manner, as he himself relates, Dcut. 
i. 13. where he saith to the people, " Take ye wise and 
understanding men," &c. In the Hebrew it is give ye; i. e. 
present to me such men as you think fit for this offico : and 
then it follows, "I will make them rulers over you." They 
chose them ; and then he approved them, and gave them 
authority. Or, perhaps they presented a good many whom 
they thought qualified ; and out of them he appointed such 
as he judged most meet. And thus he saith again, (ver. 15.) 
"Sol took the chief of the tribes," &c. (See Mr. Selden, 
lib. i. dc Synedr. cap. 15. p. G32.) 

Able men.] Men able to endure labour; or men who arc 
not needy, but rich and wealthy; or men of parts, or men 
of courage : for it may refer to any of these, especially the 
last; such as did not fear potent persons, but God alone, 
as it here follows. 

Such as fear God.] Men truly religious ; who would fear 
to offend God by doing injustice, but not fear to offend 
men by doing right. 

Men of truth,] Honest, upright men: whose lovo to 
truth would make them sift it out; by hearing both sides 
patiently, with impartial attention and unbiassed affection. 

Hating covetausness.] Not greedy of money ; but abhor- 
ring bribes, and all base ways of gain. Which, as Demos- 
thenes says, ttctppovac koi 7rapav\i}yag iron? tovq SiKaara^, 
makes judges beside themselves, and no better than mad. 

For all these good qualities they were to be eminent and 
noted among the people, as Moses's words import, (Dcut. 
i. 13.) where he bids them present to him, not only tvise 
men and understanding, but also known among their tribes ; 
generally accounted men of understanding and integrity. 

And place such over them, to be Titters of thousands, &c.] 
The Hebrew words are such, that it cannot be determined 
by them, whether this relate to the number of rulers, or of 
people that were to be ruled by them; as Mr. Selden ob- 
serves,- and discourses upon it very largely, in the fore- 
mentioned place, (lib. i. de Synedr. cap. 15. p. G15.) Where 
he shews, that Decemvir, for instance, was not only one set 
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over ten ; but one of the ten judges of which a court con- 
sisted ; and so the rest may be interpreted. But the most 
ancient and most received sense is, that he doth not speak 
of the number of judges, (for what a strange court would 
that be in which there was a thousand judges?) but of the 
people, of whose causes they were to take cognizance : and 
it is commonly thought also there was but one ruler over a 
thousand (families or men, it is uncertain which), and so 
of the rest : though the words may import more than one in 
each of their judicatures; whether greater or smaller. The 
Talmudists make a prodigious number of judges of each 
sort; but it is most rational to think that Jcthro's meaning 
was, that he should constitute greater and lesser judica- 
tures, according, to the division of their several tribes, into 
thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens, and a competent 
number of persons appointed to be judges in these greater 
or lesser courts. - 

For, that their tribes were divided into thousands (for in- 
stance) is apparent from several places, Josh. xxii. 14. 
Judg. vi. 15. [where Gideon saith, my family (in the He- 
brew it is my thousand) is the meanest in Israeli] 1 Chron. 
xii.20. Mic. v. 2. These thousands Corn. Bertramus takes 
to be families, whom the Hebrews call houses: which were 
divided into so many heads, as they call them, as the tribes 
were into families. And of these, he thinks, Jethro advises 
him to make such rulers as are here mentioned, of several 
degrees. But others (particularly Herman. Conringius de 
Republ. Hebr. sect. 19.) think we are to understand only 
rulers over a thousand men, not families: as it is certain in 
military affairs, the captains of thousands were only of a 
thousand soldiers, (Numb. xxxi. 14.) 

Rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens.] 
There were four orders of these rulers : but whether there 
was a subordination of the lower order to the higher, as in 
armies there is of the captain to the colonel (as we now 
speak), and the inferiors to him, I cannot determine. 

Ver. 22. And let them judge the people at all seasons.] Sit 
every day, some or other of them, in their several districts, 
(See ver. 2G.) 

Every great matter they shall bring to thee.] Not if they 
were able to determine it themselves. For they had power 
to hear all causes ; but when they found any too difficult, 
they were to refer it to be heard by Moses himself. So 
R. Levi ben Gersom explains it: " Every great cause, in 
which they know not what to judge, they shall bring to 
thee, and thou shalt shew what is right:" or 'how it is to 
be decided. 

There are those, indeed, who think there were several 
sorts of causes, that might not be brought before these in- 
ferior courts; but were to be reserved for Moses's hearing 
and judging. These they make to be four: First, all sa- 
cred matters or things* belonging unto God; which they 
gather from ver. 11). Secondly, all matters of equity; 
where the rigour of the law was fit to be mitigated. Third- 
ly/ all capital causes. And lastly, such as the chiliarchs, 
i. e. rulers of thousands, and the other judges referred to 
him. But this is said without ground ; for it is plain, all sorts 
of causes might be determined by the inferior courts, if 
they were able to make an end of them, whether civil or 
sacred. Only those which were too difficult for them; that 
is, when they did not find a law to direct them, or it was 
obscure, or they could not agree about the punishmept, 
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then they were to be brought before Moses. So he him- 
self charges ; not that the people should bring such causes 
to him as they thought difficult, but that the judges them- 
selves should bring them; i.e. order an appeal to him; 
(Deut. i. 17.) "bring it unto me (speaking to the judges) 
and I will hear it." Which shews the cause had been at 
the bar of other courts before, and that it was not unlawful 
for them to meddle with it if they had been able to deter- 
mine it. And accordingly we read here below, (ver. 2G.) 
that the judges did so. In short, these words do not inti- 
mate that there were some causes the other judges might 
not try, if they were able; but only that such things as 
they found themselves not skilful enough to determine', 
they should bring to him. (See Mr. Selden in the fore- 
named book, p. 633, &c.) 

But every small matter they shall judge.] Hitherto Mo- 
ses had heard all causes promiscuously, great and small: 
but Jethro well advises him to delegate the labour of judg- 
ing all causes liquidi juris (as the lawyers speak), where the 
right ivas clear: and to reserve no part of the judicature to 
himself, but where the law itself was either defective or 
obscure. 

So shall it be easier for thyself, &c] Thou wilt ease thy- 
self of a great burden, by appointing others to take their 
share of it. 

Ver. 23. If thou tvilt do this thing, and God command 
thee so.] If thou wilt follow this advice, by God's appro- 
bation; who was to be consulted whether he allowed it. 

Then thou shalt be able to endure.] Thy days will be 
prolonged ; which otherwise will be shortened with this in- 
tolerable labour. 

And the people go to their place in peace.] Go home 
very much satisfied, with such quick dispatch, and happy 
composure of their differences. 

Ver. 24. So Moses hearkened to the voice of his father- 
in-law, Jfcc.] Followed his counsel, by God's approbation, 
with whom no doubt he advised, (ver. 23.) Here the Sa- 
maritan copy inserts those words of Moses, (Deut. i. 9, 
&c.) " I am not able to bear you myself alone, the Lord 
your God hath multiplied you," &c. Which he spake, in- 
deed, when he made this constitution, but did not set it 
down in this book ; where he intended only a short account 
of these transactions. 

Ver. 25. And Moses chose able men, &c] Out of those 
who were presented to him by the people. (See ver. 20.) 

Ver. 26. And they judged the people at all seasons.'] 
Whensoever they resorted to them: for some court or other 
sat every day that was not appointed by God for other 
business, i. e. for religion. 

The hard causes they brought to Moses, &c] It is plain 
by this that the judges, not the people, brought the hard 
causes unto Moses, for the people could not know whe- 
ther they might not have a remedy nearer hand (than by 
going to him on all occasions) till they had tried. 

Ver. 27. And Moses let his father-in-law depart.] After 
he had stayed some time with him, and could not prevail 
with him to stay longer (which he earnestly desired), and 
go "with them to sec the accomplishment of God's promises 
to them ; as those words Numb. x. 29, &c. arc thought to 
signify. But perhaps that HobaU there mentioned was 
not Jethro himself, but his son ; whom Moses also per- 
suaded not to return to his own cpuntry: for he makes no 
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reply, much less denies to stay *vith Moses, when he 
pressed him the second time, though he refused at first, 
(ver. 32.) But this I shall consider in that place. 

And he wait his way into his own land.*] To make his 
children, or the people of tho land, proselytes, saith the 
Chaldee paraphrase. Which it is probable he endeavoured 
(i. e. to bring them to true religion) and effected in some 
measure : so that piety was propagated in some families 
among them to future generations. For the Rechabitcs 
came out of this country, (1 Chron. ii. 55.) whose virtue 
Jeremiah praises in tho latter end of the Jewish church, 
(chap, xxxv.) 



CHAP. XIX. 

Ver. 1. JLN the third month.'] Or, in the third new moon. 
For the Hebrew word chodesh signifies a new moon, 
as well as a month : nay, that is the prime signification, 
from whence the other is derived. And so we are to under- 
stand it here; that on tho new moon, i. e. the first day of 
the third month (called Sivan), after their coming out of 
Egypt, they came into the wilderness of Sinai. Which was 
just forty-five days after they departed out of Egypt. For, 
if we add to the fifteen days of the first month twenty-nine, 
which made the second, theso put together, "with this new 
moon, make forty-five. Utito which, if we add that day 
when Moses went up'to God (ver. 3.), and reported, when 
he came down, the message God sent by him to the ciders 
of Israel; and the next day kftcr, ^vhen he returned their 
answer unto God, (ver. 7, 8.) with the three days more, 
which God gave them to prepare themselves for his coming 
down among them* (ver. 10, II.) there were just fifty days 
from their Passover to the giving of the law upon Mount 
Sinai : wliidh laid thefoundationof the -great feast of Pen- 
tecost. 

TJie same day.] i. e. On the forcmentioned new moon of 
the third month. 

Came they into the wilderness of Sinai.] So called from 
that famous mountairi Sinai, which gave the name to the 
wilderness which lay before it. This mountain was also 
called Horeb, (Deut. iv. 10.) they being only different-tops 
of one and the same mountain ; but this higher than Horeb : 
so that one may see the Red Sea from thence, as they that 
have travelled into those parts affirm, w r ho say it is now 
called by the Arabians, Tur ; and by Christians, the Moun- 
tain of St Catherine. 

Ver. 2. For they were departed from Rephidim, &c] 
They began to move from Rephidim towards that part of the 
m6untain called Horeb, upon their murmuring for want of 
water, (xvii. 5,6.) But seem to have returned thither to 
fight with Amalek, (ver. 8.) And then they were led by 
God to this other side of the mountain, which is called the 
wilderness of Sinai. 

There Israel encamped before the mount.] For the glo- 
rious cloud having led them hither, rested upon the mount; 
as appears from the words following. 

Ver. 3. And Moses went up unto God.] Whose glorious 
majesty appeared upon the mount. 

And the Lord called unto him out of the mountain.] Or 
rather, for the Lord called to him out of the mountain, where 
the Divine glory rested: unto which he would not have, 



presuined to go, if the Lord had not called to him to come 
up thither. Which was upon th second day of the third 
month. 

Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the 
children of Israel] There was some reason sure for calling 
them by these two names, the house of Jacob and the 
children of Israel: which perhaps was to put them in 
mind that they, who had lately been as low as Jacob when 
he went t6 Padan-Aram, were now grown as great as God 
made him when he came from thence, and was called 
Israel. 

Ver. 4. You have seen.] There ; needs no proof, for you 
yourselves are witnesses. 

What I did unto the Egyptians.] Smote them with divers 
sore plagues; and at last drowned them and their chariots 
in the Red Sea. 

And how I bare you on eagles 9 wings.] Kept you so safe, 
and placed you so far out of the reach of your enemies, as 
if you had been borne up on high by an eagle. Which 
are observed to carry their young ones, not in their feet, as 
other birds are 'wont to do, but on their wings: and to 
soar so highland with ^so swift a motion, that none can 
pursue them, much less touch them. Bochartus hath ob- 
served all the properties ascribed to the eagle; with re- 
spect to which, interpreters have thought God's care of his 
people to be here compared with that bird, (Hierozoic. par. 
ii. lib. ii. cap. 5.) But after all he judiciously concludes, 
that Moses best explains his; own meaning, in his famous 
song, Deut xxxii.ll. where the eagle's fluttering about 
her nest, ^and making a noise, to stir up her. young ones to 
leave their dirty nest, and try their wings, represents the 
many means God had used to rouse up the drooping spirits 
of thelsraclites,:when they lay miserably oppressed under 
a cruel servitude, and encourage them to aspire after liber- 
ty, and to obey those whom he sent to deliver them. 

And brought you unto myself] And by that means 
brought you hither, to live under my government. For 
this was the very foundation of his peculiar empire over 
them, that he had ransomed and redeemed them out of 
slavery, by a mighty hand and strctched-ont arm, (as he 
speaks, xiii. 3. Deut. iv. 34.) so as he had not delivered 
any other nation: and thereby made them his own, after 
an extraordinary manner, peculiar to them alone. r This 
Joshua also recals to their mind, when he was near his 
death, and renewed this covenant of God with them, (xxiv. 
5, 6, &c.) 

Ver. 5. Now therefore.] Having wonderfully delivered 
them, and supported thern'in a miraculous manner, by 
bread from heaven, and water out of a rock; he now pro- 
ceeds to instruct them in their duty, as Greg. Nyssen ob- 
serves, L. de Vita Mosis, p. 172. 

If you will obey my voice indeed, &c] If you will sin- 
cerely obey me, as your king and governor, and keep the 
covenant I intend to make with you, then you shall be 
mine above all the people of the earth; whose Lord I am, 
as well as yours : but you shall be my peculiar inheritance; 
in which I will establish my kingdom and priesthood; with 
such laws as shall not only distinguish you from all other 
nations, but make you to excel them. This is the sense of 
this verse, and the following. 

A peculiar treasure unto me.]i. e. Very dear to mc ; and 
consequently I will take a singular care of you, as kings 
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do of those things which they lay up in their treasury. So 
the Hebrewword segulldh signifies. Which Origen proves 
they really were (notwithstanding all the calumnies of Cel- 
sus), their laws being so profitable; and they being so early 
taught to know God, to believe the immortality of the soul, 
and the rewards and punishments in the life to come; and 
bred up to a contempt of divination (with which mankind 
Jiad been abused), as proceeding rather from wicked de- 
mons, than from any excellent nature; and to seek for the 
knowledge of future things in souls, which by an extraor- 
dinary degree of purity.were rendered capable, to receive 
the Spirit of God, (lib. v. contra Celsum, p. 260.) And, this 
the author of Sepher Cosri happily expresses, when he 
saith, " Our peculiar blessings consist in the conjunction 
of our minds with *God, by prophecy, and. thatwhich is an- 
nexed to it:" that is (as Muscatus explains it), % the gift 
of the Spirit of God." And therefore, he doth not say in 
•the law, If you will obey my voice, I will bring you after 
death into gardens of pleasure; but " ye shall be to me a 
people, and I wall be to you a God," (par. i. sect. 109.) 

For all the earth is mine.'] Which made it the greater ho- 
nour, that he bare such a special love to them. 

Ver. 6. And ye sliall be unto me a kingdom of priests.] 
An honourable, or a Divine kingdom: not like worldly 
kingdoms, which are defended by arms, but supported by, 
piety. Or a princely people, that should rule over their 
enemies. For tho same word signifies both priests and 
princes: and in the first times of the world, none .was 
thought fit to be a priest but he who was a king, or the 
chief of the family ; as we see in Melchizedeck and Jethro. 

That God was peculiarly the king of this people, I ob- 
served above, (iii. 10.) and here he expressly owns this pecu- 
liar dominion over them, by saying, ye shall be to me a 
kingdom. And one reason, perhaps, why he saith they 
shall be a kingdom of priests, is, because they were govern- 
ed (whilst they continued a theocracy) by the high-priest, 
as the prime minister under God, who in all weighty causes 
consulted God what was to be done; and accordingly they 
Ordered their affairs, (xxviii. 30. Numb, xxviii. 21.) Which 
is the reason why God commands Moses to make such gar- 
ments for Aaron as should be for glory and beauty (or, 
for honour and glory), as we read ver. 2. of that chapter; 
f. e. to make him appear great, like a prince ; for they were 
really royal garments. And for his sons, also, he was to 
make bonnets of the like kind for honour and glory, (ver. 
40.) they being in the form of the tiarce which kings wore; 
and are joined in Scripture with crowns, (Job xxix. 14. 
Isa. iii. 23, &c.) Whence Philo says, (in his book de Sa- 
ccrd. Honoribus,) that the law manifestly dressed up the 
high-priest, etc oifivorrira koI rififjv fia<ji\lu)$. But the liberty 
and freedom also wherein they were instated, I doubt not, 
is signified by these words, kings and priests (us Onkelos 
translates them, and as it is expressed in the New Testa- 
ment, Revel, i. 6. v. 10. and the Syriac also, kingdom and 
priesthood), for kings and priests were, of all other men, freed 
from oppression. And thus I find our Mr. Thorndike, a 
most learned man, glosses upon these words : (Review of 
the Rights of the Church, p. 132.) God called them kings, 
because redeemed from the servitude of strangers, to be a 
people, lords of themselves ; and priests, becauso redeemed 
to spend their time in sacrificing, and feasting upon their 
sacrifices, (under which figure he afterwards represents the 
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happy state of his church; Isa. Ixi. 6.) though they sacri- 
ficed not in person, but by their priests appointed in their 
stead, by imposition of the elders' hands, (Numb. viii. 10.) 

A holy nation.] A people separated to God from all 
other nations, and from their idolatry, to serve.God in an 
acceptable manner. 

These are the words which thou shall speak unto the chil- 
dren of IsraeL] The sum of what he was to say to them; 
comprehending both their duty and theirhigh privilege. 

Ver. 7. And Moses came.] Down Jfroimthe mount, where 
h§ had been yathGod, (ver. 3.) 

And called for the elders of the people.] The principal 
persons in.the severaliribes, (see iii. 16.) .which he seems to 
shave done in the. evening of the second ;day>of fc the t month. 
txAndJatd before.* their faces all .these words, &c] Plainly 
declared ,to them, * what God had given him in charge : 
which they went and propounded, to the people of the se- 
veral tribes, whom they represented. 

Ver. S. And all the people answered together, and said.] 
All with one consent declared as here follows : 
• All that the Lord hath spoken we will do.] They consented 
to have the .Lord for their king ; and promised to be obe- 
dient to his will. 

And Moses returned the words of the people unto- the 
Lord.] This seems to have been done the next day, which 
was the third day of the third month. Upon which report 
made to God for the people's consent, he proceeds, after a 
few days' preparation, to declare the laws by which they 
should be governed, (chap* xx. xxi. xxii. xxiii.) and then, 
in the twenty-fourth chapter), these laws pass into a cove- 
nant between God and them. 

Here Moses plainly acted as a mediator between God 
and the people. 

Ver. 9. And the Lord said unto Moses, Lo, I will come 
unto thee.] Appear upon the mount. 

In a thick cloud.] In a darker cloud than that which 
had hitherto gone before them to conduct them; so that 
they should see nothing but flashes of lightning which came 
out of it, in a. very frightful manner, (ver. 16. 18.) For, that 
there was fire in it, appears from Deut. iv. 11. v. 22, 23. 
though at first, perhaps, only a thick cloud appeared, as a 
token of his approach. 

That the people may hear when I speak with thee.] Though 
they saw no similitude, yet they plainly heard a voice speak- 
ing unto Moses, and declaring their duty. Maimonides, in- 
deed, thinks that the words were directed only unto. Moses; 
and that the Israelites heard merely the sound of the words, 
but did not distinctly understand\them, (fi£ore Nevoch. 
par. ii. cap. 33.) Which is directly against what Moses 
says, (Deut. iv. 12.) " The Lord spake unto you out of 
the midst of the fire," &c. and, (v. 4, 5.) <\ The Lord talked 
with you face to face in. the mount, &c. saying, I am tho 
Lord thy God," &c. Which words are plainly directed to 
all the people. 

And believe thee for ever.] They had been staggered in 
their belief, after they had professed it at the Red Sea, (xv. 
ult.) but after this, it might be expected they. would never 
question his authority any more. 

And Moses told the tvords of the people unto the Lord.] 
Or rather, for Moses had told, &c. Upon which account 
God was pleased to make the foregoing declaration. Till 
they had owned him for the Lord their God, i. e. their king 
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and governor, he did not speak unto them at all, but only 
unto Moses: but now that they had consented to be his, 
he resolves to speak audibly to them ; and henceforth to 
dwell among them ; and in order to it, fix his tabernacle 
with them. For which he gives order (chap. xxv. &c.) 
immediately after they had entered into covenant to do as 
they had promised. 

Or these words (which seem to be a needless repetition) 
may relate to that w T hich follows, and be translated thus : 
Moses having told the xvords of the people unto the Lord, the 
Lord said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify 
them, &c. 

. Ver. 10. Go unto the people, and sanctify them to-day 
and to-morrow.] This shews that Moses was sent down 
early on the fourth day, to prepare them for the appear- 
ance of the Divine Majesty among them, by sanctifying 
them; that is, separating them from all uncleanness; or 
rather, from all common and ordinary employments; that 
they. might give themselves to fasting, and prayer, and ab- 
stinence from otherwise lawful pleasures. For PirkeEHe- 
zer takes abstinence from their wives, mentioned ver. 15. 
as a part of this sanctification, (cap. 41.) And so doth 
Gregory Nyssen in his book de Vita Mosis, p. 178. And 
Maimonides observes, that separation from wine and 
strong drink is called holiness in the law of the Naza- 
rites, (Numb. vi. 5.) and .therefore may be thought part 
of the sanctification here required, (More Nevoch. par. i. 
cap. 33.) 

And let them wash their clothes.] The Hebrews under- 
stand it, of washing their whole bodies. For thus Aaron 
and his sons were to be consecrated to their office, (xxix. 
4. xl. 12.) and therefore thus the people were now to be 
made a holy people unto the Lord, and made fit for the 
presence of the Divine Majesty. Under whose wings (as 
they speak) none were received in future times, i. e. made 
proselytes, but by baptism (or washing of their whole 
body), which was taken from this pattern. And accord- 
ingly, where we read in the law of particular purifications 
by washing their clothes in case of any uncleanness, as 
Lev. xi. 25. 28. 40. xiv. 8. 47. (where Moses speaks of 
cleansing a leprous person),. Numb. xxxi. 24. (where he 
speaks of cleansing soldiers), and many other cases, they 
understand it in the very same manner. In some cases 
indeed it is expressly prescribed, (Lev. xv. 5—7. xvi. 2G, 
&c.) and they expound all others, where clothes only are 
mentioned, by the same rule; as Mr. Selden shews, (lib. i. 
de Synedr. cap. 3.) where he observes, that, in the pagan 
language, pure garments signify the washing of the whole 
body. (See p. 29.) 

Ver. 11. And be ready against the third day.] He doth 
not mean the third day of the month, but the third day after 
this command to sanctify themselves. In which they were 
bound to spend two entire days ; and then the Lord pro- 
mised to come down in all their sight upon Mount Sinai. 
That is, when they were fit to receive him, by their pro- 
fessing themselves a holy people, of which that outward 
washing was a token. 

For the third flay the Lord ivill come down, &c.] Not 
from the mount, but from heaven, upon Mount Sinai* On 
which the Schechinah descended in a cloud, which struck 
a great awe into them : for it was darker than the pillar 
of the cloud by which they had been conducted hither; 
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through which some rays, or glimpse of a glorious majesty 
that was in it, broke forth upon them. 

Ver. 12. And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round 
about.] To keep them at a due distance, out of a just re- 
verence to the Divine Majesty. 

Take heed unto yourselves, that ye go not up, &c] This 
caution also was given them, to work and preserve in their 
minds a most profound reverence of the Divine Majesty, 
and to those laws which were to be delivered from tins 
mount. 

Ver. 13. There shall not a hand touch it, but he shall 
surely be stoned, or shot through.] JBe stoned, if he were 
near at hand; or shot through with darts or arrows, if at 
a distance. So Aben Ezra. And so Jonathan, likewise, 
translates the latter clause, they shall throw darts at 
him: and so our old translation, stricken through with 
darts; But the Talmndists, and the greatest lawyers 
among the Jews, expound both these clauses of stoiiing, 
which was twofold, as we read in the MisnaTit. Sanhedrin, 
cap. G. either by throwing stones at a malefactor, or throw- 
ing him down from a high place upon stones. And thus 
this last phrase imports in the Hebrew, and may properly 
be translated, "projiciendo projicietur," he shall be vio- 
lently thrown down; or, thrown down headlong. It is the 
very same word with that (xv. 4.) concerning the casting 
Pharaoh's chariots into the sea. And this was a punish- 
ment, as Mr. Selden observes, like that among the Romans, 
from theSaxumTarpeium, which the Jews inflicted upon 
some captive Edomites, (SChron. xxv. 12.) and Jehu in- 
flicted upon Jezabel, (2 Kings ix. 32.) On which story 
R. Levi ben Gefsom Observes pertinently, that as she 
caused Naboth to be stoned, so she was punished herself 
in the* same kind;' for stoning, saith he, was either by 
throwing stones at malefactors, or throwing them down 
upon stones: to justify which, he alleges this place in 
Exodus. And David Kimchi makes the same observation. 
(Sec Mr. Selden, lib. i. de Synedr. cap/5, p. 74, &c.) 

When the trumpet soundeth long.~\ When the sound of it 
is protracted, or drawn out;. and, consequently, was less 
terrible than while it was shorter and broken. (See ver. 1G.) 
. Tliey shall come up to the mount.] To the foot of it, (ver. 
;17.) that they might more plainly hear the voice of God. 

Ver. 14. And Moses came down from the mount to the peo- 
ple.] As he had been commanded, (ver. 10.) 

And sanctified the people.] Commanded them to sanctify 
themselves, (as the author of Sepher Cosri explains it, 
par. i. sect. 87.) both with internal sanctification and exter- 
nal ; among which the principal was, separation from the 
company of women, as it here follows, (ver. 15.) 

And they washed their clothes.] See ver. 10. Unto which • 
add, that it is no wonder they used this purification before 
the giving of the law: which had been anciently in use 
among their ancestors, upon solemn occasions. As ap- 
pears by what I observed on Gen. xxxv. 2. where Jacob, 
before the building of an altar to God in Bethel, as he had 
vowed, cleansed his family after this manner. For so Aben 
Ezra truly expounds these words be clean, wash your bo- 
dies: which was the old rite of cleansing. (See there.) 

Ver. 15. And said unto the people, Be ready against the 
third day.] Prepared to hear the words of God. ; 

Come not at your wives.] For this time was set apart 
for solemn fasting and prayer ; that they, might be fit to 
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converse with God, by having their minds abstracted from 
earthly things. 

Ver. 16. And it came to pass on the third day.] Sec 
ver. 11. 

There were thunders and lightnings.] Which broke out of 
the thick cloud, to awaken them to attend unto his Majesty, 
who was approaching. 

And a thick cloud.] In which a flaming fire presently ap- 
peared, (ver. 18.) d>c aoparov ytviaSat to opog, SO that the 
mountain could not be seen; as Greg. Nyssen explains it, 
de Vita Mosis, p. 179. 

And the voice &f the trumpet.'] The heavenly ministers, 
who were attendants upon the Divine Majesty, made a 
sound like that of a trumpet, to summon the people to 
come and appear before God, and receive his commands. 

Exceeding loud.] Beyond what the blast of any men could 
make : for it made the whole camp quake, as the following 
words tell us. 

Ver. 17. And Moses brought forth the people out of the 
camp.] When their trembling was abated, by the remis- 
sion, as we may suppose, of the sound of the trumpet. 

To meet with God.] That they might be espoused to him. 

And they stood at the nether part of the mount.] Below at 
the foot of it, not presuming to touch it ; which they were 
severely forbidden, ver. 11, 12. (See Deut. iv. 11.) 

Ver. 18. And Mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke.] 
Nothing could be seen but smoke, mixed with a flame. 

Because the Lord descended on it in fire.] The Schechi- 
nah came down into the thick cloud (ver. 9. 10.) with a 
glittering company of angels, who appeared like flames of 
fire, unto which they are compared by the Psalmist, (civ. 4.) 
Thus Moses himself seems to expound it(Deut. xxxiii. 2.) 
" He came with ten thousands (or myriads) of holy ones 
(i. e. of angels); from his right hand went a fiery law for 
them." Which plainly relates to this appearance at Mount 
Sinai. 

And the smoke thereof ascended, as the smoke of a fur- 
nace.] Mixed with fire, which went up even to the midst of 
heaven, as Moses explains it, Deut. iv. 11. 

And the whole mount quaked greatly.] See Psalm lxviii. 
8. civ. 32. 

Ver. 19. And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long.] 
It is a different word here in the Hebrew from that (ver. 13.) 
which we translate sounded long: signifying that it pro- 
ceeded or went on either a long time, or to a greater loud- 
ness. 

And waxed louder and louder.] In the Hebrew the words 
are exceeding strong: fanplxu tavrr)v n aakinyZ, &c. the 
trumpet exceeded itself; the succeeding blasts transcending 
those that went before, as Greg. Nysscn well interprets the 
whole. 

Moses spake.] The people trembled before at the loud 
sound of the trumpet, (ver. 16.) but now it grew so very 
terrible, that Moses himself said, (as the apostle expounds 
this passage, Heb. xii. 21.) " I exceedingly fear and 
quake." For hither, I think, Junius rightly applies those 
words. 

And God answered him by a voice.] Bidding him not be 
afraid, but come up unto him, as it follows in the next 
verse. Greg. Nyssen thinks that the voice of the trumpet 
vv hw>§QQQ, became articulate, with the organs of speech, 
by the Divine power. 
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Ver. 20. And the Lord came down upon Mount Sinai.] 
It is said before that the Lord descended upon it ; (ver. 18.) 
therefore the meaning here is, that the Schechinah, or Dir 
vine Majesty, settled there to speak unto the people. 

Onthe top of the mount.] On the highest part of it, that 
there might be the greatest distance between hitfi and the 
people, who stood at the foot of it. 

And the Lord called up Moses, &c] He stood lower. be- 
fore, though not so low as the people : but now is called up 
higher, even to the very place where God was; and, con- 
sequently, entered into the midst of .the fire and smoke> 
wherein the mountain was wrapped, (ver. 18.) upon God's 
appearance there. From which, in all probability, the 
Persians (who had heard or read .what is here related) 
framed the story of their Zoroaster: who, wandering in de- 
sert places, was carried up to heaven, and saw God "en- 
compassed with flames ; which he could not behold with 
his own eyes (the splendour of them was so great), but 
with eyes which the angels lent him : and there he received 
from him a book of the law, &c. (See Huetius Deraonstr. 
Evang. propos. iv. cap. 5. n. 2.) i k 

Ver. 21. And the Lord said unto Moses, Go down and 
charge the people, &c] It seems that upon Moses's going 
up, some of the people thought of approaching nearer, out 
of curiosity, to see if they could discover more of the Di- 
vine Majesty. And therefore God sends him down again 
immediately, to bid them remember the charge he had given 
them, and not dare to come nearer than they were. 

And many of them perish.] As many as were so pre- 
sumptuous. Many sometimes signifies all: and here all 
that should adventure to go beyond their bounds. 

Ver. 22. And let the priests also.] Who these were is 
much disputed; for Aaron and his sons were not yet 
consecrated. The Jews (it is commonly known) readily 
answer, they were the first-born; whose prerogative it 
was to minister to God, as his priests, till the law of 
Moses ordered things otherwise. But I have often ob- 
served this not to be true; being confuted by several ex- 
amples of others who sacrificed and were not the first-born. 
And lately there is a learned man, who, in a just discourse, 
hath overthrown this opinion, (see Campeg. Vitringa Ob- 
.sefv. Sacne, lib. ii. cap. 23.) which was called in question, 
and briefly censured some time before, by a very learned 
friend of mine, Dr. Outram, (dc Sacrifices, lib. i. cap. 4.) 
Conradus Pellicanus, in the beginning of the Reformation, 
seems to have given a better account of the priests here 
.mentioned, which were the prime and most honourable 
persons in the several tribes ; the elders, and such as ad- 
ministered the government under Moses : among which 
there might be some of the first-born, nay, it is possible, 
many of them; but not by any special right which they 
had to this office. 

lVJdch came near unto the Lord.] To perform Divino 
services. By which one would think he speaks of those 
who had been already employed in this office: for having 
before this built an altar, (xvii. 15.) some think it probable 
sacrifice was offered upon it. But if it were only a monu- 
ment, and no sacrifices were to be offered till they came to 
the mount of -God, who was to appoint them; then Moses 
picked out the most excellent persons (as I said before) to 
perform this service when they came there, (xxiv. 5.) 

Sanctify themselves.^ Nothing was said before of their 
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sanctification; which is here enjoined by itself, because 
their high office required a peculiar separation to prepare 
them for it. 

Lest the Lord break forth upon them.'] Lest when they 
come hear to sacrifice, God should be" offended with their 
uncleanness, and destroy them. This supposes they might 
go nearer than the people. 

Ver. 23. And Moses said unto the Lord, The people cannot 
come vp to Mount Sinai, &c] He thought it was needless to 
go down to restrain the people; having given them the 
charge which God commanded him, (ver. 11, 12.) and set 
bounds about themoitnt (as it here follows), by drawing a 
line, perhaps, beyond which they should hot pass, and 
thereby separating the mount from them ; which he calls 
sdnctifying it. 

Ver. 24. And the Lord.] Or, but the Lord. 
Said unto him, Away, get thee down.] He knew the peo- 
ple's inclinations better than Moses did ; and therefore com- 
manded him to make no delay, for fear they should grow 
more bold than he imagined. 

And thou shalt come up, and Aaron with thee.] After he 
had delivered this new charge to them. Which was the 
more necessary, because Aaron being also called up, they 
might think likewise of sharing this privilege. 

And Aaron with thee.] Unto whom God did this great 
honour, because he was to be called shortly to the dignity 
of the high-priest : and would be the more respected by the 
people, when they saw him admitted far nearer to God 
than they were. 

But let not the priests and the people break through, &c] 
But let not any body else, as they love their lives, presume 
to press beyond their line: no' not the priests, on whom I 
have bestowed the honour of coming nearer to me than 
other men, (ver. 22.) 

Ver. 25. So Moses went down unto the people, and spake 
Unto them.] Delivered the message to them, and to the 
priests, as he was directed : and then (as he was also or- 
-dered) returned to the mount, and his brother with him; 
but not to the top of the mount where he was before, (ver. 
20.) as appears from the nineteenth verse of the next 
chapter: which shews that Moses was there where the 
people might speak to him; and therefore, if he went up 
now to the top of th£ mount, he came down again, when the 
Lord spake audibly to them, and stood in a place where he 
might be a mediator between them. So he himself saith, 
(Deut. v. 4, 5.) that when the Lord talked with them face 
to face in the mount, he' stood between the Lord and them. 
And accordingly it follows (ver. 23. of that chapter), that 
when they heard the voice out of the midst of the darkness, 
they came near to Moses, and said, &c. which shews he was 
not far off from them, though nearer to God than they. 

But perhaps Moses and Aaron did not come up into tho 
mount, till after the ten words (or commandments) were 
spoken: when Mos'esj we read (xx. 21.) drew near unto 
the thick darkness tvhere God xvas; though we read nothing 
of Aaron there. Which inclines me to think the foregoing 
account of this matter to be the truer. 

CHAP. XX. 

Ver. 1. JLND God spake all these words, saying.] After 
the trumpet had summoned them all to attend, and sounded 



a long time louder and louder, there came a voice from thp 
Schcchinah, or Divine Majesty, out of the midst of the 
fire, (as we read Deut. iv. 12. v. 4. 22.) that is, of -the an- 
gelical host which encircled him, and appeared like flames 
of fire: which made the apostlosay, tho law was ordained 
by angels, (Gal. iii. 10.) who were then in attendance upon 
the Divine Majesty, as his retinue, when he spake all these 
words, that follow to tho end of the seventeenth verse; 
which are called the ten words, or commandments, in 
xxxiv. 28. And he spake them with so great a voice, 
(Deut. v. 22.) that all the people, who were very numerous, 
plainly heard them, which-was very wonderful. 

This was upon the sixth day of the third month, called 
Sivan. (See Sclden, lib. iii. de Jure N. et G. cap. 11.) 

Ver. 2. I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt, &c] In this preface to the ten com- 
mandments, he asserts his right to give them laws, not only 
in general, as he is Lord of all, but by a peculiar tide he 
had to their obedience; whom he had taken to himself, 
-after a special manner, to be his people, by bringing them 
out of the land of Egypt, and the servitude under which they 
groaned there. This was a benefit fresh in their minds, and 
most apt to affect their hearts: and, therefore, he doth not 
say,as the author of ScpherCosri observes, (par. i. sect.17.) 
lam tlie Lord of heaven andearth; or, I am^thy Creator; 
but, lam the Lord thy God, who have shewn a particular 
favour and kindness to thee, by bringing thee out of the 
land of Egypt, &c. When he became their king by a spe- 
cial title, (as I observed, iii. 10.) and, upon that account, 
gave them these laws, w r hereby they were to be governed : 
and gave them peculiarly to them (as the forenamed author 
notes), who were tied to the observance of thenvby virtue 
of their deliverance out of Egypt, and God's placing his 
glory among them. Whereas, if they had been tied to them 
by virtue of their preation, they would have belonged to all 
nations as much as unto them. Thus he. Maimonides will 
have these words, lam the Lord thy God, to signify the 
existence of God; and the next, (ver. 3.) his unity : which 
two are the great foundations of religion, (More Nevoch. 
par. ii. cap. 33.) .And, indeed, the word Jehovah, or Lord, 
is generally thought to signify, he who is of himself. And 
the next word Elohim, which is the most ancient name of 
God in Scripture, learned men of late derive from the Ara- 
bic word alaha (there being no root in Hebrew remaining 
from whence it can so regularly come), which signifies to 
worship, serve, and adore. Hottinger hath taken a great 
deal of pains, in his Hexaemeron, and elsewhere, to con- 
firm this out of that, and out of the Ethiopic language also. 
The Jews say, indeed, that Elohim is the namo of judg- 
ment, as Jehovah is of mercy } but Abarbincl confutes this, 
to establish a notion of his own (viz. the omnipotent Cause 
of all things), which others oppose, as much as he doth 
the former. And therefore most, J think, now rest in the 
forenamed notion, that it properly signifies Him, who only 
is to be religiously worshipped and adored; as it follows 
in the next words. 

Ver. 3. Thou shalt have no other gods.] That is, believe 
in one God; or, believe there. is^no other God but me, as 
Nachman interprets it; and, consequently, worship no 
other God. This is the great ftnindation (as the Hebrews 
speak) of the law: for whosoever confesses any other God, 
he denies the whole law. And they truly observe, also, that 
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this negative precept includes the affirmative, viz. a com- 
mand to worship him, the only God. As when Naaman 
saith, he would neither offer burnt-offering nor .sacrifice to 
any other God but the Lord ; it is plain he meant, that he 
would sacrifice to him, (1 Kings, v. 17.) See Selden, lib. iii. 
de Jure N. et G. cap. 1. 

Before me.] As they were not to forsake him' and wor- 
ship some other God; so not to worship any other God, 
together with him, as many did, (2 Kings xvii. 33.) For in 
his presence he could not endure any competitor. 

Vcr. 4. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, 
&c] The difference between pesel, which we translate 
graven image, and temunah, which we translate likeness, 
seems to be, that the former was a protuberant image, or 
a statue made of wood, stone, &c. and the other only ^pic- 
ture, drawn in colours upon a wall, or board, &c. Both 
which, some have thought, they were prohibited here so 
much as to make;-whether it were the image, or picture, of 
the stars, or birds, or men, or beasts, or fishes, forfear they 
should be drawn to worship them. Thus, it is certain, Ori- 
gen understood this commandment, when he said, there was 
not permitted to be so much as Z<oypa<j>og, qvtz ayaXfiaToiroL- 
bg Iv rrj 7roX(rf^ avTvv, &c. a picture-drawer, or a maker, of 
statues in their commonwealth: to take away all occasion of 
drawing men's minds from the worship of God,(lib. iv. con- 
tra Cels. p. 181.) Clemens Alexandrinus was of the same 
opinion, (lib. v. Stromat. and Tertullian, L.deSpectaculis, 
cap. 23.) Which they derived, in all probability, from the 
Jews, who, from the time of the Maccabees to the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, thought they were forbidden by this law 
to make an image or figure of any living creature, especially 
of a man. This Hermannus Conringius hath plainly demon- 
strated (in his Paradoxa de.Nummis Ebraeorum, cap. 5.) 
out of many places in Philo and in Josephus. The latter of 
which tells us, (lib. xviii. Archaeolog. cap. 5.) that all their 
governors before Pilate were wont to use ensigns in Jeru- 
salem, without the image of Caesar in them, because their 
law forbade them ckJvwv 7tolr\mv, the making of images. Ajid 
when Vitellius was to lead the Roman army through Judea, 
against the Arabians, with images in their ensigns, the peo- 
ple ran to meet him, beseeching him to forbear it, ov yap 
avrdig tlvai irarpiov nepiopav tiKovag tig airn)v fepofiivag, for it 
was not consonant to the laws of their country to see images 
brought into it. But whether this was the ancient exposi- 
tion of the law before those times may be doubted. The 
Talmudists think it was unlawful to make any figures of 
celestial bodies, either prominent or plain, though it were 
for ornaments sake: but as for animals, they might make 
prominent statues of them, except only of men ; the images 
of whom they might draw on a plain : (see Selden, lib. i. de 
Jure N. et G. cap. 6 — 8.) which distinctions most look 
upon as ungrounded ; and the common opinion is, that 
Moses did not forbid the very making of an image ; but 
that they should not make them to' set up in the place of 
Divine worship. 

Ver. 5. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor 
serve them.'] If they saw an image (as they must needs do 
in other countries, though we suppose they had none among 
themselves), he requires them not to use any gesture, or to 
do any thing that might signify reverence or honour given 
to them. Such were prostrating themselves before them, 
bowing their bodies, kissing their hands ; much less to offer 



sacrifice, or burn incense', &c. to them. Here seems to be a 
plain gradation in this commandment; three things being 
here forbidden, if we take the first part of it to signify that 
they might not so much as make a graven image, or any 
likeness of any thing, for fear they should be tempted to 
idolatry. But though this may be supposed to have been 
a sin, yet not so great as the next, to bow. down to them; 
which was a degree of honour too high to be paid unto any 
image : but was not the highest of all ; which was to serve 
them, by offering sacrifice, burning incense, making vows 
to them ; or swearing by them ; or consecrating temples to 
them ; or lighting candles before them. 

For I the Lord thy God am a jealous God.] This reason 
shews that .this commandment is different from the first, 
and not a part of it. For worshipping of images is for- 
bidden, not merely because he was their God, and there is 
but one God ; but because he is a jealous God, who could 
not endure any corrival, or consort, in that .which was 
proper tp himself. And 30 the ancient Jews and Christians 
also, before St. Austin took, this for the second command- 
ment. The Arabian Christians, in later times, particularly 
Elmacinus, .distinctly names the ten commandments -in 
that order which we now do ; as Hottinger observes in his 
Smegma Orientale, p. 43G. 

Visiting.] i. e. Punishing with heavy judgments, (Lev. 
xxvi..39.) ■ l 

The iniquity of the fathers upon the children.] This was 
threatened to terrify them from this sin, which would .ruin 
their families; being a kind of high treason against the 
Lord of heaven and earth. Yet Aben JEzra understands it 
only of such children as trod in the steps of their fore- 
fathers ;. for :if they, repented the punishment was mitigated, 
(Lev. xx vi. i40/ &c .) 

Unto the third and fourth generation.] That is, as long 
as they; could be supposed, to; live (which might be. to see 
the third, and perhaps the fourth generation), he threatens 
to pursue them with his vengeance in their posterity; 
whose punishment they themselves should behold, to their 
great grief. So great was his hatred to this sin; and so 
odious were such people to him. Thus Maimonides ex- 
pounds it in his More Nevoch. par. i. cap. 54. Visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children, is threatened only 
against the sin of idolatry; as appears from what follows, 
that such sinners are called haters of him. And he men- 
tions only to the fourth generation; because the most a. man 
can live to see of his seed, is the fourth generation. Ac- 
cordingly God orders, saith he, that if any city proved 
idolaters, the inhabitants should be destroyed utterly, 
and all that was therein, (Deut. xiii. 13 — 15.) Fathers, 
children, grandchildren, great grandchildren, and. the new- 
born children, were all killed for the sin of their parents." 
Hence, he saith, (Deut. vii. 10.) he repayeth men that hate 
him to their face: which is there twice mentioned. 

Of them that hate me.] For he looked on them not only 
as enemies, but as haters of him. It is an observation of 
tho same Maimonides, that, in the whole law of Moses, 
and in the books of the prophets, we shall never find these 
words, fury, anger, indignation, jealousy, attributed to 
God, but when they speak of idolatry : nor' any man called 
an enemy to God, an adversary, a hater of him, but only 
idolaters, (Deut. vi. 14, 15. xi. 16, 17. xxxi. 29, &c. 
Nehem. i. 2. Deut. vii. 10. Numb, xxxii. 21. Deut. xii; 31. 
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xvi. 22.) See More Nevoch. par. i. cap. 36. which he re- 
peats cap. 54. " No man is called a hater of God, but an 
idolater ;" according to that Dcut. xii. 31. " every abomina- 
tion to the Lord which he hateth." By which it appears, 
that they counted the worshippers of images idolaters ; 
though they did not think these images to be gods (for no 
taian in the world ever thought an image made of, wood 
and stone, silver or gold, to be the Creator of heaven and 
earth, or tho Governor of the world), but took them only 
for things intermediate between God and them, as he there 
speaks. 

This was a law so well known to the ancient heathens, 
that the best men among them would suffer no images to 
be set up in their temples. In particular, Numa forbade 
this to the Romans, which he learned, as Clemens Alex- 
andrinus thinks, from Moses. Insomuch, that for the 
space of a hundred and seventy years, though they built 
temples, yet ayakfia ov§ev, ovti irXaorbv, ovti filv ypawrbv 
Iworijvavro, they made no image, neither statue, Twr so 
much as a picture, (lib. i. Stromat. p. 304.) Plutarch re- 
lates the same in the life of Numa Pompilius, and adds 
this reason, that he thought it a great crime to represent 
the most excellent Being by such mean things; and that 
God was to be apprehended only by the mind. The ancient 
Persians pretend to have received the same law from their 
Zoroaster ; who, in a number of things, is so like to Moses, 
that Huetius thinks (not without reason) his story was 
framed out of these books. 

Ver. G. And shewing mercy unto thousands.'] To invite 
their obedience, he promises to be kind unto them and 
their posterity for many generations (so thousands signi- 
fies), who were loyal and faithful to him. Such is the 
infinite goodness of God, that he delights more in shewing 
mercy, than in acts of severity ; there being such a dis- 
proportion between the one and the other, as there is 
between three or four and a thousand. Which made the 
heavy punishment of idolaters the more reasonable, be- 
cause they might have enjoyed such great and long-con- 
tinued blessings, if they would have kept close to their 
religion. 

Of them that love me.] Adhered to him alone, as the 
only object of worship and adoration; with such an affec- 
tion as a chaste wife bears to her husband. For God now 
espoused this nation to himself (as the prophets taught 
them to understand it), and therefore all the idolatry which 
is forbidden in these commandments is called going a 
tuhoring from him. 

And keep my commandments.'] Not only professed to be 
his entirely, but proved it by observing his precepts. Which 
keeping or observing of his commandments, is mentioned 
here, perhaps, and not in any of the following command- 
ments, because this and the first were the principal, upon 
which the rest depended : there being no reason to mind 
what he said, if they acknowledged any other God but 
him* 

Ver. 7. Thoushalt not take the name of the Lord thy God 
in vain.] By the name of the Lord, in Scripture, is meant 
the Lord himself: and to take, or lift up his name, is to 
swear by him. So this word nasa sometimes signifies, 
without the addition of God's name, (Isa. iii. 7.) Jissa, he 
shall lift up in that day; which we truly render, in that 
day he sltall swear: which thoy did then with the hand 



I lifted up to heaven. And to take his name or swear in 
vain, is to swear falsely. Thttt is the principal meaning 
undoubtedly, that they should not call God to witness unto 
a lie ; promising in his name that which they meant not to 
perform ; or affirming or denying with an oath that which 
they knew not to be true. For so the word schave fre- 
quently signifies in Scripture, a lie. This relates not to 
their giving a testimony before a judge upon oath (of 
which ho speaks afterward in a distinct commandment), 
but to their intercourse and commerce one with auother. 
For an oath, saith R. Levi, of Barcelona, ought.to esta- 
blish every thing: and thereby Ave declare ourselves to be 
as much resolved concerning that which we swear, as we 
are concerning the being of God. 

Heathens themselves accounted an oath so sacred a 
thing, that it was capital for a man to forswear himself, as 
Hen. Stephanus (in his Fontes Juris Civilis, p. 7.) observes 
out of Diodorus Siculus, lib. i. and the reason he gives of 
it is this : that such a man committed two heinous crimes, 
by violating his piety to God and his faith to men in the 
highest degree. 

But besides this, both Jews and Christians always un- 
derstood swearing lightly, upon frivolous occasions, or 
without any necessity, to be here forbidden. R. Levi, 
beforementioned, saith this precept may be violated four 
several ways, besides swearing that which we mean not to 
perform. And Salvian applies this to the trivial naming 
of God and our Saviour, upon all occasions, and some- 
times upon bad occasions. " Nihil jam pene vanius quam 
Christi nomen esse videatur," &c. Every body then swear- 
ing by Christ he would do this or that, though of no con- 
sequence whether he did it or no, or perhaps a thing which 
ought not to be done, (lib. iv. de Gubern. Dei, p. 68. edit. 
Baluz.) 

They that understand this of swearing by false gods 
(which are called vain things in Scripture) do but trifle; 
that is condemned in the foregoing commandment; it being 
a piece of worship to swear by them. 

For the Lord will not hold him guiltless, &c] If men did 
not punish the false swearer, the Lord threatens that he 
will. And so mankind always thought, as appears by the 
law of <ftie twelve tables (mentioned by Hen. Stephanus 
in the book quoted above), " Perjurii poena divina, exitium, 
humana, dedecus :" Tlie divine punishment of perjury is utter 
destruction; the human punishment Is disgrace or infamy. 
And Alexander Sevcrus was so sensible of this, that he 
thought, u Jurisjurandi contempta religio, satis De^n 
ultorem habet :" The contempt of the religion of an djtli 
hath God for a sufficient avenger. For an oath is the 
strongest bond that is among men, to bind them to -truth 
and fidelity, as Cicero speaks, (lib. iii. de Offic. cap. 31.) 
Witness, saith he, the twelve tables; witness our sacred 
forms in taking an oath ; witness our covenant and leagues, 
wherein we plight our faith to enemies; witness the ani- 
madversions of our censors, " qui nulla de re diligentius 
quam de jurejurando, judicabant;" who judged of nothing 
more diligently than of an oath. 

Nor was the other sort of vain (that is, light and idle) 
swearing, without any just occasion, suffered to go un- 
punished: for Mr. Selden observes, out of Maimonides, 
(lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 11. p. 497.) that if any man was 
guilty of it, he that heard him swear was bound to excom- 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



* 



CHAP. XX.] 



UPON EXODUS. 



249 



municate him (what that was he shews in the first book), 
and if he did not lie was to be excommunicated himself. 
And there is great reason for these civil laws, which have 
provided a punishment for this crime ; not only because 
it is a great disrespect to God, to use his name so lightly on 
every trivial occasion; but because such contempt of the 
Divine Majesty makes men fall into. the fearful sin of 
perjury. 

Ver. 8. Remember (he sabbath-day, to keep it holy.] Be 
mindful of the day called the sabbath ; to make a differ- 
ence between it and all other days ; so that it be not em- 
ployed as they are. 

Ver. 9. Six days shalt thou labour and do all thy work.] 
This is not a precept requiring labour ; but a permission 
to employ six days in a week, about such worldly business 
as they had to do. Which permission also God himself 
abridged, by appointing some other festival days ; as all 
governors may do, upon some special occasions. 

Ver. 10. But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord 
thy God.] Appointed by Ids authority to be a day of rest 
from your labours. 

In it thou shalt not do any work] Herein the peculiar 
respect to the seventh day consisted : on all other days 
they might work ; but on this they were to cease from all 
manner of work. In which very thing was the sanctifying 
of this day ; it being hereby separated and distinguished 
from all other days in a very remarkable manner. But 
then it naturally followed, that, having no other work to do, 
they should call to mind the reason why it was thus sancti- 
fied, or set apart from other days. And the reason, say the 
Jews themselves, was, " That having no other business, 
they might fasten in their minds the belief that the world 
had a beginning ; which is a thread that draws after it all 
the foundation of the law, or the principles of religion." 
They are the words of R. Levi, of Barcelona. 

Besides which, there was another reason, which I shall 
mention presently. But by this it appears, that the obser- 
vation of this day was a sign, or a badge, to whom they 
belonged : a profession that they were all the servants of 
him who created the heaven and the earth, as God himself 
teaches them to understand it, (xxxi. 13. 17.) And that 
their minds might be possessed with this sense, lie ordered 
this solemn commemoration of the creation of the world to 
be made once in seven days. For as, if there had been 
quicker returns of it, their secular business might have 
been too much hindered ; so, if it had been delayed longer, 
this sense might have worn too much out of their minds. 

77*o*/, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, Kc.] They might no 
more employ others in their worldly business on this day 
than do it themselves: but their children, though they 
understood not the reason, were to rest; that in time they 
might learn this great truth, that all tilings w r ere made by 
God. 

Nor thy cattle.] Their oxen, and asses, and all other 
creatures wont to be employed in their labours, were to 
enjoy the benefit of this rest as well as themselves, (Deut. 
v. 14.) Which was absolutely necessary ; it being impos- 
sible for their servants to rest (as is here also required) if 
they were to set their cattle on work. 

Nor thy stranger that is within thy gates.] No stranger, 
who, by being circumcised, had embraced the Jewish reli- 
gion. But other strangers might work ; who only dwelt 
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among them, having renounced idolatry, but not taken 
upon them the obligation to observe their whole law. Yet 
if any such person was a servant to a Jew, his master might 
not employ him on the sabbath-day in any work of his ; 
but the man might work for himself, if he pleased, being 
not bound to this law. (See Selden,lib. iii. de Jure N. et G. 
cap. 12.) 

Ver. 11. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth.} 
There were two reasons for the sanctification of this day. 
One was,' because God rested from his work of creation on 
the seventh day, which is mentioned here ; the other was', 
because he had given them rest from their labours in Egypt; 
which he mentions in the fifth of Deuteronomy. There is' 
nobody-hath explained both these better than Maimonides: 
(More Nevoch. par. ii. cap. 31.) " There are two different 
causes, saith he, for this precept, from two different effects. 
For when Moses first explained to us the cause of this cele- 
bration, in the promulgation of the tea commandments, he 
saith it was, because in six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth. But in the repetition of them, he saith, 'Remember 
that thou wast a servant in Egypt, &c. therefore the Lord 
thy God commanded thee to keep the sabbath-day/ (Deut. 1 
v. 15.) The first cause is the glory and magnificence of 
this day, as it is said, 'Therefore the Lord blessed the 
seventh day and sanctified it/ (Gen. ii. 3.) This was the' 
effect of that cause, for in six days he made heaven and 
earth (this was the reason, he means, of the first institution 
of the sabbath), but that he gave this precept of the sab- 
bath unto us, (L e. the Israelites) and commanded us to 
observe it, was from the other cause, which followed the 
first cause, because we were servants in Egypt. All which 
time we could not serve according to our own will and 
pleasure, nor had any rest, or observed a sabbath: and 
therefore God gave us this special precept of resting and 
cessation from labours, to join together these two reasons, 
viz. the belief of the beginning of the world, which pre- 
sently suggests to us the being of God ; and then the 
memory of God's benefits unto lis, in giving us rest from 
our intolerable burdens in Egypt," 

Wherefore he blessed the sabbath-day, and hallowed it.] 
In the beginning of the world he blessed the seventh day, 
(Gen. ii. 3.) and now particularly chose this seventh day* 
for a sabbath; which he ordered them to observe in me- 
mory of their coming out of Egypt on that day; as I ob- 
served, xvi. 5. 23. By which he preserved in their minds 
that singular benefit which he had bestowed upon them : 
" and most manifestly (saith Maimonides in another place, 
par. iii. cap. 43.) procured great ease to all sorts of men, 
by freeing a seventh part of their lives from wearisome la- 
bour ; which hath another blessing in conjunction with it, 
that it perpetually preserved and confirmed that most pre- 
cious history and doctrine concerning the creation of the 
world." 

Ver. 12. Honour thy father and thy mother.] In another 
place they arc commanded to fear them, (Lev. xix. 3.) and 
as here the father is put before the mother, so there the mo- 
ther is put before the father ; to shew (as Maimonides takeg 
it, in his treatise called Memarim, cap. 6.) that we ought 
not to make any difference between them ; but they are both 
equally to be honoured and reverenced. Which is a duty of 
such great. concernment, that wo are taught, by the placing 
of this commandment immediately after those which pecu* 
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liarly relate to God's worship, that, next to his Majesty, 
pur parents aro to be honoured, with that reverence, love, 
obedience, and maintenance, which arc due to them. And 
therefore notorious disobedience to thcin is threatened with 
death, as well as apostacy from God. Wherein this honour 
or fear doth consist, is taught in all books of religion : and 
Mr. Scldcn hath named a great many things wherein the 
Jews place it, as the learned reader may see, (lib. ii. de 
Synedr. cap. 13. p. 558.) 

I shall only add, that this was a law among the heathens, 
mentioned by Salcucus, Charondus, and others, in these 
words, tcl tIkvcl rovg yovug Tifiarwaav, let children honour 
their parents. And thus Ulpian expresses it, " Filio sem- 
per honesta ct sancta persona patris videri debet." And 
afterward, " Filium patrem et .matron, venerari oportct." 
With much more that Hen. Stephanus hath collected, in his 
Pontes ct Hivi Juris Civilis. ' 

That thy days may be long in the land, &c.] As disobe- 
dience to parents is, by the law of Moses, threatened to be 
punished with death; so, on the contrary, long life (which 
is the greatest worldly blessing) is promised to the obedi- 
ent; and that in their own country, which God had pecu- 
liarly enriched with abundance of his blessings. Heathens 
also gave the very same encouragement, saying, that such 
children should be dear to the gods, both living and dead., 
So Euripides. 

*0<mg St rove reicovrag lv |3iq> aifiu, 
"OS' 1<tt\ koI Z>~ov ical Savijjv Stotg fiXog. 

And this famous Senarius, mentioned by the same Hen. 

Stephanus, with many other notable passages. 

'Itcavtog j3((io-f(c YnpojSoo-Kwv roue yovug. 
Thou shalt live long (or, as long as thou canst desire) if thou 
nourish thy ancient parents. Whence, children are called 
by Xenophon, and others, TqpofioaKoi. 
. Vcr. 13. Thou shalt not kill."] After the. command about 
the respect duc : to parents, naturally follows the regard we 
ought to have to all other men who spring from them. And 
the greatest injury we can do another is to take away his 
life; whereby he is deprived of all the enjoyments of this 
world, and human society itself is also wounded, which 
cannot subsist if its innocent members cannot be safe. 
Innocent, I. say, for this commandment doth not hinder 
men from defending themselves from violence, (xxii. 2.) nor 
forbid magistrates to punish those with death who commit 
crimes worthy of it; for this is to preserve the lives of 
other men, (xxii. 18—20.) 

Vcr. 14. Thou shalt not commit adultery.']. Next to a 
man's self, his wife is nearer to him than any other person ; 
they t\yo being one flesh. Which makes the injury done to 
him in her person a breach of human society next to mur- 
der. Nay, the LXX. place this commandment before the 
other, Thou shalt not kill : virtuous women valuing their 
chastity more than their lives; and the crimes to .which 
mere pleasure tempts men being more grievous, in the opi- 
nion of the great philosopher, than those to which they arc 
stimulated by anger. Whoredom is also forbidden in the 
law of Moses, and incest; as wounding any man is, as well 
as murder: but in these ten words, which arc a short 
abridgment of their duty, it was sufficient only to mention 
the principal things of every kind which were hateful to 
God and injurious to men. 



Vcr. 15. Tliou shalt not steal.] This was to injure men 
in their goods and possessions i cither by open rapine, or 
by craft and cheating; against which God intended to se- 
cure them by this precept. Several sorts of this sin aro 
afterwards mentioned in particular laws. 

Vcr. 16. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbour.] As our neighbour is not to be injured by us in 
deeds, so not in words, by giving a false testimony against 
him before a judge, which is the chief sin of this kind. This 
is both an injury to our neighbour, and an affront to God; 
in whose place the judge is, whom we go about to deceive. 

Large commentaries on these commandments arc not to 
be. expected ; which may be found in many authors com- 
monly known. 

Ver. 17. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, &c] 
Here is forbidden so much as the designing any mischief 
to others in any of the things forcmentioned. For as all 
injuries in word or deed arc prohibited in the four preceding 
commandments ; so in this he prohibits those which are 
only in the heart or counsels of men, but never come to 
light. And in the enumeration of the things they were not 
to covet, he begins first with that which was last men- 
tioned, and so backward to the other. For he saith, Thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, by designing to bear 
false witness, or to commit theft. And then follows, thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbours wife, by intending to abuse 
her, if. opportunity served ; nor his man-servant, nor his 
maid-servant, &c. which are his principal goods. He saith 
nothing of thirsting after his life, which is supposed to be 
unlawful, because less than that is forbidden. 

Menander hath something like this : 

MijSc fit\6vt}g tvafifi lir&vfirjg Uafi^tXe, 
r O yap Gtog jBA&ra at irX^atov irapdjv. 

Do not so much as covet the thread of a needle, for God 
sees thee, being intimately present with thee. (Sec more in 
Grotius's Prolegomena in Excerpta ex Stobceo.) 

Ver. 38. And all the people saw the thunderings, &c] 
Seeing being the principal sense, it is frequently put for the 
rest : and this passage may be translated, they sensibly per- 
ceived, &c. (Sec Gen. xlii. 1. and Drusius's Qurcstioncs 
Hcbr. lib. i. cap. 10.) 

The thunderings and the lightnings.] Sec xix. 16. 

And the noise of the trumpet.] Which ceased, while God 
spake the ten words to them; but now began again, toge- 
ther with thunders and lightnings, when they were ended. 
For as they were introduced in a most majestic manner, to 
raise their attention, and strike an awe into them; so they 
were closed, that they might be the more sensible of the 
drcadfulness of that Majesty who spake to them; and that 
they might have a greater reverence to his law. 

They removed, andstoodafar off.] They were at the bot- 
tom of the mount while God spake to them; but now 
started back, for fear those flames they saw upon the moun- 
tain, (Dcut. v. 25.) and perhaps flashed from thence in a 
terrible manner, should devour them. How far they re- 
moved we know not; some think to the place where they 
were encamped before this glorious appearance, out of 
which Moses brought them to meet with God, (xix. 2. 17.) 
• Ver. 19. And they said unto Moses.] By the heads of 
their tribes and their elders, (Dcut. v. 23.) who came from 
the people to Moses while he remained still in his place. 
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For he saith there, they came near unto him, when they 
spake these words ; which signifies they were at some dis- 
tance before. 

Speak thou with ns, and ice will hear, &c] They desire 
that what God had farther to command them, he would be 
pleased to acquaint Moses with it; and they would receive 
it as his own words ; but should die with fear if they heard 
him speak any more with his own voice. This is more 
largely related, Deut.v.24, 25, &c; and accordingly God 
afterward communicated to Moses alone the' rest of his 
laws, both concerning religion and civil government. 

. Ver. 20. And Moses said unto the people.] He bade the 
elders return this answer to the people that sent them. 

Fear not.] Be not afraid of your lives. No hurt shall 
come to you. 

For God is come to prove you.] God intends, by this 
dreadful appearance, to discover unto yourselves and 
others whether you will be such as you pretend, (xix. 8.) 

And that his fear may be before your face.] And that you 
may have an awful sense of him in your mind, by having 
before your eyfcs continually the glory of his majesty, of 
which you were lately sensible, (ver. 18.) 

That you sin not.] Let this be your only fear, not to of- 
fend God by disobeying his commands. 

Ver. 21. And the people stood afar off.] In their tents, 
within their camp. For God commanded him to bid the 
elders, after this discourse, to go to their tents from whence 
they came ; where, I suppose, the rest of the people were, 
(Deut. v. 30.) But he bade Moses stay with him ; and he 
would, as they desired, tell him all the rest of the things 
which he intended to enjoin them, (ver. 31.) 

And Moses drew near unto the thick darkness where God 
was.] Who called him to him again, as he had done before, 
(xix. 20.) There is a curious observation in Pirke Eliezer, 
that the Hebrew word hero is not nogesh, he approached, 
or drew near, as we translate it ; but niggesh, he was drawn, 
near: the angel Gabriel, or Michael (as he fancies), com- 
ing, and taking him by the hand and leading him up to God, 
(cap. 41.) But this signifies rather that he did not go up of 
his own accord, but was called by God to draw near to his 
Divine Majesty. Which he did the next day, upon the se- 
venth day of Sivan: and received, fifty-seven laws (besides 
the ten which God himself delivered), partly civil and partly 
religious; which were explications of the decalogue. 

Ver. 22. And the Lordsaidunto Moses.] When they were 
together in the thick cloud beforementioned. 

This thou shalt say unto the children of Israel.] When 
thou goest down again to them. 

Ye have seen that I have talked with you from heaven.] 
The apprehension of one sense (as Maimonides phrases it, 
More Ncvoch. par. i. cap. 4G.) is usually in Scripture put 
for the apprehension of another. As, see the word of the 
Lord; (J er. ii. 31.) that is, hear it, or mark it diligently. 
Or, the meaning here may be, you saw, i. e. perceived, by 
the thunderings, and lightnings, and all the rest of the to- 
kens of a majestic presence, that it was I who spake from 
above. 

Ver. 23. Ye shall not make with me.] The Hebrew writers 
here make a pause, or full stop, as if it were a complete 
sentence. And the meaning is explained in the Talmud to 
be, Ye shall not make the similitude of the ministers that 
minister before me above, as the sun, the moon,, the stars, 
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or the angels, (Gem. Bab. upon Avoda Zura.) And so 
Maimonides, upon the same subject; it is unlawful to form 
the images of the sun, the moon, the stars, the celestial 
signs, or angels, according to that which is written, Ye shall 
not make with me; i.e. nothing like the ministers that mi- 
nister to me above. (See Selden* lib. ii. de Jurfe N. et G. 
cap. G. p. 198.) But if we join these with the following 
words the sense is the same ; that, as they acknowledged 
no other gods but him, so they should not make any imago 
to represent him. To enforce which, the word make is re- 
peated in the end of the verse, whereby greater efficacy i£ 
added to the command. / 

Gods of silver, or gods of gold, shall ye not make unto 
you.] He gives this caution, lest by the splendour of these 
metals .they should be tempted (being prone to superstition 
and idolatry) to make such kind of representations. For 
by gods are meant images to represent him ; which at the 
first were made very glittering, like the heavenly bodies ; 
but afterward they proceed to worship images of mere 
wood, or stone. 

The coherence of this with the foregoing verses is 
something obscure : unless we observe how this is reported 
in the book of Deuteronomy: where Moses puts them in 
mind, that they u saw no similitude on the day that God 
spake with them in Horeb," (iv. 15.) and therefore ought 
not to " make them a graven image, the similitude of any 
figure," &c. (ver. 16 — 19.) Accordingly the meaning is 
here, "ye have seen that I talked with you from heaven/', 
(r. e. you heard only a voice, but saw no similitude of 
man, or any other creature,) therefore ye shall not represent 
me by any image, though never so rich and glorious. And 
thus Greg. Nyssen seems to have understood it, de Vita 
Mosis, p. ISO God gave Moses many Divine command- 
ments, the chief of which is ?j eva((5eta y teal rb rag wptirovGac 
vTro\ri\p£iQ irepl t/jc Odag (j>v<x£u)c tx uv > piety towards God, 
and to have becoming notions and conceptions of the Divine 
nature, as transcending all visible things, nay, all our 
thoughts, and like to nothing that we know. And therefore 
he bids them, in their conceptions of him, not to look at 
any thing they saw, nor liken' r?)v tov wavrbc virepiczifxivriv 
<pvmv, the nature which transcends the whole universe, to 
any thing that they were acquainted withal. 

There was the greater need of this precept, if the Egyp- 
tian worship in these days was the same with that in other 
times; when Osiris was adored in the form of a golden ox, 
or an ox of wood all gilded over, as Plutarch calls it fioi>$ 
Staxpvaog. 

Ver. 24. An altar of earth shalt thou make unto me.] 
For the better observation of the foregoing commandment, 
he orders that his altars should bo made as, plain and 
simple as might be. Either of sods and turfs of earth 
(which were easily prepared, in most places, whilst they 
stayed in the wilderness), or of rough and unpolished stone 
(if they came into rocky places where no sods were to bo 
got), that so there might be no occasion to grave any image 
upon them. Such altars, Tcrtullian observes, were among 
the ancient Romans in the days of Nuraa: when,- as they 
had no sumptuous temples, nor images, so they had only 
temerariade cespite altaria, altars hastily huddled- up of 
earth without any art, (Apolog. cap. 25.) which Jamblichus 
calls fivfxovc avToax^Sfovc, ex tempore, altars (as we would 
now speak) thrown up. on a sudden. And so Scioppius- 
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pretends he found somo MSS. have it in that place of Ter- 
tullian, not temeraria, but temporaria; altars made only 
for a present use, not to remain after the sacrifice was 
done. Nay, Fortunatus Scacchus will have it that Moses 
here commands them to make the earth tlieir altar; as the 
words may be translated out of the Hebrew: which he thus 
interprets, " Thou shalt mark out a placo upon the bare 
ground, and there offer sacrifice," (Myrothec. ii. Sacr. 
Elceochrys. cap. 5G.) 

And shalt sacrifice thereon thy burnt-offerings, &c] This 
form of worship, as Maimonides himself acknowledges, 
was appointed by God, because it was used in all the 
world. Which moved him, not to abolish it, but to trans- 
late it, from created and imaginary beings, to his own most 
adorable name. Therefore ho commanded us, saith he, to 
make him a sanctuary, (xxv. 8.) and consecrate an altar to 
his name, and offer him sacrifices (for which he alleges this 
very text), and on the contrary prohibits us to do such 
things to any other being, (xxii. 20. xxxiv. 13, 14. More 
Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 32.) 

In all places.'] This shews that the foregoing command- 
ment hath a peculiar respect to the time they were in the 
wilderness (especially till the tabernacle was erected) when 
they were in their travels, removing from place to place, 
and not fixed in any: then these altars were very proper, 
which might be prepared on a sudden, and as suddenly 
thrown down again. 

Where I record my name.'] Or cause jt to be remembered 
.and acknowledged, by some token or symbol (that is) 
whereby he signified that he would ,be worshipped there. 
"Which sense the Chaldee seems to me to have expressed 
most exactly; hi every place tvhere I shall make viy glory 
ft. e. the Schechinah) to dwell, from whence I will bless 
thee: i. e. hear their prayers. This must be the meaning 
here; because the ark, which was the memorial of God's 
presence with them, w r as not yet made. Or else, he means 
the sacrifices and altars beforcmentioned, which Sir. Mode 
thinks may be here pointed at ; because these were rites 
of remembrance whereby the name of God was comme- 
morated and recorded, and his covenant with men testified 
and renewed. (See book ii. p. 453, &c.) And, indeed, 
the word zacar doth most certainly signify, not only to 
remember or record, but to worship and to perform sacred 
offices: so tlie meaning may be, in every place where I ex- 
hibit myself to be worshipped and honoured. 

I will come unto thee, or, meet with thee.] Upon which 
account the tabernacle of the Lord was called Ohel Hoed, 
the tabernacle of meeting. Not because of the people's 
meeting there to worship (as is commonly supposed, when 
we translate those words the tabernacle of the congregation), 
but of God's meeting there with his people, as Mr. Medc 
observes (p. 43G.) from many plain places. of Scripture, 
(Exod. xxix. 42. xxx. 3G. Numb. xvii. 4.) 

And I will bless thee."] Give thee testimonies of my gra- 
cious presence and acceptance. The gentiles believed 
their gods were present where their images were wor- 
shipped. But he promises to be present in all places 
whatsoever, where he would have his name celebrated (i.e. 
where he would be worshipped), though tlieir sacrifices 
Ayerc offered upon the most mean and simple altar. 

Ver. 25. If thou wilt make me an altar of stone, &c] If 
it cannot be made without stones (saith Maimonides, par. 



iii. More Nevoch. cap. 45.) take care that the stones re- 
main in their own natural form, and that they be not po- 
lished, &c. This was to avoid idolatry; for fear they 
should make any figure with the tools they employed, in 
shaping and fashioning the stones, after an artificial man- 
ner: or should reserve'the pieces of stone that were pared 
off for superstitious or magical uses. Just, saith Mai- 
monides, as he forbids planting a grove near his altar, for 
that was to imitate idolaters, (Deut. xvi. 22.) See Deut. 
iv. 15, 1G. which plainly shews this was the reason of this 
command. 

In short, these altars were built like those of turf, on a 
sudden, without any art; only by piling stones one upon 
another. Such an altar David built upon a special occa- 
sion, (2 Sam. xxiv. 25.) and after him Elijah, (1 Kings 
xviii. 31, 32.) and Fortunatus Scacchus makes it probable 
that it was such an one which Ezra built, at their return 
from Babylon to their own country, (iii. 2, 3. Myrothec. ii. 
Sacr.Eloeochrys. cap. 59.) where he represents the form of 
such an altar among the heathen, out of an ancient monu- 
ment, (p. 5S5.) And there is little doubt, I think, that the 
altars built by the patriarchs were of this sort; particu- 
larly that which Abraham erected whereon to offer his son 
Isaac, (Gen. xxii. 9.) for it was raised so suddenly that 
no art could be employed about it. 

I omit other reasons which the Jews allege for this law., 
for they seem to me to be fanciful. And shall rather ob- 
serve, that Plato in his Laws ordered all things belonging 
to the service of God should be very simple and plain, 
without any cost or ornament: and therefore forbids gold, 
silver, or ivory, because they were things too invidious 
(InfyZovov KTTiixa), and brass and iron he would not have 
used, because they were iroXifiwv Spyava, the instruments of 
wars: but one single piece of wood or stone should servo 
for an image, and that made in a day's time, (lib. xii. de 
Lcgibus, p. 955, 95G. edit. Serran.) 

It seems difficult also to reconcile these two verses with 
God's own ordinance, not long after, in the twenty-seventh 
chapter of this book ; where he bids Moses to make him 
an altar neither of earth, .nor of stone, but of shittim-wood, 
covered with brass, for the use of the tabcrnacle,where he re- 
corded his name. But it is to be considered, that these two 
verses speak only of occasional altars (as I may call them) 
which they might have use of, not only before but after the 
tabernacle was erected. These God doth not forbid, when 
there was a special reason for them; but he intending 
there should be no stated altar, but that at the tabernacle, 
he would have these made of unpolished stones, laid ono 
upon another, that they might be thrown* down as soon as 
raised; and that they might not draw people from the ta- 
bernacle, nor administer occasion of idolatry, by an arti- 
ficial workmanship and imagery. Now that there were 
such altars raised upon certain great occasipns, but not to 
continue, appears from the sacred history. For (xxiv. 4.) 
Moses built one at the foot of Mount Sinai, by God's com- 
mand it is likely, and of this fashion. And he gave order 
for building one of stone after they came to Canaan, (Deut. 
xxvii. 1 — 3.) which Joshua performed, according to this 
rule, as is expressly said Josh. viii. 30, 31. Of thfs sort 
were those of Gideon and Manoah, (Judg. vi. 24. 26. xiii. 
19.) And we read of altars built by Samuel, (1 Sam. vii. 
17.) and by Saul, (xiv. 35.) and David, as was before ob- 
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served, (2 Sam. xxiv. 25.) and Solomon, (1 Kings iii. 2. 
34.) besides the altar which was in the tabernacle and the 
temple. 

Ver. 26. Thou slialt not go up by steps unto my attar.'] 
This was most suitable to the state of travellers, to have 
their altars low, not lofty. Besides, he would not have 
them imitate the gentiles, who sacrificed in high places; 
imagining their sacrifices were most acceptable when they 
were nearest to heaven. Whence the Egyptians, living in 
a flat country wherein were no mountains, built altars of 
a very great height, which could not be well done by sods 
of earth, or stones loosely laid together. Nor would God 
have it done, when he ordered Moses to make an altar of 
brass and wood at the tabernacle ; which it is evident was 
go low, that a man might stand and minister there without 
being raised from the earth : for it was but three cubits 
high, (xxvii. 1.) which is less by one cubit than the ordi- 
nary stature of men. 

Not go up by steps.] There were steps in the temple 
built by Solomon unto the brazen altar, which was ten cu- 
bits high: and Ezekiel expressly mentions them in the de- 
scription of his temple, (xliii. 17.) which seeming to disagree 
with this command, interpreters are much concerned to re- 
concile them. And the forenamed Fortun. Scacchus, cap. 
03. contends earnestly that no altar was higher than three 
cubits; and therefore those steps mentioned by Ezekiel did 
not belong to the altar, but to the basis or ground-work 
(as we speak) upon which it stood* But this is said with- 
out good ground, for we read expressly that Solompn's 
altar. wj\s ten cubits high, (2 Chron. iv. 1.) at which there:- 
fpre the priest could not minister, wifhout some steps, where- 
by he ascended, so high, as to be able to lay on the wood 
and the sacrifice upon it, &c. By steps therefore (to omit 
other conjectures) I understand many steps (which are here 
forbidden), such a,s the gentiles had to go up to their Ba- 
moth, or high places; as we see by one of the pyramids in 
Egypt, and the high tower at Mexico ; to which they as- 
cended by a hundred and eighty steps. But a very few 
served for Solomon's altar; and they were so contrived 
also, as, the Hebrew writers tell us, that there was no 
danger of that which God intended hereby to prevent in 
the words following. 

Tliat thy nakedness be not discovered thereon.'] The He- 
brews say it was a kind of causeway, or bridge, whereby 
they went up to the altar; which rose by little and little, till 
they came to the place where they were to stand. (See 
L'Empereur upon the Codex Middoth, cap. 3. sect. 3.) Or 
else the steps were so broad and so little distant one from 
another, and the ascent thereby made so easy and equal, 
that there was no need of lifting up their legs high, and 
therefore no danger of discovering the lower parts of the 
body (their thighs, buttocks, and secret parts), which might 
have been seen by those below (bad they ascended by 
many large and high steps) under such loose garments as 
were worn in those countries; and thereby the priests 
might have been exposed to contempt, and the people 
moved to laughter, or had bad thoughts excited in them. 
In short, the meaning is, they should not go up many steps, 
far distant one from another, so that one must have taken 
large strides to ascend them. 

The Jews say, particularly Maimonides, (par. iii. More 
Nevoch. cap. 45.) that the worshippers .of BaaHfeor were 



wont to discover their nakedness, that is, their secret parts, 
before him. Which he takes to be the reason of this com- 
mand; lest any such thing should happen in God's pre- 
sence: and this was the reason also of another law, that 
the priests should have breeches made for them, which 
none of the people wore, in those times, but thq priests 
alone ; and that only when they ministered. The Gemara 
Hierosolym. upon the story of Balaam, gives a long ac- 
count of this impure worship, as L'Empereur observes 
upon Codex Middoth, cap. 3. sect. 4. But there is no 
proof of this from any ancient author ; and the Babylonian 
Gemara gives a different account of the worship of Peor; 
which looks as if the Jews studied how to make it ridicu- 
lous, as well as filthy. But if there were any solid ground 
for it, it would afford the clearest explication of this place. 



CHAR XXL 

Ver. 1. J\0W these are the judgments thou shatt set be- 
fore them.] By judgments are meant such political laws 
which God thought fit to give for the determination of dif- 
ferences among the people; and that they might be justly 
and peaceably governed. Which, though they were not 
spoken with such pomp and majesty as the ten command- 
ments were (and much less were the ceremonial precepts 
delivered with such solemnity), yet the Israelites believed 
that they came from the same authority, though spoken to 
Moses in the mount privately, and not in the audience of 
all the people ; as appears by their submission to these, no 
less than to the other laws. And there. was great reason 
for it; Jt being their own desire not to hear God's vpice 
any more; but to be instructed by Moses what God re- 
quired, and they promised to obey it, (xx. 19.) 

Ver. 2. Jf thou buy a Hebrew servant, &c] Or a. .slave. 
Some persons sold themselves by reason of poverty: of 
which sort the Hebrews understand thatlaw,(Lev.xxv.39.) 
Others were sold by the court of judgment; which was in 
case of a theft they had committed; for which, not being 
able to make satisfaction unto him that had received the 
damage, they were condemned to be his servants. Of these 
they interpret this place, and Dcutxv. 12. But this sale, 
they say, did not extend to both sexes; for a woman was 
not to be sold for theft. 

In the seventh year he shall go out free for nothing.] If 
the damage was so great, that his six years' service had not 
satisfied for it, yet he was not to be kept longer. And his 
servitude also might end sooner, by manumission, or re- 
demption, or the death of his master, if he were a gentile 
or a proselyte. Nay, if he were a Hebrew, his death 
put an end to it, in case he left no son. And his master 
also was bound to maintain his wife and children (if he 
had any), all this time giving them food, raiment, and a 
dwelling, though they were not to be his servants. (See 
Mr. Selden lib. vi. de Jure N. et G. cap. 7.) 

It is remarkable, that he sets this law in the first place, 
because mercy, next to piety, is the most excellent virtue : 
and God would have his people, saith R, Levi Barzelonita, 
adorned with and full of the noblest qualities, which arc 
benignity and mercy. 

This year of release also being a sacred year; the whole 
land being holy to the Lord, so that no man might chal- 
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Iengc any right or propriety in it, to sow his field, or reap 
that which- grew of itself, &c. it- was sacrilege for any 
master to keep a servant from his freedom, when the year 
came which was the Lord's release, as wo read expressly 
Lev. xxv. and Deut. xv. Whence it was, that, because 
the Jews were so profane as to break this law, and not give 
their servants liberty (as Ave read in. the thirty-fourth of 
Jeremiah), God punished them with a captivity of seventy 
years, in which the land lay waste, till it had fulfilled the 
years of rest which they would not observe; as Mr. Mede 
hath truly noted, Discourse xxvi. latter end, * 

Ver. 3. Jf he come in by himself, &c] That is, a single 
man without a wife ; so he was to depart. But if he was 
a married man when ho was sold ; as the master was not 
to let his wife and children want food, and raiment, and 
habitation, while he continued his slave ; so, when he was 
free, he was not to meddle with them, or detain them from 
their father and husband, (Lev. xxv. 41.) 

Ver. 4. Jf his master have given him a wife.'] Unto such 
a servant as this, who was sold by the court of judgment, 
his master might give a gentile maid to wife (and no other 
Hebrew, but such as he, might marry a gentile), that he 
might beget children of her, who were to be the master's 
servants or. slaves for ever. The Hebrew doctors say, the 
master could not do this, unless such a servant had a law- 
ful wife and children before of his own, who were not to 
be kept from him; but he might beget children for himself, 
as well as for his master ; who could not impose upon 
him more than one maid-servant to be his wife. He 
that sold himself also was not subject to this law. But 
as his master could not impose a wife of this sort upon 
him; so neither was ho bound, when the servant went 
free, to bestow any gift upon him: which was due only 
to him that was sold by the court for theft, (Dcut. xv. 
12.) to whom the ancient Jews say he was to give thirty 
shekels. 

And she have born him sons or daughters.] During his 
service. 

The wife and children shall be his master's, &c] For the 
wife was a slave as well as himself when he married her. 
And she was given to wife, merely that he might beget 
slaves of her. Who therefore continued with the master, 
as well as their mother, when the man had his liberty : for 
they were not so much his, as his master's goods; who had 
such a power over them, that he might circumeise them, 
as he did his own children, without their consent. (See 
Selden, lib. vi. dc Jure N. et G. cap. 7. and de Uxorc 
Hebr. lib.i. cap. 6. p. 39.) 

Ver. 5. And if the servant shall plainly say.] In the 
Hebrew the words are saying, shall say; i.e. stand in it 
(as we speak) and steadfastly resolve, by saying it not in a 
fit, but constantly. 

I love my master, my wife, and my children, &c] If his 
love to such a wife and children, who were not properly 
his own, was greater than his love to liberty; which made 
him still desire their company, and choose to stay with his 
master who had been so good to him. 

Ver. G. His master shall bring him to the judges.] That it 
might appear he was not fraudulently or forcibly detained 
against the law, but with his own consent, or rather at his 
desire. 

Jle shall also bring him to the door 9 or the door-post.] 



After the caso had been heard, and the judges had given 
sentence. 

And his master shall bore his ear through with an awl] 
In token that he was now affixed to his house, and might 
not so much as step over the threshold without his leave, 
but be obedient to his will for ever. This is to be under- 
stood only of one that was sold by the court; not of him 
that sold himself. And though the Hebrews take this to 
have been a mark of infamy, set upon a man who chose 
servitude before liberty; yet it being chosen out of love to 
his master, I cannot think that they intended by this act to 
disgrace him : but look upon it only as a solemn addiction 
of him to his master's service ; which w T as done, it is like- 
ly, in the presence of the judges. This custom of boring 
the cars of slaves lasted a long time after this in Syria and 
Arabia, as Bochartus shews out of Juvenal, sat. i. and 
Petronius, (lib. iii. Hierozoic. cap. 6. p. 1.) 

He shall serve him for ever.] Till the year of jubilee, or 
till his master died (for his son was not to detain him 
when his father was dead), unless he would release him, or 
he was redeemed. 

Ver. 7. And if a man sell his daughter to be a maid-ser- 
vant.] Besides the two former sorts of persons sold to be 
his servants, there was a third here mentioned, which is 
thus expounded by the Hebrews: that she was to be a 
virgin under age; that is, less than twelve years old and a 
day. For if she was more than that, it was not lawful for 
him to sell her: and when she came to be of age it put an 
end to her servitude, as well as the year of jubilee did, or 
redemption, or the death of her master. Besides, her fa- 
ther might not sell her, unless he were reduced to extreme 
poverty. If he did, without such necessity, he was forced 
by the court of judgment to redeem her. And she was 
not to be sold neither, unless there was some hope her 
master or his son might take her to wife. 

She shall not go out as the men-servants do.] There were 
other and better conditions for her, than for the servant 
mentioned ver. 3, "4. particularly, her master could not 
marry her to any body but to himself or his son. 

Ver. 8. Jf she phase not her master, who hath betrothed 
her to himself] This shews she was sold to him upon the 
presumption he would take her for his wife; and there was 
, such a previous agreement about this, that there needed no 
other espousals: but if, after this, he changed his mind, 
and did not like her enough to make her his wife ; then 
God ordains as follows : 

Then shall he let her be redeemed.] She was to serve her 
master six years, if she was sold for so long; unless she 
was redeemed (which her master is here required not to re^ 
fuse) or manumitted; or set free by the year of jubilee ; or 
by the death of her master; or (which w r as peculiar in this 
case) the signs of her being ripe for marriage appeared : 
(sec Selden in the place beforcracntioned.) 

To sell her to a strange nation he shall have no ])ower.] 
No man had power to sell a Hebrew servant to one of an- 
other nation: and therefore, by a strange people (as tho 
word is here in the Hebrew) must be meant an Israelite of 
another family, that was not of her kindred, nor had any 
right of redemption. 

Seeing he hath dealt deceitfully ivith her.] Frustrated her 
hope of marrying her. 
Ver. 9. Jf he hath betrothed her to his son.] Which was 
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expected from him, if he did not think* fit to marry her 
himself, he shall deal with Iter after the manner of daugh- 
ters. If the word he relate to the father, the meaning is, 
he shall give her a portion, as if she were his own daugh- 
ter. If it relate to the son, the meaning is, he shall treat 
her like a wife. 

Ver. 10. If he take him another wife, her food, &e.] If 
after the son had married her, he took another wife besides, 
he was still to perform to this all those things that belong 
to a wife, viz. give her food, and raiment, and at certain 
times (which were determined by law in some countries) 
cohabit with her as her husband. From this place the 
Hebrews have made a general rule, that these three tilings 
are owing to all wives from their husbands, viz, alimony, 
clothes, and the conjugal duty. For howsoever the Vulgar 
Latin understands the last word, the Hebrews generally 
take it for that which St. Paul calls due benevolence, 1 Cor." 
vii. 3. (See Selden, do Uxor. Hebr.'lib/iii. cap. 4.) . Now 
what was accounted alimony, and sufficient for clothes, 
he shews cap. v. and what belongs to the other, cap. vi. 
The Hebrew word gonata, which we translate duty of mar- 
riage, properly relates to the stated and determined time 
wherein every thing is to be done; and therefore here sig- 
nifies the use of marriage," certo tempore et mbdo, as Bo- 
chart hath well expounded it, (lib. ii. Canaan, cap. 11.) 
Many indeed will have it derived from py, from which 
comes pyo, a habitation; as if it signified here the coha- 
bitation of a man with his wife. But Aben Ezra rather re- 
fers it to roy, from whence comes ny, time: whence gonat 
signifies the set and appointed time wherein every thing 
is done. And so the Chaldee uses the word goneta, for the 
term prescribed to every thing (as the same "author ob- 
serves), that it may be done in due time and manner. 

Theodoric Hackspan thinks Moses here speaks of the 
father; to whom all the precedent and subsequent acts 
belong, and not to the son. 

Ver. 11. And if he do not these three to her.'] i.e. ^ei- 
ther marry her to himself, nor to his son, nor suffer her to 
be redeemed. 

Then she shall go out free without money.'] When she 
came of age, and was ripe for marriage, she was to be set 
free, and pay nothing for her freedom: nay, on the con- 
trary, he was to give her something, as appears from Deut. 
xv. 12, VI. 17. What the signs of puberty were, Mr. Sel- 
den shews, Lib. de Successionibus, cap. ix. 

Ver. 12. He that smiteth a man, so that he die.] That is, 
commit wilful murder, as we now speak. 

Shall surely be put to death.] Wheresoever we find this 
word maveth (death) absolutely, without any addition, it 
always signifies strangling. They are the words of R. 
Levi Barzelonita. But the Jewish doctors will not have 
this law extend unto proselytes of the gate, much less to 
gentiles, whom, if any Israelite killed, he was not to suffer 
death for it. (See Mr. Selden, lib. iv.-de Jure N. et G. 
cap. 1.) But Plato, in his Book of Laws, (lib. ix. p. 872.) 
hath determined more justly than these rabbies, that in the 
case of murder the same laws should be for strangers and 
for citizens. 

Ver. 13. And if a man lie not in wait.] Do not design to 
kill another. . 

But God deliver him into his hand.] But he happens, as 
we speak, to kill a man by that action which aimed at 



another end., This the Scripture expresses 'more religi- 
ously, by acknowledging God in every thing that falls out, 
who permits such things as are mentioned, Deut, xix. 5. 
whereby a 1 man is killed, without the intention of him who 
was about such actions. * 

Tlien I will appoint him a place, whither he shall flee.] 
He may flee to one of the places which I will appoint for 
his security. Which place, the Jews say, was the camp 
of the Levites, while they continued in the wilderness: but 
when they came to Canaan, there were cities appointed for 
this purpose, as we read Numb. xxxv. 11, 12. Deut. xix. 
2, 3, Sec' And there being several kinds of involuntary x 
killing men, the Hebrews make these <j>vyadevTvpta, or 
places of refuge, to belong only to one of them, for the rest 
did not" need them, as Mr. Selden shews, (lib. iv. de Jure 
N. et G; cap. 2.) An officer of justice was not bound to 
flee if he- chanced in the execution of his office to kill a 
man that resisted him: nor a master if he killed his scho- 
lar, or a father his son, when he gave him correction. 

Ver. 14. But if a man come presumptuously.] The Vulgar ' 
Latin rightly translates it industriously, or with design to 
kill him; for it is opposed to ignorance. The Hebrew 
word also carries in it a signification of boiling anger; which 
doth not alter the case : for if a man in the height of his 
rage resolved to kill another, and laid wait for him to exe- 
cute his design, it was justly judged to be wilful murder, 
and punished with death. Which was far more equal than 
Plato's law, that such a man should only be banished for 
three years ; as he that on a sudden killed a man- in his 
anger only, for two, (lib. ix. de Legibus/p. 8G7.) 

Upon his neighbour.] The Hebrew doctors by neighbour 
understand only an Israelite, or a proselyte of justice: as 
for others, they were not put to death if an Israelite killed 
one of them. Which was not the intent of this law ; where- 
by God would- have all men that lived among them safe 
and secure from being murdered. 

To slay him with guile.] By which it appeared the act 
was designed and deliberate. For two things are denoted 
by this word tvith guile ; first forethought, and then delay, 
as Isaac Karo observes: (see L'Empereur in Bava kama, 
cap. iii. sect. 6.) 

Thou shalt take him.] If it be inquired who should take 
him, it seems to be determined, Deut. xix. 12. where the 
elders of the city were to fetch away a wilful murderer from ' 
the city of refuge. In aftertimes the king ordered it, as 
Moses did while he lived, (1 Kings i.ult.ii. 29.) By which , 
places it appears, that if a man refused to come from the 
altar (being judged upon proof to be a wilful murderer or 
other high offender), he might be there killed, as Gcorg. 
Ilitterhusius shews, (L. de Jure Asylorum, capi viii.) 
where he observes, out of Plutarch in his Laeonia, that 
Agesilaus declared publicly at the altar of Pallas, where 
he sacrificed an ox, that he thought it lawful to kill one 
that treacherously assaulted him, even at the altar/ And 
thus the practice was among Christians (as he there shews) 
when their temples became sanctuaries to malefactors. 

From my altar.] This was an asylum, as well as the cities 
of refuge; but under many limitations, both with respect 
to the part of the altar, and to the persons that fled thither, 
and to the crime they had committed ; as Mr. Selden shews 
in the place aboverflentioned, (p. 475.) 

That he may die.] Though he was the high-priest, and in 
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the act of sacrifice, Re was to be taken away without delay 
if he had committed wilful murder; if it was involuntarily, 
then ho was to be taken from thence and carried to the 
city of refuge ; for God would not have a pious place (as 
Conradus Pcllicanus glosses) be a protection to impiety. 
(See Mr. Seldcn, lib. iii. de Synedr. cap. 8. p. 100.) 

Maimonides's observation is pertinent enough upon this 
occasion ; " That the mercy which is shewn to wicked men 
is no better than tyranny and cruelty to tba rest of God's 
creatures : and therefore, though such persons sought to 
God for his patronage, by betaking themselves to that 
which was dedicated to his name, he would not afford them 
any protection ; but commanded them to bo delivered up 
to justice/' (More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 39.) 

Ver. 15. And he that sfniteth his father or mother.] So as 
to wound them, and to make the blood come; or to leave 
a mark of the stroke, by making the flesh black and blue, 
as we speak, (Sclden, lib. ii. de Syriedr. cap. 13. p. 556.) 

Shall be surely put to death.'] Strangled (say the He- 
brews, see ver. 12.) by the sentence of the judge, there 
being competent witnesses of the fact, as in other cases. 
The giving them saucy words, or making mouths at them, 
which signified contempt, was punished also with whipping. 
There was no need to say any thing of killing them : for all 
wilful murder was punished with death. And Solon, it is 
commonly noted, made no law about this ; because it was 
not to be supposed any man would be so wicked. Nor 
was this crime known among the Persians, as Herodotus 
saith, in his days. * Nor do we find any mention of it in 
the law of the twelve tables. But in aftertimes there were 
most severe punishments enacted against parricide, which 
are described at large by Modestinus. And Diodorus Si- 
culus tells us of the like among the Egyptians. (See Hen. 
Stephanus in his Fontes et Rivi Juris Civilis, p. 18.) 
Plato would have him that killed either father or mother, 
brethren or children, not only to be put to death, but to be 
disgraced' after his execution, by throwing his dead body 
naked into a common place without the city, where all the 
magistrates, in the name of the people, should every one 
of them throw a stone at his head, and then carrying him 
out of the coasts leave him without burial, (lib. ix. de Le- 
gibus, p. 873.) 

Ver. 16. He that stealeth a man.] By a man the He- 
brews understand an Israelite; whether he was a freeman, 
or but a servant ; as Mr. Selden observes, (lib. vi. de Jure 
N. ct G. cap. 2.) 

And selleth him.] No Israelite would buy him, and there- 
fore such plagiaries sold him to men of other nations, 
which made the crime to be punished with death; because 
it was a cruel thing, not only to take away his liberty, but 
make him a slave to strangers. 

Or if he be found in his hand.] Though ho had not ac- 
tually sold him; yet his intention was sufficiently known 
by his stealing him. 

Shall be surely put to death.] I observed abovo, ver. 12. 
they interpret this phrase every where to signify strangling. 
If it be said any where his blood shall be upon him, it sig- 
nifies stoning. Maimonides makes this the reason why 
such a man was condemned to die, because it might well 
be thought he intended to kill him, whom he violently car- 
ried away (at least, as I understand it, if ho could not find 
means to sell him), More Nevoch, par. iii, cap. 41. 



Ver. 17. And he that curteth his father, or his mother, 
&c] The Hebrews take this law to concern those who 
cursed their dead parents, no less than those who cursed 
them when they were alive : but not without premonition 
and witnesses, as in other capital crimes : and not unless 
they cursed their parents by some proper name of God, as 
Mr. Selden observes out of the Jewish doctors, (lib. ii. de 
Synedr. cap. 13.) This and the other law (ver. 15.) enact- 
ed death as the punishment of such crimes, because they 
were a sign (saith Maimonides, More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 
j 41.) of a desperate malice and audacious wickedness;; 
being a subversion of that domestic order which is the 
prime part of good government. (See Lev. xx. 9.) And 
thus far the Athenians went in this matter, that by their 
law a son was disinherited who reproached his father. 
And if the father did not prosecute such a son, he himself 
became infamous. So Sopatcr ad Hermogenem ; Tbv v/3pf- 
cavra rbv avrov iraripa firj fitri)(tiv rrjg ovatag,Ka\ rbv vfipiaOlv- 
ra iraripa \xi\ lirt%i6vra t$ iratSi arifiov tlvat. By the same 
law, also, if he struck his father both his hands were to be 
cutofF; as we read in Heraclides Ponticus, in Allegor. 
Homer, and in Quinctilian, Declam. 372. "Qui patrem pul- 
saverit, manus ei incidantur." And by another law he was 
to be stoned to death, as the author of Problemata Rhetor, 
tells US : Nojuoc EfclAevae rbv rvipavra avrov rbv iraripa A/0oj3o- 
Afj<r<u, and that without any formal process against him, 
wo rov Stjfiov aKpirwg. 

Ver. 18. And if men strive together.] Fall out and 
quarrel. 

And one smite another.'] So that from words they pro- 
ceed to blows. 

Wit k a stone, &c.j Men usually in their anger take up 
any thing that is next at hand to throw at him against 
whom they are' enraged; or, finding nothing, smite them 
with their fists. 

And he die not, but keepeth his bed.] Sometimes the blow 
falls in such a place that sudden death follows: or such 
a wound or bruise is given as confines a man to his bed. 

Ver. 19. If he rise again, and walk abroad, &c] If a 
man recovered so far as to get up and walk abroad, after 
the stroke, it was presumed (though he died not long after) 
it was by his negligence, or something else, not of the blow 
he received. And upon the hearing of the cause, the judges 
were to acquit the man that gave the blow ; i. e. he was 
not to die for it. 

Only.] The Hebrew particle rak signifies but, or truly, 
as well as only: and here expresses, that the man who 
gave the blow should not escape all punishment, but suffer 
something for the hurt he had done. Yet if we take it to 
signify only, the sense is not much altered; for the mean- 
ing is (as Constant L'Empereur observes in Bava kama, 
cap. viii. sect. 1.) by this word to exclude death, but not 
other punishment in his purse. 

He shall pay for the loss of his time, &c] The Jews say, 
in Bava kama, cap. viii. sect. 1. that satisfaction was to bo 
given him for the loss he had sustained in five tilings : for 
the hurt in his body; the loss of his time; the pain he had 
endured ; the charge of physician and surgeon ; and the 
disgrace : all which they there endeavour to prove out of 
the Scripture. Two of them are plainly here; Tho first 
of which the doctors upon the Misna consider with great 
nicety, as L'Empereur observes upon the forenamed trea- 
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tise ; some men being able to earn more by their labours 
than others; and the disability the stroke brought upon 
them being, more or less, of a larger and shorter continu- 
ance; with respect to all which a proportionable compen- 
sation was made to them. 

And shall cause him to be thoroughly healed.] Here they 
also distinguished between the cure of the wound, bruise, 
or swelling, caused by the stroke, and of any other break- 
ing out that he chanced to have at the same time. He was 
bound to pay for the cure of the former, but not of the lat- 
ter. And if after a man was cured he fell ill again, he that 
struck him was not bound to take care of his cure. 

The same provision is made in the civil law, as I/Empe- 
reur notes, which perfectly agrees with this constitution of 
Moses : " Judex computat mercedes medicis proestitas, 
ceeteraqueimpendia, quae in curatione facta sunt: praeterea 
operas quibus caruit, aut cariturus est ob id, quod inutilis 
factus est." 

According to Plato's laws, he that wounded another in 
his anger, if the wound was curable, was to payrov /3Xaj3ovc 
ttjv §nr\a<jiav, double to the damage the woundedman sustained 
thereby. If it was incurable, he was to pay fourfold; and 
so he was to do likewise if it were curable, but left a re- 
markable scar. If tho wound was given involuntarily, he 
was to pay only simple damages: Tux^c/ap vo/iofltrrj? ovSe!? 
havoc apxztv: for no lawgiver is able to govern chance, (lib. 
ix. de Leg. p. 878, 879.) 

Ver. 20. If a man smite his servant, &c] . A slave ; who 
was not an Israelite, but a gentile. 

He shall surely be punished.] With death, say the Hebrew 
doctors, (in Selden, lib. iv. de Jure N. et G. cap. 1. p.4G3.) 
if the servant died while he was beating him : for that is 
meant by dying under his hand. But it seems more likely 
to me that he was to be punished for his cruelty, as the 
judge who examined this fact thought meet. For his 
smiting with a rod, not with a sword, was a sign he in- 
tended only to correct him, not to kill him. And besides, 
no man could be thought to be willing to lose his own 
goods, as such servants were. 

Ver. 2J. NotwitJistanding, if he continue a day or two.] 
A day and a night, as the Hebrew doctors interpret it. 

lie shall not be punished.] Because it might be presumed 
he did not die of those strokes. 

He is his money.] His death was a loss to his master: 
who therefore might well be judged not to have any inten- 
tion to kill him; and was sufficiently punished by losing 
.the benefit of his service. 

Ver. 22. If men strive, and hurt a woman with child.] 
Who interposed between the contending parties ; or came 
perhaps to help her husband. 

So that her fruit depart from her.] She miscarry. 

And yet no mischief follow.] She do not die, as the He- 
brew doctors expound it. (See Selden, lib. iv. de Jure N. 
ct G. cap. 1. p. 461.) 

He shall be surely punished, according as the woman's 
husband will lay upon him.] Her husband may require a 
compensation, both for the loss of his child, and the hurt 
or grief of his wife. Yet he was not to be judge in his own 
ease; but it was to be brought before the public judges, as 
it here follows. 

And he shall pay as the judges determine.] Who con- 
sidered in their decree what damage wa$ done; which was j 

vol. u 



estimated by the hurt his wife received in her body ; and 
by the lessening of her price, if she were a slave and might 
be sold. Unto which several other mulcts were added, to 
be given to the woman herself, as Mr. Selden observes in 
the place abovenamed. 

Ver. 23. And if any mischief follow.] If the woman did 
die. " 

TJiou shalt give life for life.] In the interpretation of this, 
saith Jarchi, our masters differ. For some by life under- 
stand that which is properly so called, or the person him- 
self: so that it should signify, being put to death : but 
others understand by it, a pecuniary mulct ; that so much 
money should be paid to the heirs, as the person killed 
might have been sold for. The LXX. carry it to quite an- 
other sense; which is, that if a woman miscarry, and the 
child was jut* t^eiKovi(jfiivov, not yet formed and fashioned, 
that the man who occasioned the miscarriage was to pay a 
fine. But if it were formed, then life was to be given for 
life. So that this whole law is to be understood of an abor- 
tion; and according to the condition of the abortive (not 
the life or death of the mother), so the punishment was to 
be inflicted. And thus Philo takes it, and hath alarge dis- 
course upon it. (See Selden, lib. iv. de Jure N. et G. cap. 
1. p. 464. and Constantino I/Empereur in Bavakama, p. 
200, ate.) 

Ver. 24, 25. Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, &q.] These and 
all the rest that follow to the end of the twenty-fifth verse, 
the Hebrews understand to signify pecuniary mulcts ; as 
may be seen in their Comments upon this place. And 
Mairaonides gives three reasons for it, which I/Empereur 
takes notice of, and endeavours to confute in his Annotations 
upon Bava kama, p. 167, &c. 198, &c. But, after all, there 
seems to be a great deal of reason, at least in many cases, 
to admit of a compensation. As in that mentioned by 
Diodorus Siculus, (lib. xii.) where the one-eyed man com- 
plained of this law (which was among the heathen) as too 
rigid ; for if he lost the other eye, he should suffer more 
than the man whom he injured, who had still one eye left. 
Upon such considerations Phavorinus argues against this 
law, which was one of the twelve tables, as not possible to 
be justly executed, according to the very letter of it. For 
the same member of the body is far more valuable to one 
man than it is to another. For instance, the right hand of 
a scribe, or a painter, cannot be so well spared as the right 
hand of a singer. And therefore the law of the twelve 
tables conceruing taliones (like for like), was with this 
exception — Ni cameo pacet: that is, if he who had put 
out a man's eye, or taken away the use of any other mem- 
ber, would not come to an agreement, de talione redimenda 3 
to make him satisfaction, and redeem the punishment he 
was to suffer in the very same kind. So Sex. Caecilius ex- 
pounds it in Aulus Gellius, (lib. xx. cap. 1.) 

Ver. 2G. If a man smite the eye of his servant, or the eye 
of his maid, &c] It is but reason that this should extend to 
all servants, though of another nation, not merely to those 
who were Jews. And so Maimonides seems to allow, when 
he saith, " This is a precept of piety and mercy to poor 
wretches, who should not be any longer afflicted with servi- 
tude when they have lost a member of their body." (More 
Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 41.) And therefore the common re- 
solution of their doctors is very cruel, that gentile servants 
(whom they call Canaanites), who were not circumcised, 
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should not have the benefit of this law. For they thus dis- 
tinguish servants of another nation. Some were circum- 
cised and baptized; others still remained gentiles, or were 
only proselytes of the gate. The former kind might be set 
free three ways; by being redeemed by a price paid by 
themselves, or any friend; by manumission; and by virtue 
of this law, upon the loss of any member. For though only 
an eye and a tooth be here mentioned, yet herein are in- 
cluded all the rest of the principal members of the body, 
which, being mutilated, cannot be repaired; which they 
reckon to be four-and-twenty in all. If they did not dis- 
miss such a servant thus maimed, the court of judgment, 
npon an appeal to it, compelled them to give him his li- 
berty with a certificate of it. But the second sort of gen- 
tilo servants could be mado free only by the two first ways, 
having no benefit (according to this doctrine) by this third 
way here mentioned. (See Selden, lib. vi. de Jure N. et G. 
cap. 8.) But heathens themselves were more merciful than 
these doctors; for the civil laws (as I/Empereur observes 
upon Bava kama, cap. 8. sect. 3.) made better provision for 
slaves when they were hardly used. 

- Ver. 27. And if he smite out his man-servant's tooth, &c] 
The loss of a tooth was not so great as that of an eye : yet, 
to prevent cruelty, God ordained a master should lose the 
service of his slave for so small a loss as this. 

Ver. 28. If an ox gore a man, or a woman, that they die, 
then the ox shall be surely stoned.~] This was not a punish- 
ment to the ox, as the Sadducees, saith Maimonides, 
cavil against us, but to his owner; who was admonished 
hereby to look better after his cattle*: for which reason 
•also the ox was not to be eaten. (More Nevoch. par. iii. 
cap. 40;) 

And his flesh shall not he eaten.'] Because God would have 
the 'owner entirely lose all benefit by it, as Maimonides in- 
terprets it. And so Josephus, (lib. iv. Archajol. cap. 8.) 
jnjS' ug Tpo(j>fiv ivyj>r\<rrog, &c. It was not permitted to be so 
much as profitable to him for his nourishment. And the He- 
brew doctors say, that if a man ate so much as the bigness 
of an olive of this flesh he was to be scourged. By this 
means both he and others were admonished to be more 
careful and cautious: and God also declared how heinous 
the crime of murder is; the punishment of which, in some 
sort, reached even unto beasts: which were therefore also 
stoned, when they had killed a man, that no more might be 
in danger of their lives by them. Some think its flesh there- 
fore could not be eaten, because, being stoned, it was a 
carcase whose blood was in it. But Maimonides answers 
to this in his treatise of Forbidden Meats, that the scope 
of the law is, that as soon as the sentence for its being 
stoned was pronounced it became unclean. Nay, if a man, 
.to prevent this sentence, killed it after a legal manner, no 
man might eat a bit of it. And when it was stoned, the 
flesh was neither sold, nor given to the gentiles, nor to the 
dogs, &c. as Bochart observes, (lib. ii. Hierozoic. par. i. 
cap. 40.) 

The same Maimonides, in his treatise of Pecuniary 
Mulcts, rightly extends this law to other creatures, whether 
beasts or birds, that any man kept; as L'Empereur ob- 
serves upon Bava kama, cap.^4. sect. 5. And Plato, I ob- 
serve, hath the very same law, that edv v7ro%vytov ii Z&ov 
aXXort 0ov«v(T»>iW,&c. if an ox, or any other animal, kill a 
man (except it were in the public combats), the officers 



called 'Aypovofiot, that were set over their fields, were to kill 
it, and throw it out of their territories, ?£w rwv opuv rfjc ^w- 
pac aTTOKTtivavraQ Stopiaat, (lib. ix. dc Legibus, p. 873.) 

But the owner shall be quit.] The loss of his ox w r as all 
his punishment. And if the ox did not kill the man, but 
only wounded him, in that case the owner was obliged to 
make him such a compensation as the judges thought 
equal, and to take care the like happened not again. 

Ver. 29. But if the ox were wont to push in time past, 
and it hath been testified to him, &c] In the former case, 
the owner was only punished with the loss of his ox; it 
being the first time that it had been known to push. But 
if the ox had formerly been known to be so unruly, and he 
had been told of it, and yet did not tako care to prevent 
further mischief, then he, as well as the ox, were to be put 
to death. The Jewish doctors, indeed, have softened this 
by divers exceptions : as, first, they say it w T as to be proved 
that the ox had pushed upon three several days; for 
though it appeared he pushed a great many times in one 
day, it would not make the man liable. And, secondly, it 
was to be testified, not only to the owner, but before the ma- 
gistrate, that he had pushed so often. And, lastly, they 
interpret the last words of this verse (the owner also shall 
be put to death), of punishment by the hand of Heaven: 
that is, they leave him to God. (See Bochart in his 
Hierozoic. par. i. lib. ii. cap.' 40.) But though Abarbinel 
propounds this as the opinion of their wise men, yet he was 
sensible of its absurdity. For he confesses that God doth 
decree th^ sentence of death should be executed upon the 
owner of the. ox: only he thinks that he remits something 
of the strictness of it in the next verse. And there are three 
cases here mentioned relating to this matter: one in the 
foregoing verse, where the ox is ordered to be stoned : 
another in this, where the owner is also made liable to be 
put to death : and a third in the next verse, where a pecu- 
niary mulct is only set upon him. 

Ver. 30. If there be laid upon him a sum of money, then 
he shall give it for the ransom of his life.] By this it appears 
there might be a case wherein the owner of the ox should 
not be put to death, but only be fined, though the ox had 
been wont to push, and he was told of it. And the inter- 
pretation of this and the foregoing law, which is given by 
Constantine L'Empereur, is not unreasonable, upon Bava 
kama, cap. 4. sect. 5. Either the knowledge which the 
owner had of the ill conditions of his ox was certain or 
uncertain ; v and his carelessness in preventing the mischief 
he w r as wont to do was greater or lesser; and the friends 
of him that was killed pressed the strictest justice, or were 
content to remit it. In the former cases (if the knowledge 
was certain, the carelessness very gross, and the friends 
were strict in the prosecution) he was punished with death: 
but if otherwise, he was punished only by setting a fine 
upon him. Certain it is, that the foregoing law might prove 
too rigorous in many cases (as, if the ox pushed, being pro- 
voked; or broke loose when he was tied up; or was let 
go by the negligence of a servant, &c); and therefore God 
permitted the judges to accept of a ransom, as they saw 
cause", which w r as to be paid according as the Sanhedrin 
thought meet. So Jonathan. 

Whatsoever is laid upon him.] He was to submit to the 
fine, whatsoever it was : and it was given to the heirs of 
him that was killed. If a man's wife was killed, the Jews 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. 



XXI.] 



UPON EXODUS. 



259 



say it was given to the heirs of her father's family, and not 
to her husband. 

Ver. 31. Whether he have gored a son, or have gored a 
daughter, &c] Because what was said (ver. 29.) of killing 
a man or a ivoman, might have been restrained to the fa- 
ther or mother of a family, whose loss was greatest, and 
their lives most precious: therefore the same law is here 
extended to the children : yet both Jonathan and Onkelos 
confine it to the children of Israelites; as if all mankind 
besides were nothing worth. (See Bochartus in the place 
abovementioned.) 

Ver. 32. If an ox sltall push a man-servant or a maid- 
servant, &c] Whether the servant was of greater or lesser 
value, saith Maimonides, the punishment was the pay- 
ment of thirty shekels (and the loss of the -ox); half the 
price of a freeman, who was estimated, he saith, at sixty 
shekels, (More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 40.) He adds, in 
another place (in his treatise of Pecuniary Mulcts), that 
the owner was not bound to pay this ransom, unless the 
ox killed the man out of his own ground. For if he was 
killed within the owner's ground, the ox, indeed, was stoned, 
but no ransom was paid. Divers other cases he mentions 
in that book, as I/Empereur observes upon Bava kama, p. 
85. where he takes notice that Solon himself wrote J3\aj3rjc 
T£7y>a7roSa>v vo/iov, a law concerning the mischief done by cat- 
tie, as Plutarch relates in his life. 

Ver. 33, And if a man shall open a pit, &c] In the street, 
or public highway, as Jonathan rightly interprets it For 
if he opened or digged a pit in his own ground, he was not 
concerned in this law, though another man's beast fell 
into it. 

And not cover it.] If he did cover it conveniently, though 
in time the cover grew rotten, and a beast fell into it, he 
was not bound to make it good, as Maimonides resolves 
the case. 

Ver. &4. The owner of the pit shall make it good, &c] 
There were so many cases arose upon this law, that it is 
not easy to number them. Maimonides hath amassed to- 
gether abundance belonging to this matter, with wonderful 
accuracy, as Bochartus observes ; who hath transcribed a 
great many of them, in his Ifierozoic. par. i. lib. ii. cap, 
40. p ? 39J., &c. 

Ver. 35. If one man's ox hurt another's, that he die.] 
Which equally belongs to all other cattle, as Maimonides 
observes ; for the la\v mentions an ox only for example's 
sake. 

They shall sell the live ox, and divide the money, &c] 
Though the ox that was killed was worth as much more 
as the other, yet satisfaction was to be made only out of 
the live ox which did the mischief, as the same Maimo- 
nides observes, who hath several cases upon this law, as 
may be seen in the forenamed book of Bochart's, p. 393. 
But it might so happen, that the ox which was killed was 
of little value, and the live ox worth many pounds: in 
which case it seems so unreasonable, the man whose loss 
was small should be a great gainer by the sale of the ox 
which did the mischief, that the Jewish lawyers resolve 
the meaning of this law is, the man whose ox was killed 
should receive half the damage he had sustained ; as L'Em- 
pcrcur observes upon Bava kama, cap. 1. sect. 4. 

Ver. 3G. Or if it be known that the oxhathused to push, 
&c] There is a great difference between what is done 
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casually, and what is done constantly. The former verse 
speaks, of the hurt done by a beast that was not wont to 
push ; and this, of the hurt done by one that was notori- 
ously mischievous ; and accordingly, greater damages were 
given in this latter case than in the former. And by this 
general rule the Jews regulated all other cases.: making 
those mischiefs that were done by beasts which were wont 
to hurt, or were of a hurtful nature, to be punished above 
as much more, than the mischief done by a creature that 
was not wont to hurt, or with a part of his body which 
uses not to hurt. (See I/Empereur in Bava kama, cap. 2. 
sect. 1.) 



CHAP. XXII. 

Ver. 1. JLF a man shall steal an ox, or a sheep, and.kill it, 
or sell it.] Before the theft was discovered to be done by 
him. 

He shall restore five oxen for an ox, and four sheep for a 
sheep.] There is a smaller satisfaction required. in other 
things, (ver. 9.) and here is also a disproportion observa- 
ble between the stealing of an ox and of a sheep. The 
reason of both was this ; that money, goods, garments, 
jewels, which men keep in their houses within towns and 
cities, are better guarded, and not so easily stolen as cattle in 
the field : and of cattle in the field, an ox was more easy 
to be stolen than a sheep : for sheep feeding in flocks may 
be all in view of the shepherd ; but oxen, feeding scattered 
one from another, are not so easily observed and kept by 
the neatherd. Thus Maimonides, More Nevoch. par. iii. 
cap. 41. But the true reason of the difference between an 
ox and a sheep seems to be, that an ox was of greater 
value, and likewise useful to more purposes in husbandry, 
(as ploughing, carrying in, and treading out the corn, &c.) 
which made the punishment of stealing an ox greater than 
that of stealing a sheep. Yet there was a difference be- 
tween a thief who came and confessed his sin of his own 
accord, and him that stood out till he was apprehended 
and convicted of it: for, in the former case, Moses seems 
to require only the restitution of that which was stolen, 
with the addition of a fifth part of the value, and a sacri- 
fice, (Lev. vi. 4, 5.) All this is far more equal than Plato's 
constitutions, which for all thefts require the same punish- 
ment, which was paying double ; lavrz fxiya lavrz amxpbv 
fcXtirrrr) tiq, uo tig vo/ioc kci<t0w, &c. (lib. ix. de Legibus, 
p. 857.) 

Ver. 2. If a man be found breaking up.] Some translate 
it, if a man be found with a digging instrument ; or, it may 
signify any sort of weapon : yet he was to be taken in the 
very act of breaking up or digging. 

And be smitten that he die,&c] The master of the house 
might kill the robber in this case ; because it might well be 
{.bought he intended to kill him rather than lose his booty. 
The law of the twelve tables allowed this, as A. Gcllius 
relates, (lib. xi. cap. 18.) F Duodecim tabulae nocturnum 
furcm quoquo modo, diurnum autcm, si so telo defenderit/ 
intcrfici impune voluerunt." It was one of Plato's laws, 
also, that if a thief entered a man's house in the night he 
might innocently kill him : Nuxxwp <t>wpa tic ohim* dcnoin-a, 
£7rl tcXom] xpr}[xaT(x)v, lav tkwv tcrdvy tic, Ka&apbc tortu, (lib. 

ix. de Legibus> p. 874.) But the Hebrew doctors make 
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some exceptions ; as, if he did not fly ; and if there were 
no witnesses present: for if thero were, then it was like 
theft in the day-lime. (See Grolius, lib. ii. de Jure B. et 
P. cap. i. sect. 12.) 

Ver. 3. If the sun be risen, &c] When they might pos- 
sibly know who he was ; and it might be prosumed he in- 
tended only to steal, not to kill ; then to kill him was to be 
accounted murder. 

He shall be sold for his theft.] For six years. But the 
Hebrew doctors have many mollifications of this law: for 
they say awoman was not to bo sold ; nor a man, but for 
the principal sum. For double, or four or fivefold, he was 
not to*be sold ; but have credit for it, till he was able to 
pay. And he was not to be sold who robbed a Samari- 
tan; nor if he had stolen^ less than he was worth when 
sold, &c. with many other, which so mitigate, that they 
almost abrogate it. But the law of the twelve tables 
thought it reason, a thief should be delivered to him whom 
he robbed to be his slave, as A. Gellius tells us, lib. xx. 
cap. 1. (See Bochart. Hierozoic. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 40.) 
• Ver. 4. Jf it be certainly found in his hand alive, &c] 
There was a great difference between killing, or selling, 
after the stealth ; and having these cattle found alive with 
him. In the former case he was punished four or five- 
fold, (ver. 1.) but in this only double. Because the former 
concealed his theft with more industry, and left less hope 
of discovery and restitution than in the latter, as Bochart 
thero observes. Where he also takes notice of the like 
law at' Athens, mentioned by Demosthenes and by A. Gel- 
lius, (lib. xi. cap. 18.) But the Hebrews here also have 
their exceptions; and mil not have this extended to women, 
children, and servants. 

He shall restore double.] In case he did not confess the 
fact himself, but was otherwise found out. For if he did 
accuse himself, and had neither sold nor killed that which 
he stole, he was not to restore double. He that stole from 
another thief was not bound, as Maimonides thinks, to re- 
store double. But in case a thief killed what he had stolen, 
and after that consecrated it to God, he was obliged not- 
withstanding to restore fourfold: though if he consecrated 
it before he killed or sold it, only to restore double. For 
though the sanctification of a thing, after the sin was com- 
mitted, did not take away the guilt: yet before he aggra- 
vated his fault by killing or selling what he stole, the sanc- 
tification lessened the punishment. (See L'Empercur in 
Bava kama, cap. 7. sect. 1, 2.) 

Ver. 5. If a man shall cause a field or vineyard to be 
eaten.] This our rabbins, saith It. Levi of Barcelona, un- 
derstand concerning the damage done by beasts eating an- 
other man's grass or corn, &e. 

Arid shall put in his. beast.] This they understand of the 
damage that may be done by their feet, in treading down 
the tender grass or corn. 

Of the best of his field, and of the best of his vineyard, 
shall he make restitution.] What is determined in this case, 
the Jews extend to all other: that men should make satis- 
faction for the wrong done to their neighbours in any kind, 
with the best of what they possessed of that kind. So the 
Misna in Bava kama, cap. 1. sect. 1. and Abarbinel on this 
place, damages are paid out of the best. Which made men 
very careful in looking after their beasts, that they did no 
hurt in their neighbours' ground. For which Plato orders 



only such satisfaction to be made as Ac 'Aypovofiot should 
judge meet, (lib. viii. de Lcgibdfe, p. 843.) But the Jews 
were so scrupulous in this matter, that, to prevent the da- 
mage one man might do another, they made a constitution 
that no man should keep goats, or rabbits, or any such- 
like small creatures, near the corn-fields, or vineyards, or 
olive-yards of his neighbour; no, nor in nny parts of the 
land of Israel, (as the Misna hath it in the Bava kama, cap, 
7. sect. 7.) but in Syria, or in the deserts of their own land. 
This the Talmudists carry so far, as to urge it to inept su- 
perstition; as L'Ernpereur observes on that place. 
* Ver. G. If fire break out, &e.] The Hebrew word pro- 
perly imports that which breaks out of itself (as B. Levi 
Barzelonita observes), so that the meaning of this law is, 
that though a man kindle a fire within his own bounds, 
Vid it spread further, to the damage of his neighbour, he 
shall be guilty, though he had no hand in putting the fire to 
the stacks of corn which were burnt by it; because he should 
have looked better after it when ho had kindled it. For 
every man, saith he, is bound to watch the fire that he kin- 
dles, lest it do mischief; it being its nature to break out, 
and catch hold of any thing that is near it. ' And therefore 
Plato ordains (in the place mentioned upon the former 
verse) that tav irvptvwv rqv vkyv fir} &tvXaj3T)£y rwv tov yd- 
rovoc, &c. if a man set fire to any combustible matter, and 
do not takecarehis neighbour receive no harm by it, he shall 
pay such damages as the magistrates judge just. But here 
the Jewish lawyers consider, at what distance the fire was 
kindled ; and resolve, that if there was a fence of four cu- 
bits high, or a public highway, or a river between the fire 
and the field, or stack of corn that was burnt, the man that 
kindled it was free. (See Bava kama, cap. G. sect. 4, 5. 
and L'Empereur in his Annotations there.) 

Ver. 7. If a man shall deliver nnto his neighbour money, 
or stuff to keep, &c] The equity of the law contained in this 
and the following verse, is very well explained by Maimo- 
nides, par. iii. cap. 42. More Nevoch. He that takes a 
neighbour's goods or money to keep for nothing, and hath 
no profit thereby, doth a kindness to his neighbour, and 
therefore is not to bear the loss of them; which must fall 
» upon the owner himself. But he that desires to be the 
keeper of his goods, and receives a benefit by the use of 
them, or is paid for his care, must make them good if they 
be stolen. Or if the owner and the keeper equally partake 
of the profit, they must equally bear the loss. R. Levi 
Barzelonita interprets this place of that which a man takes 
into his custody chinnam (as his word is), gratis, as we 
speak, without any reward for his care in keeping it. 

Ver. 8. Shall be brought to the judges.] The principal 
judges were called Elohim, gods. And there were to be 
three of them at least ; who were to examine upon oath 
(ver. 11.) and endeavour to find out tho truth. (See Selden, 
lib. ii. de Syned. cap. 5. p. 232.) 

To see.] i. e. Find out. 

liliether he have put his hand vnto his neighbour's goods.] 
Or, whether through negligence he suffered them to be 
stolen. In which he was bound to make them good, as 
Maimonides saith, in the place beforementioned ; who will 
have the name of Elohim originally to belong to judges; 
and from thence to be translated to God, the Judge above 
all, (par. ii. cap. 2.) But of this see xx. 2. 

Ver. 9. For all manner of trespass, whether it be for ox, 
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or ass, or sheep.} Though these be only mentioned, yet the 
law reaches to all cattle whatsoever. 

Wliich another challengeth to himself.] There is great 
variety in the translation of these words, as Mr. Selden 
shews; (lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 12.) but, according to ours, 
the meaning is, when a man affirms that he either deposited 
such things with his neighbour, or lent them to him, or that 
he took them, (as R. Levi Barzelonita interprets it; Prse- 
cept. liv.) both parties were to be brought before the judge ; 
that he might examine where the right lay. 

He shall pay double unto his neighbour.] i. e. He who 
pretended to hav* deposited the goods (suppose) was to 
pay double if he brought an unjust action against his neigh- 
bour ; or he with whom the goods were deposited was to 
pay it, if it appeared he had dealt fraudulently : but if it 
were found that the goods were lost by mere chance, he 
was not bound to pay any thing. 

Maimonides explains it thus, according to the opinion of 
the Talmudists (as Mr. Selden observes in the place now 
mentioned); when a man brings an action against another 
about such things as arc here mentioned, and the defendant 
confesses part of the charge, but denies the rest ; he was 
to restore as far as he confessed; but for the other which 
he did not confess, he was to be put upon his oath. Or, if 
he denied the whole, and he that brought the action had but 
one witness against him, he was to purge himself by an 
oath ; for, by the law) no man was compelled to clear him- 
self by an oath but in three cases, of which this was one, 
when a man was guilty by one witness. 

Ver. 10. If a man deliver unto Ms neighbour an ass, or 
an ox, or a sheep, or any beast to keep, &c] If he lend any 
of these things to his neighbour, upon certain considera- 
tions, or let them for hire; and his neighbour affirms that 
they died, or were hurt, or driven away by enemies who 
carried them captive ; but there was no witness of any of 
these allegations; then the cause was to be brought before 
the judge to find out the truth, in the manner following: 

Ver. 11. Then shall an oath of the Lord be between them 
both, &c] If there was no other way to discover the truth, 
then he to whom tbcy were delivered, was to purge himself 
by an oath that he had not killed the beast, nor done any 
thing to hurt it; and the owner was to trouble him no fur- 
ther : nor was he bound to make any satisfaction, provided 
he had used these goods according to the agreement be- 
tween them ; for if he had employed them contrary to their 
contract, then he was bound to make them good to the 
owner of whom they w r ere borrowed or hired. If he refused 
to take the oath, he was pronounced guilty ; and restitution 
was ordered to be made out of his goods. But there were 
some temperaments of this law ; for every man was not 
admitted to purge himself by an oath. For instance ; he 
that was of so bad a reputation, that they had a suspicion 
he would not stick to perjure himself, was not admitted to 
be abjured ; no, though he that brought the action required 
it, &c. (See Mr. Selden, lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 12. p. 520.) 

Ver. 12. And if it be stolen from him.] Through his neg- 
ligence who was entrusted with it. 

lie shall make restitution to the owner thereof.] Because 
he was bound to have looked better after it; by receiving 
wages for his care and pains in keeping it (as some inter- 
pret), or engaging to make it good, if he did not take the 
same care of it as if it had been his own. 



Ver. 13. If it were torn in pieces, then let him bring it 
for witness, &c] If he could produce any part of it, as an 
evidence that it was torn, and he endeavoured to rescue it, 
he was not to make it good. But here the Hebrew doctors 
make many exceptions: for they would have him make 
good what was torn by one wolf alone ; because they think 
he might have been able to defend the cattle against one, 
though not against many. If, also, he put the oxen or sheep 
into a pasture, wont to be infested with wild beasts or 
thieves ; or, if he did not call in the help of his neighbours, 
&c. in these, and such-like cases, he was to make good that 
wliich was torn, as Maimonides reports their judgment 
(See Bochart. Hierozoic. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 44.) 

Ver. 14. If a man borrow aught of his neighbour, and 
it be hurt or die.] This the Hebrew doctors think concerns 
such things as were lent to another out of kindness, with- 
out any consideration for the use of them. About which, 
if there' arose any controversy, by reason, of some maim 
that it received, or its death, it was to be determined by the 
rule following. 

Tlie owner tJiereof being not with it, he shall surely make 
it good.] These words, and those in the beginning of the 
fifteenth verse (but if the owner be with it, he shall not make 
it good), seem to signify, that if the owner was with the 
thing that was lent, at the time of its hurt or death, it was 
to be presumed he would do his best to preserve it, and see 
it was not ill used, and so must bear the loss : but if he was 
not present at that time, then the contrary was presumed, 
that the borrower was in fault, and therefore bound to 
make it good. Which, though it -may seem bard, was but 
necessary -to make men careful, aud do their best to pre- 
serve what was lent them in pure kindness. R. Levi, of 
Barcelona, (Prascept. lvi.) interprets it quite another way, 
in this manner : that if the owner was with it at the time it 
was borrowed, though not present at the time of its hurt or 
death, the borrower was free ; but if the owner was present 
at the time, of the hurt or death, but not at the time of lend- 
ing, he was bound to make it good. For " the matter (saith 
he) depends upon the beginning of it." 

Ver. 15. If it be a hired thing, it came for his hire.] 
Some make the Hebrew word sachir (which we translate 
hired thing) to relate unto the person ; if he be a mercenary ; 
i. c. the man who lends agrees to let the borrower have it 
at a certain price, &c. But this is the same, in effect, with 
the sense of our translation, which makes this word relate 
to the thing itself: which, if it were borrowed with a con- 
dition to pay so much for the use of it as the lender de- 
manded, then the man who hired it was not bound to make 
it good, whether the owner were present or not, w r hen it 
was hurt, or died. But the owner was to run the hazard, 
because of the hire which he received for the use of the 
thing. 

Ver. 16. If a man entice a maid that is not betrothed, and 
lie with her.] Whosoever lay with such a maid in the city 
was thought to have been an enlicer only (unless witnesses 
came and proved that he forced her), because it might bo 
well supposed her voice would have been heard, if she had 
cried out upon the force in the city. But if he lay with her 
in the field, where nobody could hear, it was presumed to 
be a rape. Thus Maimonides and other Hebrew doctors. 

He shall surely endow her to be Ids wife.'] This law doth 
not say, as the old translation hath it, he shall endow her, 
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and take her to be his wife, but only, endow her to be his 
wife : that is, give her such a dowry that she might be his 
lawful wife. So the same Hebrew doctors understand it; 
who will not have it to be a command that he should marry 
her (though that was best), but only that he should make 
satisfaction for taking away her virginity; which was by 
paying so much, in the nature of a dowry, as would render 
her fit to bo his wife, if both of them could agree. Yet so, 
that if either he, or she, or her father refused (for it was in 
the power of any of these, as they say, to hinder the mar- 
riage), he paid this mulct as the dowry of a virgin to her 
father. (See Seldcn'sUxor. Iiebr. lib. i. cap. 16.) There is 
another law of this nature, (Deut. xxii. 28, 20.) but it 
speaks of a virgin deflowered by force: of which see 
there. 

Ver. 17. If her father utterly refuse to give her xintohimJ] 
Here is meution made only of the father; not of the man 
that deflowered her: who, one would think, should have 
been bound to marry her, if she and her father pleased. 
And SO Josephus, 6 <p$tlpag napSivov, &C. aitTog ya/tufrw. 
But if the father of the damsel did not like to give her to 
him, he was to pay as here is directed. 

He shall pay money according to the dowry of virgins.] 
That is, saith Josephus, fifty shekels, r*}v rifxi)v rye vfipiwg, 
as a satisfaction for her reproach, (lib.iv. Archseol. cap. 8.) 

Ver. 18. Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.] This law 
about witches follows the other about virgins; because 
witches, among other practices, help by evil arts to allure 
and entice silly virgins to consent to men's solicitations, 
Epiphanius reports from one that saw it such a magical 
operation used by a Jew to procure the love of a Christian 
woman, who was preserved from the Svvafnc (papjiaicdas, 
power of his witchcraft, by the seal of Christ (as he calls 
the sign of the cross), wherewith she fortified herself, at the 
first attempt made upon her, (Haeres. xxx. n.7, 8.) But 
such wicked wretches did a world of other mischief, and 
therefore were to be put to death, whether they were men 
or women. The Scripture, indeed, mentions a witch only, 
(saith the Gpmara of the Sanhedrin, cap. 7. n. 10.) because, 
for the most part, they were women w r ho were addicted to 
magic. So Maimonides also, because the greater part of 
evil works are performed by women; therefore the law 
saith, thou shalt not r suffer Mechasshepha, a witch, to live; 
(par. iii. cap. 37, More Nevochim.) Where he discourses 
of the sorts of witchcraft : and in general affirms, that there 
were no magical w r orks performed without respect to the 
stars. For such people held that every plant had its star, 
and so had every animal, and all metals. For example ; 
they said, " Pluck such a leaf, or such an herb, when the 
sun, or any other planet, is in such a place ; let such a me- 
tal be melted under such a constellation, or such a consti- 
tution of the moon ; and then say such and such w r ords, 
and let a fume be made with such herbs or leaves, and that 
in such and such a form, and then this or that will follow. 
This was their doctrine, and such works as these were the 
peculiar worship of the stars, who were delighted, they 
imagine^, with such actions, words, or fumes, and for the 
sake of them would do whatsoever was desired ." 

All this, ho saith, he took out of their books then ex- 
tant; from which he concludes, that the scope of the law 
being, .that all idolatry should be taken out of the world, 
jind that no virtue should be ascribed to any star of doing 



good or hurt to men (which opinion led men to their wor- 
ship), it necessarily followed t 1 at all witches and ivizards 
should be put to death, because, they were idolaters ; though 
after a peculiar and different way from that wherein tho 
vulgar worshipped idols. And he thinks that a witch is 
rather mentioned than a wizard (though both intended), be- 
cause men are naturally more tender towards the female 
sex, and apt to favour them: and, therefore, it is as if Mo- 
ses had said, Thou shall Kill even a woman that is guilty 
of this crime. But afterwards (Lev. xx. 27.) he commands 
both men and women to be stoned. 

Others of the Hebrew doctors (particularly R. Levi Bar- 
zclonita) give this reason why witches were not to live, 
" Because they directly thwarted God most blessed, who 
made all things when he created them for such and such 
purposes; which they perverted, and, by devices of their 
own, made to serve other ends which God never design- 
ed :" (Praicept. lxii.) but this they could not do without 
the help of evil spirits ; and therefore their crime consisted 
in entering into a familiarity and a league with them, whose 
assistance upon such occasions they invoked : which was, 
in effect, a renouncing of God. 

This w T as an impiety which had overspread the whole 
world, especially the eastern parts of it. And as for the 
Komans, w r e find a law, as old as the twelve tables, against 
witchcraft; " apud nos in duodecim tabulis cavetur, ne 
quis alienos fructus excantassit," as we read in Seneca, 
(lib. iv. Nat. Quaest. cap. 7.) where he mentions the like 
law among the Athenians. For the Greeks were extremely 
addicted to. this, especially in Thessaly. Of which none, 
that I have read, spake so plainly as Plato, in his eleventh 
book of Laws, p. 932, 933. where he orders punishments 
not only for those who destroyed others by portions, but 
for those who pretended to be able to revenge themselves 
on others, ij jiayyavz iaiq re rial Kal Innate teal KaTaSlazai Xc- 
yofiivatc, " either by certain enchantments, or by charms, 
or by those spells which are called ties, or knots. Concern- 
ing w f hich, he acknowledges, it is hard to know any thing, 
or to persuade others there is nothing in them. For if a 
man see any w r here, icijpiva juju/j/ttara 7nTr\a<jfi£va, &c. waxen 
resemblances, made and set either at their doors, or in the 
turning of 'the ways, or at the tombs of their ancestors; none 
can prevail with him to neglect these things, because he 
knows not w T hat efficacy is in them." And therefore he 
would have even such people, who used these sorts of 
witchcrafts, to be put to death, if they were professors of 
any sort of knowledge (as Mavr«c xal TtpaToaKoiroi), but if 
they w r ere simple people, he leaves the judges to punish 
them as they found reason. 

Ver. 19. Wliosoever lieth with a beast shall surely be pit 
to death.] This is so infamous a sin, and such a dishonour 
to nature, and the Author of nature (as Conr. Pellicanus 
well glosses), that it was not fit such a person should live 
upon the face of the earth, but die without mercy. See 
Lev. xviii. 23. xx. 15, 16. where this is more largely 
handled. 

Ver. 20. He that sacrificeth unto any god, save unto the 
Lord only, he shall be utterly destroyed.] Sacrifice being 
the principal act of worship in those days, includes in it 
all other acts of worship and Divine service, which they 
were required to pay to the Lord alone (xx. 2, 3, &c); but 
the punishment of doing otherwise was not enacted till 
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now. Of which he treats more largely Deut. xvii. 2, 3, 
&c. See there. 

Ver. 21. lliou shalt neither vex a stranger, nor oppress 
him.] Here are two distinct commands. The first of which 
[not to vex a stranger] the Hebrews will have to consist in 
not upbraiding him with his former state of heathenism, nor 
giving him any opprobrious words: as saying, Remember 
what thou wast; or what thy father did. And this was nei- 
ther to be done to a proselyte of justice, nor to a proselyte 
of the gate, as far as Mr. Selden could judge of their opi- 
nion herein, (lib.ii. de Jure N. et G. cap. 4.) The second 
[not to oppress hhn] consisted in not using him hardly in 
their dealings with him, by making him pay, for instance, 
for any thing more than it was worth. Which, the same 
Mr. Selden (lib. vi. cap. 5. p. G90.) thinks, the Hebrews 
were of opinion belonged only to their usage of proselytes 
of justice, who were perfectly in their communion. But 
this is very unreasonable : for (as R. Levi Barzelonita him- 
self observes), by thus treating any proselyte, they might 
endanger their return to paganism again, out of indigna- 
tion to be so despised ; and much more when they saw 
they were wronged. Which God took care they should 
not be, because they were more helpless than other men, 
and had fewer friends. Which is the reason that this pre- 
cept (as the Jews themselves have computed) is inculcated 
in one-and-twenty places. (See particularly xxiii. 9. Lev. 
xix. 33.) 

For ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.] There could 
not be a more powerful reason to move them to treat stran- 
gers kindly, than the remembrance of their own oppressions 
in Egypt, from which they were delivered by the mere 
mercy of God, which they ought to imitate. 

Ver. 22. Ye shall not afflict any widow, or fatherless 
child.] Give them no trouble either in word or deed, as the 
same R. Levi interprets it (Praecept. lxv.); but in all their 
commerce with them, in buying, selling, or any other inter- 
course, treat them not only civilly, but kindly and* be- 
nignly. And the -reason of the precept, saith he, is the 
same with the former; because widows and orphans have 
few or none to protect them, or plead their cause; and 
therefore the law took care of them, as if their husbands 
and parents were yet alive. * 

Ver. 23. If thou afflict them in any ivise.] By giving them 
ill language, or by insulting over them, or destroying their 
goods : much more if any man smote them, he was liable 
•to the judgment of God, as Nachmanides interprets it. 
• And they cry at all unto me.] A child, saith the same R. 
Levi, cries to his father, and a wife to her husband : but 
the widow and the fatherless cry unto me, and I will hear 
them, for I am merciful. 
■ I will surely hear them.] Punish you for your ill usage of 
them, as it follows in the next verse. 

Ver. 2-1. And my tvrath shall wax hot.] This signifies 
their punishment should be QeiiXarog, sent upon them from 
God; who orders no penalty to be inflicted by their judges, 
because he intended himself to be their avenger, and that 
in a very remarkable manner, by serving them in their 
kind ; as it here follows. 

And I will kill you with the sword, and your wives sltall 
be widows, and your children fatherless.] Here the Hebrew 
doctors cry out, Measure for measure (as R. Levi observes); 
for he threatens that the wives of those that afflicted them 



should be widows, and their children fatherless, and find 
none to take pity upon them, i For with the measure that 
men mete withal, others shall mete to them: " if a woman 
(as he goes on) shall afflict them, she shall die, and her 
husband shall marry another wife, which shall afflict her 
children." 

If thou lend money to any of my people.] That is, to an 
Israelite. 

That is poor by thee.] By a poor man they do not under- 
stand one that goes a begging, but one in such want that 
he is more to be pitied than those who have the confidence 
to beg in the streets. The foundation of this precept (as 
the beforementioned R. Levi observes) was to fix in them 
the great virtue of mercy, kindness, and clemency ; where- 
by poor people being helped, in this way of lending them 
money gratis, might recover again to a better condition, by 
the goodness of God to them. 

Thou shalt not be as an usurer to him.] Neither domineer 
over him, nor make him pray, and entreat, and wait long, 
as if he were a slave ; nor exact any thing for the use of 
the money. 

Neither shalt thou lay upon him usury.] Not make him 
find sureties : or, as some of them interpret it, this is a pre- 
cept requiring all Israelites to have no hand in letting out 
money to usury, either by writing the bonds, or by being a 
witness to them, or by being bound with others for the in- 
terest of money : for the word they observe is in the plural 
number, ye shall not put upon him usury. Which law 
concerning usury is fully handled by Mr. Selden, (lib. vi. de 
Jure N. ct G. cap. 9, 10.) where he shews that some 
usury was forbidden by the law; and other by the decrees 
of their wise men. The law forbade them to contract to re- 
ceive back again any sum of money more than they lent 
But it was further required by their wise rrien, that they 
should not receive any gift beforehand to induce them to 
lend ; nor any thing afterward by way of gratuity, or to ex- 
press their thankfulness. Yet this last was permitted in 
the loan of orphans' money, as Maimonides saith. And 
what was thus forbidden to be clone to an Israelite, was 
permitted to be done to a gentile. Nay, some will have 
that to be an affirmative precept which we read Deut. 
xxiii. 20. obliging them to take usury of a gentile, if they 
lent any money to him. But that Maimonides contradicts. 
And there are those who think this law only forbade them 
to take usury of a poor Israelite, but not of a rich: it be- 
ing unreasonable that he should increase his wealth by 
the use of his neighbour's money, and he have no profit 
thereof. 

Ver. 26. If thou at all take thy neighbour's raiment.] 
His coverlid, as Ave speak, or bed-clothes. For it is plain, 
by what follows, he speaks of that which was to keep him 
from the cold in the night. 

: To pledge.] As a security for the payment of the money 
which he lent him. 

Thou shalt deliver it to him by that the sun goeth down.] 
This shews that he speaks of a poor man; which is more 
fully- declared, Deut. xxiv. 12, 13. . • 

Ver. 27. For that is his covering only, &c] It was contrary 
to humanity, to keep from him the only thing he had. to 
keep him warm in his bed ; for it was in effect to kill him. 

And it shall come to pass, tvhen he crieth unto me, that I 
will hear him.] Punish thee for thy barbarous cruelty, (ver, 
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23.) and besides, the Hebrew doctors say, he was to bo 
beaten, by order of the court of judgment. 

For lam gracioits.] And would havo you like myself, 

Ver. 28. Thou shall no t revile Ihe gods.] i.e. The judges, 
as no doubt it is to be interpreted. (See Mr. Scldcn, lib. ii. 
do Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 13. p. 268.) And the Hebrew 
doctors give this reason for it; because it tends to terrify 
them from doing justice, and exposes them to the contempt 
and hatred of the people ; whom it also inclines to sedi- 
tion. But many of them (see him, cap. i. p. 9.) will have 
another precept contained in this, that they blaspheme not 
tho name of the Most High. Some few also (among whom 
is Philo) fancy it to be a command not to revile the gods 
that other people worship, though they be false ones. And 
so Julian tho apostate took it; who is confuted by St. Cy- 
' ril, as Mr. Selden there observes. 

Nor curse Ihe ruler of thy people.] That is, either tho 
prince of Israel, or the president of the gre&t Sanhedrin. 
So R. Levi Barzelonita, (Preecept. lxxvii.) The intention 
of the Scripture is to admonish us of our duty to him, who 
is the prince of the empire of Israel; with respect both to 
tho dominion of the kingdom, and of the law (as his words 
are), it being a great crime to speak evil of him, by whoso 
care all differences were composed, &c. 

If any man was guilty of this crime, he was to be scourged 
three times : and if he wero tho son of a prince, he had four 
scotirgings. And that very justly; for heathens themselves 
reckoned this among the greatest offences. It was one of 
the laws of Charondas (^s Hen. Stephanus observes in his 
Pontes ctRivi Juris Civilis): t<rro> $2 ixiyiara aducfifxara, Oewv 
KCLTcujipovtjaiG, Kat yoviwv KaKUxng £KOV<ria, kol ap')(6 vr(i}v KC & v ®~ 
fi(ov 6\iya>pia, koI IkoGgios aTtjiia SucaioovvyQ, let these be reckr 
oned the greatest crimes ; contempt of the gods, and volun- 
tary abuse of parents, disrespect to rulers and laws, and 
voluntary dishonour of justice. In like manner Zaleucus 
ordains, that, next after the gods, and demons, and heroes, 
yovetg re Kai vofioi Kat apx ovT£ € <xvveyyv$ uat raiq Tificus, pa- 
rents, and the laws and rulers, should be equally had in ho* 
nour* And Plato thought those that would not be subject 
to them were unsufferable : because they had the spirit of 
the old Titans, who would have pulled the gods out of their 
thrones, rrjv \eyoji(vi}v 7raXaiav Tiravitcriv <f>vaiv ImStiKwai 

not pljlOVVTCU. 

Ver. 29. Thou shalt not delay to offer the: first of thy ripe 
fruit, &c] Tho Hebrews will have this to be a direction 
for the bringing unto God, in due order, those things which 
were to be offered to him. As, first, the trumah; which 
was the first oblation that was made out of the corn, when 
it was newly threshed out: which w T as to be, they say, a 
fiftieth part; which was given to the priest. Then the first 
tithe, which was given to the Lovites ; and the second- 
tithe, which the possessors ate at Jerusalem, when the tar- 
bernacle was settled there. This order, they say, God here 
requires them not to invert, by offering that last which 
should have been first. So R. Levi of Barcelona, (Prae- 
ccpt. Ixxviii.) But, from what follows, it seems to relate 
only to the first-fruits of their harvest, and of their vintago ; 
which they were bound to bring as soon as they were ripe; 
and it was tho portion of the priests. (See Deut. xviii. 4.) 
There was no determinate portion prescribed: but they 
who wero tolerably good (as the Hebrews say) gave a 
fiftieth part; liberal men a fortieth; and covetous men 



a sixtieth; less than which was not accepted for a tru- 
mah. 

The first-born of thy sons slialt thou give me.] The reason 
of this is given chap. xiii. when it was first enacted.. 

Vcr. 30. Likewise shalt thou do with thine oxen, &c] 
See xiii. 2. 12. 15. 

On the eighth day thou shalt give itwe.~\ It was not ac- 
ceptable to God, because not fit to be offered to him, till 
the eighth day ; for tho same reason that children were not 
circumcised till the eighth day. For all creatures, when 
they are newly born, saith Maimonidcs, (par. iii. More 
Nevoch. cap. 49.) by reason of their abundant moisture, 
are so weak and feeble, that it is doubtful whether they 
will live or no : and therefore, till seven days be over, they 
are looked upon as but abortives (so his words are), and 
scarce numbered among'the living. Besides, they are not 
sufficiently purged till then from the foulness of their sto- 
mach and bowels: which is another reason they were not 
to bo offered unto God; who did not accept that which 
was imperfect or impure. Whatsoever was the reason, 
this law was observed also among the gentiles, as Bo- 
chart shews out of Pliny in his Hierozoic. par. i. lib. ii. 
cap. 50. 

Yet there was this difference between these and the 
first-fruits mentioned in the foregoing verse ; that though 
these creatures were fit for sacrifice on the eighth day, yet 
they might stay longer before they were offered, though 
not beyond the year, for then they w r ere not accepted, (as 
was observed before, xii. 5.) but the first-fruits of corn, 
wine, and oil, wero to be offered presently, as soon as they 
were ripe. 

Ver. 31. And ye shall be holy men unto me.] Because the 
Israelites were a peculiar people, separated to God by pe- 
culiar laws and rites by him instituted, (and thence called 
a holy nation, xix. 6.) therefore God commanded them to 
distinguish themselves, even in their diet, from other peo- 
ple; and look upon it as below their dignity to eat such 
things as the gentiles did. This is the meaning of their 
being holy to God, as appears from Deut. xiv. 2, 3. 21. 

Neither shall ye eat any flesh that is torn of beasts in the 
field.] Both because the blood was in it arid it was de- 
voured by unclean creatures. R. Levi, beforementioned, 
saith, it was unwholesome; which he makes the reason of 
the prohibition. But whether it was torn by a wolf, a lion, 
or a bear, or any other beast, it made no difference, if so 
be it died presently, or not long after. So tho Jews inter- 
pret the Hebrew w r ord terephah, as L'Empereur observes 
out of Moses Mikkotsi, (in his notes upon Bava kama, 
cap. 7. sect. 2.) who saith it signifies that which a beast 
tears, or bruises, so that it is near to death, though it be not 
actually dead. For if it w r as dead, they call it rbl) neve- 
lah, a carcass; which in their language signifies not only 
that which dies of itself, but which is killed with a weapon, 
or torn by a wild beast. Accordingly they take terephah 
hero to signify, not only that which is torn by beasts, but 
that which any other way is so hurt that it is near to 
death. As, if it fall from a house, and break its ribs, or 
other members; or an arrow be shot through its heart or 
lungs ; or any disease have affected those vital parts. If 
death were likely to ensue upon such things, it was not to 
be eaten. 

In the field.] Whether it were torn in the field, or any 
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other place, it made no difference : but the field is men- 
tioned, because there commonly such things happen. 

Ye shall cast it to the dogs.] R. Solomon saith they 
might sell it to the gentiles, whom the Jews counted no 
better than dogs. Which agrees with the decree in the 
Misna, (Bava kama, cap. 7. sect. 2.) that though it appear- 
ed afterward a thief had stolen what was torn, yet he was 
to make the legal restitution: contrary to the opinion of 
R. Simeon, who absolved such a thief, because he might 
not eat it, and consequently have no benefit by it. But 
most thought he might sell it; and therefore was liable to 
make satisfaction. If any Israelite did eat of it, he was to 
be scourged. Sir J. Marsham quotes the like precept out 
of Phocilides's verses, which end thus : 

&n?vv a-rb SvotG tdvvrai. 

Let beasts be eaten by beasts. (Chron. Egypt, sect, ix.) 



CHAP. XXIIL 

Vcr. 1. J. HOU shalt not raise a false report.} The He- 
brews think this law peculiarly concerns judges; who are 
not to suffer their minds to be prepossessed with false re- 
ports. For that word we translate raise, signifies also to take 
up, i\ e. to entertain, or receive (as we have it in the margin) 
and give credit to reports. And, consequently, they were 
not to hear any man's cause unless his adversary was pre- 
sent; but to look upon all as false, which was said by one 
party alone without the other. So R. Levi of Barcelona. 
Yet he confesses, that the law hath respect also to him 
who brings an action against another; that he should not 
lay his cause before the judge, in the absence of him that 
is to answer, though the judge would hear it. And he also 
adds, that the rabbins take it to comprehend such as re- 
port a calumny, or that receive it; or givo a false testi- 
mony. And Pliilo thinks the Greeks from thence took 
that law, fiy) fiaprvpuv ajcor>, not to make a proof of a hear- 
say ; which was in the Attic law, as Mr. Selden observes, 
(lib. ii. de Syncdr. cap. 13. p. 57G.) And it seems to me 
most rational to take this to relate to witnesses (as the fol- 
lowing clause doth), that they should neither calumniate 
any man, nor bring ungrounded reports to carry a cause. 

Put riot thy hand with the wicked te be an unrighteous 
witness.'] This the Hebrews likewise think concerns judges; 
who are required not to receive the testimony of a wicked 
man, nor do any thing upon his suggestions. And here 
they mention ten sorts of persons whose testimony was 
not be received. But the last words in this clause incline 
one to think it rather concerns witnesses than judges. 
For to put one's hand with another, is to help and assist 
him; to be confederate with him: and therefore to put the 
hand xuith the ivicked, is to help a w r icked man in a bad 
cause, viz. (as the last words interpret it) by giving a false 
testimony in his behalf. Of the Hebrew word chamas, 
which we rightly render unrighteous, or unjust, Bochartus 
hath a long discourse in his Hierozoic. par. ii. lib. ii. 
cap. 15. 

Ver. 2. Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil.] 
This may well bp thought to respect judges, as the fore- 
going ver.se doth witnesses. And the most obvious mean- 
ing is, that no judge "should condemn an innocent man, 



though the whole court, besides himself, gave sentence 
against him. But many of the Jews say, that they should 
not condemn one, whom they thought guilty, if he was cast 
only by one voice: if there were a majority of two, then, - 
indeed, they say, a judge was bound to join with them. 
See Mr. Selden, lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 5. p. 229: and cap. 
6. p. 259. where he shews they take the word evil in this 
place to signify the evil of punishment. (See also cap. 12. 
p. 525.) But this seems to be only a subtlety. Their 
opinion is more reasonable, who, by the Hebrew word 
rabbim here, understand, not a multitude, but great and po- 
tent men: to whom a judge was not to have respect in 
judgment, no more than to a poor man ; who (ver. 3.) is op- 
posed to those men of might. But what follows I think 
will better interpret this. 

Neither shalt thou speak in a cause to decline after many . 
to wrest jtidgment.] This is interpreted by Maimonides to 
signify, that no judge was to give his sentence in a capital 
cause, either for absolving or condemning, according to the 
opinion of the rest, if he were not able to deliver any opinion 
of his own. (See Mr. Selden, lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 13. 
p. 529.) Other fancies they have about the word rabbim in 
this clause of the verse, which he notes there, cap. 9. p. 421. : 
But the sense I think will be most plain and easy, if we 
take rabbim in the first part of the verse (as we do) for the 
multitude; and in this latter part, for the great and potent, 
or ruling men, who are generally attended by a multitude ; 
and expound the whole thus: that the judges were not to 
be deterred, either by the people or by mighty men, to pro- 
nounce a false judgment. This agrees with what follows, 
and with Ley. xix. 15. 

Vcr. 3. Neither shalt thou countenance a poor man in his* 
cause.] So as to give a wrong judgment in his favour. The 
word we translate countenance (in Hebrew tehedar) signi- 
fies to adorn, or honour: and so we translate it, Lev. xix. 
15. And so it may be translated here, Thou shalt not 
adorn, or set off a poor man's cause, with fine words and 
plausible colours, to make it look better than it is. (See 
Deut. i. 16, 17.) 

Ver. 4. If thou meet thy enemy's ox or ass going astray, 
thou shalt surely bring it back to him again.] The Samaritan 
copy adds (after ox or ass) or any other beast. And 
Moses himself extends it to all sorts of goods that are lost, 
(Deut. xxii. 3.) But the Jewish doctors as (R. Levi of 
Barcelona confesses) restrain the word enemy to an 
Israelite: as if they thought not themselves bound to any 
such kindness for one of another nation. This, perhaps, 
they gathered from Deut. xxii. 1, 2. where, instead of the 
word enemy, we find Moses uses the word brother. But 
this should have taught them, to look upon all men, even 
enemies, as brethren ; having the same common original, 
and bearing the image of the same God. 

This verse may be connected with the foregoing in this 
manner: Jf you be inclined to shew pity, do it in such' in- 
stances as these, but not in judgment. *• 

Ver. 5. Jf thou see the ass of him that hateth thee lying 
under his burden.] His ass is only mentioned, but oxen, 
and other like creatures, are intended ; as appears from the 
former verse. Yet this likewise the hard-hearted Jewish 
doctors would have belong only to an Israelite who hate! 
them. And they put several cases upon this law : as, what 
if the beast be a gentile's, and the burden belong to an 
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Israelite, or on (he contrary; what is to bo done? And if 
they meet with two beasts belonging both to Israelites, 
and labouring under burdens ; but one (he beast of a friend, 
the other of an enemy; which is he bound to help? In 
which they resolve, that he is by this precept to have re- 
gard to the beast of his enemy : that he may subdue.his evil 
affection, which would persuade him otherways. How far 
also the word see extends, is a question among them : that 
is, how far they were to go out of their way to lend their 
help : with such-like niceties, which I shall not trouble the 
reader withal. 

And tvonldest forbear to help him, thou shalt surely help 
with him.] The sense is clear enough: but the construction 
of the words, in the Hebrew, is not so plain. For tho 
word azab, which, we translate help, signifies»to leave or 
forsake: and so the Chaldee here interprets it; Thou shalt 
in that moment dismiss or forsake thy enmity to him, and 
go and help him. And L. de Dieu to the same purpose; 
Rather than leave him tinder his burden, quit thine enmity to 
him, he. A great many other ways there are to make out 
the grammar of the Hebrew words; but Bochart thinks all 
in vain : unless, instead of the particle lo with a van, we 
admit it with an aleph: and then it runs clearly in the 
* Hebrew in this manner, Tliou shalt cease (or abstain) from 
leaving him (i. e. not follow thy own inclinations ,to,pass, 
by him); leaving thou shalt not leave him (i. e. by no means 
leave hira), viz. to raise up his beast himself, as if it no- 
thing concerned thee. Or, Thou shalt abstain from leaving 
it (i. e. (he ass labouring under his burden); I say, thou shalt, 
by 710 means leave it. The same thing is repeated, because. 
it is a command so opposite to men's depraved affections;. 
and therefore was fit to be inculcated, that they might not 
lightly pass it over. (See Hierozoic. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 40. 
p. 39D.) 

Ver. 6. Thou shalt not wrest the judgment of thy poor in 
his cause.] As they might not favour a man because he was 
poor, (ver. 3.) so much less might they wrong him ; or not 
do him right, because he wanted money \o prosecute it. 
There seems to be an emphasis (as Conradus Pcllicanus 
observes) in the word thy poor: importing that they had 
such a relation to them, that they ought to be as much con- 
cerned for them as any other member of their body. 

But the Jews, fancying this to be Sufficiently included in 
the precept beforementioncd, (ver. 3.) understand here by 
the poor, a bad man : who is pauper prceceptomm, non fa- 
cultatum, one that wants virtue, not money. To whom a 
judge might not say he was a wicked fellow, and condemn 
him without any farther examination of his cause: for it 
belongs to God (saith the same R. Levi) to execute judg- 
ment upon the ungodly, and not to the judges. 

Ver. 7. Keep thee far from a false matter.] i. e. From a 
false judgment (for he seems to speak to the judges), and 
neither admit that which is false, nor pronounce it. 

And the innocent and righteous slay thou not.] That is, 
(saith the beforenamed R. Levi Barzcl.) beware carefully, 
lest thou takest away the life of him that may be innocent 
of that whereof he is accused. And therefore, he saith, the 
judges were to condemn no man, but by the testimony of 
two eye-witnesses. And they make this precept as much 
as, thou shalt not judge out of conjectures. Nay, if there 
were two witnesses that did not speak to the same matter, 
he was not to be condemned. As, if ono witness ^aid he 



saw such a man break the sabbath, and another said he 
saw hira commit idolatry; judgment was not to be given 
against him upon this testimony; because Moses saith, 
slay not the innocent. Another example of which is still 
more close, which is mentioned in the T. Sanhcdrin : if one 
said he saw him worship the moon, and another that he saw 
him worship the sun, the man was not to be condemned 
who was thus accused, because the witnesses did not speak 
to the same sort of idolatry. (See Selden, lib. ii. dc Synedr. 
cap. 13. p. 5G7.) By the same reason they were not to ac- 
quit him who was plainly convicted of such impieties. 

For I will not justify the tvicked.] i. e. Such an unjust 
judge. 

Ver. 8. And thou shalt take no gift.] No, not to absolve 
the innocent ; or to condemn the guilty : as it is interpreted 
in Siphri. 

For a gift blindeth the tvise.] Such presents made to a 
judge are apt to cast a mist (as we speak) before his eyes, 
/. e. to corrupt his understanding; though he be otherwise 
perspicacious enough to discern between truth and false- 
hood, good and evil, (I Sam. viii. 3.) The word which we 
translate wise, is in the Hebrew piccehim, open or seeing ; 
concerning which consult Bochart, lib. i. Canaan, cap. 1G. 
p. 470. 

And perverteth the words of the righteous.] By words 
seems to be meant the Sentence of those who might other- 
wise have been inclined to be righteous and upright judges. 

The* Hebrew lawyers say, that not only pecuniary gifts 
are here forbidden, but such words also (I suppose they 
mean promises of reward) as may win the affection : and 
that he who gave the present was guilty, as well as he that 
received it. (See Selden dc Synedriis, lib. ii. cap. 13. p. 
570.) But especially Job. Coch. ad excerpt. Gem. Sanhe- 
drin. cap. i. sect. 10. Annot. 4. where, among other things, 
he gives this ingenious derivation of the Hebrew word 
schochad, which we translate gift (out of the treatise called 
Chctuboth, where it is said to be as much as schechu chad, 
that is, whereby he is one) : for the party who receives the 
gift hath his mind so drawn to the giver, that he becomes 
one and the same with him. And no man is fit to be judge 
in his own cause. Plato thought this so necessary a law, 
that he expressly enacts, (lib. xii. dc Legibus, p. Uu5.) that 
all men who servod their country in any office, should 
?w{)wi' x (0 P^ cWovtTv, perform their duty xvithout gifts. '0 
?e firi 7T£tco/i£i/oc a7rXo>c TtBvarto aXovg t\j Sitcy. He that 
offended against this law was to suffer death. Which was 
the law of the twelve tables among the ancient Romans; 
" Judex qui ob rem dicendam, peenniam accepisse convic- 
tus est, capite punitor:" a judge that is convicted to have 
received money for giving his sentence, let him lose his head. 

Ver. 9. Also thou shalt not oppress a stranger.] This was 
said before, (xxii. 21.) but then it was a precept to all Is- 
rael ; which is here applied peculiarly to judges ; whom he 
would have to deal equally with strangers, and to make no 
difference between them and Israelites, remembering what 
they themselves were not long ago ; and that they found 
by experience it was affliction enough to be strangers. 
That is the meaning of what follows in this verse. 

For ye knoiv the heart of a stranger, seeing ye were 
strangers in the land of Egypt.] Ye have felt what a dis- 
tressed condition that is; how friendless and helpless. 
(See Deut.xxiv.17, 18. xxvii. 19.) 
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Ver. 10. And six years thou shalt sow thy land.] There 
was the same reason for dressing their trees. 

And gather in the fruits thereof J] Together with the fruits 
of their trees. 

Ver. 11. But the seventh year thou shalt let it rest, and 
lie still.] Neither sow, nor reap, nor prune the frees, nor 
gather the fruit. 

TIte poor of thy pedple may eat.] And the Lcvitcs, and 
themselves aJso ; who might take their share, not to lay up 
but for present use ; though not as proprietors, but in com- 
mon with the rest of the country. Whence it was that 
Alexander the Great, allowing them to live by their ancient 
laws, among other things gT*aii ted to ?]38ojuov hog avet&<po- 
pov ttvat, every seventh year should be tribute-free; (Jo'se- 
phus, lib. ix. Archoeol. cap. 8.) For since they received 
nothing, it seemed reasonable to him they should pay 
nothing. 

And tuhat they leave the beast of the field shall eat.] This 
signifies God- sent such vast plenty, when they observed 
his laws, that so much sprung up of itself as would more 
than satisfy men, and afford food to the beast. 

In like mapner thou shalt deal with thy vineyard and 
olive-yard.] Under these two arc comprehended all other 
sorts of fruit trees, as the Hebrews themselves acknowledge, 
who give several reasons for this law. Which was or- 
dained, saith Maimonides, (par. iii. More Nevoch. cap. 39.) 
in compassion to all men in general, that they might have 
some time of breathing and refreshment. But principally, 
say others of them, to be a memorial of the creation of the 
world, and the production of all things by the power of 
God in six days, and his resting on the seventh. Their 
exposing all things in common which that year produced, 
as well as letting the land rest, " put them in remembrance 
(saith R. Levi of Barcelona, Prsecept. lxix.)that God was 
their preserver as well as creator: the earth bringing forth 
fruit every year, not by its own proper strength, or of its 
own accord, but because it hath a Lord upon whom it de- 
pends; who, where he pleases, hath a right to dispose of 
its fruit to a public use." This command also bred in 
them a trust m God and in his providence; and was a 
ciub to covetousness, and taught them mercy also and li- 
berality.* Philo adds, that this was a politic contrivance 
to let the earth rest; partly that it might have time to re- 
cruit its strength, that it might bring forth more plentifully ; 
and partly that the people might grow stronger, and more 
apt for all employments, by so long forbearance or&eir la- 
bours. This Euscbius thought worthy to transcribe out of 
him at large, in his Prsepar. Evang. lib. viii. cap. 9. 

But this precept about the year of rest is more fully 
delivered in Lcvit. xxv. 2, 3, &c. where see what I have 
noted. 

• Ver. 12. Six days thou shalt do thy work, and on the 
seventh day fliou shalt rest.] He would not have them ima- 
gine they should rest less on the sabbath this year than 
in others, because this whole year was a kind of sabbath ; 
but keep it with the usual strictness. Which is the reason, 
perhaps, of the repetition of this precept in this place. 

That thine ox and thine ass may rest, *&c] This shews 
that one great end of instituting the observation of this day 
at Marah (xv. 25. xvi. 23.) was, that men and beasts might 
rest, in remembrance of the rest that God had given them 
from their burdens in Egypt. (See xxxv. 2.) It. Levi Bar- 



zelonita observes, that this precept is repeated in the law 
twelve times. 

Ver. 13. In all things that I have said unto you, be cir- 
cumspect.] Be cautious, lest yon offend in any of the fore- 
named particulars ; but especially in that which follows. 

And make no mention of the names of other gods.] Such 
cautions as these, to prevent idolatry, arc repeated no less 
than forty-four times in the law, as the same R. Levi ob- 
serves. And the meaning of this is, either that they should 
not swear by other gods, or make any vows in their names ; 
nor consequently enter into society with gentiles, as the 
best of the Hebrew writers understand it, and as the Vul- 
gar Latin takes it, or that they should not so much as sim- 
ply name the gods of other nations.' They who are of this 
last opinion differ in their explication of it. For some of 
them say, only the calling them by such names as attribute 
some divinity to them, is the thing forbidden ; not calling 
them by their'proper names of Moloch or Bell, or the like : 
and thus Tertiillian understood it. But there arc others 
who think it unlawful so much as to use any of their names 
in common discourse; though there be no mention of their 
divinity. For Chemosh and Milcom, arid such-like names, 
they say, are not mentioned in Scripture but with detesta- 
tion and reproach (as the abomination of the Moabites or 
Ammonites), and therefore they think it unlawful to say, 
I invite thee on the feast-day of such an idol of the gentiles^ 
or the like. Yet some of those who imagine the simple use 
of their names to be forbidden, except the names of those 
mentioned in Scripture. So Maimonides; the names of 
the idols of the gentiles which are mentioned in Scripture 
it is lawful for us to name ; as Peor, Bell, Nebo, Baal, &c. 
(See Selden, lib. ii. de Jure N. et G. cap. 13. p. 269, &c.) 
They say this precept binds men and women in all places, 
and at all times ; and the punishment for its violation was 
beating. 

Neither shall it be heard out of thy inouth.] i. e. With any 
respect or reverence to them : otherwise, the simple pro- 
nunciation of the name was not unlawful. 

The sabbath being instituted partly to preserve them 
from idolatry, some think the reason why this precept is 
joined to that. 

Ver. 14. Three times shalt thou keep a feast nnto me in 
the year.] viz. At the Passover, Pentecost, and when they 
gathered all the fruits of the earth, and dwelt in tabernacles ; 
as it follows iri the next verses. The first of which was 
plainly instituted, in memory of their coming out of Egypt. 
The second, some think, was in memory of their coming 
into Canaan, (rather of the overthrow of Pharaoh in the 
sea, and giving the law on Mount Sinai.) And the third, 
in memory of their dwelling so long in the wilderness; and 
of the wonders which God did there; as Maimonides ob- 
serves in his More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 43. At these 
three great solemnities three things were to* be done : first, 
they were to make a feast : secondly, to appear before God 
in the court of the temple: and, thirdly, to rejoice. Be- 
sides which, they were to bring certain offerings unto God. 

Ver. 15. Thou shalt keep the feast of unleavened bread, 
&c] Sec xii. 17, &c. xiii. 6, 7. 

In tht time appointed of the moMhAbib.] Or in the month 
of Mw ears of cord. (See xiii. 4.) ' For many learned men 
(particularly IIuctiu3) think this word Abib not to' bo a 
proper name, but an appellative (as they sperik), the proper 
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names of months being not yet used among the Hebrews: 
who spake of them before the captivity of Babylon, ac- 
cording to the order and number wherein they stood, viz. 
first, second, third, &c. month. (See Demonstr. Evang. 
prop. it. Cap. dc Libro Joshua, n. 2.) 

And none shall appear before me empty.] The phrase in 
the Hebrew (which we translate appear before me) is very 
remarkable, viz. None shall see my face: which does not 
signify that they beheld the external symbol of his pre- 
sence; but that they looked directly that way where it 
was ; and that they should not bo accepted by God, unless 
they brought some present with them. For none ap- 
proached to an earthly majesty in those countries without a 
present (as we read in the sacred story), which was a token 
of love and affection, as well as of respect and honour. 
And therefore this precept did not belong only to this feast, 
but to all the three mentioned in the verse before, as ap- 
pears from Dcut xvi. 16. And accordingly there were 
special oblations ordained by the law itself, which were 
then to be made. At the Passover, when their harvest 
began, they were to bring a sheaf of the first-fruits of their 
harvest, and might not eat any corn till this was done, 
(Lev. xxiii. 10. 14.) At the next feast they brought tivo 
wave loaves, for a second first-fruit, of their wheat harvest; 
(Lev. xxiii. 17.) and at the feast of tabernacles, they 
offered the first-fruits of wine and oil. (See Mr. Mede, 
Discourse xlvi. p. 355.) Besides all which, good men 
brought free-will offerings ; which are often mentioned in 
the law. 

Ver. 1G. And the feast of harvest.] Called also the feast 
of weeks, (xxxiv. 22.) because it was seven". weeks after the 
Passover. Mr. Mede, in the place now named, thinks 
this was called the harvest-feast; because, as harvest began 
at the Passover, so it ended at Pentecost. And thus 
Bochart also : " At the Passover they first put the sickle 
into the corn; and about Pentecost harvest was finished, 
and all brought into the barn/' (Hierozoic. par. i. lib. iii, 
cap. 13.) But this seems not to be true; for now only the 
first-fruits were brought: which were not offered in the 
end, but in the beginning of harvest. And so it follows 
here. 

The first-fruits of thy labours which than hast sown in 
the field,] Which is not to be understood of all their la- 
bours, but of those fruits which were first sown in the 
ground. It being therefore called the harvest-feast, because 
the principal part of harvest, viz. tlte wheat-harvest, (as it 
is expressly called, xxxiv. 22.) then began: which sort of 
grain was sown before barley, as that was before flax; and 
therefore here called the first-fruits of their labour sown in 
the field. 

And the feast of in-gathering.] Called also the feast of 
tabernacles, Lev. xxiii. 34. 

Wliich is in the end of the year.] By this it appears that 
their year anciently began in the month Tisri, about au- 
tumn; atw T hich time the world itself began, as Scaliger, 
and a great many other learned men assert, with such 
reasons as are not easy to be confuted. 

When thou hast gathered in thy labours out of the field.] 
At this feast their harvest was completed ; the fruits of the 
earth being not only ripe, but gathered into their barns. 
Which was the foundation of the great rejoicing we read of 
at this time ; because God now gave them some rest and 



respiration, as Maimonides speaks, from their employ- 
ments, (More .Nevoch. par. iii. c*p. 43.) where he observes 
that Aristotle himself, in his eighth book of Ethics, men- 
tions such a feast among the gentiles, and upon the same 
ground, in these words, as he recites them: "Anciently, 
sacrifices and public assemblies for the sake of sacrifices, 
were in the gathering of the fruits and products of the 
earth: as if the sacrifices were offered for their respiration." 
The Israelites dwelt in booths at this feast for another rea- 
son : and their dwelling in booths was now most tolerable 
(as the same Maimonides there notes), because the weather 
was moderate at that time ; when they were not wont to be 
troubled either with heat or with rain. 

Ver. 17.. Three times in the year all thy males shall ap- 
pear before the Lord God.] This verse more fully explains 
what was said ver. 14. by showing where they should keep 
these feasts, viz. before the Lord ; i. e. in the place where 
his most glorious majesty should settle; which was first in 
the tabernacle, and afterward in the temple : and then who 
should appear before him there, viz. all the males. Others 
were not bound to it; though some religious people carried 
'their whole families with them, as appears by Elkanah, 
(1 Sam. i,) This command is repeated, (xxxiv. 23.) and the 
true reason of it seems to have been this: that while they 
dwelt in the wilderness they ate no meat at all at their pri- 
vate tables, but what had been first offered up to God at 
the tabernacle, (Lev. xvii. 4, 5.) Which precept was dis- 
pensed withal w T hcn they came into the land of Canaan, and 
dwelt, many of them, so remote from the tabernacle, that 
they could not come up every day to sacrifice, (Dcut. xiL 
21.) Instead of which therefore there wctc these three con- 
stant and set times appointed in the year: in which every 
male w r as bound to come up, and sec God at his tabernacle, 
and there eat and drink before him. Whence the sacrifice 
which was then offered, was wont to be called a sacrifice of 
seeing, as Dr. Cudworth hath observed in his little treatise 
of the Right Notion of the Lord's Supper. But as the 
doctors interpret.it, they were not bound to bring their 
males to appear before the Lord till they were able to 
walk, in their father's hand, up from Jerusalem to the 
temple. 

Ver. 18. Thou shalt not offer the blood of my sacrifice.] 
That is, the paschal lamb, as Jonathan in express words in- 
terprets ; and as it appears from xxxiv. 25. That the Pass- 
over was a sacrifice, I observed before, xii. 27. 

With leavened bread.] There being three great solemn 
feasts appointed in the foregoing verses, (ver. 14. 17.) 
in this and the following he prescribes some rules how 
they were to be observed. And here, in this verse, ordains 
two things relating to the Passover: that it should not be 
eaten with leavened bread ; nor any of the fat of it remain 
until the morning. Both which were ordained before, (xii. 
10. 14, 15.) in its first institution : and here repeated, uj>on 
its being mentioned again with the other feasts. 

It may be fit for me hero to observe, that to move the 
Israelites to keep this Passover with the greater care, God 
calls it both here and in xxxiv, 25. after a peculiar man- 
ner, my sacrifice and my feast (as the latter part of this 
verse may be translated), being a feast of a most solemn 
nature; and a sacrifice then offered of singular use. For 
which reason he requires them, as not to offer it with leaven 
(which was at that time forbidden for special reasons), so 
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not to reserve the fat of the offering till the next day; for 
that was not for the honour of the sacrifice ; flesh being apt 
quickly to corrupt in those hot countries, and to offend the 
palate, or the nose, which had been against the dignity of 
the sacrifice. Which is the reason the Jews give why 
the flesh of the peace-offerings was not to be kept till 
the third day, (Lev. xix. 6.) It was to preserve the mag- 
nificence of the sacrifice; things kept so long being apt 
to' stink. Whence Za>\a, yesterday's meats, in Hippo- 
crates, is the same with aairpa, corrupt: and Galen ex- 
pounds lb)\iZ>ziv by the word Tr$oar\Tcuv, to tend to corrup- 
tion; as Pet. Castellanus observes, (lib. i. de Esu Carnium, 
cap. 5. p. 42.) 

Ver. 19. The first of the first-fruits of thy land, thou shalt 
bring unto the house of the Lord thy God.} This precept 
hath a respect to the next feast, that of Pentecost. And 
therefore, though there were several first-fruits, which were 
all to be offered in their time (which were of seven things, 
barley, wheat, figs, pomegranates, olives, dates, and grapes), 
yet here are meant only the two loaves or cakes made of 
their new wheat, which were to be offered at this feast, (Lev. 
xxiii. 17.) for till this was done they might not make use 
of their corn. (See more concerning this matter on Lev. 
xxiii. 10.) R. Levi of Barcelona, and others, rightly observe 
that this was brought as an acknowledgment unto God, that 
he was the giver of all good things. 

Thou shalt not seethe a kid in its mother's milk.'] This pre- 
cept hath a particular respect to the third feast, that of the 
in-gathering of the fruits of the earth, in the end of tlie 
year, mentioned vcr. 1G. And the Jews commonly take 
it to be a prohibition against eating a kid so boiled, or 
tasting of the milk : taking it to be a precept against cru- 
elty. But here is not a word about eating, either of the 
kid or the milk ; but only about boiling. The famous Bo- 
chartus mentions three other interpretations, but confutes 
them all : and taking the words simply, as we translate 
them, supposes there was some such custom as this among 
the gentiles, which Moses would not have them imitate. 
And so doth Maimonides, in his More Nevoch. (pan iii. 
cap. 48.) where he takes this, indeed, for a command not to 
eat flesh with such milk ; but saith, that, besides it was 
very gross nourishment, &c. it seems to him it was pro- 
hibited, because it smelt of idolatry ; the gentiles doing so 
in their worship, npon some of their feasts. He could not 
find indeed, as he confesses, any such rite in the books of 
the Zabii: but yet he was confirmed in this opinion, by the 
law constantly mentioning this only when it speaks of their 
feasts ; for there are other places where we meet with it, 
xxxiv. 26. Deut. xvi. 21. in both which he speaks, as he 
doth here, of their three great feasts. At the last of which, 
Abarbinel expressly affirms, the ancient idolaters were 
wont, when they gathered the fruits of the earth, to seethe a 
kid in its mother's milk, that their gods might bo the more 
propitious to them. But as he names no author for his 
opinion, so he doth not explain the manneT of it. Our 
most learned Dr. Cudworth was the first person who hap- 
pily found this in a Karaite writer; who saith, "All the 
trees, and fields, and gardens, were sprinkled with this broth 
(of a kid seethed in its mother's milk), after a magical man- 
ner, to make them more fruitful in the following year." This 
Bochart also takes to be the truest interpretation, and 
quotes the forcnamed doctor for it, not having seen the 



author himself: (par. K Hierozoic. lib;ii. cap. &2.) See 
Right Notion of the Lord's Supper, p. 25;' 

To which may be added, that a goat was anciently used 
in magical rites; and that demons were wont to appear in* 
that form. But it must be noted withal, that in every oiie 
of the three places where this precept is mentioned, the 
LXX. translate the word we render kid, by apva, a lamb; 
though every where else they translate it epi^ov. And I 
make no question, but we are to understand here either a* 
lamb or kid boiled in its mother's milk; and the Hebrews 
say, any other clean creature. Concerning which I shall 
add no more, but that nothing* could be more contrary to 
nature (and therefore agreeable to the institutions of the 
devil) than to boil any young creature in the milk of its 
mother, from whom it came. Which they first offered to 
their gods, and then ate some of it themselves, and the rest' 
they sprinkled as beforesaid. Some relics of which custom 
we find even among the Romans themselves, who propi- 
tiated Sylvanus, with offering him milk, and Faunus with 
a kid : and every one knows both these were used in the 
worship of Bacchus. 

Ver. 20. Behold,Isend an angel before thee.] In the twenty- 
third veTse he calls him mine angel: by which the Jews 
commonly understand Michael; there being but a very little 
difference between Malachi (which signifies my angel) and 
Michael. But a great many Christians think this was not 
a created angel, but an increated, viz. the eternal Son of 
God; who, they suppose, appeared to Moses in the bush," 
and conducted them all along to Mount Sinai. Which I 
am afraid to assert, because it seems dangerous to me (as 
I observed upon Gen. xlvii. 1G.) to call him simply an 
angel, i. e. a minister, or messenger, without any such ad- 
dition as that in Mai. iii. 3. The angel of Me covenant* 
For so he was at his incarnation, of which he there speaks: 
before which I dare not ascribe to him such ministerial* 
works as these, of bringing the children of Israel out of 
Egypt, and going before them to lead them the way to 
Canaan. This was properly the work of an angel, to 
whom Moses attributes it, when he orders his ambassadors 
to say to the king of Edom, (Numb. xx. 16.) " When we 
cried unto the Lord ho heard our voice, and sent an angel,' 
and hath brought us forth out of Egypt," &c. But this 
angel was a prime minister in the heavenly host, by whom 
he was accompanied. So he saith to Joshua, (ver. 14.) 
"lam come as captain of the host of the Lord:" which is 
the title of Michael in Dan. x. 13. 21. But though 'we 
thus understand it here, this doth not exclude the presence 
of God himself, but rather proves it: for this angel and his 
host were sent from the Schechinah, who was in the pillar 
of cloud: which was moved by this angel, and conducted 
them through the wilderness. (See iii. 2.) 

To keep thee in the way, &c] To preserve and protect 
them, as well as to direct and guide them, till they came to 
Canaan: which was the place God had prepared for them. * 

Ver. 21. Beware of him.] Or observe him. 

Obey his voice.] Because he did but report what God 
himself commanded ; who was there present with them,, 
as long as they obeyed him. 

Provoke him not.] By any disobedience. 

For he will not pardon your transgressions.] But punish 
you, when you contumaciously offend me. 

For my name is in him.] He acts by my authority and 
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power, and sustains my person, -who am present where he 
is. For the name of God is said to be there, where he is 
present after a singular and extraordinary manner, (1 Kings 
viii. 1G. 1 Chron. vi. 5, G.) Maimonides expounds it, My 
word is in him, i. e. saith he, God's will and pleasure was 
declared by the angel, (par. i. More Nevoch. cap. G4.) 
In which he seems to follow the Chaldee, who translates it, 
for his word is in my name; i. e. what ho speaks is by my 
authority. 

Ver. 22. But if thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do 
all that Ippeak.] By this it appears that the words of the 
angel were the words of God ; who spake by him : and 
both are to be understood to be present. (See Gen. xxii. 
11. 15.) 

Tlien I will be an enemy unto thine enemies, &c] God and 
the angel seeni to me to be so distinguished in this verse, 
that we should not look upon the angel as God, but as his 
minister. 

Ver. 23. For my angel shall go before thee.] The word 
Malachi (my angel) consisting of the very same letters with 
Michael, the author of Baal Hatturim takes it, as if he had 
said, Michael, my proper or peculiar angel, &c. 

And bring thee unto the Amorites.] Who were the prin- 
cipal people in the land of Canaan; and had made them- 
selves masters of the first country which Joshua conquered. 
(See Genoc. 16.) 

And the Jlittites, and the Perizzites, &c] Concerning 
these, and the other people here mentioned, see Gen. x«. 
1G, 17. xv. 19, &c. The reader cannot but observe that 
here are only six nations mentioned, whereas there were 
seven in all, whom God delivered up into. their hands; 
(Josh. iii. 10,) yet in another place, where he commands 
them all to be utterly destroyed, Moses mentions but six, 
as he doth here, (Deut. xx. 17.) For, as some have con- 
jectured, the Girgashites, who are here omitted, had been 
subdued by the Araorites, and were mixed with them ; who 
were the most powerful of all the seven nations, and had 
spread themselves into many parts of the country ; "as ap- 
pears from Gen. xiv. 13. Numb. xiii. 29. Deut. i. 7.19.44. 

Ver. 24. Thou shalt not bow down to their gods, nor 
serve them.'] This is a caution against the idolatry of the 
people of Canaan : into whose country, when he had 
brought them, he charges them to be so far from doing any 
honour to. their gods, either outwardly by bowing down to 
them, or inwardly by serving them; i. e. as some of the 
Hebrews interpret it, praying to them, or giving thanks, 
&c. (Selden, lib. iii. de Juro Nat. et Gent. cap. 3.) that he 
commands them to break them down and utterly destroy 
them. 

Nor do after their vwrks.] These words* are so large, 
that they may comprehend all the abominable things which 
were done by the seven nations (mentioned in Lev. xviii. 
and other places) ; but here the matter seems to restrain 
them to their worship, which he would not have them imi- 
tate, by building temples or altars in honour of their gods, 
or offering such sacrifices as they did, or observing any of 
their religious rites. 

But thou shalt utterly overthrow them.] This relates to 
the people of the land; as it is explained in Deut. xx. 17. 

A7id quite breakdown their images.] For they were bound 
entirely to root idolatry out of the land of Canaan: though 
in other" countries which they might conquer they did not 



think themselves bound to break their images, as Selden 
observes, (lib. ii. de Jure N. et G. cap. 2.) 

Ver. 25. And ye shall serve the Lord your God.] Wor- 
ship him, as ho directs, and no other being. I observed 
before, that none were so senseless as to imagine a figure 
of any thing made of wood or stone, &c. to be the Creator 
of heaven and earth : but they worshipped them (as Mai- 
monides well observes) as things intermediate between the 
Most High and them; which is here forbidden, (More Ne- 
voch. par. i. cap. 3G.) 

And he shall bless thy bread and thy water, and I will 
take sickness away from thee.] This is a promise that he 
would abundantly supply them with meat and drink, and 
also give them health ; without which they could take no 
comfort in that plentiful provision. 

Ver. 2G. There shall nothing cast their young, nor be bar- 
ren in thy land.] Abortion and barrenness hinder all pro- 
pagation, both in men and beasts; and therefore, to the 
two foregoing blessings, of plenty and health, he adds two 
more in this place: a numerous increase of their cattle and 
of their own progeny ; together with long lifo in the land 
which he gave them. 

Tlte number of thy days I will fulfil.] Thou shalt come 
to a good old age, such as healthful men (who are not cut 
off by any accident) arc wont to attain. Procopius Ga- 
zseus gathers from hence, that there is not a fixed term set 
for every man's life. But it rather seems to suppose that 
there is a term fixed, beyond which men cannot ordinarily 
go (to some a longer, to some a shorter, according to their 
several constitutions), but may come short of it, by various 
accidents, and by theiT own ill usage of themselves, or by 
the judgment of God : who also, in regard to their obe- 
dience, prolongs the life of some men beyond what it 
would naturally reach. 

Ver. 27. I will send my fear before thee.] Strike a terror 
into the inhabitants of Canaan before thou comest thither, 
which shall facilitate the conquest of them. (See Josh. ii. 
9, 10.) With which agrees the story that is told in the Gc- 
mara Hierosol. ad Tit. Shebiith (by 11. Samuel ben Nach- 
man), that upon Joshua's denouncing war against the seven 
nations, the Girgashites fled into Africa. Which may be 
true, perhaps, of a paTt of them, but not of them all ; for 
some of them were remaining, it appears from the book of 
Joshua, iii. 10. xxiv. 11. This is confirmed by another 
story in the Talmud, of the Africans sueing to Alexander the 
Great to be restored to their ancient possessions in Canaan 
(which I mentioned before), and the old inscription in 
Procopius (lib. ii. de llcbus Vandal) not far from Tangier, 
which said the ancient inhabitants of that country fled from 
the face of Joshua, the son of Nun. (Seldeu, lib. vi. de 
Jure N. et Gent. cap. 13. p. 73G.) 

And I will destroy all the people to whom thou shalt come.] 
Make them more afraid when they come to fight; so that 
presently they shall run away aud be. easily slain : for 
that is the meaning of the last words, I will make all thine 
enemies turn their backs to thee. 

Vct.28. And I will send hornets before thee.] Either be- 
fore they came thither, or when they marched against the 
people of that country. Both seem to be true : that many 
of them were forced to quit their country, when it was.in- 
fested by the hornets God sent in great swarms among 
them; and that they who remained, when they came to fight, 
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were assaulted by these hornets, which flew in their faces, 
and so sorely pricked their eyes (as Kimchi and R. Solo- 
mon take it) that they could not sec to strike a stroke. 
Whence those words of Joshua, (who expressly saith this 
was fulfilled, xxiv. 12.) that the Amorites were not driven 
out by the sword and bow of the Israelites, but by the sting 
of these hornets. Which seem also to have pursued them 
when they fled away, and killed them in their lurking holes, 
where they hid themselves after the fight, (Deut. vii. 20.) 

JVJiich shall drive out.'] That several nations have been 
driven out of their country, by contemptible creatures, such 
as frogs, mice, snakes, and gnats, is made good by Bochar- 
tus out of several authors. And' he hath particularly shewn, 
that by these very creatures, wasps and bees, people have 
been forced to forsake their country, as Herodotus, Appia- 
nus, and Strabo testify: (sec his Hierozoic. par. ii. lib. iv. 
cap. 13. p. 539, &c.) where he shews the sting of this 
sort of wasp (called a hornet) is of all other trie most per- 
nicious : for it is bigger than the ordinary wasp, and fiercer; 
seldom stinging, as Pliny saith, without putting men into a 
fever. (lb. p. 543.) And of their flying at men's eyes, see 
what he alleges out of good authors, p. 535. 

TIieHivite, the Canaaniie, and the Hittite from before 
thee.] These three nations, it seems, were principally infested 
by the hornets; among whom, perhaps, they were more 
venomous than elsewhere (for so R. Solomon saith, their 
poison was deadly), though the rest of the nations also felt 
their sting, as we read in Josh. xxiv. 11, 12. 

Vcr. 29. I will not drive them out from before thee, in one 
year.] All the reasons of which are not here declared, (as 
they are elsewhere, Judg. iii. 1 — 3.). because he would 
not dishearten them. 

Lest the land become desolate, &c] i. e. Lest some part 
of the land should be left without inhabitants, and so be 
possessed by wild beasts: which. might have been very 
dangerous to the Israelites in other parts where they were 
settled. For if all the people of the seven nations had 
been destroyed at once, the Israelites were not yet nume- 
rous enough to people the whole country ; especially, when 
two tribes and a half were settled on the other side of 
Jordan. 

Vcr. 30. By little and little I will drive them out before 
thee.] Diminish them, by degrees, till they were wholly ex- 
pelled. 

Until thou be increased and inherit the land.] Until the 
Israelites were grown so numerous, that they were able to 
stock the whole country. 

Vcr. 31. And I will set thy bounds, &c] This was the 
utmost extent of the country which he intended to bestow 
upon them, (see Gen. xv. 18.) but they did not enjoy it till 
the times of David, (2 Sam. viii. 1. 3, &c.) and Solomon, 
(1 Kings iv. 21. 24.) when their dominion seems to have 
been enlarged not only to Euphrates, but even beyond it, 
Ezra iv. 16. 20. (see my paraphrase upon Psal. lxxii. 8.) 
Before these times, it appears by the book of Joshua, and 
those that follow, that many of the old inhabitants remained 
long after his death. 

From the Red Sea to the sea of the Philistines.] These 
were the bounds from cast to west. For though the Red 
Sea was towards the south, yet the farthermost part of it 
lay cast. And the sea of the Philistines is that now called 
the Mediterranean, which was full west. 



And from the desert.] Of Arabia, called Shur, (xv. 22.) 

Unto the river.] i. e. To Euphrates : which made the 
southern and northern bounds of the country God promised 
to them. 

For I tvill deliver the inhabitants of the land into thy 
hand.] This seems to relate to that land which the seven 
nations inhabited : for as far as Euphrates they never drove 
out all the inhabitants, but only made them tributaries. 

And thou shalt drive them out before thee.] In such man- 
ner as is mentioned in the foregoing verses. : 

Ver. 32/ Thou shalt make no covenant with them.] i. e. 
"With the people of the seven nations. But with other 
gentiles they might make covenants : only not suffer them 
to live in their land, unless they renounced all idolatry. 
Nay, Maimonides is of opinion, that such of the seven 
nations as renounced idolatry, were to be received into 
their friendship : for that law in Deut. xx. which requires 
them to send a Summons to every city before they besieged 
it, with an oiler of peace, he extends even to them; and 
grounds his opinion upon Josh. xi. 19, 20. As for that 
objection which seems to lie against this, about the Gibeon- 
ites, who needed not by^craft to have obtained a league 
with the Israelites, if this were true doctrine : his answer 
is, that Joshua had sent a summons, with offers of peace 
to them and all the rest, which they rejected ; but would 
afterward have gladly accepted, and then it was not to be 
admitted : and therefore they contrived that cunning way 
to be received into friendship with the Israelites. See P. 
Cunaeus, lib. ii. de Rcpubl. Hebr. cap. 20. And Seldcn, lib. 
vi. de Jure N. et G. cap. 13. where he quotes a passage 
out of the Jerusalem t Gcmara, which says, that Joshua 
sent three letters to the Gibeonitcs. But he shews withal, 
that other Jews contradict this ; and expressly declare the 
seven nations were not to be invited to peace. What the 
terms were on which others were invited, see there, cap. 14. 

All this considered, I am inclined to think Maimonides's 
opinion to be true; which that place in Joshua very much 
favours ; and so doth the story of Rahab, and the prac- 
tice of Solomon; who .only put the remainders, of these na- 
tions under tribute, (1 Kings ix. 20, 21.) 
. Nor with their gods.] This prohibits them to suffer any 
of the seven nations to exercise idolatry among them, as 
R. Levi of Barcelona interprets it. ,Or rather, he forbids 
them to make any vows to their godi, or oblige themselves 
to perforin any act of worship to them. 
. Ver. 32. They shall not dwell in thy land.] If a gentile 
did renounce his idolatry he might dwell among them ; and 
was called a stranger, toshab, dwelling, or inhabiting. But 
if he did not forsake it, they might n6t sell him a foot of 
land, nor let him hire a house among them : only he might 
come and sell commodities to them, as the same R. Levi 
expounds it. But Maimonides says, they might not so 
much as suffer them to pass through their country, .when 
they had power to hinder it; which others think too rigid 
an opinion, as Mr. Seldcn shews, (lib. ii. de Jure N. et G. 
cap. 3. p. 155, &c.) 

Lest they make thee sin against me.] All society with 
idolaters was forbidden, lest they should infect the Israel- 
ites with their infidelity (as the same R. Levi speaks), of 
which there was the greater danger, because they were too 
prone to follow the gentile customs. 4 , 

For if thou serve their gods.] This caution, being re- 
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peated three times in tins chapter, ought to have been the 
more diligently observed by the Jews, and made them more 
fearful of entering into familiarity with idolaters. Who 
were of various sorts; for not only every nation had its 
proper and peculiar gods, but every city, town, house, nay, 
every man made themselves gods according to their fancy. 
It will surely be a snare unto thee.] Bring great calami- 
ties upon thee, and at last be thy ruin ; as it is explained 
Josh, xxiii. It). Judg. ii. 3. For instead of driving out 
the seven nations, they brought Israel under their yoke, 
and grievously oppressed them ; as we read in the story of 
the Judges, particularly in the fourth chapter. 



CHAR XXIV. 

Ver. 1. JjLND he said unto Moses.] When God had deli- 
vered the foregoing law unto Moses in the mount, where he 
was with him (xx. 21.) after he had spoken the ten com- 
mandments, he bade him go down (as we read here he did, 
ver. 3.) and set them before the people, (xxi. 1.) And when 
he had engaged them in a covenant to observe these laws 
(ver. 7. of this chapter), then to come up to him again ; 
and bring Aaron, and the rest that are here mentioned, with 
him. 

Come up.] To receive further orders from the Divino 
Majesty; together with the two tables of stone. 

Unto the Lord.] To the mount, where the glory of the 
Lord appeared; and from whence he had spoken the ten 
words. 

Thou, and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, &c] But not all to 
the same nearness unto the Divine Majesty, as appears 
by the following verse. 

And seventy of the elders of Israel.] This seems to inti- 
mate, that there were more than seventy called elders: but 
these were the chief, being perhaps the heads of those fa- 
milies which came into Egypt, which were just seventy. 
(See xviii. 12.) For he doth not direct Moses how to 
choose them, (as Corn. Bertram observes, lib. de Repub. 
Jud. cap. 5.) but speaks as if they were well known, and 
distinguished from other persons, by the rank they held 
among them. And therefore called (ver. 11.) the nobles, or, 
as the Latin speaks, Magnates, seu optimates, the great 
men, of the best quality in Israel. The reason of their being 
thus called up to God was, to be witnesses of Moses's as- 
cending up to thd place where the Divine Majesty ap- 
peared ; and that they also might have some sight of it, 
(ver. 10.) 

And worship ye afar off.] All of them, before they came 
to the mount, were, at a good distance from it, to fall down 
prostrate before God, that they might be possessed with 
such a holy reverence to him, as not to presume to ap- 
proach nearer than they were ordered. 

Ver. 2. And Moses alone shall come near the Lord.] Unto 
the very top of the mount, where "the glory of the Lord 
abode, (ver. 16 — 18.) unto which none was admitted but 
himself. Who now came nearer than he had done before, 
(xx. 21.) for he went into the midst of the cloud, (ver. 18.) 

But they shall not come nigh.] Unto that part of the 
mount whither he went; but keep in a lower station. 

Neither shall the people go up with him.] But stay at the. 
bottom of the mount, (as they did before the giving the ten 



commandments, xix. 17.) below the place where the elders 
were. So I think Maimonid 3 rightly understands this 
place, in his More Nevoch. par. ii. cap. 32. where, speak- 
ing of the several degrees of prophecy, or familiarity with 
God, he observes that Moses was here placed in the su- 
preme degree (he alone being allowed to come near the 
Lord); below him was Aaron placed ; and below him Na- 
dab and Abihu ; and below them the seventy elders ; and 
beneath them the rest of the people. Which is the mean- 
ing of that saying of their vise men, " Moses is a wall 
by himself, and Aaron a wall by himself:" that is, they 
were in separate apartments at this glorious appearance 
of God. 

Ver. 3. And Moses came.] From the mount,wbcre he had 
received tho precepts mentioned in the three foregoing 
chapters. 

And told the people all the words of the Lord, and all the 
judgments.] Some understand here by the words of the Lord, 
the ten commandments, called the ten words, (xxxviii. 18.) 
But these words the people heard spoken by God himself, 
and not by the report of Moses. Therefore 1 take these 
words to signify rather what he had spoken in the latter 
part of the foregoing chapter, from the twentieth verse to the 
end. And then by all the judgments, he means those laws 
which he had received for their good government in the 
twenty-first, twenty-second, and tho former part of the 
twenty-third chapters. 

And all the people answered with one voice, and said.] 

In all likelihood Moses had told the elders what God had 

. said to him ; and they went and told it to the people, who 

gave the following answer to them. For thus it was before, 

(xix. 6, 7.) 

All the words that the Lord hath said will we do.] They 
had consented before in general, to do whatsoever God re- 
quired of them, having owned him for their King and Go- 
vernor; (xix. 6 — 8.) but now they consent in partiadar, 
after God had declared what he would have them do (in 
the twentieth chapter), and Moses had also reported the 
rest of the judgments delivered in the twenty-first, twenty- 
second, and twenty-third chapters. 

Ver. 4.] And Moses wrote all the words of the Lord.] 
Both the ten commandments, and all the rest of the judg- 
ments delivered in the foregoing chapters. God, indeed, 
wrote the ten commandments himself: but for the present 
Moses made a record of them, that the people might not 
only hear, but read what they had to do. 

And rose up early in the morning.] The next morning, it 
is likely, after he had received those judgments, and deli- 
vered them to the people, and wrote them in a book; 
which was upon the seventh day of Sivan, as I observed, 
xx. 21. that is, on the sixth of our June, as Jac. Capellus 
reckons. Therefore on the eighth of Sivan he built the 
altar, &c. as it here follows. 

And builded an altar under the hill.] At the foot of the 
hill where the people were allowed to stand. This altar 
was to represent God, to whom sacrifices were offered 
upon it. 

And twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of 
Israel.] This was to represent all the people. The gen- 
tiles abusing such pillars to idolatrous uses, the erecting of 
them is afterward forbidden in the law. But before the 
building of the tabernacle, Moses here erects them, as 
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Jacob had piously done in former times, (Gen. xxxv. 14.) 
See Selden, lib. ii. de Jure N. et G. cap. 6. p. 185. 

Ver. 5. And he sent young men of the children of Israeli 
These are said by the Hebrews to be the first-born, as 
Onkelos here expressly translates it, He sent the first-born: 
and the paraphrase ascribed to Uzielides follows him; add- 
ing this reason, because the Aaronical priests ivere not yet 
consecrated. The Arabic and Persian versions say the 
same, as Mr. Selden hath observed, (lib. i. de Succession. 
ad Pontif. cap. 1.) and most interpreters have been of the 
same mind. But I have often observed before (particularly 
xix. 22.) that I ^an see no proof of this, that they only 
officiated as priests: every man anciently, -in his own fa- 
mily, having a right to offer sacrifice, till the law of Moses 
restrained it to the family of Aaron. Therefore T take these 
young men to have been the choicest persons among them, 
whether first-born or others, who had been appointed to 
minister unto God. For Joshua, who is called here (ver. 13.) 
Moses's minister, is, in Numb. xi. 28. called his young man. 
Such were fittest for all service; especially for that of 
sacrificing to God. For which they anciently chose the 
strongest and properest persons, as we see in the Greek 
story of Jason, (which our learned Dr. Spencer observes, 
p. 140.) whose sacrifices were led to the altar by the young 
men of his company, i. e. men of greatest strength and 
•beauty, (lib. i. Argonaut.) And this so far remained, after 
the priesthood was confined to the family of Aaron, that 
no man was permitted to officiate at the altar after he was 
fifty years of age ; that is, when he was past his best (as we 
speak), the flower and strength of his age, (Numb. viii. 25.) 
Fortunatus Scacchus conjectures that there were twelve 
of these young men, one of each tribe, who offered in the. 
name of their brethren, (Myrothec. Sacr. Elaeochr. par. ii. 
cap. 59.) 

Which offered burnt-offerings, and sacrificed peace-offer* 
wgs of oxen unto the Lord.] Though oxen are only men- 
tioned, yet there were other creatures sacrificed, as appears 
from Hebr. xi. 19, 20. And in following times, peace-offer- 
ings might be either of calves, or lambs, or goats, as we 
find in Lev. iii. and so might burnt-offerings also ; (see Lev. 
i.2.10.) Our learned primate Usher thinks also there were 
expiatory sacrifices offered, together with these burnt-offer- 
ings and peace-offerings, and that in the first place; (ad 
A. M. 2513. mens. 3.) 

Ver. 6. And Moses took half the blood, and put it in 
basons.] It may be a question, whether he speaks of the 
blood of all the sacrifices, or only of the expiatory (if there 
were any), or of the burnt-offerings, ox peace-offerings. But 
which way soever that be determined, this half of the blood, 
it is certain, was reserved to be sprinkled on the people, 
(ver. 8.) 

Concerning the word agganot, which we translate basons, 
the learned reader may consult Bochartus, in his Hierozoic. 
par. i. p. 549. 

And half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar.] The 
altar representing God, (as was said before, ver. 4.) this 
blood sprinkled upon it, signified that he, for his part, en- 
gaged to be faithful in the covenant he now made with 
them, and they with him; by performing all the promises 
he had newly made them by Moses in the latter end of the 
foregoing chapter ; especially those four great promises, 
of plenty, health, numerous offspring, and long life, (ver. 25, 
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26.) together with the driving out the people of Canaan from 
before them, (ver. 27, &c.) 

Ver. 7. And he took the book.] Some have made it a dif- 
ficulty to find what book this was; and have been pleased 
to fancy, that some book which Moses wrote is lost: 
when this plainly refers to what is said ver. 4. -where we 
read that " Moses wrote all the words of the Lord/* that 
is, the commandments and judgments mentioned in the 
four foregoing chapters. Which though they made no 
great volume, yet might be called a book in their language : 
for even the bill of divorcement, which they gave their 
wives (and was very short), is called by this name of sepher, 
a book, Deut. xxiv. 1. 

Of the covenant.] That they might remember upon what 
terms he would bestow upon them the forenamed bless- 
ings, he engages them in a solemn covenant to observe 
the commandments and judgments contained in this book. 

Ver. 8. And Moses took the blood.] That half of it which 
was in the basons, (ver. 6.) 

And sprinkled it on the people.] As he had sprinkled one 
half on the altar, in token God was a party in the cove- 
nant; so he sprinkled the other half on the twelve pillars, 
which represented the children of Israel, in token that they 
were the other party engaged in the same covenant. Thus 
our forenamed primate, and several others understand it: 
and it carries some show of probability in it. Yet I can- 
not think it unlikely, that it was sprinkled upon the seventy 
elders, by whom the people consented ; if not upon all 
the people who stood next to the altar, and are here ex- 
pressly mentioned. The apostle to the Hebrews (ix. 19.) 
saith, he sprinkled the book, as well as the people, which is 
not here mentioned, but supposed. Forwhen he went to 
sprinkle the blood, we must conceive he laid down the 
book, that he might be at more liberty for this other action ; 
and perhaps he laid it on one of the pillars, where it was 
sprinkled, as they were, together witb.the people whom they 
represented. 

And said, Behold the blood of the covenant, tvhich the 
Lord hath made with you concerning all these words.] Look 
upon yourselves as obliged by this blood, to observe all 
the commands which I have delivered to you in the words 
you have heard. For there were two ways of making cove- 
nants anciently ; both which were here used. The first was, 
after a sacrifice had been offered, to sprinkle the blood of 
it upon both parties who were to be confederates : which 
was done here, (ver. 6. 8.) And secondly, the confederates 
thereupon proceeded to eat together some part of the sa- 
crifice; which follows, (ver. 11.) where we find the elders 
of Israel (who represented the people) did eat and drink 
in the presence of God. 

Ver. 9, Then went up 3Ioses and Aaron, Nadab and 
Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel.] These things 
being done, they went up into the mount as they were 
ordered, (ver. 1.) i. e. they went up to that part of the 
mount where Aaron, and his sons, and the elders, were ap- 
pointed to come ; but no further. 

Ver. 10. And they saw the God of Israel.] When Moses 
is commanded to cpme near unto the Lord, (ver. 2.) Mai- 
monides acknowledges it may be understood of his local 
approach to the pla^e where the light or glory of God 
then appeared, (More Nevoch. par. i. cap. IS.) And there- 
fore it is something strange that he expounds the elders' 
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seeing God, of their apprehension of him by their under- 
standing; and not rather of their beholding some glimpse 
of that visible majesty which was on the top of the mount. 
For that, I doubt not, is the meaning, as appears by what 
follows. And so the Chaldee expounds it, They saw the 
glory of the God of Israel; surrounded, wo may well sup- 
pose, with a heavenly host of angels, attending upon the 
Schcchinah, or Divine Majesty, as it was also called. 

And there was wider his feet.] This hath made sorao con- 
ceive, that this visible glory appeared in the form of a 
man, with his back towards them, standing upon a shining 
pavement. But this is contrary to Deut. iv. 15. For though 
that bo spoken of another time and place, viz. the giving 
of the law, which all the people heard, but saw no simili- 
tude; yet, if the elders had afterward seen a similitude, it 
would have spoiled Moses's argument, they being the re- 
presentatives of the people. This glorious light, therefore, 
far surpassing all other, had no form, nor could be de- 
scribed by any ?frt: and consequently, by its feet is meant 
only the lower part of it; which rested, as it were, upon a 
most glorious pavement. And thus the Divine Majesty is 
said to have had a footstool (which was the cover of tho 
ark), though it had no human shape. 

As it'were a paved work of sapphire-stone.] The glorious 
majesty of God was represented as having under it a pave- 
ment suitable to itself, very bright and shining. For there 
is a sort of sapphire called xp^oo-nyrje, spotted with little 
points, or pricks of gold, which shine like stars inter- 
spersed in the body of it. (See Salmasius in Solinum, p. 
131. 203.) Such was this pavement, as we may gather 
from the following words. 

And as it were the body of heapen in its clearness.] As 
clear as the purest and serenest sky, when it is all spangled 
with stars. All which signifies, as 1 take it, that the glory of 
the Lord appeared far above the glory of the sun, in its 
greatest brightness, upon a pavement sparkling like the stars 
in the heaven, when it is most clear. The LXX. instead of 
the words saw the God of Israel, have, saw rbv rowov the 
place of the God of Israel. As if they saw a throne, upon 
which there was a visible majesty, beyond all description. 
And if this be admitted, then this throne may well be said 
to have feet, standing upon such a glorioifs pavement. And 
so they translate it in the next verse, where this is repeated. 

Ver. 11. And upon the nobles of the children of Israel.] 
i.e. The elders beforementioned, (ver. 1. 9.) called here 
atzilim, to signify that they were the prime and choicest 
persons among the Israelites. For atzal signifies to sepa- 
rate ; and consequently atzilim imports men distinguished 
from others, either by their birth, office, or some excellent 
qualities. 

lie laid not his hand.] Did not hurt them. Whereas it 
was the common opinion, that they who saw God (though 
it was by one of his angels) should presently die. The 
splendour of that glorious light was so dazzling, that it was 
a singular favour it did not put out their eyes, as the light 
wherein St. Paul saw our Saviour did his. )Ye are told, 
(ver.] 7.) " The sight of the glory of the Lord was like de- 
vouring fire." Which might pat them in fear, perhaps, they 
had been scorched by it, when it flashed out upon them; 
but they found not the least hurt by it. Thus Jonathan 
saith in his paraphrase upon the thirty-second chapter, 
that when Moses delayed to come down from the mount 



the people fancied him to be burnt up by the fire, which 
shone from the presence of God, which there appeared. 

This sight of God, which he vouchsafed to the elders, 
was in all likelihood to convince them that he was among 1 
them, and had spoken to them, and sent them the precepts 
beforementioned by the hand of Moses. 

Also they saw God, and did eat and drink.] After they 
had seen God, they were so far from receiving any harm, 
that they feasted with him upon the rclips of the peace- 
offerings, with great joy and gladness. Or we may sup- 
pose, that the glory of the Lord shone upon them, as they 
sat down to eat and drink, in token of their fulL consent to 
the covenant how made, (for so tho custom was of making 
covenants, Gen.xxiv.30. xxxi.54.) and that notwithstand- 
ing they continued to finish their feast, not being dispirited 
(as good men were sometimes afterwards with glorious 
visions, Dan. x. 8. 16, 17.) but rather strengthened and 
made more vigorous. 

The word for saw in this verse is different from that in 
the former; importing, I suppose, that this appearance of 
God to them lasted somo time. 

Ver. 12. And the Lord said unto Moses.] He called to 
him, perhaps with an audible voice, from the place where 
they saw his glory; that they might know how familiar he 
was with God, and might more readily receive whatsoever 
commands he brought from him. 

Come up to vie into the ?nount.] To the top of the mount, 
where the glory of the Lord was, (ver. 17.) For hitherto 
Moses had gone no further than the rest; but was with 
them when they did eat and drink before the Lord. 

And be there.~] Stay with me there, (ver. 18.) 

And I will give thee tables of stone.] Not only the Jews, 
but Epiphanius also, fancy these tables were made of 
sapphire, from what was said ver. 10. But the words sig- 
nify plainly enough that they were of stone. 

And a law and commandments which I have written.] 
From this place the Jews endeavour to establish their 
unwritten or oral law, i.e. their traditions; which, they 
say, were now delivered, together with the tables of stones. 
So Maimonides, in his preface to Jad Chazeka; "AH the 
precepts which were given to Moses on Mount Sinai were 
given with their explications; according to what is said, 
I will give thee tables, of stone, and a law and command- 
ments: w r here by the law is meant the written law, and the 
commandments denote the explication of it, which we call 
the oral law." Thus he, and others of them, directly against 
the text itself, which saith expressly, both of the law and 
the commandments here mentioned, that they were vjritten. 
(See Selden, lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 1G.) Therefore, by law 
and commandments, we are to understand nothing else^but 
(lie law contained in the ten commaiidments. 

TJiat thou mayest teach them.] Instruct the people to ob- 
serve them as the most sacred of all other precepts ; being 
MTitten, as well as spoken, by God himself, who taught 
men by this example, how to preserve their laws. For 
Aristotle saith in his Problems, that in old time men being 
ignorant how to write, ySov rovg vofiovg, 3Va fit) iTrtkaStovraL, 
were wont to sing their laws, that they might not be for- 
gotten. It being the invention of the Corybantes, Itrravm 
XWovg (as Theopompus speaks), to set up pillars, and en- 
grave their laws upon them. Which Solon at last WTote on 
wooden tables, called "A 5or*c and Kup/3«c, which were laid 
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up in the temple of the mother of the gods, (vid; Sam. Pe- 
titum Praefat. in Leg. Atticas.) 

Ver. 13. And Moses rose «p.] From among the elders ; 
with whom he -was before. 

And hisminister Joshua.] Who attended him further than 
the elders ; but not into the place where he -went. For 
God intending him to be Moses's successor, seems to ad- 
mit him unto a nearer familiarity than anyone else besides 
Moses. 

And Moses went tip into the mount of God.] The place 
where the Divine glory appeared. But Joshua stayed for 
him in some low r part of the mountain, expecting his re- 
turn. For he did not go up to the top of the mount, as ap- 
pears from the thirty-second chapter; where Moses's de- 
scent from thence being mentioned, Joshua is not named 
till it be said that Moses was come down from the mount, 
(ver. 15. 17.) He went with them therefore till he entered 
into the cloud, and then he stayed as it were at the door 
waiting for his return. 

Ver. 14. And he said unto the elders.] Before he left 
them, he gave them this order. 

Tarry ye here for us.] Not in the place where they had 
seen God, and did eat and drink with him; whither the 
people might not come: but rather in the camp, or some 
place near it, whither the people might upon occasion re- 
sort to them. Unto which place Moses seems to have 
w T alked with them from the mount, before he returned to 
go up into it; or, at least pointed them unto it with his 
finger, that they might there wait for him. 

Until we come again to you.] He could not tell how long 
God would detain him ; and therefore commauds them to 
govern the people till his return to them. 

And behold, Aaron and Hur are with you.] Who seem 
to have been of greatest authority next to himself; and 
were with him in the mount when the Israelites fought 
with Amalek, (chap, xvii.) 

If any man have any matters to do, let him come unto 
them.] In all causes, which were too hard for the elders to 
determine, he directs them to go to Aaron and Hur, as 
they were wont to do to him. By this it appears, that these 
seventy elders were some of the judges appointed by the 
advice of Jethro, (xviii. 22.) which he continued to follow, 
and orders them to observe in his absence. 

Ver. 15. And Moses went up into the mount.] Having 
said this, he and Joshua left them; and ho went into the 
higher part of the mount. 

And a cloud covered the mount.] That part of it where 
he was : so that the people, and Joshua also, lost the sight 
of him. 

Ver. 1G. And the glory of the Lord abode upon Mount 
SinaL] That visible majesty which shone in extraordinary 
splendour, was settled for the present upon the top of this 
mount. 

And the cloud covered it.'] i. e. Covered the glory of the 
Lord, not the mount, as Abeh Ezra observes. For the 
cloud was not the glory of the Lord, but encompassed and 
covered it : so that for six days nothing but the cloud ap- 
peared to the Israelites: till on the seventh day the cloud 
was rent (as I take it) or opened ; and the glory of the Lord 
appeared like flaming fire. 

Six days.] Thus long it was hidden in a cloud, so that 
xMoses himself could not see it, but remained wrapped up in 
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darkness ; which might have astonished him, if he had not 
been supported by the Divine power, and a comfortable 
sense of God, who had often appeared to him and con- 
versed familiarly with him. 

And the seventh day he called unto Moses.] The second 
time (for he had called to him before to come up to him, 
ver. 12.) commanding him to approach into his glorious 
presence. 

Out of the midst of the cloud.] Where the Divine glory 
was, and now broke out and appeared, I suppose, unto 
Moses. Some think the seventh day might be the sabbath, 
upon which God chose to appear to him. 

Ver. 17. And the sight of the glory of the Lord was like 
devouring fire, on the top of the mount, in the eyes of the 
children of Israel.] It broke out of the cloud, after six days, 
so that the people saw it like flaming fire. To which the 
Psalmist seems to allude, (PsaL xcvii. 2,3.) '< Clouds and 
darkness are round about him, and fire goeth before him," 
&c. Thus the gloTy of the Lord is described in other places, 
as within a cloud, and sometimes breaking out of it, (Exod. 
xl. 35.) where the cloud is said to be upon the tabernacle, 
and the glory of the Lord to fill it with; which (ver. 38.) is 
described like fire. (See also Numb. xvi. 42.) And thus, 
at its first appearing, there w r as a pillar of a cloud and of 
fire led them, (xiii. 21.) And it sometimes appearing in an 
amazing brightness, beyond that of the sun ; and some- 
times being wrapped up in as thick a cloud : God is like- 
wise said both to dwell in light and in thick darkness, (1 
Kings viii. 12.) 

Ver. 18. And Moses went into the midst of the cloud.] 
From whence the Lord had called to him, (ver. 16.), 
Therefore he broke through the thick cloud into the very 
presence of God, which was in a secret part of the cloud, 
called the midst of it. 

And gat him up into the mount.] To the top of it, where 
the glory of the Lord appeared to him in the -midst of the 
cloud ; the external parts of which and the fire only being 
seen by the people. 

And Moses was in the mount forty days and forty nights^] 
That he might receive the two tables of stone, and the gift 
of prophecy (as Elmacinus, an Arabian Christian, adds), 
with directions for the making the tabernacle, and all things 
belonging to it, and the service to be performed there by 
the priest, apparelled according to Divine prescription, &c. 
which follow in the ensuing chapters : where Moses relates 
w r hat orders God gave him about every thing relating to 
his Divine service. And it need not seem strange, as Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus excellently speaks, (lib. i. Stromat. p. 
351.)- that Moses received his laws from God; when the 
Greeks pretend the same of theit Minos : only they say he 
went into" Jupiter's cave, and was nine years there in learn- 
ing the laws which he gave him ; when Moses was but forty 
days in the mount, where God visibly appeared. They be- 
lieved also that Lycurgus received his laws from Apollo; 
and Zaleucus (as Plato, Aristotle, and divers others whom 
he mentions, say) received his from Minerva. All this was 
firmly believed among them, who, in not acknowledging 
the divinity of Moses's ministration, were very ungrateful; 
for his was the archetype 9 as he speaks, or pattern, of what 
was pretended in their stories. 

Forty days and forty nights.] It may be a question, whe- 
ther the six days that he remained in the cloud, before the 

2N2 

Microsoft® 



27G 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap. XXV 



Lord called him higher, be included in these forty days ; or 
were only preparatory to his nearer access to God. They 
may well bo both : for it is not said he was in the midst of 
the cloud forty days nnd forty nights; but that ho was so 
long in the mount. Part of which time wm spent in the 
<lark cloud, and the rest in the bright presenco of God, in 
the midst of the cloud : and in all that space he did neither 
cat nor drink, (xxxiv. 28. Deut. ix. 9.) 

God could, if he had pleased, have revealed to him all his 
mind in a less time : but the method of the Divine wisdom 
is to do all things gradually. For instance, the substance 
of a child in the womb (saith the author of Schalsch. Hak- 
kabalah) is not perfected in less time than forty weeks, in 
all which time it receives no meat nor drink (at the mouth 
we must understand him), and so many days did the Di- 
vine power work in Moses to form him into a new essence 
(as his words are), and give him a full comprehension of all 
that God communicated to him. And all this time he nei- 
ther did eat nor drink; for these actions (says that Jew) 
-prejudice the understanding ; which God intended to exalt, 
by depressing the bodily faculties and powers : which for 
want of meat and drink were brought down very low, that 
the understanding might be raised and lifted up. And thus 
we find, in aftertimes, that Daniel chastened his body for 
three whole w r eeks together, the better to dispose him for 
heavenly vision, (x. 2, 3. 12.) 

This ascent of Moses from the cloudy part of the mount 
to the fiery top of it was upon the fourteenth of Sivan : 
and we may suppose, as Jacobus Capellus doth, that the 
cloud accompanied him, as he went up, to defend him from 
the circumambient flame. 

CHAP. XXV. 

Ver. 1. JjlND the Lord spake unto Moses.] Out of that 
glorious and flaming light where he appeared to him. 

Ver. 2. Speak unto the children of Israel] When he went 
down from the -mount. " 

That they bring me.] In the Hebrew, take for me, out of 
their goods. 

An offering.] The Hebrew word terumah (or, as some 
pronounce it, tnimah) is commonly translated a heave- 
offering, or offering lifted up. Which the Chaldee translates, 
tliat which is separated from common use: and in the se- 
paration, perhaps, was lifted up towards heaven, in token 
that they desired God to accept it. 

Of every man that giveth it willingly with his heart, ye 
shall take my offering.] They were only to be moved to it, 
but not importuned; much less told what quantity they 
should give: but every man was left to his owti good incli- 
nation. And accordingly Moses delivered the mind of God 
unto them, when he came down from the mount; and they 
made a free oblation, (xxxv. 5. 21. 29.) Besides which, 
'there was also a tribute laid upon them for the ransom of 
their souls, (xxx. 12 — 14.) which amounted to a great sum 
of money, as we find in xxxviii. 24, &c. 

Ver. 3. And this is the offering which ye shall take of them.] 
The things which ye shall accept as an offering to me. 

Gold, and silver, and brass.] Unto what uses these were 
to be employed we are told afterwards. 

Ver. 4. And blue, and purple, and scarlet.] Wool, or 
yam, or stuff (or, as Abarbinel mil have it, silk), of these 



colours. About which there is much dispute; but no trans- 
lation hath better described them than our English. For 
thecelet, which wo translate blue, and Abarbinel will have 
it to be a sea-green, is certainly a sky-colour. So Maimo* 
nides expresses it, the colour of the firmament: and Kimchi 
calls it ultramarine. This hath been demonstrated by 
Braunius, who shews how it was died, (lib. i. de Vest. 
Sacer. Ilcbr. cap. 13.) 

Argaman, also, he hath demonstrated, (cap. 14.) signifies 
purple, as we translate it. For both Josephus and Philo 
say so ; and he brings many proofs that they say true. And 
there being several sorts of purple, he shews this had in it 
the brightest and most florid redness; the manner of dying, 
w T hich he also there demonstrates. See also Bochartus, 
concerning these two words thecelet and argaman, in his 
Hierozoic. (par. ii. lib. v. cap. 10, 11.) 

Tholaat-shani we also rightly translate scarlet, as the 
same Braunius shcw r s, (cap. 15. of the forenamed book.) 
And very probably makes the word scarlet signify as mnch 
as the colour of Tyre: for Sar, or Sarra, is Tyre ; and la- 
cea is a red colour. 

Abarbinel most assuredly makes this to be the native co- 
lour of- silk, without any die. (Sec Bochart. Hierozoic. 
par. ii. lib. iv. cap. 27. p. 621.) 

And fine linen.] The Hebrew word schesch signifies that 
pure linen called byssus: so the Chaldee calls it butz. 
Which was peculiar to E^ypt, as some fancy, where their 
priests were clothed with it; and thence called Imigeri. 
But Philostratus saith there was a byssus among the In- 
dians with which the better sort of people were clothed. 
And Pausanias saith it grew in Elis, and in no other part 
of Greece. (See Salmasius, Plin. Exercit. p. 998. and what 
I have noted on Gen. xli. 42.) 

And goats* hair.] In the Hebrew there is only the word 
izitn, which signifies goats: but all interpreters, by a com- 
mon ellipsis, understand it of their hair. And Jarchi saith 
it signifies the flower of goats' hair; or, as we speak, the 
down; the very softest part of it. And no other wool (as 
they call it) was accepted for the use of the sanctuary (if 
we may credit Abarbinel) but only this. For the wool of 
lambs and sheep was vile in comparison with this, which 
was precious in the eastern countries; where -excellent 
cloth was made of it, not inferior to silk in softness and 
brightness ; as the same Braunius observes, (lib. i. de Ves- 
titu Sacer. Hebr. cap. 9.) 

Ver. 5. And rains' skins died red.] Or, red rams 9 skins; 
for such there w r cre in the eastern countries, which were 
naturally of that colour. 

And badgers 9 skins.] The Hebrew word thecasim, which 
wc translate badgers (following those who think thacasto 
be the same with the Latin word tazus), the ancient inter- 
preters take for a colour. And Bochartus hath at large en- 
deavoured to prove that it signifies a kind of violet or pur- 
ple colour. So that God commands them to offer red and 
violet rams 7 skins. (See Hierozoic. par. i. lib. iii. cap. 30.) 

And shittim*wood.] Kimchi saith this was the best kind 
of cedar : but Abcn Ezra takes it for the wood of a tree 
which grew in the wilderness, not far from Mount Sinai, 
in that place where the Israelites sometimes encamped. 
(Numb. xxv. 1.) called Shittim from this wood: unless the 
wood were so called from tho place where it grew. And 
thus St. Jerome seems to have understood it. For he saith 
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upon Joel iii. that they were great trees, which were not to 
be found in the Roman countries, or in cultivated places ; 
but in the desert of Arabia only : out of which very broad 
boards might be cut, exceeding strong, and of incredible 
smoothness and beauty. And upon Isa. xli. he calls it 
lignum imputribile, an incorruptible wood (as the LXX. 
also here translate it, %v\a av^wra), very smooth, excelling 
all wood in firmness and brightness, &c. (See Menochius, 
lib. v. de Repub. Hebr.* cap. 2.) ' . 

Ver. 6. Oil for the light. .] For that lamp that was to burn 
continually in the sanctuary. 

Spices for anoiMing oil, andforsiveet incense.'] See xxx. 
23, &c. and ver. 34, 35, &c. 

Ver. 7. Onyx-stones.] Or sardonyxes. (See Gen. 11,12.) 

And stones to be set in the ephod, andin the breast-plate.] 
There were two onyx-stones to be set in the ephod, (xxviii. 
9, 10, &c.) and the other stones (whose names are there men- 
tioned, ver. 17, 18, &c.) were to be set in the breast-plate. 

These five verses contain all the materials which were to 
be used about the sanctuary, and the garments of the 
priests who were to attend there. The only question is, 
How they got such things in the wilderness? Some think 
they brought them with them out. of Egypt, as it is evident 
(hey did gold, silver, and jewels. And Abarbinel thinks 
they also trafficked with the neighbouring people while 
fhey remained here, of whom they bought oil, and spices, 
and shittim-wood, &c. which is probable enough, every 
tiling being to be had for money, of which they brought 
good store from Egypt. 

Ver. 8. And let them make me a sanctuary.] Now follow 
directions for the making a house for God, and every thing 
belonging to it. For so this place is sometimes called, 
God's house, or habitation, because there, as Abarbinel 
observes, the Schechinah, or Divine Majesty, had its resi- 
dence. And it is called a sanctuary, or holy place, be- 
cause no uncircumcised or unclean person might enter 
into it. For under the name of sanctuary is compre- 
hended, as the Jews rightly understand it, all the courts 
belonging to it, as well as the very house itself ; with all 
the utensils, or sacred vessels, which are afterward pre- 
scribed for the service of it. 

Tliat I may dwell among them.] God resolving to mani- 
fest himself, as, in a peculiar manner, constantly present 
among them, was pleased to order a tent or tabernacle to 
be built for him; wherein, while they sojourned in tents 
in the wilderness, he dwelt among them in a visible man- 
ner, by the Schechinah, or habitation of the Divinity, which 
was fixed here; and was a special type of God's future 
dwelling in human nature. In short, this sanctuary was his 
palace, saith Moses Nachmanides, wherein he dwelt as their 
king. And accordingly, Schem Tob, upon Mairaonides's 
More Nevoch. par iii. cap. 40. pertinently observes, that 
God ordered all manner of things belonging to a palace 
to be in this house ; particularly, ministers that constantly 
attend on him; a table with daily provision ; all manner of 
utensils, such as pots, spoons, forks, &c. a closet proper 
to himself alone ; that the most vulgar understanding might 
conceive their king, the Lord of Hosts, continually resided 
there. And, indeed, the Hebrew word mikdash, which 
we render sanctuary, sometimes signifies a palace, (Ezek. 
xxviii. 18.) and so Kimchi interprets it upon Isa. viii. 14. 

Among them.] In the Hebrew, in the midst of them. For 



the tabernacle, when it was erected, was placed in the 
midst of their camps, (Numb. ii. 17.) Which. was the 
reason that all unclean persons were to be removed out of 
their camp, lest God, who dwelt in it, should be offended 
by the pollution, (Numb. v. 3.) And this is the reason why 
God* is said to zvalk among them, (Lev. xxvi. 12. Deut* 
xxii. 14.) because he dwelt in that tent, which moved up 
and down, as they did while they dwelt in the. wilderness. 

Ver. 9. According to alt that I shew thee, the pattern of 
the tabernacle, and the pattern of all the instruments thereof, 
so shall thou make it.] This signifies that God shewed him 
a model (as we now speak) of the house he was to make, 
and of all the things belonging to it: and, accordingly, he 
bid him rear it up (xxvi. 30.) according to the mischpat, 
the scheme or draught he shewed him in the mount: which 
represented every thing so lively and distinctly, and in their 
just proportions to him, that he was the better able to make 
them. For things seen, and seen in all their dimensions, 
as Abarbinel observes, are more easily retained, as well 
as conceived, than things that are only heard. And Greg. 
Nyssen had reason when he said, (de Vita Mosis, p. 181.) 
that God did not represent the sanctuary to Moses merely 
in a picture, much less give him an. idea of it only in his 
mind; but set before him a structure which he should imi- 
tate. For so the Hebrew word tabnit (which we translate 
pattern) signifies a structure, or building; which cannot 
be better expressed than by the word model, which he now 
saw of the house he was to erect. Thus Maimonides ex- 
plains this word, in distinction from temunah, which sigm> 
fies only the resemblance of a thing; whereas tabnit signi- 
fies the structure, or disposition of it, i. e. saith he, its form ; 
whether it be in a square, or circle, or triangle, or any 
other figure; and he quotes this place for it, and ver. 40. 
(More Nevoch. par. i. cap. 3.) 

Which confutes the fancy of those who will have Moses 
to have framed this house, and all belonging to it, accord- 
ing to the fashion of. such things which he had seen in 
Egypt, and were in use among other nations : unto whose re- 
ligion he designed to make himself as conformable as might 
be safely allowed. And particularly made this tabernacle 
to be carried on the priests' shoulders, as the tabernacle of 
Moloch was, &c. Nothing seems to me to be further from 
the intention of Moses, or rather from the directions which 
God here gives him, than this conceit. He had a more 
Divine guide than, the Egyptians, and made things by a 
heavenly parent, and not according to their modes. The 
Jews were so possessed with this opinion, that when the 
temple came to be built instead of this tabernacle, they 
say it was done by consulting the oracle, and by the solemn 
decree of the king, and of the great Sanhedrin, and of the 
prophets. For which they allege this very place, as Mr. 
Selden observes out of the Misna, and Maimonides, &c. 
(lib. iii. de Synedr. cap. 13. n. 2.) 

Ver. 10. And they shall make an ark.} Or little chest, or 
rather coffer ; which was to be placed in the very inmost and 
most secret part of God's house (in his cabinet, as we now 
speak, into which none entered but himself), the better to 
represent his dwelling among them. And therefore was 
called the ark of the Lord, (Josh. iv. 5. 11.) and the ark of 
God, (I Sam. iii. 3.) For herein was put his most pre- 
cious treasure, those Divine records, the two tables of stone, 
wrote with his own finger, called the tables of testimony. 
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(xxxi. IS.) because they were the testimony of tho cove- 
nant between God and the Israelites; whereby he testified 
his will, and they their obedience to it. Whence the ark 
itself is called the ark of the testimony, (xxx. 6. from 
whence also the whole tabernacle had its name, Numb. ix. 
11.) and the ark of the covenant of the Lord, (Numb. x. 33.) 
Of shittim-wood.] See ver. 5. 

Two cubits and a half shall he the length thereof, and a 
cubit and a half the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half 
the height thereof] In this shape, and in these dimensions, 
it was set before Moses in the mount, that he might direct 
it to bo made exactly of such an oblong square (as we 
speak), as is hero described, in its length, breadth, and 
height. There are great disputes among the Jews about a 
cubit, which is commonly thought to be half a yard of our 
measure, that is, eighteen inches. But one that hath taken 
a great deal of pains to examine such things (Dr. Cumber- 
land, now bishop of Peterborough), hath, in a very learned 
discourse about the Scripture Measures, given strong rea- 
sons to incline us to think that the Egyptian and the Jew- 
ish cubit was about twenty-one inches. And if they had 
not been so, the table (which is described ver. 23.) would 
have been inconvenient, being but three quarters of a yard 
high, i. e. twenty-seven inches (according to the common 
notion of a cubit), which is too low for a table. Whereas, 
according to his account, it w r as about thirty-two inches, 
which is a very convenient height for a table. (See chap, ii.) 
Ver. 11. And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold.] Not 
merely gild it, but lay it over with thin plates of gold; for 
if they had been thick, it would, as Abarbinel notes, have 
been too heavy to carry. Thus wc see chests now some- 
times plated with iron in some parts of them. 

Within and without.] So that nothing but gold could be 
seen, whether it were shut or open. 

And shalt make upon it a crown of gold round about.] A 
border or list of gold went round at the top of it; which 
was called a crown, because it compassed every part of 
it : but was of another figure, not round but square, as the 
ark was. It was of great use, as well as ornament, for the 
better settling the propitiatory upon the ark, that it might 
not slip off, but be kept up firmly by this border going 
round about the top of the ark. And it might the better be 
called a crown, because it was of some height, for the surer 
supporting of the propitiatory. 

It may not be improper here to observe, that, as the an- 
cient crowns were only a plain circle of gold, or other 
thing, so they were set upon the heads of none but their 
gods, as Pliny tells us, (lib. xvi. cap. 4.) who says there, 
that Bacchus was the first that put a crown upon his head, 
which was made of ivy. Certain it is, that God -requires 
those things which' were peculiarly sacred to him and his' 
service to be crowned, as a mark of their excellency: which 
were four only ; this crown upon the ark, and that upon the 
golden table, (ver. 24. of this chapter), and upon the altar 
of incense, (xxx. 3.) and on the head of the high-priest, 
(xxix. 6.) 

Ver. 12. And thou shalt cast four rings of gold for it.] 
'Which were of massy gold, wc must suppose, because the 
ark was carried by staves put into these rings. 

And put them in the four corners thereof] The Hebrew 
word paamoth comes from paam, which never signifies a 
comer in the Holy Scripture; but always a foot, or basis, 



or "step, as Abcn Ezra notes. Whicb hath made some 
think the ark had feet to stand upon (such round knobs as 
now our chests and boxes many times have), though the 
Scripture doth not mention them. But we are not to make 
conjectures out of our own heads; which some have car- 
ried so far as to fancy there were wheels in these feet, for 
the ark to run upon, which made it God's chariot, wherein 
he rode. But whoever heard of a chariot carried on men's 
shoulders? Therefore Nachmanides more reasonably con- 
ceives, that these rings were indeed in the corners of the 
ark, but not in the higher (as 11. Solomon would have 
them), but in the lower; and therefore said here to be in 
the feet. For the Scripture calling the top of every thing 
the head of it: the bottom is commonly there called the 
feet: and so the ark (by placing the rings and staves 
in the bottom) was carried on high upon the priests' 
shoulders, representing God, who is highly exalted. 

And two rings shall be on the % one side of it, and two 
rings on the other side of it.] That is, in the length of it 
(as Joscphus expressly testifies), and not in the breadth. 

Ver. 13. And thou shalt make staves of shittim-wood.] Of 
such a length that^the ark might be at a decent distance 
from those that carried it. 

And overlay them with gold.] With plates of gold, as the 
ark itself was, (ver. 11.) 

Ver. 14. And thou shalt put the staves into the rings, by 
the sides of the ark.] The Hebrews say these staves were 
ten cubits long. * 

That the ark may be borne with them.] Upon the shoul- 
ders of the Levitcs, particularly the sons of Korah. (See 
Numb. iv. 4—6, &c. vii. 9.) For it was a crime to carry 
it any other way, either in their hands, or drawn in a cart. 
(Compare 1 Chron. xiii. 7. with xv. 15.) 

Ver. 10. And the staves shall be in the rings of the ark.] 
Continue and remain in the rings, when they were once put 
therein. 

They shall not be taken from it.] When they set down 
the ark they were not to take out the staves, and put them 
in again when it was to be carried; but let them, as we 
said, continue in the rings : that there might be no danger 
of letting them fall (which had been a great irreverence), 
and because they would be best preserved, and take less 
harm there than any where else ; and if they had occasion 
to remove the ark suddenly all would be ready; and the 
Levites were hereby kept from touching the ark, or coming 
nearer to it than the ends of the staves. 

Ver. 16. And thou shalt put into the ark the testimony 
which I will give thee.] The two tables of stone, contain- 
ing the ten commandments, which arc called the testimony, 
and the two tables of testimony, (xxxi. IS.) because they 
testified what the will of God was, which they had con- 
sented to observe; and were therefore public, authentic 
instruments, attesting the covenant between God and them. 
Whence the ark which contained these is called the ark 
of the testimony, (as I observed above, ver. 10.) ver. 22. 
and in a great many other places of the fortieth chapter. 
And in one place it is called the testimony, (xxx. 36.) and 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord, (Dcut. x. 8.) because 
the ten words were the principal part of the covenant, to 
which they stood obliged. And perhaps the book of the 
covenant which Moses made witli them (xxiv. 7.) is com- 
prehended under the name of the testimony. For though 
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we read in 1 Kings viii. 9. there was nothing in the ark 
save the two tables of stone, &c. yet the apostle mentions 
some other things that were not in, yet by or before the 
ark, (Hebr. ix. 4.) But I assert nothing in this matter. 
And shall only further observe, that this direction, for put- 
ting the testimony (or tables of stone) into the ark, is given 
before any order is taken for making a covering to it, 
which follows after. And therefore ho was to piit in the 
law before the cover was set on. For though (ver. 21.) 
this be mentioned again, and put after the cover is named, 
yet the meaning is, that he should set on the cover, having 
put in the law. jtnd it is repeated, that he should be very 
careful of this, because the cherubims were to protect and 
defend it. 

Ver. 17. And thou shalt make a mercy •seat.'] The Hebrew 
word capporet literally signifies a covering of any thing : 
and that is the proper signification of this mercy-seat (as 
we translate it), which was the covering of the ark. For 
it had no door, but was open at the top, so that they might 
put the tables of the covenant into it, and then it was to be 
fastened above by this cover, which auy one may discern 
by it? dimensions was exactly fit for it. 

Others will have it called capporet, not from capar, to 
cover, but from tipper, to excipiate, and render propitious. 
And so, indeed, the apostle calls it IXaariiptov, the propi- 
tiatory ; because God here shewed himself to be propi- 
tious, and appeased by the blood of the sacrifices, which 
was sprinkled before this, place. But the reason of this 
translation may be, because when sins are pardoned they 
are said in Scripture to be covered. The LXX. put both 
these together in their translation, which is l\a<rrrjpiov hrtSepa. 

Of pure gold.] Not of wood crusted over with gold, but 
all (as Abarbinel speaks) of solid gold ; because it was the 
cover of the ark, in which were the tables of the covenant 
written with God's finger, than which nothing was more 
precious. 

Two cubits and a half shall be the length thereof, &c] 
Which was the length of the ark, (ver. 10.) as the breadth 
was a cubit and a half, both of that and this : which shews 
this was the cover of the ark, being most exactly adapted 
to it. 

Ver. 18. And thou shalt make two cherubims of gold.] 
We read of cherubims in the beginning of the world ; and 
have good reason to believe thereby is meant angels. (See 
Gen. iii. 24.) But in what shape they appeared we are 
not told; nor is there the least signification of it here in 
this place, but what we can gather from ver. 20 ; so that I 
can only say this, they were of such a shape as the angeli- 
cal ministers appeared in, which attended upon the Divine 
Majesty in the mount; or rather, such as God shewed 
Moses a pattern of, whereby to represent these heavenly 
ministers. For both the ark and all belonging to it were 
made according to the model God gave him; not from any 
Egyptian pattern, as some imagine. Bochart seems to me 
to speak judiciously, when hesaith there were not figures 
of angels, but rather emblems, whereby the angelical na- 
ture was in some sort expressed, (Hierozoic. par. i. lib. ii. 
cap. 25.) and were therefore ordered to be made, as Mai- 
monides conjectures, that the Jews might be confirmed in 
the belief of the existence of angels, which is the second 
article of their faith, next to the belief of God. And he 
commanded two to be made; because, if there had been 



but one, it might have led them into a dangerous error, that 
this was the figure of God, whereby they might have been 
inclined to worship it. But there being two of them or- 
dered, with this declaration, the Lord our God is one God, 
it led them into right thoughts, that God had many of these, 
angelical ministers. Thus he; MoreNevoch.par.iri.cap.45. 

Of beaten work shalt thou make them.] The Hebrew 
word miksheh, which we translate beaten ivork, signifies 
that.both of them should be made put of the same piece of 
gold that made the cover of the ark; so as to be one con- 
tinued work with that, not separate from it. This appears 
to. be true from the next verse, mm hacapporet; out of the 
mercy-seat shall ye make the clierubims, &c. or, from the 
mercy-seat shall they proceed, on the two ends ofit. 

Ver. 19. And n%ake one cherub on the. que end, and th$ 
other cherub on the other end.] This looks like tautology (saith 
Abarbinel) it being said in the foregoing words, in tlie two 
ends of the mercy-seat : but it is far from it; being a de- 
claration (as he takes it) that the cherubims should not be 
placed both on one side of the ark; no* so as not to be 
opposite one to the other : but one on one. side, and th<? 
other on the other side. 

Even of the mercy-seat shall ye make the cherubims, on the 
two ends thereof] They were not to be made separate from 
the mercy-seat, and afterwards joined to it, but to be xnade 
out ofit, so as to be one piece with it, (as was said, ver. 18.) 
which in the execution of this command appears very 
plainly, (xxxvii. 8.) 

Ver. 20. And the cherubims shall stretch forth their wings 
on high.] This shews they were made like flying creatures; 
but had not the resemblance of any fowl that we know. So 
Josephus, Zwa Trtrziva, fJtop<(>$ ouSevl rwv iv avSpwwwv iwpct- 
filvwv 7rapcnr\v<Ha, &c. flying animals, like to none of those 
which are seen by men ; but such as Moses saw figured in the 
throne of God ; when he beheld, he means, his Majesty in 
the mount, attended by the heavenly host, (lib. iii. Antiq. 
cap. 8.) and again, (lib. viii. cap. 2.) As for the cherubims, 
nobody can tell or conceive what they were like; ov&ic 
biroiai rtvt<z thruv ovSi dfcaoxu Svvarai. Some, indeed, think 
that we may understand from what Ezekicl saith of them 
their true figure ; and that they had the face of oxen. For 
that face which in Ezck, i. 10. is called the face of an ox, is 
afterward called, (x.14.) tlteface of a cherub. But it is to 
be considered, that there is no proof the cherubims here 
spoken of by Moses had the same face with those men- 
tioned by Ezekiel, but were rather a quite different repre- 
sentation. For here God was represented as dwelling, nay 
sitting, and abiding among the Israelites; but there as re- 
moving and departing quite away from his dwelling-place : 
and consequently, I conceive, his minister and attendants 
appeared then in quite different shapes from what they 
had now. 

Stretch forth their wings on high.] As being upon tl*c 
wing (to use our language), that is, ready to fly, whither 
they were ordered by the Divine Majesty. 

Covering the mercy-seat with their wings.] Their wings 
were not to lie close to their bodies, but to be raised up (as 
was said before) and spread : so that meeting together, they 
made, as it were, a seat over the ark, called the thrbne of 
God. 

Their faces shall look one to another.] To signify, saith 
Abarbinel, their mutual consent and concord. 
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Towards the mercy-seat shall the faces of the cherubims 
be.] They were so contrived that they looked downward, 
when they looked one to the other; to she\v(saith he) that 
they uere keepers of the law, which was under the mercy- 
seat. 

Ver. 21. And thou shah put the mercy-seat above upon the 
ark.] Having first put in the testimony which he gave him 
(as it here follows), then he was to set the mercy-seat upon 
the ark (within the crown which encompassed it) as a co- 
ver to it. (See ver. 1G.) 

Ver. 22. And there will I meet with thee.] When thou 
hast occasion to consult me, I will there bo present to com- 
municate my mind to thee : so Abarbinel. After the ark 
is made, and the law put into it, and the cover laid upon 
it, I will speak with thee from the midst of the mercy-seat, 
between the cherubims: so that thou shalt not need to 
come up hither any more into the mount to fetch down pro- 
phecy (as his phrase is), but I will give it thee from thence, 
and tell thee all that is to be taught Israel. (Seexxx. 6.) 

And I will commune with thee from above the mercy-seat, 
from between the two cherubims, &c] Here the glory of the 
Lord resided, between the cherubims; whose wings were 
the seat of the Divine Majesty ; as the cover of the ark be- 
forementioned was his footstool. For he is said to sit be- 
tween the cherubims, (Psalm Ixxx. 2.) and the ark is called 
Jiisfootstool,(Psalm xcix. 8. exxxii. 7.) This, therefore,be- 
ing that part of the sanctuary which was the place of his 
peculiar abode, where he is said to dwell, 1 Sam. iv.4. (see 
de Dieu there), when Moses had any occasion to consult 
him he was to resort hither ; where God promises to meet 
him, and confer with him from hence, as Ave read he did, 
Numb. vii. 89. 

Of all things which I will give thee in commandment unto 
the children of Israel.] This shews that he resided here as 
their Lord and Governor; the wings of the cherubims com- 
posing, his throne, whereon he sat as their King, to give or- 
ders for their government ; which more imperatorio de tri- 
bicnali loquebatur, he delivered from this supreme tribunal, 
after the manner of emperors (as Fortunatus Scacchus ex- 
presses it), or great princes, who were wont in all countries 
to have such magnificent thrones erected, from whence to 
speak to their subjects, (Myrothec. SacrorumEIeeochrysm. 
ii. cap. 3G.) 

Thus far he hath named only the furniture of the inward 
house and cabinet of the Divine Majesty, called the holy 
of holies. Now follows the principal furniture of the out- 
ward house, called the holy place. 

,Ver. 23. Thou shalt also make a table.] Which is a ne- 
cessary part of the furniture of a house, and therefore 
here ordered to be made in token of God's dwelling among 
them, (ver. 8.) 

Of shittim-wood.] Of the same materials with the ark, 
(ver. 10.) 

Two cubits shall be the length thereof, &c] It was nei- 
ther so long nor so broad as the ark, but of the very same 
height, (ver. 10.) Josephus, to make the Greeks appre- 
hend its fashion, saith, it was like the famous table at 
Delphi, (lib. iii. Antiq. cap. 9.) which, if it be true, was 
made, it seems, in imitation of the table of Moses. 

Ver. 24. A7id thou shalt overlay it with pure gold.] Just 
,as the ark was; (see ver. 10.) and therefore it is probable 
that the lower parts of it, as well as the upper, and the feet 



also, were plated with gold, so that it might be called a 
golden table. 

And make thereto a croivn of gold round about.] See 
ver. 10. where the same is directed for the ark: and this 
had the same use, to keep what was set upon the table from 
slipping ofFand falling on the ground. 

Ver. 25. And thou shalt make unto i7.] That is, to the 
crown of gold, as Fortunatus Scacchus understands it, 
though others refer it to the table. 

A border of a hand-breadth round about.] Which came 
down below the crown or cornice, as they now speak. 
Though some think this border was towards the bottom, to 
join the feet more firmly together. 

And thou shalt make a golden crown to the border thereof 
round about.] Wheresoever this border was (which I sup- 
pose was plated with gold), like the table, it had a crown, 
or a cornice, as an ornament to it. For this crown was 
different from that mentioned in the foregoing verse ; and 
w T as under the border (as the other'crown was above it), as 
Fortunatus Scacchus apprehends it, (Myrothec. ii. cap. 38.) 

Ver. 26. And thou shalt make for it four ri?igs of gold.] 
As there were for the ark, (ver. 12.) only they were to be 
cast, these to be made : but how we are not told. 

And put the rings in the four corners that are on the 
four feet thereof] The Hebrew word here for corners al- 
ways hath that signification ; being quite different from 
that word which is used ver. 12. when he speaks of the 
ark: which may w T elI incline us to Josephus's opinion, 
that these rings were not below, as they Were in the ark, 
but on the upper part of the feet of the table; so that it 
was not carried up on high, as the ark was, but hung down 
between the priests, on w T hose shoulders the staves rested. 

Ver. 27. Over against the border shall the rings be, &c] 
Just below the border and the cornice beforementioned 
(ver. 25.) were these rings to be placed ; as the border and 
its cornice were placed below the upper crown (or cornice) 
which compassed the top of the table, (ver. 24.) 

For places of the staves to bear the table.] This expresses 
the use of the rings. 

Ver. 28. And thou shalt make the staves of shittim-wood, 
and overlay them with gold.] Such as were made for the 
carriage of the ark, (ver. 13.) 

That the table may be borne with them.] By the priests 
upon their shoulders. For the tabernacle being a moveable 
house, there were frequent occasions, as they journeyed 
from one place to another, to carry this table along with 
them, as they did all other things belonging to the house 
of God. 

It is not ordered that the staves should remain in the 
rings, as they did in those belonging to the ark, (ver. 15.) 
because they might have been a hinderance to the priests 
in their ministration at this table every day. Therefore it 
is likely, they were laid up in some place near it, and put 
in when they travelled, as they were ordered to be, (Numb. 
iv. G.) 

Ver. 29. And thou shalt make the dishes thereof] It is 
not easy to give an account either of the form or of the 
use of these keharoth, which we translate dishes, i. e. pa- 
tins, whereon to put the bread, which were twelve loaves, 
(Lev. xxiv. G.) and the frankincense which was to be set 
upon each row of loaves, (ver. 7.) This is a plain sense, 
if the loaves stood upon dishes, and not immediately upon 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. XXV.] 



UPON EXODUS, 



281 



the table, as Fortunatus Scacchus thinks they did: and 
therefore imagines they were full of fine flour, of which the 
bread was made; or with oil which was to be mingled and 
used in their sacrifices. But this is more unlikely than the 
other, the flour not being kept here in the holy place, but 
in the outward court; and his reason for it is not solid; 
which is, that the heads of their tribes offered every one 
of them a silver charger, (so we render the same word we 
here translate a dish, Numb, vii.) full of fine flour mingled 
with oil. But those were not for the use of this table, on 
which such large dishes or chargers could not stand, there 
being no room foF them. Therefore at last he fancies them 
to have been salt-sellers, which were set upon the table to- 
gether with the bread, being used at all meals. And Philo, 
as he observes, seems to be of this opinion, who, speaking 
of this table (in his third book of the Life of Moses), saith, 
l<p* fa aprot kcu a\*g, upon it tvere loaves and salts: from 
whence he conjectures there were two salt-dishes at least. 
(See his MyrotheciumSacror.Elaeochrysm.lib.ii. cap. 41.) 

And spoons thereof, ,] If this be a true interpretation 'of 
the Hebrew word cappoth, their use was to put incense 
into the dishes, and to take it out : for that they contained 
incense is evident from Numb. vii. 14. 20. 26. &c. Which 
makes the forenamed author think this word should rather 
be rendered vials, which Pollux numbers among the sacred 
vessels; and it is plain were used in offering incense in the 
temple: for St. John saw the twenty-four elders, having 
every one of them golden vials full of odours, or incense, 
(Rev. v. 8.) whence it is the LXX. translate this word 
QviaKCLi. The form of which Fort. Scacchus, in the place 
forcmentioncd, hath adventured to describe. 

And covers thereof] Wherewith both the loaves and the 
incense were covered. So it is commonly understood. But 
Fortunatus Scacchus endeavours at large to prove that the 
Hebrew word kesoth is rightly translated by the LXX. 
owovdua, which were vessels used in itheir libamina, when 
they poured wine upon the sacrifice, or upon the altar, 
when they sacrificed. For authors do not agree w r hen this 
was done ; some saying the wine was poured out after 
the sacrifice was slain, and laid on the altar ; others, that 
it was most commonly done before. The manner being, 
first to throw frankincense into the fire on the altar, then to 
pour out the wine, and then the sacrifice was slain. In 
which order Homer and Ovid report it, as Cuperus ob- 
serves in his Apotheosis Homeri, p. 71. However this be, 
it is certain, fromHesychius, Pollux, and Suidas, that<x7rov- 
Saov signifies such a vessel : and Josephus saith, that when 
Pompey went into the holy place, he saw there such ves- 
sels as these, together with the table and candlestick, 
\vxviuv rt, Kal Xvxvovg, ical rpa-rri^av, teal tnrovdua, teal Svfiia- 
T//ota, &c. (lib. i. deBello Jud. cap. 5.) The only objection 
against this is, that there was no use for such vessels in 
that place. To which I think it may be truly answered, 
that it was fit notwithstanding God's house should be fur- 
nished with all kinds of utensils. 

And bowls thereof] So St. Jerome understands the He- 
brew word menakioth, which, following the LXX. he 
translates cyathos: the form of which Fortunatus Scac- 
chus (in his forenamed book, cap. 44.) hath endeavoured 
to make out, and establish this as the certain meaning of 
the word. But it is very hard to tell of what use they were 
here, where no drink was used: and yet our marginal 
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translation of the next word seems to favour it, making 
these to pour out ivithaL And, indeed, the Hebrew word 
signifies both to cover and to pour out. But' the former 
seems most proper here, unless we take these to have been 
bowls (or such-like vessels) set here merely to signify more 
completely, that God kept house among them (as we speak) 
they being part of the furniture of a table. 

Others think they were stands, upon which the dishes of 
bread were set. ; ' 

To cover withal.] If we allow of this translation, and it 
relate to the word bowls immediately preceding, then it 
signifies these vessels were a larger sort of covers. Or it 
may refer to the whole; that all the forenamed vessels 
were made to cover the table entirely. But the marginal 
translation being also agreeable to the Hebrew text, it 
may possibly declare the use of the forenamed vessels, 
which was to pour out withaL For in their libamina there 
were several sorts of these vessels used among the gen- 
tiles ; one only to taste the wine before the sacrifice, which 
Scacchus thinks was that the Romans called simpulum: 
another to pour it upon the sacrifice when it was offered, 
which they called guttus, because it had a narrow mouth, 
out of which the wine came out by little and little. 

Out of pure gold shalt thou make them.] All things in this 
part of the house were of gold, that the royal palace of 
their King might be most sumptuously furnished, suitable 
to the greatness of his majesty. 

Ver. 30. And thou shalt set upon the table shew-bread.] 
In the Hebrew, bread of the face, or presence; because it 
was set before the ark of the covenant where God was pre- 
sent. The forementioned Fort. Scacchus thinks the hea- 
then from hence borrowed their custom of setting sacred 
loaves before Ceres, in her feast called Thesmophoria, as 
he observes out of Athenseus, lib. iii. Deipnosoph. cap. 25; 
and other places. (Vid. Myrothec. ii. Sacr. Elaeochrysm/ 
cap. 39.) '■ 

Before me alway.] These loaves constantly stood upon 
the table (new ones being brought, when the old ones were 
removed, every sabbath-day) before the Divine Majesty;, a 
cloth being spread upon it, whereon these and all the fore- 
named things M r ere set, (Numb. iv. 7.) And they were 
twelve of them in all, representing the twelve tribes of 
Israel, whose offering these were to God, whose ministers 
ate them in the holy pl^ce, (Lev. xxiv. 5. 7 — 9.) They 
were set in two rows, one piled upon another, as Josephus 
represents them. 

When Maimonides wrote his More Nevochim, he con- 
fesses (pan iii. cap. 5.) to that day he was ignorant of the 
reason of this table, and the bread continually upon it. 
Which is very strange, when at the beginning of these 
directions God had declared he would have a house built 
that he might dwell among them, (ver. 8.) which dwelling 
among them was admirably represented, by its having in 
it all things belonging to a dwelling-house, particularly 
a table and bread (signifying all provision), whereby they 
were made to understand that God, as was said before,' 
kept house among them. Which nobody hath explained 
so well as an incomparable writer of pur own, Dr. Cud- 
worth, in a discourse put out long ago, concerning the 
Right Notion of the Lord's Supper, cap. vi. where he ob- 
serves, out of Nachman, that there was a tabic and 
candlestick ordered for this house, because they were tho 
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ordinary furniture of a room. For which reason the table 
had its dishes, spoons, bowls, and covers (though they 
were never used), and was always furnished with bread 
upon it; as the candlestick also had lamps continually 
burning. From hence it was, likewise, that there was a 
continual fire in this dwelling of God upon his altar. 
And, to carry on the notion thoroughly, constant meat and 
provision brought to it, by the sacrifices there offered. 
Which were partly consumed by fire upon God's own 
altar; and partly eaten by the priests, who were God's 
domestic servants, and therefore to be maintained by him. 
And besides the flesh of the beast offered up in sacrifice, 
there was a mincha, or meat-offering, made of flour and 
oil ; together with a drink-offering, which were ever joined 
with the daily burnt-sacrifice, being the bread and the 
drink which were to go along with God's meat. So the 
sacrifices are called in the first of Malachi. It was also 
strictly commanded, as we read in Leviticus, that salt 
should accompany every sacrifice and oblation; because 
it was not fit, as the same Nachman observes, that God's 
meat should be unsavoury. And all these ^wcrc to be con- 
sumed on the altar only, by the holy fire which came 
down from heaven, because they were God's portion, and 
therefore to be consumed by himself in an extraordinary 
manner. 

There are those of the Jews who look upon this bread 
set on God's table as an acknowledgment that they re- 
ceived their food from God. And we may add, that this 
bread being made of the same corn, which they ate of 
themselves, is still farther represented to them, that they 
were God's convivce: who continually entertained them 
with that provision which was made for him. 

Ver. 31. And thou shalt make a candlestick of pure gold.'] 
Another necessary piece of furniture for a house; espe- 
cially when there were no windows in it 

Of beaten gold shall it be made.] Not hollow, but of solid 
gold. 

His shaft.] The main body or trunk of it. 

And his branches.] Which shot as it were out of the 
trunk. 

Hisboivls.] Or cups: for so the word gebieha is trans- 
lated, Gen. xlv. 1. 5. and they were in the fashion of an 
almond, as it is ordered, (ver. 33.) 

His knops.] Round like an apple or pomegranate ; as 
the w r ord caphtoreha signifies. 

And his flowers.] The Vulgar translates it lilies: but the 
word properly signifies the blossoms of trees. 

Shall be of the same.] All of gold, though not all of one 
piece: for, as Fort. Scacchus not unreasonably conjec- 
tures, these several parts of the candlestick were separable 
one from another, when there was occasion to remove it 
from one place to another. (See his Myrothcc. Sacr. Elaeo- 
chrysm, cap. 46.) 

Ver. 32. And six branches shall come out of the sides of 
it, 8ccj In this and the following verses he describes how 
all the abovenamed parts should be disposed so as to 
make the candlestick appear glorious. And first he here 
directs that three branches should come out of each side of 
the main trunk or shaft. 

Ver. 33. Three bowls made like unto almonds, ivith a 
hiop and a flower in one branch, &c.] Next he orders that 
every branch of the six should have three bowls (or cups, 



as I said before), into which, perhaps, tho snuff was to fall: 
and between every one of theit v a knop and a flower. And 
the cups were to be of the figure of an almond. 

So in the six branches.] AVhich were to be all alike. 
, That come out of the candlestick.] i. e. Out of the trunk; 
which is here and in the next verso called the candlestick: 
because it was the main part of it, which supported all the 
branches. 

Ver. 34. And in the candlestick.] L e. In the main trunk 
or shaft, out of which the branches proceeded. 

Shall be four bowls like to almonds, with their knops and 
their flowers.] The branches were to have but three bowls 
and as many knops and flowers ; but the shaft or trunk was 
to have four of each : it being longer than the branches that 
came out of it. 

Ver. 35. And there shall be a knop under two branches 
of the same, &c] This being repeated twice, signifies that 
tike knops should be so contrived, that out of three of them 
should arise two branches, one on the one side, and one 
on the other. So that out of the fourth knop, which I sup- 
pose was tho lowermost, there w r as no branch at all ; but 
that, with the cup and flo'wer, were the ornament of that 
part of the.shaft which was under the branches. 

That proceeded put of tlie candlestick.] i. e. Out of tho 
shaft or main trunk, (ver, 34.) 

Ver. 36. Their knops and their branches shall be of the 
same, &c.] No difference between them ; but all solid, not 
hollow work, of pure gold. 

Here is nothing said of the foot of it ; which was no ques- 
tion proportionable to the rest. Nor doth he mention the 
length of the start or trunk: but Fortunatus Scacchus ad- 
ventures to guess that it was near double the height of the 
table, and of the altar of incense, which made it look ma- 
jestically; and yet did not raise it so much as to damnify 
the roof of the tabernacle, (Myrothcc. ii. cap. 45. p. 439.) 

Ver. 37. And thou shalt make the seven lamps thereof] 
i. e. Cause them to be made. But of what metal it is not 
said ; most likely of gold, as well as the tongs, and the 
other things mentioned, ver. 38. The form is not hero 
prescribed, which the forenamed Scacchus (Myrothcc. i. 
cap. 7.) thinks was like an almond. 

And they shall light the lamps thereof] They whose work 
it is, viz. the priests, (xxx. 7, 8. Lev. xxiv. 3, 4.) 

That tliey may give light over against it.] That is, over 
against the candlestick (as some will have it), the six 
branches all inclining to the trunk in the middle. But here 
he speaks of the seven lamps, not of six only, which gave 
light over against some other thing, which I take to be the 
table. For it is plain, byxxvi. 35. and xl. 24. that the 
candlestick was placed over against the table, being on,the 
south side of the house, as the table w r as on the north. (See 
Numb. viii. 2.) 

Ver. 38. And the tongs thereof] Or snuffers, belonging 
to it: which Scacchus (both in his first and second Myro- 
theciuin) probably proves were not of such a form as aro 
now in use ; but were only little tongs or scissars, whereby 
the lamps were clipped to make tlicm shine more brightly, 
(Myrothcc. i. cap. 10. and ii. cap. 4G. p. 455.) 

And snuff-dishes.] In which the snuffers and the snuflings 
of the lamps were put; and for the latter use he thinks 
they had water in them. 

Shall be of pure gold.] It was most for the magnificence 
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of this house, and becoming the Divine Majesty who 
dwelt there, that the meanest thing therein should be made 
of pure gold. 

Vct. 39. Of a talent of pure gold shall he make it, with 
all these vessels.] A talent was three thousand shekels, as' 
will appear afterward : which how much it makes of our 
money, see xxxviii. 25. 

Ver. 40. And look that thou make all after their pattern.'] 
Take care to observe that precept which I have already 
given, (ver. 9.) and now repeat again; that every one of 
these things be made according to that model which I set 
before thee. For Ood would have nothing left to the fancy 
of the people, whom he knew" were too much inclined to 
the gentile superstition. And if Moses had not been de- 
termined by Divine prescription, they would have been 
apt in all these things to have interpdsed their own in- 
ventions. 

Which was shelved thee in the mount.] By this it still 
plainly appears, that Moses saw not only the house, but 
all the furniture belonging to it, set up in the mount be- 
fore him, just as he afterward set it up below among the 
people. 

CHAP. XXVI. 

Ver. 1. jWLOIIEOVER.] From the furniture he proceeds 
to the house \ and first orders him how to make the inward 
part of it. 

TIiou shall make me a tabernacle.] The Hebrew word 
mischcan properly signifies a place to dwell in; a habita- 
tion, (according to what was said xxv. 8.) For this was 
the place of the Schechinah (which comes from the same 
root with mischcan), which dwelt here as in its house. But 
it is commonly translated a tabernacle, only to signify what 
kind of dwelling it w r as, viz. a portable house, as Philo 
calls it, <popirrov Upov : which might be taken down, and re- 
moved from one place to another, and set up again, without 
any damage to it. 

With ten curtains.] These were so many pieces of tapes- 
try (as we now call them), with which this tent was hung 
on the sides, and covered at the top. 

Of fine twined linen.] Concerning fine linen, see xxv. 4. 
and concerning twined linen, see xxviii. 6. 

Blue, purple, and scarlet.] i. e. Yarn died of these co- 
lours. (See xxv. 4.) 

With chembims.] It is uncertain what figure these were 
of. (Sec xxv. 18.) 

Of cunning work shalt thou make them.] There were two 
sorts of work more artificial than ordinary: the one called 
choscheb (which is that here mentioned), the other rokem, 
which we translate needle-work. The former was the most 
excellent; for it was done by weaving, and had figures on 
both sides: whereas that by needle-work had only on one 
side, as Jarchi here notes. Who says there was, suppose 
the figure of a lion on one side, and of an eagle on the 
other: or rather, he should have said, the same figure ap- 
peared on both sides, as Maimonides seems to take it, in 
his Kele Hammikdah, cap. 8. " Wheresoever any work 
is called rokem in Scripture, it is to be understood of 
figures which are made only on one side of the web: bat' 
the work called choscheb had figures on both sides, before 
and behind." (See xxviii. 39.) 
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Ver. 2. The length of one curtain shall be eiqht-and- 
twenty cubits, Sec.] Every one of these curtains were four- 
teen yards long, and two yards broad : for a cubit was 
half a yard of our measure, according to common estima- 
tion. It was some inches more, as I have observed on 
xxv. 10. But to make the reader more easily comprehend 
it, I shall not exactly compute the length and breadth of 
these curtains, but follow the vulgar opinion. And with 
these, it will appear afterward, both the roof of the taber- 
nacle was covered, and the sides of it likewise, almost 
down to the ground, that is, within a cubit of it, as Josephus 
£aith, and as may be made out. from the text: the taber- 
nacle (according to the common notion of a cubit) being 
fifteen yards long, five -yards broad, and as many yards 

Every one of the curtains shall have one measure.] Be ex- 
actly of the same length and breadth. . , . . 

Ver. 3, The five curtains shall tie coupled together, one 
to another: and other five* curtains, one to another.] Being 
thus sewed together, often curtains (each of which, as was 
said before, was fourteen yards long, and two yards broad) 
was made two large pieces of tapestry; each of them four- 
teen yards long, and ten yards broadi With one of these 
pieces of tapestry the holy place was covered, it being 
just so many yards broad as that place was long; so that 
it did not come down before at the east end, which was the 
entrance of the sanctuary. The other piece of tarjestry co- 
vered the holy of holies: which being but five yards 
long, one half of this piece hung down behind it at the 
west end and touched the silver bases. 

Ver. 4. And thou shalt make loops of blue upon the edge 
of the one curtain, &c] These two great curtains being 
made by sewing five lesser together, the loops were not 
woven with the curtains, but tacked to the selvage of the 
outermost of them; and were made of blue tape. 

In the coupling.] In that part of the great curtains where* 
they were to be coupled together. 

Ver. 5. Fifty loops shalt thou make in the one curtain, 
&c] Each of those great pieces of tapestry had fifty loops, 
answering one to another so exactly, that they might take 
hold one of another. 

Ver. 6. And thou shalt make fifty taches of gold, &c] By 
these golden clasps the loops were so linked together, that 
the two great pieces of tapestry made but one covering. 
Which is the meaning of the following words. 

And it shall be one tabernacle.] By this union the cover- 
ing of the tabernacle shall be as if it were one entire piece. 

Ver. 7. And thou shalt make.] Now he gives directions 
about the outward part of the house. 

Curtains of goats' hair.] Though a soft kind of cloth was 
made of goats' hair, yet, in comparison with the other, it 
was a coarser sort of covering, to be laid over the finer bc- 
forementioned, for their preservation and sheltering from 
the weather. The old Arabians, called Scenitce, made 
their tents of goats' hair; for Solinus calls them Cilicina, 
which he interprets caprarum pilis texta. Concerning the 
word we translate goats* hair, see xxv. 4. 

To be a covering upon the tabernacle.] By tabernacle in 
the foregoing words, (ver. 6.) seems to be meant the cover- 
ing of the tabernacle, which was of one entire piece. And 
so it is to be understood here, where a second covering is 
ordered to be thrown over the first. 
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Elevm curtains shaft thou make.] There was one more of 
these camlet curtains (as I may call them) than of the 
tapestry, which were but ten. 

Vcr. 8. And the length of one curtain shall be thirty cw- 
bits.] As there was one curtain more of these, so they were 
one yard longer than the former. 

And the breadth of one curtain four cubits.] This was the 
breadth of the former, vcr. 2. (where sec what a cubit was) 
but there being one curtain more of these than of the other, 
they were two yards broader than them when they were 
all joined together. Insomuch, that they both came down 
lower than the other, on cither side, half-a-yard ; and also 
hung down a yard before the entrance of the tabernacle, 
which the former did not cover at all. 

Ver. 9. And thou shall couple five curtains by themselves, 
and six curtains by themselves.] They were to be coupled 
together after the same manner as the former, that they 
might mate two large pieces : but there being eleven cur- 
tains in all, there were but five in one piece, and six in the 
other. 

And shall double the sixth curtain in the fore-front of the 
tabernacle.] The meaning seems to be, that he should turn 
up that part of the curtain which hung down at the entrance 
of the tabernacle. 

Ver. 10. And thou shall make fifty loops, &c] This may 
be sufficiently understood by what was said concerning the 
loops of the other covering, vcr. 4, 5. 

Ver. 11. And thou shalt make fifty taches of brass, &c] 
The two great pieces of the inner hangings, being the richer, 
were coupled together with clasps of gold, (ver. 6.) but 
these, being coarser/ only with clasps of brass. Which did 
not lie directly over the golden, but, as Dr. Lightfoot ob- 
serves, were three-quarters of a yard more westward; these 
two large pieces not being of an equal bigness. 

And couple the tent together.] i. e. These outward hang- 
ings or coverings (as we translate the word ohel, ver. 7.) of 
the-tent. 

That it may be one.] That the two pieces may be knit to- 
gether, by the loops and clasps, into one. Sec yen 6. where 
this place is there called mischcan (dwelling), which is here 
called ohel; to shew more clearly whatjpnd of dwelling it 
was ; an ambulatory house, such as shepherds have, which 
they remove from place to place, (Gen. iv. 20.) 

Vcr. 12. And the remnant that remaineth of the curtains 
of the tent, the half curtain that remaineth, shall Jiang over 
the back-side of the tabernacle.]Thcsc outward curtains be- 
ing four cubits, that is, two yards and more broader than 
the inward, they hung down above a yard lower than the 
other on the back-side (or west-part) of the tabernacle, as 
they did on the front or entrance, (I observed before, ver. 8.) 
which was on the cast. 

Ver. 13. And a cubit on the one side, and a cubit on the 
other side, of that ivhicli remaineth in the length of the cur- 
tains of the tent, it shall hang over the sides of the taberna- 
cle, &c] These outward curtains being a yard (as two 
cubits arc commonly esteemed) longer than the inward, as 
appears from vcr. 8. they hung down, therefore, on cither 
side a cubit, that is, half a yard lower than the inward did. 
And yet they did not come quite to the ground, but the 
foundation of the tabernacle, which was of silver, might be 
seen round about, save only at the west end. 

Ver. 14. And thou shalt make a covering for the tent of 



rams 9 skitis died red.] This was a third covering to be laid 
over the other two, to keep ther^ from wet. It is not said 
of what dimensions it was, which hath made some fancy it 
covered only the roof. But it is far more reasonable to 
think that it was as large as the foregoing covering of 
goats' hair; which might have been spoiled by rain and 
dust, if the sides had not been defended as well as the roof. 
Concerning these rams 9 skins, sec xxv. 5. 

And a covering above.] That is, a fourth covering above 
that of rams' skins, for the greater security of the two in- 
most hangings; whichhadnced of all this defence, especially 
on the roof; because it was flat, and consequently the rain 
was more likely to soak into it. 

Of badgers* skins.] I observed on xxv. 5. that all the an- 
cient interpreters take thachas for a colour, and not for a 
badger, or any other animal. For which there is this con- 
siderable argument, which I did not there mention ; that 
when God sets forth his extraordinary kindness to Israel, 
as his beloved spouse, and shews in many magnificent ex- 
pressions how richly he adorned her, he saith, among other 
things, that he shod her with thachas, which wc translate 
badgers' skins; of which the meanest people never made any 
use for shoes : and therefore Bochartus rightly concludes it 
signifies something of greater value, viz. rams' skins died 
of a kind of purple colour. 

Ver. 15. Thou shalt make boards for the tabernacle.] 
Or planks, which were the walls of the house. 

Of shitlim-ivood.] See xxv. 5. 

Standing up.] Erect upon one end, and not lying side- 
ways. 

Vcr. 16. Ten cubits shall be thejength of a board.] By 
this it appears the house (according to the vulgar opinion 
of a cubit) was but five yards in height. (Sec vcr. 18.) 

And a cubit and a half shall be the breadth of one board.'] 
Three quarters broad; by which* (compared with vcr. IS.) 
it will appear how long the house was. 

Ver. 17. Two tenons shall there be on one board, &c] 
The Hebrews call them hands; because they were so made 
as to take fast hold of the sockets mentioned, vcr. 11). 

Set in order one against another.] They were in each 
corner of every plank, at the bottom of it. 

Ver. 18. And thou shalt make, &c. twenty boards on the 
south side southward.] By this it appears the tabernacle 
was thirlifcubits, that is (according to common estimation) 
fifteen yards long; each of these twenty boards being three 
quarters of a yard broad. Bkt this seems not to be mag- 
nificent enough ; and therefore it is more reasonable to fol- 
low their computation, who think the Jewish cubit was 
three iiiches and more longer than our half yard. Which 
makes the tabernacle near half as big again, both in length 
and height, than it is commonly described. (See xxv. 10,) 

Vcr. 19. And thou shalt make forty sockets of silver un- 
der the twenty boards, &c.]' # There were two silver sock- 
ets for each plank, whose tenons sinking into these mor- 
tises, the middle of the planks settled upon these bases, as 
the foundation of the house. For so the Hebrew word adon 
imports ; signifying that which supports another thing 
which stands upon it. And these seem to have been so 
large, that two sockets were as long as each plank was 
broad, that is, three quarters of a yard; and being joined 
close together, they made one entire foundation, though 
consisting of several pieces. 
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Ver. 20. And for the second side of the tabernacle, on the 
north side, there shall be twenty boards.] This verse, and 
the next, only direct that the north side of the tabernacle 
should be answerable to the. south. 

Ver. 22. And for the sides of the tabernacle westward.] 
The Hebrew word we translate sides, should rather be 
translated ends. For *]T, when it is applied to an inanimate 
thing, signifies the end, the term, or extremity of it. As Gen. 
xlix. 13. we translate it, a border, and the LXX. in Isa. 
xxxvii. 24. translate it, ra t<rx aTa > ^ ie extreme parts of Le- 
banon. And so both the Chaldee paraphrasts in this place 
explain it, by thetnds of the tabernacle tvestward ; for the 
entrance was on the east, and the end of it on the west. 

Thou shalt make six boards.] Of the same breadth with 
the other, which made them four yards and a half, accord- 
ing to the vulgar notion of a cubit. 

Hitherto there is no direction about the entrance, or east 
end ; which is reserved till the last. 

Ver. 23. And two boards shalt thou make for the corners 
of the tabernacle on the two sides.] Besides the six planks 
beforementioned, there was a plank at each corner, winch 
joined the end of the tabernacle and the two sides together; 
and made the whole building stronger and more steadfast. 
How broad they were he doth not tell us ; but I suppose 
only large enough to make the west end five yards broad, 
that is, each of them half a cubit. 

Ver. 24. And they shall be coupled together beneath, and 
they shall be coupled together above the head of it, unto one 
ring, Sec] To make all more firm, these two corner planks 
(for of them he seems here to speak) were to be knit to the 
other planks, both at the top and at the bottom, with a golden 
link. Some think every plank was thus linked to the next 
(whence they are here called twins), for the strengthening 
the whole fabric : but if this be true it is not clearly ex- 
pressed. 

Ver. 25. And they shall be eight boards, and their sockets 
of silver, &c] Thus there were eight planks in all at the 
west end, (ver. 22, 23.) whose tenons struck into the mor- 
tises of sixteen silver bases. (See ver. 19.) 

Ver. 2G. And thou shalt make bars of shittim-wood.] Be- 
sides the links of gold which held the boards together, at 
the top and at the bottom, there were also wooden bars, 
which run into staples of gold, which were fastened in every 
plank, as it follows, (ver. 29.) 

Five for the boards of the one side of the tabernacle.] There 
were five of these bars on each side, (ver. 27.) whereby the 
planks were held tight together. Of what length they were, 
is not here said \ but Josephus tells us, they were each five 
cubits. 

Ver. 27. And five bars for the boards of the tabernacle for 
the two sides westward.] Besides those on the north and 
south sides (mentioned in the latter end of ver. 26. and the 
beginning of this), there were five at the west end. For so 
it should be translated, not the two sides (for there was but 
one) but the two ends; that is, the two corners at the west 
part of the tabernacle, which was much strengthened by 
these bars. Or the plural number (as is usual) is put for 
the singular ; this being the end wherein two sides termi- 
nated. 

Ver. 28. And the middle bar.] This seems to intimate 
that the other four were at the top and at the bottom; and 
this in the midst of the planks. 



In the midst of the boards shall reach from end to end.] 
The Hebrew doctors, whom Dr. Lightfoot follows, take 
this as if it signified that this bar went through the very 
planks which were bored in the midst. But then the planks 
must have been of such a thickness, as would have made 
^ them less portable than this tabernacle seems to have 
been ; for they would have been timber rather than planks. 
I take it therefore that this was a long bar, which reached 
from end to end, and went through staples, which were 
in the middle of the planks, as the other did above and 
below. The only question is, whether these bars were 
in the inside of. the tabernacle, or the outside? It seems 
most probable they were without, under the coverings ; for v 
they had not been so sightly within. 

Ver. 29. And thou shalt overlay the boards with gold.] 
If they were overlaid with plates of gold, it made them 
very heavy; unless we suppose the plates to have been 
very thin. Others, therefore, take it, that they were only 
gilded. 

And make their rings of gold, for places for the bars,kc] 
The staples were of massy gold into which the bars went ; 
which were also either overlaid with plates of gold, or 
gilded. 

Ver. 30. And thon shalt rear up the tabernacle, according 
to the fashion thereof, which was shewed thee in the mount. "] 
When all these materials were prepared, then he is here 
commanded to set it up, according to the model which 
was shewn him now in the mount. (See xxv. 40.) 

Ver. 31. And thou shalt make a veil of blue, &c] Con- 
cerning these colours, see xxv. 5. and of fine linen, xxv. 
4. of twined linen, xxviii. 6. 

Cunning ivork.] It. Solomon here repeats what he said 
before on ver. 1. that the work called choscheb was so arti- 
ficial, that it had not only figures on both sides, but those 
different one from the other : for example, on one side a 
lion, on the other an eagle. Josephus saith, all sorts of 
flowers, and other ornaments, were wrought in this veil, 
except only the figures of animals. , 

With cherubims shalt thou make them.] See xxv. 18. 
This veil seems to have been of the same work with the 
rest of the inward hangings of the tabernacle, mentioned 
ver. 1. unless we suppose that in them the cherubims only 
were of cunning work. But I take the whole work of this 
veil to have been of that sort ; the chembims being in the 
midst of all sorts of flowers and other pictures. 

The Hebrew word paroketh, which we translate veil, 
coming from perek, which signifies hardness and rigour, 
(Exod. i. 13, 14.) it hath made some conclude, that this 
veil was of a great thickness (the Hebrews say four fingers), 
which makes it the more wonderful that it was torn in 
sunder at our Saviour's passion. Certain it is, that it was so 
thick that none could look through it into the holy of holies. 

Ver. 32. And thou shalt hang it upon four pillars of shit- 
tim-wood, overlaid with gold.] This is a sign that it was 
thick and heavy, there being four pillars to support it, wbich 
stood at an equal distance one from another. Of shittim- 
ivood, see xxv. 5. It is uncertain whether the pillars were 
plated over with gold, or only gilt. 

Tlieir hooks shall be of gold.] Some will have the word 
vavehim to signify the heads of the pillars; for so "the 
LXX. call them Kvpakilts. But it literally signifies hooks 
(as we translate it), in the form of the letter vau, which 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



286 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap. XXVII. 



were on the top of the pillars, upon which tho veil was 
hung ; as appears from the next verse. 

Upon four sockets of silver.'] As the tops of the pillars 
were of gold, so they stood upon pedestals of silver. 

Vcr. 33. And thou shalt hang np the veil under the taches.] 
The golden clasps that knit together the two great pieces 
of hangings, (vcr. C.) were just between the holy and the 
most holy place: so that the veil, which separated these two, 
hung exactly under these clasps. 

That thou mayest bring in thither, within the veil, the ark 
of the testimony.'] A separate place being made by this veil, 
the ark was to be brought into it, (seexxv. 16. 22.) and set 
at the west end of it. 

And the veil shall divide unto you between the holy place 
and the most holy.] It made a partition of the tabernacle, 
into two parts; one of which was the holy place, into which 
none but the priests might enter; and the other the most 
holy, into which none but the high-priest might enter, and 
that but once in the year. The most holy place was but 
a third part of the tabernacle ; being a perfect square, five 
yards high, and as many long and broad ; according to the 
common opinion concerning a cubit. 

Vcr. 34. And thou shalt put the mercy-seat.] See xxv. 17. 

Upon the ark oftlie testimony, in themost holy place.] This 
being the most precious testimonial of God's presence with 
them was put in the most secret place of God's house. Jnst 
as the palladium, or whatsoever other sacred thing it was of 
which the Vestal virgins were the conservators (for Diodorus 
Siculus saith he could not certainly tell, nor did he think it 
became a religious man to inquire into that which was in- 
tended to be a secret), was kept in the inmost part of thetem- 
plc of Vesta, which was called Penus, as wo arc told by Fes- 
tus ; who saith, " Penus vocabatur, locus ultimus in eede 
Vestas, tegetibus septus," &c. Into this place none but tho 
Vestal virgins and the Pontifex Maximus might go \ as Lip- 
sius observes in his Syntagma de Vesta et Vestalibus, cap. 4. 

Ver. 35. And thou shalt set the table without the veil, &c] 
This verse only directs how the table and the candlestick 
(which were ordered to be made, xxv. 23. 31.) should be set 
in the holy place, which was without the veil; one of them 
on the south side, and the other on the north side over 
against it. But whether in the middle of the holy place, or 
more towards the upper end, is not said. 

Vcr. 3G. And thou shalt make a hanging for the door of 
the tent.~] Now directions are given about the entrance of 
the tabernacle ; before which he orders a curtain to be hung. 
Which may be called the first veil, with respect to that be- 
forcmentioned, (vcr. 31.) which the apostle calls the second, 
(Heb. ix. 3.) 

Of blue and purple, &c] Concerning these colours, see 
xxv. 5. and concerning fine twined linen, xxviii. 6. 

Wrought with needle-work.] This was not such curious 
work as that which we translate cunning work, (vcr. 31.) 
which was in the other veil, before the most holy place. 
(Sec xxxviii. 39.) 

Besides this, Josophus saith there was another veil of 
linen to defend it from the injury of the weather; which 
was wont to bo drawn aside upon festivals, that the people 
might sco the beauty of this first veil. And indeed it is very 
probable, that some curtain or other was, in bad weather 
at least, hung before it, to secure it; as the covering of 
skins was over the hangings oftlie tabernacle. 



Vcr. 37. And thou shalt make for the hanging five pillars 
of shittim-ivood.] These pillars seem to have been disposed 
in this manner: two of them were placed at each corner, 
which, if they took up a cubit, then the other three being 
placed at an equal distance, made four spaces, each of two 
cubits (f. e. a yard) wide : at which the priests entered, 
when they went to minister in the sanctuary. 

And overlay them with gokl.~] It is not certain whether 
with plates of gold, or only gilded. But it appears from the 
thirty-sixth chap. ult. (where we read of the execution of 
this command) that by pillars are hero to be understood 
only the chapiters of them, which were all gilded ; and the 
pillars themselves had only fillets or hoops of gold about 
them, in several parts of them. 

And their hooks shall be of gold.] As those for the other 
veil were. (Sec ver. 32.) 

And thou shalt cast five sockets of brass for them.] Their 
bases on which they stood were meaner than those for the 
pillars on which the second veil hung; for they were of sil- 
ver, as the foundation of the whole house was, (ver. 25. 
32.) 

CHAP. XXVII. 

Ver. 1. JjlND thou shalt make an altar.] Of burnt-offer- 
ing, as it is explained xxxviii. 1. And the Hebrew word 
mizbeach, properly signifies that upon which sacrifices wcro 
slain and offered. 

Of shittim-wood.] What sort of wood this was, see 
xxv. 5. 

Five cubits long, and five cubits broad, &c] It was two 
yards and a half square (according to the common notion 
of a cubit) at the top and bottom of it. 

And theheight thereof shall be three cubits.] Being a yard 
and a half in height from the ground, the priest (as Fortuna- 
tusScacchus observes) who ministered at it was half a yard 
above it; the common stature of a man being four cubits, 
i. e. two yards, (Sacr. Elaeo. Myroth. ii. cap. 65.) It is not 
said how thick the wood was of which this frame (as I 
may call it) was made ; but it is certain that it was hollow 
within, that the grate mentioned vcr. 4. might hang in the 
midst of it. 

Ver. 2. And thou shalt make the horns of it upon the four 
corners thereof] The Hebrew word kerem, which properly 
signifies a horn, signifies also an eminent or high place; as 
in Isa. v. 1. God saith he had planted a vineyard in a 
fruitful hill; where the words in the Hebrew arc, in a horn 
of the son of oil. From whence it signifies a pinnacle, or 
spire rising up from any building, as these horns did from 
the altar, for the ornament of it. Some will have it that 
they were useful also to tie the sacrifices to it, (which they 
gather from Psalm cxviii. 27.) and that they were of the 
fashion of oxen or rams' horns. Fortunatus Scacchus con- 
tends earnestly for this, in his Myrothcc. ii. Sacr. Elaeo- 
chrysm, cap. 05. such horns being much in use in tho an- 
cient religion, as appears (he observes) from the altars of 
the gentiles. And yet he confesses in the sixty-ninth chap- 
ter of the same book, that such kind of straight pinnacles as 
I mentioned before, after the manner of obelisks (as his 
words are), were more convenient for the putting of the 
blood of tho sacrifices round about them, as is required 
>Lev.xvi. 18, 
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His horns shall be of the same.] These spires seem to have 
been wrought out of the same piece of wood with the cor- 
ners of the altar. 

And thou shalt overlay it with brass.'] Some think it was 
overlaid with brass, not only without but within; that the 
fire which burnt in the grate might not take hold of the 
wood. To prevent which, others fancied it was lined with- 
in with unhewn stone : but there is no mention of any such 
thing; and it was unnecessary, if the brass be supposed to 
have been of such a thickness as to secure the wooden 
frame of the altar. 

Ver. 3. And tho't shalt make his pans.] The Hebrew word 
siroth signifies pots as well as pans; but here is determined 
to the latter sense, by the use of them, which here follows. 

To receive his ashes.] Or rather, to carry out the ashes 
which fell from the altar upon the earth; and being taken 
up, were put into these pans to be carried into a clean 
place, (Lev. iv. 12.) Fortunatus Scacchns hath adventured 
to delineate the form of them in the book beforementioned, 
cap. 73. 

And his shovels.] The Hebrew word hajahim properly 
signifies beesoms or brooms; but here is rightly translated 
shovels, by which, being made of brass, the ashes under the 
altar were scraped together on a heap, and then thrown into 
the pans. 

And his basons.] The principal use of these vessels was 
to receive the blood of the sacrifices, which was to be 
-sprinkled as the law directed : for the Hebrew word miz- 
rakoth carries this signification in it. Besides which, Fort. 
Scacchus thinks they served for the mixture of the oil with 
fine flour and frankincense, which were to bo burnt on the 
altaT. For when any man offered a meat-offering, the priest 
was to take a handful of the flour and of the oil, with all 
the frankincense, as God's part, to be consumed on the al- 
tar; and therefore we must suppose some vessel wherein 
these were brought to the priest, as the law requires, (Lev. 
ii.1,2.) 

And his flesh-hooks.] Or forks, as the word mizlegoth may 
be translated; which Fort. Scacchus thinks were in the 
form of a trident. With which they stirred up the fire ; and 
also ordered the pieces of the sacrifice, if any chanced to 
lie out of it, and put them into it, that every bit might be 
surely consumed. 

And his fire-pans.] These are commonly taken for dishes 
or censers, in which the priest carried burning coals from 
the altar into the sanctuary, to oiFer incense upon the golden 
altar. But the abovenamed Fort. Scacchus thinks they 
did not minister in the holy place with brazen censers; and 
therefore takes these fire-pans for a larger sort of vessel, 
wherein the sacred fire which came down from heaven was 
kept burning, whilst they cleansed the altar and the grate 
from the coals and ashes, and when this altar was to be 
carried from one place to another, as it was often in the 
wilderness, (Myrothec. ii. Sacr. Elaeochrysm, cap. 73.) 

Ver. 4. And thou shalt make for it a grated] This was the 
principal part of the altar; the wood being laid here, and 
the sacrifices burnt in it. Whence the Greeks call it l<xx^oa\ 
which was the name the heathen gave to the fire-place upon 
their altars, as we learn from Jul. Pollux. The figure of 
it was round, (as Fort. Scacchus gathers from the very 
name in Hebrew; for michbar signifies a sieve), but grew 
less and less, till at the bottom it ended, like a top, 



in a point. So he describes it in the forenamed "book, 
(cap. 71.) 

Of net-work.] It was made full of holes, like a sieve, or 
net (and thence called simply the net, in the latter end of 
this verse and in the next), that the ashes might fall 
through them to the bottom of the altar; where there was 
a door, on the east side, to open and take out the ashes. 

Of brass.] The metal of which all the forenamed things 
were made, and thealtar itself was overlaid. 

And upon the net,] L e. The grate full of holes, as was 
said before. 

TIiou shalt make four brazen rings.] The use of which 
was double; first, that by them it might be hung upon the 
altar: and then, when it was to be cleansed, or removed in 
their travels, it might by them be taken off. 

In the four corners thereof] This seems to overthrow 
what I now said of its circular figure: but it is to be ob- 
served, that Moses doth not use the same word here, which 
he doth when he speaks of the four corners of the altar, 
which he calls pinoth, (ver. 2.) but calls these only ketzoth, 
which may be better translated the extremities of it, as the 
said Fort. Scacchus hath noted. 

Ver. 5. And thou shalt put it under the compass of the al- 
tar beneath.] Some have fancied that this grate was placed 
only at the top of the altar : but that doth not agree with 
these directions, which only place it beneath, in the hollow 
part of the altar (called in the Hebrew carcob, which sig- 
nifies, as R. Solomon saith, any thing that is round, arid is 
by us translated the compass), but so much lower than the 
top of the altar, that it was even to tlie midst of it, as it here 
follows. 

That the net may be even todlie midst of the altar.] This 
shews the depth of the grate to have been a cubit and a 
half: for the altar being three cubits high, (ver. 1.) and the 
bottom of this being even to the middle of the altar, it must 
hang down halfway to the ground, and consequently be a 
cubit and a half from the top of it to the bottom. So that 
this grate seems to have been made like to a furnace, full 
of holes round about, as well as below; and perhaps was 
hung by chains, in the rings beforementioned, to the horns 
of the altar. 

Ver. G. And thou shalt make staves for the altar, &c] 
Of such a length, that they might be laid upon the shoul- 
ders of the priests ; and the altar, when they carried it, 
hang between them. 

Ver. 7. And the staves shall be put into the rings.] Be- 
sides the rings for the grate, there were others (if appears 
by this) in the altar itself, into which the staves were to be 
put when it was to be removed. 

And the staves shall be upon the two sides of the altar to 
bear it.] It is plain by this, that the staves were not put 
into the rings of the grate (which was within the hollow 
part of the altar), unless we imagine, as Dr. Lightfoot doth, 
that the rings of the grate came through the frame of the 
altar, and hung out on the sides of it; so that the frame and 
the grate were carried together. But, besides other ob- 
jections against this, from the different form of the grate 
and the altar 3 it maybe doubted whether they were carried 
together, and not separate one from another; especially if 
we conceive the grate to have been carried with the fire 
still burning on it ; which would have immediately con- 
sumed the purple cloth, wherewith the altar was to be co- 
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verfcd, when Ihcy removed it, (Numb. iv. 13.) But ihefire- 
pans beforementioncd, (ver. 3.) it is probable, as I noted 
there, received the fire out of the grate: and then, it being 
cleansed from the ashes, was carried together with tho al- 
tar, to which it was fastened by its rings; a purple cloth 
being spread over both. 

Ver. 8. Hollow with boards shalt thou make it.] Other- 
wise the grate could not have been in the midst of it, as is 
before ordered, (ver. 5.) 

And it was shewed thee in the mount.] Of this also he had 
a model set before him, as he had of other things. (See 
xxv. 9. 40.) 

So shall they make it.] By that pattern he was to direct 
tho workmen to make it. 

Ver. 9. And thou shalt make the court of the tabernacle.] 
The Hebrew word chatzar properly signifies a green field 
or close. Such was this place, uncovered in the open air, 
but enclosed with pillars and hangings ; which made it such 
a place as we call a court-yard before a house. In this 
court stood the tabernacle, or dwelling-house of God : not 
just in the midst of it, but towards the upper end. And 
here the altar of burnt-oftering stood, between the taber- 
nacle and the lower end of the court : and the laver, wherein 
they washed, stood on the side of the altar. David speaks 
of more courts than one, (Psal. lxv. 5. lxxxiv. 3.) but 
Moses made only one, into which the priests came to offer 
sacrifice. Whether the people were admitted into it is not 
certain: if they were, it could contain no great number; 
and they stood at a great distance from the priests, in the 
lower part of the court; and were separated by some 
bounds or other, as they were in aftertimes when they came 
into Canaan. Where being settled, and the tabernacle fixed 
in Shiloh, the Hebrews say it was enclosed with a wall, as 
well as with hangings : and then, it is likely, a distinct court 
was made for the people; at least it was so in David's 
time, as the places abovementioned prove. And in the 
teinple of Solomon we read plainly of more courts than 
one, (1 Kings vi.^36. vii. 12. 2Chron. iv. 9. xxxiii. 5.) 
viz. the court of the priests, and the court of the people. 
Unto which, in the temple of Herod, after the captivity, 
was added a third, the court of the women. 

For the south side southward.] It was to have two 
large sides, as the tabernacle had ; whose south side being 
first ordered to be made, (xxvi. 18.) so is the same side of 
the court. 

There shall be hangings for the court of fine twined linen.] 
What fine linen and twined were, see xxv. 5. xxviii. 6. 
These hangings were not curiously embroidered with 
flowers, as those of the tabernacle were, (xxvi.l.) but were 
made of simple fine six-threaded linen. 

Of a hundred cubits long, for one side.] By this it ap- 
pears that the length of the court was a hundred cubits, or 
fifty yards, though of yards longer than ours, as I have said 
before, xxv. 10. (See ver. 18.) 

Ver, 10. And the twenty pillars thereof] These are 
thought by most to be made of shittim-wood. 

And their twenty sockets shall be of brass.] ,The pillars 
were placed five cubits distant from each other, upon bases 
of brass, which were more firm and lasting than wood. 

The hooks of the pillars.] These were, like our tenters, 
to hang the curtains of the court upon. See xxvi. 32. con- 
cerning tho word vave, 



And their fillets shall be of silver.] The Hebrew word 
chuschuk properly signifies a circle: but whether these 
were thin hoops of silver, or only fillets (as we translate 
it), or silver tivist, is uncertain. Yet it seems to be plain 
from the thirty-eighth chapter, that the heads of the pil- 
lars, into which the hooks were fastened, were silvered 
over. 

Ver. 11. And likewise for the north side, &c] Here are 
the very same directions given for the hangings, pillars, 
bases, &c. of this side of the court, which are nothing dif- 
ferent from the former. 

Ver. 12. And for the breadth of the court, on the west 
side, shall be hangings of fifty cubits, &c] By this it ap- 
pears that the court was as long again as it was wide, there 
being hangings but of half the length for the west end, and 
only half so many pillars and sockets. 

Ver. 13. Tlie breadth of the court on the east side, &c] 
This end was of the same dimensions with the west end. 

Ver. 14. Tlie hangings of one side of the gate shall be 
fifteen cubits, &c] The hangings of this end of the court 
were divided, because there was to be a gate ; the entrance 
into the court being at the east end. Each side of the gate 
consisted of fifteen cubits ; and accordingly the hangings 
were of that length, upon three pillars on each side, as this 
verse and the next direct. 

Ver. 16. And for the gate of the court shall be a hanging 
of twenty cubits.] The entrance being twenty cubits wide, 
if we add to them the fifteen cubits which were on each 
side of the entrance, they make in all fifty cubits ; which 
was the breadth of the east end of the court, as well as of 
the west, (ver. 12, 13.) 

Of blue, and purple, and scarlet, &c] Concerning all 
this, see xxv. 5. And here only observe, that the hangings 
of the gate were far-richer than of the rest of the court: 
which were merely of fine twined linen, (ver. 9.) but these 
of several other beautiful colours, and adorned with that 
- work they called rokem, which we translate needle-work. 
What that was, see xxxviii. 39. 

And their pillars shall be four, and their sockets four.] 
Proportionable to those on each side of the gate ; which 
were three for hangings of fifteen cubits, (ver. 14, -15.) as 
these were four for hangings of twenty. 

Ver. 17. All the pillars round about the court shall be 
filleted with silver.] Those at the east and west ends, as 
well as those on the south and north sides. 

Their hooks shall be of silver, and their sockets of brass.] 
As was before directed, (ver. 10, 11.) 

Ver. 38. The length of the court, &c] Hero all the di- 
mensions of the etfurt are put together: the length and 
breadth of which might be inferred from the hangings, (ver. 
9. 12, &c.) but here are expressly determined ; together 
with the height, which was not at all intimated before; and 
now appointed to be five cubits, i. e. two yards and a half, ' 
of larger measure than ours. So that the tabernacle might 
be plainly seen by the people ; for it was as high again as 
the walls (if I may so call them) that encompassed it. 

Of twined linen, and their sockets of brass.] This seems 
to be a brief repetition of what was said before concern- 
ing the hangings, and the pillars which stood on bases 
of brass. 

Ver. 19. All the vessels of the tabernacle in all the service 
thereof.] This is also a repetition in general of what was 
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said before, particularly vcr. 3. for all the vessels belong- 
ing to the tabernacle itself were of gold, as we read in the 
twenty-fifth chapter. 

And all the pins thereof, ,] The tabernacle had nothing of 
brass in the fabric of it, but the bases of the pillars at the 
entrance, (xxvi. 37) and therefore these pins, I suppose, 
belong to them, whereby the pillars were fastened in their 
sockets. 

And all the pins of the court shall be of brass.] These 
brazen pins were struck into the ground (as Dr. Lightfoot 
understands it), that the hangings, which were tied to them 
by cords, might h$ kept from flying up at the bottom. 

Ver. 20. And thou shalt command the children of Israel 
that they bring thee pure oil-olive beaten.] Not squeezed 
out by a press, or by a mill (for such was full of sediment 
and dregs), but which run freely from the olives, being 
bruised with a pestle. 

For the light.] In the golden candlestick, (xxv. 37.) 

To cause the lamp to burn always.] Sufficient to keep the 
lamp always burning. Some imagine that it did not burn 
day and night, hut, being lighted every evening, went out in 
the morning. And there are some places which seem to 
favour this opinion, particularly 1 Sam. iii. 3. where men- 
tion is made of the lamp going out, viz. in the morning. 
See also 2 Chron. xiii. 11. where wc read of setting the 
lamps to burn every evening: which seems to signify that 
they did not burn in the day. But Joscphus, who was a 
priest and could not but know, and had no reason to tell 
a lie, saith they burnt day and night. And indeed it was 
but necessary ; for otherwise the priest must have minis- 
tered in the dark, at the altar of incense, before the Divine 
Majesty, who kept a table in the sanctuary, which required 
light; for nobody feasts in darkness. And therefore R. 
Levi, of Barcelona, (Praecept. xcviii.) saith, God com- 
• manded a lamp should always burn in the sanctuary for 
the honour and majesty of it; there being no light con- 
veyed to it othcrways. But it is highly probable, there 
were not so many of the lamps burning in the day as in 
the night, when all the seven lamps were lighted : some of 
which were put out in the morning, and lighted again in 
the evening. So Joscphus saith expressly,- (lib. iii. Antiq. 
cap. 9.) " Three burnt all day before the Lord, and the 
rest were lighted in the evening." 

Ver. 21. In the tabernacle of the congregation without the 
veil.] That is, the second veil, which was before the most 
holy place. 

Winch is before the testimony.] That is, the ark of the 
testimony. (See xxv. 21, 22.) 

Aaron and his sons shall order it from evening to morn- 
ing before the Lord.] As direction is more fully given, 
xxx. 7, 8. 

It shall be a statute for ever, &c.j See xxxviii. 43, 



CHAR XXVIII. 

Ver. 1. XXND take thou Aaron thy brother, and his sons 
with him, from among the children of Israel] Here Aaron 
and his sons are designed to the priest's office: and after- 
ward (xxxii. 19.) the whole tribe of Levi were consecrated 
to the Lord by a noble act of zeal which they performed. 
And at last (Numb. i. 51. and many other places) it was 
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made capital for any one else to officiate at the tabernacle, 
but they only. 

That he may minister unto me.] Attend on me as my ser- 
vant in my court. For cohen signifies one that serves in 
ministerio honorabili, in an honourable office, as appears 
from Job xii. 19. Therefore David's sons are called by 
this name, (2 Sam. viii. IS.) and it was given to the priests: 
" quatcnus fuerunt primarii Dei ministri," as they were 
the principal ministers of God; as Junius observes upon 
Gcn.xli.45. 

In the priest's office.] Wheresoever there hath been any 
religion there have been priests ; whose office it peculiarly 
was, to minister unto God in the service belonging to him. 
But this is the first time we read of any constituted in Israel 
by a Divine appointment ; at least, the priesthood was not 
confined to the particular family of Aaron, who Avasmade 
high-priest, and his sons priests of a lower order. Some" 
heathens imitated this, by continuing the priesthood in a 
certain family. For Plato says, there were in some places 
7rarptai Upoaivai, both of men and women ; which in the , 
founding of a city he would not have a lawgiver alter; but 
where there was no such constitution he would have an- 
nual priests, and none but grave men of sixty years of age ' 
put into the office, (lib. vi. de Leg. p. 759.) 

Even Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, 
Aaron's sons.] These were all the males in this family, at 
present, whose descendants in future ages were all priests. 

Ver. 2. And thou shalt make holy garments for Aaron 
thy brother.] If very good authors did not affirm it, we 
should scarce think it credible, that the priests among 
some of the ancient heathens offered sacrifices to their 
gods naked. Particularly the old Arabians, as Hottinger 
observes in his Histor. Oricntalis, lib. i. cap. 7. But such 
filthiness was abhorred by most people, whose priests were 
not only clothed, but performed their service at the altar in 
a peculiar habit. So that there is scarce any author, who 
treats of the sacrifices and the priests of the heathen, that 
doth not speak of their garments also. As Moses here in 
the first institution of the priesthood among the Jews, to 
offer peculiar sacrifices at God's house, takes a special 
care, by the Divine direction, about th^ir vestments. 
Which the Hebrew doctors think so inseparable from the 
priesthood, that they fancy Adam, Abel, and Cain, did nqt 
sacrifice without them. (See Gen. iii; 22.) 

They are called. holy, because they might be Avprn by 
none but them, and by them only Ayhen they ministered 
unto God. 

For Aaron thy brother.] The high-priest had some gar- 
ments peculiar to himself, which none of the other priests 
might wear. They were four; the breast-plate, the robe, 
the ephod, and the plate of gold. There were four mpre he 
also wore, but they were common to him with the other 
priests, viz. the coat, the drawers, the girdle, and the bon- 
net. Their bonnets, indeed, and his mitre, were of a dif- . 
fcrent form ; yet they are not considered by the Jews as dis- 
tinct vestments, being both coverings of the head. And they 
make account the high-priest never wore at any ope time 
above eight sorts of garments; nor the loAyer atjove four. 
This is the universal sense of the Hebrew writers; and I 
cannot give any account why Grotius mentions only seven 
garments of the high-priest (reckoning the golden plate for * 
one), which he ^vill have to answer unto the seven lamps 
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in the candlestick. For it is evident by this very chapter 
he Avore eight, viz. the ephod, (ver. 8.) the breast-plate, 
(ver. 15.) the robe, (ver. 31.) the plate of gold, (ver. 3G.) 
the embroidered coat, the girdle, and the mitre, (ver. 39.) 
which are all ordered for Aaron the high-priest: and after- 
ward (ver. 42, 43.) breeches are ordered for him as well as 
his sons, which make up the number of eight. 

For glory and for beauty.] To make their office more 
respected, and strike men with an awful sense of the Divine 
Majesty, whose ministers they saw appear in such gran- 
deur. For this and the foregoing precepts (as Maimo- 
nides observes) were given to render the sanctuary of 
God more august and magnificent: for which end he mag- 
nified the dignity of those who ministered there ; and not 
only separated them from other men, but ordered them 
to be clothed in beautiful and precious garments, that they 
might appear there like men of honour, (More Ncvoch. 
lib. iii. cap. 45.) unto which It. Levi of Barcelona well 
adds, (Praecept. xcix.) that by these glorious garments 
the priests were put in mind of their dignity, and admo- 
nished to perform the Divine service with a spirit suit- 
able to the greatness of Him unto whom they were con- 
secrated. It may be fit for me also to add, that there 
being two sorts of garments which the high-priest wore 
(those they called white, and those they called golden), 
both of them were very rich, and made him look gloriously; 
whether the materials, or the colours, or the art wherewith m 
they were made, be regarded; as will appear in the parti- 
cular account which is given of them in this chapter. (See 
ver. 40.) * 

Ver. 3. And thou shalt speak unto all that are wise-heart- 
ed^ So the HebreAvs call those who had extraordinary skill 
in any art : according to the ancient opinion, which made 
the heart the seat of the mind. 

Wliom I have filled tvith the spirit of wisdom.'] Endued 
with singular skill. For the word rttach, in Scripture, sig- 
nifies a gift of God; whereby they who had it performed 
what they undertook excellently. And mechanical arts are 
called wisdom, as well as higher sciences : so St. Paul 
calls himself a wise master-builder. Which was the ancient 
language of the world before the time of Pythagoras, as 
Cupcrus observes, (in his Apotheosis Homeri, p. 119.) out 
of Georgius Diaconus's preface to Aristotle's Logic, and 
out of Nichomachus Gerasinus, whose words arc very re- 
markable: " When all before Pythagoras were called by 
the common name of 2o<J>ot, even builders of houses, and 
curriers of leather, and pilots, koI cnrXtog 6 rixvm rivbc teat 
Sij/xtoupytac zintztpoQ, and, in general, every one that was 
skilful in any art or public work, that philosopher denied 
this name to thein." Notwithstanding which, some authors, 
in aftertimes/ still observed the ancient use: insomuch 
that yElian calls fishermen, who understood their art well, 
<xo(pdl twv a\uo)v, (lib. i. de Animal, cap. 2.) and Lucius 
calls Perilaus, <rotf>ov % a ^ a > a wlsc brazier; and Aristotle 
'himself observes that Phidias was called \&ovpybv ao<j>bv, 
a ivise stone-cutter, (lib. v. Moral, ad Eudemum.) Norwere 
the Latins strangers to this language (as Cuperus shews 
in the same pi ace), which is here used by Moses; whose en- 
tire sense in these words is this: that the men here spoken 
of, " being very skilful of themselves in their several arts, 
' their skill was so increased by God's special gift, that they 
became marvellous artists." 



That they make Aaron's garments.] They were first cm- 
ployed in making garments for Aaron; which were the 
most costly, and required most care in the work about 
them. The principal of these excellent artists were Beza- 
lcel and Aholiab, (xxxi. 1, 2, &c.) 

To consecrate him.] To be put on at his consecration, 
(xxix. 5, G, 8cc.) 

That he may minister to me in the priest's office.] For 
without these garments ho might not minister. Whence 
that common saying in the Talmud, concerning the priests, 
"While they arc clothed in their garments they are priests; 
Avhen they want them, they are not priests." Which Mai- 
monides expresses thus : When they are clothed in their 
garments their priesthood is upon them ; when they are 
not clothed Avith them, their priesthood is not upon them. 
That is, they might no more perform Divine service than 
mere laymen. Whence it was, that under the second tern-; 
pie (when they wanted the holy oil to anoint him), the high- 
priest was made merely by clothing him with the fore- 
named eight garments. And as they might not minister 
without these, so they might not add any other to them: 
if they did, their ministry Avas unlawful. For Avhich reason 
they might not Avear gloves on their hands, or shoes on 
their feet: for from their knees (to which their breeches 
reached) to their feet, they were naked ; only their coats in 
some sort covered their legs. But they stood barefoot in the 
sanctuary Avhile they ministered. We do not find, indeed, 
that God any where forbade them to minister in shoes ; but 
they being not commanded, when God orders them other 
vestments, particularly bonnets for their heads, and saith 
here expressly, these are the garments thou shalt make, that 
Aaron may minister to me in the priesfs office; the Jcavs 
thence concluded, that God intended they should use no 
other, and not so much as any thing on their feet* in the 
sanctuary. And this out of reverence to that holy place ; 
as Moses AA'as commanded to put off his shoes, because of 
the presence of God in that ground Avhere he stood. 

Which to me is an argument, that Moses did not intend 
to come as near to the Egyptian rites as he might AAith 
safety, but rather to oppose them. For their priests had 
{mo&ifxaTafivfiXtva on their feet, as Herodotus tells us, (lib. 
ii. cap. 7.) And so the priests of several other nations mi- 
nistered in shoes of several kinds : though others, it is 
certain, ministered barefoot; particularly the priests of 
Diana at Castobala, as Strabo tells us, lib. xii. And no- 
thing is more known than that saying of Pythagoras, aw- 
7roSijroc &v£ teal ttqogkvvu, sacrifice and worship unshod: the 
people, as well as the priests, putting off their shoes when 
they came to the temple, '-as the Jcavs did. 

Ver. 4. And these are the garments which thou shalt 
make, &c] These Avhich follow Avere the principal garments 
wherewith the high-priest was clothed : besides Avhich there 
Avas a plate of gold; and also breeches, common to him 
and all the rest of the priests. 

And they shall make.] The skilful men beforementioned 
Avere to make them by his order and direction. 

Holy garments.] Which none should wear but they. (See 
ver. 2.) 

For Aaron thy brother, and his sons.] Some of these 
were peculiar to Aaron ; others of them common to him 
and to his sons; as.Avill appear in the particular account 
which is given of them afterward. 
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That they may minister nnto me in the priest's office.} See 
ver. 3. These garments were only to be used in the time 
of their ministration : at other times they never wore them, 
but were then habited like other men; as Mr. Selden 
proves, (lib. ii. de Succession, cap. 7.) and at large con- 
firms, (lib. iii. de Synedr. cap. 11. n. 3, &c.) 

Ver. 5. And they J] i. e. The skilful workmen before- 
mentioned. 

Shall take gold, &c] This verse directs to the materials 
of which the priests' garments were to be made. For 
though these five words denote so many colours; yet the 
first word and the last (viz. gold and fine linen) shew the 
matter also is included ; from which colour cannot be se- 
parated. And as for the matter of their garments, they 
w f ere made either of woollen or linen; nothing of hair or 
silk being used in their contexture: for as to gold and 
jeivels, they were rather for ornament, than for the making 
the substance of the garments. So all the Hebrew doc- 
tors, whose maxim is this, " the priests are not clothed in 
their ministry at the temple, but in woollen and linen." The 
matter of them, indeed, is not here expressed in this chap- 
ter, save only of their breeches, which are ordered to be 
made of linen, (ver. 42.) But in xxxix. 27, &c. all the 
garments of Aaron's sons are expressly said to be made 
of fine linen ; except the girdle, which was partly of linen, 
partly of woollen. The garments of the high-priest, which 
the Jews called white garments, were certainly made of 
linen; and his girdle also was of the same, without any 
mixture of woollen, when he wore those garments on the 
great day of expiation, as Braunius shews, (lib. i. de Ves- 
titu Sae. Hebr. cap. 7.) 

Gold.} The Hebrews say there were seven sorts of gold, 
which was diversified either by its colour, or the place 



from which it came, or its goodness. But that which was 
used about these garments, they conclude was the gold 
they called tahor, which we translate pure gold, (ver. 22. 
30.) i. e. the finest, and of the brightest colour; between a 
yellow and red. 

And blue, andpurple, and scarlet.'] Of these colours, see 
xxv. 4. 

And fine linen.] The Hebrew word schesch signifies a 
pure kind of fine linen, not silk (as some have imagined), 
for there was no such thing known in Moses's days. It 
was of a shining white colour; and therefore all the infe- 
rior priests were clothed in. white, their garments being 
made of this. And such were all the garments wherewith 
the high-priest entered into the most holy place, on the 
great day of expiation. And wheresoever the Scripture 
speaks of fine linen, and mentions no colour, wc are to un- 
derstand white. 

Ver. G. And they shall make the ephod.] We retain the 
Hebrew word, which doth not express the form of this 
garment; but the next verse teaches us something of it ; 
that it was a short garment, which hung behind upon the 
shoulders down to the buttocks, and came down before 
upon the breast and the belly. It consisted of three parts : 
that which covered the breast and the back (which the He- 
brews take to be properly called the ephod), then the two 
shoulder-pieces, which came up from the arm-holes to the 
shoulders (mentioned in the next verse), and then (he girdle 
belonging to it, (ver. 8.) 

Of gold, of blue, and of purple.] See the foregoing verse. 



And fine twined linen.'] Here is another word added to 
schesch (or fine linen), which is maschzar. Which is never 
joined with any thing but schesch in all the Scripture; and 
only once found without schesch, which is to be understood, 
xxxix. 24. It is thought by Maimonides, and other He- 
brew doctors, to signify linen of six threads: some will 
have it, that where it is mentioned alone it signifies eight- 
threaded linen. 

With cunning work.] The Hebrew word choscheb; which 
we translate cunning, signifies the most artificial, or inge- 
nious sort of work; which consisted in the great variety 
of figures and colours that were in it; like that which is 
sometimes made of divers birds' feathers ; as J. Braunius 
shews, (lib. i. de Vest. Sacr.Hebr. cap. 17.) 

Ver. 7. It shall have the two shoulder-pieces thereof.] 
They are so called, because they covered the shoulders ; 
from whence the LXX. call the whole ephod by the name 
of liri^idg. The Jews think they were woven by themselves, 
and then sewed to the back and breast-pieces with a needle. 
So the next words seem to them to signify. 

Joined at the two edges thereof] Which Abarbinel inter- 
prets in this manner: the ephod shall have two shoulder-, 
pieces, which, being made by themselves separate from it, 
were afterwards sewed to the two extremities of the ephod. 
But the Hebrew words, if they be examined, import no 
such thing; but run thus, * shall have two shoulder-pieces, 
joined at the two ends of it. Now they might be joined in 
the very weaving of it, and not by a needle afterward : and 
so they were in all probability, as Braunius hath endea- 
voured to demonstrate. 

And so it shall be joined together.] In the Hebrew the 
words are no more but these, and it shall be joined together : 
which may be understood of the coherence of the fore-part 
and hinder-part, by the two golden buttons, set with onyx-' 
stones, which joined them together on the shoulders. 

Ver. 8. And the curious girdle of the ephod.] The word 
choscheb, which we translate curious girdle, signifies it was 
of such artificial work as the ephod itself was. And it 
seems to have been two strings (as we may call them) 
which went out of each side of it, and tied it to their bo- 
dies, under their arm-holes, about the heart. So the high- 
priest had two girdles ; that belt (as we may call it) which 
tied his coat to him ; and this girdle, which tied the fore- 
part and hinder-part of the ephod together. It is called 
the girdle of the ephod, because it was annexed to those 
two cloths, and not to the shoulder-pieces. 

Shall be of the same.] Or, out of it: to signify that the 
girdle was woven together with the ephod, and went out of 
it. So Jarchi and Abarbinel. 

According to the work thereof] This signifies it was to 
be made of the same matter, and woven after the same 
manner, with all the ornaments of the ephod itself; having 
all those five colours in it, mentioned ver. 4. and here re- 
peated again. 

• Ver. 9. And thou shalt take two oyiyx-stones.] Concern- 
ing the onyx-stones, sefe Gen. ii. 12. 

And grave on them the names of the children of Israel.] 
The princes (as Abarbinel observes) presented Moses with 
these stones; on which he himself did not engrave the 
names of the children of Israel, but some person skilful in 
that art. For it is expressly called, (ver. 11.) the work of 
an engraver in stone, 
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Vcr. 10. Six of their names on one stone, and the other 
six names of the rest on the other stone, according to their 
birth.] The six eldest on that stone which was upon the 
right shoulder; and the six younger on the other upon the 
left: as several of the Hebrew doctors expound it: parti- 
cularly .larch), with whom Josephus agrees, (lib.iii. Antiq. 
cap. 8.) The Talmudists, indeed, dispose them otherwise; 
but this is most suitable to the word toledoth, according to 
their generations, or their birth, as we render the latter end 
of the verse. 

Ver. 11. With the work of an engraver in stone.] Done 
with such art as such workmen use. 

Like the engravings of a signet.] The same words are 
used again, (ver. 3G.) where he speaks of the engravings 
upon the plate of gold. On which Abarbincl saith the 
letters were protuberant, as they are upon coins, or upon 
wax impressed with a seal: but here on the ephod ancl the 
breast-plate, he thinks the names w r ere cut deep in the 
stones, as letters arc in a seal. For which I can see no 
reason, the words being the very same ; and therefore, if 
the letters were protuberant in the one, they were so in the 
other. 

Thou shalt make them to be set in ouches of gold.] The 
Hebrew word mischbetsoth, which wc translate ouches, sig- 
nifies as much as the Latin word funda ; the socket, as I 
may say, wherein the stones were set. Both which made 
a button; not of a round figure, but something like a lo- 
zenge, or, as Maimonides expresses it, like the figure of 
those holes that are in the stomach of such animals as 
chew the cud, called reticulum. (See Jo. Braunius de 
Vest. Sacr. Hcbr. lib. i. cap. 17. n. 8.) By these buttons ' 
the hinder-part of the ephod was fastened to the fore-part 
upon the shoulders; and the breast-plate also hung upon 
them by golden chains. 

Vcr. 12. And thou shalt put the two stones upon the 
shoulders of the ephod, for stones of memorial unto the chil- 
dren of Israel.'] This is explained in the following words, 
that Aaron might bear their names before the Lord upon his 
shoulders for a memorial. That is, might remember to re- 
commend the twelve tribes of Israel unto God, when lie 
offered incense, and made his prayers before him. Or, for 
a token, that he appeared before God in the name of the 
whole people of Israel. 

Others will have this memorial refer to God, before 
whom he presented himself, thg,t he might be gracious unto 
his people, when the high-priest came thus attired, accord- 
ing to his own order, to pray for them ; with assurance that 
he would be mindful of them all. And to this the twenty- 
ninth verse seems to incline; where the same is said to be 
the intention of engraving their names upon the twelve 
stones on the breast-plate. (See xxxix. 7.) 

Ver. 13. And thou shalt make ouches of gold.] Seever.ll. 
where (he word mischbetsoth is explained. 

Ver. 14. And two chains of pure gold at the ends, &c] 
These chains did not consist of many little rings, but of 
many threads or wires of gold twisted together like a rope. 
For which reason Moses adds, ofwreathen work shalt thou 
make them. This Bartenora takes to be the meaning of 
the word migbaloth (which we translate at the ends), which 
ho expounds cords or cables. They were not, saith he, 
like to' those iron chains wherewith prisoners are bound, 
consisting of several joints; but twisted of golden threads, 



till they were as thick as cords. Others think migbaloth 
signifies equal; because they v*erc of an equal thickness, 
or of an equal length. But our translation also may be 
defended; for the ends of them were annexed to the rings 
of the breast-plate, (ver. 24.) But as these chains were 
annexed at one end to the rings of the breast-plate, so at 
the other end they were annexed to the golden buttons 
upon the shoulders; so that the breast-plate hung upon the 
golden buttons by the chains. 

And fasten the wreathen chains to the ouches.] Moses 
only briefly mentions the two chains in this place, to sig- 
nify that the ouches in the ephod served for the support of 
the breast-plate, by these two chains ; which properly be- 
longed to that, and not to the ephod, as Jarchi observes. 
And therefore, after directions for the breast-plate (which 
here follow), they arc again spoken of in their proper place, 
(ver. 22.) As vcr. 27. there arc two golden rings spoken of, 
which belong to the ephod; but not mentioned till then, 
because by these rings the breast-plate and ephod were 
knit together. 

Ver. 15. And thou shalt make the breast-plate.] Next, 
after the ephod, directions are given for the choschen, which 
we translate breast-plate; taking it, I suppose, to come 
from the Hebrew w T ord chazeh, which signifies the breast. 
For by the change of a letter (which is not unusual) chos- 
chen may well be thought to come from thence, because it 
lay upon the breast and covered it. 

Of judgment.] For the priest wore it, when he went to 
consult the Divine Majesty about the great concerns of 
their religion or government; and received such answers, 
as directed them what to determine in dubious cases, either 
in war or peace. (See ver. 29.) 
With cunning work.] See ver. 6. 

After the work of the ephod thou shalt make it, &c] It 
w r as to be made of the same materials with the ephod; and 
with the same artifice, as it here follows. 

Ver. 16. Four-square shall it be, being doubled.] The 
words arc in the Hebrew, four-square shall it be doubled. 
Which are to be thus understood, that the whole piece was 
not square till it was doubled. So Maimonides. It was a 
cubit long (i. e. two spans) and its breadth a span, but be- 
ing doubled it was a square of a span, both in length and 
in breadth. From whence it follows, that it was hollow; 
so that it may be compared to one of our purses : only it 
doth not appear whether it were sewed together at the 
sides, or on one side, or open on both sides ; though it is 
commonly said so to be. But it is possible that it w r as 
doubled, merely that it might be stronger to bear the weight 
of so many precious stones, and of the rings and chains ; 
not that it might have any thing put between it. 

A span shall be the length thereof, &c] This is just the 
measure of a man's breast. 

Ver. 17. And thou shalt set it in settings of stones.] Or, 
as it is in the Hebrew,^// it with fillings of stones. Which 
plainly signifies that these stones w r erc set, as precious 
stones arc now in our rings, in afunda, or hollow, which 
was filled up with the stone. In the twentieth verse we 
translate it enclosings. So Jarchi, because the stone filled 
up the hollowness of the ouches to which they were fitted, 
and therefore Moses uses the word fillings. Abarbinel here 
observes, that Moses stith fillings of stone, in the singular 
number, not the plural (and so in the next words, four rows 
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of stotie, or stones, as we translate it), to signify that all the 
stones were so set in the breast-plate, as if they were but 
one stone. For all ihefiindce, in which they were set, con- 
sisted of one mass of gold, wherein were twelve ouches, in. 
which every single stone was set, as we see it now in our 
present lockets. 

Even four rows of stones.] With a square of precious 
stones. 

The first row shall be a sardius, &c] There is so little 
certainty what these stones were, that nothing can be af- 
firmed about them; as appears by the vast variety of inter- 
pretations that haVe been made of them, by writers both old 
and new. The first of them is called odem in the Hebrew, 
which some take to be a ruby ; but have no other reason for 
it than only because DTK signifies red. Others take it for 
an adamant ; which may seem to be derived from odem, as a 
jasper is from jasphe. And there are several other conjec- 
tures, but none so probable as that of our translators ; who 
call it a sardius, (or sardine stone, as they render, it, Rev. 
iv. 3.) which is of a red flaming colour, (as Braunius hath 
demonstrated from several authors, lib. ii. de Vest. Sacr. 
Hebr. cap. 8. n. 8.) but, as some describe it, with a cast of 
yellow in it, like that of fresh oil. And it is not improba- 
ble that this stone had the name of sai'dius from the He- 
brew word sered, which signifies red, Isa. xliv. 13. as 
Kimchi there interprets it. And thence the Divine Majesty 
is said to look like a sardine stone (in the place above- 
named) because he appeared in great anger. So an an- 
cient writer, Sta to fyofizpbv rov Gtov, TrvpoudfjgXagrb^ap^iov. 

A topaz.] The second stone in this row is, in Hebrew, 
called pitdah, which we truly translate a topaz: which Avas 
a stone of a green colour, not a yellow, as we now com- 
monly understand it. So Pliny and others, as the same 
Braunius shews, (lib. ii. cap. 9.) where he fancies that the 
word topasion, by an easy change of letters, was made out 
of pitdah: for the Syriac interpreter, (Rev. xxi. 20.) calls 
this stone topadioti; in which there are the same letters that 
are in pitdah. But however this be, it appears from Job 
xxviii. 19. that this is the right translation of the word; 
for there it is Pitdah Cush, the most excellent topaz stones 
being found in an island belonging to Arabia, called thence 
by the name of Topazion. 

And a carbuncle.] So we translate the third stone of the 
first row (which in Hebrew is called bareketh), following 
perhaps Abarbinel. But the greatest part of interpreters 
take it for the smaragdus; which good authors describe as 
the most radiant of all other stones: and therefore called, 
perhaps, bareketh, from its extraordinary splendour; for 
barak, every body knows, signifies to glitter, (Ezek.xxi. 10.) * 
The best authors say, the colour of it is a grass green; 
wonderfully refreshing (as Pliny describes it) to the eyes, 
when one looks upon it. 

Ver. 18. And the second row shall be an emerald.] The 
Hebrew word nophech, which we translate emerald, is by 
most interpreters taken to signify a carbuncle. Some of 
which stones are white; but the most excellent of all other 
arc red, shining like fire, or a burning coal: whence the 
name of carbuncle, from carbo, a hot coal. And to this the 
Hebrew word nophech agrees ; which Braunius ingeniously 
conjectures comes from phuch, which signifies that red 
wherewith women painted their faces, (2 Kings ix. 30.) 
And, in short, he takes it for that stone which wc now call 



[ a ruby. And so Abarbinel translates it, and Luther also ; 
(vide lib. ii. cap. 11.) 

A sapphire.] This stone is mentioned before, xxiv. 9. and 
it retains its name to this day, almost among all people. 
So that there is no question, but only what kind of stone 
it was, about which authors differ. For some say.it was a 
white stone (and there are some so pale, that they incline 
to that rather than any other colour), but it is plain that 
stone was called anciently a sapphire, which is now so 
called ; being of the colour of the heavens, or the veins, 
that is, a sky-colour. (See xxiv. 10. Cantic. v. 14. La- 
ment, iv. 7.) 

And a diamond.] So we rightly translate the Hebrew 
vrordjahalom: which is thought to come from halam, which 
signifies to break. Whence halmuth is a hammer, or a 
maul, (Judg. v. 26.) For the adamant or diamond is the 
hardest of all stones; which breaks them all, but is broken 
by none, as Abarbinel speaks. It was anciently accounted 
the most precious of all gems, as Pliny acknowledges, 
(lib. xxxvii. cap. 4.) 

Ver. 19. In the third row, a ligure.] So we translate the 
Hebrew word leschem, which being no Avhere else found, 
the meaning of it is uncertain. But a great many, both of 
the ancients and moderns, translate it as we do: though what 
a ligure is cannot easily be resolved. Some think \iyvpiov, 
or Xvyyovpiov, to be nothing but the best amber. But that is 
no precious stone, as all here mentioned are; and therefore 
(to mention no other conjectures) Braunius thinks we are 
to understand by this word a kind of jacinth: of which 
there being divers sorts, he judges it likely to be that which 
nearest approaches to the colour of amber; which hath 
made authors take them for the same. The ancients, in- 
deed, commonly by a jacinth understand a stone of a violet 
colour, but more pale and dilute than in the amethyst: and 
the stone now called an amethyst, was anciently called a 
jacinth. Yet they mention jacinths of divers other co- 
lours, and some shining like fire; (vide lib. ii. deVestit. 
Sacr. Hebr. cap. 14. n. 11, 12.) 

An agate.] So the Hebrew word schebo (which is no 
where else mentioned in Scripture) is translated by the 
greatest part of interpreters; who take this for that stone 
the Greeks call achates. Which is so well known that it 
needs no description; being that beautiful stone which 
nature hath painted with great variety : from whence it 
hath got several names, as the same Braunius observes 
in the same book, cap. 15. n. 4, &c. And the very name 
of achates, seems to be derived from its various colours: 
akud in Hebrew signifying that which is spotted, as Ja- 
cob's cattle were, (Gen. xxx. 35.) Though now, because 
they are common, thej arc of no great value; yet an- 
ciently, it appears from Theophrastus and Pliny, they 
were more precious. (See there, n. 9.) 

And an amethyst.] The Hebrew word achlam is no 
more to be found in Scripture elsewhere, than the two. 
former. But the best and most ancient authors take it as 
we do, for that stone which other writers call an amethijst: 
which is of a bright violet colour, or like red wine, from 
whence it has its name in the Greek. The nearer these 
stones came to a purple, and the more they had of the flame 
of a^ carbuncle, the more precious they were esteemed, as 
the forenaraed Braunius shews, (lib. ii. cap. 10. n. 56.) 

Ver. 20. In the fourth row, a beryl.] The Hebrew word 
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tharschisch is very variously interpreted: but the LXX., 
Josephus, and a great many others, tako it for that which 
the ancients call a chrysolite; that is, a stone of a golden 
colour, which others call a topaz. This Braunius endea- 
vours to prove was the colour of tharschisch, out of Dan. x. 
5, G. Cant. v. 14, &c. (See cap. 17. n. 12, 13, &c.) 

An onyx.] The Hebrew word schoham we meet withal 
in the beginning of the Bible, (Gen. ii. 12.) and translate it 
as wo do here, an onyx. But Josephus, St. Jerome, and 
the Vulgar, translate it sardonyx; which was of a mixed 
colour, of white and red. For the most precious Indian 
sardonyx had a radix (as they call it) white, like the nail of 
one's finger ; and tho superficies red like blood ; and both 
of them transparent : from whence it had its name ; the 
sardius stone (as was said before) being red, and the onyx 
signifying tho nail of one's finger. (See the forenamed 
Braunius, cap. 18.) 

A jasper.] Though the Hebrew name, which is jaspeth, 
be retained among all people to this day, yet all inter- 
preters have not translated it as ours do, who, no doubt, 
are in the right. For why should we not think jaspeth 
is certainly that stone which the Greeks and Latins call 
jaspis? as we doubt not the sapphire beforementioned 
(ver. 18.) is the stone they call saphirus. The best of these 
stones are of a green colour, like a smaragdus; but some- 
times they have little spots or points in them, of various 
colours; which hath made some authors call this stone 
panthera. (Seo Braunius, cap. 19.) 

They shall be set in gold in their enclosings.] Or, more 
literally, they shall be golden ouches in which they are set. 
(See ver. 17. and ver. 11.) 

Ver. 21. And the stones shall be with the names of the 
children of Israel, &c] Upon each stone was to be engraven 
the name of one of the sons of Jacob. And, in all proba- 
bility,^ the same order wherein they were engraven upon 
the two stones of the ephod \ where it is ordered they 
should be engraven according to their birth, (ver. 10.) 
And so Josephus saith it was here, Kara rafyv fjv tKaarov 
avT&v -ytvnatvQai avpfiifinKtv: which is but the translation of 
Moses's words now named, according to their generations. 
And so Maimonides understands it, though here it be only 
said, according to the twelve tribes; as if he had said, upon 
the first stone in the first row {viz. the sardius) shall be the 
name of Reuben ; upon the second, the name of Simeon; 
upon the third, tho name of Levi; and so of the rest. 

Like the engraving of a signet.] See ver. 11. 

Ver. 22. And thou shalt make upon the breast-plate 
chains.] These chains are not different from those men- 
tioned ver. 14. as some imagine: who think there he speaks 
of the chains of the ephod, and here of those of the breast- 
plate. For the ephod had no chains belonging to it, nor 
needed any: and the breast-plate had only these two; 
which, though mentioned before, are now more exactly de- 
scribed in their proper place, and the use of them directed. 

At the ends.] Concerning the word gabluth, see ver. 14. 
where I observed, some think it signifies cords, from gabal, 
which, as well as chabal, signifies a rope or cord; from 
whence some fancy comes our English word cable. 

Ofivreathen work.] So many wires of gold were wreathed 
together, as to make a chain of some thickness, like a cord. 
So Bartchora interprets it. Abarbinel saith they were 
weaved ; but he must mean such a weaving as we make 



with our fingers, when we twist several threads together, 
which tho LXX. call tpyov tt\oi ")q, twisted work. 

Ver. 23. And thou shalt make upon the breast-plate two 
rings of gold, and shalt put the two rings on the two ends of 
the breast-plate.] The breast-plate had four rings in all; one 
at each corner of the square. And here he gives direction 
for the making those two, w r hich were at the two upper 
corners of it : the other two are ordered, ver. 2G. 

Ver. 24. And thou shalt put the two wreathen chains of gold 
in the two rings, which are on the ends of the breast-plate.] 
This verse and the next shew how these chains were to be 
disposed, and for. what end they served. Below they were 
fastened to the two rings, in the upper part of the breast- 
plate, as is here directed: and above they wero fastened to 
the two buttons, upon the shoulder-pieces of the ephod, as 
is directed in the next verse. So the breast-plate was sup- 
ported by these two chains, which hung upon the buttons, 
as the breast-plate did upon them. 

Ver. 2G. And thou shalt make two rings of gold.] That 
is, two other besides those mentioned ver. 23. 

And thou shalt put them upon the two ends of the breast- 
plate.] This is to be understood of the lower corners of the 
breast-plate, as ver. 23. of the higher. 

In the border thereof] In the lower border of it. 

Winch is in the side.] Or, over against. 

Tlie ephod inward.] So that these two lowermost rings 
were not seen, being inward ; lying, as it were, between 
the ephod and the breast-plate, 

Ver. 27. And two other rings of gold thou shalt make.] 
These, though belonging to the ephod, are not mentioned 
till now ; because the use of them would more plainly ap- 
pear in this place. 

And shalt put them on the two sides of the ephod.] Or 
rather, shoulder-pieces of the ephod: for so we translate it 
more plainly, ver. 7. 

Underneath.] Below, at the lower end of the shoulder- 
pieces. 

Towards the fore-part thereof] Or, in its fore-part. 

Over against the coupling thereof] Opposite to the rings 
of the breast- plate ; being to be coupled to it by these rings. 

Above the curious girdle of the ephod.] All this is said only 
to mark out the place exactly, where these two rings were 
to be fastened to the ephod; that the breast-plate might be 
inseparable from it. 

Ver. 28. And they shall bind the breast-plate by the rings 
thereof, unto the rings of the ephod, with a lace of blue, that it 
maybe above the curious girdle of the ephod.] Abluelacc, or 
ribbon, being put through the two lower rings of the breast- 
plate, and then through the rings of the ephod: they by it 
were tied together, a little above the girdle of the ephod. 

And thai the breast-plate be not loosed from the ephod.] 
And thus being joined, they were not to be separated one 
from another ; no, not out of the time of ministration: but 
always continued so fast together, that the ephod could not 
be put on without the breast-plate. Thus Maimonides, 
and the Geinara, (cap. 7. of Joma,) If any one remove the 
breast-plate from the ephod, or the staves from the ark, he 
shall receive forty stripes. 

Ver. 29. And Aaron shall bear the names of the children of 
Israel in the breast-plate of judgment upon his heart.] Ap- 
pear in the name of the whole people of Israel, to beg di- 
rection of God in all difficult cases. 
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When he goeth in unto the holy place.'] Where with his 
face towards the ark (where the Divine Glory sat) he prayed 
to God for them. 

For a memorial before the Lord continually.] That God 
might remember them, when he remembered him daily of the 
promises made to them, and to their forefathers. Which, in 
Scripture phrase, denotes God's gracious hearing his pray- 
ers, when he addressed himself unto him, in the manner he 
required. For then he is said to remember his people; when 
he granted their desires : and they remembered him, when 
they did as he bade them. 

Ver. 30. And tt>ou shalt put in the'breast-plate of judg- 
ment.] It is called both here and in the foregoing verse the 
breast-plate of judgment, not only for the reason there named, 
but because the high-priest (nay, the whole body of the 
priests, but he especially) sat as a judge to determine se- 
veral controversies, as appears from many places, (Lev. x. 
11. Deut. xvii. 8, 9. xix. 7. xxxiii. 8. 2 Chron. xv.3, &c.) 

The urim and the thummim.] There is not the least inti- 
mation any where what these were, nor any direction given 
to Moses for the making of them, as there is for the rest of 
the priestly attire. Which may incline one to conclude one 
of these two things: either that they were things delivered 
to Moses by God himself, as the two tables of stone were; 
or that they are not things different from the precious stones 
beforementioned. But if the former of these were true, I 
should think it would have been as plainly mentioned that 
God delivered these unknown things to him, as that he did 
the two tables of stone. The other hath something in the 
Scripture to countenance it. For in the thirty-ninth chapter 
of this book, where Moses sets down the making of all 
those things which arc here ordered, he mentions only the 
four rows of stones, in the same manner as he doth here; 
but saith not a word of putting the nrim and thummim in 
the breast-plale : though he spake particularly of other 
things, even of the rings, and the chains, and the lace, where- 
by it was tied to the ephod. And, on 'the other side, when 
he speaks of habiting Aaron with all these vestments, in 
order to his consecration, he only saith, (Lev. viii. 8.) that 
he put the breast-plate upon him, also he put in the breast- 
plate the nrimand the thummim ;but saith not a word of the 
four rows of stones. For which it is hard to give a reason ; 
unless it be, because the urim and the thummim were one 
and the same thing with the twelve precious stones: so 
that it was indifferent, whether he .said urim and thummim 
were put into the breast-plate, or the twelve precious stones ; 
which are the only things in all this description of the holy 
vestments that can be thought to be urim and thummim. 
And, indeed, there'being such a particular direction for every 
thing else, and also a description of their form and fashion 
(as, that the chains should be oiwreathen work), one can- 
not but think there would have been something said of 
these, if they had been distinct from what was mentioned 
before. Mr. Mede, indeed, thinks that nothing is said con- 
cerning them, because they were things well knowTi to the 
patriarchs. But this is well confuted lately by another great 
man, Dr. Pocock,-in his late learned commentary upon the 
prophet Ilosea, (p. 149.) unto which I refer the reader, 
because I have other things to note, and would not willingly 
enlarge too much on this subject. 

As for that which some have said concerning two little 
images, or representations of angels, which were put in the 



hollow of the breast-plate, I see no foundation for such a 
conceit. One may better say, that these two words urim 
and thummim were written or wrought on the breast-plate; 
signifying that from hence they should receive the clearest 
and most perfect resolution of all their doubts. And of 
this opinion was R. Asaria in his Meor Enajim, cap. 46. 

But if we take the former to be the truer account, that he 
only repeats what he said before, (as he doth what he had 
said of the rings belonging to the breast-plate, ver. 14. 22.) 
then the meaning is, that the twelve stones should be the 
most sparkling, and most perfect in their kind, that could 
be got (for urim, all acknowledge, signifies jires ox illumina- 
tions; and thummim, the greatest perfection), and that all 
belonging to the breast-plate (the square stuff, the stones en- 
graved, the rings, the chains and lace) should be prepared 
and made ready before they were set in the breast-plate. 

And of this opinion (that the precious stones were the 
urim and the thummim) were Josephus and the Talmudic 
doctors, who therein, I take it, were in the right; though 
they do not give a likely account how the mind of God was 
declared by them. 

And they shall be upon Aaron's heart J] So it is said con- 
cerning the names of the children of Israel, (ver. 29.) which 
w T cre engraven on the twelve stones; and seems to confirm 
the foregoing interpretation. 

WJien he goeth in before the Lord.] To minister nnto the 
Divine Majesty, and to enquire of him: which he did in 
the holy place, standing with his face towards the ark in 
the holy of holies. Into which he went only once a year, 
upon a particular business, to expiate the sins of the peo-*^ 
pie; and had not on these glorious robes here mentioned; 
but was only clothed in fine linen, as we read, Lev. xvi. 
And therefore it is strange that Buxtorf should say he went 
into the Sanctum Sanctorum, with the urim and thummim, 
to inquire of God. See his history of them, cap. i. (where 
he alleges this verse for it) and cap. iii. 

And Aaron shall bear the judgment of the. children of 
Israel.] By judgment is here meant the breast-plate of judg- 
ment, as it is called, when he begins to speak of it, (ver. 
15.) and in the foregoing verse ; just as the ark of the testi- 
mony is sometimes called the testimony. Or else the mean- 
ing is, that he should carry the great concerns of the 
children of Israel (their weighty causes and doubts) before 
God ; and desire his direction for the king, for the great 
» council, and for the people, in all difficult matters, both in 
war and in peace, whether belonging to religion or to civil 
government. 

Upon his heart before the Lord.] He was never to ap- 
pear in the holy place without this breast-plate, with the 
names of all the children of Israel upon it. Many learned 
men have taken notice of that passage in JElian, (lib. xiv. 
Var. Hist. cap. 34.) where he relates how the Egyptian 
priests had an image made of sapphire stone about their 
neck (which was called 'AXiftua, i. e. truth), when they sat 
in judgment. And Diodorus Siculus saith, (lib. i. cap. 75.) 
that it consisted of more precious stones than one; from 
whence some have imagined that Moses took his pattern 
of this breast-plate. But as they did not wear this badge 
of authority, when they ministered about sacred things, 
hut in their civil courts where they sat as judges; so there 
is no reason to think this ornament of theirs was so old as 
the time of Moses (there being no mention of it in Hero* 
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dotus), but was rather a later invention, unto which other 
countries were not strangers. For the vestal virgins among 
the Romans, at least she that was called Maxima, wore an 
ornament upon her breast made of precious stones, as a 
statue digged up at Rome, in the beginning of the last cen- 
tury, seems to represent it, (sec Lipsius, cap. ult. de Vesta 
et Vestal.) And Gutherius hath proved that these vestal 
virgins sat in judgment, and tried causes, as the Pontifex 
Maximus did; and then, it is likely, and not at other times, 
\vore this antepectoralc. There is more ground also to 
say, that tho Egyptians took their pattern from the Jews, 
than that these took it from the Egyptians; there being in 
the time of Solomon a great correspondence between them, 
by his marriage with Pharaoh's daughter. 

Continually.'] Whensoever he appeared before the Lord 
to inquire of him. The greatest difficulty is, how the Lord 
answered by urim and thummim? Which the Jews gene- 
rally think was by the shining of the stones* and the pro- 
minence of such letters in them, as made the answer. If 
they had left out the latter part of this resolution (about 
the prominence of the letters) what they say would have 
been more likely: especially since Josephus only mentions 
their extraordinary splendour; telling us, for instance, that 
when the high-priest inquired, whether they should go to 
war or not? if God approved of it, there was such a re- 
fulgent brightness in the stones, d>c r$ irkifizt ttclvtX yvd>pi- 
fxov elvai % rb Trapeivat rov Gebv etc hrtKOvpiav, that made all the 
people know God would be present for their help and suc- 
cour. And when God did not approve of their undertak- 
ing, he saith there was a cloudiness upon the stones, as 
there had been for two hundred years (he confesses) be- 
fore he WTote his history, rov Gtov $va)(Epai vovrog Itt\ rtj 7ra- 
pa/3a<r£i twv vofuov, God being angry with thein, for the 
transgression of Ids laws, (lib. iii. Antiq. cap. 9.) But this 
alone could not resolve such questions as that Judg. i. 1. 
m Who shall go up first to fight against the Canaanites?" 
to which the Lord answered, (ver.2.) " Judah shall go up." 
For if this answer was given in the way now mentioned, 
.that stone alone, which had the name of Judah engraven 
on it, must have had a splendour in it above all the rest. 
Which if we should suppose, yet an answer could not 
have been given to all their questions, merely by the reful- 
gency of all, or of any one stone; as if they asked, Winch 
way they should go against an enemy? therefore it is more 
likely, that there was a voice which spake to the high-priest, 
from the Divine Glory, on the mercy-seat; as we read 
there was to Moses, when he went into the most holy place 
to speak with God, (Numb. vii. 89.) Against which I do 
not see what can be objected; and it seems far more pro- 
bable than their opinion, who think God inspired the high- 
priest at that time, when he consulted him, as he did the 
prophets. For this makes no difference between inquiring 
by urim and thummim, and by the prophets, but only this; 
that God (they say) constantly answered when the high- 
priest consulted him, which favour he did not always grant 
the prophets. If there be any truth also in what the Jews 
say concerning the bath-cpl under the second temple, it 
seems to me to tell us, that God then directed thcm,*with- 
out the nrim and thummim, in the same way as he had 
formerly done with it. Certain it is, that such a voice 
often spake to our Saviour, in the audience of his apostles, 
out of the high and holy place in the heavens; to shew that 



he was the prophet like unto Moses, whom he promised to 
raise up unto them, (Deut. xviifc 15.) 

There aro those who have adventured to affirm, that 
others besides the high-priest might wear the urim and 
thummim, to consult the Divine Majesty, particularly their 
kings. But how weak the grounds of this assertion are, 
will appear when I come to those places which they allege 
to justify it. I shall conclude what I have to note about 
this matter, with one observation more; that this is one oi" 
the principal reasons, why the government of this people 
before they had kings was (as Josephus calls it) theocracy, 
that is, the empire of God, because he, by this oracle of 
urim and thummim, prescribed how they should proceed 
in all their public affairs of great moment. And another 
reason was, because he stirred up judges when he thought 
it necessary ; who, being of his immediate appointment, are 
so far acknowledged by him, that when they were weary 
of Samuel's government (who was a judge) and desired a 
king, God declared it was not Samuel whom they rejected, 
but himself. 

Ver. 31. And thou shalt make the robe.] Tho Hebrew 
word mehil, which we translate robe, is by the Latins called 
pallium, and by the LXX. iroSnprj, a garment coming down 
to the ancles. The form of it is iutimated in the next verse; 
and the matter of it is here ordered to be all of blue, i. e. 
of blue cloth. Some, indeed, say of silk : but it is certain 
thechelet signifies wool died of a sky-colour. (See Brau- 
nius, lib. i. de Vest. Sacr. Hebr. cap. 9. n. 1.) 

Robe of the ephod.] So called, because the ephod was 
put upon it. 

Ver. 32. And there shall be a hole in the top of it.] From 
hence the form of it may be gathered, that it was like one 
of our surplices, or shirts without sleeves : but with two 
holes on the sides to let their hands through. And it was 
put on over their heads, it appears by this hole at the top ; 
and so covered their whole body. 

In the midst thereof.] Not cross-wise, from shoulder to 
shoulder : but long-wise, from the back to the middle of 
the breast, as Abarbinel expounds it. AVherein it differed 
from a surplice, and from the tunic, or coat : the hole of 
which at the top was round ; whereas this was oblong, as 
they speak. 

It shall have a binding.] This was both for handsome- 
ness, and for strength, that it might not be further slit. Jo- 
sephus mentions the former as a reason for this binding or 
border, that there might appear no §v<nrpiTrua (as his word 
is), wo deformity about the priest: and the text itself in the 
end of the verse mentions the latter, that it be not rent. This 
binding Abarbinel thinks, on the former account, was on 
the inside, for decorum's sake, that nothing might be se.cn 
but the robe. 

Of woven work.] It was not to be sewed to it, but woven 
with it of one entire piece ; which could not be done 
without a great deal of art. So Abarbinel ; the opening or 
hole was not to be cut with scissars, and then sewed with 
a needle ; but it was woven with the very garment. , 

As it were the hole of an habergeon.] The ancient haber- 
geons, or corselets, being made of leather and linen, needed a 
limbus about the neck to keep the part firm and tight. But 
whether the binding had hooks and eyes (as we call them) 
like those which are in corslets, to fasten the parts together, 
is uncertain. Abarbinel affirms it ; but without any authority. 
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That it be not rent.] That is, the robe be not rent in 
putting it on; or by the ephod and breast-plate that were 
upon it; for that had rendered it contemptible; a rent 
among us (saith L. Levi Barzelonita) being dishonourable, 
(Praecept. eiii.) 

Ver. 33. And beneath upon the hem of it.] Or, upon its 
skirts. Kara 7r££av, saith Josephus, towards the bottom, 
where it touched the feet. 

Thou shalt make pomegranates.] So the Hebrew word 
rimmonim undoubtedly signifies, as Maimonides and other 
learned Jews affirm. Jarchi saith, they were to be of the 
bigness of a hen's e^g. 

Of blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, round about the hem 
thereof] Though the robe itself was of one simple colour, 
yet the skirts of it were very much adorned by variety of 
colours in the pomegranates; which were made of yarn 
.died blue, purple, and scarlet, (of these see xxv. 4.) and the 
XXX. add, of fine linen. For so .we read they w r ere jnade, 
xxxix. 24. 

And bells of gold between tJiem round about.] The Tar- 
gum upon Esth. vi. 10. makes the kings of Persia to have 
worn such kind of garments. For he represents Ahasuerus 
as saying to Hainan, " Go to my wardrobe, and take one 
of my best purple cloaks, and of the hest silk vests, with 
gems at the four corners of it, and golden bells and pome- 
granates hanging round about." And no doubt they 
were intended partly as an ornament to the high-priest, 
their matter being of gold ; but what their form was we are 
-not told. There w r ere round bells in use amongst them, 
Jike those which we commonly see upon the collars of our 
.horses' necks : but Maimonides saith, these were of a pyra- 
jnidal figure, open at the bottom, with clappers in them, 
like our little hand-bells. 

Ver. 34. A golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell 
and a pomegranate, upon the bottom, &c] So there was a 
bell (as the Jews explain it) between every two pomegra- 
nates; and a pomegranate between every two bells. But 
how many of each there were is uncertain; though the Jews 
commonly say there were seventy-two. Which if it was 
true, and the pomegranates were of such a bigpess as was 
said before, this robe would have been so wide at the 
bottom, as to have been cumbersome, especially with so 
jnany pomegranates and bells hanging upon it. 

Ver. 35. And it shall be unto Aaron to minister.] He 
was never to appear before God without this garment; 
nor to wear it but when he ministered. The same is said 
of all the priestly garments, both of his and of his sons', 
(ver. 3, 4.) 

And his sound shall be heard when he goeth in unto the 
holy place before the Lord.] That the people, upon this 
notice, might fall to their prayers, while he was offering in- 
cense ; which represented their going up to heaven. 

And when he cometh out.] That they might then dispose 
themselves to be dismissed with his blessing. 

Tliat he die not.] For neglecting to appear before God, 
in this solemn manner, as he required. For it is the com- 
mon maxim among the Jews, that when the priests were 
clothed with their garments, they were held to be priests; 
when they were not so clothed, they were not priests. 
That is, if they presumed to minister without this attire, 
it was an illegal act, and unacceptable to God. (See 
ver. ult.) 
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Ver. 36. And thou shalt make a plate of pure gold.] The 
Hebrew word zitz is translated irirakov by the LXX. 
which signifies a leaf expanded. And such was this plate 
(as we render it), a thin piece of gold, two fingers broad (as 
Jarchi tells us), and so long as to reach from one ear to the 
other; being bound to the forehead with a string, which 
was tied behind the head; and thence is called & crown, 
(xxxix. 30.) as all things are which compass the forehead. 
And crowns being anciently made of flowers or leaves, 
which we call garlands, Josephus saith this crown was 
adorned with the figures of that flower which the Greeks 
call Kvavbg, of which there were three rows, (lib. iii. Antiq. 
cap. 8.) And indeed the Hebrew word zitz signifies a 
flower; which hath made some think this plate had its 
name from the flowers which were wrought in it, to make 
it look more beautiful. .(See xxix. 6.) 

And grave upon it like the engravings of a signet.] Not 
by cutting the letters deep in the plate, but :by making them 
protuberant, like those which are made by a seal upon 
wax. (See ver. 22.) 

Holiness to the Lord.] The ancient crowns perhaps 
had some image or other in them (for in later times Domitian 
had a golden crown with the effigies of Jupiter and Miner- 
va, as Suetonius tells us), instead of which, God commands 
his own great name to be engraven on Aaron's crown .in 
these words ; which signify, that he .was separated to the 
service of the Most High. It is but a frivolous question 
which the Jews make, whether these words were engraven 
in one line, or in two, one above another? for there is po 
reason to make us think they were not in one line as they 
are here written. 

Ver. 37. And thou shalt put it on a blue lace.] It hung on 
a ribbon of blue, by which it was fastened upon the mitre, 
as it follows in the next words. The Talmudists fancy there 
were three ribbons, one at each ear, and one in the middle, 
which is this here mentioned. But this one was sufficient 
for the purpose, as will appear when the next words are 
rightly understood. 

That it may be upon the mitre.] There was an order be- 
fore for making a mitre, among other vestments: but we 
have not been told hitherto of what it was made, (which is 
mentioned below, ver. 30.) nor what was the form of it. 
The Latins anciently called it stroppus, which is the same 
with the Greek otqq$iqv\ being a fillet wound about the head 
of their priests, as Festus tells us. Prudentius calls it 
tortam infulam, because it was made sometimes of three or 
four ribbons or laces wreathed together, (vid. Cuperus in 
his Apotheosis Homeri, p. 138.) The ancient Greeks call 
it tiara, and cidaris, and sometimes diadema, which was 
commonly made of byssus, or fine linen, as appears even 
from the story of Alexander the Great, who (as Justin 
tells us) took his diadem from his head to bind up the 
wdunds of Lysimachus; (lib. xv.) which shews that it was 
made of fine linen, which was proper for that purpose. 

They were, of divers colours, but commonly white : and 
such -were the diadems of kings, which Aminianus calls 
fasciolam candidam, ngice majestatis insigne, (lib. xii.) Such 
was the mitre of the high-priest (ver. 39.) and the bonnets 
of the lower priests. The former of which they called 
mitznephet, and the other migbaoth. They did not differ 
at all in their matter, but only in their form. Both consisted 
of sixteen ells of fine linen, as the. Hebrew doctors agreej 
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but do not tell us of what breadth : which might be mapped 
round several times about, into Avhat fonn they pleased. 
And the migbaoth, or bonnets, they all say came lower down 
upon the forehead than the mitre, and rose up higher, 
like a hillock. But the mitznephet did not cover the 
forehead at all, and was flatter than the bonnets, but much 
broader, consisting of more folds round, like the turbans 
which are now worn in the east, or like a half sphere. 

Now some understand these words, that it may be upon 
the mitre, as if the golden plate was bound upon the mitre, 
which is contrary to what follows, (ver. 38.) it shall be 
upon Aaron's forehead. This therefore must be understood 
of the lace or ribbon, w T hich was to come down over the 
mitre, to fasten the golden plate which depended upon it. 
For being put through a little hole in the middle of the 
plate, it went over the mitre; and each end of it being put 
into the holes of the plate which were at each ear, it 
was brought up again and tied over the mitre. Thus we 
must interpret.it, if there was but one string to fasten it. 
It cannot be denied, indeed, that sometimes more than one 
thing of a kind is intended where the Scripture speaks 
in the singular number, (as in viii. 21. x. 4, &c.) and there- 
fore we may conceive, as I said before, that there were 
three ribbons, one at each end, and another in the middle, 
by which it hung upon the forehead ; whereby they might 5 
more easily be fastened at the top of the mitre. 

Upon the' fore-front of the mitre it shall be.] That is, the 
golden plate shall bean the fore-front of it. By w T hich it 
appears that the HebreAV. doctors rightly described it, as 
reaching before from ear to ear; but no part of it behind. 
That is, it was a half-circle, not a whole, encompassing 
only the fore-part of the head, not like other crowns that 
encompass it round. 

Ver. 38. And it shall be upon Aaron's forehead.] The 
initrc, as I said before, did not come down low (as the 
bounets did), but only covered the crown and the upper 
part of the head, the whole forehead being left bare, that 
there might be space enough for this plate of gold to lie. 
np'on it, and for his phylacteries, as the Jews will have it, 
which were next to the mitre, and then the crown, a little 
above the eyes. But some of them think the high-priest 
wore no phylacteries, having no need of them, when he 
was clothed with so many holy garments. But, not to 
trouble ourselves with that, it appears by these words that 
the plate did not lie. upon the mitre, but upon the high- 
priest's forehead. 

TJiat Aaron may bear the iniquity of the holy things, 
ivhich the children of Israel shall hallow in all their gifts.] 
These words suppose there might be some defects in their 
sacrifices and gifts, which they consecrated and presented 
unto God (though they were ignorant of it), which were all 
pardoned (for that is meant by bearing, that is, taking aivay 
iniquity) by the intercession of their high-priest, when ho 
appeared before God with this crown upon his head, that 
is, thus perfectly ancf completely attired. Wherein he re- 
presented our great high-priest, Christ Jesus; by.Avhosc 
perfect sanctity and satisfaction all the defects of our sin- 
cere services are supplied. 

And it shall be always upon his forehead.] That is, when- 
soever he Avcnt in to minister in the holy place. 

That he may be accepted before the Lord.] That the chil- 
dren of Israel and their sacrifices and gifts might be ac-^ 



ceptcd when they presented them to God ; which they 
were not, if the high-priest die 1 not appear before him in 
this manner on their behalf. The heathens themselves (as 
Athcnacus informs us, lib. xv. cap. 5.) thought prayer* 
and sacrifices then acceptable to their gods, when they of- 
fered them with crowns on their heads. And therefore a 
great many authors tell us, the priests in all countries were 
crowned when they ministered; nay, the sacrifices them- 
selves, and their altars, and their holy utensils, were 
crowned ; as if all their services had been ineffectual if 
made without a crown. For they that prepared the beasts 
for sacrifice, and the musicians, and all that were present, 
were crowned, as appears out of ancient coins and innu- 
merable ancient writers. (See Cuperus, Apothcos. Horn. 
p. 70.) . 

Ver. 39. And thou shalt embroider the coat of fine linen.] 
This coat is one of the garments ordered to be made ver. 
4. in Hebrew called ketonah: from whence both the Greek 
word x""wv, and the Latin tunica, seem to be derived. The 
matter of it was fine linen, and therefore it was white. The 
form of it w r as not much unlike one of our shirts, with 
sleeves coming down to the wrists; but made pretty close 
to the body, and so long as to reach down to the heels. It 
was the most inward of all the priestly garments, being 
next to their body. And though it be not mentioned in the 
description of it; there is no doubt that it had a slit in the 
neck of it, by which it was put over their head, and then 
tied to the neck with strings. 

Embroidered.] The Hebrew word taschbetz all agree sig- 
nifies a work with certain figures woven in it, either of 
gold or other materials. But what sort of figures is not 
certain. The famous Salmasius thinks they were round, 
like to our eyes. Others take them to have been square or 
cubical. R. Sol. Jarchi saith in general, that it was a 
work like the ouches (as we translate mischbetzoth), in 
which the precious stones were set. But none, I think, 
hath made such likely guesses at the figure of them as Jo. 
Braunius, w T ho takes them to have been nothing else, but 
lacus aut fossulas angulares, &c. such little deep holes, as 
.resemble those that arc in one of the stomachs of those ani- 
mals that chew the cud, called reticulum. (See lib. i. de 
Vestitu Sacerd. Hebraeorum, cap. 17.) 

And thou shalt make the mitre of linen.] See ver. 37. where 
the mitre is mentioned. 

And thou shalt make the 'girdle of needle-work.] It is 
mentioned before (ver. 4.) under the name of abanet, or 
abnet, w r hich, no doubt, signifies a girdle or belt ; yet not like 
our common girdles, but like that which we call a sash, 
being made of twined linen and w r orstcd of divers colours, 
as we find xxxix. 29. where blue, and purple, and scarjet, 
signifies wool, or worsted-yarn of these colours. Such 
were the girdles of all the priests, which they wore all the 
year, the high-priest as well as the rest, except upon one 
day (that of expiation), when he had on a girdle of fine 
linen only, not mixed with woollen. These girdles were of 
such a length, that they might go round the body more than 
once, as Josephus tells us, lib. iii. cap. S. For, if we 
may believe him, they were two-and-thirty ells long, and 
four fingers broad, being hollow Avithin. When they A\*ere 
not in the act of ministration, both ends of them hung 
doAvn to their very feet, 7rpoc £V7rptV«av, &c. (as the same 
Josephus speaks) for comeliness' sake, that they might ap- 
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pear more goodly to the beholders : which agrees to what 
Moses saith in the next verse, that they (as all the priestly 
garments, ver. 2.) were made for glory and beauty. But 
when they went about any holy work belonging to their 
office, they threw them over their left shoulder, that they 
might not be a hindcrance to them. The use of this girdle 
was to gird their coat close to them, which they tucked up 
also in the girdle (when they went about their ministry) to 
the middle of their legs, that it might not encumber them 
in their service. 

Of needle-work.] This was a different sort of word from 
taschbetz, (which we translate broidered, ver. 4.) and from 
choscheb, (which we translate cunning, ver. 6. 15.) and is 
here called rokem ; which signifies the same with choscheb, 
as to the variety of colours and figures in the work : but 
choscheb, as the Hebrew doctors tell us, was done by 
weaving, and rokem with a needle, as we rightly take 
it. Of the two, choscheb was the most artificial, as the 
word seems to intimate; being wrought on both sides 
with the same figures, whereas rokem was only on one 
side. This they gather from xxvi. 31. where the veil 
is ordered to be made of the work called choscheb, which 
it is probable was glorious on both sides, both within and 
without the most holy place. Josephus saith, this girdle 
was wrought with flowers of the several colours mentioned 
xxxix. 29. 

Ver. 40. And for Aaron's sons thou shalt make coats.] 
The coats of all the priests, as well as of the high-priest, 
were embroidered, as Maimonides expressly affirms. And 
it seems to be the sense of ver. 4. where he is commanded 
to make garments not only for Aaron, but for his sons (i. e. 
all the rest of the priests), among which the broidered coat 
may well be thought to belong to them. (See xxxix. 27.) 

And thou shalt make for them girdles.] The girdles of 
the inferior priests were the very same with that of the 
high-priest (as well as their tunics or coats), being to bind 
their coats to their body. 

And bonnets.] How these differed from the mitre of the 
high-priest, in their form not in their matter, see ver. 37. 

For glory and for beauty.] The garments of all the 
priests were contrived to make them appear in a splendid 
and comely manner, when they ministered to the glorious 
majesty of God, being of fine linen, which was worn by 
the greatest persons, made with great art, especially their 
coats and girdles, which were finely adorned (as I have 
shewn in the verses foregoing) with elegant figures and 
rich colours: for blue, or sky-colour, purple and scarlet, 
belonged to kings and persons of honour. But the gar- 
ments of the high-priest were above all the rest most glo- 
rious, and designed so to be, (ver. 2.) For besides those 
common to him with all the priests, which were very cost- 
ly, he had others far more precious : particularly the ephod 
and its girdle, the breast-plate set with stones of great 
value, the robe, and the crown of gold. The two stones 
also on the shoulders of the ephod, were not only precious 
in their kind, but for their bigness; being so large, that 
twelve names w T ere engraven in them, containing six-and- 
thirty letter^. All which considered, Philo had reason to 
say (L. do Saccrd. Hon.) it is manifest the law dressed up 
their priest, BaviXlwg «c otav6rr\Ta koI t<jlojv, to the ve?ie- 
rableness and honour of a king. For the priesthood in old 
time was 30 honourable, that kings themselves discharged 
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it: which is the reason that in Scripture princes and priests 
have the same name of cohenim. 

To all which I may add, that they took such care all 
their garments should be for glory and beauty, that when 
they were foul, they did not wash them, nor repair them 
when they had any breach in them : but new ones were - 
bought, and the old employed about the lamps in the feast 
of tabernacles. (See Mr. Selden, lib. iii. de Synedr. cap. 
11. p. 142.) 

Ver. 41. And thou shalt put them upon Aaron thy bro- 
ther, and his sons tvith Mm.] As we read he did, Lev. viii. 
6, 7, &c. 13. ; and this was part of Aaron's consecration, 
ver. 3. of this chapter. 

And shalt anoint them.] He anointedAaron by pouring 
the holy oil upon his head ; (Lev. viii. 12.) but he anointed 
his sons only by sprinkling some of it upon their garments 
(as he did upon his also) with the blood of the sacrifice, 
(xxix. 21. Lev. viii. 30.) 

And consecrate them.] By the sacrifice of a ram, called 
the ram of consecration, the blood of which he put upon 
the tip of their right ear, &c. (xxix. 20. Lev. viii. 22, 23, 
&c.) and by the wave-offering which he put into their hands, 
that they might wave them before the Lord, xxix. 24/ 
Lev. viii. 27. from whence the phrase for consecrate here 
in this place is in Hebrew^// their hand. 

And sanctify them.] By the foregoing ceremonies. For 
they were set apart to the Divine service, by putting on 
their garments, anointing them, and offering the sacrifice 
of consecration, and by washing them with water, as ap- 
pears from Lev. viii. 6, 7. 12. where it is said, he anointed 
Aaron to sanctify him; and ver. 30. having sprinkled their 
garments, it is said he sanctified Aaron, and his garments, 
and his sons, and his sons' garments with him. 

Ver. 42. And thou shalt make them linen breeches.'] 
Though these are mentioned in the last place, yet they 
were put on the first of all the priest's garments; after them 
the coat, which being girt about with the girdle, the bonnet 
was put upon the priest's head. The high-priest, in like 
manner, having put on his breeches, coat, and girdle 
(which were common to all priests), was clothed with his 
robe, and next with the ephod and breast-plate, which were 
inseparable; and last of all with his mitre and the golden 
crown. To which order nature itself directed them; the 
inward garments being always put on before the outward. 

Now as to these miknese, which we truly render breeches, 
the matter of them was linen, as we are here informed: and 
not ordinary linen, but that which the Hebrews call schesch, 
which was fine linen ; and more than that, they were of 
twined (or six-threaded) linen, as we read xxxix. 28. 
They w r ere made with great art, being woven of one piece, 
and not sewed together, as Maimonides tejls us. The form 
of them was like our breeches or drawers, which may be 
the reason why Moses here uses a word of the dual num- 
ber, because they had two parts, which covered each thigh 
distinctly. 

To cover their nakedness.] This was opposed, as Mai- 
monides thinks, to the idolatrous worship of Peor; which, 
if we may believe him, was so beastly, that it was per- 
formed by discovery of their nakedness, (MoroNevoch. 
par. iii. cap. 45.) 

From the loins even to the thighs they shall reach.] They 
were bound about the loins with strings, which run through 
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the top of them, that they might be drawn Stralter or 
looser, as they pleased; and came down the thighs as far 
as to their knees. There were some breeches anciently 
which covered tho legs also, and came down to the feet, 
such as sailors use in cold countries : but these did not 
come down so low, the intention of them being only to co- 
ver those parts (as it goes before) which ought not to be 
exposed. For though they had a coat over their whole 
body, yet that being loose and wide below, by some acci- 
dent or other, those parts might have been sfcen which ought 
to be secret, if that had not been prevented by these 
drawers, which so covered the lower parts, that nothing 
could possibly be seen. For in this they differed from our 
drawers, that they had no opening, either behind or before. 
Some think before this time there were no such thing as 
breeches in use among the Hebrews ; nor after this, among 
any other men but the priests in their ministration. But 
in latter ages they came in use, as appears from Dan. 
iii. 21. 

Ver. 43. And they shall be upon Aaron, and tipon his 
$ons,when they come in urito the taberi\acle,or when they come 
near unto the altar to minister in the holy place. ~] They 
could not be permitted so much as to appear in the taber- 
nacle, much less to minister, especially in the holy place, 
Tvithout their holy vestments. Which they w T 6re there only, 
but in no other place: for at home, or abroad, or in the 
Sanhedrin, and all other places out of the temple, they wore 
common garments, such as other men did. Insomuch that 
St. Paul could not distinguish the high-priest, when he sat 
in the court, by his habit, from other judges,(Acts xxiii. 5.) 
And accordingly as we read, Ezek. xlii. 34.xliv. 17 — 19. 
an express precept for putting off the priests' garments, and 
laying them up in the chambers appointed for that purpose, 
when they went out of the court where they ministered. 
The high-priest, as Mairnonidcs informs us, had a chamber, 
or vestry, peculiar to himself, where his garments were laid 
up, when he put them off, as the robes of kings are in their 
wardrobe. Of this one cannot reasonably doubt, that they, 
being not only precious, but sacred things, were kept safe 
in the temple, which was a holy place. And so were the gar- 
ments of the inferior priests, as we may learn from Ezra and 
Nehemiah ; who, among other things put into the treasury, 
mention a certain number of priests' garments, (Ezra ii. G9. 
Nehem. vii. 70.) In their vestries also there were pecu- 
liar chests, where every sort of vestment was kept by 
itself. All the breeches, for instance, which had this in- 
scription, Miknese, i. e. breeches. In like manner, all the 
coats and the bonnets had two distinct chests, with this in- 
scription, Ketonoth and Migbaoth: and so had the rest, as 
we are told in theJMisnaTamid, cap. 5. 

But while they were in the temple, they might keep on 
their holy garments (only not sleep in them there) even at 
those hours when they did not minister. Which this text 
seems to suppose, when it saith, they shall be upon them, 
when they come into the tabernacle, as well as when they 
come near unto the altar to minister. Thus the Talmudists: 
in the temple they might keep on their garments, whether 
in the time of their ministration, or out of it. But this 
they understand only of their breeches, their coat, and bon- 
net : for their girdle they were bound to lay aside as soon 
as they had done ministering. 

Tliat they bear not iniquity and die.'] That God do not 



punish them with death, for being so profane as to ap- 
pear before him without their feoly garments, which he ap- 
pointed to preserve his service from contempt. 

It shall be a statute for ever unto him, and his seed after 
him.'] That is, as long as there shall be any priest of the 
order of Aaron, they shall appear before God in these gar- 
ments. But that priesthood being abolished by the truo 
eternal priesthood of Christ, there is no longer any use of 
them; no more than of the sacrifices those priests offered, 
which are completed in the sacrifice of Christ. As for the 
Jewish sense of these words, it is manifest that it hath been 
long confuted ; there having been no priesthood, nor holy 
garments, nor sacrifices, no, nor temple among them, for 
above sixteen hundred years. Nay, before the coming of 
our Saviour, some of the prfestly ornaments, and those the 
chief of all, were gone, viz. the vrim and the thunimim in 
the breast-plate; which they generally confess were not in 
the second temple : and it may be a question, whether they 
continued to the end of the first. But the truth is, there 
was the breast-plate and the ephod, and consequently the 
vrim and thummim, as to its matter and form (though it 
had lost its use, there being no answers from God given by 
it), and accordingly all the rest of the priestly garments re- 
mained as long as there was any priesthood; which is the 
full sense of these words, a statute for ever to him, and 
his seed after him. 



CHAR XXIX. 

Vcr.l. JjLND this is the thing that thou shall do vnto them 
to hallow them.] Having ordered Aaron and his sons to be 
set apart to attend upon him in his house as his ministers; 
he now directs how they should be hallowed (or made holy), 
that is, separated to his service in the priest's office. 
* To minister unto me in the priest's office.] This was the 
design of their separation from other men, as was often 
said before, (xxviii. 1 . 3, 4. 41. 43.) 

Take one young bullock and two rams without blemish.] 
There were several things to be done before this, though 
this was the chief. For they were to be washed, and robed 
with their priestly garments, and anointed; and then they 
were completed by peculiar sacrifices, which are directed 
and described, ver. 10, 11, &c. and put in execution, Lev. 
viii. 1, 2, &c. 

Ver. 2. 'And unleavened bread, &c] Together with the 
foregoing sacrifices (which it will appear hereafter were of 
several sorts), there was a mincha to be offered ; bread be- 
ing necessary at a table together with flesh. And this con- 
sisted of three parts ; unleavened bread, unleavened cakes 
tempered with oil, and unleavened wafers (or thin cakes, like 
to our pancakes) anointed with oil, before they were put 
into the pan to be fried. All these were to be made of 
wheaten flour : and the two last were accounted a delicious 
bread among the Greeks, as Athcnaeus tells us, lib. iii. 
Deipnpsoph. 

Ver. 3. And thou shall put them into one basket, &c] 
All these, making but one meat-offering, were to be put 
into one basket, and so brought to the door of the taber- 
nacle, to bo presented there to God, together with the bul- 
lock and rams, (ver. 23.) 

Ver. 4. And Aaron and his sons thou shall bring unto 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. XXIX.] 



UPON EXODUS. 



301 



the door of the tabernacle.] To be presented unto God, to- 
gether with their sacrifice. 

And skalt wash them with water.] This was the first 
thin"- that was done for the hallowing them, (ver. 1.) as we 
read Lev. viii. 6. and was performed, some think, at the 
laver, which is directed to he. made . in the next chapter, 
(xxx. 18, 19.) where they were to repeat this washing 
every time they went in to minister unto God. But now, 
I take it to be more likely, at their first consecration, water 
was brought from thence to wash them at the door of the 
tabernacle, before they were permitted to enter into it. 
Whether their who^e bodies were now washed, is not said; 
but we may probably gather that they were ; for they were 
now looked on as wholly unclean (being unhallowed), and 
therefore were to be washed all over : though, being once 
cleansed, they needed not do more, when they went to 
minister, but only wash their hands and their feet; which 
agrees with our Saviour's words, John xiii. 10. Such 
washings, every body knows, were in use among the gen- 
tiles before they offered sacrifice. 

Ver. 5. And thouslialt take the garments.] Their bodies 
being washed, they were, next of all, robed with those gar- 
ments prescribed in the foregoing chapter. 

And put upon Aaron the coat, and the robe of the ephod, 
and the ephod, &c] The order wherein these garments 
were put on, according to the Tahnudists, was this: first 
the breeches were put on by the priest himself, and that 
privately; which is the reason, perhaps, they arc not here 
mentioned. They being tied about his loins, Moses put 
upon him the close coat, which came down to his ankles. 
Then this being bound to him by the girdle (which went 
round several times about him under the arm-holes), he put 
upon him his bonnet. This was the manner of habiting an 
ordinary priest. But when the high-priest was conse- 
crated, after the girdle, beforcnamed, was put on the robe, 
with the ephod and breast-plate, and then his mkre; to 
which was added the golden-plate, tied with a blue riband 
upon his forehead. (See Scldcn de Succession, ad Pontif. 
lib.ii. cap. 8.) 

Ver. 6. And put the holy crown upon his head.] By this 
crown is meant nothing else but the golden-plate, on which 
was written holiness to the Lord; (xxviii. 36.) which is 
expressly called by the name of a crown, xxxix. 30. Lev. 
viii. 9. being bound upon the forehead with a blue riband 
like a diadem. Josephus seems to call the mitre by the 
name of a crown, (lib. vi. Ilalos. cap. 15.) but then he im- 
mediately adds, 7rcpi rjv xpvaovg aXXoc >1v mitpavog, &e. 
about which there was another golden crown, having holy 
letters written in it, &c. (Vide Selden, lib. ii. de Succes- 
sion, cap. 7.) 

Ver. 7. And thou shall take the anointing oil.] The next 
thing that was done for the consecration of Aaron, was 
anointing him with that oil which God ordered to be made, 
xxx. 31, 32, &c. 

And pour it upon his head, and a?wint him.] The Jews 
seem to think these two distinct things, pouring oil on his 
head, and then anointing him. The manner of which they 
say was thus : the oil being poured upon his head, which 
ran down to his face, he that anointed him drew with his 
finger the figure of the Greek letter chi (or St. Andrew's 
cross) upon his forehead between his eyebrows. This was 
done, Ahcn Ezra thinks, before his mitre was put upon his 



head. But that is contrary to the order here set down, 
which prescribes the putting on all his priestly garments 
(of which this was one) before the anointing. And he was 
therefore to be anointed in all his habiliments, because he 
was anointed to minister unto God ; which he could not do 
without all the holy garments, (xxviii. 43.) particularly this, 
it being unlawful to appear before God with the head un- 
covered ; as it was also among the gentiles. Other of the 
Jewish doctors therefore think, that when his head was 
wrapped about with, the mitre, a place was left bare upon 
his crown for the pouring the oil upon it. Certain it 
is, that it was so poured on his head, as to run do^vn 
upon his beard, (Psal. exxxiii. 2.) . And the Jews say, 
the form of the letter chi was drawn upon his forehead 
to distinguish his anointing from that of their kings ; who 
were anointed in the form of a circle, or crown. (Seje* 
Selden de Succession, lib. ii. cap. 9.) Where he ob- 
serves also, that there being no holy oil all the time 
of the second temple after the captivity, they made high- 
priests only by putting on their holy garments. Which that 
they might have complete, they made an imitation of urim 
and thummim (though they had not the oracle itself), that 
none of the eight garments might be wanting. So Maimo- 
nides. 

The only remaining difficulty is, whether all Aaron's sons 
were anointed as well as himself. And Mr. Selden, in the 
place beforenamed, thinks they were at the first, but not in 
future times: though all Aaron's successors in the high 
priesthood were consecrated by anointing, as long as the 
holy oil lasted ; that is, to the captivity of Babylon, or, as 
some say, fifty years before, when it was hid, and no more 
found. And there is a place in the next chapter which 
seems to favour this opinion, (xxx. 30.) But as we read of 
no command for their anointing, as there is here for Aaron's; 
so, when this command came to be executed, it is said ex- 
pressly, that Moses poured oil on Aaron's head; but that 
upon his sons he only put the holy garments, (Lev.'viii. 
12, 13.) And therefore he is peculiarly called, " the high- 
priest from among his brethren, upon whose head the anoint- 
ing oil was poured," (Lev. xxi. 10.) The anointing there- 
fore of his sons, (xxx. 30.) is only meant of that unction 
which is here mentioned, ver. 21. of this chapter, where a 
mixture is ordered to* be made of the blood of the sacrifice 
and of their anointing oil, which was ordered to be sprinkled 
both upon Aaron and his sons, and upon their garments, 
and was a part of their consecration. For it was done ac- 
cordingly at that time, as we read Lev. viii. 30. So that 
Aaron himself had a double unction ; one proper to him 
alone, as high-priest, upon whose head the holy oil was 
poured ; another common to him with his sons, as he was 
a priest, whose garments were sprinkled with the oil and 
blood mingled together. 

Ver. 8. And thou shall bring his sons, and put coats upon 
them.] The high-priest was first habited, and then his sons, 
in the order I have described, (ver. 5.) 

Ver. 9. And thou shalt gird them with girdles, &c] See 
ver. 5. 

And the priesfs office shall be theirs, &c] That is, as 
long as the holy garments were upon them, the priesthood 
was upon them: but if they were not upon them, neither 
was the priesthood upon them. They are the words of 
Maimonidcs in Ccli ' Hammickdash, cap. 10. Or tho 
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meaning maybe, they shall enjoy in perpetual succession 
tho office of priests, as their father and his successors the 
office of high-priests. 

And than shall consecrate Aaron and Ms sons.'] Thus do- 
ing, they shall be completely consecrated. For in the He- 
brew the phrase is, shall fill the hand of Aaron, &c. which 
was done after the manner prescribed, ver. 22 — 24, &c. 
"WTiich shews that this was the principal part of their con- 
secration: or, at least, the consummation of it. And there 
was, besides this, a peculiar offering, which both Aaron 
and his sons are commanded to offer, in the day of their 
anointing, (Lev. vi. 20, 21.) 

Ver. 10. And thou shalt cause a bullock.] The young bul- 
lock he commanded him to take, (ver. 1.) 

To be brought before the tabernacle of the congregation.] 
In order to its being offered to God : for in this and in the 
following verses, the sacrifices are prescribed which were 
to be made at the consecration of Aaron and his sons; 
which were there : the first is this here mentioned, which 
was an offering for sin, as appears from ver. 14. For till 
their sins were expiated, they were not fit to offer anything 
to God ; much less to offer for the sins of others. The 
next was a holocaust, or whole burnt-offering, as a gift or 
present, whereby they were recommended to God. . And 
the third was a peace-offering ; on which they made a feast, 
and by that werein itiated into God's family. 

And Aaron and his sons shall put their hands upon the 
heads of the bullock.] This was the form in all sacrifices, 
both burnt-offerings (Lev. i. 4.) and peace-offerings, (Lev. 
iii. 2. 8.) by which they devoted the sacrifice to be the 
Lord's. But in sin-offerings, there being a solemn confes- 
sion of sins made, (Lev. xvi. 21.) he that laid his hands on 
the beast, seemed thereby to have transferred the guilt from 
himself unto the sacrifice, desiring it might be accepted 
for him. 

Ver. II. And thou shalt kill the bullock before the Lord.] 
Though Moses was never consecrated after the manner of 
Aaron, yet he was made a priest, for this peculiar purpose, 
by an extraordinary commission from God. 

By the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.] 
Where the altar of burnt-offering was placed, at the erec- 
tion of the tabernacle, (xl. 6. 29.) 

Ver. 12. And thou shalt take of the blood of the bullock, 
andput it upon the horns of the altar with thy finger.] Some 
have fancied that he means upon the horns of the altar of 
incense; because, when a priest offered a sin-offering for 
himself he was so to do, (Lev. iv. 7.) But it is to be con- 
sidered, that Aaron and his sons, for whom this sacrifice 
was offered, were not yet priests, but common men, who, 
by this sacrifice, were to be made priests : whose blood 
therefore was to be put upon the horns of the altar of burnt- 
offerings, as is expressly required in other sin-offerings, 
(Lev. iv. 25. 30.) 

And pour all the blood.] All the rest of the blood. 

Beside the bottom of the altar.] This shews he speaks of 
the altar of burnt-offerings; at the bottom of which there 
was a trench, into which they poured the blood of the sa- 
crifice, as I shall shew hereafter. . 

Ver. 13. And thou shalt take all the fat that covereth the 
inivards.] He means that part of the beast which is called 
the omentum, in which all the bowels are wrapped ; which 
in Lev. ix, 19. is simply called that xyhich covereth. This 



hath a great deal of fat upon it, to keep the bowels warm, 
and was much used in ancient sacrifices, both among the 
Greeks and Romans, who herein followed the Jews. Nay, 
the Persians also offered to the gods nothing but the omen- 
tum, or a part of it, as Bochartus observes out of Strabo. 
(See Hierozoic. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 45.) And from the con- 
dition and situation of the omentum, the heathen diviners 
made their conjectures ; insomuch, that some think it had 
the name of omentum, because they made their good or 
bad omens from thence. 

And the caid that is above the liver.] Our interpreters 
take this for the diaphragm, or the midriff, upon which the 
liver hangs. But Bochartus hath demonstrated, I think, 
that it signifies the greatest lobe of the liver, upon which 
the bladder of gall lies, (lib. ii. Hierozoic. par. i. cap. 45.) 
The only argument against it is, that this jothereth (as the 
Heb^vs call it) is said here to be above the liver, and 
therefore must signify the diaphragm, upon which the liver 
depends. But the particle al signifies upon, as well as 
above: and is to be here so translated, upon or by the liver. 
And the reason why this lobe of the liver was peculiar to 
the altar, was because of the fat that is upon it. 

And the two kidneys, &c] For the same reason the kid- 
neys w r ere appropriated to God : which had one of their 
names from the fat that is upon them, which Homer (as 
the same Bochartus there observes) calls lirivz<f>pt$iov. 
. Ver. 14. And the flesh of the bullock and his skin, &c] 
The burnt-offering being flayed, the skin of it was given to 
the priest, (Lev. vii. 8.) But in sin-offerings the skin was 
burnt (and the flesh also in some cases), and that also 
without the camp, not at the altar, (Lev. iv. 11, 12. viii. 
17.) The heathen sometimes burnt the skin even of their 
holocausts, as Bochart shews, par. i. Hierozoic. lib. ii. 
cap. 34. 

Shalt thou burn tvith fire, &c] The Hebrew word hero 
for burn is quite different from that in the foregoing vctsc, 
which is used concerning the burning of incense, which soon 
vanished into smoke, as the fat there mentioned did. But 
the flesh, and the skin, and the dung, were burnt with a 
stronger fire, and were longer before they were consumed ; 
and therefore burnt without the camp, where the ashes were 
poured out, as a thing abominable. 

It is a sin-offering.] The priest might eat of any sin-offer- 
ing, whose blood was not brought into the sanctuary ; or 
rather it was his duty so to do, (Lev. x. 17.) because it ar- 
gued that the people's sin was borne and taken away by 
the priest. It may seem strange then that Moses (who was 
in the place of a priest) is ordered to burn all this sin-offer- 
ing, and not permitted to eat of it; though Aaron and his 
sons could not, because they were not yet priests. The best 
reason I have found of it is, that it was to signify the im- 
perfection of the legal dispensation ; since the sins of the 
priests themselves could not be taken away by the priests 
of the law, or their sacrifices ; but were to expect a belter 
sacrifice, or a better high-priest, as Dr. Jackson's words 
are in his Consecration of the Son of God, cap. 26. in 2. 

Ver. 15. And thou shalt also take one ram.] One of the 
rams mentioned above, (ver. 1.) 

■ Aaron and his sons shall put their hands upon the head of 
the ram.] See concerning this, ver. 10. 

Ver. 16. And thou shalt slay the ram.] Where the bul- 
lock >yas killed, by the door of the tabernacle, (ver. 11.) 
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And thou shall take his blood, and sprinkle it round about 
upon the altar.'] It was a different sacrifice from the other, 
and therefore had different ceremonies belonging to it; some 
of the blood of the bullock being only put on the horns of 
the altar, (ver. 12.) How the blood was sprinkled round 
about upon the altar, will be explained Lev. i. 11. 

Ver. 17. And thou shalt cut the ram in pieces.'] That the 
parts might the more easily be burnt upon the altar. 

And tvash the inwards of him, &c] Upon which there 
was a great deal of fat; which being put upon the pieces, 
and the head, made them consume the sooner, by nourish- 
ing the flame. Thus Homer represents the sacrifice of the 
Greeks (as Bochart observes), when they offered to Jupiter; 
they cat the thighs in pieces, and then covered them over 
with fat. 

Mtjoouc t* l^trajuov, Kara re kvIggt} ItcaXxflpav. 

^IHad. 2. ver. 423. Vid. Hieroz. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 45. 
p. 472.) 

Ver. 18. And thou shalt burn the whole ram upon the 
altar: it is a burnt-offering unto the Lord, &c] By this it 
appears, that as the former was a sin-offering y :so this was 
a holocaust, or burnt-offering ; which would not be re- 
ceived till their sins were expiated by the foregoing sacri- 
fice. Nothing of which was offered at the altar, but some 
of the fat only, because (as R. Levi ben Gersom observes) 
the offerers were not yet worthy that God should accept 
any offering from them. 

Ver. 19. And thou shalt take the other ram.] Mentioned 
ver. 1. 

And Aaron and his sons shall put their hands upon the 
head of the ram.] See ver. 10. This, it will appear after- 
ward, (ver. 28. 32.) was a peace-offering: upon which, 
being now reconciled to God and received into his favour, 
they feasted with him at his tabic. 

Ver. 20. Then shalt thou kill the ram.] Where the bul- 
lock was killed, which was first offered ver. 11; 

And take of his blood.] Which was received in a bason. 

And put it upon the tip of the right ear of Aaron and his 
sons, &c] This being peculiarly called the ram of con- 
secration, ver. 22. 31. the blood of it was not put upon 
the horns of the altar, (as in the first sacrifice, ver. 12.) nor 
merely sprinkled round about the altar, (as in the second, 
ver. 16.) but put upon Aaron and his sons. And first upon 
the tip of their ears, to signify that they should hearken to 
the Divine prescriptions; and then upon their thumbs and 
great toes (in which lie the strength of the hands and feet), 
to denote their ready and strenuous performance of every 
thing required of them. And being put upon the tip of 
their right ear, and the thumb of their right hand, and the 
great too of their right foot, it may well be thought to sig- 
nify the most exact and perfect obedience : the right hand 
being every where represented as the most excellent and 
strongest to do any execution. To this purpose Abarbi- 
nel discourses on this place, whose words arc these : "All 
this tended to make the priest understand, that he ought to 
apply himself diligently to the study of the law ; and to 
employ his hands with the same diligence in his sacred 
ministry; and to walk in the way of God's precepts," &c. 
Some of the Jews consider these things so scrupulously, as 
to say the priests might not use their left hand in their mi- 
nistry, no more than minister with unwashen hands. 



And sprinkle the blood upon the altar round about.] i. e* 
The remainder of the blood. It is no improbable conjec- 
ture of Fortunatus Scacchus, that from hence the heathens 
learnt their taurobolia and criobolia .-.which in process 
of time they disguised with infernal rites and ceremonies. 
For a deep hole being made in the ground, the priest tobe 
consecrated was put into it ; and then planks being laid 
over it, with a great many holes in them, the bullock or the 
ram was slain over them, and their blood running down 
into the hole, the priest received it on his eyes, his ears, 
his nose, his mouth ; nay, he besmeared his body with it. 
And this was accounted the highest consecration of a priest; 
the virtue of which lasted twenty years before it was re- 
newed : and he that was thus consecrated, was had in the 
greatest honour and veneration. Thus filthily did the devil 
pervert the most simple and cleanest rites which Moses 
prescribed, of putting a little blood, with a fragrant oil, on 
the tip of one of their ears, thumbs, and toes. (Myrothec. 
ii. Sacr. Elceochrysm. cap. 77.) 

Ver. 21. And thou shalt take of the blood that is upon the 
altar.] Some of that which was sprinkled (as the foregoing 
verse directs) round about the altar. Or, perhaps some of 
the blood was left in the bason, upon the altar, for that use. 

And of the anointing oil.] Which is afterward ordered to 
be made, (xxx. 23, &c.) 

And sprinkle it upon Aaron and upon his garments, and 
upon his sons, and upon the garments of his sons with him."] 
By which sprinkling, both they and their garments were 
separated to a holy use, as it follows in the. next words, 
and he shall be hallowed and his garments, &c. (see upon 
ver. 7.) This may be looked upon as a lively representa- 
tion of our purification by the blood of Jesus Christ, and 
by his Holy Spirit. 

Ver. 22. And thou shalt take of the ram the fat.] All the 
fat in general was to be the Lord's, (Lev. iii. 3.) 

The rump.] Hero he seems to reckon up the particulars. 
And the rump of a sheep was the principal in those eastern 
countries, where their tails are of a prodigious bigness, and 
exceeding fat, asBochartus observes, par. i. Hieroz. lib. ii. 
cap. 45. and Job Ludolphus in his Histor. Ethiop. lib. i. 
cap. 10. n. 16. and in his Comment, in Histor. lib. i. cap. 
10.n.76. 

« And that covereth the inivards, &c] See ver. 13. where 
these and the following words are explained. 

And the right shoulder.] In peace-offerings this belonged 
to the priest, (Lev. vii. 32.) and so it is here ordained, (ver. 
27, 28.) But now it was to be burnt upon the altar, (ver. 
25.) because they were not yet priests, as the following 
words tell us, which give the reason why this shoulder was 
burnt. 

For it is a ram of consecration.] Whereby they were con- 
secrated, and made priests, but not yet completed, and 
therefore could not cat of that shoulder. 

Ver. 23. And one loaf of bread, and one cake of oiled 
bread, &c] Of that bread and those cakes mentioned ver. 2. 
of this chapter. 

Tliat is before the Lord.] Which had been presented unto 
God, (ver. 3.) for this by the law was to accompany their 
other sacrifices, (Numb. xv. 4.) 

Ver. 24. And thou shalt put all.] Both bread, aind cakes, 
and fat, and right shoulder, beforementioncd. 
} In the hands of Aaron, and in the hands ofjds sons.] 
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Thence this sacrifice was called milium, (hat is, filling of 
the hands; which wc translate consecration. And their 
hands were thus filled, to shew that Aaron and his sons 
did not usurp this dignity, or take it upon themselves (as 
we speak), but were called unto it by God, who ordered 
these things to be put into their hands, that they might 
present them to him. 11. Solomon will have this ram 
called the ram of fillings or impletions; because by this sa- 
crifice they were completed, and absolutely made priests ; 
nothing remaining to be done after this. 

And shall wave them.] "When such holy things were put 
into the hands of the offerers by the priest, then the priest 
put his hands under theirs, and they were lifted up, and 
then waved about on all sides. 

For a tvave-offervng.] The Hebrew word tenuphah signi- 
fies agitation, or shaking to and fro ; which, Abarbinel 
saith, 'was performed upward and downright, and then 
round about to all quarters of the world, -to signify that 
the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof; or rather, 
that he is the the possessor of heaven and of earth. Others 
of them speak to the same purpose. 

Before the Lord.] Standing with their faces towards the 
sanctuary. 

Ver. 25. And thou shalt receive them from their hands, 
&c.] After they had waved them, they delivered them into 
the hands of Moses; who, as the priest at this time, laid 
them upon the altar, and burnt them. 

For a burnt-offering.] It is certain this was not a whole 
burnt-offering, but a peace-offering, as appears from ver. 28^ 
31, 32. yet some of it being burnt on the altar, that part is 
called a burnt-offering. 

It is an offering made by fire.] So the burnt-offerings arc 
called, Lev. i. 9. 13, &c. but this was so only in part, as I 
said, not in the whole; and may be interpreted by Lev. iii. 
5. where all that was to be burnt of the peace-offerings, is 
'commanded to be burnt upon the burnt-sacrifice, and in that 
regard might be called a burnt-offering. (Sec ver. 27.) 

Ver. 2G. And thou shalt take the breast of the ram of 
Aaron's consecration.] Of the consecration of him and of 
his sons. 

And wave it for a wave-offering before the Lord; and it 
shall be thy part.] Being a peace-offering, the priest who 
offered the sacrifice was to have his share of it: and there* 
fore the breast is here given to Moses, after he had ac- 
knowledged it t<J be God's by waving it about, and that he 
'had it only as his minister. 

Ver. 27. And thou shalt sanctify the breast of the wave- 
offering, and the shoulder of the heave-offering.] Upon this 
occasion, he makes a general law, to be always observed 
hereafter; that though, in this peculiar case, the right 
shoidder of this sacrifice was burnt (being for Aaron's con- 
secration) and called a burnt-offering, (ver. 25.) yet, in all 
future times, both the breast and this shoulder should be- 
long unto the priest. Therefore the word sanctify here sig- 
nifies, as much as declare them to be sanctified, or set 
apart for the priest's use : as they were again by an ex- 
press law, (Lev. vii. 31 — 34.) 

Wliich is waved, and which is heaved vp.] Thcrcis no 
difference, that I can find, between terumah, which we 
translate heave-offering,- vti\(i a tenuphah, which we translate 
tvave-offering ; but the former was only lifted up and so 
waved, and the other was waved all manner of ways, up 



and down, east, west, north, and south; to signify that He 
to whom it was offered was I ord of the whole world, and 
all that therein is. 

Ver. 28. And it shall be Aaroiis and his sons' by a statute 
for ever.] So it is called Lev. vii. 34. and it is again re- 
peated for greater confirmation, Deut. xviii. 3. 

For it is a heave-offering.] It is consecrated to God, to 
whom it belongs; and he bestows it upon his ministers. 

And it shall be a heave-offering of the sacrifice of their 
peace-offerings, &c.] And it shall always in future times be 
presented unto God as his part of the peace-offerings ; 
who constitutes the priests to cat it in his stead. As the 
former ram was a burnt- offering, so this, it is plain, was a 
peace-offering, in token that now they were in a state of per- 
fect friendship with God. Which was procured by their 
sin-offering, (ver. 14.) which was offered first; whereby 
their present to t God (ver. 18.) was made acceptable, as 
now their persons were declared by this sacrifice of peace- 
offering. 

Ver. 29. And the holy garments of Aaron shall be his 
son's after him, to be anointed therein, &c.] Upon this oc- 
casion, also, God makes another general law, that all the 
successors of Aaron in the high priesthood, should be set 
apart to that office, in such garments, and by such an unc- 
tion, and such sacrifices, as he was consecrated withal. 
And it appears by Numb. xx. 28. that Aaron's son was in- 
vested with the very same garments which Aaron wore : 
for those which peculiarly belonged to the high-priest, did 
not decay as the tunic and breeches did, and therefore went 
from one to another. 

Ver. 30. And that son 'which is priest in his stead shall 
put them on seven days.] This was to be done seven days, 
one after another, that a sabbath might pass over him. For 
no man could be a complete high-priest, as the Jews ima- 
gine, till a sabbath had gone over his head. But the prin- 
cipal intention of this was, that he might be made a priest 
with great solemnity and deliberation ; and put on his ha- 
bit so often, that he might learn how to appear in them after 
a decent, or rather magnificent manner, before he under- 
took to minister. Yet the Jews say, that if he did offer sa- 
crifice before the seven days' end, it was not accounted un- 
lawful; provided he had been anointed, and had put them 
on once. So Maimonides, who adds, that he was to put 
them on by day, and not by night. (See Selden de Succcs- 
sionibus, lib. ii. cap. 8.) Where he shews (cap. 9.) this is 
to be understood of his unction also, which was to be by 
day, and not by night ; and to he repeated seven times. 
And by the same reason, the sacrifices were also to be re- 
peated ; though if he ministered before they were offered, 
the doctors held it not to be illegitimate; as he shews in 
the end of that chapter. 

When he cometh into the tabernacle of the congregation, 
to minister in the holy place.] At his entrance into the ta- 
bernacle he was to put them on for seven days together, 
before he could go to minister in the sanctuary. 

Ver. 31. And thou shalt take the ram of the consecration.] 
That is, all the rest of the flesh which was not burnt on 
the altar nor given to Moses. Who having had their share, 
(ver. 22. 2G.) the remainder, as the manner was in peace- 
offerings, belonged to those that brought the sacrifice. 

And seethe his flesh in the holy place.] At the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation, as yrc read expressly. Lev, 
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viii. 31. and as it is explained in the next verse, that there 
they should eat it. Fire was taken from the altar to 
boil it. 

Ver. 32. And Aaron and his sons shall eat the flesh of 
the ram.] That is, feast with God in his own house, as per- 
sons now completely qualified to minister unto him. 

And the bread that is in the basket.'] All the remaining 
bread and cakes, which were presented unto God, after 
that which was burnt upon the altar, as his part, (ver. 23, 
24, &c.) 

By the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.'] Hence 
it appears, that this sacrifice had something in it peculiar 
from other peace-offerings ; which might be carried home 
and eaten there, after God and the priests had had their 
parts. But this was to be eaten in God's own house, where 
they were ministers, as a thing more holy: and therefore 
Aaron and his sons and daughters could not eat of it, as 
all the family did of other sacrifices of this kind. 

Ver. 33. And they shall eat those things.] Aaron and his 
sons alone were to eat them ; and nobody else with them. 

Wherewith the atonement was made.] The atonement 
was not made by these things, but by the bullock, which 
was offered in the first place; which made them fit to have 
their hands filled with these things (as the Hebrew phrase 
is for consecrating, ver. 23, 24.) to complete their sanctin\ 
cation. And therefore the words should be thus translated, 
they shall eat those things for whom the atonement (or ex- 
piation) was made. 

To consecrate, and to sanctify them.] Their consecration 
and sanctification began by the sacrifice for sin ; and was 
completed by this now mentioned. 

But a stranger shall not eat thereof] None that are not 
of the family of Aaron, to whom alone this holy food be- 
longed. Nor were all his domestics allowed to eat of it, 
though they might eat of other peace-offerings; but only 
Aaron and his sons: who being consecrated persons, were 
to eat the$e things, which had a special holiness in them, 
being part of the sacrifice of consecration; and therefore 
appertained only to such persons as had been consecrated. 

Because they are holy.] Had a special holiness, as I said, 
in them; which made it fit only for such persons to eat 
them. 

Ver. 34. And if aught of the flesh of the consecrations, or 
of the bread, remain unto the morning.] He and his sons 
being not able to eat it all. 

Then thou shall burn the remainder with fire.] This is a 
further argument, that there was a peculiar holiness in this 
sacrifice, of which only Aaron and his sons might eat: for 
if this had been like to the flesh of other peace-offerings, it 
might, according to the following law, have been kept two 
days before it was eaten, (Lev. vii. 15, 16, &c.) 

It shall not be eaten.] Upon the second day. 

Because it is holy.] Is of more than ordinary sanctity; 
being offered to make men holy to God : and therefore the 
greatest care was tal-.en, it should not be in danger to be 
in the least corrupted. 

Ver. 35. And thus shalt thou do unto Aaron, and unto his 
sons, according to all things which I have commanded thee.] 
This is the sum of what I have to command thee, concern- 
ing the consecration of Aaron, and of his sons. 

Seven days shalt thou consecrate them.] They shall not 
be made complete priests, in less time than 1 have ap- 
vol. I. 



pointed. Which no doubt was to make them sensible of 
the weight of their office. 

Ver. 30. And thou shalt offer every day a bullock for a 
sin-offering for atonement] Lest he should think that only 
the ram of consecration should be offered seven days to- 
gether, he here expressly directs the btdlock fqr a sin- 
offering should be so often repeated. The reason of it fol- 
lows, because it was for atonement. Which appears by 
the next words to signify, that it was not only for the 
atonement of the priest, but of the altar itself, which was, 
by this sacrifice, made fit for God's service. And that is 
the reason, perhaps, why he saith, in the plural number, it 
was for atonements. So the Hebrew text. 

And thou shalt cleanse the altar when thou hast made an 
atonement for it.] The altar was not capable of "any guilt ; 
therefore this word atonement is here used improperly, to 
signify that, by these repeated sacrifices, it was set apart 
to be a place where expiation should be made. Or simply, 
this expiation of the altar was no more, but, of a common, 
making it a sacred place : or, as Fortunatus Scacchus un- 
derstands it, it was purified by these rites from that defile- 
ment it must be supposed to have contracted, by the hands 
of the workmen that made it : for all vessels, in the sense 
of the law, were looked upon as made unclean, by the 
touch of any unclean person. And therefore perhaps the 
altar was also washed with water, as the priests were ; 
which is here called its cleansing. - 

And thou shalt anoint it, to sanctify it.] To" perfect its 
sanctification or separation from common use, it was 
anointed with the holy oil (mentioned in the next chapter), 
as AaTon and his sons were. For as by the blood of the 
bullock it was expiated, so by this anointing it was conse- 
crated : which is meant by sanctifying it. 

Ver. 37. Seven days thou shalt make an atonement for the 
altar, and sanctify it.] Many think that these were not dis- 
tinct seven days from those in which the priests were ex- 
piated and consecrated ; as the bullock for the cleansing 
of the altar, was not a distinct bullock from that for the 
priests: but the same sacrifice served for both. This opi- 
nion I shall consider in the conclusion of this book, (xl. 17, 
18.) and now only observe, that thus not only the priests 
among the heathen, but their altars also, were dedicated, 
by their taurobolia and criobolia, (which I mentioned ver. 
20.) for we find an ancient inscription, wherein one is said 
to have set up petram tauroboliatam, an altar consecrated, 
by besmearing it with the blood of those sacrifices, as Fortu- 
natus Scacchus interprets it, (lb. cap. 69.) 

Make an atonement for the altar.] By the blood of the 
bullock. 

And sanctify it.] By anointing it with the holy oil. 

And it shall be an altar most holy.'] The reason why it is 
so called, is given in the following words ; because it was 
not only thus separated to a holy use, but made those 
things to be holy which were offered upon it. Which they 
could not be till it was thus expiated and sanctified. There- 
fore Fort. Scacchus expounds these words [an altar most 
holy] it shall be fully and completely consecrated, by observ- 
ing all the rites which are here prescribed, for seven days 
together. Till the end of which no sacrifice whatsoever 
was offered on this altar (because it was not cleansed and 
sanctified to make them holy and acceptable), but on the 
eighth day, when all was performed that was required on the 
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preceding seven days, fire came down from heaven, and 
consumed the burnt-offering, (Lev. viii. 1. 24.) 

Whatsoever toucheth the altar shall be holy.] Nothing was 
acceptable unto God, unless it was offered upon this altar; 
which sanctified every thing that was laid upon it, accord- 
ing to God's direction. Thus our Saviour seems to explain 
these words, (Matth. xxiii. 19.) The altar sanctifieth the 
gift. That w T as the name for all things presented unto God, 
which were called korban ; being destined to bo offered at 
his altar. 

Ver. 38. Koio this is that zvhich thou shalt offer upon the 
altar.] The principal use of the altar was, that there might 
be a constant sacrifice oflered upon it, in actnowledgment 
of God's sovereign dominion over them. Which could not 
be done till it was expiated and consecrated : \mt that being 
finished, Moses directs here what should bo the first sacri- 
fice offered upon it. 

Two lambs.] These w;ere to be a burnt-offering; which 
was the most ancient of all other sacrifices, being the same 
that Abel offered. 

Of the first year.] See xii. 5. 

Day by day continually.] There were other occasional sa- 
crifices of various sorts; but these were stated, and so con- 
stant, that they were never intermitted. No, not upon 
festivals, w T hen other sacrifices were added : as upon the 
sabbath this sacrifice was doubled, (Numb, xxviii. 9, 10.) 
and upon new moons, and other feasts, several other sacri- 
fices were appointed, as may be seen there, (ver. 11.) and in 
the rest of that chapter. It appears byLev.ix.17.that this 
daily sacrifice was offered (at least for some time) in the 
wilderness ; but after they began to wander to and fro, for 
eight-and-thirty years, some think it was omitted. Which 
was the reason that God renewed this charge in Numb, 
xxviii. 3, 4. (See Junius and Menochius on that place.) 

Ver. 39. The one lamb thou shalt offer in the morning, 
and the other thou shalt offer at even.] At what time in the 
morning and even, is not here plainly prescribed: but the 
word in the Hebrew for the latter being between the even- 
ings, which was about three o'clock in the afternoon; the 
morning sacrifice also was oflered between the rising of the 
sun and noon, viz. at nine o'clock in the forenoon. 

Ver. 40. And ivif hone lamb a tenth-deal of flour.] Most 
understand the tenth part of an ephah, which ^yas an pmer: 
(concerning which sec xvi. 36.) And so Moses afterward 
expressly orders by God's command, (Numb, xxviii. 5.) 

Mingled ivith the fourth part of a hin of oil, &c] \ hin 
was the sixth part of an ephah; containing one wine gallon, 
two pints, and fifteen inches (as Bishop Cumberland com- 
putes, in his learned treatise of Scripture Measures). So 
that tho fourth part of it was a quart, and something more 
than a quarter of a pint. 

The principal thing here to be observed is, that this was 
ordained (as 1 noted upon the twenty-fifth chapter) to re- 
presentGod's dwelling among them in the sanctuary; wherQ 
this daily sacrifice was the constant provision made for his 
table (as the altar is called), and bread and wine a neces- 
sary attendant (as they are at all tables) upon the meat that 
was set before him. ' 

Ver. 41. And the other lamb thou shalt offer at even, and 
shalt do thereunto according to the meat-offering in the 
morn big, and according to the drink-offering thereof] The 
same rites were to be observed in this, that were in the 



morning sacrifice, without any difference. For as Abar- 
binel observes, in his preface tc the book of Leviticus, the 
true reason of these two sacrifices was, that all men, who 
live well, having two meals a day, so many sacrifices 
(which were his meat) were therefore appointed for the 
Divine Majesty. 

For a sxveet savour.] See Lev. i. 9. 

An offering made by fire unto the Lord.'] i. e. A burnt- 
oflering, as the next verso explains it. 

Ver. 42. This shall be a continual burnt-offering through- 
out their generations, at the door of the tabernacle of t/te 
congregation.] For there the altar of burnt-offerings stood, 
as we read, xl. G. 29. Lev. xvii. 6, &c. 

Before the Lord.] Who dwelt in the most holy place, in 
the upper end of tho tabernacle. 

Where I will meet you.] Their coming to worship in that 
place, is called drawing nigh to God: accordingly he pro- 
mises to vouchsafe his gracious presence to them. (Sec* 
xxv. 22.) 

To speak with thee.] More especially, he promises to 
meet Moses there upon occasion ; and to declare his mind 
and will to him, in such cases wherein he should consult 
him. 

Ver. 43. And tliere I will meet ivith the children of Israel.] 
That they might not think his meeting with them (before- 
mentioned) was only by revealing his mind to Moses,, and 
so to them (as the last words of the foregoing verse might 
seem to intimate), he explains his meaning to be, that there? 
he would grant tokens of his special love and favour to 
them all, when they approached unto him. 

And the tabernacle shall be sanctified ivith my glory.] The 
glorious presence of God, which filled this house, (xl. 35.) 
was that which sanctified it, or made it a holy place. But 
some refer this not to the tabernacle, but to Israel (which 
is just before mentioned, and the word tabernacle not in 
the tQxt), and the truth is, they were made a holy people 
also, by this glorious presende of God among them, in the 
tabernacle. 

Ver. 44. And I will sanctify, &c] That is, manifest them 
to be sanctified ; or still more completely sanctify them, by 
the appearance of the Divine Glory in the tabernacle, (Lev. 
ix. 24.) 

The tabernacle of the congregation.] In the Hebrew, the 
name. is ohef moed, which signifies exactly the labernacte 
of meeting; so called, not from the people's meeting there 
(as we seem to take it when we translato it, tabernacle of 
the congregation), but from God's meeting there with them, 
which is mentioned just before; and in the next chapter, 
(xxx. 36.) is expressly called the tabernacle of meeting (as 
I think it should be translated), where I will meet with tliee. 
Which shews that this was the reason of its name. (See 
also Numb. xvii. 4. and Mr. Mede, book ii. p. 43G.) 

Now all the people could not conic to attend upon the 
daily sacrifice, which was oflered for them, and so to meet 
with God here; and yet it was amaxjm among them, that 
no man's sacrifice was accepted, unless he was present at it: 
therefore, there were certain select persons chosen to wait 
upon God, in the name of all the rest (and there were 
twenty-four classes of them, as of the priests in David's 
time), called by the Jews stationary men; who never missed, 
when their course came, to attend on the Divine Majesty at 
the taberuaclo, as the representatives of all their brethren. 
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Concerning which see Pet. Cunaeus,lib.ii. de Rcpub. Jud. 
cap. 10. and our learned Dr. Lightfoot, in his Temple Ser- 
vice, chap. 7. sect. 3. 

I will sanctify both Aaron and his sons, to minister to me 
in the priest's office.] He declared them to be sanctified to be 
his priests, by the appearance of his glory at their first sa- 
crifice after their solemn consecration; and by fire coming 
from heaven to consume their burnt-offering, (Lev. ix. 23, 
24.) . t 

Ver. 45. And Iivill dwell among the children of Israel.] 
The Chaldce renders it, I ivill place my divinity (f. e. the 
Schechinah) among them. In the Hebrew it is, in the midst 
of them: for the tabernacle was situated in the very Dfrid- 
die of their camp, while they were in the wilderness, (Numb. 
ii. 17.) 

. And ivill be their God.] Bestow special blessings upon 
them; such as he did not vouchsafe to other people. 

Ver. 46. And they shall know that lam the Lord their 
God, that brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, that 
I may dwell among them.] By his special favour towards 
them, it was evidently manifested to them, that he brought 
them out of the slavery of Egypt, to make them a select 
people unto himself ; among whom he settled his habita- 
tion, and appeared, by a most glorious symbol of his pre- 
sence, to be in the midst of them. 

I am the Lord their God.] How could they doubt of it, 
when they remembered, in what a wonderful manner he had 
brought them out of Egypt; and what they had heard him 
declare from his own mouth at Mount Sinai? (xx. 2.) 



CHAP. XXX. 

Ver. 1. J\.NDthou shalt make an altar toburn incense upon.] 
This is commonly called the golden altar; upon which 
sweet incense was as constantly burnt every day, as the 
morning and evening sacrifice of a lamb (beforementioned, 
xxix. 38, 39.) was offered at the brazen altar. 

Of sliittim-wood shalt thou make it.] Sec xxv. 5. 

Ver. 2. A cubit shall be the length thereof and a cubit the 
breadth thereof, (foursquare shall it be.)] It was a square 
of not much more than half a yard; because it served only 
to offer incense upon twice a day, and had no other use. 

And two cubits shall be the height thereof] It was as high 
again as it was broad; that the priest might minister there 
without stooping. 

Tlie horns thereof shall be of the same.~] At each corner 
there was a spire, rising out of the same piece with the 
corner-post. (See xxvii. 2.) 

Ver. 3. And thou shalt overlay it ivfth pure gold, &c] 
The top of it, and the frame on' all sides, with the horns, 
were to be covered with plates of gold, as the table was, 
(xxv. 24.) 

. Tlie top thereof] The Vulgar Latin translating the He- 
brew word gag, by cratictda, hath led many into a conceit 
that there was a grate upon this altar, as there was upon 
the other. But as the word for that is quite different (viz. 
micbar), so there is not the least mention here made, of 
cleansing this altar from the ashes, or of any thing to re- 
ceive them; and therefere Fortunatus Scacchus ingenuous- 
ly acknowledges, there was no grate on this altar; but a 
golden pan, or dish, was set upon the top of it (as we trans- 



late it rightly), with coals therein, when incense was to be 
burnt; and taken away with the coals, when that was done. 

And thou shalt makeunto it a crown of gold round about.] 
A border of gold which went about the brim or edge of it. 
(See there, xxv. 24.) This seems to have been made of 
massy gold, not of shittim-wood, overlaid with gold. 

Ver. 4. Ami two golden rings shalt thou make to it, under 
the crown of it.] The golden crown arose upward above 
the table, and these rings were fixed below it. 

By the two corners thereof, upon the two sides thereof 
shalt thou make them.] On each side of the altar, near the 
corners of it, were these golden rings annexed ; at each of 
the four corners, one. 

And they shall be for places for the staves to bear it 
withal.] This shews the use of the rings. 

Ver. 5. And thou shalt make the staves of shittim-wood, 
and overlay them with gold.] Just like the staves for the 
carriage of the ark and the table, (xxv. 13, 28.) 

Ver. 6. And thou shalt put it before the veil.] In the 
midst of the house, between the candlestick and the table; 
though not just between, but something higher, towards 
the veil; where it was placed directly before the most holy 
place. 

That is by the ark of the testimony.] See xxv. 22. 

Before the mercy- seat.] Towards which the priest looked 
when he offered incense; recommending to God the people 
and their prayers, which they were making without, while 
he burnt incense within. There is no ground to think that 
this altar stood in the most holy place, as St. Austin and 
some others have conceived; for these words are a plain 
demonstration to the contrary. (See Cuneeus, lib. ii. de Re- 
pub. Jud. cap. 5.) 

That is over the testimony.] That is, the ark ; which is 
here simply called the testimony, as it is ver. 3G. because 
it was the principal thing in the ark, xl. 20. (See xxv, 22.) 

Wliere I will meet with thee.] Though Aaron and his sons 
might go no farther than the holy place (except only once 
a year, when Aaron alone went into the most holy) to offer 
incense, before the mercy-seat; yet Moses had the privi- 
lege to consult the Divine Majesty, in the most holy place, 
wliere the Divine glory shincd, as these words, and xxv. 
22. Numb. vii. ult. seem to intimate. For since he was 
admitted into the mount (as P. Cunoeus argues, in the 
place beforementioned) to speak with God face to face, 
for many days together; it is not unreasonable to think 
that ho was admitted to speak with him, upon occasion, in 
the most holy place in the tabernacle. 

Ver. 7. And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense.] 
He did it at first; but afterward^ his sons in their courses 
performed this service: as appears from Luke i. 8, 9. 
where Zacharias, who was not high-priest, offered the in- 
cense when it came to his turn, according to the custom 
of the priest's office. 

Sweet incense.] For it was a compound of several spices, 
which were very fragrant, as appears by the latter end of 
this chapter. 

Every morning when he dressed the lamps.] At the rising 
of the sun, the priests went in to look after the lamps 
which they had lighted in tlie evening before. The dressing 
of them, as the Hebrews describe it, consisted in cleansing 
the snuff-dishes, and snufiing those lamps they found burn- 
ing, and supplying them with new oil; and in putting new 
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cotton (as wc now speak) and oil into those that were 
gone out, and lighting them at some of the lamps which 
still continued burning. 

He shall burn incense upon it.] The manner of it is de- 
scribed by Dr. Lightfoot in his Temple Service, chap, 9. 
sect. 5. 

Ver. 8. And when Aaron lighteth the lamps at even.] See 
concerning this xxvii. 20. 

He shall bum incense nponit.] As he did in the morning. 

A perpetual incense*] In the same sense that the morning 
and evening sacrifice is called a continual burnt-offering, 
(xxix. 38. 42.) this is called perpetual incense, because it 
was never intermitted twice a day. And one reason why 
it was thus continually burnt, was, because of the vast 
number of beasts that were slain, and cut to pieces, and 
washed and burnt every day at the sanctuary : which would 
have made it smell like a shambles (as Maimonides speaks), 
if this sweet odour had not perfumed it, and the garments of 
the priests who there ministered. Whence, saith he, that 
speech of our rabbins, this sweet odour might be smelt 
as far as Jericho. Whereby the reverence due to God's 
house was preserved ; which would have been contempti- 
ble, if there had been an ill smell constantly in it, as he 
truly observes, (More Nevoch. par. iiil cap. 45.) 

Before the Lord.] For this altar stood right over against 
the mercy-seat, (ver. G.) 

Tliroughout your generations.] In all future ages. 

Ver. 9. Ye shall offer no strange incense thereon.] None 
but that, which by God's own order is directed to be made, 
in the latter end of this chapter. 

Nor burnt-sacrifice, nor meat-offering, neither shall ye 
pour drink-offering thereon.] There was another altar ap- 
pointed, without the holy place, for all these: which as 
they might not be offered any where else, so this altar was 
appropriated for an offering more grateful than all their 
burnt-sacrifices, ot meat and drink-offerings. So Porphyry 
seems to have learnt from this place (for he was acquainted 
with these books): " It is most fit to worship the gods with 
incense, both because it is more grateful, and also more 
pure than a hecatomb : for blood doth not at all delight 
the gods." Accordingly we find in Numb. xvi. 46, 47. that 
the wrath of God was appeased, when it broke out in a 
plague upon the people, merely by offering incense, where- 
by he is said to make an atonement for them. 

Ver. 10. And Aaron shall make an atonement upon the 
horns of it once a year, with the blood of the sin-offering of 
atonement.] Only once a year, the blood of that great sin- 
offering, which was made for the general atonement of the 
people, was to be put upon the horns of this altar; though 
no sacrifice might be burnt upon it. 

Once in the year.] Upon the great day of expiation, 
which was the tenth day of the seventh month : when the 
high-priest was first to go with the blood of the sin-offering 
into the most holy place, and sprinkle it before the mercy- 
scat; and then come out into the sanctuary, and there put 
the blood upon the horns of this altar, and sprinkle it upon 
it also with his finger seven times, as we read Lev. xvi. 
18, 19. 

Shall he make atonement upon it.] The atonement men- 
tioned so often in this verse, seems to relate to the altar it- 
self, (as it is explained Lev. xvi. 18.) which was hereby 
cleansed from the impurities, which it was supposed to have 



contracted by the sins of those who constantly officiated 
there. 

It is most holy unto the Lord.] This may be meant of 
that solemn expiation, upon the day of atonement; which 
was the most holy rite in all their religion: for that sacri- 
fice is called by the peculiar name of the sin-offering of 
atonement, or expiation, (Numb. xxix. 11.) Or, it may be 
expounded of this altar itself; which by this was declared 
to be separated to the most holy service, i$ which none 
should presume to officiate, but they who were thereunto 
consecrated. Which was the reason of the heavy punish- 
ment upon king Uzziah, for attempting that which belonged 
to the priests only, as we read 2 Chron. xxvi. 18 — 20. 

Ver. 11. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] Tin's 
is often repeated in this chapter (ver. 17. 22. 34.) and in 
the next; to shew that God did not deliver all his precepts 
to Moses in the mount without intermission; but gave him 
some time to rest, and then spake to him again. 

Ver. 12. When thou takest the sum of the children of 
Israel, after their number.] This was done twice by God s 
own order, (Numb. i. and xxvi.) From whence it doth not 
follow that it could not be done lawfully, without a special 
command : for there might be reasonable causes, why the 
rulers of the people might think fit to order them to be num- 
bered, especially in time of Avar. 

The reason why this is here mentioned seems to be, be- 
cause, besides the offerings made voluntarily (xxv. 2.) every 
man also paid half a shekel towards the building of the ta- 
bernacle, and providing all the furniture of it: for which 
directions had been given in the foregoing chapters. This 
appears from xxxviii.25, 26. 

Tltey shall give every man a ransom for his soul.] This 
was a homage, whereby they acknowledged they were God's 
redeemed ones ; and whereby they also preserved their 
lives, which were in danger if they did not pay it. 

Unto the I^ord.] To be employed about his house. 

That there be no plague among them, &c] Which God- 
might have justly inflicted, if they had not made him this 
acknowledgment, for increasing and multiplying them ac-- 
cording to his promise. 

Ver. 13. This shall they give, half a shekel.] A shekel 
wanted not much of our half crown. (Sec Gen. xxiii. 15.* 
and Bishop Cumberland's treatise of Scripture Weights 
and Measures, chap, iv.) 

After the shekel of the sanctuary.] There the standard 
was kept, by which such money was to be examined; as 
Justinian commanded the weights and measures, whereby 
all others were to be regulated, to be kept in the great 
church of every city. For I sec no reason to think, that 
there were two sorts of shekels among the Jews, one sacred, 
and the other common ; but much reason against it : for a 
shekel of the sanctuary, which is the rule of the rest, (Lev. 
xxvii. 25.) was in value but twenty gerahs; which is the 
same with aguroth,(l Sam. ii. 36.) and is by the LXX. 
translated o/3oXoe. 

A half shekel shall be the offering of the Lord.] This was 
a tax, which was continued in following times, for the re- 
paration of the tabernacle, and afterward of the temple, 
(Matth. xvii. 24.) For Cicero, in his oration pro Flacco, 
speaks of gold, sent every year, in the name of the Jews, 
out of Italy and all the provinces to Jerusalem ; which Mr. 
Seldcn thinks was this half shekel, paid for the maintaining 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. XXX.] 



UPON EXODUS. 



309 



the public sacrifices, and such-like uses, (lib. ii. de Jure 
N. et G. cap. S.) And he shews, (lib. iv.cap. 5.) out of the 
Misna, in the title Sikliui, and other authorities, that on the 
first day of the month Adar, men were appointed to sit in 
every city of Judea to receive this payment. Which is the 
tribute mentioned by Titus in his oration to the Jews; where- 
in he puts them in mind how kind he had been to them, in 
permitting them to take tribute, and to gather gifts for God, 
SaafJtoXoytiv to vfxlv liri t$ Qtq, kcu ava^fiara vvWlyuv hri- 
rpiipafitv, (Josephus, lib. vi. Halos. cap. 34.) 

Ver. 14. Every one that passeth among them that are 
numbered, from twenty years old and above, shall give an 
offering unto the Lord.'] Every man was bound to offer, 
whether priest or Levite, Israelite or stranger; except wo- 
men, servants, and such as were under age. Yet, if any one 
of these did make a voluntary offering,it was accepted: only 
from a gentile, who was an idolater, they would not accept 
it, as Maimonides tells us. (See Selden, lib. iii. de Jure 
N.etG. cap. 4. p. 291.) 

Ver. 15. The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall 
not give less than half a shekel.] They were all equally con- 
cerned in this tax, being for the support of the daily, 
weekly, monthly, and annual sacrifices ; and for the pro- 
viding salt, and wood, and the shew-bread, &c. whereby all 
Israel came to have an interest in whatsoever was done at 
the house of God all the yearlong. The priestly garments 
-also were provided out of this money, and other things be- 
longing to the Divine service, and to the reparations of the 
house of God. See Mr. Selden, lib. iii. de Synedr. cap. 10. 
n.2, 3,4. where he shews, that if any thing remained in 
the end of the year, after all these charges were defrayed, 
it was spent in extraordinary burnt-offerings ; which were 
called the second sacrifices of the altar. 

When they give an offering unto the Lord, to make an 
atonement for your souls.] Whence this money is called in 
the next verse keseph hakippurim, the money of expiations. 
Which made every man, though never so poor, endeavour 
to raise it, though he sold his clothes to get it; and he that 
failed to pay this tribute, was separated from the congrega- 
tion, and not comprehended in the expiation, (as R. Levi, 
of Barcelona, speaks, Preecept. cv.) that is, was not par- 
taker of the benefit of the expiatory sacrifices. 

Ver. 16. And thou shalt take tlie atonement money of the 
children of Israel, and shalt appoint it for the service of 
the tabernacle of the congregation.] See the verse foregoing, 
and Nchem. x. 32, 33, where we read of ordinances made, 
to charge themselves with the third part of a shekel, for 
the forementioned uses; because the expenses were then 
so great, that half a shekel was not sufficient to maintain 
them. 

That it may be a memorial for the children of Israel be- 
fore the Lord, to make an atonement for their souls.] A 
testimony of their gratitude to God; who graciously ac- 
cepted this acknowledgment of him, and spared their lives, 
which by their sins they had forfeited : this being a propi- 
tiation for them, because it purchased propitiatory sacri- 
fices to be offered on their behalf. 

Ver. 17. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] See 
ver. 11. 

Ver. 18. Thou shalt also make a laver of brass.] There 
is nothing said, either here orxxxviii. 8, concerning the 
form or bigness of it. But we may probably think, that 



though Solomon" made a sea of brass, much bigger than 
this vessel (which was to be carried about with them in 
their travels in the wilderness), yet he made it of the same 
form; and that was circular, as* we read 2 Chron. iv. 2, 3, 
&c. And after their return from the captivity of Babylon 
the laver was restored (as L'Empereur observes out of 
Maimonides, in his Annotations on Codex Middoth, cap. 3. 
sect. (>.) but there is nothing to be found in the Talmudists 
concerning its dimensions. 

And his foot also of brass.] The basis of it was so con- 
trived, as to receive the water which ran out at the laver at 
certain spouts. 

To wash withal.] At those spouts the priests washed 
their hands and their feet, before they entered upon their 
ministration. For if they had put their hands and feet into 
the laver, the water in it would have been defiled by the 
first man that washed therein. And the sea of brass made 
by Solomon was so high, that they could not put their feet 
into it. 

And thou shalt put it between the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation and the altar.] It stood, according to the Tal- 
mudists, between the porch of the temple and the altar; and 
consequently, in the tabernacle, at the entrance of it, but 
a little on the south side, and riot just before the altar. 
That is, it was placed like our fonts, which stand at the 
lower end of our churches, towards the door. So that the 
priests coming into the court immediately went to the la- 
ver, and there washed, and then ascended to the altar. 

And thou shalt put water therein.] The heathens were so 
superstitious, as to think there was a greater virtue in some 
waters than in others for their lustration : particularly the 
Greeks (as Fort. Scacchus observes) would admit of no 
other water, in some of their greatest solemnities, but that 
from the fountain Callirrhoe. But the Divine institution 
was more simple, requiring merely spring-water, for all 
manner of purifications: only this water here mentioned 
was put into a vessel sanctified by a solemn unction, (xl. 

no 

Ver. 19. For Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands 
and their feet therein.] Which, that it might be done more 
conveniently, the Talmudists tell us there were twelve 
spouts or cocks, in the form of a woman's breast (whence 
they call them paps or dugs), to let the water out of the la- 
ver: so that the twelve priests, who attended upon the daily 
sacrifice, might wash there altogether. See L'Empereur 
in the place abovenamed, where he treats at large of 
this, and of the conveyance of water into the laver: which 
in the tabernacle (at least while they were in the wilder- 
ness) was brought thither every day in other vessels, and 
put into it, according to the direction in the conclusion of 
the foregoing verse. 

Every one knows that the gentiles took great care of 
washing their hands, before they sacrificed, as appears by 
many places in Homer (to name no other authors), who, in 
the first book of his Iliad, speaking of the great sacrifice 
that was preparing to be offered, for the appeasing of 
Apollo, saith, 

XtpvtyavTO §' tVctra, icai ovXoxvrag avtkovro. 

Upon which words Eustathius observes it as the ancient 
custom, before they sacrificed, to wash their hands, Set 
jap icaSapove t&v Scfwv yivzcrOat, for none but those who were 
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clean and pure might meddle with sacred things; And again 
in the third book, 

They poured water upon the hands of the kings: wg ^A- 
Xovm Ovuv, saith Eustathius, as being about to sacrifice. 
But I do not find in any author, that they were concerned 
for more than washing their hands (from whence came the 
proverb of doing things illotis manibus, see Erasmus in his 
Adages), there being no mention of washing their feet: 
which was an extraordinary degree of purity, which God 
required in liis priests, who ministered in his house bare- 
foot: and so they did among the gentiles also, as appears 
by that saying of Pythagoras, mentioned by Jamblicus, 
aviwroSjyroc &fc teal irpocricvvzi, sacrifice and worship without 
shoes; which St. Ambrose thinks was borrowed from Moses, 
' lib. i. Epist. 6. (See Cupcrus in his Apotheosis Homeri, 
p. 185.) 

Vcr. 20. When they go into the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation, they shall wash with water.] This washing was not 
.to be repeated before every act of their ministration ; but 
it sufficed for all the service of that day, if they washed 
once at their entrance upon it. Only on the great day of 
expiation, before five of the various duties then to be per- 
formed, the washing was to be renewed. 

That they die not.] By the hand of Heaven, as the Jews 
speak ; that is, of God, who punished such profanation, as 
ministering to him in their uncleanness, with death; And 
the service performed by such a person, was all without 
effect; whether he were the high-priest, or a common one, 
as R. Levi of Barcelona saith, (Precept, cvi.) 

Or when they conie near to the altar to minister, to burn 
offering made by fire unto the Lord.] Whether they wxre to 
go in to minister at the altar of incense in the tabernacle 
• (of which he speaks in the first words of this verse), or to 
offer sacrifices at the brazen altar in the outward court, 
they w r erc to wash before they entered upon their service. 

Vcr. 22. So they shall wash their hands and their feet, 
that they die not.] There was no need of doing more, being 
washed once all over before they were consecrated, (xxix. 
4.) but their hands and feet were to be washed, upon pain 
of death, every day, before they ministered. 

And it shall be a statute for ever to them.] As long as the 
tabernacle or temple stood. 

Ver. 23. Take thou also unto thee principal spices.] So 
we rightly translate the Hebrew word roschim, which lite- 
rally signifies heads; but thence, the chief of any kind of 
thing: the head being the principal or chief member of the 
body. 

As for the word besamin, wnich we translate spices, it 
seems to be a general name for all the following species, 
which are comprehended under it. (See vcr. 34.) 

Of pure myrrh.] The Hebrew word mor, according to 
Maimonides, signifies musk; and David Kimchi commends 
their exposition, who take it for a kind of frankincense : 
but the general opinion of the Hebrews, as well as of later 
writers, is, that it signifies myrrh, which seems to be de- 
rived from the ancient word mor. And that being the best 
which flows from the shrub of itself, Moses is required to 
make use of such myrrh. For the word deror (which we 
translate pure, or not adulterated) properly signifies freely 
flowing or dropping myirh: which was far better than that 



which came out from the tree by incision. The fragrancy 
of this is taken notice of by a great number of authors ; who 
also mention it as having a principal part in the composi- 
tion of the most costly ointments, as Fort. Scacchus ob- 
serves, (lib. i. Myroth.Sacr. Eloeochrysm. cap. 51, 02. and 
lib.ii. cap. 8.) 

Five hundred shekels.] That is, in weight; which was 
two hundred and fifty ounces: a shekel being as much as 
half an ounce of our weight. 

Of sweet cinnamon half so much.] There were two sorts 
of cinnamon: one that doth not smell very much; another 
which was very aromatic, and rarely to be found (Galen 
saith, in his time) but in the closet of kings. And therefore 
God commands Moses here to take not mere cinnamon, 
but with the addition ofbosem, which signifies sweet-scented. 

Salmasius in his Plin. Exerc. treats of both these spices. 

And ofsiveet calamus two hundred and fifty shekels.] This 
spice hathalso the same addition of bosem to it, because 
there was a calamus that was not sweet-scented ; and that 
which was they held very precious, being not of the growth 
of Judea, but coming from distant places. So we read 
(Jer. vi. 20.) of " sweet cane from a far country;" and 
Isaiah intimates in xliii. 24. that it was a foreign commo- 
dity of great value: and Salmasius is positive, that there 
was no aromatic calamus grew out of India, (Plin. Exercit. 
p. 1052.) But Bochartus very well observes that there was 
no traffic, in all likelihood, with India in the days of 
Moses : and therefore they had it then from Arabia : where 
Dionysius Periegetes, together with frankincense and 
myrrh, mentions (in one and the same verse) tCoS/xoc 
KaXafiog, sweet-smelling calamus. (See Hierozoic. par. ii. 
lib. v. cap. 6.) 

Ver. 24. And of cassia five hundred shekels.] There is no 
mention of this spice (which the Hebrews call kidhahjbut 
here and in Ezek. xxvii. 19. where it is joined with ca- 
lamus, and reckoned among the precious things which 
were brought to the marts of Tyre. Therefore, it doth not 
signify that cassia which is now used among purging 
medicines, but another mentioned by Pliny, together with 
cinnamon, (lib. xii. cap. 19.) There being one sort of it 
called isocinamomum, because it was equal to cinnamon in 
virtue and in value: (see Salmasius in his Plinianoe Exercit. 
in Solin. p. 1302.) But this sort of cassia differing but little 
from cinnamon, Fort. Scacchus thinks, for that very reason, 
we are here to understand by kidhah that aromatic plant 
which the ancients call costns; the best of which was 
brought out of Arabia, and was of a white colour, as he 
proves out of Avicenna, Dioscorides, and Pliny. And it 
appears by Propertius it was used by the ancients to be 
burnt on their altars, as well as frankincense : 

" Costum molle date, et blandi mihi thuris honores." 
(Myrothcc. Elaeochrysm. par. ii. cap. 11, 12.) 

After the shekel of the sanctuary.] See vcr. 13. 

And of oil-olive.] Which was clear, and free from all 
dregs. (Sec xxix. 40.) 

A hin.] I observed there that' it contained a wine-gal- 
lon and two pints, and something more. 

Ver. 25. And thou shalt make it.] From hence, and from 
those words, (vcr. 23.) " take thou unto thee sweet spices," 
&c. the Hebrew doctors conclude, that Moses made this 
holy oil with his own hands. Of which there is no ccr- 
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tainty; much less that none ever adventured to make it 
after him : nay, it is evident that Bezaleel made it, as well 
as all other things beforementioned, (xxxvii. 29.) 

An oil of holy ointment.'] To anoint with it all the things 
mentioned in the next verse; whereby they were sanctified 
(that is, set apart) for the service of God. It was not thick, 
like those compositions which we now call ointments, but 
thin as oil is; being nothing but oil, with an infusion of 
these strong apices, which made it have a comfortable seent. 
For it is observed by Dioscorides, that oil was very pro- 
per, Etc ttjv rwvjuwpwv KaraffKewTjv, for the preparation of oint- 
ments: odours being better preserved in oil than in any 
other liquor, as Pliny observes, (lib. xiii. cap. 2.) And this 
oil, no doubt, was the purest they could get (such as they 
brought for the light of the tabernacle, xxvii. 20.) which 
would best imbibe the tincture. 

After the art of the apotiiecary.'] Or ointment-maker; of 
whose art Theophrastus and Dioscorides give an account. 
But the manner of making this ointment, as Maimonides 
describes it, was thus : the spices were beaten severally 
(he should have excepted the myrrh, which was liquid), and 
then they were mixed together, and macerated in pure wa- 
ter, till all the virtue of them was extracted. Which being 
done, tho hin of oil was poured upon them, and all was 
boiled upon the fire till the water was evaporated, and the 
oil alone remained : (see Guil. Schickkard in his Mischpat 
hanielek, cap. 1. p. 24.) 

It shall be a holy anointing oil.] Wherewith none were 
to be anointed but sacred persons and things. 

Ver. 2G. And thou shalt anoint the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation therewith, &c] This and the following verses 
shew the use of the holy oil; which was to consecrate or 
set apart every thing hereafter mentioned,- to the service of 
God, whereby the majesty of God's house (as the Jews 
speak) was set forth: for anointing belonging only to 
kings and princes, this ceremony begat in people's minds a 
greater fear and reverence towards God. himself, as Mai- 
monides's words arc, (More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 45.) 

Ver. 27. And the table and all his vessels, &c.] Here be- 
ing such a particular mention of every thing that was in the 
sanctuary, he only saith, when it was erected, (xl. 9.) 
" Thou shalt take the anointing oil, and anoint the taber- 
nacle, and all that is therein/' &c. 

Ver. 28. And the altar of burnt-offering , &c] In this 
verse he mentions all that was without the sanctuary, in 
the court of the Lord's house ; of the unction whereof he 
also gives a particular charge, (xl. 10, II.) And accord- 
ingly when he gives an. account of the consecration of 
Aaron and his sons, he also tells us how he executed 
these commands of anointing the tabernacle, and all that 
was in it; but more 'especially this altar, which he sprin- 
kled seven times with the holy oil, (Lev. viii. 10, 11.) 
See there. 

Ver. 29. And thou shalt sanctify them.] Separate all tho 
forenamed things from common uses, to the service of 
God alone, by anointing thera with this holy oil. 

That they may be most holy.] They were made hereby 
most holy, because, as it here follows, they made other 
things to be holy. 

Whatsoever toucheth tliem sliall be holy.] As the gift was 
made holy by the altar, upon which it was laid. (See 
xxix.37.) 



Ver. 30. And thou shalt anoint Aaron and his sows, &c] 
(See xxix. 7, 8.) 

v Ver. 31. Tliis shall be a holy anointing oil. unto me, 
throughout your generations.] The Jews understand this, 
as if it were meant of this individual oil now made by 
Moses ; which lasted till the captivity, or till the .time of 
Josiah. But this seems to be as fabulous as that Josiah 
hid it so, that it could never be fonnd after his death. For 
there were so many things to be anointed with it at pre- 
sent, and in future times (all the high-priests being anointed, 
not with a drop or two, but with such a plentiful effusion 
of it, that it ran down to their beards, nay, the skirts of 
their garments, Psal. exxxiii. and their kings also, when 
there was any doubt of their title), that this oil could not 
last so long, much less retain its scent for so many genera* 
tions, without a miracle, of which there was no need. For 
though there was near half a hundred weight of the spices, 
yet there was but five or six quarts of oil ; and therefore 
the ointment could not be more: the odours of these spices 
being only extracted by infusion, and the substance left 
behind. And such a quantity as this, one may well sup- 
pose, was near spent in the anointing of so many things and 
persons, as are here "mentioned: and therefore it was upon 
occasion to be made again, as the perfume was, which fol- 
lows here, ver. 34. 

Yet it must be confessed that there hath been a very an- 
cient opinion among the Jews, that in the second temple 
there was no holy oil: foT which one can see no reason, 
but that they did not think it lawful to make this composi- 
tion, and therefore consecrated their high-priests, only by 
putting on their robes. How they came to fancy it unlaw- 
ful doth not appear; but the omission of this unction after 
their return from their captivity, seemed to foretell that 
there should be another and better kind of unction, which 
was by the Holy Ghost ; the variety of whose gifts might 
perhaps be fore-shadowed by these several spices. 

A holy anointing oil unto me.] There was no rite or ce- 
remony ordained thereby this oil became holy; but it was 
consecrated by this Divine institution, which appropriated 
it unto God alono in these words, unto me. Which sepa- 
rated it to God's uses and service; and made it unlawful 
for any body to employ it to other purposes. 

Ver. 32. Upon man's flesh shall it not be poured.'] Here 
follow two prohibitions, to breed in the people. the greater 
reverence to this holy ointment. The first is this, that it 
should not be poured on man's flesh, ?. e. on commen men, 
who were not priests, or were not appointed by God to be 
anointed with it. It is well known, that in the eastern couu- 
tries(whom the Greeks and Romans also imitated)men were 
wont to anoint their heads and faces, and that with very 
precious ointments, especially at their feasts, and when 
they would make a splendid appearance: and therefore they 
arc here forbidden to make use of this oil for such uses. 

Neither shall ye make any other like it, after thecompo- 
sition of it.] This is a second prohibition, not to make, any 
ointment of these spices, for private andxommonuse. 

It is holy.'] It is set apart for my use alone. 

And shall be holy unto you.] And therefore you shall 
not employ it to any other. 

Ver. 33, Whosoever compoundeth. any like it,, or ichoso- 
everputteth any of it upon a stranger, &c] That is, if any 
man broke either of the foregoing prohibitions, by making, 
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tho like composition, or putting any of this upon one who 
was not a priest, he was liable to bo cut off from Israel. 
AYIiat that is, sec Gen. xvii. 14. The reason of these prohi- 
bitions is manifest, as Mairaonidcs excellently discourses, 
(More Xevochim. par. iii. cap. 45.) which was, that this 
sweet odour being smelt no where else, men might be more 
in love with it in the sanctuary: and that none, by being 
anointed with the like, might fancy themselves better than 
others, from whence great dissensions and mischiefs might 
have arose. The same may be said concerning the per- 
fume, (Vcr. 37, 38.) 

Kings, indeed, are said to havo been anointed with this 
very oil; at least Solomon was, (1 Kings i. 39. though we 
may doubt of David, when he was anointed king of Judah, 
2 Sam. ii. 4.) which was,'I suppose, by a special direction 
of the prophets; that the people might look upon them as 
sacred persons, and special ministers of God, for their 
good. The Jews also will have it, that he whom they call 
the anointed of war, that is, say the Jews, the priest men- 
tioned Dcut. xx. 2. but I should rather think, the general 
who commanded their forces, in any sudden danger, was 
anointed also with this oil, that he might be inspired with 
courage, when he fought as a sacred person. So that they 
interpret the first words of the foregoing verse [upon man's 
flesh shall it not be poured] in this sense : None shall be 
anointed with it but the high-priest, the anointed of war, 
and the kings of the house of David. For tho kings of Is- 
rael were not anointed with it, but with simple balsam, as 
they also tell us. 

Ver. 34. And the Lord said unto Moses, Take Unto thee 
sweet spices.'] There are the same words here in the Hebrew, 
that we had before, (ver. 23.) save only that there he 
saith, Take to thee rosamin (with the addition of rosch, 
principal, or most excellent), and here, Take to thee samim, 
which we translate siveet spices. How these two differ, 
interpreters of all sorts extremely vary: but they both 
seem to be general words, which contain the following 
species under them; and samim to signify spices of less 
value than besamim. The latter of which denotes such 
spices as were cither liquid or most proper to mix with 
oil, or other liquid things, to give them a fragrancy, as 
Fort. Scacchus thinks, who hath discussed these two 
words with great diligence, in his Eleeochrysm. Myroth. 
par. ii. cap. 7. 

Stacte.] The Hebrew word signifies something that 
drops, which some have taken for balsam; but the LXX. 
translate it' as we do; and Salmasius hath shewn that it is 
the liquid part of myrrh (not which flows of itself) which 
drops from it when it is pressed out by art. (See Plin. Ex- 
ercit. p. 520.) The same Fort. Scacchus, cap. 8. observes, 
out of Dioscorides, who calls it 7rpo<x^>arov afivpvticTo Anra- 
pov,&c. the most unctious part of fresh myrrh, pressed out 
with a little water, (cap. 74.) This was used in the per- 
fumes which the heathen burnt upon the altars, as appears 
by that of Euripides in Troad. where he mentions, 

^fivpvtic a&tptag rbv Ktnrvov. 

Onycha.] The Hebrew wdrd secheleth is translated by 
Jonathan ceseth, which the famous Bochartus proves by 
many arguments to be ladanum, which was one of the prin- 
cipal' aromatics among the Arabians. The stream of in- 
terpreters indeed carry it for onycha, but are not agreed 



what that is: for some take it for the hoof or claw of an 
animal (as Maimonides), others (as Jarchi) for the root of 
a plant, which is smooth and transparent as the nail of a 
man's hand, which the Greeks call onyx; but there are 
others, and more numerous, who take it for the shell of a 
fish, in the fens of India, that are full of spikenard, upon 
which this fish feeding, it makes the very shell odoriferous. 
(See Hierozoic. par. ii. lib. v. cap. nit.) He observes also, 
par. i. lib. iii. cap.l. that there was such a shell-fish in 
Babylonia, which was nearer to the Jews than the Indians* 
The Greeks called it onyx, from the form of it; and the 
Hebrews secheleth, from its colour, which was black. 

And galbanum.] That which is sold in our shops is of an 
offensive smell ; but there was another in Syria, in the 
mount Amanus, which had an excellent scent. And, there- 
fore, to distinguish it from ordinary galbanum, there is a 
word added to it, as the Vulgar Latin takes it, in which it 
is called galbanum boni odoris. For that translation joins 
the next word (which we translate stceet spices) unto gal- 
banum : as if he had said, aromatic galbanum. 

With pure frankincense.] It was gathered twice in the 
year; in the spring and in the autumn : and Pliny tells us, 
that gathered in the autumn was the purest and whitest ; 
with which the other (that was reddish) was not to be com- 
pared, (lib. xii. cap. 14.) Every one knows that this was 
very much used by the gentiles upon their altars. 

Of each shall there be a like weight.] This is the common 
interpretation of the Hebrew words ; and I will not trouble 
the reader with any other. But we have no certain know- 
ledge what weight this was : for I see no authority for what 
the Hebrew doctors say, that there were seventy pounds 
of each of these four spices. And they add (which makes 
all they say of this matter questionable), that there were 
also several pounds of cinnamon, and cassia, and crocus: 
in short, of thirteen several spices, which Josephus (lib. vi. 
Haloseos, cap. 6.) affirms were in this composition. Of 
which Moses, they say, made in the whole three hundred 
and sixty-eight pounds ; that is, one pound for every day in 
the year, and three for the day of expiation. And, accord- 
ingly, R. Levi Barzelonita saith, the priests made every 
year as much as would suffice for every day of it; and that 
the ordinary priests might make it, as well as the high- 
priest, (Praecept. ci.) 

Ver. 35. And thou shalt make it a perfume.] Some think 
the last words of the foregoing verse signify, that each sort 
of spice was to be pounded, one by one : and then they are 
all ordered here to be put together. 

A confection after the art of the apothecary.] Made with 
great care, and according to this Divine prescription. Thus 
Plutarch, speaking of the aromatic Mtyua among the Egyp- 
tians, which was burnt morning and evening on their altars, 
saith it was not put together, o7rwc trvxtv, on any fashion, 
Or as it happened; aXXa ypafifiara Upu>v roiq fivpapoTc, &c. 
but the sacred books were read to those who compounded it, 
when it was mixed, (lib. de Isid. et Osiridc.) 

Tempered together.] Both the Chaldee and the LXX. 
render this mingled; just as salt is with any thing upon 
which it is sprinkled. 

Pure.] Without any other mixture. 

And holy.] To be used only in the Divine service. For 
this was one of the most ancient ways of worshipping God ; 
the word Ovaia, i. e. sacrifice (as Porphyry saith, lib. ii.) 
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being-derived ana Srvfxiaatuyc : the first men making a fume, 
by burning parts of trees, and shrubs, and seeds, and fruits: 
And the sweeter their scent was, the more grateful they 
' fancied the fume was to their gods. So that though at first 
they contented themselves with simple herbs and plants, 
and Moses here prescribes only some few spices fetched 
from foreign countries, yet, in aftertimes, they- increased 
them to a greater number : for that aromatic mixture I 
mentioned before among the Egyptians, called Kv<j>t, was a 
composition of sixteen things, which Plutarch reckons up 
inthe forenamed book. And Sophocles brings in Clytem- 
nestra (in his Eleftr. ver^ST^-calling-for Bvfiara wayKapna; 
fumes of all sorts of seeds, to be offered to Apollo, that she 
might be delivered from her terrors. 

Ver. 36. And'thou shalt beat of it very small'] Reduce 
it to powder. 

Andput it'before the testimony J] Burn it upon the altar 
of incense, which was placed before the, ark, as we read 
ver. 6. This seems to be the meaning ; and not that he 
should put it in a dish upon the table, ready to be 
burned : for the table did not stand before the ark of the 
testimony. 

Where I will meet with thee.] See xxix. 42. 

It shall be unto you most holy.] Employed only, in the 
worship of God, before the most holy place. 

Ver. 37. And as for the perfume which thoti shalt make, 
&c] Or rather, And the perfume which thou shalt make, 
you shall not make to yourselves according to the composi- 
tion thereof For any private use ; which is imported in 
these words, to yourselves. 

It sliall be unto thee holy for the Lord.] Entirely se- 
parated to the Divine worship ; and therefore not to be 
touched by any but the priests, and that when they minis- 
tered in the sanctuary, before the mercy-seat. 

Ver. 38. Whosoever shall make like unto that, to smell 
thereto.] For his own pleasure : (see ver. 33.) It. Levi of 
Barcelona hath well explained this : no man was to make 
this composition with the same spices, and the same weight, 
and with an intention to burn it. So he interprets those 
words to smell thereto ; that is, to make a perfume with it 
by burning it : (Prsecept. cxi.) yet if any man (as Maim o- 
nides observes) did smell this perfume, but did not make it, 
he was not guilty of being cut off. 

Shall even be cut off from his people,] Sec ver. 33. Their 
opinion is not improbable, who think by this is meant not 
only the excision of the transgressor, but of his whole race; 
none of which should remain to keep up his narrie in Israel. 
By which severe threatening, the people were deterred from 
profaning these holy things. 



CHAP. XXXI. 

Ver. 1, JjlND the Lord spakeunto Moses, saying.] After all 
the foregoing directions from the twenty-fifth chapter unto 
this (in which, as I said before, xxx.ll. one may well think 
there was some intermission), the Lord proceeded to givo 
Moses this following information, to encourage him to go 
about this work. 

Ver. 2. See I have called.] Be not solicitous where thou 
shalt find workmen, who have skill enough to make all 
the things which I have commanded; for I have taken 
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care of that ; and pitched upon one who shall be the chief 
director of the whole business. 

By name.] Made a particular choice of one man above' 
all others, whom I have designed for this work. It ap- 
pears by other places, that this phrase (to call him by 
name) gives Bezaleel the pre-eminence above all other ar- 
tificers. See xxxiii. 12. 17. where he saith the game of 
Moses ; and Isa. xlv. 3. where he saith it of Cyrus. 

Bezaleel the son of Uri.] See 1 Chron. ii. 18—20. 
Though he was particularly chosen and fitted for this work; 
yet there was another joined with him to be his assistant; 
(ver. G.) Which two did not do all the work with their 
own hands (as appears from xxviii. 3. where he speaks of 
many persons endowed with extraordinary skill), but they 
were the principal artists, and the chief directors and over- 
seers of the work. And therefore, after the mention of 
Aholiab, (ver. 6.) he speaks also of others into whose hearts 
he had put wisdom, to do all that he commanded. 

Tlieson ofHur, of the tribe ofJudah.] This Hur is thought 
by some to have been the husband of Miriam, the sister of 
Moses: (see xvii. 10.) And then the observation of Abar- 
binelis not impertinent, that God did the more particularly 
declare his choice of Bezaleel, and Moses the more punctu- 
ally remember it, to take away all exceptions from the 
Israelites ; who might have been apt to think that Moses had 
too much regard to his own kindred, if he had appointed 
him to be the chief governor of this work, -without the spe- 
cial call of God unto it. For thus they might have cavilled 
(as some of them did afterward, in part) — he makes him- 
self 'king, and Aaron his brother high-priest; and now de- 
livers into the hands of his nephew all the oblations and 
collections that have been made for the tabernacle. For 
which there could be no colour, after God had solemnly de- 
clared it was done by his special order. He adds also 
(which is not so justifiable) that there was' a strife among 
the Israelites who should undertake this work; for which, 
though Moses knew the fitness of Bezaleel, yet he durst not 
mention him, for fear they should think him partial ; till 
God commanded him, saying, Do not regard what the 
people say, for thou, and they all, shall see that'he is chosen 
by me, and not by thee, unto this work ; for I will give him 
extraordinary wisdom, &fc.' 

Ver. 3. And I have i filled Jiim'willi the spirit of God.] i. ei 
With an excellent spirit; or with' Divine inspiration. "Whicli 
was but necessary ; because the Hebrews being long kept 
in slavery under the Egyptians, cannot 'be supposed to 
have been bred up to the learning of those ingenious arts 
mentioned in the next verses. For they were acquainted 
only with the making of bricks, during that heavy servitude i 
and therefore God instructed several men, particularly Be- 
zaleel, in those arts which they had no master to teach 
them, and with their natural genius, though never so great, 
could not attain, especially on' a sudden, without inspira- 
tion. 

In wisdom, and in xmderstanding, and in knowledge:] 
Here wisdom, understanding, and knowledge, do not signify 
£S they do in' other places, particularly in the Proverbs, 
And in Isaiah xi. 2. (where the Messiah is said to be " filled 
with the spirit of wisdom and understanding, and the spirit 
of knowledge/') But skill in the arts of engraving, and setting 
jewels, and weaving, and needle-work, &c. How wisdoiri 
differs from understanding and from knowledge, is not mucli 
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material; they may be many words used only to express 
their skill in all sorts of arts, that might make them accom- 
plished workmen, as it follows in the latter end of the verse, 
to tvork in all manner of workmanship. They that would 
see how the Hebrews distinguish them, may look into 
Paulus Fagius upon the place, or Buxtorf s Historia 
Arcc, cap. 2. n. 3. 

Vcr. 4. To devise cunning works, &c] There arc two 
things required in an excellent artist: good invention, and 
ability to do what he hath contrived. The first of these 
seem to be intended in this verse ; and the other in the next : 
together with a dexterity to teach other artificers, who were 
to be employed under Bezalcel and Aholiab. 

Ver. 5. And in cutting of stone, &c] There were no 
stones employed about the tabernacle ; and therefore this 
must be meant of cutting and setting the precious stones 
mentioned chap, xxviii. and in graving on them what God 
commanded, ver. 11. 21. . 

And in carving of timber J] We do not read in the fore- 
going chapters of any carved work about the tabernacle ; 
and therefore this word may better be rendered (as it is in 
the beginning of the verse) cutting, rather than carving tim- 
ber. For it signifies, in general, doing all the work of car- 
penters and joiners. - .# • » 

To work in all manner of tvorkmanship.] That was ne- 
cessary for the making of every thing God had commanded. 

Ver. 6. And I, behold, I have given with him.'] Lest Mo- 
ses should think one principal contriver and director not 
to be sufficient, God joins another with him. 

Aholiab, of the tribe of Dan.] It is observed by R. Bechai, 
that God chose one out of the lowest tribe (for so they ac- 
counted that of Dan), as well as one out of the chief, which 
was Judah ; that Bezalcel, saith he, might not be lifted up 
with vain conceit; for great and small are equal before 
God. And he truly observes, that one of the same tribe, of 
Dan, by the mother's side, was the most skilful person that 
could be found, for the building of the temple by Solomon, 
(2 Chron. ii. 14.) 

And in the hearts of all that are wise-hearted, I have put 
wisdom.] That is, God endued the minds of all ingenious 
persons among them with an extraordinary skill; which 
they never learnt, either by their ovm. study or any master, 
but had it by an inspiration from above. There were se- 
veral, no doubt, who had a natural genius to such arts as 
were necessary in this work ; but they could not, by their 
own industry, have attained such skill as God bestowed on 
them; at least not so soon, as to go immediately about 
the building of the tabernacle, and all things belonging 
to it. 

That they may make all that I have commanded thee.] 
Not to imitate the Egyptian contrivances, as some have 
fancied (for which no such great skill, one would think, was 
necessary), but to make all exactly according to the model 
which Moses had seen in the mount, and he described to 
them ; which could not have been done without God's ex- 
traordinary assistance. 

Ver. 7, The tabernacle of the congregation, and tlie ark 
of the testimony, &c] These things are here mentioned, ac- 
cording to the order of nature; which is first to build a 
bouse, and then to provide its furniture. And it is ob- 
servable, that there was but one house, or tabernacle, one 
ark, and one altar, either for sacrifice or incense, to pre- 



serve in their minds the. belief of the unity of God; con- 
trary to the gentiles, 'who had their temples and altars 
every where, and each family its domestic* gods, and par- 
ticular superstitions. 

Ver. 8. The pure candlestick.] It is hard to tell why this 
is particularly called jmre, unless it be because it was en- 
tirely of pure gold, (xxv. 31.) which the table and altar of 
incense were not; for they were only overlaid with pure 
gold, (xxv. 24. xxx. 3.) Some have thought that it is called 
pure, because no blood was ever sprinkled upon it, as 
there was on the altar of incense; but this is not a good 
reason, for we do not find there was any sprinkled on tbo 
table. 

Ver. 0. The altar of burnt-offering, &c] Concerning this 
and the laver he had received orders, xxvii. 1. xxx. 17. 

Ver. 10. And the clothes of service.] Wherewith the ark, 
and the table, and the candlestick, and the golden altar were 
covered (Numb. iv. 6, 7. 9. 11, &c.) when the camp re- 
moved. . ; 

The holy gar7nents for Aaron, &c] Which are ordered 
chap, xxviii. 

Ver. 11. And the anointing oil and siveet incense, &c.} 
These were ordered in the foregoing chapter, ver. 23. 34. 

Ver. 12. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] Alter 
he had delivered him all the foregoing orders, about the 
tabernacle, its furniture, and the workmen to be employed 
in making them ; he added what follows. 

Ver. 13. Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily 
my sabbaths shall ye keep.'] This hath been mentioned thrice 
already (see xvi. 23. xx. 8. xxiii. 12.) but here seems to be 
repeated again, upon this special occasion, that they 
might not think this sacred work would warrant them tor 
break the sabbath. On which he bids Moses tell them, 
they must not do this work no more than any other : for the 
tabernacle Mas built for the service of God, which was 
principally performed upon this day. And he uses a word 
of the plural number, not to signify any other sabbath but 
this ; which recurring so often as once in seven days, he 
might well admonish them to keep his sabbaths. And so 
the apostle plainly speaks, Coloss. ii.,lG. 

For it is a sign between me and you.] This plainly shews 
he speaks of the weekly sabbath ; the observation of which 
testified to all the world what God they worshipped : as all 
nations signified, by their rites and ceremonies, what their 
gods were to whom their services were paid. Now the Is- 
raelites stood in a double relation to God ; as his creatures, 
and as those who were redeemed by him from the Egyp- 
tian bondage : in both which regards the sabbath was a 
sign or token between him and them. For by observing 
one day in seven, after six days' labour, they signified that 
they worshipped the Creator of the world ; who in six 
days made all things, and then rested: and by observing 
such a seventh day, (see xvi. 5.) after six days' labour, 
rather than any other, they signified they owned him to be 
their deliverer from Egyptian slavery. This is opened ex- 
cellently by our Mr. Mede, Discourse xv. p. 73, 74. 

Throughout your generations.] During this polity which 
God now establishes among you. 

That ye may know that lam the Lord that doth sanctify 
you.] To be my peculiar people, by observing this solem- 
nity. For it was peculiarly enjoined to them, and to no 
other nation; and was looked upon as a singular benefit 
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conferred on them above all people ; as appears by the 
devout acknowledgment Nehemiah makes of this, among 
the rest of the Divine favours to them, that he made known 
unto them Ms holy sabbath, ix. 14. and see Ezek. xx. 
11, 12. 

Ver. 14. Ye shall keep the sabbath therefore.'] Since it 
is such a distinguishing mark, be the more careful to ob- 
serve it. • 

For it is holy unto you.] This depends upon what was 
said in the conclusion of the foregoing verse, that hereby 
they were sanctified, or separated to God as a peculiar 
people; and therefore, in all reason, should look upon this 
as a holy day. 

- Every one that defileth it shall surely be put to death.] 
If there were credible witnesses of his profanation. 
. For tvhosoever doth any work thereon.] This was to de- 
file or profane it. 

Tliat soul shall be cut off from among his people.] God 
seems to threaten that he himself would shorten his days, if 
the judges, for want of witnesses, could not punish him. So 
Eliah ben Moseh (one of those whom the Jews call Karaites) 
most excellently expounds this, and all the rest of the pun- 
ishments threatened to the violation of this precept, which 
Mr.Selden hath given us out of a MS. lib. i. de Synedriis, 
cap. G. The sense is this, in short : he that violates a ne- 
gative precept, as they call it, cither doth it secretly, which 
is most frequent, Or openly, which happens seldom, unless 
a man be one of those profligate wretches whom we call 
apostates. Now him that secretly broke the sabbath, the 
Scripture threatens with cutting off, viz. by the hand of 
God, according to what is written here in this place. In 
like manner, incestuous and unlawful conjunctions are 
threatened, (Lev. xviii. 29.) because they were wont to be 
committed secretly. But if any man did any work openly 
on the sabbath, so that there were witnesses of it, he was to 
bo stoned, according to what is said Numb. xv. 35. Though 
if he did it out of mistake, either secretly or openly, he 
was only to bring a sacrifice for his error: and if he of- 
fended against any of the decrees of the wise men about 
the sabbath, he was to be beaten. Or if there was no 
court of judgment in the place (as now, in their present 
condition), then all such transgressors were left to God to 
punish them, of whatsoever sort they were. 

Ver. 15. Six days may work be done, but in the seventh 
is the sabbath of rest, holy to the Lord.] So it is called also 
xxxv. 2. and Lev. xxiii. 3.- And so the sabbath wherein 
the land rested, is likewise called, Lev. xxv. 4. But the 
Hebrew words schabbat schabbaton (sabbath of rest) 
properly signify sabbath above all sabbaths, i. e. the 
greatest sabbath; on which a rest was to be most punctu- 
ally observed from all manner of work,, which the Jews, 
as De Dieu notes, call the weighty sabbath; as if other 
days of rest were but light in comparison with this. Ac- 
cording to that saying of 11. Josee, great is circumci- 
sion, because the tveighty sabbath, gives place to it; that 
is, admits of this work, though the rest on this sabbath be 
so very great. 

Shall surely be put to death.] As an idolater, who did 
not acknowledge the Creator of the world. See before, 
ver. 14. 

Ver. 1G. IVJierefore the children of Israel shall keep the 
sabbath, to observe the sabbath throughout all their genera- 



tion, for a perpetual covenant.] The most literal interpre- 
tation of this verse seems to mc to be that of Lud. de Dieu, 
the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath by making 
the sabbath a perpetual covenant throughout their genera- 
tions. That is, by never suffering it to be interrupted, 
they made it a perpetual covenant between God and them 
throughout all ages. 

Ver. 17. It is a sign between me and the children of Is- 
rael for ever.] A badge and livery that they were the ser- 
vants of the Most High, who made the heavens and earth. 
A mark of their being devoted to him, and continuing in 
covenant with him, no less than circumcision. 

For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth.] In 
memory of which the sabbath was first instituted, " to 
preserve perpetually and establish that most precious his- 
tory and doctrine of the creation of the world," as Maimo-. 
nides speaks, More Nevoch par. iii. cap. 43. 

And on the seventh day he rested, and was refreshed.] 
Delighted inthe contemplation of all his works, which he 
saw were very good, (Gen. i.31.) The same Maimonide^ 
observes, that the word jinnaphash (which we translate was 
refreshed) comes from nephesh, which, among other things, 
signifies the intention of the mind and the will; and there- 
fore the sense of this phrase is, " all the will of- God was 
perfected and brought to a conclusion: his whole good 
pleasure was absolutely finished on the seventh day," 
(More Nevoch. par. i. cap. 67.) * - 

Ver. 18. And he gave unto Moses, when he made an end 
of communing with him upon Mount Sinai.] When he dis- 
missed him, having said all that is before related during* 
his forty days' stay with him in the mount, he delivered 
unto him two tables of testimony, to carry down with him 
to the people. 

Two tables of testimony.] "Wherein God testified to them 
his mind and will, in the principal things which concerned 
their duty. (Sec xvi. 34.) 

Tables of stone.] That what was written upon them might 
be more durable. There is no ground to think that these ta- 
bles were made of some precious stone (as the author of the 
bookCosri, and other Jews fancy), for the word eben in the 
Hebrew simply signifies any sort of stone, and is wont to 
have some other joined to it, when precious stones are 
meant, as in 2Sam. xii. SO. 1 Kings x. 2. SChron. iii. G. 

Written with the finger of God.] i. e. By God himself. 
Just as the heavens, saith Maimonides, are said to be the 
work of his fingers, (Psal. viii.4.) which he interprets in 
another place (xxxiii. G.) " By the word of the Lord were 
the heavens made." Therefore written by the finger of 
God, is as much, saith he, as by the word ; that is, the will 
and good pleasure of God, (More Nevoch. par. i. cap. GG.) 
In short, this phrase signifies, that God employed neither 
Moses, nor any other instrument, in this writing, but it was 
done by his own powerful operation. For all things that 
we do, being wrought by our hands and our fingers, these 
words are used to express God's power. (See xxxii. 1G.) 

This was a thing so notorious in ancient times, and so 
much believed by those who were not Jews, that many 
other nations pretended to the like Divine writings, that 
they might gain the greater authority to their laws. Thus 
the Brachmans report in their histories, that the book of 
their law (which they call Caster) was delivered by God to 
Bremavius,upon a mount in a cloud : and that God gavo 
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also another book of laws to Brammon in the first age of 
the world. The Persians say the same of those of Zoroas- 
ter; and the Getes of Xamolxis. Nay, the Brachmans 
have a decalogue like this of Moses, and accurate inter- 
pretations of it, in which they say there is this prophecy, 
That one day there shall be one law alone throughout the 
world. This evidently shews how well the world was an- 
ciently acquainted with these books of Moses,: and what a 
high esteem they had of them. (See Huetius, lib. ii. Abie- 
tan. Quacst. cap. 12. n. 19.) 



CHAP. XXXII. 

Ver. 1. JxND ivhen the people.] Not the whole body of 
the congregation; but so many of them, that the rest durst 
not appear to oppose their desires. 

Saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the mount.] 
The Jews fancy that he stayed beyond the time that he had 
appointed for his return to them. But that is not likely ; 
for he himself was not told how long God would detain 
\\\m there. (See xxiv. 14.) The meaning therefore .is, 
that he, stayed longer than they expected ; so that they did 
not know what to think of it. And having as yet received 
no directions about the service of God, for which they were 
called out of Egypt(vii. 1G. and other places), they thought 
it was time to desire Aaron to set about it, in such a way 
as other people served their gods. 

The people gathered themselves together unto Aaron.'] 
They applied themselves to him, as being left by Moses, 
to be the chief director and governor of affairs, together 
with Hur, during his absence, (xxiv. 14.) And according 
to the computation made concerning the time, of his going 
up into the mount, (see xxiv. 18.) this happened upon the 
fifteenth of our .July; which month the Hebrews .call 
Tamuz. 

And said nnto him, Up.] One cannot think that they 
spake thus to him at the very first words ; but other dis- 
course passed before this: unto which Aaron, in all proba- 
bility, making some difficulty to consent, and persuading 
them not to persist in their demand, they would not be de- 
nied any longer, but said in a seditious manner, Up, make 
no further delay, for we will have what we desire. 

Make ns gods.] Or, rather, make us a god: for so Nehe- 
ttiiah expresses it in the singular number, ix. 18. and so 
Elohim is often translated, Gen. xx. 13. xxxv. 7, &c. For 
their meaning was, make us a sacred symbol or sign, as 
other nations have, that may represent God in a visible 
manner to us. §o the Jews .expound it in Pirke Eliezer, 
cap. 45. "They said. to Aaron, The Egyptians extol their 
gods, they sing and chaunt before them; for they behold 
them with their eyes. Make us such gods as theirs are, that 
we may see them before us." And so R. Jehudah, in the 
book Cpsri, par. i. sect. 97. " They desired a sensible object 
of Divine worship to be set before them; not with an in- 
tention tp deny God, who brought them out of Egypt, but 
that something in the place of God might stand before them, 
when they declared his wonderful works." Such, no doubt, 
was their meaning : for they could not be so senseless as to 
imagine the true God could be made by a man; or that an 
image could go before them (as it here follows), which may 
have feet, but cannot walk, as the Psabuist speaks. And 



therefore Aben Ezra judiciously interprets it, some corpo- 
real image, in which God may reside. 

lVhich shall go before us.] Conduct us through the wil- 
derness. God himself, in a pillar of cloud and fire, hi- 
therto went before them : but that cloud now covering the 
mount where Moses was, and not stirring at all from thence, 
they imagined, perhaps, that Moses being lost, it would no 
longer lead them as it had done. 

For as for this Moses, &c] Thisdoth not seem to be the 
language of those who had any regard to him. 

We wot not what is become of him.] They thought, per- 
haps, that he was consumed in the mount, by the fire which 
shone from the face of God, as Jonathan paraphrases it. 
Greg. Nyssen's reflection upon this demand of the people 
is very natural ; that they were like schoolboys, who, in th* 
absence of their ^master,, were carried avonroig bpuctie ue 
ara%iav, tvith senseless impetuous motions, into rudeness and 
disorder, (p. 183. de Vita Mosis.) For there were many 
among them who were infectedwith the Egyptian idolatry, 
as .we learn from Josh. xxiv. 14. Ezek. xx. 7, 8. xxiii. 3. S. 
And, therefore, hankering after that way of worship by 
images, which they had learnt there, they took this oppor- 
tunity to desire a visible representation of God among 
them, as the Egyptians had. And so St. Stephen looks 
upon this as a turning back in their hearts unto Egypt, 
(Acts vii. 39, &c.) 

Ver. 2. And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden 
ear-rings, &c] This confirms what I said, that there was 
some debate about this matter, before they spake those 
words to him, (ver. 1.) Up, make ns gods, &c. For it is not 
credible that Aaron would immediately consent to so foul a 
fact as this, without the least argument against it. Whichis 
so unlikely, that the Jews have devised this tale : that Hur 
rebuking them in his presence, the people fell upon him 
and killed him; which affrighted Aaron into a speedy com- 
pliance. 

The golden ear-rings.'] These, it is probable, wero some 
of the jewels which they borrowed of the Egyptians, (xii. 
35.) and possibly might have worn superstitiously, as* I 
observed (Gen. xxxv. 5.) they did very anciently. There 
aro those who think Aaron hoped they would not have 
easily parted with these ; and so their design might have 
been broken. 

From the ears of your wives, of your sons,"and your daugh- 
ters.] Men wore these ornaments in the eastern countries, 
as well as women ; as we find in the story of the Ishmael- 
ite and Midianite soldiers, (Judg. viii. 24. and Pliny, lib. 
xi. cap. 31.) " In oriente quidem ct viris aurura eo loci," 
&c. In the east it is esteemed an ornament for men to tvear 
gold in that place; speaking of their cars. (See Bochari. 
Hierozoic. par. i. lib. i. cap. 34.) 

Ver. 3. And all the people.] All that were engaged in 
this design; who were so many (as I said ver. 1.) that the 
rest it is likely durst not oppbsc it. 

Broke off the golden ear-rings which were in their ears, 
and brought them to Aaron.] So zealous is superstition, 
which prevails over pride and covetousness. 

Ver. 4. And he received them at their hands.] They seem 
to have presented them as an offering, towards the making 
of a representation of God; wherein every one of them 
might have an interest; and accordingly Aaron accepted 
them. 
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And fashioned it with a graving tool] The Hebrew word 
cheret (which we translate graving tool) is used for a writ- 
ing pen, (Isa. viii. 1.) and for a crisping pin, which women 
used about their hair, (Isa. iii. 22.) And therefore inter- 
preters take it here for an instrument of engraving. And 
some think that Aaron made such marks with it in this calf 
as there were in the Egyptian Apis : which was a cow that 
had a spot on her right side like a crescent, (as some writers 
say, though Herodotus saith otherwise, and the -.marks are 
variously reported ; see Pignorius in his Mensa Isiaca, p. 
18, &c.) and a square white spot in the forehead. But 
others think it m<ke likely, that the calf coming rough out 
of the mould, Aaron only polished it with a proper tool. 
For though Apis was in great honour among the Egyptians, 
yet it was a living cow, and not the image of one, which 
they had in such veneration. Therefore Mr. Selden (in his 
Syntagma, i. de Diis Syris, cap. 4.) takes it to be more 
probable, that this golden calf, or ox, or bullock (for so 
the Psalmist differently calls it, cvi. 19, 20.) was made in 
imitation of that golden ox that represented Osiris; which 
was very famous among the Egyptians: who had a mighty 
veneration for the river Nile, called in Hebrew Sichor 
(from whence came Syris), and for the dog-star (called Sy- 
ris likewise), at whose rising that river began to swell; and 
forthe sun (which was principally meant by this name), to 
whom both the bull at Heliopolis, and the ox at Memphis 
were consecrated, as Macrobius tells us, lib. i. Saturnal. 
cap. 21. But though all this be very ingenious, yet the 
truth of it may be well questioned, as I shall shew pre- 
sently ; when I have noted that this translation, fashioned 
it with a graving tool, is not so agreeable to what here fol- 
lows, as another winch the Hebrew words will as well 
bear. 

After he had made it a molten calf] The words in the 
Hebrew are, and he made it, &c. we translate them after, 
&c. to make this agree with what goes before, according 
to our translation, he fashioned it with a graving tool: 
which may as literally be translated, he bound them vp in 
a bag. For we find the word jatzar, which we here trans- 
late fashioned, to have the signification also of binding or 
tying tip : and cheret in the plural number to signify a bag, 
(2 Kings v. 23.) And thus the prophet Isaiah (as Bochart 
observes) describes the making of images, (xlvi. 6.) " They 
lavish gold out of the bag, and they make it a god." Which 
agrees with what is here said of Aaron — ho received the 
ear-rings, and put them in a bag ; and then having made a 
mould, cast them into it, and made a golden calf. (See 
ver. 24.) 

A molten calf] So he calls it, because it was no bigger 
than a calf, though the head was like an ox ; and there- 
fore, as I observed before, so called by the Psalmist. What 
moved Aaron to represent God in this figure, is hard to re- 
solve. Most think he imitated the Egyptians, among 
whom he had long lived : which seems not to me at all 
likely, since he had seen the judgment that God executed 
against all their gods, (xii. 12.) Yet so great a man as I. 
Gerh. Vossius hath taken a great deal of pains to prove, 
that Joseph was adored by them under the name of Apis 
and Serapis; and that his symbol was an ox. This he 
hath laboured to support by many ingenious conjectures. 
But it is not likely, if he were thus publicly honoured as 
a god, that a king should arise who knew not Joseph, i. c. 



had no regard to him, (Exod. i. 8.) and another succeed 
him, who endeavoured to ruin all his kindred. The wor- 
ship of Serapis also was not so ancient, for Herodotus 
saith not a word of it, nor any body else, till the time of 
Alexander the Great ; and many authors say it was brought 
into Egypt out ofPontus byTPtolemy: (see Bocrjarttis'in 
his Hierozoic. par. i. p. 338.) And though Apis was more 
ancient, yet not of such antiquity as Moses, tisa very 
learned person of our own (Dr. Tenison, archbishop of 
Canterbury) hath shewn in his book of idolatry, chap. vi. 
part 4, 5, &c'„ And as for Osiris, both Plutarch and Sfra- 
bo say he was the same with Apis: which was not then 
known, as I have said, in Egypt, no more than Typhus or 
Typhon, whom Philo thinks to be here intended ; but was 
certainly a later invention, and, as Bochartus imagines, re- 
presented Moses himself, though very much disguised. 

Cuperus, indeed, hath made it probable (in his Harpo- 
crates, p. 83, &c.) that there was a Serapis worshipped in 
Egypt* before that brought out of Pontus : but whether it 
be so or no, I do not take it to be at all material, because 
it is not likely that Aaron would make sueh a representa- 
tion of the Divinity as was in use among them, from whose 
slavery God had lately delivered them. For how could he 
think the Lord, to whom he proclaimed a feast, would be 
pleased to be represented by any of those idols, on whom, 
as I said before, he had executed judgment, at their depar- 
ture out of Egypt? Or what reason is there to think the 
Israelites themselves could be inclined to think their God 
to be like any thing which that people worshipped, who 
abhorred the sacrifices which the God of Israel required ? 
Their conjecture seems to me far more likely, who think 
that Aaron, in making this calf, took his pattern from some 
part of the Schechinah which appeared to him and the 
elders of Israel (when they ate before God, xxiv. 10.) at- 
tended with the angels : some of which, called cherubims, 
they think appeared with the faces of oxen. But as there 
is no mention in that place of cherubims, nor of the angels 
appearing in any shape whatsoever ; and Moses expressly 
saith, the Israelites saw no manner of similitude on the 
day when the Lord spake to them in Horeb (Deut. iv. 15. 
and therefore Aaron and the elders, in all probability, saw 
none afterward), so I think there is no evidence that the 
heavenly ministers at any time appeared in this shape, till 
the Schechinah departed from the temple, in the days of 
Ezekiel. (See xxv. 18. 20.) 

After all this considered, Aaron seems to me to have 
chosen an ox to be the symbol of the Divine presence, in 
hope the people would never be so sottish as to worship it ; 
but only be put in mind by it of the Divine power, which 
was hereby represented. For an ox's head was anciently 
an emblem of strength, and horns a commou sign of kingly 
power. So they were among the Phoenicians, (as Pignorius 
observes in his Mensa Isiaea, p. 15. out of Eusebius's Prae- 
par. Evang. lib. i. cap. ult.) and among the Egyptians, (as 
Diodorus Siculus relates, lib. i.) and among the Romans, 
as appears by that famous story of GenuciuS Cipus/(in Val. 
Maximus, lib. v. cap. G.) who, when he was pnelor, had 
horns come out of his head on a sudden, as he was going 
out of the city to the wars; whereupon he was told, ^Re- 
gem eum fore, si in urbem revertisset f that he should be 
a king, if he returned into the city. And something like it 
is related by Julius Capitolinus concerning, Clodius Albi- 
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nus, at whoso birth a cow brought forth a calf with purplo 
borns, which they looked upon tissignum imperii, a token of 
empire* Which made the ancient fathers; perhaps, when 
"they spake of this calf or ox of Aaron's, mention only its 
head. For so 4 doth Tertullian: (lib. adversus Judseos, cap. 
1.) "cum proccssisset eis bubulum caput;" and St Cy- 
prian, Lactantius, St. Jerome, St. Ambrose, and others : 
not becauso they thought Aaron mado only the head; but 
because this was the principal part whereby God was re- 
presented. 

And they said.'] The people cried out aloud. 
These be thy gods, O Israel.]' Or, as Nehemiah ex- 
presses it,(ix.!8.) This is thy God, &c. the image or sym- 
bol of the Divine Majesty: or, as Abulensis interprets it, 
his Divine virtue resideth in this golden body. The plural 
number is commonly used for the singular, especially when 
God is spoken of, as I observed before, Gen. xx. 13. 
xxxv. 7.' 2 Sam. vii. 23. 

Wtich brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.] This 
shews they looked upon this ox only as a representation 
of the Almighty Lord their God: for it being but newly 
made, they could not imagine they were brought by it from 
the Egyptian slavery, but by his ower, w r hich perhaps they 
fancied now resided in it. 

Ver. 5. Arid when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before 
it.] As at the people's request he made it, so he, seeing 
them receive it with such applause, presently consecrated 
it; by building an altar, otfering sacrifices, and keeping a 
solemn feast in its honour. 

And Aaron made proclamation.] Caused it to be pub- 
licly proclaimed throughout the host; that every one might 
have notice of the solemnity. 

• And said, To-morrow is a feast.] Which was a part of 
worship ordained by his authority. 

To the Lord.] Not to this ox, but to the Creator of tho 
world, whom they worshipped in this image. Notwith- 
standing which, this w r as no better than an idol, (Acts vii. 
41.) and they gross idolaters, (Psal. cvi.19, 20. 1 Cor.x.7.) 
Some think, indeed, that Moses being gone, and, as they 
imagined, cither burnt up or famished, they desired this 
representation of God to go before them, and direct them, 
as a kind of teraphim : 'but God allowed no such visible 
sign to be made of his presence with them, w r hich he knew 
would in a short time have their adoration. 

Ver. G. And they rose tip early on the morrow.] The 
next day, which was the sixteenth of our July, they kept 
their festival. And to shew their devotion, they began be- 
times in the morning, andseem not tohave stayed for Aaron: 
but, as it follows, offered sacrifices themselves. 

And offered burnt-offerings.] Which always preceded 
others. See xviii. 12. xxiv. 5. where I observed, that 
whole burnt-offerings were entirely consumed on the altar, 
being wholly God's. 

And brought peace-offerings.] This intimates that some 
persons received what they brought; and perhaps they 
were the young men mentioned xxiv. 5. where I noted 
'also, that of peace-offerings the people that brought them 
had a share, that they might feast with God ; and they in- 
vited their friends likewise to feast with, them. There is 
no mention either here, or in the other places, of sin-offer- 
ings: whereof the priests had a part, but not the people. 

And the people sat down to cat and to drink.] Upon the 



sacrifices of peace-offerings; whereof the people, as I said, 
had their part: and by partaking of it, had fellowship with 
the idol, to whom they were offered, as the apostle shews, 
(1 Cor. x. 20, 21.) Thus tho Egyptians kept a IIav<Wa at 
the feast of Apis; in imitation rather of the Israelites, than 
otherwise. 

It may be fit here to note, that this custom of sacrificing, 
and also of feasting on the sacrifice, in token of their com- 
munion with him to whom the sacrifice was offered, was so 
very ancient, that it is not easy to believe the observation 
of St. Chrysostom to be true, that God gave no command- 
ment about sacrifices, till after this sin of worshipping the 
golden calf: when, seeing their proncness to offer such sa- 
crifices, he thought fit to ordain them himself, and direct 
them to their right object. Much less is it true, that be- 
fore this obdanwc Qwtac ovofxa, toe do not find any where 
the name of sacrifice, (as he speaks Homil. xvii. upon Acts 
vii.) no, not with the qualification of Grotius, who says 
(upon Exod. xv. 26.) that there was no law about sacri- 
fices, except that of the Passover, till after they had com- 
mitted idolatry. For, besides that, there is an order how 
to make an altar, on which to sacrifice their burnt-offerings, 
(xx. 24.) which supposes God's intention about them ; and 
the building of an altar, and actual sacrifice upon it, at the 
scaling of the covenant between God and Israel, xxiv. 4, 
5. &c. (which surely w r as not without God's command) 
there is a whole chapter in this book about sacrifices at 
the consecration of Aaron and his sons, before this sin was 
committed, (chap, xxix.) and particular directions given in 
the thirty-eighth and thirty-ninth verses of that chapter, 
about the daily burnt-offering. I omit what might be said 
concerning the oblation of sacrifices from the beginning of 
the world, which it is hard to believe was without a Divine 
institution. St. Jerome's words therefore are also too 
large, who saith, in his commentaries upon Ezek. xx. that 
the Israelites received only the decalogue before this of- 
fence of the calf: after which, God gave them multipliers 
legis ceremonias, abundance of legal ceremonies. All that 
can justly be said in this matter is, that Moses had 
not yet delivered to them the commands beforcmentioned, 
which God had given him; and that they had received but 
a few commands about sacrifices till after this sin: when 
the precepts were multiplied, that they might upon all oc- 
casions offer sacrifice to God, and not to demons, as they 
were inclined to do. The daily burnt-offerings were ap- 
pointed before (as I said) though not delivered to them ; 
and so was the sin-offering for the consecration of Aaron 
and his sons, and the altar, (xxix. 06, &c.) But the sin-of- 
fering for particular persons, and for the wholo congrega- 
tion of Israel, and the great variety of sacrifices, with the 
manner of them, were not yet prescribed; and perhaps 
were ordained upon this occasion to preserve them from 
idolatry; though not merely for that, there being respect 
in them to the great sacrifice of Christ, especially in that 
sacrifice upon the day of expiation. But in general, it 
may be reasonably thought, that if they had not been per- 
verse, they might havo been left more atliberty to' do these 
things at pleasure, according to the law of nature; and 
they might perhaps have been permitted to ofler sacrifices 
every where, as the patriarchs did, though there is no cer- 
tainty of such speculations. 

And rose np to play.] So God commanded at their festi- 
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vities ; and when they 'offered solemn sacrifices, to rejoice 
before him, (Dcut. xii. G, 7. xvi. 11.) as David did before 
the ark, after he had sacrificed oxen and fatlings,,(2 Sam. 
vi. 13 — 16.) Thus they now expressed their joy, by music, 
and dancing, and songs, and such-like tokens of mirth, 
which was wont to be very great upon their feasts. (See 
ver. 18.) There arc those who think; that after they had 
eaten of the sacrifices to the idol, and drunk liberally, they 
committed fornication, after the manner of heathen wor- 
shippers. Thus Tertullian expounds this phrase, (L. de 
Jejunio, cap. 6.) " Intelligc Scripturas verecundiam;" the 
Scripture modestly expresses their lewd filthiness. And so 
this very word which we translate here play, is used by 
Potiphar's wife; (Gen. xxxix. 17.) the Hebrew servant 
came in, to mock me, i. e. to violate my chastity. So that 
the Israelites did now, as they did afterwards when they 
worshipped Pcor, (Numb. xxv. 1, 2.) And the truth is, 
these sacrifical feasts were turned among the gentiles into 
drunkenness and lasciviousness, which are wont to be 
, companions ; insomuch, that the ancient Greeks, even 
Aristotle himself, as Athenoeus tells us, (lib. ii.) derived the 
word n&vuv, to be drunk, from fxera to Sveiv, after the sa- 
crifice, when they were wont to drink very largely. And it 
is also true, that nothing enticed men to idolatry more than 
these filthy pleasures, which were a part of that worship. 
Yet I think it is not credible, that the Israelites, at the very 
dedication of their idol, when they pretended much reli- 
gion, fell into such foul practices, which were not at first 
committed among the heathen. Nor is there any significa- 
tion of it in this story ; but only of their singing and dancing, 
ver. 18, 19. (accompanied, it is likely, with music) which 
Philo indeed calls x°9 ^ axopevrovg, unseemly dances; 
but that was only, I suppose, because they w r erc in honour 
of a calf. Nor did the gentiles themselves, as I said, run 
at first into such excess of riot, as Athenaeus observes, 
(lib. viii. Deipnosoph.) where, in the conclusion of it, he 
describes all the city full of the noise of pipes, and cymbals, 
and drums, and the voice of those that sung in a great fes- 
tival ; and thence takes occasion to remember, that the 
ancients observing what a great inclination people had to 
pleasure, took care they might enjoy it euraKrwe koI Kocrfxiwc, 
orderly and decently, by setting apart certain times to en- 
tertain them with it. When in the first place they sacri- 
ficed to their gods, and then were left to take their ease : 
that every one believing the gods came to their sacrifices, 
fiera alSovg rfjv ovvovaiav irotnaat, might behave themselves at 
such meetings with modesty and reverence. For we are 
ashamed, saith he, to speak or do any thing unseemly 
before a grave person : and therefore, supposing the gods 
to be nigh them, raq ioprag Koafxiwg koX abxppovwg StTJyov, 
they passed their festival days, in ancient limes, decently and 
soberly. And so he proceeds to shew how much the world 
was altered in his time, when nothing but mad revelling 
was to be seen on such occasions. He observes it also 
as a sign of the ancient modesty at these feasts, that they 
(lid not KaTaickivecrSat, lie along, aXkd caivvvV t£o//evot, but 
they sat down to eat and drink, as the Israelites here did. 

Ver. 7. And the Lord said unto Moses, Go, get thee 
down.] lie had dismissed him before, having done com- 
muning with him, (xxxi. 18.) and now sends him away from 
the mount in some haste, at the end of the forty days men- 
tioned in the twenty-fourth chap. ult. 



For thy people, which thou broughtest out of Egypt.'] 
These words are generally looked upon, as God's aban- 
doning the Israelites, and disowning them to be his people. 
But then, they would not have been Moses's people neither, 
but utterly destroyed, (ver. 10.) Therefore the true mean- 
ing is explained by St. Stephen, who calls Modes their 
\vTp(»Tt)g, deliverer, (Acts vii. 35.) because by his hand 
God redeemed them; and in that regard they became his 
people. 

Have corrupted themselves.] He doth not mention Aaron, 
though he was very angry with him also, (Deut. ix. 20.) 
because the people were the beginners of the revolt, and 
he complied with them out of fear. 

Ver. 8. They have turned aside quickly out of the way; 
which I commanded them.] It was not much above six 
weeks since they heard God charge .them, in a terrible 
manner, not to worship any image, (xx. 4.) and they so- 
lemnly promised to do whatsoever Moses commanded 
them from God, (ver. 19.) Immediately after .which, this 
command is in a peculiar manner repeated, (ver. 23.) Ye 
shall not make with me gods of silver, neither shall ye make 
unto you gods of gold. Which, with all the rest of his judg- 
ments, they covenanted also to observe, (xxiv. 3. 8.) And 
therefore such a speedy revolt, from such obligations, 
made their crime exceeding heinous. 

> Tliey have made them a golden calf] For what Aaron did 
was at their instigation. 

And have worshipped it.] By kissing it (saith It; Eliczcr 
in his Pirke, cap. 45.) and bowing down to it; and then of- 
fering sacrifice to it (as it here follows) and acknowledging 
it to be their conductor out of the land of Egypt. 

Ver. 9. And the Lord said unto Moses.] He added this 
further before he went down from the mount 

I have seen this people.] Long observed their disposition; 

And behold, it is a stiff-necked people.] This character of 
them is repeated, xxxiii. 3. 5. xxxiv. 9. being a metaphor 
from untamed heifers, who draw their necks and shoulders 
back when they are put under the yoke. The prophet 
Isaiah alludes to this, when he saith of this people, (xlviii. 
4.) Thy neck is an iron sinew, which would not bend. And 
Jeremiah v. 5. where he saith, the great men had broken 
the yoke and burst the bonds. 

Ver. 10. Now therefore let me alone.] Do not interpose 
in their behalf, with thy prayers and deprecations for them. 

That my wrath may wax hot against them, and that I 
may consume them.} That the just indignation I have con- 
ceived against them, may proceed to punish them with 
utter destruction. 

And I will make of thee a great, nation.] Or, I will set 
thee over a great nation ; make thee prince of a mightier 
nation than they, (as the words are Numb. xiv. 12.) for so 
the word asah (to make) signifies, 1 Sam. xii. 6. where 
we translate it, advanced Moses and Aaron. Which seems 
to be the meaning here, because Moses urges (ver. 13.) 
the promise made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as if 
that would not be made, good if the people w f ere all de- 
stroyed. Whereas there would have been no danger of 
that, if God had made a great nation to spring from Moses, 
who was of their seed. 

Ver. 11. And Moses besought the Lord.] The Hebrew 
word challah, from whence comes vaichal (which we trans- 
late besought) importing something of sickness and in- 
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firmity ; denotes that Moses- besought the Lord with much 
earnestness, and. great agony of iniud. 

His God.] He hoped he had not lost his interest in God> 
which tha people had justly forfeited. 

And said, Why doth thy wrath wax hot against thypeo* 
pie.] Thero was great reason for this high displeasure 
against them, which God threatened, ver. 10. and Moses 
himself was not only angry, but his.aijger waxed hot; (ver. 
19.) yet he hoped other reasons would move the .Divine 
mercy to moderate his anger ; that is, not to punish them 
so severely as they deserved. 

Wftich thou hast brought out of the land of Egypt, with 
great power and with a mighty hand?] This is one ground 
of hope,, that God would not on a sudden destroy what he 
had employed so much power to preserve. 

Ver., 12. Wherefore should tlie Egyptians say, For mischief 
did he bring them out.] This is another Teason, that the 
Egyptians might not be led into a misbelief, or confirmed 
in their infidelity. 

To slay them in the mountains.] There were many moun- 
tains besides Sinai (where they, now were) in that desert 
into which God led them : and they were the most danger- 
ous part of it. 

Turn from thy fierce wrath, &c.] Let these considerations 
prevail for a pardon. 

Ver. 13. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, . to 
Whom thou swarest by thine own self, &c] This is the great 
argument of all, the promise made to their forefathers, who 
werchis faithful servants, and this promise confirmed- by 
an oath (often repeated) which he hoped God would faith- 
fully fulfil. 

I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven.] Gen. 
xv. 5. xxii. 17. This part of the promise he had fulfilled ; 
which made him hope he would fulfil the other part which 
here follows. 

And all this land that I have spoken of will I give to your 
seed, and they shall inherit it for ever.] Gen. xii. 7. xiii. 15. 
xv. 7. xxviii. 13. 

Ver. 14. And the Lord repented of the evil which he thought 
to do unto his people.] He did not change his mind; for 
there was not a peremptory decree or definitive sentence (as 
they speak) pronounced against them.; but only a signifi- 
cation of what they deserved, (ver. 10.) which, unless it had 
been -for the forenamed. reasons, and Moses's intercession, 
he -would have inflicted upon them. 

Ver, 15.-And Moses turned.] From the presence of God; 
with whom he had been forty days. 

And came down from the mount J] From the place where 
he was with God, to .that where he left Joshua waiting for 
his return. (See xxiv. 13.) 

And the two tables of the testimony were in his hand.] 
Which. God promised to give him, and one would think had 
readily prepared for him before he. went up into the mount, 
(xxxiv.12.) and when he was coming down, delivered into 
his hands, (xxxi. ult.) They are called tables of testimony, 
because God declared and testified therein what his mind 
and will was, as I have often noted. 

The tables were written on both their sides.] Some fancy 
that the writing was both on the fore-part and the back-part 
of them; that so the ten commandments might be read by 
those who stood either before or behind, when they were 
set up; being written (according to this conceit) twice over. 



But they were not made to be setup, but to bercposited in 
the ark : and thcrcforo the meaiiingis, they were written on 
both the leaves (as I may call them) which were to be 
folded up and shut like a book, when they were laid in 
the ark. 

On the one- side and on the other were they written.'] On 
the right hand, and on the left. How many were written 
on the one, and how many on the other, is variously, dis- 
puted, but cannot certainly be determined. 

Ver. 16. And the tables ivere the work of God, and the 
writing ivas the writing of God, graven on the tables.] The 
tables were made and planned by God himself; as well as 
the letters written by him, (xxxi. 18.) and no creature cm- 
ployed in either work; much less Moses, who seems to 
have found them ready prepared for him, when he cama 
into the mount, as I observed before from xxiv. 12. 

Ver. 17. And when. Joshua heard the noise of the people, 
as they shouted.'] Being come to the foot of the mount, they 
could easily hear the noise which the people made in their 
festival. 

He said unto Moses, There is a noise of war in the camp.] 
Knowing nothing of. the occasion, he took it for the noiso 
which soldiers make (called by tho Hebrews teruah, by the 
Greeks aXaXayfxa) who m^ke a great shout when they give 
the onset; and much greater when they get the victory. 

Ver. 18. And he said, It is not the voice of them that shout 
for mastery, neither is it the voice of them that cry for being 
overcome.] Being before instructed by God what the people 
were a doing, (ver. 7.) Moses could easily correct his mis- 
take ; assuring him, it. was neither the cry of strength, nor 
of weakness (as the words are in the Hebrew), i. c. of con- 
querors, as we rightly translate it, or, of those that are over- 
come. I ; 

But the noise of those that sing do I hear.] Out of merri- 
ment in, a festival. Forthus Apis was brought in solemn 
pomp to Memphis* tho royal city; the children- going be- 
fore in procession, and singing .a song of praise to the 
deity. Which was not the pattern to the Israelites, nor 
borrowed, perhaps, from them ;. but the common practice 
of the world on such occasions, .from ancient times, as I 
observed before out of Athenoeus, (ver. 6.) whose words 
are, lylvtro Kara Ttaaav rrjv 7ro\iv avXiov j3o/*j3oc> kcu KV/uj3a-, 
Xwv %X0Q> ?™ §£ TVfiTTavwv Krvrrog; fitr tySijc «/« a ytvofitvoe* 
And this was part of the entertainment in private feasts ; 
as appears by those known words of Homer : 



daivvvr tpucvSia daira 



TtpTTOflSVOt, flSTCi $1 <T<t>tV ifisXrrSTO SftlOQ aOt$OQ. 

They feasted upon excellent cheer, and were very merry; 
and then the Divine songster sung among them. 

Ver. 19. And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh 
unto the, camp.] Which was at some distance from the 
mount, (xix. 21. 23. xx. 21. xxiv. 1.) 

That he saw the calf, and the dancing.] Which began 
early in the morning, and continued all day: for we may 
presume it was towards the evening before Moses got to 
the camp ; having spent a considerable part of the day in 
beseeching God for them. 

And Moses's anger waxed hot.] The sight of their mad- 
ness turned the compassion he had for them (ver. 11, 12, 
&c.) into a kind of rage. 

And he cast the tables out of his hands, and he brake them 
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beneath the mount.] He did not do it till now (though he 
knew their guilt, and no doubt was affected with it before 
he came nigh to the camp, and saw the calf, and dancing), 
because he would have the people see how he resented 
their wickedness, and with what indignation it filled him. 
And now he did it, no doubt, by the same Divine impulse, 
pr heroic motion, which stirred him up to kill theJEgyptian. 
(See ii. 12.) For he is never blamed for this ; and there- 
fore did it by a Divine incitement: to shew the Israelites 
how unworthy they were to be espoused to God (as some 
have expressed it) by these instruments or deeds, which 
were most precious tokens of God's love to them. To this 
effect Abarbinel discourses: "Moses did not leave the ta- 
bles in the mount where they were delivered to him, when 
he heard how the people had revolted; but brought them 
along with him, that he might make all Israel sensible 
what they had lost, by breaking them before their eyes." 

Ver. 20. And he took the calf, which they had made, and 
burnt it in the fire.] Melted it down; so that though the mat- 
ter remained (i\ e. the gold), yet the form and external shape 
of the calf was so destroyed, that it might be said properly 
enough to be burnt . For the Romans (as Bochart observes) 
called that place where they melted their metal Ustrina. 
. And ground it to powder.] Some have pretended to the 
knowledge of an herb, which will dissolve gold, and re- 
duce it to ashes : but they do not say what it is, or that it 
was to be found in that wilderness. And if Moses had 
known, and used this secret, what need was there of bis 
grinding it again, after it was dissolved to ashes? it is most 
likely, therefore, that this was done with a file, whereby it 
was grated into dust as small as flour, which is ground in 
a mill. With such dust some powdered their own hair, and 
the manes of their horses, (as Bochart observes in his 
Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 34.) which made them 
glitter and sparkle when the sun shone upon them. 

And strawed it upon the water.] Of the brook which de- 
scended out of the mount, (xvii. 6. Deut. ix. 21.) By which 
means the calf was utterly abolished ; and demonstrated 
(as Abarbinel notes) to have no more divinity in it than 
the dust or water hath. 

'And made the children of Israel drink of it.] He did not 
constrain them ; but having no other water, they could not 
avoid, when they were thirsty, to drink with this mixture. 
Which Moses threw into it, not to discover who were- 
guilty of idolatry, as the Jews fancy, who say this was like 
the water of jealousy, (Numb. v. 27.) which made their 
bellies swell, or their beards, as some have since fabled, 
turn yellow, (for it was a general apostacy, ver. 1. 3.) but 
to make them sensible how vile a thing this idol was ; which 
was gone into their draught, and mixed with their dung and 
their urine. They that have a desire to see the conceits of 
the Jews about it, may look into Selden de Diis Syris, 
Syntag. i. cap. 4. and J. Wagenseil upon Sota, p. 1128. 

Ver. 21. And Moses said unto Aaron, Wliat did this peo- 
ple unto thee ?] It was not sufficient that the idol was de- 
stroyed, but he thought fit to call his brother to an account, 
for his misgovernment in his absence. Who makes a .very 
weak defence, as all commentators observe, to whom I 
refer the reader. And shall only note, that the best apology 
he could have made had been this (if it had been true), that 
he only represented God unto them, as he had represented 
hirnsclf to him and the elders of Israel ; when the cherubims, 
vol. I. 
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in the form of oxen, made part of the train of the Schechi- 
nah, or Divine Majesty. But he says not a word of this % 
which I suppose therefore is a groundless opinion. 

That thou hast brought so great a sin upon them.] If they 
had made or built a house for Divine worship (saith Sepher 
Cosri in the place abovenamed), according to their own 
fancies, that they might have offered their sacrifices there, 
and directed their devotions thither, it would not have 
seemed to me so grievous a sin: for at this day we make 
such houses, arid have a veneration for them, and promise 
ourselves the Divine benediction in them, &c. But to make 
an image was directly against the command of God ; and 
to fancy that he would be present with that which he ab- 
horred, very much aggravated the crime. 

Ver. 22. And Aaron said, Let not the anger of my lord 
wax hot.] He beseeches him in a very humble manner to 
hear him calmly. - 

Thou knoivest the people.] He had been long acquainted 
with their rebellious and obstinate humour : which made 
them fall a murmuring as soon as ever they were delivered 
from PhaTaoh at the Red Sea, (xv. 24. xvi. 2, &c.) 

That they are set on mischief] The words in the Hebrew, 
bera hu, are more emphatical, they are in wickedness, or in 
idolatry : like that expression in St. John, 1 Epist. v. 19. 
the whole world lieth in wickedness. Or, as we say in our 
language, they were stark naught. 

Ver. 23. For they said unto me, Make us gods, &c] This 
verse is but a recital of what the people said to him, ver. 2. 
(See there.) 

Ver. 24. And I said unto them, Whosoever hath any gold, 
let him break it off: so they gave it me.] This is the sense of 
ver. 2 and 3. 

Tlien I cast it into thefire 9 and there came out this calf.] 
He speaks as if he did not make the calf, but the gold be- 
ing cast into the fire, out it came in this form. Which made 
Dr. Jackson think it more than probable, that th erewas 
some magical or demoniacal skill practised in the sudden 
moulding of this idol, which very much increased the peo- 
ple's superstition to it. For what else, saith he, could 
Aaron mean by these words, I cast it into the fire, and there 
came out this calf, than that there was some secret invisible 
operation whereby it was rhoulded into this form in an 
instant? which raised, as I said, the people's devotion to it. 
Herein he follows some Jews, who go a great deal further, 
saying, that the devil entered into it, and made it roar like 
a bull, to strike a greater awe into the people, as It. Juda 
saith, in Pirke Eliezer, cap. 45. And in Tanchuma they 
say, it not only roared, but danced also. Which seem to 
me to be conceits invented for the excuse of Aaron ; who 
is said plainly enough (ver. 4.) to have made this molten 
calf Which he could not have done without designing it, 
and running the gold into a mould of this figure, 

Here is ho account at all given what judgment Moses 
made of this defence; but it appears by Deut. ix. 20. that 
God was so angry with him, that he had been destroyed, if 
Moses had not interceded for him, and beseeched God to 
pardon his weakness, in complying with a people set on 
mischief; (ver. 22.) for, no doubt, in his own mind ho was 
against this fact, as the Lcvites were, of whom he was the 
chief. 

Ver. 25. And ivhenMoses saw that the people were naked,] 
Without the Divine protection. For the glory of the Lord 
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in the cloud, it is likely, departed and went up from them ; 
which vvcread descended again, xxxiii. 9. 

For Aaron had made them naked, &c] Laid them open, 
by tliis sin, to the scorn of all their enemies, who should hear 
of such a shameful revolt from their God, 

Ver. 2G. Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp.'] 
Where the courts of judgment were wont to sit, to hear 
causes, and to punish offenders. So it was in their cities, 
in aftertimes, which it is likely was derived from the usage 
now: as now they did but follow the practices of their 
forefathers. For in the days of Abraham, the city gate 
was the place where all public aud private business was 
transacted, (Gen. xxiri. 10. 18.) which seems to have been 
the manner in all the country; for at Shechem we find, as 
well as here at Hebron, when Hamor and his son proposed 
to make an alliance with the Israelites, they motioned it to 
the people at the gate of the city,(Gen.xxxiv.20.) Which 
was the same thing with the forum or exchange among the 
Romans : the market being also held here, where there were 
seats for the judges and elders. 

And said, Who is on the Lord's side?] Abhors this idol-, 
atry, and cleaves to the worship of the Lord only? 

Let him come unto me.] To receive his commands ; who 
was under God their leader. F '. 

And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto 
him.] If not the whole tribe, yet as many as had any zeal 
for the Lord ; who were the most. This is an argument 
there was a general defection of the people to this idola- 
trous worship, that none but the sons of Levi appeared to 
join with Moses on this occasion. 

Ver. 27. And he said unto them, Thussaith the Lord God 
of Israel, Put every man his sword by his side.] The Lord 
himself, by his command, warrants what I bid you do. 4 

And go in and out from gate to gate throughout the camp.] 
They were not to go into their tents (where they who were 
sensible of God's displeasure, itmay be presumed, were be- 
moaning their sin), but to kill every one they met in the street. 

And slay every man his brother, and every man his com- 
panion, &c] All the Israelites were brethren; and they 
are commanded to spare none they met withal, because 
they were near relations, or friends, or next neighbours. 
Some may imagine this too hazardous an undertaking, the 
Levites being but a very small number in comparison with 
the people of Israel ; but having God's warrant, they were 
confident none would have the courage to oppose them- 
for guilt makes men timorous : and the Levites also found 
them, as men used to be at the conclusion of a festival, 
weary with their dancing and sports. Besides, there are 
those who, by their being naked, (ver. 25.) understand they 
were unarmed: for Aaron had disarmed them to their 
shame, by setting up the calf for them to dance about; 
which made them lay aside all thoughts of their arms, and 
so were more easily slain by the Levites. 

Ver. 28. And the children of Levi did according to the 
word of Moses.] Who being, under God, their chief ruler, 
passed this extraordinary sentence upon the offenders, with- 
out the common process in courts of judgment, as Mr. Selden 
observes, lib. ii. de Jure N. et G. cap. 2. in the end of it. 

And there fell of the people that day about three thousand 
men.] The Vulgar hath twentjr-three thousand, contrary to 
the LXX. as well as the Hebrew text, and all the eastern 
versions, except the Arabic, printed at Rome in this age, 



and manifestly out of the Vulgar Latin, as Mr. Selden hath 
observed in the same place, and Bochart shews largely to 
be against all the ancient translations and writers, Hieroz. 
par. i. lib. ii. cap. 34. p. 353. where* he* notes also out of 
Philo, these three thousand to have been a^xnyirag fiuXiara 
rrig avtfidag, the principal ringleaders of this impiety. 

In memory of these disasters, the breaking of the tables,' 
and this slaughter, the Jews keepa fast every year on the 
Seventeenth of Tamuz, which, by Jac. Capellus's compu- 
tation, answers to the sixteenth of our July. 
• Ver. 29.' For Moses had said, Consecrate yourselves to* 
day to the Lord.] Or, Moses said, ye have consecrated your* 
selves, &c. Which way soever we take it (either as spoken 
before the execution, to encourage them to it, or afterward, 
to commend them for it), the meaning is, that this act was 
as acceptable to God as a sacrifice, and had procured them 
the honour to wait upon/him as his ministers. 

Every man upon his son, and upon his brother.] This 
seems to signify that some of the tribe of Levi had|also 
prevaricated, to whom these pious Levites had no regard, 
but killed them indifferently with the rest, though they met 
with one of their own children ; for which they are highly 
commended by Moses in his blessing, Deut. xxxiii. 9. But 
it may signify no more, but that they went out with this sin- 
cere resolution to spare none, though never so dear to them. 

That he may bestow upon you a blessing this day.'] This 
blessing was the preferment of the tribe of Levi to be God's 
ministers in his house, and to enjoy all the tenth of the land 
for an inheritance, (Numb, xviii/ 21. 24.) 

Ver. 30. And it came to pass on the morrow.] Which was 
the eighteenth day of Tamuz, or our seventeenth of July. 

That Moses said unto the people.] Whom he assembled 
together, that he might make them sensible of their sin. 

Ye liave sinned a great sin.] He set their sin before them, 
it is likely, in all its aggravating circumstances. 

And now I will go up 'unto thd Lord.] But he would not 
have them despair of recovering God's favour, though he 
could not absolutely assure them of it. 

Peradventure I shall make an atonement for your sin.] 
That God might not inflict any further punishment upon 
them. 

Ver. 31. And Moses returned unto the Lord.] Not, as 
yet, to the placowhere he was before with the Lord for 
forty days; but to some part of the mount, where he might 
put up his most fervent prayers to God, by which his an- 
ger was turned away, as- well as by sacrifices. 

And said, Oh! this people lutve sinned a great sin.] He 
begins his prayers with a confession of their guilt in a most 
pathetical manner. 

And have made them gods of gold.] Contrary to the ex- 
press repeated command of God, (xx. 4. 23.) 

Ver. 32. Yet now.'] Here follows his earnest and most 
affectionate deprecation for them. . 

If thou tvilt forgive their sin.] Be thou pleased, or, O 
that thou wouldst forgive them ! See Dr. Hammond upon 
Psal. xcv. not. 6. 

Or if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou, 
hast written.] Let me die, rather than live to see the evils 
that are coming on them, if thou punish them as they de- 
serve. God hath no need of a book, wherein to register 
and record any of his purposes; but the Scripture uses the 
language of men, as the Jews speak, who, to this day, re- 
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,tain this form of speech, in their prayer wherewith they be- 
gin the new year. O, our Father and our King, write us in 
the book of the best life, in the book of righteousness, in the 
book of redemption. They desire, that is, to be preserved 
that year in a happy condition, free from sin, from want, 
and from danger. See Theodoric Hackspan, in his anno- 
tations on this place. . . 

Ver. 33. And the Lord said unto Moses, Whosoever hath 
sinned Against me, him will I blot out of my book.] This was 
all the answer Moses could obtain : that they only should 
perish who had offended the Divine Majesty. Which doth 
not deny them a pardon, if they ceased to offend him. 

Ver. 34. Therefore now go.] Speak no more of this mat- 
ter, but return to the camp. 

Lead the people unto the place of which I have spoken 
unto thee.] Take the conduct of the people upon thee to 
the land which I promised to bestow on them. This sap- 
poses God would not punish them as they deserved; 
though, by, the words following, it appears he abated 
something of his wonted kindness to them. 

Behold, mine angel shall go before thee.] Not the angel 
spoken of, xxiii. 20. but some lesser minister' in the hea- 
venly court, as appears from the next chapter, ver. 2. 
where he saith only, I tvill send an angel before thee, viz. 
in the pillar of cloud and fire, (xiii. 220 

Nevertheless, in the day when I visit, I will visit their sin 
upon them.] Upon the next occasion to punish other of- 
fences, I will further punish this. Whence the saying of 
R.Isaac, in the GemaraSanhedrin, cap. 11; "There hath 
no vengeance come upon the world, in which there hath 
not been half an ounce of the first calf." To which R. 
Uschajah there hath respect, in these words: "Till the 
days of Jeroboam, the Israelites sucked but' of one calf, 
but afterward of three." That is, their punishment was 
twice as great; for they made two calves, though they had 
seen the terrible punishment which came upon their fore-' 
fathers from making one. 

Ver. 35. And the Lord plagued the people.] With the 
pestilence, as some imagine, though it be not mentioned in 
Scripture. Or, he means all the evils that afterward con- 
sumed them in the wilderness. But there are those who 
understand thia. of the slaughter made by the Levites; 
which he briefly repeats (as the manner sometimes is in 
these writings) as a conclusion to this history of the golden 
calf. 

. Because they made the calf which Aaron made.] Provoked 
him to make. 



CHAP. XXXIII. 

Ver. 1. JjlND the Lord said unto Moses, Depart, andgo tip 
hence, thou and thy people, &c] This is a renewal of the 
order he had already, given, (xxxii. 34.) which he further 
explains, by expressly, assuring him he would make good 
his promise to their forefathers, of which Moses had re- 
membered him, (xxxii. 13.) But they were not by this or- 
dered presently to remove, till Moses had been again in 
the mount, and the tabernacle was set up, and all the ser- 
vice of it prescribed. 

And I will send an angel before thee, and I will drive out 
the Canaanite, the Amorite, &c] I will not wholly with- 
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draw my protection from you (as he had for the present, 
xxxii. 25.) but send one of my ministers to discomfit your 
enemies, till you get possession of their land. 

Ver. 3. For I will not go up in the midst of thee.] For 
though I intended to have dwelt among you myself, by my 
special presence, (which was in the Schechinah, xxv. 8. 
xxix. 43. 45, 46.) you have justly forfeited that favour. 
The Chaldee gives the true sense of tins speech, I will 
not make my majesty (so the Schechinah or Divine Glory 
was called) to go up in the midst of thee. And accord- 
ingly it follows, (ver. 7 — 9.) that he did remove to a dis- 
tance from them. Concerning that phrase, in the midst of 
thee, see xvii. 7. 

For thou art a stiff-necked people.] See xxxii. 9. 

Lest I consume thee in the way.] It is not fit for me to see 
myself affronted to my face by stiff-necked offenders, and 
not punish them with utter destruction. This is an argu- 
ment that the angel, he saith he would send before them, 
was not God himself (as the eternal AOrOS is), for then he 
would have had the same reason to consume them for their 
disobedience. . 

Ver. 4. And when the people heard these evil tidings.] 
This threatening of such a grievous punishment.; 

They mourned.] Fasted, perhaps, and wept; and hung 
down their heads with shame and sorrow. 
. And no man did put on him his ornaments.] But every 
one laid aside his usual attire, and appeared in the habit 
of penitents; which, in aftertimes, was sackcloth. 

Ver. 5. For the Lord had said unto Moses, Say unto the 
children of Israel, Ye are a stiff-necked people: I tvill come 
up into the midst of thee in a moment, and consume thee.] 
This verse gives a reason of their mourning, because Moses 
had by God's order said to them, what God said to him, 
that they were such a perverse people, it was not safe for 
them that he should stay among them ; and be provoked by. 
their transgressions suddenly to destroy them. 

Therefore now put off thy ornaments from thee^] These 
words shew that he had not peremptorily resolved to for- 
sake them (as he threatened, ver. 3.) but might be moved 
by their repentance to continue with them. And therefore 
he orders them to put themselves in a mourning habit, in 
token of their hearty sorrow for their sin. 

Tliat I may know tvhat to do unto thee.] Deal with you 
according as I find you disposed. (See'Gen. xxii. 12.) 

Ver. 6. And the children of Israel stripped themselves of 
their ornaments.] Not only of those wherewith they had 
decked themselves, at their late festival, but of all other 
that they ordinarily wore; which they, who were not 
dressed, forbore to put on, (ver. 4.) 

By the Mount Horeb.'] Or rather (as the Hebrew word 
mehar imports) from the mount; that is, a great w£y off 
from the place where God appeared ; .as unworthy to come 
into his presence. 

Ver. 7. And Moses took the tabernacle.] His own tent, 
as the LXX. interpret it, ri)v o-ktjv^v avrov: meaning, I sup- 
pose, not his own private tent, where he and his family 
lived; but a public tent, where he gave audience, and 
heard causes, and inquired of God; which Bonavcntura 
C. Bertramus calls castrorum prcetorium, in his book do 
Repub. Jud. cap. 4. For such a place, we cannot but 
think there was, before that tabernacle^ was erected, whose 
pattern he saw in the mount; where all great affairs were 
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transacted, and where religious , offices, in all probability, 
were performed. 

And pitched it without the camp, afar off from the camp.] 
At the distance of two thousand cubits, as R. Solomon in- 
terprets it. Which was done to humble them, when they 
saw the displeasure of God and of his servant against them, 
declared by this departure far from them: for they might 
justly fear he would remove .quite out of their sight. 

And called it the tabernacle of the congregation.'] Gave it 
the same name which was afterward appropriated to the 
tabernacle built for Divine service alone, because here 
God met with Moses, and communicated his mind to him ; 
and hither they w r ere all to resort, who had any business 
with Moses; or would receive an answer to their inquiries 
from God. 

And it came to pass, that every one which sought the Lord 
went out unto the tabernacle of the congregation, which was 
tvithout the camp.] This is commonly understood of those 
who came to desire resolution in any case of difficulty; 
which they could not have, as formerly, within the camp; 
but were forced to go and seek it without. Which, as it 
shewed God's displeasure, so withal gave them some hope 
of mercy; because it plainly appeared, God was not quite 
alienated and estranged from them. 

Ver. S. Wlien Moses went into the tabernacle, all the 
people rose up, and stood every man at his tent-door.] In re- 
verence to him, as their leader, whom they had lately de- 
spised. Or, it may be thought also, a posture wherein they 
implored his intercession for them, that God would be 
graciously pleased to return to them: which is expressed 
by what follows. 

And looked after Moms.} Expecting what would be the 
end of this business; both God and his minister being re- 
moved from them. 

Until he was gone into the tabernacle.] As long as they 
could see him. 

Ver. 9. And it came to pass, as Moses went into the ta- 
bernacle, the cloudy pillar descended.] In w f hich the Scho- 
chinah, or Divine Majesty, was, (xl. 35.) which was gone 
up' before, because of their idolatry, whereby the camp 
was become unclean; but now came down again upon the 
removal of the tabernacle. Where, it is very probable, it 
used to be settled, as the token of the Divine presence 
among them: and afterward was translated to the taber- 
nacle, made after God's appointment, where this cloud 
stood just as it did here, at the door of it, (Numb. xii. 5.) 

And stood at the door of the tabernacle.] Openly to as- 
sert the authority of Moses, with whom God shewed him- 
self present, though he had forsaken them. 

And the Lord talked with Moses.] Which shews the Di- 
vine Glory was within the tabernacle, where Moses now 
was: and so the people understood it, as appears by the 
next verse. 

, Ver. 10. And all the people saw the cloudy pillar stand 
at the tabernacle-door.] Which they knew was an evident 
token that God was there. 

And all the people rose up and worshipped, every man in 
his tent-door.] Bowed themselves unto the Divine Ma- 
jesty, and humbly deprecated his displeasure; acknow- 
ledging, we may reasonably think, his great goodness, in 
condescending to appear again to them, though at a dis- 
tance from them. 



Ver. 11. And the Lord spake unto Moses, face to face.] 
In a familiar manner, which d*J not affright or astonish 
him, by a dreadful appearance of his majesty; which, in 
the sight of the children of Israel, looked like devouring 
fire, (xxiv. 17.) but appeared to Moses in a milder and 
more cheerful brightness. The like expression in Numb, 
xii. 8. seems to relate only to the discourse he had with 
Moses, which w r as clear and plain, and by a voice; not in 
visions and dreams, and obscure resemblances: and so it 
may be understood here, as Maimonides takes it, (More 
Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 45.) But Abarbinel thinks that these 
expressions signify, God treated with Moses in his own 
person, not by an ambassador ; just as one friend con- 
verses with another. And this is a common notion among 
the Jews, that God did not speak to Moses by an angel, 
but by himself: which they take to be the meaning of this 
phrase, face to face. Which seems to me rather to import 
the clearness and evidence of that Divine light, wherein 
God revealed himself to Moses; w r hcther it was by him- 
self, or an angel, it matters not. Yet the New Testament 
determines this question, when he tells us, the law itself 
was given by angels, in the hand of a mediator. And ac- 
cordingly the old tradition was, that Moses saw things in 
a clear'and bright glass; but the rest of the prophets, in a 
glass that was dim and cloudy. 

As a man speaks to his friend.] This is added, to shew 
how differently God treated Moses from all other men. 
For he is said to have talked face to face with all tho 
Israelites, (Deut v. 4.) but it was out of the midst of the 
fire, which struck a terror into them : whereas he spake to 
Moses out of the midst of a glorious but comfortable 
light, which gave him high satisfaction. ^ 

And he turned again into the camp.] After some time 
spent in conversation with the Divine Majesty, he went to 
comfort the people, it is likely, with hopes of recovering 
his favour; of which they might have quite despaired, if 
he had stayed long from them. 

But his sei'vant Joshua, a young man, departed not out of 
the tabernacle.] It is hard to tell for what end Joshua 
should stay behind his master; and it seems* not decent 
that Moses should return alone without his servant to at- 
tend him. They that say he stayed to guard the tabernacle, 
have no foundation for it; and they have not much, who 
say he stayed to give judgment in small causes, which 
needed not Moses's resolution, (according to xviii. 2G.) 
For we never read that Joshua was a judge, but a con- 
stant attendant upon Moses's person. And therefore the 
words may better be translated, as they plainly run in the 
Hebrew, he turned again to the camp, and his servant 
Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man. At which there is^a 
stop in the Hebrew (over the word naar, young man) to 
distinguish these from the following words; which are, 

Departed not out of the tabernacle.] That is, the Lord 
departed not from thence, but his presence remained there; 
and would not come into the camp, as Moses did. And 
this interpretation is the more likely, because the last 
words in the Hebrew are, otit of the midst of the tabernacle: 
which cannot refer to Joshua, because he did not go thi- 
ther; but only Moses, who conversed alone with the Di- 
vine Majesty, 

Why Joshua is called a young man, when he was near 
sixty years old, is not easy to resolve. Perhaps it signifies 
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a valiant man, for so he was ; or, he had waited on Moses 
from his youth: or, as Maimonides, this is the phrase of 
the Hebrew nation, who call all men young, till they begin * 
to decay; as Joseph is called, when he was thirty years 
old, Gen. xlii. 2. More Nevoch. par. ii. cap. 32.. 

Ver. 12. And Moses said unto the Lord.] When, or 
where Moses spake what follows, we are not here in- 
formed. It is likely, that after he was satisfied the people 
were very penitent, he returned to the tabernacle; and 
there made this address unto the Divine Majesty, for a 
perfect reconciliation with his people. 

See.] A word imploring attention and regard to his pe- 
tition. 

Thou sayest unto me, Bring tip this people.] Lead them to 
the land of promise, (xxxii. 34. xxxiii. 1;) 

And thou hast not let me know whom thou wilt send with 
me.] Thou hast only said, thou wilt send an angel before 
me; but I hope to obtain greater favour from thee, which 
thou hast not yet declared to me. And I have no heart to pro- 
ceed, if thou thyself w r ilt not guide us in the pillar of cloud, 
as thou hast done hitherto, and dwell among us, as thou 
hast promised, in thy sanctuary. This seems to be the sense 
(if this verse be compared with the fifteenth), and not barely 
that he did not know what angel he would send with him. 

Yet thou hast said, I knoiv thee by name.] The Chaldee 
takes it to be the same with what is said of Bezalcel, whom 
God called byname, (xxxi. 2.) that is, particularly de- 
signed to make the tabernacle, and all belonging to it. But 
to know is more than to call; signifying God's special love 
and kindness to Moses above all men, as the LXX, in- 
terpret it. 

And thou hast also found grace in my sight.] God had 
often heard his prayers for this people, as he hoped he 
would do now. For that was the effect of his being an 
acceptable person unto him ; which is the proper significa- 
tion of this phrase. 

Ver. 13. Now therefore I pray thee, if I have found grace 
in thy sight.] If I still continue in thy favour. 

Shew me now thy way.] The interpretation of Maimonidcs 
(More Nevoch. par. i. cap. 54.) is too much strained, who 
thinks he here desires the knowledge of God's attributes, as 
ver. 18. he desires the sight of his essence. The plain 
meaning of this prayer is, that God himself would conduct 
him, and shew him the way wherein he should lead his 
people unto their rest in the land of Canaan, (xxxii. 34.) 

That I may knoiv thee, that I may find grace in thy sight.] 
That I may be fully assured of thy gracious acceptance 
of me. 

And consider that this nation is thy people.] I do not beg 
this merely upon my own account, but for those who have 
been redeemed by thee out of the land of Egypt, and have 
engaged themselves to be thine by a solemn covenant, 
(xxiv.) and now return unto thee by repentance, (ver. 6.) 

Ver. 14. And he said, My presence shall go with thee.] In 
the Hebrew, my face, i. e. I myself, as the LXX. translate 
it : my majesty, as the Chaldee. He promises, that is, to 
continue with them, as he had done hitherto, and not merely 
send an angel to accompany them : but to lead and guide 
them himself, by the pillar of the cloud, and his glorious 
presence in the tabernacle. 

And I will give thee rest.] Some think these words are 
particularly spoken to Moses; and signify, that God would 



give him ease in this point, and quiet his spirit (which was r 
now very solicitous about his departure from them) by re-, 
turning to them. But as the foregoing words are a pro-, 
mise, that he would take the conduct of the people again;, 
so is this, that he would not leave them till he had brought 
them to their rest. 

Ver. 15. And he said unto him, If thy presence go not tvith 
us.] Some translate the words,/or Ae(i. c. Moses) had said 
unto him, i. e. to God, If thy presence, &c. So that these 
words and the following arc the reason of God's answer to 
him, ver, 14. And if they be not thus taken, one would 
have expected Moses should rather have given God thanks 
for his gracious promise, than further pressed him to it. 
But the seventeenth verse doth not well agree with this; and 
therefore these words are to be. looked on only as part of 
what Moses said to God after his promise, that his presence 
should go. with him. Which he acknowledged to be the 
greater favour, because otherwise he had rather never stir 
from the place where they now were. 

Carry us not up hence.] Let us go no further, if thou thy- 
self dost not lead and guide us in our way. 

Ver. 16. For wherein shall it be known here, that I and 
thy people have found grace in thy sight ?] How shall all 
the people round about us be convinced that we are not 
abandoned by thee in this wilderness? 
; Is it not in that thou goest with us ?] Is not this the great 
demonstration of it, that thou leadest us in a pillar of cloud 
and fire, day and night? 

So shall zve be separated, I and thy people, from all the 
people that are upon the face of the earth.] This will dis- 
tinguish us, while it continues with us, from all other peo- 
ple whatsoever ; none of which have such a token of thy 
presence with them. The manna, indeed, continued all this 
time to descend for their sustenance, which was a miracu- 
lous food : but it might have been ascribed to other causes, 
if this glorious token of God's presence had not still ap- 
peared among them. 

Ver." 17. And the Lord said unto Moses, I will do this 
thing also that thou hast spoken.] Distinguish you from all 
other people ; not only by leading you in a pillar of cloud 
and fire, but dwelling among you, as I designed, xxv. 8. 

For thou hast found grace in my sight, and I know thee 
by name.] He owns Moses still to be most acceptable and 
dear to him as he had been, (ver. 12.) and therefore, at his 
intercession, promises to be perfectly reconciled, and re- 
turn to his people. 

Ver. 18. And he said, I beseech thee.] Having obtained 
so much favour of God, he presumes to ask something be* 
yond all this, but with all humility. 

Shew me thy glory.] In the Hebrew the word is liareni, 
make me to see thy glory. Where Maimonides takes the 
word see to signify, apprehend with the understanding, not 
with the bodily eye, (More Nevoch. par. i. cap. 4.) For 
by glory he there understands (cap. 54.) the Divine essence, 
which he makes Moses to be desirous to apprehend ; which 
is not likely such a man as he should think possible. For 
thus he explains himself in his book de Fundamentis Le- 
gis, cap.l. n. 10. " Closes desired toknowthe truth of the 
Divine essence, as one man knows another, whose face he 
beholds, and his image is so engraven in his mind, that he 
exists there distinguished from all other men: so he begs 
that the Divine essence might be distinct in his mind 
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from all other essences, till he knew the truth of it, as it 
is in itself." But he confesses, in another placo of that 
book, (cap.G4.) that by the glory of the Lord, is many 
times understood a created light or splendour, whereby 
God miraculously set forth his majesty, (xxiv. 20. and 
other places.) And I can sec no reason^why it should not 
so signify here, and-thc meaning be, that he desired to see 
that glorious presence (or face of God, as it is called) which 
he promised should go with them ; not veiled ia a cloud, 
but in its full splendour and majesty. For hearing him 
speak* from tho Schechinah, he supposed, perhaps, that 
.God appeared therein, in some visible shape, which he de- 
sired to be acquainted withal. To confirm this, it is ob- 
servable that God himself, in his answer to Moses, calls 
this glory his face, (ver. 20.) as he had done, vcr. 14, 15. 
And thus R. Jehudah, in the book Cosri, pars iv. sect. 3. 
(towards the latter end of it) seems to have understood it. 
(See upon vcr. 20.) 

Ver. 19. And he said, I will make all my goodness .pass 
before thee.'] Which Maimonides thinks signifies his mak- 
'ing Moses to understand the nature of all creatures, and 
how they are knit and united together, and after what man- 
ner they are governed, both in general and particular; be- 
cause when God had made all his works, he saw that they 
were very good, (Gen. i. 31.) But that text is a very slender 
ground for such an interpretation. The LXX. seem to 
come nearer to the matter, who interpret this passage, ira~ 
pzktvaonat ttq6tzq6z gov t$ SoSy jiov, I will pass before thee 
with my glory. That is, he promises to give him a transient 
view of his glory, while it passed by, him, (ver. 22.) though 
it could not be seen in its full majesty. And then the word 
tobh (which we translate my goodness) must rather be ren- 
dered my beauty, it being the same with glory, only a softer 
word, to express such a degree of its splendour as would 
not hurt him, but be delightful to him. And thus the word 
tobhis used in the second chapter.of this book, ver. 2. and 
1 Sam. ix. 2. Or, if this be not the meaning, all his good- 
ness must signify his gracious intentions concerning the 
children of Israel, to whom, he assures him, he would fulfil 
all his promises, which was sufficient for him to know. 

.And I will proclaim the name of the Lord before thee.] 
The LXX. seem to have understood this right, when they 
translated it, I will call to thee by my name (saying), Tlie 
Lord is before thee. That is, lest, when I pass by thee, thou 
shouldcst not observe it, I will admonish thee, by a voice 
calling to thee, and telling thee, that now the Lord is pre- 
senting himself to thee. And so we find he did, xxxiv. 6. 
. And ivill be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will 
shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy.] This is the sub- 
Stance of the words, which he tells him he would proclaim, 
after notice given him of his coming to pass by him. And 
their meaning is, that he would dispense his favours, ac- 
cording to his own good pleasure, as he did now to Moses ; 
unto whom he vouchsafed such a revelation of himself, as 
ho did not make to others. For thus he explains it, xxxiv. 
G, 7. where he tell$ him, he would be very gracious, patient, 
and long-suffering, uiito some; but punish severely the 
iniquity of others. 

Ver. 20. And he said, Thou canst not see my face.] But 
as for thy request, that I would make thee see, my glory in 
its full splendour, thou art not capable of it. I know none 
that hath explained this whole matter better than R. Jehu- 



dah, in Sepher Cosri, par. iv. sect. 3. "For the glory men- 
tioned in Scripture, there is on* of such a. nature, that *ue 
eyes of the prophets could sustain it; another all the Is- 
raelite* saw (as the cloud and the consuming fire) ; but an- 
other so pure and bright to. such a high degree, that no 
prophet is able, to apprehend it: but if he venture to look 
upon it, his composition is dissolved, i. e. he dies." Such 
was the glory here spoken of, a splendour so great and 
piercing, that none could behold it. 

JPor there shall no man see me, and live.] Accordingly we 
find, when the Schechinah, or Divine Glory, filled the taber- 
nacle, Moses was not able to enter into it, (xl. 35.) that is, 
he could not, with safety to his life, look upon it. And so 
it was after the temple of Solomon was built and conse- 
crated by solemn prayer to God, " The glory of the Lord 
filled the house, and the priests could not enter into the 
house, because the glory of the Lord had filled the Lord's 
house," (2 Chron. vii. 1, 2.) 

From this speech to Moses, it is likely that men, in future 
timesy imagined they should die immediately, when they 
saw only an angel appear in such a high glittering manner 
that it amazed them. 

Vcr. 21. And the Lord said, Behold, there is a place by 
me.] It doth not plainly appear by the story, from whence 
God now spake to Moses. It is most likely from the mount, 
where he had long conversed with him. Or, if it was from 
the tabernacle, (where his glory appeared, ver. 9. and con- 
tinued, ver. 11.) that was not far from the mount; where 
he tells him, he would make his glory pass before him. 

And thou shalt stand upon a rockJ] It is probable, this 
was the rock in Horeb, where the Lord had formerly- ap- 
peared to Moses, (xvii. 6.) 

Ver. 22. And it shall come to pass, that while my glory 
passeth by, that I will put thee in a cleft of the rock.] Per- 
haps it was in one of the clefts which was made in the rock, 
when God brought water out of it, (Psal. lxxviii. 15.) into 
which he directed Moses. For that is meant by putting 
him in the cleft; shewing him the place where he should 
be, while the Divine Majesty passed by. 

And I will cover thee with my hand, Sec] That he might 
not be hurt by the splendour of that glory, as it passed by 
the cleft. This doth not certainly signify, that the glory 
of the Lord appeared in a human shape : for hands are 
ascribed to God (in accommodation to us) when nothing 
is meant but this invisible power: which now, perhaps, 
cast a cloud about him, that he might not be struck dead 
by the inconceivable brightness and force of those rays 
which came from the face of the Divine Majesty. 

Vcr. 23. And I will take away mine hand.] As soon as 
the face (as it is called, ver. 20.) of the Divine Majesty \ms 
gone by him (which it was impossible for him to behold, 
and live), he promises to remove that cloud which covered 
him: so that he should look upon the hinder parts of his 
glory, though not upon the face. 

• And thou shalt see my back parts.] In which the glory of 
the Divine Majesty shone in a lower degree of light ; 
which was not so piercing, as to put out the eyes, and take 
away the life of the beholders: and yet there was such a 
resplendent brightness in it, that Moses's face shone when 
he came down from the sight of. it, (xxxiv. 29.) For that 
lustre in his countenance is to be ascribed, in all proba- 
bility, to that sight which he had of the Divine Majesty at 
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that time. Some little particles of light remaining upon 
his face/ and sticking to it (if I may so speak) from that 
exceeding great splendour which shone upon him, and 
passed before him, as he lay in the hollow place of the rock. 
But my face shall not be seen.] My glory in its full lustre, 
without any veil before it, cannot be seen. (See vcr. 20.) 
There are many other interpretations of this verse, as well 
as of the 18th and 19th Maimonides, in his book de Fun- 
dam. Legis, cap. 1. n. 11. takes it thus: " God revealed 
that to Moses, which no man, either before or after him, 
ever knew : he making him to apprehend something of his 
very essence, wkereby God was separated in his mind, 
from all other beings ; as a man discerns another man, 
when he sees his back parts, and by his mind discerns his 
proportions distinct from all other men." But in his More 
Nevoch. jiar. i. cap. 21. he takes this discovery to Moses, 
to be the knowledge God gave him of his works and attri- 
butes, viz. those mentioned xxxiv. 6. And thus Grcgor. 
Naziahzen. (Orat. xxxiv. p. 559.) expounds it, ravra yap 
rov Qzov to. orriaZia 3<ra fizr htivov, Sec. Tliose things are the 
back parts of God which are after him; whereby he is known 
as' the sun is by its image in the water, &c. upon which Elias 
Cretensis hath this iugenious gloss, "That the face of God 
signifies his essence before the beginning of the world : and 
his hinder parts, his creation and providence in the govern- 
ment of the world/' But Maimonides, in the same place 
now mentioned, acknowledges also, that this may be inter- 
preted according to theTargum; that God made his ma- 
jesty, that is, an exceeding bright representation of himself 
(though not in its fullest glory) to pass before him. Which 
Onkelos sometimes calls Jekara, Glonj ; sometimes Memra, 
the Word; and sometimes Schechinah, the Majesty. Which 
seems to be the most literal meaning; that God himself, 
particularly the eternal Word, in a visible glory or majesty, 
appeared unto him in so much splendour, as human nature 
was able to bear ; but not in his unveiled brightness, which 
is, as the apostle speaks, inaccessible. ' 

cuav: xxxiv; 

Ver. 1. JjlND the Lord said unto Moses.] Having ob- 
tained a promise of a pardon for the people, and of greater 
favour to himself, than had been hitherto shewn him; God 
directs him here to dispose things for the performance of 
both. 

Hew thee two tables of stone likeunto the first: and I will 
writeupon these tables the words that were in the first tables, 
which thou breakest.] Every attentive reader must needs 
observe the difference between the first tables, which Mo- 
ses brake, and those which he is now ordered to prepare. 
For God did not only write his laws' with his own finger 
upon the first tables, but the tables themselves also were 
the work of God, (xxxii. 16.) Whereas in these, as Greg. 
Nyssen well expresses it, (de Vita Mosis, p. 183.) f) ypafyrj 
filv h £ciac $vva/«wc J?v. rj St vXrj, &a tJjc Mwt/trc'wc l%r)<TM)0r) 
X^po'c-: the writing indeed, was by the Divine power, but the 
matter of them framed by the hand of Moses. So that, at 
the same time God shewed he was reconciled, he put them 
in mind that he had been offended ; and restored them to 
his favour with some abatement. 

Vcr. 2. And be ready in the morning.] On the eighteenth 
day of July. (Sec xxxii; 30.) 



And come tip in the morning nnto Mount Sinai.] From 
whence God spake to the Israelites (Deut. v. 4, &c.) those 
very words which he intended to write upon the tables'. 
He orders him to come up in the morning, that all the peo- 
ple might sec him ascend, and carry the tables with him. 

And present thyself there to me, in the top of the mount.] 
Where the Divine Majesty appeared before in its glory ; 
and where Moses stayed with him forty days and forty 
nights, (xix. 26. xxiv. 17, 18.) 

Ver. 3. And no man shall come up with thee.] The same 
precept is renewed, which was given at his first ascent, 
(xxiv. 1,2.) 

Neither let any man be sem throughout the mount.] See 
xix. 12. 21, &c. 

Neither let the flocks nor herds feed before the mount.] He 
seems to require their removal to such a distance, that they 
should not be within view of the Divine Majesty. • By 
which means the people were naturally led to stand in 
greater awe of God, and there was the, less danger of any 
beasts touching the mount, (xix. 13.) 

Ver. 4. And Moses hewed two tables of stone, &c] These '* 
and the following words only declare that he did as God 
bade him, (vcr. 1, 2.) 

And took in his hand the tivo tables of stone.] These he 
carried with him; but the first tables were given him when 
he came there, (xxiv. 12.) They seem to have been thin, 
being ho heavier than that he could carry them in one hand. 

* Ver. 5. And the Lord.] The Schechinah, or Divine Ma- 
jesty ; called also the glory of the Lord.* 

Descended in the cloud.] Wherein it had been wont to 
appear from the beginning of their* deliverance out of 
Egypt; and had lately appeared to Moses in the taber- 
nacle, (xxxiii. 9.) when the cloudy pillar descended, and 
stood at the door of it, while the Lord talked with Moses 
there. And it seems, when that was done, the glory of the 
Lord in the cloud went up again towards heaven, and now 
came down upon this occasion. 

And stood with him there.] The cloudy pillar, wherein 
the glory of the Lord was, rested upon the top of the mount 
where Moses now was, (ver. 2.) 

* And proclaimed the name of the Lord.] Gave him notice 
of his presence, as he had promised, (xxxiii. 19.) and is 
more fully expressed in the next verse. ' 

Ver. 6. And the Lord passed by before him.] Which On- 
kelos translates, the Lord made his majesty to pass before 
him. Which exposition Maimonides acknowledges to be 
right; and confirmed by the Scripture itself, when it saith, 
(xxxiii. 22.) Wliile my glory passelh by, &c. which he con- 
fesses signifies not the Divine essence itself; but some 
created splendour, which no eye -was able to behold/ 
(More Nevoch. par. i. cap. 21.) 

And proclaimed.] As the glory of the Lord passed by, 
he heard a voice proclaiming this description of the Divine 
nature. 

Hie Lord.] Some join the next word to this, as if the 
voice said, The Lord, the Lord; the more to awaken his 
attention, to mind what he heard. (Sec xxxiii. 19.) And 
this name of his signifies his sclf-cxistcncc, and his abso-' 
lutd dominion over all creatures, which received their be- 
ing from him.- (See vi. 3.) 

God.] The Hebrew word el signifies strong and mighty; 
in one word, his irresistible power, (Job ix. 4.)- 
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Merciful] The word radium signifies that which we call 
tender mercies; such as parents have to their children, 
when their bowels yearn towards them. 

And gracious .] We call thntchaninah (grace or favour), 
saith Maimonides, which we bestow upon any man to 
whom we owe nothing, (Gen. xxxiii. 5. 11.) And therefore 
God is here called chanam (gracious), -with respect to 
those whom he created, preserves, and governs, but is not 
obliged by any right to these things; as his words are, 
More Nevoch. par. i. cap. 45. 

Long-suffering.] So slow to anger, that he doth not pre- 
sently punish those that oftend him, but bears long with them. 

Abundant in goodness.] >Thc Hebrew word chesed, which 
we translate goodness, signifies, as Maimonides saith, (More 
Nevoch. par. iii.) the excess and highest degree of any 
thing whatsoever it be; but especially, the greatest benig- 
nity. And therefore, with the addition of rabh (abundant), 
denotes long-continued kindness ; as is more fully declared 
in the next verse. 

And truth.] Most faithful and constant to his promises; 
which he steadfastly keeps throughout all generations. 
The word abundant refers both to this and to his benignity, 
(Psal. cxlvi. 6.) 

. Ver. 7. Keeping mercy for thousands.] The same word 
chesed, which before we translated goodness, >ve here trans- 
late mercy: and the Hebrews observing the letter nun to be 
greater in the word notzer (keeping) than is usual, fancy 
that it denotes the immense treasures of the Divine bounty. 
But the word thousands fully explain? how abundant his 
mercy is. 

Forgiving iniquity, and transgression, and sin*] Here are 
three words, to signify all sorts of offences, which he passes 
by, till men grow intolerably wicked. But some distin- 
guish them by making iniquity signify offences against 
men; and transgressions, offences against God himself; 
and sin, all the errors, childishnesses, and follies, which men 
are guilty of, in the conduct of themselves. But they may 
as well signify the offences which were committed against 
the moral, ceremonial, and political laws. 

And that will by no means clear the guilty.] These words, 
according to Maimonides, belong still to the loving-kind- 
ness of God, as all the foregoing do; signifying, that when 
he doth punish, he will not utterly destroy and make deso- 
late. • For so the Hebrew words, nakkeh lo jenakkeh, he 
thinks, are to be literally rendered, in extirpating he will not 
extirpate; us the wordnaforA he observes is used, Isaiah 
iii. 26." " She shall sit desolate on the earth." And to the 
same sense these words are expounded by many modern in- 
terpreters; particularly Lud. de Dicu: When he empties, he 
will not empty; or make quite desolate. For the maxim of 
the Hebrew is, (as Maimonides there observes, More Ne- 
voch. par. i. cap. 54.) that the property of goodness far ex- 
cels that of severity. For here being thirteen properties of 
God mentioned (I can find but ten, besides the name of the 
Lord), there is but one of them that belongs to the latter 
(viz. that which follows), all the rest belong to the former. 
And, indeed, we find that Moses urges these very words, 
among other, why God should not destroy the Israelites 
ns one man, (Numb. xiv. 18.) which had been very im- 
proper, if God would by no means clear the guilty. 

Visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children.] 
This is meant, saith the same Maimonides, only of the sin 



of idolatry; unto which God threatens, in the second com- 
mandment, this punishment to .the third and fourth genera- 
tion, upon those that hate him. For no man is called a 
hater of God, but only an idolater; according to what we 
read, Deut. xii.31. "Every abomination which the Lord 
hateth," &c. 

Unto the third and fourth generation.] He mentions, saith 
the same author, none beyond these; because the utmost 
that any man can live to see of his seed, is the fourth genera- 
tion. And therefore, when an idolatrous city was destroyed, 
the old idolater, with children, grandchildren, and great- 
grandchildren, w r ere all cutoff; according to the precept, 
(Deut.xiii.15.) "Destroy it utterly, and all that is therein" 

The sense of the whole seems to be, that this is the glory 
of the Divine Majesty : that he hath a sovereign dominion 
over all, because he is the fountain of being,the original of 
all things; most powerful to do what he pleases; and so 
merciful, that he delights to bestow his benefits unasked ; 
and so gracious, as to continue them to the unthankful : 
bearing long with them, when they provoke him ; multiply- 
ing favours on those who have no deserts ; and faithfully 
performing his promises, though never so great; doing 
good unto a thousand generations of those who adhere 
faithfully to him, and do not apostatize from him : for he 
pardons innumerable offences, of all sorts, that are com- 
mitted against his laws ; and when the provocations are so 
great, that they are fit to be punished, ho proceeds not to 
the utmost extremity till there be no remedy; then he pu- 
nishes idolaters terribly, to the third and fourth generations. 
* Ver. 8. And Moses made haste, and bowed his head to- 
wards the earth, and worshipped.'] Being transported with 
joy at so glorious § sight, and such gracious words, he im- 
mediately worshipped God with the humblest reverence > 
acknowledging his great condescension to him. 

Ver. 9. And he said.] Which encouraged him to renew 
his request to God. 

If now I have found grace in thy sight, O Lord.] He doth 
not doubt of it; but the meaning rather is, since I have found 
grace, &c. as appears from what he granted him, (xxxiii. 
17, 18, &c.) 

Let my Lord, I pray thee, go among n$.] Upon tho men- 
tion of the last property of the Divine Majesty, [visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children, &c] Moses seems 
to have been afraid he might be provoked to proceed to such 
severity with the Israelites, who had lately apostatized 
from him: and again beseeches him he would be so gracious, 
though they should again ofiend him, as to continue bis 
presence among them, which he had threatened to with- 
draw, (xxxiii. 3.) 

. For it is a stiff-necked people.] If we adhere to this trans- 
lation, the meaning is, they needed sucli a governor, by 
whose authority and presence they might be kept in awe, 
and cured of their pervcrseness. But the particle ki, which 
we here translate for, often signifies though: and may be 
very fitly so rendered here: and then the meaning is, 
Though they be very refractory, (xxxii. 9.) yet do not for- 
sake them, and leave them to themselves ; but still con- 
duct them as thou hast done. 

And pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take- us for 
thine inheritance.] Since thou art so ready to forgive, (ver. 
7.) do not cut us off for our late offences ; but still contipu© 
to own us for thy peculiar people. This Moses had begged 
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of God before, and obtained a promise of it, (xxxiii. 16, 
17. and see xix. 5.) and now he beseeches him, out of his 
goodness which he had proclaimed, to confirm that pro- 
mise, and not to revoke it upon every new provocation. 

Ver. 10. And he said, Behold, I make a covenant.] Herein 
God verified the truth of what he had proclaimed; being so 
merciful and gracious, as not only to confirm his promise, 
but to turn it into a covenant, like that at the giving of his 
laws from Mount Sinai, (xxiv. 3. 7, &c.) which he renews 
with them in the next verse: where he engages to drive out 
the inhabitants of Cauaan before them; and then requires 
them to take care not to imitate their idolatry. 

Before all thy people will I do marvels, such as have not 
been done in all the earth, &c] This seems to relate to all 
the wonderful works he intended to do, in their introduc- 
tion into the land of Canaan, by making the waters of Jor- 
dan retire, and the walls of Jericho fall down; with tho 
rest that followed, till they got possession of their inhe- 
ritance. 

For it is a ternble thing that I will do with thee.] Such 
as shall declare the almighty power of the Divine Ma- 
jesty; and strike a terror into all those that oppose him, 
but demonstrate (in an astonishing manner) his fidelity to 
his people. For all this is said to confirm their belief of, 
the covenant he said he would make with them, in the be- 
ginning, of the verse. 

Ver. 11. Observe thou that which I command thee this 
day.] Doubt not of what I say; but only mark, and take 
care to do all that I uow enjoin thee. 

Behold, I drive out before thee the Amorite and the Ca- 
naanite, &c.] To enconrage them so to do, he premises what 
he intended to do for them ; which he put at the conclusion 
of his covenant, when he first declared it, (xxiii. 23. 28.) 
but here puts it in the front of it, that they might be the 
more sensible of the reasonableness of those commands to 
which he expected obedience. 

Ver. 12. Take heed to thyself] He now renewing that 
covenant with them, which they had broken by tho wor- 
shipping the golden calf, repeats the principal precepts 
which concerned his worship and service (which had been 
delivered to them before), and excites them to tho observ- 
ance, of them, by the addition of a very gracious promise, 
(ver. 24.) 

Lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of the 
land whither thou goest.] Nothing could be more reason- 
able than this, that they should not enter into friendship 
with those nations, whom he commanded them to expel, 
for their abominable wickedness ; unless they would re- 
nounce their idolatry, and come under their government. 
(Sec xxiii. 32. and Mr. Sclden, lib. vi. dc Jure N. et G. in 
the latter end of the thirteenth chapter and beginning of 
the next) 

Lest it be for a snare in the midst of theeJ] Lest they 
inveigle thee to imitate their manners. 

Ver. 13. But ye shall destroy their altars, break their 
itnages, and cut down their groves.] This more largely ex- 
plains what was briefly and sumrnarily delivered in xxiii. 
32. " Thou shalt not make a covenant with their gods." 
And, ver. 24. " Thou shalt quite break down their images." 
Which images and altars were usually set in groves, as sa- 
cred places ; being the temples of their gods. (See 2 Kings 
xxiii. 24.) For when Tacitus saith (Lib. de Moribus Gcr- 
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manorum), that the old Germans went to war as if God 
commanded (hem, whom they believed to be present with 
them ; he tells us, " Effigiesquc et signa qusedam detracta 
lucis ad proelium ferunt," they carried with them into the 
battle certain images and signs, which they took out of their 
groves. These, in all probability, were the images of their 
gods, who they thought fought for them, as Job. Filesacus 
conjectures, (lib. ii. Selectorum, cap. 5. de Ceremoniis, 
sect. 7.) where he observes, that these groves were impure 
places, not only because there were the images and altars 
of their false gods ; but all manner of filthiness and lewd- 
ness was committed under those shades. Which made Hot. 
race call them, parum castos lucos, (lib. i. in the latter end 
of the twelfth Ode.) 

Some of the Hebrews restrained this precept only to the 
land of Canaan : where they were bound to destroy all 
things belonging to the religion of those idolatrous people, 
in whose place they were planted, that they might not be 
infected with their impiety. (See Deut. xii. 2, 3.) But in 
other countries which they conquered, they fancied they 
were not bound to root it out. Yet afterward they saw it 
necessary to extend this precept to all idolatrous countries 
which came under their power, where they destroyed their 
idols, as they had done in Canaan : lest by imitation napa- 
rp07TT/ rie rwv koto, ttjv iroXtrelav taoiro, their polity should 
have been quite subverted, as Josephus speaks. (Sec Mr. 
Seldcn, lib. ii. de Jure N. et G. cap. 2.) 

Ver. 14. For thou shalt worship no other god.] This be- 
ing the great principle of their religion, " the Lord thy God 
is one Lord," (Deut. vi. 4.) and there is no other God be- 
side him. 

For the Lord, whose name is Jealous.] So he calls him- 
self, xx 5. and gave himself this peculiar name, because 
he could not bear any other god to be rival with him, after 
the manner of the gentiles: whose gods suffered a number, 
of other gods to share in the worship that was given to them, 
by offering sacrifices, and burning incense, and bowing 
down to them. 

Is a jealous God.] As is his name, so is he himself: ho 
will not endure any other to be worshipped with him. 

Ver. 15. Lest thou make a covenant with the i7ihabitants 
of' the land.] That is, a covenant of marriage, (for cove- 
nants in general were forbidden before, ver. 12.) which he 
commands them not to contract with tho inhabitants of 
Canaan : no, nor with any idolaters whatsoever. For 
though some of the Jews would restrain this to the seven 
nations only, yet the generality of them resolve it is meant 
of all other idolatrous people. And there is an illustrious 
argument of it, in the ninth and tenth chapters of Ezra> 
and in Nchcmiah, xiii. 25. This they will have to have 
been as old as the law of circumcision ; which they gather 
from Gen. xxxiv. 14. and it held throughout all following 
ages ; insomuch that Mahomet forbids any of his religion 
to marry any one that is not made a Mussulman, u e, a be- 
liever of his doctrine. As for such as turned from idola- 
try, it was always lawful to marry them ; but they were so 
far from having to do with others, that the Talmudists held 
it as unlawful to lie with a gentile woman, as with a wo- 
man in her uncleanncss. Whence that character which Ta- 
citus gives of the Jews, "Projcctissimaad libidinem gens, 
alienarum concubitu abstinct ." (Sec Selden, lib. v. dc Jure 
N. et G, cap. 12.) 
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And they go a whoring after their gods, and do sacrifice 
to their gods.] Of which there was very great danger if they 
loved their wives; who would have great power over them 
(as appears by Solomon, 1 Kiugs xi. 2, 3, Sec.) to entice 
them to (heir religion. Of this phrase, going a whoring 
after their gods, see Seld. Uxor. Hebr. lib. iii. cap. 23. 

Ami one call thee.] Invite thee (as the manner was) to (ho 
feast that was usually made, upon the sacrifices offered to 
their gods: as the Israelites ate of the peace-offerings,- and 
invited their friends to partake with them. 

And thou eat of his sacrifice.] By this we sec how ancient 
hnd universal the custom was of feasting upon sacri- 
fices: which Mr. Mede truly calls epulte feeder ales, federal 
feasts, (upon Malachi ii.) For the meat was God's, being 
set upon his table; of which he inviting the offerers to par- 
take, they were his guests; whom he entertained at his 
table, in token of reconciliation and friendship with him. 
And therefore, whosoever ate of the sacrifices offered to 
other gods, professed themselves to be their worshippers 
and servants. Which made the Jews so cautious in this 
matter, that they would not so much as drink the wine, or 
the water, or use the salt of an idolater, not knowing but it 
might have been set before an idol. So R. Levi Barzelo- 
hita, in the explication of the 112th Precept. This ex- 
plains that discourse of the apostle, 1 Cor. x. 20. 

Ver. 16. And thou take of their daughters vnto thy 
sons, &c] If they themselves married idolaters, there was 
the greater danger they might be content to let- their sons 
and daughters marry with them; especially if they were 
rich or beautiful: and so the whole family be undone. 

Ver. 17. Thou shall make thee no molten gods.] Images 
arc called by the name of gods, because they were- wor- 
shipped together with them, as symbols of their- presence. 
And though molten be here only mentioned, (upon occasion 
of their late sin, in worshipping the molten calf, xxxii. 4.) 
yet all other images are intended, as appears by xx. 4. 23. 
Ver. 18. The feast of -unleavened bread shalt thou keep, 
&c] See all this explained, xii. 15, 16, &c. xiii. 6, 7. xxiii. 
15. 

As I commanded thee in the time of the month Abib, &c.] 
See xiii, 4. xxiii. 15. 

Ver. 19. All that openeth the matrix is mine, &c] See xiii. 
12. xxii. 29, 30. 

Ver. 20. But the first-born of an ass shalt thou redeen), 
&c] See xiii. 13. 

And none shall appear before me empty.] See xxiii. 15. 
Ver. 2i. Six days shalt thou work, &C;] See xx. 9. xxiii. 
12.xxxi. 15. where this is sufficiently explained. But here, 
to shew the necessity of forbearing labour on this day, they 
arc not permitted it in earing oi % in harvest : that is, in the 
iwp most busy times of the year ; when they ploughed and 
sowed their ground, and when they reaped the fruits thereof. 
(SeeGen.xlv. 6.)* 

Ver. 22. And thou shalt observe the feast ofvjeeks, &c] 
This verse also hath been explained before, xxiii. 16. 
Only here observe, that the first-fruits of xvheat-harvest 
being now offered at this feast, there was a harvest before 
this, which began at the Passover, when they offered the 
first-fruits of barley -harvest, (Dcut. xvi. 9.) 

Ver. 23. Three times in the year shall all your males ap- 
pear before the Lord, the God of Israel.] This likewise was 
explained, xxiii. 14. 17. And nothing need be added, but 



that these peculiar laws arc hero repeated (together with 
thoso that follow, ver. 25, 26.) upon this occasion, because 
they were ordained to preserve the people in the worship 
and service of the true God, from whom they had lately 
departed. Who therefore puts them in mind, in the last 
words of this verse (which was not said before), that he was 
the God of Israel, to whom they were devoted by especial 
obligations. 

Ver. 24. For I will cast out the natioiis before thee.] Till 
this was done, they were not bound to observe the precept, 
of appearing three times in the year before the Lord. 

And will enlarge thy borders.] Beyond the land of Ca- 
naan, as he had promised before, (xxiii. 31.) 

Neither shall any man desire thy land, when Uiou shalt go 
vp to appear before the Lord, &c.] To remove all fear out of 
their mind, that their neighbours might invade them, when 
all tho men were gone, and none but women, and children, 
and old men left at home, he adds this promise to all he 
had made before (or rather makes it a part of his covenant, 
which he now T renews), that he would lay such restraints 
upon their enemies, that they should not so much as think 
of invading them at thoso three feasts ; much less make any 
actual incursions into their country. 

Ver. 25. Thon shalt not offer the blood of my sacrifice, &c] 
At the Passover. Sec this fully explained, xxiii. 18. 

Ver. 26. The first of the first-fruits of thy land thou 
shalt bring unto the house of the Lord thy God.] At Pente- 
cost, which was the feast of the first-fruits. (See xxiii. 19.) 
Thon shalt not seethe a kid in its mother's milk.] This 
concerns the other great feast, that of tabernacles. (§ee in 
the same place.) 

Ver. 27. And the Lord said unto Moses.] Having recited 
.the principal part of his covenant, mentioned ver. 10. he 
gives the following order. 

Write thou these words.] From ver. 11 to this place: 
just as he did those words contained in the twenty-first, 
twenty-second, and twenty-third chapters of this book, (see 
xxiv. 4.) out of which these words are extracted, as the 
chief things respecting the Avorship of God; which he re- 
quires him to write in a book by itself. 
■ For after the tenor of these words have I made a covenant 
with thee, and with Israeli] See xxiv. 7. where the cove- 
nant, containing these words and many other, was sealed 
with the blood of a sacrifice. 

* The Jews are so blind as to found their oral tradition 
upon this place, and upon one small word (pi), which sig- 
nifies, indeed, mouth; but withal is an expletive particle, 
denoting the manner and value of any thing, as appears 
from Gen. xliii. 7. Lev. xxvii. 18. and, therefore, here 
rightly translated the tenor of these words. Yet .11. Johan- 
nes, in the very beginning of Halicoth Olam, gathers from 
hence, that God made a covenant now with their fathers, 
concerning all the unwritten laws delivered by word of 
mouth. Unto which, while they adhere, they can never 
understand their Divine writings: for what can be more 
plain that the covenant here mentioned was ordered to be 
written ? 

Ver. 23. And he was there with the Lord.] This, saith 
Maimonides, was the highest degree of prophecy, which 
none attained but Moses: whose thoughts were wholly 
taken off from all other things, and fixed upon God, while 
he was with him in the holy mount; that is, asked and rc- 
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ceived answers from the Lord: (More Nevochim, par. iii* 
cap. 51.) 

Forty days and forty nights.'] As he had been at the 
first, (xxiv. 18.) Which was partly to make a new trial, 
how they would behave themselves in his absence; and 
partly to give the greater authority to the laws, he brought 
them from God, which he renewed, as we read in the end 
of this verse. 

And did neither eat bread, nor drink water J] But was 
supported by influences from the Almighty, who kept up 
his spirits in their just height, without the common recruits 
of meat and drink: which, when they give us refreshment, 
likewise make us drowsy, (see Xxiv. 18.) To which add 
what Maimonides saith in the place now named, that 
the joy wherewith he was transported made him not think 
of eating and drinking; for his intellectual faculties were 
so strong, that all corporeal desire ceased. 

It seems to me very probable, *that, during this time, he 
saw again the model of the tabernacle and all its furniture, 
with every thing else he was ordered to make when he 
went first into the mount, from the beginning of the 
twenty-fifth to the end of the thirtieth chapter, which are 
briefly summed up xxxi. 7—11. He setems also to have' 
spent much of this time in prayer to God for the people, 
that he would restore them entirely to his favour, and 
bring them to their inheritance, (Dent. ix. 18, 19. 25, 26. 
x. 10.) 

And he wrote upon the'tabtes the words of the covenant, 
&c] That is, the Lord wrote, (as he said he would, ver.'l.) 
not Moses ; who wrote the foregoing words in a book ; 
but not these, which were written by the finger' of God in 
the tables of stone. So Moses tells us expressly, Deut. 
x. 4. Jacobus Capellus, and others, following the Hebrew 
doctors, imagine that* Moses was three times with God in 
the mount, for the space of forty days; and that this was 
the, last time. Between which and tlie first they place 
another, which they fancy is mentioned, xxxii. 30, 31. com- 
pared with Deut. ix. 18, &c. But T sees no solid ground 
for this; for God called him up into the mount but twice; 
and he durst not have adventured to go so near him, as he 
was both these times, without his invitation. 

Vcr. 29. And it came to pass, xvheri Moses came down 
from Monnt Sinai.] Which was upon tho twenty-fifth of our 
August, according to the former computation, (Vet. 2.) 

With the two tables of testimony in Moses's hand, xbhen he 
came down from the mount.] So he came down attho first, 
(xxxii. 15.) 

That Moses wist not that the ski?i of his face shone.] 
There was a radiant splendour in his countenance; which is 
the import of the Hebrew karan, which theVulgar translates 
horned. Not imagining that Moses had horns, but rays of 
light which imitated horns. And therefore the Hebrew 
word karnaim signifies both; and R. Solomon Jarehi 
upon this place calls these rays on Moses's face, horiis of 
magnificence; as Mr. Selden observes, (lib. ii. de Jure N. 
et G. cap. G. p. 292.) It is not improbable- that the hair 
of his head was interspersed with light, as well a^that rays 
came from his face; which perstringed the eyes of be- 
holders. And painters had done more reasonable, if, in- 
stead of horns upon Moses's forehead, they had represented 
him with a glory crowning his head, as the saints are 
usually painted in the Roman church. Which perhaps 
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came from the ancient custom among the heathen, who 
thus represented their gods, as Tho. Bartholinus observes 
(de Morbis Biblicis, cap. v.) out of Lucian' de Dea Syria, 
where he saith she did Itfixy ktyaky awtvac <popkiv, carry 
beams upon her. head. Whence it was that the Roman 
emperors, who were raised so much above the rest of man- 
kind, that they honoured them as a sort of deities, were* 
thus represented; as appears by many testimonies, parti- 
cularly Pliny, who, in his panegyric to Trajan, laughs and 
jeers at the radiatum Domitiani caput. 

Wliile he talked with them.] While he conversed so fa-- 
miliarly with the Divine! Majesty, and both saw his glory 
and heard him proclaim his name, (ver. 5—7.) At his. 
first being in the mount, there was no such brightness left 
upon his countenance; for he did not see the Divine Ma- 
jesty in so great a splendour as he did, now, when the 
Lord, upon his petition, vouchsafed him such a sight of 
his glory as he could bfear, (xxxiii. 18. 23.) which was so* 
exceeding piercing, that it altered the very skin of Moses's' 
face, and made it luminous : of which Moses doth not seem- 
to have been sensible, till some time after he came down: 
from the mount (when Aaron, as well as others, were 
afraid to come nigh him), having his thoughts whblly pos- 
sessed with the far more transcendent glory, of the Divine 
Majesty, of which he had a glimpse. .* . 

From this familiar conference which' MoScs had with 
God, it is likely the heathen took occasion to invent the 
''like stories of their Zamolxis, who pretended to receive: 
his laws from Vdsta ; and Minos and Lycurgus, who said 
they received theirs from Jupiter and Apollo ; with several 
others mentioned by Diodorus SiColus, lib. i. who then 
adds, Moses had his from the god Jao ; so they pronounced* 
the name Jehovah* But they had no such testimony as 
this of their communication with the Divine Miajesty; 
much less were their laws confirmed by such miracles, as 
lasted for the space of forty years under the conduct of 
Moses, in the sight of all people. 

Ver. 30. And when Aaron and all the children of Israel 
saw Moses, behold, the skirt of his face shone.] This highly 
established his authority, and bred in them a reverence to 
the laws he brought, that they were all witnesses of the 
brightness or glory of his countenance, (as the apostle calls 
it, 2 Cof. iii. 7.) which demonstrated he had been with God,- 
as he affirmed, and had beheld the glory of his majesty, 
and received from him the tables of testimony. By all the 
children of Israel, in this verse, seems to be meant all tlie 
rulers- of the congregation mentioned in the next. 

And they were afraid to come nigh him.] The light which 
shori6 from his countenance was so great, that it dazzled 
the eyes of beholders, even of Aaron himself, who did not 
know whether it would be safe to approach him. This was 
an illustrious testimony that he had been with God, who 
dwells, as the apostle speaks, in light inaccessible. 

Ver. 31. And Moses called unto them.] Invited them to 
come near him, and not to fear any hurt. 

And Aaron and all the riders of the congregation returned 

unto him.] viz. After lie had put a veil upon his face, till 

; which they could not steadfastly look upon it, (as the 

: apostle speaks, 2 Cor. iii. 7.) the light of it being so strong, 

that it hurt their eyes, if they fixed them there. 

And Moses talked with them.] Acquainted them with what 
he had seen and heard. 
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Ver. 32. And afterward all the children of Israel came 
nigh, &c.] There was a general assembly of all the tribes 
summoned, that he might deliver to them all that which he 
had received from God. (See xxxv. 1.) 

Andhegave them in commandment all that the Lord had 
spoken with him in Mount Sinai.] All the orders he had 
given about the building of the tabernacle, and the rest 
contained in the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth chapters, 
and those that follow to the thirty-second. For at his first 
coming from the mount, finding them in an apostacy from 
God, he said nothing to them about these matters ; but, in 
abhorrence of their fouLidolatry; broke the tables of testi- 
mony which God had given hiin to deliver to them. 

Ver. 33. And till Moses had done speaking with them, he 
put a veil on his face.] This seems to belong as well to ver. 
31. as to the 32d, and accordingly I have interpreted it. 
Though there are those who think he persuaded Aaron and 
the rulers to approach without a veil ; but put it on when 
he spake to the people, who were less able to bear it. But 
there seems to be the samo reason for both; Aaron being 
no. less afraid than any of them : and the majesty of his 
countenance appeared sufficiently, even when it was veil- 
ed ; for the brightness was not quite obscured, though very 
much shaded by it. 

Ver. 34. But ivhe?i Moses went in before the Lord to speak 
ivith him, he took the veil off till he came out.] He went into 
the tabernacle, where he spake with him, face to face, as a 
man speaks to his friend, (xxxiii. — 11.) 

And he came out, and spake unto the children of Israel 
that which he was commanded.'] This seems to relate unto 
the frequent occasions Moses had to go and consult with 
God in difficult cases, whose mind he declared to them 
when he had received it. 

Ver. 35. And the children of Israel saw the face of Moses, 
that the skin of Moses's face slione, &c] Some great men 
have thought that the brightness continued on Moses's face 
till his death; so that he spake to them with a veil on his 
face, from this time, as long as he lived : of which we can- 
not be certain ; though thus much is evident, from this and 
the foregoing verse, that the splendour of his countenance 
did remain for some time after he came down from God's 
presence in the mount ; during which, as oft as he went in 
to speak with God, he took off his veil, and when he came 
out to speak with them, he put it on, until he went in to 
speak with God again, as this verse concludes. How long 
it was before it vanished none can resolve: perhaps not 
till he had. set up the tabernacle, and consecrated Aaron 
and his sons, and delivered all the laws ho had received 
about the service of God, which are recorded in the book 
of Leviticus: that is, all the time they stayed near Mount 
Sinai; from whence they removed a little more than half a 
year after this, (Numb. x. 11, 12.) 



CHAP. XXXV. 

Ver. 1. JjlND Moses gathered all the congregation of the 
children of Israel together.] Having told them what orders 
he had received from the Lord, and sufficiently convinced 
them of his authority, (xxxiv. 32, 33.) he now proceeds to 
put them in execution. And in order to it, he gathered 
col-hadath, all the congregation: which sometimes signi- 



fies all the elders and judges, &°. (the prime governors of 
the people) and sometimes the whole body of the people, 
as Corn. Bon. Bertram observes, de Itepub. Jud. cap. 6. 
It seems here to be used in the first sense; for he could 
not speak these. words to the whole body of the people, 
but to the principal persons of the several tribes, by whom 
what he said was communicated to all Israel. 

These are the words which the Lord hath commanded, 
that ye should do them.'] Before they entered upon the 
work, he admonishes fc thcm that nono of it must be done 
upon the sabbath. 

Ver. 2. Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh 
day there shall be to. you a holy sabbath, &c.] This com- 
mandment was particularly repeated to Moses, at the end 
of all the directions about the building of the tabernacle, 
(seo xxxi. 13 — 15.) and now repeated to them (as it was 
at his late renewing his covenant with them, xxxiv. 21.) 
that they might not imagine any of the work here com- 
manded to be done about the tabernacle, &c. would license 
them to break the .sabbath. Tho observation of which 
being the great preservative of religion, that is the reason 
it is so often enjoined, and particular care taken to secure 
it. And it is not to be omitted, that (to shew of what 
great concern it is) he calls it here, as he did xxxi. 15. 
where the end and use "of it is set down, the sabbath of 
sabbatJis, that is, the great sabbath or rest. 

Ver. 3. Ye shall kindle no fire in your habitations upon 
the sabbath-day.] To dress their meat, or for any other 
work: otherwise they might kindle a fire to warm them- 
selves in cold weather. This is sufficiently comprehended 
under the general command, thou shalt not do any work, 
(xx. 10.) Therefore the meaning is, Thou shalt not so much, 
as kimjlc a fire for any such purpose. For that is the rule 
they givo in Halicoth Olam, cap. 2. that such particular 
prohibitions forbid the whole kind, i. e. all manner of work 
whatsoever; which is here mentioned, to shew they might 
not kindle a fire for this work of the tabernacle. 

Ver. 4. And spake unto all the congregation, &c.] See 
ver. 1. 

This is the thing which the Lord commanded.] Having* 
secured the observation of the sabbath, according to the 
direction given just before he came down from the mount 
the first time, (xxxi. 13—15.) he now relates to them what 
commands he received from God, concerning all that 
follows. 

Ver. 5. Take ye from amongst you an offering unto the 
Lord.] And first he makes a motion to them from the 
Lord, that they would make a free oblation of materials 
for the building of the tabernacle, and all other things 
which the Lord commanded to be made, (ver. 10, &c.) 

Take ye, is as much as bnng ye, and so we translate it 
xxv, 2. (See there.) Where it appears that this was the 
very first thing God said to him (concerning a voluntary 
offering, which was tho foundation of all the rest), and 
therefore is first propounded to the people by him. 

Whosoever is of a willing heart, &c] See xxv. 2. 

Ver. (>— 9.] All these have been explained iu the twenty- 
fifth chapter, ver. 3 — 5, &c. 

, Ver! 10. Every wise-hearted among you shall come, and 
make all that the Lord hath commanded.] Every skilful 
person in the art of making the things following. The samo 
is said of the, women, ver. 25. The Hebrew word cochmah, 
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which we translate wisdom, is used variously, as Maimoni- 
des observes; sometimes for the understanding of Divine 
things ; sometimes for moral virtue ; and sometimes for skill 
in any art (of which he alleges this place as an instance), 
and sometimes for craft and subtlety. (See. More Nevoch. 
par. iii. cap. 54.) The word leb (or heart) is used here ac- 
cording to the vulgar opinion of those days, that the heart 
is the seat of the understanding. And thus I observed be- 
fore upon chap. xxv. that excellent artists are by the hea- 
then called wise men. Since which I have observed, that 
this is the language of Homer himself; whose verses, con- 
cerning Margites are quoted by Aristotle in more places than 
one, (lib. vi. Moral, ad Niehomach. cap. 7. et lib. v. Moral, 
ad Eudcmiim, cap. 7.) where he saithhe was so foolish, that 

Tov 8* ovr tip GKairrrioa $to\ Siaav ovr aporijpa 
Ovr aXXwc Tt ao^ov. 

The gods neither made Mm a ditcher, nor a ploughman, nor 
any other sort of wise man. Upon which Aristotle notes, 
ttjv 8c <ro<piav lv rate riyyatq, roXg a»cpij3e<rraroic Tag Tc^vac 
a7ro8/8ojuv, We ascribe wisdom in arts to those who excel in 
them; and then he instances in Phidias a stone-cutter, and 
Polyeletus a statuary. 

Ven 11. The tabernacle.'] This signifies sometimes the 
whole structure of the house of God; but hero only the 
fine inward curtains, mentioned xxvi. 1, 2, &c. 

His tent.] This signifies the curtains of goats' hair; which 
were laid over the other, (xxvi. 7, &c.) 

His covering.] Of rams' skins and badgers' skins; which 
were thrown over the other two, (xxvi. 14.) 

His taches, and his boards, his bars, his pillars, and his 
sockets.] All these are explained in that chapter. 
. Ver. 12. TJie ark and his staves, with the mercy-seat.] See 
xxv. 10. 13. 17. 

And the veil of the covering.] Whereby the holy was sepa- 
rated from the most holy place. Which is hero fitly men- 
tioned between the mercy-scat, which was within; and the 
table, &c. which were without this veil. 

Ver. 13. Tlie table, and his staves, and all his vessels.] Seo 
all these explained, xxv. 23, 24, &c. 

And the shew-bread.] This is a short expression, one 
word (as is usual) being cut off, viz, the dishes, in which 
the sheio-bread was set. For Moses had not order to make 
the bread itself, but the dishes (as I said) on which the 
loaves were laid, (xxv. 29.) 

Ver. 14. TJie candlestick also for the light, and his fur- 
niture, and his lamps.] See xxvi. 31, 32, &c. 

With the oil for the light.] See xxvii. 20, 21. 

Ver. 15. And tlie incense-altar, and the staves.] See xxxi. 
],2,&c. 
. And the anointing oil.] See xxxi. 23, 24, &c. 

And the sweet incense.] See xxxi. 34, &c. He mentioned 
before the materials for them, (ver. 8.) and now the things 
themselves. 

And the hanging for the door, at the entering in of tlie ta- 
bernacle.] Of this, see xxvi. 3G. 

Ver. 1G. And the altar of burnt-offering, with his brazen 
grate, his staves.] These are explained, xxvii. 1 — 7. 

And all his vessels.] See there, ver. 3. 

The laver and his foot.] See xxix. 17, 18. 

Ver. 17. The hangings of the court, his pillars, and their 
sockets.] Sec xxvii. 9, 10, &c. 



And the hangings for the door of the court.] See there, 
ver. 16. 

Ver. 18. TJie pins of the tabernacle, &c] See xxvii. 19. 

Ver. 19. The clothes of the service, to do service in the 
holy place, the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and his 
sons, &c] Of which there is an account in the whole 
twenty-eighth chapter. And Moses here makes this large 
enumeration of all the things which God had commanded, 
(ver. 10.) that they might be stirred up to be the more li- 
beral in their offering, when they saw how many things 
were to be done. 

Ver. 20. And all the congregation of the children of 
Israel.] Whom he had summoned to meet together, (ver. 1.) 

Departed from the presence of Moses.] .When he had re- 
ported to them what orders he had received from the Di- 
vine Majesty in the mount, (ver. 4, 5, &c.) 

Ver. 21. And they came.] Being dismissed to their own 
tents, they went thither only to fetch an offering to the. 
Lord ; which they came and brought immediately. 

Every one whose heart stirred him up.] Whose mind was 
raised to a" free and cheerful readiness. The Hebrew 
words are, lifted him up; that is, had animiim excelsum, a 
noble mind; or, was of a generous spirit; as the following 
words import, Every one whom his spirit made willing. 

And they brought the Lord's offering.] An offering to the 
Lord, as Moses exhorted, (ver. 5.) 

To the work of the tabernacle.] For the building a sanc- 
tuary, wherein God might dwell among them, (xxv., 8.) 

And for all his service.] For all that belonged to the fur- 
niture of it, both within and without, which are mentioned 
in the verses beforegoing. 

And for the holy garments.] That the priests might mi-* 
nister there in their office, (ver. 19.) 

Ver. 22. And they came, both men and women, as many 
as were willing-hearted.] Who » seem to have been the 
greatest part of the congregation. * 

And brought bracelets, and ear-rings, and rings.] They 
were no less forward to offer, to the service of God, than 
they had been to the making the golden calf, (xxxii. 2, 3.) 
for which offence they now make some sort of satisfaction; 
being more liberal in contributing to this work, than they 
were to that. For we read there only of their ear-rings, 
whiph they brake off from their ears and brought to Aaron ; 
but here of their bracelets also, and rings, with other things. 
For though they may be supposed to have parted with a 
great deal, on that wicked account; it did not make those 
who were touched with what Moses said, less willing to 
give afresh to a holy use. 

Tablets.] The Hebrew word comaz, or camaz, is of very 
uncertain signification; for somo make it an ornament of 
the arms, and others of some other part: but the Chaldee 
takes it for something about the breast; a fascia (saith 
Elias) wherewith women tied up and compressed their 
breasts, to make them appearmore beautiful, by being round. 
This Boehartus approves, in his Canaan, lib. ii. cap. 5. 

All jewels of gold.] All the four forenamed sorts of orna- 
ments were of gold. 

And every man that offered, offered an offering of gold 
unto the Lord.] The first oblations that were brought, 
either by the women or the men, were all of gold : and then 
followed meaner things, which the people of lower con- 
dition brought to the Lord. 
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Vcr. 23* And every man with whom was found blue, and 
purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, &c.] The coramou sort 
of people also offered such as they had, yarn, and One 
linen, goats' hair, and skins. (See xxv. 4, 5.) 

Ver. 24. Everyone that did offer an offering of silver and 
brass, Sec J] Those of a middle condition offered silver, and 
brass, and shittim-wood. All which were necessary for 
several uses: for the ark and the table were to be over- 
laid with gold; of which the candlesticks and several other 
things were to bo made. (See chap, xxv.) The inward 
cutains were to be made of the yarn; and the outward of 
goats' hair, and the covering of both of skins. The foun- 
dations of the tabernacle were of silver; and the taches of 
the curtains and altar of burnt-offering of brass; and 
shittim-wood was used about the boards of the tabernacle, 
the ark, table, &c. (See chap. xxv. xxvk xxvii.) 

Ver. 25. And all the women that were wise-hearted, did 
spin with their hands, and brottght that which they had spun, 
&c] Not only the men, but the women also, brought ma- 
terials for the house; and more than that, such as were 
skilful among them spun both yarn and thread ; w T hich was 
the proper work of women, not of men. Unto which work 
alone they were bound to apply themselves, if by the cus-. 
torn of the place no other work (such as knitting, and 
sewing with . their needle, &c.) was usually performed by 
them, as Mr. Selden observes, lib. iii. de Uxor. Hebr. 
cap. 10. where he treats of all the employments of their 
women. 

Ver. 26. And all the women whose heart stirred them up.] 
Whose minds were elevated to excellent contrivances. 

In wisdom, spun goats' hair.] With great art spun goats' 
hair; which was not so easy as to spin, wool and flax. 
For though their goats were shorn in those countries, as 
sheep are here (their hair being longer than ours), yet 
theTe was a great deal of skill required to work it into a 
thread, and to make stuff of it. (See Bochart. Hierozoic. 
par. i. lib. ii. cap. 51.) In old time also women were wont 
to weave as well as spiu, as appears not only out of the 
sacred books, but out of Homer, Plato, Cicero, and many 
other authors, mentioned by Braunius, in his book de Ves- 
titu Sacerd. Hebr. lib. i. cap. 17, where he observes (N. 
33.) out of Herodotus, that he, shewing the Egyptian cus- 
toms to be different in many things from those, of other 
nations, mentions this among the rest, that their men 
kot otKovg Uvrtq v<paivovm, sat at home arid weaved; while 
their women went abroad and bought and sold, (lib. ii. 
cap. 35.)- 

Vcr. 27. And the rulers brought cnyx-stones, and stones 
to be set for the ephod, and for the breast-plate.] The great 
men also offered suitable to their quality; such things as 
the people could not furnish, viz. precious stones, for uses 
mentioned xxv. 7. xxviii. 9. 17, 18, &c. 

Ver. 28. And spice, and oil for the light, and for the 
anointing oil, &c] Such principal spices (as we translate 
it) mentioned xxx. 23. 34, together with oil for the light, 
(xxvii. 20.) which was so pure, that ordinary persons had 
it not. For there were several sorts of olives (as Fort. 
Scacchus. shews, Myrothec. Sacr. Elacochrysm. par. i. cap. 
4, 5.) some of which were not so common as the other, 
and therefore of greater value. 

" : Ver. 29rllie clnldren of Israel brought a willing offering,- 
&c.] To sum up all in a few words, they brought whatso- 



ever was necessary, for all manner of work which the Lord 
had commanded to be made. 

By the hand of Moses.] Whom he employed to deliver 
these commands to his people. 

Ver. 30. And Moses said, See, the Lord hath called by 
name, &c] Hath principally made choice of Bezaleel to 
undertake and perform this work. This he said, that they 
might not be solicitons about artists, to make all that was 
propounded; for they knew that there were none among 
them bred to such employments. Moses therefore informs 
them, in the first place, that God had provided himself of 
a master workman, as he told him xxx. i, 2, &c. 

Ver. 31. And he hath filled him with the spirit of God in 
wisdom, &c] This verse is explained before, xxxi. 3. 6. 
only I shall add, that the extraordinary skill which any man 
had without teaching, in common arts, was by the heathens 
ascribed to their gods. There are several instances of it 
observed by Maximus Tyrius, Dissert, xxii. where he ar- 
gues, that it should not be thought strange, if a man bo 
made virtuous by a Divine inspiration, when some have no 
other ways become admirable artists. Among which ho 
mentions Demodocus, a musician, whom Homer intro- 
duces speaking thus of himself: 

AuroStSaicroc S 1 tlfii, Stot Se juot wiraaav 6/*0t/v. 

I was never taught by any body, but the gods bestowed 
on me the gift of singing. The latter end of which verse is 
a little otherwise in Homer> as we now have him, (Odyss* 
x.) but to the same sense, and it is Phemius, not Demodo- 
cus, who there speaks, a&PetrnsPetitus hath observed, in 
his Miscell; Ohserv. lib. i. cap. 19. 

Ver. 32. And to devise curious works.] The Hebrew word 
chaschab signifies to devise and excogitate; whence maches- 
chaboth, which we translate curious works (and in the end 
of the next verse cunning works), is as much as ingenious 
inventions, devised with much art. Such were the engines 
made by king Uzziah, which are. said to bo invented by 
cunning men, or excellent engineers, as we now speak, 
(1- Chron. xxvi. 15.) See xxxi. 4. where this verse hath 
been explained. 
• Ver. 33. And in the cutting of stones, &c] See xxxi. 5. 

Ver. 34. And he hath put in his heart that he may teach.J 
Instruct others in his arts. For this was a gift of God, as 
much as any of the rest, to be able to inform others dex- 
terously, in those things which he knew himself: as it was, 
to be able to comprehend what Moses told him God had 
ordered, and put it in execution. For God gave Moses 
the pattern, according to which all things were to be 
wrought: and as it was a peculiar gift of God, which 
enabled him to represent to Bezaleel what had been 
set before him; so it was by an extraordinary opera- 
tion on his mind, that he conceived presently what w f as 
represented, and had skill to perform it according to 
direction. 

Vcr. 35. TJiem hath he filled with wisdom of heart, to 
work all manner of work, &c] This is repeated so often y 
and such particular mention is here made again of their 
skill in every thing, though of ever so difficult contriv- 
ance, to assure the Israelites that they were so well 
qualified for the work, that they might be entrusted with 
the offerings they had made. And accordingly they were, 
(xxxvi. 3.) 
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Vcr. 1; TlIEN wrought Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every 
wise-hearted man, &c] This verse is only a general account 
of what follows more particularly, concerning the execu- 
tion of that which God had commanded, and for the effect- 
ing of which the people had liberally contributed. It is 
not said where they wrought, but some think it was in that 
very space of ground where the tabernacle was set up when 
perfected. 

Ver. 2. And Mixes called Bezaleel and Aholiab, and 
every wise-hearted man, in whose heart the Lord had put 
wisdom.] It appears by this, that all the lower artificers, 
who were taught by the master-workmen, Bezaleel and Aho- 
liab, were also disposed by God to learn ; he giving them 
a quickness of apprehension and sagacity beyond what 
was natural to them. 

Even every one whose heart stirred him up, to come unto 
the work to do it .] Yet this signifies, they had also a natu- 
ral genius, which inclined and prompted them to such em- 
ployments. 

Vcr. 3. And they received of Moses all the offerings 
wJuch the children of Israel had brought for the work of the 
sanctuary, &c] Into the hands of all these aTtists, Moses 
delivered the offerings that had been made ; and directed 
thcra what to do with them. 

And they brought yet unto him free-offerings every morn- 
ing.'] The hearts of the people were so enlarged, that every 
day they brought new contributions unto Moses ; who sent 
them (as appears by the next verse) to the workmen, as 
soon as he received them. 

Ver. 4. And all the wisemen,which wrought all the work 
of tJie sanctuary, came every man from his work which he 
made.] After they had continued some time at their work, 
they all agreed to desist awhile, and go to Moses, to let 
him know that there needed no further offerings, for they 
had sufficient already ; nay,more than enough, as it follows, 
vcr. 5. 

Ver. 5. And they spake unto Moses, saying, The people 
bring much more tlian enough for tJie service of the work, 
&c] A wonderful instance of integrity, that there should 
not be one man found among them (for the words in the 
Hebrew are very emphatical, isch, isch [man, mari],thnt is, 
none excepted) who was inclined to purloin any thing for 
his own proper use: but by common consent, they left 
their work, to put a stop to all further contributions. A 
sign they were men endued with extraordinary virtue, as 
well as skill in their employments. 

Vcr. C. And Moses gave commandment.] To those that at- 
tended on him ; or perhaps to Bezaleel and Aholiab, and 
the rest. 

And they caused it to be proclaimed throughout thecamp.] 
By some under officers, who, it is likely, were wont to ex- 
ecute such commands. 

Saying, Let neither man nor woman make any more work 
for the offering of the sanctuary.] It seems some men pre- 
pared and made ready some of the things which they of- 
fered ; as the women span yarn and hair, and brought them 
to Moses. For it was not hard to plane boards (for in- 
stance) though the joining them together, as God appointed, 
was beyond the skill of common people. 



Ver. 7. For the stuff they had was sufficient, &c] There 
were materials of all sorts, for every thing that was to be 
made, beyond what was necessary. 

Ver. 8. And every wise-hearted man among them that 
wrought the ivork of the tabernacle, &c] They began first 
(as was but fit) with the house of God, before thqy made • 
the furniture. For that was first ordered in general words, 
(xxv. 8.) though the structure of it be, not directed till the 
twenty-sixth chapter. Where every thing mentioned in 
this is explained; and therefore there will need no more to 
be done here; but to point to a few things which are ex- 
plained elsewhere, particularly in the foregoing chapter. 

Ver. 14. He made curtains of goats 7 hair for the tent over 
the tabernacle.] What is here meant by tent, see xxxv. 11. 

• Ver. 19. He made a covering for the tent.] This curtain 
covered the tent, as the curtain of which the tent was made 
covered the tabernacle. (See xxvi. 14. xxxv. 11.) 

Of rams' skins died red.] The particle mem here is cut off 
before skins; as it is in several verses of this chapter, (8. 
34, 35. and others.) 

Covering of badger s'-skins.] I observed on xxvi. 14. that 
thacas doth not signify a badger, but a certain colour, and 
alleged that place in Ezek. xvi.10. for the proof of it; - 
where God setting forth his kindness to Israel, under the 
figure of a most loving husband, who denies his wife no* 
thing, though never so costly, saith, he shod her with tha- 
cas; which I since find translated by an anonymous au- 
thor, with purple skoes. 



CHAP. XXXVII. 

AN this chapter Moses gives an account of the making 
6f all the furniture of the taherna61c, with such exact- 
ness, as he describes the making of the tabernacle it- 
self, in the 'foregoing chapter: to shew that God's direc- 
tions about the making every thing was punctually ob- 
served; nothing being omitted or added, but all made ac- 
cording to the pattern in the mount, (xxv. 9. 40.) In which 
chapter most of the things here mentioned are explained; 
and there needs little to be added here.- 

Ver. 1. And Bezaleel made the ark of shittim^wood, &c] 
Abarbinel fancies, that though other things were made by 
inferior artificers, whom Bezaleel directed; yet the ark, 
because of its dignity and pre-eminence, above all other 
things, was made by him, without the help of any other. 
And so Rambam also ; from whence the Jews commonly 
called it (as Buxtorf observes), the ark of Bezaleel. But 
this hath no good foundation; for he is said to have made 
also every thing else in the tabernacle ; the fable, and all 
its vessels : in short, every thing mentioned in this chapter, 
and in the next also, and in the foregoing, (ver. 10, 11, &c.) 
He therefore is said to have made the ark, &c. because 
he gave directions to the under workmen, and saw them 
make it. 

VeT. 10. And he made the table of shittim-wood, &c] 
Next to the ark, the mercy-seat, and the cherubiras whieh 
belong to it, the table and the vessels appertaining to it 
were the principal things within the tabernacle. See xxv. 
23, &c. where all the things mentioned between this' verse 
and the seventeenth arc explained. 

Vcr. 17. And he made the candlestick, be] The orders 
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which Moses received for the making this, the branches and 
the lamps thereof, and every thing appertaining to it, aro 
set down xxv.31, 32, &c. which Bezaleel exactly followed. 

Ver. 25. He made the incense-altar, &c.] This, and all 
that follows in the three next verses, see explained, xxx. 
l,&c. 

Vcr. 29. And he made the holy anointing oil, &c.] Seo 
xxx. 31, &c. 

And the pure incense, &c] See xxx. 34, &c. 



CHAP. XXXVIIL 

Ver. 1. J±ND he made the altar of burnt-offering, &c.] 
Having given an account of the making of all the furniture 
of the house, he proceeds to shew how all things were made 
without doors with tho same exactness, according to the 
Divine prescriptions. All which Bezaleel could not mako 
with his own hands; but he was chief director in these 
things as well as the rest of the work. 

Five cubits was the length thereof, &c] See xxvii. 1, 2, 
&c. where this, and the six following verses are explained. 

Ver. S. And he made the laver of brass, &c] See xxx. 
IS. where order is given for the making of this laver, and 
its situation directed : but neither there nor here are we 
told the figure or dimensions of it; but have a particular 
remark, in this place, concerning the materials out of 
which it was made, in the following words. 

Of the looking-glasses J] So we interpret the Hebrew word 
maroih; because now such things are commonly made of 
glass; but anciently of polished brass: which they looked 
upon as far better than silver, for that made a weaker re- 
flection, as Vitruvius informs us, (lib. vii. cap. 3.) And the 
best of these specula were, among the ancient Romans, 
made at Brundusium, of brass and tin mixed together, as 
Pliny tells us, (lib. xxxiii. 9. xxxiv. 17.) This shews the 
laver was made of the finest and most pure brass. 

Of the women assembling, which assembled at the door of 
the tabernacle of the congregation.] The Hebrew word 
Hattzobeoth signifies that they came by troops to make this 
present to tho Lord. And the LXX. and Chaldee under- 
standing it of such women as came together to serve God, 
by fasting and prayer, (for there is the samo word used in 
1 Sam. ii. 22.) most interpreters think, they that made this 
oblation were very devout women, who were wont to spend 
much time at the tabernacle, where the presence of God 
was. For Moses's tent served instead of the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and was so called, till this tabernacle was 
built, (xxxiii. 7, &c.) Thus Aben Ezra also observes, upon 
these words ; that these women making a free-will offering 
of the looking-glasses, wherein they were wont to behold 
the beauty of their faces, and to dress and adorn their heads, 
it seems to argue their very religious mind, despising the 
vanity of the world, and delighting far more in the service 
of God. 

Ver. 9. And he made the court, &c] All that follows 
from this place to ver. 21. is explained in the twenty- 
seventh chapter, from vcr. 9. to ver. 20. except two or three 
words, which I shall here take notice of. 

Ver. 17. The chapiters of silver.] There is no mention of 
rashivi (chapiters) in the twenty-seventh chapter ; but only 
qf vauim (or hooks) which were of silver, ver. 10. and 17. 



But this verse shews that those hooks were in the chapiters, 
or heads of the pillars, out of *vhich those arose, as an or- 
nament to them. 

Ver. 18. And the height in the breadth, &c] This is a 
Hebrew phrase, signifying the height of the hanging itself: 
whose breadth, when it lay along, was callcd.its height when 
it was hung up. And that was jfae cubits; proportionable 
to tho hangings of the court, which was five cubits high, 
(xxvii. 18.) 

Ver. 21. This is the sum of the tabernacle, even of the ta- 
bernacle of the testimony, &c] Some will have this relate 
to the forenamed things, mentioned in this and in the fore- 
going chapters. But I take it rather to be a preface to the 
account which Moses ordered to be taken of all the gold, 
silver, and brass that was employed in building of the ta- 
bernacle. Which being summed up, amounted to so many 
talents as are mentioned, ver. 24, &c. 

For the service of the Levites.] Rather, by the ministry of 
the Levites; whom Moses appointed to take the account of 
all the expenses. 

By the hand of Ithamar, son to Aaron the priest.'] Under 
tho conduct of Ithamar, the youngest son of Aaron; whom 
he appointed to preside over the Levites, in taking this 
account. 

Ver. 22. And Bezaleel, the son of Uri, made all that the 
Lord commanded Moses,] Which gold, silver, and brass 
was committed into the hands of Bezaleel (though in the 
presence of all the rest of the workmen, xxxvi. 2, 3.) as 
the principal person, who was to see it employed in making 
every thing which tho Lord commanded Moses. 

Vcr. 23. And with him teas Aholiab, &c] Unto whom 
God joined Aholiab as his associato in so great an under- 
taking; who made use of several others, whom they taught 
in those arts, which God, by an extraordinary inspiration^ 
had made them to understand, (xxxv. 30, 31. 34, 35.) 

Ver. 24. All the gold which was occupied for the work, 
&c] About the ark, the table, the candlestick, and all be- 
longing to them, (xxxvii.2. 11. 17. 24. 26.) and about the 
holy garments mentioned xxxix. 5, &c. 15. 25. 30. 

What w r as not employed about this work (for the people 
brought more than enough, xxxvi. 5. 7.) it is very probable 
was laid up in the treasury, for sacred uses, as there should 
be occasion. 

Twenty and nine talents, and seven hundred and thirty 
shekels.] It hath been noted before, that a shekel is near 
half-a-crown of our money : now it is evident (from ver. 25, 
20.) that there were three thousand shekels in a talent; 
so that a talent of silver, as Dr. Cumberland, bishop of 
Peterborough, computes it (in his learned treatise of Scrip- 
ture Weights and Measures, chap. 4.) amounts to three hun- 
dred and fifty-three pounds, eleven shillings, and some odd 
pence, in our money. And a talent of gold (reckoning 
gold to be above fourteen times in value) to five thousand 
and seventy-six pounds, three shillings, and tenpence. 

Ver. 25. And the silver of them that were numbered of the 
congregation was a hundred talents, and a thousand seven 
hundred and threescore and fifteen shekels, Sec] There being 
six hundred and three thousand, five hundred and fifty 
men, that offered each of them half a shekel (as the next 
verse tells us), they make three hundred and one thousand, 
seven hundred and seventy-five thousand shekels. Which, 
amounting to a hundred talents, with one thousand seven 
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hundred and seventy-five shekels more, demonstrates that 
a talent contains three thousand shekels. For no number 
(as the same learned bishop hath shewn) but three thou- 
sand, dividing three hundred and onethousand, seven hun- 
dred and seventy-five, will produce a hundred, and leave 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five in remainder. 

Ver. 26. A bekah for every man, that is, half a shekel, 
&c] See xxx. 13. Some may possibly think it unaccount- 
able, that so great treasures should be found among the 
Israelites in the desert; and especially that they should be 
furnished with such precious stones, as are mentioned in the 
next chapter, V£*. 10, 8cc. as they were before, xxviii. 17, 18, 
&c. But such persons should consider, that their ancestors 
-were very great men, and had gathered great riches, before 
4hey came into Egypt; where Joseph, it is likely/left them 
no small treasures : and though Pharaoh perhaps squeezed 
them (as I said upon chapter the' first) yet they preserved 
most of their riches, and were reimbursed what they lost, 
by what they , borrowed of the Egyptians. From whose 
dead bodies thrown on the sea-shore, we may well suppose 
they got still more; as they did also from the Amalekites, 
who being a people near to Arabia (from whence a great 
part of the precious stones came), we may likewise suppose 
were not unfurnished with them. And besides all this, 
they had shittim-wood good store in the wilderness; (as I 
noted chap, xxv.) and some of the Jews, particularly Abar- 
bincl, think it not improbable, that they traded with the 
neighbouring nations, who bordered upon the wilderness; 
while they continued in it. 

Ver. 27. And of the hundred talents of silver were cast 
the sockets of the sanctuary, &c] It appears by the twenty- 
sixth chapter, that there were just a hundred of these 
sockets, which were the foundation of the house of God, 
(ver. 19. 21. 25. 32.) To the making of every one of which 
there went a talent of silver. 

Vct. 28. And of the thousand seven hundred seventy-five 
shekels, he made, &c] A hundred talents being spent in 
making the sockets, the remainder, which was one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-five shekels, (ver. 25.) was laid 
out upon hooks, and chapiters, and fillets, about the pillars. 
Which make up the whole account of the silver. 

Ver. 2S). And the brass of the offering, &c] This verse 
gives an account of the value of the brass, which the peo- 
ple offered; as the former verses of the gold and silver. 

Ver. 30. And therewith he made the sockets to the door of 
the tabernacle, and the brazen altar, &c] This verse and 
the next gives an account how the brass was employed, 
according to Gfod's order beforementioned, (xxvi. 37. 
xxvii. 2 — 4.) 

Ver. 31. And the sockets of the court, &c] See xxvii. 10. 
17 — 19. Here is not such a particular account given upon 
what things the gold was employed, (but only in general, 
in all the work of the holy place, ver. 24.) because all things 
that were not rojide of silver and brass were made of gold ; 
and a great deal, it appears by the next chapters, was em- 
ployed in making Aaron's glorious attire. 

CHAP. XXXIX. 

Ver. 1. JjLND of the blue, and purple, and scarlet-] These 
artificers proceeded, in the most natural order, to make all 
that God commanded. For, first, they made the house itself, 
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in which he was to dwell, (chap, xxxvi.) then all the fur- 
niture belonging to it, (ciiap. xxxvii.) and then the outward 
court, and all that was therein, (chap, xxxviii.) and now 
Moses relates how they made the priestly garments, 'with- 
out which they could not minister to God in this house." 

TJiey made.] This shews how all that goes before (where 
it is said he made) is to be interpreted. Bezaleel and Aho- 
liab, and all that were employed under them, had a hand 
(as wc speak) in these garments ; the principal aTtists di- 
recting, and the rest working all that is here mentioned. 

Clothes of service.] To be put on when the£ ministered 
unto God, in the priest's office, (xxviii. 4. xxx. 10. xxxv. 
19.) not to be worn abroad, but only in the sanctuary. As 
Mr. Selden observes, lib. iii. de Synedr. cap. 11. p. 145. 
where he looks upon the following words, to do service in 
the holy place (or, to serve in the sanctuary), as determin- 
ing them to be used here, and no where else. 

Ver. 2. And he made 'the ephod, &c] Gave direction 
for the making it of such materials as here follow. (See 
xxviii. G, &c.) 

Ver. 3. And they did beat the gold into thin plates, &c.j 
The under workmen, by Bezaleel's direction, did first beat 
the gold into very thin plates, and then slice them into 
wires, or small threads of gold. For in those days they had 
not the art which we have now, of drawing a piece of gold 
into round wires or threads of what length wc please; but, 
as Moses here describes it, they beat it first into broad thin 
plates, and then cut off lesser and narrower wires (as' we 
call them), which were not Tound, but of a very small 
breadth; which they wove with the other materials here 
mentioned. But nothing is here said of silver thus wrought ; 
for they had not the art of weaving silver in this manner, 
in ancient times, as Salmasius observes upon Vopiscus, 
in the life of Aurelian ; in whose days the art of making 
silver into threads, and weaving it with their garments, was 
not known ;- but was much in use in the time of the latter 
Greek emperors. 

To work it in blue, and in purple, &c] The manner of 
it was thus (as Maimonides saith): " They took one thread 
of wire of gold, and joined it with six threads of blue, and 
twisted all seven into one. And so they mingled the like 
thread of gold with six of purple; and another with six 
of scarlet; and another, with six oifinelinen: so that there 
were twenty-eight threads in aH. M Which R. Solomon Jar- 
chi expresses thus upon xxviii. 8. These five kinds (blue, 
purple, scarlet, fine linen, and gold) were twisted into one 
thread. For the gold being stretched into a thin plate, and 
threads cut out of it, they weaved a thread of gold with six 
threads of blue (and so they did with the rest), after which 
they twisted all these threads into one. (See Joh.Braunius 
de Vestitu Saccrd. Hebr. lib. i. cap. J7. n. 26.) 

Cunning work.] See xxviii. 6, 

Ver. 4, 5.] See xxviii. 7, 8. 

Ver. G. They wrought onyx-stones.] See xxviii. 9. 

Ver. 7. For a memorial] See xxviii. 12. 

Ver. 8. lie made the breastplate, &c.] See this explained, 
and all that follows to vct. 22. in xxviii. 15, 16, &e. only 
observe, that there is not a word here said of his making 
urim and thummim: which confirms what I said there, that 
they were not distinct things from the precious stones in 
the breast-plate. 

Ver. 22. And they made the robe of the ephod, &c] 
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See this and the two following verses explained, xxviii. 
31—33. 

Ver. 24. And twined linen.] In the Hebrew therp is only 
the word (wined: but the Masora rightly observes, that 
schesch is to be understood ; which we have therefore justly 
supplied in the word linen. And so the LXX. 

Ver. 25. Bells of pure gold, &c] See xxviii. 33, &4. where 
this and the next verse are explained. 

Ver. 27. And they made coats of fine linen.] Coats were 
ordered to be made for Aaron and his sons, xxviii. 40. 
but the matter of them not mentioned : which is here there- 
fore ordered to be of^ne linen. For white garments, being 
pure, bright, unmixed, and also splendid and stately (for 
anciently the greatest persons w T cre so clothed, as appears 
by Joseph, when he was honourably arrayed by Pharaoh, 
Gen. xli. 42.) were used by all nations in the service of 
God. And what was most suitable to nature, God thought 
fit to continue in his service, though used perhaps by idola- 
ters before this time. Only his priests wore these garments 
no where but in the sanctuary ; whereas the priests of Isis 
(for instance) w f ent every where clothed in white. 

Of woven ivorkJ] Not sewed with a needle; for such 
coats may be made without any seam ; and Braunius hath 
shewn the manner of weaving them, lib. i. de Vestitu Sa- 
cerdot. Hebr. cap. 16. 

Ver. 28. Mitre of fine linen.] Sec xxviii. 39. And of bon- 
nets and breeches. (See there, ver. 40. 42.) 

Ver. 29. And a girdle of fine twined linen, &c] See xxviii. 
39. 

Ver. 30. And they made the plale of the holy crown.] See 
xxviii. 36. To which I shall only add, that the priests, 
both men and women, among the gentiles, had ordinarily 
the epithet oi ojt$avo$QQQi, from the crowns they wore upon 
their heads ; which were sometimes of gold, sometimes of 
laurcj. (See Cupcrus, in his Harpocratcs, p. 137.) 

Ver. 31. A lace of blue, &c] See xxviii. 37. 

Ver. 32. Thus teas all the work of the tabernacle of the 
tent of the congregation finished, &c.] Every thing belonging 
to the house of God (which he commanded Moses to make) 
was completed exactly according to his directions /though 
they were not yet set in their place, which God orders in 
the next chapter. 

Tabernacle of the tent, &c] See xl. 2. 

And all the children of Israel did according to all that the 
Lord commanded Moses, so did they.'] This hath a more 
particular respect to the workmen ; yet all the materials 
being brought by the body of the people, they arc also 
comprehended in this expression. 

Ver. 33. And they brought the tabernacle unto Moses, the 
tent, and all its furniture, Sec] In this and the following 
verses he makes a recapitulation of all the particulars, 
mentioned in the foregoing chapter: which they brought to 
Moses, that they might see whether they were made ac- 
cording to his order. It is probable that the whole con- 
gregation, or the heads of them, accompanied Bczaleel and 
the other artificers, when they brought these things to Moses 
for his approbation. 

Ver. 34. And the covering of the rams' skins, &c] Of this 
covering, and of the next, see xxvi. 14. xxxvi. 19. 

And the veil of the covering.] Sec xxvi. 3G. 

Ver. 37. Tlic pure candlestick.] Of pure gold, as w r c read 
xxv. 31. xxxvii. 17. 



Ver. 42. So the children of Israel made all the work.] 
Here again the whole body of th people are said to have 
made all the work forementioned, (see ver. 37.) because 
they contributed to it, and also helped to prepare some 
materials for the workmen, (xxxv. 25. xxxvi. C.) 

Ver. 43. And Moses did look upon the work.] Took a so- 
lemn view T of it ; and examined it carefully whether it was 
performed according to the order they had received. 

And behold, they had done it as the Lord commanded.] 
This is the tenth time that Moses, in this one chapter, saith 
all was done as the Lord commanded, ver. 1. 5. 7. 21. 2G. 
29. 31, 32. 42. and hero in this last verse ; to shew how 
exact they were in their obedience ; and that nothing was 
done according to their own reason and opinion, but all 
according to the Divine precept, without addition or de* 
traction. They are the words of the author of Sepher Cos- 
ri, (par. iii. n. 23.) who well observes, that all was done and 
brought to perfection by two things, w T hich arc the pillars 
of the law: the one is, that the law is from God; and the 
other, that it be" accepted by the church with a faithful 
heart. And thus was the tabernacle ordered by the Divine 
precept; and it was made by the whole church or congre- 
gation, (xxy. 2.) 

And Moses blessed them.] Both the workmen, who had 
done their work faithfully ; and the children of Israel, who 
had contributed the materials, and also now, together with 
Bezaleel and the rest of the artificers, presented the whole 
to him, 

CHAP, XL. 

Ver. 1. JjLND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] After 
he had taken a survey of all the work beforcmcntionccl, 
God gave him the following command, in the latter end (it 
is probable) of the twelfth month. 

Ver. 2. On the first day of the first month.] Of the second 
year after their coming out of Egypt, (ver. 17.) which was 
a complete year (within fourteen days) after that great 
deliverance. 

Shalt thou setup the tabernacle of the tent of the co7igre~ 
gation.] This is a full description of the place, which was 
made for a habitation of the Divine Majesty, (xxv. 8.) and 
therefore called mischchan, which we translate tabernacle, 
but properly signifies a dwelling. It/was a moveable house, 
to be set up and taken down as there was occasion ; and 
therefore called ohel, a tent ; such as shepherds dwell in, 
(Gen. iv. 24. See xxix. 11. of this book.) Or, the word 
tabernacle may be thought to signify, the inward part of 
this house ; as tent, the outward part, which covered the in- 
ward. (See ver. 17. 19. 29.) 

Why it is called ohelnioed [the tent of the congregation] 
see xxix. 44. 

Ver. 3. And thou shalt put therein the ark of the testi- 
mony.] This was the principal end of building this house, 
that God (as was said before) might dwell among them; 
and his residence was over this ark. Which therefore is 
ordered, in the first place, to be brought into the holy of 
holies, prepared for it as soon as the house was erected. 
Why called the ark of the testimony, see xxvi. 20, 21. 

And cover the ark with the veil] Which hung before it ; 
that nobody (not the priests themselves) might sec it 
(xxvi. 33.) 
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* Ver. 4. And thoushalt bring in the table, &c] When the 
ark was placed in the holiest of all,' then the table, with all 
belonging unto it, and the candlestick (whose lamps were 
to be lighted) are ordered to be feet ih the sanctuary, which 
was divided by the veil from the bther, (xxvi. 35.) 

Ver. 5. And thou shalt set the altar of gold for the in- 
cense before the ark of the testimony.] See xxx. 6. 

And put the hangings of the door to the tabernacle.'] 
See xxvi. 36, 37. This is ordered to be hung up, when the 
table, candlestick, and altar of incense, were put into. the 
holy place, because there were no more things but these 
tjiree to be there. 

Ver. 6. And thou shalt stt the altar of burnt-offering, 
&c] In this and the two following verses, he is ordered to 
place the altar of burnt-offering, and the laver, as he had 
been before directed, (xxx. 18.) and to set up the outward 
court, and the hanging at the gate of it, in order to place 
the altar and the laver there, (xxvii. 9, &c.) 

Ver. 9. And thou shalt take the anointing oil.] Men- 
tioned xxx. 53, &c. Every thing being disposed in its 
proper place, now follows their consecration. For they 
were not consecrated separately, before the house was 
erected, and its furniture brought in : but after every thing 
was set in thfc order which God appointed. 

And anoint the tabernacle and all that is therein, &c] 
As was before directed, and now ordered to be put in 
execution xxx. 20 — 29. where this and the two following 
verses are explained. 

Ver. 12. And thou shalt bring Aaron and his soiis to the 
door of the tabernacle.] The laveT being sanctified, (ver. 
11.) many think that the sanctification of Aaron and his 
sons (z. e. their separation to their office) began in their 
being washed with water. But I look upon this as a mis- 
take, there being a" washing prescribed, before the laver 
was ordered, (xxix. 4.) where they were to wash only when 
they went in to minister, (xxx. 19—21 .) 

Ver. 13. And thou shalt put upon Aaron the holy gar- 
ments.] Mentioned in the twenty-eighth chapter. 

And anoint and sanctify him, &c] See xxx. 30, 31. 

Ver. 14. And thou shalt bring his sons and clothe them 
with coats.] See xxvii. 40, 41. 

Ver. 15. And thou shalt anoint them, as thou didst their 
father.] See concerning this xxix. 7. where both their 
anointing and their father's is explained. 

For their anointing sJtall surely be an everlasting priest- 
hood, &c] Not only consecrate them to the priest's office 
as long as they live; butconsecrate their posterity also, 
who shall need no' other anointing in succeeding genera- 
tions: but minister to God by virtue of this anointing, as 
long as that priesthood lasted. So the Hebrews interpret 
it. None of them needed in aftertimes, saith It. Levi ben 
Gersom (upon 1 Kings i.) to be anointed, but only the 
high-priest; whose successors were to be anointed, as they 
gather from Lcvit. vi. 22. " The priest of his sons, who 
shall be anointed in his stead," &c. (See Selden de Suc- 
cession, in Pontificat. lib. ii. cap. 9.) 

Ver. 1G. Thus did Moses; according to all that the Lord 
commanded him, so did he.'] He took the same care in 
erecting the tabernacle, and disposing every thing in its 
place, that the workmen had done in making all things ac- 
cording to God's mind, (xxxix. 43.) 

Ver. 17, 18, &c. And it came to pass, in the first month, 
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&c] This and the following verses to ver. 34. give an 
account of the execution of what God commanded, in the 
foregoing part of this chapter. But it is not easy to re- 
solve, whether every thing was executed at this very time, 
or no. For full understanding of which, it will be neces- 
sary to mark diligently the order wherein God requires all 
the foregoing commands to be performed. And first he 
bids him set up the tabernacle, and put every thing belong- 
ing to it in its place, ver. 2, 3. and so forward to ver, 9. 
And next, to consecrate it, and all the veissels thereof, with 
the altar of burnt-offerings and its vessels; &c. (ver. 9 — 11.) 
And then to proceed id consecrate Aaron and his sons, 
(vet. 12 — 15.) Ntiw it is expressly here affirmed, that 
Moges did viferform the first of these, that is, set up the ta- 
bernacle, and put every thing appertaining to it ih its right 
place, oh thfe first day of the first month of the second 
year after their coming out of Egypt. At which time we 
must suppose also be began to consecrate it, and spent 
seven days ih thfe consecration of it and of the altar of 
burnt-offering, as is appointed xxix. 37. But the* difficulty- 
is to determine, when he consecrated Aaron and his sons, 
as he is here required, in which seven days were also 
spent, as we read Lev. viii. Some think there were but 
seven days in all set apart for this work, and consequently 
they were consecrated together. So Torniellus in his An* 
rials, and Abulensis before him, who follow Seder Olam 
and other Jewish writers, who are of this opinion. The 
ground of which is, that the tabernacle being erected on 
the first day of the month beforementioned, and its conse- 
cration finished on the eighth, there was a solemn Passover 
kept upon the fifteenth, (Numb. ix. 1, 2, &c.) which could 
not be held, they suppose, unless there were priests to 
offer the Passover: who therefore were consecrated at the 
Same time with the tabernacle; because on the eighth day 
another business began, which was the offering made by 
the princes of the tribes, every one in their day, (Numb, 
vii. 1.) But the principal ground is, that, in Lev. viii. 10, 
11, &c. Moses speaks of the anointing (i. e. consecrating) 
the altar, and of consecrating Aaron and his sons, as done 
both at the same time. But there is a weighty objection 
against all this; which is, that in the consecration of Aaron 
and his sons, there were three sacrifices offered upon the 
altar, one for a sin-offering, another for a burnt-offering, 
and the ram of consecration for a peace-offering, (Lev. viii. 
4. 18. 22.) None of which coiild be acceptable for their 
sanctification, till the altar itself was made holy. And 
therefore the seven days appointed for that purpose were 
ended, before the consecration of the priests began, which 
fcontinu'ed seven days more ; and then the next day was 
the feast of unleavened bread. Which was famous on a 
double account; first, because it was the first day of un- 
leavened bread; and then it was the octaves of the conse- 
cration. * And this appears more plainly from Lev. i. 1 
where we find the following commands were given to Moses 
out of the tabernacle by the Divine Majesty; whe^ there- 
fore dwelt there, when he commanded the priest to be 
consecrated, which he did not till the tabernacle was 
Solemnly consecrated to be his habitation. There th6 
priests also are commanded to abide during the seven 
days of their consecration, (Lev. viii. 33.) which shews 
that all things belonging to its sanctification were finished, 
before their consecratkm/ began. As to that which is 
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alleged from" Lev. viii. 10, 11, &c. I shall consider it 
there. . . 

Vcr. 19. And lie spread abroad the tent over the taber- 
nacle.] The ohel, which we translate tent, sometimes signi- 
fies the whole house of God, (see ver. 19.) but here only the 
external part of it, which covered that which was properly 
called mischchan [the tabernacle.] Which Moses having 
erected with all its sockets, boards, bars, and pillars, ver. 
18. (and hung it, we must suppose, with the inward hang- 
ings, which were the-richest), he spread abroad over them 
the curtains of goats' hair, called the ten«,(xxyi.ll.) to.be 
a covering over the tabernacle, (xxvi. 7.*xxxvi. 14.19.) 
So the tabernacle was a house within a house,, inclosed 
with strong walls (as we call them) to securo it from the 
injury of the weather. 

And put the covering of the tent upon it.] Mentioned in 
xxvi. 14. 

Ver. 20. And he took and put the testimony into the ark.] 
The two tables of stone, as he had been commanded, x£v. 
16. which he mentions again in the repetition of the law, 
(Deut. x. 5.) Hence the ark is called the ark of the cove- 
nant or testimony, in the next Verse, and vcr. 3. of this 
chapter. 

Ver. 21. And he brought the ark into the tabernacle.] It 
is probable that he had placed the ark, after it was made, 
in his own tent, which for the present was called the taber- 
nacle qfthe congregation, and had the glory of the Lord in 
it, (xxxiii. 7. 9.) but now he brought it into this tabernacle, 
which by God's order was prepared for it. 
- And set tip the veil of the severing, &c] See ver. 3, 

Ver. 22. And he put the table in the tent qfthe congrega- 
fion.] Here the whole house is called the ohel (or tent J, as 
I observed upon ver. 19. But immediately the word miscli- 
chan (which we translate tabernacle) is used, as the most 
proper expression for the inside of the house, as the other 
most properly denotes the outside of it. All is made more 
clear in the thirty-fourth verse; where we read that the 
cloud covered the tent of the congregation, that is, the out- 
side of the house ; and the glory of the Lord filled the ta- 
bernacle within. Though afterward, (ver. 38.) the cloud is 
said to be upon the tabernacle, as (ver. 3G.) it is said to -be 
over the tabernacle, because it was over the tent which 
covered it. 

[ Ver. 25. And he lighted the lamps before the Lord, &c] 
In this, and all that follows, of burning sweet incense, (ver. 
27.) offering the burnt-offering and meat-offering, (ver. 29.) 
Moses acted as a priest, appointed by an extraordinary 
commission from God, only for this time; that he might 
consecrate the house of God, and the priests that were to 
minister therein ; which being done, his priesthood ceased. 
And he did all that is mentioned in these verses, w T hen the 
tabernacle was consecrated, and the glory of the Lord had 
filled it; testifying the Divine presence to be there. 

Ver. 31. And Moses, and Aaron, and his sons, washed 
their hands, &c] This shews that Moses acted now as a 
priest, and therefore washed himself before he went to sa- 
crifice at the altar, as the priests afterward were always 
bound to do, (xxx. 19—21.) But it must be understood, that 
neither this washing here spoken of, nor his offering sacri- 
fice, mentioned ver. 29. was till some days after this. (See 
ver. 17.) 

Ver. 33 So Moses finished the work.] And then anointed 



the tabernacle, and all contained in it, according to God's 
order, (ver. 9 — 11.) The execution of which, though now 
not here mentioned in so many words, is expressly said to 
be on the same day that he had completely set up the ta- 
bernacle, (Numb. vii. 1.) 

Vcr. 34. Then a cloud (or, then the cloud) covered the 
tent of the congregation.] After it was anointed and sancti- 
fied for the Divine residence (and the princes, perhaps, had 
also finished that large offering which we read, Numb. vii. 
was made on this day), God was pleased to fill this place 
with his glorious presence. For the cloudy pillar, which 
descended upon Moses's tent, and stood there before the 
door of it, (xxxiii. 9.) removed now from thence, and came 
hither ; not standing at.the door of it in the form of a pillar, 
but spreading itself all over the outside of the tabernacle, 
so that it was covered with it, as we read also Numb. ix. 15. 

And the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.] See 
ver. 22. . What God promised, (xxv. 8. 22.) he now per- 
formed, notwithstanding their revolt from him, by worship- 
ping the golden calf. Which made him withdraw himself 
from them, (xxxiii. 7,&c.) till, upon Moses's earnest inter- 
cession for them, and their repentance, he graciously con- 
sented to return to them, and abide among them, (ver. 14, 
15, &c.) As he now did by settling his glorious presence in 
this tabernacle, which was set up in the midst of them. 
For, whereas the other tabernacle of Moses w f as removed 
a mile or two from their camp, (xxxiii. 7.) this tabernaclo 
was pitched (a month after this, Numb. i. 1.) in the midst 
of their camps, as we read Numb. ii. 2. 17. 
« Ver. 35. And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of 
the co?igregation.] For the glory of the Lord shone so bright 
and so strong, beyond all that it had ever done, that no eye 
could look upon it. And it filled not only the most holy 
place, but the whole body of the tabernacle; so that he 
durst not adventure to come within it till he was called, 
(Lev. i. 1.) After which time he seems to have had liberty 
to go in unto God when he pleased, (Numb. vii. 89. ix. 8, 9.) 
For after this great day, the glory of the Lord retired into 
the most holy place, within the veil ; and resided constantly 
there, over the ark of the testimony : from whence he spake 
to Moses, when he came to consult him in the holy place. 
(See the forementioned Numb. vii. 89.) Whence he is said 
to dwell between the chei^ubims; though, on some occasions, 
this glory appeared without upon the tabernacle, (but over 
the ark, it is likely, Numb. xvi. 42.) And so perhaps it did, 
(xi. 17. 25.) and sometimes at the door of the tabernacle, 
(Deut. xxxi. 14, 15.) 

Because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the 
Lord filled the house.] The cloud and the glory of the Lord 
were not two different things; but one and the same, as the 
pillar of cloud and of fire were. For outwardly it was a cloud, 
and inwardly a fire: and, accordingly, here the external 
part of it covered the tabernacle without; while the inter- 
nal part shone in full glory within the house. Thus it was 
upon Mount Sinai, where Moses is said to f € draw near to 
the thick darkness where God was," (xx. 21.) that is, the 
glory of the Lord was in that thick darkness. And so we 
read before, that "the glory of the Lord appeared in the 
cloud," (xvi. 10.) And so those words are to be interpreted, 
xxiv. 16. " The glory of the Lord abode upon Mount 
Sinai, and the cloud covered it (that is, covered the glory 
of the Lord, not the mount) six days." After which, on the 
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seventh day, the glory of the Lord broke through it, and 
appeared like devouring fire, in the sight of all the people, 
(ver. 17.) 

Ver. 36. And when the cloud was taken tip from over the 
tabernacle, the children of Israel went onward in their jour- 
neys.'] That is, the Lord {whose glorious presence was in 
this'cloud) led and conducted them in all their removals. 
And therefore they are said to have journeyed at the com- 
mandment of the Lord : because when the cloud (wherein 
the Lord was) was taken up, then they journeyed, (Numb. 
ix. 17, 18. 20. 23.) 

Ver. 37. But ij the cloud were not taken up, then they 
journeyed not till the day that it was taken up.] They were 
wholly governed by its motions, and followed its direc- 
tions. 

Ver. 38. For the cloud of the Lord.] So it is called also 
in Numb. x. 34. because the glory of the Lord was in it. 

Was upon the tabernacle by day.] And so it was by 
night, but then had another appearance, as it here follows. 

And fire was on it by night] The fire and the cloud (as I 



said ver. 35.) w r ere not different things ; but the same pillar 
which was dark by day, when there was no need of light, 
shone like fire by night, when the dark part of it could not 
be seen, to lead and conduct them. It appeared, therefore, 
like a cloud by day, and turned the light side to them (which 
was as bright as fire) by night, that they might march, if 
there were occasion, by its direction, both day and night. 
And thus it is described, xiii. 21, 22. Numb. ix. 15, 16, 
&e. And so this verse may be translated, the cloud' of the 
Lord was upon the tabernacle by day, and the fire was [bo] 
in it (L e. in the cloud) by night. For so they are elsewhere 
described, as one within the other: (Deut. v. 22.) " The 
Lord spake unto all your assembly out of the midst of the 
fire of the cloud, and of the thick darkness." 
f In the sight of all the children of Israel, throughout all 
their journeys.] The whole congregation had constantly 
this comfortable token of God's presence among them, by 
the cloud in the day-time, and fire in the night : which never 
left them all the time they were in the wilderness, but 
brought them to Canaan. 



THE 



THIRD BOOK OF MOSES, 



CALLED 



LEVITICUS. 



CHAP. I. 

X HE Greeks and Latins give itthisname of Leviticus, 
not because it treats of the ministry of the Levites, pro- 
perly so called (of which the book of Numbers gives 
a fuller account than this book doth), but because it con- 
tains the laws about the religion of the Jews, consisting 
principally in various sacrifices; the charge of which was 
committed to Aaron the Levite, (as he is called Exod. iv. 
14.) and to his sons, who alone had the office of priesthood 
in the tribe of Levi : which the apostle therefore calls a 
Leviticnl priesthood, Heb. vii. 11. 

Ver. 1. And the Lord called unto Moses.] That is, bade 
him draw near, and not be afraid, because of the glory of 
that light which was in the tabernacle, (Exod. xl. 35.) For 
this is a word oflove, as the Hebrew doctors speak: who 
observe, that God is not said to call the prophets of the 
gentiles; but we only read that God jikar, met Balaam; 
not jikra, called to him, as he did here to Moses. Who, 
as Procopius Gazscus hath well observed upon this word, 
appointed no service of God, in his house which he had 
lately erected, without his order: whereas the worship 
performed in the honour of demons, was without any 
authority from him. Nay, there were magical operations 



in it, and invocation of demons ; and certain tacit obliga- 
tions w r hich their priests contracted with them. For which 
he produces Porphyry as a witness.' 

And spake unto him out of the tabernacle.] Hitherto he 
had spoken to him out of heaven, or out of a cloud; but 
now out of his own house. Into which, it is not here said 
he bade him come (as he did afterwards when the glory of 
the Lord dwelt only in the inner part of the house, over the 
ark), but he stood, it is likely, without the door of the ta- 
bernacle, till the sacrifices were appointed (as it here fol- 
lows), and the' high-priest entered into it with the blood of 
expiation. I can find no time in which this can so proba- 
bly be supposed to have been done, as immediately after the 
consecration of the tabernacle, as soon as the glory of the 
Lord entered into it. And so I find Hesyehius understood 
it, who, observing this book to begin with the word And, 
which is a conjunction used to join what follows with that 
which goes before, thence concludes, that the beginning of 
this book is knit to the conclusion of the last; and conse- 
quently what is here related was spoken to Moses oh the 
same day he had set up the tabernacle, and the glory of 
the Lord filled it. When Moses might well think (as the 
Jerusalem Targum explains it), that if Mount Sinai was so 
exalted by the Divine presence there for a short space, 
that it was not safe for him to approach it, much less come 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



342 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap. 11 



tip into it, till God commanded him; ho had much moro 
reason not to go into the tabernacle, which was sanctified 
to bo God s dWelling-placc for ever, till God called to him 
by a voice from his presence : nay, he durst not so |much 
as come near the door, where I suppose he now stood, 
without a particular direction from the Divino Majesty. 

Vcr. 2. Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto 
them.'] The tabernacle being erected, it wrts lit, in thfe next 
place, to appoint the service that Should be performed in 
it: which consisted in such sacrifices as are here mentioned 
in the beginning of this book. There could not be a mote 
natural order, in setting down the laws delivered by MoscS, 
than this which is her6 observed. 

If any man of you bring.] It is the observation of Kim* 
chi, that in the very beginning of the laws about sacrifices, 
God doth not require them to offer any, but drily supposes 
they would ; having been long accustomed to it, as all the 
world then was. To this he applies the words of Jere- 
miah, vii. 21. and takes it for an indication, that otherwise 
God would not have given so many laws concerning sacri- 
fices, but only in compliance with the usage of the world ; 
which could not then have been quite broken, without the 
hazard of a revolt from him. And therefore they arc di- 
rected to the right object, the eternal God; and limited to 
such things as were most agreeable to human nature. 

An offering nnto the Lord.] The Hebrew word korban, 
which we translate an offering, and the Greeks translate a 
gift, is larger than zebach, which we translate a sacrifice. 
( For, as Abarbinel observes in his preface to this book, 
though every sacrifice was an offering, yet every offering 
was not a sacrifice. A sacrifice being an offering that was 
slain ; but there were several offerings of inanimate things 
(as those mentioned in the beginning of the second chapter 
of this book), which therefore were not properly sacrifices; 
but were accepted of God as much as the offering of beasts, 
when they had nothing better to give. And therefore the 
same Abarbinel will have the name of korfyan to be given 
to these offerings, because thereby men approached to God. 
For it is derived from a word which signifies to draw near : 
from whence he thinks those words in Deuteronomy, iv. 7. 
"What nation is there that hath God so nigh unto them," &c. 
Ye shall bring.] He speaks in the plural number, say 
$ome of the Hebrew doctors (who have accurately con- 
sidered these things), to shew that two men might join to- 
gether to offer one thing. 

Your offering of the cattle.] I do not know what ground 
Maimonidcs had to assert, in his More Ncvochim, (par. 
iii. cap. 46.) that the heathen in those days had brute beasts 
in great veneration, and would not kill them (for it is no 
argument there was such a superstition in Moses's time, 
because there were people in the days of Maimonidcs, as 
there arc now, who, were possessed with such opinions). 
But he thinks God intended to destroy this false persua- 
sion, by requiring the Jews to offer such beasts as are here 
mentioned ; that what the heathen thought it a great sin to 
kill, might be offered to God, and thereby men's sin be ex- 
piated. By this means, saith he, men's evil opinions, 
which arc the diseases and ulcers of the mind, were cured; 
as bodily diseases are by their contraries. Yet in the 
thirty-second chapter of that book, he saith, God ordered 
sacrifices to be offered, that he might not wholly alter the 
customs of mankind, who built temples, and offered sacri- j 



ficcs every where; taking care (it may be added) at the 
same time, that they should be offered only to himself, at 
one certain place, and after such a manner, as to preserve 
his people from all idolatrous rites : which if they had con- 
sidered, who contemned this hook of Leviticus (as Proco- 
pius Gazseus tells us some did) because it treated too much 
of sacrifices, they would not havfc thought it unworthy the 
Creator of the world, especially if they had looked further 
to the wisdom hidden under these things ; which were ex- 
amples, shadows, and patterns of heavenly things, as tho 
apostle speaks, (Heb. viii. 4. ix. 13.) And so was the ta- 
bernacle itself, a figure (as We redd ver. 9.) " for the time 
present, of a greater and mdfc perfect tabernacle, not mado 
with hands'." 

Even of the herd and of the flock.] That is, bullocks, 
sheep, and goats. F6r under tlte w6rd tzoh (which wo 
translatc^oci^ both sheep and goats are comprehended. 
And so Moses expourids hhris^lf, ter. 10. These were the 
principal sacrifices, &nd most acceptable to God, as Abar- 
binel observes in the forenamed place. For though doves 
and turtles were accepted when men were not able to bring 
the other; yet in public sacrifices these birds were never 
allowed : but only the three sorts of four-footed beasts be- 
forementioned. SVhich were therefore chosen (as he pro- 
ceeds) because these were tho most excellent of all brute 
creatures, on several accounts ; and because they were not 
hard to be found, but easily procured: and therefore no 
wild beasts were required to be offered, because God would 
not impose upon his people (as his words are) so great a 
burden, as to bring him that which could not be got with- 
out some difficulty. For which cause, also, young pigeons 
and turtles were only offered among birds. He gives other 
reasons for this, which seem to me very far-fetched, and 
therefore I shall not mention them. But this I may further 
add, that as they were the most ready at hand, and in com- 
mon use among men at their tables (which he should have 
noted as the plainest reason of all), so they had been in 
most ancient use among religious people in their sacri- 
fices. (Sec Gen. xv. 9.) And it is very likely they were ' 
restrained peculiarly to these, that they might not follow 
the customs of the gentiles ; as they would have done, had 
they not been abridged in their liberty. Now though we 
find in Homer mention made of hecatombs (which were a 
sacrifice of a hundred oxen), and of perfect lambs and 
goats, whereby Achilles hoped Apollo might be appeased, 
and moved to cease the plague he hnd sent upon the Greeks ; 
yet there was no more ancient sacrifice among the heathen, 
if we may bdieve themselves, than that of swine. Which 
made that learned Roman, Varro, derive the tfordvc (which 
is the Greek word for that creature) from $v$, i. e. from a 
sacrifice, because it was most anciently offered to their 
gods; there being no more delicious food at their own ta- 
bles than swines* flesh. (Sec Pctrus Castcllanus dc Esu 
Carnium, lib. ii. cap. 1.) And afterward they also sacri- 
ficed not only harts to Diana, but horses to the sun^ wolves 
to Mars, nay, dogs to Hecate ; whereby they destroy the 
very nature of sacrifices, or at least of sacrifical feasts ; in 
which people had communion with the gods whom they 
worshipped, by partaking at their table. For who would 
endure to cat of such meat as horse-flesh, and the flesh of 
wolves, nay asses, which were offered to Priapus? 

Vcr. p. If his offering be a burnt-sacrifice.] Having pre- 
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scribed what sort of creatures should be offered, he first 
directs them about their holocausts, as the Greeks call 
them, which were wholly burnt upon the altar; and were 
the most ancient sacrifices that had been in the world. 
They are often mentioned by the Greeks, particularly by 
Xenophon in his Cyropaedia, lib. vjii. where he saith, 
wXoKavTbjaav robg raipovg, &c. they sacrificed whole burnt- 
offerings of oxen to Jupiter, and afterward of horses to 
the sun. (See Bochart. lib. ii. Hierozoic. cap. 33. par, i.) 
Sometimes, indeed, the heathen burnt only a part, and re- 
served the rest to feast upon, as he there observes : but 
among the Jews *vo man ever paTtook of these offerings. 
For there being four sorts of sacrifices prescribed by the 
la\v,(Abarbinel observes in his preface to this book, cap. 2.) 
the whole burnt-offerings, the sin-offerings, the trespass-offer- 
ings, and the peace-offerings; there was this difference 
made between them; that, of the first of these, whether it 
was a public or a private whole burnt-offering, nobody 
partook, no, not the priests themselves; but it was entirely 
consumed except the skin. Of the second, some part was 
burnt; the rest the priests had, and were to eat it in the 
court of the tabernacle (though there was one sort of sin- 
offering which was wholly consumed, as the burnt-offerings 
were). The third sort, which w r ere trespass-offerings, were 
only offered for private persons; some parts of which, as 
in the former, were burnt upon the altar, and the rest eaten 
by the priests. As for the last (the peace-offering), some 
parts of such sacrifices were burnt on the altar, the priest 
had the breast and the right shoulder; and the remainder, 
he that brought the sacrifice ate with his friends. I shall 
add no more, but that these whole burnt-offerings seem to 
have been simple acknowledgments of God, the Creator 
of the world, and testifications that they owned him to 
be their Lord, and continued in covenant with him, and im- 
plored his blessing upon them. And therefore, with respect 
to the first and last of these considerations, the gentiles 
were permitted to bring these sacrifices (as the Jews tell 
us), but no other whatsoever, to be offered unto God. 

Of the herd.'] As burnt-offerings were the principal sacri- 
fices, and therefore mentioned in the first place, so those 
of beeves were the chief of all burnt-offerings, both among 
the Jews and among the gentiles. Whence fiovSrurdv, to 
sacrifice oxen, became a proverb for a magnificent enter- 
tainment. 

Let him offer a mate.'] These were accounted the best, 
and therefore principally appointed. And so they were 
among the heathen ; insomuch, that the Egyptians offered 
only ipawag twv j3owv, (as Herodotus tells us, lib. ii. cap. 
41.) and thought it unlawful to offer females. Which shews 
that Moses did not conform his laws to their customs, for 
he admitted the sacrifice of females, (iii. 1.) Nay, it was 
particularly prescribed in some cases, (Numb. xix. 2.) 

Without blemish.] Or perfect, as the Hebrew word ta- 
mim signifies. Which word Homer expressly uses, when 
Achilles speaks about the sacrifice to Apollo, 

• apvvv Kvi<7<7t\v alywv te reXefwv. 

For to the gods (as Eustathius there observes) who are 
most perfect, irpQaayziv xprj rlkua, the most perfect things 
ought to be offered. The like passage a very learned 
friend of mine, now with God (Dr. Outram), observes out 
of the scholiast upon Aristophanes's Acharnenses, (lib. i. 



de Sacrificiis, cap. 9. sect. 3.) where more may be seen to 
the same purpose. Now that is perfect in which there is 
no defect in any part, and is pot decayed by age. For 
which reason, Abarbinel observes, great care is taken in 
the law, that this; sort of creatures were to be offered be- 
fore they were three years old ; and the other sorts before 
they w r ere two. 

He shall offer it of his own voluntary will.] In this trans- 
lation we follow the opinion of the Jews, who refer this to 
the persons that brought this offering; which they might 
do when they pleased. The like expressions we read xixi 
5. xxii. 19. But the LXX. thought it hath respect to 
God; and so the phrase maybe interpreted, he shall bring 
it for his acceptation, i. e. that he may find a favourable 
acceptance with God. 

At the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.] Where 
the altar of burnt-offering was placed, (Exod. xl. G. 29.) 
.And this was so necessary, that it is required upon pain of 
death to be brought hither, and offered in no other place, 
(xvii. 3,4, &c.) For which cause, it is likely, tlie door of 
the tabernacle is here mentioned rather than the altar; that 
it might be understood to be unlawful to offer at any other 
altar, but that which stood at the door of the tabernacle. 

Before the Lord.] With their faces, to wards that holy 
place where the Divine Majesty dwelt: unto whom the 
sacrifice was brought, and at the door of the tabernacle 
received by the priest, from the hand of the offerer. 

Ver. 4. And he shall pat his hand upon the head of the 
burnt-offering.] Both his hands; as some gather from xvi! 
21. and (as Maimonides saith) he was to do it with all his 
might. This was a right belonging to peace-offerings, as 
well as to burnt-offerings, (iii. 2.) and to sin-offerings also,, 
(iv. 4.) The meaning of which, in this sort of offerings, 
seems to have been, that he who brought the sacrifice re- 
nounced all his interest in it, and transferred it wholly to 
God, unto whose service he entirely devoted it. It being 
like to the old ceremony among the Romans, who laid 
their hands upon their servants when they gave them their 
liberty, and abdicated their own right in them, saying, 
" Hunc hominem liberum esse volo," I will that this man 
be free: which is called manumission. In other offerings 
it had another meaning, as I shall observe in due place: 
and it was imitated by the gentiles, though not without 
the addition of impious superstitions. For they writhed 
back the head of the beast upward, when they sacrificed 
to the gods above; and thrust down its head towards 
the ground, when they sacrificed to their infernal deities ; 
as J. Brentius hath observed in his preface to this book. 

And it shall be accepted for him to make an atonement 
for him.] It shall be so acceptable, as to recommend him 
to the favour of the Divine Majesty. For so the Hebrew 
word caphar seems here to signify, not properly to make 
an atonement (which was the business of a sin-offering), 
but to own him to be in a state of reconciliation with God: 
unto whom he was supposed to give up himself wholly, as 
he did this beast. The Jews, indeed, who stick to the 
literal signification of the word, fancy that these burnt- 
offerings expiated evil thoughts and desires: but there is 
no ground for this in Scripture; and the most that can be 
made of it is, that God accepted his prayers which he 
made in general, for the forgiveness of all his sins, when he. 
laid his hand upon the head of this sacrifice. For it must be 
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here observed, that laying on of hands was always accom- 
panied with prayer, as appears by Jacob's laying them on 
the head of Manasseh and Ephraim, (Gen. xlviii. 14. 16. 
20.)and the high-priest's laying them on the scape-goat, (xvi. 
21. of this book.) Insomuch, that laying on of hands signi- 
fies sometimes in the New Testament to pray, (Matth. xix. 
15. Mark v. 23.) and other places. But if a man had 
committed any sin, there are other sacrifices peculiarly 
appointed by the law for their expiation; which he was 
bound to offer with confession of sin, and prayer to God 
for pardon. 

Ver. 5. And he shall kill the bullock.] That is, the man 
himself who brought it, as Rasi interprets it; or one of the 
Levites, as others understand it: for they killed the pas- 
chal Iamb at that great Passover mentioned 2 Chron. xxx. 
17. as Bochart observes. But he should have added the 
reason of it, which Rasi there gives; that a great many 
of the congregation having not sanctified themselves (as 
we read in that place), therefore the Levites had the charge 
of the killing of the passover, for every one' that was not 
clean, to sanctify them unto the Lord. Otherwise every 
man might kill his own passover, (Exod, xii.'G.) as they 
might do all their other sacrifices. For certain it is, this 
was none of the work of priests, as Maimonides shews in 
a passage mentioned by Dr. Cudworth (in his book con- 
cerning the Lord's Supper, p. 27.) out of Biath Ammik- 
dath: where he quotes this very place to prove, that " the 
killing of the holy things might lawfully be done by a 
stranger; yea, of the most holy things: whether they were 
the holy things of private persons, or of the whole congre- 
gation." The common objection to this is, that none might 
come into the court where the altar was but the priests. 
To which the answer is plain, that upon this occasion 
other persons might come so far within the court, because 
it was indispensably necessary that the man who brought 
the sacrifice should lay his hand upon the head of it; 
which was to be done at the altar when it was to be slain. 

Before the Lord.] See ver. 3, 

And the priests, Aaron's sons, shall bring the blood.] Now 
begins the work of the priests: the receiving of the blood 
and that which immediately followed, belonging to their 
Office. They received it in a bason, (Exod. xxiv. 6.) as the 
manner also was among the heathen ; which our learned 
Sheringham observes upon Codex Joma (p. 85.) out of 
Homer's Odyss. lib. iii. where Thrasymedes is represented 
as cutting the ox asunder with a cleaver; and Perseus as 
receiving the blood in a bason, which he calls a/tvtov. A 
word used in Crete, as Eustathius notes, for such kind of 
vessels; which some think was originally alpviov, from the 
receiving of the blood. 

And sprinkle the blood round about upon the altar, &c] 
That this might be done readily, one priest received the 
blood, and another took it from him, and sprinkled it about 
the altar; or, as the Jews understand it, on every side of 
the altar; which they performed by two sprinklings, at the 
opposite corners of it. Which was a rite also used in 
peace-offerings and trespass-offerings: but in sin-offerings 
the blood was poured out at the foot of the altar: (see 
vii. 2.) Thus the heathen also themselves took care the 
blood of their sacrifices should not run upon the ground, 
but be received, as I said, in vessels prepared for that 



and consecrated to their gods. So Lucian, in his book of 
sacrifices, represents the priest; rb atjaa tm fiw/t<$ wspty4m>, 
as pouring the blood upon the altar. (See DilhciTusDisput. 
Philolog. torn. ii. p. 253.) 

Ver. 6. And he shall slay the burnt-offering.] Next fol- 
lowed the taking off the skin; which God ordered to be 
given to the priests, (vii. 8.) Though the heathen burnt 
skin and all, in some places, as Bochart observes out of 
Plutarch and Lucian in the forenamed place, (Jlieroz. 
par. ii. lib. i. p. 324.) But whose work it was to slay the 
beast, is not here expressed. The Jews say it belonged 
not to the priests to do this, but to the man himself, who 
brought the beast to be offered. For (to shew in brief 
what belonged to the otvners of the sacrifice, and what to 
the priests) it may be fit to note out of Abarbinel,that each 
of them had five things to do. The owner of the sacrifice 
laid his hand upon it, killed, slayed, cut it up, and washed 
the inwards: and then the priest received the blood ih a 
vessel; sprinkled the blood ; put fire on the altar; ordered 
the wood on the fire; and ordered the pieces of the sacri- 
fice upon the wood. And that the beast might more easily 
be slayed, there were eight stone pillars (as the Jews tell 
us in Middoth, cap. 3.) and beams laid over them; in 
each of which there were three iron hooks fixed; that the 
greatest beasts might hang upon the highest, the lesser 
upon the middlemost, and the least of all on the lowest: 
and so be more commodiously stripped of their skins. 'Con- 
cerning this excoriation both Homer and Virgil speak, as 
the aforenamed Dilherrus hath observed in the same 
book, p. 255. 

And ait it into pieces.] This followed the excoriation 
among the gentiles also," as the same author shews. And 
it was done with such accuracy, that Homer saith they 
dissected the sacrifice hnarafxivwq and irtpuppaSi wg : from 
whence some great men have thought St. Paul borrowed 
the word opSorofitlv, to express the care the ministers of 
the gospel should have, in dividing rightly the word of 
truth, (2 Tim. ii. 15.) These pieces were not the very same 
in bullocks and goats, that they were in sheep, as will ap- 
pear afterward'; and therefore the greater care wa sto be 
used in the cutting of them ; especially when, besides those 
parts which were offered to God, the priests and the people 
were to have their share also. 

Ver. 7. And the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire 
upon the altar.] This, as I said before, was one of the works 
of the priests : who did not put fire daily upon the altar, 
(for being once kindled, they were to keep it always burn- 
ing, vi. 13.) but stirred it up, and blowed the coals. Which 
is meant by giving fire, as the phrase is in the Hebrew; 
that is, disposing itsothat it might burn quick. Yet, if the 
fire were taken off from the altar, as when they removed the 
camp, (Numb. iv. 14.) none might lay it on again but the 
priest. Or, if it were extinct, as it was in the days of Ahaz, 
who shut up the door of the house of God, wliich was not 
opened till Hezekiah reigned, (2 Chron. xxviii. 24. xxix. 
34.) none but they might kindle it again. 

And lay the tvood in order upon the fire.] This the priests 
did every morning and every night, that the fire might be 
preserved from* going out. And when the time of the morn- 
ing and evening sacrifice came, they brought new wood, and 
laid it in such order upon the fire, that it might the better 



purpose; and then poured upon their altars, aud so offered j consume the parts of the sacrifice that were laid thereon, 
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Ver. 8. And the priests, Aaron's sons, shall lay the parts, 
the head and the fat.] The Hebrew word peder doth not 
simply signify the fat (for which they have another word, 
cheleb), but that fat which is separated from the rest of the 
flesh. So it is to be understood here, and in iii. 9. iv. 3d. 
Which being gathered together, and thrown into the fire, 
fed the flame, andmade it burn more fiercely: by which 
means the other parts, into which the sacrifice was divided/ 
were the more easily and the sooner consumed. Particu- 
larly, St. Jerome takes it for that fat which adhered to the 
liver : and both Solomon Jarchi and David Kimchi observe, 
that this peder was thrown upon the head of the sacrifice 
(when it was cast into the fire), just in the place where the 
head was cut off from the body; because, otherwise, the gore 
which issued from it might have extinguished the flame, 
(See Exod. xxix. 17.) 

In order upon the wood, &c] That they might lie upon 
the wood, so as to have the same situation in the altar that 
they had in the beast when it was alive. So Maimonidcs 
in Maase Korban, cap. G. 

Ver. 9. But his inivards and his legs shall he wash in 
water.'] These parts were not to be burnt upon the altar till 
they were well cleansed by washing them in water. For 
which end there was a private room afterward, in the court 
of the temple (as now, it is likely, there was in the taberna- 
cle), called the washing-room, (as we find in Codex Mid- 
doth, cap. 5. sect. 2.) There they having washed them pri-' 
vately, and freed the inwards from their filth, they brought 
them into the court, where there were two marble tables, be- 
tween the pillars beforementioned, (ver. G.) and there they 
were washed more exactly, as wc read in the same book, 
(cap. 3. sect. 5.) Where Const. L'Empereur observes, out 
of Il.Hobadia, the reason why they used to lay the flesh 
upon such tables, was, because marble made it cold and 
stiff, and preserved it from stinking in very hot weather. 

And the priest shall burn all on the altar.] From whence 
this sacrifice is called ischeh, an offering made by fire (from 
isch, which signifies fire), because it was altogether con- 
sumed in the fire; and no part of it left, so much as for the 
priest to eat of it. 

Of a sweet savour unto the Lord.] i. e. Most acceptable. 
For it is a form of speech taken from men, who arc de- 
lighted with the good scent and taste of meat and drink. 
But none can reasonably imagine jt was the mere sacrifice 
that was pleasing unto God, but, as Conrad. Pellieanus 
well notes, the devotion, faith, obedience, and sincerity of 
their minds who made the oblation. 

Ver. 10. And ifhisoffering be of the flocks, namely, of the 
sheep or of the goats, &c] If a man were not able to bring 
a bullock for a burnt-sacrifice (which could not be so well 
spared, being of great use in agriculture), he might bring 
one of these creatures, which were of less value ; only per- 
fect in their kind, as it here follows. 

He shall bring it a male without blemish] See Exod. 
xii. 5. What the blemishes were, that made any animal 
unfit to be offered on the altar, Moses tells us in this book, 
xxii. 22 — 24. where he mentions twelve, which shall bo 
there considered. 

Ver. 11. And he shall kill it on the side of the altar north* 
ivard.] The greater sacrifices, which the Jews call the most 
holy things, had this peculiar place assigned them, where 
they were to be killed, viz. all the burnt-offerings (whether 
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of bullocks, sheep, or goats), and all offerings for sin, (vi. 
25.) and all trespass-offerings, (vii, 2.) But all the other sa- 
crifices, which they call the lesser holy things (such as" the 
peace-offerings of particular men,, the ])aschal lamb, the 
first-born, and that which was tithed), might be killed in any 
part Of the court, where the altar stood; there being no 
peculiar place appointed by the law for that purpose,- but' 
only at the entrance of the tabernacle. Yet a peace-offer- 
ing for the whole congregation, was looked upon as belong-' 
ing to the things most holy ; and so was slain (as Maimo- 
nides tells us) at the north side of the altar : where there 
were certain rings fixed, to which the head, or, as some 
say, the feet of the beast, was tied, in order to its being 
killed. But they were not perfect rings, as L'Empereur 
observes, being rather half-segments of rings, one part of 
which was fastened to the pavement, and by the other the 
neck of the beast was tied to it. (See Codex Middoth, cap* 
3.. sect. 5.) The reason of this difference seems to be, only 
to make a distinction between these and other sacrifices. 
And all this is to be understood of the four-footed beasts 
beforementioned, not of birds; which were sacrificed after 
another manner, as appears from ver. 15. 

And the priests shall sprinkle his blood round about upon 
the altar.] See ver. 5." and vii. 2. 

Ver. 12. And he shall cut it into his pieces, vnth his head 
and his fat, &c] This verse hath been sufficiently explained, 
ver. 5, 6. 8. 

Ver. 13. And he shall wash the inwards and the tegs, &c] 
Sec ver. 9. where this also is explained. 

It is a burnt-sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a siveet 
savour unto the Lord.] As much as to say, this is as ac- 
ceptable to the Lord as the sacrifice of a bullock, when 
offered with a pious mind. 

Ver. 14. And if the burnt-sacrifice for his offering to the 
Lord be offotvls.] It is well observed by Maimonides, in his 
More Ncvochim, par. iii. cap. 46. that when a man was* 
not able to go to the charge of a sheep or a goat (much lessf" 
of a bullock), God was so merciful as to accept of a bird ; 
only he prescribes of what sort they shoiild be. Nay; he- 
that was not able to be at this expense, was accepted if ha 
offered bread, however prepared, whether in an oven or a 
pan, according to the custom of those times. And he to 
whom this was too great a burden, might worship God, by 
bringing only fine flour, as will appear in the next chapter. 

Then he shall bring his offering of turtle-doves, or of 
young pigeons.] The same author observes, that there was 
a vast plenty of these birds in the land of Canaan; and* 
consequently they were so cheap, that it would put the 
poorer sort to no great charge to bring this oblation. Thesd 
were also very anciently sacrificed, (Gen. xv. 9.) and of a 
gentle nature, (as Procopius and others observe.) And 
pigeons being best when they are young, and turtles when 
full grown, accordingly they are appointed to bring them, 
when they were most esteemed. These are but seldom, 
mentioned in the sacrifices among the gentiles, who offered 
cocks to iEsculapius, and geese to Isis, as we read in several 
of their authors. 

Ver. 15 And the priest shall bring it into the altar, and 
wring off his head.] Pinch it off with his nail (as the Jews 
say) at one of the corners or horns of the altar:, viz. the 
xvhole burnt-offering at the south-east corner, and the sin- 
offering at the north-west, as Maimonidcs saith in his trca- 
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tisc called Korbanolh, cap. 5. But their heads were so 
to be wrung or pinched as not to be separated quite from 
the body, but to be left still hanging to it. For so it is or- 
dered in that sacrifice mentioned v. 8. and therefore they 
suppose it was so in all. 

And the blood thereof shall be wrung out, at the sides of 
the altar.] This is the reason that the priest alone might 
kill the bird, (though others might kill the beast, see ver.5.) 
because the sprinkling of the blood, which none might do 
buttho priest, was immediately conjunct with the wringing 
off its head. 

Ver. Ifi. And he shall pluck away his crop.] Or the sto- 
mach ; that the sacrifice might be clean, and free from all 
filth. 

With his feathers.] Which were no more to be offered, 
than the skin of the beasts, (ver. C.) 

And cast it beside the altar on the east part.] As far as 
might be from the most holy place, which was in the west. 
By the place of the ashes.] See iv. 12. 
Ver. 17. And he shall cleave it with the wings hereof, but 
shall not divide it asunder.] The wings were to be so cloven, 
as not to be quite separated from the body, but still to re- 
main hanging to it : and so salt being sprinkled upon the 
whole body, it was thrown into the fire. So Maimonides 
observes in the forcnamed treatise: where he takes notice, 
also, that it was otherwise m fowls offered for sin; of which 
nothing but the blood belonged to the altar; the flesh of 
them being eaten by the priests and their sons. Whence 
it was, that no sin-offering of birds was accepted, unless it 
were accompanied with, a whole burnt-offering; that the 
altar might not be without a feast, when they that minis- 
tered there were entertained. Thus it is required in several 
cases, mentioned v.7. xii. C. 8. xiv. 22. xv. 15. 30. and 
Numb. vi. 11. The same Maimonides likewise observes, 
that this sacrifice of birds was one of the most difficult 
works in the sanctuary ; whereby the mind of the priest was 
kept as intent upon the poorest sacrifice, as upon the most 
splendid. 

And the priest shall burn it upon the altar, upon the wood 
that is upon the fire.] This was in part said before, but here 
repeated more distinctly, to shew there was no differenco to 
be made between the sacrifices of the meanest and of the 
greatest. 

It is a burnt-sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet 
savour unto the Lord.] The same is said of this, as of all 
other holocausts, (ver. 9. 15.) to shew that whether the ob- 
lation was of the greater animals or of the less, or only of 
birds, it made no difference in its acceptance with God: 
who graciously ordered these various sorts of offerings, 
that the poor as well as the rich might be capable to ex- 
press their devotion to him, and be confident to find favour 
with him. 

CHAP. II. 

Ver. 1. JxND when any will offer a meat-offering unto 
the Lord.] Here is a merciful provision for those, who 
were neither able to offer beasts of any sort, nor birds, 
whomGod ordered to bring meal,(as was observed before 
on the first chapter, ver. 14.) which was called in the He- 
brew language mincah, and by us translated a meat-offering: 



for it was a korban, or gift, aswoll as the foregoing, though 
of a lower sort. And R. Levi Barzelonita thinks this sort 
of mean present (as wo may call it) had the name of 
mincah, because such offerings were very often merely vo- 
luntary; from whence whatsoever is not due among men 
from another is called mincah, a gift. Some of which were 
constant and stated, and also of a determinate quantity; 
being an appendix to the daily burnt-sacrifice, morning 
and evening, as we read Exod. xxix. 3S, 39, &c. But these 
here spoken of were voluntary, when any man's devotion 
inclined him to acknowledge God, and implore his Divine 
blessing. And no certain quantity was prescribed; only 
the Jews say, not less than an ephah was accepted, but as 
much more as they pleased.. See Dr. Outram in his excel- 
lent book Do Sacrifices, p. 90. 

His offering shall be of fine flour.] viz. Of wheat-flour. 
For all the offerings of this kind, whether for the whole con- 
gregation, or particular men, were of pure wheat-flour, 
sifted from the bran; except only the omer of first-fruits 
of their harvest, (xxiii. 13, 14.) and that which was called 
the mincha of jecUpmy, (Numb. v. 15.) which were of 
barley. Of these voluntary offerings there were five sorts, 
as appears by this chapter : for they were either of raw 
meal (mentioned in this verse), or meal made into cakes, 
baked in an oven, (which was of two sorts, ver. 4.) or baked 
in a pan, (ver. 5.) or in a frying-pan, (ver. 7.) The first of 
which was the most ancient, as appears from Gen. iv. 3. 
and from what the heathen say of it; particularly Plato, 
lib. vi. de Legibus, and Pliny, lib. xxx. Nat. Hist. cap. 5* 
where ho saith Nuraa ordered the Romans Deos fruge co- 
lere, &c. And Pausanias, in his Attica, tells us, in the 
porch of the most high Jupiter there was, an altar, where 
they did not offer the sacrifice of beasts, but only of fino 
flour. The same he repeats in his Arcadica, and says this 
was ordained by Cecrops, that they should sacrifice only 
irififiara zirix&pia, which the Athenians in his time called 
irlXavoi. And accordingly Triptolcmus, another of their 
most ancient lawgivers, enacted this as one of his principal 
laws, that they should worship their gods with the fruits 
of the earth. For these three laws of his, Porphyry saith, 
were preserved to his days, Tovug rtfiav, Otovg KapirdiQ ayaX- 
X«v,. Zwa fir) crivtcrSat : (lib. iv. irtpl Airox) to honour their pa- 
rents, worship their gods with the fruits of the earth, and 
hurt no living creature. Which last St. Jerome (lib. ii. ' 
contra Jovin.) translates, not to eat flesh. 
• And he shall pour oil upon it.] Which ^Vas done to give 
this sort of offering a grateful relish, as Maimonides ob- 
serves, par. iii. Moro Novochiin, cap. 4G. The heathen 
used oil in their sacrifices, but not mixed with flour; but 
poured upon the flesh of the beast that was sacrificed, 'to 
make it burn the better upon the altar. So that of Virgil 
shews, (iEncid. yL) 

" Pinguc superquc oleum fundens ardentibus cxtis." 

And put frankincense thewon.] To make a sweet odour 
in the court of the tabernacle, which otherwise would have 
been offensive, by reason, of the flesh, that was burnt there 
daily, as the same Maimonides speaks in theplace before- 
named. When they came into, the land of Canaan, where 
they were required (Numb, xy. 2, 3, &c.) to take care that 
this mincah, or meat-offering, should attend, all the free- 
will-offerings of beasts, as well as, the daily morning and 
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evening sacrifice, there is no frankincense appointed; but 
a certain quantity of wine, which perhaps was instead of 
it (having a fragrant smell), and was not required in the 
offering here mentioned. Both these were common in th6 
sacrifices of the gentiles, as appears by this single passage 
in Ovid. lib. v. de Tristibus, Elcg. 5. 

" Da mihi thura, puer, pingues facientia flammas, 
Quodque pio fusum stridat in ighe merum." 

Ver. 2. And he shall bring it.] In a silver dish, or of 
some other metal, (as R. Levi of Barcelona expounds it, 
Precept exvi.) wherein he delivered it to the priest, who 
carried it to the altar, and presented it to God by lifting it 
up over his head ; and, as the Jews generally say, turning 
it about to all the four quarters of the AVorld, ill token that 
it xrhs offered to the Possessot of heaVen and of earth. 

To Aaron's sons, the priests.] To one of them that mihis^ 
tered at the altar that day this offering was brought, as ap- 
pears by the next words. 

And he shall take thereout his handful of the flour thereof.] 
As much as he could take up between his fingers, saith the 
forcnamed It. Levi. 

And of the oil thereof] Which was mingled, as I said 
before, with, the flour. 

Tfif h all the frankincense thereof] None of which was to 
bo reserved for the priest's own use; but entirely burnt 
upon the altar. Which was contrary to the way of the* 
gentiles, *who called frankincense 7rpo<r#tXe<n*arov rote ZtcZey 
(as Diodorus Siculus speaks, lib. ii.) a thing most beloved 
of the gods, but yet offered only so much as they could 
take up with two fingers, or, as others say, three. (See Cu- 
pcnis's Apotheosis Homeri, p. 74, &e.) 

And the priest shall burn the memorial thereof upon the 
altar.] As a grateful acknowledgment unto God, that they 
held all they possessed of him their sovereign Lord ; whdm 
they supplicated also hereby, that he would still be mind- 
ful of them, that is, be gracious to them. For this offering 
seems to have something of the nature of a holocaust, or 
whole burnt-offering: though others will have it to bo an 
expiatory sacrifice, because part of it was eaten by the 
priests. But it being said in the next words, to bo an 
offering made by fire, (which is the phrase for a whole burnt- 
offering, in the foregoing chapter, ver. 9. 13. 17.) I take 
the other to be the truer. 

Of a sweet savour unto the Lord.] The very same being 
said of this sort of offering, which is of the foregoing, that 
was more chargeable, (i. 9. 13. 17.) Pr&copi'us Gaz&us 
had great reason here to observe (which cann&t be too oft 
repeated), " that true piety is not demonstrated by the 
greatness of its presents. The way of piety is bpen and 
cosy unto all : for God's commandment is exceeding broad. 
And he that maketh the smallest signification of it, if it be 
sincere, differs nothing from him, who shews it by the 
largest gifts," &c. So vain wefe tho reasonings of tho 
heathen, who disputed which were the most acceptable 
sacrifices to their gods, those df living cfeatnffcs, or df 
things inanimate. Julian contended that ftfit&T£pd fwv 
aty^wv lark ra ifvpvx a > & c * the sacrifices of livtntf Creatures 
were more esteemed, than of those Without life; because 
they were nearer of kin to the living God, and tht Ati*> 
thor of life. But his great doctors, Pythagoras and Por- 
phyria (as St. Cyril observes, lib. x. contra Julianum), 



condemned the£e sacrifices of beasts, as hateful to their 
gods; who they fancied were pleased only with those 
that were made ha KdpirCov koI Xtj3avwrov, of fruits of ihe^ 
earth, and of frankincense. But they fright have learnt! 
from Moses, if they had pleased (Julian and Porphyry 
being acquainted with his books), that these things werfr 
alike acceptable, God having respect to the mind of him 
that offered, not to his gifts. 

Ver. 3. And the remnant of the metit-dpring Sliall be 
Aaron's and his sons?.] To be eaten by them. But that 
meat-offerihg which was offered for the priests thetnsclves, 
was to be wholly burnt, and no part eaten, (vi. 22, 23;) 

ft is a thing most holy of the offerings of the Lord made 
by fire.] Nothing is more kno\vn than the distinction which 1 
the Jews make betv/een things niosi holy and* the lighter 
holy things (as their phrase ife), whifch I took notice 6f be-' 
fore. Hie abort holy were such, a$ rioneSvhatsbever migtft* 
eat of; or none but the priests, and the sons of priests; 1 
and that only in the sanctuary, and no where else: (see vi.' 
16. 26.) such were all whole burnt-offerings, all the sin-' 
offerings, and all the peace-offerings for the whole congre- 
gation. The lighter holy things' were such, as might be 
eaten by those who were not priests, in any place within 
the city of Jerusalem (to which their camp now answered), 
and such \tefe alt the peace-offerings of particular per- 
sons, the paschal lamb, the tenth and the firstlings of 
cattle. 

Ver. 4. And if thou bring an oblation of a meat-offering 
baken in the oven.] This is the first sort of baked minchas, 
for the preparing of which there was an oven in the court 
of the tabernacle, as afterward there was in the court of 
the temple, (1 Chron. xxiii. 28, 29. Ezek. xlvi. 20.) 

It shall be unleavened calces of fine flour mingled with oil, 
or unleavened wafers anointed tvith oil.] If the cakes w£re 
thick, then the oil w : as kneaded together with them : but if 
they were thin (like a wafer) then it was only spread upon 
it, before it was baked, (sec Exod. xxix. 2.) or, as some 
will have it, after it came out of the oven. Concerning its 
being unleavened, see below, ver. 11. 

Ver. 5. And if thy oblation be a meat-offering baken in a 
pan.] Or in a flat plate, as we translate it in the margin. 
For Maimonides says, this was the difference between, wfci- 
cabath (which is the Hebrew word in this place) and war-' 
chesheth, that the former was vl pan or plate without any* 
rim about it; and thfc other had one, as our frying-pans 
have. And so Abarbincl, in his preface to this book, ob- 
serves out of Jarchi, that there was a vessel in the temple, 
which was only flat and brOad, but had no rising on tho 
sides of it! so that the oil being poured upon it, when it 
was set oh the fire, ran down and increased the flame, and 
made the cake hard. 

It shall be of fine flour uiiledvened, mingled with oil.] 
This sort of cake seems to have been both kneaded with 
oil, and to have had oil also poured upon it, after it w&s 
laid upon the plate. 

Ver. 6. TlioushUlt part it in pieces, &c] This, according 



tb Abaibinel; was done as it lay baking upon the plate. 
Or, if this division was made after it was taken off, 1,hc 
reason wag the same; befcause part of it was to be given 
to God, and the rest' to the priests*. 

And pour oil thereon.] Upon the pieces ; that they might 
by this new addition of fresh oil be made more savoury. 
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It is a meat-offering.] And therefore to bo eaten with 
oil, (ver. 1.) 

Ver. 7. And if thy oblation be a meat-offering baken in 
the frying-pan .] This vessel was not flat, but deep, (as 
Abarbiucl observes, see ver. 5.) because that which was 
baked in it was moist and fluid. 

It shall be made of fine flour with oil.] The oil was not 
kneaded with this sort of mincha, but put into the pan, so 
that it mixed with the flour; which might be shaken and 
moved up and down, as things are which arc baken in li- 
quors. So Abarbincl's words are in his preface to this 
book. 

Ver. 8. And thou shalt bring the meat-offering that is 
made of these things unto the Lord, &c.] This relates to all 
the baked meat-offerings beforementioned, which were to 
be brought to tho Lord at his house, and there presented 
to the priest ; who was to bring them to the altar, when 
they were prepared as before directed. (See ver. I, 2.) 
And this variety of minchas was allowed, that the table of 
the Lord (L e. the altar) might be furnished, and his minis- 
ters that waited on him entertained with all sorts of pro- 
visions. 

Ver. 9. And the priest shall take from the meat-offering 
a memorial thereof] A part of the cake (of whatsoever 
sort it was) was separated from the rest of the Lord's por- 
tion; to whom it was offered as an acknowledgment of his 
supreme dominion over them, and in commemoration of 
his goodness to them. 

And shall burn it upon the altar.] Before the other parts 
were eaten by the priests; as was directed before about 
the fine flour, (ver. 2.) 

It is an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the 
Lord.] See ver. 2. 

'' Ver. 10. And that which is left of the meat-offering shall 
be Aaron's and his sons', &c] All this verse has been ex- 
plained, ver. 3. 

* Ver. 11. A T o meat-offering which ye shall bring unto the 
Lord shall be made with leaven.] These words [which ye 
shall bring unto the Lord] seem to have a peculiar emphasis 
in this place; importing, that no meat-offering, part of 
which was offered upon God's altar, should be leavened. 
For no part of that leavened bread which was offered in 
eucharistical sacrifices, (vii. 13.) nor the two loaves offered 
in the feast of Pentecost (which some mistake for an ex- 
ception to this precept), were offered upon the altar, but 
given entirely to the priests, as their portion. 

Made with leaven.] There are many moral reasons given, 
both by Jewish and Christian writers, why none of the 
cakes beforementioned should have any leaven in them, 
which I shall not here set down. There is some proba- 
bility in their opinion, who think this was ordered to re- 
fresh their memory, by putting thera in mind of their deli- 
verance out of Egypt. But Maimonidcs seems to me to 
have given the best account of this, in his More Ncvochim, 
(par. iii. cap. 46.) where ho saith, God prohibited this to 
root out the idolatrous customs in those days, as he found 
in the books of the Zabii, who offered to their gods no 
bread but leavened. Next to this, the account which Abar- 
binel gives of it is not to. be disregarded, who thinks it 
was forbidden, because* it would have made delay, if they 
had waited at the tabernacle till the fermentation was per- 
fected. 
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For ye shall bum no leaven, ^or any honey, in any offer- 
ing of the Lord made by fire.] Neither mixed with bread, 
nor alone by themselves. For honey was a kind of leaven, 
and it is certain was used by the heathen in their religious 
riles: as appears not only from Maimonidcs (who tells us 
in the place forcnamed, that they chose sweet things for 
their offerings, and anointed their sacrifices with honey), 
but from a great number of other authors, who make men- 
tion of it: particularly Plato, who saith, (in his de Legibus 
vi.) that anciently men did not sacrifice living creatures, 
but only fine flour, koL fiiXm icap-trot SzSzvfitvoi, and fruits 
moistened with honey. And so Phylarchus tells us, (in 
Athcnaeus's Deipnos. lib. xv.) that the Greeks sacrificed 
honey to the sun (which was the great God among tho 
gentiles) but poured no wine upon his altars. Which Po- 
lemon (in Suidis) calls Nrj^oAwv Svoiav, a sober sacrifice; 
because there was no wine in it, but honey and water 
mixed together. Nay, there was scarce any god among 
the heathen to whom honey was not offered, as Bochartus 
hath shewn at large in his Hierozoiconipar. ii. lib. iv. cap. 
12., But one testimony may serve for all, which is from 
Pausanias (in his Eliaca), where, having reckoned up at 
least fifty altars in the temple of Jupiter Olympius unto 
several deities, and some of them common to them all, he 
saith, they sacrificed upon every one of them once a month, 
after an ancient manner (apxdiov nva tqottov), frankincense 
and wheat mingled with homy. Which being so common 
and ancient a thing among the gentiles in their idolatrous 
worship, was the reason,, it is likely, that God forbade it 
to be used in his sacrifices. And under the name of honey, 
the Jews think figs and dates, and all other sweet fruits, 
are comprehended. For the famous composition among the 
Egyptians called Kixpi, which was burnt every day, morning 
and evening, on their altars, consisted of such things, as 
well as of myrrh, calamus, and cardamum. So Plutarch 
tells us (in his book de Iside et Osir.) and mentions honey 
in the first place, with w r ine and raisins: To plv Kv<j>t p'typa, 
&C. fJtiXtrog kol oivov kcu ara<piSog, &C. 

Ver. 12. As for the oblatio7i of tlie first-fruits, ye shall 
offer them unto the Lord, but they shall not be burnt on the 
altar for a sweet savour.] There were several sorts of first- 
fruits, (as I observed Exod. xxiii. 19.) That which is here * 
spoken of was of the corn unground, only a little parched 
at the fire, which was to be presented unto God; but not 
burnt on the altar, because they belonged to the priests. 

Ver. 13. And every oblation of thy meat-offering shalt 
thou season with salt.] All the forenamed minchas, which 
were korbans (as they are often here called), were to be 
thus seasoned, because salt was a thing never wanting at 
any table ; and all meat is unsavoury without it. 

Neitlier shalt thou suffer tlie salt of the covenant of thy 
God to be lacking from thy meal- offerings.] It is called the 
salt of the covenant of God, as some think, because re- 
quired by this law, which they covenanted with God to ob- 
serve, as much as to offer sacrifices; which were not ac- 
ceptable without salt, as appears from the repetition of it 
three times in this one verse. But there is a plainer reason 
than this, which is, that the sacrifices being God s feasts, 
and they that did partake of them being his guests, who 
did in a manner cat and drink with him at his table; the 
salt that was cast upon all sacrifices (as appears by tho 
words following) is called the salt of the covenant, to sig- 
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nify, that as men were wont to make covenants by eating 
and drinking together (where salt is never wanting at their 
tables, but a necessary appendix at every least), so God 
by these sacrifices, and the feasts upon them, did ratify 
and confirm his covenant with those that did partake of 
them. For salt, as is commonly observed, being a con- 
stant concomitant of all feasts, and covenants being made 
by eating and drinking at the same table, where salt was 
ever used ; thence salt itself was counted by the ancients 
to be the symbol of friendship, and proverbially used among 
the Greeks to express it. By which other places may be 
explained, about which some have bestowed vain labour, 
Numb, xxiii. 19. 2 Chron. xiii. 5. where the same words 
are used, but inverted; it* being called a covenant of salt 
(instead of the salt of (he covenant), because covenants, as 
I said, were established by eating together, where salt is 
never wanting. 

With all thine offerings thou slutlt offer salt.'] Not only 
with the minchas, or meat-offerings, mentioned in this 
chapter, but with all other sacrifices whatsoever. Which 
is so solemnly enjoined (as Maimonides says in the place 
beforenaraed), because the heathen did not use any salt in 
their sacrifices. Which is not unreasonable to think, since 
honey (with which salt doth not well agree) w r as in such 
, constant use among them. And therefore, saith he, God 
prohibited us to offer leaven or honey, and commanded us, 
with great seriousness, to use salt in all our sacrifices. That 
is, as R. Levi of Barcelona explains it, (Praecept. cxvi.) 
the flesh of all sacrifices was to be salted ; and the meal of 
all minchas. For which he gives these two reasons; be- 
cause nothing is grateful to the palate without salt; which 
also preserves things from corruption, as the sacrifices did 
their souls from perishing. Abarbincl saith the same. And 
therefore, whatsoever the custom might be in anoicnt time 
among the heathen, in after-ages they learned from Moses 
to use it in all their sacrifices: as appears from Pliny and 
Ovid (and many other authors), the first of which says, 
that salt was so necessary,* that no sacrifices were offered 
sine mola salsa: which every one knows the Greeks called 
ovXac and ovXox^rag. And, among the Jews, this salt was 
not brought by him that offered the sacrifice, but was pro- 
vided at the public charge; thorc being a chamber in the 
court of the temple (as we read in Middoth, cap. 5. sect. 
2.) called the chamber of salt. Which was one of the 
three rooms on the north side of the court (as there were 
three others on tho south side, for other uses), where the 
flesh of the sacrifices was powdered, as the minchas were 
seasoned at the very altar. And this was so necessary, 
that though a sacrifice was not looked upon as null, if the 
priest neglected to salt it; yet the want of it in the minchas 
(as the Hebrew doctors say) made them void; because it 
is here so expressly required in this verse, Thou shall not 
suffer the salt of tjie covenant of thy God to be lacking in 
thy meat-offering. And whosoever offered any sacrifice 
without salt, or wath honey or leaven, was beaten, as Mr. 
Seldcn observes, lib. ii. dc Synedr. cap. 13. 
• Vcr. 14. And if thou offer a meat-offering of thy first- 
fruits unto the Lord, thou shalt offer for thy meat-offering, 
&a] This is very different from the oblation of first-fruits 
mentioned vcr. 12. For there they are called resith, which 
signifies the first-fruits at harvest-time : but here bichurim, 
which properly imports the first ripe fruits, before the rest 



were ready. And therefore the manner of their oblation 
was different from the former, which follows in the con- 
clusion of this verse. And first he describes what he means 
by the first-fruits, which he calls abib, L e. full ears of 
corn, but as yet green and moist: which he saith therefore 
in the next place must be dried by the fire; and then 
bruised and beaten in a mortar, or with a mill: and they 
were to be brought out of the richest or fattest of their 
fields: for so the last words seem to signify garesh carmel 
(which w r e translate corn beaten out of full ears), for carmel 
sometimes signifies a fruitful field, (Isa. xxxii. 15.) and 
therefore may very well be thought in this place to import, 
the largest ears of tender corn. And the intention of its 
contusion seems to have been, that it might be reduced 
into flour; as it might easily be, after it had been dried by 
the 'fire. And therefore differed from that meat-offering 
mentioned ver. 1. only in this ; that the former was flour of 
old corn, this of new: and that was fine flour sifted from 
the bran ; this had nothing taken out of it, but remained as 
it came from the mortar or the mill. And so the LXX. 
seem to have understood it. There are those, indeed, who 
think it was only thrashed out of the husk, and so offered; 
and fancy also that from this word geresh, the goddess called 
Ceres had her name among the gentiles. Which last con- 
ceit is the stranger/since they endeavour to have it thought 
that the Jews derived this custom of offering first-fruits 
from the gentiles; and not the gentiles from the Jews. 
Whereas the gentiles had no such custom, that I can find, 
as this, to offer the first-fruits of green corn; but only the 
first-fruits of their harvest, which they called novas fntges: 
of which the Romans thought it unlawful to taste, " ante- 
quam sacerdotes primitias libassent," before the priests had 
offered the first-fruits, as Pliny tells us, lib. xviii. cap. 2. 
and Censorinus saith the same, cap. 1. de Die Natali. Or 
if they did offer any first-fruits before corn was ripe, they 
boiled them in a pot ; but did not roast them in the fire, as 
is here directed. For so Hesychius seems to say, that in 
the feast called Oapy{{Xta (which was in the month that 
answers to our April), they offered rac aVapx«c r&v <paivofx(- 
vb)v, Kal TreptKoixtZovcn, the first-fruits that appeared out of 
the ground, which they carried about, i. e. in pots, as other 
authors tell us. And Hesychius himself saith, that Gapya- 
Xoc signified a pot full of sacred decoction. 
Ver. 15. And thou shalt put oil upon it, &c] See ver. i.v 
Ver. 16. And the priest shall burn the memorial of it, pari of 
the beaten corn thereof, and part of the oil, and all the frank- 
incense.] All tho rest that was not burnt was the priest's 
portion, except the frankincense, which is here ordered to* 
be entirely offered to God, (see ver. 2.) and made this, and 
such-like offerings, be called an offering of a sweet savour* 
unto the Lord, vcr. 2. 9. 12. 

It is an offering made by fire unto the Lord.] See upon 
ver. 9. 



CHAP. III. 

Ver. 1. jljLND if his oblation be a sacrifice of peace-offering.] a 
Having given orders about whole burnt-offerings, in the first 
chapter, and meat-offerings (which had something of that 
nature in them) in the second; he proceeds to peace-offer- 
ings, which in the Hebrew arc called schelamim, from tho 
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word schalam, either as it signifies retribution, or peace and 
concord. They that take it in the first sense, think the rea- 
son of the name to be from this ; that God, the oflerer, and 
the priest, had each of them their portion assigned to (hem 
of this sacrifice. And they that follow the second sense do 
not much differ, when they say, that these sacrifices were 
symbols of friendship between God, and the priests, and 
those that brought them ; for all these feasted at a cpmmon 
table, as R, Levi ben Gersora expresses it. For part being 
offered on the altar, and the priest having taken his share, 
the rest was given to him that offered the sacrifice. So that 
it was called a peace-offering, saith Abarbinel (in his pre- 
face to this book), because it made peace (or rather declared 
peace) between the altar, the.priest, and the owner. But they 
seem to me to have given the best account of this, who, 
because peace in their language signifies prosperity and hap- 
piness, think these were called peace-offerings, because they 
were principally thankful acknowledgments of mercies re- 
ceived from God's bounty. For there being three sorts of 
them mentioned vii. 15, 16. that of thanksgiving is the first; 
called tothah, acknowledgment of some benefit received. 

The gentiles called such sacrifices xap«or/;ptot, as appears 
from many places of Dionys.Halicarn. (lib. vi. and lib. viii.) 
where there are these w r ords, dvafa? Tfx a P iCTTT ?pf° u cotcS6oTc 
iwoiovvTO, icdl ?}<rav airavrts Iv iopraic Kai twraQtiatc. Plutarch 
calls them, svayyzXia, particularly in the life of Agesilaus, 
where he saith, tSvctv tvayyiXia, koi Stbrtfnrz ptptdag rote $>l- 
Xoic a7ro twv TtQviiiwv* which is a perfect description of 
such sacrifices as are here appointed; with part of which 
they entertained their friends. They are also, called by 
those writers k-j3ar^a, especially when they had respect to 
any great danger they had escaped; for which they offered 
these thankful acknowledgments. The LXX. call such 
sacrifices avn'jpia. 

If he offer it of the herd, whether it be a male or female.] A 
whole burnt-offering was to be only of a male: for being 
wholly God's, and offered purely for his honour, it was to 
be of the very best, (i. 3.) But peace-offerings being also 
for the profit of him that offered them, who had the greatest 
share of them; it was at his liberty whether he would offer 
a male or a female. Directly contrary to the Egyptian cus- 
toms, if they, were the same now, that they were in tho time 
of Herodotus, w T ho saith expressly, S^Xt/ac ov o^t VZivrt Svuv, 
it was not lawful among tliem to sacrifice females, (lib. ii. 
cap. 41.) 

He shall offer it without blemish, &c] See i. 3. 

Ver. 2. And he shall lay his hand upon the head of his 
offering.] The man who brought the offering was to lay his 
hand upon the head of it; as was ordered in the whole burnt- 
offering and sin-offering, (see ch. i. ver. 4.) It might not bo 
done by a deputy, unless he was heir to one that had vowed 
this sacrifice, and died before he had performed it ; in which 
case the heir was to do what the man himself should have 
done, if he had been alive, as Maimonides observes. In 
this sacrifice, laying on of hands seems to have been done, 
not only with prayer to God; that he would accept the obla- 
tion (which the Jews say always accompanied this action), 
but with acknowledgment of those mercies which were the 
occasion of it. So Conr. Pellicanus well glosses upon i. 4. 
(which, may be best applied to the use of this rite in peace- 
offerings): " Laying on of hands signifies devotion and faith, 
with acknowledgment of the Divine benefits; for'Avhich wo 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



cannot offer any thing of our i&wn, but rather return and 
restore to him what we have received; that we may under- 
stand giving of thanks to be the greatest of our sacrifices." 

And kill it.] See chap. i. ver. 5. 

At the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.] These 
being tlie lesser holy things, as the Jew s call them, were not 
offered as the whole burnt-offerings and sin-offerings were, 
on the north side of the altar, (see chap. i. ver. 11.) but any 
where else near to the entrance of the tabernacle ; which 
was in the east, where the ashes were thrown out, and 
therefore a less holy place. Only in laying on of hands, 
every man was bound, wheresoever tho sacrifice was killed, 
to turn his face westward, towards the sanctuary; because 
then, as I said, he made certain prayers and acknowledg- 
ments to the Divine Majesty, which was always to be done 
in that posture. 

And Aaron's sons, the priests, shall sprinkhthe bloodtqmi 
the altar round about.] See chap. i. ver. 5. 

Ver. 3. And he shall offer.] One of the priests then in 
waiting at the altar. 

Of the sacrifices of the peace-offerings, &c] After the sa- 
crifices were flayed and cut up, as is directed i. 6. 

The fat that covereth the inwards.] That is, the omentum 
as the Latins call it, and hath much fat in it. (SeoExod, 
xxix. 13.) 

And all the fat that is upon the inwards.] All the fat 
which adheres to the mesentery, and other entrails. 

Ver.. 4. And the two kidneys* and the fat that is on them.] 
The kidneys are noted by Aristotle to have more fat about 
them than any of the other bowels : "Exovm Si ol v$<ppol pa- 
Xtota twv cnr\arfx vwv 7T'J"*Xt)v, (lib. iii. de Animal, cap. 9.) 
being so covered with it, that, in dissecting of a body, the 
kidneys, at first sight, are not to bo perceived, as anatomists 
observe ; particularly our own countryman, Dr. Highmore. 

Which is by the flanks.] The Hebrew word cesilim signi- 
fies the loins, (as Bochart hath demonstrated in his Hiero- 
zoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 45.) which have collops of fat 
upon them, as Eliphaz speaks, (Job xv. 27.) and thence 
are easily inflamed, (Psalm xxxviii.7.) 

And the' caul above the liver.] The Hebrew word joffc- 
reth signifies tho greatest lobe of the liver, (See Exod. 
xxix. 13.) 

It shall he take away.] Separate from the rest of the flesh, 
to be offered on the altar. For all the fat here mentioned 
was God's portion of the sacrifice : the priest had the breast 
and the right shoulder; and he that brought the offering had 
the rest; as will appear more fully, vii. 15, Sec. 31, 32, &c> 

Ver. 5. And Aaron*s sons.] Some of those that minister 
that day. 

Shall bmm it on the altar upon the burnt-sacrifice.] By 
the burnt-sacrifice seems here to be meant the daily sacrifice, 
which w^s burnt every morning: after which this was" to 
be offered, but not before it. 

Which is upon the wood that is on the fire.] The samo 
wood, upon which -the burnt-sacrifice had been offered, 
would serve to )>urn this fat. AVhich being entirely con- 
sumed, as the holocausts were, it is called in the following 
words, " an oflering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto 
the Lord/' (See chap. i. ver. 9.) That is, God was pleased 
graciously to accept their pious acknowledgments: the 
offerings of these inwards being, as if he that brought them 
had said, / will pour out my soid unto the Lord in thanks 
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and praise for the benefits he had received. So Abarbinel 
explains it in his preface to this book. 

Ver. G. And if his offerings, &e. be of the flock.'] L e. Of 
sheep ot goats, which are both comprehended under the 
word flock, (as was noted before, chap. i. ver. 2.) 

Male or female.'] See ver. 1. where I observed a differ- 
ence between these sacrifices and whole burnt-offerings, in 
this respect; that either male or female were accepted for 
peace-offerings, but male alone for the other. To which 
may be added, that birds were allowed for whole burnt-of- 
ferings, (i. 14, 15, ^c.) but not for peace-offerings: which 
were only of the herd or flock; i. e. of bullocks, sheep, or 
goats. The reason seems to be plain ; because peace-offer- 
ings being to be divided between God, the priest, and him 
that brought them, the portion of each would have been 
so small, that it would have made the feast upon it so very 
meagre and jejune, that it would have been contemptible. 

He sliaU offer it without blemish.] It was at his choice 
whether he would bring it from the herd or the flock: but in 
its kind it was to be perfect. (See chap. i. 3. 9.) 

Ver. 7. If lie offer a lamb for his offering.] Though a 
bird was not accepted for a peace-offering, yet a lamb was ; 
though not of such value as a fat sheep, or a goat. 

Tlien shall he offer it before Hie Lord.] This seems to bo 
meant of the man's presenting it to be offered at the altar. 

Ver. 8. And he shall lay his hand upon live head of his 
offering, &c] This whole verse is only a direction to do 
with a peace-offering of a lamb or sheep, as they were to do 
with that of a bullock, (ver. 2.) 

Ver. 9. And he shall offer of tlie sacrifice of tlie peace- 
offering, an offering made by fire wito the Lord.] As was 
directed in the offering of abullock, (ver. 3.) 

The fat thereof, and the ivhole rump.] The whole fat be- 
ing to be offered (as was ordered also before) ho enumerates 
the particulars ; because in this was more fat, than in other 
sacrifices of this kind. For the whole rump of a sheep was 
to be offered to God, though not of a bullock, nor a goat. 
And the reason was, because in those countries the tails of 
their sheep are so vastly big, that (as Golius and others as- 
sure us) the least of them weigh ten or twelve pounds ; and 
some exceed foTty pounds weight; and they arc so very 
fat, that they melt the fat and keep it to butter their rice, 
and for other uses, as Bochartus observes in his Hierozoi- 
con, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 45. 

It shall lie take offliard by tlie back-bone^ The Hebrew 
word atzah, which wc translate the back-bone, denotes that 
part which is next to the tail or rump : and therefore must 
signify that which Galen calls kqkkv%. Which is a bone at 
the extremity of the broad bone, called os sacrum ; consist- 
ing of three cartilaginous parts, as he describes it. 

And tlie fat tliat covereth the inwards, and all the fat tliat 
is upon the inwards.] Seo ver. 3. 

Ver. 10. And tlie tioo kidneys, ami tft&fat tliat is upon 
them, &c.] This verse is explained above, (ver. 4.) 

Ver. 11. And tlie priestsliall burn it upon the altar.] As 
he did the fat of the bullock, (ver. 5.) 

It is the food of tlie offering made by fire unto the Lord.] 
That which was offered upon the altar was accounted God's 
mess, as appears* from Malaehi i. 12. where the altar is 
called his table, and the sacrifice upon it his meat: as here 
it is called his bread or food,- to represent in a lively man- 
ner to them, that God dwelt, and (as we say) kept house 



among them; and that they who paTtook of these sacrifices, 
feasted with him upon his provision. (See upon Exod. xxv. 
8. 30.) 

Ver. 12. Andifhis offering be a goat, &c] The law con- 
cerning this sacrifice is the very same with the former (ex- 
cept what is ordered about the rumpoi a sheep), and this and 
the following verses (13—15.) need no farther explication. 

Ver. 16. And the priest sliall bum it upon the altar: it is 
tlie food of the offering, &c] See before, ver. 11. 

All the fat is the Lord's.] That is, all the fat beforemen- 
tioned ; which may more properly be translated the snet. 
fror that fat which was a part of the flesh might be eaten, 
(as appears from many places, particularly Deut. xxxii. 
14.) but not that which only lay upon it, and might be se- 
parated from it; which was burnt upon the altar, when 
they sacrificed either a bullock, sheep, or goat. And when> 
they killed any of these, or other clean creatures, foT their 
food at home, still they were to forbear to eat the suet; 
partly out of reverence to God, whose portion it was at the 
altar ; and partly because it was heavy and too strong a - 
food, as Maimonides takes it, (More Nevochim, par. iii. 
cap. 48.) And 'it seems therefore to have been offered upon 
the altar, because it was so unctuous, that it would easily 
burn, and make the flesh also consume the sooner. But* 
from its being God's part, it came thence to signify, the 
very best and most excellent of any kind of thing. As the 
best of the tithe is called the fat of the tithe, Numb, xviii. 
17. and the best corn, is called the fat of the wheat, PsaL 
lxxxr. 16. and rich and powerful men are called the fat 
upon earth; as the chief and principal pari; of the* people, 
Psal. xxii. 29. 

Ver. 17. It sh(tll be a perpetual < statute.] In force as' 
long as this law about sacrifices shall last. 

For your generations.] For' their posterity, as well as 
them who received this law in all succeeding ages. 

Iliroughout all your dwellings, that ye cat neither fat 
nor blood.] This confirms what was said before, that they 
might not eat such fat as is beforementioncd, at home, at 
their Ordinary food ; because it is said, throughout all your 
dwellings.ye shall eat no fat. And fat being joined with: 
blood, is another argument, that they might no more eat the 
suet of beasts that were killed at home, for common use, 
than the blood of such beasts. From which they en- 
tirely abstained, for the foregoing reasons, as Maimonides 
observes in the book forenamed ; and for another also 
which he mentions in the forty : sixth chapter of it. Where 
hesaith, "The ancient idolaters, called Zabii> were wont to 
eat the blood of their sacrifices^ because they imagined this 
to be the food of their gods ; with whom they thought they 
had such communion, by eating of their meat, that they 
revealed to them things to come." And in this R. Moses 
bar Nachman concurs with him, as Dr. Cudworth observes 
in the conclusion of his treatise oTthe Right Notion of the 
Lord's Supper. For though he saith (hat blood was for- 
bidden, because it served for expiation (in which he differs 
from Maimonides), yet he adds also, that it was usedsu- 
perstitiously by the heathen in their idolatrous worship ; 
where *' they partook of the I flood with their demons, as 
being their guests,, and invited- to eat with them at their ta- 
bic. And so were joined in federal society with them ; and 
by this kind of communion enabled to prophesy and foretell 
things to come " 
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Vcr. 1. J1.ND the Lord spake unt o Moses, saying.] Hav- 
ing directed him about whole burnt-offerings, and meat- 
offerings (which constantly attended some of them), and 
peace-offerings, which supposed men to bo in a state of 
favour with God ; he now proceeds to give order about the 
expiation of their sins, when they had offended him, by do- 
ing contrary to his commands ; which he continues to the 
fourteenth verso of the fifth chapter. And this law about sin- 
offerings, seems to have been delivered to Moses at a differ- 
ent time from the former; being about a different matter; but 
by a voice speaking to him out of the tabernacle, as before, 
(chap. i. 1.) 

Ver. 2. Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, Jf a 
soul shall sin through ignorance, &c] There are three con- 
ditions expressed in this verse, of the sin for which the fol- 
lowing sacrifice was admitted. First, It was to be com- 
mitted ignorantly ; not wittingly and presumptuously. Se- 
condly, It was for sin against a negative precept (as the 
Jews call them), i.e. such a commandment as forbade some- 
thing to be done. So it is said here expressly, concerning 
things which ought not to be done. As for the omission of 
such things as were commanded to be done, they might be 
performed some other time, when men had better bethought 
themselves ; which was much more acceptable to God, than 
offering sacrifice for the omission. And thirdly, It was for 
facts committed, not for words or thoughts ; so the last words 
are, and shall do against any of them'.- As for the sins which 
men might imprudently commit in word and in thought, they 
were so many, that the whole flocks and herds would not 
have sufficed for their expiation, nor the altar contained 
all such sacrifices. The Jews add a fourth condition, that 
the sacrifice here appointed was such facts, as if they had 
been committed wittingly, a cereth, i. e. cutting off, was 
threatened to them by the law: which they gather from 
Numb. xv. 30. But that phrase, with a high hand, seems- 
not to signify any sort of sin, but a certain manner of sin- 
ning : as when a man despised God's commandments, and 
brought contempt upon the law by his sins, as a very learned 
friend of mind, now with God, hath observed. And, there- 1 
fore, it is probable all sins committed ignorantly were ex- 
piated by the following sacrifices, save only those which 
are appointed to be expiated by other sacrifices, or after 
another manner. (See Dr. Outram de Sacrificiis, lib. i f 
cap. 12. n. 2^-4.) 

Ver. 3. If the priest that is anointed do sin.] And first he 
prescribes tho sacrifice which he who was to. make the 
great expiation for all the people, should offer for himself, 
viz. the high-priest: who only, of all the priests, was con- 
stantly anointed at the entrance of his office. And if, after 
he was put out of his office, he committed any such sin as 
is here mentioned, ho was to make this offering for his ex- 
piation, as much as if he had continued in it. So Mr. 
Selden observes out of the Misna, lib. ii. de Syncdr. cap. 
15. n. 14. 

According to the sin of the people.] In the manner be- 
forementioned. Or, as 11. Solomon interprets it, if he hide 
any thing from the people, whereby they err. For so the 
words run in the Hebrew, if he sin to the guilt ofthepeople 
(or to the making them guilty), either by misinforming 
them, or drawing them into error by his example; so that 



they take a thing to be clean, which is indeed unclean, or 
the like. 

Then let him bring for his sin which he hath sinned, a 
young bullock without blemish.] It is observed by some, 
that in great offences the sacrifices were small;. lest they 
should imagine their pardon was procured by their great 
expense. For here the word is par ben bachur, a young 
bullock, that was but a little bigger than a calf. And so 
this sacrifice is called (par) in the following verses. 
Whereas that of too peace-offering is called (ver. 10.) shor; 
an ox (though we translate it also bullock), one that was 
grown to its full bigness, and consequently of greater value. 

For a sin-offering.] How chattah, which we translate 
sin-offering, differs from ascham, which we translate tres- 
pass-offering, I shall examine afterward, when Moses came 
to speak of the latter; and now only observe, that chattah 
is the name both for sin, and for the sin-offering: as the 
word piaculum was among the heathen; which signified 
both a great crime, and the expiatory sacrifice for it. By 
which those words in the New Testament may be ex- 
plained, " Christ was made sin for us;" that is, a sacrifice 
to expiate our sins. And so the word afiapria,sin, certainly 
signifies, Rom. viii. 3. 

Ver. 4. And he shall bring the bullock unto the door of tlve 
tabernacle of the congregation before the Lord.] This, as I 
take it, >was to be done by himself; who was to present 
the sacrifice to the Divine' Majesty, and desire it might be 
accepted for the purpose to which it was to be offered. 

And shall lay his hand upon the bullock's head.] As every 
one that brought other offerings was bound to do, (see 
chap. i. 4. iii. 2, &c.) but here for another purpose; vizi 
to confess their sins unto the Lord, and beseech him to 
forgive them. (See v. 5.) There is a good gloss upon this, 
in a very bad book called Nitzachon, not long ago pub- 
lished by the learned Wagenseil: where that author saith, 
(p. 11.) " When a man sacrificed a beast, he was to think 
in his mind, I am more a beast than this here present. For 
I have sinned, and for the sins I have committed, I offer 
this: but it were more just that he who hath sinned should 
suffer death, than this beast (which hath not offended):- 
therefore thus a man, by the help of this sacrifice, began 
to repent." 

And kill the bullock before the Lord.] This seems to have 
been done by him that laid his hand on the head of the- 
bullock, that is, by the hand of the high-priest himself. 
For the greatest men, in old time, did not think such work 
below them; but rather esteemed every thing that served* 
to tho worship of God, to be noble and honourable. So 
Homer represents king Agamemnon as killing the Iainbs 
himself; by the blood of which he was to seal the treaty 
he made with.thc Trojans; (Iliad. 3.) yet in this case, it is 
likely, the high-priest himself did not kill the sacrifices, but 
some of the other priests that then ministered. For he that 
did this seems to be distinguished, by the next words, (vcr. 
5.) from the priest that is anointed; i. e. the high-priest. Nor 
was this sacrifice killed in the ordinary place where sin- 
offerings were killed, (see 24.) being an extraordinary sort 
of offering, as that which follows also was. 

Ver. 5. And the priest that is anointed.] Whoever killed 
the sacrifice, tho high-priest himself, for whom it was of* 
fered, did what follows. 

Shall take of the bullock's blood.] In a bason. 
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And bring it to the tabernacle of the congregation.'] Into 
the very sanctuary; where, as it follows, he was to dip 
bislinger in the blood, and sprinkle it seven times before 
the Lord. 

Vcr. 6. And the priest shall dip his finger in the blodd.] 
Or rather, dip it into (lie blood. 

And sprinkle of the blood seten times btfore the Lor,d.] 
This was peculiar 'to his sacrifice tor sin, and done in no 
other but that for the whole congregation. To signify, per- 
haps, that their offences were more heinous, and could not 
he so easily expiated, as those of other men. The number 
seven, every one knows, was of great account, and thought 
most powerful in religious actions, even among the hea- 
then. For as Elisha bade Naarnan go and wash seven times 
in Jordan, to cure him of his leprosy ; so Apuleius,ih the be- 
ginning of the eleventh book of his Metamorphosis, speaks 
of dipping the head seven titties in the sea for purification, 
and gives the reason for it; " Quod eum numeruih preeci- 
pue religioni aptissimum divinus ille Pythagoras prodidit ;* 
because the Divine Pythtitjortis (as he calls him) taught 
this number to be above all other most proper in religion. 
Which, in all probability, Pythagoras learnt from the truly 
Divine Moses : to whom God revealed the creation of the 
world, in six days, and his consecrating the seventh day, 
oh which he rested ; which made the number seven so much 
used in sacred matters. For not only in this sacrifice, but' 
in making the water of separation by burning a red heifer, 
this rite was used, (Numb. xix. 4.) and in purging a leper, 
(Lev.'xiv. 7.) in dedicating the altar, (Exod. xxix. 3?.) 
when the oil was sprinkled on it seven times, (Lev. viii. 11.) 
and at the consecration of the priests; (Exod. xxix. 35.) 
and, to say no more, as every seventh day of the week was 
holy, so every seventh year the land rested; and after se- 
ven times seven there was a jubilee, (Levit. xxv.) They that 
would see more of this number, and of its sacrdmenta/ds 
St. Jerome speaks, may read him upon Amos v. 3. and 
Drusiuson this place, and on Josh. vi.4.andWoIfiustipon 
Nehemiah Viii. 

Before the veil of the sanctuary.] Which parted the holy 
place from themost holy. For that is peculiarly called by the 
name oiporocheth, which is the word here used, (xxvi. 31. 
33. 35. Lev. xvi. 2, &c.) as the other veil, which was befbr'e 
the door of the tabernacle, is constantly called masach, 
(Exod. xxvi. 3G, 37.) 

Ver. 7. And the priest shall put some of the blood itpbh 
tlie horns of the altar of sweet incense, &c] This also Was 
peculiar to his sacrifice ; and to that for the whole congre- 
gation, (ver. 17.) 

And shall pour out all the blood of the bullock.] l*hat is, 
all the rest of the blood which remained after the sprink- 
ling before the mercy-seat; and the tipping of trie horns of 
the altar with it. 

At the bottom of the altar of the burnt-offering.] Where, 
after the building of the temple, thero were two holes ; one 
on the west Side of the altar, the other oh the South, (as the 
Jews tell lis in Midddth, cap. 3. se'et. 2.) by which it is 'Con- 
veyed into a canal under ground, through Which it ran into 
the brook Kidron. And there was only this difference (they 
say) about these two holes, that the blood of the sin-offer- 
ing (any part of which was carried into the most holy 
place) was poured out only into that on the west side of 
the foundation of the altar. And, if wo may believe the 
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Jews, the gardeners bought this blood of those that were 
the treasurers of the temple, to enrich their "groutut with it, 
as Constantine t/Empereur there observes. And wnile 
they were in the wilderness, and all the time they had only 
a mdveable tabernacle, it is most likely there were recepta- 
cles made under ground, with conveyances to some distant 
place, where it. sank into the earth, or was covered* with 
flust, as other blood is commanded to be, (xvii. 13.) For 
Maimonides thinks the pouring out the blood (so that it 
might not remain in one place) which is constantly and 
strictly required by the Ik w, was in opposition to an idola- 
trous custom of the old Zabii ; who made a collection "of 
the blood in a vessel, or in a litt!6 pit, about which they 
sat, and ate the flesh, imagining their gods feasted upon the 
blood ; as I noted before out of Maimonides, (More Ne- 
VOch. par. iii. dap. 46.) 

tVJiich is tit the door of the tabernacle of Hit bongrega- 
tion.'] For there Was the pUice of it, as hath been observed, 
Exod. xl. 6. 

Ver. 8. And he shall take off from it all the fat of the 
bullock for the sin-offering, &c] All that follows in this 
and the two next verses, (ver. 0, 10.) is the same that was 
ordered to be done about peace-offerings, as appears from 
ver. 10. Sec therefore the foregoing chapter, ver. 3 — 5. 

Ver. 11. And the skin of the bullock, and cill his flesh, 
with his head, and with his legs, and his inwards, &c] This 
Sacrifice was so laborious, to work in them a greater de- 
testation of sin ; which was aggravated by the quality of 
the person that committed it. And Nachmanides hath art 
observation, which (in some parts of it, at least) is very 
remarkable; "That all a man doth, being performed in 
words, in works, or thoughts, God commanded them, when 
they brought an offering for sin, that they should lay their 
hands on it, which had respect to the works they had done; 
and mako confession over it, Which had respect to their 
words; and burn the inwards and kidneys, which ate the 
organs of thoughts and desires ; the legs, also, had a re- 
spect to a man's hands and feet, by which he doth all his 
work; and the blood that was sprinkled on the altar sig- 
nified his own blood. So that While a man did all these 
things, he was put in mind how he had sinned ag&inst 
God, both in soul and body, and deserved to have his 
blood shed, and his body burnt; unless the mercy of th& 
Creator had accepted a price of redemption for him, viz. a 
sacrifice; whose blood Was for his blood, and its life iot 
his life; and the principal members of the Sacrifice, for the 
members of his body." By which it appears, that the best 
sort of Jews had a sense, that the sacrifices for sin Were 
offered to 6od in their stead, as a rahsom for them. And 
so we Christians are to understand the sacrifice which 
Christ made of himself, who " gave himself a ransom for 
us all," as the apostle speaks, 1 Tim. ii. 6. and our Lord 
saith the same, Matt, xx. 28. Mark x. 45. Such sacrifices 
the heathens themselves had, which they called Lustralia, 
from the word histrare, which signifies to expiate among 
the Rorh'ans; and that by paying a price. For the ancient, 
poet Erinius (ixs bur excellent Mr. Thorhdike hath ob- 
served), translating into Latin a Greek tragedy called 'Ekto- 
poXvTpa (being taken out of Homer, where he speaks of 
I^riamus ransoming of Itedtor'S corpse from Achilles), en- 
titled Ilettoris lustra, (which shews this is the Latin of 
Xvrpov,) ransom or redemption: and that aVoAvrpoeo signifies 

Microsoft ® 2Z 



354 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap. IV, 



in tho New Testament to deliver by paying a ransom, see 
his Epilogue, book ii. chap. 27. 

Ver. 12. Even the whole bullock shall he carry forth with- 
out the camp.] It was not dissected, as the peace-offerings 
Hverc, because nobody was to partake of any part of it ; 
being a sacrifice for tho priest's own sin. And therefore it 
was to bd carried (though not by himself, but some other 
person) to be burnt without the camp, to express the abo- 
jninableness of the sin. This rite, and the carrying the 
blood within tho tabernacle, to be. sprinkled before the 
Lord, were used only in these two cases; of the sin of the 
Jbigh-priest, and of all the people. For of other sin-offer- 
ings the priest might cat, (vi. 2G.) but of this, being for him- 
self, he was not to taste at all, because he was in a state 
of guilt. 

Into a clean place, where the ashes are poured out.'} On 
the east part of the tabernacle there was a place for the 
ashes to be thrown into, when they are taken from the al- 
tar; which afterward were carried into a clean place, with- 
out the camp. And so they were carried out after the 
temple was built at Jerusalem, at the east gate of the city, 
into a valley which lay lietwcen Jerusalem and Mount 
Olivet. 

And burn him on the wood with fire.] Not upon an altar, 
but in a fire made with wood upon the ground, to shew the 
bdiousness of the sin, as Maimonides thinks. For as the 
whole burnt- sacrifices were burnt on the altar, because they 
were an offering of sweet-smelling savour unto God ; so this 
was burnt without the camp upon the ground, to. shew that 
the odour of it was ungrateful and abominable; More 
Ncvochim, par. iii. cap. 46. where he also observes, that 
the burning of the beast entirely, being the destruction of 
it, so that nothing of it remained, it signified in like man- 
ner the utter deletion of sin, so that it should be remem- 
bered no more. And the bullock being burnt without the 
camp, I take it to denote, that the people should not suffer 
for the sin of the priest, which was abolished together with 
his sacrifice. 

'. The same Maimonides hath another observation upQn the 
title Zebachim, that there were three places constituted for 
the burning of holy things. The first was in the sanctuary, 
as every one knows; the second was in the mount of the 
house (as they called the place round about the court of 
the sanctuary), where, if any blemish happened to a bullock 
or a goat, they were brought out of the sanctuary, and burnt 
in a place'called Bira; the third was in this place of the 
ashes, without the city. 

Where the ashes are poured out, there shall he be burnt.] 
This is repeated, that none might presume to take the li- 
berty to burn the bullock in any other place. 

Ver. 13. And if the whole congregation of Israel sin 
through ignorance.] The Jews generally understood by the 
whole congregation, the great Sanhedrin, who represented 
the whole people of Israel. So Maimonides in his More 
Nevochim, par. iii. cap. 41. and in his treatise of Sacri- 
fices; and K. Levi, of Barcelona, Praccept. cxviii. For 
they sometimes erred in judgment; and thereby mislead- 
ing the people, they were bound, when they found their 
error, to offer this sacrifice. Yet the Talmudists have 
raised many disputes upon this point, and made various 
cases : in some of which the house of judgment was bound 
to offer the sacrifice here appointed, and not they who fol- 



lowed their sentence: and others there were, in which they 
who followed their sentence were bound, and not the judges 
themselves. But if Moses's words be well considered, it 
will appear, that ho speaks of a sin committed by all the 
people, in doing something which God had forbidden; by 
making wrong constructions of the law, or by common 
false opinions, or popular customs. For the whole congre- 
gation is here plainly distinguished from the elders of the 
people, (ver. 15.) which is certainly tho name for their 
judges and governors. It was Mr. Selden's intention to 
have treated largely of the sense and notion of this law, as 
appears by what he saith of it, lib. ii. dc Synedriis, cap. 
14. n. 4. where he refers his reader to the third book on 
that subject for an account of this place. In the beginning 
of which (cap. 1. n. 1.) he signifies his intention to explain, 
what the office of the Sanhedrin was', in offering expiatory 
sacrifices for the whole congregation. Which he repeats 
again, (cap. 10. n. 1.) with this addition, that they made 
this sacrifice in the name of all the people, when they of- 
fended as a community. But he did not live to pursue his 
intentions, being diverted by long digressions about other, 
matters: yet he shews sufficiently his opinion was, that 
this sacrifice was not offered for the Sanhedrin, but by them 
for the people. 

And the thing he hid from the eyes of the assembly.'] They, 
are not sensible of their mistake for the present; but after- 
ward discover it, either by themselves or by their rulers. 

And they Itave done somewhat against any of the com- 
mandments of the Lord, concerning things which ought not 
1 to be done.] Have offended against some of the negative 
precepts (as the Jews speak) which forbid such things to 
be done. (See ver. 2.) 

And are guilty.] Are sensible of their guilt. 

Ver. 14. When the sin tvhich they have mined against it- 
is known.] "When they have discovered what precept they 
have violated. 

Then shall the congregation offer a young bullock for the 
sin.] Without blemish, as was required for. the sin of the 
high-priest, (ver. 3.) 

. And bring him before the tabernacle of (he congregation.} 
i.e. Cause the bullock to be brought thither, by some of 
bis people, in the name of all the rest. 

Ver. 15. And the elders of the congregation shall lay tTieir. 
hands upon the head of the bullock, &e.] They were to do 
this as representatives of the people. (See ver. 13. and the 
end of laying on their hands, v. 4.) 

. And the bullock shall be killed before the Lord.] Either by 
some of them, or some of the people whom they appointed. 
(See ver. 4.) 

Ver. 16. And the priest that is anointed.] That is, the 
high-priest: (see ver. 5.) All the rest that follows, to 
ver. 22, is exactly the same that is prescribed in the fore- 
going offering, for the high-priest himself. Only R. Solo- 
mon Jarchi hath a nice observation on the next verse, that, 
it is not said in this case (as it is in the fonner) he shall 
sprinkle of the blood seven times before (he veil of (he. 
sanctuary, but only before the veil, without the addition of 
hakkodesh, of the sanctuary, as it is ver. G. Because, saith 
he, if the high-priest only sin, the holiuess doth not de- 
part: but if all the congregation sin, then it doth depart. 
As, if a province rebel against a prince, his family stands; 
but if there be a general defection, he must fall. He hath 
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the like observation upon ver. 22, 23. but it seems too sub- 
tle: for m the eighteenth verse Moses only saith, he shall 
put some of the blood upon the horns of the altar, without 
adding of sweet incense, (as before, ver. 7.) and yet it is 
manifest he means the same altar; and what was done in 
this sacrifice was as acceptable as what was done in the 
other. 

Ver. 22. JVlien a ruler hath sinned, and done somewhat 
through ignorance against, &c;] The word nasi, which we 
translate ruler, signifies the head of a tribe in Numb. i. 4. 
16. vii. 2. But4he Jews commonly understand it pecu- 
liarly of the head, or prince of the great SanJiedrin; who, 
when they were under the government of kings, was the 
king himself. Thus the Misna gathers from these words 
in the text, when he sinneth against any of the command- 
ments of the Lord his God, which signify him, say the 
doctors, that hath no superior but the Lord. And so the 
Gemarists understand it also, as Mr. Selden shews, lib. ii. 
dc Synedriis, cap. 16. p. 666. But I think it is most rea- 
sonable to extend this to all great officers and judges, who 
had a peculiar relation to God; and therefore were called 
by his name. 

Concerning things which should not be done.'] See ver. 2. 

And is guilty.] Acknowledges that he hath offended God 
by the sin which he hath committed. 

Ver. 23. Or if his sin wherein he hath sinned come to 
his knowledge.] If we retain this translation (and do not 
render the first word and, but or), then the foregoing words 
in the latter end of ver. 22, veashem, must be translated 
(not is guilty, but) and acknowledges his guilt. Which 
seems to be the true sense; for when men sin they are 
guilty, though the sin was committed ignorantly; but they 
do not acknowledge their guilt till they see it; as Moses 
here supposes they might, when they considered better, or 
somebody informed them aright. So these words signify, 
or his sin is made known unto him. Thus L'Empercur very 
judiciously translates this whole passage, And he acknow- 
ledges himself guilty, or his sin be shewn to him: other- 
wise there is no room for this disjunctive particle. (See 
his Annot. upon Bava kama, cap. 7. sect. 1. and cap. 9. 
sect. 4, 5.) And thus we ourselves translate the first part 
of this "disjunction (in the latter end of the foregoing verse),* 
Hosea v. 15. acknowledge their offences. 

He shall bring his offenng, a kid of the goats.] His sacri- 
fice was of less value than the two former. From which Mr. 
Selden concludes, that the high-priest was not always the 
head of the Sanhedrin, (lib. ii. de Syncdr. cap. 16. p. 653.) 
For their sacrifices were very different, which argues a dif- 
ference in their persons. And the Misna says, if the high- 
priest were put out of his office, his sacrifice was still the 
same, viz. a bullock without blemish : but it was not so 
with the nasi, or ruler, who offered only the sacrifice of a 
private man if he lost his office. 

A male without blemish.] It was to be the best of this 
kind ; though not equal to the sacrifice for the high-priest 
and the whole congregation. (See ver. 28.) 

Ver. 24. And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the 
goat.] Of this see ver. 4. 

And kill it in the place where they kill the burnt-offering 
before the Lord.] Where that was, see chap. i. ver. 11. 
Neither of the two forementioned offerings (for the high- 
priest, or the whole congregation) are ordered to be killed 
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here ; but only before the Lord, (ver. 14, 15.) that is, in any 
part of the court but that which was proper to the' burnt- 
offering, and the common sin-offering, as it here follows. 

It is a sin-offeriiig.] And therefore was to be killed where 
the burnt-offering was : for so it is ordained (vi. 25.) .that 
all sin-offerings should be there slain. Which doth riot im- 
ply that the two former were not sin-offerings, but that they* 
were not of the common sort ; as appears by the carrying 
of their blood into the sanctuary, and burning their flesh 
without the camp, which are not ordered either in this or 
in the following sacrifices. 

Ver. 25. And the priest shall take of the blood of the sin- 
offering with his finger.'] By dipping his finger into it, (ven 
6.] 7.) 

And put it upon the horns of the altar of burnt-offering,'] 
Whereas the blood of the two former was put upon the 
horns of the golden altar in the sanctuary, (ver. 7. 18.) . 

And shall pour out his blood at the bottom of the altar of 
burnt-offering.] See ver. 18. 

Ver. 26. And he shall burn all his fat upon the altar, &c] 
See chap. iii. 9. It is not here said what should be done 
with the flesh ; which in the two foregoing offerings is or- 
dered to be burnt without the camp, (ver. 12. 21.) But in 
chap. vi. 26. 29. and xviii. Numb. 9, 10. the law of the 
sin-offering is set down to be this, that the priest and his sons 
should eat it, in the sanctuary, and nowhere else; pro- 
vided also that they jvere free from uncleanness, (xxii. 4.) 

And the priest shall make an atonement for him, as con- 
cerning his sin.] By this sacrifice his guilt was expiated ; 
which must be understood to be the effect of the sacrifice 
for the high-priest, though it be not expressed, as it is in' 
that for the whole congregation, (ver. 20.) 

And it shall be forgiven him.] So that he should not be 
liable to the punishment of cutting off, as the Jews under- 
stand it; who fancy such sins to which that is threatened' 
are here spoken of. (See ver. 1.) Rather, he was restored 
to communion with the people of God, from which he was* 
separated while he remained in a known guilt. 
" Ver. 27. And if any one of the common people sin through 
ignorance.] Commit the same offence that a ruler or public 
officer doth. 

And be guilty ; or if his sin which he hath committed come 
to his knowledge.] See how this ought to be translated, ver. 
22, 23. 

Ver. 28. Then he shall bring his offering; a kid of the 
goats, a female without blemish.] Being a common person, 
less was required of him than of a prince ; who was to offer 
a male, (ver. 23.) which in all creatures was of greater va- 
lue than a female, as Maimonidcs observes: who reckons 
up three-and-forty offences of this sort, that might be com- 
mitted imprudently (in his treatise called Sehegagoth), in 
one of which, viz. worshipping an idol ignorantly, the sa- 
crifice was the same for a private man as for the king, or 
the high-priest, or the priest anointed for war: but in all 
the other forty-two a female goat or lamb sufficed for a pri- 
vate man, (cap.l. sect. 4 f ) And this sacrifice they call 
stated, or -fixed, because no man offered more or less, whe- 
ther rich or poor, man or woman ; except only those' who 
ate holy things, or entered into the sanctuary; whose sa- 
crifices were higher or lower, as they speak.. And there 
were three things, if we may believe them, which, though 
committed by error, were expiated by no sacrifice, viz* 
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blasphemy, neglect of circumcision, and not keeping the 
Passover. (So 1L Levi of Barcelona, Praccept. cxix.) 
Which seems to be an unreasonable opinion, since idolatry 
committed ignorautly, they say, was comprehcndc4 within 
this law. 

Ver. 29. And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the 
sin-offaing, &c] This verse and the following, with the be- 
diming of ver. 31. contain nothing but what was ordered 
about the foregoing sacrifice, (ver. 24 — 26.) 

Ver. 31. And the priest shall burn it upon the altar, for a 
sweet savour unto the Lord.] This is a phrase used concern- 
ing burnt-offerings, (i. 9. 13.) and peace-ojferihgs,(\ii.5. 16.) 
but it is not said of any of the foregoing sin-offerings, that 
the burning of them, or their fat, was for a sweet savour unto 
Hie Lord. The reason of which I am not able to give, un- 
less it were to comfort the lowest sor^ of people with hope 
of God's mercy, though their offering w T as mean, in compa- 
rison of those offered by others. Abarbincl gives this rea- 
son for it : because a sin of ignorance being a less fault in ^ 
common man, it was a sign of great probity in him to bring 
a sacrifice for the expiation of it: but for the high-priest, 
or senate, or ruler of the people, to be ignorant of the law, 
wis such a high crime, that it was no commendation to 
them to bring a sacrifice for their purgation. 

Ver. 32. And if he bring a lamb for a sin-offering, &c] 
For which reason God was pleased to accept a lamb, and 
that a female, of those who were not able to bring a young 
kid. 

Ver. 33. And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the, 
sin-offering, and slay it, &c] This and tlie next verse differ, 
not from the foregoing, and therefore need no explication. 

Ver. 35. And the priest shall burn them upon the altar, 
according to the offerings made by fire unto, the Lord.] Or 
rather upon the offerings, or after the burnt-offering. (See 
ili.5.) ' 

And the priest shall make an atonement for his sin, &c] 
And if by the same error he had committed several sins, 
there was a distinct atonement to be made for every one of 
them: so that if he had committed ignorantly the forty- 
three offences beforementioned, though it were by one and 
the same error, he was bound to offer as many expiatory 
sacrifices, (as Maimonidcs resolves ia the forenamed trea- 
tise Schegagoth, cap. 4.) This, and such-like things, made 
this law f a yoke which they were not able to bear," as 
St. Peter speaks, Acts xv. 10. 



CHAP. V. 

Ver. 1. JL F a soul sin.] In the manner following. 

And hear the voice of swearing, and is a tvitness*] Being 
adjured in the name of God, when he is called to bo a wit- 
ness in a cause, to speak the truth. Forjudges had pow r cr 
to use such adjurations, that they might either draw a con- 
fession from an accused person, or a faithful testimony 
from a witness. Of the former of which there is a solemn 
form remaining in Scripture, (1 Kings xvii. 16. 2Chron. 
xviii. 15.) asGrotius hath observed upon Matt. xxvi. 63. 
And Dr. Hammond, upon the same place, hath observed 
instances of -the latter, (1 Kings vii. 31. Prov. xxix. 24.) 
And Micah's mother seems by her own authority to have 
adjured her family, as they dreaded the vengeance of the 



Divine Majesty, to discover if they know any thing of the 
eleven hundred shekels of silver, which had been stolen 
from her, (Judg. xvii. 2.) In all which cases, men were 
bound to answer, as much as if they had taken a solemn 
path so to do. Insomuch, that our blessed Lord himself, 
being thus adjured, made an answer to the court of judg- 
ment, though before he had stood silent. 

Whether he hath seen or known of it] Whether he can say 
any thing of tho matter in question; cither from his own 
knoAvlcdgc, or from (he information of credible persons* 

If he do not utter it.] Declare what he knows, being thus 
adjured. 

Then he shall bear his iniquity.] Let him not think it is 
no offence to suppress the truth, when he is so solemnly 
admonished to declare it; but offer such a sacrifice for his 
sin, as is prescribed ver. 1. which belongs to all the follow- 
ing cases. The Jews make four sorts of oaths in their 
courts, or commerce one with another; as Mr. Scldenhath 
observed out of their writers; (lib. ii. deSyuedr. cap. 11. u. 
8.) which arc, rash oatlis, vain oath$ (of which they also 
make four sorts), oatlis about trusts, (mentioned vi. 2, 3.) and 
this, which they call the oath of testimony ; which they say 
every man was bound to give before the Sanhedrin when 
he was required. With this distinction between capital 
and pecuniary causes, that in, the latter a man was not 
bound to come and testify, unless he w f as cited by the 
plaintiff, or by the court ; but in capital causes, and in such 
things as the law prohibited (as if a man saAV another smite 
his neighbour), he was bound to come of his own accord, 
without any summons, and give his testimony in court. 
Yet in this they make some difference, as may be seen in 
R. Levi Barzelonita, Praccept. cxx. They who would see 
more of these several sorts of oaths among the JeAvs, may 
find them considered in Sam. Pctitus's Var. Lectioncs, 
cap. 16. And such a law as this there was anciently in 
other countries, that he who saw a crime committed, if he 
could not hinder it, should be bound, at least, to prosecute 
the malefactor. So the Egyptian lawgiver saith concerning 
theft, which a man saw committed, pqvvaat ye -n-avrwg w^t\$ 
tqvq Xrftrrac, teal iinfZtivai ttjv 7rapovofJ.iav, to prosecute the law 
against that crime.. So Plato uses the same word hr&iivm, 
lib. iv. de Lcgibus, saying, that he who knew of such a 
fact, or had certain information of it, teal jirj b*e%$<lw, and 
doth not prosecute the person that did it, lv avroig evex&t^cu 
v6p.oiQ, let him be liable to the same punishment. (Sec Hen, 
Stcphanus's Praefat. ad Fontes. Juris Civilis.) 

Ver. 2. Or if a soul touch any unclean thing, whether it 
be a carcass of an unclean beast, &c] The Hebrew doctors 
expound this of such persons, as, having touched any of .the 
unclean things, which are mentioned in this verse and in 
the next, came into the sanctuary, or did cat of the holy, 
things. Which they gather out of vii. 20, 21. and Numb. 
xix. 20. where cutting off is threatened to those, w!k> 
knowingly were so guilty. For otherwise, it was sufficient 
for a man's expiation, who touched any unclean thing, to 
wash himself; and his uncleajincss lasted only, till the 
evening. (See chap. xi. a,nd Numb, xb;.) But why may it 
not be meant of those who neglected to wash themselves, 
who were to expiate that neglect by a sacrifice? 

He also shall beunclean and guilty*] Obliged to o/Fer the 
sacrifice prescribed (ver. 6.) for eating that which is. holy 
| (saith llasi) or coming into the sanctuary. 
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Ver. 3. Or if he touch the uncleanncss of man, &c] Such 
uncleannesses as are mentioned in the twelfth, thirteenth, 
and fifteenth chapters of this book. 

And if it be hid from him, when he knoweth of it, then he 
shall be guilty.] The words may he translated, Whether hedid 
itignorantly, or had some knowledge of it, and yet offended, 
he shall be obliged to offer the sacrifice mentioned, ver. 6. 

Ver. 4. Or if a soul swear.] This the Hebrew doctors 
expound of that sort of oath which they call futile, or rash : 
when a man saith he hath done, or will do, or not do, a 
thing that is in has power to do. 

Pronouncing with his mouth.] It was to be uttered in 
words, and not merely thought in his mind. 

To do evil or good.] That he hath done a thing, or not 
done it, of whatsoever kind it be; or that he will, or will 
not do it. For these four kinds of oaths, of this sort, the 
Hebrew doctors make, two about things past; and two 
about things to come, (see Selden de Synedr. lib. ii. cap. 
11. n. 8.) As if he swear that he did eat, or he did not eat 
of such a meat ; did talk, or did not talk with Reuben or 
Simeon, &c. Rasi thinks by doing good is meant some- 
thing for his own advantage, and, consequently, by doing 
evil, we are to understand afflicting himself, or punishing 
his servant, &c. But it may as well be understood gene- 
rally of all things whatsoever, which are comprehended 
tinder the name of good and evil. 

i And it be hid from him.] He did not rightly understand, 
wr consider the thing about which he swaie; whether it was 
in his power, for instance, to do what he swore he would 
<Jo ; or, whether he could lawfully do it ; or if through for- 
getfulness he omitted to do what he might have done. Some 
interpret these and the following words, as those of the 
foregoing verse. 

* He shall be guilty in one of these.] Obliged to offer a sa- 
crifice (as it follows, ver. 6.) if he have sworn rashly in any 
of the foregoing instances. 

* Ver. 5. And it shall be, wlien he shall be guilty in one of 
tliese things, that lie shall confess tliat he hath sinned in 
tlmt thing.] When ho laid his hand upon the head of his 
sacrifice, this confession of his offence, it is likely, was 
made; without which his sacrifice would have been of no 
avail; so all the Hebrew doctors understand it; particu- 
larly Abarbinel, upon the sixteenth chapter of this book, 
saith, that confession was necessary to be added to every 
sacrifice for sin. For what is here commanded in this case, 
they resolve belongs to all sin-offerings, and trespass- 
offerings* also. And, indeed, it was a notion among the hea- 
then themselves, that an offering without prayer was to no 
purpose: " Quippe victimas ca>di sine precatione, non vi- 
detur rjeferre,nec Deos rit6 consuli," as Pliny speaks, (lib. 
xxviii. Nat. Hist. cap. 2.) and every one knows that con- 
fession was a part of prayer. (See, Dr. OutramdeSacri- 
ficiis, lib. i. cap. 15. n. 9.) 

Ver. G. And lie sliall bring his trespass-offering ttnto the 
Lord.] There is a difference between, a sin-offering (called 
diattah) and a trespass-offering (called aschavi), as is plain 
in the latter part of this chapter, compared with this. But 
here in this place they are not distinguished, for the nannj 
of trespass-offering is given to that which was really a sin- 
offering; as appears from the latter end of this verse, and 
from the two next, where this offering is expressly called a 
sin-offering. 



For his sin ivhich he hath sinned.] In any of the four fore- 
mentioned cases; either by polluting the sanctuary, or 
eating holy things, or a rash oath, or by refusing to give his 
testimony, being adjured by the court of judgment to do it 
Thus R. Levi of Barcelona explains this, (Prgecept. exxi.) 

A female from the flock, a lamb, or a kid of the goats, for 
a sin-offering.] As the Hebrews call the sin-offering, men- 
tioned in the foregoing chapter, (ver. 27.) a fixed sacrifice ; 
so they call this higher or lower, being brought according 
to every man's faculty or ability; some more, some less, as 
the forenamed author, and many other of their doctors ob- 
serve; and is plain of itself from the following:verses. 

-And the priest shall make an atonement for him, concern- 
ing his sin.] By sprinkling the blood, and burning the fat of 
the sacrifice, as is directed, iv. 34, 35. - 

Ver. 7. And if he be not able to bring a lamb.] See the 
mercy of God, saith the samB R. Levi, who was pleased to 
exact such small punishments for these sins, because it was' 
very easy for men to fall into them. For we are more prone 
to offend in word than in deed: and without great caution 
it was scarce possible not to fall into such legal pollutions, 
as required this expiation. 

Then he shall bring for his trespass, which he hath com- 
mitted, two turtle-doves, or two young pigeons, unto the 
Lord.] Who, though he would not exact a heavy punish- 
ment of them for these offences, yet would not suffer them 
to escape altogether unpunished ; that they might not be 
presumptuous, but use due care and caution in their words 
and actions. So the same R. Levi represents the sense of 
this law, as if the Lord had. said, " I would not have such 
things done ; but if any man by frailty commit them, let him 
repent with all his might, and set a guard upon Himself; 
and let him offer a sacrifice, which may imprint the remem- 
brance of his guilt upon his heart; and preserve him that 
he may not hereafter offend/' 

The one for a sin-offering, and the other for a burnt-offer- 
ing.] First, he was to have his peace made with God, by a 
sin-offering; and then his burnt-offering, or his gift, might 
be accepted, as Rasi observes ; and is expressly ordered 
in the next verse, the priest shall offer that which is for the 
sin-offering first. 

Ver. 8. And wring off his headfromhis neck, &c] Or ra- 
ther, nip it off with his nail, (as the Jews explain it, see i. 
15.) so as not quite to separate it from the body. For that 
had been to make the sacrifice contemptible, (as R. Levi, 
of Barcelona, gives the reason of it, Praecept. cxxviii.)the 
bird looking more handsome with its neck still joined to 
the body, than without it. And it was fit the sacrifice, even 
of a poor man, should be as decent as possible; it being 
sufficient he thus suffered, without increasing his affliction 
by the moan and abject form of his sacrifice. 

Ver. 9. And he shall sprinkle of the blood of the sin-offer- 
ing. Sac] Some of the blood, which ran out of itself, as 
the priest held it by the -neck, where he nipped it, he 
was to sprinkle upon the side of the altar. And then he 
was to press out the rest of the blood (when as much was 
ran out as would of itself, by that nip) at the bottom of the 
altar ; where they were wont to pour out the blood of the 
sin-offering, (iv. 7: 18. 25. 34.) 

It is a sin-offering.] Therefore the blood was there pressed 
out: whereas, in burnt-offerings of a bird, we read only of 
pressing or squeezing out the blood at the side of the altar, 
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(i. .15.) It is not said what was to be done with the flesh ; 
but it is plain, from vi. 26. that the priest was to have it; 
the blood only being offered to God. 

Ver. 10. And he shall offer the second for a burnt-offering, 
according to the manner.] Prescribed in tho first chapter, 
ver. 15. . 

And the priest shall make an atonement for him, &c] 
Some gather from hence, that the burnt-offering was also an 
expiatory sacrifice. But it is so plainly distinguished from 
it, that these words seem to mo to relate only to the fore- 
going offering, (ver. 8, 1).) Though this may be concluded 
from hence: that the sin-offering was not accepted for his 
expiation; unless this burnt-offering followed, as a thank- 
ful acknowledgment made to God for his goodness. 

Ver, II. But if he be not able to bring tivo turtle-doves, 
or two young pigeons.] This was still a more merciful pro- 
vision for the poor; who were not to be so ambitious of 
offering a beast or a bird, as not to content themselves with 
offering the smallest thing that God would accept. Soil. 
Levi, of Barcelona, observes, that God having such com- 
passion on men's poverty, it did not become them to strain 
themselves to offer more than they were able; for so they 
might have been tempted to steal. Yet, if, after a man had 
set aside a little money to buy this quantity of fine flour, 
his estate was bettered, he was then bound (as Maimonides 
saith, in the treatise called Schegagoth) to add so much to 
it, as would buy the birds before prescribed. And in like 
manner, if he had designed to buy birds, and on a sud- 
den grew richer, he was to procuro a lamb .or. a kid. On 
the contrary, if a man had set apart money to buy a bullock 
for his sin-offering, and unexpectedly grew poor, he might 
buy two turtles, or young pigeons, and by them redeem his 
money so consecrated, &c. (cap. 10.) 

Then he that hath sinned shall bring for his offering a 
tenth part of an epluxh of fine flour, &c] Neither more nor 
less; which was but a small quantity, (see Exod. xvi. 36.) 
because God would not have his creature oppressed, as the 
same author observes, (Praecept/cxxix.) ' 

He shall put no oil upon it, neither shall he put any frank- 
incense thereon.] In commiseration of his poverty, God re- 
quired only a little flour, which every one might easily get, 
to offer without any oil to it, which was more costly ; and 
also had something of magnificence in it (kings and priests 
being anointed), and therefore not becoming the meanness, 
or the grief and humility, of the person that brought this 
offering. For which reason frankincense was also omitted, 
being a pleasant thing; and not fit to be added to an offer- 
ing for sin: which was offensive to God. To this purpose 
the same It. Levi, in the same place. And we find this imi- 
tated also by the heathen ; for Pliny saith, in his preface to 
Vespasian before his Natural History, " Mola tantum salsa 
litant, qui non habent thura." 

• Ver, 12. *Then shall he bring it to the priest.] Confessing 
his sin to him (as is ordered, ver. 5.) for which he de- 
sired this offering might be accepted. 
. And the priest shall take his handful of it, even a memorial 
thereof] For an acknowledgment of his fault, and as a cau- 
tion to him hereafter. 

Ver. 18. And the priest shall make an atonement for him, 
as touching the sin that he hath sinned in one of these.] With 
one of these three forementioned sacrifices : either with a 
lamb, or with two turtles or young pigeons, or with fine 



flour. For, as Itasi hath observed, there are three sorts 
of men; rich, poor, and very poor: and so three sorts of 
offerings are prescribed in this chapter, suitable to each 
of their abilities. 

And the remnant shall be the priest's, as a meat-offering.] 
See chapter the second, ver. 2, 3. where the whole meat- 
offering (except one handful) is given to the priest: who 
had nothing at all of some of the sin-offerings, mentioned in 
the foregoing chapter, (ver. 12. 21.) which were entirely 
consumed. . 

Ver. 14. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying] Here 
begin the orders which were given to Moses about another 
sort of sacrifice, near of kin to the former: but delivered, it 
is likely, at some other time; after he had written down the 
foregoing laws about sin-offerings. (See iv. I.) 

Ver. 15. Jf a soul commit a trespass.] In the .Hebrew 
this is a different phrase from what hath been hitherto 
used, signifying another sort of guilt. 

And sin through ignorance, in the holy things of the Lord.] 
By applying to his own private use any thing that was de- 
dicated to God, (as Maimonides expounds it in his More. 
Nevochim, par. iii. cap. 46.) which might be committed in 
the payment of tithes, and in first-fruits, and the first-bora 
of cattle, or meddling with that part of the sacrifice which 
belonged to the priest alone. Which things he that com-, 
mitted presumptuously, was to be cut off, (Numb. xv. 30.) 
but if ignorantly, he was to do as here is directed in this 
verse. But these words seem to be particularly restrained- 
to the last of those things now mentioned, (eating any part 
of the sacrifice which belong to the priest alone, xxii. 14.) 
and the end of this law (as R. Levi Barzelonita speaksy 
Pnecept. exxii.) was to excite fear and reverence in alL 
those who approached unto holy things. 

Then he shall bring for his trespass unto the Lord, a ram 
without blemish out of the flocks.] As a sheep was a more 
noble species among creatures than a goat ; so a ram wan 
of a greater value among sheep, than a female : and. there- 
fore this sacrifice was more costly than the sin-offering mcrir 
tioned ver. 6. 

With thy estimation.] Besides his sacrifice, he was to. 
make satisfaction in money, according as the priest should 
esteem the damage. For that is the meaning oftvith thy 
estimation; according to the value thou shalt set upon the 
thing, which he applied to his own use. 

By shekels of silver, ] At least two shekels, as the Jewish, 
doctors resolve. ." . : ; 

- After the shekels of the sanctuary.] See Exod. xxx. 13. 
The Jews w T ere thus confined to these rites, and such as 
are mentioned ver. 8, 9. in the rest of these prescriptions, 
that there might be no room for idolatrous ceremonies; nor 
might men among themselves be left at liberty to invent im- 
pious or frivolous ways of worship: and that the obedience 
of good men might be also exercised in these minute mat- 
ters; and the contempt of wicked people be the more appa- 
rent, in refusing to comply with these known laws of God. 

For a trespass-offering.] The Hebrew word ascham, 
which we translate trespass-offering, is so near of kin to 
chattah, which we translate sin-offering, that one of them is 
sometimes used for the other, as I observed upon ver. 6. 
yet there is a real difference between them : though it bo 
not easy to determine wherein it consists. For the greatest 
men differ in their opinion about the quality of the offences, 
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for which these two kinds of sacrifices were to be offered: 
some saying that (he offences for which ascham was offer-; 
ed, were inferior to those for which chattdh was offered ; 
which is the opinion of Maimonides in his More Nevo- 
chiin, (par. iii. cap. 46.) Others, on the contrary, think,* 
that the offences which were expiated by ascham, were 
more grievous than those, expiated by chattqh;. which is 
the opinion of no less a man than the deservedly-admired 
Bochartus, in his Hierozoicon, (par. i. lib. ii. cap. *33.) 
Where he adds, that the former sort of sins were committed 
knowingly; the other only ignorantly. For so the LXX: 
translate chattah by apiaprta, which seems to denote a. fault 
committed by error and mistake : but ascham by w\r)ppi\ua, 
which carries in it the notion of something premeditated 
and designed. But this is directly contrary to the very 
words of Moses here in this verse ; which expressly speak 
of a trespass committed through ignorance. Aben Ezra 
therefore distinguishes these two much better, making chat- 
tali to signify a sacrifice which was made for the purging 
offences, committed through ignorance of the law; and as- 
qluim for such as were committed through forgctfulncss of 
the law. But as he gives no proof of this, so he was sen- 
sible it was liable to exception; there being one of this 
sort of sacrifices mentioned vcr. 17. which he saw could; 
not be comprehended under this rule. Others therefore 
tjiink, the former hath respect to offences against God ; and 
the latter to those against men ; not observing, that the very, 
same sort of sin, which when it was known is called chat- 
tah, when it was doubtful is called ascham. From whence 
a very learned person of our own (now with God), who had 
much and long considered this matter, concludes, that an 
offence was peculiarly called ascham (which is a name for 
the sin, as well as for the sacrifice, as chattah also is) 
about which either a man was dubious (as in the following 
verso), or did a manifest damage to other men. There being 
no ascham (or trespass-offering) commanded to be offered 
by the law, but for such offences as were so committed 
against God, that their neighbours also were injured by. 
them. As in the case of those who did eat holy things, 
here mentioned, whereby the priests were damaged: and 
of tnosc mentioned vi.2 — 4. and such as lay with a bond- 
woman betrothed to another, (xix. 20, 21.) Which are all 
the cases belonging to this matter ; excepting that of the 
Nazarite defiled by the dead, (Numb. vi. 12.) and of the 
leper, (iv. 12.) who were to be purged with a sin-offering, as 
well as with a trespass-offering: and therefore not to be 
considered in this matter. See Dr. Oulram, lib. i. de Sa- 
crifieiis, cap. 13. n. 8. and Samuel Petitus's Vance Lec- 
tiones, cap. 22. who hath said the same, but not so fully 
and distinctly. If this do not satisfy, yet it is plain the sa- 
crifices which go by this name of trespass-offerings, and the 
rites also about them, were so different, that they are suffi- 
cient to distinguish them from the other. For none but 
rams and male-lambs were admitted for trespass-offerings, 
which were not used at all in any sin-offerings. And the 
blood of the sin-offerings was put upon the horns of the 
altar, (as was noted in the foregoing chapter, ver. 7. 18. 25.) 
but that of the trespass-offerings was sprinkled round about 
upon the altar, (vii. 2.) Sin-offerings also were offered for 
the whole congregation of Israel, (iv. 13.) but trespass-of- 
ferings only for private persons, which made Bonfrerius (I 
suppose) after a long discussion of this matter, to con- 



clude, that the difference between sin and trespass con- 
sisted only in the sacrifices which were offered for them. 
See him upon the fourth chapter of this book; ver. 1.. 

Ver. 16. And he shall make amends for the harm he hath 
done in holy things, and shall add a fifth part thereunto, 
&c] Besides the compensation, mentioned in the foregoing 
verse, for the damage that was done, according to the va- 
luation made by the priest, there was a fifth part more to be 
added thereunto, and given to the priest who had suffered 
the damage. * '. 

And the priest shall make an atonement for him with the 
ram of the trespass-offering, and it shall be forgiven him.'] 
The atonement was not made, nor forgiveness obtained, till 
full satisfaction for the wrong had been made. 

Ver. 17. Andifa sonlsin, and commit any of these things, 
&c] i\ e. Did cat any of the holy things beforementioned, 
which God forbade any but the priest to eat. 

.Tliough he wist it not.] i. e. Be not certain whether they 
were holy, or no.; For the Hebrews generally call this 
ascham talui, a dubious trespass-offering: being in a matter 
about which a man was in suspense, whether he had of- 
fended or not. 

Yet he is guilty, and shall bear his iniquity.] He shall be 
obliged to offer this sort of sacrifice. * Which was ordained 
(saith R.,Levi Barzelon. .Praecept. exxiii.) to make men 
cautious, t and fear to sin;, and to attend diligently in all 
their actions, that they transgressed not the laws of God. 

Ver. 18., And he shall bring a ram without blemish, out 
of the flock, voith thy estimation, &c] The offering before 
appointed, (ver. 15, &c.) with this difference, only, that no . 
fifth part was in this case to be added, because it was not 
certain whether he had transgressed or no. 

* The priest shall make an atonement for him, concerning, 
his ignorance wherein he eired, and wist ii not.] Did not 
know # whether he had offended or not: which distinguishes 
this from the sin of ignorance mentioned ver. ,15. .. 

Audit shall be forgiven him.] But if he afterward came 
to have a certain knowledge of his offence, he was not ex- 
cused by this dubious offering (as Rasi observes), but was 
bound also to offer a sin-offering. 

Ver. 19. It is a trespass-offering.] In this case a sacrifice* 
must be offered, as well as in a certain trespass. .*. 

* He hath certainly trespassed against the Lord.] The 
words in the Hebrew are, ascham ascham lajhova; which, 
I think, should be translated, a trespass-offering certainly 
unto the Lord. That is, in this doubtful case, let him take 
a sure course, by offering the sacrifice here prescribed.; 
For though neither this sort of sacrifices, nor sin-offerings, 
were to be voluntary (which was proper only to tvhole. 
burnt-offerings and peace-offerings), yet the very suspicion 
of a guilt required a sacrifice. As for all those offences 
which might be committed hy men who had no sense .or. 
suspicion of them, they were expiated by the sacrifices, 
which were offered for the whole congregation, at certain 

. stated times : but no particular person was to offer either, 
i sin-offering or trespass-offering of his own accord, unless 
he knew or feared he had contracted some guilt. 

I cannot think fit to conclude this chapter, without tak- 
ing notice how Jonathan paraphrases these last words of 
it; who, instead of saying he hath trespassed (as it is com- 
monly translated) against the Lord, saith, against the name 
of the Word of the Lord. Which is an observation that t 
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might have been made in my notes upon the two foregoing 
books of Moses, where many such passages occur, which I 
did not mention. And I should not havo done it now (be- 
ing unwilling to swell this commentary with any thing that 
doth not tend to the explaining the sense of the text), did 
not the impious pamphlets that have lately been spread 
abroad against tho doctrine of the ever-blessed Trinity, 
make it necessary for mo to take this occasion to assert, 
that this doctrine was not unknown to the ancient Jews, as 
appears even from the frequent mention of the Word of 
live Lord in the Chaldee paraphrasts, where the Hebrew 
hath only Jehovah (or the Lord) : for which I tan see no 
reason at all, if there had not boon a notion among them of 
more persons than one who was Jehovah. It doth not 
always, indeed, carry this signification in it; but there are 
very many places where, by the Word of the Lord, cannot 
be meant a word spoken by the Lord, or any thing else, 
but a person speaking or acting, Sccwho is the Ix)rd. There 
is a famous instance of it in Gen. xxviii. 20, 21. where Ja- 
cob's vow is thus translated by Onkelos : Jacob vowed a: 
vow, saying, If the Word of the Lord will be with me, and 
keep me, &c. then shall the Word of the Lord be my God. 
Where tho Word of the Lord is so plainly made the object 
of his adoration, that it evidently shews they had a notion 
in those days when Onkelos lived (which was about our 
Saviour's time), of more persons than one who was tho 
Lord. The Jerusalem Targum also speaks this so clearly, 
that one cannot but be something amazed to meet with such 
expressions in it, as those upon Gen. iii. 22. The Word 
of the Lord said, Behold, Adam whom I have created, is my 
only-begotten in this world ; as I am the only-begotten in 
the heavens above. Which may fairly induce a belief that 
St. John used the known language of those times, when he 
declared our blessed Saviour's Godhcadnndcr the name of 
the Word, who teas in the beginning with God, and was 
God, (John i.l.) 



. CHAP. VL 

Vcr. 1. JjLND the Lord spake unto Moses, faying.] What 
here follows belonging unto the same with that which \vcnt 
before, it is likely, was spoken at the same time. And 
these words signify, that the Lord further spake unto Moses, 
what concerned trespass-offerings. 

Ver. 2. If a soul sin, and commit a trespass.] The same 
sort of expression is used in the beginning of this law, -con* 
cerning the trespass-offering, ver. 15. Which some trans- 
late prevaricate, or act insincerely. 

Against the Lord.] The Sovereign of the world ; who was 
peculiarly affronted by the following sins; especially by 
swearing falsely, which was calling him to bear witness 'to 
a lie. 

And lie unto his neighbour in that which was delivered 
him to keep.] Deny the trust which was committed to him;* 
and that when he was brought upon his oath to deliver the 
truth, as appears by the next verse. For this is the in- 
stance of that sort of oath, which the Jews call the oath 
about a thing deposited, (see v. 1.) For there being no 
witness of what was done between two friends or neigh- 
bours, who trusted one another in such matters, but God 
Alone; they appealed unto him, from whom nothing could 
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be hid. And this oath, the Jews say, was governed by an- 
other, which Ihey call the oath of testimony : which a mart 
was not bound to give, unless ho were adjured to it by the 
court of judgment: and so it was in the oath about the 
things deposited; he was not guilty who was adjured by 
private persons, and denied it; but he that denied it before 
the court. So they resolve in Ilalicah Olam, par. iv. 
cap. 2. 

Or in fellowship.] To carry on a common trade, in joint- 
stock; or (as others understand it) in any thing for which 
he gave his hand unto another: for so the Hebrew words 
are, putting of the hand, as contracts are oft-times made: 
which if a man afterward denied, he fell under the gnilt 
here mentioned. And there is some reason to think, that 
this is much of the saime nature with the former; because, 
when he speaks of restitution, (ver. 4.) this is not repeated. 
And therefore it seems to be included in that which was 
deposited with another: whether it were money, called' 
here pikkadon ; or any other gefods, called tesumah jad. 
They that .would see more opinions about these words, 
putting of the hand, may consult Const. L'Empercur, in 
his annotations on Bava kama, cap. 9. sect. 7. 

Or in a thing taken away by violence.] That is, by rob- 
bery or'stealth, as the word gazel signifies. For theft not 
being punished among the Jews with death, they tendered 
an oath to those who were accused or suspected of it, to 
clear themselves from the imputation, (Exod. xxii. 11.) 

Or hath deceived his neighbour.] Wronged him by false 
accusation, as the Hebrew word hoschok seems to import 
Which St. Jerome always translates calumny; as the word 
haschak he translates to calumniate. It signifies also ex- 
tortion; and Rasi takes it for defrauding a hireling of his 
vrages. 1 

Ver. 3. Or have found that which was lost, and lieth con- 
cerning it.] Deny that he found a thing lost ; which in truth 
came to his hand. 

And sweareth falsely.] They put men to their oath in this 
case also, when there was a just cause of suspicion; as 
they did in'matters of theft. 

In any of all these.] In any of these sorts of things; as 
the Hebrew may be translated. 

Tliataman doth.] Wherein one man dealeth with an- 
other: or which frequently happen, as Grotius thinks this 
plirase signifies; in his annotations upon 1 Cor. x. 13. 

Sinning therein.] By these means contracting a guilt. 

Ver. 4. Then shall it be, because he h&thsinned, and is 
guilty.] The last Words should rather be translated, and' 
acknowledges his guilt. For so this word ascham, gfnilty, 
ought to be expounded, as I shewed iv. 22, 23. to make a 
clear sense of tho law there mentioned. And it would other- 
wise be superfluous here : for when a man hath sinned so 
grievously as the foregoing verses suppose, who could doubt 
of his guilt? The true meaning therefore is, when he hath 
sinned (so the first words may be translated) by committing 
any of those things forettientioncd, and acknowledges £w 
guilt, he shall restore that which he took away violently, 
&c. And this most plainly reconciles the contradiction, 
that otherwise would be between this law and that in Exod. 
xxii. 1. 7. 0. where a man that stole an ox ifc condemned 
to restore five oxen, and four sheep for one; and if ho 
delivered money to another to keep, and it was stolen, the 
thief was to pay double; whereas here, one simple rcsti- 
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tution is exacted, with an addition of a fifth part. The 
reason is, because in Exodus he speaks of those thieves 
who were convicted by witnesses in a court of law; and 
then condemned to make such great restitution: but here 
of such as, touched'with a sense of their sin, came volunta- 
rily and acknowledged their theft, or other crime, of which 
nobody convicted them, or at least confessed it freely when 
they were adjured ; and therefore were condemned to suffer a 
lesser punishment, and to expiate their guilt by a sacrifice. 
See I/Empereur upon Bava kama, cap. 7. sect. 1. and 
cap. 9. sect. 1. 5 7. where he observes very judiciously, 
that this interpretation is confirmed by Numb. v. 7. where 
the first words may be translated, If they shall confess their 
sin that they have done, &c. And this seems to be more 
reasonable than the account which Maimonides ogives of 
this matter in his More Nevoch. par.iii. cap. 41. where, ex- 
pounding these words, which he took violently, of an open 
robber, he gives these reasons why he was notpunished 
so much as a thief, but restored only the principal, with a 
fifth part; because rapine happens seldom, but theft often; 
for it cannot be committed so easily as theft; and is done 
openly and manifestly, whereas theft is committed more^e- 
cretly : so that a man may be aware (he imagines) of a 
robber, and defend his goods against him, better than 
against a secret thief. Yet this is better than the account' 
of R. Johannes f. Zachei, (mentioned by J. Cochupon the 
Gemara of the Sanhedrin. cap. 7. p. 271.) that a merethief 
fears man more than God ; but a robber fears both alike. 

Ver. 5. Of all that about which he hath sworn falsely, he 
shall even restore it in the principal.'] The same numerical 
thing which he took away, if it still remain in his posses- 
sion unaltered; or else the just price of it: as H. Levi 
Barzelonita expounds it, Praecept. exxv. And the Jews 
pretend to such scrupulosity in this matter, thatthey say a 
man, who was to have a share in his father's estate, from 
whom he liad taken something by robbery, was to restore 
it before the division was made, and not by detaining it to 
make his share greater than it ought "to be. (See Bava 
kama, cap. 9. sect. 9.) 

And shdlladd the fifth part more thereto.] The Jews have 
many subtilties about this, as maybe seen there, sect. 0, 
7. The plain sense is, that he should compensate the loss 
which the right owner might have sustained (by wanting 
the use of his goods so long as the other had detained 
them in his hand), by adding a full fifth part of the prin- 
cipal, as an amends for the wrong. Yet, if he had really 
forgotten that he had found such a thing as he was charged 
withal, at the time he denied it upon oath, he was -not 
bound to pay the fifth part more, nor to offer the expiatory 
sacrifice, though he really was possessed of the thing; as 
Mr. Selden observes, lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 11. p. 506. 

And give it nnto him to ichom it appertained.] If he 
hath stolen from a man the smallest piece of money, ivhich 
the Jews call peruta } and had forsworn it, they fancy ho 
was bound to Testore it to the owner himself ; though he 
lived as far off as Media: and it would not suffice to give 
ittohisson,or his attorney, whom he had left to act for him. 
Yet they are something humorsome in these absurdities, 
for they do not tie a man to go so far to pay the fifth part; 
though in a case where it was more than a peruta. (Seo 
Bava kama, cap. 9. sect. 5, G.) 

In the day of his trespass-offering.] Or, in the day of his 
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trespass; that is, as soon as he acknowledged his guilt, as 
this word I shewed ver. 4. is to be interpreted. And 
this agrees with what our blessed Saviour requires; (Matt. 
v. 23.) 

Ver. 6. And he shall bring his trespass-offering unto the 
Lord, a ram ivithont a blemish.] This the ^Hebrews call 
an offering for a certain guilt; as that v. 15, was for a 
dubious. 

With thy estimation, &c] R. Levi of Barcelona interprets 
it, a ram worth two shekels, (Preecept. exxiv.) 

Ver. 7. And the priest shall make an atonement for him, 
&c] The offender was not to think he ^vas cleared by 
making restitution, and adding the -fifth 'part, whereby his, 
neighbour might well be satisfied: but withal, this sa- 
crifice was necessary for his expiation, without which no 
satisfaction was made to the Divine Majesty. The "Jews 
themsdves also think that this was prescribed, to make 
them more Sensible of their sin, and to render it -more 
odious unto them; as the same author observes. 

Ver. 8. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] Here 
the'Hebrews begin a new section of the law, as well as a 
new chapter (as we call it), for the first seven verses plainly 
belong to the matter of the foregoing chapter. And it is 
reasonable to think,*that the following precepts were given 
at a distinct time from the former, (see iv. 1.) being about 
a different matter. For having declared what offerings the 
people should bring to the Lord, he now gives instructions 
to the priests, how they should manage the several offer- 
ings that were brought. 

Ver. 9. Command Aaron and his sons, saying.] As be- 
fore he bade Moses speak unto the children of Israel, (Lev. 
i. 2. iv. 2.) because the laws he then gave concerned them: 
so now he bids him command Aaron and his sons what to 
do; and acquaints them with the laws, that is, the rites 
they should observe in offering the several sacrifices before 
directed to be made. 

Tliis is the law of the burnt-offering.] He mentions that 
first, which was first delivered, and was the principal offer- 
ing, being purely in honour of God; whereas the other 
was occasioned by men's sins, or the benefits he had be- 
stowed on them. 

It is the burnt-offer ingJ] He explains what burnt-offering 
he chiefly means, viz, the daily sacrifice: which was the 
principal burnt-offering, according to which all other offer- 
ings of that kind were to be regulated. , 

Because of the burning upon the altar all night unto the 
morning.] Or, for the burning xipon the altar, &c. This 
was the reason of its name, because it was burning on the 
altar from the evening (at which the Jews began their day) 
till the morning. For which purpose the priests watched 
all night, and put the sacrifice upon the altar piece by 
piece, that it might be consumed by a slow and gentle fire. 
As for the morning sacrifice, it is not here mentioned, be- 
cause it was consumed "by a quioker fire ; that there might 
be room for other sacrifices that were commonly offered 
after it, (as appears from ver. 12.) and were only offered in 
the morning, not- at night. But if there were no other 
sacrifices to succeed it in/the morning, then, it is very 
likely, that it was also kept burning till the evening sacri- 
fice; that God's altar might always have meat upon it. 

And the fire of the altar shall be burning in it.] Or, For 
the fire of the altar, &c. So it should be translated: unless 
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we translate the last word notinit, but by it. And the fire of 
the altar shall be burning (i. e. be fed or maintained) by it. 

Ver. 10. And the ptriest shall put on his linen garment.] 
Mentioned Exod. xxviii. 40. 

And his linen breeches shall he put npon his flesh.] To 
cover his secret parts, as appears from Exod. xxviii. 42. 

And take up the ashes, which the fire hath consumed with 
the burnt-offering, &c] Or rather, When the fire hath con- 
sinned the burnt-offering on the altar. For the word aschar, 
which we here translate which, signifies alsotv/ten; and is 
so translated by us, iv. 22. Or else the sense must be, 
Tlie ashes into which the fire hath consumed the burnt-offer- 
ing. Or, to make good our present translation, a few 
words must bo added, in this manner, The ashes (of the 
wood) which the fire hath consumed with tlie burnt-offering. 

And he shall put them beside the altar.] On the east part 
of it, as far as might be from the most holy place. (See 
i.lG.) For this was most suitable to the glory of the house 
of God (saith R. Levi of Barcelona), and the fire would 
burn better, when the altar was cleared from the ashes. 

Ver. 11. And he shall put off his garments, ,] Those before- 
named, and put on other garments. It is a question among 
the Jews whether he mean his common raiment, or some 
other garments, not holy, and yet not quite common, but 
of a middle nature. It is most likely that the carrying the 
ashes out of the tabernacle, being not a holy action, as 
they were not to perform it in their priestly, i. e. sacred gar- 
ments, wherein they took them from the altar; so they did 
it in the common habit, which they wore when they did not 
minister. Yet Rasi thinks this was not absolutely neces- 
sary, but only fitting and seemly: it being indecent to do 
this work in the same garments wherein they served at the 
altar. And the ashes having been upon the altar, there are 
those (as I said) who fancy this was not a work fit to be 
performed in their common garments ; and therefore have 
devised a habit of less dignity than those garments where- 
in they ministered, which they used when they carried out 
the ashes. Thus Maimonides himself, and others, men- 
tioned by Mr. Selden, lib. iii. de Syned. cap. 11. n. 6. 
where he likewise observes, that Chiskuni is of opinion, 
that such of the family of the priests, as were both ex- 
cluded from their ministry in the sanctuary, and from wear- 
ing the holy garments, by reason of some defect in their 
bodies, were permitted to perform this office of carrying 
away the ashes. 

And carry forth the ashes without the camp, into a clean 
place.] Sec iv. 12. The forementioned Rasi will have it, 
that they needed not to take away all the ashes every day; 
but only a shovel-full, which they laid beside the altar. 
And when the hollow place of the altaT was so full, that 
there was no room to lay on the wood, they were bound to 
empty it, and carry all the ashes away. 

Ver. 12. And the fire upon the altar shall be burning in 
it, it shall not be put out.] This precept is repeated again 
in the next verse ; as it was mentioned once before, (ver. 9.) 
For which there is a just reason, as Abarbinel makes ac- 
count. For in the ninth verse he requires, that the wood 
for the evening sacrifice should be so ordered and attended, 
that the fire might be kept in till the morning. And then, 
here, in this verse, he requires there should such care bo 
used in taking away the ashes, that the fire might still re- 
main, and not be extinguished. After which, speaking of 



the morning sacrifice, in the latter part of this verse, he re- 
quires in the next, (ver. 13.) that such a quantity of wood 
should be laid on the altar, when they offered it, that the 
fire might be kept in till the evening sacrifice; or, that if 
there were any extraordinary sacrifices brought besides the 
daily burnt-offering, the priests should still add more wood, 
that the fire might not be put out by that means, but be able 
to devour them. 

And the priests shall burn wood on it every morning, 8cc] 
The Hebrew word for wood being in the plural number, 
R. Levi of Barcelona concludes there were more bundles 
than one brought in every day. And from this place (and 
i. 7.) he gathers there were three. The first of which he 
calls the great heap; with which the daily sacrifice, and 
the rest, for which there was occasion, w r ere offered: of 
w r hich he thinks Moses speaks in the ninth verse of this 
chapter. The second was lesser, which was laid at the 
side of the other, that they might have coals for the burning 
incense: and this he thinks intended here. And the third 
was merely to keep in the fire perpetually; of which he 
thinks Moses speaks in the next verse. The Misna also 
tells us, that there being seven gates to the great court of 
the sanctuary, three on the north, and as many on the 
south, and one at the east; the first on the south side was 
called the gate of burning: because at that gate they brought 
in the wood, which was to preserve the fire perpetually on 
the altar: (see Codex Middoth, cap. 1. sect. 4.) 

And he shall burn thereon the fat of the peace-offerings.] 
This fat af the peace-offerings was to be burnt together 
with the burnt-offering, and not separate from it : by which 
means the burnt-offering was the sooner consumed, and 
more room was made for other occasional sacrifices. 

Ver. 13. And the fire shall be ever burning upon the altar.] 
This fire was not kindled by the priests, but by God him- 
self; who sent it from heaven to consume the first sacrifice 
that was offered by Aaron, (ix. ult.) From which time they 
were bound to take care, that it never w r ent out; that so 
their sacrifices might be constantly offered by celestial fire: 
because it was the continuation of that fire which came 
from heaven, by a continual addition of fuel, whereby it 
was preserved. And so it continued, as the Jews affirm, 
till the captivity of Babylon ; and after it, as some of them 
would have us believe (who fancy it was preserved in a 
pit, by the care of some-religious priests, till their return), 
though against the common tradition among them, which 
is, that there was no sacred fire in the second temple; for 
they reckon this among the five things which were wanting 
there, and had been in the first. And as for the constant 
continuance of this fire, there was care taken that wood 
should bo laid up in the temple for the maintenance of it: 
so in order thereunto, there was a certain set time, when 
the people were obliged to carry wood thither; which made 
a kind of festival, called by Josephus Zv\o<j>6pta, lib. ii. de 
Bello Judaico, cap. 31. rtov Zv\oj>Qpt<ov eoprf/c ov<rt)g, &C. it 
being the feast of the wood-carrying; when it teas the atstom 
for all to bring vp wood for the altar: that there might be. 
no want of fuel for the fire, which tvas never to go out. 

It shall never go out.] This was a thing so famous, that 
it was imitated among the gentiles ; who thought it omi- 
nous to have their sacred fire go out: and therefore ap- 
pointed persons on purpose to watch it, and keep it perpe- 
tually burning, as appears by the vestal virgins at Rome, 
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whose great business it was to look after the eternal fire, 
as they called it ; imagining. the extinction of it purported 
<l(j>avt(jfxbv rijc iroXewc, the destruction of the city , as Diony- 
sius Halicarn. speaks. This institution is ascribed, both 
by him and by Plutarch, unto Romulus ; into whose his- 
tory many things were translated by the ancient pagans 
out of these sacred records of Moses, as the learned Hue- 
tius hath made probable in his Demoustratio Evangel. 
Propos. iv. cap. 9. n. 8. The Greeks also preserved such 
a 7rvp avfitarov, inextinguishable fire at Delphi ; and the 
Persians in like manner, and many other people, as Bo- 
chartus hath shewn in his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 
35. and Dilherrus before him, in a special dissertation (as 
he calls it) de Cacozelia Gentilium, cap. 11. where he hath 
heaped up a great deal to this purpose ; and, among other 
things, hath this conjecture — that the Grecian 'Ecrta, and 
the Roman Vesta, had their names from the Hebrew word 
esch, or the Chaldean escJia, which signifies fire. The con- 
jecture of David Chytraeus also is no less ingenious, who - 
derives those names from eschjah, the fire of the Lord. 

Ver. J4. And this is the law of the meat-offering.'] He 
doth not speak of tho offerings which accompanied the 
daily burnt-offerings, but of those which were offered alone, 
mentioned in the second chapter. Where directions are 
given of what they should consist; and also how much 
the priest should have for bis portion: but here are some 
things added concerning the place where they should be 
eaten by the priests; and concerning those meat-offerings, 
which were peculiarly to be offered for themselves. 

The sons of Aaron shall offer it before the Lord, before the 
altar J] Or rather, upon the altar : for so the Hebrew phrase 
[on the face of the altar] signifies. Or else the meaning 
is, he shall present it to the Lord before the altar; and then 
afterward (as is directed in the next verse) burn a hand- 
ful of it upon the altar. And so the rule is, chapter second, 
ver. 8, 9. When it is presented to the priest, he shall bring it 
to the altar, &c. 

Ver. 15. And he shall take of it his handful of the flour of 
the meat-offering, &c] According to the prescription in the 
second chapter, ver. 2. where all this verse is explained. 

Ver. 1G. And the remainder thereof shall Aaron and his 
sons eat.] If they had no pollution upon them, xxii. G. (See 
chap. ii. 3.) The reason of the precept was, (as R. Levi 
Barzel. observes, Praccept. exxxiii.) that it preserved the 
dignity of the sacrifice to have it eaten only by the priests : 
and by them (I may add) only in the holy place, and not 
carried out from thence, as it here follows. 

With unleavened bread shall it be eaten.] There is nothing 
in the Hebrew text to answer unto the word with; which 
makes the sense unaccountable, that otherwise is easy and 
natural. If wc translate it as the Hebrew words plainly 
signify, unleavened it shall be eaten, sec x. 12. 

In the holy place.] There was a room in the court of the 
priests, where they ate these holy things, as Kimchi ob- 
serves upon Ezck. xlii. Which maybe confirmed out of 
Numb, xviii. 10. where the most holy place can signify no- 
thing but the court of the priests, as L'Empereur rightly 
understands it in his Annot. upon Middoth, cap. 2. scct.G. 

-In the court of the tabernacle of the congregation they 
shall eat it.] As the priests did cat it in their own court, so 
their male children had place in the court of the Israelites 
>vhcrcin to cat it, (x. 12, 33.) And they arc all said to cat 

Digitized by* 



before the Lord, because this was a paTt of the tabernacle: 
as was also the court of the women, where there was a place- 
for the priests' daughters to eat, as well as their sons, of the 
firstlings that were offered to the Lord, (Numb, xviii. 19.) 

Ver. 17. It shall not be baken with leaven.] There were 
two little rooms at the east gate of the couTt of the temple, 
called the gate of Nicanor ; one of which was a vestry for 
the priests to put on their garments when they went to mi- 
nister; and the other was for baking this flour, and that 
mentioned ver. 21. So they tell us in Middoth, cap. 1. 
sect. 4. And therefore it is ordered to be baken without 
leaven, because it was a part of the Lord's sacrifice : which 
being offered unleavened, (chapter second, ver. 11.) the re- 
mainder must needs be unleavened also, because the whole * . 
was God's ; and the priests could have it no other ways 
than it was offered unto him. 

I have given it to them for their portion of my offerings 
madebyfire.] That is, of the ^a^q^mngrsbeforementioned. 

It is most holy, &c] This is, the reason why it was not 
to be carried to be eaten out of the holy place. (See chap. 
ii. ver. 10.) 

As is the sin-offering, and as the trespass-offering.] See 
ver. 26. and vii. 6. 

Ver. 18. All the males among the children of Aaron shall 
eat of it.] And none but they, because it was a thing most 
holy. 

It shall be a statute for ever in your generations.] That is, 
as long as the law about sacrifices shall last. 

Every one that touches them shall be holy.] According to 
this translation of these words, the meaning is, that it was . 
not sufficient to be descended of priests, and to be males,, 
but they were also to bo free from any legal defilement, who 
were admitted to eat of this offering, (xxii. 6.) But these 
very words, which wc here translate every one, in the 
twenty-seventh verse wc translate whatsoever : ' and then 
the meaning is, Every thing that toucheth them sliall be 
made holy by them. That is, the very dishes into which 
such holy things were put, or the spoons, or knives, where- 
with they were eaten, were never -to be employed to any 
other use. (See Exod. xxix. 37.) 

Ver. 19. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] At the 
same time the Lord gave direction about another offering,, 
near of kin to the former; but not yet mentioned. 

l Ver. 20. This is the offering of Aaron and his sons, which, 
they shall offer unto the Lord.] The Jews call this a mincha 
of initiation; which every high-priest, and every other 
priest (as they understand it), were bound to offer, when 
they were consecrated; and the high-priest to continue 
every day as long as he lived. So AbaTbinel, ;in his pre- , 
face to this book, (sect. 2.) reckoning the various sorts of 
meat-offerings, makes this the fourth kind ; which the high- 
priest offered every day, and every other priest once in his 
life, viz. when he first was admitted to minister at the altar, 
at the age of twenty years. For both these meat-offerings, 
saith he, arc comprehended in this verse. But it may as 
well be understood only of Aaron, and his successors in 
tho priesthood, of whom the following words seem to speak, ; 
and not of the common priests. , 4 . * 
,-In the day when he is anointed^] The Hebrew word be- 
jom may be translated from the day; and so the Jews un- 
derstand it, that he was to make this oblation, not only 
upon the day of his consecration, but ever after (as I said),, 
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every day, as long as he continued in the priesthood. 
And so the next words seem to explain it. 

The tenth part of an ephah of fine flour, for a meat-offer* 
ing perpetual; half thereof in the-- morning, and half at 
night.] The high-priest, saith .Joseph^ (lib. iii. Antiqicap. 
10.) sacrificed twice every day at his own charges: and 
then he descrihes this very offering, which was. distinct 
from that which attended the daily burnt-offering; as ap- 
pears by the quantity of this, meat-offering, and by the 
manner of ordering it. I?or; that. seems to have been raw 
flour, mixed with oil; but this baken,,as it-follows.in.the 
next verse. (Sec Exod. xxix, 40, 410 The reason why it 
is here mentioned, is, because it was a mincJia (or meat- 
°ff e ring), of whose rites Moses is treating; and this is an 
exception from the rest. 

Ver. 21. In a pan shall it beinade with oil.] With three 
logs of oil; as the Jews determine. 

And tvhen.it is baken.] See ver. .17. 

Thou.shalt bring it in.] Unto the altar. 

And the baken pieces shalt thou offer, &c.] If it was a* 
meat-offering of the high-priest, it was divided into twelve 
pieces (as Maimonides saith); if of a common priest (for 
they will have both to be included in this law) then into 
ten pieces; which were so exactly divided; that half of 
them were offered in the morning, and the other half in the 
evening. And the handful of frankincense (which they say. 
was offered with them) was, in like manner divided, and 
burnt on the altar, (Maase Korban, cap. 13.) 

Ver. 22. And.the priest of his sons, that is. anointed in his 
stead, shall offer it.] What he. had said of Aaron and his 
sons in general, (ver. 20.) he now particularly requires .of 
every son of his, that should succeed him in his. office;. 
For which there was the greater necessity, because (as R. 
Levi of Barcelona understands it, PraeCcpt. exxxiv.) the 
high-priest was an ambassador between the Israelites and 
their heavenly Father (by whom their prayers were offered 
to God, and who made reconciliation for them), and there- 
fore should be bound, in all reason, to offer a perpetual sa- 
crifice twice every day, for the constant needs of the con- 
gregation ; and to apply his mind to this (as he speaks), 
that he and they might be the better for it. 

It is a statute for ever unto the Lord.] As long as that 
priesthood continued. 

It shall be wholly burnt.] In which it differed from other 
meat-offerings, as will appear in the next verse. 

Ver. 23. For every .meat-offering for the priest."] Or of 
the priest. This. may seem to relate to every common 
priest; who were not all bound to offer this sacrifice 
every day, but only he who did it in the name of all the 
rest, viz. the priest ;who offered the .daily burnt-sacrifice. 
He may be. well thought to Jiave been obliged to this; by 
which means this meat-offering was offered to God every- 
day* by one or other of them, and never omitted. But 
Abarbinel (as. I noted before, ver. 20.) thinks, that only the 
high-priest was bound to offer this meat-offering every day; 
and every other priest once in his life, viz; when he began 
his ministry. 

Shall be wholly burnt : it shall not be eaten.] The priests 
had all.the meat-offerings whicfowexe.broughtby the people, 
except one handful which was offered to the Lord. (See 
chapter second, ver. 2, 3.) But of their own meat-offerings 
they were not to taste, but wholly burnt them on the altar. 
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For it had not been seemly for 1 ;m, both to offer unto God, 
and to eat of it as if it were his own ; as Maimonides speaks, 
(par.iii. More Ncvoch. cap. 46.) or, as R. Levi Barzclonita 
gives the reason, (Praecept. cxli.) the scope of the sacrifice 
being to raise the mind of him that offered it unto God, it 
was not fit he should think of eating any part of his own 
offering; which would have taken his miftd.off from God. 

Ver. 24. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] He 
added further several things concerning other offerings; 
which perhaps were delivered, at the same time with the 
foregoing; being still concerning the priests, (sec ver. 8, 9,) 
And therefore the next verse begins thus, "Speak unto 
Aaron and his sons, saying," 

Ver. 25. This is the lawofthe sin-offering.] That is; for 
particular persons: that for the prtests themselves, being . 
governed by another law. Eorit is plain, that, in the fourth 
chapter, he distinguishes: the sin-offeiing into two . kinds : 
one, whose blood was carried into the sanctuary, and the 
flesh of it burnt entirely without the camp, (ver. 7, 8, &c. 
and here ver. .30.) and another, whose blood was not car- 
ried into the sanctuary; the flesh of whith the priests were 
to eat, as is here directed. 

Lithe place where the burnt-offering is killed, shall the 
sin-offering be killed before the Lord.] See iv. 24.. 29. 31; 

It is most holy.] This is the reason of what follows, that 
none might eat;of it but those who were holy to the Lord. 

Ver. .26.. The priest that offereth it for sin, shall eat it.] 
The flesh of this sin-offering fell to the share of him who 
offered the sacrifice .that day; and to his male children: 
though he might invito any other priests, and their sons,. to 
partake with him; if, hepleased; as appears from ver. 29. 
I need not add, that the immurim, as the Hebrews call them; 
were excepted: that is, the fat, 8oc. mentioned iii. 9, 10. iv. 
2G. which were to be wholly burned upon the altar. 

In the holy place shall it be. eaten, &c] See ver. 16. For 
it being 7nost holy (as the words are in the conclusion- 
of the foregoing verse), it was to be eaten in- the holy 
place; and that the same day and night when it was of- 
fered ; and none of it to be kept till the morning. Where- 
as some of the peace-offerings . (which they called the 
lighter holy things) might be eaten the next day,,(vii. 16.) 
See Maimonides, More Nevochim, par, iii. cap. 46. This 
seems to have been imitated by the heathen, who required 
that their most holy sacrifices should not be carried out of 
the temple; as the scholiast upon Aristophanes's Equites 
observes, concerning the sacrifices, offered to Ceres and 
Proserpina: ovk l%rjv ra.Ovoutva AyuriTtpt teal Hzpauppvy t£o> 

Ver. 27. Whosoever shall touch the flesh thereof shall be 
holy.] See ver. 18. 

And zvhen there is sprinkled of the blood thereof upon any 
garment.] This is commonly, understood of the priest's 
garment, who alone, sprinkled the blood- But his gar- 
ments being holy, the blood that might chance to fall upon 
them was not thereby at all dishonoured: and therefore 
(if this be the meaning) we are to understand, that the gar- 
ments would appear less venerable, .when they were spot- 
ted with blood; and upon that account were to be washed. 
If we take it for the garment of him that brought the sa- 
crifice, which when it .was killed, the blood might chance 
to spirt upon his clothes; then the washing of them was 
out of reverence to the blood ; which, being holy, was not 
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to remain upon a common garment. "Which way.soever. it 
be interpreted, the intention, it is manifest, was to preserve 
in their, minds an awful regard to God, and to whatsoever 
belonged unto his service.. 

Thou shall wash that whereon it was sprinkled in the holy 
place.] Where there was a room (after the temple was 
built) which was called lischath hagullah, the chamber of 
the spring, or well, out of which water; was drawn -for the 
use of the court of the sanctuary. And there, it is proba- 
ble, these garments were washed; (See Codex Middoth, 
cap. 5. sect. 3.) 

Ver; 28.- But flie earthen vessel loherein it is sodden shall 
be broken.] For it being, very porous, might so doeply im- 
bibe, a. tincture from the flesh, that it could not be washed 
out ; but the smell of it might remain, a long time. And 
being of a small value, it was no great loss to haveJt 
broken; rather than any thing that was holy, remaining* 
in it, bo profaned. What became of the broken shreds* 
of these earthen vessels, is a doubt among the Hebrew 
doctors; because it was neither fit to throw them out. in a 
profane place, nor yet seemly, to. heap them up in the sanc- 
tuary: and therefore they fancy the earth opened and 
swallowed them up, as a great man in this kind of learning 
(J. Wagenseil) hath observed uponrthe Mischna of Sota, 
cap.. 3. But they might have rather said, that they were- 
thrown abroad into a clean place, after they were broken 
into small bits, or crumbled to powder; just as the ashes 
were that came from the altar, which wasa holy place. 

If it be sodden in a brazen pot, it shall be both scoured, 
and rinsed hi water.] Nothing: could" so easily sink into 
this, being a solid. metal: bntrtvhatsoever stuck to it might 
be rubbed out and cleansed by washing. From this verse, 
compared with other places, it seems apparent, that no- 
thing was roasted in the sanctuary, but only boiled; So- 
we find the peace-offerings (mentioned 1 Sam. ii. 13, 14, 
15.) were constantly sodden ; and all other holy offerings, 
except the paschal lamb (which they roasted at home), 
2 Chron. xxxv. 13. And after their return from the cap- 
tivity of Babylon, the same is intimated in the last verse 
of the prophecy of Zachariah. 

Ver. 29. All the males among the priests shall eat thereof: 
it is most holy.] See ver.* 16. and 20. 

Ver. 30. And no sin-offering.] Or rather; but no sin-of- 
fering. 

tFJiereof any of the blood is brought into the tabernacle 
of the congregation, to reconcile withal in the holy place, 
sliallbe eaten; &c] Such were: those sin-offerings for. the 
high-priest, (iv. 3.) and for the whole congregation, upon 
particular occasions,, (iv.'13,< &c.) Or upon the day of 
general atonement, (xvi; 27.) No part of these was to be 
eaten, but entirely burnt in the fire; as R^Iiere foll6ws in 
the end of this verse. There i& no necessity of Maimo- 
nides's observation upon these words ; that no man what- 
soever might eat of these sacrifices : for if the priest might- 
not, they were certainly prohibited to all otker persons. 



CHAP. VII. 

Ver. 1. JLlKEWISE this is the law of the trespassrof- 
fering.] The people* were directed before in: what cases 
they should bring, this sort of offering; and I have noted the j 
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difference between them and sin-offerings; (v. 15.) but now 
the priests are directed in their office about trespass-offerings: 

It is most- holy. ~] In general they* were to observe that 
these offerings, aswellas sin-offerings, weroto be number- 
ed among the most holy things ; and therefore to be accord- 
ingly used, (ver : . G.') ! 

Ver. 2. In the place- where they kill the burnt*offering y 
shall they, kill the trespass-offering. J Tlie same ordfer that 1 ' 
was 1 given about sin-offerings, (iv. 24. vi. 25:) 

And tlteblood thereof shall be sprinkled round about tip* 
on the altar:] Thisdsi a different rite from that which was 
observed in the sin-offerings^ whose blood wasput upon 
the horns of the altar; (iv. 25". 34.) and tlie blood of such 1 
sin-offerings &s were*madeforthe liigh-priest, or the whole 
congregation; was also to 'be 1 sprinkled seven times be- 
fore the veil of p the sanctuary, (iv. 6. 17.) But this to be 
sprinkled roundabout the altar of burnt-offering ; accord-' 
ing to the manner-used in the whole burnt-offerings, (il 11.) 
and in the peace-offerings; (iii. 2f 8:) only with this dif- 
ference, that there being a scarlet thread, or line, which 
went round about the altar exactly, in the middle, the 
blood of the whole burnt-offerings was sprinkled round 
about above the line, and the blood of the trespass-of- 
ferings, and the peace-offerings, round about below the 
line. (See Codex Middoth, cap. 3. sect. 1. and L'Empe- 
reur, Annot. 12.) 

Ver. 3. And he shall offer of it all the fat thereof] This 
was-the work of the priest, first'to offcrunto God his part 
of the sacrifice. 

Tlie rump.] All the fat belonging unto Gbd;ilris is par- 
ticularly-mentioned in the first place, as the principal fat;" 
For the tails of their sheep in those countries (and no ottfer 
creature but a ram was allowed for a trespass-offering, as 
was before noted) were of a prodigious bigness, as hath been 
noted by many: particularly by the famous Bochartus in 
his-Hierozoicon, (par. i. lib. ii. cap. 45.) and lately by an- 
other excellent person, Jobus Iaidolpbus, m his Ethiopia 
History, (lib. i. cap. 10. n. 16.) and in his commentaries 
on it, (num.76.) Andtherefore it is called, both here and 
in other places, by the peculiar name of alja; whereas the 
tail or rump of other creatures, is called zanah. (See what 
I have noted upon iii. 9.) 

And the fat that cover eth the inwards.] This, and all'that 
follows in the next verse, hath been explained before, (iii. 
3,4.8,9.) 

Ver. 5. And the priest shall b'urrr them upon the altar, 
&c*] As hedid the fat of the sin-offerings and peace-offerings, 
(iv.26. 31.) 

Ver. 6. Every male among the priests shall eat thereof, &c] ' 
All the fat being offered to God, the flesh became the por- 
tion of the priest; who, with his male children, but not fe- 
males, were to eat it t but not in any place out of the sanc- 
tuary; as it here follows. (See vi. 18; 26. 29.) 

Ver; 71 As is the sin-offering, so is the trespass-offering: , 
there is one law for them.] In thisinatter (though in* other; 
things they differed), for the same rule is given here about 
the trespass-offering, ;that is given in the chapter foregoing 
(ver. 26.) about the sin-offering. 

The priest that maketh atonement therewith shall have it.] 
"Who might invite other priests, if he pleased, to eat with 
him, and with his sons : but he was not bound to it; for the 
flesh of this sacrifice was entirely his own. 
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. Ver. 8. And the priest that offereth any man's burnt-offer- 
ing, even the priest.] Or, that priest who oiFereth it. 

Shall have to himself the skin of the burnt-offering, which 
he fiath offered.] All the flesh of the burnt-offerings being 
wholly consumed, as well as the fat, upon the altar, (chap, 
i. ver. 8, 9.) there was nothing that could fall to the share 
of the priest, but only the skin: which is here given him for 
his paius. I observed upon Gen. iii. 21. that it is probable 
that Adam himself offered the first sacrifice; and had the 
skin given him by God, to make garments for him and for 
his wife. In conformity to which the priests ever after had 
the skins of the whole burnt-offerings for their portion. 
Which was a custom among the gentiles (as well as the Jews), 
who gave the skins of their sacrifices to their priests, when 
they were not burnt with the sacrifices, as in some sin-offer- 
ings they were among the Jews, (iv. 11.) Who employed 
them to a superstitious use, by lying upon them in their 
temples, in hope to have future things revealed to them in 
their dreams. This Dilherrus hath observed, out of these 
words of VirgU: 



a hue dona Sacerdos 



Quum tulit, ct caesarum ovium sub nocte silenti 
Pellibus incubuit stratis, somnosque petivit, 
Multa modis simulacra vidit variantia miris, 
Et varias audit voces, fruiturque Deorum 
Colloquio." 

And in the Eleusinia, he observes, out of Suidas, the Dadu- 
chus put on the skins of the beasts which had been sacri- 
ficed to Jupiter; which were called Atoc kwS«*, the fleece of 
Jupiter, (JQissert. Special, de Cacozelia Gentil. cap. 9.) 

" Ver. 9. And all the meat-offering that is baken in the oven, 
and all that is dressed in the frying-pan, and in the pan.] 
See concerning these various sorts of meat-offerings in the 
second chapter, ver. 4, 5. 7. 

Shall be the piiest's.] All but the memorial of it, which 
was burnt upon the altar. (Sec ii. ver, 9, 10.) 

, That offereth it.] That particular priest who offered it 
was to have the remainder for his portion. 

f Ver. 10. And every meat-offering.] Or, but every meat- 
offering : for here is an exception to the foregoing rule. 

Mingled with oil, and dry.] The foregoing verse speaks 
of such meat-offerings as were any ways baken; but this of 
those that were raw: which were of two sorts; either of 
flour mingled with oil, as all voluntary offerings of this sort 
were, (ii. 1.) pr dry without any oil, as some sin-offerings 
tferc, (v. 11.) and the offering of jealousy, (Numb. v. 15.) 

Shall all the sons of Aaron have, one as much as another.] 
All the priests who attended on that day were to have an 
equal share in this kind of meat-offering: though he alone 
who ministered at the altar had the baked meat-offerings. 
There are some indeed who can see no reason for this dif- 
ference (though this last sort, others think, Mas more easily 
divided, and therefore shared among them all), and conse- 
quently take these words to signify the same with those in 
the foregoing verse : Every one, in the course of his ministry, 
shall have this benefit, in his turn of waiting at the altar. 

Ver. 11. And this is the law of tlie sacrifice of peace-offer- 
ings, &c] This is the only sort of offerings remaining to 
be sppkqn of : which, when he required them of the people, 
arc mentioned in the third place, after the burnt-offermgs 
and meat-offering^ before the sin-offerings and trespass-of- 



ferings. But here are reserved r or the last place, in his di- 
rections he gives to the priests about them; because, as 
there were several sorts of them, so there were various rites 
to bo observed about them. Which rites, as I observed 
before, arc called here the law of such sacrifices. 

Ver. 12. Jfhe offer it for a thanksgiving.] In this, and in 
the sixteenth verse, wo have an account of three sorts of 
peace-offerings. This, which was the principal, for bene- 
fits received from God's bounty; the other two, for the ob- 
taining such blessings as they desired to receive. And 
this of thanksgiving, was cither general for the whole con- 
gregation (of which there was but one only, at one time of 
the year, in the feast of Pentecost, xxiii. 19, which was ac- 
counted most holy), or particularly for private persons, as 
occasion offered, which were accounted less holy. And 
they are these here mentioned; which might be cither of 
the flock, or of the herd (but no birds), and either greater - 
or smaller of those kinds ; that is, of the herd from the first 
year to the third, and of the flock from the first to the se- 
cond year complete. If they were older, they were not fit 
for sacrifice. All this It. Levi Barzelonita, (Praeccpt. 
exxxvii.) explains at large. 

Then he shall offer with the sacrifice of thanksgiving, un- 
leavened cakes mingled with oil, &c] The same R. Levi 
observes, that some peace-offerings were offered without 
any bread; viz. such as they called hagigah and schimcah, 
sacrifices of festivity and rejoicing, i. e. at their great so- 
lemn festivals. But these here mentioned were all offered 
with bread; and that offered with this, which was the first 
of them, was called the bread of thanksgiving. It. Solo- j 
mon Jarchi restrains this sort of peace-offerings (of thanks- ' 
giving) to such wonderful deliverances, as those men- 
tioned in the hundred-and-seventh Psalm; from tempests 
at sea, or dangerous travels through the wilderness, and 
the like. Aben Ezra also seems to have been of the samo 
opinion, when he saith, that men being delivered out of 
straits and distresses, gave thanks to God by this oblation. 
But I can find no ground for this limitation; it being far 
moro likely, that this sacrifice was offered by all devout 
persons, for any mercy whatsoever that God bestowed 
upon them. 

Unleavened cakes, and unleavened wafers.] For none of 
God's bread was to be leavened. (See chap. ii. 11.) 

Ver. 13. Besides the cakes.] Beforementioned; which 
were to be unleavened. 

He shall offer for his offering leavened bread with the 
sacrifice of thanksgiving, Sic.] Not upon the altar (for that 
was absolutely forbidden in the forenamed chapter of this 
book), but he was to give it to the priest who waited at the 
altar, and was to partake of this sacrifice, and to rejoice 
together with him that offered it. Which is the reason 
that such different sorts of cakes are ordered in the fore- 
going verse, all unleavened (of which the priest was to 
have his share), and also others leavened, which arc pre- 
scribed in this verse; that God's family (his servants tho 
priests) might want no variety of bread, at their feasts 
upon these sacrifices: and that God might shew his friend- 
ship with those who offered the sacrifice, by accepting tho 
same bread at his own table, which they were wont to 
use at theirs. 

Ver. 14. And of it he shall offer out of the whole obla- 
tion, j&c] One of the cakes beforementioned (ver 12.) w f as 
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to be presented to God for a heave-offering: concerning 
which, see Exod. xxix. 24. 28. 

And it shall be the priest's that sprinkleth the blood of the 
peace-offerings.'] Haying offered one cake out of the whole, 
all that remained was the portion of the priest who 
sprinkled the blood of the peace-offerings on the altar. 

Ver. 15. And the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace-offer- 
ings for thanksgiving, shall be eaten the same day that it is 
offered, &c] The reason of this, which was observed in . 
.most of their sacred feasts, (particularly in the paschal 
Jamb, Exod. xxii 10. and in the manna itself, xvi. 19, &c.) 
was to maintain the honour and dignity of the sacrifices; 
that they might not be in danger to be corrupted, or turned 
to any profane use, or gratify men's covetousness. For, 
as Philo observes (in his book of Sacrifices), " It was not 
fit that these holy things should be put into their cup- 
boards, but immediately set before those who are in need; 
for they were no longer his that offered them, but his to 
whom they were offered: who being himself most liberal 
and bountiful, would have guests invited to his table to 
partake with those who offered the sacrifice. Whom he 
would not have to look upon themselves as masters of the 
feast, l7rfrpo7roi yap t\)u>yia$ uoXv ovx itmaroptq, for they are 
but ministers of the feast, not the masters or entertainers. 
.That belongs to God himself, whose bounty ought not to 
be concealed, by preferring sordid parsimony before gene- 
rous humanity." His meaning is, that all the sacrifice 
was God's, who graciously granted to him that offered it 
a part of it to entertain his friends and the poor, whom he 
would have invited forthwith, that no part of it might be 
converted to any other use but that which God appointed, 
•who made the feast. 

Ver. 16. But if the sacrifice of his offering be a void, or a 
voluntary offering.'] These two other sorts of peace-offer- 
ings were in the nature of prayers, for the obtaining such 
blessings as they desired and hoped for. And they were 
either the performance of a vow, which they made to God 
of offering him such a sacrifice, when they received the 
benefit, which was called neder: or, they were freely 
made beforehand, in hope God would bestow the benefit; 
which sacrifice was called nedebah, a voluntary offering. 
Now these were not so holy as the former; and therefore 
might be eaten on the morrow, as well as on the same day 
they were offered. So it here follows. 

It shall be eaten the same day that he offereth his sacri- 
fice.] Then they were immediately to begin to feast upon 
the sacrifice. 

And on the morrow also, the remainder of it shall be 
eaten.] But if they could not conveniently eat it all the 
same day, or had a mind to lay up some of it till the next, 
they had that liberty allowed them. For which Philo gives 
this reason (in the same book), that these being for mercies 
not yet received (or offered by virtue of an obligation), they 
might take more time to feast upon them with their friends, 
and be more sparing: but the former being a thankful ac- 
knowledgment of blessings already bestowed, their hearts 
were to be enlarged in greater bounty, H lv ol ImrvyxdvovTig 
Iro(/xwv teal Trpoxtipvv tvtpytaiwv, irotfiriv ical awiripStTov 7TOt- 
wvrai rriv //6raSoor(v* that they upon whom God readily be- 
stowed his benefits, might make a quick and speedy return, 
by doing good to others'without delay. And what is here 
said of the flesh of the sacrifice, the Jews also understand 



of the meat-offerings mentioned ver. 12, 13. None of which 
was to be kept longer than two days at the most. 

There is no place here assigned, where these sacrifices 
should be eaten, at the sanctuary ; as there is for the other, 
vi. 16. 26. and here in this chapter, ver. 6. The reason is, 
because there was such a multitude of them, that it might 
have made too great a crowd in the court of the Israelites", 
if they had been confined to it. Where they might eat them 
if they pleased, (as I shewed before, vi. 16.) but were not 
determined to that place ; but left at liberty to eat them in 
any part of the city where the tabernacle, and afterward the 
temple, stood. (See Deut. xii. 6, 7.) And consequently, 
while they dwelt in the wilderness, they might eat them any 
where in the camp ; which was pitched round about the 
tabernacle : only it was to be in a clean place, where the 
priests might eat them as well as the people, (x. 14.) 

Ver. 17. But the remainder of the flesh of the sacrifice on 
the third day, shall be burnt with fire.'] If there were such 
plenty, or they and their friends were so few, 'or they were 
so niggardly as not to call poor enough to eat all in two 
days' time, they were to have no further benefit of the flesh 
of this sacrifice; but what remained of it on the third day 
was to be burnt. Which was to preserve the dignity of the 
sacrifice, as the Jews speak, in preventing its stinking. And 
there was no nobler way of consuming it than 1>y fire, which 
consumed the sacrifice on the altar. So R. Levi Barzel. 
observes, Prascept. exxxviii. where he also adds, that God 
taught them hereby not to be solicitous for the future, nor 
careful to hoard up more than needed; when they saw him 
command the holy flesh to be destroyed, after the time al- 
lotted for its use was past. The heathens themselves 
thought this a decent rite; for there was a sacrifice at 
Rome, which they called Protervia, (as Bochart observes 
out of Macrobius, lib. ii. SaturnaL cap. 2.) in which the 
custom was, ut si quid ex epulis superfuisset, igne consnme- 
retur, tltat if any thing of the feast remained, it was con- 
sumed in the fire. (See his Hierozoic. par. i. lib.ii. cap. 50.) 

Ver. 18. And if any of the flesh of the sacrifice of tlie 
peace-offering be eaten at all on the third day, it shall not be 
accepted, &c] He lost the fruit of his sacrifice which he 
had offered to God by this profanation ; which destroyed 
the grace and favour which it had procured him with God. 

Neither shall it be imputed to him that offered it.] He shall 
not be thought to have made any offering at all. 

It shall be an abomination, &c] And more* than that, it 
rendered him abominable; being abominable itself: and 
made him liable to be scourged, as the Jews here under- 
stand the last words of this verse, he shall bear his iniquity. 
Which, I think, also signifies, that he should lie under-a 
great guilt, till it was purged by a trespass-offering. 

Ver. 19* And the flesh that toucheth any unclean thing 
shall not be eaten.] That is, the flesh of the peace-offerings 
befdrementioned, which might happen, as they carried it 
from the altar to the place where they intended to make a 
feast upon it, to touch any unclean thing, might not be 
eaten by any body. 

But burnt with fire.] As that which remained to the 
third day was, (ver. 17.) This made them very careful to 
preserve it pure. 

And as for the flesh.] That is, all the flesh which was not 
defiled by touching any unclean thing. 

All tltat be clean shall eat thereof] Whether the priest, 
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or other persons. For tho priest had the right shoulder 
and the breast, (as wo read expressly, ver. 33, 34.) and he 
that brought the sacrifice had the rest. Of the former, the 
whole family of tho.priest might eat; not only his sons, but 
his wife and daughters, who were not married; or being 
widows, were come back to their father again, if they had 
no children; or if those they had were begotten by priests : 
yea, his servants born in his house, or bought with his:mo- 
ney. (Scc.xxii. 11—13. Numb, xviii. 11.) And of the rest 
of Hie sacrifice,. he that offered it might cat it, with all his 
family and his friends ; excepting : those who had any un- 
cleanness upon them. There is frequent mention of these 
feasts in the following books of the Bible. As that made 
by Elkanah, (1 Sam. i. 4.) and by Samuol, when he enter- 
tained Saul, (1 Sam.ix. 13.-24.) And when the kingdom was 
renewed to Saul at Gilgal,;therc was a public feast made 
on these offerings, with great rejoicing, (1 Sam. xi. 15.) 
And the like was made for Jesse. and his sons, (xvi. 3. 5.) 
And by David, when he entertained the people, (lChron. 
xvi. 3.) And by Solomon, at the dedication of the temple, 
(1 Kings viii. 65.) And all the children of Israel made such 
a feast, at 'their return from Babylon, (Nehem. viii. 19.) 
There are many examples also of the like feasts among 
the heathens ; particularly in Homer, where Agamemnon 
(Iliad. i.) offered a hecatomb, and made a feast upon it. And 
Nestor (Odyss. iii.) offered a sacrifice of: eighty-two oxen, 
and made the like entertainment 

Ver. 20. But the soul that eateth of the flesh of the sacri- 
fice of the peace-offerings that pertain unto the Lord.'] By 
these last words it appears, that the whole offering was the 
Lord's, whose bounty entertained him and his friends, to 
whom he gave the greatest part of it. 

Having his uncleanness upon him, &c.] In this verse and 
in the next, every one that had any .legal defilement upon 
him is prohibited, under a severe penalty, to eat of the 
peace-offerings. 

And they might be made unclean cither by impurity in 
their own body, or by the contact of unclean things ; of the 
former of which he. speaks in this verse; and of the other 
in the next. Both were to. be punished with cntting-off; 
which hath been explained elsewhere, (Gen. xvii. 14.) 
From whence it was that the Jews were so very careful, 
not to go .into the judgment-hall when our Saviour was 
condemned, lest they should be defiled, but that they might 
catthe passover, (John xviii. 28.) at which feast, peace- 
offerings were offered together with the paschal lamb. (See 
more of this xxii. 2 — 4.) 

Ver. 21. Moreover, the soul that shall touch any unclean 
thing, as the uncleanness of man, or any unclean beast, or 
any abominable unclean things All these several sorts of 
uncleanness, contracted by touching things unclean, wo 
shall find in the following chapters, xi. &c. 

And shall eat the flesh of the sacrifice of peace-offerings, 
which, pertain funto the Lord t even that soul shall be cut off, 
&c] The intention of such precepts was, that the greater 
reverence (as Maimonides speaks, par. iii. More Ncvoch. 
cap. 41.) might be maintained towards the sacrifices which 
were offered unto God. Upon which account, Julian 
highly commends Moses, who, lie sailh,(as St. Cyril quotes 
his words, lib. ix. contra Julian.) was ovrwc tvXafirjc ireot 
rrjv tu>v Up&v fSwS^v, truly religious about the eating of holy 
things; which he proves from these very words of Moses. 
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But his conclusion from thence was very frigid, as St. Cy- 
ril calls it, that Christians were therefore to blame, because 
they would not -partake of such sacrifices: for we abstain 
not from thcm,saith that father, as unclean things, but fyuv 
Si //aXAov tog Ik tvttcjv, *7rWo aX^lc, we rather make a pro- 
gress, as from types, untoihe truth. 

Ver. 22. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.'] At 
tho same time that all these 'precepts were ordered to.be 
. delivered to the priests, he takes occasion to repeat several 
precepts he had befotc given, which concern all the peo- 
ple; because it was of great moment to have them ob- 
served. 

Ver. 23. Speak miito f the children of Israel, saying, Ye 
slutlleatno manner offal.] Because this was God's part, 
:and therefore not to be eaten by any one, but bumtupon 
•his altar. (See iii. 10,17.) And the reason Maimonides 
gives, why it was reserved for him alone, was, because it 
was very delicious to the 4aSte, (More Nevoch. par. iii. 
cap. 41.) 

Ofox,or of sheep, or of goat.] The Jews restrain this pre- 
cept to these three sorts of creatures (which were the only 
beasts that were offered to the altar), taking the fat of all 
other beasts to be lawful. (So It. Levi, belbrcmentioned, 
Praecept. cxlix.) 

Ver. 24. And the fat of the beast:] Of one of the fore- 
named beasts, which. alone were allowed in sacrifices. 

That dieth of itself, and the fat of that which is torn with 
beasts, may be used in any other use, &c] Though the flesh 
of such beasts was unclean, yet'thcy might apply the fat, 
when separated from the body, to any use: only they might 
not eat it. 

Ver. 25. For whosoever eateth the fat of the beast, of 
which men offer an offering made by fire unto the Lord.] 
This seems to justify the opinion of those Jews who re- 
strain the eating of fat only to the three sorts of creatures 
mentioned ver. 23. as was there observed. 

Even the soul that eateth it, shall be cut off from his peo- 
ple.] If he did it presumptuously; but if through inad- 
vertence, he was to be scourged, as the Jewish doctors af- 
firm. Yet, if he did it a third time, scourging did not suf- 
fioe ; but they shut him up in a little cave, where he could 
not staitd upright, nor had room to sit down ; and there fed 
him with the bread and water of affliction, till his bowels 
were sorely pinched, &c. as Maimonides describes this 
punishment. (Sco Schikkard's Mischpat Hammcleck, and 
Carpzovius's annot. on him, cap. 2. Thcorer. vii.) 

Ver. 20. Moreover, ye shall eat no manner of blood, whe- 
ther it be of fowl, or of beast.] Sec iii. 17. Men were very 
prone to this in those times (as Maimonides thinks), where- 
by they ran into idolatrous worship. Which was.the rea- 
son God restrained them from it, by threatening cutting off 
(ver. 27.) to those who were guilty of it, (More Ncvoch. 
par. iii. cap. 41.) 

In any of your dwellings^] This is added to signify, that 
they might no more eat of the blood of those beasts which 
they killed at home, than of those slain at the altar. 

Ver. 27. Whatsoever soul it be that eateth any manner of 
blood, even that smil shall be ait off, &c.] The reason of it 
is given xvii. 10, 11. But the Jews here distinguish (par- 
ticularly R. Levi Barzclonita, Pra3cept. cxlviii.) between 
the blood of the soul, or the life (as they speak), and the blood 
ofamember. The former, which run out freely ^vhen tho 
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beast was killed, in which was the life of the beast, is that 
which is here meant, as Moses more fully explains it, in 
the place beforementioned. The other, which remained in 
the several parts of the beast, they looked upon as belong- 
ing to the flesh, and therefore might be eaten with it. 

Ver. 28. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] He 
delivered at the same time some other rules to be observed 
by the people in these matters. (See ver. 22.) 

Ver. 29. Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, He 
that offereththe sacrifice of his peace-offerings tinto the Lord, 
sliall bring his oblation unto the Lord of the sacrifice of his 
peace-offerings.] The meaning may be no more than this, 
that before he and his friends feasted together, as is di- 
rected ver. 15, &c. he was to take care to bring his oblation 
unto the Lord, that is, to see that God had his part of the 
peace-offering; for till that was offered, none could meddle 
with the rest. But if the import of the Hebrew words be 
well observed, they seem to have a further meaning ; which 
is, that whensoever any man brought the sacrifice (which 
in the Hebrew is here called zebach) of his peace-offerings, 
he should also bring his oblation (which, in distinction from 
the other, is called korban), that is, a mincah, or meat-of- 
fering together with it; that the feast which was to be 
made, might be completely furnished with bread and wine, 
as well as the flesh of the sacrifice. 

Ver. 30. His oivn hands shall bring the offerings of the 
Lord made by fire, the fat, with the breast, it shall he bring.] 
The sacrifice being slain and divided, the priest was to put 
what belonged unto the Lord into the man's own hands 
(viz. the fat, with the breast and the shoulder), that he might 
present it himself unto the Divine Majesty. 

Tliat the breast may be waved, for a wave-offering before 
the Lord.] This is the manner wherein it was to be pre- 
sented ; the man was to lift it up over his head, and wave 
it to and fro ; his hands being supported and guided by the 
priest. (See Exod. xxix. 24. and Numb. vi. 19, 20.) Mai- 
monides describes the order of it in this manner: first, the 
priest put into the man's hands the fat; and then laid upon 
it the breast and the shoulder; and after that, one of the 
pieces of the cakes for the meat-offering upon them ; all 
which he waved about. 

Ver. 81. And the priest shall burn the fat upon the altar: 
but the breast shall be Aaron's and his sons 9 .] When that 
part which belonged to God's altar (viz. the fat) had been 
burnt there, the priests had the breast and the shoulder to 
their own use; as servants have what comes from their 
master's table. For it was all ofFered unto God, (ver. 29, 
30.) who, taking only the fat for himself, bade them take the 
rest, viz. the breast and the shoulder: which had been pre- 
sented unto God by waving them to and fro, as a sacrifice 
to the Lord of the world; but by him bestowed upon his 
ministers for their maintenance in his service. This is more 
fully expressed in the three next verses; in which there is 
no difficulty, and therefore I shall but lightly touch them. 

Ver. 32. And the right shoulder shall ye give unto the 
priests, &c] This is only a more particular declaration 
what belonged to the priest ; who was to have not only the 
breast beforementioned, but also the right shoulder. 

Ver. 33. lie among the sons of Aaron that offereth the 
blood of the peace-offerings, and the fat, shall have the right 
slwulderfor his part.] This is still a more special direction, 
providing for the encouragement of that priest, who, on 
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that day, ministered at the altar; unto whom the right 
shoulder was appropriated, as a reward of his pains in 
offering the sacrifice. 

Ver. 34. For the wave-breast, and the heave-shoulder, 
have I taken of the children of Israel, from off the sacrifices 
of their peace-offerings, and have given them to Aaron and 
his sons, &c] This doth not contradict what I observed 
just before ; for when he saith, he hath given these to Aaron 
the priest and his sons, the meaning must be, to those of 
his sons, who, at the time when these were ofFered, sprin- 
kled the blood and burnt the fat. 

Ver. 35. This is the portion of the anointing of Aaron,, 
and of the anointing of his sons, &c] In the Hebrew the 
words are, This is the anointing of Aaron, &c. that is, this 
they have in right of their unction to the priest's office; 
which entitles them to all beforementioned. 

In the day.] The Hebrew word bejomm&y, both here and 
in the next verse, be translated (as X observed before, vi. 
20.) from the day, and ever after. 

When he presented them to minister unto the Lord in the 
priest's office.] Made them draw near to attend upon him at 
his altar. 

" Ver. 36. IVJdch the Lord commanded to be given them, 
in the day that he anointed them, &cj By virtue of a grant 
from God when they were made priests, to enjoy this be- 
nefit in all future ages. 

By a statute for ever, &c] As long as this law of sacri- 
fices and this priesthood shall last. (See vi. 22.) 

Ver. 37. Tliis is the law of the burnt-offering, of the meat- 
offering, and of the sin-offering, and of the trespass- offering, 
&c] This verse contains a summary of what he had com- 
manded Aaron and his sons, from the ninth verse of tho 
sixth chapter unto this place. 

And of the consecrations.] The whole order of their con- 
secration is not here directed, (but in Exod. xxix.) only 
something belonging to that matter, (vi. 20, &c.) 

Ver. 38. Which the Lord commanded Moses in Mount 
Sinai.] In thatmountainous country which lay near to Mount 
Sinai, as Maimonides truly expounds it. For he was come^ 
down from Mount Sinai, and had delivered to them all that 
he received there, (Exod. xxxiv.29.32.) before these com- 
mands were given : but they still continued near unto it ; 
and so the word behar may be translated, by Mount Sinai. 
For, as the last words of this verse tell us, they were still 
in the wilderness of Sinai : that is, in that part of the wil- 
derness which took its name from its nearness to Mount 
Sinai. 

In the day that he commanded the children of Israel to 
offer their oblations unto the Lord, &c] This doth not pre- 
cisely signify, that he commanded Aaron and his sons 
(vi» 9, &c.) all these things, on the very same day that ho 
commanded the children of Israel what oblations to bring, 
(chap. i. 2, &c.) but they were delivered all at .the same 
time, immediately after the other, without any other com- 
mandments intervening. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Ver. 1. JjLND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] Sco 
iv.I. 

Ver. 2. Take Aaron and his so7is with him.] Having de^ 
livcred the laws and rules about sacrifices and the rites' 
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belonging to them, he now prepares the priests to offer 
them, as had been commanded. And there is not much 
said in this chapter, but what had been explained in Exod. 
xxix. and other neighbouring chapters; where he relates 
tho orders he received in Mount Sinai about those things 
which were now performed. 

And the garments.*] Exod. xxviii. 2. 4. 

And the anointing oil.] Exod. xxx. 24, &c. 

And a bnllockfor the sin-offering, and two rams, and a 
basket of xtnleavened bread.] See Exod. xxix. 1 — 3, &c. 
These w r erc in their kind the very best of the legal sacri- 
fices, as appears, in part, from that expression of the 
Psalmist, Psalm lxix. 30, 31. where he prefers thanksgiv- 
ing and praise, before a bullock that hath horns and hoofs (a 
young bullock, which began to spread its horns and hoofs), 
that is, before the very best of all their bloody sacrifices. 

Vcr. 3. And gather thou all the congregation together, 
Sec] All the elders of the people, with the great officers 
who were set over thousands and hundreds, &c. For these 
are frequently called by the name of col ha edah> which 
we translate all the congregation; particularly in Numb. 
xxv. 7. xxxv. 12. Josh. xx. 6. Judg. xxi. 10. 13. 1G. where 
the elders of the congregation, and the congregation, and all 
the congregation, arc plaiuly the same thing. Which is 
further confirmed from the next chapter of this book, (ver. 
1.) where it is said expressly, Moses called Aardn and his 
sons, arid the elders of Israel. 

Ver. 4. And Moses did as the Lord commanded.'] Sum- 
moned them to appear before the Lord. 

And the assembly was gathered together.] The word wo 
translate assembly, is the same with that in the foregoing 
verse, which we translate congregation rthvA, is, as I said, 
the assembly of the elders. 

Unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.] 
That they might be witnesses of what was done, and satisfy 
all the people, that Aaron and his sons did not intrude 
themselves into his office; but were solemnly called and 
consecrated to it by Moses, the servant of the Lord. It is 
likely, also, that as many of the people as the place would 
conveniently hold, met together to be spectators of this 
solemnity. 

Ver. 5. And Moses said unto the congregation, This is the 
thing which the Lord commanded to be done.] I am now 
about to execute what God hath formerly c()mmanded, 
when I was with him in the holy mount, (Exod. xxix. 4.) 
At what time this was executed, is a question among 
learned men. And our great primate of Ireland places 
this consecration of Aaron and his sons, together with the 
( tabernacle and all things belonging to it, in ; the second 
month of the second year, after they came out of Egypt: 
moved thereunto, I suppose, by what is said in Numb. vii. 
1, 2. So that, according to his opinion, the numbering of 
the people, and the separation of the Levites to God's ser- 
vice, preceded this action. Hut I do not sec any rcasou 
why we should not think all things were done in the order 
wherein they are here related. And then this consecration 
was performed in the -first month of that year; after the ta- 
bernacle had been erected aud set apart for the habitation 
of the Divine Majesty. (Sec Exod. xl. Y7, 18.) 

Vcr. G. And Moses brought Aaron and his soiis.] To the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation; as he had been 
directed, (Exod. xxix. 4.) 



And washed them with water.] As Is there dlso directed; 
having first likewise washed himself, (xl. 31.) 

Ver. 7. And he put upon him the coat, and girded him 
with the girdle, &c] Moses, by an extraordinary commis- 
sion from God, performed the office of a high-priest on 
this day, and the six days following : and put Aaron in 
possession of this office by clothing him with the garments 
here mentioned, (according to the orders which had been 
given, Exod. xxix. 5, 8cc.) which was thought sufficient for 
the consecration of a high-priest, after the captivity of 
Babylon ; when they wanted the holy oil, as hath been be- 
fore observed. Whence Philo often calls Moses by the 
name of 'Apx^P^c, t c. high-priest* And in Schcmoth 
Rabba the tradition is, that he continued high-priest all 
the time they continued iii the wilderness: though others, 
thoy confess, tire of opinion (which is the truth) that he of- 
ficiated only the seven days of the consecration; after 
\Vhidi this office was settled in Aaron. (Sec Seldcu, lib. i. 
de Succession, in Pontificatum, cap. 1.) 

Vcr. S. And he put the breast-plate upon him: also he 
put in the breast-plate the xtrim and the Ihummim.] See 
Exod. xxviii. 30. It is 'observable that ho saith nothing 
here in this place of the prccibus stones, but only mentions 
xirim and thummim; as in Exod. xxxix. 10. (where he de- 
scribes the same thing) he makes mention only of the four 
rows of stones, but saith not one word of arim and thum- 
mim : which I look upon as a proof that they were all one, 

Ver. 9. And he put the mitre vpon his head; and upon 
the mitre, the golden plate, (lie holy crown, &c] Accord- 
ing as God commanded him in Exod. xxviii. 36, 37, &c. 
xxix. G. 

Ver. 10. And Moses took the anointing oil, and anointed 
tlie tabernacle, and all that was therein.] See Exod xxix. 
2G, &c. and Exod. xl. 9—11. There being several ways 
of anointing a thing or person, either by pouring oil upon 
them, or by putting it upon them with the finger, or by 
sprinkling ; it is not an improbable conjecture of Fortu- 
natus Scacchus, that Moses anointed the tabernacle and 
its utensils, by dipping his finger in the oil, and putting, it 
upon them. For though the word mascah, which he useth 
for anointing, be general, yet the Vulgar expressing it by 
linivit, and the LXX. by txP 1 ™ (which import this parti- 
cular sort of anointing), and there being different words 
used to express the anointing of the altar and of Aaron, it 
may well incline one to his opinion; (Myrothec. 2. Sacr. 
Elseochrysm. cap. 70.) 

And sanctified them.] Set them apart by this miction for 
the holy use ; for which they were designed. 

Vcr. 11. And lie sprinkled thereof upon the altar seven 
times; and anointed the altar, and all its vessels, &c] AiVc 
do not find this expressly before directed: but the intention 
of anointing the altar being to make it most holy, (because 
it was to sanctify all that was laid upon it, Exod. xxx. 29. 
xl. 10.) it was very fit it should be both sprinkled seven 
times with oil, and also anointed: in token of its extraordi- 
nary sanctity, which was put upon it by this very solemn 
rite. For here arc two distinct Words about this anointing ; 
the first is jaz, he sprinkled of the oil upon it; and then 
jimshach, he anointed it, by putting some of the oil on it: 
whereas it is said of the tabernacle, and of the things there, 
only jimshach, he anointed them; without any sprinkling. 

Some think, that the altar beiug mentioned twice in this 
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verse, he speaks of the altar of incense, as well as of the 
altar of buvnt-offerings. But it is plain by those places in 
fexodus it was the altar of burnt-offerings, which' was thus 
sanctified ; and here the lavcr and its foot (which stood in 
the same court) is said to be sanctified with it. As for 
the altar of incense, it is included in what is said in the fore- 
going verse, that he anointed the tabernacle and all therein. 

Both the laver and his foot, to sanctify them."] It may be 
thought that he sprinkled with oil the laver and its foot, as 
well as anointed them; which is the opinion of the fore- 
named Fort. Scapchus. But the Hebrew words will not 
warrant it ; for they only signify that they were anointed as 
the altar was after its aspersion. 

Ver. 12. And he poured of the anointing oilupon Aaron's 
head.] Here now is a third word distinct from the two for- 
mer, viz. jitzok, which signifies there was more done to 
Aaron than to any of the holy things, to sanctify him to his 
office ; for the holy oil was poured on his head. 

And anointed him.*] Perhaps he drew the oil with his 
finger upon his forehead, after it was poured on his head, 
as the Jews think he did, (See Exod. xxix. 7, 8. xxx. 30. 
xl. 13.) 

To sanctify him.] t e. Set him apart to this sacred office. 
Now this consecration of Aaron and his sons being men- 
tioned here together with the consecration of the taberna- 
cle and all belonging to it, it hath made some conclude, 
that both wero done at the very same time. But I have 
given some arguments to prove the contrary, upon Exod. 
xl. 17, 18. And the meaning of these three verses (tenth, 
eleventh, and twelfth of this chapter) may be, not that they 
were consecrated at the same time, but with the same oil. 
For first he says, Moses took the anointing oil; and shews 
how it was employed after a different manner upon the ta- 
bernacle and its utensils, upon the altar, and upon Aaron, 
on whose head it was poured ; whereas tho former had it 
only put upon them with the finger, or were sprinkled with 
it. But though they were not consecrated together, yet 
their consecration immediately followed one another. For 
seven days being spent in sanctifying the tabernacle and 
the altar, then immediately began the sanctification of 
Aaron and his sons : during which time Mo'ses may be sup- 
posed to have received the foregoing laws about sacri- 
fices, in which they wero to be employed as soon as they 
were consecrated. And tho seven days for the consecra- 
tion of Aaron and his sons, immediately succeeding the 
other seven days which were spent in the consecration of 
the tabernacle and the altar ; it may be the reason why 
they arciiere succinctly mentioned both together, and nei- 
ther of them mentioned before. For if the account wc 
have in the fortieth of Exodus concerning these things be 
well attended to, it will appear that nothing is there said of 
the anointing of the tabernacle, or any thing else ; but only 
that he set it up the first day of the month, as he was com- 
manded ver. 2, &c. and 17, &c. And he is commanded 
in like manner to take the anointing oil, and anoint the ta- 
bernacle and all therein, (ver. 9, &c.) and then to anoint 
Aaron and his sons; (ver. 13. 15.) but he relates nothing of 
his doing either of them till now, when he executed those 
commands. 

Ver. 13. And Moses brought Aaron's sons, and put coats 
upon them, and girded them with girdles, &c] See Exod. 
xxviii. 40, 41. xxix. 30. xl. 14. 
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As the Lord commanded Moses.] He commanded him 
also to anoint them at the same time, (Exod. xxviii. 41. 
xl.l5.)but it is not here mentioned; because they were not 
anointed as he was, by pouring oil upon their heads; but 
sprinkling it on their garments, with the blood of the sa- 
crifice offered for them. And that he did afterward as he 
had been ordered, ver. 30. (See Exod. xxviii. 41. xxix. 7.) 

Ver. .14. And he brought the bullock*'] See Exod. xxix. 
1. 10. &c. 

For. a sin-offering.] So it was designed to be, Exod. 
xxix. 14, 

And Aaron and his sons laid their hands ttpon the head 
of the bullock for the sin-offering.] See Exod. xxix. 10* 
Levit. i. 4. 

Ver. 15. And he slew it.] Exod. xxix. 11. 

And Moses took the blood, and put it upon the horns of 
the altar roundabout with his finger.] As he had been dir 
xectcd, Exod. xxix. 12. 

And purified the altar.] It was purified before; but thi^ 
was a further purification of it ; that it might be the more 
fitted to be a place to make reconciliation upon it, as it fol- 
lows in the conclusion of the verse. 

And poured out the blood at the bottom of the altar , and 
sanctified it, &c] The Vulgar Latin, I think, gives the 
true interpretation of these words, rather than translate 
them in this manner; it being expiated and sanctified, he 
poured out the blood at the bottom of 1 the altar, &c. Fort. 
Scacchus hath taken a. great deal of pains to prove that 
this expiation (as the Vulgar Latin calls it) went before 
the anointing or consecration of the altar; in his Myro- 
thec. (par. ii. cap. 34.) But his arguments seem to me of 
no force to overthrow the opinion of Abulensis and Philo, 
that these words do not speak of a proper expiation of the 
altar; but that it was only hereby more particularly set 
apart (as the word sanctify signifies), to be the place where 
siu-oflerings might be made ; that men who had committed 
offences might be expiated by these sacrifices. 

Ver. 16. And he took all the fat that teas ttpon the in- 
wards, and the caul, &c] See Exod. xxix. 13. 

Ver. 17. But the bullock and his skin, his flesh and Jtis 
clung, he burnt with fire without the camp, as the Lord com- 
manded Moses.] See Exod. xxix. 14. Yet wc do not find 
that the blood of this sacrifice was carried into the holy 
place ; and therefore it did not fall under the rule in the 
sixth chapter of this book, (ver. 30.) but might have been 
eaten by the priests, as is there allowed, (ver. 2G.) Some 
think it sufficient, for the solution of this, to s&y that Aaron 
and his sons were not yet completely consecrated, and 
therefore had not a right to eat of the flesh of this sin-of- 
fering. But such .persons do not consider that Moses, 
who now acted as a priest, could not be debarred of that 
benefit by this reason. And therefore it is better to say, 
that no high-priest, whether ordinary or extraordinary 
(such as Moses now was), might eat of any sin-offering, 
offered for the priests themselves; although the blood of 
it was not brought into the sanctuary. From whence Ave 
may draw this consequence : that although the sins of the 
people were taken away by the priests ; who, by eating of 
their sin-offering, plainly shewed that they bare their sin, 
(as the phraso is, x. 17.) yet the sins of the priests them- 
selves could not betaken away, by any sacrifice they could 
offer for sin, of which they might not eat : but they were 
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to expect, as an excellent person of our own speaks, (Dr. 
Jackson, book ix. upon the Creed, chap. 26.) a better sacri- 
fice, made by a better high-priest, the Son of God. But 
these legal sacrifices, in the mean time, were offered in such 
a place, as prefigured the place where this better sacrifice 
should be offered, viz. without the camp : as when they 
came to their rest, without the city of Jerusalem, where 
our Saviour's body was offered for our redemption. 

Ver. 18. And he brought the ram for the burnt-offering: 
and Aaron and his sons laid their hands vpon the head of 
the ram.'] According to the direction given to Moses, when 
he was with God in Mount Sinai, (Exod. xxix. 15, 16.) 
where all that follows here, to the end of the twenty-first 
verse, is explained: this being nothing else but the execu- 
tion of what was before ordered. 

Vcr. 22. And he brought the other ram.] For he was 
commanded to bring two, (ver. 2. and Exod. xxix. 1.) 

The ram of consecration.] So it is called Exod xxix. 22. 
31- for the reason there given. 

Ver. 23, 24. And he slew it, and Moses took of the blood 
of it, &c.] These two verses are explained Exod. xxix. 20. 
where order was given for what was now done. I shall 
only add a remark of R. Levi ben Gersom, upon the order 
wherein these sacrifices were offered; which was most ra- 
tional. For, first, there was a sacrifice for sin offered, (ver. 
14.) before they could be worthy to have any gift or pre- 
sent which they made to God received by him. But upon 
their expiation, a whole bnrnt-offering was accepted; (ver. 
18.) and after that followed this sacrifice, which was a 
peace-offering, (as appears from ver. 31.) part of which was 
burnt npon the altar, part given to the priest, and the rest 
they themselves ate for whom it was offered ; that it might 
appear they were so far in the favour of God, as to eat 
with him of his meat from his table. Abarbinel hath the 
same observation. 

Vcr. 25. And he took the fat, and the rump, &c] All this 
verse likewise is there explained, Exod. xxix. 22. 

Ver. 26— 2S. And out of the basket of unleavened bread, 
&c] These three verses shew, that Moses exactly fol- 
lowed the orders he had received Exod. xxix. 23—25. 
where they have been explained. 

Ver. 28. Burnt them vpon the burnt-offering J] This shews 
that they were not a burnt-offering properly, as I there ob- 
served, but an appendix to it. 

They were consecrations for a sweet savour.] Because 
they were offered to consecrate and sanctify them, as this is 
explained Exod. xxix. 33. (See there.)- 

Vcr. 29. And Moses took the breast and waved it, &c] 
According to the direction given Exod. xxix. 26. where it 
is also ordered that this should be Moses's part. 

Ver. 30. And he took of the anointing oil, and of the 
blood that was upon the altar, and sprinkled it on Aaron, 
&cj See Exod. xxix. 21. where it appears plainly this 
blood that was mixed with the oil, was the blood of the 
ram of consecration. 

Ver. 31. And Moses said unto Aaron and his sons, boil 
the flesh at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
and there eat it, &c] God having had his part, (ver. 28.) 
and Moses, who performed the office of a priest at this 
time, having had that which belonged to him on that ac- 
count, (ver. 29.) the rest was given (as the manner was in 
peace-offerings) to those for whom the sacrifice was offered: 
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that is, all but the right shouller, which was burnt upon 
the altar, and the wave breast, which was given to Moses, 
as priest. (See Exod. xxix. 31, 32.) 

Ver. 32. That which remains of the flesh and the blood 
shall ye burn with fire.] See Exod. xxix. 34. This shews it 
was of the nature of a peace-offering, (vii. 15. 17.) 

Ver. 33. And ye shall not go out of the door of the taber- 
nacle in seven days, &c] For till then their consecration was 
not perfected (as the following words signify), no more 
than the consecration of the altar was, till a bullock had 
been offered, to cleanse it, and make an atonement for it, 
seven days together. (See Exod. xxix. 35 — 37.) This was 
to make them more sensible of the great weight, as well as 
dignity of their office. 

Vcr. 34. As he had done this day, so the Lord hath cwn- 
manded to do, to make an atonement for you.] Every day 
of these seven those sacrifices were to be repeated, the 
sin-offering, the burnt-offering, and the peace-offering ; and 
their garments were to be sprinkled with the blood and 
the anointing oil, as the Lord required when Moses was 
with him in the mount, (Exod. xxix. 35.) This shews the 
imperfection of all the legal sacrifices; which would not 
have been so often repeated, if they had been of greater 
efficacy : yet the continuance of them seven days, doth 
signify the complete consecration of these priests, accord- 
ing to the rites of those times. In conformity to which, 
our great high-priest, the Lord Christ, who was perfected 
by one sacrifice of himself, spent seven days in his conse- 
cration to his office. For as Aaron is commanded to 
attend at the tabernacle so many days together, in like 
manner our Lord Christ, (as Dr. Jackson observes in the 
forenamed book, chap. 25.) did attend the temple five 
days one after another, before his death; (sec John xii. 1. 
12, &c. Matt. xxi. 8, 9, &c.) and having purged it on the 
first or second of those days, from the profancness that 
was exercised in it by merchandizing; and afterward hal- 
lowed it by his doctrine, and by his 'Divine presence, 
which appeared in several miraculous cures, he went the 
sixth day into his heavenly sanctuary, into paradise itself; 
to purify and sanctify it with his own blood: as Moses, at 
Aaron's consecration, did the material sanctuary and altar 
with the blood of beasts. And having rested the seventh 
day, finished all by his resurrection early the next day in 
the morning. 

Ver. 35. Tlierefore shall ye abide at the door of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation.] Where all things mentioned in 
this chapter had been done, and were still to be repeated, 
(ver. 3, 4.) for they could not go into the sanctuary till they 
were completed. 

Day and night.] This was to make their consecration 
more solemn, and taken notice of by all the people. 

Seven days.] By which means, a sabbath, as the Jews 
observe, passed over their heads: without which, they con- 
ceive, Aaron and his sons could not have been completed. 
But the sabbath of the Lord did never so exactly pass over 
any high-priest in his consecration, as it did over the High- 
priest of the New Testament. For however it were of 
Aaron's it was to our blessed Saviour (as the forenamed 
Dr. Jackson notes) a day of rest indeed, after six days of 
labour, watching, praying, and fasting, which concluded in 
his bloody death and passion. 
And keep the charge of the Lord.] That which he had now 
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enjoined. Or -rather, watch the tabernacle and his vessels, 
&e. as they were to do in time to come. The Hebrew doc- 
tors have here raised a great difficulty, about the necessary 
easements of nature; for which they had no convenience, 
if they might not stir for seven days from the door of the 
tabernacle; and therefore they fancy, there was a hole 
digged in the ground for such occasions. But it is more 
likely they were not so confined, as not to be allowed this 
liberty: and one cannot well doubt of it, who considers 
the word mismoroth here used (which we translate keep 
the charge of the Lord), which is a military phrase, signify- 
ing the stations and watches kept in their turns for certain 
hours: after which they were at liberty to attend their own 
affairs. Such was the charge here one may reasonably 
think, of not departing from the door of the tabernacle, 
while they were upon the guard (as we speak), which some 
or other of them kept night and day ; in such order, that 
while some watched, others might sleep, or step out about 
the necessary occasions of nature. 

Tfiat ye die not.'] It may seem hard that they should be 
in peril of their life, if they omitted any of these rites. 
But this was necessary, to make those serious and intent 
upon their business, who were to save the lives of others, 
by making expiation for them, when they deserved to 
perish. 

For so lam commanded.'] These orders, as hath been al- 
ready observed, he received in the v holy mount. 

So Aaron and his sons did all things tvhich the Lord com- 
manded by the hand of Moses.] This was necessary to be 
added, that all generations might be assured, whatsoever 
was performed by their ministry, would be effectual, to the 
end for which it was appointed ; they being exactly conse- 
crated to God's service, without the least omission of any 
thing that he had required. In like manner, our great High- 
priest was consecrated to his eternal priesthood, by fulfil- 
ling all the will of God; and that in a far more solemn and 
public way than Aaron's was; it being performed by suf- 
fering such things, as nothing but a perfect filial obedience 
to his heavenly Father could have moved him to admit, be- 
cause it was accomplished by shedding his own blood in a 
lingering death; 

CHAP. IX. 

Ver. 1. JjlND it came to pass on the eighth day.] He doth 
not mean on the eighth day of the month ; but on the next 
day after their consecration, which was seven days in doing, 
(viii. 33. 35.) Then it was that the fire fell down from 
heaven, and consumed the sacrifices which Aaron offered : 
and this seems also to have been the first day of unleaven- 
ed bread, which fell upon the fifteenth day of this month ; 
for on the fourteenth in the even, which was the last day of 
the consecration of the priests, the Passover was kept, 
(Numb. ix. 2. 5.) 

That Moses called Aaron and his sons, and the elders of 
Israel.] Just as he had done before, (viii. 2, 3.) that the 
rulers, and as many of the people as could meet together, 
to behold what was done, might see the glory of the Lord, 
which appeared at this time, (ver. G.) 

Ver. 2. And he said unto Aaron, Take thee a young calf .] 
Tliis is the first sacrifice that was offered to God, by the 
priests of the order of Aaron. It differed from that which 
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was offered by Moses for Aaron and his sons, as 'egel, a 
young calf doth from par, a young bullock: by which his 
sin was expiated at his consecration. And Maim'onides 
saith, that the former signifies a calf of one 'year old; the 
latter one of two. Others say, a calf was called egel till 
his horns budded ; and then it was called par. 

For a sin-offering.] For his sins in general ; not for any 
determinate offence, like that iv. 3. which therefore was 
something different from this. The Jews fancy, that a 
young call was appointed for the first sin-offering, to put 
Aaron and the people in mind of the golden calf, which 
they worshipped. So Maimonides reports the opinion of 
their, wise men, in his More Nevoch. (par. iii. cap. 46.) 
Where he also hath this conceit, that it was to expiate that 
sin. 

And a ram for a burnt-offering.] For none but males 
were accepted for burnt-offerings, (i. 10.) There is no peace- 
offering ordered for him, (as there is afterward for the peo- 
ple, ver. 4.) because it was not fit he should have all the 
sacrifice, as he must have had, according to the law of 
such sacrifices, being both the priest and the offerer ; be- 
tween whom and the priest (after the fat was burnt) all was 
to be shared. 

Ver. 3. And unto the children of Israel thou shall speak, 
saying.] Unto all the elders, (ver. 1.) who were to bring the 
following offerings, in the name of all the people of Israel ; 
and that by Aaron's direction, who was now to act as God's 
high-priest, and give out this order. 

Take ye a kid of the goats for a sin-offering.] The Hebrew 
word seir signifies a he-goat. Concerning which Maimo- 
nides (in his book concerning Sacrifices) delivers this opi- 
nion, that " all sacrifices for sin, whether of private per- 
sons, or the whole congregation, at their three principal 
feasts, new moons, and the day of expiation, were he- 
goats." For this reason, because the greatest sin and re- 
bellion of those times was, that they sacrificed to demons, 
who were wont to appear in that form. For which he quotes, 
xvii. 7. Tliey shall no more offer their sacrifices, lesseirim; 
which we translate unto devils: but the word seirim is but 
the plural number of the word seir, which signifies a goat. 
And further he adds, that their wise men think the sin of 
the whole congregation was therefore expiated by this kid 
of a goat, because all the family of Israel sinned about a 
goat when they sold Joseph into Egypt, (Gen. xxxvii.31.) 
And such reasons, saith he, as these should not seem trifles^ 
for the end and scope of all these actions was, to imprint 
and engrave on the mind of sinners the offences they had 
committed, that they might never forget them. According 
to that of David, Psalm li. 5. " My sin is ever before me/' 

This sin-offering was different from that iv. 14. being not 
for any particular sin, as that was; but in general, for all 
the offences that the high-priest might have committed. 

A calf and a lamb, both of the first year, Sic] When they 
were in their prime. 

Ver. 4. Also a bullock and a ram.] These also were, no 
doubt, to be without blemish, as is prescribed in the two 
foregoing offerings. And the Hebrew word sor (which we 
translate a bullock) often signifies a well-grown ox: as in 
Exod. xxi. 28. Deut. xxv. 8. As ajil, a ram, the Hebrews 
say, signifies a sheep of. above a year old. These made 
very large peace-offerings, and consequently a liberal feast 
upon them. 
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For peace-offerings.'} The very same order is here ob- 
served that was at Aaron's consecration: first, sin-offerings, 
then a burnt-offering, and then a peace-offeriny was offered 
to the Lord, (viii. 14. IB. 22.) 

And a meat-offering mingled with oil,] Which was to 
complete thp peace-offerings on which they were to feast, 
that meat might jaot be without broad to it. 

For to-day the Lord will appear to you.'] Give you an il- 
lustripus token of his presence by sending fire from hea- 
ven, or from the brightness of his glory, to consume the sa- 
crifice, (ver. 23, 24.) "Whereby they were ail assured that 
both the institution of this priesthood, and the sacrifices 
offered by it, were acceptable to the Divine Majesty. 

Yer. 5. And they brought that which Moses commanded.'] 
Both Aaron (ver. 2.) and all the congregation (ver. 3.) 
brought all the offerings which Moses reqqired. 

Before the tabernacle of the congregation.] Where these 
sacrifices were to be offered. 

And all th$ congregation dreiu near and stood before th-e 
Lord.] Approached to the door of the tabernacle, and stood 
there by their sacrifices, looking towards the holy place ; 
and worshipped the Lord. 

Ver. 6. And Moses said.] Unto the congregation. 

This is the thing which the Lord commanded that ye should 
do.] I require this of you by the commandment of God, 
who will demonstrate, by a visible token, bis presence 
among you. 

And the glory of the Lord shall appear unto you.] That 
glory which filled the tabernacle when it was erected, (Exod. 
.xl. 34, 35.) openly shewed itself to them all, (ver. 23.) and 
declared his grace and favour towards them, by consuming 
their sacrifices, as an acceptable oblation to him, (ver. 24.) 
Whereby a particular honour also was done unto Aaron, 
who was hereby most illustriously owned to be God's high- 
* priest; and all other persons deterred from pretending to 
his office. 

Yer. 7. And Moses said unto Aaron, Go unto the altar, 
and offer thy sin-offering, and thy burnUoffering.] One of 
them after the other, in the order wherein they were di- 
rected, viz. his sin-offering first, to make his burnt-offering 
accepted. 

Make an atonement for thyself and for the people.] First 
for himself, (as the apostle observes, Heb. vii. 27.) that 
then he might be capable to offer for the sins of the people. 
This was the great imperfection of the Aaronical priests, 
that they were sinners like other men: by reason whereof 
they were bound, u as for the people, so also for them- 
selves, to offer for sins," (Heb. v. 3.) 

And offer the offering of the people, and make an atone- 
ment for them.] After he had offered both the sin-offering, 
(ver. 8.) and the burnt-offering, (ver. 13.) for himself; then 
he was tobegin to offer for the people. For his own sins 
being expiated, and his burnt-offering being accepted, he 
was fit to procure remission and acceptance for them. 

Ver. 8. Aaron therefore went unto the altar.] That he 
might be ready to perform his part of the service, which 
was to sprinkle the blood, after he had first of all offered 
the morning sacrifice. (See ver. 17.) 

And slew the calf of the sin-offering which was for himself] 
Ordered it to be slain: for this was no part of the priest's 
work, as 1 shewed upon the first chapter, ver. 5. 

Ver. 9. And the sons of Aaron brought the blood unto 



him.] They* received it in batons as it run from the calf 
when it was killed, (see i. 5.) and brought it unto him ; 
who stood at the altar to receive it, and do what follows. 

And he dipped his finger in the blood.] The fore-finger of 
the right hand, which bad been sanctified to this ministry, 
by putting the blood of tho sacrifice of consecration upon 
the thumb of the right hand, (viii. 23, 24.) whereby we grasp 
all things, and cannot hold them strongly, nor perform any 
thing well, if that bo wanting. 

And put it upon the horns of the altar, &c] See iv. 25. 

Ver. 10. But the fat, and tlie kidneys, and the caul about 
theliver.] Sec iv. 8, 9. 

He burnt upon the altar, as the Lord commanded Moses.] 
Laid or disposed them upon the altar, to be burnt by the 
heavenly fire, (ver. 24.) as most understand it. And the 
LXX. justify this opinion; who, though they here trans- 
late it, he offered it on the altar, yet, ver. 13. where there 
is the same phrase, they expressly translate it, e7t£$ijkev to 
o\otcavTU)fia tw\ to Svmaart'iptov, he laid the burnt-offering 
upon the altar: and again, ver. 17. in the same manner, 
iw&tiKtv i-irl to $v<jia<m')piov x w P<C> & c * ne l a *d it upon the 
altar, beside the burnt-sacrifice of the morning. For 
common fire, it is supposed, was no longer to 1}C used 
when Aaron's sacrifice began ; as it had been all along 
before. But there is no certainty in this: and we may as 
well take the words in their proper sense, that Aaron burnt 
this and the following sacrifice, as Moses had done before, 
(viii. 14. 21. 28.) until the burnt-offering for the people 
came to be offered, which God consumed by fire from 
himself: and then followed those other sacrifices men- 
tioned, ver. 17, 18. For all these sacrifices, for Aaron and 
for the people, could not be laid upon the altar at once; 
but one after another, in the order here directed : and con- 
sequently, this sacrifice here mentioned was actually burnt 
upon the altar, to make way for those which followed it. 

Ver. 11. And the flesh and the hide lie burnt toith fire, 
without the camp.] See viii. 17. 

Ver. 12. And he slew the burnt-offering, and Aaron s sons 
presented to him the blood, &c.] See i. 5. 

Ver. 13, 14. And they presented the burnt-offering unto 
him, with the pieces thereof, Sec] All that is contained in 
these two verses is explained in the first chapter, (ver. 8, 9.) 
where the law about burnt-offerings is delivered. 

■ Ver. 15. And he brought the people's si7i-offering, Sec] 
Having offered all that was necessary for himself, now he 
became fit to make supplication for tho people. 

And offered it for sin, as the first.] In the same manner 
as he offered the foregoing sin-offering for himself, (ver. 
8, &c.) 

Ver. 16. And he brought the burnt-offering.] Here being 
no express mention of burning it, some from thence con- 
clude, that this was the offering which alone was consumed 
by fire from the Lord. (See ver. 24.) 

And offered it according to the manner.] Laid it upon 
the altar, as Moses had directed in the first chapter of this 
book. 

Ver. 17. And he brought the meat-offering, &c] Which 
attended upon burnt-offerings, (Numb. xv. 2 — 4, &c.) 

Beside the burnt-offering of the morning.] This shews 
that Aaron be^an his priestly function with the morning 
sacrifice, which preceded all other, and was never omitted 
for the sake of any other sacrifice that was to follow it, 
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and it had always a meat-offering waiting upon it, 
(Exod. xxix. 39, 40.) 

Ver. 18, 19. He slew also the bullock and the ram, for a 
sacrifice of peace-offerings.] These two verses are explained 
in the third chapter ; which treats of such kind of offerings. 

Ver. 20. And he put the fat upon the breasts, &c] That 
it might by elevation and waving be presented unto the 
Lord ; and then burnt upon the altar. (See vii. 30.) 

Ver. 21. And the breasts and the right shoulder Aaron 
waved for a wave-offering before the Lord.] The fat being 
burnt upon the altar, as God's portion, these were the por- 
tion of the priests ; who feasted upon God's meat ; for they 
were solemnly presented unto him, before they had them. 
(See vii. 34.)' 

* Ver. 22. And Aaron lifted up his hands towards the 
people.] Imploring the Divine blessing upon the people; 
which he afterwards pronounced. At this day, they that 
are of the family of Aaron, going up the steps which lead 
to the place where the book of the law is kept, lift up their 
hands as high as their heads, and pronounce a blessing in 
their synagogues upon the assembly. And they say the 
ancient custom was, which is still observed, not only to lift 
up and spread their hands, but then to join them together 
by the thumbs> and the two fore-fingers ; dividing the other 
from them, in that figure which is represented by an emi- 
nently learned person, J. Wagenseil, in his commentary 
upon Sota, (cap. 7. p. G72. and 1132.) 

And blessed them.] We read of no order for this: but 
natural reason taught them, from the beginning,- that the 
priestly office consisted in praying for the people, and 
blessing them : we find an example of it in Gen. xiv. IS, 
19. And not long after Aaron's consecration, Moses de- 
livered from God a form of words, wherein the priests 
should bless the people, (Numb. vi. 24.) And at this day, 
there is nothing done among the Jews with such solemnity > 
and in which they place so much sanctity, as this. For 
when the blessing is pronounced in their synagogues, they 
aJl cover their faces ; believing they would be struck blind, 
if they should look up : because the Divine Majesty, at 
that time, sits upon the hands of the priest. So the samo 
Wagenseil observes, in the place abovenamed : which 
• shews, not only how laborious they have been to maintain 
in the people's minds an opinion, that God is still as much 
present' with them in their synagogues, as he was anciently 
iu the tabernacle and temple ; but how high a value they 
set upon the Divine blessing pronounced by his ministers. 

And came down from offering the sin-offering, and the 
burnt-offering, and peace-offerings.] He pronounced the 
blessing before he came down from the altar, which stood 
upon raised ground, (though there were no steps to it,Exod. 
xx. 20.) that all the people might the better sec what was 
done, while he offered all these sacrifices for them, and 
lifted up his hands to implore God's blessing upon them. 

Ver. 23. And Moses and Aaron went into the tabernacle 
of the congregation.] The sacrifice being ended, it is likely 
Moses went with Aaron into the sanctuary, to instruct him 
how to sprinkle the blood, and to burn incense, and order 
the shew-bread, and such-like tilings as were to be done 
only in the holy place. 

And came out, and blessed tlte people.] I supposo that all 
the sacrifices beforementioned might be offered after the 
morning sacrifice, (ver. 17.) which took Up a great deal of 



time, before they were all completed. After which Moses 
and Aaron went into the sanctuary, and stayed there till 
the time of the evening sacrifice; and then came out and 
dismissed the people, with a new blessing, when the even- 
ing sacrifice was finished. 

And the glory of the Lord appeared unto all the'people.] 
That glory which filled the tabernacle, (Exod. xl. 34, 35.) 
now appeared without: either at the door of it, or. upon 
it, in the sight of all the people, as Moses had foretold, 
(ver. G.) 

Ver. 24. And there came afire out from before the Lord.] 
Either out "of the sanctuary, from the holy of holies : or 
from that glory which now appeared unto them, and sent 
out flashes of fife which burnt up the sacrifice. In either 
of these senses, it may be said to come from the face of the 
Lord, as th6 Hebrew phrase is. 

And consumed upon the altar the burnt-offeiing and the 
fat.] It seems to me most natural and easy to take this 
burnt-offering and ' its fat for the evening sacrifice; which 
concluding the work of this day, God gave a special token 
of his acceptance of all the other- sacrifices, by consuming 
this; and likewise publicly testified his approbation of all 
the forementioned rites of the ministry of Aaron, whose au- 
thority was hereby established in a miraculous manner. 
To confirm this, it may be noted, that, as the place which 
God chose for his worship and service, was afterward de- 
signed in the time of David after the very same manner; 
(1 Chron. xxi. 2G.) $o it was at the time of the evening sa- 
crifice, as may be gathered from 2 Sam. xxiv. 15. where it 
is said the pestilence continued from morning, to the time 
appointed, that is, to the evening ; and then David saw the 
angel, who commanded Gad to bid him set the altar in the 
threshing-floor ofAraunah; where God answering by fire 
from heaven, it made him say, this is the house of God, and 
this is the altar of burnt-offering, (1 Chron. xxii. 1.) And 
when Solomon built the temple in that very place, it was 
thus consecrated by fire coming from heaven, and con- 
suming the burnt-sacrifice, as well as by the glory of the 
Lord filling the house, (2 Chron. vii. 1—3.) And it is very 
probable, also, that this was at the time of the evening sacri- 
fice; for the former pari of the day had been spent in bring- 
ing the ark into the house of the Lord, and in Solomon's 
prayer ; as we read in the two foregoing chapters. Certain 
it is, that the authority of Elijah to restore God's true reli- 
gion and worship was thus justified, 1 Kings xviii. 38, 39. 
and it was at the time of the offering the evening sacrifice, 
(ver. 39.) From whence that prayer of the Psalmist, (PsaL 
cxli. 2.) Let the lifting up of my hands be as the evening 
sacrifice. 

All this was so notorious, that Julian himself acknow- 
ledges, that fire came down from heaven in the time of 
Moses, and again in the days of Elijah, rue SWac ava\(a- 
kov, consuming the sacrifices; as we find his words related . 
by St. Cyril, (lib. x. contra Julianum.) And this gave such 
a Divine authority to the Jewish religion, that it isno' won- 
der to find, that the pagans endeavoured to get credit to 
their religion by the like reports of fire, from an invisible' 
power, consuming their sacrifices: which perhaps was 
sometimes really done by the prince of the power of the 
air, as the apostle calls the devil. However that be, there 
arc several instances of this in Pausanias, Dionysius, Ha- 
licamassocus, Valerius Maximus, and Pliny. But Servians 
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may serve instead of all ; who, upon those words of Virgil, 
in iEncid xii. 

" foedcra fulminc sancit," 

saith, that anciently they did not kindle fires upon their al- 
tars, " sed ignem divinum precibus elicicbant," &c. but they 
procured by their prayers Divine fire, which inflamed their 
altars. And Solinus saith, (cap. 11.) that the flame sprung 
out of the wood by a Divine power. " Si Deus adest, si sa- 
crum probatur, sarmenta licet viridia ignem sponte conci- 
piunt," &c. If God be present, if the sacrifice be acceptable, 
the faggots, though green, kindle of themselves; and with- 
out any one to set them on fire, a flame is raised by the 
Deity to whom the sacrifice is offered. Thus there rose up 
fire out of the rock, and consumed Gideon's sacrifice, 
(Judg. vi. 21.) They that would see more of this out of 
pagan writers, may consult J. Dilherrus Dissert. Special, 
de CacozeliaGentil.(cap.ll.) But especially Huetius, in 
his Alnetance Questioncs, (lib. ii. cap. 12. n. 21.) 

But whether this fire, which now came from before the 
Lord, consumed Aaron's sacrifice instantly, or only set 
it into a flame, which consumed it leisurely in the sight of 
all the people, cannot certainly be determined. The Jews 
seem to suppose the latter; the heavenly fire being now 
kindled, which continued ever after by a constant supply 
of fuel, whereby it was kept perpetually burning, as is or- 
dained vi. 12, 13. (See note on that place.) Where to me 
it seems very observable, that this law of keeping in the 
fire perpetually, is ordered to be put in execution at the 
evening sacrifice, ver. 9. of that chapter. Which is a suffi- 
cient reason to incline one to think, that the celestial fire 
now came, as I have supposed, at the evening sacrifice, and 
consumed the burnt-offering. 

Which when all the people saw, they shouted.] They fled 
not from it, as men affrighted, but shouted for joy: or, as 
Abarbinel's phrase is, they lifted up their voices with sing- 
ing, and prayed to God, or rather praised him. Just as 
they did when the fire came down at the consecration of 
Solomon's temple, When the people saw it they praised the 
Lord, saying, For he is good; for his mercy endureth for 
ever, (2 Chron. vii. 3.) 

And fell on their faces.] Worshipped God with humble 
thankfulness; who hereby testified his presence among 
them, and his gracious acceptance of them. For thus he 
had of old shewed his respect to Abel, (Gen. iv. 4.) and to 
Noah, (vii. 20.) and to their father Abraham : whose sacri- 
fice was thus accepted in th^. evening, when the sun went 
down, (Gen. xv. 17.) 

And there was great reason,* that both priests and peo- 
ple should rejoice at this sight; for, as the author of the 
book Cosri discourses, (par. iii. sect. 53.) " If a man look 
only at the foregoing part of the work of this day (the kill- 
ing of the sacrifices, the blood running about their hands ; 
their slaying, of them, washing the entrails, rincing the 
pieces of flesh, sprinkling the blood, laying the wood in 
order, kindling the fire), they would rather set his mind fur- 
ther off from God, than draw it near to him : till after all 
these .things performed orderly, he saw the fire coming down 
from heaven, testifying God's gracious acceptance of the 
sacrifice ; or felt another spirit excited in him, beyond any 
thing he was acquainted. withal before; or had Divine 
jlro;uns, or hcroical motions ; which he believed, were the 



effects of what he had been doing," &c. And no doubt, 
all good men, in future ages, felt their minds raised, by the 
thoughts that the sacrifices they offered were as accepta- 
ble to God as that offered at this time ; being consumed, in 
some sort, by the same fire, which burnt continually on 
this altar; and, after this day, was never extinguished till 
the captivity. Which seems to be the original of that ex- 
pression of the people, in their prayer for their king, that 
God would " remember all his offerings, and accept (turn 
to ashes, it is in the Hebrew) his burnt-sacrifice," (Psal. 
xxi. 3.) 

" Such acceptable sacrifices, (St. Cyril tells Julian,) wo 
Christians still offer, but infinitely better, being spiritual and 
intellectual (and consequently nearer to the Divine nature), 
and that by fire sent from heaven, viz. the Holy Ghost (of 
whom this fire was but a figure), icara$(urf£<t>v rijv tKfcX^afav, 
illustrating the church, and enabling the members of it to 
offer continually the sweet-smelling sacrifices of faith, and 
hope, and charity, and righteousness, temperance, obedi- 
ence, perpetual doxologies, and all other virtues," (lib. x. 
contr. Jul.) 

- CHAP. X. 

Ver. 1. JLnD Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron.] His : 
two eldest sons, (Exod. vi. 23.) 

Took either of them his censer.] Here are two of their * 
errors expressed'in these w r ords, if Abarbinel conjecture 
aright (who supposes this to have happened on the last 
day of their consecration, when fire came down from hea- 
ven), first, that they adventured, without any order from 
God, to go and burn incense in the sanctuary. For though 
this did not belong to the office of the high-priest alone, 
yet, upon this solemn day, Aaron only was commanded to 
perform the whole service; as upon the day of expiation, 
(ix. 7.) And this account Bochartus gives of their offence, 
that " sine vocatione, thus obtulerunt," they offered incense ' 
without any call to it, (Hierozoic. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 4i). p. 
557.) And secondly, both of them went about this work ; 
whereas the incense was to be offered only by one, and not 
by two at a time. Procopius Gazaeus adds a third error; 
that they attempted this out of the due season for it : 
which was only in the morning and evening. 

And put fire thereon.] As the priests w T ere required to 
offer no strange incense, (Exod. xxx. 9.) so, in all reason, 
they were to think, it was not to be offered with strange 
fire; but only with a coal from that altar, where there was 
a fire kindled by God himself. 

And offered strange fire before the Lord.] Here are two 
sins more (if Abarbinel take it right), that they brought fire 
from another place, without the sanctuary; and did not 
take it from the altar: and then, that they attempted to go 
into the most holy place; which he thinks is signified by 
these words, before the Lord. The first of these is the opi- 
nion also of Aben Ezra, and other learned men among the 
Jews ; who by strange fire understand, fire that did not 
go out from before the Lord, (ix. 24.) that is, was not taken 
from the altar of burnt-offering ; where fire from heaven 
lately consumed their oblations. And so R. Bechai : ( < They 
imagined that the fire on the altar of burnt-offerings was 
only for consuming sacrifices; and therefore, they fetch 
some from without, for the burning incense." But as to the 
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second thing, it doth not seem to me probable; for Aaron 
himself had not yet gone into the holy of holies. 

Which he commanded them not.] This they did (saith 
Aben Ezra) from their own proper motion and opinion ; 
without any authority from God : for whose order they 
should have waited, if his mind was not already sumciently 
declared, as it was fully afterward, (xvi. 12.) 

How two such excellent men as these (who had had the 
honour to be called up to God, when he appeared on 
Mount Sinai, and to have a sight of him, and to eat and 
drink in his presence, Exod. xxiv. 1. 9, 10, &c.) came to 
be so rash, and to fall so unadvisedly into so great an 
error, as this here mentioned, cannot be certainly resolved. 
But it seems to me highly probable, that at the feast upon 
the peace-offerings, they had eaten and drunk too liberally; 
which made them forget themselves, and fall into this gross 
mistake. . For I can see no other reason .why that com- 
mand, (ver. 8.) of not drinking wine or strong, drink, when 
the priests were to go into the sanctuary, is annexed unto 
this story of their death and burial; but only this, which I 
have now alleged ; that their miscarriage arose from drink- 
ing too much vine before this office was to be performed. 

Ver. 2. And there went oat fire from the Lord.] As they 
were entering into the sanctuary, or as they stood at the 
golden altar, ready to offer incense, fire came out from the 
most holy place (where the glory of the Lord was), and 
struck them dead. 

And devoured them.] It did not reduce their bodies to 
ashes, nor so much as burn their clothes,, (ver. 5.) but they 
were killed as men sometimes are with lightning; which 
penetrates into the vital parts, and puts a sudden end to 
their life. That is meant here by devoured them; took away 
their breath in a moment. From which expression the 
Hebrew doctors conclude, that when any body was con- 
demned to be burnt, it was not to be consumed to ashes, 
but only cxanimated by the fire ; because this is called , 
devouring or burning, here in this place. (See Gemara 
Sanhedrin, cap. 7. n. 1.) 

And they died before the Lord.] Fell down dead in the 
house of God. Which may seem too great a severity, till 
it be considered how reasonable and necessary it was to 
inflict a heavy punishment upon the first transgressors of a 
law, concerning a matter of great moment, to deter others 
from the like offence. Many instances of which there are 
in Scripture: some observed by St. Chrysostom upon 
Psal. vi. 2. where he gives this account, why the man who 
gathered a few sticks upon the sabbath-day was adjudged 
to be stoned, as blasphemers were; because it was a very 
heinous thing, Ik 7rpootfJLi(*)v tvSiwg Trapafir\yai to irpotrray/JLa, 
&c. as soon as a law was enacted, immediately to break 
it : which made it necessary it should be thus severely 
punished, to strike such a terror into others, that they 
might not dare to do the like, which was the reason, he 
observes, of the sudden death of Ananias and Sapphira, 
mentioned Acts v. Isidore of Pelusium hath made the 
same observation, (lib. i. epist. 181.) and goes so far back 
as to our first parents, who were dreadfully punished for a 
seemingly small offence, because they were the first trans- 
gressors. The same others have observed of the punish- 
ment of Cain, who committed the first murder; of the 
filthiness of Sodom; of the idolatry of the golden calf; the 
covetousness and sacrilege of Achan; the disobedience of 
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Saul, the first king of Israel ; .the sudden death of Uzzah, 
who was the first that presumed to touch the ark of God. 
. Ver. 3. And Moses said unto Aaron J] To satisfy, him in; 
the justice and wisdom of this dreadful stroke, at which" he- 
could not but be extremely afflicted. -; .'< rt 

This is that the Lord spake, saying, I will be sanctified in 
them that come nigh me.] To come nigh unto God, is, in 
the holy language, 'to perform the office of a priest, 
(Exod. xix. 22. Numb. xvi. 5.) who, having the honour 
of attending upon the service of the Divine Majesty, was * 
bound to approach -into his presence with the greatest, 
reverence. We do not read indeed those very words, 
which Moses here recites, in the foregoing books ; but, as 
many things were spoken to them which are not Tecorded, 
so the sense of these words is in the place forenamed, 
Exod. xix. 22. and the reason of them in Exod. xxix.43, 44.~ 
where the tabernacle being said to be sanctified by the 
Divine Glory, and the priests being sanctified to minister 
unto him therein, (which was seven days a doing, as we 
read here, viii. 35.) they were plainly taught to draw nigh 
to God with a holy fear, and to do nothing rashly, nor 
without order from him. . For God being peculiarly known ? 
by the name of the Holy One, i. e. who hath incomparable 
perfections, such as no other being hath, he justly required * 
to be accordingly worshipped, suitable to his most sur-* 
passing greatness ; by peculiar rites of his own prescribing, 
in a different manner from all other beings. It was, for * 
instance, below his emineney, or rather supereminent 
majesty, to have common fire (such as they employed 
in their kitchens) used for the burning sacrifices on his 
altar. And in like manner all other parts of his service 
were, in reason, to be performed after such a fashion as 
might signify their • sense of the peculiar excellences of » 
the Divine Nature ; who, therefore, sent fire from heaven 
as only fit to burn perpetually uponhis altar. 

And before all the people will J be glorified.] This may 
be thought to be but a solemn repetition of what was 
spoken before, as the manner is in these books to deliver 
the same thing twice in different words. Or the meaning 
is, If they who draw nigh to me will not sanctify me, I will 
vindicate my own honour by such punishments, as Shall 
openly declare to all that I am the Holy One. Thus God 
is said to be honoured upon Pharaoh by drowning him in 
the Red Sea, (Exod. xiv. 4.) 

And Aaron held his peace.] Silently adored the justice 
of the Holy One, and did not complain of his severity! 
For this doth not seem to be the effect merely of great 
grief, but of great reverence to the Divine Majesty. 

Ver. 4. And Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, the 
$o?is of Uzziel, the uncle of Aaron.] It appears from 
Exod. vi. 18. that Uaziel, the father of Mishael and 
Elzaphan, (ver. 22.) was the younger brother of Amron, 
the father of Aaron, and consequently Aaron's uncle: 

And said unto them, Come near, arid carry your brethren.] 
All near kindred are called brethren in Scripture. And 
these cousin-germans of theirs are appointed to carry them 
out, because Aaron's other sons were now attending upon ' 
God in their ministration, upon the day of their eonsocra- . 
tidn. But without this special order, these two persons '•' 
could not have been admitted to come near into the very j 
sanctuary, b^ing not pf the family of priests, though of kin 
tp them, 
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From before the sanctuary.'] Sec ver. 2. 

Out of the camp.] For anciently they btrridd riot in their 
cities, but in tlio fields adjacent t6 them, (Gdn. Xxiil. 9. 17.) 
and so they did in aftertirries, Matt, xxvii. 7. and Luke 
viii. 27. where the tombs are plainly intimated to be with- 
out the city. 

Ver. 5. So they went near.] There being two accents 
upon the Hebrew word for draw near, tho cab&lists from 
thence observe (I know not upon what grounds), that 
theso men did not corao into the very sanctuary where tho 
dead bodies lay, but drew them out with long poles, and 
those of iron, being afraid of the fire wherewith Nadab and 
Abihu had been killed : or rather, fearing to go into the 
sanctuary, or too near it. (See Hackspan's Cabala Ju- 
daica, n. 58.) 

. Ahd carried thim out in ilteir coats, &c] Their linen 
vdstments wherein they ministerdd ; which having touched 
dead bodies, were no naore fit to be used in the Divine 
service. 

As Moses had said.] As he had directed in his order 
which he gave thein. 

. Ver. G. And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar 
aHttunto Ithamttr his sons.] These two werfc all the sons that 
Aaron had now remaining ; from whom came two great 
families of the priests; which, in the days of David, we 
find Very numerous (though more of the house of Eleazar 
than of the other), when they were by him divided into 
twenty-four classes, and had their courses of waiting ap- 
pointed them, (1 Chfon. xxiv. 4,&c.) 

Uncover riot your heads.] The Hfebrew doctors interpret 
it quite contrary, Let not the hair of yoiir Mdd grow ; So 
long, that is, as to cover their faces; which was the custom 
of mounters, (2 Sarh. xv. 30. *ix. 4. and mariy other places.) 
And thus Onkelos, and the Arabic version set forth by 
Erpenius, and many of the Jewish commentators (such as 
R. Solomon and Aben Ezra), who give the same account 
of Lev. xxi. 10. where the same thing is required of the 
high-priest. And the time of their letting their hair grow 
on such occasions, they determine by the law of the Naza- 
rites, who were not to cut their hair all the time of their vow 
Of separation, which the Jews say was at least thirty days, 
(Numb. vi. 5.) Therefore the priests were not to let their 
hair grow so long; if they did, they were incapable of offi- 
ciating. Only they make thi^differenCe between the com- 
mon priests and the high-priest; that this law did not bind 
tho priests at all times, but only in their course of ministra- 
tion : but the hightpriest (whose presence was always ne- 
cessary in the sanctuary) might never let his hair grow; 
but was bound every week to have it cut even, on the eve 
of the sabbath. (See Selden, lib. ii. de Success, in Pontiff, 
cap. 6.) 

But the foundation of all this is not very strong; for it 
relies chiefly on the Use of the Hebrew word JH3 in that 
£lace of Numbers vi. 5. where it signifies hair: from 
whence they conclude the verb here may have tho same 
notion, and signify the growth of hair. But this is not the 
usual si^niiicution'of it'in Scripture, where it commonly 
imports the Ejection of something ; as of good counsel, 
(Prov. i. 25.) of reproof or instruction, (Prov* xiii. 18. 
xv. 32.) And being, joined with the head, plainly signifies 
the 'uncovering it. (See.Numb. v. 18.) And, therefore,* so 
the LXX. understand it here ; as if they were forbidden to 
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put off their bonnets. But that they always did, as soon 
as they had performed their sacred office in the sanctuary : 
and therefore, it may be meant of making their heads bare 
by shaving them, or bald by pulling off the hair, as the 
manner was in mourning, (Isa. xv. 2. Jer. xli. 5. xlviii. 37. 
and many other places.) And in this, the priests among 
the Jews directly opposed those among the Egyptians who 
shaved their heads; as appears by what Minutius Felix, 
and Lampridius, in the life of Commodus, say, concerning 
the priests* of Isis. And Herodotus, also, in his Euterpe, 
whoso words are these, 01 Upug twv Gtwv rp plv aXXy tcofd- 
ovm, iv AlyiTTT^) St Zvptitwai. In other places the priests of 
the ()ods nourish the hair; but in Egypt they are shaved. 

Neither rend your clothes.] Which w r as another rite of 
mourning; not only among tho Jews, but among all people 
in ancient times, especially in the eastern countries; as 
everyone knows that hath read any of their authors. (See 
Job i. 20.) And it was used on many other occasions 
among the Jews, as well as in their funerals; particularly 
ivhen any man blasphemed, (Numb. xiv. G. 2 Kings xix. 1.) 
when any ill tidings came which put them into a passion, 
(2 Kings v. 7.) or any misfortune befel them, (Gen. xli v. 
13. Judg. xi. 35.) But wiis thought so unseemly in a 
priest, especially when he ministered, that the Jews say, 
they whose garments were rent by abcident, were as in- 
capable of ministering, as they who rent themselves in 
mourning. 

The reason of this precept was, (asR. Levi of Barcelona 
well observes, Precept, civ.) that it being not allowed in 
those countries for mourners to come into the presence of 
their kings (as appears by the history of Esther), much less 
was it seemly for any thlat attended upon the Divine Ma- 
jesty, to come into his house in Lucira habit. 

Lest ye die.] As Nadab and Abihu did. For after such 
a monition as this, they had highly dishonoured God if 
they had appeared in his sanctuary in such an indecent 
manner. 

And wrath come upon the people.] For want of priests to 
make atonement for them w r hen they offended. 

But let your brethren, the whole house of Israel, bexvail 
the burning which the Lord hath kindled.] He doth ndt 
prohibit the rest of the people, who were not priests, to 
mourn for them ; but rather requires it of them all: that 
they might be sensible of their loss, and of the sin which 
was the cause of it. And it is likely the people bewailed 
them,* by rending their clothes, and baring their heads, and 
putting ashes upon thehi; or some such rites then in use 
among them. 

Ver. 7. And ye shall not go out from the door of the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation.] For it is supposed the seven 
days of their consecration" were not yet quite ended, (viii. 
35.) or they had begun some other ministration in the sanc- 
tuary ; and therefore w r 6rc not to -Stir but of the court of it 
till it was finished. And the Hebrews think this law did 
not only bind Aaron and his sons nt this time, bnt their 
posterity for ever: that if they heard of the death of any of 
their 'kindred, when they were ministering in tho sanctuary, 
they should not stir from their duty: for that would havo 
-been to shew a greater affection to a dead friend, than to 
-the living God. This appears to-be true, vby the like com- 
mand to this, -and dn the same' words, laid particularly upon 
the highi-priests, 3ixi.*12. 
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For the anointing of the Lord is upon you.] You are de- 
voted and consecrated by a solemn unction (viii. 10, &c.) 
to the service of God; which must not be omitted out of 
respect to any person whatsoever. For in this precept 
(as R. Levi Barzelonita observes, Praecept. clvii.) the dig- 
nity and majesty of the Divine worship were consulted; 
which, if his ministers had deserted on such occasions, for 
a moment, would have been brought into contempt. For 
it would have been a declaration, that there was something 
in the world more to be regarded than God's service. And 
therefore the punishment of death is threatened (in the 
foregoing words) 10 those who were guilty of such an of- 
fence. 

And they did according to the word of Moses.] Stayed in 
the tabernacle, without any of the usual tokens of mourn- 
ing. Wherein they performed an eminent piece of obe- 
dience to God; whose commandment suppressed those 
natural affections, which, arc very hard to be kept in sub- 
jection. 

Ver. 8. And the Lord spake unto Aaron, saying.] It may 
be thought, that the Lord was so pleased with his obe r 
dience, that he himself now «pake unto Aaron; \vhereas 
hitherto he had spoken to him by Moses. 

Ver. 9. Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou nor thy 
sons with thee.] By wine every one knows is meant that 
liquor which is pressed out of grapes: and by schechar 
(which we translate strong drink) is meant such liquors as 
were made in imitation of wine, of dates or -figs, and many 
other sorts of fruits ; also that which w„as made of honey, 
which we call mead, and methcglin. There are many 
sorts of such liquors mentioned by Pliny, (in his Natural 
History, lib. xiv. cap. 1G.) which he calls vina factitia. 

When ye go into the tabernacle of the congregation.] To 
perform your ministry. At other times they might drink 
wine: and, if we may believe the Jews, they did not offend 
against this precept, if, before they went into the sanctuary,^ 
they drank no more than a fourth part of a log : -which 
contained an egg-shell and a half. If they exceeded this 
measure, then their ministry, they say, was profancjJ, and 
they were liable to death by, the hand of Heaven. See It. 
Levi of Barcelona, Praeccpt.clviii. who hath m^ny niceties 
about'thismatter; as hath also Maimonides, mentioned by 
the learned Dr. Outram, in his book de Stvcrificiis, lib. i. 
cap. G. n. 4. 

Lest ye die.] As their brethren did: see upon ver. 1, 
where I observed it to be very probable, that they were 
burnt with fire from the Lord upon this account. They 
that thifik it worth their while, may -see after what manner 
the cabalists make out this, and what reflections they 
make upon it, in Theod. Hackspan's Cabala Judaica, n. 
144, 145. 

It shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations.] 
And such a law there was in some heathen countries, that 
no magistrate, all the year he was in office, nor any judge, 
while he was in action and employment, should olvov jeve<t- 
Scu to irapairav, so much as taste a drop>of wine. So Platp 
tells us; with which Euscbius compares this law of Moses, 
(lib. xii. Prasp. Evang. cap. 25.) And Chaercmon, the Stoic, 
describing (in Porphyry's book, irtpl "Airoxw, lib. iv.) the 
diet of the Egyptian priests, tells us, that oivov ol /«v|ovS' 
oho? ol Si, okiyiara lytvovro, some of them drunk no wine at 
all, and otJiers very little. 
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Ver. 10. That ye may put a difference betiyeen holy and 
unholy, between clean and unclean.] Hero is the groun4 
and reason of this precept; that they might have their wits 
about them (as we speak), and preserve their minds from 
being clouded (as Nadab's and Abihu's were, who put np 
difference between holy fire and cpmmon), and so be able 
both to put a difference (as the first words may be trans T 
lated) between holy and unholy, &c. and also to teach the 
people all the statutes, which God had delivered to them; 
as it follows in the next verse. 

And here it must be observed, that as some days and 
places wore more holy than others, so were some parts of 
the sacrifices also; which they might not .eat .themselves, 
but were reserved for the altar. Some beasts "also ^verc 
clean, and others so unclean, that they might neither be 
offered in sacrifice, nor eaten at their common tables, (xi. 
47.) Some men ^nd women were s,o unclean, that they 
jvere ngt to be admitted into their ordinary cony eprsation; 
much less into the sanctuary, (chap. xii. xiii.) Of all which 
the priests were the judges, and therefore had need to be 
perfectly sober, that they might make an accurate difference 
between one thing and another. And for such a like reason 
it was, the Egyptian priests were' so abstemious in drinking 
wine, because they looked upon it as IfnroSiov tig evptcnv, 
an impediment to the finding out of the truth. So Chaere- 
mon speaks in the fqrementioned book. 

Ver. 11. And that ye may teach the children of Israel all 
the statutes, &c] Which concern the rites and ceremonies 
of God's worship, 

Ver. 12. And Moses spake unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar 
and unto Ithamar, his sons that were left.] This was still 
spoken on the same day, a little after what he had said to 
them ver. G, 7. 

Take the meat-offering that remaineth of the offerings of 
the Lord made by fire, &c] He seems to have^been afraid, 
that Aaron's grief for the loss of his sons might have so 
disturbed his mind, as to have made him negligent in some 
part of his duty; or that Eleazar and Ithamar, through 
mistake or forgetfulness, might have offended against some 
of the laws lately, delivered about sacrifices; which there- 
fore he Jiere repeats, that they might be exactly observed. 
And in the first place, that they should eat ivhat remained 
of the meat- offering, as was commanded vi. IG. Where }t 
is required also, as it is here, to be eaten without leaven, 
and .beside the altar, in the court of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, as it is there expressed. 

For it is most holy.] See there, vi. 17. 

Ver. 13. And ye shall eat it in the holy place.] This, he 
repeats, because they might possibly have forgotten it, or 
not sufficiently attended to the difference between things 
most holy and things only holy. The former of which. the 
priests alone might cat, and that only in the holy place : 
the other all their family might eat (as he saith in the next 
verse) in any place that was clean. 

Because it is thy due, and thy sons 9 due, &c] Nobody 
might eat but holy persons; for, so God directed, chap. ii. 
3. vi. 1G— 18. vii. 9, 10. 

Ver. 14. TJie wave-breast and the heave-shoulder shall 
ye eat in a clean place.] They were not bound to eat theso 
in the court of the tabernacle, (as in the former case, yer. 
13.) but in any part of the camp that was not defiled. 

TIiou, and thy sons, and thy daughters with thee.] These 
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being those which the Jews call lighter holy things, might; 
*be eaten by the whole family, as was before observed. 

For they be thy due, and thy' sons* due, which are given 
yon out of the sacrifices of peace-offerings of the children of 
Israel.'] They were bestowed upon them by an express 
grant, vii. 34. where, though only his sons be mentioned, 
as they are here, yet it is plain all of their family, who 
were clean, might eat of these things, (See upon vii.19.) 

Ver. 15. The heave-shoulder and the wave-breast shall 
they bring, with the offerings made by fire of the fat, to wave 
it for a wave-offering before the Lord.] This also he incul- 
cates again, which had been said before, (vii. 29, 30.) that 
they must take care first to wave these things before the 
Lord, and to burn the fat upon the altar: for till this was 
done, they had no right to eat these things. 

• And it shall be thine, and thy sons' ivith thee.] When they 
had been presented to the Lord of the whole earth, and he 
had received his part, these became theirs, by an express 
grant from him, (vii. 32- L - 34.) 

By a statute for ever.] As long as such kind of sacrifices 
should last. 

Ver. 16. And Moses diligently sought the goat of the sin- 
offering.] Which had been offered for the people, (ix. 15.) 

• And behold, it was burnt.] This justified Moses's sus- 
picion and fear, that some mistake might have been com- 
mitted in other matters ; because he found, upon a diligent 

* inquisition, that they had burnt upon the altar those parts 
of the sin-offering which they ought to have eaten them- 
selves, (vi. 20. 29.) In which it was the easier for them to 
mistake, without diligent observation of Moses's direc- 
tions; because the sin-offering, which had been offered for 
Aaron himself, was just before wholly burnt without the 
camp, (ix. 11.) and so were all the sin-offerings for the 
high-priest, and for the whole congregation, ordered to be, 
(iv. 12. 21.) that is, if their blood was carried into the holy 
place, then nothing of them might be eaten, (vi. 30.) But 
otherwise, their flesh was to be eaten in the court of the ta- 
bernacle, as is expressly commanded, (vi. 26.) This dis- 
tinction they either did not well observe, when it was de- 
livered; or, being oppressed with sorrow, for the loss of 
Nadab and Abihu, they did not think it fit .to feast at this 
time upon the flesh of this offering. For so Aaron ex- 
cuses this fact, (ver. 19.) 

*'• And he was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar.] He said 
nothing to Aaron, either because he was loath to add to his 
grief, or because it was the business of his sons to look 
after this sacrifice, and to sec that the flesh of it was dis- 
posed of according to God's orders. 
* Hie sons of Aaron which were left alive.] Who, by the 
punishment upon their brethren, should have learned 
greater caution in their ministry. 

Ver. 17. Wlierefore have ye not eaten the sin-offering in 
the holy place?] That is, obeyed the commandment which 
I gave you ? (vi. 26.) 

Seeing it is most holy.] S$e vi. 25. 

And God hath given it you.] Sec vi. 29. 

To bear the iniquity of the congregation, to make atone- 
ment for them before the Lord.~] God bestowed upon the 
priests this reward of their service, that they might be the 
more willing to take upon them the people's sins, and to 
make- an expiation carefully for them. And indeed the 
very eating of the people's sin-offering, argued the sins of 
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the people were in some sort frid upon the priests; to be 
taken away by them. Which being done, they had reason 
to rejoice also in a feast upon this sacrifice; which God 
had been pleased to accept, for the taking away of the sins 
of the people. From whence the sacrifice of Christ may 
be explained, who is said to bear our iniquity (as the 
priest is said here to do), all our sins being laid on him ; 
who took upon him to make an expiation for them, by the 
sacrifice of himself. For the priest here by eating of the 
sin-offering, receiving the guilt upon himself, may well be 
thought to prefigure one, who should be both priest and 
sacrifice for sin : which was accomplished in Christ. 
Ver. 18. Behold.] Observe what I say to you. 
The blood of it teas not brought in, within the holy 
place.] It was none of those sacrifices which I command- 
ed you to burn entirely; but required you to eat ot; (vi. 
26. 30.) 

Ye should indeed have eaten it in the holy place, as I 
commanded.] For as there was a peremptory law forbid- 
ding the priests to eat the flesh of any sacrifice, whose 
blood was brought into the holy place, to make atonement 
with it : so there w T as as peremptory a law, that they should 
ieat the flesh of those sacrifices for sin, whose blood was 
not brought in thither. 

Ver. 19. And Aaron said nnto Moses.] Though Moses 
questioned only Eleazar and Ithamar, yet Aaron makes 
the answer: they not being able, perhaps, to give an ac- 
count of what they had done, though sensible of their 
mistake. ' 

Behold, this day have they offered their sin-offering, and 
their burnt-offering before the Lord.] His apology for them 
seems to be this, that they had not wholly violated God's 
command; but performed the substance of it, though they 
had failed in one circumstance. For they had not only 
offered the sin-offering for the people (for that is meant 
by their sin-offering), but also their burnt-offering, (ix. 15, 
16.) and that before theLord, in the place where he ordered 
them to be offered. In all this Aaron was the principal 
minister, but they assisted him: for it is expressly said, 
they presented unto him the blood of the peace-offerings 
(which at the same time were also offered), and they put 
the fat upon the breasts, when he burnt the /af upon the al- 
tar, (ix. 18.20.) 

And such things have befallen me.] After this was done, 
followed the death of Nadab and Abihu, who went in to 
burn incense: which struck him into such a consternation, 
and made him so exceeding sad, that he was not fit to 
feast with Eleazar and Ithamar upon the sacrifice : and so 
suffered them to burn it. ; • 

And if I had eaten the sin-offering to-day, should it have 
been accepted in the sight of the Lord?] Would God have 
been pleased with me, if in such sadness and sorrow I 
had eaten of the sacrifice? This is the reason whereby he 
justifies the omission of which his sons were accused, in 
not eating the sin-oflering in the holy place. The blame of 
which he takes upon himself; for to have eaten it with a 
sad countenance and a heavy heart, he thought would have 
been to pollute it. And therefore he chose to forbear it, 
and to give it wholly to God, by burning the flesh of it, as 
he had done the fat : which he hoped would be more ac- 
ceptable than to eat it in grief. And to eat it without grief 
and sorrow was impossible : for though they had not been 
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so dutiful to liim as they ought to have been, yet he could 
not extinguish the affection of a father towards them, nor 
'suddenly cease to mourn inwardly for their untimely death. 

From this place Maimonides gathers, there was but one 
day of mourning due to the dead, viz. the first: the rest 
were added by the constitution of the elders. 

Ver. 20. s And when Moses heard that he was content.'] 
He was either satisfied with his reason, and thought he had 
done well, (for nature seems to have directed what was 
afterwards enjoined, that they should rejoice in their feasts, 
Deut. xii. 7, &c. and not eat holy things in their mourning, 
xxvi. 14.) or he would not further charge him with a fault, 
for which there was so far an excuse. For where there is 
no wilful contempt, but rather a respect intended in any 
action, all good men are inclined to make a favourable 
construction of it, and grant it an indulgence, though there 
be some error in it. 

CHAP. XI. 

lVlOSES having mentioned, in his preceding discourse 
about sacrifices, several sorts of uncleanness, (v. 2, 3.) and 
in the foregoing chapter (x. 10.) commanded the priests to 
keep themselves sober, that they might at all times be able 
to distinguish between clean and unclean, takes an occa- 
sion from thence to give an account of that matter. For 
otherwise that which we read chap. xvi. would here have 
most naturally followed (as appears from the eleventh verse 
of it), being about the principal sacrifice, whereby all man- 
ner of unclcanness was to be expiated ; which he now in- 
serts in the midst of those things that belong to that head. 
For, first, he treats in this chapter of unclean meats ; and in 
the twelfth to fifteenth, of unclean persons, garments, and 
habitations. And then (after he hath directed how to make 
the great atonement for the whole nation, and some other 
things) he Teturns in the latter end of chap. xvii. to speak 
of some forbidden food ; and chap.xviii. of unclean mar- 
riages: and after a repetition of several laws, (chap, xix.) 
of some greater uncleanncsses ; and chap. xxi. of priests 
that were unclean : and lastly, of sacrifices not fit to be of- 
fered, (chap.xxii.) 

Ver. 1. And the Lord spake unto Moses, and to Aaron, 
saying unto them.'] The consecration of Aaron benignow 
completely finished, God spake to him, as well as unto 
Moses; he being also highly concerned to teach the people 
-the difference that is here made between several soTts of 
meats, (x. 11.) which Moses assures them was enacted by 
Divine authority. 

' Ver. 2. Speak unto the children of Israel, saying.] They 
were all to take special notice of what follows, because, by 
the diet here prescribed, they were discriminated from all 
other people in the world. 

These are the beasts that ye shall eat, among all the beasts 
that are on the earth.] God having bestowed upon man- 
kind, after the flood, every living thing to be their food, 
(Gen. ix. 3.) it hath raised a question among learned men, 
why God should limit and restrain his own people from the 
benefit of this general grant. And some have thought this 
so unaccountable, that they have said it is in vain to in- 
quire into the reason of the difference that is made here of 
meats: concerning which P. Cunaeus declares (as Plutarch 
doth of the laws of Solon and Lycurgus),thatno doubt they 
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were.enacted with wise counsel ; but the reason of the au- 
thors cannot b.e known, (lib. ii. Ilepubl. Heb. cap. 24.) - 
But other$ think the reason is plain enough; and the Jews 
are of opinion, that the creatures here called unclean, were 
forbidden to v be eaten, because they were unwholesome 
food. So Maimonides discourses at large in his More Ne- 
voch. par. iii. cap.48..where he saith, there can be no doubt 
that every thing here prohibited yields a bad nourishment, 
except it be swine's flesh and fat: and yet he endeavours to 
shew, that there is no reason to think otherwise of those 
two. R. Levi of Barcelona is of the same mind, but pretends 
not to be able to demonstrate it, as Maimonides doth. For 
the sum of a long and pious discourse, which he hath upon 
this subject (Praecept. Ixxix. where he treats of that flesh 
which was torn by wild beasts) amounts to this: "that the 
body being the seat of the soul, where it doth its business, 
God would have it fitted to the desires and employments 
of the soul. And therefore the law (saith he) removes from 
us all those things which may hinder the soul in its opera- 
tions. For which.reason such and such meats are forbid- 
den, as breed ill blood : among which, if there be some 
whose hurtfulness is neither visible to us, nor to physicians, 
do not wonder at it; for the faithful Physician who forbids 
them, is wiser than any of us." 

This opinion I cannot think to be wholly groundless : 
for though there be some creatures here prohibited, which 
seem to us of as good nourishment as those which are al- 
lowed ; yet, considering that climate wherein the Jews 
lived, and the temper of their blood, which was very hot, 
and apt to be extremely corrupted (as appears by the un- 
usual leprosy to which they were obnoxious, more than 
other nations), it is reasonable to conclude, that God had 
some respect to this, in the ordering of their diet. (See J. 
"Wagcnscil Confut. Carminis It. Lipmanni, p. 556.) Yet \ 
cannot think this to have been the chief reason of this law, 
(though it be very agreeable to the peculiar care God had 
of this people, thathe should not only give them civil and sa- 
cred laws, but direct them in the smallest matters, as he did 
in their apparel, building, &c.)but the main drift and scope 
of it was, that the Israelites might be separated from all 
other nations in the world by a diet peculiar to themselves : 
which kept them from such a familiar conversation, as 
otherwise they might have had with the gentiles ; and con- 
sequently from learning their idolatrous customs. And I 
do not see why I should not add, most of the creatures, 
which aTe reckoned unclean, were such as were in high 
esteem and sacred among the heathen. As a swine was to 
• Venus, the owl to Minerva, the hawk to Apollo, the eagle to 
Jupiter, and even the dog to Hecate, &c. Whence Origen 
justly falls into a high admiration of Moses's wisdom; who 
so perfectly understood all animals, and what relation 
they had to demons, that he pronounced all those to be 
unclean, ra vofuZojjttva yap AlyvirTtotg kcu rote Xottroic twv 
dvSpdmwv fxavriKu, &c. which were esteemed by the Egyp- 
tians, and other nations, to.be the instruments of divina- 
tion; and those to be clean, which were not so, (lib. i v. 
contra Celsum, p. 225.) And if in Moses's time such crea- 
tures were not sacred to demons, it is a greater wonder 
that he should mark those out for impure, which proved to 
be so sacred in after-ages: as a great number of birds men- 
tioned by Porphyry (lib. iii. Tnpl ^Attojqk), who saith the 
gods used them as Kiifwtctg, to declare their mind to men!: 
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and several other creatures, mentioned by other authors, 
as peculiarly appropriated to other deities. 

Many havo discoursed largely of tho moral reasons 
of these precepts; particularly a very learned man now 
living, Joh. Wagcnscil, in his annotations on that title in 
tho Misna called Sota, (fol. 1171, &c.) 

Ver. 3. Whatsoever parteth the hoof, and is cloven- 
footed.] There are some creatures which Porphyry (in the 
book forementioned, lib. iv.) calls fiwwxd, whose hoofs 
are solid, and not at all divided ; such aS horses, asses, and 
mules: others that arc irokvcrxtSn, divided into several parts, 
like toes; as lions, wolves, and dogs: but'&'third sort that 
aro only $lx^ a > ( as Aristotle calls them), divided into two 
parts; as oxen, deer, sheep, goats, &c. And these arc of two 
kinds ; lor some divide the hoof in two parts, but it is not 
cloven qiiite through; as the camel, Whose hoof is parted 
above, "but joined by a thick skin below, and therefore 
reckoned among the unclean beasts. Others both divided 
and cloven^ which are those allowed by this law to be clean 
creatures. 

And chetveth the cttd among the beasts, &c] As all those 
beasts do, wliichareiiot a(x<p6lovra (as Aristotle calls them, 
lib. x. cap. 50.) that is, have not a &bt of teeth both above 
and below: such are oxen, sheep, atad goats, which want 
upper teeth; and therefore bririg'thcir meat up again into 
their mouths, after it hath been some time in the stomach; 
that it may, by a new chdwing of it, be better prepared for 
digestion. So the author of Porta Coeli, "whb Explains this 
very exactly, when he saith, "For want of upper teeth 
they cannot chew their food perfectly at one time ; nor can 
the stomach make a perfect digestion till it be ground a 
second time. And therefore such creatures are provided 
with a double stomach; an upper, into which the meat 
'goes down after the first chewing; and Another, into "which 
it is sent, after it hath been grinded a second time." 

That shall ye eat.] The Hebrews truly observe, (parti- 
cularly It. Levi Barzelonita,Praeccpt. clix.) that all kinds 
of animals, which had not every one of these marks (of 
parting the hoof, and being cloven-footed, and chewing the 
cud) were unlawful to be eaten. 

Ver. 4. Nevertheless, these shall ye not eat, of them that 
chew the cud, or of them that divide the hoof] This is added 
as an explication of (he foregoing rule, to shew, that if any 
of the forementioned marks were wanting, such creatures 
must not be eaten. 

As the camel, because he cheweth the cud, but divideth not 
the hoof, &c] The latter part of this character is not to be 
understood, as if the camel did not divide the hoof at all ; 
but not quite through, so as to be cleft, as well as divided. 
For, though its hoof be divided above, it coheres below, 
as It. Solomon observes. And so doth Aristotle, (lib. ii. 
cap. 1.) and Pliny, (lib. ii. cap. 45.) This being so very 
plainly expressed in this law, it is something strange that 
Hcliogabalus should order the flesh of camels and ostriches 
to be served up to his table, " Diccns, praeceptum Judaeis 
ut ederent:" saying, the Jews were commanded to eat them; 
as Lampridius reports his words, (cap. 28.) Salmasius, in- 
deed, upon that place, saith, he found these two words, 
siruthwues and camelos, joined together,* to make one word 
in a MS. of the Palatine library, which reads strnthioca- 
'melos exhibuitin ccenis. Which seems to some to mend the 
matter ; but then they arc forced to interpret prmceptum by 
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concession; as if he had said, lod did not forbid this meat 
to the Jews: which is altogether uncertain. It is better t® 
say, that though many of the pagans did read the law of 
Moses, yet they did it carelessly, without sufficient atten- 
tion to it. 

Ver. 5. And the coney.] Much might be said to justify 
our translation of the word saphan, by the English coney, 
if it could be proved that they chew the aid; which they 
do not, having upper teeth. Therefore, Bochart, by many 
arguments, proves this word, saphan, to signify a mountain 
mouse; which, as Solomon saith, (Prov. xxx. 2G.) make 
their holes in rocks: Which rabbits do not; but this crea- 
ture doth, as he proves out of the Arabian MTriters; who 
call it aliarbuo, and say it chews the cud. (See Hierozoi- 
con, par. i. lib. iii. cap. 33.) 

Because he cheweth the cud, &c] Or rather, though lie 
cheweth the cud, yet, wanting the other mark, they were to 
look upon it as unclean. 

Ver. 6. And the hare, because he chetveth (or though he 
cheweth) the cud, but divideth not the hoof, he is unclean 
nnto you.] The same author shews in the same book, 
(cap. 37.) that the Hebrew word arnebeth is rightly trans- 
lated a hare. For though no author, but Moses, saith it 
chews the cud, yet Aristotle saith something like it, lib. iii. 
cap. 22. where he observes, it hath a runnet in the stomach.* 
And Tho. Bartholinus,in hisAnatom. Hist. Cent. 2. Histor. 
lxx'xvi. tells us, that in his dissection of a hare, though he 
found but one stomach, which made him wonder, at first, 
that Moses should reckon it among the creatures that ru- 
minate, yet he found/that what was wanting in the simple 
stomach was supplied by the largeness of the intestimim 
ccecum y which gut is of a great bigness, consisting of two 
parts. In one of which he found liquid aud white excre- 
ments (like to chyle), as if it were another stomach: the 
other part towards the ileon, being full of black excrements. 
Ver. 7. And the svnne, though he divide the hoof, and be 
Cloven-footed, yet he cheweth not the cud: he is unclean to 
you.] Though the swine hath the first part of the mark of 
a clean creature completely, being cloven-footed, as well as 
having the hoof divided, yet not chewing the cud, it is for- 
bidden to be eaten. And this, no doubt, was the sole found- 
ation of the Jews abstaining from this meat. Whose 
filthy feeding and wallowing in the mire, Maimonides fan- 
cies, was the only cause why it was prohibited, (More N©- 
Toch. par. iii. cap. 48.) To which others add, its feeding 
upon flesh, as Vossius observes, lib; iii. de Orig. et Pro- 
gressu Idol. cap. 42. where he gives other reasons alsofor 
it. One of which, viz. that it was apt to breed the leprosy, 
to which they were very subject in those countries, is inge- 
niously treated of by Pctrus Cunaeus in his Itepubl. Hc- 
braeor. (lib. ii. cap. ult.) and more lately by another very 
learned person, J. Wagenseil, Carminis R. Lipmanni Con- 
futatio, p. 55G. To which Clemens Alexandrinus adds 
several other reasons, (lib. vii. Strom.. p. 718.) and there 
arc many more inLactantius relating to mortality, (lib. iv. 
Divin. Jnstit. cap. 17.) But whatsoever grounds there might 
be of this prohibition, that alone could not be the reason 
why the whole nation of the Jews abhorred this more than 
any other unclean creature, which was equally forbidden 
with this. Insomuch that tbey would not, when they spoke 
of it, mention its proper name ; but called it another (or a 
strange) thing. .Which arose sure from some other cause; 

microsoft ® 



CHAP. XI.] 



UPON LEVITICUS. 



383 



that, in process of time, made this the most abominable of 
all other creatures. And that was, I take it, because the 
gentiles used it in their sacrifices and mysteries of religion ; 
and because nothing was accounted a more delicious food 
among many great nations : which (if a vehement abhor- 
rence had not been infused into the Jews of this creature) 
might have invited them to their tables, and bred such fa- 
miliarity with them, as might have concluded in idolatry. 
Pliny observes, (lib. viii. cap. 51.) that no. creature affords 
greater plenty of delicious dishes at their tables than this, 
" Neque alio ex animali numerosior materia ganeae," &c. In- 
somuch that old Homer, relating how Eumams entertained 
Ulysses, (Odyss.xiv.) saith only, that he killed a great hog 
of five years old, and that only for five guests. They that 
would see more of this, may look into Petrus Castellanus, 
lib. ii. de Esu Carnium, cap. 1, 2, &c. where he shews 
also, out of Varro, (lib. ii. de Re Rustica, cap. 4.) that the 
gentiles knew of no ancienter sacrifices than this, after they 
began to offer animals upon their altars. For they thought 
that would be most acceptable to their gods which best 
pleased themselves : insomuch that a swine, which the later 
Greeks called vg, was anciently called $i>g, ab illo verbo 
quoddiciturZvuv, from that word which sigrijfies to sacrifice. 
For the first sacrifices were of this creature, as appears by 
the mysteries of Ceres, in which a sow was offered ; and at 
their marriages the ancient kings and great men of Etruria 
offered the like sacrifice; and so did the Latins and Greeks 
in Italy. The Hierapolitans, indeed, looked upon swine as 
unclean, and would neither eat them, nor offer them to their 
gods ; noT would they of Pessinnntium, in Galatia : V quod 
prorsus Mosaicum m% H which they leprnt, in all likelihood, 
from Moses, as Huetius thinks, (Demonstr. Evang. pro- 
pos. iv. cap. 11. n. 1.) But in many other nations this food 
was highly valued: and Athenaeus, I observe, gives the 
very same reason of its name that Varro doth, (lib. ix. 
Dcipnos.) 01 St avv EipfjtrSai olovti Svv, tov tic Svaiav tirt- 
Oovvra. From whence it is, that Aristophanes calls them 
MvariKagXoiQovg, mystical swine, in his Acharnan. because, 
as the scholiast there explains it, §ia to Iv roig MvarTjplotg 
AjjjiTjTpog SvttrSai, they were offered in themysteries of Ceres. 
And Julian himself, in his oration upon the Mother of the 
Gods, (Orat. v.) confesses $>(kov tivai TrnrlanvTai Svfia ro7g 
xOovioig £to7e ovk cnrwtoTwg, it was deservedly believed io be 
a grateful sacrifice. to the terrestrial gods, (p. 332. Edit. 
Patav,) 

Ver. 8. Of their flesh shall ye not eat, and their carcass 
shall ye not touch.] Some think the latter part of this pre- 
cept signifies no more, but that they should not meddle 
•with their carcassto prepare it for meat, (as the word touch 
seems to be used, Gen. iii. 3.) though they did not eat it. 
But others take it more largely, that they should not so 
much as open them, to take out the fat, and apply it to any 
use. In this the Jews are so scrupulous, that they say they 
may not touch them (though alive) with one of their fingers, 
for fear of the leprosy. It being a proverbial saying among 
them, which we read in the treatise Kidduschin, that " ten 
measures of leprosydescending into the world, swine took 
to themselves nine of them, and the rest of theworld one." 

If we may believe Herodotus, (lib. ii. cap.*47.) the 
Egyptians looked upon swine as so unclean, that if any 
one touched one of them by chance, as he passed by, he 
was bound to wash himself, with his garments, in the river. 



Certain it is that not only they, but the Arabians, and some 
other, neighbouring nations, did abstain from swine's flesh, 
as Bochartus and others, h$ve observed, (see his Hierozoi- 
con, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 57. p. 702. and Petr. Castellanus, 
lib. ii. de Esu Carnium, cap. 4.) which they learned, I 
doubt not, at first from the Jpws ; and afterward found 
other reasons for it. This abhorrency of swine is propa- 
gated into far distant countries among the Mahometans ; 
particularly into Mindanao, one of the Philippine islands ; 
where, if any onp haye but touched one of these creatures, 
he is not permitted to come into any body's house for many 
days after. So Pampier relates in a late Voyage round the 
World, (chap. 12. p.- 343.) where he says, "the sultan's 
brother haying a pair pf shoes made him by one of their 
ship's crew (which they seldom w r ear there), fell into a great 
passipa, when he was told the thread wherewith the shoes 
weTe §e-vved, \vas pointed ynth hog's bristles; and Avoulfl npf 
wear them." 

Ver. 9. These shall ye eat pf all that are fn the waters.] 
Though some of the heathens abstained perpetually from 
all fish, and others only for some time, Iv rcug aytartlatg, 
ivhen they were under strict obligations of purity, (as Ju- 
lian tells us in the forementioned oration v.) yet God 
left his people at greater liberty, forbidding to them only 
some kinds of fish; by abstinence from which they wprp 
sufficiently distinguished from those nations ^v^ich did eat 
all indifferently, and accounted fish the greatest jdelicacy. 

Whatsoever hath fins ttnd scales.} If both these marks <Jid 
not concur in a fish, they were not to pat it. JJut their doc- 
tors say, (as we learn from R. Levi Bar^elonita, ^Bn^pept. 
cl.) that if but one scale .was found on a fish, it was ac- 
counted lawful;. and they needed not to ob?prye whejher 
it had fins or no: for all that have scales, they say,lhave 
fins; though, on the contrary, . all ithat have fins have not 
scales. They observe also, secondly, that it was lawful tp 
eat young fish before their .scales appeared, if they Aye re of 
that kind which have scales .when they arc grown. And, 
thirdly,. all fishes that have scales when they are in the sea, 
but cast them when they are taken out, are lawful. 

In the waters, in the seas, and in the rivers.] By waters 
in tjiis place, as distinguished from seas and rivers, are 
meant lakes and ponds. And so Moses pxpresses all the 
places where fish is found. 

Ver.JO. And all that have not fins, nor. scales, &c. shall 
be an abomination to you.] There was. an ancient law 
among the .Romans, made by Numa, that no fish which 
wanted scales should bo used in those feasts which they 
made in honour of jthcir gods. So Plinyjiells us,lib.xxxii. 
Nat. Hist. cap. 2. where he quoted an ancient >yriter for it. 

Ver. 11. They shall be even an abomination unto you:} 
The. next words explain what he means by abomination ; 
that they should not eat their flesh, nor touch their carr 
cassea. . . . , 

Ver. 12. Whatsoever hath no fins nor. scales in the waters, 
that shall be an abomination itnto you.] He repeats it again, 
that they might take notice, that this alone was a sufficient 
mark of difference : and, therefore, he doth not give any 
instance of particular fishes that might be eaten or not 
eaten ; as he did of beasts. He uj$cs also the word abomi- 
nation concerning prohibited fishes (which he doth, not of 
such beasts, whom he only calls unclean), because there was 
greater danger .of their .transgressing in. this matter ; fishes 
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being a more usual food among the eastern people than 
flesh. Insomuch, that among the later Greeks, the word 
ttyov, which signifies all manner of victuals, came to be 
used peculiarly for fish. See Bochartus, in his Hicrozoic. 
par. i. lib. i. cap. G. where he observes, also, the greatest 
luxury was committed in this sort of food; which any one 
may see that reads Athenreus. 

Ver. 13. And these are they which ye shall have in abomi- 
nation among the fowls; they shall not be eaten.'] Here are no 
notes given, as in the two foregoing sorts of creatures, to 
distinguish clean birds from unclean: and therefore the 
Hebrew doctors say, all birds are lawful to be eaten, but 
these twenty-four mentioned in this chapter, which they 
were to have in abhorrence. Yet they adventure to give 
four marks of a clean bird ; the principal of which are, if 
it do not fasten its talons; t. e. be not rapacious; and have 
one claw longer than the rest. (See R. Levi Barzclonita, 
Praecept. clxi.) 

They shall be an abomination.] This is repeated to make 
them more careful in this matter. 

The eagle.] He names in the first place, the king of birds, 
as Pindar calls the eagle, 

otwvwv BatTiXija, 

whose flesh is Yery hard, and whose nature is very rapaci- 
ous : and therefore, both upon a natural and moral account, 
some authors fancy it was forbidden to be eaten. (See 
Vossius, lib. Hi. de Orig. et Progr. Idol. cap. 77.) But I 
think Origen hath given abetter account of it, in the place 
I named above ; that Moses by his admirable wisdom un- 
derstood what creatures were looked upon as prophetical 
by the Egyptians and other nations; and these he prohi- 
bited to the Jews: among which he expressly names the 
eagle and the hawk, (lib. iv. contra Celsnm, p. 225.) For 
Diodorus Siculus saith, (lib. i.) that rov S' qztqv 9r}j3a~oi rt- 
fxuxri, the people of Thebes worship the eagle, looking upon it 
as a royal bird, and worthy of Jupiter. And Julian in his 
oration upon the Mother of the Gods (Orat. v.) saith, that 
in the time of their strictest purifications, they were per- 
mitted TTTtivotg yj>na%at (so Spanhemius truly reads in the 
late edition of Julian's works), to eat birds, irXijv 6\tyiDv,ovg 
Upovg ilvai navrr) <rvfx(5l(57)Kz, except a few which had been 
commonly held sacred. Which is a plain acknowledgment 
of the sacredness of some birds among the gentiles. 

The ossifrage.] All authors in a manner agree, that the 
Hebrew word peres signifies a kind of eagle; but what kind 
is not so certain. Bochartus thinks it is rightly translated 
by Junius, as it is by us, the. ossifrage; for the Hebrew 
word paras, in Micah iii. 3. is used for breaking of bones. 
(See Hierozoic. par. ii. lib. ii. cap. 5.) 

The osprey.] This is also of the same species ; and sig- 
nifies that sort which the Greeks call halietus, the sea-eagle. 
But Bochartus in the same book, cap. G. thinks the He- 
brew word oznija, rather signifies that which they call ma- 
lanicetus, the black eagle. Which though it be the least, 
yet is the strongest of all other, and therefore called Valeria 
by the Romans : and 'yvas so noted for many other quali- 
ties, besides its great strength, that it makes it probable 
Moses did not here omit it. 

Ver; 14^ And the vulture, and the kite after his kind,] No 
wonder interpreters differ in their translation of the two 
Hebrew words, daa and aja; the former of whicl* we 



translate a vulture, the latter a kite (which others translate 
quite contrary, taking daa, or raa, as it is called in Deute- 
ronomy, (or a kite), because there is no way to find the sig- 
nification of them, unless it be by the roots, from whence 
they maybe thought to be derived. Which makes Bochart 
think the first ought to be translated a kite, called daa, from 
its very swift flight. Most of the ancient and later inter- 
preters also are of his mind. As for the second word in 
this verse, aja, some take it for a vulture : but Bochart, 
from several observations, judges it to be a kind of hawk 
or falcon. ' (See the same book, cap. 8.) After this word 
there follows in Deuteronomy xvi. 13. the name of a bird 
which is here omitted, called daja, which he takes for tho 
black vulture; as the reader may find in the next chapter, 
(cap. 9.) 

After his kind.] Though there bo some little difference 
in shape, yet these birds all belong to one species. (See 
ver. 22.) 

Ver. 15. Every raven after his kind.] Nobody doubts 
that the Hebrew word oreb (which signifies blackness), is 
rightly translated a raven; of which the Arabian writers 
mention four kinds. And some think under this name is 
comprehended, not only crows, and daws, and choughs; 
but starlings and- pies also. (See Bochartus, cap. 10. 
p. 202.) 

Ver. 1G. And the owl] The Hebrew word bath-jaana, it 
appears by many places in the prophets, signifies a bird 
which inhabits the wildernesses and desolate places. (See 
Isa. xiii. 21. xxxiv. 13. Jer. 1. 39, &c.) By which the an- 
cient interpreters of Scripture almost unanimously un- 
derstand the ostrich; though a very learned man of our 
own nation (Nic. Fuller, in his Miscellanies, lib. vi. cap. 
7.) endeavours by a probable argument to support onr 
translation. But it hath been the constant persuasion of 
the Jews, that God did not permit them to eat the flesh of 
an ostrich, which is no where forbidden, if not in this 
word. And therefore Bochartus maintains against our 
Fuller, and labours to prove that bath-jaana signifies the 
female ostrich, par. ii. Hierozoic. lib. ii. cap. 14, where he 
shews the word bath (i. e. daughter) is prefixed to the 
name of many birds, without any respect to their age, and 
doth not signify their young ones; but only the females. 

And the night-hawk.] In the next chapter to that now 
named, the same Bochart proves, that the Hebrew word 
thacmus (which we here translate the night-hawk), signifies 
male ostrich. For there is no general name for this bird 
in the Hebrew language, to comprehend both sexes (as 
there is for an eagle and raven), and therefore Moses men- 
tions both male and female distinctly, that none might 
think, by forbiddiug one of them only, he allowed* the 
other. 

And the cuckoo.] The LXX. St. Jerome, and some 
later interpreters, translate the Hebrew word sachaph by 
the Greek word Aa'poe, a sea-gull. Which the same great 
man, beforementioned, thinks most probable, (cap. 18.) t 

And the hawk after his kind.] There is the greatest con- 
sent in the translation of the Hebrew word netz, which all 
agree signifies a hawk; from its strength and swiftness in 
flight, which made it sacred to Apollo. For Eustathius 
observes upon Iliad, x. that oSvttct^c 6 "V a £> *<" ff HA«oe 
6ZvKtvr)Toe, a hawk flies, as the sun moves, very swiftly. 
And every one knows there are very various kinds of these 
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birds. Callimachus mentions six, Aristotle ten, and Pliny 
sixteen sorts. (See Bochart in the same book, cap. 19.) 
f Vcr. 17. And thelittle owl'] Interpreters generally agree 
that chos signifies a kind of owl, following the LXX. who 
translate it vvxriKopaZ. Yet Bochart hath collected a great 
many ingenious arguments, to prove that it signifies that 
bird which the Greeks call ovoKporaApc, a bittern. (See 
there, cap. 20.) m 

^ And the cormorant.] Though the same learned person 
{loth not approve of this translation, yet he acknowledges 
the Hebrew word salach signifies some sea-bird, which sits 
upon ,rocks, and strikes at fishes with great force, and draws 
them out of the waters. And so theTalmudists, in the trea- 
tise called Cholin, expound it; and the gloss upon it there 
says, it signifies the crow of the waters, that is, a cormorant. 
. And the -great owl.] There are various translations of 
the Hebrew word jansaph, which St. Jerome takes for a 
stork, and others for Vibustard: but Bochart acknowledges 
the Syriac and Chaldee translation to be the most probable, 
which is the same with ours. 

Ver. 18. And the swan.] In this translation we follow 
St Jerome: but Jonathan takes it for a kind of owl, which 
he calls otia. Whereby he means, no doubt, that bird 
which Aristotle calls iroc : which he saith is like an owl, 
having tufts of feathers about its ears, from whence it hath 
the name of otus, (lib. viii. cap. 12.) And so the Chaldee, 
the Syriac, and the Samaritan here translate the Hebrew 
>vord thinsemeth, which a great many modern interpreters 
follow;^ who take this for that which the Latins call noctaa, 
as the former for that owl which they call bubo. 

The pelican.] That the Hebrew word kaath signifies a 
pelican is not disputed. But that it also signifies the bird 
we call a heron, is not improbable; being joined with 
chos in Psalm cii. G. which is a bird that makes an unplea- 
sant noise, especially that kind of them that cries like a 
bittern, and is called by later writers butorius. 

And the gier-eagle.] There are many various opinions 
about this bird, which the Hebrews call racham. But 
Bochart hath shewn, out of the Arabian writers, that it sig- 
nifies a kind of eagle, or vulture: for sometimes they call 
it by one of these names, sometimes by the other. It being 
of a dubious kind, between an eagle and a vulture; and 
therefore happily by us translated a gier-eagle,- that is, a 
vulture-eagle, which Aristotle calls yvirakrog. See Iliero- 
zoic. par. ii. lib. ii. cap. 25 — 27. where Bochart shews it 
is such a harmless and good-natured bird, that thence it 
had the name of racham, and in Arabic of rachama: and 
was made the hieroglyphic of mercy and tenderness among 
the Egyptians, if Horus Apollo may be believed. 

Ver. 19. And the stork.] There are vastly different inter- 
pretations of the word chasida; which imports kindness no 
less than the foregoing racliam. But there is no reason to 
depart from the opinion of the later Hebrews, who take it, 
as we do, to signify a stork. The piety (as the Latins call 
it) of which bird is celebrated by all authors, and is the, 
very import of the Hebrew word chasida. But it feeds 
upon serpents, and therefore, as Bochart imagines, was 
prohibited to be eaten by the Jews : though upon this ac- 
count-it was had in honour by the people of Thessaly, and, 
by the Egyptians, as he observed in the forementioned 
book, cap. 29. 

The heron after his kind.] There are at least ten dif- 
vol. r. 
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ferent interpretations of the Hebrew word anapha ; among 
which ours is one. But it being derived from a word 
which signifies anger, Bochartus rather takes it for a moun- 
tain-falcon, which is a fierce bird, and very prone to anger. 

And the lapwing.] The Hebrew doctors take dukiphah 
for a mountain-cock, which had a double crest, and thence 
hath its name, according to R. Solomon. Or rather it may 
be so called from the place where it resorts; for dik in 
Arabic is a cock, and kapha a rock, from whence Bochart 
probably conjectures this bird had its name, because it 
lives in mountainous places. And he thinks the LXX. 
and the Vulgar have rightly translated it mowa, and upn~ 
pam: which is the sense also of four Arabian interpreters. 
It is a portentous kind of bird, which hath a crest from its 
bill ^to* the, hindermost part of its head; and one of the 
principal birds used in the ancient superstitions of the ma- 
gicians and augurs, as he observes cap. 31 J 

And the bat.] As Moses begins the catalogue of birds with 
the noblest, which is the eagle, so he ends it with the vilest, 
which is a bat; being of a dubious kind, as Aristotle ob- 
serves, between a bird and a mouse, lib. iv. cap. 13. where 
he saith it doth tTrafi^ortgi^uv rolg 7rrrjvoTc Kal ira^otg, &c. 
See the famous Bochartus, who shews that its name in He- 
brew, which is attaleph, imports it to be a bird of darkness. 
Whence that phrase in the prophet Isaiah, ii. 20. " In that 
day a man shall cast his idols of silver and gold to the 
bats, and the moles;" i. e. they shall no more appear to de- 
lude men with their glittering brightness, but be utterly de- 
stroyed. 

Ver. 20. All fowls that creep.] The Hebrew word oph is 
not well translated fowls; but signifies rather &\\ flying 
things going upon all four. All flying things that go upon 
four feet are here forbidden ; such as all kinds of flies, and 
wasps, and bees, as Jonathan here explains it. A fly in- 
deed is observed to be i^dirovg: butthoug;h it have six 
feet, yet* it' goes only upon four, as not only Lucian, but 
Aristotle notes; the two fore-feet serves for other uses. 
(See Bochart in his Hierozoic. par. ii. lib. iv. cap. 9.) , 

Shall be an abomination to you.] It is observed by some; 
that the birds here forbidden are either rapacious, and live 
on flesh, (as eagles and hawks, &c.) or are night-birds, (as 
owls, &c.) or haunt lakes and marshes, (as the bittern, &c.) 
or are heavy, and not easily raised from the earth, as the 
ostrich; or live in graves or in dung, as the upupa, and 
some of those flying things mentioned in this verse: and 
upon these accounts are forbidden by Moses; who allows 
all those that live upon a cleaner food, as those that 
follow do./ 

Ver. 21. Yet these may ye eat, of every flying, creeping t 
thing, &c] In this verse he excepts such flying insects, as, 
besides their four feet wherewith they go, have two legs or 
thighs, which enable them to leap upon the earth, as well 
as to go. Such are all the locusts mentioned in the next 
verse; unto which Aristotle ascribes six feet, whereas, 
Moses mentions but four. In which they do not disagree; 
for Aristotle plainly saith, they have six feet, cyvjolg «Ar«co#£ 
fiopipi$, if toe take into the number the parts with which they, 
leap, (lib. iv. cap. 6.) ^yhich two hinder leaping legs 
Moses distinguishes from the other four wherewith they go. 

Ver. 22. Even these of them ye may eat.] There are nine- 
kinds of locusts mentioned in tho holy books ; four of 
which are here permitted to be eaten* 
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The locust after his kind.] The Hebrew \rord drbeh id 
sometimes a common name for all locusts; but here 
signifies a peculiar sort, of that kind beforerrientioned, 
Which leaped as well as went. 

Tlie bald locust after his kind.] Tho Hebrew word is 
sotam: so called, as Abcn Ezra thinks, because it climbs 
up roots, in which' it delights. 

Tlie beetle after his kind.] This sort of locusts balled 
chargol, seems to have its name from the vast company 
Wherein they fly together. But It is not fitly translated & 
beetle; for none ever ate beetles; nor are they four-footcd> 
with legs to leap withal. Therefore chargol is another 
Sort of locusts, unknown to ns in these countries; and so 
is that which follows; for a grasshopper is not a sort of 
meat: but there were locusts of that shape, which were* 
large and fleshy in the eastern countries, and very good 
food. 

The grasshopper after his kind.] The Hebrew word 
chagab signifies (as I said) a sort of locusts, the original 
of whose name Aben Ezra intimates may be found in th& 
Arabic tongue. In which ghahageba signifies to cover as 
with a veil: and in such troops these locusts fly, that 
sometimes they seem to darken the sun itself. But by 
what marks these were distinguished from one another, the 
Hebrews differ so much, that it plainly shews they are 
wholly ignorant in this matter. The most that can be 
made of what they say, is, (as a man very learned in these 
things hath observed, Job. Ludolphus, in his dissertation 
de.Locustis, par. i. cap. 23.) that chargol hath both a 
bunch on its back and a tail also : arbeh hath neither : 
solam only a bunch, and not a tail; and chagab a tail, buf 
no bunch. Which whether it be- true or false it doth not 
much concern us to know. But it is evident, that before 
our Saviour's time they knew very well and certainly what 
kind of locusts is here meant; and accordingly perfectly 
-understood what they might cat, and what not. For 
Otherwise John the Baptist would have been hard put to 
it, who had no other diet but this and honey. And, 
indeed, in desert places there was little other food but 
this; by which whole armies of men have been relieved, 
when they were in danger to perish in Lybia. For, that 
loensts were a common food in the eastern and southern 
countries is so known, that I need not produce any au- 
thors for it. Nay, among the Greeks also, as Bochartus 
hath shewn in his Hicrozoic. par. ii. lib. iv. cap. 7. and 
Vossius, lib. iv. dc Orig. ct Progr. Idol. cap. 78. But 
nobody hath given such satisfaction in this matter as the 
forenamed Ludolphus, who hath shewn at large how 
many nations live upon them, in his commentary upon 
his Ethiopic History: and more lately in his most excel- 
lent Dissertation concerning Locusts. Wherein he relates 
what clouds of them came into Germany not long ago (in 
the month of August, in the year one thousand six hundred 
and ninety-three); of which he seeing hogs and hens and 
other creatures feeding greedily, he and his family adven- 
tured to eat freely of them also, and found the taste of 
them like that of a crab. And a Jew of Jerusalem, who 
was then in their country, assured him, that the locusts in 
Judca were much of the same shape with these in Germany, 
which ho demonstrated to him by a draught he had made 
of them. 
After his kind.] Here it may be fit to note, in the con- ,| 
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elusion of all, that this phras^ after his kind (Which id 
so often repeated in this discourse of fowls taxA flyinrf 
things), doth not necessarily signify that there arc different 
kinds of every bird or flying thing to which it is applied ; 
but only imports every one of that kind. For he doth not 
Speak in the plutal number, according td their kinds, but 
in the singular, after his kind; which only denotes that the 
whole species is prohibited. And what ho saith of some! 
fowls, is in reason to be applied to all ; though, to avoid 
repetition, he doth not add these words {after his kind] to 
every one of them. 

Ver. 23. But all other flying deeping things which hav4 
four feet, shall be an abomination to you.] Whether they 
Were locusts, orany other kind of creature, who came un-» 
der this character, they were to avoid them carefully. 

Ver. 24. And for these ye shall be unclean: whosoever 
touches the carcass of them shall be unclean.'] If they didf 
either eat of them, ot so much as touch the carcass of 
them, they might riot toe admitted to come into the taber- 
nacle, nor eat of any holy thing, nor converse with their 
neighbours. 

Until the even.] He doth not say they were to wash 
themselves, or their clothes (as in the following verse),- 
which would incline one ta think, that their mere scpara* 
tion for all the day, from dofnmnning with God and witfr 
one another, Was their cleansing, without any other purifi- 
cation. But there are so many commands for washing 
themselves, and their clothes, in other defilements no* 
greater than this, that it hath persxiaded some ta think such 
cleansing was necessary in this case also. (See xv. 5— 8v 
10. and several other verses in that chapter.) 

Ver. 25. And ivhosoever beareth aught of the carcass of 
them.] Though it were only to carry them out of the camp 
or city, or remove them out of the way, that they might 
not infect the' air. 

Shall ivash his clothes, and be unclean until the even.} 
His body also, in all likelihood, was to be washed, as was 
required in other purifications. No time is appointed for 
this, which, perhaps, a man might think fit to do pre- 
sently ; but, notwithstanding, he was to remain unclean till 
the setting of the sun. 

Ver. 26. The carcass of every beast which divideth the 
hoof, and is not cloven-footed, &c] He takes Occasion from 
hence to inform them, that it was as unlawful to touch the 
carcasses of beasts before prohibited to be eaten, (ver. :% 
&c.) as of the fowl and flying things now mentioned. ~ But 
while they were alive it was not unlawful to touch them; for 
they used camels, and horses, and asses, for their necessary 
service ; and therefore it is so expressed in other things, 
(ver. 31.) when they are dead. 

Ver. 27. Andxvhatsoever goetk upon his paws, Sec] Hath 
feet with fingers like unto a hand ; for so it is in the He- 
brew, Whatsoever goetk upon his hands, such as the ape, 
the lion, the bear, dogs and cats, &c. whose fore-feet ro- 
semble hands: these might neither be eaten, nor their 
carcasses touched, without incurring unclcanness till sun- 
set. 

Ver. 28. And he that beareth the carcass of them, shall 
wash his clothes, &c] See ver. 25. 

Ver. 29. These also shall be unclean unto you.] So that 
they might not so much as touch them (as it is explained* 
ver. 31.) when they arc dead, much less cat them; 
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Among the creeping things tJiat creep upon the earth.] 
Among things that have such short feet, that some of their 
bellies seem to touch the ground. 

Hie weasel.] Though most interpreters follow this trans* 
lation of the Hebrew word choled; yet Bochartus hath 
alleged a great many probable reasons that it signifies a 
mole; and one is, because it is joined here with the mouse. 
See Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. iii. cap. 35. where he treats of 
this very largely. 

The mouse.] All acknowledge the Hebrew word achbar 
signifies a mouse, and more especially a field-mouse, which 
doth great mischief there ; and thence hath its name, a$ 
the same Bochartus shews in the foregoing chapter of 
th^t book. But all sorts of jnice are here to be understood, 
as Jonathan observes, who thus paraphrases this word, 
the frtack mouse, the red, and th$ white ; for they are of so 
jnany colours. 

The tortoise after his kind,] The same author has taken, 
a great deal of pains to prove that tzab doth not signify .#-, 
tortoise; but, as the LXX, and St. Jerome take it, a land- 
crocodile, which is a large sort of lizard, a cubjt long, 
with which Arabia abounds ; out of which language ho 
jendoavours nt large to prove the truth of this interpreta- 
tion, (lib. iv. eap.l.) 

Ver. 30. And the ferret J] Out of the same language, 
and the Syriac and Samaritan paraphrase, the same ju- 
dicious writer proves, that anaka signifies another sort 
of lizard, which the Latins called stellio, and in those 
countries hath a shrill cry. (See there, cap. 2.) 

And the chameleon.] Most of the ancient interpreters take 
coach for another sort of lizard, which is the strongest 
(as this name imports) of all other; and in these countries 
was famous for its encounters with serpents and Jand- 
crocodiles; as the forenamed Bpqhartus shews out of the 
Arabian writers, (lb, cap. 3.) 

And the lizard.] All the ancient interpreters agre$, 
that the Hebrew word letaa signifies a sort of lizard, 
but of what kind it \s hard to determine. The aforesaid 
Bochart out of the Arabian writers hath shewTi, it is like 
to that which is of a reddish colour, and lies close to the 
earth, infecting the meat which it touches with its venom, 
(lb. cap. 4.) 

The snail] The same admirable person, with great 
probability, still thinks Moses speaks of a sort o£Uzar<]L 
called here chomet, because it lies in the sand, which, in 
the Talmudic language, is called chometon, (lb. cap. 5.) 

And the mole.] It is apparent that the word thinsemeth, 
which we here translate a mole, is of a very dojibtfuji 
signification: for in the eighteenth .verse of this chapter it 
signifies a sort of fowl; as here, in all probability, another 
sort pf Utard, And if we may guess what sort, by the 
original of the word, it probably signifies the chameleon, 
which gapes to draw in air. (See Bochart. Hjeroz. par. j. 
lib. iv. cap. G.) But, after all that can be said, it must be 
acknowledged, the significations of ^11 these vyorijs are 
lost among the Jews; as Aben Ezra confesses upon this 
verse: " Neither these eight sorts of creeping things, nor 
the birds beforementioned, are kno>yn to us, but by tradi- 
tion." Which is as much as to say, they are not known 
at all; for there is no tradition about them, as the Talmud- 
ists acknowledge; who send those who are doubtful what 
birds are lawful, and what not, to be informed by those 



that are masters of the art of fowling, "Which might help 
to convince the Jews, were they not resolved to shut their 
eyes, that difference of meats is now ceased, because they 
know not what is forbidden, and what not, in many ca^esl 
And, consequently, the Messiah is come, to whom the 
gathering of the people was to be, (according to their 
father Jacob's prophecy, Gen. xlix. 10.) so that they 
should be no longer separated, but all nations collected 
into one body, and converse freely together, without any 
danger of being" defiled. For idolatry being abolished by 
him, there was no reason remaining for keeping wp the 
discrimination between Jews and gentiles by a different 
diet. This some of the ancient Jews saw very well, who 
said, that in the days of the Messiah it should not be im* 
lawful to eat swine';? flesh, no more thau it was >vHile they 
were subduing the Janxl of Canaan. This (ration is 
acknowledged by Abarbinel himself in his; Ro$ch Amanah, 
where he disputes for the eternity pf their Jaw, and endea- 
vours to elude this tradition of the ancient doctors by alle r 
gorical interpretations, (See J. Carpzovius in Schickjtard. 
Mischpafhammelech, cap. 5. Theorem, xviii.) 

Ver, 31. These are unclean to you among all that creep: 
tvhosoever toucheth them yohen they be dead, shall be un- 
clean.] The Jews understand this with respect to the 
touching the dead carcasses of these creatures, and mako 
the sense pf it to be, Tliese eight alone are unclean to 
you; qll other reptiles, as serpents, and scorpions, tyc. 
you may touch and not be polluted. Thus R. Levi Bar;- 
zelonita, Pnecept. clii. For nothing was unclean by 
Moses's law, whilst it was alive, but only a~ leper, and a 
woman in her separation. Worms, dogs, swine, &c. were 
unclean to be touched, only when they are dead. 

Until the evening.] See ver. 4. This was a plain document, 
as Pellicanus there observes, that there was no impurity in 
the things theniselves; but it was merely a prudential con- 
stitution, to make such defilements end with the day 
wherein they were contracted, 

Ver- 32. And upon whatsoever any of them, when they 
are dead, doth fall, it sliall be unclean.] That is, it might 
not be used till it was cleansed. Whence the £ame R. Levi 
saith, the Jews are wont to call these the fathers of pollu- 
tions; because by their contact they defiled other things, 
(vessels and raiment, &c.) as well as men, (Prajcept. clii.) 
where he acknowledges that the reason why these creatures 
made things unclean, more than others, is not manifest. 
But he giv^sfhis pious admonition thereupon: '" If by our 
jeason we be able to discern the usefulness of some pre- 
cept?, let us be very thankful for it: but if wc cannot find 
how they are any way profitable to us, let us believe that 
God, in his infinite wisdom, saw the benefit we should re- 
ceive by it, and therefore commanded it." 

Whatsoever vessel it be wherein any work is done, it mast 
be put into water, &c. so shall it be cleansed.] The heathens 
purified all things, in a manner, by washing them in water; 
but Moses requires only thq§e things, which were of com- 
.mon use, to be so purified, in case of any defilement. And 
therefore Maimonides saith, " Such laws as these were 
made to lessen their labour and service; and if there be any 
thing in them that seems, too troublesome and tedious, it 
arises from our ignorance of the rites and customs of those 
times, which make such precepts necessary," (par. iii. 
More Nov. cap, 47.) 
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Ver. 33. And every earthen vessel, whereinto any other 
of themfalleth, whatsoever is in it shall be unclean.'] It de- 
filed both the vessel and that which was contained in it. 

And ye shall break it.] This is prescribed vi.28. because 
such vessels were of no great value. 

Ver. 34. Of all meat which may be eaten, that on which 
such %vater cometh shall be unclean.] The Jews'have many 
observations about these sorts of pollutions: but the simple 
meaning is, that any meat, which might otherwise be law- 
fully eaten, was made unclean, if any water poured out of 
such a vessel as is beforcnamed had come upon it. For 
the water being defiled, it made the meat on which it came 
to be unclean also. This appears to be the sense by what 
follows. 

And all drink that may be drunk in every such vessel 
shall beunclean.] It might not be drunk out of such a ves- 
sel, though otherwise it was not prohibited; but though li- 
quid things were by such means made unclean, yet not dry 
things (such as bread), because they did not so soon re- 
ceive any effluviums from a dead carcass as liquid things 
did. This they gather from ver. 37, 38. 

Ver. 35. And every thing whereupon any part of their 
carcass falleth shall be unclean.] Though the whole car- 
cass did not fall upon the things here named, yet, if any 
part of it did, they were not fit to be used any more, but 
were to be broken in pieces. (See ver. 33.) The design of 
all which laws is very visible, that by making the Israelites 
very cautious how they touched these things, or any other 
on which they fell, they might much more abhor to eat any 
unclean creature; and thereby be kept a separate people 
from all other nations, from whose familiar conversation 
they were by this means restrained, and consequently in 
less danger to learn their idolatrous customs. ' 

Whether, it be oven, or ranges for pots, &c.] Some trans- 
late tho words simply pots: and Conr. .Pellicanus hath 
pertinently observed, that those places where meat and 
drink were commonly prepared (such as oven, and pots, 
and wine vessels, and cellars), it became them to preserve 
very clean and pure : which is the reason that Moses re- 
quires them to be broken down, if any part of the carcass 
of unclean creatures fell upon them. 

For they are unclean.] Rendered hereby unfit for use. 

And shall be unclean unto you.] And therefore shall not 
be used by you as heretofore. 

Ver. 36. Nevertheless a fountain or pit (or cistern, as 
some translate it), wherein there is plenty of water, shall be 
clean.] This exception seems to have been a merciful pro- 
vision for their speedy cleansing from such pollutions as 
they frequently contracted; by allowing them to make use 
of any collection of waters (notwithstanding any such car- 
,cass had fallen into them) in their own private grounds, as 
well as in the public baths; such as Bethesda seems to 
have been, which had five porches ; that they who laboured 
under the same sort of pollution, might betake themselves 
"to the same porch, and go down into the water together. 
If this had not been permitted, it might have been impos- 
sible (considering the few rivers they had in that country) 
to have cleansed themselves after their defilements. 

But that which toucheth their carcass shall beunclean.] 
The man who drew out these carcasses out of such waters 
was to be unclean till the even; i, e. separated, as I said 
before, from the tabernacle and from common conversa- 



tion. Or the meaning may be, that the instrument, what- 
soever it was, which he used to pull the carcass out of tho 
fountain or cistern, should be unclean, and not used any 
more. 

Ver. 37. Jf any part of their carcass fall upon any seed 
which is to be sown, it shall be clean.] If a mouse, for in- 
stance, was found dead among the wheat that was to b6 
sown, it might notwithstanding be used forseed: but other 
wheat, which was not intended for seed, was made unclean, 
and might not be used till it was washed. The reason of 
this difference is plain, because the seed that was to be 
sown went through many alterations before it could be-^ 
come food, which took away all the pollution. 

Ver. 38. But if any water be put upon the seed, and 
any part of their carcass fall thereon, it shall be unclean 
unto you.] Wet seed might be supposed to have received 
some tincture from the carcass, which dry- did not : and 
not being so fit to be sown till it was dry, was in that time 
to be cleansed. 

Ver. 39. And if any beast of which ye may eat die.] 
Either of itself, or tornby wild beasts, or be suffocated, so 
that the blood remains in the veins. 

He that toucheth the carcass thereof shall be unclean un- 
til the even.] Such meat became unlawful, not only to be 
eaten, but to be touched. 

Ver. 40. He that eatcth of the carcass of it shall zvash 
his clothes, and be Unclean tiniil the even: he also thai 
beareth the carcass, &c] See ver. 24, 25. He speaks of 
such as ate of this meat ignorantly : for if they did it know- 
ingly* it was a presumption to which cutting off is threat- 
ened, (Numb. xv. 30.) > 

Ver. 41. And every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth.] Except those beforementioned, ver. 21, &c. 

Shall be an abomination : it shall not be eaten.] Such as 
worms and serpents: which for this very reason are counted 
vile and filthy, because they crawl upon the earth. 

Ver. 42. IVliatsoever goeth upon the belly, and whatso- 
ever goeth upon all four, and ivhatsoever hath more feet, 
&c] This verse seems to be an explication of the foregoing. 
For some creeping things have such short feet, that they 
are not to be discerned by our naked eyes, but they appeat 
as if they went upon their bellies. Others have feet ap- 
parently; and some Only four, (as moles, &c.) others have 
many more than four, as caterpillars and hog-lice, which 
we call millepedes, and those called centipedes in the Phi- 
lippine islands, (mentioned in Dampier's late Voyage round 
the World, p. 320.) not because they have really a thousand 
or a hundred feet, but because they have a great many. 
And the scolopendra, which the Arabians caWnedall, is an- 
other of this sort, which, they say, hath precisely fourty- 
four feet, viz. twenty-two on each side, as Bochart notes, 
lib. iv. cap. 6. p. 1. And so the English call the'ecnti- 
pedes, beforementioned, forty legs, which are on each side 
of the belly. 

Among all the creeping things that creep upon the earth.] 
Here Nachmanides is something curiously critical, and 
bids us observe, that Moses speaking (both here and in the 
foregoing verse) not merely ofcrecjiing things, but of such 
as creep upon the earth; doth not intend such little worms 
as are in pease, or figs, or dates, or other fruit, which were 
not included in this precept, but might be eaten. 

Ver. 43. And ye shall not make yourselves abominable by 
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any creeping thing that creepeth, neither shall ye make your- 
selves unclean with them, that ye should be defiled thereby.] 
They made themselves abominable if they did eat them: 
and they made themselves unclean if they did but touch 
them. R. Levi of Barcelona fancies, that in this verse 
Moses speaks particularly of things creeping in the waters; 
as in the foregoing, of things creeping on the earth.. And 
then, as all those worms which are in fruit, were not to be 
deemed unlawful ; so all those little animals which move. 
in the waters might be drank, together with the water 
which was drawn out of wells, or pits, &c. and which were 
bred in water kept in vessels. _ , 

Ver. 44. For I am the Lord your God.] See Exod/iii. 
15. 18. . . 

Ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves.'] By this separate 
sort of diet, and other forementioned observances. : 

• And ye shall be holy; for lam holy.] The word holy sig- 
nifies sometimes that which is most excellent and highly 
exalted above all other things. In which sense God here 
puts them in mind, that he being the most eminent in all 
perfections, incomparably above all the gods of the na- 
tions, both in his nature and in his works, (particularly in 
their redemption out of Egypt, ver. 45.) it was but rea- 
sonable that they should be distinguished from all other 
nations in their manner of living; and particularly by ab- 
-staining from all the defilements beforementioned. For 
iie having declared them a holy people, (Exod. xix. 6.) it 
was but just that they should live after another fashion 
than the rest of the world; and look upon those things as 
'unclean to them, which were not so to other people. (See 
Exod. xxii. nit.) ' • 

Neither shall ye defile yourselves tvitli any manner of 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.] Here being a 
different word used in the last clause from that in the fore- 
going (both which signify creeping things), Maiinonidcs 
here distinguishes between them: and saith, that the first 
word scheretz signifies such creeping things as are pro- 
duced by male and female; and romesch (which is the 
other word) such as arise out of putrefaction. Which is 
now discovered to be an error; there being no such ani- 
mals as are produced merely by the power of the sun, out 
of putrefied matter; but all out of some seed or other which 
comes from male and female. This, therefore, is only a re- 
petition of what was delivered before, and now confirmed 
by an* unanswerable reason. • ' 

Ver. 45. For I am the Lord your God, that bringeth 
you up out of the land of Egypt.] This was a benefit so 
fresh in their minds, that he speaks of it as if it were now 
a doing: and being the first and greatest benefit (the very 
foundation of the rest), there could not be a higher aggra- 
vation of guilt, than to be insensible of this obligation, 
(Exod. xxxii. 8.) 

To be your God.] He having redeemed them out of 
slavery, made them thereby his own people; over whom 
he had a peculiar dominion, in the right of this redemption; 
(See Exod. xx. 2.) 

Ye shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.] They being 
his peculiar people; he separated them from all other 
nations by peculiar laws; which made them different from 
all other people, as he himself was from all other beings. 

Ver. 46. This is the law of the beasts, and of the fowl, 
&c.] That is, this is the rule you arc to observe in eating 



of beasts, &nd fowl, and fish, and things that creep on the 
earth. Of wliich four sorts of living creatures, Moses 
hath treated in this chapter, though not in that very order 
in which they are set down in this verse; but first of beasts/ 
(ver. 2, 3, &c.) then of fishes, (ver. 9, &c.) then of birds, 
(ver. 13, &c.) and lastly of creeping' things, (ver.*20, &c.) 
Some of all which kinds he forbade them to eat, for such 
reasons as I have already mentioned: unto which this may 
be added, that by not allowing them an entire liberty to eat 
every thing, but rather laying many restraints upon them', 
he intended to prevent that gluttony and luxury which is 
the ruin of a' state; unto which nothing administers more 
than too great variety of meats, the desire of which/is in- 
satiable. 

Ver. 47. To make a difference.] To direct you how to 
make a difference. 

' Between the unclean and the clean, and between the beast 
that may be eaten, and the beast that may not be eaten.] 
There was no uncleanness in any of these things, but what 
was made by this prohibition of them. But there being 
great reason to prohibit them, it was very necessary that 
both priests and people should observe, and be well skilled 
in the marks whereby what was lawful to be eaten, might 
be known from what was unlawful. Upon which account 
this is so oft repeated, and the same here expressed twice 
in different words. 



CHAR XII. 

Ver. 1. joLND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] The 
directions in this chapterare given to Moses alone ; where- 
as those in the foregoing were delivered unto Aaron also; 
as those are in like manner which follow, about the le- 
prosy, (xiii. 1.) because Aaron and his sons were peculiar- 
ly concerned in those matters,* to make an exact difference- 
between clean and unclean, (x. 10, 11. xiv. 57.) in which 
there was some difficulty; and therefore they are charged 
by God himself, to attend carefully to the laws he gave 
about them. But there was no such difficulty in what be- 
longed to the purification of women,; and therefore it was 
sufficient that they received admonitions from Moses con- 
cerning it. 

Ver. 2. If a woman have conceived seed, and born a 
man-child.] Whether it were born alive or dead; were an' 
abortive, or come to its full time: this made no difference, 
as the Hebrew doctors understand it. 

She shall be unclean seven days.] " For the first seven days 
after the birth of the child, she was neither to partake of 
any holy thing, nor to have common conversation with 
others; her husband not being permitted to eat and drink 
with her all that time: for they that attended her became 
unclean also. And so they were accounted among the* 
heathen, as Dilhcrrus observes out of Plautus, in his Dis- 
sert. Special, de Cacozelia Gentilium, cap. 3. where he 
saith, the women that assisted at the labour solemnly 
washed their hands, and had a sacrifice offered for them 
on the fifth day after the delivery. Plautus's words in- 
deed will not warrant all this, which I find in his Trucu- 
lcntus, act. 2. seen. 4. where the harlot says, she will sa-* 
crifice for the child on the fifth day, according to tho 
custom: — 
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" Qnin Diis sacrificare hodie pro pucro yoIo 
Quinto die, quod fieri oportet." 

Where Scaligcr observes, that the Greeks were wont to 
purify their children on the fifth day; but the Latins on the 
/eighth, if they were daughters ; and on the ninth; if they 
were sons; which was called Dies lustricus. 

According to the days of the separation for her infirmity, 
shall she be vncleanJ] That is, her case shall be the same 
with that pf a meristrupus woman, who was in a state of 
the highest uncleanncss, (xv. 19, SO,) For everything she 
touched was unplean, and r#ade those so who touched that 
tiring. 

Vcr. 3. And on the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin 
phall be circumcised.] This is here mentioned to shew, 
that one reason for not circumcising the child till the eighth 
day- was, its mother's wncleajmess (hie fir.s ( t seven day* of 
her lying-in ; which wade the child unplean ajsp, 

Ver, 4. And she $bc$ then continue.'] Frpjm the seven 
.days' end- 

In the bloQd ff for purification.] fri the purification pf 
her blood : for all the following days were days of purifi- 
cation; not pf entire separation, 

Three-and-ihirty days.] All the days of her uncleanncss 
.were forty; and for the first seyep days she was to be se- 
parate frpm all conversation with her neighbours; but the 
following three-and-thirty she had free conversation with 
them, and was only excluded from the sanctuary, and from 
eating of the peace-offerings, or the paschal lamb, and (if 
she were the wife of a priest) of the tithes, and pther lesser 
holy things; of which otherwise she might have eaten. 

She shall touch no hallowed thing, nor come into the sanc- 
tuary, until the days of Jier purification be fulfilled,] If 
JUaimpnides may be credited, the Zabij, an ancient sort of 
idolaters in those eastern parts, had a great number of te- 
dious and tiresome customs about the purification of their 
childbed women; from all which God freed his peppje, by 
restraining them only frpm coming into his sanctuary, or 
partaking of holy things ; but, otherwise, leaving them at 
liberty to perform alj planner of offices in their family, dur^ 
Jug the time of their purification, (More Nevoch. paT. iii. 
pap. 47.) It is apparent, also, that other gentiles kept their 
women from their temples, a long time after their ehildr 
birth ; and that superstitious people would not so much as 
go within their doors. See Dilherrus, in the fprenaxued 
book and chapter. 

Ver. 5. And if she bear a maid-child, then shall sjie be 
unclean two weeks, as in her separation.'] The time of strict 
separati6n, when they brought forth a female, was double 
to that which was prescribed (ver. 2.) when they brought 
forth a male. And so also was the time of their purifica- 
tion : which lasted threescore and six days, as they in the 
other cape by thirty and three. The reason of which differ- 
ence, not only the Jews, hut others also, derive from the 
greater redund#ncy(as R.Levi Barzploni$a calls it,Pracccpt. 
clxvi.) of blood in the latter case than in the former; and 
from the slowness of nature in its operation, which made 
the purgation longer before it was effected. Hippocrates 
himself treats of this difference, in his book dc Natura 
Pucrp. where he saitb, women are sooner purged after 
Uio birth of males than of female^ : (see Joh.Meursius in his 
Syntagma do Puerpcrio, cap, C, 7.) The natural weaknesses 



of women also, during this time, required quiet, and little 
company: from which the very temper of their blood, in 
those climates, made a longer separation more necessary 
than in these colder regions. But if there were no such 
apparent reason to be given of these things, yet " vel ex 
ipsa veneranda antiquitatp, et simplicitate suscipienda 
forent et jninim6 contemnenda," (as Conrad. Pellicanus 
speaks upon the foregoing chapter, yen 35.) they ought, 
for the sake of their venerable antiquity and simplicity, to be 
duly regarded, and not to be despised, 

Ver. 6, And when the days of her purification arc ful- 
filled, for a son, or for a daughter,] Which were not till the 
pnd pf the fortieth day. for a son, and the eightieth day for 
a daughter. And therefore, the offerings here mentioned 
were not offered till the day after, viz* the forty-first day for 
the one, and the eighty-first day for the other ; because, UIJ 
then her purification was not perfected, as Jtfairooriidcs ob- 
serves in his hook de Sacrifices, (Trot* y. sect. £,) where 
he observes, al$p, that they might not eat pf holy things, 
fill these sacrifices h$4 been offered for them. 

And sh€ shall bring a land) of ffa first year.] Which then 
was in its greatest perfeptipp, as hath been often noted. 

For a burnt-offering,] In gratitude to God for giving her 
a safe deliverance, arid bestowing a child upon her, and 
raising her up to her former strength, and bringing her again 
to his sumptuary. Where, by this offering, she also com- 
mended herself and child to his continued care and bless- 
ing, ^r*d implored his Divine gujdjance and assistance in its 
education. For tbe$e offerings, as I observed before, were 
a kindpf supplication, which they that brought them made 
to God : and there was nothing that pious people could 
more earnestly desire on such occasions, than that God 
would take their little ones into his tuition. Who are con- 
tinually liable to so many dangers, that without the special 
favour of God, and the custody of his angels, they could 
never grow to be able to take any care of themselves. They 
are the words of Conradus Pellicanus upon this place: 
who thence infers, how necessary it is that the pcopleof 
the phurch should be admonished frequently, to commend 
their children unto God both by private and by public 
prayers, and take care of their instruction, " lest they be- 
come like the horse and the mule, that have no under- 
standing." 

And a young pigeon, or a turtle-dpve, for a sin-offering.] 
To complete her purification from her uncleanncss. For 
that is here meant by sin; the impurity which the law 
;caadc, by separating such persons from others, and from 
the sanctuary for a time. And thus a sin-offering is com- 
manded to be brought by a leper, when he was cleansed ; 
who was charged only with a legaj uncleanness, not a 
moral. And it is more plain, from what is ordained con- 
cerning menstruous women, whose courses were purely na- 
tnral, and yet they were to offer a sin-offering when they 
were gone, (xv. 30.) bopau$e the la>v accounted that a 
state of uncleanness: and from the case of ^ Nazaritc, 
who had unwillingly touched a dead body, Numb. v. 11. 
where it is said, he had sinned by the dead; t. e. was le- 
gally polluted. And this may be the reason, perhaps, why 
a burnt-offering is here mentioned before the sin-offering, 
which is wont to precede the other, (ver, 7, 8.) 

It may be conceived, indeed, that in all the forcmentioned 
pases, those persons (especially lepers) had some way of- 
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fended God, before or in their state of separation; arid 
therefore were to have their sin (properly so called) ex-^ 
piatedby a sin-offering. And R. Bechai also gives another 
probable account of it; that this sacrifice was offered not 
for her own sin, but the sin of her first parent, the mother 
of all living, who brought sin and sorrow into the world : 
for from a bad stock there cannot sprout good branches; 
and therefore God appointed this offering for the expiation 
of that primary sin. 

Unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, unto 
the priest'} It was a most* wise constitution (as a person of 
excellent learning, Dr. Alii:, observes), which bound this 
people, from their first coming into the world, to their going' 
out of it, to have a dependance upon the priests and the 
Levites, (who* for that purpose were dispersed through all 
the tribes of Israel, that people might be instructed by 
them how to govern themselves in all the passages of hu- 
man life.) For there are laws not only about marriages 
and successions, but about their lying-in, whether of a son 
or daughter, and about all they were to do while that time 
lasted, and when it ended; and indeed all the time they 
lived, and when they went out of the world ; in their fune- 
rals, and mourning for the dead. 

Vet. 7. Who shall offer it before the Lord, and make an 
atonement for her. ~] By this offering she was restored to 
the liberty of God's house, and to partake of holy things. 
For so it follows. 

And she shall be cleansed from the issue of her bldod.} No 
longer separated: from the holy society. 

Tftti is the lata for her that hath born a male or a fa 
male.} All this principally respected the woman; yet not 
excluding heir child; who (it appears by St. Luke, ii. 22.) 
was on this day of his mother's purification presented unto 
tlie Lord. That indeed had respect to the law about the 
first-born: but a very ancient MS. and the Syriac, and 
Origen, taking this for the day of their purification, and 
not merely of hers (KaOapi<xixov clvtwv), it plainly shews the 
child could not be admitted into the Divine presence, no 
more than the mother, till the days abovementioned were 
accomplished. 

Vcr. 8. And if she be not able (o bring <£ lamb, then she 
shall bring two turtles, and two young pigeons, &c] "this 
was a merciful provision for the poorer sort> as in other 
cases, (v. 7. 11.) And from this very place we may learn, in 
how mean a condition the mother of our Lord was; who 
for her purification did not bring a lamb (unto which her 
piety, no doubt, would have prompted her, if she had been 
able), but only this lower sort of offering, as we read Luke 
ii. 24. 

And the priest shall mate an atonement for her, and she 
iliall be clean.} This Sacrifice was as available as the other 
to restore her to communion with God's people. The 
Greeks imitated this; among' whom the fortieth day was 
insignis (as Censorinus speaks), famous or remarkable upon 
more accounts than one. For women with child did not go 
to the temple ante diem quadragesimum, before the fortieth 
day: and after then* delivery, commonly, they Were not fit 
fo go out till forty days more (his Words are, " Quadraginta 
diebus pleraeque fcetae graviores sunt, nee sanguinem id- 
tcrdam continent"), during which time their little ones were 
sickly, never smiled, nor were out of danger. Which is 
observed by that great physician Celsus, (lib. ii. cap. 1.) 



" Maifme, ofririis pueritia prfmum circa quadragesimum 
diem perfclltafar." Arid therefore, tvhferi this day was 
past, they were* wotit tbkeep a feast (as Censorinus there 
tells us, cap. 11. de Die Natali), which they called Tctfaapa- 
kg&t6v at wMcfr tiriie, ii & fikely, tney Offered sacrifices 
also, as the Jetvlsfi Women did. * 



CHAP. XIII, 

Vetf. 1+jCjLnD the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron, sag- 
trig.] Here God speaks to Aaron again, as well as unto 
Moses, (see xi. 1.) because he and his posterity were pe- 
culiarly concerned in the following laws about the leprosy; 
both in judging and cleafi'sing of it. , . 

Ver. 2. WIten a Mdnshail have in the skin of his flesh.} 
For there this diseaseiay and shewed itself. 

A ri&rig 1 , a scab, or a bright spot.} The leprosy appeared 
in orie 6f these three forms, either as a tumour or swelling, 
or a scab 1 , or a bright spot in the skin. 

And it shall be in the skin of his flesh, like the plague of 
leprosy.} There were some swellings, and scabs, and spots, 
which were not the leprosy, but only like it. And there-' 
fore Moses here teaches the priests how to discern be- 
tween a true leprosy and the resemblance of it; that ac- 
cordingly they might either pronounce a person clean or 
unclean; shut him up, or let him have his liberty ; shave 
him, or let his hair grow. 

Plague of leprosy.} If we may believe Pliny, (lib. xxvi. 
cap*. 1.) this disease was peculiar to Egypt, which he calls 
genitrix taliitrti vfitiofum : and if Artapanus, in Eusebius^ 
saith true, (lib.iX. ^rae^ar. Efdng. dap. 27.) Pharaoh, who 
sought to kill Moses, was the first who was struck with this 
disease, and died of it. So false is the story of llTanetho, 
who, to hide the true cause- of the Israelites* departure out 
of Egypt, saith, that they cast Qut a company of leprous 
people, of whom Moses was the captain. Out of Egypt, 
it is likely, this disease spread into Syria, which is noted 
likewise to have' been much infested with such foul irrup- 
tions in the skin : which have as many various names, as 
there are risings, or breakings-out, or spots there ; and are 
commonly all comprehended under the name of leprosy, as 
P. Cunaeus observes, (lib. ii. de Republ. Judaeorum, cap. 
ult.) But Moses here distinguishes them, and seems to in* 
struct the Israelites, that the leprosy which he speaks of 
was no common disease, but iriflicted by the hand of Hea- 
ven. So the Hebrew doctors understand it; particularly 
R. Levi Earzelonita: (Praecept. clxviii.) " aloprous man; 
ought not to look upon his disease as a casual thing ; but 
seriously consider, arid acknowledge, that sorile grievous 
sin is the cause of it." Which made the knowledge of their 
priests so admirable, (as the author of the book Cosri 
speaks, par. ii. sect. 58.) that they were able to understand 
what was Divine in the leprosy, and what was from natural 
temper. For that there was something Divine in \t is con- 
firmed by the story of Naaman, (2 Kings v. 7.) where the 
king of Israel plainly declares, none but God could cure a 
leper: whom therefore they looked upon as smitten by * 
God ; and thence called this disease the plague, or stroke, 
of leprosy, and sometimes simply the plague or stro ke, (Ver. 
3. 5. 17. 22. of this chapter.) For they could not under- 
stand how such a pestilent disease, as infected riot merely 
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men's bodies, but the very walls of their houses, and gar- 
ments, should proceed merely from ordinary causes; and 
therefore they thought there was an extraordinary hand of 
God in it. 

Then he shall he brought unto Aaron the priest, or unto 
otieof his sons the priests.] Not to the physieians, but to 
the priests; who were the only judges, whether it was a 
true leprosy or no : and if it were, could best direct him to 
his cure (by repentance and prayer to God), and cleanse 
him when he was cured. But they might resort to any 
priest whatsoever, as Mr. Selden observes out of the Tal- 
mud (where there is a large treatise of this matter), though 
he was maimed in any part of his body, and so unfit to mi- 
nister at the altar, provided his eyes still continued good, 
(lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 14. num. 5.) 

Ver. 3. And the priest shall look on the plague in the skin 
of his flesh.'] When there is a suspicion that it is a leprosy. 
The same, great man observes, that this inspection might 
be made upon any day of the week, but the sabbath or 
festivals. Yet not in the night, nor in any hour of the day, 
but the fourth, fifth, eighth, and ninth: for they accounted 
the morning, evening, and noon, not sueh proper times to 
make this inspection. Which, they say, also might be 
made by an Israelite; though none but the priest could pro- 
nounce one clean, or unclean. For though perhaps the 
priest was ignorant,, and stood in need to be informed by 
wiser persons than himself, yet that man who was not a 
priest could only direct him what to judge, but hot givo 
the judgment. According to that law,(Deut.-xxi. 5.) Out 
of their mouth, or, by their word, shall every stroke be tried; 
which particularly relates to the leprosy, (xxiv. 8.) 

And when the hair in the plague is turned white, &c] He 
begins with the last of the three indications of a leprosy, 
viz. the bright spot. In whieh, if the very hair was turned 
white,* and it was not only a superficial whiteness, but the 
spot seemed to have eaten deeper into the very flesh, then 
it was to be judged a true leprosy. R. Levi Barzelon. ex- 
presses it thus: "When there was one or more plaees so 
white, that their whiteness was like that of an egg-shell, or 
more glossy, then it is the leprosy." • 
.^And the priest shall look upon him.] Having made this 
inspection, and found it to bo the leprosy. 

And pronounce him unclean i] Command him to be se- 
parated from the congregation, and shut up by himself, 
(ver.*4G.) 

But though all the Israelites, children and servants, as 
well as others, were under this law, yet no gentile, nor the 
proselytes of the gate, were, as Maimonides, and the rest of 
the Hebrew, doctors tell us. 

Ver. 4. If the.bright spot be white in the skin of his flesh.] 
i. e.. If there be barely a white spot in the skin whieh hath 
not altered the hair. 

And in .sight be not deeper than the skin, and the hair 
thereof be not turned ivhite.] The forenamed R. Levi ex- 
plains this passage thus : If it were not a perfect white, but 
something duskish^ below the whiteness of an egg-shell, he 
was to look 1 upon it as that whieh might prove a lesser sort 
of foulness in the blood and skin, short of the leprosy, 
which infected the very hair in that plaee. 

Then the priest shall shut up him that hath the plague 
seven days.] He had something like the plague, which 
might prove to be it; and therefore lje was to be separated 



from others so long, that some judgment might be made, 
whether it was, or would be so or not: for seven days com- 
monly make considerable alterations in the state of all 
diseases. 

Ver. 5. Atul the priest shall look on him the seventh day.] 
Until which it was not likely any certain judgment could 
be made. 

And behold.] Observe this. 

If the plague in his sight be at a stay.] In the Hebrew the 
words are, If the plague standeth in his sight ; i. e. seemeth 
to him not to have spread itself at all in the skin, as it fol- 
lows in the next words. Or, as it may be translated, if it 
continue in the same colour, which it had before, and were 
not altered : for the Hebrew word signifies colour, as well 
as sight. And if this translation be right, then here are 
two marks which the priest was to observe (viz. whether 
the spot had not altered its complexion, and whether it had 
not spread further in the skin); but according to our present 
translation there is but one, the next elausc being but the 
explication of this. . . 

Then the priest shall shut him up seven days more.] The 
ease remaining dubious, he was to make a further trial. 

Ver. 6. And the priest shall look on himagitin the seventh 
day; and behold, if the plague be somewhat dark.'] The 
priest was to mark diligently whether there were any alte- 
ration in the eolour, and that which was bright before now 
looked dark; which justifies the seeond interpretation of 
the first clause in the foregoing verse. 

And the plague spread not inthe skin.] This was another 
token by whieh the priest was to be governed in his judg- 
ment. 

The priest shall pronounce him, clean.] He was to be 
shut up no longer, but left at liberty to go abroad and freely 
converse with his brethren. 

It is but a scab.] An ordinary seab, or scurf, short of the 
leprosy: such as is now in Guam and Mindanao, whieh 
Dampier (in his late New Voyage round the World, chap. 
12.) describes to be a dry scurf all over the body, that 
causeth great itching, and raiscth the outer skin in small 
white flakes, like the scales of little fish, when they are 
raised on end with a knife. But he did not perceive that 
they made any great matter of it, for they did not refrain 
any company for it. 

And he shall wash his clothes, and be clean.] Having been 
suspected to have a leprosy, and something like it appear- 
ing, whieh had kept him separate from his brethren several 
days, he was to use this small purification ; beeause there 
was some kind of impurity in his blood, whieh broke out 
into the skin, though not infectious. 

Ver. 7. And if the scab spread much abroad in the skin.] 
The second sort of leprosy was a scab, (ver. 2.) which 
seems to have been of two kinds : one of which Moses 
joins to what he saith of the swelling; and the other to what 
he saith of the bright spot. 

After he hath been seen of the priest for his cleansing.] 
That is, after the priest had pronounced him elean, (ver. G.) 

He shall be seen of the priest again.] A new inspection 
was to be made by the priest. And if any man (as Mai- 
monides saith) was so profane as carelessly to neglect it, 
by not going to the priest, and shewing him his case, his 
punishment was to have his leprosy cleave to him for 
ever. 
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Ver. 8. And if the priest see, that, behold, the scab spread- 
eth in the skin.] Though it lurked for a time, yet this 
spreading of it in the skin was to be taken for an evident 
mark that it was the leprosy. 

Ver. 9. When the plague of leprosy is in a man.] That is, 
when there is a suspicion of the first sort of leprosy, men- 
tioned ver. 2. and called a rising or swelling. 
.' Then he shall be brought unto the priest.] By those who 
feared his company might be infectious ; but good men 
went of themselves to him. 

- Ver. 10. And the priest shall see him.] Diligently view, 
and consider the nature of the scab. 

And, behold, if the rising be white in the skin, and it have 
turned the hair white, and there be quick raiv flesh in the 
rising.] If upon examination the priest found a third mark, 
besides the two former (ichiteness in the skin, and the hair 
turned ivhite), viz. that it had eaten into the very flesh ; he 
was to look upon it as an undoubted leprosy. 

Quick raw flesh in the rising.'] Quick or living flesh (as 
the Hebrew word is) signifies sound flesh not corrupted. 
So the meaning seems to be, if it have broken through the 
skin, and in the raw sound flesh there appeared white 
,spots, there needed no further consideration ; for it would 
soon taint the whole mass of blood. 

Ver. 11. It is an old leprosy in the skin of his flesh.] The 
two first signs were very bad, particularly the second, the 
hair turning white (just as a plant, saith Procopius Ga- 
zseus, or a flower dies, together with the earth in which it 
grows), but this last was far worse; being a mark of an in- 
veterate evil that had been long breeding, and got not only 
into the skin and the hair, but into the very living flesh ; 
which, as the same Procopius speaks, it began to corrode, 
.and would devour. 

And the priest shall pronounce him unclean.] Without 
any further examination. 

And shall not shut him up.] Because there was no need 
of any more proof, nor any doubt, whether it was the le- 
prosy or not. 

For he is unclean.] It was apparent from the tokens, 
.which were already very visible. 

. Ver. 12. And if a leprosy break out abroad in the skin.] 
He calls that a leprosy, which was not truly so, but was 
by some thought to be so, because it had a likeness to it. 

And the leprosy cover all the skin of him that hath the 
-plague.] i. e. Scemcth to have it. 

From his liead even to his foot, wheresoever the priest 
looketh.] An eruption in every part of his body, which was 
spread all over with scabs. 

Ver. 13. He shall pronounce him clean that hath the 
plague.] This sort of breaking-out, from top to toe, as we 
speak, was not to be looked upon as the plague of leprosy; 
being rather a relief to the body, than a disease. 

It is all turned white, he is clean.] There was no danger 
jin this eruption; nature having only discharged those pu- 
trid salt humours which were in the blood. Just as those 
among us, who have the measles and small-pox, are likely 
to do well, when they come out every where; but not when 
they stick in the skin. 

Ver. 14. But when raw flesh appeareth in him, he shall be 

unclean.] When the sound flesh appeared speckled with 

the forementioned spots, it was an evident token that it 

was a settled leprosy: nature being not able to throw out 
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the ill humour into the skin ; but'workirig inward into the 
flesh. 

Ver. 15. And the priest shall see the raw flesh, and pro- 
nounce him to be unclean.] When he sees the sign before- 
named, he shall make no further examination, but declare 
him to be unclean. ' 

For the rata flesh is unclean ; it is a leprosy.] This was 
so undoubted a mark, that there needed no more. Which 
makes Moses repeat it, that the priest might observe it the 
more carefully^ when he made his inspection. 

Ver. 16. Or if the raw flesh turn again.] If there was 
such an alteration in it, that it was freed from these 'pesti- 
lent spots. 

And be changed into ivhite.] Look like other flesh, which 
hath a white skinupon it. ' 

He shall come unto the priest.] Desire him to make a new 
examination of the state of his body. 

Ver. 17. And the priest shall see him.] Take a view of his 
body ; especially in those parts where the leprosy was sus- 
pected to be. 

And, behold, if the plague be turned into white, &c] If, 
upon due consideration, his body appear alike white every 
-where, and no spots to be seen in the flesh, the priest was 
to declare him to have no leprosy remaining. 

Ver. 18. The flesh also, in which, even in the skin thereof, 
was a bile, and is healed.] In this and the following verses 
he treats of such a leprosy as arose out of ulcers which 
had been healed : and afterward there was anew eruption, 
which might prove a leprosy. 

Ver. 19. And in the place of the bile.] Where the bile 
fohnerly broke out ; but seemed to be healed. 

There be a white rising, or a bright spot, white.] These 
two arc the first and last indications pf al'eprosy, mentioned 
ver. 2. 

And somewhat reddish.] This is a mark not hitherto 
mentioned: which some render exceeding shining ; or an 
inflammation which looked very red. For so the Hebrew 
word adamdameth seems to import ; it being certain, that 
the doubling of the radicals of any word increases the. 
sense. This is apparent from abundance of instances in 
other words ; which are heaped up together by Bochaf- 
tus in his Hierozoicdn, (par. ii. lib; v. cap. Q.) where 'Ke 
observes, with respect to this word, that it being impossible 
that the same thing shoulcl be both very white and very 
red; it hath made most interpreters expound this word 
adamdameth as we do, somewhat reddish; quite/contrary 
to the true sense of the word, which imports 4 a high' de- 
gree of some colour, and therefore ought to bo translated 
exceeding glistering. For Adam signifies not only red, but 
also to c/lister: and accordingly, persons very leprous are 
said in Scripture to be as white as snoiv, (Exod. iv. 6. 
Numb. xii. 10. 2 Kings v. 27.) See ver. '49. of this chapter. 

And it be shewed to the jmest.] That he might pass his 
judgment upon it, whether it were the leprosy or not. . 

Ver. 20. And if, when the priest seeth it, behold, it being 
in sight lower than the skin, and the hair thereof being 
turned white, 'See.} 'If, upon a serious search, it appear to 
have the two marks here mentioned, (which arb those be- 
fore set down^ veK 3.) the priest was to declare him 
unclean. 

It is a plague of leprosy broken out of the bile.] In (he 
place where the bile formerly was, (ver. 19.) 
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Ver. 21. But if the priest look on it, and, behold, there is- 
no white hair therein, and it be not lower than the skin.] If 
he find upon search neither Of the two mirks fceforfcuamed. 

But be somewhat dark, &c] Though it had not eaten into 
the flesh (which was a certain sign of a leprosy), yet, if it 
changed colour, tbcro was some ground of suspicion: and 
therefore he was to be shut up seven days. (See ver. 4.) 
. Ver. 22. And if it spread much abroad in the skin, tfien 
the priest shall pronounce him unclean.'] The spreading of 
the spot was a token the blood w r as much vitiated, and that 
this foul disease was begun in the body. 
• It is a plague.] Of leprosy. 

Ver. 23. But if the bright spot stay in its place, and 
spread not, &c] If it continued in the samo condition, and 
made no progress, it was an indication the bile was break- 
ing out again; which did riot iriake him unclean. 

Ver. 24. Or if there be any flesh in the skin, whereof there 
is a hot burning.] In the Hebrew the words run thus, Or 
the flesh, when it shall be in the skin a burning fire. That is, 
when there is an inflammation made in the skin and th§ 
jflesh, by a hot bathing c °al> or some such thing falling 
Upon it. For in the foregoing paragraph (ver. 16, &c.) he 
speaks of ulcers which arose of themselves from bad hu- 
mours in the body : and here of such as were made by fire. 

And the quick flesh tliat burnetii,] The part of the body 
«that is burnt. 

Have a white bright spot, somewhat reddish, or white.] 
Very shining. (See ver. 19.) For this was a sign of the 
leprosy broken out in that burnt place, which otherwise 
wbiild'have looked black. 

Ver. 25. If the hair in the bright spot be turned. white, 
&c] See ver. 20. . . 

Ver. 26. But if the priest look upon it, and, behold, there 
be no white hair, &c] The same direction is given here, 
ajs in the foregoing case, (ver. 21.) 

.Ver. 27. And the priest shall took upon him the seventh 
day, and if it be spread abroad much in the skin, &c] This 
.verse and the next contain the same marks with those ver. 
23,24. 

Ver. 28. It is a rising of the burning.] A tumour made by 
.fire, or a hot iron, &c. which burnt the part. A mere in- 
flammation (as he calls it in the end of this verse) arising 
•from that burning. 

Ver. 29. If a man or woman have a plague upon the head, 
<yr the beard.] Such a kind of disease, Pliny saith, came 
■into Italy in the middle of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, 
.which they called mentagra, because it commonly began 
in the chin; and was so filthy, *f ut quaecunque mors prae- 
•fcrcndA esset," that any death was preferable to it. (Lib. 
xxvi. Nat. Hist. cap. 1.). 

, Ver. 30. Then the priest slutll see the plague: and, behold, 
if it be in the sight deeper than the skin, &c] There are the 
same marks of this sort, with those of the former : only in- 
stead of a white hair, which there was in other kinds of 
ileprosics, there was a yellow hair in this ; and not so thick 
a? the whit?. 

t Ver. 31. If it be not in sight deeper than the skin, &c] 
This was some indication that it was not a leprosy ; yet if 
there were no black hair in it (as it here follows) which was 
a sign of soundness and health, (ver. 37.) the case was not 
certain, but doubtful ; and therefor? he was to be shut up 
seven days, to sec what it would prove. 
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Ver. 32. And in the seventh day the priest shall look on 
the plague.] So he calls it, because it had aresemblanco of 
the leprosy. 

And, behold, if the scall spread not.] For this was the na- 
ture of the disease, which Pliny describes in the place 
abovementioncd, that it spread itself in many persons, 
from the chin all over the face, except the eyes; and went 
down to the neck, the breast, and the hands, fceto cutis fur- 
fiire, with a filthy scurf of the skin, which is here called a 
scall. 

And there be no yellow hair in it.] This, with the fore- 
going and the following sign (that it was not in sight deeper 
than the skin), made it probable it w T as not (he leprosy. Yet 
he was not upon this immediately discharged ; but a further 
trial, as the next verse tells us, Nvas to be made, before he 
was set at liberty. 

Ver. 33. He shall be shaven, but the scall shall he not 
shave,&c] For sureness* sake, the head and beard were to 
be shaven (which might be performed by any body), that 
the priest might the better discern whether the scall spread, 
or no. Only the place where the scall appeared was not 
shaven; because the priest was to observe of what colour 
the hair in it was. So R. Levi Barzelonita, (Praeccpt. 
clxxii.) "They shave. round about the scall, leaving only 
the two next hairs ; that they may know the decrease or 
increase of the disease." 

And the priest shall shut him up that hath the scall seven 
days more.] In which time, some considerable alteration 
would be made one way or other. 

Ver. 34. And in the seventh day.] Before it was com- 
pleted. 

The priest shall look on tJie scall; and, behold, if it be not 
spread.] Here are the same marks which were mentioned 
before ; that if the scall did not spread in the skin, nor eat 
into the flesh, he was not to be shut up any longer, but pro- 
nounced clean ; and, after he had washed his clothes, be ad- 
mitted into the society of God's people again. (See ver. 6.) 

Ver. 85. But if the scall spread much in the skin after his 
cleansing.] It fell out sometimes, that the scall, which had 
stood at a stay for a fortnight, and seemed neither to spread 
nor corrode at all, began to go on to the neighbouring parts. 

Ver. 36. Tlien the priest shall took on him; and, behold, if 
the scall be spread in the skin, &c] If he found this single' 
mark, that after the scall had been at a stand a good while, 
it began to spread much, he was not to trouble himself for 
any further token, by seeking for the yellow hair, (ver. 30.) 
but immediately declare him to be a leper. 

Ver. 37. But if the scall be in his sight at a stay, &c] If 
after this the scall stopped again, and made no further 
progress; and withal there was a black hair appeared in it 
(which the priest could not find before, but now w T as grown 
up in it), he was to take it for an evident sign that the man 
was cured of his leprosy. For the hair being restored to 
its natural colour, was a certain indication that the blood 
was cleansed from its impurity. 

Ver. 38. If a man or woman have in the skin of their flesh 
bright spots, even white bright spots.] i. e. No other sign of 
the leprosy but only this. 

V<5r. 39. Then the priest shall look; and, behold, if the 
bright sj)ots in the skin of their flesh be darkish white, &c] 
In this: case the priest was to observe; whether the spots 
had any thing of a cloudiucss in them ; for if they had, it 
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was not a leprosy: if they were perfectly clear and bright, 
then it was. 

Ver. 40. And the man whose hair is fallen off his head.] 
i. e. From the hinder part of it. 

Ver. 41. And he that hath his hair fallen off from the 
part of his head towards his face, &c] The design of these 
two verses is, to instruct the priest that the mere falling off 
the hair from his head, which made him bald, either behind 
or before, should not be taken to be a sign of the leprosy. 

Ver. 42, 43. And if there be in the bald head, or bald 
forehead, a white reddish sore f &c] If either in the hinder 
or forepart of a bfcld head there appeared a white sore ex- 
ceeding bright , (as it should be translated), like that which 
appeared sometimes in the skin, (ver. 24.) then, as it here 
follows, he was to be looked on as a leprous man. 

Ver. 44. The priest shall pronounce him utterly unclean.'] 
As unclean as any of the forenamed persons. 

His plague is in his head.] The leprosy appears in his 
head, as in other persons it appears in the skin of their 
bodies. 

Ver. 45. And the leper in whom the plague is.] Any of 
the forenamed sort of leprosies. 

His clothes shall be rent.] After the manner of mourners 
(as some take it), that he might sensibly declare his afflicted 
condition. For upon any sad occasion, they were wont in 
those countries to rend their clothes, (Ezra ix. 3. 5. Job ii. 
12.) Others, indeed, think this was intended only for a mark 
of his uncleanness : but I do not see why it might not serve 
to both ends. 

And his head bare.] This was another token of mourning. 
But the Hebrew writers unanimously translate these words 
quite contrary : the phrase in the original being, his head 
sliall be free; i.e. say they, from cutting or shaving: 
which was as much as to say, he should let his hair grow 
long. This also was a sign of sadness and sorrow* (Sec 
x. 6.) 

And shall put a covering upon his upper lip.] Either he 
was to cover it with his hand, or with the skirt of his gar- 
ment, which they threw over their heads, when they were 
in a state of mourning. Of which this was another sign, 
(Ezek. xxiv. 17. 22.) as it was also of shame, (Mic. iii. 7.) 
Some will have all these to be marks only for men to avoid 
them: but that is sufficiently taken care of, in the last 
words of this verse. 

I shall only add, that the Hebrews well observe, that 
none were bound to any of these things, who were shut up 
on suspicion of leprosy; but only such as were absolutely 
pronounced to be leprous. 

And shall cry, Unclean, unclean.] Give notice to passen- 
gers not to come near him, by crying out aloud, so that 
they might hear him, J am in the most unclean condition 
wherein any man can be. Some fancy this was required, 
that men might avoid infection; but the true reason was, 
that they might avoid legal pollutions by conversation with 
them; as appears by the next verse. Jeremiah seems to 
allude to this, Lament, iv. 15. And there seems also to 
have been the like care among the heathen, to give notice 
of any place which was unclean, that none might be defiled 
by it. So Servius tells us upon JEnciA. iv. that the Ro- 
mans Were wont to set a cypress-tree (which being cut 
down could not grow again) before the door of a dead 
man's house, " Ne quis sacram rem facturus, imprudens 



domum praeteriret," test any man, tvho tvas going to perform 
sacred offices, should unawares pass by his door. 

Ver. 46. All the days wherein the plague shall b% in him 
he shall be defiled.] Remain in that desolate state. 

He is unclean.] Separate from company. 

He shall dwell alone.] 2 Kings xv. 5. 

Without the camp shall his habitation be.] There were 
three camps (as the Hebrews commonly observe); that of 
the Divinity (or the sanctuary), that of ,the Levites, ,an<} 
that of the Israelites : out of all which a leprous, man was 
to be removed, that no man might have conversation with 
him, but only such who were leprous like himself; who in 
aftcrtimes were shut out of the cities, as now out. of the 
camp, (2 Kings vii. 3.) 

Ver. ,47. The garment also that the plague of leprosy is 
in.] This is a matter which we do not now understand ; 
that a leprosy Should .not only cleave to a garment and in* 
feet it, but appear and be seen in it. As, in the next chap- 
ter, Mosefc speaks also of a leprosy in a house, (xiy. 34.) 
which he doth not mention here, because they had no 
houses in the wilderness, but dwelt in tents covered with 
Skins, and such-like things : in which, as well as in garments, 
he supposes the leprosy will be. (See xiv. 34.) But what 
kind of disease this was, which appeared in insensible 
things, the Syrians and Egyptians perhaps might then un- 
derstand, but we now are ignorant, as P. Cunaeus speaks; 
** Cujusmodi id vitium in rebus inanimatis fuerit, Syri for- 
tassc etiEgyptii tunc intellexerunt;nos hercle ignoramus," 
(lib. ii. de Republ. Hebraeor. cap. ult.) And, indeed, it 
seems to have been a Divine stroke, as Moses himself sig- 
nifies, (xiv. 34.) and appears not only from the place above- 
mentioned, (2 Kings v. 7. 27.) but from xv. 5. of the same 
book. And so the Jews have always understood it, parti- 
cularly Maimonides, who, in his treatise on this subject, 
(cap. 16. sect. 9.) saith, " that this change hr garments and 
houses did not proceed from natural causes, but was a 
sign and a miracle in Israel." That is, an extraordinary 
punishment inflicted by God, as a token of his high dis- 
pleasure. And it is not at all incredible that such a strange 
plague should then infest them, which is not now known in 
the world; when we consider what unusual diseases there 
have been in other countries, unknown in former times ; 
which afterwards have also vanished, and are now to bo 
found only in books. Pliny mentions several new diseases, 
" orani r priori sevo incognitos," unknown to all ages past; 
spine of which were peculiar to some .provinces, and 
touched not others. Concerning which he did not know 
what to say, but only this: " Quid hoc esse dicamus, aut 
quas Deorum iras V What shall we call this? orfromwhat 
great anger of the gods doth it proceed, that the diseases 
which already certainly infest men's bodies (which hi number 
are above three hundred) should not be sufficient ; but neio 
ones are still to be feared? (lib. xxvi. Nat. Hist. cap. 1.) 
Ho looked, that is, upon these strange diseases as sent 
by God, when men had highly incurred his displeasure. 
The last century was famous for such an extraordinary 
plague, (as Johannes Wierus, who then lived, often calls 
it), when the scurvy, which was confined before to some 
northern regions, near the sca> overran the Low Countries, 
being at that time linknowh in Germany, Italy, France, 
and Spain, which were entirely free from it (See his Ob- 
scrvationum Medicarum, lib. i. sect. 1.) 
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UTietherit be a ivoollen garment or a linen.'] There is a 
great dispute among the Talmndists, whether garments 
made of camels' hair (which they call the ivool of camels) 
were comprehended under these words or not. 

Ver. 48. MHxether it bein the ivarp or woof, of linen, or 
of woollen.'] In the inward or outward part of it. 

Whether in a skin, or in any thing made of skin.] They 
were more likely to bo infected than woollen or linen gar- 
ments ; because they had been part of the body of living 
creatures. 

Ver. 49. And if the plague be greenish or reddish in the 
garments, &c] There seems to be great reason in what 
Maimonides saith, in his treatise of the leprosy, that the He- 
brew word jerakrak (which is made by the doubling of the 
radical letters) should be interpreted the most intense green; 
such as is in the wings of a peacock (as he speaks) or in 
the leaves of a palm-tree. As the word adamdam, in like 
manner, signifies the highest degree of another colour, viz. 
redness; such as the brightest scarlet: (see ver. 19.) And if 
aspot of these colours were found in a garment or skin, as 
broad as a bean, it was a sufficient ground to think it might 
be the leprosy; if it were not so broad, it was accounted 
clean. 

" It is a plague of leprosy, &c] It was justly to be sus- 
pected, and therefore was to be brought to the priest for 
his judgment to be passed upon it." Who w r as to make a 
trial what it would prove, by shutting up that garment or 
skin wherein the spot was for the space of seven days; as 
is directed in the next verse. 

Ver. 50. And the priest shall look upon the plague, &c] 
If, upon his inspection, he found the foreuamed tokens, he 
was to do with it as he did with persons who were under a 
suspicion of a leprosy. 

Ver. 51. If the plague be spread in the garment, &c] 
There were three certain marks (as Maimonides notes) of 
the leprosy in a garment; the extreme greenness or red- 
ness of the spots in it ; and the spreading of them after they 
were first discovered. 

The plague is a fretting leprosy.] The Hebrew word ma- 
mereth, which we translate fretting, is very variously ren- 
dered by the ancient interpreters; as Bochart hath observed 
in his Hierozoicon. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 45. where, from the 
Arabic tongue, he thinks it may be best translated an ex- 
asperated or irritated leprosy: that is, very sharp and 
pricking (which suits well with our translation), eating 
into the garment.or skin, till it was consumed. Abarbinel 
translates it painful: because this sort of leprosy in the 
body of a man was full of anguish. And so this word is 
used in Ezek. xxviii. 24. where a thorn is called mamir; 
and translated by us a grieving thorn. 

Ver. 52. lie shall therefore burn that garment, Sec] It 
seems this leprosy could never be got out of the garment 
or skin wherein it w T as; which therefore was ordered to 
be burnt, as never likely to be fit for use. 

Ver. 53, 54. If it be not spread in the garment, &c] If 
the spot was at a stay, and did not proceed further, then the 
garment, as the following verse directs, was to be washed, 
and shut up for seven days; in which time it appeared 
whether the impurity were quite gone, or still remained. 

Ver. 55. If the plague had. not changed its colour.] If 
washing had not altered that vicious colour, but it still con- 
tinued very red or green. 



And the plague be not spread.] Or, though it be not' 
spread; yet it was to bo pronounced unclean, and adjudged 
to be burnt. 

It is fret inward.] Though it did not spread in breadth; 
yet it fretted in depth. 

Wlicthcr it be bare within or without.] In the Hebrew 
the words are, In the baldness of the hinder part, or in its 
forepart: which seems to be a manner of speaking taken 
from ver. 42, 43. where he treats of bald heads. And the 1 
meaning is, whether it cat into the right side of the garment 
(which is compared to the forehead), or into the wrong side 
(which is compared to the hinder part of the head), making 
it as bare as a bald head is, when there is not a hair 
left. For this sort of leprosy was wont to cat off the nap 
of the cloth, and make it threadbare. 

Ver. 5G. And if the priest look; and, behold, the plague be 
somewhat dark, after the washing of it, &c] If it had 
changed its colour, from very green or red, and became 
duskish (or, as Abarbinel understands it, the spot was cow- 
tracted or shrunk up in the washing; so that it was gone 
in part, if not in whole), then the priest was to cut out that 
part of the garment where the spot was; there being 
some indication that the whole garment might not be 
tainted. 

Ver. 57. If it appear still in the garment, &c.J If, after 
the spot was out, the neighbouring parts appeared to have 
a tincture of a very green or red colour, it was to be taken 
for a demonstration that there was a spreading leprosy (a3 
it here follows) in the garment, or skin, which would pro- 
ceed till it was entirely infected with it. 

TJiou shalt burn that wherein - the plague is with fire.] 
Therefore, the leprosy being incurable, there was no other 
remedy but to destroy the thing wherein it was. 

Ver. 58. And the garment, either warp or icooforivhal- 
soever -thing of skin it be, which thou shalt ivash, if the 
plague be departed from them, &c.] Whatsoever, after 
washing, had no appearance of such spots, as are here be- 
forementioned (ver. 49, &c.) remaining in it, there was no 
further trial to be made of it, but, being washed a second, 
time, it was to be accounted clean, i. e. fit for common 
use. 

Ver. 59. This is the taw of the plague of leprosy in a 
garment of woollen or linen, &c] By these rules the priests 
were to judgo whether garments were lawful to be used or 
not; and accordingly to determine: as, by the rules in the 
foregoing part of the chapter, they were to judge and pro- 
nounce whether men and women were fit to be allowed to 
keep company with others. And when we consider how 
nice and diligent many nations were, and still are, in their 
washings, after any sort of defilement, it it no wonder (as 
Conradus Pellicanus here glosses) that some laws of clean- 
liness, even about their garments, were prescribed to the 
Jews ; which admonished them of that inward purgation 
of their hearts from all impure affections, about which 
they were to be far more solicitous. I have forborne to ap- 
ply what is here said of the leprosy, in this chapter, to the 
various degrees of pollutions that are in men's minds; be- 
cause that would have made this book too large ; and itis 
done already, by a great number of commentators, botli 
modern and ancient; particularly among the latter, by Pro- 
copius Gazaeus, and Hesychius Presb. Ilierosolymorum, 
who sometimes have done it very ingeniously. 
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Ver. 1. JjLND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] All 
that is said before, concerning the rules whereby they were 
to discern the leprosy from the like diseases, were given 
unto Aaron as well as unto Moses, (xiii. 1.) Fox Aaron 
and his posterity were constituted the judges of such mat- 
ters, in which they had need to be well studied and versed. 
But the way and manner of cleansing a leper is delivered 
only to Moses, to be by him given unto Aaron and his 
sons, who were to depend on him as God's great minister, 
and their instructor in "all religious rites. 

Ver. 2. Tliis shall be the law of the leper in the day of 
his cleansing J] The manner and means which God hath or- 
dained of purifying a leper (as Maimonides expounds it), 
and restoring him to the communion of God's people. 

He shall be brought unto thepriest.] Not to the house of 
the priest; for he was to go out to the gate of the camp 
(as appears by the next yerse), and thither the leper was to 
be brought to him. But these words seem to import the 
leper was first to come towards the camp (unto some place 
which the priest, it is likely, appointed), and then th,e priest, 
having notice of it, was to go out and look upon him. 

Ver. 3. And the priest shall go forth out of the camp.'] To 
the place where the leper was, (xiii. 46.) 

And the priest shall look.] Diligently examine in what 
condition the leper is, by the rules mentioned in the fore- 
going chapter. 

And, behold, if the plague of leprosy be healedin the leper.] 
The priest, no doubt, had been informed, before he went 
to make the inspection, that there were good grounds to 
believe the man was freed from his leprosy. 

.Ver. 4. Then shall the priest command to take for him, 
&c.] That some of his friends, or such as he ordered, 
should provide what follows for his purification. 

Two birds alive, that are clean.] The margin of our 
Bibles translates it two sparrows: and they who take the 
word in this sense havo some pretty conceits about it. 
Particularly this: that it signifies him who lately sat 
alone, like* a solitary sparrow on the house-top (as the 
Psalmist speaks), to be now admitted into the society of 
others again. But Origen takes these birds to have been 
hens, (and so Scaliger shews out of Nicander, that the 
Greek word orpovZoe anciently signified; Exerc, 230.) and 
the LXX. better translate it, Evo ipvlSta, two little birds, 
of any sort whatsoever, provided they were clean, i. e. law- 
ful to be eaten, as the Vulgar truly interprets it. For to re- 
strain it to sparrows had been very absurd, whether they 
had been clean birds or unclean ; because it had been in 
vain to say a clean sparrow, when the whole species were 
so by the law; and more unaccountable to require a clean 
sparrow, if all had been unlawful, as Bochart rightly ob- 
serves, lib. i. Hieroz. cap. 22. par. ii. 

Grotius takes this to have been the Aw/>ov, or gift, which 
is mentioned Matt. viii. 4. which was presented by the 
leper in the day of his cleansing; rather than those men- 
tioned ver. 10. of this chapter. But I can see nothing of 
the nature of a gift or present in these birds, which were 
not to be offered at the altar. 

And cedar-wood, and scarlet, and hyssop.] Why his puri- 
fication was to be made by these things, Maimonidessaith 



he could never understand, (More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 47.) 
But Abarbinel adventures to guess at the reason, and ima- 
gines that these four things, the living birds, the cedar, the 
scarlet, and the hyssop, signified the leper to be cured of 
the four evils under which he had laboured;" in his flesh, 
his humours, his colour, and smell, which were represented 
by the four things beforementioned; and were now all 
become sound and good. For the living birds, he thinks, 
were a sign that his dead flesh was restored to vigour and 
life again. And the cedar-wood, which is not easily cor- 
rupted, denoted the putrefaction was cured which the le- 
prosy had made in the humours of his body. The scarlet 
thread, or wool, was an indication of his good complexion 
restored to him: for this is a bright and grateful colour, as 
the leprosy was livid and loathsome; signifying (saith he) 
his blood was purified, which made a lively colour return 
into his countenance. And lastly, the hyssop, which in 
that country was a very odoriferous plant, signified the 
nastiness and stench of that disease was gone. Whatso- 
ever any one may judge of this account of these things, I 
think it is very plain, „ that the Jews being possessed with 
a great detestation of the filthiness of the leper, it was ne- 
cessary (as Pellicanus observes) that they should be as 
strongly persuaded, by a great many prolix, laborious, and 
public ceremonies used for men's purification from it, that 
they were fit for their society again. 

I omit the moral reasons which are given by R. Levi 
Barzelonita, (Praecept.'clxxiii.) for the use of the foremen- 
tioned things; and the mystical significations of these, and 
all the following rites of purification: which the most 
learned and ingenious Bochartus hath drawn out in near 
twenty particulars, (Hierozoicon. par. ii. lib. i. cap. 22.) 

Ver. 5. And the priest shall command that one of the 
birds be killed.] Not as a sacrifice; for that could be made 
no where but at the altar; whereas this was without the 
camp, at a great distance from the sanctuary; and there- 
fore was used only as a rite of cleansing. (See ver. 49.) 

In an earthen vessel over running water.] There seems 
to be a transposition (as is very usual) in these words; 
the sense being, over an earthen vessel, that hath running, 
i. e. spring water in it. For so R. Levi Barzelonita, in the 
place beforenamed, describes this ceremony: " The priest 
takes a new earthen vessel, and pours into it living water, 
till it be a quarter full:" which was the measure, accord- 
ing to the tradition of the scribes. Who say, also, that 
the best and fattest of the two birds was killed over the 
water, and the blood pressed out so long, that the water 
was discoloured with it; and then he digged a hole, and 
buried the dead bird before the leper. 

Ver. 6. As for the living bird, he shall take it, and the 
cedaf-wood, and the scarlet-wool, &c] He took a stick of 
cedar-wood (as II. Levi Barzelonita describes this rite, 
and Maimonides saith the same), which was a cubit long; 
and tying the bird to it, with its tail uppermost, together 
with a bunch of hyssop, of a handful long, and as much 
scarlet-wool as weighed a shekel; he then dipped the bird's 
tail and wings, with the hyssop and scarlet-wool, in the 
water tinctured with the blood of the other bird. 

Ver. 7. And he shall sprinkle upon him that is to be 
cleansed from his leprosy.] R. Levi will have it, that he 
sprinkled the back of his hand, towards the top of it, with 
this water and blood. 
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Seven times.'] In token of a perfect purification. (See 
iv. 17.) 

And shall pronounce him clean.] So as to let him come 
into the camp (from whence he had been excluded), as, in 
aftertimes, into the city. 

And shall let the living bird loose into the open field.] The 
manner of doing it (as the same It. Levi relates) was, the 
priest, going into the city, threw tho bird over the walls 
towards tho wilderness; the intention of which' was, to 
shew that tho leper was restored to a free conversation 
with all his neighbours, as the bird was with the rest of 
its kind. (See- ver. 53.) 

Ver. 8. And he that is to be cleansed, shall wash his 
clothes.] He was to do this, and what follows, before he 
could be admitted into the camp. 

And sliave off all his liair, and wash himself in water.] 
i. e. Wash his whole body. All which contributed to clean- 
liness. 

. And after that lie shall come into the camp.] But not 
enter into his own habitation; as appears by the words 
following. 

.. And tarry abroad out of his tent seven days.] They lived 
in tents while they remained in the wilderness, which every 
man had apart, for himself and for his family. Unto which 
a leper was not restored immediately . after his admission 
into the camp ; for fear there should be any undiscerned 
remainder of his disease, whereby his wife and children 
might be endangered. For which reason he might not lay 
with his wife, till seven days were over. 

Ver. 9. But on the seventh day he shall sliave all his hair 
.off his head, &c] This may be thought to have been the 
time appointed for the shaving mentioned in the foregoing 
verse: but It. Levi, and other Hebrew doctors, under- 
stand it of a second shaving at the seven days' end, that 
they might bo assured nothing of the leprosy remained. 

Even all his hair he shall shave off] Under his arm-holes, 
and in other places of the body where it uses .to grow: as 
well as the hair of his head, and his beard, and his eye- 
brows. 

And he shallwash his clothes.] This seems to be a second 
washing, after the first at the end of the seven days. And 
the Hebrew doctors note, that the killing of the bird, the 
shaving and the sprinkling, were all to be done in the day- 
time ; the rest might be done either by day or by night. 

Also he shall wash his flesh in water.] His whole body. 
"^For which end such a measure is prescribed by the He- 
.brcw tradition, as would cover it entirely. 

And he shall be clean.] So as to be not qnly restored to 
his tent, but admitted to go to the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, and offer the sacrifices appointed (in the follow- 
ing part of this chapter) for his complete purification. Till 
which time he was called Mechussar Kapparali, one that 
needed expiation; and was not permitted to eat of the 
holy things. 

" Ver. 10. And on the eighth day.] If wo may believe tho 
llebrew tradition, he washed himself again on this day, 
: in the court of the women ; where there was a room, called 
the chamber of tfie lepers, provided for that purpose. So 
Maimonides. Which great caution was imitated by the 
primitive Christians, who woi^ld not receive great sinners 
^ into their communion again, till tyey had made a long trial 
u of the truth of their repentance. 



He shall take two he-lambs without blemish, and one ewe- 
lamb without blemish.] There w^re three kinds of sacrifices 
to be offered upon this occasion; viz. a trespass-offering, a 
sin-offering, and a burnt-offering: for which these three 
lambs were to be provided. 

Of the first year.] Such were all the lambs to be, both 
male and female. 

And three tenth-deals of fine flour for a meat-offering.] 
To each of these sacrifices there was a meat-offering ap- 
pointed, consisting of a tenth part of an ephah of fine 
flour, i.e. an omer. (SeeExod. xvi. 36.) Which is a thing 
unusual : for wo read of no meat-offerings ordered (in the 
Fourth and fifth chapters of this book, which treat of them) 
to accompany either trespass-offerings or sin-offerings. But 
there were peculiar rites belonging to the cleansing" of a 
leper, different from the common usages, to make him sen- 
sible how great a mercy he had received from God, who 
alone could cure this disease which his hand had in- 
flicted. 

Mingled with oil.] As the manner was in meat-offerings. 
(See chap. ii. 1.) 

And one log of oil.] Which served to another purpose, 
mentioned ver. 15, 16. of this chapter. And oil being of a 
healing virtue, may be thought to denote the perfect health 
and soundness to which the leper was now restored; as 
the fragrancy of it put him in mind of the happiness he 
now enjoyed. 

A log was the smallest measure among the Jews, con- 
taining about half a pint of our measure, as a very learned 
prelate of our own (Dr. Cumberland) hath computed in 
his Scripture Weights and^ Measures, p. 86. 

Ver. 11. And the priest that maketh him clean] Who 
performeth this office of declaring the leper perfectly 
clean. 

Shall present the man that is to be made clean, and those 
things, before the Lord, at the door, fee] He set the man in 
,the first place at the east gate of the court of the Israelites 
(which in aftertimes was called the gate of Nicanor), with 
his face towards the sanctuary. For here all those who 
needed expiation stood \ it being unlawful for them to 
enter into the court of the Israelites, until the expiation 
was made. So Maimonides observes in his treatise called 
Mechussare Kapparah, sect. 4. 

Ver. 12. And the priest shall take one he-lamb, and offer 
him.] Next he was to bring one of the lambs to the same 
place, and present him to the .Lord, as is directed in the 
end of the verse; for that is meant here by offering him, 
the slaying of him following in the next verse. 

For a trespass-offering] After the manner that the tres- 
pass-offerings were offered, (of which see chap, vii.) that 
he might beg pardon of God (as Abarbinel understands it) 
for such sins as he had ignorantly committed. 

And the log of oil] Which was presented at the same 
time with the lamb. 

And wave them] Both the lamb and the log of oil. 

For a wave-offering before the Lord] Which was done 
by waving them to and fro, up and down, and turning to- 
wards all the four quarters of the world, as was noted be- 
fore. But Maimonides saith, this was waved towards the 
east: and if he waved them both together, or separated 
one from the other, the lamb first, and afterward the log of 
oil, it made no difference. 
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Ver. 13. And he shall slay the lamb.] The lamb was 
brought, saith the same author in the forenamed treatise, 
to the door of the court where the leprous man stood, who 
stretched out his hands into the court and laid them upon 
his sacrifice : after which it was killed, as is here directed. 
' In the place where he shall kill the sin-offering, and the 
burnt-offering.] Seevi. 25. 

In the holy place.] In the court of the tabernacle, at the 
north side of the altar of burnt-offering, (chap. i. 11.) which 
was a place more holy than the entrance, or east end of 
the court, where the peace-offerings were to be killed, (see 
iii. 2.) - 

For as the sin-offering is the priest's, so is the trespass- 
offering.] See vii. 7. Both of them were to be eaten by 
the priests in the court of God's house; and, therefore, 
were equally holy. 

It is most holy.] See ii. 3. 

Ver. 14. And the priest sJiall take some of the blood of the 
trespass-offering.] There stood two priests, as Mairaonides 
represents it, (in his treatise beforemcntioned, sect. 4.) 
ready to receive the blood of the lamb: one, in a holy 
vessel, with which he sprinkled the altar; the other, in his 
right hand, which he poured into his left; and then with 
the fore-finger of his right hand put it upon the right ear, 
&c. of him that was to be cleansed. 

And the priest shall put it upon the tip of the right ear of 
him that is to be cleansed, and upon the thumb of his rigJU 
hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot.] The priest 
standing within the court at the entrance of it, and the man 
standing still without, the man thrnst his head within the 
gate, and the priest put some of the blood which he held in 
his hand upon the tip of his right ear. After which, the 
man stretched out his right arm, and the priest put some 
Of the same blood upon the thumb of bit right hand; and 
next, his right leg, on the great toe of which he likewise 
put some more blood. Thus Maimonides in the same 
place. Where he saith, if the priest had put the blood 
upon the left ear, thumb, or toe, all had been of no effect. 
And he adds, (sect. 5.) that the blood was put upon half 
of the flap of his ear, and upon the whole breadth of the 
top of his thumb and great toe, for if he put it on the 
sides or beneath it was ineffectual. Which is Yery rea- 
sonable to believe, because there was no natural efficacy 
in these things to cleanse a leper; but it dopended wholly 
upon the will and pleasure of. God, which wa,s punctually 
therefore to be observed; that, by the exact performance 
of all these ceremonial signs (as Pcllicanus speaks) in the 
face of the church, all men might be satisfied that he was 
perfectly purified; and he might be publicly authorized to 
associate himself with the rest of God's people, and be no 
longer abominated by them for his impurity. For the 
signification of these ceremonies some think to have been, 
that he was restored to free communion with God, and with 
man. (See Exod. xxix. 20.) And Abarbinel looks upon 
them as a signification also, that the leprosy began in those 
parts of the body (which arc less fleshy and fat), and were 
now, therefore, particularly declared clean. But whatever 
the intcntion.of them was, there was a just and wiso reason, 
no doubt, for them; though at this distance from those 
ages, countries, and customs, &c. we may not bo able to 



and pour it into the palm of his own left hand.] Or,, as 
Maimonides saith, he might pour some of it into the left hand 
of the other priest, who sprinkled the blood at the altar. 

Ver. 16. And the priest sJiall dip his right finger in the 
oil, &c] The. fore^finger of his right hand, as the same 
Hebrew doctor observes. 

And shall sprinkle of the oil with his finger seven times 
before the Lord.] At every sprinkling he dipped his finger 
in the oil, and directed it towards the most holy place, where 
God dwelt: though, if it were not exactly directed to it, the 
same doctor saith, the sprinkling was good. 

Ver. 17. And.ofthe rest of the oil that is in his hand shall 
the priest put upon the tip of the right ear, &c] Then the 
priest returned to the man who was to be cleansed, upon 
the tip of whose ear, and thumb, and toe, he had put the 
blood of the trespass-offering, and put some of this oil 
upon that blood. Which seems to have been a token of 
forgiveness by the blood, and of healing by the oil. 

Ver. 18. And the remnant of the oil that is in the priest's 
hand he shall pour upon the. head of him that is to be cleansed.] 
Which one thing, if it were omitted, the leper was not 
cleansed. As for the rest of the log of oil, which* was hot 
all poured into his hand, but only some of it, (ver. 15.) that 
was distributed to the priests (as the same Maimonides 
observes), who alone might eat it in the court of the taber- 
nacle, as they did other holy things. But none might taste 
of it before the sprinkling, and other things beforemen- 
tioncd, were performed. If any man did he was beaten ; as 
he was who ate the holy things before the sprinkling of the 
blood. For that was a great profaneness for any person 
to take his portion before God had that which belonged 
unto him. 

And the priest shall make an atonement for him before the 
Lord.] This seems to suppose that the leprosy was inflicted 
as a punishment for some sin, which by this sacrifice was 
taken away. But the word make atonement doth not always 
signify the taking away sin; but sometimes merely making 
a thing fit for holy uses. Thus Moses is said to make an 
atonement for the altar, Exod. xxix. 36, 37. (See there.) 
And in the same sense may an atonement be said to be 
made for the leper by this sacrifice; which restored liim to 
be made partaker of the holy things offered at the altar. 
(See below, ver. 58.) 

Ver. 19. And the priest shall offer the sin-offering.] The 
other he-lamb, mentioned ver. 10. which was to be offered 
after the manner of the sin-offering for such offences (as 
Abarbinel understands it) as he knew he had committed. 

And make an atonement for him that is to be cleansed.] 
His atonement was begun by the trespass-offering, (ver. 18.) 
and was advanced by this ; which, Abarbinel thinks, was 
added, to make men .more cautious how they .contracted 
any sort of impurity, which would put them to great 
charges, before they were purged from it. For he could 
find no other reason, he saith, for the like sacrifices which 
were offered by him that had an issue, or had meddled with 
a menstruous woman, or had been defiled by the dead, or 
tasted swine's flesh, or any creeping thing. 

And afterward he shall kill the burnt-offering.] This be- 
ing a present to God himself, was not accepted, till, by 
the other offerings for trespass and sin, the, man was puri- 
fied. And this I take to be properly the Awpov, or gift, 



discover it, 
Ver. 15. And the priest shall take some of the log of oil, J mentioned by- our Saviour, Matt. viii. 4. 
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Vcr. 20. And the priest shall offer the burnt-offering and 
the meat-offering upon the altar.'] Thcro were so many 
offerings made, (o shew the greatness of his uncleanness, 
and now his perfect cure. Wo read of no meat-offering 
made with the two former sacrifices; but the three tenth- 
deals of fine flour (mentioned vcr. 10.) seem to signify, every 
one of these sacrifices, the trespass-offering, the sin-offering, 
and the burnt-offering, had its proportion of a tenth-deal of 
flour offered with it. But if we think the whole was ap- 
propriated to the burnt-offering, yet it was the same thing 
to the leper, whose cleansing cost him as dear one way as 
the other. Only by understanding it thus, thc.pricst, per- 
haps, had a greater reward for his pains ; if wc suppose he 
only burnt a handful upon the altar (as the manner was in 
these offerings), and had all the rest to his own use. (See 
chap, ii.ver.2, 3.) 

And the priest shall make an atonement, for him, and he 
shall be. clean,'] By this, his atonement was completed ; 
and he w T as made so perfectly clean, as. to bo admitted to 
be partaker of the altar, when peace-offerings were sacri-r 
ficed. .. 

By this very long process, through so many different 
rites, and for so many days, before men could be purified 
from a legal defilement in their bodies, was a plain instruc- 
tion to all persons of good sense, how much more difficult 
it would prove to cleanse their souls from those moral im- 
purities which they contracted, by long habits of sin: and 
what great pains must be taken both by the sinners them- 
selves, and by God's ministers, to root them out ; and with 
what repeated prayers the mercy of God towards them 
was to be implored, of which they ought not hastily to 
presume. 

Ver. 21. And if he be poor, and cannot get so much.] The 
Divine Goodness always made a merciful provision that 
his service should not be burdensome to men ; and there- 
fore took care the poor should not be charged with too 
costly sacrifices, and yet partake of the benefit of them as 
much as the rich. (See i. 14. 17. v. 11, &c.) 

He shall takeJ] After he had undergone etfl the purga- 
tions beforcmentioned, from the fourth verse of this chap- 
ter to the tenth, which continued for seven days together: 
for though his poverty excused him from such chargeable 
sacrifices, as others of greater ability were to offer, y£t he 
was to be at all the trouble and pains that others took for 
their purification ; there being not one of the rites before 
prescribed which is omitted in the following verses, only 
they were less expensive. 

One lamb for a trespass- offering.] It is not determined 
whether it should be a he-lamb or a ewe-lamb; and, there- 
fore, it was left indifferent, for the greater case of his po- 
verty ; only it was to be of theirs* year, and without ble- 
mish, as is prescribed ver. 10. 

To be waved.\ According to the directions given ver. 12. 

To make an atonement for him.] Which was effected by 
this, as >ycll as by a more valuable sacrifice ; when it was 
the best he had to offer. 

And one tenth-t[eal of fine flour, mingled with oil.] In- 
stead of three tenth-deals, w r hich the richer sort w f ere to 
offer, (ver. 10.) IJut if q. poor man had vowed he would 
offer all that is. prescribed in that verse, in case God would 
l^c pleased to cure him, he %ya§ bound thereby (as Mai- 
inonides says in thp forcnamccl treatise), and this smaller 
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sacrifice would not serve for his cleansing; but, by (lie help 
of his friends or neighbours, he was to procure all that 
he had vowed. 

And a log of oil] Tins is the same quantity, the better 
sort were to offer ; for oil was not dear in this country. 

Ver. 22. And two turtle-doves, or tiuo young pigeons.] 
Instead of the other two lambs, required of those who 
could provide them, (vcr. 10.) 

Such as he is able to get.] The best he -could procure ; 
but the meanest would be accepted, if he could get no better. 

And the one shall be a sin-offering, and the other a burnt- 
offering.] Neither of which was to be omitted, though the 
things offered were but mean : (see i. 14. v. 11.) it being 
necessary he should perform all religious services^ ac- 
cording to his ability. And I think the observation of Conr. 
Pellicanus is not absurd, that, though there was an ex- 
change made of two lambs for two turtle-doves, or two 
young pigeons, in consideration of a man's poverty; yet 
no person whatsoever, .whether rich jor poor, could be 
cleansed without the sacrifice of one lamb : which may well 
be looked upon as the figure of the Lamb of God, who 
alone taketh away the sins of the whole w r orld. 
. .Ver. 23. And he shall bring them on the eighth day.] This 
plainly suggests, that this poor man had done all that was 
prescribed on the seven days foregoing, as well as the rich. 

For his cleansing unto the priest, unto the door of the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation, &c] See ver. 10, 11, &e. where 
all that follows here, unto ver. 33. is explained : there being 
the same rites prescribed, and in the same words, about a 
poor man, which were used for the cleansing of the rich. 

Ver. 24. And the priest shall take the lamb of the tres- 
pass-offering.] See ver. 12. 

Ver. 25. And he shall kill the lamb.] See ver. 13. 

And shall take some of the blood of the trespass-offering, 
and put it upon the tip, &c] See this explained, vcr, 14. 

Ver. 26. And thepriest shall pour of the oil into the palm 
of his own left hand.] See ver. 15. It is not said either 
there' or here how much, but only some of the oil (as it is 
there translated), that is, as much as the priest thought 
would be sufficient. 

Ver. 27. And the priest shall sprinkle with his right fin- 
ger, &c] According to the directions given before, ver. 16. 

Ver. 28. And thepriest shall put of the oil that is in his 
hand upon the tip of the right ear, &c] Sec vcr. 17. 

Upon the place of the blood of the trespass-offering.] It 
being not said here, upon the blood of the trespass-offering, 
(as the words are ver. 17.) but upon the place of the blood; 
the Jews infer from thence, that if the blood laid upon the 
tip of the ear, thumb, or toe, were by any means wiped off, 
it was sufficient to lay the oil in the very place where the 
blood had been. So Maimonidcs, in the forenamed trea- 
tise, concerning those that wanted expiation, sect. 5. But 
that w T hich he there adds is very unreasonable; that if a 
man wanted the thumb of his right hand, or the great toe 
of his right foot, or the lap of his right ear, he could never 
be purified from his uncleanness. ' For it is not to be 
thought, that God would make his cleansing impossible, 
Tvho was maimed or defective in any of these parts: which 
had been to add one misery to another. Therefore, in this 
case, the blood and the oil might be put upon the parts next 
to these. 

Vcr. 39, And the rest of the oil that is in the priest's hand, 
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he shall put upon the head of him that is to becleansed, &c] 
Sec ver. 18. 

Ver. 30. And he shall offer the one of the turtle-doves, or 
of the young pigeons, such as he can get.] i. e. The best that 
he is able to procure. 

Ver. 31. Even such as he is able to get.] He repeats .it 
again, that the man might not be troubled if he was not 
able to procure the very best, provided he did his endea- 
vour to bring the hest that his estate could reach. 

The one for a sin-offering, and the other for a burnt-offer- 
ing, &c] See ver. 19, 20. 

. Ver. 32. TJiis n> the law of him in whom is the plague of 
leprosy.] Who was shut out of the camp, because of the 
leprosy, which formerly appeared in him. 

Whose hand is not able to get that which pertaineth to his 
cleansing.] Who is so poor that he cannot procure what is 
prescribed to those that are able to make such offerings as 
are beforementioncd, (ver. 10, &c.) for their reception into 
the congregation again, when they are found to be free from 
their leprosy. 

But here Maimonides puts this case: suppose a man, 
having brought the offering of the poor, suddenly becomes 
rich ; or, on the contrary, having brought a rich man's offer- 
ing, immediately becomes poor, what is to be done ? He 
answers ; if this happen before the sacrifice be finished, he 
is to proceed according to the state in which he was when 
his sin-offering was offered : that is, offer the sacrifice of a 
rich man, viz. another lamb, if he was then rich ; or the sa- 
crifice of a poor man, if he was then poor. 
- Ver. 33. And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto 
Aaron, saying.] Now he again speaks to them both con- 
junctly, (which he did not ver. 1.) as he had done xiii. 1. 
because Aaron and his sons were peculiarly concerned to 
judge concerning the leprosy in houses as well as in their 
inhabitants. 

Ver. 34. When ye come into the land of Canaan.] This 
seems to import that the leprosy did not infect their habita- 
tions, tiir they came into the land of Canaan. When some 
of the rabbins say, (as R. Levi Barzelonita observes, 
Praecept. clxxvii.) that God sent this plague for the good 
of the Israelites, into certain houses, that they being pulled 
down, the treasure which the Amorites had hidden there 
might be discovered. But this looks like one of their 
dreams, who are not willing to think themselves at any 
time out of the favour of God. 

. Which I give you for your possession.] From these words 
(and those in the conclusion of this verse, where Canaan 
is called the land of their possession), Moses bar Nachman 
draws a better conclusion; that the leprosy was a Divine 
stroke in this country, and no where else ; because it was 
a holy land, bestowed upon the Israelites by God, who 
dwelt here himself, and punished great offences against his 
Divine majesty with this sore disease; whereby he ba- 
nished them from his presence, till they amended. 

And I put the plague of leprosy upon a house,&c] These 
words seem to be a good ground to think, that this plague 
was a supernatural stroke: not like the contagion which 
now adheres to the house and clothes of those who have 
the pestilence. Thus Abarbinel understands it when he 
saith, I put the plague, it shews tho thing was "not na- 
tural, but proceeded from the special providence and plea- 
sure of the blessed God." And so the author of Sepher 
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Cosri: (par. ii. sect. 58.) " God inflicted this plague of le- 
prosy upon houses and garments, as a punishment for 
lesser sins; and ^yhen men continued still to multiply 
transgressions, then it invaded their bodies." So that it 
began in the houses, which were not infected by the inha- * 
bitants, but the inhabitants by the houses. And Maimo- 
nides will have this to have been the punishment of an evil 
tongue, i. e. of detraction and calumny ; which began in 
the walls of his house, and went no further, but vanished, 
if he repented of his sin. But if he persisted in his rebel- 
lious courses, it proceeded to his household-stuff: and if 
he still went on, it invaded his garments, and at last his 
body, (More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 47.) The very same is 
quoted by Muscatus, out of Midrash Ruth, to this sense : 
" That God is so very merciful, as not at first to inflict pu- 
nishment on men's bodies, as appears in the case of Job ; 
whose goods were first destroyed, and then his children, 
before his body was touched : and in the plagues of Egypt 
itself, whose vines and fig-trees**God smote, and then their 
cattle, before he killed their first-born. In the same man- 
ner, the plague of leprosy first invaded a man's habitation; 
though not the whole house, but some stones only, in tho 
beginning of it. Then it spread all over, till the house was 
pulled down. From thence it went to men's garments; 
and, if they did not amend, to their bodies; till in the issue 
they were shut out of the camp, from the company of their 
brethren." R. Levi Barzelonita explains it after the same , 
manner, in the place beforementioned. And Abarbinel 
thinks the end and intention of this miracle (as he calls it) 
"to be a caution and admonition from God, that the man 
might be converted from his sins: as if the stone in the 
wall had cried out, and the beam out of the timber answered 
it, (as Habakkuk speaks, ii. 11.) to the master of the house, 
saying, 'Turn unto the Lord thy God, O Israel: behold, 
the plague is come into thy house; arid if thou wilt not be 
converted, it shall abide upon thee and on thy children/ " 
And this he saith is the opinion of their rabbins. 

In a house;] They had no houses till they came into 
Canaan ; but dwelt in tents. 

Of the land of your possession.] The Jews were so fond 
of Jerusalem, that they have excepted it from this plague ; 
because, saith the forenamed R. Levi, Jerusalem was not 
divided among the tribes ; and, therefore, cannot be com- 
prehended under the name of their possession. This he had 
out of the Gemara of Bava kama, where this is reckoned 
among the ten privileges of the holy city; that it was not 
defiled with the plague of leprosy. (See Con. L'Empereur's 
annotations on Bava kama, cap. 7. sect. 7.) 

Ver.. 35. And he that owneth the house shall come and tell 
the priest, &c] As soon as any inhabitant (for he is meant 
by him that owneth the house) hat} a suspicion that this 
plague was in his dwelling, he was bound to give notice 
of it to the priest; or else was jn danger to incur a further 
punishment. 

Ver. 3G. Then the priest shall command that they etipty 
the house.] Of all the household-stuff: and that the inhabit- 
ants also should go out of it. 

Before the priest go into it to see the plague.] To see whe- 
ther that which the man suspected was the plague or not. 
- That all that is in the house be not made unclean.] Till 
the priest had given his judgment, all things in the house 
were accounted clean : as till a man was pronounced by 
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him to have a leprosy, nobody was bound to avoid his 
company. 

And afterward the priest shall go in to see the house."] 
When it was cleared of every thing that might hinder his 
exact inspection. 

Vcr. 37. And, behold, if the plague be in the toalls of the 
house.'] They were principally to be searched, together 
with the pavement, and the roof; where this plague ap- 
peared. 

With hollow strakes.] There was the same kind of mark 
of a leprosy in a house, that there was of it in the body of 
a man : for if a spot was deeper than the skin of the flesh, 
(xiii. 3.) it was a bad token: in like manner, when there 
were hollow or depressed strakes in the wall of a house, (or, 
as it is in the latter end of this verso, in sight lower than the 
wall), it was a sign of the leprosy, which began to corrode 
and cat into it. This seems to be the import of the Hebrew 
word schickharuroth, which signifies something that lies 
deep, and is sunk into the place where it is. For that is a 
more probable derivation of the word, from schakah, than 
that of Forsterus, who derives it from schakar, which signi- 
fies false. And so the LXX. translate it by the Greek word 
KoiXaSac, signifying the leprosy had so eaten into the stones, 
as to have pitted them (as we speak in our language), ?. e. 
made a cavity in them. Which the Jews justly looked upon 
as a thing very extraordinary; a miraculous effect (as Mai- 
monides calls it) of the Divine hand. 

Greenish or reddish.] Which was the mark of a leprosy 
in a garment, (xiii. 49.) 
■Ver. 38. Then the priest sliall go out of the house, to the 
door of the house.] Where he was to stay till he had seen 
the house shut up, that none might go into it, and thereby 
be endangered to be defiled. 

And shut it up seven days.] In which' time -he might be 
able to make a certain judgment, whether it was the le- 
prosy or not. (See xiii. 4.) For the plague would sooner 
appear when the house was not inhabited. 

Ver. 31). And the priest shall come again the seventh day, 
and shall look.] Make a new inspection, as he did when a 
man or a garment were suspected to have the leprosy, 
(xiii. 6. 51.) 

And, behold, if the plague be spread in the walls of the 
house.] This was a bad sign in a man's body or garment, 
(xiii. 5. 51.) 

Vcr. 40. Then the priest shall command that they take 
dway the stones in which the plague is.] As far as it was 
spread in the walls of the house; which it seems were ge- 
nerally made of stone, when they came to Canaan. Meaner 
houses, the Jews say, were not infected with the leprosy : 
nor a habitation called a house (as their doctors affirm) 
unless it had four walls of four cubits high, built of stones 
and timber, (ver. 45.) 

And they shall cast them into, an unclean place, without 
the city.] Where they threw their dung and all manner of 
filth/.* For such places there were without their cities ; as 
there were others where no manner of filth might be 
thrown; which were called clean places. (See iv. 12.) 

Ver. 41. And he shall cause the house to be scraped within 
round about, &c] All the rest of the walls, where no spots 
afe yet appeared, were to be scraped ; that if any of the con- 
tagion stuck to them, it might be taken away, and the 
spreading of it prevented. For which end these scrapings 



were also thrown out into tho «ftme unclean place where 
the stones were laid. 

Vei*. 42. A7id they shall take other stones, and put them 
in the place of those stones.] Put fresh untainted stones in 
the room of the other which were taken out of the walls. 

And he shall take other mortar, and plaster the house.] 
Command them to lay fresh plaster all over the walls, 
where they were scraped. 

Ver. 43. And if the plague come again, and break out in 
the house, &c. after he had taken away the stones, &c] If 
after all the forcmentioned care (of putting in new stones, 
scraping, and new plastering the walls) the same marks ap- 
peared again, which are mentioned ver. 37. the house was to 
be pulled down, as it is directed in the next verse but one. 

Ver. 44. Then the priest sliall come and look.] Upon no- 
tice given him; or, perhaps, he was bound to come after a 
certain time, and examine the state of it. 

And, behold, if the plague be spread hi the house, it is a 
spreading leprosy.] Of the same nature with that in a gar- 
. ment, which could not be stopped. (See xiii. 51.) 

It is unclean.] Incapable to be cleansed from the le- 
prosy, and therefore (as it follows) to be demolished. 
* Ver. 45. And he shall break down the house, the stones of 
it, and the timber thereof, and all the mortar of the house.] 
% This was a damage to the owner, but it was to prevent a 
greater unto him, and unto others : and was not done till 
there was no remedy. For if he had hearkened to the 
stones that cried out of the wall (as Abarbincl speaks), say- 
ing, Repent, and amend, &c. (which was the meaning of the 
plague) the infection would have spread no further. (See 
ver. 34.) The same author fancies, that this plague in their 
houses was an emblem of the idolatry they would exercise 
there, when they came into Canaan: and that the pulling 
down of their houses, was a sign of the destruction of the 
sanctuary itself, because of their iniquities. This seems to 
be something forced: but wc may not unfitly look, upon 
this manner of proceeding with their houses, when they 
were infected (some of thd stones whereof were taken out, 
&c. before all was pulled down), as a representation of 
God's proceedings with -them, when they rebelled against 
him : for, first, some of them were removed ; and then the 
whole nation, by degrees, very much impaired, before they 
were all carried captive out of their own land. 

And he shall carry them forth out of the city, .into an un- 
clean place.] Order them to be carried to the place, where 
the stones and the scrapings of ther house, mentioned ver. 
40, 41. were thrown. Which may well be looked upon as 
a figure of their being carried away for their wickedness 
into heathen countries, which in Scripture are called un- 
clean lands. Such the land of Canaan was before they came 
into it, (Ezra ix. 11.) and such were all people uncircum- 
cised, (Isa. lii. 1.) 

Ver. 46. Moreover, he that goeth into the house all the 
while that it is shut up, &c] If he did but enter within the 
door of the house, while it remained under a suspicion of 
being defiled, he contracted a defilement himself, under 
which he lay till night. Which strict care to keep the 
Israelites free from all such pollutions, is an admonish- 
ment to us (as Conradus Pellicanus well notes) to avoid all 
suspected places and company: according to the exhorta- 
tion of the apostle,.' "Abstain from all appearance of evil." 

Ver. 47. And he that lieth in the house sliall wash his 
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clothes.'] It sufficed for the cleansing of him that only en- 
tered into such a house, but made no stay there, to be. se- 
parated for a short time from society : but he that lay there 
all night, was to do more for his purification; being in more 
danger to bring away the infection, if there were any. 

And he that eateth in the house shall wash his clothes.] He 
that made a meal there was also exposed to danger, and 
therefore was bound to wash his clothes (which were very 
apt to catch the infection), though he did not stay so long 
as to lie there. 

Ver. 48. If the plague had not spread in the house, after 
it was plastered, then the priest shall pronounce the house 
clean.] Just as it was in the leprosy in men's bodies, or 
garments, (xiii. 6. 53.) 

Because the plague is healed.] A stop being put to its 
progress, it was a sign the house was free from the plague, 
of which it was suspected. 

Ver. 49. And he shall take to cleanse the house two birds, 
and cedar-wood^ and scarlet, and hyssop.] The very same 
rites are used for the cleansing of a house, which were ap- 
pointed for the cleansing of man, (ver. 4.) And the reason 
of it was, as Abarbinel well conjectures, to denote that 
the house was smitten for the man's sake; who was to loot 
upon himself as saved and preserved by the Divine mercy. 
It is not said here, indeed, that these two birds should be 
alive and clean, (as is directed ver. 4. x but that is necessa- 
rily understood; for he is ordered immediately to kill one 
of the birds, and let the other fly away (as in the former 
case), and nothing unclean could be of effect to cleanse a 
man from uncleanncss. 

Ver. 51. And he shall take the cedar-wood, and the hys- 
sop, &c] This whole verse is explained before, ver. 6. 
which differs not from this in any thing; but only that the 
living bird is there mentioned in the first place, and here in 
the last: and in this verse is more distinctly declared, that 
all these things should be dipped wt the blood of the slain 

bird, and in the running water. 

Ver. 52. And he shall cleanse the house with the blood of 
the bird, &c] There is nothing to be observed here, more 
than before, but only this, that the house is said to be 

cleansed by the living bird, as well as by the blood of that 

which was slain : its flying away being a declaration the 

house was free for any man's habitation. Thus the scape- 
goat, which was let run into the wilderness, took away the 

sins of the people, as well as the goat offered at the altar. 

(See xvi. 5.) 

Ver. 53. And he shall let go the living bird out of the city 

into the open field.] This justifies what the Jewish doctors 

say upon ver. 7. (See there.) 
And make an atonement for the house.] An atonement 

was made for the house, no otherway than for the altar, (sec 

upon ver. 18.) by cleansing it so as to make it fit for any 

man to dwell in it. 

' And it shall be clean.] The owner (who was commanded 

to forsake the house, ver. 3G.)- or any one else, might re- 
turn to it, and inhabit it, as before it was suspected to have 

the plague in it. 

Ver. 54. TJiis is the law for all manner of plagues, and le- 
prosy, and scall.] The rule whereby to judge and to cleanse 

all leprosies in the bodies of men ; and that leprosy in the 

head or the beard, called a scall, (xiii. 30—38.) 
Ver. 55, 56. And for the leprosy of a garment, and of a 

' Digitized by, Microsoft ® 



house, and for a raising, &c] The foregoing verse and 
these two, are a recapitulation of the laws delivered in the 
thirteenth chapter and in this. 

Ver. 57. To teach when it is unclean, and when it is clean.] 
To guide the priest in judgment when to pronounce a man, 



a garment, or a house, infected with the leprosy; or when 
to declare them free from it. 

This is the law of leprosy.] Here is a conclusion of what 
belongs to this matter. . Which profane minds, who love 
to disparage the Holy Scripture, and admire no ancient 
authors but such as Homer, Virgil, and Plautus, (to use 
the words of Pellicanus upon ver. 39.) may deride as un- 
worthy to be made a part of a Divine law. But men better 
disposed may discern herein the great goodness of God to 
the Israelites, whom he had adopted for his peculiar peo- 
ple, in taking care to give them precepts about all manner 
of things, which were many ways profitable both for the- 
regulating their manners and preserving their health; and 
accustoming them to an exact obedience to him in every 
thing. And who doth not see that by these external rites 
and ceremonies he admonishes us to keep pure consciences/ 
void of offence both towards God and men, in a strict ob- 
servance of all the rules of our most holy religion ? 

CHAP. XV. 

Ver. 1. JjLND the Lord spake unto Moses and to Aaron, 
saying.] For Aaron was particularly concerned to see 
these laws observed, as well as the foregoing. " 

Ver. 2. Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto 
them.] Moses, it is likely, first delivered these laws* to 
them, in the presence of Aaron; who afterward instructed 
and exhorted them to the observance of them. 

When any man hath a running issue.] He speaks of that 
disease which physicians call a gonorrhoea; which com- 
monly proceeded from an ill course of life, and had in 
those countries a great virulency in it. If it proceeded 
merely from some strain in the backi by carrying too great 
a burden, or by violent leaping, (and several other natural 
causes, which Maimonides enumerates in his Mechuss. 
Kapparah, cap. 2.) the man was not defiled with it, nor con- 
cerned in this law. And therefore the causes from whence 
it proceeded were diligently to be considered, as Maimo- 
nides there admonishes; which might be discerned by 
such effects, as made it a very nasty and offensive disease 
in those hot countries, as it is sometimes here in these 
colder climates. 

Out of his flesh.] The word flesh signifies the secret parts, 
as it doth Gen. vi. 10. xvii. 13. Ezek. xvi. 2G. and other 
places. 

Because of his issue he is unclean.] Upon that account 
alone he was to be kept from the sanctuary, and separated 
from company* (See ver. 31.) 

Ver. 3. And this shall be his uncleanness in his issue.] 
The rule whereby to judge of it. 

Whether the flesh run with his issue, or his flesh be stopped 
from his issue, it is his uncleanness.] Whether there were a 
continued distillation of the corrupt matter, or it was so 
coagulated as to stop in the passage: cither way, it made 
the man unclean. 

Be stoppedfrom his issue.] Rather, with his isme; as thd 
Hebrew words will bear. 
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Ver. 4. Every bed whereon he lieth that hath the issue is 
unclean: and every thing Whereon he sitteth, &c] This and 
the following verses unto ver. 13. are a demonstration that 
this disease made a man legally unclean to a very high de- 
gree:, being so offensive, that not only every thing he 
touched became unclean, but whosoever touched such things 
was made unclean also. There is little in them that needs 
any explication ; the only difficulty was, to know whether 
a man laboured under this disease. Which was not wholly 
left unto his conscience to determine; but his counte- 
nance discovered it: the continual flux making a great al- 
teration in the whole habit of his body. For virulent gonor- 
rhoeas sometimes last several years (as Tho. Bartholinus 
saith, he knew one that had it ten years, and was reduced 
to skin and bone), being frequently accompanied with in- 
flammations and ulcers in the neighbouring parts, from 
which the filthy humour flows,. (Bartholin. Hist. Anatom. 
Cent. ii. Hist, xxxvi.) . , \ 

Ver. 5. And whosoever toucheth his bed.] Upon which 
he hath lain. 

.Shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself in water; and 
be unclean until the even:] Which was the law in other 
cases, when men had touched an unclean thing, (xi. 23.) 

Ver. G. And he that sitteth on any thing whereon he sat 
that hath the issue,'] Though he did but just sit down, and 
did it ignorantly; presently rising up again as soon as he 
knew his error; he became defiled, and might not go to 
the sanctuary till he was purified, by washing his clothes 
and himself in water. 

Ver. 7. And he that toucheth the flesh of him that hath 
the issue.] That is, any part of his body. 
. ' Ver. 8. And if he that hath the issue spit upon him that 
is clean, 8cc] By the same reason, if he blowed his nose 
upon htm it defiled him. * 

Then he shall wash his clothes.] i. e. The man upon whom 
the spittle fell. 

Ver. 9. And what saddle soever he rideth upon, &c] By 
the same reason that the seat he sat upon was defiled, 
(ver. 4.) 

Ver. 10. And whosoever toucheth any thing that was 
under him, &c] Either the saddle, or any thing else that 
was under him w r hen he rode. ' 

And he that beareth any of those things, &c] Removeth 
them from one place to another ; though it be to carry them 
out of the way, that others may not be defiled by them un- 
awares. 

Ver. 11. And whomsoever he toucheth that hath the issue 
(and hath not rinsed his hands in water) he shall wash, &c] 
lit is somewhat doubtful, whether these words (hath not 
washed his* hands in water) belong to him that had the 
issue, or to him that his hands touched. Most understand 
it of the former, that if the man who had an issue touched 
any other man, and had not first washed his hands, that 
man whom he touched should be defiled. But the Syriac 
takes it to refer to the man that was touched by him, who, 
if he did not immediately wash his hands with water, was 
to be cleansed after a more laborious manner, by washing 
his clothes, and bathing himself in water. But I do not 
see how washing of his hands could cleanse him; when 
the man that had the issue touched, perhaps, some other 
part of his body. 

Ver. 12. And the vessel of earth that he toucheth, which 



hath the issue, shall be broken &c.] That it might not be 
employed hereafter to any use. (See xi. 33. vi. 18.) 

And every vessel ofivood shall be rinsed in water.] Such 
vessels were not broken, but only well washed, because 
they were not so easily made as the other, and were of 
more value. There are so many washings prescribed here, 
and on other occasions, that it is reasonable to believe 
there Mere not only at Jerusalem, and in all other cities; 
but in every village, several bathing-places contrived for 
these legal purifications, that men might, without much 
labour, be capable to fulfil these precepts. And one can- 
not but think that such frequent washings were enjoined, 
to admonish them how carefully they ought to preserve 
purity of heart and life. 

Ver. 13. And when he that hath an issue is cleansed of his 
issue.] It having ceased for some time. 

. Tixen he shall number to himself seven days for his cleans* 
ing.] That there might be sufficient proof made whether 
the issue was stopped ; that is, he was really cured. 

And wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh.] In the con- 
clusion of the seventh day. 

• In running xuaterJ] i. e. Spring-water (as we speak), 
which was most pure.- River-water was the same, which 
comes from springs. 

And shall be clean.] So that he might keep company 
with his neighbours, but not have communion with God at 
the sanctuary, till after. the following sacrifices were offer- 
ed: for, if in the end of the seventh day, after his washing, 
the flux returned again, all this labour was lost, and ho 
was to stay seven days more, as Maimonides observes in 
his treatise on this subject, cap. 3. 

.Ver. 14. And on the eighth day.'] If he continued freo 
from the flux, after his washing on the seventh day, in the 
evening. 

He shall take to him two turtle-doves, or two young pi- 
geons.] These were the sacrifices appointed for the meaner 
sort of people, who were not able to be at the chargo of a 
lamb, or other sacrifices of the flock or herd, (v. 7. xii. 8.) 
And perhaps the great trouble the man had endured, and 
given others, while he laboured under this disease, might 
be considered so far as to put him to as little charge as 
might be for his purification. 

And come before the Lord, unto the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation.] But not into the court of tho Israel- 
ites, till his sacrifices were offered. 

Ver. 15. And the priest shall offer them, the one for a sin- 
offering, and the other for a burnt-offering.] As in the case 
of a poor leper, (xiv. 31.) who was bound also to offer a 
trespass-offering of greater value. 

And the priest shall make an atonement for him bqfore 
the Lord, for his issue.] Perfectly restore him to partake 
of holy things, of which he was debarred while he had his 
issue. And here it may be fit to observe, that the greater 
part of all the legal [defilements depended upon the seat 
or place of the Divine Majesty, (as the author of Sepher 
Cosri speaks, par. iii. sect. 49.) whose presence there made 
their country be called the holy land, and was the ground 
of all these injunctions about cleanliness: to which, he 
thinks, they have no obligations at this day, now that they 
live in an unclean land (i. e. among us gentiles), and want 
the presence of the Divine Majesty among them. 

Ver. 1G. And if any mans seed of copulation.] Though 
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the holy writers speak very plainly of some things, that we 
think it not so modest to name in that manner; yet it is 
observable, on the other hand, that in things of the same 
nature, they use circumlocutions to express them, which 
we stick not to speak of in blunter words. As when they 
say, the water of the feet, meaning urine; and call going 
to stool, uncovering of the feet; which shews that it is no- 
thing but the vast difference of times and places, which 
makes that language seem uncivil to us, that was not so to 
them; and, on the contrary, made them very cautious in 
their expressions, where we think it unnecessary. 

Go out from him.'] Involuntarily; in his sleep, or other- 
wise, which the Hebrews call Jceri, i.e. accidental. 

Then he shall wash all his flesh with water, and be un- 
clean until the even.] This was one of the smallest legal 
pollutions, from which they were soon cleansed without 
any sacrifice ; and which some of them think did not oblige 
them to wash, unless they intended to go to the sanctuary. 
But though that opinion be not true, yet this rite had such a 
respect to the sanctuary, that now they have none, they do 
not think themselves bound to use it on sucli occasions. 

Ver. 17. And every garment, and every skin, &c.]. These 
things were made so unclean by such accidents, that they 
might not be used the next day, nor till they were washed. 

Ver. 18. Tlie woman also with whom man shall lie with 
seed of copulation.'] It is no wonder the holy writers speak 
so plainly of these matters, being men of great simplicity, 
free from all wantonness, commonly far advanced in years; 
among whom marriage and a numerous issue were ac- 
counted the greatest blessings, and therefore coveted by 
all, and renounced by none. 

They shall both bathe themselves in water, &c J There is 
no sort of pollution in the act of marriage, which is of God's 
own institution, but what this law made: and the law made 
it, as Theodoret thinks, that the trouble of such constant 
purification after it, might preserve them from the immo- 
derate use of it. So those words of his signify, KcXeua 
K<xda[pE<j%ai, iva fcwAup tiiq avvovaiag to ffuve^ic* 17 Trtpi rfjv 
KaZagaiv cwxoXia, (Qucest. XX. in Levit.)' 

Ver. 19. And if a woman have an issue, and her issue in 
Jier flesh be blood.] In the Hebrew the words run much 
clearer; and a woman when she shall have an issue of blood, 
and her issue be in her flesh. The latter part of which are 
added, to distinguish this from bleeding at the nose, or 
from the hemorrhoids (which did not pollute any body); 
for the word flesh here signifies, as it doth ver. 2. 

Slie shall be put apart seven days.] From her husband, 
and from the sanctuary: to which these sorts of unelean- 
ness have a peculiar respect, as I before noted. And 
Maimonides here, not unfitly, observes, that whereas the 
Zabii accounted a man polluted if he did but speak with a 
menstruous woman, or if the wind, which came from the 
quarter where she was, blew upon him ; God only required 
her not to meddle with holy things, nor to approach to the 
sanctuary. Otherwise she might eat all manner of common 
meat, and perform all domestic offices for her husband, as 
formerly; only not lie with him while she remained in this 
condition. So he explains this, More Nev. par. iii. cap. 47, 

And whosoever toucheth her shall be unclean until the 
even.] If they were grown persons, as Menochius well ob- 
serves ; for infants were excepted from this pollution, by 
their age and the necessities of nature. The same is ob- 



served by Maimonides, in the chapter forenamed ; that the 
more frequent any of these uncleannesses were, the greater 
and longer purifications were required. As touching of a 
dead body, especially of friends and neighbours, being the 
most usual, it could not be cleansed but by the ashes of 
the red heifer (which were not easily had), and not till 
seven days were passed. In like manner, fluxes and men- 
struous pollutions, because they oftener happened, and 
were more grievous than touching the unclean, those there- 
fore that laboured under them, had need of seven days* pu- 
rification ; but they that touched them, of one day only, be- 
fore they became clean. 

Ver. 20. And every thing that she lieth upon in her sepa- 
ration shall be unclean, &c] The very same sort of un- 
cleanness was contracted in this case, as in the foregoing, 
ver. 4, &c. For if we believe some authors, it might not 
only be properly called her sickness; but such an one as 
had some infection in it (at least something offensive) in 
those hot countries. (See Pliny, lib.vii.5. andlib.xxviii.2.) 

Ver. 21. And whatsoever toucheth her bed, &c] This and 
the two following verses contain the very same prohibition 
in this ease, which were given in the other. (Seever.5,C,&c.) 

Ver. 24. If a man lie with her at all.] i. e. Unwittingly, 
not knowing in what condition she was : for if he did it 
knowingly, both of them were liable to be cut off, (xx. 18.) 

He shall be unclean seven days.] As having contracted 
one of the greatest sorts of uncleanness, (ver. 19.) For 
though this flux was natural and beneficial, and therefore 
could have no Sort of uncleanness in it but what was made 
by this law: yet there was a great reason for the keeping 
men from the company of women in this condition, if lepro- 
sies, and such-like diseases, were thereby propagated, as 
Theodoret says some think ; $>am yap rtvtg, Ik rfjc rotavTt\g 
avva<j>dag, teal Awj3rjv kcl\ Xi-rrpav envoy tvvaaSai, &C. Espe- 
cially since they were so libidinous a people (as he de- 
scribes them, in words of a very bad signification), that it 
was highly necessary to lay such restraints upon them; 
and to make even involuntary pollutions very penal, that 
they might learn on ttoXXoJ paWov hayq lfco6<na 5 that all 
wilful uncleannesses were far more detestable. 

Ver. 25. And if a ivoman have an issue of blood many 
days out of the time of her separation, &c] As before he 
spoke of the natural course of the blood, so here of a dis- 
ease; which Procopius Gazseus calls malum immedicabile, 
an incurable evil. So it sometimes proved, as appears by 
the story of the woman in the gospel, whose case this was, 
(Matt. ix. 20.) 

All the days of the issue of her uncleanness shall be as the 
days of her separation.] She was to be in the same condi- 
tion with the woman mentioned ver. 19. who was put apart 
seven days ; i. e. as long as her uncleanness lasted. Which 
made the case of those that laboured under this infirmity 
very lamentable, because it continued in some many years. 

Ver. 26. Every bed whereon she lieth all the days of her 
issue shall be unto her as the bed of her separation, &c] 
Like the bed and the seat of her mentioned ver. 20. 

Ver. 27. And whosoever toucheth these things shall be nn- 
clean, &e.] As in the case forementioned ver. 21. 

Ver. 28. But if she be cleansed of her issue.] Cured of 
her disease. 

. Then shall she number to herself seven days.*] For a trial 
whether it was a perfect cure or not. 
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After that.] If there were no return of the flux. 
She shall be clean.] So as to be restored to common con- 
versation : bat not to the sanctuary, till the following obla- 
tions were made. 

Ver. 21). And on the eighth day she shall take unto her 
two turtles, or two young pigeons, &c] The same sacrifices 
which were prescribed in the case of a man who was cured 
of an issue, (ver. 14.) And this relates only to the extra- 
ordinary flux, out of or beyond the usual course of nature, 
(ver. 25.) for it would have been too burdensome unto some 
persons, if they had been bound to offer thus once a month. 
Ver. 30. And the priest shall make an atonement for her 
before the Lord, &c] See ver. 15. 

Ver. 31. Thus shall ye separate the children of Israel 
from their uncleanness.] Take care that they separate them- 
selves; by instructing them, when they are under any of 
the forenamed impurities, to observe the directions now 
given. Thus the LXX. and the Vulgar Latin understand 
these words. 

That they die not in their uncleanness.] Lest I punish 
them with death, if they approach unto my sanctuary, hav- 
ing any of the foremeiitioned uncleannesses upon them. 

Wlien they defile my tabernacle that is among them.] This 
shews what is meant by separation and putting apart in 
the foregoing' verses : which was principally from the taber- 
nacle where God dwelt. Out of respect to which, and to 
preserve their due regard to it (that is, to God himself), all 
these cautions were given, as I observed before,' ver, 15. 
of this chapter. And see chap. xii. ver; 4. what I noted 
out of Maimonides, who discourses excellently on this sub- 
ject, in his More Nevoch. (par. iii. cap. 47.) where he ob- 
serves, that there could not well be a more notable means 
contrived, to maintain a holy fear and reverence to the 
Divine Majesty upon their minds, than to forbid every per- 
son that was any way polluted to come unto his sanctuary. 
For there were so many sorts of pollutions, made by the 
law, that it was very hard to avoid falling under some of 
them : and, consequently, a business of great care, circum- 
spection and labour, to approach, as they ought/into the 
Divine presence. For if a man escaped defilement by a 
dead body, yet he could not easily avoid being defiled by 
some of the eight creeping things, which he might chance 
to tread upon ; or might fall on his meat, or his drink : and 
if he escaped these, yet he might be defiled involuntarily 
by the means mentioned here, (ver. 16.) or by touching a 
menstruous woman, or one that had a flux of blood ; or, at 
least, by touching their beds, their seats, or something be T 
longing to them, &c. All which kept a man from the sanc- 
tuary ; which he could not enter therefore when he pleased, 
but was to stay a certain time before he could be admitted 
to worship God there ; and not then neither, till he had 
washed himself, f f By all which actions, reverence, affec- 
tion, and devotion, were preserved to the sanctuary; and 
men were, excited to great humility, which in this was prin- 
cipally regarded." 

Ver. 32. This is the law of him tliat hath an issue, &c] 
In this and the next verse, ho recapitulates the matter of 
this chapter: as he did in the latter end of the foregoing 
sum up t\\6 contents of that. 

Vcr.33. And of him that hatji an issue, of the man and of 
the woman.] Even of the person that hath an issue, whether 
it be man or wopian, &c. 



CHAP. XVI, 

Ver.l. Ji-ND the Lord spake unto Moses, after the death 
of the two sons of Aaron.] This chapter would have natu- 
rally followed the tenth chapter, whero the death of Ihoso 
two persons is related, if that had not occasioned the in- 
serting some other laws about uncleanness, (see preface to 
chapter xi.) which being delivered, Moses now goes on to 
give direction about the great sacrifice, in which the whole 
nation was concerned : as he treated of lesser and common 
sacrifices in the beginning of the book. 

When they offered before the Lord, and died.] See x. 1. 
This is mentioned again, to make the priests careful, not 
only to sacrifice unto the Lord alone, but after such a man- 
ner as he ordered. 

Ver. 2. Speak unto thy brother Aaron, tltat he come not 
at all times into the holy place, within the veil] Into the 
holy place without the veil, he, or some of the other priests* 
were bound to go every day, morning and evening, when 
they offered incense : but into this, as none of them might 
go at all, so he not at all times, when he went into .the other; 
but only upon one particular occasion, which is mentioned 
here in this chapter. 

Before the mercy-seat, which is upon the ark J] This being 
the place of God's special presence, nono might enter into 
it but his principal minister ; and he no oftener than the 
Divine Majesty allowed ; which was only once a year, (it 
appears from ver. 29.) when he offered the great sacrifice 
here prescribed. And so much was intimated to Moses 
before, (Exod. xxx. 10.) And the Jews add, that on this 
day of the year he might go in but four times ; once to burn 
incense ; a second time to sprinkle the blood of the bullock ; 
then to sprinkle the blood of the goat; and lastly, to fetch 
out the censer, wherein he burnt incense. If he went in a 
fifth time, he died for his presumption, as they say; parti- 
cularly R. Levi Barzel. (Prsecept, eclxxxvi.) Such sacred 
places the gentiles had in some countries, which, accord- 
ing to this pattern, were opened only once a year. Parti- 
cularly Pausanias mentions, in his Boeotica, the temple of 
Dindymene : which they thought it was not lawful to open 
more than one day in the year : Mi£ 8* £0* i^urtov etwv yfxlpq, 
teal ov iriga rb Uobv avotyeiv vojilKovai. And the same he 
saith of another, in the same book; and in his Eliaca, of 
the temple of Orcus, 'Avblyvvrai fxtv awali kclW hog tcatrrov, &C . 
It is opened once every year. (See Dr. Outranks excellent 
book De Sacrificiis, lib. i. cap. 3.) 

Lest he die.] As his sons had done for their presumption, 
in offering Math other fire than God allowed. In the'like 
danger Aaron himself had been, if he had come into the 
Divine presence without his leave, and without such cau- 
tion as is given ver. 13. which is the reason of this order 
here delivered to Moses, and by him to Aaron, for the pre- 
vention of any such dangerous mistake. 

For I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy-seat.] That 
was God's own dwelling-place, where his glory appeared ; 
into which, therefore, none might enter, but when he ap- 
pointed, and as he directed. The only difficulty is, what 
is meant by the cloud, wherein ho saith he will appear on 
the mercy-seat. One would think he meant, as usually, the 
cloud wherein the Divine Glory resided, (Exod. xl. 34, 35. 
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1 Kings viii. 10, 11.) But the cloud seems to have been on 
the outside of the tabernacle; and within a glory, or great 
splendour, only unclouded. And therefore most, I think, 
understand this of the smoke of the incense, that the high- 
priest burnt when he entered into the most holy place; 
which was the cloud wherewith the mercy-seat was then 
covered, (ver. 13.) And there is great reason for this opi- 
nion : for if there had been a cloud in the most holy place, 
over the mercy-seat, before the high-priest entered, what 
need had there been to make a new cloud of smoke, (as 
he is ordered ver. 13.) when the Divine Glory was suffi- 
ciently obscured already? Besides, in the place before- 
mentioned, (Exod. xl.) the cloud y as I now observed, is said 
to be without the tabernacle, and to cover it; the glory 
only being within : and in the other place of the book of 
Kings, (and 2 Chron. v. 13, 14.) it is said only to fill the 
house of the Lord, i. e. the body of the temple : but not to 
be settled upon the mercy-scat. Where we may very well 
doubt whether there was any cloud or not; but only the 
Divine Glory. The only ground that 1 can see for it is, that 
God is said there to dwell in thick darkness: which seems 
to import, that the Divine Glory was wrapped up in a cloud. 
But, however that be expounded, these words, which we 
here translate, I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy- 
seat, may very well be rendered, I toill be approached in 
a cloud, (i. e. of incense.) For so this word we translate 
appear is used Exod. xxiii. 15. not for God's appearing to 
to them, but for the people's appearing before him : and 
this sense the thirteenth verse seems to enforce, as Cam- 
pegius Vitringa hath observed, lib. i. Observ. Sacr. cap. 11. 

Ver. 3. Thus shall Aaron come into the holy place.] As 
he might come into it only once a year; so then with such 
preparation, and in such a manner, as is here prescribed. 
And the Jews say, that he was separated from his own 
house and family seven days before, and dwelt apart from 
them in a chamber of the temple ; that he might the better 
prepare himself for the offices of this day, by sprinkling the 
blood of the daily sacrifice, burning incense, and such-like 
things. And lest he should be either ignorant of his duty 
(as some proved, in the latter end of their state, when the 
high-priesthood was bought for money), or forgetful, the* 
Sanhedrin sent some to read before him the rites of this 
day ; who adjured him also to perform every thing accord- 
ing to God's command. The night before also they let 
him eat but little, that no accident in the night might make 
him unfit to officiate the next day; and that he might awake 
the sooner, and begin the service of the day betimes, as 
they did upon all great solemnities. All this, and a great 
deal more, is related in Codex Joma, cap. 1. And Mr. Sel- 
den, likewise, hath observed, out of Sepher Schcbat Jchuda, 
with what a magnificent pomp the high-priest was con- 
ducted from his own house when he went. to the temple, 
seven days before this day of atonement, accompanied by 
the king and the whole Sanhedrin, the royal family, and 
the whole choir of priests, &c. (lib. iii. de Synedr. cap. 11. 
n. 7.) Something like this was the triumph wherein our 
blessed high-priest, Christ Jesus, was conducted to Jeru- 
salem, five days before he offered himself there, for the sins 
of the whole world, (John xii. 1. 12, 13.) 

With a young bullock for a sin-offering.] To bo offered 
for himself and for his family, as appears from ver. 6. 
For no other sacrifice was allowed for the sin of the high- 



priest (though it were dubious), but only a young bullock", 
(iv. 2, 3.) 

And a ram for a burnt-offering.] Which accompanied 
the sin-offering at his consecration, (viii. 18.) But first of 
all the morning sacrifice was offered, with the additionals 
usual on this day (as the Jews say), viz. a bullock, a ram, 
and seven lambs, all for burnt-offerings. 

Ver. 4. He shall put on the holy linen coat, &c] There 
were eight garments belonging to the attiro of the high- 
priest: four of which are here mentioned, which the Jews 
call his white garments; and four more mentioned Exod. 
xxviii. 4. which they call the golden garments; because 
there was a mixture of gold in them; whereas these were 
all made of fine linen. Upon other days, when the high- 
priest officiated, he was bound to put them on all (not one , 
of the eight being wanting); but on this day, when he went 
into the most holy place, he put on only those four, which 
. w r ere the habit of the ordinary priests as well as his. : This, 
some conceive, was in token of humility, because this day 
was appointed for confession of sins, and repentance, &c. 
Upon which account they imagine, also, these linen gar- 
ments were coarser than those which he wore everyday 
with his golden garments. But all the Jews agree, that 
these garments, which he wore on the day of expiation, 
were made of the purest and most precious linen of all 
other: which they call (in Massechet Joma, cap. 3.) fine 
linen ofPelusium, which was a city in Egypt, famous for 
the richest and whitest linen, as our Sheringham shews (in 
his notes on that treatise) out of Pliny and Silius Italicus. 
And if we may believe the Talmudists, as the high-priest 
put on fine linen of Pelusium in the morning of this day, 
so he put on fine linen of India (i. e. in their language, of 
Ethiopia or Arabia, as Braunius observes, lib. i. de Vest. 
Sacerd. cap. 7. n. 9.) in the evening of it; which was not of 
much less value than the other. And this is not disagree- 
able to Moses, who saith God commanded the priest's gar- 
ments to be made for glory and beauty, (Exod. xxviii. 2.) 
And therefore the high-priest appeared, even upon this day, 
in a splendid and noble habit; which was not inconsistent 
with inward humility and lowliness of mind; whereby the 
comely and beautiful performance of God's service was 
not to be obstructed. For whereas, upon other days, the 
high-priest washed his hands and his feet in the brazen 
laver; on this day, if we may believe the Jews, he washed 
them in a vessel of gold, as the same Braunius observes 
out of Massechet Joma, cap. 4. There arc those who 
fancy the high-priest went into the most holy placc^with 
the ephod and breast-plate, whereon were the names of 
the children of Israel: but that is quite contrary to what 
Moses here delivers, who mentions no other garments but 
these of fine linen which he wore upon this day; no, not 
when he went into the holy place, (ver. 23.) And the Hebrew 
doctors all thus understand Jt, as Mr. Sclden shews out of 
them and Josephus, (lib. ii. de Succession, in Pontific. 
Hebraeor. cap. 7. p. 250.) 

Yet the Roman church hath grounded a solemn prac- 
tice upon the forcmentioned fancy; the priests, and bishops 
too, being wont on Good Friday to minister only in the ' 
habit of deacons, while they are reading or singing the 
office of the passion; but when they come to the sacrifice 
of the mass (as they call it), then they put on richer vest- 
ments, proper to their order. Which is a mistaken imita- 
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tion of the ceremonies under the law, upon this great day 
of atonement; when the high-priest never put on any of his 
golden garments for the service of it. 

And he shall have the linen breeches upon his flesh.] To 
cover his secret parts. For the word flesh is to be under- 
stood here as in xv. 2. 

And shall be girded with the linen girdle, and ivith the 
linen mitre, &c] These two, with the two foregoing, make 
up the four white garments: which might possibly, as the 
Jews say, be made of the finest and richest linen that could 
be got, that the high-priest might appear splendid in the 
simplest habit wherein lie ministered. But it is evident he 
was not allowed to appear in those garments which were 
wrought with gold, and scarlet, and blue, and purple, 
(Exod. xxviii. G. 8, &c.) because such very sumptuous 
apparel, it must be acknowledged, was not so suitable to 
the service of the day. On which the high-priest (as the 
Hebrew gloss notes upon this place) did not so much put 
on the person of a patron, as of an accuser; confessing 
their sins before God, and begging pardon for them. 

These are holy garments.] To be used only when he 
ministered in the sanctuary, (Exod. xxviii. 2.) 

Therefore he shall ivash his flesh in water, and so put 
them <?n.] There was no need, upon other days, to wash 
more than once, in the beginning of Divine service; but 
on this great day he washed five times, as oft as he shifted 
his garments, and went from one ministry to another; as, 
appears in part from ver. 23, 24. where see what I have 
observed. Hero be seems to speak of his washing after 
he had offered the morning sacrifice, &c. in his golden gar- 
ments: and then began the service of the day in these 
white garments alone. 

Ver. 5. And he shall take of the congregation of the 
children of Israel.] The former sacrifices (ver. 3.) were for 
himself: these for all the people. 

Two kids of the goat for a sin-offering.'] These two goats 
made but one sin-offering; which is described more largely 
and particularly, ver. 8 — 10. The former, perhaps, which 
was sacrificed to the Lord, was to procure those good 
things which they had forfeited by their sins : and the 
other (the scape-goat, as we translate it) to avert those 
evils which they had deserved : for the name that is com- 
monly given it by the Greeks, signifies its power to turn 
away punishments. Or the simple reason of it might be, 
that the Israelites, by this double sacrifice (for both were 
presented before the Lord), might be the more fully satisfied 
of the expiation of their sins. There is the like example 
before of two birds appointed for the cleansing of a leper's 
house; one of which only was killed, the other let fly away; 
but both of them are said to cleanse the house, and to be 
for qtonement, (xiv. 49. 52, 53.) In which some of the 
ancient fathers thought they saw a notable type of our 
Lord Christ. Whose sacrifice, as it was prefigured by all 
the legal sacrifices, (for the paschal lamb itself was a type 
of him sacrificed for us, 1 Cor. v. 7.) so by this more es- 
pecially ori the day of expiation. Which was of greater 
and more universal efficacy than all the rest, and therefore 
represented him n^ore fully than the other did. Insomuch, 
that these two goats jpined in one sacrifice, may be thought 
to represent one Christ, consisting of two natures. For 
since it wa$ not possible, as Theodoret expresses it, to 
adumbrate both the " rb Svrjr&y, koi rb aSavarov, that which 



was mortal, and that which was immortal in Christ; he 
commanded two to be brought, Iva 6 fitv Suo/isvoc, rig <rap- 
koc rb -rraSirrbv 7rpoTU7r<J<rp. 6 S£ tnroXvofitvoc Srikway to enra* 
0£c rfjc $t<Jrr/Toc* that the goat which was offered in sacrifice, 
might prefigure the passable nature of his flesh: and that 
which was let go, might shew the impassable nature of his Di- 
vinity, 97 Qunest. xxxii. in Levit. And St. Cyril discourses 
to the same, purpose, in his ninth book against Julian. 

And one ram for a burnt-offering.] Which was no more 
than was appointed for Aaron himself, (ver. 3.) who herein 
is equalled with all the princes of the people; in whose 
name this rain seems to have been offered. 

Ver. G. And Aaron shall offer his bullock of the sin-offer- 
ing, which is for himself] Not by killing it, which was done 
afterwards, (ver. 11.) but only by presenting it before God 
to be sacrificed; which was done with a solemn prayer, 
wherein he beseeched God to be propitious unto him and 
his. The form of it is set down in Massechet Joma, cap, 
3. sect. 8. He laid his hand upon the head of the bullock, 
and said, " I have done amiss, and been rebellious, and 
sinned before thee, I and my house. I beseech thee now, 
O Lord, remit my rebellion, and my sin which I have com- 
mitted, and my house," &c. 

And make an atonement for himself, and for his house.] 
For his family, as I said, (ver. 3.) and for all the priests; 
who are called the house of Aaron, (Psal. cxv. 10. 12. 
exxxv. 9.) And I do not sec why all the house of Levi 
should not also be understood; for they are not compre- 
hended under the name of the congregation of the children 
of Israel (mentioned in the verse before), and therefore 
must be contained here under the name of the house of 
Aaron. (See Numb. i. 49.) 

Ver. 7. And he shall take the two goats.] Mentioned ver. 5. 
which were to be of equal stature, of the same colour, and 
the same price, (as the Hebrew doctors say in Joma, cap. G.) 
both designed to the same end, the expiation of their sins. 

And present them before the Lord at the door of the taber- 
nacle, &c] All the sin-offerings which were made for the con- 
gregation, were presented either by the high-priest, or by 
the elders, (iv. 15.) and by them devoted to God, to be 
sacrificed on his altar. For this presenting of the goat is 
the same with his offering of the bullock in the verse fore- 
going; which was nothing else but his solemn consecra- 
tion of them, as I said, to be sacrificed. According to 
which pattern, our blessed Lord and Saviour, a little be- 
fore he suffered upon the cross, and made himself a sacri- 
fice for us, voluntarily offered himself to die for our sins. 
Which is the meaning of those words of his, John xvii. 19. 
where, praying for his apostles, he saith, For their sakes I 
sanctify myself: that is, offer myself to die as an expiatory 
sacrifice for them. For that ayi&Zstv sometimes signifies as 
much as wpoafyiptiv, Dr. Outram hath demonstrated, lib. ii. 
De Sacrificiis, cap. 3. And so St. Chrysostom here ex- 
pounds these words, I sanctify myself, by Trpoa(j>(pu> <roi $u- 
vtav, I offer thee a sacrifice; or consecrate and devote my- 
self to be sacrificed. And it is not an improbable conjec- 
ture of another very learned friend of mine, now also with 
God (Dr. Spencer), that the appointing of two goats to be 
both presented to God at the same time, and with the* same 
rites, was to preserve the Jews in a belief that there is but 
one Principle of all things : who both bestows good things, 
and inflicts evil. Contrary to the opinion-of the gentiles, 
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who made two principles, one good and the other bad ; 
which was the ancient belief of. the Chaldeans, and other 
eastern people, and from them propagated to the Greeks 
and Romans. Most of whose sacrifices (as another very 
learned man of our own country halh observed) had re- 
spect to these two principles ; to one of which they offered 
in the morning, and to the other at night. See Dr/Windet 
de Vita Functorum statu, sect. 3. where he observes, that 
there are plain footsteps of this old erroratthis day,through 
all the east, as far as China : for there was an endeavour 
to infect Christianity with it, by Manes the Persian, in the 
reign of the Emperor Aurelian ; nor was there any heresy 
that spread so far as this dotage did. . 

Ver. 8. And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats.} 
The manner of it is described in the same treatise, Masse- 
chet Joma, (cap. 3. sect. 9.) The high-priest went to the 
east part of the court, on the north side of the altar, having 
the sagan (his vicar) on his right hand, and the head of the 
house of the fathers on his left. There stood two goats 
with an urn or box, which they call calpi, (the very same 
name which Lucian, and the scholiast upon Aristophanes, 
give to the same thing, as our learned Sheringham upon 
that book, and Bochart in his Hierozoicon, have ob- 
served.) Into this urn the two lots were cast, which were 
made of box-wood (as the Misna here says), and in after- 
times came to be of gold. But Maimonides, in his treatise 
on this subject, saith, they might be made either of wood 
or stone, or any metal, provided one of them was not big- 
ger than the other, (nor one of gold, the other of silver, &c.) 
but both every way equal, as the goats were to be. Upon 
one of these lots was written the name of the goat which 
was for the Lord ; and on the other that which was for 
Azazel. And then the priest, shaking the urn, and putting 
in both his hands, (as it there follows in Joma, cap. 4.) 
took up a lot in each. And if he brought up God's lot in 
his right hand, the sagan, vtho stood there, said, "My lord, 
lift up thy right hand :" if in his left hand, the head of the 
fathers said, " Lift up thy left hand" And so the priest 
let the right hand lot fall upon the goat that stood on the 
right hand ; and his left hand lot upon the other. 

One lot for the Lord.] To be offered unto the Lord at 
the altar. 

The other lot for the scape-goat.] Or, as it is in the He- 
brew, for Azazel ; as some have anciently translated it.. Now 
why a goat was offered iri sacrifice, and another goat let 
go free, laden with their sins, rather than any other crea- 
ture, may be understood, perhaps, from the inclination of 
the heathen world in those days, when they worshipped 
demons in the form of a goat. The Egyptians were fa- 
mous for this, and the Israelites themselves (it appears 
from the seventeenth chapter of this book, ver. 7.) were 
prone to offer sacrifices le seirim; which signifies demons 
in that form. And therefore, to take them off from such 
idolatrous practices, God ordained these creatures them- 
selves to be sacrificed and slain, to whom they had offered 
sacrifice. And the young ones he appointed for this pur- 
pose (for so seirim signifies), which the Egyptians most 
of all honoured, and abhorred to offer or kill. So Juvenal : 

" Nefas illic fcetum jugulare Capcllaj." 

Sat. xv. ver. 11. 

Now from hence, perhaps, it was, that some fancied Azazel 
vol. I. 



signified the. devil; as R. Menachcm and R.' Eliezcr* 
among the Jews; Julian among the heathen; and some' 
great men lately among us. Who conceive, that as the other 
goat was offered to God at the altar, so this was sent 
among the demons, which delight to frequent desert places, 
and there appeared often in the shape of this creature, • 
But this will not agree with the Hebrew text, which says 
this goat was for Azazel, as the other was for the Lord. 
Now none sure will be so profane, as to imagine, that both- 
these goats being set before the Lord, and presented to 
him, as equally consecrated to him, he would then order 
one of them to be for himself, and the other for the devil/ 
"We must therefore be content with our own translation, 
which derives the word Azazel from ez, a goat; and azal, 
to go away; and fitly calls it the scape-goat: so Paulus 
Fagius, and a great many others : against which I see no- 
thing objected, but that ez signifies a she-goat, not a he. 
Which made Bochartus fetch this word from the Arabic; 
in which language azala signifies to remove, or to separate. 
And this agrees well enough with the name of this goat, 
according as the ancient translators understood it; some 
of which, as Symmachus, -render it aicepxofievov, ^ te 9 oat 
going away: others, as Aquila, atroktkvixivov, the goat let 
loose : and the LXX. airo-rrofxtraiov. In which they had no 
thought of the notion of this word among the Greeks/ who 
called those demons by this name, who were esteemed 
a\z%iKaKoi and atrorgotraioi (as J. Pollux speaks), averters of 
evil things fr om them : but simply meant, as Theodoret inter- 
prets it, a7ro7r£ju7rdju£i>oc £<c rrjv ipr\fiov, the goat sent away 
into the wilderness. And so St. Jerome expounds it, Hir- 
cu$ emissarius, which agrees with the notion which Bo- 
chartus puts upon the word out of the Arabic tongue. 
This goat being sent away into remote places, there to re- 
main separate from the flock to which he belonged ; and 
that upon a mountain (as the Jews fancy) in the wilderness 
of Sinai, which from this goat was called ^Izaze/; but I see 
no ground for this. 

Ver. 9. And Aaron shalpbring the goat upon which the 
Lord's lot fell] In the Hebrew the word is, went up; for 
he first took it up out of the urn, and then let it fall upon 
the goat. ti 

And offer him for a sin-offering.] Devote him to God to 
be a sacrifice for their sins: beseech him to accept of this 
sacrifice for that end. So the word offer, I observe, sig- 
nifies, ver. 6. order being' given afterward for the killing 
of the goat, (ver. 15.) 

Ver. 10. But the goat, on which the lot fell to be the scape- 
goat, shall be presented alive before the Lord.] This shews 
that the scape-goat was equally consecrated "and devoted 
to God, as the other was ; though not to be killed, but sent 
away alive ; after the other had been offered in sacrifice. ' 

To make an atonement with him.] For this was a sin-of- 
fering, though not slain, no less than the other : as appears 
from yer. 5. which shews these two goats made but one 
sin-offering; which was partly slain at the altar, and partly' 
let go (as it here follows) to run whither he would ; the* 
more perfectly to represent the taking away of their sins, 
and removing their iniquity, (as the prophet speaks, Zech/ 
iii. 9.) by virtue of this offering for them. 

Some, indeed, h&ve thought that this goat was not sacri- 
ficed, but only presented alive before God, and so let go \ 
lest it shquld be thought God could not forgive their sins, 
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unless he was appeased by some slain beast: which ima- 
gination was destroyed by letting this sin-offering be left 
alive, at full liberty to run quite away* But I can see no 
ground for such a construction ; because these were not two 
but one sin-offering, as I said before: which being slain in 
part, established that opinion in them, of the impossibility 
of obtaining reconciliation without a bloody sacrifice. 
Certain it is, that the whole law supposes this, that withoxtt 
shedding of blood there is no remission, as the apostle ob- 
serves, (Heb. ix. 22.) And therefore it will be more agree- 
able to the Holy Scriptures, if wc think, as some do, that 
the first goat represented our Lord in his sufferings, and 
this other in his resurrection; whereby he was freed from 
the bands of death: both his death and his resurrection 
being for our deliverance, as tho apostle shews, Rom. 
iv. tilt. 

. And let him go free.] Whither he pleased. For so the 
Hebrew word schalac (send him away, or dismiss him), sig- 
nifies, in Scripture, entire liberty, such as God demanded 
for the Israelites from Pharaoh, (Exod. iv. 23. v. 1.) 

For a scape-goat.] Into remote places. 

Into the tvilderness.] In token their sins were quite car- 
ried away, to be found no more; for the goat was not 
merely sent into the wilderness, but.into the most desert 
places of it, as appears from ver. 22. 

Ver. 11. And Aaron shall bring the bullock of the sin- 
offering which is for himself, &c] This former part of the 
verse is word for word the same with ver. 6. which shews 
that offering there (as, we translate it) was nothing else but 
bringing it to be offered; or presenting it before the Lord, 
to be a sacrifice for himself, and for his family. But now 
his bringing it was, that it might be killed immediately, as 
it follows in the latter part of this verse. 

And shallmake an atonement for himself, and his home.'} 
By killing it,, as the next words tell us. 

And shall kill the bullock of the sin-offering which is for 
himself] He was first to offer for himself, before he could 
acceptably offer for the people, as the apostle observes, 
Heb. y. 3. ix.7. And as the Jews tell us, (in Massechct 
Joma^ cap. 4. sect. 2.) he again put his hand upon the 
head of the bullock, and made the confession and suppli- 
cation beforementioned upon ver. 6. And when he had 
done, then he killed the bullock with his own hands. For 
though all other sacrifices might be killed by any person, 
yet the high-priest himself was bound to kill this ; as they 
say in the same place of the Misna, (sect. 3.) And hav- 
ing received the blood of the bullock in a bason, he de- 
livered it to another priest, to keep it in continual agita- 
tion, till he had offered incense in tho holy place, that so 
it might not grow thick and be clotted ; but be kept liquid 
and thin, fit to be sprinkled before thQ mercy-scat. 
. Ver. 12. And he shall take a censer full of burning coals 
offire.~] Which he held in his right hand. 

From the altar before the Lord.~] From tho brazen altar 
where the bullock was slain : for coals were burning before 
God no where else but there. . 

And his hands full of sweet incense beaten small.] AVith 
his left hand he took as much of the incense, mentioned 
Exod. xxx. 34. 36. as his hand would hold (besides tho 
incense which he burnt every morning and evening, which 
was a whole pound), and put it into a cup. 

And bring it within the veil.] AVith both these, the. cen- 



ser of coals, and the cup of focense (the former in his 
right hand, the other in his left), he went within the veil, 
which divided the holy place from the most holy, and set 
down tho censer; and then (as it follows in the next verse, 
sco there) threw the incense upon the burning coals. This 
the Hebrew doctors take to have been so difficult a work, 
that, in the Gemara upon Joma, (cap. 1.) they say some of 
tho elder priests were sent to him beforehand, to shew him 
how ho should fill his hand with the incenso. And tho 
Misna there says, that they adjured him in these words : 
11 AVe are the legates of the great Sanhedrin, and thou art 
our legate and theirs; wc adjure thee, we adjure thee by 
Him whose name dwells in this house, that thou change not 
any one thing of all that wc have said unto thee." And so 
they parted with tears on both sides. The reason of which 
solemn adjuration, they say, was, that the Sadducecs af- 
firmed, he might burn the incense without tho veil, and so 
enter into the most holy place; directly contrary to this 
text, which required him to do it within; where nobody 
could seo what the high-priest did, and consequently could 
not tell whether he performed the service there aright. 
Therefore they took this oath of him, in the latter ages of 
their state, when some of the faction of the Sadducecs 
were thrust into tho priesthood, as Mr. Selden probably 
conjectures, (lib. iii. de Syncdriis, cap. 11. n. 2.) This 
was the first time of tho high-priest's going into the holy 
- of holies on this great day. 

Ver. 13. And he shall put the incense upon the fire before 
the Lord.] He entered (as the Misna saith in Joma, cap. 
5.) with his face towards the south; and so went sideways 
(for he might not look upon the ark, where the Divine Glory 
was) till he came to the staves of the ark ; where he set 
down the censer, and put on the incense. And having filled 
the house with a cloud of smoke, he went out backward 
(out of reverence to the Divine Majesty), into the holy 
place without the veil. Where, when he was come, he 
made this short prayer, "May it please thcc,0 Lord God, 
that this year may be hot and also wet; that the sceptre 
may not depart . from the family of Judah, nor thy pcoplo 
Israel want food; and that the prayer of tho wicked may 
not be heard." And then he presently went out of the 
sanctuary, and shewed himself to the people ; that they 
might not suspect he had done amiss, and miscarried in his 
office.. For so they say it sometimes happened, that the 
high-priest, having violated these holy rites appointed by 
God, was struck dead in the holy place. 

The incense which was burnt every day in the holy place, 
at the golden altar, representing the prayers of the saints, 
as St. John teaches us, (Rev. viii. 3, 4.) this incense, which 
was burnt in the holy of holies, may well he thought to re- 
present the prayers of tho high-priest himself, which he 
made upon this occasion; as our blessed Saviour did be- 
fore he offered the great sacrifice of himself (John xvii. of 
which more hereafter), with the blood of which ho now ap- 
pears in the heavens before God for us. 

J'hat the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy-seat that 
is upon the testimony.] So that nothing of it might bo seen: 
it being the place of the residence of the Divino Majesty, 
(Exod. xxv. 21, 22.) whose glory was inaccessible. 

That he die not.] By gazing on tho Divine Glory. (Sec 
ver. 2. find Exod. xxxiii. 20.) 

Ver. 14. And he shall take of the blood of the bullock.] 
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Having done what is commanded in the foregoing verses, he 
came out of the sanctuary, and went to the priest whom 
he left at the altar of burnt-offering, stirring the blood in 
the bason, which he delivered to him, (as I observed ver. 11.) 
and taking it from him, went with it (the second time) within 
the veil; and standing where he did before, when he burnt 
the incense, sprinkled it as is directed in the words fol- 
lowing. 

And sprinkle it with his finger.] The very root or essence 
of a sacrifice (as the maxim of the Jews is) lies in the sprink- 
ling of the blood. 

Upon the mercy-seat.] One would think, by this transla- 
tion, that he sprinkled the mercy-seat itself, with some of 
the blood. But all the Jews understand it quite otherwise: 
and indeed the Hebrew words are al pene, over against the 
face, i. e.as they interpret it, (in the Misna beforementioned, 
cap. 5.) towards the mercy-seat. And so it follows in the 
next words, and before the mercy-seat shall lie sprinkle. 
Only this difference there was in the sprinkling: that this 
particle al> they think, imported that he was to make the 
first sprinkling, here mentioned, towards the top of the 
mercy-seat. The Vulgar Latin wholly omits this part of 
the verse, and only mentions the latter sprinkling, seven 
times contra propitiatorium, over against the mercy-seat 
eastward. 

Eastward.] I. should have thought the observation of onr 
learned countryman (Air. J. Gregory) very remarkable, if 
he had been commanded only to sprinkle the blood east- 
ward. For then there might have been room for his con- 
jecture, that though Aaron at all other times turned his 
face towards the west (where the most holy place was) and 
at the very killing of the goat and the bullock, not only 
looked that way himself, but turned their faces towards the 
west (as the Jews say in Joma), yet, when he came to per- 
form the chief part of this mystery, he turned his back upon 
the beggarly elements of the world, and sprinkled this blood 
eastward, to represent the man, whose name is the East, 
i. e. Christ. But I do not see how this agrees with this 
sprinkling the blood before the mercy-seat; which could not 
be done without looking towards the west. And therefore 
it must be confessed that he did not sprinkle it eastward : 
but standing eastward of the mercy-seat, with his face to- 
wards it, he performed this office, as Mr. Selden observes, 
(lib. iii. de Synedr. cap. 16. p. 426.) Or it may be said to 
be done eastward, because that part of the ark before which 
he sprinkled looked eastward. 

And before the mercy-seat shall he sprinkle of the blood 
with his finger seven times.] This is a distinct sprinkling 
from the foregoing, which was done but once, and towards 
the upper part of the mercy-scat; but this was done seven 
times, towards the lower part of it, as the Jews understand 
it: who say he sprinkled eight times in all, but none of the 
blood touched the mercy-seat. So the Gemara on that 
place, and Maimonides in his Jom hakippurim, and Oba* 
diah Bartenoca, whose words are these; "The drops of 
blood did not come upon the mercy-scat, but fell upon the 
ground;" as two of our very learned countrymen have ob^ 
served, Mr. Shcringham upon Joma, and Dr. Outram, lib i, 
De Sacrificiis, cap. 16. n. 4. 

Seven times.] Concerning this number seven, see before, 
iv. 6. This was the second time of going into the holy of 
holies upon this day. 
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Ver. 15. Then shall he kill the goat of the sin-offering 
that is for the people.] The blood of which was received ill 
a bason, as that of the bullock was, (see ver, 11.) and he 
carried it within the veil (as here follows), and did just as 
he had done before, (ver. 14.) But whether he first burnt 
incense, as he had done before he brought in the blood of 
the bullock, is uncertain: it is likely the fume that had 
been then made still remained; so that there was no need 
to renew it. 

And do with that blood as he did with the blood of the 
bullock, and sprinkle, &e.] For he stood in the same place 
(as the Misna observes), and there sprinkled once towards 
the top of the mercy-seat; and then seven times before the 
bottom of it. Which is not here expressly said, but is to 
be understood from what goes before ; which orders him to 
do with this blood as he had done with the other. 

This now was the third time of his going into the most 
holy place upon this day. (See ver. 2.) 

Ver. 16. And he shall make an atonement for the holy 
place.] By the sprinkling beforementioned (both of the 
blood of the bullock and of the goat, as I gather from ver. 
18.) God's own dwelling-place was purified: the blood 
(which was sprinkled seven or eight times before the 
mercy-seat) being thrown, it is probable, towards both 
sides of it. 

Because of the uncleanness of the children of Israel, and . 
because of their transgressions in all their sins.] The many 
sins whereby they had transgressed God's holy laws, the 
whole year before, had made them so unclean, that it pro- 
voked God to leave them, and made this most holy place 
unfit for his habitation; unless he were reconciled to them: 
for it was seated among an unclean people, as the rest of 
the sanctuary was ; and on that score might need an atone- 
ment. (See Exod. xxix. 36, 37.) 

And so shall he do for the tabernacle of the congregation.] 
When he had done all this within the veil, he was to do 
the same without in the sanctuary : where he sprinkled first 
the blood of the bullock, and then the blood of the goat, 
against the veil which parted the sanctuary from the holy 
of holies. So the Misna in the place forementioned ; and 
R. Solomon Jarchi upon these words; " Ashe sprinkled 
part of the blood of both sacrifices, once above, and seven 
times beneath, in the inward sanctuary; so he sprinkled 
towards the veil without, once above, and seven times bel- 
low." For they all agree the blood was not sprinkled upon 
the veil, but before it: by which sprinkling the sanctuary 
was purified, as the apostle observes, when he saith, almost 
alt things were by the taw purged with blood, &c, (Heb. 
ix. 21—23.) 

That remaineth among them in the midst of their unclean* 
ness.] Surrounded by a sinful people, Avho are full of legal, 
as well as other impurities: and had been likewise defiled 
by many, who had ignorantly come into it, in their unclean* 
ness. So Maimonides judiciously observes. It could 
scarce be avoided, but some or other would ignorantly, and 
some presumptuously offend, by going into the sanctuary, 
or eating holy things when they ought not: and therefore 
God commanded this expiation to be made for the pollu- 
tions of the sanctuary and its utensils by such means, 
(More Ncvoch. par. iii. cap. 47.) 

Ver. 17. And there shall be no man in the tabernacle of 
the congregation when he goeth in to make an atonement in 
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the holy place.] During this action none of the priests, who 
used to attend in the tabernacle, were to coinc into it, till 
the high-priest had expiated its unclcanncss; which it was 
supposed to have contracted by their coming into it all the 
year before. 

Until he came out.] Of tho holy place. 

And have made an atonement for himself, and for his 
household, and for all the congregation of Israel.] Finished 
all that ho had to do there, for tho expiation of his own sins, 
and his family's, and all tho people's. That is, from the 
time of his going to offer incense, till he came out to purify 
the tabernacle. Some of which time he spent in prayer to 
God, (as I observed ver. 13.) for all the people ; as he had 
done before when he presented the sin-offerings to him; with 
solemn supplication for himself and for his household, and 
for all the congregation of Israel; the forms of w r hich arc 
extant in their books. In conformity to which, when our 
blessed Saviour consecrated himself to be a sacrifice for 
us, (as I noted upon ver. 7.) he first commended himself to 
.God, in that solemn' prayer before his death, John xvii. 
ver. 1, 2, &c. and then his apostles, who were his house- 
hold, ver. 9, 10. and so forward to the twentieth verse ; 
and then prayed for all that should believe on him; i. e. the 
whole congregation of Christian people, from ver. 20. to the 
end. Immediately after which, he went to the place where 
ho was apprehended, and led to be condemned and cruci- 
fied, John xviii. 1. (See Dr. Outram De Sacrifices, lib. ii. 
: cap. 3. n. 3.) . 

, Ver. 18. And he sltallgo out unto the altar that is before 
the Lord.] These words, before the Lord, seem to restrain 
this to the golden altar, where incense was offered in the 
sanctuary: and so I find it is generally interpreted, even 
by the Jews themselves, (in Joma,.cap. 5. sect. 5.) as well 
as Christians. But the words,. he shall go out, plainly 
signify his coming from the sanctuary, where the golden 
altar was (and had been cleansed, we may well suppose, 
together with it, ver. 1G.) in the outward court, to the altar . 
<>f burnt-offering, which was also before the Lord, (Exod. 
xxix. 11.) though at a greater distance from him: and 
which, one would think, stood in need to be cleansed, as 
much as the altar of incense. Now, unless it was ordered 
to be cleansed in these words, I can sec no care taken 
about it at all. In Exod. xxx. 10. there is express men- 
tion, indeed, made of making an atonement upon the altar 
of incense once a year; and nothing said of the other: and 
• if we will so understand it here, then the words, he shall go 
put, must have- respect to Jus going into the holy place, men- 
tioned in the verse before. 

And make an atonement for it.] This is generally under- 
stood, as I said, of the golden altar, because such express 
mention is made of its purification yearly, in the place now 
mentioned, (Exod. xxx. 10.) And, no doubt, that which is 
here commanded was done there, when lie made atone- 
ment for the table, where it stood : but there being the 
same need, as I said, to expiate the other altar (where no 
fewer errors had been committed than here, and which 
stood nearer to an unclean people, who encompassed it), I 
cannot but think that it is here included. 

And shall take of the. blood of the bullock, and of the 
goat.] He put the blood of the bullock and of the goat to- 
gether; and then poured them into another vessel, that they 
might be well mingled. , For here is no command in this 



place, that he should go rounc' the altar twice ; and tip the 
bonis of it, first with the blood of the bullock, and then of 
the goat, separate one from the other; as the Misna in Jo- 
ma observes, cap. 5. sect. 4. 

And put it upon the horns of the altar round about.] He 
began at the north-east corner, and so went to the north- 
west; and from thence to the south-west, and lastly to the 
south-east : and as he came near to each corner, he put the 
blood upon it. So the Jews describe this matter in the same 
place, sect 5. 

Ver. 19. And he shall sprinkle of the blood upon it with 
his finger seven times.] Not upon the middle of the altar, 
but nigh the corners ; viz. in the place where he ended, 
when he put the blood upon the horns of the altar. So the 
Jews say in the place abovementioned, (sect. G.) And I do 
not see why the particle upon should not be expounded 
here, as in ver. 15. (if their interpretation be true), to signify, 
that he sprinkled the blood before the altar ; which he did 
not touch. 

And shall cleanse it, and hallow it from the uncleanuess 
of the children of Israel.] The Jews refer this cleansing to 
his taking the coals and the ashes from the alter, that he 
might sprinkle the blood in a clean place. And then the 
words are to be translated, He shall sprinkle the blood, &c. 
having cleansed and hallowed it. But the conclusion of 
the verse determines us to another sense, which is, that 
by sprinkling the blood he cleansed and sanctified it, from 
the uncleanuess of the children of Israel, whereby it had 
been defiled: the priests having either come in their un- 
cleanness thither, or not performed their service as they 
ought there; and the people thereby remaining in their im- 
purities. 

Now, when the high-priest had done all this, the Jews 
say (in the Misna beforenamed) he poured the rest of the 
blood of the. bullock and goat at the bottom of the altar 
of burnt-offerings (where, I conceive, he concluded this 
atonement), for there was a conveyance to carry it away, 
as I observed upon iv. 17. And they make account, also, 
that if every thing was not done in this order it was inef- 
fectual, and was to be done over again. For example ; if 
the blood of the goat was sprinkled before the blood of the 
bullock, (contrary to the directions, ver. 14, 15.) he re- 
turned, and' sprinkled the blood of the goat after that of 
the bullock, &c. 

Ver. 20. And when he hath made an end of reconciling 
the holy place.] Making it fit to continue God's dwelling- 
place, (ver. JG.) 

And the tabernacle of the congregation.] By this, I think, 
is meant the sanctuary, and every thing in it; particularly 
the golden altar. ' 

And the altar.] Of burnt-offerings, where ho ended his 
atonement for the whole house of God. 

He shall bring the live goat.] Two had been presented to 
the Lord, (ver. 7. 10.) that is, solemnly consecrated and de- 
voted to be expiatory sacrifices; one of which having been 
slain, the other was now brought to be made an expiation 
for sin, after another manner. And he was brought, no 
doubt, to the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
w T herc they were wont to lay their hands upon other sacri- • 
fices, (i. 3, 4.) 

Ver. 21. And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the 
head of the live goat.] Laying of the baud upon the head of 
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the beast, was a rite used in all sorts of saqrifices, whether 
burnt-offerings, peace-offerings, or sin-offerings. See i. 4. iii. 
2. iv. 4. 33. In which places, mention is made only of 
laying on husband: but here the high-priest is commanded 
to lay on both hands, as he and his sons did in the sacrifice 
of the bullock and the ram at their consecration, (viii. 14. 
18.) The meaning of which was, the more solemnly and 
entirely to devote the sacrifice to the use for which it was 
designed ; which, in this sacrifice, was to bear all theirsins. 
For they were all laid upon this sacrifice, unto which the 
punishment of them was transferred : this rite signifies as 
much as if they had said, Whatsoever we have done amiss, 
let not us, but this sacrifice be charged with it : that is, let 
it bear the punishment which we deserve. Such phrases 
there are, 2 Sam. i. 16. Esther ix. 25. Psal. vii. 16. and 
other places. 

And confess over him.'] This must have been understood, 
if it had not been expressed ; for imposition of hands was 
always accompanied with prayer, of one sort or other, ac- 
cording to the occasion of it. Insomuch, that the Jews say, 
"where there is no confession of sin, there is no imposition 
of hands ; for imposition of hands belongs to confession." 
(See Dr. Outram De Sacrif. lib. i. cap. 15. n. 8.) And it is 
observable, that the high-priest made confession three 
times on this day. First for himself, and then for his bre- 
thren the priests, and now for the whole congregation; 
saying this prayer, (as they tell us in Joma, cap. 6. sect. 2.) 
" I beseech thee, O Lord, this people, the house of Israel, 
have done wickedly, and been rebellious, and sinned before 
thee. I beseech thee now, O Lord, expiate the iniquities, 
the rebellions, and the sins which thy people the house of 
Israel have done wickedly, transgressed, and sinned before 
thee. According as it is written in the law of Moses thy 
servant (viz. in the thirtieth verse of this chapter), ' on that 
day he shall make an atonement for you, to cleanse you, 
that you may be clean from all your sins before the Lord.'" 
Which last word (Lord) as soon as all the priests and the 
people, that were in the court heard pronounced by the 
high-priest, they bowed and fell down flat upon their faces, 
and worshipped, saying, " Blessed be the Lord ; let the 
glory of his kingdom be for ever/' 

All the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their 
transgressions in all their sins.] These three words, ini- 
quities, transgressions, and sins, are the very words used by 
the high-priest in his confession beforementioned ; which 
comprehend all manner of offences, whether committed de- 
liberately or not against negative or affirmative precepts 
(as they call them). Grotius, in his notes on this place, 
hath thus distinguished them, but whether exactly or not 
cannot be determined. But it is probable that sins signify 
offences committed by error, not deliberately; iniquities, 
such as were deliberately committed against the prohibit- 
ing precepts ; and transgressions, those that were delibe- 
rately committed against commanding precepts. All, ex- 
cept those to which cutting o^Twas threatened, which were 
not expiated by any sacrifice. 

Putting them upon the head of the goat.] By putting his 
hand on the head of the goat, and confessing their sins 
over him (with prayer to God to remit them), they were all 
charged upon the goat, and the punishment of them trans- 
ferred from the Israelites unto it. Just as the sins of all 
mankind were afterwards laid upon our Saviour Christ, (as 



the prophet speaks, Isa. liii. 6.) " Who his ownself bare 
our sins in his own body," (saith St. Peter, 1 Ep. ii. 24.) the 
punishment passing from us to him, "Who was made sin 
for us/' (2 Cor. v. 21.) Which expressions are manifest al- 
lusions unto this sacrifice on the great day of expiation : 
which was the most illustrious figure of the sacrifice of 
Christ; and shews, beyond all reasonable contradiction, 
that Christ suffered in our stead, and not merely for our 
benefit. For it is very evident, the sacrifice offered on 
this day was put in the place of the people ; and all their 
sins, that is, the punishment of them, laid upon its head. 
And it appears by the form of all other sin-offerings, which 
were occasionally offered at other times, that he who 
brought them put off the guilt, which he had contracted, 
from himself, and laid it on the sacrifice which was to die 
for him. Which he did by laying his hand on the head of 
it at the door of the tabernacle while it was yet alive. 
Then with his hand so placed, he made a confession of his 
sins, for which he desired forgiveness by the offering of 
this sacrifice : that is, he prayed by these rites, that, the 
beast being offered and slain, he might be spared from pu- 
nishment; which was a plain transferring the guilt from 
himself unto his sacrifice. Which being yet alive, and 
thus laden with his guilt, was then brought to the altar, and 
there slain for the guilty person: that is, it died in his 
stead ; for there was no other reason of its being put to 
death there in that manner. 

I have insisted the longer on this, because nothing can 
better explain the true meaning of Christ's dying for us: 
which was by transferring the suffering due to our sins upon 
him ; as the manner was in the legal sacrifices. Which was 
a thing, let me add, so notorious in the world, that other 
nations from hence derived the like custom to that here 
mentioned by Moses. Particularly the Egyptians, as David 
Chytrseus hath long ago observed, and since him many 
others out of Herodotus: who tells us, (lib. ii. cap. 39.) 
that they made this execration over the head of the beast 
which they sacrificed; Eire fiiWot % (r<pt<rt rotg Svovat, rj At- 
yv7TT(^ ry <rvfnra<rg icaicbv yzvfoSai, ziq KZ<j>a\riv ravTt\v rpairia^aC 
that if any evil was to fall, either on themselves who sacri- 
ficed, or upon the whole country of Egypt, it might be turned 
upon the head of that beast. And this, he saith, was the 
custom over all the land of Egypt; and the reason why no 
Egyptian would taste of the head of any animal. Nor was 
this the notion of the Egyptians only; but of other coun- 
tries also ; who called those sacrifices which were offered 
for them 'Avrtyvx a > being sacrificed in their stead; and the 
life of the beast given for theirs. Thus the Greeks some- 
times sacrificed men, when some very heavy calamity was ■ 
fallen upon them, whom they called KaSapfiara, expiations 
to purge them from their sins, by suffering in their room. 
For they prayed thus over him, who was devoted every 
year for the averting evils from them, Ueplrprjfia 77/xwv yzvov, 
firot GMTTipia koL diroXyrpoxTtQ* be thou our cleansing; that is, 
our preservative and redemption, or ransom. And with 
these words they threw him into the sea as a sacrifice to 
Neptune. And thus the Massilienses did, as Scrvius tells 
us, (upon the third iEneid.) in time of a plague, praying, 
" ut in ipsum reciderent mala totius civitatis," that on him 
might fall the evils of the whole city. 

And shall send him away.] As soon as the confession was 
over, the goat was sent away. 
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By the hand of a fit man.] By a man prepared before- 
hand (as the ancients interpret it), or that stood ready for 
this purpose. Jonathan saith, ho was designed for it the 
year before ; others say only the day before ; and that the 
high-priest appointed hiin : who might appoint any body 
whom he thought fit ; but did not usually appoint an Is- 
raelite, as they say in Joma, cap. G. n. 3. 

Into the wilderness.] It is not certainly known what wil- 
derness this was ; but the Hebrews call it the wilderness 
of Tzuk, which, they say, was ten miles from Jerusalem. 
And they say, that at the end of each mile there was a ta- 
bernacle erected, where men stood ready with meat and 
drink, which they offered to him that went with the goat, 
lest he should faint by the way. And the nobles of Jeru- 
salem, they add, accompanied him the first mile ; further 
than which they might not go, because this day was a sab- 
bath. After which, they that were in the first tabernacle 
accompanied him to the next ; and they that were there to 
the third; and so forward to the last; that they might be 
sure to have this great work done of carrying their sins 
quite away from them. So we read in the treatise on this 
subject, called Joma, cap. 6. sect. 4, 5. w r hich Maimo- 
nides hath explained, as I have now done. 

Ver. 22. And the goat shall beariipon him all their ini- 
quities.'] This shews more fully still the nature of this sa- 
crifice, in which all their iniquities, t. e. the punishment of 
them was laid, that he might carry them away. For this 
goat was not capable to bear their sins, but only their 
punishment ; as Christ also did, who knew no sin, and yet 
was made sin ; by having the punishment of our sins laid 
on him. For, that this scape-goat, which was loaded with 
their sins, was a sin-offering, is plainly said before in this 
chapter ; and consequently represented Christ (who is our 
sin-offering), as well as the other part of this sin-offering did, 
whose blood was carried into the holy place. And in some 
regard this scape-goat was a very notable representation 
of him ; if it be true, that our Saviour entered upon his of- 
fice, of being the Mediator of our reconciliation with God, 
upon this great day of atonement, which was the day on, 
which he was baptized, as our Dr* Jackson, together with 
some good chronologers think. For tliough the tradition 
of the western church be, that his baptism was on the sixth 
of January, yet, as Jansenius, and some others of the Ro- 
man communion, do not think fit to follow it, so ho judges 
it more probable to have been on the tenth of September. 
In the beginning of which month, when the feast of blow- 
ing of trumpets was celebrated, (as we read xxiii. of this 
book, 24.) John Baptist began to lift up his voice like a 
trumpet, and call the Jews to repentance. Who accord- 
ingly flocked to him, and, confessing their sins, were bap- 
tized by hiin in Jordan ; where our Saviour also being bap- 
tized on the tenth day, which was the day of atonement, 
and being declared the Son of God by a voico from hea- 
ven, was " immediately driven by the Spirit into the wil- 
derness," as St. Mark tells us, i. 12. Which was a mani- 
fest indication (he thinks) to John Baptist, that this was 
the Redeemer of the world prefigured by the scape-goat; 
who, going into the wilderness on the day of atonement, 
immediately after the people had made confession of their 
sins, gave him to understand (who was w r cll acquainted 
with the meaning of the legal rites) that he was sent by 
God to take upon himself the sins of tho world, and carry 



them away, by being, in due season, offered to God, and 
slain as a sacrifice to God for them. And this he did at 
that very time, when the paschal lamb was killed, (as I 
have shcwTi upon Exod. xii. G.) to the end that they might 
take notice he was the Lamb of God, whose sacrifice that 
lamb prefigured : as by being led into the wilderness on the 
same day as the scape-goat was carried thither, he shewed 
that tho mystery represented by that ceremony was exactly 
fulfilled in him. 

This notion of his I thought good to mention (though, 
as far as I know, he is singular in it), because it carries 
some probability in it, if w T hat the apostle saith (Coloss. ii. 
17.) be well considered, that the law contained " shadows 
of things to come, the body of which was Christ." Who 
was a body consisting of so many different parts, and so 
complete (as he observes), that no one, nor a few legal 
ceremonies, could perfectly foreshadow it: but as the cere- 
monies were many, and almost infinite, so every one did 
foreshadow some part or piece of this complete body: 
that is, no remarkable part of it, no special event or action, 
which concerned our Saviour Christ, but w r as foreshadowed 
by some or other legal ceremony : see Christ's Answer to 
John's Question, numb. 62 — 64. and his ninth book 
upon the Creed, concerning the Consecration of the Son 
of God (which was printed several years after), sect. 4. 
chap. 24. n. 5 — 8. where he resumes this argument, and 
endeavours to answer this question; Why, since Christ 
was to accomplish the legal priesthood and sacrifice, by 
Iris bloody sacrifice upon the cross, he did not offer him- 
self, and die upon this very day of atonement. To which 
he gives full satisfaction : but it is too long here to be 
inserted. 

Unto a land not inhabited.] So the LXX. translate tho 
Hebrew word gezera, 7S/V aj3arov, a land into which nobody 
came, or desolate country. The Hebrew word properly 
imports a land cut off, (as Bochart observes, lib. ii. Hiero- 
zoic. cap. 54. par. i.) that is, from habitable countries; 
not which cuts off what is sent into it, by its rugged and 
sharp stones, as the Jews expound it. This still sets out 
the design of this sacrifice, which was to free men so per- 
fectly from the punishment of their sins, that they should 
not fear the return of them anymore. For this goat was 
not merely sent into the wilderness, but into the most un- 
inhabitable and inaccessible part of it (as the Greek word 
properly signifies), where none were likely ever to see it 
again. 

And he shall let go the goat in the wilderness.] When ho 
came to the last stage, nobody accompanied him that led 
the goat any further; but he went the tenth mile alone, by 
himself; and the men in the tabernacle only stood looking 
to see what he did with it. And tho Misna saith (in the 
place beforenamed), that he threw it headlong down the 
rock Tzuk; where, they say, it was broke in pieces before 
it came to the middle of it; or, as Jonathan said, God raised 
a storm which blew the goat down with a mighty force. 
But this is contrary to the very words of Moses, who saith, 
he was to let the goat go, or dismiss him, in the wilderness, 
to run whither he would. And it seems contrary also to 
the intention of this law, which was, that only one of the 
goats should be killed, the other let go alive. Whereby 
was represented, that their sins, which were expiated by 
the blood of tho sacrifice, should not return again to be 
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charged upon thein. Or, that they were as free from their 
sins as the leprous person was from his confinement, when 
the bird was let fly into the fields. Which perfect freedom 
from the punishment of their sins, was further signified by 
the burning of the flesh, the skin, and the dung of the sin- 
offering, without the camp : which denoted that all memory 
of the sins, for which this expiation was appointed, was clean 
removed and abolished. 

The Jews will have it, that a piece of scarlet cloth being 
tied upon the horns of this scape-goat (as another was 
about the neck of the goat which was sacrificed), when the 
man had brought it to the top of the rock Tzuk, he divided 
the cloth into two pieces, and let the goat go away with 
one, but tied the other to the rock, that he might see when 
it changed colour and became white, as they say it did when 
the goat was thrown down headlong. Anciently, indeed, 
they say this scarlet cloth was tied to the gate of the tem- 
ple, and if it turned white when the goat was sent away (as 
they pretend it usually did), there was great joy among the 
people ; because it was a sign their sins were forgiven, ac- 
cording to that of the prophet, Isa. i. 18. "though your sins 
be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow, M &c. But if it did 
not change its colour into white, they hung down their 
heads, and were full of sorrow ; they looking upon it as a 
token of God's anger. Which I relate only for this pur- 
pose, that I may take notice how the same authors, who 
tell this story, confess, that for forty years before the de- 
struction of the second temple, that is, from the time of our 
Saviour's death, this shred of cloth never changed its co- 
lour at all. Which, if it be true, was a notable token of the 
wrath of God coming upon them, for their crucifying the 
Lord Christ. 

Ver. 23. And Aaron shall come into the tabernacle of the 
congregation.] All that the high-priest did about the scape- 
goat was performed at the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation ; where he laid his hands upon him, and con- 
fessed over him all their sins, (see ver. 20, 21.) which be- 
ing done, and he having sent the goat away, he is now 
ordered to come into the sanctuary itself. 

And shall put off the linen garments which lie put on 
when he went into the holy place.] See ver. 4. The Jews 
say there were two sorts of white garments which he wore 
on this day: one in the morning, which was made of fine 
linen of Pelusium, which was a third part of greater value 
than those he wore in the evening, which were of Indian 
linen. Now here he speaks only of the garments that he 
wore in the morning, wherein he had hitherto officiated ; 
but is ordered, after he had done all this, to put them off; 
there being many other things to be still performed upon 
this day; yea, he was to go once more into the holy place, 
in order to which he put on other garments ; as will appear 
in what follows. 

And shall leave them there.} Never to be used more, 
either by him, or by any body else. But they were laid up 
where they were left; and new ones made against the next 
year, as the Gcmara upon the third chapter of Joma relates. 
And the same is affirmed by Maimonides, R. S. Jarchi, and 
others, mentioned by Braunius, lib. ii. de Vest. Sacerd. 
cap. 25. n. 9. It. Levi Barzelonita also gives the same ex- 
position of it, Pnecept. 99. and see Mr. Scldcn, lib. iii. dc 
Synedr. cap. xi. p. 143. 

Ver. 24. And he sluill wash his flesh with water in tlte 



holy place.] Either in the la ver which stood in the out- 
ward court, or in a room in the tabernacle, which in after- 
time was called happarvah; where the priest, they say, 
washed himself upon this day every time he changed his 
garments. And this agrees well enough with the words of 
Moses, which here follow, that when he had put on his 
garments, he should come forth; that is, from this chamber, 
to perform such offices as are aftermentioned. The end of 
this washing, in this place, seems to have been, that he 
might purify himself after he had touched the goat, which 
bare all their iniquities, (ver, 21.) as the man that carried 
him into the wilderness was to wash after he had done that 
business, (ver. 26.) Though others will have it, that it was 
in token he had nOw finished the expiation. Certain it is, 
here is another washing, distinct from that mentioned ver. 4. 
when he put on tho white garments. Which in part justifies 
what the Misna saith in Joma, cap. iii. sect. 3, that the 
high-priest washed five times upon this day ; all in the house 
happarvah, except the first; which could not be in the 
court of the tabernacle, because he was to wash before he 
entered into it. For there were five ministries to be per- 
formed upon this day, at each of which he changed his 
garments ; and between every ministry, when he changed his 
garments, he washed himself. There is a long discourse 
about this, and about washing his hands and hi& feet, in 
Torah Cohanim, quoted by our learned countryman, Mr. 
Sheringham, in his annotations upon Codex Joma, p. 57, 
&c. which they endeavoured to ground upon the very words 
of this verse. 

* Now as the leading of Christ into the wilderness, upon 
the day of atonement, was foreshadowed by the ceremony 
of the scape-goat; so his baptism on the same day was as 
expressly foreshadowed, or prefigured, as any event con- 
cerning him, either was, or could be, by the legal ceremony 
here mentioned, of Aaron's washing his body in the holy 
place. They are the words of Dr. Jackson, in Christ's An- 
swer to John's Question, sect. 64. where he endeavours to 
make out this. 

And put on his garments.] viz. His other garments, 
wherein he officiated upon other days ; which the Jews call 
his golden garments, to distinguish them from the white 
garments ; which alone he wore when he went into the most 
holy place. And the Jews call by this name of golden gar* 
ments, all the eight garments of the high-priest : four of 
which were common to him with the lower priests, and 
were made only of linen (yet they never call them by the 
name of white garments, which they appropriate to those in 
which he went to the most holy place) ; the other four, which 
gave the name to all the rest, weTC proper only to the high- 
priest himself ; viz. the robe (which had bells of gold at the 
bottom), the ephod, the breast-plate, and the golden-plate 
upon his forehead : which being put over the other four 
common garments, made him appear as if he were all 
clothed in gold. For they either consisted of solid gold, as 
the plate on his forehead ; or had solid gold appendant, as 
the robe had ; or had gold interwoven, as the ephod and 
the breast-plate. Now he put on these, after he had put 
off the linen garments, mentioned ver. 4. 23. which were 
never used but when he ministered in the holy of holies ; 
where he did not appear with the breast-plate of urim and 
thummim, and the rest of the golden garments, as'somo 
learned men have imagined; particularly Corn. Bertram, 
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in his book de Itepubl. Hebr. cap. vii. where he saith, 
" Hujus sacerdotis crat seinel in anno adytum sancluarii 
adirc, indutus ipso ephode." It belonged, to the high-priest 
to go once in the year into the most secret place of the sane- 
tuary, clothed ivith the ephod. Which is directly contrary 
to vcr.4. of this chapter. But many other great men have 
fallen into the same mistake : (seo J. Braunius de Vestitu 
Sacerdot. Hebr. lib. ii. cap. 20. n. 29. and cap. 25. n. 9, 10.) 

And come forth.] From the place where he put on his 
golden garments unto the altar of burnt-offerings. 

And offer his bxtrnt-offering, and the burnt-offering of the 
people.] I take this for the daily evening sacrifice, which 
usually was one lamb ; but on this day was two rams, one 
for, himself, and another for the people; unto whi<?h there 
was an additional offering of seven lambs of the first year; 
as they tell us in Joma, cap. 7. sect. 3. But before this, 
they there say, ho went and read to the people out of the 
book of the law, which was with great ceremony delivered 
to him. And he might read either in his pontifical habit, 
or in his own robes (which he pleased), for reading was no 
ministry, as the Gemara there observes. This reading 
began at Numb. xxix. 7, &c. where the sacrifice of seven 
lambs is ordered upon this day. 

Andmake an atonement for himself, andthepeople.] Rather, 
having made an atonement; which was already done by 
other sacrifices, not by these. 

Ver. 25. And the fat of the sin-offering shall be burnt 
upon the altar.] This also, I think, should be translated in 
the same manner, having burnt the fat of the sin-offering : 
which was done, I suppose, in the morning, when both the 
bullock and the goat were offered for sin, (ver. 11. 14.) but 
was not mentioned till now, to shew that their sacrifices 
were not perfected till both Aaron and the people were re- 
conciled to God; after which their bumt-sacrifices were 
acceptable to him. This burning of the fat was ordered in 
all sin-offerings, (iv. 8* 10. 2G.) and therefore, was not now 
to be omitted. And, perhaps, it was reserved to bo burnt, 
when the flesh of the bullock and the goat was burnt with- 
out the camp, (ver. 27.) which was in the conclusion of all 
the services of this day. 

Ver. 26. And he that let go the goat for the scape-goat.] 
After the man had dismissed the goat, it was not lawful 
for him to return farther back than one mile to the last 
tabernacle, where he was permitted to rest himself after 
his labour, and not remain all night in the wilderness. So 
they tell us in Joma, cap. G. sect. G. 

Shall wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh in water.] This 
goat being a public KaSappa, or purgation, (upon whom all 
their sins were thrown, was extremely impure; and there- 
fore could not be touched, without rendering the person 
who led him away unclean in the highest degree : which 
was the reason that he was bound to wash both his clothes 
and also his whole body in water, before he could so much 
as come into the camp. Porphyry observes the same 
custom among the heathen, who lv Svaiaig v7rorpo7rafctc 
(as his words are), in such kind of sacrifices as those for the 
averting evils, permitted no man who had meddled with 
them to come into the city, or to go to his own house, prj 
7rp6npov iaOrtra kq\ aw/xa 7rora/io7c v vnyy viroKaSypac, wlw had 
not first washed his clothes and hip body in some river, or in 
spring-water, (lib. ii. -mpi 'A-jtoxvc* sect. 44.) For nothing 
is more known than that such a kind of purification for 



washing themselves, was | custom all the world over; 
and continues to this day in the eastern, or other hot coun- 
tries, not only among the Mahometans, but the pagans, 
who plunge themselves three times, one after another, into 
their rivers, rising up with their faces to the cast, as all 
travellers into those parts tell us. 

And afterward come into the camp.] Have free conver- 
sation with his brethren, and, I suppose, without any far- 
ther ceremony, be admitted to the sanctuary. 
^ Ver. 27. And the bullock for the sin-offering, and the goat 
for the sin-offering.] Mentioned ver. 11. 15. 

Whose blood was brought in to make atonement in the 
holy place.] Of which we read in the same place, ver. 
14, 15. 

Shall one carry forth.] But first they were ripped up, 
and the imurim, as they call them, (mentioned in iv. 8, 9.) 
taken out, to be burnt upon the altar. And then the priest 
dissected them, (as the Misna saith in Joma, cap. G. sect. 
7.) not to pieces, as was wont to be done in burnt-offerings, 
but made only deep incisions, letting the parts hang still 
together; which being done, four men, saith R. Solomon, 
carried them forth upon two staves or bars, one being not 
able to do it: and accordingly the LXX. translate, these 
words iZofoovm, they shall carry forth. But one person, 
it is likely, had the principal care to see them burnt; which 
is the reason he only is mentioned. 

Without the camp.] Into a clean place, where the ashes 
were wont to be poured out,*(iv. 12.) There were three 
camps; (as I noted before, xiii.46.) the camp of the people, 
unto which Jerusalem answered in aftertimes; the camp 
of the Levites, unto which answered the mountain of tlie 
house (as they called it), the whole circuit about the temple; 
and the camp of God, or the sanctuary with all its courts, 
unto which answered the temple and its courts. So Mai- 
monides, in his treatise called Beth Habbechira, cap. vii. 
Now, as these sacrifices were carried to be burnt without 
the camp of the people, when they were in the wilderness, 
so they were burnt without the city of Jerusalem, after the 
temple was built there. 

Which illustrates the words of the apostle, Heb. xiii. 
10, 11, &c. where he takes it for granted, as a thing they all 
knew, that Jerusalem answered to the camp of Israel: and 
from thence shews, that the mystery prefigured by this goat, 
whose blood was brought into the holy place to make atone- 
ment (as he speaks in this verse), was accomplished in our 
blessed Lord and Saviour, who, that he might sanctify tlie 
people with his own blood, suffered without the gate, as the 
apostle there observes : that is, without the city, yet near 
the suburbs of Jerusalem; whose type or figure was the 
camp of the Israelites in the wilderness. 

And the intent of the apostle in this, and other such-like 
observations, was to shew, that our Saviour's sufferings on 
the cross were a most true and proper sacrifice; a sacrifice 
fully satisfactory for the sins of the world: or rather, more 
satisfactory for all the sins of men against the moral law 
of God, than the sacrifices on the day of atonement, the 
Passover, or other anniversary solemnities, were for sins 
merely against the law of ceremonies: as the apostle shews 
in the foregoing part of that epistle, (Heb. ix. 13, 14.) 

And they shall burn in the fire their skins, and their flesh, 
and their dung.] Here, it is plain, there was more than one 
who carried the bodies of these beasts without the camp ; 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



GHAP. XVI.] 



UPON LEVITICUS. 



417 



they being too heavy for any single person to bear. And 
they burnt them entirely : (see iv. 11, 12.) except what was 
offered upon the altar. Yet Josephus is pleased to except 
rac €&>x«ej hy which' he seems to mean their rumps, (lib. iii. 
cap. 30.) In which he forgot himself: for though these we're 
comprehended under the imurim of some sacrifices, (see 
viii. 3.) yet neither here, nor in the fourth chapter, ver. 8, 0. 
is there any mention of this fat; nor is it comprehended 
under the fat mentioned above, (ver. 25.) which the Misna 
in Joma says, was the fat of the inwards only. 

Ver. 28. And h* that burnetii them.'] The Vulgar Latin, I 
think, rightly translates it, Quicmique combtisserit, who- 
soever burneththem: for there was more than one, as I said 
before, employed in this business. 

Shall wash his clothes, &c] Being defiled by touching 
the sacrifices, which were charged with so many sins ; as 
he that carried away the scape-goat was, ver. 26. where 
there is the very same order in the same words. Now, when 
all this was done, the Misna saith, (cap. vii. Joma, sect. 4.) 
the high-priest washed himself again, and put on his white 
robes, which were proper to this day; and went into the 
most holy place, to fetch out the censer, with the dish, or 
cup, which he carried in when he went to burn incense, 
(ver. 12, 13.) And when he came out from thence, he 
washed, and put on his golden garments, and offered in- 
cense upon the golden altar, and trimmed the lamps. Which 
being done, they brought him his own garments, which he 
wore constantly; and when he had put them on, they accom- 
panied him to his house, where he entertained his friends 
with a. feast, being come out of the sanctuary in peace; 
that is, safe and in health. For by shifting his garments, 
and washing so often, he was in danger to catch cold (as 
we speak), and they did sometimes fall into various dis- 
eases upon this occasion, as P. Cunaeus observes out of 
Maimonides, lib. ii. de Repub. Hcb. cap. 14. and some 
died in the holy place, not having performed the service 
duly. Which, made it very reasonable, that he and his 
-friends should rejoice, when be returned in health and safety. 

Ver. 29. And this shall be a statute for ever unto you.'] 
Till the coming of Christ, in whom all that these sacrifices 
signified was accomplished : who put an end therefore to 
this legal dispensation, (see Exod. xii. 14.) 
• And in the seventh month.] When they had gathered in 
all the fruits of the earth, and thereby had the more liberty 
to attend such a solemn service. Which was the reason, 
perhaps, why there were more solemnities appointed in this 
month, than in any other month in the year ; as appears 
from the twenty-third chapter of this book. It had been an- 
ciently also the first month in the year, being the month, it is 
likely, wherein the world was created : but upon the deli- 
verance of Israel out of Egypt, the month Abib, by God's 
special command, was ordered to be the first. Yet not ab- 
solutely, but only in respect of that which was most eminent, 
viz. for the ecclesiastical account: for as to their civil or. 
temporal affairs, the seventh month (Tisri) still retained the 
precedence. 

On the tenth day of the month.] The Arabians imitated 
this; calling the fast of the tenth day of the month Mohar- 
ram, by the name of Ashura; which is exactly the Ashor 
(tenth day) here mentioned by Moses; from whom these 
people derived it, before the appearance of Mahomet: who, 
finding the Jews, when he came to Medina, fasting upon 
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this Any Ashura, asked them the reason of it: who told him 
(as the Mahometan writers report) it was in remembrance" 
of Pharaoh's being then drowned in the Red Sea: where-* 
upon he said, I have more to do with Moses than you, and* 
thereupon commanded his followers to fast on this day; (see* 
Dr. Pocock upon Abal-Farajius concerning the Manners 
of the Arabians, p. 309, 310.) But this is plainly an idle 
tale, invented by him or his followers; for the Jews would 
rather have feasted, than fasted upon the day of such a 
deliverance. But it shews that this day was remarkable 
among the Jews, and solemnly observed by them, where- 
soever they were; and was chosen by God, rather than any 
other day of the month, (if we may believe Maimonides, 
More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 43.) because it was the day on 
which Moses came down from the mount, with the second 
tables in his hand, and proclaimed to the people the remis- 
sion of their great sin, in worshipping the golden calf; in 
memory of which it was ordered to be entirely a day of re- 
pentance and of Divine worship. 

Ye shall afflict your souls.] By fasting and abstinence, 
not only from all meat and drink, but from all other plea- 
sure whatsoever: insomuch, that they might not wash their 
faces, much less anoint their heads, nor wear their shoes, 
nor use the marriage bed, nqr read (if their doctors say 
true) any portion of the law, which would give them de- 
light: for example, the story of their coming out of Egypt, 
and leading them through the Red Sea', &c. so far is the 
Mahometan story from having any colour of truth. It is 
likely, also, that to increase their grief 'they rent their 
clothes (as they did in other fasts in- aftertimes)', put on' 
sackcloth, girded it cIosq to' their flesh, sprinkled ashe'son 
their heads, &c. which were all intended; no doubt, to work 
in them an inward sorrow for all their sins, with a hearty 
abhorrence of them, and resolution to mortify and abstain 
from them. For though' the word soul be generally ex- 
pounded the sensitive part of us, which is afflicted hy fast- 
ing, (as the prophet Isaiah expounds this phrase, lviii. 
3. 5.) yet it is absurd to think that God was pleased with' 
this alone, without that inward compunction of mind, 
which made them break off their sins by righteousness; 
which the prophet there declares was the only acceptable 
fast to the Lord. 

The Hebrew doctors here observe, that they did not 
afflict little children on this day, by making them fast from 
all food, till they were of the age of eleven years; but only 
taught them what they were to do when they came of age, 
that they might be accustomed to the precept. (See Joma, 
cap. 8. sect. 4.) 

And do no work at all.] Not only abstain from all plea- 
sure, but from all labour whatsoever: nothing being to be 
done upon this day but confession of sins and repent- 
ance, as Maimonides expresses it in the place beforemen* 
tioned. 

WJiether it be one of your own country, or a stranger 
that sojourneth among you.] The Hebrew word ezrach is 
extant only here and xxiii. 42. which signifies as much 
as ono that had his original among them, being born an 
Israelite, as it is there expressed. The opposite to which 
is gher (a stranger, we translate it), one that was of an- 
other nation, but had embraced the Jewish religion, and 
lived among them; who in the New Testament is called^ 
prosehjte. 
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Ver. 30. For on that day shall the priest make an atone* 
mentfor you.] If upon this day they ailljctcd and humbled 
their souls (as Conr. Pcllicanus glosses), with fasting and 
prayer and anguish for their sins, with alms also, beseech- 
ing God's mercy with tears and signs iu sackcloth and 
ashes; resting from all Semite works, and devoted wholly to 
the Lord. 

To cleanse you.] From all the transgressions and sins 
mentioned ver. 1G. from which both the high-priest, and 
his family, and all the people were to be purged on this 
day. For which reason the greatest care was to be used 
to see it rightly observed, because all their happiness de- 
pended upon it. For the land of Canaan was promised 
them, upon condition that they kept the law; offering all 
the sacrifices therein prescribed; especially this great sa- 
crifice, which Avas to cleanse them from the guilt of all 
their neglects or breaches of this law. Which should 
teach us Christians to conclude, that as the inheritance of 
that good land was assigned the Jews in consideration of 
their sacrifices, as the condition of that covenant, by 
which they were prescribed ; so the inheritance of the 
kingdom of heaven is made over to us by the covenant of 
grace, in consideration of the obedience and sufferings of 
Christ Jesus, of # which they were a figure. For it is his 
blood that cleanseth vs from all unrighteousness (as St* 
John speaks), and secures our claim to the heavenly inhe- 
ritance. 

That ye may be clean from all your sins.] If a man was 
bound to offer sacrifice for any sin that was certain, he was 
not excused from it by this sacrifice on the day of expia- 
tion; but was bound to make that other sacrifice also. 
But the day of expiation freed those who were bound to 
offer sacrifices for dubious offences. SoMaimonides saith, 
(in his treatise of Offences committed through Error, chap. 3. 
sect. 9.) that those sins which were known to none but 
God/ were taken away by this solemn day of expiation, 
without any other sacrifice. But the Misna, in the last 
section of Joma, acknowledges very honestly, that the day 
of expiation did not pnrge men from the guilt of the 
offences they had committed against their neighbour, un- 
less they first gave him satisfaction. 

Before the Lord.] Who dwelt among them, and would 
continue to do so, if they observed his laws, and took care 
to be thus cleansed from all their sins. But, lest any man 
should mistake this matter, it may be here fit to observe, 
that there w r ere no sacrifices at all appointed by the law of 
Moses for capital offences; and therefore when he speaks 
here of making them clean from all their sins upon this 
day, such as these (for instance, murder, adultery, idola- 
try, &c.) are not included: for this great sacrifice could 
not obtain a pardon for them, but only for offences com- 
mitted against the ritual laws contained in this book; 
and that also when they Averc committed through error 
or ignorance: for if they were done presumptuously, 
cutting off was threatened to them: (see Numb. xv. from 
Ver. 22. to 32.) And this appears plainly from the sa- 
crifices themselves that arc.here appointed; which had no 
virtue in them from their own worth and value, but only 
from God's institution, to make expiation for any sin. 
For the death of a bullock or a goat was not of such 
account with God, that it could prevail for the taking 
away of guilt, unless he had given it such a power. And 



that power which he was pleased to allow unto them, 
was neither infinite, nor could it be so. For the guilt that 
they were principally designed to abolish, was not of such 
a nature as to require such an expiation: it arising from 
things which were neither good nor evil in themselves; and 
therefore could not create such a guilt. Such were all the 
unclcanncsscs from certain natural fluxes, from touching a 
dead body, and innumerable other such-like impurities; 
which depending wholly upon the will of God, who by a 
positive law made such things to bring men under a guilt; 
by the same will he appointed a proportionable expiation 
of it l>y these sacrifices, whose power to cleanse depended 
also purely upon his pleasure. And if they had any virtue 
to purge men from the real guilt of sins committed against 
the eternal laws of God; this they had not of themselves, 
but from the most gracious will of God, who w r as pleased 
to apply to this purpose the future satisfaction of the im- 
maculate Lamb of God, of which these sacrifices were a 
shadow and type. For a body being prepared for the 
Son of God, and he offering himself for us, that was a 
sacrifice of such infinite value in its own nature, that 
it expiated all manner of sins of all men. To this effect, 
that excellent person Joh. Wagenseil discourses, in 
his confutation of R. Lipman's Carmen Memoriale, p. 
488. 

Ver. 31. It shall be a sabbath of rest'unto you.] In the 
Hebrew the words arc a sabbath of sabbaths, i. c. a great 
or perfect sabbath, like that of the seventh day in every 
week; on which they might do no manner of work. And 
so the seventh day is called just as this is, a sabbath of rest, 
or sabbath of sabbaths: (see Exod. xxxi. 15. xxxv. 2.) 
which gave occasion to those jeers we meet withal in Mar-„ 
tial and others, at the Jews' fasting on their sabbath-days : 
for reading Moses's books carelessly, they fancied the Jews 
observed as strict a fast upon every sabbath-day, as they 
did on this, which was but once a year. , 

And ye shall afflict your souls by a statute for ever.] See 
ver. 29. 

Ver. 32. And the priest whom ye shall anoint, &c] The 
high-priest, who should be anointed and consecrated in his 
father's stead (when he was dead), is here ordered to make 
this atonement yearly. That is, what was now done by 
Aaron, was to be done by every high-priest successively, 
when he w r as legally put into his office; by vesting him 
with the priestly garments, anointing him, and offering the 
sacrifices of consecration, (viii. 7. 10. 22.) 

This statute confined the sacred work of this day to the 
high-priest, who alone could perform it: but it shews withal, 
as the apostle observes, the great imperfection of this legal 
priesthood, which could not, by reason of death, continue 
always in one person : but there were many priests, suc- 
ceeding one another in the office, which became often va- 
cant. Whereas our great High-priest, because he continued 
for ever, i. e. never dies, hath an unchangeable priesthood : 
and therefore is able to save to the uttermost, or evermore, 
those that come to God by him, (Heb. vii. 23—25.) 

And shall put on the linen clothes, even the holy garment.] 
He was to take a special care not to officiate on this day in 
any other garments but those mentioned ver. 4. which were 
peculiarly appropriated to this service, and called the white 
garments; which were a figure, perhaps, of the perfect pu- 
rity of our great High-priest, who, as it there immediately 
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follows, (Hcb. vii. 26.) is holy, harmless, tindefiled, separate 
from sinners. 

Ver. 33. And lie shall make an atonement for the holy sanc- 
tuary, &c] In tiiis verse he only sums up the whole duty of 
the day; in which a general atonement was made, for all 
things, and for all persons. The only thing to be observed is, 
that the expiation of the sanctuary, the tabernacle, and the 
altar, preceded the expiation of the piiests and of the people, 
who were to be expiated by the sacrifices offered there. But 
the expiation of the high-priest himself, who was to make 
the expiation of the sanctuary, preceded all the rest; as is 
apparent from ver. 11. 

Vcr. 34. And this shall be an everlasting statute.'] The 
repetition of this the third time^ (see ver. 29. 31.) shews of 
how great importance it was,, that this annual solemnity 
should be observed. 

Unto you.] The high-priests (beforementioned), of whom 
he speaks in the plural number, because- none of them 
could continue always, (as I have observed ver. 32.) but 
enjoyed the office successively, upon the death of their pre- 
decessors. 

To make an atonement for the children of Israel, for all 
their sins, once a year.] This is only a repetition of what 
was said ver 30. that it should be incumbent on the high- 
priest, by a perpetual obligation, to make an atonement for 
the people's sins on this day ; as it was incumbent on the 
people (ver. 29.) to afflict their souls upon this day. 

And he did as the Lord commanded Moses.] The service 
of this day was immediately performed by Aaron, accord- 
ing to the forenamed order. 



CHAP. XVII. 

r Ver. 1. JjlND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] After 
he had ordered the great anniversary sacrifice, in the fore- 
going chapter, he gives some directions about other sacri- 
fices, for which there would be occasion every day. 

Ver. 2. Speak unto Aaron and his sons, and all the child- 
ren of Israel] Who were all concerned in what follows; 
and Iherefore this command is directed to the whole house 
of Israel, (ver. 3.) to whom this was delivered, it is likely, 
by their elders : or else Moses himself went from tribe to 
tribe, and spake to their several families. 

And say unto them, This is the thing which the Lordhath 
commanded.] Enjoined by a special law. 

Vcr. 3. Whatsoever man there be of the house of Israel 
that killeth an ox, or lamb, or goat.] viz. For a sacrifice or 
offering, (as it follows ver. 4.) these being the only creatures 
of the herd and the flock that were permitted to be brought 
to God's altar. There are those, indeed, who think Moses 
speaks of killing these creatures for common use ; which it 
was lawful for them to do any where, after they came to 
the land of Canaan, (Deut. xii. 15.) but now they were not 
to kill them for their food, unless they brought them to the 
door of the tabernacle, and there first sacrificed some part 
of them to the Lord, before they tasted of them themselves. 
By which their sacrificing to demons was prevented, (to 
which they were prone, ver. 7.) and they also constantly 
feasted with God while they dwelt in the wilderness. But 
this is better founded upon Deut. xii. 20, 21. where it is sup- 
posed that they had thus done, while they remained in the 



wilderness ; and were so near to the house of God, that they 
might easily bring thither every beast they killed for ordi- 
nary use. But they were dispensed withal as to this, when 
they came into Canaan, and could not possibly, when they 
had a mind to eat flesh, go so far as to the tabernacle or 
temple, which was many miles from some of them. Instead 
whereof, they were bound to come at the three great festi- 
vals, and appear before God at his house, wheresoever they 
dwelt. 

In the camp, or that killeth it out of the camp.] This 
seems to shew that he doth not speak of killing these 
beasts, ad usum vescendi, as St. Austin's words are, for the 
use of eating (for that they did not do out of the: camp, but 
in their tents), but de sacrificiis, he speaks concerning sa- 
crifices. For he prohibits (as he goes on) private sa- 
crifices, lest every man should take upon him to bo a 
priest, &c. 

'Ver 4. And he bringeth it not unto the door of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, to offer an offering unto the Lord.] 
In ancient time every man had performed the office of a 
priest in his own family: but now that liberty is taken 
away, because tbey had abused it to idolatry: and every 
man was bound to bring his sacrifice to the house of God, 
where none but the sons of Aaron could officiate, and had 
the most sacred obligations on them to offer only to the 
Lord. The very heathens themselves, in future times, 
found it necessary to enact the very same; as appears by 
Plato in the latter end of his tenth book of Laws, where 
he hath these memorable words: v Ecrrw vofiog oSc roTc 
%V}iwa<n Ktifisvog a-irXijg, hpa jutjSc tig ev iSiatg olKiatg Ikt/jctS'w. 
Let this be a law imposed absolutely upon all, that ho 
man whatsoever have a sacred place in private hottses; but 
when he hath a mind to offer sacrifice, let him go to the pub- 
lic temples, and deliver his sacrifice to the priests, whether 
men or women, dig ayvda tovtwv Imfiekiig, whose business 
it is to take care that these things be performed in a holy 
manner. By which it appears, that these were two esta- 
blished principles of religion in wise men's minds, to sacri- 
fice publicly, and to bring their sacrifices to the priests, 
who were to take care to offer them purely. Unto which 
Moses adds one thing more, that their public sacrifices 
should be offered only at one place : which was a most effi- 
cacious preservative from all strange worship; nothing 
being done but under the eye of the ministers of religion, 
and the governors of the people. Insomuch that St. Chry- 
sostom (as our learned Dr. Spencer observes, lib. i. do 
Bit. et Le£. Hebr. lib. i. cap. 4. sect. 1.) calls Jerusalem, . 
which was afterwards established to be this place, KaOairep 
nva <rvv$E(Tfiov Xarptiag, a kind of bond or knot, whereby 
the whole nation was tied to the Judaical religion. 

Before the tabernacle of the Lord.] Before the Divine 
Majesty, which dwelt in the tabernacle ; round about which 
they all inhabited, and were so near it while they travelled 
in the wilderness, that, as there was no trouble' in bringing 
all their sacrifices thither, so they knew certainly whither 
to go. And thus the Hebrew doctors observe it was when 
they came into Canaan ; where, while the tabernacle was 
fixed in Shiloh, none might sacrifice anywhere else: but 
when it wandered uncertainly (after Shiloh was destroyed), 
being sometimes in Mispeh, sometimes at Gilgal, and at 
Nob, and Gibcon, and the house of Obed Edom, they 
fancy it was lawful to sacrifice in other places. For so 
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we find Samuel did, 1 Sam. vii. 9. ix. 13. (where he sacri- 
ficed in a high place), xi. 15. xvi. 2. and David, 2 Sam. 
xxiv. 18. and Elias, 1 Kings xviii. 23. But these may bo 
thought extraordinary acts, done by an immediate warrant 
.from God; for none of theso persons wero priests, but pro- 
phets guided by Divine inspirations. (See Dr. Outram 
Jib. i. De Sacrific. cap. 2.) 

Blood shall be imputed unto that man ; he hath shed blood.] 
He was to bo punished as a murderer; that is, die for it. 
For to have blood imputed to a man, in the Hebrew phrase, 
or to be guilty of blood, is to be liablo to have his blood 
shed, or to lose his life. Which, as of old it was the pu- 
nishment of every one who killed another man, (Gen. ix. 
(J.) so here he is condemned to dio who sacrificed any 
where but at the tabernacle. 

And that man shall be cut off from among his people.] 
This, not another punishment (unless we supposo it relates 
to his posterity), and therefore the first word should be 
translated, not and, but for. And the meaning either is, 
that the magistrate should pass the sentence of death upon 
him, or God would destroy him himself. The latter sense 
is most probable, because he threatens (ver. 10.) to exe- 
cute vengeance with his own hand, upon him that was 
guilty of eating blood. It is thought, indeed, by some, 
that cutting off doth not signify death; but, as in other 
places of this book, cutting off is so evidently joined with 
death, that so little cannot bo meant by it, as depriving 
such persons of the privileges of God's people, (for in- 
stance, when any offered his children to Moloch, xx. 2 — 5. 
or did not afflict his soul on the day of atonement, xxiii. 
29, 30.) so here in this place it most certainly signifies the 
putting him that was guilty of this crime to death ; because 
he was to be punished as a murderer. AVhich severe pe- 
nalty was enacted in this case, to preserve the Israelites 
from idolatry. For if they had been permitted to offer sa- 
crifice where they pleased, they might easily have forsaken 
God by altering the rites which he had ordained ; nay, by 
offering to strange gods : particularly to the demons, which, 
in those days, frequented the fields, and endeavoured to 
persuade the ignorant that they were gods, as seems to 
be intimated in the next verse and ver. 7. 
. Ver. 5. To the end.] Or, for this cause; i. e. to avoid 
that heavy punishment beforementioned. 

That the children of Israel may bring their sacrifices.] 
Or, sliall bring : as the Vulgar Latin translates it (regarding 
the senso more than the words), " Ideo sacerdoti offerre de- 
bent," &c. Therefore; they ought to bring to the priest their 
sacrifices, &c. 

Wliichthey offer in the open field.] Where the pagans 
erected their altars, to procure fruitfulness to their .fields. 
Insomuch that Libanius saith (in his oration vntp hpwv), 
that the temples, or holy places, were the very soul or life 
of the fields : ^P^x*) Y^p, w jSaanXev, roig aypoic to. Upa. And 
that in them lay the hope of the husbandmen : tcalroig ywp- 
yovm iy avrolg ai IXniSze- How old this idolatry was, we 
cannot certainly tell ; but it continued a long time among 
the Israelites, as we learn from the prophet Jeremiah, 
xiij. 27. and Hosea xv. 11. where he saith, " Their altars 
were as l^eaps in the furrows of the field :" that is, there 
wero abundance of them, notwithstanding this early prohi- 
bition given by Moses. And among tho gentiles, Festus 
tells us they offered sacrifices to the terrestrial gods, in 



terra, upon the very ground {according to the Hebrew 
phrase here, on the face of the field), but to the infernal 
gods, in terra effossa, in holes or pits digged in the earth; 
and to the celestial, in (edificiis a terra exaltatis, in build- 
ings exalted above the earth; I e. upon altars: which had 
their name from hence, ab altitudine, from their height, as 
both he and Servius also tell us. And every one knows 
that they delighted to set them in high places, on the tops 
of mountains and hills; especially where there were groves 
and shady trees, under which they set them, even in valleys, 
and in the highways, fields, and meadow's. For they were 
so fond of them, that those who were against erecting of 
temples to their gods (as Zcno was), yet never sacrificed 
without altars, which they set in the open air, to signify 
they believed he whom they worshipped could not be cir- 
cumscribed. 

Even that they may bring them unto the Lord.] Or, they 
shall bring them even unto tlte Lord: who had settled his 
habitation at the tabernacle, and would be worshipped no 
where else with sacrifices. 

Unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation unto 
the priests.] Here seems to be another reason why they 
were not permitted to offer in the field; because God 
would have none but the priests (men* appointed by him- 
self to attend for this purpose at his house) to offer sacri- 
fices to him, according to tho rites he had prescribed. 

And offer them for peace-offerings unto the Lord.] Upon 
these words Nachmanides grounds the forenamed opinion, 
that whilst the Jews continued in the wilderness, they ate 
no meat at their own private tables, but what had been 
first offered to God at the tabernacle. Behold, saith he, 
God commanded tJiat all which the Israelites did eat should 
be peace-offerings. Which was afterwards altered when 
they came to Canaan, and lived remote from the house of 
God. And such a custom "prevailed among the gentiles, 
who would not sit down to eat at their tables till they had 
offered bread and wine unto their gods. Thus it was 
among the Chaldees, as appears from Dan. i. 8. But then 
they had many altars every where, even in their own pri- 
vate houses. Whereas here in the wilderness there was 
but one altar, which could not contain all the fat that was 
to be burnt on it every day, if we suppose the Israelites to 
havo commonly killed beasts for their own eating. It 
seems to be the truer opinion, that they seldom or never did 
that while they were in the wilderness; but all the beasts 
they killed were for sacrifice, of which Moses here speaks. 
So R. Levi Barzelonita, (Prsecept. clxxxvii.) and other 
Jewish doctors; they are here forbidden to offer a sacrifice 
to God any where without the tabernacle. He mentions 
indeed only peace-offerings; but the reason is, because 
they were most common ; being offered not only for all the 
mercies they had received, but for all they desired to ob- 
tain from God ; as Abarbinel observes upon the seventh 
chapter of this book, where the several sorts of them are 
mentioned. Men were more forward also to bring these' 
offerings than any other, because they were to have their 
share of them, and feast upon them. 

Ver. G. And the priest shall sprinkle the blood upon the 
altar of the Lord at the door of the tabernacle.] This de- 
pends upon the foregoing command of offering all their sa- 
crifices at the tabernacle ; that so the blood might be 
sprinkled upon the altar (and poured out at the bottom of 



Digitized by Microsoft® 



CHAP. XVII.] 



UPON LEVITICUS. 



421 



it, as it is required in other places of this book), and not 
kept together in a vessel, or a hole in the ground, as the 
manner of the ancient idolatry was, when they offered their 
sacrifices in the field, and sat about this blood, and feasted 
upon the flesh of their sacrifice. So Maimonides saith the 
custom of the Zabii was, (More Xevochim. par. iii. cap. 

46.) 

And burn the fat.] So the manner was in all sacrifices : 
which is said also to be for a sweet savour unto the Lord, 
(see i. 8, 9. iii. 3. 5. iv. 35, &c.) 

Ver. 7. And they shall no more.'] It seems by this they 
had been guilty oi other idolatrous practices, besides that 
of worshipping the golden calf, (Exod. xxxii.) And so much 
is expressed Deut. xxxii. 17. And it was a sin of which 
their fathers had been long guilty, especially in Egypt, 
(Josh. xxiv. 14. Ezek. xx. 7. xxiii. 2, 3.) which they had not 
left, but continued in the wilderness, (Amos v. 25.) 

Offer their sacrifices unto devils.] These words shew the 
reason , \yhy God commands them, under such a heavy pe- 
nalty, to offer only in one place at the tabernacle ; be- 
cause, while they sacrificed in the open fields, they had 
been in danger to be seduced by demons, w T ho were wont 
to frequent those places (especially in deserts), and pre- 
sent themselves to ignorant people as if they were gods, 
and entice their devotion towards them. Which tlemons; 
or evil spirits, appeared, it is likely, in the form of goats; 
and therefore are here called seirim, which properly signi- 
fies goats. And hath made some imagine, that they really 
sacrificed to these creatures, as some of the Egyptians did, 
who held goats be bo sacred animals. So Diodorus tells 
us, (lib. ii.) Tdv & rpdyov aw&iuxrav, &c. they deified a 
goat ; upon the same account that the Greeks worshipped 
Priapus. Herodotus, in his Euterpe, cap. 4G. saith the 
same of the Mendesii,who, he saith, worshipped the males 
more than the females. And many other authors men- 
tioned by Bochartus (inhisHicrozoicon, par. i. lib. ii.cap. 
53.) report the same. But I question whether the Egyp- 
tians were guilty of such idolatry in the days of Moses. 
Xfor is there more truth in their opinion, who think the 
Israelites now worshipped images in this form of goats. 
Which the LXX. seem to have thought, when they trans- 
lated it rolg fiaraloig, to vain things, as idols are called in 
Scripture. And yet this very word, seirim, is by the Greek 
translators rendered Aaifi6via, Isa. xiii. 21. which we here 
follow; only instead of demons translating it devils : whom 
the ancient Zabii worshipped, they appearing tp them in 
the form of goats ; and this custom was universally spread 
(as Maimonides thinks) in Moses's time, which was the 
cause of this precept, (More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 46.) 

And, indeed, nothing is more common in the writings of 
the ancient heathen, than the mention of fauns and satyrs, 
$nd aegipanes, whose shape below was that of a goat. 
And to this day, in the solemn conventions of witches, the 
chief devil that presides in their assemblies, is said, by all 
that have examined such matters, to have the form of a 
goat. And our famous countryman, Alexander Hales, in 
his discourse upon the scape-goat, (which is in his Summa, 
par. iii. q. 55.) derives the reason of it from the frequent 
appearance of demons in this shape in the wilderness; as 
Mr. Selden observes in his Prolegomena to his book De 
Diis Syris. They that would see more of these seirim, 
may consult I. G. Vossius, lib. i. de Orig. ct Progr. 



Idol- cap. 8. and Bochartus's Hicrozoicon, par. ii. lib. vi. 
cap. 7. 

There is one, indeed, (Anton. Van Dale) who hath lately 
endeavoured to explode all these fancies, as he esteems 
them, of demons: which he would have to be the mere 
invention of the ancient Chaldeans; and from them derived 
to other nations. But he will never be able to make any 
wise man believe, that the world was so sottish as to wor- 
ship the images of goats (which he takes to be meant by 
seirim), if there had not been an appearance of something 
in that shape which they accounted Divine. 

After whom they have gone a whoring.'] L e. With whom 
they have committed idolatry. For this sin was justly 
called by the name of whoredom, ever after they were so- 
lemnly contracted and espoused to God, to be his peculiar 
people. (Exod. xix. 5.) Which is the reason that he is 
said so often to be a jealous God, (particularly Exod. xx. 
5.) highly incensed, that is, at their worshipping other gods 
besides him. For this and such-like words are never 
used but concerning idolatry; which Ezekfel describes as 
the foulest whoredom, (xvi. 22.) and particularly mentions 
this whoredom with the Egyptians, ver. 2G. and the Assy- 
rians, ver. 28, &c. 

This shall be a statute for ever unto them throughout all 
generations.] These words seem to me to determine the 
sense of the foregoing precept, to which they relate, (from 
ver. 2, &c.) not to be, that all the meat they killed for their 
own tables should be peace-offerings ; for that, all confess, 
was not a statute for ever (if it were one at all) throughout 
all generations; but only while they were in the wilderness, 

Ver. 8. And thou shalt say unto them, Whatsoever man 
there be of the house of Israel, or of the strangers which so- 
journ among you.] These words also shew he speaks in 
the foregoing of hringing all sacrifices whatsoever to the 
tabernacle; the same law which was 1 given before to the 
Israelites, being now extended to all strangers that so- 
journed among them. By whom he means all such as 
were proselytes to the Jewish religion. So the LXX. here 
translate it; and they add the very same words to ver. 3. 
where the house of Israel is only mentioned in the original 
Hebrew. The only question is, what sort of proselytes 
are here intended 1 And I take it he speaks of the prose- 
lytes of righteousness (as the Jews call them), who were 
circumcised, and thereby embraced the whole religion of 
Moses. And this, I find, is the general opinion: though 
some few learned men contend, that any stranger, who had 
renounced idolatry (whom they called a proselyte of tJie 
gate), might bring his sacrifices to the altar. Which one 
can hardly allow, (though asserted by so great a man afc 
Grotius, lib. i. de Jure Belli et Pacis, cap. 16.) because 
he speaks of the same strangers here, which are mentioned 
ver. 10. where all such strangers are forbidden to eat 
blood. Which plainly belongs to such strangers as were 
become Jews by circumcision: for other strangers might 
eat it, as appears from Deut. xiv. 21. where the Israelites 
are allowed to sell what died of itself to a stranger, that he 
might eat it if he pleased : and such creatures had their 
blood in them. 

That offereth a burnt-offering or sacrifice.] L e. Any other 
sacrifice besides burnt-offerings, viz. sin-offerings, or tres- 
pass-offerings, or peace-offerings. None of which were ac- 
cepted, but from such as were admitted into the Jewish ro- 
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ligion: (hough the pious gentiles, the Jews say, might 
bring burnt-offerings. 

Vcr. 9. And bringeth it not to the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation, to offer it unto the Lord.] As he or- 
dered their peace-offerings to be, vcr. 4, 5. 

Shall be cut off from among his people-] This demon- 
strates, that the foregoing precept and this belong to the 
same matter; being enforced with the same penalty, (vcr. 
4.) And it also shews, that the strangers bcforcmcntioncd, 
signify such gentiles as were circumcised: for otherwise 
they were not of the body of the people of Israel, from 
which they are threatened to be cut off, if they did not ob- 
serve this law. 

Ver. 10. And what man soever he be of the house of Israel, 
or of the strangers that sojourn among you.] Sec ver. 8. 

That eateth any manner of blood.] This is forbidden be- 
fore, iii. 17. and repeated again, vii. 26. (see both those 
places), where it is explained what blood he means ; either 
of birds or beasts. Nothing is said of fishes, because they 
were not offered at the altar, and have little blood in them : 
hor is there any direction given any where how they should 
be killed. It is said, indeed, in this place, that they should 
not eat any manner of blood; but the meaning seems to be, 
neither of blood offered at the altar, nor of beasts killed for 
their own use : or else it is to be limited as before, to the 
blood of beasts and birds, (ver. 13.) for fishes were not at 
all considered. And here the reason is added why they 
should not eat blood (which was not mentioned in the fore- 
named places), because it was the life of the beast, and was 
therefore reserved to make atonement for their souls. 

I will even set my face against that soul, &c] That is, be 
extremely angry with him, and severely punish him, by cut- 
ting him off (as it here follows) from the body of the nation. 
Maimonidcs observes in the forcnamed place, (More Ne- 
vo'ch. par. iii. cap. 46.) that this is the same expression 
which is used against him that offered his children to Mo- 
loch, xx. 3. and that this phrase is never used in Scripture 
concerning any other sin, but only these two, idolatry and 
eating blood. For the eating of blood gave occasion (he 
shews) to one kind of idolatry, in the worshipping of de- 
mons : whose food the ancient idolaters imagined the blood 
was ; by eating of which their worshippers had communion 
with them. (See Psal. xvi. 4. and Grotius there.) 

Vcr. 11. For the life of Hue flesh is in the blood ; and I have 
given it to you upon the altar, to make an atonement for 
your souls, &c] Some think here arc two distinct reasons 
against eating of blood : but the words, as they Ho in the 
Hebrew, may avcII be translated, Because the life of the flesh 
(Of any beast, that is) is in the blood, therefore I have given 
it to you (or, appointed it for you) upon the altar, to make 
an atonement, &e. Which is as much as to say, the life of 
the beast lying in the blood, I have ordained it to expiate 
your sins, that by its death, in your stead, your life may be 
preserved: and, therefore, I require you not to eat that 
which is appointed for so holy an end. For it would have 
been very unseemly if they had vulgarly used that to which 
they owed the favour of God and their very lives. 

^Nothing could bo more rational than this precept, viz. 
that a thing so sacred, as to be peculiarly appointed for 
them upon the altar, should not lose that honour and esteem 
that .was due to it. As the blood would have done, if it 
had been allowed to be commonly eaten; for that is very 



contemptible which goes into <he draught (as our Saviour 
speaks), and at last becomes ordure. 

For it is the blood that viaketh an atonement for the soul.] 
The blood, that is, of the sacrifices, which by God's ap- 
pointment are offered to expiate your sins; that is, to pre- 
serve you from perishing. For to make an atonement, and 
to be a ransom, arc the very same thing; as appears from 
Exod. xxx. 12. compared with vcr. 15, 10. And to be a 
ransom, is to deliver from death, as appears from the words 
in that place — they shall every man give a ransom for his 
soul unto the Lord, that there be no plague among them. 
For the sins of the sacrificcr being laid upon the beast 
which he offered, by imposition of his hand on its head, 
and confessing them there,' they were taken away by the 
blood of that beast, unto which they were translated. And 
that not merely by the obedience of him that offered the sa- 
crifice (which the followers of Socinus say God accepted), 
but by the blood of the sacrifice itself, as these words ex- 
pressly declare, which was offered in his stead. Thus* 
Thcodoret upon these words ; God commanded the soul of 
the irrational creature, with its blood, avri rfjc <n*c, &c. to be 
offered, instead of thy rational and immortal soul. And 
thus the Jews themselves understand it; particularly Aben 
Ezra, upon these wwds, saith, the soul, instead of the soul; 
i. e. the soul of the beast was offered instead of the soul of 
the man. And R. Solomon Jarchi to the same purpose; 
one soul comes, and makes expiation for another soul. And 
Maimonides more largely; I have spared the soul of the 
man, and given this blood upon the altar ; that the soul of 
the beast may make expiation for the soul of the man. And 
so Abarbinel, and many more, which maybe seen in Dr. Ou- 
tranks most learned book De Sacrificiis, lib. i. cap. 22. n. 11. 

Ver. 12. Therefore I said unto the children of Israel, No 
soul of you shall eat blood, neither shall any stranger that so- 
jowneth among you eat blood.] What other reason soever 
there was before for not eating blood, (sec Gen. ix. 4.) this 
is the reason why God forbade it to the children of Israel; 
and to all that joined themselves unto thcir^religion. 

Ver. 13. And whatsoever man there be of the children of 
Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn among you, which 
hunteth and catcheth any beast or fowl that may be eaten.'} 
Though no other beasts or fowls be mentioned but those 
that were taken in hunting (that being a very common thing 
in those days), yet the precept extends to all those that were 
bred at home, and were allowed by the law for their food. 
So a MS. author, mentioned by J. Wagcnseil, in his anno- 
tations upon Sota, cap. 2. excerpt. Gemara, n. 6. where he 
puts abundance of cases upon this subject. 

lie shall even pour out the blood thereof, and cover it with 
dust.] Though it was not the blood of a sacrifice offered at 
the altar, but of a beast or bird killed for their own use, 
they might not eat it, but bury it in the ground; lest any 
beast should lick it up, as it is commonly interpreted. Mai- 
monides hath found a deeper reason for this, which is, that 
nobody might meet and feast about it. By which means 
Moses broke their society and fellowship with demons; 
who, in those 4imes, were thought to feed upon the blood, 
in a bowl or hole, whilst their worshippers sat about it eat- 
ing of the flesh. So he writes in the place often before- 
mentioned, (More Ncvoch. par. iii. cap. 46.) And this 
was the more necessary while they remained in the wilder- 
ness, because demons were wont to haunt such places, and 
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there appear; but not in cities or habitable places, (See 
Mr. Selden, lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 4. p. 201.) If a man, 
therefore, saw his neighbour kill a beast, and neglect to 
cover its blood with dust, he was bound to go and do it 
himself; because God speaks here unto the children of Is- 
rael, L e. to all of them, (ver. 12.) as R, Levi Barzelonita 
glosses, Proecept, clxxxv. And the forenamed MS., men- 
tioned by AVagenseil, saith, they covered the blood with 
this form of benediction; " Blessed be the Lord our God, 
the King of the world, who hath sanctified us with his pre- 
cepts, and commanded us to cover blood." Which shews 
they thought. this a precept of great weight. 

Ver. 14, For it is the life of all flesh, &c] Whether of 
beasts or fowl beforementioned : and therefore prohibited 
to be eaten by them (as was before observed), because it 
was offered to God, and accepted by him for their life, 
when they had forfeited it by their sins, 

TJierefore I said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall eat 
the blood of no manner of flesh.'] See ver, 12, where the 
same thing is said, but. not so fully as here: for he only 
saith in that verse, No soul of you shall eat blood; but in 
this, Ye shall eat tlte blood of no manner of flesh. 

For the life of all flesh is the blood thereof] This is so 
often repeated (no less than three times in this verse), the 
more to deter them from eating blood: which was the life 
of the beast, and therefore offered to God, as the Lord and 
Giver of life; and consequently belonged to nobody else. 
, Ver. 15. And every soul that eateth that which dieth of 
itself] And consequently had the blood remaining in it; as 
all things, also, which were not rightly killed had (the He- 
brews think), and therefore here forbidden. 

Or that which was torn with beasts.] Which was nothing 
else (as Maimonides speaks) but the beginning to be a 
dead carcass, (More Nevochim, par, iii. cap. 48.) 

Whether it be one of your own country , or a stranger.] 
By a stranger, is meant one that had embraced the Jewish 
religion : for other gentiles might eat such things. Nay, 
the Israelites themselves (as Maimonides observes), when 
they went to war, and entered the countries of the gentiles, 
and subdued them, might eat that which died of itself, or 
was torn of beasts; nay, swine's flesh, and such-like food, 
when they were hungry, and could find no other meat. 
(See Schickardi Mishpat Hamelek, cap. 5. Theor. 18,) 

lie shall both wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh in 
toater, &c] When he had eaten these things unwittingly, 
and came to know it, he was thus to purify himself. If he 
did it knowingly, it was a high crime against an express law, 
repeated more fully Peut. xiv, 21. and punished, as some 
think, with death. But I suppose they mean he was ob- 
noxious to the Divine displeasure, and in danger to be cut 
off by him, if he did not offer a sacrifice to expiate his 
offence: which seems, to be allowed in such cases, as it 
was for greater offences, (vi. 1, 2, &c.) And the Jewish 
doctors say, he who violated this law, was only to be 
beaten: for cutting off, either by the hand of God, or the 
court of judgment, was not threatened to sins of so light a 
nature as this. So Maimonides observes in his More 
]N T cvoch. par, iii. cap. 41, 

Ver. 1G. But if he wash them not, nor bathe his flesh, he 
shall bear his iniquity.] Be liable to be punished by God, 
for the neglect of the means of his purification. And if 
while he continued thus unclean, he adventured to eat of 



the peace-offerings, he was in danger to be cut off from Ms 
people, (vii, 20.) 

CHAP. XVIII. 

Ver. 1. jCjLND the Lord spake unto mioses, saying.] It is 
not said, when theLord delivered these laws to Moses ; but 
it is likely after the other, and before those that follow. 

Ver. 2. Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto 
them.] They were all concerned in these laws about 
marriage; and therefore they are directed to the whole 
body of the people: who received them, I suppose, by 
their elders and heads of the tribes, to whom Moses deli- 
vered them, and charged they should be communicated to 
every family and household. (See xvii. 2,) 

I am the Lord your God.] I have a right to give you 
/laws (being your sovereign, upon more titles than one), to 
which all human customs must yield, though long prac- 
tised, and spread every where in the world. This reason 
is mentioned six times in this chapter; and oftener in the 
next. (See ver. 4.) 

Ver. 3, After the doings of the land of Egypt, wherem 
ye dwelt, shall ye not do: and after the doings of the land 
of Canaan, whither I bring you, shall ye not do.] The man- 
ners of these two countries (of Egypt, wherein they had 
dwelled a long time; and of Canaan, wherein they were 
going to settle) they were in the greatest danger to imitate : 
especially in taking the liberty of making such marriages 
as they saw practised among them, against which they are 
here severely cautioned. But though these words seem to 
have a particular respect to those marriages, yet Maimo- 
nides extends them to all their other practices, for which 
they could see no reason : magic being in much use among 
them, in dressing their trees, and ploughing their ground, 
and such-like common things : in which they had a respect 
also to the disposition of the stars of heaven, which led 
them to the worship of them; as he shews at large in his 
More Nevoch, par. iii. cap, 37,, R, Levi Barzelonita also 
extends these words to the customs of all other nations, 
(Prascept. eclxii.) which he that observed was to be 
beaten. But the doings, or customs, which Moses here 
speaks of, seem to be those that follow, ver. 6, 7, &c. as 
appears from ver, 24, &c. And the other customs of those 
nations, about their clothes, and cutting their hair (which 
the forenamed author mentions), are forbidden in other 
places. 

. Neither shall ye walk in their ordinances.] The Hebrew 
word chukkoth, which we commonly translate statutes, and 
here ordinances, seems to import that the incestuous mar r 
riages here mentioned were allowed by the laws and con- 
stitutions of those countries ; which made their wickedness 
the more intolerable, (ver. 24.) 

Ver, 4. Ye shall do my judgments, and keep my ordi- 
nances, to walk therein.] Frame your lives according to the 
laws and rules which 1 give you to observe; and not ac- 
cording to their wicked practices, which, were grown into 
customs and precedents. The Gemara Babylonica, men- 
tioning these words, saith, it is a tradition of their doctors, 
that by mishpat im (which we translate judgments), are to 
be understood such natural laws as all mankind are bound 
to observe, though there were no written commands for 
them: such as those against idolatry, and those about un^ 
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covering 1 the nakedness of such near relations, as are Iicto 
mentioned, and murder, &c. Andby chukkim (ordinances, or 
statutes), such laws are meant as depended only on the 
pleasure of God ; and obliged none but those to whom they 
were given: such as those about meats, and garments, and 
leprosy, &c. Against which, lest any ono should object, 
it is here added, I am the Lord your God. 

I am the Lord your God.] I, who am your sovereign 
Lord ; and, by redeeming you from the Egyptian bondage, 
am become, in a special manner your God, have ordained 
these tilings. Therefore let no man dispute them, or make 
a question of them, as the forenamed Gemara expounds 
these words. See Selden, lib. i. de Jure N. et G. cap. 10; 
p. 122. whero he observes, that the laws called statutes 
are, in their language, such as depend only on the royal 
authority. 

Ver. 5. Ye shall therefore keep my statutes and my judg- 
ments.] Observe the laws beforementioned. For the word 
we here translate statutes, is the same with that translated 
ordinances in the foregoing verse. 

Wliich if a man do, he shall live in them.'] -Not be cut off; 
but live long and happily, in the enjoyment of all the bless- 
ings which God promised in his covenant with them. 

lam the Lord.] Who will faithfully keep my covenant, 
and fulfil ray promises, (Exod. vi. 3.) 

Ver. 6. None of you.] In the Hebrew the words being 
isch, isch (as much as to say, man, man), that is, no man; 
the Talmudists take it as if he had said, neither Jew nor 
gentile. For all mankind, they say, are comprehended 
under these laws about incest. Nay, the very Karaites 
(or those who adhere only to the Scripture, and reject a 
Talmudical exposition) are of this mind, as Mr. Selden 
observes, lib. i. de Uxore Heb. cap. 5. But the Talmud- 
ists themselves do not all understand this matter alike. 
For some of them think all the gentiles (at least those who 
were under the dominion of the Israelites) were bound to 
refrain from all incestuous marriages; to which death is 
threatened by the law. But others of them think they were 
concerned only in those six things which were unlawful 
before the law of Moses was given. (See Selden, lib. v. 
de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 1. and cap. 11. p. 596, &c.) 
But the ancient Hebrews give a good reason for all these 
laws, as Grotius observes, lib. ii. de Jure Belli et Pacis, 
cap. 5. sect. 13. n. 2." 

Shall approach.] Some of the Jews have been so rigor- 
ous, as to expound this word, as if it bound them not to 
have any familiarity with the persons afternamed, (R. Levi 
Barzelonita; Prsecept clxxxviii.) which is against all rea- 
son and natural affection. The plain sense is, they should 
hot approach, or come near to them, for the end afterward 
mentioned; viz. to uncover their nakedness. Nay, this very 
phrase is used for the same thing, Gen. xx. 4. without the 
addition of uncovering their nakedness. 

Any that is near of kin to him.] It must be confessed, 
that these words near of kin do not sufficiently express 
the full sense of the Hebrew phrase; nor axe they of a de- 
terminate signification : for a man may be near of kin to a 
woman, who is not the remainder ofhisjlesh, as the Hebrew 
phrase is : that is, so near of kin to him, that nothing comes 
between them. This is properly the nearness of flesh here 
spoken of; she that is immediately born of the same flesh 
that a man is, or she out of whose flesh he is born ; or she 



that is born out of his. flesh that is, in plainer words, a 
man's sister, mother, or daughter. These are a man's 
own immediate relations; which the Karaites call the 
foundation and root of all that is here forbidden, as Selden 
notes, lib. i. Ux. Hebr. cap. 2. For the sake of whom the 
rest here mentioned are prohibited, having a iiearness of 
flesh to them, viz. his father or mother's sister; his grand- 
daughter, and his niece. For the best explication of this 
phrase, is the express particulars mentioned by God him* 
self in this place. 

To uncover their nakedness.] To have carnal knowledge 
of her, as the Scripture modestly speaks in other places. 
For nakedness in the holy language signifies the secret 
parts, which natural modesty teaches all civilized people 
to cover; and not to reveal them to any but those whom 
they marry. Therefore not to uncover the nakedness of the 
persons here named, is properly, not to take them in mar- 
riage; and much less to have knowledge of them without 
marriage. Answerable to this is the name of a virgin whom 
the Hebrews call alma, which is as much as covered, 
clothed, or veiled: because those parts were never exposed 
to any one, but those to whom they were espoused and 
joined in marriage. 

I am the Lord.] By my authority, who am your so- 
vereign, and the sovereign of the world, these laws are 
enacted : and I will punish those that break them. 

Ver. 7. The nakedness of thy father, or the nakedness of 
thy mother, thou shalt not uncover.] It is commonly thought 
by interpreters, that the particle, we translate or, is here as 
much as that is, (for so it signifies in some places, particu- 
larly 1 Sam. xxviii. 3.) So that the latter part of the verse 
is only an explication of the former, and makes them but 
one prohibition, against a man's marrying his mother. And 
this, indeed, tho next words seem to imply, she is thy mo- 
ther ; who bare thee, and therefore not to be taken to be 
thy wife, much less to be otherwiso known by thee. But 
we may as well think, that the nakedness of the father and of 
the.mother are both here mentioned, to shew neither tho 
daughter might many her father, nor the son his mother ; 
and consequently, that in all the following particulars, wo- 
men were concerned just as men were ; • though the men be 
only mentioned. And under the name of father and mother 
are comprehended grandfather or grandmother, or other 
progenitors before them. 

She is thy mother, thou shalt not nncover her nakedness.] 
This is the very first prohibition ; it being a going back in 
nature for a man to marry his mother. Which, though it 
was practised in those days by the Canaanites, and Egyp- 
tians, and by the Persians also, in aftertimes, and, some 
other eastern countries, yet in tho western part of the world 
(as Mr. Selden observes) such marriages were nunquam 
non execranda, execrable in all ages, (lib. v. de Jure Nat. 
et Gent. cap. 11. p. C01, &c.) Such were the marriages of 
CEdipus with Jocasta, of Nero with Agrippina, Pelopeia 
and Thyestis her father, of whom iEgistus was born; which 
every body detested. (See Grotius de Jure Belli et Pacis, 
lib. ii. cap. 5. sect. 2.) For the law of nature was against 
such marriages, notwithstanding tho practice of persons, 
nay whole nations, whom God gave up to wa$ri drtfiiac (as 
St. Paul shews), dishonourable affections, for their other 
sins; especially for their forsaking him, and falling to 
idolatry. 
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Maimonides gives this as the genefral reason of prohibit- 
ing this, and all the following marriages: because the per- 
sons here forbidden to be so joined together, are all, in a 
manner, such as 1 are wont to live together in the same 
house (for so fathers, mothers, children, brothers, and 
sisters do), who might easily be tempted to lewdness one 
with another, if even marrying together were not severely 
forbidden. And thus. the LXX. translate the words of the 
foregoing verse i none of you shall approach to any that is 
near of kin to him, irpbg oIkzTo. capKog, or, as other copies, 
Trpbg oIkuov aapKvc, to those that are so near of kin, that 
they usually dwell m the safne t house; as parents and chil- 
dren ; brothers and sisters ; and the brothers and sisters of 
our parents. Mahomet, as lewd and impudent as he was, 
had not the boldness to control these laws ; but, in the 
fourth chapterof his Alcoran, expressly forbids his follow- 
ers to marry their mothers, their mothers-in-law, &c. and a- 
great many of the rest which here follow. 

Ver. 8. The nakedness of thy father's ivife shalt thou not 
uncover J] That is, of a step-mother. Such was the incest 
of Reuben with Bilhah, (Gen. xxxv. 22.) and of Absalom: 
with the wives of his father David, (2 Sam. xvi. 21, 22.) 
and of Antiochus Soter with Stratonice; who, abhorring, 
from such a conjunction, was taught that all things were: 
honest that pleased the king. But the thing itself is so 
hateful,. that the very naming it is a condemnation; and 
therefore it is all one with the prime natural law, which; 
prohibits the conjunction of parents and children. " For 
she that is one flesh with my father (as a. great, man 
speaks), is as near to me as my father, and that is as near, 
as my own mother. As near, I mean, in the estimation to0 
law, though not in the accounts of nature; and, therefore,, 
though it be a crime of a less turpitude, yet it is equally 
forbidden, and is against the law of nature, not directly, but 
by interpretation," (book. ii. chap. 2. Ductor; Dubitantium, 
rule iii.n. 29.) 

It is thy father s nakedness.] He. having, known her, it 
was not permitted the son to have her also. Nay, the 
Jews say, if the father had only espoused her, it was not' 
lawful foT the son to have her to wife; or if. he had di- 
vorced her, it was not lawful for the son to have her, even, 
after he was dead. (See R. Levi Barzelonita, Praeeept. 
exci. Buxtorf. de Sponsal. p. 16, 17.) 

Ver. 9. Hie nakedness of thy sister J] As the nearness of 
flesh (mentioned ver. 6.) above a man, is his mother; and 
below him, is his daughter: so, on the side of him, is his 
sister. 

The daughter of thy father.] Though she were begotten 
by his father of another wife, not of his mother; yet he 
might not marry her. 

Or the daughter of thy mother.'] Born of her by another 
husband, not by his father. 

JVJiether she be born at home, or born abroad.] Be legi- 
timately born in wedlock; or illegitimately, out of wed- 
lock; as the Talmudists expound it: see Selden, lib. v. 
de Jure N. ct G. cap. 10. p. 591. where he observes, that 
though the Egyptians (as Philo and others report), with 
such-like nations, thought the marriage of brothers and 
sisters to be lawful, and it was practised also in Greece; 
yet the greatest men in the western countries condemned 
such marriages ; which some of the Greek philosophers 
also disallowed: and Euripides himself , called barbarous, 

vol. i. 



even when it was practised.. Insomuch, that in after-ages, 
this wicked custom was quite abolished; and that before 
Christianity was well settled among them. ForSextusEm- 
piricus saith, that in his time it was utterly unlawful: see 
there, cap. xi. p. 603. 605, &c. where he shews the Ro- 
mans always abhorred such marriages ; nay, it was late 
before the Persians took up this abominable custom, after 
the example of Cambyses : who being in love with his own 
sister, as Herodotus relates, (in his Thalia, cap. xxxi.) and 
having a mind to marry her, which was never practised he- 
fore in that country; he commanded the royal judges (as 
he calls them), who were the interpreters of the laws, to 
advise whether he might lawfully do it, or not: who, to 
please him, and yet not seem to give an illegal opinion, 
answered, vofiov ov$£va HizvplaKuv og kbXbvu ade\<pey &vvoi- 
Kiuv d&Xipebv, &c. That they could find no law ivhich per- 1 
mitted a brother to marry a sister : but there was a laiv, that 
the Persian kingmight do even what he xyould. (See Grotius, 
lib. ii. de Jure Belli et Pads, cap. 5. sect. 13.) 

Even their nakedness thou shalt not uncover.] It shall be? 
unlawful to thee to marry any of the forenamed sisters. 
For though the marriage, of brother and sister was neces- 
sary in the beginning, when God created but one man and 
one woman, by whose children the world was peopled;' 
yet, when it was so> there was great reason that it should 
be made utterly unlawful, as many have . demonstrated; 
particularly Bishop Taylor, in his Ductor. Dubitantium, 
book ii. chap. 2. rule iii. n. 24, 25, &c. " For now it is next 
to an unnatural mixture (as he speaks), it hath something 
of confusion in it, and blending, the very first partings of 
nature, which makes it intolerably scandalous and utiivei* 
sally forbidden; for if it were- not, the mischief would be 
horrible and infinite." 

Ver. 10. The nakedness of thy son's daughter, or of thy* 
daughter's daughter, even their nakedness thou shalt not 
uncover.] This law concerns a man's grand-daughter, by> 
his son or his daughter, whether legitimately or spuriously 
begotten,, as R. Levi Barzelonita expounds it, (Prsecept. 
exciii.) Who adds, in the next precept but one, this isan- 
other prohibition, thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of 
thy daughter; which (saith ho) is not expressly mentioned 
in this law, because it was not necessary. Foramah'sf* 
grandchildren, either by. sons or daughters, which are 
more remote, being forbidden, there was no need to say it 
was unlawful for him to marry his own daughter. 

For theirs is thy own nakedness.] They have their ori- 
ginal from thynakedness; For which reasonsome of the 
Jews extended this to those descendants which were still 
farther off, as a hedge to this law. So R. Levi calls it, in the 
place forenamed. The ancient Romans also (as our Mr. 
Selden shews) were very strict in restraining the marriage' 
of men with their nieces, cither by their brothers or sisters/ 
and with others mentioned in the following laws of Mose£> 
lib. v. de Jure Nat. et Gentium, &c. cap. 11. p. 605, &c. 

Ver. 11. The nakedness of thy father's ivife's daughter, be- 
gotten of thy father (she is thy sister), thou shalt not uncover 
Iter nakedness.] This prohibition, seeming to be thc r s&me 
with that, ver. 9. some of the Hebrews have expounded 
this concerning the daughter of a mother-in-law begotten 
by another father. For the vfords may be thus translated, as 
Mr. Selden observes the order of them will bear, (lib.i. de 
Uxore Heb> cap, 4.) Tlie nakedness of the daughter of thy 
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father's wife (for she that is born of thy father is thy sister) 
thou shall not uncover. And With this the Greek and se- 
veral other versions of the Bible agree, who make the pro- 
hibition of the wife's daughter to end before he speaks of 
his own sister. And it is. the sense of the principal men 
among the Karaites, as. he shews, cap. 6. But this is 
against the constant sense of the Hebrew doctors, who say 
it. is lawful to many the daughter of a mother-in-law 
which she had by another husband ; for there is no near- 
ness of flesh at all between these two. And therefore, 
as in the ninth verse, the marriages of all brothers and 
sisters, in general, are forbidden; so here, more particu- 
larly, the marriage with a sister by the same father, though 
not by the same mother: which was necessary' to be 
expressly forbidden; because, before the law, the sons 
of Noah thought it lawful to marry a half-sister (as we 
speak) by the father's side, though not by the mother's. 
(Sec Buxtorf. dc Spons. et Divort. p.' 15, 16.) And this 
was the ancient law of Solon among the Athenians, that 
they might marry biionaTplovg, their sisters by the same fa- 
ther, but not 6}ioiii)rp[ovg, their sisters by the same mother; 
as Job. Menrsius shews in his Themis Attica, lib. i. cap. 
18. And if the one of these had not been in so many 
words prohibited, as well as the other, the Jews might still 
have continued in that practice, which was usual before 
the law. (See Sam. Petitus in Leges Atticas, p. 440.) * 

Some arc of the opinion, that, in the ninth verse, the son 
of a- second venter is forbidden, to marry the daughter of 
the first: and here, the son of the first venter, to marry the 
daughter of the second. And others fancy, that the sister 
here meant is one that was adopted by his father. 

Vcr. 12. Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy 
father's sister.'] And it made no difference whether she was 
hig father's sister legitimately or illegitimately begotten .by 
his grandfather; as It. Levi Barzclonita represents the 
opinion of the Hebrew doctors, (Prreccpt. exevii.) Such 
marriages also w r ere prohibited by the ancient Romans, as 
$Ir. Seldcn observes in the place forenamed, (lib. v. cap. 
11. p. G05.) though before the law of Moses they are sup- 
posed to be lawful; for it is commonly thoughtthat his 
father Amram married his aunt Jochobed, (Exod. vi. 20.) 
and therefore no wonder it was practised in other countries,* 
who were not acquainted with this prohibition: particularly 
at Sparta, where Herodotus saith (in his Erato, cap. Ixxi.) 
Archidamus their king married Lampito, who was sister to 
his father Zeuxidamus, Sovroc ai>r$ Atvrux'&w ; Leutiehy- 
des (who was father both to her and to Zeuxidamus) giving 
liter to him in marriage. 
* She is thy father's near kinswoman.'] So near, that as ho 
cpuld not be permitted to marry her, so his son also, who 
was not but a little farther removed from her, was forbid- 
den to touch her. And by the same reason that a man 
might not marry his aunt, an uncle might not marry his 
niece. AVhich, though practised among the Romans after 
Claudius married Agrippina, till the time of Constantino; 
yet it was anew thing, as Claudius himself acknowledges 
in Tacitus, ;(" Nova nobis in fratmm filics conjugia," lib. 
xii. Annal. marriages with our brother $ daughters are new 
things with vs.) And all he could say for it was, that it 
wras common in other nations, "ncc lege, ul la prohibita," 
and not forbidden by any law. And indeed the newness of 
it so frightened Domitian, that he would not venture upon 



it ; nor did many use it. Which shews that this law had 
some foundation in nature ; which made those men cau- 
tious about such marriages, who had nothing else to guide 
them. Or, at least, there had been such a long custom 
against them, in the western part of the world, that men, 
who were otherwise very bad, would not help to alter it. 

Ver. 1:}. TJioa shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy 
mother's sister: for she is thy mother's near kinswoman.] 
There is the same reason for this, as for the former prohi- 
bition : the aunt, by the mother's side, being as near to a 
man, as his aunt by the father's. 

Vcr. 14. Tliou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy fa- 
titer's brother.} This is explained in the next words, thou 
shalt not approach to his wife: that is, not marry thy 
uncle's wife. And therefore much less might an uncle 
marry his brother's daughter: as Herodotus tells us Da- 
rius married Phrataguna, the daughter of his brother 
Atarnes, who gave him all his estate with her ; and Leo- 
riides, king of Sparta, married Gorgo, the daughter of his 
brother Cleomenes. See lib. vii. (called Polymnia) cap. 
224. and 239. 

* She is thy aunt.] By such near affinity, that marriage is 
forbidden with her, as well as with an aunt by consangui- 
nity* (v. 12, 13.) In which the ancient Romans also were 
very strict, as our Sclden observes in the place above- 
named. And it made no difference, whether he were only 
espoused to her, or had after marriage divorced her, or w ; as 
separated by death : or whether he was his father's brother 
legitimately,* or. spuriously, as R. Levi Barzclonita ob- 
serves, ^Praecept. excix. and cc. Where he notes, that 
though the father's brother's wife be only mentioned, yet 
the mother's brother's wife is also prohibited. This is re- 
peated xx. 20. 

Ver. 15. Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy 
daughter-in-law : she is thy son's wife, &c] Though only 
espoused to him; and therefore much more when solemnly 
married; as the same R. Levi explains it, Precept, cci. 
where he hath the same observation as before; that if she 
was afterward divorced, he might not marry her: and that 
it is probable the wife of a bastard son is prohibited ; for 
he is his son; though a child by a slave, or a stranger, is 
never called a man's son. 

Ver. 16. Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy 
brother's wife, &c] Unless he died childless; for in that 
case the next brother was bound to marry her, (Deut. xxy. 
5. see Buxtorf.de Spons. p. 25. and Grotius in Matt. xiv. 
4.) Much less might a man marry his brother's daughter 
(as was before noted), who was nearer to him, and of his 
own flesh. Which was so much abhorred by the ancient 
Romans, that Claudius Caesar durst not celebrate his mar- 
riage with Agrippina, till he had got a decree of the senate 
for it, " Quo justse inter patruos, fratrumquc filias, ntiptise- 
ctiam in postcrum statucrentur:" which made the marriage 
of uncles with their brother's daughters to be lawful for the- 
future: which hitherto had been without example. So Taci- 
tus relates in the forenamed book of his Annals, (cap. 5.)- 
where he saith, notwithstanding this decree, there were 
none found, but only one man,, who desired such matri- 
mony;, and most thought he did it to gain Agrippina's fa- 
vour: " Nequc tamen repcrtus est, nisi unus, talis matri- 
monii cupitor," &c- 

Ver. 17. Tliou shalt not uncover the nakedness of a tco- 
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man and her daughter.'] If a man married a widow that had 
a daughter, it was a wicked thing to marry that daughter, 
cither while her mother lived; or after she was dead. 

Neither shalt thou take her son's daughter, nor her daugh- 
ter's daughter, to uncover her nakedness.] To preserve them 
from this, the Jews added, as a hedge to this law, a prohi- 
bition to marry the grand-daughters of such daughters, as 
R. Levi Barzelonita tells us, (Praecept. ccv.) 

For they are her near kinswomen.] Of such consanguinity 
with her (from whom they directly come), as makes it very 
criminal in him that is one with her to marry them. 

It is wickedness.] The Hebrew word zimmah imports 
more than wickedness. The LXX. translate it a<rej3t?jua, im* 
piety; the Vulgar Latin, incest; others, nefarious wickedness, 
which is the word in the civil law for those marriages that 
are contrary to nature. Such were these in some measure, 
though not in the highest degree. 

t Ver. 18. Neither shalt thou take a wife to her sister.] 
There are a great many eminent writers, who, following 
our marginal translation [one wife to another], imagine that 
here plurality of wives is expressly forbidden by God. And 
they think there is an example to justify this translation in 
Exod. xxvi. 3. where Moses is commanded to take care 
the five curtains of the tabernacle were coupled together, 
one to its sister (as the Hebrew phrase is), i. e. one to an- 
other. And so the Karaites interpret this place; that a 
man, having a wife, should not take another while she 
lived. Which, if it were true, would solve. several diffi- 
culties : but there are such strong reasons against it, that I 
cannot think it to be the. meaning. For as more wives than 
one were indulged before the law, so they were after. And 
Moses himself supposes as much, when he provides a man 
should not prefer a child he had by a beloved wife, before 
one by her whom he hated, if he was the eldest son. Which 
plainly intimates an allowance in his law, of more wives 
than one. And so we find expressly their kings might have, 
though not a multitude, (Deut. xvii. 17.) And their best 
king, who read God's law day and night, and could not but 
understand it, took many wives, without any reproof: nay, 
God gave him more than he had before, by delivering his 
master's wives to him, (2 Sam.xii. 8.) And, besides all this, 
Moses speaking all along in this chapter of consanguinity, 
it is reasonable (as Schindlerus observes) to conclude he 
doth so here : not ofonewoman to another; but of one sis- 
ter to another. There being also the like reason to under- 
stand the word sister properly in this place, as the words 
daughter and mother in others, (ver. 17. and xx. 14.) where 
he forbids a man to take a woman and her daughter, or a 
woman and her mother, as Theodoric Hackspan judi- 
ciously notes, Disput.i.de Locutionibus Sacris, n.29. (See 
Selden, lib. v. de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 6. and Buxtorf. 
de Sponsal, p. 28, 29.) 

The meaning therefore is, that though two wives at a time, 
or more, were permitted in those days, no man should take 
two sisters (as Jacob had formerly done) begotten of (he 
same father, or born of the same mother, whether legiti- 
mately or illegitimately, as the forenamed R. Levi ex- 
presses it, (Praecept. ccvi.) Which, though it may seem to 
be prohibited before, by consequence and analogy (because 
the marriage of a brother's wife is forbidden, ver. 16.) yet 
it is here directly prohibited, as other marriages are ; which 
were implicitly forbidden before. For, ver. 7. the marriage 
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of a son with his mother. is forbidden: and ver. 10.. the 
marriage of a father with his daughter. .... 

To vex her.] There were wont to be great emulations, and 
jealousies, and contentions, between wives (some of them 
being more beloved than others, and also superior to them), 
which between two sisters would have been more intole- 
rable, than between two other women: who not being ff a 
consanguinitate, aequiore animo sub codem marito, aetatem 
una agant," (as Petrus Cunasus speaks, lib. ii. de Repub.. 
Heb. cap. 23.) of the same consanguinity (as two sisters are J, 
might live with more equal and quiet, minds under the same 
husband. The Vulgar Latin understands this, as if Closes 
forbade them to make one sister their wife, and the other 
their concubine; which could not but beget the greatest dis- 
cords between them. 

In her life-time.] From hence some infer, that a man was 
permitted to marry the sister of his former wife, when she 
was dead. So the Talmudists; but the Karaites thought 
it absolutely unlawful, as Mr. Selden observes, „(lib. i. dc 
TJxore Heb. cap. 4.) For it is directly against the scope 
of all these laws, which prohibit men to marry at all with 
such persons as are here mentioned, either in their, wives' 
life-time, or after. And there being a prohibition (ver. 16.) 
to marry a brother's wife, it is unreasonable to think Moses 
gave them leave to marry their wife's sister. These words, 
therefore, in her life-time, are to be referred, not to the first 
words, neither, shalt thou take her, but to the next, to vex 
her, as long as she lives. Chaskuni refers it to both the 
sisters, according to the Targum, and makes this the sense; 
lest they should both be afflicted widows as long as they live : 
for nobody .would marry either of them, being defiled by 
such an incestuous conjunction, for which God cut off their 
husband. 

, In this the ancient Christians were so strict, that if a 
man, after his wife died, married her sister, he was. by the 
tenth canon of the council of Eliberis, to be kept from the 
communion five years. 

. Ver. 19. Also thou shalt not approach to a ivoman.'] 
No, not to his own wife, as the forenamed R. Levi ex- 
pounds it, (Praecept. ccvii.) though all other women also 
are comprehended, even their Canaanitish slaves, as he 
observes. ... . ...■;.' :., 

As long as she is put apart for her uncleanness.] Which 
was seven days, (xv. 19.) All the laws about marriages 
unto this place, seem to have a special regard to the wicked 
customs among the Egyptians ; who, above all other peo- 
ple, were then polluted with such incestuous mixtures. 
And now he proceeds to direct them to abhor the customs 
of the Canaanitcs; who were polluted more than other 
nations with adulteries, and offering their children to Mo- 
loch, and the rest of the foul crimes which follow. For 
against the practices of these two nations, the Egyptians 
and the Canaanitcs, Moses cautions them, (ver. 3.) and ac- 
cordingly first mentions the doings of the Egyptians unto 
this place; and theu those of the Canaanites in the fol- 
lowing verses. 

Ver. 20. Moreover, thou shalt not lie carnally with thy 
neighbours wife.] While he lived with her: for this was to 
commit adultery. 

To defde thyself with her.] This signifies the foulest im- 
purity, as appears from ver. 20. and was punished with 
death, (xx. 10.) 
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' T*;21. And thou shalt not let any of thy seed.] i. e. Of 
their childreiij as it is explained Deut. xviii. 10. This was 
a spiritual adultery, and therefore here mentioned. 

Pass through the fire to Molech.] It is certain that Mo- 
loch was particularly worshipped by the children of Am- 
nion, (at least in future ages, 1 Kings xi. 7.) but seems to 
have been the name of many of the heathen gods, and the 
same with Baal: both of them signifying dominion. This 
appears by comparing Jer. xix. 5. with xxxii. 35. But 
more especially it signifies the sun, the prince of the hea- 
venly bodies, (see Vossius dc Orig. etProgr. Idolol. lib.ii. 
cap. 5.) as the queen of heaven was the moon, (Jer. vii. 18.) 
Now it is evident, by several passages in Scripture, that 
the ancient pagans (whom the Israelites were prone to imi- 
tate) not only made their children }>ass through the fire, but 
also offered them in sacrifice unto Moloch. The former I 
take to be forbidden in this law; the latter in xx. 3. where 
giving their children to Moloch is pi ohibited under a severe 
penalty, of being put to death for that crime : whereas there 
is no penalty annexed here to their making them pass 
through the fire. Which I take therefore to have been a less 
crime than the other ; though an iJolatrous rite, practised 
by those who abhorred the cruelty of offering the very life 
of their dear children to Moloch. Instead of which, this 
rite was devised, of making them pass through the fire (for 
though the word^re be not here in the Hebrew text, yet it 
is understood by all, and expressed Deut. xviii. 10.) by 
way of purification, and lustration, as they called it; and 
\>y this means to dedicate them to the worship and service 
of Moloch. And therefore, being a rite of initiation, whereby 
parents consecrated their sons and daughters to their dei- 
ties; we never find it mentioned in Scripture^ but only con- 
cerning children (not concerning men and women), whom 
the Israelites arc forbidden to* dedicate in this manner ; 
which was, in truth, to alienate them from the Lord God of 
Israel. 

Now, that this was practised among the ancient pagans 
as a rite of initiation, appears particularly in the mysteries 
of Mithra (see Suidas upon that word) ; and continued long 
among the Persians, if we may believe Benjamin Tude- 
lensis, in his Itinerarium, p. 214. (See G. Schickardi Ta- 
rich, p. 12G, &c.) And this very phrase, make to pass unto 
(for the word fire, as I said, is not here mentioned), signi- 
fies as much as ad partes ejus transire, to be addicted to 
any one; like that phrase irpoaipx*^* 11 Tf ? ^ £f ?> *° comeunto 
God, (Heb. xi. (>.) And so this Hebrew phrase is used 
Exod. xiii. 12. and may very well be thus understood here, 
for devoting, or making over their children unto Moloch. 
For the heathen thought their children Unclean, and obnox- 
ious to the anger of their gods, and consequently in danger 
to be taken away from them, if they were not thus expiated, 
as Maimonides tells us, (More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 37.) 
And, on the contrary, they fancied, (as li. Levi Barzelo- 
nita observes, Praeccpt. ccviii.) that if only one of their 
children were thus consecrated to Moloch, all the rest were 
blessed, and should be prosperous. For ho very nicely 
takes notice that the Israelites arc forbidden to make any 
of their seed to pass through the fire : it not being the man- 
ner, he saith, to make them all pass. But the idolatrous 
priests (to make the'pcdple more willing to this service) 
cunningly persuaded them, that if any one child was offered 
to Moloch, it procured a blessing upon all; and if there was 



only one child in a family, thev laid no obligation on thfe 
parents to do this. 

The manner of doing it, at this distance of time, cannot 
certainly be known. Some say their parents carried them 
through two fires upon their shoulders. Others, that they 
were led between them by their priests : and so R. Levi in 
the place beforcnamed ; " The father delivered the child to 
the priest, in the name of the idol; just as it is said con- 
cerning legal sacrifices, (xv. 14.) < he shall give them to the 
priest.'" Others think that the priest, or somebody else, 
waved the child about in the very flame, while men and wo- 
men danced round the fire; nay, leaped through the flame. 
And Joh. Coch. observes, upon the title Sanhedrin, cap. 7. 
n. 7. that some aro of opinion, the children thus dedicated 
did not walk, but dance through the fire: which being an 
emblem and representative of the sun, plainly signified 
such children were consecrated to that deity. And this 
comes nearer to the Hebrew phrase, as we translate it, that 
they did not pass between fires, but through the fire. But 
which way soever it was done, whether they waved the child 
through the very fire, and presented it to Moloch, before 
whom the fire was kindled, or led it between two fires ; when 
they had so done, the priest restored the child to the father 
again. And in some such way Ahaz made his son " to pass 
through the fire, according to the abomination of the hea- 
then," (2 Kings xvi. 3.) which cannot be meant of his burn* 
ing him : for Hezekiah his son outlived him, and succeeded 
in his throne. (See Theodoret in Kings iv. quaest. 47. Mai- 
mon. de Idol. cap. G. sect. 14. n. 4 — 7. and Vossius's notes; 
with Simeon do Muis in Psal. cvi. 37.) 

Neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God:] By of- 
fering their children to Moloch, they in effect rejected and 
disowned (as I before observed) the Lord God of Israel: 
which was to pollute his name, by giving that honour, which 
was due to him alone, unto another God : for he gave them 
children; who were therefore to bo devoted to none but 
him. 

I am tlie Lord.] The only sovereign of the world; who 
will severely punish the transgressors of this law. 

Ver. 22. Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with wo- 
mankind: it is an abomination.'] A detestable wickedness; 
condemned by all nations, though practised by some lewd 
persons among them. Insomuch that the apostles of 
Christ make mention of it with the greatest abhorrence, 
(Rom. i. 27. 1 Cor. vi. 9. 1 Tim. i. 10.) For not only 
several of the Roman emperors were infamous upon this 
account, but some also of the Greek philosophers. 

This prohibition is repeated, according to Maimonides, 
in Deut. xxiii. 17. whom our translation follows; there 
shall not bo a Sodomite of the sons of Israel. But OnKelos 
interprets that place otherwise. 

Ver. 23. Neither shalt thou lie with any beast, &c] i. e. 
Of any kind whatsoever. Some arc apt to say, what need 
was there of such prohibitions? when it is so monstrously 
unnatural, to mix with creatures of a different species from 
us, as all beasts arc. But such persons do not under- 
stand, that this was not only practised in Egypt, (against 
whose doings he cautions them, ver. 3.) but was also made 
a piece of religion: women devoted to the worship there 
used, most filthily submitting to the lust of their sacred 
goats. So Strabo tells us, lib. vii. p. 802. that at Mendes, 
where they worshipped Pan, Tpayot ivravOa yvvat^l fityvvv- 
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tm, goats (which were there also worshipped) lay with wo- 
tnen. For which he quotes Pindar; as do also Priscianus 
<md ^Iian, lib. vii. de Animal, cap. 19. as Casaubon there 
notes. And Herodotus vouches this upon his own know- 
ledge, and saith they did it openly (so d va<puv$6v signifies) 
when he was in Egypt. His words are these, in his second , 
book called Euterpe, cap. 46. 'Eytvcro S 1 lv t$ vo/i^ tovti$ 
ix Efitv tovto rt/>ac* J waits! rpayoc zfifoytro ava^atfSov. This 
prodigy happened in this part of Egypt (i. e. among the 
Meudesians) when I was there, a goat had to do with a wo- 
man in the view of all. Tovto h tfrt'Sc&v dv0pw7ro)v aVfctro. 
How long this beastly custom had been among them, none 
Can tell, but these words import that then it was notorious; 
and so far from being kept secret, that they rathe* made ail 
ostentation of it. Which I look upon as an argument that 
■this had beeti a very old practice; otherwise they would 
have blushed at it. 

Ver. 24. Defile not yourselves in any of these things.] 
This seems to relate particularly to the sins beforemen- 
tioned, ver. 20—23- (See ver. 26.) 

For in all these the nations are defiled, which I cast out 
before you.] The seven nations that inhabited the land of 
Canaan, (mentioned in many places, particularly Deut. 
vii. 1.) were so overrun with these filthy vices, that God 
could not bear with them, but ordered them to be destroyed 
for this very reasoh. Which was a sufficient caution to 
the Israelites, who came in their room, to keep themselves 
from such impurities. 

' Ver. 25. And the land is defiled.] To make the Israelites 
the more abominate such doings, he represents the very 
land, in which they dwelt, as sensible of the foul wicked- 
ness of the inhabitants ; who were a loathsome burden to 
it, which it could not digest. 

Therefore do I visit the iniquity thereof upon it.] I am 
about to punish them upon that account. 

And the land itself vomiteth oat its inhabitants.] A 
most eloquent figure, expressing the excessive loathsome- 
ness of their wickedness : which made their own country 
riauseatethem, and throw them out, as our stomach doth 
liieat that offends it. The same expression is used, ver. 
28. xx. 22. Rev. iii. 16. Theodoret expounds this word 
by j38cXvcrcr£(v, which signifies their expulsion, as an execrable 
people. And, indeed, the word vomit in Scripture is used 
for that which is most detestable and abominable, (Isa. 
xxviii. 8. Jer. xlviii. 26. Habak. ii. 10.) 

Ver. 26. Ye slidll therefore keep my statutes and my 
judgments.] These laws I have given you. (See ver. 
4,5.) 

And shall not commit any of these abominations^] From 
this word abominations, which the nations God cast out 
to make room for them, are said to have committed, ver. 
27, some conclude, that every one of the foregoing mar- 
riages, mentioned in this chapter, are in their own nature 
sinful ; the nations who had no positive law to forbid them, 
being cast out for such pollutions. But the mere force of 
this word will not warrant such a conclusion; because se- 
veral things are called in this book an abomination, which 
have no moral turpitude in them; but were made so by 
God's positive laws, as Mr.Selden observes (lib. v. de Jure 
Nat. ct Gent. cap. 11. p. 598.) from Lev. xi. 10. 20. 41, 
42. where several sorts of creatures are forbidden to be 
eaten, as abominable: and-tho sacrifice of a bullock or a' 



sheep that had a blemish, is said to be an abomination, 
(Deut. xvii. 1.) not from the very nature of the thing; but 
from the prohibition which God had made against such 
offerings. 

It is most reaSdnable, therefore, to refer the abomina- 
tions here spoken of to those foul things mentioned in the 
latter end of this list, (ver. 20—23.) and to those in the 
beginning, (ver. 7 — 9, &c.) For lying with one!s mother, 
or mother-in-law, or sister, was always an abomination^ 
But we cannot say the same of every one of the rest (the 
law itself following, or rather requiring, in one case, the 
marriage of a brother's wife), which were made an abomi- 
nation by the law 1 now given to the Israelites. ■ 

Neither any of your own nation, nor any stranger that 
sojourneth among you.] That is, any proselyte who had 
embraced their religion. (See xvii. 8.) 

Ver. 27. For all these abominations have the men of the 
land done, ^which were before you, &c] He admonished 
them to beware of these abominations, by the example of 
those who were utterly undone by them. For God is no 
respecter of persons ; but would punish them in the same 
manner, if they did the same things. 

Ver. 28. That the land spew not you out also, &c.] As 
it did at last, (Jer. ix. 19. Ezek. xxxvi. 17.) - 

Ver. 29. For whosoever shall commit any of these abomi- 
nations, even the souls tltat commit them, shall be cut off 
from among their people.] The multitude of the, offenders 
shall not keep off the punishment; but they shall suffer by 
the hand of the judges, or by the hand of God, if they neg- 
lect their duty. (See Gen. xvii. 14.) 

Ver. 30. Therefore shall ye keep mine ordinances.] Live 
by all these rules which I have now given you. ,- 

That ye commit not any of these abominable custotois; 
which were committed before you.] By observing every one 
of these laws, they were kept at a distance from those 
greater abominations, mentioned in the beginning, and in 
the latter erid of these prohibitions. The positive laws (or 
ordinances) now added, being in the nature of ah ante- 
mutate, or an outwork; to stop their proceeding to the 
higher crimes, which were against the law of nature. 

I am the Lord your God.] As theirLord, he had authority 
to make these laws : and as their God, they had particular 
obligations to observe them. Nay, it was a singular token 
of his love to them, that he prescribed these law's of chas- 
tity and modesty: that thereby he might preserve them a 
holy people to him, pure and free from those abominable 
filthinesses, and those indecent conjunctions, that were 
practised in the world. For, as the ancient rule was, 
"semper in omnibus conjunctionibus, non solum quod 
liceat considerandum est, sed et quod honestum est:" in 
all marriages it is always to be considered, riot merely what 
is lawful, but ivhat is honest and seemly. Which is more 
true in the Christian religion, than in any other: for there- 
by marriage is advanced, to represent the unity that i3 be-, 
tween Christ and his church. And besides, in contracting 
marriage, We are ri6t only to have regard to our own con- 
science (as Joh. Brentius wisely observes, upon the fore- 
named rule of the ancient law), but to succession also, arid 
to inheritances. And therefore, "id agendum, quod etborii 
viri honestum judicant; et a legitimo magistrate permitti- 
tur:" that is to be done, both which good men judge to be 
hottest, and is allowed by lawful governors. 
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CHAP. XIXV 

Ver. 1. JjlND the Lord spake unto Moses,$aying.] The fol- 
lowing precepts, which contain in n manner all their duty, 
seem to have been delivered to Moses immediately after 
Ihe former ; being in a great part a repetition of some prin- 
cipal things which had been already commanded. 

Ver. 2. Speak unto all tlie congregation of the children of 
Israel.'] It is uncertain whether he delivered these precepts 
only to their elders and heads of their tribes; to be com- 
municated by them to the people; or at several times he 
called every family of every tribe, and spake these words 
to them himself. 

And say unto them, Ye shall be holy, for I the Lord 
your God am holy.] This very thing was said to them be- 
fore, with respect. to several, meats which are forbidden 
them, xi. 44. (See there.) And now is repeated with a 
peculiar respect(as Maimonides thinks,Morc Ncvoch. par. 
iii. cap. 47.) to the filthy marriages and abominable idola- 
tries mentioned in the foregoing chapter; as it is repeated 
again in the next chapter, (xx. 7. 26.) with respect to some 
other things. It being a general reason, why they should 
be separated from all other people, by the observation of 
peculiar laws (which is the meaning of being holy), be- 
cause they were the worshippers of Him, whose most ex- 
cellent nature transcended all other beings, not only in pu- 
rity, but in all other perfections. A . u 

Ver. 3. Ye shall fear every man his mother and his father.] 
This duty is called honour in the fifth commandment, 
(Exod. xx. 12.) and the father there. put before the mother; 
which being here called fear, and the mother put before 
the father, it shews, saith Maimonides, that honour and 
fear are equally due to both, without any difference. And 
the proper expressions of/ear and reverence are (according 
to those doctors), not to sit in their seat, nor to contradict 
them in anything they say; much less to cavil against 
them; -nor to call them by their proper names, but to add 
the title of Sir, &c. (as we speak) or the like. And the 
expressions of honour, are not to sit down in their pre- 
sence; and to provide them with necessaries, if they fall 
into poverty, &c. (See Selden, lib. ii. de Syncdriis, cap. 13. 
p. 557, &c. and It. Levi Barzelonita, Praecept. xxvii.) 

And keep my sabbaths.] Obedience, as well as reverence, 
is included in the word fear: but if parents commanded 
them to break the sabbath-day, or to profane any other day 
consecrated to God's service, they were not to be obeyed. 
J am the Lord your God.] 1 rested on the sabbath-day; 
who am your sovereign, and therefore have power to re- 
quire you to rest on any other days. Particularly on the 
great day of atonement, (xvi. 31.) when I am so gracious 
as to accept of an expiation for all your sins. This is re- 
peated ver. 30. and xxiii. 3. 

Ver. 4. Turn ye not unto idols.] Not so much as to look 
upon them ; no, nor to think of them, (as It. Levi Barzelo- 
nita expounds it, Prascept. cexxv.) much less to inquire 
after what manner the gentiles worshipped them, (which is 
expressly forbidden Deut. xii. 30.) for by this means they 
might be allured to idolatry. The word we here trans- 
late idols, is a word of contempt, signifying a thing of 
nought. Or, as some of the Jews will have it, this word j 



elilim, is compounded of the particle al, signifying not; 
and El, i.e. God. As much as to say, which are not gods; 
and therefore called in Scripture vanities, which can do 
neither good nor hurt. 

Nor make to yourself molten gods.] This seems to have 
respect to the golden calf, which they made to worship, 
and is called a molten calf (Exod. xxxii. 4.) But all graven 
images are no less forbidden: for if to look towards an 
idol was a sin, much more was it to make an image of any 
sort to worship it. The Jews are something curious in 
their observations upon. this precept. For, in the book 
Siphra, they say that they might not make molten gods 
for others, much less for themselves. Whence that saying, 
" He that makes to himself an idol, violates a double pre- 
cept; first in making it, and then in making it to himself." 
(See R. Levi beforcmentioncd, Praecept. cexxvi.) 

lam the Lord your God.~] The same reason .is given in 
the foregoing verse for the observation of their sabbaths : 
and that of the seventh day every week, was ordained in 
memory of the creation of the world ; and consequently in- 
tended as a preservative from idolatry, (as I observed 
upon Exod. xx. 8.) which, perhaps, makes these two pre- 
cepts be here put together. But it is evident Moses doth 
not observe the order wherein these precepts .were first de- 
livered ; but rather inverts it, beginning with the fifth com- 
mandment, and so going back to the fourth; and here to 
the two first. 

Ver. 5. And if ye offer a sacrifice of peace-offerings unto 
the Lord.] As they were to av6id all idolatry, so they were 
to be careful to perform the service due to the true God in 
a right manner. Peace-offerings axe only mentioned, be- 
cause they were the most .common sacrifices, being of 
three sorts, (see chap. vii. 31, &c. and xvii. 5.) 

Ye-shdll offer it at your own will] Either of the herd, or 
of the flock ; male or female, (chap. iii. 1. 6.) Or rather, 
(as the Vulgar Latin. and the LXX. understand it) they 
were to offer it so, that it might be acceptable to the Lord; 
according to the rules prescribed in the seventh chapter. 

Ver. G. It shall be eaten the same day ye offer it, and on 
the morrow.] This shews he speaks particularly of those 
peace-offerings which were a vow, or a voluntary offering, 
(chap. vii. 16.) for sacrifices of thanksgiving might not be 
kept till the morrow, but were to be eaten on the same day, 
ver. 15. of that chapter: (see the reason of this, Exod. 
xxiii. IS. the latter end.) 

And if aught remain till the third day, it shall be burnt 
with fire.'] See chap. vii. 17. 

Ver. 7. And if it be eaten at all on the third day, it is 
abominable.] See chap. vii.*18. 

It shall not be accepted.] See there. This seems to jus- 
tify the sense which the Vulgar puts upon those words, 
ver. 5. which we translate, according to thy wilL 

Ver. 8. Therefore every one that eateth it shall bear his 
iniquity,] See chap. vii. IS. 

Because he hath profaned the hallowed things of the 
Lord.] By keeping them till they were in danger to stink, 
or to be corrupted. 

That soul shall be cut off from his people.] By the judges, 
if the thing was known : otherwise by the hand of God. 

Ver. 9. And when ye reap the harvest of your land.] Which 
was a time of great joy, when they offered, it is likely, many 
peace-offerings of that sort beforcmentioncd. 
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Tliou shalt not wholly reap the corners of thy field.'] But 
leave a sixtieth part (as their wise men have determined 
it), and that in the extreme part of the field, rather than 
any other place, that the poor might know where to come 
for it ; as R. Levi Barzelonita explains it, Pnecept. ccxiii. 
And this, whether they were in the land of Israel, or out 
of it; as Mr. Selden observes out of the Talmndists, lib. 
vi. de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 6. p. 692. where he shews 
it was the custom to add something to the sixtieth part, 
proportionable to the largeness of the field, or the multitude 
of the poor, or the greatness of the crop. 

Neither shalt thuu gather the gleanings of thy harvest.] 
That is, if an ear or two of corn fell (as they cut it, or 
bound it up) out of the sheaves, or from under their sickle, 
they were not to gather them up from the ground, but 
leave them for the poor, as oft as they fell : but not if there 
fell three ears at a time, as theTalmudists determine : (see 
Mr. Selden in the place abovenamed ; and the same R. 
Levi, Prascept. ccxiv.) 

Ver; 10. And thou shalt not glean thy vineyard.'] When 
they had cut off the great bunches, they were not to ex- 
amine the vine over again for the scattered grapes, or 
small clusters. 

' Neither shalt thou gather every grape of thy vineyard.] 
If any fell to the ground as they gathered them, they were 
not to take them up. That is, if one or two clusters fell ; 
but not if three, much less if more: for they construe this 
as they do the precept about ears of corn, (ver. 9.) They 
also say, they were bound to leave the comers of the vine- 
yard uncut, as well as the corners of the field. (R. Levi 
Barzelonita, Praecept. cexxx. and cexxxi. and Mr. Selden, 
lib. vi. de Jure Nat. ct Gent. cap. 6. in the place before- 
named.) And these precepts obliged such strangers as so- 
journed among them, (mentioned chap. xvii. 8. and xviii. 
2(5.) who, before they were admitted to embrace the Jewish 
religion, were examined whether they understood that they 
must observe such and such precepts, particularly these 
here mentioned, which were propounded to them plainly 
and distinctly: and after they had promised to keep them, 
they were circumcised,&c. As G.Schickard observes out 
of the Talmud, the custom was, after the destruction of 
Jerusalem, in Mishpat Hamelek, cap. 5. Theorem xvii. 

TJiou shalt leave them for the poor and the stranger.'] 
Though by stranger the Jews think is understood a prose- 
lyte of righteousness (as they call him who had embraced 
their religion, by receiving circumcision), yet they did not 
hinder any poor gentile from partaking of this charity ; as 
the same R. Levi says. And if any one transgressed any 
of the precepts contained in these two verses, he was 
beaten; as Mr. Selden shews, lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 13. 
n.8. 

' lam the Lord your God.] I give you the conntry to 
which you go, with these reserves for the poor: and' have 
been so bountiful to you, that I require you to be so to 
them. 

Ver. 11. Ye shall not steal.] Here arc several moral pre- 
cepts put briefly together, for the maintaining justice 
and truth; without which* societies cannot be preserved. 
And, first, he forbids theft; the coveting of other men's 
goods being the source of the other sins that follow. And 
whether they were the goods of an Israelite, or of a gentile 
idolater, that any man stole, he was bound to make restitu- 



tion, as R. Levi observes, Praecept. cexxxii. (See Expd. 
■xxii. 1.) 

Neither deal falsely.] This is a Divine caution (as the 
Hebrew doctors observe) against denying a thing that was 
deposited with them; or which they had found, &c. which 
they would never pretend they had not, if they were dis- 
posed to be sincere and upright in their dealing. 

Neither lie one to another.] Words being intended to de- 
clare the mind, and for no other end ; he that hears us 
speak hath a right in justice to be done him, that what wc 
speak be true. For otherwise he doth not know our mind 
by our words ; and then we had better be dumb. But 
though all kind of lying be contrary to the intention of God, 
in giving us speech; yet this relates particularly to' such 
lies whereby a man's neighbour was injured; defrauded, for 
instance, of his goods which he had deposited with an- 
other ; or of the just debts which were owing him, &c. 
But though the simple denying of such things was not pu- 
nished with beating, as Mr. Selden represents the opinion 
of the Talmudists, (lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 11.) yet he that 
denied a thing deposited with him was not admitted to be 
a witness in any case, though he had not forsworn himself 
unto which this lying disposed him. So R. Levi, Praecept 
cexxxiii. 

' Ver. 12. And ye shall not siuear by my name falsely.] 
Much less was it lawful for them to confirm the lies fore- 
mentioned with an oath. So the Jewish doctors interpret 
it, as Mr. Selden observes in the same place. If any man 
did, arid was found guilty, he was adjudged to restore the 
principal, and a fifthpart more, (chap.vi. 5.) And whether 
he forswore himself knowingly, or ignorantly, he was to 
expiate his crime with a sacrifice. But if he was ignorant 
of that command concerning a sacrifice; or if, though he 
had the thing which he denied in his keeping, yet he had 
really forgot it, when he swore he had it not; he was freed 
both from the fifth part and from the sacrifice. (See chap.' 
v. 40 

Neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God.] By 
calling God to witness unto a frivolous thing, or to a rash 
resolution: as if a man swore in his anger he would not 
speak to such a person, but afterward did; or, he would' 
not eat of such meat, &c. In such cases, the Jews say, 
when a man's heart was touched with repentance for his* 
rashness and incogitancy, he was to go to some wise man, 
or to three neighbours, and desire them to absolve him* 
from his oath, of which he truly repented. Which they did, 
when they found him truly penitent ; saying, Be thou loosed, 
or, It is remitted to thee, or the like. So Mr. Selden ob- 
serves out of Maimonidcs, lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 11. n. 9. 

Plato hath said some remarkable things concerning/or- 
swearing, and also of lying, and deceit: for which I refer 
the learned reader to his eleventh- book of Laws, p. 216, 
217. edit. Scrrani. 

I am the Lord.] And therefore expect the greatest re- 
verence to my name; and that you should deal honestly 
one- with another. 

Ver. 13. Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbour, neither 
rob him', &c] Here are several' prccepts,almost coincident 
in their sense, but have some peculiar negations belonging 
to them. For (as R. Levi Barzelonita observes), " in all 
things from which God would have them carefully ab- 
stain, he multiplies admonitions/' (Praecept. exxxvi.) Ac- 
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cordingly hero to defraud is to keep in one's hfind that 
which belongs to another : and such a person, he saith, is 
galled an oppressor in Scripture. The Vulgar Latin refers 
U to that which men get from others by calumny: as the 
next words relate to that which is wrested, from them by 
open violence. 

Neither rob him.] The same II. Levi expounds this of 
that which is taken from another by manifest force, and 
doth not belong to him that takes it, (Praecept. ccxxxvii.) 
For so the Hebrew word gazilah signifies, that which a 
man wrests out of the hand of another against his will, 
(1 Chron.xi.23.) 

The wages of him that is hired shall not abide with thee 
all night till the morning.] For this was a kind of force and 
robbery, to detain what was owing to him against his will. 
In Deut. xxiv. 15. the words are, " Thou shalt give him 
his hire, neither shall the sun go down upon it." From, 
whence the Hebrew doctors conclude there were two sorts 
of people that wrought for hire ; one were day-labourers, 
whom Moses speaks of in this verse; another labourers by 
night, of whom he speaks in Deuteronomy. Neither, of 
which were to stay for their wages beyond the timeapr. 
pointed; but the one were to have it before sun-set, the 
other before morning; for it was due as soon as the day or 
the night was done. So the Misna, The day-labourer re- 
quires his wages all night, and the night-labourer all day. 
See the forenamed R.Levi, (Praecept. cexxxviii.) w T ho gives 
this reason for it; that " the merciful God would have his 
creatures subsist; which poor labourers cannot do, if they. 
w r ant their wages to buy them victuals." Upon which ac- 
count, the detaining of their wages is said to be a crying 
sin, in that Deut. xxiv. 14. and in St. James, v. 4. 

Ver. 14. Thou shalt not curse the deaf.] No Israelite, 
whether man or woman, was to be cursed, though he could 
not hear the curse, and so was insensible of the injury, as 
R. Levi explains it, (Praecept. cexxxix.) For there was 
the addition of barbarous baseness in it, to curse or revile a 
person who was not capable to answer for himself, nor do 
himself right; and the case of the sick, and the infirm, or 
the absent, was the same with the deaf. As for .others, who, 
were not deaf, it was forbidden to curse them, saith Mai- 
monides, because it provoked to anger and rage, which 
stirred men up to take revenge. t 

* Nor put a stumbling-block before the blind.] This is as in- 
human as the former; proceeding from so gTeat malice, 
that the Hebrew doctors seem to think men incapable of 
it ; and therefore expound it of giving ill counsel to simple 
people, and advising them to their damage. So R. Levi; 
(Praecept. ccxl.) which is no less contrary to nature than 
laying a stumbling-block in the way of those that cannot 
see to avoid it; and a far greater sin, because it abused 
their minds, and might tend to the hurt of their souls. 

But shalt fear thy God.] Believing he sees and hears, 
and w T ill avenge the cause of those who cannot right them- 
selves, because they know not who injured them. If any 
man w r as convicted of cither of these, crimes ho was 
beaten. 

I am tlie Lord.] And am therefore to be feared and 
obeyed. 

Ver. 15. Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment.] 
The Jews take this to be an admonition to their judges,, 
that they should have an equal regard to the plaintiff and 
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defendant, and not prefer; the one before the other. Whence 
these words are thus explained in Siphra: "Thou shalt 
judge thy neighbours justly; not letting one party stand, 
and bidding the other sit; nor suffering one to speak as 
much, as he pleaseth, and bidding the other be short." (See 
Selden de Synedr. lib. ii. cap. 13. n.10.) But none hath 
explained this so largely as Maimonides, in the whole 
twenty-first chapter of Sanhedrin, where he, in general, de- 
fines the just administration of justice to consist in an 
equal respect to both parties in the suit; so that one of 
them have not the liberty to say what he will, and the other 
be cut short: and then, descends to many particulars, 
wherein equal respect to both parties is to be observed; 
some of which, it will be fit to mention, because they il- 
lustrate the words of St. James, in the second chapter of 
his Epistle, ver, 2 — 4. " If two parties appear in a cause, 
one of which is clothed in precious garments, the. other i* 
ragged, or in a poor habit, Jet it be said to him that is 
the more honourable, Either do you bestow upon your ad- 
versary as good-apparel as you have on yourself, or else 
put on such as be wears, that you may be both alike, and 
then appear before the court of judgment. By no means 
let the one sit, and the other stand; but let them both be 
commanded to stand: or, if it please the judges to give 
them both leave to sit, let not one of them sit in a high 
place, the other in a low, but both on the same bench, one. 
by the side of the other." See R. Levi Barzelonita, (Prae-. 
cept. cexvii.) who observes, that mankind are preserved 
by a righteous judgment; and therefore, if a judge was 
found to have given an unjust sentence, he was condemned 
to make restitution^ him, whose cause he had perverted, 
(Praecept. ccxli.) 

Thou shalt not respect, the person of the poor.] SeeExod. 
xxiii. 3. 

Nor honour the person of the mighty.] This R. Levi ex- 
plains, (Praecept. ccxlii.) as he did the first clause: "Tho 
judge shall not bid the great man sit down while the meaner 
stands; but both shall, stand before, the. judge, as if they 
were in the presence of the Divine Majesty, who standeth 
in the midst of the judges," (PsaL lxxxii. 1.) If, by the^ 
favour of the judges, both were permitted to sit, yet, when 
sentence came to be pronounced, both rose up and stood; 
according to Exod. xyiii.13. 

But in righteousness shalt tlipu judge thy neighbour.] The 
observation of Maimonides seems to be too nice and cu- 
rious, who from this place gathers, that though the lowest 
court of judgment ordinarily consisted of no less than 
three judges, yet, by the law, one of them might sit alone 
as judge in matters not capital ; because it is said here, in 
the singular number, in nghteous7iess shalt thoujudgv thy. 
neighbour: for, at the same time, he acknowledges their 
wise men require that he should take some assessors to 
him, when they say, Do not judge by thyself alone, for 
there is no sole judge, but one only, viz. God. (See Selden, 
lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 14. n. 2. and Guil. Schickardi 
Mishpat Hamelek, cap. 4. Theor. xiv.) 

Ver. 16. Thou shalt not go np and down as a talc-bearer 
among thy people] The Vulgar Latin takes the Hebrew 
word rachil to signify one that goes about with calumnies. 
But it may simply signify, as we translate it, a tale-bearer; 
whom Aben Ezra compares to a merchant or pedlar (as the 
Hebrew word imports), who buys of one what he sells to. 
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another, and goes about the country, as a tale-bearer doth 
from house to house, carrying to one what he hath heard 
at another; saying, such a one hath said so and so of you; 
whereby peace and concord are destroyed among men. For 
commonly such men carry false stories to their neighbours, 
or add to the true, and secretly backbite others: which 
hath moved many to think a detractor is meant by this 
word, who hopes by his tales of others to get some advan- 
tage to himself, as every trader doth by his merchandize. 
Whence the Jews say, " An evil tongue kills three: him 
that speaks; him that hears; and him of whom he speaks," 
R. Levi, Praecept. ccxliii. 

Neither shalt thou stand against the blood of thy neigh- 
hour.] Much less be a false witness against him, to the en- 
dangering of his life. So it is commonly interpreted, be- 
cause the accusers and witnesses stood before judges who 
sat in the courts of judgment But R. Levi Barzelonita, 
and the rest of the Hebrew doctors, generally understand 
it otherwise; that no man should suffer his neighbour to 
perish in judgment, or other ways, when he could free him 
by his testimony or assistance: (Praecept. ccxliv.) So it 
is said in Siphra, in so many words: "Whence do we 
gather that he who can clear another by his testimony, 
must not suppress it in silence ? Because it is said, Thou 
shalt not stand against the blood of thy neighbour/' 
Whence *it follows, that if a man saw his neighbour any 
way in danger, he was bound, if he could, to deliver him; 
not only when his life was in hazard, but that which is 
as dear as life, one's honour and chastity. Thus, if any 
one went about to force a woman, espoused to another, 
&c. he that saw it was bound to rescue such a person, 
though with the death of him that made the attempt. For 
this was a piece of justice which they committed to pri- 
vate men, as Mr. Selden shews out of the Jewish au- 
thors, (lib. iv. de Jure N. ct G. cap. iii. p. 481, &c.) But 
then, they restrain this charity only to themselves; and 
from the word neighbour argue, that they are bound to do 
thus only to an Israelite, Nay (which is strange), some 
of them arc so selfish, and so ill-natured, that they fancy 
they arc forbidden to do such kindness to a gentile. (See 
there, p. 485. - 

Ver. 17. TJwu shalt not hate thy brother in thy heart.] 
When thy brother hath done thee any wrong, do not con- 
ceal a secret hatred against him in thy breast, but tell him 
plainly of his fault; as the next words. seem to direct. It 
appears by this, they were ill interpreters of the law, who 
thought it forbade only external acts of sin, but not evil 
affections which were not executed. 

Thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, ,] Time after 
time (if he will not be sensible of it at first) argue the case 
with him, and reprove him for his fault. And if he will 
not amend, do it publicly (as the Vulgar Latin interprets 
it), and bring-him before the judges. So R. Levi, Praecept. 
cexviii. But he extends this to all sins, whether against 
God, or against themselves; which, he thinks, they were 
bound to reprehend privately, and then publicly, if the 
offenders did not grow better. 

And not suffer sin upon him.'] He interprets it, But not put 
him to confusion. For nothing is more grievous to a man 
than that: and therefore reprehension ought to be mild and 
gentle, especially when the offence is against one's self; 
but in those against God, greater sharpness is allowable. 
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So he discourses, Praecept. ccxlvi. the words in the ori- 
ginal being, Thou shalt not bear sin upon him; charge him 
with his guilt too severely; or, as others take it, Thoa 
shalt not accuse him of any crime whereof he i$ not guilty 
Our translation, in the margin of our Bibles, takes it as if, 
by not reproving their neighbour, they brought the guilt of 
his sin upon. themselves; for„so the words there are, That 
thou bear not sin for him: which is an excellent sense, if 
the Hebrew word alau did not signify npon him, not fgr 
him. And yet some of the Jews have thus understood it ; 
this saying of Rabbi Chanina being famous among them, 
" Jerusalem had not been destroyed; but because one 
neighbour did not. reprove another:" see Selden, lib. i. de 
Synedr. cap. 9. p. 280. Where he observes, the doctrine 
of the ancient Jews was (drawn from this text), that when 
one man offended another in things concerning themselves, 
relating to their civil affairs, he was to be reproved by his 
neighbour, once, or twice, or thrice, if the matter required ; 
but without sharpness, and so that he was.not.exposed to 
public shame: but if the offence was against God, in mat- 
ters of religion, they say private reproof was first to be 
given; and if that did not work amendment, then public 
before all. And they admitted public reprehension upon 
no other score: but said, " He that publicly puts his bro- 
ther tO:shame, shall have no part in the other world." 

Ver. 18. Thou shalt not avenge.] Not deny to do their 
brethren a kindness, out of a remembrance ,6f any injury 
received from them; as It. Levi interprets it, (Praecept. 
ccxlvii.) By which means, as he observes, strife and con- 
tention were abolished, and peace and concord established 
among men. It may be thought, also, that as they are for- 
bidden to take revenge themselves for the wrongs any one 
did them; so likewise to seek for redress from the public, 
merely to satisfy their wrath and desire to have the inju- 
rious person suffer, and not to prevent the like or greater 
mischiefs for the time to come. 

Nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people*] 
When thou dost thy neighbour a kindness, do not spoil it 
by upbraiding him with all his faults. For the Hebrew 
word natar -signifies having something in reserve in one's 
mind, particularly anger or wrath; which our translation 
frequently supplies to make out the sense, (Jer. iii. 12. 
Psal. ciii. 9. Nahum i.2.) And so the LXX. understand 
it here,. koI ov jut|vcccc/&c. and thou shalt not be angry with 
the children of thy people. ". - 

But thou shalt love .thy neighbour as thyself] In not 
doing to him what thou wouldst not have done to thyself; 
and taking such care of him, and what belongs to him, as 
thou wouldst have him to do of thee and thine. This, 
saith R. A'quiba, (as R. Levi observes, Praecept. ccxix.) is 
the great sum of the law; i. e. many precepts depend upon 
this: for he that thus loves his neighbour, will neither steal 
any thing from him, nor violate his wife, nor murder so 
touch as his good name, nor remove his land-mark, nor 
offend him any other way : the same, in a manner, with 
what St. Paul saith, Rom. xiii. 8, 9,.&c. . 

The only question is, Who is to be understood here by 
their neighbour? which the Jews would restrain to them- 
selves, and have the meaning to be, that one Israelite 
should love another; but he is not bound to love a 
stranger in the same manner: which is directly against 
Moses's command, ver. 34, And certain it is, the word 
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neighbour comprehends more than Israelites, as appears 
by the last commandment, which forbids tlicm to covet 
their neighbours wife, which did not give them leave, sure, 
to covet the wife of a gentile, provided they did not covet 
tho wife of an Israelite. A neighbour, therefore, is every 
other man, as in Deut. xxii. 2G. and more plainly in Exod. 
xi. 2. whero the Egyptians are called their neighbour. And 
therefore D. Kimchi saith very honestly, upon Psal. xv. 3. 
a neighbour is every one with whom we have any dealing or 
conversation. Which justifies our blessed Saviour, in mak- 
ing this command, of loving their neighbours as themselves, 
to reach all men with whom they had to do, (Luke x . 27, 28:) 
lam the Lord, &c] Unto whom you are all equally sub- 
ject; and upon that account ought to love one another. 
'(Seo.ver. 34.) 

« Ver.19. Ye shall keep my statutes.] This may be thought 
to be premised to what follows; lest such commands as 
are contained in this verse, seeming small, should be neg- 
lected by them. 

* Thou shalt not let thy cattle (or rather make them) gen- 
der with a diverse kind.] As horses with asses, goats with 
sheep, &c. whose mixture ono with another they were by 
no means to procure. But if they did of themselves come 
•together, it was lawful to use such heterogeneous crea- 
tures as were so produced. For they did not abhor the 
'use of mules, which were either begot by accident among 
them, or brought from other countries to them. 

The reason the Jews commonly give for this precept is, 
because God having made all things perfect in their kind, 
it was a presumptuous attempt to go about to mend his 
^creation, and add to his works. By this means also men 
were deterred from unnatural mixtures, which they saw to 
be abominable in brutes. So R. Levi Barzelonita (Praeccpt. 
ccxlix.) and Philo, whose words are very ingenious, (lib. 
de Crcatione Princip.) "Things of the same kind were 
made for society one with another ;" but things heteroge- 
neous (as we call them), were not intended to be mixed 
and associated ; and therefore, he who attempts to mingle 
them, aSifcoe vofiov <j>v(ntog avaipu, wickedly destroys the law 
of nature. To the same purpose Josephus : (see Selden, 
lib. vii. dc Jure N. et G. sec. Hcb. cap. 3. p. 71)8.) Mai- 
monides also himself gives this reason of this precept; 
More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 49. where he saith, "No 
creature, hatli a desire commonly to mix with a creature of 
another kind ; and therefore men ought not to promote such 
a desire." . But after all, there might possibly be a respect 
ia tins precept to some idolatrous customs which Moses 
intended to prevent or abolish : for there is good ground to 
think the following precepts in this verse were so intended; 
and in aftcrtimes, some gentiles did procure such mixtures 
of creatures as are here forbidden (mules, for instance), 
in honour of their gods : see our learned Dr. Spencer, lib. 
ii.de Leg. Heb. Ritualibus, cap. 20. where he endeavours 
,to prove, that by cattle in this place is peculiarly meant 
oxen and asses, which were used in husbandry; and are of 
such different natures, that none would ever havo thought 
to procure their conjunction, unless he had been moved to 
it by* the. devil. . . 

< TIiou shalt not sow thy field with mingled seed.] The rea- 
sons of this, according to the Jews, are the same with tho 
former: and R. Levi extends it to trees; which, he saith, 
tjiey were not to ingraft of. different kinds one upon an- 



other. But it concerns, they stty, only such seeds and plants 
as are for men's food ; not those which are for medicine, (Pre- 
cept, ccl.) But Maimonidcs found a particular reason for 
this precept, from the idolatrous customs of the old Zabii- 
who not only sowed different seeds, and grafted trees of a 
diverse kind one upon another, in such or such aspect of 
the planets, and with a certain form of words and fumiga- 
tions ; but also with abominable filthiness, at the very mo- 
ment of the incision. Which he proves out of a book, con- 
cerning the incision of an olive into a citron: and doubts 
not, that God forbade his people to sow with mingled seed 
that he might root out that detestable idolatry, and th6sc 
preternatural lusts, which abounded in those days, (More 
Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 37.) 

Neither shall a garment mingled of linen and woollen 
come upon thee.] In the Hebrew the words arc, A garment 
of mixtures ofschaatnez shall not come upon tltee. But, that 
they might certainly know what schaatnez was, it is ex- 
plained in Deut. xxii. II. to signify (as we translate it) a 
garment of woollen and linen mixed together. The Jews 
havo taken abundance of pains to find out the original 
of this word; which Bochartus derives from the Arabic 
word saat, which signifies to mingle, and nez, which signi- 
fies to weave. (Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 45.) But 
Joh. Braunius, I think, hath demonstrated, that it doth not 
import the weaving of any different things together, but 
only of linen and woollen; and that by woollen is to be un- 
derstood only what is made of the wool of sheep, not of 
camels or goats, which they called by the same name, (lib. 
i. de Vcstitu Saccrd. Heb. cap. 4. n. 2, 3. C.) Where hd 
observes out of Maimonides, in his Halach. Kelaim, that 
if a man saw an Israelite wear such a garment, it was law- 
ful for him to fall upon him openly, and tear his garment 
in pieces; although he were his master, who taught him 
wisdom. And the reasons for this abhorrence arc commonly 
such as are given of the former precepts ; to preserve them 
from the horrid confusion which was among the gentiles, 
by incestuous and unnatural mixtures. But Maimonides 
takes it to have been principally intended as a preserva- 
tive against idolatry; the priests of the gentiles in those 
times wearing such mixed garments, of the product of 
plants and animals, With a ring on their finger; made of 
some metal ; as, he says, he found in their books, (More 
Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 37.) By which mixture, it is likely, 
they, hoped to have the beneficial influence of some lucky 
conjunction of the planets or stars, to bring a blessing upon 
their sheep and their flax. 

Ver. 20. Whosoever lieth carnally with a woman that is 
a bondmaid^ betrothed to a husband.] The Jews had some 
servants that were gentiles; who, if they embraced the 
Jewish religion, were baptized ; sometimes with the reser- 
vation of their servitude, and sometimes with the full grant 
of liberty. But some there were in a middle condition, 
partly free and partly servile; viz. when part of their re- 
demption-money had been paid, and part was still behind. 
Now, as, while a woman was a perfect slave, no Israelite, 
might marry her; so, when she was paitly free, though he 
might espouse her, and tho espousals were valid, yet they 
could not be of full force till her liberty was perfected. 
And of such a maiden the Hebrew doctors understand 
Moses to speak in this place, that was in part free, but not 
wholly, as the next words interpret it. 
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. And not at all redeemed, nor freedom given hei:] Not en- 
tirely, but in part redeemed; and consequently her free- 
dom not absolutely granted to her. 

She shall be scourged.] If she had been perfectly free, 
both he that lay with her, and she herself, should have been 
put to death, (Deut. xxii. 23, 24.) But being not fully 
free, and consequently not fully his wife who had espoused 
her, it was not reckoned adultery ; and therefore punished 
only with scourging, (see Selden, lib. v. de Jure N. et G. 
cap. 12. p. 613.) And Maimonides, I observe, thus ex- 
pounds it, of a woi^an that was not a mere servant, and yet 
not completely free, but between both, (More Nevoch. par; 
ill. cap. 41.) But whereas we mention here in the text 
the scourging only of the woman; in the margin it is 
rightly noted, that the Hebrew words are, there shall be 
scourging; viz. of them both, as the Vulgar Latin, w T ith 
great reason, understands it. And the Hebrew' word bik- 
koreth properly signifies scourging with thongs made of a 
bull's or ox's hide; as Bochartus observes in his Hierozoi- 
con, (par. i. lib. ii. cap. 29. and cap. 33. n. 8.) 

They shall not be put to death, because she was not free.] 
Her master not having set her quite at liberty, her mar- 
riage was not complete; which freed her from suffering 
death, though some punishment she deserved, because it 
was begun. 

Ver. 21. And he shall bring his trespass-offering unto the 
Lord, unto the door, &c] Which was not enjoined her, be- 
cause she had not wherewithal to offer for her expiation; 
all she had being her master's, and not her own. 

A ram for a trespass-offering.] Which was the proper 
sacrifice in such a ease, (chap. v. 17, 18.) 

Ver. 22. And the priest shall make an atonement for him 
with the ram of the trespass-offering.] She needed an atone- 
ment as well as he, being equally guilty in consenting to 
the fact; and being espoused to another, seems to have 
had a greater guilt upon her; and therefore was left in a 
lamentable condition, without any public assurance of 
God's pardon. 

For his sin which he hath done.'] Which had so much 
guilt in it, that besides the punishment he suffered in being 
scourged, this satisfaction was to be made to God. 

And the sin which he hath done shall be forgiven him.] 
By virtue of the sacrifice, w T hich would not have been ac- 
cepted if she had been perfectly a freewoman: but the 
sin would have cost his own life and hers also, (Deut. 
xxii. 23, 24.) ' - ' 

Ver. 23. And when ye sliall come into the land, and shall 
have planted all manner of trees for food.] The precept is 
so general, that the boldness of R. Zerika is unaccount- 
able, who would have it understood only of the vine, 
which, if it be hot cut, its grapes are not so large, nor the 
wine so good, nor fit to be offered at the altar, &c. as his 
opinion is represented in Pirke Eliezer, (cap. xxix.) But 
Moses expressly mentioning all manner of trees for food; 
there is no colour for this limitation; and a very good ac- 
count may be given of this prohibition, if we have respect 
only to natural reason. For young trees grow better; if 
they be stripped of their fruit; the juice of which is wa- 
terish and unconcocted, having neither pleasant smell nor 
taste, as Nachmanides observes; and therefore not fit for 
food ; and upon that score not fit to be offered as tho first- 
fruits to God. 



But, besides all this, Maimonides affirms therewas an 
idolatrous custom among the Zabii, to which this law of, 
Moses may reasonably be thought to be opposed : for they, 
imagined all trees would be blasted, or their fruit fall off, 
whose first-fruit was not part of it offered in tlfeir idol 
temples, and the other part eaten there : as their children, 
they thought, would not thrive, unless some of them passed 
through the fire. And therefore God commanded his peo- 
ple to forbear to eat the fruit of any tree till the fourth 
year ; and not doubt of the fruitfulness of their plantations, 
though they did not consecrate the fruit of the years fore- 
going, after the manner that the gentiles did: More Ne- 
voch. par. iii.cap. 37. where he observes some trees 
brought forth fruit in one year, some not till the second, 
and others not till the third, according to the different ways 
wherein they were planted. 

Ye shall count the fruit thereof as uncircumcised.] That 
is, as unclean, and therefore to be cast away as the fore- 
skin was. 

. Three years it shall be as uncircumcised to you; it shall 
not be eaten of] And therefore they plucked off the buds 
when they put forth, that they might not grow into fruit; 
or, if any by chance did, they threw it away, as unfit for 
food. But this is meant only of such fruit-trees as they 
planted after they came into Canaan ; not of such as they, 
found already planted there. And it was the same thing, 
whether he planted them himself, or bought an orchard, or 
vineyard, &c. of another Israelite, or had it left him as an 
inheritance, or bestowed on him as a gift; the three first 
years the fruit was not to be used. 

Ver. 24. But in the fourth year all the fruit thereof shall 
be holy, to praise the Lord withal.] It was to be offered as*, 
the first-fruit to God, and eaten by the priests ; which, as 
Maimonides saith in the bookforenamed, (cap. 49.) was to* 
excite them to liberality, and give a check to their appe- 
tites as well as to covetousness. Yet there are those who 
say this fruit of the fourth year was to be eaten by, the. 
owners before the Lord at Jerusalem (when his dwelling 
was settled there), as they ate the second tithe. So R. Levi 
Barzelonita(Praecept. ccxx.) shews at large. And they ob- 
serve many benefits which the Israelites received by this 
means; not only in exciting their thankfulness to God, but 
their love to that holy place : unto which some of their fa- 
mily might conceive such an affection, as to settle there, 
and learn the law. 

Ver. 25. In the fifth year shall ye cat of the fruit thereof, 
that it may yield unto you the increase thereof] He would 
not have them think that they should lose any thing, by 
staying till the fifth year for the fruit of their trees; but 
promises them here, that, by forbearing so long, their trees 
should be the more exceeding fruitful. 

I am the Lord.] Who bestowed this land upon them, to 
hold of him by what tenure he pleased ; by whose blessing 
they might expect to receive the increase thereof abun- 
dantly; without the help of sueh wicked arts as Maimo- 
nides says the Zabii used : who, letting certain things lie 
till they were purified, and, when the sun was in such or 
such a degree, sprinkling them about the trees which they 
had planted, with certain magical ceremonies, they fancied 
flowers and fruits would be produced sooner than they 
could have been without these practices. 

Ver. 26. Ye shall not eat any thing with the blood.] This 
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is an admonition, as It. Levi Barzelonita fancies, (Pne- 
ccpt. cclii.) against gluttony and drunkenness; such as tho 
rebellious son was guilty of, (Dcut. xxi. 18, &c.) which 
made men prone to shed blood;* for so he understands this 
precept, Thou shalt not eat upon blood; t. e. eat till thou 
art excited to shed blood : unto which ho applies Dcut. 
xxxii. 15. Jeshurun waxed fat and kicked. But this is a 
very forced interpretation; and our translation is not exact: 
for ho doth not say, Ye shall not eat any thing with tlie 
blood; but, Ye shall not eat upon the blood, or at the blood; 
w^hich Oleaster very sagaciously suspected to be a piece of 
superstition unknown to him; and so did the LXX.whcn 
they translated it, ye shall not eat, tVt rwv opluv, upon the 
mountains, which was an idolatrous custom, mentioned in 
Hoscaiv. 13. and here forbidden, as Procopius and He- 
sychius imagine : but the Hebrew word haddam no where 
signifies a mountain, but blood, as the Vulgar here truly 
translates it. There is a Greek Scholion which renders these 
words, ov fyayiaQi iin tov Swfiaroc, ye shall not eat on the 
house-topi which, in all likelihood, as some have conjec- 
tured, was a mistake of the transcriber for C7r$ tov atfiarog, 
upon the blood, which is the literal translation of the He- 
brew phrase, and imports something more than is prohi- 
bited, chap. xvii. 12. where he simply saith, no soul of 
yott shall eat blood; but here warns them against an idola- 
trous practice x>f the Zabii, who, to enter into the society 
6f demons, and obtain their favour, were wont to gather the 
blood of their sacrifices into a vessel, or a little hole digged 
in the earth ; and then, sitting about it, to eat the flesh of 
the sacrifices ; imagining, that by eating, as it were, of the 
same food (for they thought the demons fed upon the blood, 
as their worshippers did upon the flesh), they contracted a 
friendship and familiarity with them. So Maimonidcs re- 
lates in his More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 46. For the pre- 
vention of which idolatrous custom, God ordered their sa- 
crifices to be offered only at one place, where his own house 
was; and there the' priests sprinkling the blood, and they 
eating the flesh of their peace-offerings, God and they feast- 
ed together upon them. Nachmanidcs is wont to oppose 
Maimonidcs in his notions; yet this was so plain, that he 
confesses, (as Dr. Cudworth hath observed, in his treatise 
of the Right Notion of the Lord's Supper, chap, ult.) that 
blood itself was forbidden in the law, upon the account of 
the heathens' performing their superstitious worship in this 
manner, by gathering together blood for their demons, " and 
then coming themselves, and eating of it with them, where- 
by they were their demon's guest; and by this kind of com- 
munion with them, were enabled to prophesy and foretell 
things to come." And this interpretation is the more pro- 
bable, that they hoped, by eating of the blood of the sa- 
crifices, or the flesh, or both, to have such familiarity with 
thorn, as to receive revelations from them, and be inspired 
with the knowledge of secret things; if we consider the two 
other prohibitions in this verse, that arc joined with this of 
not eating upon blood; which shews that it was a rite of 
divination. 

Neither shall ye use enchantment.] In the Hebrew the 
words arc lo tenachashu; which, all agree, signify some su- 
perstitious observation or other, whereby they made omens, 
and guessed what should happen to them; cither from 
men's sneezing, or the breaking of a shoe-latchet; or the 
name of a man they met withal ; or some creature's crossing 



their way, or passing upon their right hand, or their left. 
And most, following the LXX. and the Vnlgar Latin, take 
it for divination by the flying, or crying, or pecking of 
birds. But the M*ord nachash, signifying a serpent, and 
having no relation at all to birds, the famous Bochartus 
thinks tenachashu (which seems to be derived. from thence) 
to relate rather to the ancient 6<ptofiavrtla, divination by 
serpents, than to their opviOopavrda, divination by birds; 
for it was very much in use among the gentiles in old time, 
as appears from Homer, (in his seventh Iliad.) where Chal- 
chas seeing a serpent devour eight sparrows with their 
dam, divined how long the Trojan war would last: and 
many such instances he heaps up together in his Hicro- 
zoicon, par. i.lib. i. cap. 3. R.Lcvi Barzelonita (Pracccpt. 
ccliii.) refers this to any kind of divination: by their staff 
falling out of their hand; by a serpent creeping on their 
right hand, or a fox going by their left, &c. which made 
them forbear any work they were about ; but ho thinks 
withal, it may signify, as we translate it, enchantment: to 
cure wounds (for instance) by reading a verse of the law; 
or laying the book of the law, or a phylactery, upon a 
child's head to procure sleep; which are such superstitions' 
as are now in use among some Christians, who hang the 
first verse of St. John's Gospel about people's necks to 
cure an ague. But such things could not be meant by 
Moses, who had not yet delivered them a copy of his laws; 
nor can we certainly fix upon any other in particular which 
were then in use; sec J. Coch upon the title Sanhcdrin, 
cap. 7. n.18. and Maimonidcs de Idololatria, cap. 11. sect. 
4—6, &c. where lie gives a great number of instances of 
such superstitious observations as were in use among the 
heathen: some of which are mentioned by Theophrastus 
in his characters of Superstition; and by Plutarch, in his 
book on the same subject; and are derided by Terence in 
his Phormio, act: iv. seen. 4. with which superstitions the 
greatest persons were anciently very much infected; and 
they were so settled in men's minds, that when they be- 
came Christians, they could not presently shake them off; 
as appears by the frequent reprehensions which St. Chry- 
sostom (and others) give to those who continued to be go- 
verned by them; particularly in his eighth homily upon the 
Colossians, he chides his people severely for contemning 
the cross of Christ, and calling in old drunken women with 
their salt, their ashes, and soot, to free those that were be- 
witched. And more especially in his sixth homily against 
the Jews, he sharply rebukes those that used tn^Sal kcu 7re- 
piairra, charms, and things hung about the neck, to cure 
agues; whereby they got a worse disease in their souls, and 
wounded their consciences, &c. And in other places he 
reprehends their observing of omens, good and bad; some 
of which were very strange* (See torn. vi. p. 610, 611. 
edit. Savil.) 

Nor observe times.] Take no notice of days, according 
to the precepts of astrologers, who made some to be lucky, 
others unlucky. For the Jews generally think something 
of this nature is here forbidden, the Hebrew word teonenu 
being derived, they imagine; from onah, which signifies 
time, (as-R. Lcvi ? bcforcmcntioned, saith, Pracccpt. ecliv.) 
such an hour being thought, by. superstitious people, to be 
fit for business ; but another very cross to it. Which opi- 
nion God seems to have intended to extinguish, by ap- 
pointing the sabbath as the only day of the week upon 
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which they should rest from their labours, leaving all the 
other six days to be employed in their business, without 
tiny difference of days or hours. But there being no such 
signification, as many think, of that word in the Hebrew 
language, they rather derive teonenu from anan, a cloud, 
imagining Moses to forbid them to mark the flying of the 
clouds, or to make observations from their motions ; which 
was a thing common among the gentiles. But Maimo- 
nides, who, in the eleventh chapter of Avoda Zara interprets 
it, as we do, of observing times, by esteeming one day for- 
tunate, and another unfortunate, mentions another notion 
of this word from ain> an eye; and saith, in the same trea- 
tise, that jugglers, who delude men's sight, in playing their 
tricks, are comprehended under the name of meqnim. And 
there are those also, who, deriving this word from anah, to 
answer, think it intends such as pretended to tell their 
fortunes. 

I shall not determine which of these is most likely ; but 
only observe, that there was no superstition of this sort 
more ancient than that of astrology, which was in use 
among the old Chaldeans, who pretended to cast men's 'na- 
tivities (as we speak), and thence to tell their fortunes. 
But this sort of men were rejected, as Strabo tells us, 
lib. xv. by the astronomers of that country, and so they 
were by the best philosophers in other nations, as Tully 
tells us, who calls their pretences CJialdaorum Monstra, 
lib. ii. dc Divin. And therefore, no wonder God cautions 
his own people against them, as he doth not only here, but 
by his prophets, especially Jeremiah x. 2, 3. '" Learn not 
the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs 
of heaven, for the heathen are dismayed at them," &c. But 
then this caution was most necessary, when they were going 
captives into that country, which at that time was' un- 
doubtedly infected with this error, but may be thought, 
perhaps, not to have been so in the days of Moses; and 
therefore I say no more of it, but this, that all those whom 
we call jugglers, were sometimes comprehended under the 
name of Chaldeans; who seemed to perform wonderful 
things, as vomiting fire, and transforming straws into birds, 
&c. which relate to tho other notion of meononu, derived 
from r>y, which signifies an eye; which they deluded by the 
sleight of their hand, or other means. 

Some of the Jews confess, that their nation is at this 
day extremely addicted to these things. Sec Wagenseil's 
Annot. on Sota, p. 529, &c. where he recites a long passage 
to this purpose, out of Frcdericus Franciscus Offingensis, 
a converted Jew ; whom one of his own nation undertaking 
to confute, he confirmed the charge. 

Ver. 27. Ye shall not round the corners of your head.] 
Or, The ends of the hair of your head. For the Hebrew 
word peak, which wc translate corners, signifies also the 
ends or extremities of any thing: and the meaning is, they 
were not to cut their hair equal, behind and before ; as the 
worshippers of the stars and the planets, particularly the 
Arabians, did, (as R. Levi Barzelonita interprets it, Prae- 
cept. eclv.) For this made their head have the form of a 
hemisphere. 

The LXX. translate it ov TrotriatTE maor\v Ik rye Kt<j>a\riQ 
vfio>v. Where sisoe is the same with the Hebrew sisith, 
which signifies that lock which was left in the hinder part 
of the head, the rest of the hair being cut in a circle. And 
thus the ancient Arabians cut their hair, as Herodotus tells 



us, in imitation of Bacchus. Whence, as Bochartus notes, 
(lib. i. Canaan, cap. 6.) the Idumeans, Ammonites, JVIoab- 
ites, and the rest of the inhabitants of Arabia Deserta, are 
called circumcised in the corners, i. e. of the head, (Jer. ix. 
26.) And the Greek scholiast on that place saith, -that in 
his time the Saracens were so cut. 

But there arc those who think this refers to a supersti- 
tious custom among the gentiles, in their mourning for the 
dead. For they cut off their hair, and that round about ; 
and threw it into the sepulchre with the bodies of their re- 
lations and friends ; and sometimes laid it upon the face, or 
the breast of the dead, as an offering to the infernal gods, 
whereby they thought to appease them, and make them 
kind to the deceased. For that this relates to the dead, is 
probable from the like law, repeated Deut. xiv. 1. and 
from the next verse to this. (See Maimonides de Idol. cap. 
12.1,2.5.). 

Neither shalt thou mar the corners of thy beard.'] There 
were five corners (as their phrase is) of their beards ; one 
on either cheek, and one on either lip, and one below the 
chin : none of which, much less all, they might shave off, 
as the manner of the idolatrous priests was; if we may be- 
lieve Maimonides, par. iii. More Nevoch. cap. 37. But if 
the former have respect to their mourning for the dead, I 
do not see why this should hot also be so interpreted ; the 
gentiles being wont (as Theodoret observes) to shave their 
beards, and smite their cheeks, at the funerals of their 
friends. 

Wer. 28. Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh.] 
Either with their nails, or with knives, or other sharp in- 
struments ; as the manner of the heathen was. 

For the dead.] To pacify the infernal spirits, and make 
them propitious to the dead; which was the end at which 
the gentiles aimed in slashing themselves. Otherwise, sim- 
ple tearing their flesh out of great grief and anguish of spi- 
rit doth not seem to be prohibited, no more than tearing 
off their hair ; -which were in use among the Jews, without 
any offence against this law, Jer. xvi. 6, 7. xli. 5. and 
other places. (See Maimon. dc Idol. cap. 13. sect. 10 — 13. 
I. Gerard. Vossius de Idol. p. 209. edit. 1. and Gierus de 
luctu Hebrseorum, cap. 10. sect. 2,3.) Huetius thinks that 
law of Solon's, which was transcribed by the Romans into 
the twelve tables, that women in mourning should not scratch 
their cheeks, had its original from this law of Moses. (De- 
monstr. Evang. propos. iv: cap. 12. n. 2.) 
. Nor print any mark upon you.] If this refer to the dead 
(as the foregoing prohibition doth), then these marks were 
made by the gentiles in their flesh, at the. funeral of their 
friends; that, by the compunction and pain they felt in their 
bodies, they might appease the infernal powers. And so 
Aben Ezra understands it: though there.be no footsteps, 
that I can find, of this, in any other author ; but it is proba- 
ble only from what goes before. There is far greater reasop 
for another exposition, that these prints were made in the 
flesh, that they who had them might be known to belong to 
such or such a god. For it was the custom of idolaters, 
saith the often named It. Levi, (Prascept. eclvii.) to devote 
themselves to their gods by notes or signs, signifying they 
were their servants (for every one knows, in future times, 
staves had marks set upon them to certify to whom they 
belonged), redeemed with their price, and stamped with their 
marks. And these marks were made wiih a hot iron, in 
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their hands, foreheads, or necks; or they were pricked with 
a needle dipped iii glastura, as ho says, which made blue 
spot? in their skin ; as the manner was among the Arabians, 
especially the Scenita3. And they expressed either the very 
name of the god, to whose service they were consecrated, 
or else, by a proper character, denoted whom they honoured : 
as a thunderbolt signified they were devoted to Jupiter ; a 
spear or helmet to Mars ; a trident to Neptune, &c. And 
these were signs (or sacraments, as we may call them) 
whereby they were solemnly addicted to their worship. 

It is possible there might bo some nations then that made 
some marks in their flesh as an ornament to them : for at 
this day tho women in Greenland do not paint their faces, 
which are very swarthy, but stigmatize them in several 
places, by drawing a needle and threads dipped in whales' 
grease through the skin, in what figure they please. Such 
■fho. Bartholinus saith he had seen; though he fancied 
they did not this as an ornament, but in token they were 
marriageable; for they that were not, had no such marks. 
(Anatom. Histor. Cent. iv. Hist. 90.) But if any such thing 
were in use in ancient times, it easily might degenerate into 
the idolatrous custom beforementioned: for nothing more 
certain than that they made such marks in honour of Mars, 
the god of battle; and that he who devoted himself to 
Hercules, received artyfiara hpa, zavrbv StSovc r<£ Secf, sacred 
marks, giving up himself to that god; as Herodotus speaks 
(lib.ji. cap. 13.) of one that fled to his temple in Egypt. 
And Lucian saith of the priests of the Syrian goddess, 
ariZovrai Se TrdWeg, &c. they were all marked ; some in their 
ivrists, others in their necks: from whence all the Assyrians 
<myfxaTt)<j>opovm, carry such brands, or marks, in their flesh. 
And so are the Jews, that were initiated in the Egyptian 
rites> said (by the author of the third book of Maccabees) 
to be stigmatized with the leaves of ivy, which were the 
insignia of Bacchus. From which ancient practice, it is 
probable, Christians have derived the custom of printing 
the Jerusalem cross upon the arms of those who go to visit 
our Saviour's sepulchre. (See Tollius in Carmina inedita 
Gregor. Nazianz. p. 160.) I shall add no more, but that 
the Jews themselves were so. inclined to receive such a 
badge as this/ that they made no scruple to print the name 
of their own God in their flesh ; as appears by that saying 
mentioned by Schickard out of the title Sopherim: " If 
any man write the name of God upon his flesh, let him 
neither wash nor anoint in that place." (See his Mishpat 
Hamelek, cap. ii. Theor. 5. and Carpzovius's Annotations 
upon it.) 

I am the Lord.] For this reason such marks were forbid- 
den, because the Israelites were peculiarly devoted to him, 
as their sovereign Lord and Benefactor (for the Syriac 
adds your God), and therefore were not to own any other 
but him, whose mark they had received in circumcision; 
which made all other absolutely unlawful. 

Ver. 29. Do not prostitute thy daughter, to cause her to be. 
a whore.'] It is scarce to be imagined that any man would 
prostitute his daughter, to be a common strumpet; though 
he might possibly overlook the lewdness to which she had 
given up herself. Therefore here, in all probability, is pro- 
hibited the exposing their daughters, as a piece of religion, 
to the. service of such filthy deities, as were worshipped in 
those days, by acts of uncleanness in their temples. For 
which purpose both men and women were .there kept as 



persons consecrated to such iSCS. Our great Selden halhr 
observed something of this in his discourse upon Succoth- 
Benoth. (See Syntagma deDiis Syris, ii. cap. 7.) 

Those are fanciful interpretations which 11. Eliezer and 
R. Akiba make of these words ; who say, a man prostitutes 
his daughter who did not get her a husband when she was 
marriageable; or married her to an old man. (Gem. San- 
hedrin, cap. 9. n. 1.) 

Lest the land fail to whoredom.] Unto which nothing- 
could contribute so much as to make whoredom a piece of. 
religion; 

And the land become full of ivickedness:] By such abomi- 
nable idolatries (as St. Peter calls them), and many other 
foul sins, particularly murders, which flowed from hence ; 
as Maimonides observes in his More Nevochim. par. iii. 
cap. 49. 

Ver. 30. Ye shall keep my sabbaths.] Not the days con- 
secrated by the gentiles to the service of their gods ; but the 
solemn days which I have appointed for the remembrance 
of my benefits. (See ver. 2.) - 

And reverence my sanctuary.] This reverence consisted 
principally in coming to it so prepared as the law required ; 
in such purity and cleanness as was there prescribed : and 
then behaving themselves there with an awful humility. 
But the better to secure this reverence, the masters in Israel 
ordained, that no man should come into the mountain of 
the house with a staff, or a sword, or a girdle with a purse, 
or with shoes on his feet; and that no man should spit 
there, nor make it a thoroughfare; nor go out of it with 
his back towards the sanctuary, but go backward leisurely 
with his face towards it, till he was out of the gate, &c. So 
Maimonides in his Beth Habbechira, cap. 7. R. Levi Bar- 
zelonita, Praecept. cexxi. and see Petrus Cunaeus, lib. ii. 
cap. 12. de Republ. Hebr. 

But tho great thing which secured the reverence due to 
the sanctuary, was, that which I mentioned at first, the 
strict purity from all legal defilements, with which they 
were to be prepared; which made it very difficult to be in 
a condition to approach it. For when there were so many 
ways of being defiled, and so much time required to make 
men clean again, and so many things, in many cases, to be 
done for that purpose, it was not possible that they should 
befit to come thither very often, without exceeding great 
care and diligence; as I observed before out of Maimo- 
nides, (par. iii. More Nevoch. cap. 47.) which very much 
tended to preserve their reverence to the sanctuary: for 
men' led by sense, as they were, make nothing of those 
places to which they may go when they please ; but those 
to which they cannot be admitted, without much solemnity, 
and only at certain times, and after great pains to fit them- 
selves for it, they are apt to have in great esteem. 

J am the Lord.] Whose majesty dwelt in that house ; 
unto which therefore nobody might approach, either for 
prayer or for sacrifice, without an awful sense of him. For 
so Maimonides explains it in the place now named ; " the 
sanctuary itself was not be reverenced, but He who com- 
manded that reverence." 

Nor did this reverence belong only to the tabernacle or 
temple, instituted by God's express command, for that cere- 
monial service, which was unlawful to be performed any 
where else (for then it might seem proper only to that cere- 
monial dispensation, and to be now vanished under the 
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gospel); but the perpetual practice of the Jewish nation 
shews, that they thought themselves obliged by this pre- 
cept to use reverence in. their synagogues, which were nei- 
ther instituted by any written precept of the law, nor for 
any ceremonial service, which, was confined to the temple, 
but for public assemblies, to hear the law read and ex- 
pounded, and to offer the prayers of the people to God ; 
for in the Psalms of Asaph (where there is the only men- 
tion we find of synagogues in the Old Testament), they are 
called, not only houses and assemblies of God, but also 
sanctuaries (as the word is here in Moses), Psal. Ixxiii. 17. 
lxxiv. 4.7, 8. lxxxiii.12. See Mr. Thorndike in his Rights 
of the Church in a Christian State, p. 213. 

Ver. 31. Regard not them.] Do not go to consult them ; 
nor follow their directions. 

Tliat have familiar spirits.] It is uncertain what is here 
meant by oboth, which we translate familiar spirits. But 
the word ob signifying a bottle, or hollow vessel, (Job xxxii. 
19.) the Jews think it probable that oboth here signifies such 
as the Greeks call 'Eyyacrpifivdoi, who had a spirit or de- 
mon speaking out of the belly, or chest, with a hollow 
voice, as if it came out of a bottle. So the woman whom 
Saul went to consult, is called baalath ob, a mistress of such 
a spirit; where, it is plain, ob signifies the spirit, or de- 
mon, (see chap. xx. 27.) and he or she that had familiarity 
with such a spirit, was properly called baal, or baalath ob, 
the : master or mistress who possessed it, and gave answers 
by it, with a voice that seemed to come out of the lower 
parts of the belly. In one place, indeed, the LXX. trans- 
late it, of Ik Trig yng (puvovvrte, (Isa. xix. 3.) Tliey that 
speak out of the earth; because the voice coming from the 
lower parts of her that was possessed, seemed to come out 
of the earth ; as Mr. Selden explains it in de Diis Syris. 

R. Levi Barzelonita saith, the manner of it was thus: 
(Prcecept. eclviii.) After certain fumes, and other cere- 
monies, a voice seemed to come from under the arm-holes 
(so he takes it, and so it is said in Sanhedrin, cap. 7. n. 7.) 
of the person that had the familiar spirit, which answered 
to the questions which were asked. For this he quotes 
Siphra. But if it came from under the arm-holes, still it 
was so low and hollow, as if it had been out of the bottom 
of the belly, or the cavities of the earth. Others imagine 
such persons had the name of oboth, because they ^vere 
swelled with the spirit, as a bladder is when it is blown. 
However it was, this continued till the times of the gospelj 
as appears from Acts xvi. 16. for she that had the spirit of 
Python was the same with an lyyaorplfivOoc, as Plutarch 
informs us. (See Casaubon and L. de Dieu on that place.) 
The famous Pythia, who delivered the oracles of Apollo, 
sat over a hole, and by her secret parts received the spirit 
which swelled her, and made her utter oracles ; as Origen 
observes, lfb.vM, contra Celsum;.and St. Chrysostom, 
Hom.xxix. in 1 Epist. ad Corinth. (See Beyerus in his 
Annot. upon Selden de Diis Syris, p. 226, &c.) 

There are those that look upon all that these authors say 
as old stories, to which no credit is to be given. But Aug. 
Eugabinus affirms, that he himself had seen such women; 
called ventriloquce (which* is the same with the .Greek 
lyyaarnifivOoi), from whom, as they sat, a voice came out of 
their secret parts, and gave answers to inquiries. And 
Ceelius Rhodoginus (lib. viii. Antiq. Lect. cap. 10.) saith, 
this is not to be entertained with laughter; for not only he 



saw such a woman, and heard a very small voice coming 
out of her belly, but innumerable other people, not only at 
Rhodigium, but in a manner through all Italy; among 
whom there were many great persons (who had her stripped 
naked, that they might be sure there was no fraud), to whom 
a voice answered unto such things as theyinquiredl Hieron. 
Oleaster also; upon Isa. xxiv. 4. saith, he saw such ah one 
at Lisbon, from under whose arm-holes, and other parts of 
her, a small voice was heard, which readily answered to 
whatever was asked. r - 

Neither seek after wizards.'] The Hebrew word jideonim, 
importing knowledge, as all confess, signifies such as we 
call cunning men; who pretended to tell what was lost, or 
what fortune people should have; and these were men (as 
far as I can judge), as the other were mostly women, who 
held intelligence with some demon; for this word seems to 
have the very same derivation in Hebrew which the other 
hath in Greek, for all say Aalfxovtg are as much as darifxovtg, 
knowers; and jideonim are as much zidjoadim, which is the 
very same, futurorum conscii,as Mr. Selden observes ; and 
so the LXX. translate it, yvuvrai, (2 Kings xxi. 7.) though 
here and chap. xx. tilt, they render it tiraotdoi, and else- 
where TtpaTo<jK67roi. This knowledge they pretended to 
obtain (as some think) by looking into the entrails of their 
sacrifices; or, as Maimonides will have it, by putting the 
bone of a certain bird, called jadud, into their mouths, with 
certain fumes and adjurations, which made them fall into 
an ecstacy, and foretell things to come. (R. Levi Barzelo- 
nita, Praecept. eclix.) And there are those who think' that 
these jideonim were such as pretended by charms to cure 
diseases, &c^ of which we can have no certainty, and it 
seems to rely only on the LXX. in this place, who, as I 

observed, translate it by a more general word in another. 

• To be defiled by them.] AVith the foulest sins. For seek- 
ing to these was a forsaking of God, and one peculiar kind 
of idolatry; and therefore they that were guilty of it were 
to be stoned (as the same R. Levi observes) if they com- 
mitted this sin knowingly, and there Avere witnesses of it. 
If there were no witnesses, then they were left to God to 
be cut ofF by his hand, (chap. xx. 6.) 

I am the Lord your God.] Unto whom you arc to seek 
for all that you desire. 

Ver. 32. Tfwu shalt rise up before the hoary head.] That 
they might accustom themselves to modesty and humility, 
(as Maimonides glosses upon this law, More Nevoch. par. 
iii. cap. 36.) for the maintenance of which the usage was, 
they say, to rise up to them,* when they were at the distance 
of four cubits; and as soon as they were gone. by, to sit 
down again; that it might appear they rose up purely in 
respect to them. To this nature directed all civilized 
people; who anciently, as Juvenal says, (Sat. xiii.) be- 
lieved this a great wickedness, to be punished with death, 
if a young man did not rise up to an old. 

" Credebant hoc grande ncfas, et morte piandum, . 
Si juvenis vetulo non assurrexerat"— : — 

And such a law there was established among the Lacede-r 
monians, rovg yipovrag a\a-)(yv£<j%o)aav ovScv rjrrov i} waripag, 
that aged persons should be reverenced no less than if they 
were their fathers. And so Plato, -rtag a\U<j%b> rhv tavrov 
TrQtafivrtpoviQyty koI tiru, let every one reverence him that is 
. elder than himself indeed and in word, (lib; ix. de Lcgibus, 
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p. 875.)whcTe he requires that a youth should honour a 
stranger that was his ancieut; and hath this memorable 
saying, KaXXwTrf&txS'cu X9*i ri i } k«Xwc SovXtvaat, &c. that 
youth should glory more in obeying well, than in ruling 
well: and first of all in obeying the laws; for this is all one 
ivith serving God; and next in giving honour to old men; 
and to those especially, who have passed their daijs .honour- 
ably and with glory. (Sco more to this purpose in Hcn- 
ricus Stephanus do Juris Civilis Font, et Rivis.) And there 
was the greater Teason for this reverence .towards, old men 
in this nation, there being nothing else, amdng them but 
age and experience that could distinguish them; for they 
were all equally noble, and equally rich; of the same pro- 
fession, and brought up in the same manner. » 

And honour the face of the old man:) Or, of the elder; 
that is, or those who are skilful in the law, as the Jews in- 
terpret it; and I see no reason to contradict it (as some 
have done), since he speaks of aged persons before. See 
Mr. Selden, lib. i. de Synedr. cap. 14. where he deduces 
this at large: and another excellent writer of our own, 
Mr. Thorndike, in his Rights of the Church in a Christian 
State, p. 214, &c. *5 For if such as taught the law had not 
been honoured before men, nobody would bare minded 
their words, nor received what they propounded, about 
things to be known or to be done;" as Maimonides's words 
are, in his More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 36. And it made 
no difference of what age he was, whether an old man or a 
young (for some elders, it appears by Daniel, were not 
aged); but the same honour wafe given to him, even by wise 
men, as R. Levi Barzelonita shews, (Prsecept cexxii.) 

And fear thy God.] This is the fountain of all virtue; 
particularly of the forementioned ; God having imprinted a 
venerable character upon those who are grown aged, espe- 
cially on such as are wise, and instruct others in virtue. 
But some of the Hebrews think that in this verse there are 
three degrees of honour enjoined to three ranks of men; 
one to the aged ; the next to the wise and learned ; and the 
third to the judges; who they imagine are here meant by 
Elohim (God) whom they are commanded to fear or re- 
verence. 

I am the Lord.] Most high above all; and therefore 
greatly to be feared. 

, Ver. 33. And if a stranger sojourn with thee in your land, 
ye shall not vex him.] Not so much as by upbraiding him 
with his being a stranger, or his having worshipped idols 
heretofore; for of such a stranger they understand this, as 
was become a proselyte to their religion. (See chap. xvii. 
8.. 12, 13. and Exod. xxii. 21.) But common humanity 
teaches every body to be kind to all manner of strangers, 
and not merely to refrain from oppressing them, or giving 
them vexation, Plato hath most excellent discourses about 
this in several places; particularly lib, v. do Legibus, 
where he shews, that God is the avenger of all wrongs done 
to strangers, morethan of those that aredone to our fellow- 
citizens : "Epj/ioc yap £>v 6 &voc kaipvv, &c. For a stranger 
being destitute of friends and kindred, is the greater object 
of pity, both of men and of ' God ; and therefore, he that can 
hurt most, should be most ready to help him, &c. (See p. 
729, 730. edit. Sefrani.) Upon Hvhich account he makes 
it lawful for a stranger to pluck any of the best fruit, as ho 
is upon his way, whether grapes, figs, or apples, &c. (lib. 
viii. p. 845 f ) And the corn being divided, as ho would 



have it, into twelve parts; aud a twelfth part divided into 
three ; he orders one of those third parts to be given to 
strangers, p. 847, 848. Tov 70? ilanrifafifoavra xprj <pi\o r 
$povua%<n,for a stranger or sojourner, ought to be com- 
forted, in a rnost friendly manner, &c. (See lib. xii. p. 
952, 953.) 

Ver. 34. But the stranger that dwelleth ttiitk thee shall 
be as one born among you.] They understand this only of 
such a stranger, who by circumcision was become a perfect 
proselyte ; whom they were to bo so far from oppressing, 
that they were to treat him as if he had been a native Jew, 
and love him as a brother. 

And thou shall love him as thyself] He had commanded 
them, (ver. 18.) to love their neighbour, i. e. an Israelite 
(they expound it), as themselves; and now he commands 
them to love a stranger with the same affection; which de- 
monstrates, they think, he was become an Israelite ; ami 
therefore was to have the sam6 privileges with themselves, 
both in all civil and sacred things. And this, no doubt, 
was true, that they were bound to treat such a proselyte 
with a tender affection, and to make no difference between 
him and an Israelite. • For he was to be admitted to eat of 
the paschal lamb, 'and of the peace-offering, and he might 
marry with an Israelite; insomuch, that Moses saith, one 
ordinance shall be for both, (Numb. xv. 15.) All the dif- 
ference I can find was, that they never admitted any 
stranger to be a member of the great Sanhedrin. But not- 
withstanding all this, I cannot think it reasonable to ex- 
clude all other strangers from their affection ; but they were 
bound to love them, and to be kind to them, though not 
to embrace them with such a strict friendship as the other. 
And, to confirm this, it may be observed, that in the fourth 
commandment, the stranger within their gate signifies, as 
they confess, not him that was a perfect proselyte, but only 
one that had renounced idolatry: and so they understand 
the word stranger in the twenty-fifth chapter of this book, 
(ver. 47.) and I see no reason why such a stranger should 
not be admitted here to have a share in their affection, who 
was become a worshipper of the true God, though he had 
not taken upon Mm to observe the whole, law. 

For ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.] This reason 
is littlo less than a demonstration, that such strangers as I 
now mentioned are comprehended in the 'foregoing precept. 
For the remembrancie of what their condition was in Egypt, 
is that whereby they afe moved to have pity on those whom 
they found among themselves in*, the. same; and they and 
the Egyptians were not of the same religion, but they found 
such kind entertainment there a long time, as they were to 
give to those who were of their religion. 

This argument indeed became stronger, when any per- 
sons were incorporated with them, and became more one 
with them than they wero with the Egyptians; but was of 
great force to procure kindness to those who did not live 
by their laws. 

lam the Lord your GodJ] Who have done so much for 
you when you were mere strangers, that you should not 
stick to bo kind to those who are in the liko condition. 

Ver, 35. Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment.] 
The Hebrews refer this word judgment to all the following 
particulars; and think that Moses uses it here to shew of 
what moment this law is, which he calls doing judgment; 
so that he who measures or weighs hath the office of a 
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judge: and if he commit any fraud in his measures or 
weights, he is a corrupter of judgment, and is called 
wicked, abominable, accursed. They are the words of 
R. Levi Barzelonita, Praecept. cclx. where he adds, that 
such men are the cause of five mischiefs, which are im- 
puted to unjust judges : " who defile the land; profane the 
name of God; remove the presence of the Divine Majesty; 
bring a sword upon the people; and at last carry them 
captive out of their own country/' And therefore great 
punishments have been enacted in all countries against 
this crime, as destructive to human society; particularly 
Justinian ordained that such offenders should be beaten 
I<rxv/owc <oc amfitlg sorely, as impious people. 

In mete-yard,] By which they measured lands, cloth, 
and such-like things; for middah (as Fosterus observes) is 
the measure of continued quantity, viz. in things dry. 

In weight.'] By which they paid and received money in 
those days; and sold brass and iron, and things of like 
nature. 

Or in measure.'] The Hebrew word mesurah (from whence 
seems to come the Latin mensura, and our English word 
measure) denotes the measure of discrete quantity (as we 
speak), as of corn; and of all continued fluid quantity, as 
of wine and oil. And the forenamed R. Levi will have it 
to signify the very least of such measures; about which, 
saith he, the law concerns itself, that men should be exact 
in them, as well as in the greatest. And so Hesychius here 
notes, that Moses provides against all injustice in small 
things, as well as in great; for what the possession of a 
field or a house is to a wealthy man, that the measure of 
wine or corn, or the weight of bread, is to the poor, who 
have daily need of such things for the support of their life. 

Ver. 36. Just balances, just tveights.] This verse only 
positively requires strict justice in those things, wherein 
the former Verse forbade all deceit. And these two words 
refer to things sold by weight. 

• A just ephah, and a just hin, shall ye have.] These two 
words, ephah and hin, comprehend all sorts of measures of 
things, whether wet or dry. And, that they might have such 
just weights and measures among them, the standard of 
them was kept in the sanctuary, by which all were to be 
governed; as appears from 1 Chron. xxiii. 29. (See Exod. 
xxx. 13.) The Jewish doctors also say, that it was a 
constitution of their wise men, for the preventing all fraud 
in these matters, that no weights, balances, or measures 
should be made of any metal, as of iron, lead, tin, &c. 
(which were obnoxious to rust, or might be bent, or easily 
impaired), but of marble, stone, or glass, which were less 
liable to be abused. 

For these constitutions Moses was so famous, that his 
name was celebrated on the account of them in other na- 
tions. Nay, Lucius Ampclius (a rude kind of writer, but 
who had collected much out of better authors) saith, that 
Mochus was the inventor of scales and weights; and that 
his memory is preserved in the constellation called Libra.' 
Now if for Mochus we read Moschos, it is the very name 
of Moses in Hebrew (viz. Moscheh), who is called so by 
other authors, as the learned Huctius observes in his De- 
monstr. Evang. propos. iv. cap. 7. n. 1G. 

I am the Lord your God, which brought you out of the 
land of Egypt.] This is the general reason for their obedi- 
ence; which is repeated in this chapter above a dozen 
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times. Sometimes more briefly, I am the Lord; and some- 
times a little larger, I am the Lord your God : and here 
with this addition, which brought you out of the land of 
Egypt. Whereby he in a special manner demonstrates him- 
self, both to be their Lord (faithful to his promise, Exod. 
vi. 3.) and their God, who obliged them to his service, by 
the most singular benefit. 

Ver. 37. Therefore shall ye observe all my statutes, and 
all my judgments, and do them.] These words, statutes 
and judgments, comprehend all the laws of God : some of 
which were prohibitions, which they were to mark and 06- 
serve diligently, so as to abstain from such things; and 
other precepts, or commands, which they were to practise, 
and do according to them. 

I am the Lord.] No more need be said to engage your 
obedience in every thing than this) that I am your sovereign, 
and the sovereign of the whole world. 



CHAP- XX. . 

Ver.l. JjLND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] Some 
time after the delivery of the laws mentioned in the two 
foregoing chapters, the chief of them were enforced with 
the addition of penalties, which are set down in this 
chapter. 

Ver. 2. Again thou shalt say to the children of Israel] 
Repeat what I said before, (chap, xviii.21.) and add this 
which follows unto it. 

Whosoever he be of the children of Israel, or of the 
stranger that sojourneth among you.] The proselytes, who 
had embraced their religion, were no less concerned in 
this law than the native Israelites:' (see chap. xvii. 8. 
10, &c.) 

That giveth any of his seed unto Moloch.] This looks 
like the prohibition before given, (chap, xviii. 21.) and R. 
Levi gives this reason of its repetition — because it was a 
piece of idolatrous worship so usual in those days, when 
the law was delivered, that there needed great endeavours 
to preserve them from it, (Praecept, ccviii.) And Maimo- 
nides also observes, (as I noted upon chap, xviii. 21.) that 
idolaters used to fright people into this worship, by telling 
them their children would die, if they did not make them 
pass through the fire, and thereby devote them to their 
gods. But upon due consideration of these words, it may 
appear probable, that there is something more in them than 
in the former; importing a higher degree of this sin. For 
to give their children to Moloch, seems to be no less than 
to offer them in sacrifices (so Christ giving himself for us, 
constantly signifies in tho New Testament), which was a 
more horrid thing than merely making them pass through 
the fire, which did them no hurt. And therefore this crime 
is here forbidden under the penalty of death ; whereas in 
the eighteenth chapter no punishment is threatened. Cer- 
tain it is, children were really burnt upon the altars of the 
ancient pagans, especially in times of great distress, when 
they hoped to pacify the anger of their gods, by offering 
to them the dearest thing they had: sec our great Selden/ 
lib. dc Diis Syris Syntagm. i. cap. 6. where he shews the 
Phoenicians offered their children to Saturn, (so Porphyrius 
expressly says, lib. i. dc Abstin.) who is said by the poets 
to have devoured his ow f n children ; and by many is thought 
D 3L 
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to be the same with Moloch. Though others take it for the 
sun, to whom it is certain human sacrifices were offered. 
Many authors make mention of it; and Eben Batrich 
thinks such sacrifices began in the days of Serug, and 
were first used among the Syrians. Which is a very pro- 
bable opinion, as Johan. Gcusius hath demonstrated, (lib. 
dq Victimis Humanis, par. i, cap. 4, 5.) And it is easy 
to conceive how, from the Syrians, this abominable prac- 
tice was derived to the Phoenicians, who worshipped the 
sun under the name of Baal, or Bel, as Herodian (lib. 
yiii.) testifies. Which doth not contradict what others say, 
that they were devoted to the worship of Hercules : for by 
him is meant the sun also, as his very name imports, viz. 
Or-col, which in that language signifies as much as him 
that illuminates all things. From the Phoenicians this wor- 
ship^ of offering human sacrifices was propagated to the 
Carthaginians, and pther people of Africa, among whom 
this impious idolatry continued till the time of Hannibal; 
as Bochartus gathers out of Silius Italicus: (lib. iv.) 

"Mos fuit in populis quos condidit advena Dido, 
Posccre crede Deos veniam, ac flagrantibus aris, 
; Infandum dictu, parvos imponere natos." 

Who says, the Carthaginians were wont to appease their 
gods, by burning their children on their altars : and then 
follows (after the words now mentioned) the lamentation 
of Imilce the wife of Hannibal, whose son was, by lot, to 
be sacrificed, (lib. i. Canaan, cap. 28.) And this wicked 
custom continues still to this day, among some of the 
people in the southern parts of Africa, as good authors 
affirm; it having spread itself all over the world (as appears 
by the discoveries that have been made in America), even 
into the northern countries of Scythia. But I shall con- 
tent myself with observing only what the Scripture saith 
concerning a people in the east, called Sepharvites, who 
" burnt their children in the fire to Adramelech," 2 Kings 
xvii. 31. which god seems to have been the same with 
Moloch, here mentioned by Moses; only with the addition 
of an epithet, signifying their opinion of him: for adra is 
as much as potent, or mighty; and therefore Melech signify- 
ing a king, Adramelech is in our language mighty king. 
Now, that the children of Israel, notwithstanding this se- 
vere prohibition against it, imitated this barbarous wor- 
ship, is evident from 2 Kings xxiii. 10. Jer. vii. 31. xix. 5. 
Psal. cvi. 37, 38. and we may very well think the prophet 
Micah also alludes to it, chap. vi. 7. as Isaiah, Ivii. 5, 6. and 
Ezekiel, xvi. 20, 21. 36. xxiii. 37. 39. likewise do. 

The" manner of sacrificing their children, and the figure 
of the idol to which they offered, are described by! many, 
according to the Jewish notion; particularly by Paulus Fa- 
gius out of Jalkut: who makes it a hollow image, having 
seven apartments in. it (according to the number, I sup- 
pose, of the. seven planets), into one of which, viz. the 
lowest, the infant was thrown when it was red hot; as flour, 
a turtle-dove, a sheep, &c. were into the rest. We can 
have no certainty of this; but such kind of statues were 
found in the West Indies when they were discovered, as 
Ludovicns Vives observes in lib. vi. cap. 19. de Civitate Dei. 
And Diodorus Siculus, in his Bibliothcca, lib. xx. describes 
the statue of Saturn among the Carthaginians, as stretch- 
ing forth its hands down towards the earth; so that the 
child which was put into it might roll and fall, dc, rb 



X^fxa irXijpts irvpbg, into a gulf, full of fire. Benjamin Tu- 
dclcnsis in his travels (a!bout five hundred years ago) 
affirms, that, in some islands in the east, the worshippers 
of fire were wont to leap into it, in performance of some 
solemn vow, and were counted by all to be happy men. 
Which I mention here, because he says these fires were 
kindled in a valley, as those among the Jews were in the 
valley of Hinnom, (p. 108, 109.) 

He shall surely be put to death.] Sufficient proof being 
made of the fact, (Deut. xvii. 6.) 

The people of the land shall stone him with stones.] Which 
was the proper punishment in this, and in some other cases; 
particularly adultcry,(ver.lO.) and blasphcmy,(chap. xxiv. 
14, &c.) The manner of it is described out of a Hebrew 
MS. (Ez Hechajim.) by J. Wagcnseil, upon Sota, cap. 3. 
to have been thus: he that was to be punished with 
stoning was stripped naked, having only a covering before, 
and set upon a high place, attended by the witnesses 
against him, his hands being bound : one of the witnesses 
giving him a strong push, threw him down headlong from 
thence. If this fall killed him, there was an end; but if 
life remained in him, the witnesses took up a stone, which 
was laid there on purpose, as big as two men could lift, 
and threw it upon him; and before he quite expired, all 
the people that stood by threw stones at him, according to 
the law, (Deut. xvii. 7.) A woman w r as only stripped to 
her shift. 

Ver. 3. And Iwillset my face against that man, and will 
cut him off from among his people.] In case, that is, there 
was not sufficient proof against him, God threatens that he 
himself would take care to punish him, by cutting him off 
from the land of the living. R. Bechai, and others, ob- 
serve, that this cutting off is threefold in the law: one is, 
the cutting off the body, i.e. shortening men's lives; which 
is threatened to six sins in Scripture. The second is, the 
excision of 'the soul only; which is threatened by Moses 
six-and-twenty times, and particularly to incestuous mar- 
riages* The third is, excision both of soul and body; 
which is threatened to fifteen sins; among which they 
reckon this, of giving their children to Moloch: (seeSelden, 
lib. vii. de Jure N. et G. sec. Heb. cap. 9. p. 828, 829, &c.) 

To defile my sanctuary.] By this sin God's sanctuary was 
defiled, as well as his holy name profaned, because they 
sacrificed to Moloch in other places, despising the taber- 
nacle, which was the only place appointed by God where 
Divine service was to be performed. And therein consisted 
part of the honour and, reverence which God required to 
his sanctuary, (chap. xix. 30.) that it should, be looked 
upon as the only place where acceptable sacrifices could 
be offered to him. And therefore, then it was dishonoured 
and defiled, when they offered sacrifice in any other place, 
as they did, in aftertimes, to Moloch in the valley of Hin- 
nom, as I observed before, 2 Kings xxiii. 10. Where they 
built high places to Baal (which is another name for the 
sun), on purpose that they might offer their children upon 
them, (Jer. xx. 5, 6. xxxii. 35.) This was a plain contempt 
of God, and of his sanctuary, which they forsook, as if it 
had not been a holy, but a defiled place. Otherwise they 
would have kept to it, and offered no where else, nor after 
any other manner than according to the rites thereof. 

And , to profane my holy name.] By giving the name o( 
God and his honour to such an abominable idol. 
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Ver. 4. If the people of the land.'] In. that- part of the 
country where this crime was committed. 

Do any way hide their eyes from the man, when he giveth. 
of his seed unto Moloch, and kill him not.] If they connived: 
at what he did, and dissembled their knowledge of it; or 
would not speak the whole truth, and endeavour to convict 
him of this foul crime, that he might be stoned. 

Ver. 5. Then will I set my face against that man, and 
against his family.'] As the idolater was liable to this pu- 
nishment from the hand of Heaven, (see ver. 3.) so they 
that favoured him, and would not testify against him when 
they knew him guilty, fell under God's high displeasure 
(which is meant by setting his face against them), and so 
did all their children, whom God threatens to destroy. He 
speaks, indeed, in the singular number, because commonly, 
in such cases, there was some one person by whose au- 
thority others were persuaded to wink at such offences, and 
not to discover what they knew of them. But all such men 
are threatened with the Divine vengeance in the next 
words. 

And will cut him off, and all that go a whoring after him, 
&c •] :That is, all others, who, following his example, favour 
such idolaters, and protect them from punishment. For 
every one knows that idolatry is called by the name of 
whoredom in Scripture; because God having espoused the 
Israelites to himself, as his peculiar people, their forsaking 
him, to serve other gods, was a spiritual adultery. > 

To commit whoredom with Moloch.] u e. To worship him ■ 
as their god. 

Ver. G. And the soul.] i. e. The person, t 

That turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after 
wizards.] Who they were that pretended to have familiar 
spirits, or were tvizards, see chap, xix.31. where they are 
commanded not to regard them; and here, if any did con- 
sult them (which is called turning after them), cutting off 
is threatened to them; that is, shortening their days : for 
such persons are reckoned by the Jews as the chief of 
those six sorts of sinners, who were liable to the first kind 
of excision, which I mentioned ver. 3. As for the man 
himself who had a familiar spirit, or was a wizard, he was 
to be stoned, if he was discovered and convicted, (ver. 27.) 
And so they observe in Sanhedrin, cap. 7. n. 7. 

To go a whoring after them.] It was a kind of idolatry to 
seek to such people for advice or relief; being a forsaking 
of God, and putting confidence in them. Though some- 
times to go a whoring, signifies the commission of any 
grievous sin, which idolatry usually led men unto; as Mr. 
Selden hath noted, lib. iii. de Uxore Hebr. cap. 23. 

There is some reason to think, there was something ma- 
gicalin the oblation of their children to Moloch; and that 
thereby they consulted with demons about things future or 
secret; because such superstitions are here immediately 
forbidden, after the prohibition of giving their children to 
Moloch; and because they arc frequently joined together 
in other places, as in Deut. xviii. 10, 11. 2 Kings xvii. 17. 
and xxi. G. Certain it is, that in aftertimes they did sacri- 
fice children, \m\p /jLavrucric, that they might divine, by look- 
ing into their bowels; as Joh. Geusius hath shewn out of 
Porphyrins, Philostratus, Herodotus, and others, lib. de 
Victiinis Humanis, par. i. cap. 17. ... - 

I will even set my face against that soul, &c] See ver. 
3. 5. 



Ver. 7. Sanctify yourselves therefore?] Worship there- 
fore God alone ; to whose service you are set apart. 

Andbeyeholy.] Keep yourselves free from all idolatry 1 
(See chap. xi. 44.) 

lam the Lord your God.] See chap. xix. 2, 3. ID, &c. 

Ver. 8. And ye shall keep my statutes, and do them.] Be 
governed by these laws, and not by the customs of other 
people: - 

I am the Lord ivhich sanctified you.] Separated you to 
myself from all other people, by peculiar laws which I have 
given you. 

Ver. 9. For every one.] Or, if any one; the particle we 
translate for* signifying frequently with, or if. 
r That curseth his father or mother.] Reproacheth them 
with imprecations. 

Shall surely be put to death.] i. e. Be stoned. And it 
made no difference, whether he cursed them when they were 
alive, or after their-death, as R.Levi Barzelonita says, the 
rule of their doctors was ; yet they * resolve, that, unless he 
cursed them by some proper name of God, he was not lia-' 
ble to be put to death, but only to be scourged, (Preecept. 
eclxi.) See Exod. xxi. 17. 

His blood shall be upon him.] When the law only saith, 
a' man shall die the -death,- the' Jews understand it 'of 
strangling; which was the easiest punishment among 
them. For where there was not an express mention of the 
kind of death, they thought the most favourable was to be 
inflicted. But when the law adds, his blood shall be upon 
him, they say, it is meant of stoning: and the meaning of 
this phrase is, he shall perish by his otvn fault ;■ and there- 
fore his blood, that is, his death, shall not be vindicated: 
The blood of one that was slain, being innocent, was upon 
the murderer, and therefore avenged ; but he that was put 
to death for his crimes, had his blood upon himself, and no- 
body was to bear it, the executioner himself being not 
guilty of blood. 

Ver. 10. And the man that committeth adultery with an- 
other man's wife, &c] By the ancient law of Draco and 
Solon, the husband of the adulteress, if he found them in 
the fact, might kill them both; or put out their eyes, or 
stigmatize them ; or make the adulterer pay a fine, if he 
had a mind to spare his life. See Mcursius in his Themis 
Attica, lib. i. cap. 4, 5. and the Leges Atticse, set forth by 
Pctitus, lib. vi. tit. 4. where it appears, that it was in- 
famous for the husband to live with his wife after she had 
committed adultery; and that it was unlawful for her to 
enter into the public temples, or go dressed in the streets." 
If she did, any body might tear off her clothes, and beat 
her, only not kill her. (See S.Petiti Comment, p. 460, &c.) 

The adulterer and adulteress shallsurely be put to death.] 
It is not left to the husband's liberty, by this law, whether 
he would spare 4heir lives or not; but the fact being 
proved, they were both to die for it: only it is not said 
here what kind of death they should suffer; nor was the 
same kind of death inflicted- upon all that were guilty 
of this crime; for, if the daughter of a priest played the 
adulteress, she. was- to be burnt, (chap. xxi. 9.) and the 
adulterer to be strangled, as the Jews understand it. If a 
man lay with a virgin espoused- to another man, but not 
yet married, they were both to be stoned, by the express 
words of the law, (Deut. xxii. 23.) But adultery with a 
married woman, if wo may: credit the Jewish doctors, was 
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punished with strangling. (SeeSelden,lib;iii. Uxor. Hcbr. 
cap. 2.) For when we meet with this phrase, they shall 
surely die, it is always meant of death by tho sentence of 
the house of judgment (as they speak), and if the law add 
no more, they resolve it to be by strangling. If these words 
be added, their blood shall be upon them, then, they say, 
they were to be stoned. This I observed before; and 
shall add now, that strangling, as they describe it, was not 
such a punishment as our hanging men by the neck; but 
the criminal being stuck up to the knees in dung, they tied 
a napkin about his neck, and drawing it hard at both ends, 
choked him. There was such a thing as hanging men on a 
gallows (as we speak), but it was after they were dead, and 
only such as had been stoned ; and not all of them neither, 
but such alone as had been stoned for blasphemy or idola- 
try. (See Joh. Carpzovius upon Schickard's Jus Regium, 
cap. 4. Theor. xiv.) 

Tho greatest thing that can be objected against this ac- 
count of the punishment of adultery, is that which St, 
John tells us the Jews said concerning the woman taken in 
the very act of it, " Moses in the law commanded us, that 
such should be stoned/' (John viii. 5.) But it maybe an- 
swered, that this woman was espoused only, and not yet 
married ; and so, by the law, as I observed before, was to 
be stoned, (Deut. xxii. 23, 24.) If this seem absurd, that 
the adultery of one espoused should be accounted a greater 
crime than of one married (for stoning was a heavier pu- 
nishment than strangling), it ought to be considered, that 
the love of those who were newly espoused, was com- 
monly more fervent than theirs who were married, espe- 
cially among the Jews, who for light causes were wont to 
be divorced from their wives ; and therefore no wonder if 
the adultery of the former was judged a greater crime than 
of the latter. 

Ver. 11. And the man that lieth with his father s wife, 
&c] This was condemned before as a heinous sin, (chap, 
xviii. 8.) and now the penalty of death is inflicted upon 
the offenders. 

Their blood shall be upon them.'] All the Hebrew doctors 
agree, that wheresoever we meet with this phrase, it is meant 
of stoning, as I before observed, 

Ver. 12. If a man lie with his daughter-in-law, both of 
them shall surely be put to death.] This was forbidden, 
chap, xviii. 15. and the same penalty is here enacted as 
against the former crime. 

They have wrought confusion.] By perverting the order 
which God hath appointed, and making great disturbance in 
the family, &c It is the same word that is used for a more 
foul sin, (chap, xviii. 23.) and therefore shews this to be an 
abominable mixture. 

Ver. 13. If a man also lie with mankind, &c] This also 
was condemned before, (chap, xviii. 22.) but the penalty 
not declared till now. 

They shall surely be put to death, &c] By stoning; unless 
one of them was under a force, and then that law took 
place which we find Deut. xxii. 25, 2G. 
, Ver. 14. And if a man take a ivife and her mother, it is 
wickedness!] See chap, xviii. 17. 

They shall be burnt with fire.] Which was a higher pu- 
nishment than stoning, as that was higher than strangling. 
R. Levi Barzelonita (Proccept. cexxiv.) describes the 
manner of it to have been thus : they set the malefactor in 



dung up to the knees, and then tied a cloth about his neck, 
which was drawn by the two witnesses, till they mado his 
mouth gape; into which they poured hot melted lead down 
his throat, which burnt his bowels. And thus the rest of 
the Talmudists expound it : but I see no good authority 
they have for it, the word for burning being the same that 
is used, when mention is made of burning with fire and fag- 
gots, as we speak. And 11. Eliezer ben Zadoc saith, he 
saw a priest's daughter thus burnt for fornication. But the 
doctors commonly say, the judges were ignorant of the 
law; or, that they wero Sadducees who then had got into 
the seat of judgment, who followed the very letter of the 
Scripture. 

Both he and they.] That is, both the mother and daugh- 
ter, if the mother were consenting to it. Otherwise, only the 
woman that offended. From whence the Karaites formed 
this rule, " after the same manner that men were obliged 
by a precept in Scripture, the women were obliged also/' 
(Selden.lib. Uxor. Hebr. cap. 5.) 

That there benoivickedness among you.] That others may 
be deterred from the commission of such enormous crimes : 
for the Hebrew word imports more than ordinary wicked- 
ness. (See chap, xviii. 17.) 

Ver. 15. And if a man lie with a beast, he shall surely be 
put to death.'] See chap, xviii. 23. This death was by 
stoning, as appears from the next verse. 

And ye shall slay the beast.] Just as they were to destroy, 
not only the inhabitants of an apostate city, but their cattle 
also, &c. (Deut. xiii. 15, 16.) to terrify others from com- 
mitting the like sin; and, as the Talmudists observe, that 
there might be no memorial left of so foul a crime, by men's 
pointing at the beast, and saying, There goes the beast 
that such a man lay with. They might have added, to pre- 
vent monstrous births, (See Selden, lib. i. de Jure Nat. et 
Gent. cap. 4.) Maimonides gives a good reason, why a 
beast that killed a man should be slain; as a punishment 
to the owner, for looking no better after it; but his appli- 
cation of it to this matter seems impertinent, (More Ne- 
voch. par. iii. cap. 40.) Bochartus's gloss is far better; the 
beast was killed as an instrument in the crime, just as a 
forger of deeds is hanged with his pen and counterfeit 
seals; and a conjurer with his magical books and charac- 
ters. And this also is useful for an example, though not 
to other beasts, yet to men ; whose concern it is to consi- 
der, that if beasts were not spared, who were not capable 
of sinning, what would become of them who committed such 
crimes against the known law of God, and the impressions 
of nature itself? (Hierozoicon,par. i.lib". ii. cap. 16.) 

Ver. 1G. Their blood shall be upon them.] This relates to 
the man and the woman (mentioned in these two verses), 
who committed this foul crime ; for a beast is not capable 
of punishment. But, as the canon law speaks, "Pecora 
inde credendum est jussa interfici, quia tali flagUio conta- 
minata refricant facti memoriam;" it is to be believed, 
that the beasts which were polluted with such a flagitious 
wickedness, were therefore commanded to be slain, because 
they rubbed tip the memory of the fact : which is the very 
reason given of it in the Mischna, Tit. Sanhedrin, cap. 7. 
n. 4. And so R. Solomon: " the beast was killed, lest it 
should be said, There is the beast for which such a woman 
was put to death." 

Ver. 17, If a man shall take his sister, &c.] Whether she 
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was his sister by the whole blood (as we speak), or by half 
blood only, by the father's side or mother's, he was not 
permitted to marry her by the law mentioned, chap, xviii. 9. 

And see her nakedness.] It is the same with uncovering 
her nakedness to lie jvith her; as it is there expressed, and 
here in the end of the verse (he hath uncovered his sister's 
nakedness), the sense of seeing being pntfor that of touch- 
ing, or any other, in this language. 

It is a wicked thing.] A flagitious, or nefarious wicked- 
ness, as the Vulgar expresses it. But the Hebrew word 
chesed signifying sometimes in the prophetical language 
mercy and indulgence; the Talmudists take these words, as 
if they came in by a parenthesis, to obviate an objection 
which might be made, that Cain and Abel married their 
sisters. True, saith Moses, that was by an indulgence in 
the beginning, arising from the necessity of things, when 
there were none but brothers and sisters in the world. But 
now they shall be cut off in the sight of their people, w r ho 
marry such near relations. So the Gemara Hicrosol. ad 
Tit. Sanhedrin. (Sec Selden, lib. v. dc Jure Nat. et Gent, 
cap. 8. p. 581.) And so the Chaldee paraphrase, ascribed 
to Jonathan, whose words are these: " It is a filthy thing; 
but I used an indulgence to the first men by whom the 
world was to be propagated, until mankind was sufficiently 
multiplied: after that, whosoever doth any such thing, let 
him be cut off," &c. 

And they shall be cut off in the sight of their people.] Pub- 
licly put to death : (see ver. 10.) 

He shall bear his iniquity.] i. e. The punishment of it, 
(chap. v. 1.) 

Ver. 18. And if a man shall lie with a woman, having 
her sickness, &c] Here the sentence of death is pronounced 
upon them; whereas; in chap. xv. 24. it is only said, the 
man should be unclean seven days. Therefore many think 
in that place he speaks of doing this ignorantly, and here 
of doing it knowingly. But if the man might be ignorant 
of the condition she was in, the woman herself could scarce 
be so : and, therefore, others think, when the fact was alto- 
gether private, they only incurred a legal impurity for a 
certain season ; but when it was publicly known, and proof 
made of it before a judge, it was a capital crime, because 
it was done in contempt and despite of the law; otherwise, 
it could not have been so publicly known as to be legally 
proved. Whether this law oblige in the state of Christ- 
ianity, is at large discussed by Bishop Taylor (not to men- 
tion other writers abroad), in his Ductor Dubitant. book ii. 
chap. 2. rule iii. n. 8. and book iii. chap. 2. rule ii. n. 3, &,c. 

Ver. 19. And thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy 
mothers sister, &c] See chap, "xviii. 12, 13. 

They sliall bear their iniquity.] It not being said, they 
shall die, or be cut off (as in the former cases), it hath made 
some conclude this sin, being not of so high a nature as 
the foregoing, was punished only as those that follow, 
(ver. 20, 21.) where they that committed them arc threatened 
to die childless. 

Ver. 20. If a man shall lie with his uncle's wife, &c.J Sec 
chap, xviii. 14. 

They shall die childless.] This is understood by some as 
if Moses meant they should be put to death, before they 
could have any fruit of such a conjunction. But most 
think he only means, that cither they should have no 
Children; or that their children should not live, but die be- 



fore their parents; or be looked upon as a spurious issue, 
and not inherit their estate; which is the sense St. Austin 
puts ypon these words. And Procopius Gazacus also 
mentions it; and says this was the Roman law about all in* 
cestuous marriages; " Semen eorum non rccensebitur inter 
liberos;" such issue shallnot be reckoned among their children. 

Ver. 21. And if a man shall take Ms brother's wife, &c] 
See chap, xviii. 16. 

They shall be childless.] See ver. 20. 

Ver. 22. Ye shall therefore keep all my statutes, and all 
my judgments, &c.] Particularly these concerning the fore- 
going matters. (See chap, xviii. 4, 5.) 

That the land, whither I bring you to dwell therein, speio 
you not out.] As it did the former inhabitants. (See chap. 
xviii. 25. 28.) 

Ver. 23. And ye shall not walk in the manners of the na- 
tion which least out before you.] viz. Of the Amoritcs, as 
the Hebrews rightly expound it; for they were the prin^ 
cipal nation in Canaan, and extremely given to idolatry. 
R. Levi Barzelonita extends this to all their customs, in 
cutting their hair, .and such like, (Proecept. eclxii.) but it 
seems here particularly to relate to their marriages and 
idolatry. (See chap, xviii. 3.) 

For they committed all these things.] These words shew 
that the foregoing have particular respect to their abo- 
minable marriages and idolatry. 

Therefore I abhorred them.] So as to cast them out of 
their country, (chap, xviii. 25.) Onkelos translates it, my 
Word [Memri] abominated them. Which is a plain intima- 
tion of a notion they had in ancient times of more persona 
than one in the Deity; and particularly here denotes him 
whom St. John calls the Word. Vox Memri (Word) plainly 
signifies a person in this place; and a person of the same 
essence with Jehovah. . 

Ver. 24. But I have said, unto you.] Made you a pro- 
mise. 

Ye shall inherit their land, and I will give it unto you to 
possess it, &c] For he promised to expel the former in- 
habitants of that country, to make room for them. (See 
Exod. iii. 8. 17. xxiii. 27, 28. xxxiii. 3.) 

I am the Lord your God, which have separated you from 
other people.] This may refer either to what goes before, 
that they should not live like other nations, because he had, 
by peculiar laws, as well as by signal deliverances, distin- 
guished them from all the people of the earth; or to what 
follows, that he had made such a difference between them, 
and other people, that in their very diet they should not 
agree with them, much less in the forenamed impurities. 
For, that the difference of meats was instituted, to keep 
them from familiar conversation with their idolatrous 
neighbours, is very evident (as I before observed), and the 
gentiles themselves took notice of it, and looked upon 
them as unsociable people upon this very account. Jo- 
scphus often mentions this objection against them. And 
Euphrates complains, (in Philostratus dc vita Apolon. Lib. 
cap. 2.) " That of old they separated not only from the 
Romans, but from all mankind: for they had invented j3fov 
auiKrov a manner of living that would not let them mix with 
other people, cither at a common table, or in their prayers 
or sacrifices." 

Ver. 25. Ye shall therefore put difference between clean 
beasts and unclean, &c] According to tho prescriptions in 
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the eleventh chapter, which are here briefly repeated, to 
enforce the observation of the foregoing precepts against 
such incestuous marriages as other nations allowed; their 
law not permitting them so much as to cat such meat as 
those nations did; but to account many things, which they 
freely used, unclean and abominable. 

Ye shall not make yourselves abominable, &c] See chap. 
xi. 43. 

Which I have separated from yon, as unclean.] Forbid- 
den you to eat; and thereby separated you from all other 
people. Which had this intention in it (among others 
already mentioned), that this nation, from whom the Mes- 
siah was to spring, might be kept pure and sincere; free 
from all mixture with strange people; unto which nothing 
contributed more efficaciously (as an excellent person hath 
observed) than the difference of meat, w r hich made it riot 
easy for them to contract acquaintance, much less friend- 
ship, with other nations. And truly, unless the people 
from whom the Messiah was to come, had been kept se- 
parate from all other nations, cither all hope of him would 
have been lost, or many in every country, to the great hurt 
and destruction of mankind, would have pretended to be 
the person: whereas, by keeping them a" people distinct 
by themselves, it came to pass that all countries there- 
abouts were filled with a report, that the Lord of the world 
should come out of Judea: see Joh. Wagenseil. Confut. 
Carm. Lipman. p. 554, &c. 

Ver. 26. And ye shall be holy unto me, for I the Lord 
am holy.] See chap. xi. 44. xix. 2. and ver. 7. of this 
chapter. * 

. And have severed you from other people, that ye should 
be mine J] The very difference of meats which they used, 
was a token that God had separated them from .other 
people, to be subject to such rites and laws as he ordained: 
and hereby also. they were so. severed from others, as to be 
kept from the most familiar conversation with them (which 
is at meals), and thereby they were preserved from the 
danger of being'seduced to the worship of strange gods. 

Ver. 27. A man also, or a iuoman f that hath a familiar 
spirit, or that is a wizard, &c] Theconsulting such per- 
sons is forbidden, chap. xix. 31. and the penalty added 
yer. G. of this chapter: and here the persons themselves 
who were proved to have a familiar spirit, or to be a 
wizard (what they are, see there), are condemned to the 
heaviest punishment; which was by being stoned to death. 
For which severity Maimonides gives this reason: "Be- 
cause it is the very scope of the whole law to root out idol- 
atry, and abolish the very name of it. And therefore God 
ordered magicians to be stoned, because, without doubt, 
they are idolaters ; though in a manner peculiar and differ- 
ent from the vulgar. " And the greater part of such evil 
arts being practised by women, (which is the ground, he 
thinks, of that law, Exod. xii. 18.) towards whom men arc 
naturally pitiful: therefore Moses saith in this place,, A 
man also, or woman, that hath a familiar spirit, &c. like to 
which we find in no precept, not about the profanation of 
the sabbath; but in this case it was necessary expressly to 
mention tvomen as well as men; because of men's natural 
tenderness and clemency towards women." Thus he, More 
Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 37. Procopius Gazacus's gloss on 
these words is very pious, but something fanciful; ** He 
that is hardened like a stone to virtue, deserves to be 



stoned. For magic commits murders, digs up sepulchres, 
disturbs the souls of men. For magicians, arc men who 
corrupt human nature." 



CHAP. XXI. 

Ver. 1. JX.ND the Lord said unto Moses; Speak unto the 
priests.] This law about the priests, perhaps, follows that 
last mentioned (ver. 27- of the foregoing chapter), to shew 
unto whom they should resort, and of whom they should 
inquire, viz. of the priests; who should always be ready 
for any priestly office, and for common conversation. 

The sons of Aaron J] His daughters were not concerned 
in the following prohibitions; because they had nothing to 
do in offering sacrifices; as Maimonides observes, More 
Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 47. 

There shall none be defiled for the dead.] By touching the 
dead body, or coming (as the Hebrews say) within four 
cubits of it, or entering into the house where it lay (though 
it were to take care of the funeral), or by following the corpse 
to the grave, or making any mourning for the dead : because 
by these things they were legally polluted for no less than 
seven days, (Numb. xix. 11.14.) and, consequently, unfit 
for the service of God, and for conversation with their 
neighbours; who had the greater reverence also for them, 
when they saw their dignity to be so great, that they were 
not permitted to perform such offices as others were obliged 
unto. For this, no doubt, was intended very much to put 
an honour upon the priesthood: as it was also in- other 
nations, particularly among the Romans, who would not 
have their Pohtifex to look upon a funeral, as Bochart ob- 
serves out of Seneca, (Hieroz. par. i. lib. iii. cap. 4.) and 
the Flamen Dialis might not go into the place where the 
coffin was. For which reason, as Servius tells us, (ad lib. iii. 
iEneid.) they "ordered a bough of a cypress-tree to be stuck 
at the door of the house where a dead body lay, that the 
high-priest might not ignorantly go into it. It appears 
also by Plato, that it was thus likewise among the Greeks. 
For he would have the priests, of both sexes, to accom- 
pany one that had discharged the office of a censor well, 
unto his grave when he was buried, as unto a pure funeral 
(o>c tcaOaptvovTi r(£ ra^y ?7r£<T&ai); but for this, he says, they 
must ask leave of Apollo, (lib. xii. de Legibus, p. 947.) 
See Porphyrins de Abstin. lib. ii. sect 50. 
. Among his people.] The Jews are so critical, as, from the 
word beammo,' among his people, to gather, that if a man 
did not die among his people, but in a strange country, 
where there was nobody to take care of his funeral, "and 
see him buried, a priest might do it himself, rather than his 
body should lie above ground. 

'Ver. 2. But for his kin that is near unto him.] Here is an 
exception to the general rule; because it would have been 
very hard to restrain natural affection from carrying them 
to their parents, and children, and brethren, and sisters, 
when they died. Which cases would not often happen, as 
Maimonides observes in the place before alleged; and 
they are particularly named, that there might be no mis- 
take, nor any colour to extend this indulgence to relations 
more remote. 

t For his mother, and his father, and for his son, and for 
his daughter, and for his brother.] If any have a mind to 
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know the rabbinical reasons, why the mother is here put 
before the father, and ver. 31. the father before the mother, 
with such-like things, he niay consult Simeon de Muis in 
his Varia Sacra, p. 356, &c. 

: Ver. 3. And for his sister a virgin.'] I see no reason why 
it should be restrained to his whole sister, both by father's 
and mother's side (as some of the Hebrew doctors would 
have it); for, that his half-sister, by either of them, was 
nigh unto him (as it here follows), it appears by the law 
about incestuous marriages, (chap, xviii. 9.) 

Which hath had no husband.'] To take care of her fu- 
neral, which her brother therefore, though a priest, might. 
It is commonly observed, that there is no mention here of 
his wife. But Maimonides, with great reason, thinks it 
was lawful for him to mourn for her; but it was needless 
to mention her, who, by the law of God, was dearer to him 
than father or mother. And there is this argument for it: 
that Ezekiel, who was a priest, is forbidden, by a special 
command, to mourn for his wife, which otherwise he would 
have done, (ch. xxiv. 16, &c.) 

Vcr. 4. But he shall not defile himself being a chief man 
among his people.'] But though he might defile himself for 
such very near relations, yet he might not for the greatest 
man in the nation, who was not so near of kin to him. 
This seems to me to be the easiest and the most natural 
sense of this verse, by adding the particle lamed (which in 
the two foregoing verses is put before mother, father, son, 
daughter, brother, and sister) to Baalyi.e. chief man (as we 
translate it); nothing being more usual than to omit such a 
particle, which yet must be understood when it hath been 
often before mentioned. And thus the Vulgar Latin under- 
stands it; and the sense is the same, if we take it as our 
translation seems to intend it : But he shall not defile him- 
self (for any other), being a chief man, &c. As for the mar- 
ginal translation, I can see no ground for it : and there 
must be a greater supplement, by adding for his wife; 
which one cannot well think is here forbidden, as I ob- 
served on the foregoing verse. They also who translate 
it, a chief rider shall not defile himself, &c. have still less 
reason, the whole discourse in this place being concerning 
the priests. 

To profane himself] He himself, in sacred offices, being 
the greatest person, would have been profaned, i. e. ren- 
dered a common man, if he had mourned for any butthose 
whom nature had very closely linked him unto. 

Vcr. 5. They shall not make baldness upon their head, 
neither shall they shave off the corners of their beard, nor 
make any cuttings in their flesh.] Though they were allowed 
to mourn for some persons, yet for none after this manner : 
that is, according to the custom of certain places in Chal- 
dca, as Aben Ezra glosses upon these words. And he 
might have added also, of the Egyptians ; among whose 
ceremonies we find this in aftertimes, and it is likely it 
had been very ancient. For Jul. Firmicus tells us, in the 
heginning of his book, that in their annual lamentations of 
Osiris, they wctc wont " to shave their heads, that they, 
might bewail the miserable misfortune of their king, by 
depriving themselves of the ornament of hair," &c And 
he adds, that they did tear their flesh, and cut open the scars 
of their old wounds, &c. where Johan.Wouver observes the 
same out of several other authors. And Plutarch, in his 
book of Superstition, saith, they generally used in mourning 



to be shaven ; whereas the Hebrews let their hair grow : 
(see chap. x. 6. xix. 27.) 

Ver. 6. They shall be holy unto their God.] Attend to 
their office, unto which they are peculiarly consecrated ; 
and not, without great necessity, be at any time unfitted 
for it. u; d .„ 

And not prof ane the name of their God.] By doing as the 
common people did; or rendering themselves incapable 
to minister unto the Lord ; as they were when they were 
any way defiled. 

For the offering of the Lord made by fire.] They attend 
upon his altar, where the burnt-offerings, peace-ofFerings, 
and all the rest were offered. . . 

And the bread of their God y do they offer.]The word and 
is not in the Hebrew, and the sense will be clearer if it be 
left out: the offering of the Lord made by fire, being called 
the bread of their God, i. e. his meat, or food. . For the 
altar was his table; and what was burnt thereon was in the 
nature of his provision : which in the Scripture language 
is comprehended under the name of bread. So Solomon 
Jarchi saith, whatsoever may be eaten is called bread, (ses 
chap. Hi. 11.) Thus/n«7is called bread, Jer. xi. 19. and 
milk, Prov. xxvii. 27. and honey, 1 Sam. xiv. 28. And 
therefore no wonder the sacrifices are here. called by that 
name, and by Malachi his meat or food, (chap. Hi. 12.) 
Which phrase is used, as the author of Sepher v Cosri well 
observes, to keep up the notion that God dwelt gloriously, 
aridkepthouse among them, (par. ii. cap. 26.) 

Ver. 7. TJiey shall not take a wife that is a whore.'] AH 
incestuous marriages were as much forbidden priests as 
any other men. But besides, here are three sorts of per- 
sons whom it was unlawful for a common priest to marry, 
though there was ho kindred between them. The first is a 
whore/ whereby the Hebrew doctors understand, not only 
one that was a common prostitute, but one that was not an 
Israelite, or an Israelitish woman, with whom a man, had 
lain, whom it was unlawful for her to marry. Which com- 
prehends not only all such as are forbidden in the eighteenth 
chapter of this book; but those also in Deut. xxiii. 2, 3. 
(See Selden de Successionibus, lib.ii. cap. 2. et.3. and 
Uxor. Ilebraica, lib. i. cap. 7. lib. iii. cap. 23.) 

Or profane.] A woman was accounted so (as he shews 
in the same place) who was either descended from such a 
person, as is beforementioned; or who was born of such a 
conjunction, as is here forbidden to a priest. And there 
are those who think it may be understood of one that had 
been consecrated to a false deity ; whom she served with 
the use of her body, which she exposed to the worshippers 
of that deity: who, though she afterwards repented,. and 
became good, yet a priest was not to marry her, no mors] 
than an ordinary whore. But the simplest meaning of these 
three seems to be, that they should not marry one that had 
prostituted her body, or that had been any way vitiated, 
though against her will; or was of suspected chastity; or 
(as it follows) was divorced from her husband. 

Neither shall they take a woman put away from her hus- 
band.] For commonly women were put away for some 
fault, as Abarbinel notes ; and were presumed not to be 
such as a priest should desire. To the same purpose Pro- 
copius Gazceus. A priest, saith he, should not only, fly 
from manifest evils, as fornication, but .decline whatso- 
ever may blemish his fame : now a woman that is put away 



Digitized by Microsoft ®. 



448 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap. xxr> 



by her husbandries under a suspicion of something that is 
bad. For which reason (as Mr. Selden observes in thd 
place abovenamed), a priest might not marry her, whom her 
husband's brother refused to marry after his death. 

For lie is holy unto his God.] Consecrated, after a special 
manner, to the service of the Divine Majesty; and there- 
fore was not to dishonour his priesthood by such marriages 
as were not of good reputation. If he did, ho was not to be 
suffered to minister, until he had given such a wife a bill of 
divorce ; as Maimonidcs saith in Biath Ifamikdasch, cap. 6. 
An example of which there was in Manasseh, the brother of 
Jadua the high-priest; who, marrying, contrary to the law, 
the daughter of Sanballat the Samaritan, was commanded 
either to pul her away, or not to come to the altar. (Sec 
Scldcn, lib. ii. dc Succcssionc in Pontificatum, cap. G. 
p. 238.) 

Ver. 8. Thou shalt sanctify him therefore.'] This seems 
to be spoken to Moses, and to all that should succeed him 
in the supreme authority, that they should take care the 
priests should not marry with such persons; or if they did, 
not be suffered to minister in the priest's office till they 
had put them away. Accordingly we find, that, to keep 
the priesthood pure, and to avoid all suspicion of any such 
pollution, the names of the priest's parents were carefully 
preserved in the genealogical tables, as we learn from 
Ezra ii.G2. Nehemiah vii. G4. (See Selden de Succession, 
in Pontif. lib.ii. cap. 3. Uxor. Hebr. lib.i. cap. 7.) 

For he offereth the bread of thy God.] Ministereth at the 
altar. (See ver. G.) 

He shall be holy unto thee.'] Keep himself pure, that ho 
may not be unfit to offer sacrifice for the people, as need 
shall require. 

For I the Lord which sanctify you am holy.] I, who have 
taken you to be my peculiar people, excel in all perfec- 
tions ; and therefore require persons of extraordinary sanc- 
tity to minister unto me. 

Ver. 9. And the daughter of any priest, if she profane 
herself by playing the whore.] The Hebrew doctors under- 
stand this of one married, at least espoused. So Aben 
Ezra and R. Sol. Jarchi say expressly, " Our rabbiris con- 
fess, with one mouth, that one not espoused is not con- 
cerned in this law." (Sec Scldcn, lib. i. Uxor. Hebr. cap. 
G. and lib. iii. cap. 23. p. 488.) 

Sheprofaneth her father.] She was doubly guilty: first, 
in profaning> i.e. dishonouring herself; who, being the 
daughter of such ah eminent person, committed such a 
heinous crime ; and secondly, in dishonouring her father, 
whose reputation hereby suffered. 

She shall be burnt with fire.] Which was the sorest pu- 
nishment among the Jews, (see chap.xx. 14.) and was not 
inflicted upon other persons, in this case, (who were barely 
stoned, Deut. xxii. 14.) but only upon the daughter of a 
priest, frdm whom greater virtue was expected. But if 
the witnesses of this fact were convicted of perjury by 
other credible witnesses, produced by the woman or her 
father, then both her husband who accused her, and those 
false witnesses, suffered the same punishment that she 
should have done. (Sec Selden, lib. iii. Uxor. Heb. cap. 1. 
p. 321.) 

Ver. JO. lie that is the high-priest among his brethren.] 
Hitherto the laws given in this c&sie concern the common 
priest: now follow those by which the high-priest was to 



govern himself, who was uw'er peculiar laws more strict 
than the rest. 

Upon whose head the anointing oil was poured, &c.] 
He having a peculiar consecration different from the rest, 
by pouring the holy oil upon his head, and clothing him 
with the most glorious robes, (sco diap. viii. 7,8,&c.)was 
in all reason to distinguish himself, more than the rest of 
the priests, from common men. 

And that is consecrated.] In the Hebrew the words are, 
whose hand is filled; as it was with the fat and the right 
shoulder of the ram of consecration, &c. by which he was 
hallowed to minister in the priest's office, (Exod. xxix. 
22—24.) 

To put on the garments.] To be high-priest. 

Shall not uncover his head.] Rather, shall not let his hair 
grow neglected without trimming; as the manner was, in 
token of mourning. So Onkelos and Jonathan, and a great 
many more: (Selden, lib. ii. de Succcssione in Pontifica- 
tum, cap. 5. p. 235.) and what I have noted upon the tenth 
chapter of this book, ver. G. . 

Nor fend his clothes.] Another token of mourning which 
he was to forbear; though the Talmudists will have it, that 
he might rend his garments at the bottom, about his feet, 
but not at the top, down to his breast; as P. Cunaeus ob- 
serves out of Mass. Horajoth, lib.ii. de Hep. Hebr. cap. 3. 
Before his anointing and consecration, and putting on the 
holy garments, it was not unlawful for him to attend the 
funeral of his father; and therefore Eleazar was present 
when Aaron died, (Numb, xx.) being as yet in a lower mi- 
nistry, and not completely advanced to the office of high- 
priest, but only declared Aaron's successor by putting on 
his garments. (See chap. x. G.) 

Ver. 11. Neither shall he go in to any dead body; nor de- 
file himself for his father, oY for his mother.] He might not 
go into the house, where the body of his father or mother 
lay dead, (which >vas pefmitted to the inferior priests, yer. 
2, 3.) and, consequently, he was not to make any external 
signs of mourning for son or daughter, brother or sister. 

Ver. 12. Neither shall he go out of the sanctuary.] If he 
was there when he heard of the death of his father or mo- 
ther, he was not to stir out from thence till he had finished 
his ministry. (See chap, x.7.) For he had a little house 
(after the temple was built) within the precincts of it, where 
he commonly remained all the day-time, which was called 
lischcath colten gadol, the parlour of the high-priest : as 
Cuneeus observes out of Mass. Middoth, lib.ii. deRepub. 
Hebr. cap. 3. At night he went to his own dwelling-house, 
which was in Jerusalem, and no where else; there he might 
perform all the offices of a mourner, except those which are 
here forbidden; and the people came to comfort hiin (as 
Maimonides relates in his treatise on this subject), and, 
sitting upon the ground, while he sat in his chair at the fu- 
neral feast, they said, Let us be thy expiation (r. e. let all the 
grief that is on thee fall upon us); unto which he answered, 
Blessed be ye from heaven; as their words are reported in 
Sanhedrin, cap. 2. n. 1. 

Nor profane the sanctuary of his God.] By preferring his 
affection to the dead, before the service of God in the sanc- 
tuary: or, by returning thither to his ministry, when he had 
been defiled by the dead; which had been a great profana- 
tion: for he that touched a dead body was unclean seven 
days, (Numb. xix. 11, 12.) 
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For the crown of the anointing oil of his God is iipon 
him.']'* Some supply the word and between crown and 
anointing oil; and so make two reasons why he should 
distinguish himself from all other men : first, because the^ 
holy crown, as it is called, (Exod. xxix/6.) which had ho- 
liness to the Lord engraven on it, (Exod. xxviii. 36.) was 
set upon his head ; and his head also was anointed with the 
lioly oil, (Exod. xxx. 25. 30.) whereby he was, in a special 
manner, consecrated to the service of the Most High. But 
there is no need of this, for the anointing oil itself was that 
which sanctified him to his office, and was poured on him, 
after the holy crown was set on his head; (Lev. viii. 9. 12.) 
and so these words may be translated, the consecration (for 
so the Hebrew word nezer signifies) of the anointing oil of 
his God is upon him. That is, he must remember he is so- 
lemnly devoted unto my ministry by that anointing; and 
therefore must not leave it to attend any other. 

I am the Lord.] Whose servant he is by a peculiar obli- 
gation. 

Ver. 13. And he shall take a wife.] From the word wife, 
in the singular number, theTalmudists generally conclude, 
that polygamy was not allowed to the high-priest, who was 
to have but one wife at a time, though other men were per- 
mitted to have more. (See Selden, lib. ii. de Successione 
in Pontif. cap. 2. p. 207. and Uxor. Hebraica, lib. i. cap. 8.) 
If he did take another, he was to give a bill of divorce to 
one of them before the great day of expiation ; or else he 
w r as incapable to perform the offices of it; as P. Cunaeus 
observes in the place forenamed out of Joma. But if his 
wife died, it was not unlawful for him to marry again, as 
Tertullian fancied from this very place, (lib. de Monogam. 
cap. 7. and Exhort, ad Cast. cap. 7.) 

In her virginity.] And not so much as espoused to any 
other person. Nor was any sort of virgin thought fit for 
his wife, but only one that was newly come out of her mi- 
nority, and had not yet attained to her full puberty ; as Mai- 
monides explains the sense of their ancient doctors. See 
Selden, lib. i. Uxor. Hebr. 7. where he observes also, that 
this is to be understood of the high-priest after he was in 
his office; for if he had married a widow before he was 
high-priest, he was to keep her, and not put her away when 
he was advanced to it. But there are those who imagine 
this law obliged all the common priests, who were to marry 
none but virgins ; as they are persuaded from Ezek. xliv. 
22. And no less a man than Hugo Grotius seems to be of 
this opinion, both here and in his book de Jure Belli et 
Pacis, (lib. ii. cap. 5. n. 9.) in his Annotata to that section. 
But the" Hebrew doctors are all of a contrary mind, and so 
are Josephus and Philo; as Mr. Selden observes, in his 
Addenda to the seventh chapter of his first book Uxor. 
Hebr. and lib. ii. de Success, in Pontif. cap. 2 f p. 208. 
And so Cunoeus also in the place forenamed, speaking of 
this very Jaw, " Non enim Sacerdotibus posita eadem lex 
fuit ; quippe viduam illi rite duxerunt," &c. But above all, 
a later most learned writer, Job. Wagenseil, hath largely 
confuted this opinion, in which he hath shewn Grotius was 
singular; for, besides that Ezekiel there supposes they 
might marry the widow of a priest, it is evident both from 
Jewish and Christian interpreters, that the state of things 
under the law is not to be measured by what the prophet 
Ezekiel saith concerning the future temple and priests: but, 
as Kimchi himself saith upon this place, "if this verse 
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must be expounded of every priest, it relates to the greater 
sanctity of the future temple :" for the law at first undoubt- 
edly was, that none but the high-priest was confined to 
marry a virgin. What Grotius alleges out of Josephus 
to prove his assertion, he hath shewn, with due respect to 
so great a man, doth him no service. (See his Annotata ad 
Mischna Sota, cap. 4i p. 557, &c.) 

Ver. 14. A widow.] This was peculiar to the higli-priest, 
that, besides other'women which no priest might marry, he 
alone is forbidden to marry a widow.; as the same learned 
person there shews is the sense of all the Hebrew writers. 
And Moses Kotzenses observes, that by a widow is to be 
understood, not only a woman that had been married ; but 
if she had. been merely espoiised, it was unlawfulfor the 
high-priest to take her for his wife : and by the high-priest, 
he saith, is to be understood, not only the successor of 
Aaron, but he also that was anointed to the war; which 
seems to be stretching of the word beyond its meaning, 
though the word widow may be allowed to comprehend one 
only espoused, whom he might not marry, though she had 
been espoused to his predecessor. 

Or a divorced woman.] No, nor the wife of his brother 
that died without issue; which others were bound to marry, 
but he was not. 

Or profane.] The word chalalah was explained before^ 
'ver. 7. w r hich, according to the Jews, signifies a woman 
born of such a person as a priest is prohibited to marry; 
as, if the high-priest had taken a widow, and had a daugh* 
ter by her, that child was profane, and might not be married, 
though avirgin, by a succeeding high-priest. And so of 
the rest. (See Buxtorf. de Sponsal. et Divort. p. 37, 38.) " 

Or a harlot.] See ver. 7. 

But he shall take a virgin of his own people.] He was 
commanded before to marry none but a virgin; and now 
he is further limited to a virgin of Israel ; for he doth not 
mean one of his own tribe, there beiug instances to the con- 
trary, of a high-priest marrying into the royal tribe, (2 Chron. 
xxii. 11.) 

Ver. 15. Neither shall he profane his seed among his peo- 
ple.] Many think this refers to what goes before, that he 
should not debase his family by such mixtures as have been 
mentioned; but I rather think it to be a new precept (as 
the Vulgar Latin takes it), that as he might marry none but 
of his own people, i. e. an Israelite ; so among his people 
he should not match with a vulgar person, but with one 
nobly bom; for that was the way to preserve the dignity: 
of the priestly office, at which all these precepts aim. 

For I the Lord do sanctify him.] I have separated him 
to myself, for a special and most holy service ; for which 
reason he was to distinguish himself from other men, even 
in his marriage, to make them the more reverence the Lord 
whom he served. Upon this account it was, that many 
constitutions were made by the elders, forbidding him what 
was allowed to' other people ; whereby they intended to 
advance his honour. For instance, he was forbidden to go 
into the public baths, or to feasts. If he would visit any 
that mourned, he was to be attended by other priests. He 
was obliged to cut his hair every week, but never to shave 
with a razor; to be in the* sanctuary every day, and to go 
home not above twice in a day ; to havo but one wife at a 
time ; and going into the temple to have three other priests 
with him, &c. So Maimonides in Cele Mikdash, cap. 8. 
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Ver. 16. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] Upon, 
this occasion God gave some other precepts concerning 
the priests, who were to wait upon him in his house and 
at his table. 

Ver. 17. Speak unto Aaron, saying.] Having forbidden 
such marriages as would have been a dishonour to the* 
priesthood, had they been permitted, he now forbids any to 
serve at his altar, who had the least blemish in his body; 
for that would have disparaged his Divine service. 

Whoever he be of thy seed.] Whether high-priest or the 
common priests. 

In their generations.] In future ages as well as the present. 

Tltat hath any blemish.] From these general words the 
Hebrew doctors conclude, that not only the particular 
blemishes afterward mentioned made them incapable to 
minister, but all other whatsoever which appeared in the 
body; of which these here named are but a specimen or 
example. So Maimonides in Biath Hamikdasch, whose 
words are, " the blemishes expressed in the law, are pro- 
pounded for examples of the rest;" which they reckon to 
be in all one hundred and forty-two, accounting only those 
which openly appeared, and not those which w T ere inward, 
in the kidneys, bladder, or bowels ; because there are no ex- 
amples of such in the particulars which here follow. They 
are divided by the doctors into three classes : such as made 
beasts unfit to be offered, (chap. xxii. 20.) as well as priests 
unfit to minister ; of which sort they reckon fifty . And such 
as only made priests incapable to minister ; of which sort 
they reckon ninety. And such as only made men look ill- 
favouredly; which were but two. (See Mr. Selden, lib. ii. 
de Succcssione in Pontific. cap. 5.) 

Let him not approach.] Unto the altar. 

To offer the bread of his God.] i. e. To sacrifice. (See 
ver. 0. and chap. iii. 2.) 

Ver. 18. For whatsoever man he be that hath a blemish.] 
Though never so wise or pious. 

. lie shall not approach.] He makes it a standing law, 
that no man that had a blemish should come to minister 
unto him at his altar. And a reasonable law it was, ap- 
proved by pagans themselves; for it is the very first qua- 
lification which Plato requires in him who was to be made 
a priest, that he should be oXojcXijpoe teal yvntnog, &c. per- 
fect in all his parts, and not a bastard; and that he should 
be born of honest parents, who had lived without the 
blemish of murder, or any other impiety, {lib. vi. de Le- 
gibus, p. 759.) And such a law there was among the an- 
cient Romans: sacerdos integer sit, that a priest should be 
entire in all his parts*. Which Seneca mentioning (Controv. 
iv. 2.) explains it by the example of Metellus, who, losing 
his eyes, by adventuring to snatch the Palladium out of the 
flames, when the temple of Vesta was burnt, was denied 
the priesthood ; for, though ho had done great service, which 
did him great honour, yet their opinion was, that " Sacer- 
dos non integri corporis, quasi mali ominis res, vitandus 
est :" a priest who wanted any part of his body, teas to be 
avoided, as a thing that boded ill: for thus it was in sacri- 
fices, and therefore they thought, with much more reason it 
should be so in the priests that offered them. (See Dilher- 
rus Disput. Academ. torn. ii. p. 187, &c.) 

A blind man, or a lame.] Such natural defects which 
befal us without or against our will, as Procopius Ga- 
zacus observes, are not to be imputed to us as any fault: 



and therefore ho thinks such vices in tho mind as answer 
to these blemishes in the body, are here intended by 
Moses; yet he could not but acknowledge, that if we will 
follow the literal sense (which no doubt is meant by these 
words), it is not becoming to see a man perform priestly, 
offices, who hath any visible blemish in his body ; for in-, 
stance, that halts, or cannot walk unless he have one to 
lead him. But Moses, he still thinks, had a respect to. 
higher matters, viz. to all the good qualities that St. Paul, 
requires in a bishop; and therefore by a blind man he un- 
derstands one without knowledge; and by a lame, one that 
walks not uprightly. in the w T ays of God's commandments. . 
Such accommodations are so easy, that I need not take 
further notice of them. 

Or he that hath aflat nose.] In the two first words, blind, 
or lame, there was no difficulty; but the word harum (which, 
we translate hath a flat nose) is not so plain ; yet the He- 
brews generally agree it signifies one, the upper part of 
whose nose was so depressed, that the two eyebrows 
seemed to meet, and to be but one; as Bochartus observes 
out of R. Solomon, in his Canaan, (lib. i. cap. 33. p. 655.) 

Or any thing superfluous.] The Hebrew word saraa sig- e 
nifies any member. disproportionate to the rest; but more 
especially (as their doctors take it) the inequality of those 
members that are pairs : as, when one of a man's eyes, or 
ears, or legs, was bigger than the other. 

Ver. 19. Or a man that is broken-footed.] .Though a man . 
did not halt, yet, if his foot was so broken, that it looked 
deformed, he was incapable to minister to the Divine Ma- 
jesty ; because it rendered him contemptible in the eyes of 
the people ; at least not so graceful, as the servants of the 
Most High were to be. 

Or broken-handed.] Any fracture in the hand made a 
man more remarkably unfit than the foregoing blemish; 
because by this part all the Divine offices were to be per-, 
formed. 

Ver. 20.~Or crook-backed.] The Hebrew word gibben pro- 
perly signifies bunch-backed: whether the bunch came from 
the luxation of the backbone, or from a swelling in the flesh. 

Or a dwarf] Who, besides that he looked despicably, 
was notable to reach up to the altar. The marginal trans- 
lation may be justified from the Hebrew, for dak in that 
language signifies lean, or slender: but then the meaning 
must be, one whose flesh was wasted by a consumption. 
The Vulgar took it for one blear-eyed: and the LXX. also 
thought it signified some disease in the eyes, if the Com- 
plutensian edition be right, where this word is translated 
fyijAoe rove 6<f>$akfioi>c. But other editions leave out the 
two last words, and then it is uncertain what i<pvi\o$ signi- 
fies ; but most likely some ill-favoured spots or pustles in 
the face. . 

Or that hath a blemish in his eye.] The Hebrew words 
toballul beeno signify one that hath a confused spot in the 
eye ; which is called by the Chaldee paraphrasts, and by 
the Talmudists, chillez and chaluzon, which is the very 
same With the Greek word XaAa&t, importing a concretion 
of a white humour (like to a hailstone), *ara to (3\{<papov, 
as iEgincta speaks, and Galen also. (See Bochart in his 
Hicrozoicon, par. ii. lib. v. cap. 9.) But this spot did. 
not make a priest incapable to minister (as Selden ob- 
serves in the place abovementioned), unless it was a little 
prominent, which made the blemish more apparent. 
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Or be scurvy, or scabbed.] One of these words- signifies 
a dry scurf or scab, the other a purulent. 

Or hath his stones broken.] Is bursten, or hath a rupture, 
as some expound it. The LXX. translate it Movopx*c; 
which Procopius Gazacus understands an hermaphrodite. 

Ver. 21- No man that hath a blemish of the seed of Aaron 
the priest shall come nigh, &c.].This seems to confirm what 
was observed before, (ver. 17.) that any other blemish, be- 
sides these here particularly mentioned, made a man inca- 
pable to officiate at the altar. And, in the first place, the 
Hebrew doctors reckon five in the ears, besides the want of 
them: an example of which Josephus gives in the story of 
Hyrcanus the high-priest, whose ears Antigonus cut off, 
that, if he should return again, he might not resume his of- 
fice, (lib. i. de Bello Jud. cap. 11.) 

He hath a blemish.] This general repetition is a farther 
confirmation, that all apparent blemishes of the same kind 
with these here particularly named, excluded them from 
ministering at the altar. And there being some of them 
that were permanent, or perpetual (as they speak), and 
others that were transient, which remained but for a time ; 
no man that had a blemish, though only of the latter sort, 
was to minister at the altar till it was gone. 

He shall not come nigh to offer the bread of his God.] i. e. 
The offerings made by fire beforementioned, which are here 
plainly represented as the meat that was served up to his 
table, (See ver. 6.) * If any of thenrdid presume to offer 
at the altar, there were different effects of their contumacy, 
according to the different sorts of their blemishes, which the 
Hebrew doctors divide into three classes, as I observed 
ver. 17. If any man having a blemish of the first sort mi- 
nistered, it profaned the very sacrifice which he offered, 
and he was to be scourged. The second sort did not vitiate 
the sacrifice, but the priest was to undergo the forenamed 
punishment. The third sort was so inconsiderable, that 
neither of these effects followed, upon his ministering who 
was blemished by them; as Mr. Selden observes, (Iib.ii. de 
Success, in Poritif. cap. 5. p. 234.) 

Ver. 22. He shall eat of the bread of his God.] But, 
though such a priest might not offer any sacrifice, yet he 
might eat with his brethren of that part of the sacrifices 
which was given to thein for their portion, which no man 
in his uncleanness might do. Therefore these natural in- 
firmities were not legal impurities, but only incapacities 
(as we speak) which disabled them for their office. 

Here again the sacrifices are represented as the provi- 
sion made for the Divine Majesty. (See ver. G. 21.) 

Both of the most holy. 7 ] Such were the meat-offerings, 
(chap. ii. 3. vi. 17.) the sin-offerings, (chap. vi. 25, 26.) and 
the trespass-offerings, (chap, vii.l.) Seelchap. xiv.13. The 
shew-bread also was a most holy thing; and all such were 
to be eaten only by the males of the priest's family, in the 
holy place, (Numb, xviii. 9 — 11, &c.) 

And of the holy.] Such were the wave-breast and the 
heave-shoulder of the peace-offerings, (chap. vii_. 35. and 
x. 14.) and the first-fruits, and the tithes. But, though the 
peace-offerings of particular persons were among the less 
holy things, yet the peace-offerings of the whole congrega- 
tion were most holy. (See chap, xxiii. 20.) 

Ver. 23. Only he shall not go in unto the veil.] He was 
not to enter into the sanctuary to bum incense, or to trim 
the lamps, &c. , * . 
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Nor come nigh unto the altar.] No, nor go to the altar of 
burnt-offering, which was in the court of the Lord's house; 
but he was to sit in the wood-room, where he was employed 
in picking out all the wood which had any worms in it, that 
it might be laid aside, and not carried to the altar, as Mai- 
monides and others relate. He had also another employ- 
ment. (See chap. xiii. 2.) If any man were so presump- 
tuous, or so forgetful, as to minister notwithstanding the 
manifest blemish which was upon him, he fell under cen- 
sure, and was punished according to the degree of his 
fault, as I observed before, (ver. 21.) out of Mr. Selden-, 
who hath, in the place there mentioned/ handled this more 
accurately than I thought it needful for me to do. 

Tltat he profane not my sanctuary.] That he might not 
make others think meanly of the service of God ; and con- 
sequently of God himself; who would have men, in their 
greatest perfection, minister unto him, to preserve in peo- 
ple's minds a sense of his most excellent being, unto whom 
they ministered. For which reason all the foregoing pro- 
hibitions were given against marrying such persons as had 
been vitiated, &c. and against mourning for the dead, that 
they might not profane the name of their God, (v. 6.) by 
doing as vulgar people did, or making themselves incapa- 
ble to minister unto God, as they were when they were de- 
filed. And thus Maimonides discourses upon this subject: 
(More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 45.) " God c6mmanded his 
ministers should wear precious apparel, and that none 
should be admitted to the ministry who had any defect in 
his body; nay, they who were deformed and ill-favoured 
were excluded; because the vulgar do not judge according 
to men's true worth or beauty (which lie in the soul), but 
according to their outward appearance, in the comeliness 
of their bodies, and the richness of their garments ; and 
therefore the end of all these things was, that God's house 
might be had in due honour and reverence." 

My sanctuaries.] This word, in the plural number, relates 
to the two parts of the sanctuary ; the court where the al- 
tar of burnt-offering stood (which was a holy place) and 
that which was properly called the sanctuary, wherein the 
altar of incense was ; into neither of which a priest that 
had any blemish might enter; as was said before. 

For I the Lord do sanctify them.] I have set apart both 
those places for my service ; and therefore, no man with a 
blemish shall be admitted into them, to perform any holy 
office there ; yet they might come into the court, to eat 
with their brethren, of holy things, but not in their priestly 
garments, which it was not lawful for them to use. 

* Ver. 24. And Moses told it unto Aaron, and to his sons, 
and unto all the children of Israel.] They were all ac- 
quainted with these laws, becarse they were all concerned 
the service of God should be administered acceptably 
unto him. 

CHAP. XXII. 

Ver. 1. JLND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] These 
commands that follow wero delivered at the same time 
with the foregoing; belonging to the same matter: for 
though the priests, who had a blemish, might eat of the 
holy things, yet he would have them know, that neither 
they, nor such as were unblemished, should presume to do 
it in their uncleanness. 
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Ver. 2. Speak unto Aaron, and to his sons, that they se- 
parate themselves.'] viz. When they were in their unclean- 
ness, (ver. 3.) 

From the holy things of the children of Israel.*] Abstain 
from eating (ver. 3, 4. 12.) of that part of the sacrifices 
which belonged to the priests, but was to be eaten only by 
such of thcin as were free from legal impurities, (chap. vii. 
20, 21.) Nor were they to eat of the first-fruits, which 
were also their portion, (chap, xviii. Numb. xii. 13.) but 
they might eat of the tithes, which were allowed for their 
constant sustenance. 

And that they prof ane not my holy name.] This is, the 
very ground of this prohibition; that they might preserve 
in their minds a due reverence to the Divine Majesty: 
unto whom, as they might not approach, so they might not 
meddle with any thing consecrated to him, in a state of 
legal impurity. All great persons are to be approached 
with a great deal of ceremony, especially when any are in- 
vited to their table; otherwise they might fall into con- 
tempt; and therefore, much more was. this reverence to be 
shewn to the Divine Majesty, that they might entertain high 
apprehensions of Jiim, by abstaining from all things be- 
longing to him, when they were under any pollution. 

In those things which they hallow unto me.] Which the 
children of Israel devoted unto God ; for so the foregoing 
words and the next verse explain it. 
, I am the Lord.] The greatest regard is to be paid to my 
majesty. * . • < 

Ver. 3. Say unto them, Wliosoever he be of your seed.] 
Of the priests. 

Among your generations.] In succeeding times. 

That goeth nnto the holy things.] To eat of them ; as ap- 
pears from ver. 4. 6. 12. 

Jfliich the children of Israel hallow unto the Lord.] 
Offer to him at his altar. 

Having his uncleanness upon him.] For which' they were 
to separate themselves, (ver. 2.) 

That soul shall be cut off from my presence.] Thrust out 
of the priest's office, no more to minister at the altar; and 
then it was the act of a judge: or cut ofF from the land of 
the living; which was done by the hand of Heaven. 
• lam the Lord.] Who will vindicate my own honour. 

Ver. 4. Wltat man soever of the, seed of Aaron.] These 
words, of the seed of Aaron, include his daughters as well 
as his sons, who might eat of some holy things, (Numb, xviii. 
11. ID.) but not in their uncleanness. 

Is a leper, or hath a running issue.] There are eleven 
fountains of uncleanness (as the Hebrews speak), two of 
which are these here mentioned ; as appears from chap, 
xiii. 3. xv. 2. 

He shall not eat of the holy things until he be clean.] Sec 
chap. xiv. 2. xv. 13. 

And whoso toucheth any thing that is unclean by the dead, 
or a man whose seed goeth from him.] These were two other 
fountains of uncleanness, (chap. xi. 31, 32, &c. xv. 16.) 

Ver. 5. Or whosoever touchet/i any creeping thing, where- 
by he may be made unclean.] See chap. xi. 24, &c. 

Or a man of whom he may take uncleanness.] See chap. 
xv. 7. 

lFliatsoever uncleanness he hath.] Suppose the leprosy, 
(chap. xiii. 45.) These are two such fountains of unclean- 
ness as the former. 



Ver. G. The soul which hath touched any such shall be wh- 
clean until the even,, and shall not cat, &c] So the law was 
in the forcnamed cases; as appears by the places above- 
mentioned. 

Ver. 7. And when the S7in is down he shall be clean.] 
Having washed his flesh with water. 

And shall afterward eat of the holy things; because it is 
his food.] God was so gracious, as not to keep a priest any 
longer in a state wherein he should want his necessary or 
comfortable sustenance. 

Ver. 8. That which dieth of itself, or is torn with beasts, 
he shall not eat, to defile himself therewith^ This was for- 
bidden before to all the Israelites, (chap. xxii. 15.) but 
made a priest no longer unclean than an ordinary man, be- 
cause of the foregoing reason. 

i" am the Lord.] Who will have my ministers pure from 
all such pollutions. The remainder of which were, the 
uncleanness of the water of separation, as Maimonidcs 
speaks, chap., xix .21. and of the great sacrifice of expia- 
tion, chap. xvi. 28. and of a menstruous woman, chap. xv. 
9. and of a woman in child-bed, chap. xii. 2. But nothing 
made men so unclean as the dead body of a man; which 
defiled, not only him that touched it, for seven days, but all 
that came into the house, and every thing that was in the 
house where he died, (Numb. xix. 11. 14.) which was the 
reason of the foregoing law, that the high-priest should not 
go in to the dead body of his father or mother; nor any 
inferior priest be defiled for any, but their near relations, 
(chap.' xxi. 1, 2. 11.) 

Ver. 9. Tliey shall therefore keep mine ordinance.] Ob- 
serve this constitution; because, I, who am their Lord, 
make it. 

Lest they bear sin for it.] Be punished if they break it. 

And die therefore.] As Nadab and Abihu did ; who pre- 
sumed to break another law.about holy things.. 

If they profane it.] By eating of the holy things in their 
uncleanness. 

I the Lord do sanctify them.] Separate them to my ser- 
vice; and by such constitutions teach them carefully to 
avoid all pollutions. » 

Ver. 10. Tliere shall no stranger eat of the holy thing.] 
The holy tiling here mentioned is that beforenamed ; (chap. 
x. 14.) and by a stranger he doth not mean one of another 
nation, but one that is not of the seed of Aaron, or is not 
one of his family ; for the word in the Hebrew is not nechar, 
which properly signifies such a stranger as is not an Is- 
raelite, but zar, which signifies any one to whom a thing 
doth not belong; as holy things did not to those who were 
not at least part of the priest's family, though not of his 
race.. For, that such might eat of them who were not of 
their race, provided they belonged to them as a part of 
their family, appears from the next verse. 

A sojourner of the priest.] Who boards with hiin (as we 
now speak), or dwells in a part of his house (as some 
understand it), but hath a distinct family. 

Or a hired servant.] Such were those who served by the 
day, (chap. xix. 13.) or for a certain time, and after that 
might dispose of themselves as they pleased. 

Shall not eat of the holy thing.] None of these might eat 
of the priest's portion, (chap. x. 14. Numb, xviii. 11.) be- 
cause they were not members of his family. 

Ver. 11. But if the priest buy any soul (i. e. person) with 
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his money.'] There were those of their own nation, who, by 
their poverty, were compelled to sell themselves, or their 
children, (chap. xxv. 39.) and others they bought of other 
nations, (ver. 44, 45, &c.) who, becoming proselytes to the 
Jews' religion, were permitted to eat of the priest's meat, 
because they became part of His family. 

And he that is born in his house, &c] They that were 
born of such purchased servants were their master's goods, 
and such a part of their family, that they left them to their 
children who succeeded them ; and, therefore, they also 
were allowed to e&4 of the meat of the priest. 

Ver. 12. If a priesVs^ daughter also be married unto a 
stranger.'} Unto one that is not of the family of the priests. 

She may not eat of an offering of the holy things.'] She 
lost her right to eat of those holy things, which she did 
partake of while she remained a part of her father's family ; 
for that entitled persons to this privilege ; insomuch, that a 
priest taking a wife out of another family, she might eat of 
them, because she was one with him, and therefore had 
more right than a servant. But, for the same reason, a 
priest's daughter, married to a stranger, might not eat of 
them, because she was gone out of his into another fa^ 
mily. 

Ver. 13. But if the priest's daughter be a widow,, or 
divorced, and have no child.] If she had any children, they 
and she made another family ; and they being begotten by 
a father who was not a priest, had no right to eat of the 
priest's meat. But if she was left without children, then 
she was accounted still one of her father's family, provided 
she returned (as it follows) to live with him. 

And is returned to her father's house, as in Iter youth.] 
To be a part of his family, as she was before she married, 
(chap. x. 14.) 

She shall eat of her father's meat.] Have the same privi- 
lege she had when she was a virgin. 

But there shall no stranger eat thereof] This seems,, as I 
said, particularly to relate unto her children, if she had any ; 
who, being begotten by one of another family, were looked 
upon as strangers. (See ver. 10.) 

Ver. 14. And if a man.] Who hath no right to them. 

Eat of the holy thing unwittingly.] Not knowing it to be 
a holy thing. 

Then he sltall put the fifth part thereof unto it.] Besides 
his sacrifice which he was bound to offer for his trespass. 
(See ver. 15.) 

And shall give it unto the priest, with the holy thing.] He 
could not give the priest the holy thing which he had eaten; 
but the meaning is, that he should make satisfaction to the. 
priest for the damage done to him, by paying him, the true 
worth of the thing, and the fifth part more of its value. 
(See ver. 16.) 

Ver. 15. And they shall not profane the holy things of the 
children of Israel, which they offer unto the Lord.] This 
seems to refer to the persons beforenamed, none of which 
should presume to profane sacred things, by eating them 
when they did not belong to them. The priests seem also 
to be concerned in it, who were not to suffer them to cat 
such holy things ; as it follows in the next verse. Or, if it 
entirely relate to the priests, the meaning is, they should 
not profane holy things, by eating them in their unclean- 
ness, (ver. 9.) And one reason was, because the children 
of Israel, whose offerings these were, might be discouraged 



from bringing them to the Lord, when they saw them so 

profaned. 

' Ver. 16. Or suffer them.] i. e. The people. 

To bear the iniquity of trespass, &c.] To fall under the 
punishment which God will inflict for their trespass, in eat- 
ing things which do not appertain to them. The marginal 
translation refers this also wholly to the priests, in this 
manner, Or lade themselves with the iniquity of trespass in 
their eating holy things ; viz. in their un cleanness, and with 
such persons (it may be added) as ought not to eat of 
them. 

For I the Lord do sanctify them.] These words seem to 
justify this last interpretation : (see ver. 9.) 

Ver. 17. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] The 
following laws, no doubt, were delivered at the same time 
with the former; because they still concern the same matter. 

Ver. 18. Speak unto Aaron, and to his sons, and unto all 
the children of Israel.] For they were all concerned in the 
perfection of the sacrifices, as they were in the perfection 
of the priests that offered them : (see chap. xxi. 24.) , 

And say unto them, Wliosoever he be.] The Hebrew doc- 
tors say, that the phrase isch, isch (man, man, i. e. any 
man), is here used, as it was chap, xviii. 6. to shew that 
gentiles are comprehended under this law as well as Jews; 
as Mr. Selden observes out of the Gemara Babylon. Tit. 
Cholin. (See lib. iii.de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 4. p. 289.) 

Of the house of Israel, or of the strangers in Israel.] They 
understand by strangers in Israel, such as they called pro- 
selytes of the gate; who were not circumcised, but had re- 
nounced idolatry, and joined themselves to the God of 
Israel. R. Levi ben Gersom takes perfect proselytes to 
be here meant (whom they called proselytes of righteous- 
ness), yet not excluding the other. 

That will offer his oblation for all his vows, and for alt 
his free-will-offerings.] See chap.vii. 16. 

Wliich they will offer unto the Lord for a burnt-offering;] 
If a gentile brought a peace-offering to the Lord, it was 
offered as a burnt-offering; and no meat-offering was per- 
mitted to be offered Avith it, as Maimonides observes: (see 
Selden in the place beforenamed, and ver. 25. of this chap- 
ter.) And Dr. Lightfoot gives a large account of it in his 
Temple Service, chap. 8, sect. 4. 

Ver. 19. Ye shall offer at your own will.] So these words 
are commonly understood ; that the sacrifices, both of Jew 
and gentile, should be spontaneous, as wxll as without 
blemish ; though they will bear another sense, as I ob- 
served; chap. i. ver. 3. 

A male without blemish, of the beeves, and of the sheep, 
and of the goats.] See chap. i. ver. 3. 10. All burnt-offer- 
ings were to be males; though peace-offerings might be 
females, (chap. iii. 1. 6.) and so might sin-offerings also, 
(chap. iv. 32.) but all without blemish. For, as God ac- 
cepted only some kind of creatures (viz. beeves, sheep, 
and goats, and no other of the herd), so he would have a 
choice to be made out of them, of the very best; as had 
been often before directed. 

Ver. 20. But whatsoever hath a blemish, that shall ye 
not offer.] This general rule is here repeated, because he 
is going to specify what creatures they should account ble- 
mished. 

For it shall not be acceptable for you.] This seems to 
justify the exposition which I said might be given of that 
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phrase in the foregoing verse, at your own will; or for 
your acceptation : (see upon chap. i. 3.) 

Vcr. 21. And whosoever offereth a sacrifice of peace-of- 
ferings unto the Lord.] Which were either to obtain bless- 
ings, or to give thanks for them when they were obtained. 

To accomplish his vow.] It was usual to make such vows, 
for procuring from God what they desired, when they under- 
took a journey, or went to sea, or were sick, or in any 
danger, &c. an example of which we have in Jonah i: 1G. 
where we read, the mariners in a storm offered a sacrifice to 
the Lord, and made vows; i. e. they vowed a sacrifice to 
God (for they could not sacrifice on ship-board), when he 
had brought them to a safe port. And so Cicero speaks of 
certain mariners, who, being tossed in a tempest, vowed, if 
they gained their haven, '-' Ei Deo, qui ibi essct, se vitu- 
lum immolaturos ;" they would offer a calf to the god of 
that place. And Homer, in like manner, brings in the 
mother of Telemachus, vowing perfect hecatombs unto all 
the gods, if she might obtain her desires, (Odyss. xvii. 
ver. 59.) 

Or a free-will-offering.] This also was a peace-offering 
for obtaining blessings; not when they were in distress, I 
suppose, but in general to procure God's favour to them 
and theirs. 

. In beeves, or sheep.] And likewise goats; for all these 
were allowed in peace-offerings, (chap. iii. 1. 6. 12.) 

It shall be perfect to be accepted.] That was accounted 
perfect which wanted none of its parts, nor had any defect 
in any of them. The heathen themselves did not think any 
other would be accepted, and therefore made a careful 
Choice of their sacrifices; as appears by those words of 
Virgil, (lib. iv. iEneid. ver. 57.) 

" Mactant lectas dc more bidentes." 

Which he calls elsewhere eximii, singled out as most excel- 
lent, (lib. iv. Georg. ver. 550.) 

€( Quatuor eximios prcestanti corpore tauros." 
And, that they might be such, there wasprobatio victimarum, 
proof made of sacrifices, as Pliny speaks, lib. viii. cap. 
45. where he saith, such as were lame,, or had one leg 
shorter than the other, were rejected. Which probation was 
to be made by those that brought the sacrifices ; but if they 
did not do their duty, the priest upon examination refused 
to admit them to be offered. 

There shall be no blemish therein.] This is an explication 
of what he means by perfect, which Solon (who seems to 
have taken the rites of religion from Moses) called \A0eXij; 
in tl;e explication of which word, Hcsychius, after several 
other expressions, concludes with this, 6 jo'jt* irXtovaZayv 
/x?'/rc Stwv t\ tov crw^aroc, which neither hath any part more 
or less than it should have. Julius Pollux (who reports this 
of Solon) hath a great number of other words to express 
the perfection required in sacrifices, which were to be apria} 
arofia, iXoicXijpa, vytrj, airttpa, iraftfizXri, apri/ieX//, jui) KoXo/3a, 
/xvjSi tfiirqpa, /iijSfc i)tcpo)Tr)pta<T^(va, /i*jS£ Staarpo^a, (lib. i. cap. 
1.) some of which arc of the same signification, and serve 
only to shew how complete their sacrifices were to be. 

Ver. 22. Blind, or broken, &c] In this and the following 
verses he mentions twelve blemishes, which render any 
beast unfit for sacrifice ; and the first is blind, under which 
the Hebrews comprehend that which the Latins call codes, 
a beast that hath but one eye. 



Or broken.] In the bones of the thighs, or the legs. 

Or maimtd.] Most take it for that ^Vhich the Latins call 
mutilum, that which laclceth any part. The LXX. took it 
more particularly for that which had its tongue cut out: the 
Hebrew doctors for that whose eye-brows or lips were slit, 
or cut off; which is nearer to the Hebrew word charnts 
than the Vulgar, which translates it only a scar. 

Or having a wen.] The Hebrews generally understand 
by the word jabbeleth, that which the Latins call verruca, 
a wart, or hard knob rising in the flesh; which is better 
than the Vulgar, who translates it papulas, which properly 
signifies pimples, pusJies, or wheals. But I think our trans- 
lation cannot be mended ; a wen being a more manifest de- 
formity, and more common in beasts, than the other. 

Or scurvy.] This is that which the Greeks call ^wpa, 
the itch. 

Or scabbed.] Some take this word to signify the same 
with the Latin impetigo, i. e. a ring-worm or tetter, which 
spreads in the skin with a dry scab ; though others take it 
for that which they call porrigo, for which I know no Eng- 
lish word, unless it be the mange. The Hebrews take it 
for the porrigo Mgyptxaca, as Bochart observes, a scabby 
disease of this kind frequent among the Egyptians. 

Ye shall not offer these unto the Lord.] Not so much as 
present them to be offered in sacrifice. 

Nor make an offering by fire of them upon the altar unto 
the Lord.] Much less burn them upon the altar; for the 
Lord will not accept such sacrifices. 

Ver. 23. Either a btdlock or a lamb, that hath any thing 
superfluous.] This word we had before (which we translate 
superfluous), chap. xxi. 18. but it properly signifies the in- 
equality and disproportion that there is between those 
parts that are pairs, as the eyes or legs; and particularly 
when one of them exceeds its just bigness, ex. gr. when 
one leg is longer than it should be. 

Or lacking in his parts.] This word signifies just the 
quite contrary to the' other ; when one part is less, and more 
contracted than it should be; one leg supposed shorter 
than ordinary. So all the Hebrews understand these 
words, particularly Onkelos and Jonathan. 

That mayest thou offer for a free-will-offering.] A very 
learned person of our own takes these words for an excep- 
tion to the foregoing general rule ; that such defects as these 
two should not hinder the acceptation of a beast for a free- 
will-offering, though not for a vow; and it must be acknow- 
ledged, that is the most plain and simple sense. But the 
Jews, as he observes, particularly R. Solomon Jarchi, ex- 
pound them otherwise, and will not have this offering to 
signify the sacrifice of such things at the altar, but the 
giving them to the priest for some sacred use; to be sold, 
for instance, for the reparation of the temple, for which 
they were accepted. (See Dr. Outram, lib. i. de Sacrifices, 
cap. 9. n. 2.) 

But for a vow, it shall not be accepted.] Free-will-offer- 
ings were much different from vows, there being no obli- 
gation upon them to offer the former, as there was to offer 
the latter : and a less perfect creature would be accepted 
in the one case, though not in the other. 

Vcr. 24. Ye shall not offer unto the Lord that tvhich is 
bruised, or cntshed, or broken, or cut.] That is, as the He- 
brews interpret it (and so do the LXX. and the Vulgar), 
any beast whose testicles were compressed or bruised, &*c; 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. XXII.] 



UPON LEVITICUS. 



455 



for these four ways they used to castrate a lamb (for.in- 
stance) and make it wether; and so they did with kids and 
calves, as Bochart observes out of Aristotle and others, in 
his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 46. 

Neither shall you make any offering thereof in your land.'] 
The word offering is not in the Hebrew, and this passage 
may be thus exactly translated, neither in your land shall 
ye make, or do. So the LXX.: the sense of which the 
Vulgar expresses by adding the word this, i. e. the fore- 
named castration, either by compression or contusion, or 
any way; for Josephus saith, it was unlawful among them 
to geld any creature ; which was prohibited to keep them 
from doing so with men, which they were taught to be abo- 
minable. And these words suggested as much, being thus 
translated, Neither in your land shall it be done. (See Sel- 
den, lib. vii. de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 3. p. 799.) 

Ver. 25. Neither from a strangers hand.] By bennechar, 
the son of a stranger (as it is in the Hebrew), who is called 
(chap. xxv. 47.) a stranger and sojourner (viz. a gentile 
that dwelt among them), is meant a pious man of another 
nation, who had renounced idolatry, and abstained from 
blood, and observed the rest of the precepts of the sons of 
Noah (as they called them), but was not circumcised, which 
would have obliged him to the whole law of Moses. Such 
persons, being worshippers of the true God, were permitted 
to bring him sacrifices to be offered at his altar. (See Gro- 
tius, lib. i. de Jure Belli et Pacis, cap. 1. sect. 16. n. 3.) 

Shall ye offer the bread of your God from any of these.] 
Some-have taken these words, as if no sacrifice was to be 
accepted from a gentile, but only money, with which the 
priest might buy a sacrifice, and offer it for him. But this 
is confuted by ver. 18. and here it is evident, he only for- 
bids them to accept of any sacrifice which had the fore- 
named blemishes from a gentile, who might think them 
not unacceptable, because the gentiles made no scruple to 
offer such as these last mentioned to their gods, though their 
laws, in some places, were against it. The bread of your 
God: the Hebrews understand hereby to be meant, only 
burnt-offerings; which Maimonides saith,. were accepted 
from a gentile, even burnt-offerings of birds, though he had 
not yet renounced idolatry. But they were not to accept 
from him peace-offerings or meat-offerings, or sacrifices 
for sins of ignorance, (chap. iv. 27.) or trespass-offerings, 
(mentioned chap. vi. 6.) nor was a burnt-offering to be ac- 
cepted, unless it was a free-will-offering, or a vow, as Mr. 
Selden observes, lib. iii. de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 4. But 
if he brought such spontaneous offerings as had the fore- 
mentioned blemishes, the priest was to reject them (though 
the gentile might say they were such as had been accepted 
by his gods), or else he was to be scourged. So this law 
i3 briefly expounded by the Jews, when they reckon it up 
among their precepts, that a defective sacrifice is not to be 
accepted, no, not from the liand of a gentile; as he observes 
in the same book, cap. 7. where he discourses at large on 
this subject. And it need not seem strange a gentile should 
bring any such sacrifices (when their laws, as I observed 
before, required a choice to be made), for they were not so 
curious in their choice as the Hebrews; but, as Tertullian 
upbraids them, sacrificed enecta, tabidosa, et scabiosa, 
(Apolog. adv. Gcntcs, cap. 13.) which the better sort of 
people, perhaps, did not offer, but the vulgar did: and the 
priests made no scruple to accept them. 



Because.their corruption is in them, and blemishes be in 
themi],The word corruption seems particularly to. relate 
unto .the forementioned castration, for it signifies such a 
corruption as is the destruction of any member. See Bo- 
chart in his Hierozoicon, (par. ii. lib. v. cap. 4.) And ble?n* 
ishes relate to other defects, which made them unaccept- 
able; twelve of which, as I said, are here mentioned; but 
the Hebrews look upon them only as examples and sped* 
mens of other the like defects, which they make in all to be 
fifty; as I observed before out of Selden, (lib. ii. de Suc- 
cess, ad Pontific. cap. 5.) Maimonides gives us a catalogue 
of them in his .treatise of Entrance into the Sanctuary, (cap. 
7.) but to make up that full number, he is constrained to 
add these three, which have no example among the twelve 
here mentioned, viz. such as tremble by age, or by some 
disease, or are torn by wild beasts. 

Ver. 26; And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] These 
laws following being of the same nature, were in all likeli- 
hood delivered at the same time with the foregoing. 

Ver. 27. And when a bullock, or sheep, or goat is brought 
forth.] These were the only beasts that were allowed to be 
sacrificed, (ver. 19.) 

Tlien it shall be seven days under the dam; and from the 
eighth day, and thenceforth it shall be accepted for an offer- 
ing, &c] They were not fit for food when they were not 
seven days old, and therefore not for sacrifice ; which was 
the bread or food of God, as it is called ver. 25. but this 
hath been sufficiently explained before, Exod. xxii. 30. 
Lshall only add, that 1 have since observed that P. Cunaeus 
hath briefly expressed the sense of Maimonides, which I 
there represented, (lib. iii. de Republ. Hebraeor. cap. 5.) 
and. that the Gentiles were so far from offering creatures 
so young, that they thought them fittest for sacrifice when 
they were two years old ; as appears from the words of 
Virgil beforementioned, 

" Mactant lectas de more bidentes." 



Where Servius saith that bidentes were so called, because 
they were biennes, two years of age ; for it was not lawful 
to sacrifice those, that were younger, nor those that were 
older.: 

Ver, 28. And whether it be cow, or ewe, ye shall not Mil 
it and her young both in one day.] Lest the young one, 
saith. Maimonides, should happen to be killed before the 
dam ; which would have given the greatest grief to her> 
(More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 48.) Any thing that looked 
like cruelty, therefore, was by this law banished from among 
them; for they might not so much as kill both the young 
and the dam on the same day, to offer them to God him- 
self; of which he is here speaking. 

Ver. 29. And when ye will offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving 
unto the Lord.] He had mentioned free-will-offerin gs and 
vows before, (ver. 21.) and now briefly touches upon the 
third sort of peace-offerings. (See chap. vii. 15, 16.) 

Offer it at your own will.] Male or female; of the herd, 
or of the flock, (chap. iii. 1. 7. 12.) Or the meaning may be 
(as hath been often said), he shall offer it in such a manner 
as that it be accepted* (See chap. i. 3.) 

Ver. 30. On the same day it shall be eaten, &c] See 
chap; vii. 15. 

Ver. 31- Therefore shall ye keep my commandments, and 
do them, &c] Because he had said before, (ver. 30.) and 
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now repeats it again in the conclusion of this verse, I am 
the Lord: to whom they owed obedience; especially when 
he required they should reverently use all holy things, 

Ver. 32. Neither shall ye profane my holy name.] This 
may refer either to what goes before, (that they should not 
make him and his service contemptible, by offering such 
things as were defective, &c.) or be taken as a precept by 
itself. And then the name of God was profaned three ways 
(as Mr. Selden observes), besides the most grievous of all, 
by blasphemy. Either when a man, for fear of death, vio- 
lated the Divine law; or when he contemptuously and 
wantonly broke any precept ; or when a man of great note, 
for knowledge and piety, gave a scandal to others by doing 
such things, as were not perhaps directly against the law, 
yet made him lose all his authority. (See lib. ii. de Jure 
Nat/et Gent.juxta Disc. Hebr. cap. 10.) 

But I will be hallowed among the children of Israel] 
Either by the observation of his laws, or by punishing 
those who transgressed them : for so this phrase is used, 
chap. x. 3. 

I am the Lord which hallow you.] Have separated you 
to myself, as a special people from all others, by laws dif- 
ferent from theirs, and more excellent.' 
. Ver. 33. That brought you out of the land of Egypt, to 
be yottr God.] And moreover distinguished you from all 
others, by singular benefits ; particularly by delivering you 
from the most grievous slavery, that I might make you a 
happy people. 

I am the Lord.} When you remember my benefits, re- 
member I am your sovereign, who expect your obedience. 



CHAP. XXIII. 

Ver. 1. JjlND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] All 
the laws in this chapter were delivered at one time, not 
long after the former. 

. Ver. 2. Speak unto the children of Israel.] Who were 
highly concerned to observe all the solemnities enjoined in 
this chapter, in such a manner as God required. 

And say unto them, Concerning the feasts of the Lord.] It 
hath been anciently observed, that (piXioprot ol Svpoi, the 
Syrians were great lovers of feasts. Which made it the 
more reasonable (if they were so in Moses's days), that the 
Israelites, who were to be their neighbours in the land of 
Canaan, should have so many feasts appointed them, 
weekly, monthly, and yearly; all in honour of their God. 
From whence they are culled feasts of the Lord. But this 
word moed, which we translate a feast, properly signifies 
an assembly. And so Mr. Thorndike would have it here 
translated; because the name of feasts is proper to those 
solemnities which are to be celebrated with joy and cheer- 
fulness; whereas under this general word moed is compre- 
hended the day of atonement, which is one of the assemblies 
here named, (ver. 27.) but was no feast; being to be ob- 
served with the greatest humiliation and affliction that 
could be expressed. He therefore exactly translates these 
words in this manner; The assemblies of the J^ord (for the 
word concerning is not in the Hebrew) which ye shall pro* 
claim for holy convocations, these are my assemblies: (sec 
Religious Assemblies, ehap. ii.) All that can be said for 
our translation is, thfit the day of atonement being a day of 



rest from all labour, it may g* under the name of n feast, in 
opposition to working-days. 

JVhich ye shall proclaim.] Or call by the sound of the 
trumpet, which the priests were to blow upon these days, 
(Numb. x. 10.) 

To be holy convocations.] The Hebrew word mikra, 
which here signifies a convocation, signifies also reading, 
(Neh. viii. 8.) For on these days they were called to as- 
semble together to hear the law read to them, as well as to 
offer sacrifice, and make their prayers to God, with thanks- 
givings for his benefits. 

Even these are my feasts.] Or my assemblies, as I said be- 
fore; the first of which was the sabbath, then the Pass- 
over, Pentecost, the beginning of the new year, the day of 
atonement, and the feast of tabernacles: which are all con- 
tained under the general word moed, and none besides. 

. Ver, 3. Six days shall work be done.] They were allowed 
all these for any sort of business, wherein they pleased to 
employ themselves. 

But the seventh day is the sabbath of rest.] See Exod. 
xx. 9, 10. xxxi. 15. This was the greatest of all solemni- 
ties appointed for assemblies, returning once every week ; 
and therefore is set in the head of all the rest; from which 
it seems to be distinguished, (ver. 37, 38.) And accordingly 
in the next verse, having here mentioned this as a day by it- 
self, he begins to reckon the feasts or assemblies of the Lord. 
And the reason why this day was made a sabbath of rest, 
was, because God himself then rested from his works. In 
memory of which they were to keep this day free from all 
labour, that the belief of the creation of the world might be 
fixed in their minds ; or, as Maimonides phrases it, (More 
Nevoch. par. ii. cap. 113.) a belief that nothing is locevous 
with God. Whence that saying of theirs (mentioned by 
Abcn Ezra), " whosoever doth any work upoil the sabbath- 
day, denies the work of the creation." 

Ye shall do no work therein.] They were commanded so 
to rest on this day from all bodily labour, as not to kindle 
a fire, to dress the meat they ate upon it: which is not re- 
quired upon any other day, but only the great day of expia- 
tion, (ver, 28. 30.) Concerning these two days alone it is 
said, Tliou shall do no work upon it: but of the days of other 
assemblies, no more is said but this, Thou shall do no servile 
work therein, (chap. v. 7, 8, &c.) that is, only such work as 
they were wont to put their slaves to do was prohibited. 
For though they might not bake nor boil their meat on the 
sabbath-day, (Exod. xvi. 23.) nor on the day of expiation 
(ver. 28. of this chapter); yet on other solemn days they 
mightmake provision for their tables, Exod. xii. 1G. where 
Aben Ezra notes, "of none of the solemn assemblies, be- 
sides the sabbath and the day of atonement, it is said 
no manner of work: only of the Passover hesaith it, and 
addeth an exception of the meat of the soul ;". that is, what 
was requisite for the sustenance of nature: as our Mr. 
Thorndike observes, in the place before quoted. 

It is the sabbath of the Lord in all your dwellings.] To bo 
kept holy in honour of the Lord, by every man, whereso- 
ever he dwelt : for they had synagogues for worship in all 
their towns ; though most of the other assemblies could bo 
held only in the place where the sanctuary, and afterwards 
the temple was ; whither all their males went up thrice a 
year at the great festivals. Aben Ezra therefore thus 
glosses upon these words : " In all your dwellings; in your 
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land, and out of your land; at home, and upon the way :" 
to shew that the command, (Exod. xxxv. 3.) "You shall 
kindle no fire throughout your habitation on the sabbath- 
day," was to be observed, not only whilst they lived upon 
manna in the wilderness, (when God gave them a double 
portion on the sixth day, that they might prepare it against 
the sabbath, Exod. xyi. 5. 29.) but in all places, whereso- 
ever they dwelt afterwards. 

Ver. 4, Tliese are feasts of the Lord.'] Now follow the 
solemn assemblies which are. to be kept by this ordinance 
of mine; besides that of the seventh day, which was cele- 
brated from the beginning. 

This looks like a title to all that ensues. 

Even for holy convocations.] Solemn meetings of the peo- 
ple, who were called together to celebrate the mercies of 
God with sacrifices of thanksgiving and public rejoicings. 
Such there were in all nations, who had their Ilavtiyvpug 
(as the Greeks called them), general assemblies of all ,the 
country, to do honour to their gods. As in Egypt, we are 
told by Herodotus, lib. ii. cap. 59. they did once a year 
vavnyvptZuv in honour of Isis, Mars, and Diana. The liko 
was in other nations, as every body knows. 

Dr. Hammond hath observed something concerning this 
phrase holy convocations, upon Matt. xx. not. c. 

IVIiich ye shall proclaim in their season.] Or, in their ap- 
pointed times : which here follow. 

Ver. 5. On the fourteenth day of the first month.] See 
Exod. xii. 18. * - 

. At even.] See Exod. xii. G. 

Is the Lord's Passover.] See Exod. xii. 27. 

Ver. G. And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the 
feast of unleavened bread unto the Lord, &c.] That is, then 
the seven days of eating unleavened bread were to begin, 
(Exod. xii. 15.) 

Seven days ye must eat unleavened bread.] See Exod. xii. 
19, 20. 

. Ver. 7. On the first day ye shall have a holy convoca- 
tion.] Exod. xii. 1G. 

Ye shall do no servile work therein.] Such days as these 
were not observed so scrupulously as the seventh day of 
every week, on which (as I observed before) they might 
not boil nor bake, i. e. prepare their meat; which on this 
day was allowed, as appears fr6m the place last named in 
Exodus. Nor might they stir out of their place, i. e. take 
a journey on the sabbath, (Exod. xvi. 29.) but on this day 
they might : as appears from Deut. xvi. 7. where, having 
sacrificed Ihe passover, and eaten it on the fourteenth day 
at even, they have leave given them to go home the next 
morning, which was the first day of unleavened bread. For 
on this very day, betimes in the morning, they came out of 
Egypt, and travelled from Barneses to Succoth. By servile 
work therefore we are to understand their ordinary labours 
on other days, from which both they and their servants 
were to abstain on this day: which it was the custom of all 
nations to forbear, upon such great solemnities, as Strabo 
informs us, (lib. x.) where he saith, Koiybv rovro kol t&v 
Eaa//vwv koI Bap|3apwv i<rri, to rag hpowouag fizr aviffzwe 
fopTaartKrjg TToiuaZac This is common both to Greeks and 
barbarians, to keep their holy days] with a festival remission 
of (heir labours. 

V er. 8. And ye shall offer an offering made by fire seven 
days unto the Lord.] These .were not merely idle times, but 

vol, i. 



days for Divine service ; about which there is a particular 
direction given afterward (Numb, xxviii. from the nine- 
teenth to the twenty-fifth verse), where the sacrifices for 
every one of the' seven days are prescribed. And though 
there is no mention of any particular work of the nforal ser- 
vice of God upon these days (no more than there is of that 
sanctification of the sabbath-day), yet the Jews were not so 
blind, but that they were able to perceive the spiritual ser- 
vice of God, by prayers, and praises, and hearing the law, 
and meditating upon God's works, was required on tliese 
days, especially on the sabbath : which appears from Jo- 
sephus and Philo, and divers others of their later writers. 

In the seventh day is a holy convocation.] Exod. xii. 1G. 

Ye shall do no servile work therein.] It was to be ob- 
served as the first day of the seven, that the feasj might 
conclude as it began. 

Ver. 9. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] Though 
the following could not be yet practised; yet he would 
have them take a particular notice of it, as no less solemnly 
enjoined than the foregoing. 

Ver. 10. Speak unto the children of Israel.] They being 
all concerned in this precept. 

And say unto them, Wlien ye be come into the land which I 
give Unto you.] In the wilderness they sowed no corn, and 
therefore could not be obliged by this precept till they came 
to Canaan : nay, till they had driven out the old inhabit- 
ants, and God had given them rest in the land of promise, 
as Moses himself seems to expound it, Deut. xii. 10, 11. 
• And shall reap the harvest thereof] Begin to reap it, as 
it is explained, Deut. xvi. 9. 

Then shall ye bring a sheaf] Or a handful, as it is trans- 
lated in the margin of our Bibles. And there was the very 
same custom among the heathen, to bring Spajfta, a hand- 
ful of the new corn, to be offered to their gods ; as Diodo- 
rus Siculus saith the practice was among the Egyptians. 

Of the first-fruits.] There were several things compre- 
hended under the name of first-fruits, which are com- 
manded to be offered unto God, (Exod. xxiii. 19.) The 
Greeks have accurately distinguished them by proper and 
peculiar names. IJpwTprofca were the first-born of men or 
of cattle, mentioned Exod. xiii. Then UpojToytvvfiara were 
the first corn that was ripe, or the first-fruit of trees, which 
they brought from the field, or from their plantations, be- 
fore they ate any themselves. And then 'Awapx<& (which 
the Hebrews call terumoth, or trumoth) were the first- 
fruits of their wine and oil, (Numb, xviii. 12.) and the first 
loaves or cakes made of their wheat, mentioned below, ver. 
17. (See there.) 

Of your harvest.] Of barley-harvest, which began attho 
Passover, when they offered the first-fruits here mentioned; 
as wheat-harvest began at Pentecost, when they offered 
the first-fruits, mentioned ver. 17. as at the feast of taber- 
nacle? those of the vine, and other fruit-trees, were brought 
and offered. And so much weight was laid on this, and 
there were so many of them, and such care taken of their 
payment, because this was held by all mankind as a prin- 
cipal part of religion, to make this early acknowledgment 
to God for his goodness; insomuch, that they who offered 
no first-fruits were looked upon as atheists. ► So Porphyry, 
lib. iii. wept 'AttoxSc, sect. 78. And, indeed, this was a 
practice derived from the beginning of the world, (Gen. iv. 
3, 4.) Aristotle himself testifies as much when ho saith 
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(lib. viii. ad Nichomachum), Al apxaiai Svvlai koI gvvoSoi, 
&c. The ancient sacrifices and assemblies were after the car- 
rying in the harvest, when they offered the first-fruits, /uoX/ora 
yap iv Toirotc laxiXaKov rolg Kcapoic, for they chiefly relaxed 
themselves at those seasons. 

Unto the priest.} Who offered part of it to God, and had 
the rest himself. For thus the Jews describe the gathering 
and offering of them: On the evening of the first day of 
the Passover-week, some were ordered by the Sanhedrin 
to take sickles and baskets, &c. and go out when it was 
dark (having a great company with them), and cut a sheaf 
of corn, which they brought into the court of God's house, 
and parched it, (as may be gathered from the second chap- 
ter of this book, ver. 14— 1G.) and having ground it, they 
sifted U often (no less'than thirteen times), till it was very 
fine flour. After which they took out a tenth-deal (an 
omer, which was the tenth part of an ephah), and brought it 
to the priest, who took out a handful, and put it on the altar 
with oil and frankincense, and the remainder he had for 
himself. (See Dr. Lightfoot in his Temple Service, chap, 
xiv: fcect. 2. Dr. Outram dc Sacrificiis, lib. i. cap. 8. n. 6. 
and J. Wagenseil upon Sota, cap. 2. Annot. 11.) • 

•Ver. 11. And he shall wave the sheaf before the Lord.'] 
They did not offer the corn green in the ears (as I observed 
iii the foregoing verse), but parched,' dried, ground, and 
searsed; and then they waved a tenth-deal of the flour, 
which came from the sheaf, as a present to the Lord of the 
whole earth. 

To be accepted for you.] To procure God's blessing 
upon the rest of the harvest; and that they might have 
liberty to use the corn it produced: which it was not law- 
ful for fhem to do, till the first-fruits >vere given to God. 

On the morrow after the sabbath the priest shall wave it.] 
We are not to understand by the sabbath the seventh day's 
rest, which was the opinion of the Sadducees, as R. Levi 
ben Gersom tells (upon the fifth of Joshua), but the day 
here mentioned, (ver. 7.) which was a kind of sabbath, be- 
cause no servile work might be done therein. And there- 
fore ' this morrow after the sabbath was the sixteenth day 
of Nisan, or the next day to the first of unleavened bread. 
So the LXX. translate it, t£ liravpiov rTjg ttqwt^, the mor- 
row after the first: and Josephus more plainly, r$ Sevripy 
twv aZvfiwv vfiipq, &c. on the second daij of unleavened 
bread, which is the sixteenth-day of the month, &c. (lib. iii. 
Antiq. cap. 10.) This was the first of the fifty days, which 
they reckoned till Pentecost, (ch. v. 15.) and was the day 
on which manna ceased when they came into Canaan, be- 
cause then they ate of the fruits of that country, (Josh. v. 
10—12.) And indeed it was not lawful for them (as I said 
before) to cat of the fruits of the earth, till after the Pass- 
over; because then the sheaf of the first-fruits was w r aved, 
which consecrated the rest of the corn. And so God con- 
tinued manna to them till they had other food to eat. 
„ Ver.' 12. And ye shall offer that day, when ye wave the 
sheaf, a he-lamb without blemish, &c] Though this day was 
not so holy as the first day of unleavened bread, yet it was 
a part of the festival, and w r as called moed katon, a lesser 
solemnity; as all the rest of the days were, between the 
first and the seventh. And therefore a special offering is 
here ordered upon this day, besides the daily burnt-sacri- 
fice; and besides the sacrifice which was appointed (ver. 
8*) to be offered upon every one of the seven days. 



Ver. 13. And the meat-offenig thereof shall be two tenth" 
deals of fine flour, &c] I observed before (upon the second 
chapter, ver. 1.) that all sorts of bread might be offered to 
God, as being a very ancient sacrifice, and commonly used 
at every table; for which reason wine also is here ordered; 
but it was to be simple wine, not mixed, as was the hea- 
thenish custom. Salt also was added (chap. ii. 13.) as 
common at all tables; but no honey, nor leaven, which 
men's superstition had introduced, (and therofore expressly 
forbidden in that place, ver. 11.) as it did also milk, and 
herbs, and leaves of trees; not a word of which is to be 
found in the law of Moses. But here it is observable, that 
he commands two tenth-deals of fine. flour to be offered; 
whereas one tenth was the common ?neat-offering, (Exod. 
xxix. 40.) Because, as one of them was a necessary at- 
tendant on the lamb, (mentioned before, ver. 12.) so the 
other was in honour of the day, w r hich was a lesser kind of 
festival. 

And the drink-offering thereof shall be of wine, the fourth 
part of a hin.] Here is not a double proportion of wine or- 
dered, but the usual quantity; because, perhaps, this was 
a thanksgiving only for their corn, not for their vintage, 
which came afterward. 

Ver. 14. And ye shall eat neither bread, nor parched 
corn, nor green ears, until the self-same day that ye have 
brought an offering to your God.] It was not lawful for 
them to reap, and therefore not to eat any of the fruits of 
the earth, till the forenamed first-fruits were offered, as an 
acknowledgment to the Donor of them. For nothing was 
more just and equal, all men thought, than to give some 
part to him, who gave to them all thby had; and, in the 
first place, to give him his due before they took any thing 
to themselves. The Romans in this expressed the sense 
of all mankind; who, as Pliny tells us, lib. xviii. cap. 2. 
" Ne gustabant quidem novas fruges, aut vina, antequam 
sacerdotes primitias libassent," did not so ?nuch as taste of 
their corn or wine, till the priests had offered the first-fruits. 

It shall be a statute for ever, &c .] ' As long as their polity 
lasted. 

In all your dwellings.] Throughout the whole land of 
Canaan. 

Ver, 15. And ye shall count unto you from the ?norroiv 
after the sabbath.] From the sixteenth day of Nisan, or 
the second day of unleavened bread; which was the mor- 
row after the sabbath, (ver. 11.) k 

From the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave-offer- 
ing.] This is added only as a fuller description of the 
time from w T hich they, were to count j. 

Seven sabbatlis shall be complete.] Seven whole weeks, 
reckoning that day from which the account begun, for the 
first day of the first of those \veeks;.which made forty-nine 
days in all. Maimonides thinks it w T as for tha honour of 
this great day of Pentecost, that they were to count the 
days till it came; just as a man, saith he, who expects his 
best friend, is wont to tell the days and hours till he arrive, 
(More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 43.) . And therefore the pre- 
sent Jews begin this supputation with a solemn prayer, 
saying, " Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, the Lord of 
the world, who hath sanctified us with thy precepts, and 
commandest us to number the days of harvest: and this is 
the first day." And thus they go on to pray till the seventh 
day, when they add, <f Now there is one week;" and so 
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proceed in the same prayers to the evening of Pentecost 
Which feast they not being able now to keep, as the law 
appoints, they pray to God every day> after they have done 
counting, that he would restore Jerusalem and the temple; 
and then they promise to do all that is here prescribed. 
And this counting in some places is performed publicly in 
their synagogues; yet so that every master of a family 
is bound every night to do it at home: (seeBuxtorf. Synag. 
Judaica, cap. 20.) 

Ver. 16. Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath 
shall ye number fifty days.] The next day after the seventh 
sabbath (or week) made just fifty days : from which this 
feast was called Pentecost: and in the Old Testament, the 
feast of weeks; because it began the next day after the 
seven weeks beforcmentioned, Exod. xxxiv. 22. 

And ye shall offer a new meat-offering to the Lord.] viz* 
Of new corn made into loaves, as it follows in the next 
verse : which was the first-fruits of wheat-harvest, as the 
place beforementioned tells us, Exod. xxxiv. 22. 

This day the Samaritans take to have been the first day 
of the week, after the very letter of this law ; which is thus 
made out by the great primate of Ireland: Our blessed 
Lord being slain at the feast of the Passover, the wholo 
sabbath folio wing (which was the first day of unleavened 
bread) he rested in his grave. The next day after that 
sabbath, the sheaf or omer, of the first-fruits of the barley- 
harvest was offered to the Lord ; when Christ rose from the 
dead, and became the first-fruits of them that slept. From 
this day was the account taken of the seven sabbaths, or 
weeks: and upon the morrow after the seventh (that is, 
upon our Lord 's-day) was celebrated the feast of weeks, 
•which is called the day of the first-fruits, (Numb, xxviii. 
20.) because then were offered the first-fruits of their second, 
or wheat-harvest; and therefore called the feast of harvest, 
(Exod. xxiii. 16.) because then was the principal and the 
conclusion of the whole harvest of the yean Upon which 
day the apostles, having themselves received the first-fruits 
of the Spirit, begat three thousand souls, through the Word 
of truth, and presented them as the first-fruits of the Christidn 
church unto God and unto the Lamb. Now the matter 
being so ordered by God, that in the observation of the 
feast of weeks, the seventh day of the week (the Jewish 
sabbath) was purposely passed over, and that great so- 
lemnity kept upon the first day of the week, no wonder the 
Christian church hath appropriated that day, instead of the 
seventh, for the service of God. 

Ver. 17. Ye shall bring out of your habitations.'] [These 
oblations seem to have been offered at a common charge, 
in the name of the whole nation, which is the reason of this 
phrase, Out of your habitations. For to affirm, as some 
do, that two loaves were to be brought out of every house, 
or, at least, out of every town, is absurd; for they may as 
well say seven lambs (as it follows) which were offered with 
this bread, were to be furnished in like manner out of every 
family or town. 

Two wave-loaves of two tenth-deals.] A double propor- 
tion, as before, ver. 13. which was presented to God, the 
Lord of the whole world, by waving them to all quarters. 
Each loaf did not contain two tenth-deals, but there was 
one in each loaf. 

Tlmj shall be of fine flour.] Of wheat. 

They shall be baken with leaven.] And therefore were 
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not burnt upon the altar, (for that was unlawful, Lev. ii. 
11, 12.) but wholly given to the priests. Whence it was, 
as the Jews observe, that the bread accompanying their 
peace-offerings of thanksgiving was leavened, (chap. vii. 
13.) and not burnt on the altar, but entirely given to the 
priests, the servants of God, who attended at his altar, that 
they might feast together with him. 

They are the first-fruits unto the Lord.] Other first-fruits 
are mentioned, ver. 10. but these were the principal, being 
the first-fruits of wheat-harvest, which, with all the rest, are 
exactly enumerated by Nehemiah, chap. x. 35 — 37. 'And 
that place of Pliny, mentioned ver. 14. seems to prove, that 
the heathen offered both the first of their fruits before they 
brought them out of their fields and vineyards, and also 
the first of what was made of them after they were brought 
home; which they did, partly out of gratitude to God, to 
thank him for making the year fruitful, and partly to pray 
him to grant fruitful seasons for the future. 

Ver. 18. And ye shall offer with the bread seven lambs 
without blemish, &c] This being a great day, and burnt- 
offerings being the noblest sort of sacrifice, purely ip ho- 
nour of God, a greater number, both of lambs and other 
creatures, are required upon this solemnity. 

And one young bullock, and tworams.] In Numb, xxviii. 
27. it is said, two young btdlocks and one ram, besides the 
seven lambs. Perhaps they were left to their liberty, ei- 
ther to bring one young bullock and two rams, or one ram 
and two young bullocks; or else those mentioned in 
Numbers were distinct sacrifices, besides those here menr 
tioned: and so Josephus saith, (lib. iii. Antiq. cap. 1,0.) 
that there were offered upon this day three young bullocks^ 
too rams (it should be three rams), and fourteen lambs; 
all which were offered, besides the morning and .evening 
sacrifice of every day, , , .. 

They shall be a burnt-offering to the Lord, with their 
meat-offering, &c] There being all sorts of sacrifices pre- 
scribed for the great solemnity of this day, he mentions the 
burnt-offering in the first place, because it was the prin- 
cipal, and offered next to the two loaves. 

Ver. 19. Then sliall ye sacrifice one kid of the goats for 
a sin-offering.] Next followed the sin-offering, which, for a 
particular sin of the congregation, was a btdlock, (chap, 
xviii. 14.) but for the sins of the nation in general, only 
a kid of the goats: for, as Maimonides observes, (More 
Nevoch. par. iii. cap. AG.) the more grievous the sin was, 
the viler the sacrifice, there being no greater sin than idol- 
atry, nor viler sacrifice than a she-goat; and yet this was 
the expiation of that sin, as they interpret chap. iv. 27, 
Numb. xv. 17. 

And t\vo lambs of the first year, for a sacrifice of peace- 
offerings.] Double the number to what was commonly 
offered ; for this being a high day, all sorts of sacrifices 
(as I! said before) were, offered (burnt-offerings, sin-offer- 
ings, and peace-offerings) upon it, and in greater propor- 
tions (except the sin-offering) than on other days. And 
these were the only peace-offerings of the whole congrega- 
tion of Israel, offered only at this one time of the year, and 
never else. 

Ver. 20. And the priest shall wave them with the bread of 
the first-fruits, for a wave-offering before the Lord.] These 
sacrifices, with the trespass-offering for a leper, (chap. xiy. 
\% t 24.) were the only offerings that were waved about 
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towards all Ihc corners of the world. So Abarbinel upon 
this place : " The waving was performed by the priest, 
who reached them out, upward and downward, this way 
and that way, towards the six quarters of the world, to 
shew that the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof;" 
or, as II. Levi ben Gersom speaks, *' that they might under- 
stand the providence of God is every where, above and 
beneath, in every corner of the world." 

With the two lambs.] This seems to signify the forcnamed 
band-offering and sin-offering were thus waved, as well as 
these peace-offerings ; that is, sonic paTt of them all, in the 
name of the rest; for the priest could not wave the whole 
body of them, they were so heavy. 

They shall be holy to the Lord for the priest.] Who had 
not only the breast and the shoulder (as was usual); but 
all the flesh of these peace-offerings (their blood being 
sprinkled, and their inwards burnt) was given unto him, to 
be eaten by the males among the priests, in the court of the 
sanctuary, even as the sin-offerings were : for these peace- 
offerings being (as I before noted) the only peace-offerings 
of the whole congregation, were reckoned among the most 
holy things; whereas the pcacc-offcrings of private men 
were less holy, as Dr. Lightfoot observes, in his Temple 
Service, chap. viii. sect. 4. And the true reason why the 
priest had all the flesh of these sacrifices was, because they 
being for the whole congregation, the offerers were too 
many, to have any portion of them distributed among them. 

Ver. 21. And ye shall proclaim on the self-same day.] 
Before the solemnities began. 

That it may be a holy convocation to you.] See ver. 4. 
The reason of this holy assembly .was, partly to commemo- 
rate God's great goodness, in giving the law from Mount 
Sinai, on the fiftieth day after their coming out of Egypt, 
(which was the chief end of God's bringing them from 
thence, as Maimonidcs speaks, par. iii. More Ncvoch. 
cap. 43.) and. partly to thank him for giving them such fair 
hopes of completing their harvest, which had been begun 
at the Passover. 

Ye shall do no servile work therein.] It was to be ob- 
served, as the first and the last days of unleavened bread, 
(ver. 7, 8.) with such a rest, as made it little different from 
a sabbath. And that great vision (as Maimonides calls it), 
at the giving of the law, lasting but one day, was the reason 
the memory of it was celebrated only for one day in the 
year; whereas the feast of unleavened bread lasted seven 
days, for one day was not sufficient to make them sensible 
enough of the affliction they endured in Egypt. But, per- 
haps, one day only was appointed at Pentecost to be free 
from all servile work, because of the great business of 
wheat-harvest, which was then coming on, and could not 
permit them to be ^o much at leisure, as they were when 
the fruits of the earth were all gathered. Then they kept 
a feast seven days, (ver. 39.) as they did at the beginning 
of barley-harvest, when the feast of unleavened bread was 
held : at which time harvest did not come on so fast, as it 
did at Pentecost ; for the first-fruits then were of green 
corn, parched, and dried, and offered to God, for the hope 
they had he would bring the rest to maturity. 

Ver. 22. And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou 
shall not make clean riddance of the corners of the field, &c] 
This precept hath been sufficiently explained before, (chap. 
xix. 9, 10.) only the occasion of its repetition here ought 



to bo observed, which is the mention of harvest and first- 
fruits, which, in gratitude, they then offered unto God, of 
whose goodness he would have them so sensible, as not to 
be unmindful of the poor ; but to be such benefactors to 
them, that they might still receive more benefits from God. 
Ver. 23. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] These 
words arc frequently prefixed to a new matter, though de- 
livered at the same time with what went before 

Ver. 24. Speak unto the children of Israel, saying.] Who 
(as I have often said) were all concerned to take notice of 
such precepts. 

In the seventh month, in the first day of the month, ye shall 
have a sabbath.] Such a sabbath as those mentioned, ver. 
7, 8. 21. on which no servile work was to be done, as it 
follows in the next verse: for the seventh month was the 
first month of the year, according to the ancient computa- 
tion, and continued so still to several purposes; particu- 
larly with respect to their jubilee, when they were to blow 
the trumpet, as they did on this day, which was the chief 
new moon in all the year, and the more illustrious, because 
it fell in the time when all the fruits of the earth were 
gathered. 

A memorial of blowing with trumpets.] It is not easy to 
tell of what this blowing of trumpets was a memorial, 
Maimonides, in the place aforenamed, (More Ncvoch. par. 
iii. cap. 43.) will have it to be instituted to awaken the 
people out of sleep, and call them to Tcpentance ; being to 
put them in mind of the great day of expiation, which fol- 
lowed nine days after. This he explains more largely in 
his Jad Chazakah, in the treatise of Repentance/ (cap. 3.) 
where he saith, " The sound of the trumpet, at this time, 
did in effect say, Shake off your drowsiness, yo that sleep; 
and, being awaked, watch to your duty. Search and try 
yoiir ways-; remember your Creator, and repent. You, 
whom the vanity of the times hath led into a forgetfulness 
of the truth ; who spend your days wandering after empty 
things, which profit nothing ; bethink yourselves, and take 
care of your souls. Let every one forsake his evil way, 
and his thoughts which are not good," iVnd accordingly 
he saith, in the same place, " the Israelites were wont to 
multiply alms and good works, and to apply themselves to 
the precepts (as his phrase is), from the beginning of the 
yeaT, till the day of atonement, more diligently than at any 
other time ; rising in the night to pray in their synagogues 
till break of day," 8cc. But, though this be very pious, I 
sec no. ground for it; no more than for what they say of 
commemorating the deliverance of Isaac : for why should 
not blowing of trumpets be ordered for a preparation to 
other solemn days, and in memory of other deliverances, 
as well as this of Isaac? 

It seems more probable, that all nations making great 
shouting, rejoicing, and feasting in the beginning of the 
year, at the first new moon (as many have observed), 
hoping the rest of the year, by this means, would prove 
more prosperous ; God was pleased to ordain this great 
rejoicing among his people, in honour of himself, upon the 
day of the first new moon (which was to be continued 
every first day of the month), that he might preserve them* 
from the worship of the moon, and make them sensible, that 
he alone gave Ihc good years, and renewed his mercies 
daily, from month to month, upon them. Bonfrcrius ima- 
gines, that God put an honour upon this month, because 
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it was the seventh: that, as every seventh day was a sab- 
bath, and every seventh year the land rested, &e. so every 
seventh month of every year should be a kind of sabbatical 
month ; there being more feasts in this month than in any 
other month in the year. 

But all this doth not explain what this blowing of trum- 
pets was a memorial of, which I take to be the creation of 
the world, which was in autumn; upon which account it 
was, that they anciently began their year at this time, as 
the eastern people do at this day. They acknowledged 
also God's goodness, in blessing all the year past, and 
bringing them to the beginning of a new year, which they 
prayed him to make happy to them. 

They began to blow at sun-rise, and continued it till 
sun-set. He that sounded the trumpet began with the 
usual prayer, Blessed be God, who hath sanctified tis tvith 
his precepts, &e. subjoining these words, Blessed be God, 
who hath hitherto preserved its in life, and brought us nnto 
this time. When all was ended, the people said, with a 
loud voice, these words of the Psalmist, (Psal. lxxxix.15.) 
Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they shall 
walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance. (See Bux- 
torf. Synag. Jud. cap. 24.) 

Such blowing with trumpets was used by the gentiles; 
particularly in the solemnities they observed in honour of 
the mother of the gods : one whole day (which was the se- 
cond) being spent in blowing of trumpets, as Julian tells 
us, in his fifth oration upon this subject, *}& t^g TrtpivaX- 
TTtiTfibg 7rapaAajuj3avmu, p. 1C8. 

Ver. 25. Ye shall do no servile ivork therein.'] It was "a 
very solemn day, like the day of Pentecost, (ver. 21.) and 
others beforenoted, on which they might only make provi- 
sion for their meals, (Exod. xii. 1G.) which were wont to 
be very liberal upon this day. And, among other dishes, 
they serve up to the table a ram's head, in memory of that 
ram w T hieh was sacrificed in the room of Isaac, which they 
fancy was upon this day. 

But ye shall offer an offering made by fire nnto the Lord.] 
About which directions are given afterward, (Numb. xxix. 
2, &c.) For it was not to be a day of rest merely, but of 
religion; 

Ver. 2G. And the Lord spake nnto Moses, saying.] The 
following precept is of great moment, which makes this 
preface to be set before it. 

Ver. 27. Also on the tenth day of this seventh month thkre 
shall be a day of atonement.] This hath been explained, 
chap. xvi. 29—31. 

It shall be a holy convocation to you.] On which they 
were to assemble, to humble themselves before God ; as it 
here follows. 

And ye shall afflict your souls.] Seo chap. xvi. I shall 
only add, that the Jews fancy this solemn day of fasting 
was appointed, partly to avert those diseases which were 
wont to be rife in the autumnal season; and this day chosen 
rather than any other, that they might express their grief at 
that time, when the sin of the golden calf was committed. 

And offer an offering made by fire unto the Lord.] A burnt- 
offering, about which directions are given in Numb. xxix. 8. 

Ver. 28. And ye shall do no work on that same day.] See 
ver. 3. and chap. xvi. 31. 

For it is a day of atonement.] Set apart wholly for this 
work; which is at large described in chap. xvi. 



To make an atonement for you before theLordyour God.] 
First the priest made an atonement for himself and his 
family, (chap. xvi. 6, &c.) and then for the people, and for 
the holy place, &c. (ver. 15, 1G. 33.) ' ' 

Ver. 29. For whatsoever sonlhe be that shall not be afflicted 
on that day, he shall be cut off from among his people.] The 
affliction here spoken of consisted chiefly in abstaining from 
all manner of food (as the Jews make account) from one 
evening to the next: in which time, if any man ate to satisfy 
his appetite, that is, above the quantity of a date, he was 
in danger to be cut off; by the hand of God, I suppose : so 
they say, in Joma, cap. 8. n. 2. Besides which, there were 
i four other mortifications; for no man was to put on his 
shoes, nor anoint himself, nor washhis face, nor enjoy his 
wife. (See BuxtoTf. Synag. Jud. cap. 26.) 

Ver. 30. And whatsoever soul he be that doeth any tvork 
in tltat same day, the same soul will I destroy from among 
Ms people.] The two great things required on this day, be- 
ing to afflict themselves, and to rest from labour; they 
who transgressed either of these commands, are threatened 
to' be cut oft^ and that by God himself, as this verse.teaches 
us to expound the foregoing. 

Ver. 31. Ye shall do no manner of work: it shall be a 
statute for ever, &c] This is repeated again, because it 
was a thing of such high importance, that they should 
wholly attend to the business of this great day, which was 
a day of humiliation and repentance, and making their 
peace with God. And, as the Jews themselves observe, 
there was no man so good but he had offended in some 
tiling or other : and besides, they were to afflict themselves 
for the sins of the whole body of the nation. 

Ver. 32." It shall be unto you a sabbath of rest.] As the 
weekly sabbath was, (ver. 3.) \<hen they did not merely 
rest from labour, but employed themselves in the Divine 
service ; as (ver. 8.) I observed they did on other sabbaths 
of lesser strictness. And this the heathens themselves 
could discern, that the design of their festivals, which 
were days of ease and remission of labours, was rbv vovv 
airayuv airb rwv avSpuj-rrticiov aaxoATj/xarwv, to withdraw the 
mind from human employments, rbv Si ovrwg rgiiru irpbg to 
Sdov, that so a man may have leisure to turn his mind to- 
wards God; which is a most Divine saying of Strabo, 
which, I think, I have noted before, but cannot be too oft 
repeated, (lib. x. Geo'graph. p. 467.) 

And ye shall afflict your souls in the ninth day of the 
month at even.] They kept the high-priest on the even of 
the day of expiation from eating much, because it would 
make him sleepy, as they tell us in Joma, (cap. 1. n. 4.) 
Where our learned Sheringham observes, that the evening 
before is called the even of the day of expiation, because 
they began the fast before the setting of the sun; so that 
the whole evening belonged to the following sabbath. By 
which these two places, chap. xvi. 29. where it is said they 
shall afflict their souls on the tenth day, and this verse, 
which saith on the ninth day, winch seem to clash one with 
another, may be easily reconciled; for they began to af- 
flict themselves in the conclusion of the ninth day, and 
ended the fast in the conclusion of the tenth. (See Ma- 
nasseh ben Israel, Quest. 4. ad Lev.) 

From even nnto evenshall ye celebrate your sabbath.] This 
justifies what was just now said, that this day began in the 
even of the. ninth day, and continued till the even of the tenth. 
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Your sabbath.] So (his day was called, because no man- 
ner of work might be done on this day, no more than on 
the seventh, or weekly sabbath, (ver. 31.) And so it is 
called by the prophet, Isa. lviii. 13. 

Ver. 33. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] The 
same preface is prefixed to this, as to the rest, because it 
Wis one of tho three greatest solemnities appointed by 
God in remembrance of his benefits. (See ver. 39.) 

Ver. 34. The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be 
the feast of tabernacles, for seven days unto the Lord.] It 
Mas to begin on the fifteenth day, and continue seven days, 
as the feast of unleavened bread did. The design of this 
feast is thus expressed by Maimonides, who compares it 
with the Passover; which served, saithhe, (More Nevoch. 
par. iii. cap. 43.) to preserve the memory of all the mi- 
racles which God did in Egypt, out of which he brought 
them at that time; as the feast of tabernacles did to 
preserve the memory of the signs and wonders he did in 
the wilderness, whero he afforded them his Divine protec- 
tion under ^ glorious cloud, and preserved them without 
any houses, both in the cold of winter and heat of sum- 
mer. In short, there are two ends mentioned in this chap- 
ter of the institution of this festival ; one to give thanks 
for the fruits of the* earth, which were then gathered, (ver. 
39.) another, and the principal, in a grateful remembrance 
that they dwelt' in booths forty years, and were brought 
into better habitations when they " came to Canaan, (ver. 
42,43.) 

Ver: 35. And on the first day shall be a holy convoca- 
tion, &c] It was to be observed as the day of Pentecost, 
(ver. 21.) And they every one carried in' their hands the 
bough of some goodly tree; as the Hebrews understand the 
first words of ver. 40. Josephus, describing this festivity, 
(lib. iii. Antiq. cap. 10.) mentions, in the first place, boughs 
oT myrtle. 

- Ver. 36. Seven days ye shall offer an offering made by 
fire unto the Lord.] The peculiar sacrifices, with their 
meat-offerings, which were to be offered on these seven 
days, are "distinctly set down in Numb. xxix. from the 
thirteenth verse to the end, where it will be most proper to 
consider them. 

On the eighth day shall be a holy convocation unto you.] 
See ver. 4. 

And ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the Lord.] 
A burnt-offering, with a meat-offering attending upon'it, ac- 
cording to the appointment in Numb. xxix. 36, 37. 

It is a solemn assembly.] This is a new word, which is 
not used hitherto concerning any of the feasts here men- 
tioned; signifying, as we translate it in the margin, a day 
of restraint, or mther, a closing, or concluding ' day, for 
then the solemnity ended. And so Theodoret, rb re'Xoc 
7wv kopnov, the conclusion of the feasts; whence the last 
day of the feast of unleavened bread is also called by this 
name of atzereth, (Deut. xvi. 8.) And so is the feast of 
Pentecost (which was kept in the end of seven weeks) 
called, by Josephus, by the same name of asartha, (lib. 
* iii. Antiq. cap. 10.) This, therefore, as it was the last, so it 
was thp great day of the feast, as St. John calls it, chap, 
vii. 37. On which day they read the last section of the 
law, and so concluded the reading of the whole five books 
of Moses. And thence any great solemnity is called by 
this name of atzereth, (2 Kings x. 20. Joel i. 14.) This 



seems to me to be a far belter account of this word, tlnin 
that which the Jews commonly give, who render it a day 
of detention ; because, saith Aharbinel, they were bound 
to detain the feast to this day (whereas no other feast con- 
tinued more than seven days), staying at Jerusalem till it 
was over; whence this day seems to him to be to the feast 
of tabernacles, as the day of Pentecost was to the Pass- 
over; for as the/were bound to count seven weeks from 
that time, and then made this fiftieth day a feast, so they 
are here commanded, after the seven days of the feast of 
tabernacles, to stay and feast one day more. Others of 
them, as R. Solomon Jarchi, say this was as if a man, hav- 
ing been entertained by his friend seven days, should, to 
express greater kindness to him, be detained one day more. 

And ye shall do no servile tvork therein.] But spend their 
time in feasting, mirth, and rejoicing, with thankful acknow- 
ledgments of God's benefits to them: (see ver. 7, 8.) 

Ver. 37. These are the feasts (or assemblies) of the Lord, 
which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations.] This was 
the preface* to them, (ver. 4.) and now is the conclusion, to 
make them the more observed. 

• To offer an offering made by fire unto the Lord, a burnt- 
offering, and a meat-offering, and a sacrifice, &c] These 
offerings are particularly set down (as hath been noted all 
along) in the twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth chapters of 
Numbers; and, by a sacrifice, seems here to be meant a 
sin-offering; which is ordered, throughout those two chap- 
ters, together with burnt-offerings, upon all these festivals. 

Ver. 38. Besides the sabbaths of the' Lord.] i. e. Besides 
the sacrifices appointed upon all'the sabbaths in the year, 
w r hich were not to be omitted, if any of the feasts here men- 
tioned fell upon the seventh day of the week. 

And besides your gifts.] Most understand by gifts, such 
presents as men made to God, beyond their first-fruits and 
tenths; but it may be thought only a general word, includ- 
ing the two particulars which follow, votes and free-iuill- 
offerings. 

' Ver. 39. Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, 
when ye have gathered in the J hut of the land, See] Here is 
no new injunction in this verse, but only an enforcement of 
what was said before, the very same days being appointed 
to be observed with those named, ver. 24. Therefore, the 
Hebrew particle ak should not have been translated also, 
but surely, or certainly, or trxdy, as we translate it in other 
places; particularly Gen. xxix. 14. " Surely thou art my 
bone and my flesh." Psal. lxxiii. 1. u Truly God is good 
to Israel." Lam. ii. 16. " Certainly this is the day that 
we looked for." " 

When ye have gathered in the fruit of the land.] These 
words give a reason of the repetition of the command, be- 
cause there was something more designed in this festival 
than merely the remembrance of their condition in the 
wilderness ; which was,' to express their thankfulness to 
God for their desired harvest, which they had now gathered ; 
for which cause, besides the seven days which were in com- 
memoration of their dwelling in tents in the wilderness, 
there was an eighth' added, to acknowledge the mercy of 
receiving the fruits of the earth. 

Ye shall keep a feast unto the Lord seven days.] This was 
the feast of tabernacles, which lasted all these seven days. 

On the first day shall be a sabbath.] See ver. 35. 

And on the eighth day shall be a sabbath,] In the ihslitu- 
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tion of the feast of unleavened bread, it is said, In the 
seventh day is a, holy convocation, ye shall do.no servile 
work therein; i. e. it shall be a sabbath ; (ver. 8.) but here 
the eighth day hath that honour put upon it (not the seventh), 
being added to the festival for a peculiar reason, and there- 
fore, to be observed in a very solemn manner ; for the feast 
of tabernacles fell in the time of vintage, when the fruits of 
the earth were, in a manner, all gathered, (Deut. xvi. 13.) 
from whence it is called by the name of the feast of in- 
gatherings, (Exod. xxiii. 16.), not because the whole feast 
was celebrated on this account, but because a principal 
part of it was kept on this score ; viz. the eighth day, as the 
other seven days were in memory of their dwelling in tents. 
But, that the eighth day had no relation to this is apparent; 
for they did not dwell in tabernacles on the eighth day of 
this feast, but only on the seven preceding; which being 
ended; they returned to their houses, and kept this day 
there to another purpose, here named ; for so it is expressly 
said,. ver. 42.. Ye shall dwell in. booths seven days; which 
being over, a great solemnity continued to another purpose, 
and was kept after another manner, not in booths, but in 
their houses. So Maimonides, in his More Ncvoch. (par. 
iii. cap. 43.) " That we go from the feast of tabernacles to 
another solemnity, on the eighth day, it tends to make our 
joys perfect ; which could not be done in tabernacles, but 
in large and spacious houses and palaces;" where they 
jnadc still greater feasts, as well as sung the praises of God 
at the temple, with trumpets and instruments of music; in 
which service some say. those, three. Psalms were used, 
which have the title of Alhagittith, (viz. Psal. viii. lxxxj. 
and lxxxv.) For gath signifies a wine-press, and therefore 
they think these Psalms were sung in the time of the vint- 
age. Certain it is, that the two last named were sung at 
-some great solemnity, wherein they celebrated Gods won- 
derful providence over them : and,- that they used to sing 
and shout at their vintage, is clear from Judges ix. 27. 
Isai. xvi. 9, 10. Jer. xlviii. 33. Hosea ii. 15. which the 
gentiles imitated; who, when they pressed their grapes, sung 
a song to Bacchus, which was. thence called Iwikvviog, the 
song of the wine-press: (see Scaliger, lib. i. Poet. cap. 15.) 

Now this being a time of such great rejoicing, in both 
respects, it led Plutarch into a fancy, that the Jews cele- 
brated two feasts unto Bacchus at this time ; for he writes, 
in' his Symposiacs, (lib. i. prob. 3.) that in the midst of 
the vintage the Jews spread tables furnished with all man- 
ner of fruit, and lived in tabernacles, made especially of 
palms and ivy wreathed together, and called the day which 
goes before the feast, the day of tabernacles. And then, a 
few days after, saith he, they kept another festivity; which 
openly shews it was dedicated to Bacchus, for they car- 
ried boughs of palms in their hands, &c. with which they 
went into the temple; the Levites (who he fancies were 
called so from Eviog, which was the name of Bacchus) go- 
ing before with instruments of music, &c. AH which may 
very well incline us to think, that the gentiles corrupted 
this holy festivity (as they did. other sacred institutions), 
and turned it into the profane Bacchanalia; which is no 
improbable conjecture of Jo. Mich. Dilhcrrus, in his Dis- 
sert, de Cacozel. Gentil. cap. 3. 

Ver. 40. And ye shall take you on the first day.] Then 
they began to build their booths, that they might dwell in 
them the rest of the feast. 



Bouglis of goodly trees, &c] Some fancy, that this is not 
a direction for the building of booths with these. branches^ 
but for the carrying them in their hands, as Josephus tells 
us, lib. iii. Antiq. cap. 10. And they say these branches 
were called hosannas, because they sung those words of 
the Psalmist as they marched along with these boughs in 
their hands, " Save now [in the Hebrew the word is ho- 
san-na] O Lord: O Lord, send now prosperity/ 5 Psal. 
cxviii. 25. And this is so riveted, in the .minds of the 
Jews, that Aben Ezra makes it the opinion of the Saddu- 
cees to hold that they were not for any other use. But it is 
evident, from Nehem. viii. 15., that they .cut these branches 
to make booths, and not to carry in their hands; though it 
is likely that this .might also be thought a fitting expres- 
sion of joy in aftertimes, especially, after they were ex r 
pelled out of their own land. It is not unlikely also that 
they celebrated this festival by singing of hosannas, among 
other tokens of rejoicing, praying for a happy new year, 
whose feast went a little before on the .first of this month ; 
whence the rabbins call this feast of tabernacles by the 
name of hosanna, and the last day of it they call hosanna 
wbba. . And they repeat this often, in their prayers at that 
time, as they tell us in their Minhagim (or books of rituals), 
saying,- . k , ... 

" For thy sake, O our Creator, hosanna. '* 

For thy sake, O our Redeemer, hosanna. 
For thy sake, O our Seeker, hosanna." ' 

As if they beseeched the blessed'Tririity to save them, and 
send help to them. In short, they call the prayers they 
say at this feast by the name of hosannas, /'as Joh. Mich. 
Dilherrus hath observed, lib. ii. Electorum, cap. 20. 

Bouglis] The Hebrew word pri signifies fruit, as is 
noted in the margin of our Bibles; from whence some have 
gathered that they were to be the boughs of fruit-bearing- 
trees; nay, the Jews fancy they were to be boughs with 
their fruit, as well as leaves on them. But Buxtorf made 
no doubt (in his sixteenth chapter of Synag. Judaica), that 
the word is rightly translated a bough, whether without 
fruit or with it; though in later editions of that book this 
passage be left out. 

Goodly trees.] The Hebrew word hadar doth not merely 
signify that which is beautiful and goodly, but that which is 
large and well spread; as is observed by Hottinger, in his 
Smegma Orientale, lib.i. cap. 7. where he thinks these words 
may be thus exactly translated, Take to you the boughs of 
. trees with broad leaves, such as the branches of palm-trees ; 
so that hadar is a general word, and branches of palm-trees 
a special instance of a tree with spacious leaves, which 
were the fittest to be used, because they were best able to 
defend them, either from heat, or cold, or rain. Maimo- 
nides takes this word to signify the boughs of a particular 
tree, which he will have to be a citron: and the Jews are 
so possessed with this opinion, that, at this day, they fancy 
the feast cannot be celebrated without such branches; and 
therefore the Jews now in Germany send into Spain, and 
endeavour to get one every year with the pomecitrons on it; 
and, after the feast, they offer the citrons to their friends 
as a great present. , Hottinger saith he had one presented 
to him at Heidelberg, that very year he wrote his book 
now mentioned. (See. Dr. Lightfoot, in his Temple Ser- 
vice, chap. G. sect, 3. and Buxtorf. Synag. Jud. cap. 2L.) 
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Branches of palm-trees.'] With which Judca abounded, 
and was so noted for them, that in the ancient coins a 
palm-tree represented that country. 

And the boughs of thick trees.] Which were shady, and 
afforded. a good shelter. The Jews take these for myrtles, 
which have very thick leaves and boughs, close one to 
another, though the leaves be small. 

And willows of the brook.] If this translation be right, it 
is likely they served only to twine about the rest, and bind # 
them together: and therefore, in Nehemiah viii. 15. no 
mention is made of them; their tabernacles not consisting 
of such boughs, which were used only for tho compacting 
and tying together the other. 

And ye shall rejoice before the Lord your God seven 
days.] These were the seven days of the feast of taber- 
nacles (as I noted before), which were spent in feasting, 
and other tokens of joy, with thanks to God for his great 
goodness, who had brought them out of the wilderness, 
where they had no fig-trees, vines, or pomegranates, into 
a country which abounded with fruitful trees of all sorts; 
which was the reason, Maimonides thinks, that Moses bids 
them take the boughs of the most goodly trees wherewith 
to build their booths, (More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 43.) 

But of all the joys at this festival none was comparable 
to that of drawing and pouring out water; concerning 
which the Talmudists have this noted saying, " He that 
never saw the rejoicing of drawing water, never saw re- 
joicing in all his life." The manner of which is described 
out of the Jewish writers by Dr. Lightfoot, in his Temple 
Service, chap. 16. sect. 4/ And our' blessed Saviour is 
thought 'to allude to it, when, in the last, the great day of 
this feast; he cried, saying, " If any man thirst, let him 
come unto me and drink, &c. out of his belly shall flow 
rivers of living water," John vii. 37, 38. But I have not 
met with any one that gives a tolerable reason of this cus- 
tom at the feast of tabernacles'; which I take to have been 
in memory of that water which followed them all the time 
they were in the wilderness, without which they had pe- 
rished; and in thankfulness to God, that he had brought 
them into a " land of brooks of water, of fountains and 
depths that spring out of valleys and hills," as well as into 
t€ a land of vines, and fig-trees, and pomegranates," &c. as 
Moses speaks, Deut. viii. 7, 8. 

Ver. 41. And ye shall keep it a feast unto the Lord seven 
days in the year.] He repeats it again, because it was of 
very great importance that they should keep in mind such 
a singular benefit as this, of their preservation in the wil- 
derness. 

It shall be a statidefor ever in your generations.] For the 
end mentioned ver. 4\\. 

Ye shall celebrate it in the seventh month.] They came out 
of Egypt in the first month, and then began to dwell in ta- 
bernacles at Succoth, (Exod. xii. 37.) and, from that place, 
were conducted ever after under the cloud, (Exod.xiii. 20, 
21.) which being in that month we call March, some may 
think it had been most proper to have kept this feast at that 
time of the year, and not in September. To which the Jews 
answer, that in March summer began, when it was usual 
for people to dwell in booths, as more refreshing than 
houses : so that if .they had kept this feast then, it would 
not have been known that they dwelt iu booths by a singu- 
lar command of God, and in memory of a Divine benefit ; 



but men would have thought tee season of the year led them 
to it. Therefore God appointed it in the seventh month, 
which is a time of cold and rain, when men commonly left 
their tabernacles, and betook themselves to their houses; 
that it might appear they did not go out of their houses into 
booths for their own pleasure, or from common custom, but 
by the Divine precept, in memory of a marvellous benefit: 
yet the fifteenth day of this month was appointed for tho 
beginning of this feast, because it was upon the fifteenth 
day of the first month that they marched out of Egypt to 
Succoth. 

Ver. 42. Ye shall dwell in booths seven days.] They left 
their houses for seven days, and went into the fields, and 
pitched their tents there, or on their house-tops, or in their 
court-yards ; as we read in Nehem. viii. 17. 

All that are Israelites born shall dwell in booths.] Sick 
people were excepted ; and the rabbins also freed women 
and little children from this obligation. If the rain likewise 
proved so great that they could not live there dry, and the 
cold so intense that it endangered their healths, they might 
all return to their houses. 

Ver. 43. That your generations may know that I made 
the children of Israel to dwell in bootlts.] This expresses 
the end and intention of this feast, which was, to preserve 
a memory in future ages of the goodness of God to their 
forefathers, in affording them his Divine protection ; which 
overshadowed them, and was a covering to them (when 
they had no houses), by that glorious cloud which went be- 
fore them to conduct them. For all the forty years they 
were in the wilderness, it overspread them like a taberna- 
cle, and defended them from the injury of the weather, and 
wild beasts, and all their enemies; they having no other 
shelter in that desolate place, but only this: and conse- 
quently, this feast was instituted to make them sensible how 
very happy they were in goodly cities and fine painted 
houses (as Maimonides speaks in the place abovemen- 
tioned), when they came to the good land promised to. their 
fathers, who wandered in a howling wilderness, without 
atiy certain dwelling-place. 

And another feast was tacked to this, on the eighth day, 
on purpose to make them more sensible of the happy ex- 
change of their condition from a wilderness into a land of 
corn, and wine, and oil, which they had plentifully gathered. 
Dr. Lightfoot, in his Harmony of the Evangelists, upon 
Luke iii. 21. hath another reason for the observation of 
this festival ; for which I can see no ground, and therefore 
do not mention it, but refer the reader to the first volume 
of his works, p. 477. 

Wlicn I brought them out of the land of Egypt.] For the 
very first place where they rested, after their first day's 
march out of Egypt, was called Succoth, (as I observed be- 
fore), that is, tabernacles; because here they began to spread 
their tents, in which they lived ever after, for forty years. 
Nay, in the very land of Canaan there were some who pre- 
ferred tents before houses, as appears by that phrase we 
meet with so often, when any assembly or army was dis- 
solved, They went every man to his tent. And, indeed, it 
was the most ancient way of living, for shepherds, and 
such as feed cattle, (as Moses observes, Gen. iv. 20.) and 
therefore no wonder it lasted so long among the Israelites, 
who originally were such people. 

I am the Lord your God.] Whose commands ought to 
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be observed, and whose benefits ought to be remem- 
bered. 

Ver. 44. And Moses declared unto the children of Israel 
the feasts of the Lord.'] So he was commanded to do, ver. 2. 
they being concerned, as much as Aaron and the priests, in 
keeping these holy solemnities in honour of the Lord. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

- Ver. 1. j&ND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.'] Di- 
rections having been given, after the setting up of the ta- 
bernacle, for the several sorts of sacrifices that were to be 
offered there (particularly upon the great day of atone- 
ment); and Aaron and his sons having been consecrated, 
and care taken that none of their posterity should minister 
before God, but such only as were without blemish; nor 
any other sacrifices be offered but such as were every way 
perfect ; and only such feasts observed as are mentioned 
in the foregoing chapter : he proceeds now to give order for 
the daily service of God in the sanctuary, which was not 
yet settled, till the princes had all made their offerings, &c. 
(Numb. vii. 1, 2, &c. viii. 1.) 

Ver. 2. Command the children of Israel, that they bring I 
unto thee.] The daily sacrifices were to be maintained at 
the public charge, and so were the incense and the lamps; ', 
and therefore it was proper to speak to all the people, in 
whose name the priests performed all these things, to take 
care they should be. furnished with them. (See Exod. xxx. : 
13, &c.) 

Pure oil-olive, beaten, for the light, to cause the lamps to 
burn continually.] All this hath been explained, Exod. 
xxvii. 20. where this order was first given, and now is 
commanded io be put in execution. It is not improbable 
that the oil, to make it more pure and free from all dregs, 
passed through two strainers into the lamps; as Fortunatus 
Scacchns endeavours to make out, (Myrothcc. i. Elaeo- 
chrys. Sacr. 10.) 

Ver. 3. Without the veil of the testimony, &c] This is a 
short expression, which, in Exod. xxvii. 21. is delivered 
more fully, without the veil, which is before the testimony, 
that is, before the ark. 

Shall Aaron order it.] He or his sons, as it is explained 
in Exod. xxvii. 21. 

From the evening unto the morning.] The Hebrew word 
boker properly signifies, that part of the morning which is 
from break of day till sun-rise; and the other word arvaim, 
the evening, after sun-set, till it be dark. Therefore, very 
early in the morning, and late at night, the priests were to 
look after the lamps. 

Before the Lord continually.] For the lamps burnt on 
one side of the sanctuary, as the table stood on the other 
side with the sliew-bread on it; and both of them before 
the Lord, i. e. before the ark of the testimony, where the 
Divine Majesty dwelt, (Exod. xxv. 30. xxvi. 35.) 

It shall be a statute for ever, &c] Exod. xxvii. 21. 

Ver. 4. He shall order the lamps upon the pure candle- 
stick.] The candlestick was made of pure gold,(Exoi. xxv. 
31. xxxvii. 17.) and thence seems to be called the pure 
candlestick, (Exod. xxxi. 8.) But here it is possible Moses 
may have respect to the making it clean every day, before 
the lamps were lighted. 
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Before the Lord continually.] Sec Exod. xxx. 7, 8. 

Ver. 5. And thou shall take fine flour.] Of the best wheat. 

And bake twelve calces.] These are called the bread of 
the presence (which we translate shew-bread), in the place 
now named, Exod. xxv. 30. where see what I have noted. 
They were prepared by the Levites, (1 Chron. ix. 32. 
xxiii. 29.) and were in number twelve, to represent the 
twelve tribes of Israel as continually before God, i. e. 
under the care of his gracious providence. Nor was this 
number diminished after the apostacy of ten tribes from 
the worship of God at the tabernacle; but still twelve cakes 
were set before the Lord, because there was a remnant of 
true Israelites among them, (1 Kings xxx. 18.) and this 
was a constant testimony against those apostates, and 
served to turn them back to the right worship of God at 
that place; where they were assured they and their sacri- 
fices would be acceptable, and no where else : which made 
Abijah mention this to Jeroboam and the ten tribes, among 
other things that should induce them to repent of their for- 
saking God and his dwelling-place; where he tells .them, 
* the priests, the sons of Aaron, minister; and the Levites 
wait on their business : and they burn unto the Lord, every 
morning and every evening, burnt- sacrifices and sweet in- 
cense: the shew-bread also set they in order upon the pure 
table; and the candlestick of gold, with the lamps thereof, 
to burn every evening," &c. (See 2 Chron. xiii. 9 — 11, &c.) 

Two tenth-deals shall be in one cake.] That is, two omers; 
for an omer was the tenth part of an ephah, (Exod. xvi. 
•36.) Where we likewise read, ver. 22. that every Israelite, 
while they were in the wilderness, gathered just this quan- 
tity against every sabbath. On which day these cakes 
being set upon God's table, (as it here follows, ver. 8.) Dr. 
Lightfoot thinks, both the measure and the time were de- 
signed to put tho Israelites in mind of their sustenance in 
the wilderness. 

Ver. 6. And thou shall set them in two rows, &c] One 
upon another, as the Hebrew writers expound it. Who 
say also, that they were set length-wise cross over the 
breadth of the table ; and that they were ten hand-breadths 
long, and five broad, and seven fingers thick.* (See Dr. 
Lightfoot's Temple Service, chap. 14. sect. 5.) 

Upon the pure table.] It was called pure, because it was 
overlaid with pure gold, (Exod. xxv. 24.) and, we may be 
sure, was kept very clean and bright. 

Before the Lord.] Who dwelt in the most holy place, be- 
fore which the bread was set. 

Ver. 7. And thou shall put pure frankincense.] The best 
that could be got, unmixed with any thing else. And there 
was no better in the worid than their neighbouring coun- 
tries afforded. 

Upon each row.] On the top of each row of cakes there 
was set a golden dish, with a handful of frankincense 
therein. 

That it may be on the bread.] Or, for the bread. That is, 
offered unto God, instead of the bread; which was to be 
given to the priests, who waited on him at his table, for 
their portion. 

For a memorial.] For an acknowledgment of God, and 
of his sovereignty over them; and to beseech him to be 
always gracious to them ; (see chap. ii. ver. 2.) and to re- 
present also (as Conradus Pellicanus understands it) that 
God was ever mindful of his people, and had a great love 
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to them; for the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and 
his ears open to their prayers. 

' Even an offering made by fire unto the Lord.] The frank- 
incense being set upon the bread, they seem to be consi- 
dered as one thing; part of which was to be offered unto 
God, and the rest to be given to his ministers. Now, in- 
stead of the bread, which w r as the principal, the frankin- 
cense was burnt every week unto the Lord, when the bread 
was eaten by the priests. "Which bread, it is evident, 
(ver. 9.) is called one of the offerings of the Lord made by 
fire; because this frankincense, which stood upon it all 
the week, was burnt, as an oblation to him. 

Ver. 8. Every sabbath he shall set it in order before the 
*Lord continually.'] The shcw-bread was prepared the even- 
ing before; and then, on the sabbath, four priests went in 
to fetch away the old loaves and frankincense that had 
stood there all the week before; and other four followed 
after them to carry new ones and frankincense in their 
stead : for two of them carried the two -rows of bread (six 
cakes a-piece), and the other two carried each of them a 
golden dish, in which the frankincense was set upon the 
bread.' (See Dr. Lightfoot of the Temple Service, chap. 
J 4. sect. 5.) 

Being taken from the children of Israel.] At whose charge 
they were provided, though prepared by the Levites. (See 
Neheiri.x. 32,33.) 

By an everlasting covenant.] By virtue of that command 
(which they had all agreed to observe) which required the 
shew-bread to be set before the Lord alway, (Exod. xxiv. 3. 
xxv. 30.) 

Ver. 9. And it shall be Aaron's and his sons'.] Who, as 
God's servants, ate of the bread which came from his table. 
• And they shall eat it in the holy place*] For the most holy 
things could be eaten no where else. (See chap. iv. 26. 29.) 
For it is most holy unto him.] See chap. ii. of this book, 
ver. 3. 

Of the offerings of the Lord made by fire.] It need not 
seem strange that this bread, which was not burnt upon the 
altar as meat-offerings were, should be reckoned among 
the offerings made by fire; for as the altar (where those 
meat-offerings were burnt) is called God's table, (Mai. i. 
12.) so this table, where the shew-bread stood, was really 
God's altar : insomuch that the bread, which was set upon 
it before him, was looked upon as offered unto him; and 
the frankincense set upon the bread, as a part of it, being 
really burnt, it may be called an offering made by fire. 
Thus the gentiles also, as an excellent person of our own 
hath observed, thought tables, rightly dedicated unto their 
gods, to supply the place of altars. So Macrobius saith, 
(lib. iii. Saturnal. cap. 11.) it evidently appeared, by Papy- 
rian's law, that arce vicem pr&stare posse mensam dicatam, 
a table consecrated might serve instead cf an altar. Of 
which he gives an instance in the temple of Juno Populo- 
nia; and tbcn proceeds to give a reason for it, because al- 
tars and tables, eodem die, quo ades ipsa, dedicari solent, 
were wont to be dedicated on the same day with the temples 
themselves. From whence it was that a table, /*oc ritu dcdi- 
cata, dedicated in this manner, was of the same use in the 
temple with an altar. (See Dr. Outram de Sacrificiis, lib.i. 
cap. 8.* n. 7.) . 

By a perpetual, statute.] As long as these sacrifices 
lasted. 



Ver. 10. And the son of an Israelitisk woman, whose fa- 
therwas an Egyptian, went out among the children of Israel.] 
In the Hebrew the words run thus ; And there went out the 
son of an Israelitish woman, and he was the son of an 
Egyptian man, in the midst of (ox, among) the children of 
Israel: which last words signify, that, though his father was 
an Egyptian by birth, yet he was become a proselyte by 
religion : and was one of those (as it is probable) who 
went along with the Israelites when God brought them out 
of Egypt, (Exod. xii. 38.) So R. Solomon Jarchi inter- 
prets this phrase, among the children of Israel: hence, 
saith he, we learn, that he was a proselyte of righteousness. 
And Aben Ezra to the same purpose, he was received into 
the number of the Jews. See a great many more in Mr. 
Selden, lib. ii. de Synedriis, cap. 1. numb. 2. where ho 
observes, that it is the common opinion of the Jews, this 
man was the son of him whom Moses killed in Egypt, 
(Exod. ii. 12.) 

And this son of the Israelitish woman and a man of Israel 
strove together in the campJ] When God was delivering the 
foregoing laws unto Moses, this case seems to have hap- 
pened. And the Jews say the controversy between these 
two was this: the former, looking upon himself as having 
a good right to it by his mother, came and endeavoured to 
set up a tent among the children of Dan, in that place 
where their tribe had pitched their tents ; which was op- 
posed by one of that tribe, who told him, the right of his 
mother would do him no service, unless his father had 
been an Israelite : for the law was, (Numb. ii. 2.) that every 
man of the children of Israel should pitch by his own 
standard, with the ensign of their father's house: which 
law, though given afterward, yet they suppose was .the 
rule before; by which this man was condemned, by those 
that heard the cause, to be in the wrong. 

Ver. 11. And the Israelitish woman's son blasphemed the 
name of the Lord, and cursed.] Sentence being given 
against him,, he uttered blasphemous tvords against God 
himself (perhaps renounced the Lord), and also cursed 
those judges that had condemned him. 

The Jews commonly think, that this blasphemy was his 
pronouncing the peculiar name of God, which he heard at 
Mount Sinai, when the law was given. But this is a mere 
fancy; for there were some reproachful words uttered 
against God, as well as against the judges, as appears 
from ver. 15. And they themselves acknowledge, that a 
proselyte was guilty of death, whether he cursed by the 
proper name of God, or any other, as Mr. Selden shews, 
(lib. ii. de Jure N. et G. cap. 12.) Pellicanus thinks it pro- 
bable that this man mocked at the foregoing laws, which 
were delivered about the worship of God ; and contemned 
God himself, when he was told by whose authority they 
were enacted. 

And they brought him unto Moses.] If the occasion 
of their strife was such as the Jews imagine, then Mr. 
Selden thinks it highly, probable that the cause had been 
heard and judged by some of the lesser courts established 
by Jethro's advice, (Exod. xviii. 21, 22.) where the blas- 
phemy had been so plainly proved, that he was convicted 
of it: but they, doubting about the punishment of so high 
a crime, referred the consideration of that to Moses, as the 
supreme judge. 
And his mother's name was Shelomith, the daughter of 
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Dibri, of the tribe of Dan.] I see no reason of mentioning 
the name of the woman from whom he was descended, but 
that all might be satisfied of the truth of this history. 

Ver. 12. And they pat him in ward.] Committed him to 
prison, that he might be secured till his punishment was 
declared. 

That the mind of the Lord might be shewed them.] In the 
Hebrew the. words are, Tliat it might bt expounded to them 
(viz. by Moses), according to the mouth of the Lord; that 
is," as the Lord should declare to him. And so Onkelos 
renders them, Till the matter ivas expounded to them, ac- 
cording to the sentence of the word of the Lord. For it is 
noted here, by a famous commentator among the Jews, (as 
Mr. Selden observes in the place beforementioned, lib. ii. 
de Synedr. cap. 1.) that God was consulted about this mat- 
ter, "Because they did not know whether he was to die 
for this crime ; or whether his judgment was to be expected 
from the hand of Heaven, or otherwise :" whence Jarchi 
says, .** They did.not know whether he was guilty, c>f death 
or not." And so Theodoret, Q. xxxiii. in Lev. There 
was no law, as yet, about this matter: but there was a 
plain law, that whosoever cursed, his father or mother 
should die, (Exod.xxi. 17.) from whence they might justly 
infer he was to be so punished, who cursed his heavenly 
Father; there being also another law against those that re- 
viled the judges and rulers, (Exod. xxii. 28.) And there- 
fore I take it, they only doubted what kind of death he 
should die, about which Moses consulted , the. Divine 
Majesty. ' "'"*.. * .*.**,, 

. Ver. 13. And the Lord spaie unto Moses, saying.] It is 
likely Moses went into the sanctuary to inquire of God, 
who, from the mercy-seat, pronounced the following sen- 
tence against him ; and also made a perpetual law about 
this case, with some others. 

Ver. 14. Bring forth him that cursed without the camp.] 
This is the sentence pronounced by the mouth of God, 
from whom they expected it. And, first, he orders the 
criminal to be carried forth out of the camp, as an unclean, 
(Numb. v. 2, 3.) nay, an accursed thing, (Josh. vii. 24.) 

And let all that heard him.] Next, he, orders the wit- 
nesses to be produced, who heard him speak the blas- 
phemous words. 

Lay their hands upon his head.] This was a peculiar 
thing in this case, hands being laid upon no man's head 
condemned by the Sanhedrin, but only upon a blasphemer. 
By which ceremony they solemnly declared, that they had 
given a true testimony against him, and thought him wor- 
thy of the death he was condemned to suffer; and, perhaps, 
prayed God, that all jthe punishment of this sin might fall 
upon this man, and not upon them, nor the rest of the peo- 
ple. And so the Jews tell us their manner was to say, Let 
thy blood be upon thy own head, which thou hast brought 
on thyself by thy own guilt* 

- And let all the congregation stonehim.] This was the last 
part of tjie sentence, that, when they that heard him curse 
had taken off their hands, all the congregation should stone 
him : which is the same punishment the law inflicted on him 
that cursed his father or his mother, (chap. xx. 9. see there.) 
. Ver. 15. And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, 
saying.] Upon this occasion anew law is made, in express 
terms, against blasphemy. 

Whosoever curseth his God.] Some of the Hebrews un- 



derstand this of a gentile, who lived among them, and was 
not yet solemnly made a proselyte of the gate, that, if ho 
cursed the god, which was worshipped in his country, he 
should die for it. (See Selden, lib. ii. de Jure Nat. etGent. 
cap. xdt.) And Procopius Gazseus extends the 1 Words to 
such persons as cursed the god they worshipped, though: 
he were a false god: which is according to the common 
rule of the Talmudists, that where we find these words, isch, 
isch (man, man, which we well translate whosoever), they 
comprehend gentiles as well as Jews. But, no doubt, this 
law particularly concerned the people.of Israel; whom God 
intended, by this law, to preserve from such horrid impiety 
as is here mentioned. . 

Shall bear his sin.] Be stoned. (See chap. xx. 9.) If the 
word cursethbe understood in the proper sense,Procopius 
well observes, that nothing could be, more senseless than 
this sin, and upon that account. deserved stoning; for he r 
that curseth his God, upon what God will he call to confirm 
his curse? But the Hebrew. word seems to import only 
speaking contemptuously of God. 

Ver. 1G. And he that blasphemeth the name of the Lord, 
shall surely be put to, death, &c] It is uncertain, whether 
this be a higher degree of the sin mentioned in the fore- 
going verse, or only a repetition of the same law, with a 
more-express declaration of the punishmenthe should bear 
for his sin. The Jews unreasonably understand it of him 
alone that expressed the name, i. e. the most holy name of 
God, as they say in Sanhedrin, cap. 7. numb. 5. where J oh. 
a Coch observes out of the Jerusalem Targum on Deut., 
xxxii.that it is thus explained, Woe unto those that in their 
execrations use the holy name; which it is not lawful' for the 
highest angel to express. But this is a piece of their super- 
stition: the meaning undoubtedly is, that if any man re-, 
preached the MostHigh, he should die for it ; but the mere 
pronouncing his holy name .could be no crime, when men 
might swear by it, though not take it in vain, (Dent. vi. 13.; 
Exod. xx. 7.) 

All the congregation shall certainly stone him.] As they 
were ordered to do with the present offender, (ver. 14.) 

As well the stranger, as he that is born in the land, &c] 
By stranger may be meant a proselyte, like the Egyptian, 
whose offence was the occasion of this law : but the Jews 
extend it to Samaritans and gentiles ; only they say, such' 
were to be punished by the sword, and not by stoning. 

Ver. 17. And he that Jcilleth a man, shall surely be put to 
death.] This law was given before, Exod. xxi. 12. And 
it is not easy to give an account why it is here repeated 
after the case of a blasphemer. Perhaps it was upon 
the occasion of the last words in the foregoing verse, as 
well the stranger, as he that is born in the land, ivhen he 
blasphemeth the name of the Lord, shall be put to death. 
For, after the following laws, they are repeated again as a 
general rule, (ver. 22.) that no man might think it haTd a 
stranger should be punished for blasphemy, as much as an 
Israelite, when in other cases the same judgment passed 
upon them both. Procopius Gq,zaeus thinks a murderer is 
joined with* a blasphemer, because they have the same mind 
and intention ; the one desiring to destroy God, if it were 
possible, as the other doth his neighbour. "Therefore the 
law puts them together; just as, on the contrary, when it 
commands the love of God, it couples with it the love of* 
our neighbour." So he, 
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Vcr. 18. And he that kitteth a beast shall make it good, 
beast for beast J] It was incongruous, as the same Proco- 
pius speaks, to annex unto the law against murder a law 
against other injuries. And coriccrning this, see Exod. 
xxi. 33, 34. For the Hebrew word behemah, here used, 
signifies such domestic tame beasts as aro there men- 
tioned. 

Ver. 19, 20. If a man cause a bleniish in his neighbour, as 
hehath done, so sfiall it be done to ft//rt,&fc.] This law con- 
cerns only free persons, not their slaves, and hath been 
explained, Exod. xxi. 24, 25. 

Ver. 21. And he that killeth a beast, he sltall restore it; 
and he that killeth a man, he shall be put to death.] This 
is a short repetition of the two first laws here mentioned, 
(ver. 17, 18.) to make them the more regarded. 

Ver. 22. Ye shall liave one manner of lata, as well for the 
stranger as for one of your own country.] In these, and in 
all other cases, as well as blasphemy, (ver. 16.) you and 
the stranger shall be judged by one and the same law. 

For I am the Lord your God.] Who will neither favour 
your wickedness, nor suffer theirs to go unpunished ; but 
do equal justice unto all. Yet the Jews, by a stranger 
here, will understand only a proselyte of righteousness, as 
they call him; that is, one who had entirely embraced their 
religion; for such alone, they imagine, weTC equalled with 
them. (See Selden, lib. iv. de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. I. 
p.4G8.) 

Ver. 23. And Moses spake unto the children of Israel, that 
they should bring forth him that had cursed out of their 
camp, &c] It appears, by this, that all the foregoing ad- 
monitions were repeated to Moses, upon the occasion of 
the law against blasphemy, before he proceeded to put it 
in execution. 

And the children of Israel did as the Lord commanded 
Moses.] Executed the whole sentence pronounced by God 
against the blasphemous person, (ver. 14.) 



CHAP. XXV. 

Ver. 1. AND the Lord spake unto Moses in Mount Sinai, 
saying.] That is, in the wilderness of Sinai, (Numb. i. 1.) 
For they stayed almost a whole year not far from this 
mountain, from whence they did not remove till the twen- 
tieth day of the second month of the second year after their 
coming out of Egypt. (See Numb. x. 11, 12.) And thus 
the Hebrew particle beth is often used for by or near, as 
in Gen. xxxvii. 13. Josh. v. 13. and we find this ex- 
pression again in the end of the next chapter, and in the 
conclusion of this book. Which shews that all here related 
was delivered to Moses in the first month of the second 
year after their coming out of Egypt, immediately after the 
tabernacle was set up, (Exod. xl. 17.) 

Ver. 2. Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto 
them.] For what follows was of universal concernment. 

When ye come into the land which I give you.] This law, 
though delivered before they left Mount Sinai, could not 
take place till they came into Canaan. 

Then shall the land keep a sabbath.] Rest from being 
tilled, or sown, &c. (See Exod. xxiii. 11.) 

Unto the Lord.] In obedience to him, and in honour of 
him. Some have understood the foregoing words, Wlien 



ye sltall come into the land whuh I give you, as if they were 
to begin the sabbatical yeaT as soon as they entered into 
Canaan: which is very absurd; for so, not the seventh, 
btit the first, would have been the year of rest. And that 
had been very inconvenient, if not destructive ; the war 
making such great waste, no doubt, that provision would 
have been very scarce, if no care had been taken for the 
ensuing year. It is to be considered also, that tho old 
store upon which they lived when they entered into the 
land of promise, was the fruit of the labour of the Ca- 
naanites, and not of the children of Israel. The meaning 
therefore is, that the seventh year after their entrance into 
Canaan, or rather, after they were settled, and had rest in 
it, they should let the land Test. 

The only question is, when this year was to begin? 
whether in the month of Tisri (which answers to our Sep- 
tember), w r hich was the ancient beginning of the year ; or in 
Nisan (answering to our March), which was made a new 
beginning of it, by an express law, Exod.xii. 2. the former 
still continuing the "beginning of the year for civil things 
as this for sacred. Now there is great reason to think that 
this sabbatical year was to commence from September, 
when all their harvest was over, which began in March. 
Then they were not to sow, as they were wont to do in Oc- 
tober, and the following months ; but to stay till tho Teturn 
of this season the next year: for, if this year had been to 
begin in March, they could not have reaped the harvest of 
the sixth year. 

Ver. 3. Six years shalt thou sow thy field, and prune thy 
vineyard, and gather in the fruit thereof] Exod. xxiii. 10. 
Bat what was allowed in other years, is forbidden in this. 

Vct. 4. But in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of rest 
unto the land, a sabbath for the Lord.] Or, unto the Lord, 
(as we translate it before, ver. 2.) who, though he gave this 
land to them, continued the proprietor of it (as he declares, 
ver. 23.) and the Lord in chief, himself; of whom they held 
it by this tenure, that they should till it, &c. only six years 
together, for their own use ; and In the seventh, let it lie in 
common, for such uses as he appointed. And it was for 
the honour of the Lord that they observed this law; for as 
the weekly sabbath was an acknowledgment that they weTe 
his, so this sabbatical year was an acknowledgment that 
their land was his. 

Tliou shalt neither sow thy field, nor prune thy vineyard.] 
By this he explains what he means by letting it rest. And 
these two words, sow and prune, comprehend all other things 
that weTe usually done about their fields or tTces, as plough- 
ing, digging, dunging, &c. And though a vineyard be only 
mentioned, yet it is plain, by Exod. xxiii. 10. that olive- 
yards are comprehended under the same law; and these 
arc mentioned only as examples of all other fruit-trees, 
which were to be left in common as these were. 

Maimonides seems to be something too curious in what 
he saith upon this subject; for, inquiring why Moses men- 
tions only these two things, solving and pnnring, his resolu- 
tion is, that for these two, if men offended in them this year, 
they were punished with that scourging called malkut; but 
if they offended in any other sort of labours belonging to 
tho culture of the fields, or of trees, they were not punished 
with the scourging of malkut (which was by a certain mea- 
sure, not exceeding thirty-nine stripes), but with the scourg- 
ing called mardut, i. e. of contumacy and rebellion, which 
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was without number or measure. As, if a man digged or" 
ploughed his ground ; if he gathered out the stones, or 
dunged it, &c; if he planted trees, or grafted, &c; he 
suffered the scourging of rebellion. And more than this, 
he saith, it was not lawful in the seventh year to plant any 
tree, though it was not a fruit-tree; nor to cut off the dead 
branches; nor to make a smoke under them to kill the 
worms ; nor to anoint young plants to preserve them from 
the bitings of birds, &c. If they did, they were liable to 
the scourging of mardut. Nay, he is so nice, as to say it 
was unlawful to sell to any man any instrument of hus- 
bandly in this year, as a plough, a yoke, a sieve, &c. ; yet 
he allows them, when they were under ihe oppression of 
the gentiles, and bound to find provision for their armies, 
to sow so much as would maintain them. Of which things 
he discourses at large, in his treatise called Schemitta ve 
Jobel, cap. 1. and cap. 7. 

Ver. 5. That which groweth of itself.] Either from seed 
which fell casually the year before, or from the old root 
which sprouted out again, as Maimonides expounds it in 
the same treatise, cap. 4. which is wholly about such things. 

Of thy harvest.] Of the corn scattered last harvest. He 
saith nothing of their gardens ; which, it is probable, every 
man had to his own private use, and was not bound to lay 
them open to all. 

Tliou shalt not reap.] That is, saith he, not the whole 
field, so as to gather it into cocks, and to tread out the 
corn with his oxen (if any did, they were scourged with 
thirty-nine stripes), but they might cut down a little, in 
common with other persons, and shake it out, and eat it, 
as he there determines, (sect. 2.) 

Neither gather the grapes of thy vine undressed.] In the 
Hebrew the words are, the vine of thy separation ; for it 
was separated this year from his dressing : and what he 
gathered in common with others, was not to be pressed in 
a wine-press, but with another instrument. The like he 
saith of olives, and of figs, and other things, which were to 
be ordered after another manner in this year than in the 
foregoing, (sect. 23.) 

For it is a year of rest unto the land.] This general reason 
is so oft repeated, to make them sensible they were no 
more to do any thing about their land this seventh year, 
than they were to labour upon the seventh day. But he 
acknowledges, that if a gentile hired land in their country, 
he was not bound to let it rest, (sect. 29. of that chapter.) 

Ver. 6. And the sabbath of the land.] Here the word 
sabbath signifies the fruit that grew in the sabbatical year; 
as the word sabbaths is used before (chap, xxiii. 38.) for the 
sacrifices upon the sabbaths. 

Shall be meat for you.] This explains the prohibition of 
reaping any corn this year, or gathering any fruit, not to be 
meant absolutely ; but only that they should not look upon 
any thing that grew this year as peculiarly theirs, because 
it grew in their ground, but let all be common to others as 
well as themselves. 

For thee, and for thy servant, and for thy maid, &c] 
This, and the next verse, shew that all the fruits of the 
earth were perfectly in common this year: for the very 
beasts were not excluded ; and, therefore, much less any 
man that dwelt among them, though he was uncircumcised. 
But it is very plain, likewise, that the owner of the land 
and his family were not forbidden to take their share, but 



might gather for their daily use as well as others, only not 
lay up any thing separate for themselves. 

Ver. 7. And for thy cattle, and for the beasts that are in. 
the land, shall all the increase thereof be meat.'] For his pwn 
cattle, and for other men's: which were not to be fed with 
the fruits which are proper to men; (as Maimonides ob- 
serves in the same book, cap. 5. sect. 5.) but if they came 
of themselves, and ate figs, for instance, they were not to 
be hindered. But it seems probable that wild beasts might 
be driven out of their vineyards, &c. in this year as well as 
others, because they made such waste as would have very 
much damaged the owner for the future. As for all other 
tame creatures, the Jews, (if we may believe Maimonides, 
cap. 7.) were so superstitiously careful they should have 
an equal share with themselves, that when there was no 
fruit any longer for the beasts in the field, they ceased to* 
eat what they had gathered for themselves; and, if they 
had any thing of it left, threw it out of their houses. 

Ver. 8. And thou shalt number seven sabbaths of years 
unto thee, &c] Which, put together, made forty-nine years ; : 
as it follows in the rest of this verse. They began their first 
account (as Maimonides there observes) from the fourteenth 
year after their entrance into Canaan ; for they were seven 
years in conquering the land, and seven more in dividing 
to every one their portion : so that the first sabbatical year 
was in the one-and^twentieth, and the first jubilee in the 
sixty-fourth year, after they came to the land of promise ; 
so he, cap. 10. where he observes, they numbered seven- 
teen jubilees from that time to their captivity in Babylon,- 
which fell out in the end of a sabbatical year, and the 1 
thirty-sixth of the jubilee. 

Ver. 9. Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubilee.'] 
The word jobel (which we translatcjw&iVeein the next verse) 
is not in the Hebrew, but teruah, which, in the margin, we 
translate loud of sound: for the trumpet was blown after a 
different manner at this time, than upon other occasions, 
that every one might understand the meaning of it. 

To sound.] In the Hebrew the word is, cause it to pass, 
that it might be heard every where throughout the land. 
So these words may be most literally translated, thou shalt 
cause to pass the trumpet loud of sound. 

On the tenth day of the seventh month, in the day of 
atonement.] This day was very fitly chosen, that this year 
might begin at the same time that a general atonement wag 
made for the sins of the whole nation : for they would be 
the better disposed to forgive their brethren their debts, 
when they craved pardon for their own. 

Shall ye make the trumpet sound (or pass) throughout all 
your land.] This is repeated, to make them careful to 
awaken every one to this duty, by the sound of the trumpet 
at every door; there being an unwillingness in most peo- 
ple to part with their servants, and their lands, &c. which 
they had long enjoyed. And therefore, every private man, 
as Maimonides saith, was bound to blow with a trumpet, 
and make this sound nine times, that they might fulfil these 
words of this precept, throughout all your land. By this 
means, as It. Levi Barzelonita notes, every one was the 
better inclined to hearken, when he saw it was a duty in- 
cumbent on the whole country, which all were to perform. 

Ver. 10. And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year.] Distin- 
guish it from all other years, by doing what follows. Mai- 
monides fancies, that these two precepts of numbering seven 
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sabbaths of years, (ver. 8.) and of sanctifying the fiftieth 
year, were delivered only to the house of judgment ; whose 
business, no doubt, it peculiarly was, to give notice of this 
year, and to cause the trumpet to be sounded, and all the 
following precepts to be observed. (Schemitta vc Jobel, 
cap; 10. num. 1.) 

And proclaim liberty.'] Unto all servants, who were this t 
year made free. 

Throughout all the land.] Even in all the highways, as 
Aben Ezra glosses, that every one might have notice. 

Unto all the inhabitants thereof] That is, to all the chil- 
dren of Israel who were servants ; or so poor, that they had* 
sold their estates, as it here follows. From these words 
the Jews gather, that after the tribes of Reuben and Gad, 
and half tribe of Manasseh were carried captive, jubilees 
ceased. They are the words of Maimonides in the fore- 
named treatise ; for then all the inhabitants of the landwcxe 
not in it. And therefore much more when they were all 
carried captive, they only numbered the rest of every 
seventh year without any jubilee. 

It shall be a jubilee unto you.] Whence this year hath the 
name o(jobel y there are so many opinions, that Bochartus 
himself scarce knew which to follow. Josephus saith it 
signifies IXtvStplav, liberty; and the LXX. and Aquila- 
translate it afewv, remission, having a regard to the thing, 
rather than to the import of the word jobel, which never 
signifies any. thing of that nature. D. Kimchi tells us, that 
It. Akiba, when he was in Arabia, heard them call a ram 
by this name of jobel; and thence some fancy this year, was 
so called, because it was proclaimed with trumpets of 
rams' horns. But what if there were no such trumpets'? ; as 
Bochart thinks there were not, these horns being not hol- 
low. - See Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 43. p. 425, &c. 
where several other opinions are confuted. The most pro- 
bable that I meet withal, is, that it was called jobel, from 
the peculiar sound which was made with the trumpet when 
this year was proclaimed. For the trumpet blowing for 
several purposes, viz. to call their assemblies together,, to 
give notice of the moving 6f their carnps, to excite soldiers 
to fight, and to proclaim, this year; there was a distinct 
sound for all these; ends, that people might not be con- 
founded, but have a certain notice what the trumpet 
sounded for. And this sound mentioned before (ver. 9.), 
was peculiarly called jobel, as Hottinger thinks, who con- 
siders a great many other opinions in his Analecta, Diss. iii. 
wherein he follows Joh. Forsterus, who, near a hundred 
years before, observed that jobel, which we commonly 
translate trumpet, (Exod. xix. 13. and other places) doth 
not signify the instrument itself, but the sound that it made. 
And when it is used absolutely alone, it signifies this year, 
which w r as called jobel, from that sound which was then 
made; as the feast of unleavened bread was called pesach, 
from tho angel passing over them when he slew the Egyp- 
tians. The opinions of the Hebrew writers about it are col- 
lected and largely represented by Josephus do Voisin, 
(lib. i. de Jubikeo, cap. 1.) 

And ye shall return every man unto his possession.] Unto 
his field, or his housp, which his poverty had forced him to 
sell: but now was restored to him without auy price, be- 
cause they were not sold^absojutely, but only till this year. 
By which means the estates qf the Israelites were so fixed, 
that no family could ruin itself Qr grow toq rich. For this 



law provided against such changes, revoking once in fifty 
years all alienations, and setting every one in the same 
condition wherein he was at the first. By which means 
ambition was retrenched, and every man applied himself 
with affection to the improvement of his inheritance, know- 
ing it could never go out of his family. And this applica- 
tion was the more diligent, because it was a religious duty, 
founded upon this law of God. 

And ye shall return every wan unto his family.] From 
which he had been estranged by being sold to another 
family, either by himself, or by. his father, or by the court 
of judgment. So here are two parts of the liberty, fore- 
named more expressly declared: their land, which was 
alienated, returned to the first owner; and such as were 
sold for servants into another family came home again 
to their own family, being freed from their servitude. 
Which was a figure of that acceptable year of the Lord, 
as St. Luke calls it, (chap. iv. 19.) in the prophet Isaiah's 
language, wherein our blessed Saviour preached deliver- 
ance to all mankind. The Jews themselves are not so 
stupid as to think nothing further was intended, but only 
freedom from bodily servitude in this year of jubilee ; for 
Abarbinel himself, in this' very verse, endeavours to disco- 
ver something of a spiritual happiness. For the former 
part of the words now mentioned, ye shall return every man 
to his possession, he saith, belongs to the body ; but the latter 
part, and every man unto his family, belongs unto the soul, 
and its return to God : so several others, whom J. de Voi- 
sin produces in the forenamed book, (cap. 2.) . And, if our 
Dr. Lightfoot hath made a right computation, the last year 
of the life of our Saviour, who, by his death, wrought an 
eternal redemption, and restored us to our heavenly inhe- 
ritance, fellin the year of jubilee, the very last that was 
ever kept. For, if we count from the end of tho wars of 
Canaan, which was seven years after they came into it 
(and I dp not know why we should not think they began to 
number then, and not seven years after, as Maimonides 
would have it), .there were just fourteen hundred years to 
the thirty-third of Jesus Christ, that is, just twenty-eight 
jubilees. And it is the confession of the old book called 
Zohar, as he observes, that " the Divine Glory should be 
freedom and redemption in a year of jubilee." (See Har- 
mony of the New Testament, sect. 59. and Usserii Chro- 
nologia Sacra, cap. 13.) 4 . 

Ver. 11. .A jubilee shall that fiftieth year be unto you,] 
It is a question, whether the year of jubilee was. the year 
following the forty-ninth year ; or, the forty-ninth year was 
the jubilee; which, reckoning the foregoing. jubilee for 
one, was the fiftieth year. Josephus Scaliger, in his* fifth 
book de Emend. Temporum, and several other great men, 
are of- this last opinion, to avoid a great inconvenience, 
which otherwise would ensue, viz. that the forty-ninth year 
being the sabbatical year, in which the land was to rest, if 
the next year to that had been the jubilee, two sabbatical 
years would have come immediately one after another; 
for the land was to rest in the year of jubilee, as it here 
follows. One would have expected, therefore, that in the 
forty-eighth year there should have been a special promise, 
that the. land should bring forth fruit for four years, and 
not for three only, as the. blessing is promised every sixth 
year, (ver. 21.) Thus Jacobus Capellus reasons, in his His- 
toria Sacra et Exotica ad A. M. 2549. But others think 
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-this objection not to be so great as to. make them" depart 
from the letter of this law, which saith, (vcr; 10.) ye shall 
hallow the fiftieth year; and here in this verse, a jubilee 
shall tliat fiftieth year be unto you. Though a very learned 
man, P. Cunceus, thinks this of no great moment either 
way ; for it is usual, in common speech, septimaham octi- 
duum appellare (and Hospinian, in like manner, wo call a 
we'ek octiduum, eight days, because we reckon titramq; 
Dominicam, both the Lord's days). And the greatest 
writers anciently called an olympiad, which contained but 
the space of four complete years, by the name of Quin- 
quennium. (See lib. i. de Republ. Judaeorum, cap. 6.) 
-Yet> besides the express words of the law, the consent of 
the Jews sways very much the other way"; for they accu- 
rately distinguish between the schemitta, or year of remis- 
sion, and jobel, the year of jubilee, even then when these 
two* solemnities succeeded each other; as I shall have 
occasion to observe on the next verse. 
< Ye shall not sow, neither \reap that which groweth of it- 
self in it.] Because it was the sabbatical year, (ver. 4, 5.) 
as some will have it; from the observance of which they 
were not absolved by its being the jubilee. But others 
think, as I observed, that the jubilee itself was a new 
sabbatical year. • . ' 

* Ver. 12. For it is the jubilee.] He doth not say it is the 
sabbath' of the land, as he doth of the seventh year, (ver. 
G.) Which makes for their opinion who think the jubilee 
was not the same with that, but a new sabbatical year ; r so 
that two years together they neither sowed nor reaped. 
'But they that maintain the other, opinion, look upon this 
only as a new reason why they should forbear such labour 
this year ; because, besides that it was the sabbatical year, 
it was also the jubilee ; a time of great joy, in regard of 
th6 liberty to which every one was restored; which made 
it more necessary every one should enjoy what the ;earth 
brought forth of itself, and none appropriate any thing to 
themselves. 

It shall be holy unto you.] Because it was the Lord's 
sabbath, (Yer. 3.) separate from the common employments 
x)f other years ; being dedicated to the uses expressed in 
this law; (vcr. 10.) which are two ; manumission of ser- 
vants, and restitution of men to their ancient possessions : 
unto which some add a third, viz. remission of debts. But 
the Jews are of a quite contrary opinion ; that in this the 
year of jubilee differed from the sabbatical year— that debts 
were'remittcd in the one, but not in the other. Whence 
those words of Maimonides, in the treatise I have so 
often mentioned : (cap. 10. sect. 1G.) e " In this the sab- 
batical year excels the jubilee, that it remits debts, which 
the jubilee doth not: but the jubilee in this excels the 
sabbatical year, that it sets servants free, and restores 
possessions, which the other doth not. And the jubilee 
likewise restores possessions in the very beginning of the 
year ; but the sabbatical year doth not release debts till it 
be ended." 

Ye shall eat the increase thereof out of the field.] By 
plucking what they needed for every day's use; but not 
by reaping, and gathering, and laying up in barns. 

Vcr. 13. In the year of this jubilee ye shall return every 
man to his possession.] This being the most remarkable 
thing belonging to the liberty of this year, it is therefore 
here again repeated. For it was so famous, that the 



heathens themselves took notice of it; insomuch, that 
JModorus Siculus saitb, (lib. xi.) it was not lawful for the 
Jews robs lliovq KkypovQ iro)\up, to sell their own inherit- 
ances: meaning, as Mr. Selden expounds it, (Lib. de 
Success, ad Leges Hebr. cap. 14.) to sell them quite, so 
as to alienate them for ever from their families ; which is 
expressly forbidden, (ver. 23.) And so the Locrians, as 
is observed by Aristotle in his Politics, were prohibited, 
by.their laws, to sell their ancient possessions. (See P. 
Cuna&us, lib. i. de Repub. Jud. cap. 4.) 

Many reasons are given, by learned men, for this law 
among the Jews, (see Menochius, lib. iii. de Repub. 
JHfcbraeor.'Quest. 3.) The most obvious is, that by this 
law God fixed the Jews to the land of Canaan ; since all 
their possessions were so entailed, that the right heir of 
any of them could never be wholly excluded from his 
estate ; but it would entirely return to him after a certain 
number of years. And, by this means also, they preserved 
a distinct knowledge of their several tribes and families 
to which they belonged; for which end their genealogies 
.were of necessity to be carefully kept, .that theymight.be 
able to prove their right to the inheritance of their ances- 
tors. By which means, as Menochius notes, it was cer^ 
tainly known of what tribe, and family the Messiah was 
when he was born. And M. Alix hath taken notice (which 
is worth- observing)/ that God ordered things so, that they 
should have the means of preserving their genealogies, by 
riot suffering them to continue in captivity out of' their 
own land,' for the space of two whole jubilees. . For they 
were but seventy years in Babylon ; in which short time 
their genealogies could not be easily confounded, espe- 
cially kince several who saw the first temple burnt, lived 
to. see the- second begin to be rebuilt. Two other reasons 
are most judiciously managed by Petrus Cuna3us, lib.,i. de 
RepubL Hebr. cap. 3. to which I refer the learned reader. 

Ver. 14. If thou sellest aught to thy neighbour; or buy est 
aught of thy neighbour's hand, ye shall not oppress one an- 
other.] As Moses took care that the wealth of some should 
not oppress the poverty of others, by making the foregoing 
law, that a poor man should not lose his land for ever ; so, 
in buying of a poor man's land, he, would hot have the rich 
man give less for it than it was worth ; no more than the 
poor man require more for it than its just value till the year 
of jubilee. 4 The Hebrew doctors have formed a rule about 
this: that if a man bought any thing for a sixth part less 
than its worth, or sold it for a sixth part more than its 
worth, he wag bound to restore that sixth part; but nothing 
at all if it were short of a sixth part, wherein he had.da- 
maged his neighbour. But if the difference was more than 
a sixth part, the buyer might rescind his contract, if the 
bargain was not quite finished, and require his :money 
again. And the seller (if the damage was on his side) 
might at any time require the thing to be returned, to him 
at the price for which he sold it. (See Selden,. lib, vi. de 
Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 5.) 

Ver. 15. According to the number of years after .the ju- 
bilee, thou shalt buy of thy neighbour.] They were to con- 
sider how many years were gone since the last jubilee, and 
consequently to purchase the profits of the remaining years 
till the next ; for they could not, either by sale or any other 
contract, transfer plenum fundi dominium (as Cunocus 
speaks), their full interest in the land to any other man. 
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And according unto the number of years of the fruits he 
shall sell unto thee.'] Ho that sold the remaining term of 
years till the jubilee was to consider, that every sixth year 
there was no fruit, and therefore he should demand nothing 
for them; but set his price only according to the number 
of the other years, not reckoning those. 

Vcr. 1G. According to the multitude of years thou shalt 
increase the price thereof and according to the fewness of 
years thou shalt diminish the price.] This is added only to 
make what was said before plainer, that the price should 
rise or fall, according as there were more or fewer years 
to come before the next jubilee. For example, Maimonidcs 
puts this case : if there be ten years to the jubilee, and a 
man buy another's field for a hundred pence; after which, 
the buyer having enjo} r ed it three years, the seller hath a 
mind to redeem it; he most then give to him that bought it 
of him seventy pence. In like manner, if the buyer have 
enjoyed it six years, the seller must give him forty pence. 

For according to tJte number of the years of the fruits doth 
he sell unto thee.] Therefore, if a man, saith the same Mai- 
monidcs, (cap. 11. num. 6.) sell another a field full of fruit, 
and, after two years, would redeem it, he must not demand 
him to restore the field as he sold it, full of fruit, because 
it is said here, according to the multitude of years, or few- 
ness of years (and, in the foregoing verse, according to the 
number of years after the jubilee), which shews the years 
only were to be considered in the redemption, and not the 
fruits. 

Ver. 17. Ye shall not therefore oppress one another.] The 
seller by demanding too much, nor the buyer by giving too 
little. 

But thou shalt fear thy God.] For nothing could be so 
powerful as the fear of God to restrain them from oppres- 
sion, and to preserve an equality between the land to be 
sold and the prico to be paid. 

For I am the Lord your God.] Whose land this is, and 
by whose favour you enjoy it. 

Ver. 18. Wherefore ye shall do my statutes, and keep my 
judgments.] Which are the tenure whereby you hold this 
land of me. 

And ye shall dwell in the land in safety.] And if you obey 
them, you shall not be disturbed in it by your enemies. 

Ver. 19. And Hie land shall yield her increase, and ye 
shall eat your fill, and dwell therein in safety.] lie encou- 
rages them in their obedience, by a promise of plenty and 
abundance, as well as of safety and security in their pos- 
sessions. 

Ver. 20. And if ye shall say, What shall we eat the seventh 
year? &c] To take away all distrust of his promise, he re- 
moves an obvious objection which might arise in their 
minds: that they might 'want food, if they neither sowed, 
nor gathered in their increase, in the seventh year, as he re- 
quired. 

Ver. 21. Then will I command my blessing upon you in 
the sixth year, and it shall bring forth fruit for three years?] 
This is* the answer to the doubt they might have of wanting 
sustenance, that he would bless them with such a plentiful 
crop in the sixth year, as should be sufficient for that and 
for the two following years, From which Petrus Cunocus 
thinks the argument very strong, that there were not two 
sabbatical years together, one in the forty-ninth, and an- 
other in the fiftieth year-, for then the earth in the sixth 



year should have brought foith not for three years, but for 
four; which was never heard of in any country. Palestine, 
indeed, was a country, to which God afforded an extraor- 
dinary blessing, beyond the common laws of nature; yet, 
since there are no testimonies of so great and frequent a 
miracle in the book of God, wc ought not easily to believe 
this. Thus he, lib. i. de Rcpub. Hcb. cap. 6. To which it 
may be replied, that this was not so frequent as he makes 
it, but only once in fifty years : and the reason why Moses 
here saith, the land should bring forth fruit for three years, 
and not for four, is, because he speaks only with respect to 
the common sabbatical years (every seventh year), not to 
the great sabbatical year, as they call the forty- ninth; be- 
fore which, God may very well he supposed to have blessed 
the earth with a larger crop than in any other preceding 
sixth year. Besides, though it is said they should not sou? 
in the jubilee, (ver. 11.) yet it is not said they might not 
prune their trees, as it is of other sabbatical years, (ver. 4.) 
so that they might be dressed as in other common years, to 
yield a plentiful increase for their support in the succeed- 
ing year. 

Ver. 22. And ye shall sow the eighth year, and eat yet of 
old fruit until the ninth year.] Some have interpreted these 
words, as if they were to eat the old store, till the fruits of 
the ninth year came in; and bring it as an argument, that 
the sabbatical year began in March; whereas the plain 
sense is, that the fruits of the eighth could not be thrashed 
out for food till the ninth year. And then the next words, 

Until her fruits come in, ye shall eat of the old store.] Are 
not to be understood of the fruits of the ninth year, but of 
the fruits of the eighth, which were to be eaten in the ninth. 
Till then they were to live upon the old store ; which served 
for two years, beside the sixth. 

Ver. 23. The land shall not be sold for ever.] Having 
mentioned the selling of their land, (ver. 14 — 16.) he here 
again enacts it should not be sold for ever : which may be 
called the lex agraria of the Jews, whereby estates were 
preserved in the family to which they belonged at the divi- 
sion of the land by Joshua: for they could not be quite cut 
off, as the words are in the Hebrew, which we translate for 
ever ; or, as it is in the margin, for cutting off; so that the 
seller and his heirs should be cut off from it, as Mr. Selden 
interprets it; or, as the LXX. elc fiefiatuxnv, by an aliena- 
tion never to be rescinded: but all estates were at the ju- 
bilee to return to their first-owners, or their heirs, though 
they had changed possessors a hnndred times, by being 
sold so oft. And the same law held in donations, as much 
as in sales ; as Maimonides observes. Yet this is to be 
understood only of absolute alienations, without any men- 
tion of time ; for if any man sold, without fraud, an estate 
to his neighbour for sixty years, it was not to return to him, 
or his heirs, in the year of jubilee, which came before the 
expiration of that term; for in the jubilee, saith he, nothing 
returns but that which was sold for ever, (Halicoth Scho- 
mitta ve Jobcl, cap. 11. sect. 2. and see Selden dc Suc- 
cessionibus ad Leges Hebr. cap. 24.) 

For tJte land is mine.] I reserve to myself the supreme 
dominion in it, and propriety of it; and have disposed it 
to you on such terms as I thought fit. 

For ye are strangers and sojourners with me.] These 
words suggest another sense of the foregoing ; that their 
land was God's, as he dwelt in a special manner there in 
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the sanctuary, .which was his royal palace: and they were 
all his tenants,- who held the land of him as long as he 
pleased; but were no more to him, than the proselytes 
were to them. The land was his, and not theirs; and they 
did but enjoy the use and the fruits df it, but had not the 
property. (See Mr. Mede, p. 157.) ' 

Ver. 24. And in all the land of your possession, ye shall 
grant a redemption for the land.] If any man whose po- 
verty had forced him to sell his land, grew afterward so 
rich, that he was' able to redeem it before the year of jubi- 
lee, this law provides he should be permitted to do it, and 
the buyer could not refuse it. But then this was to be done 
honestly and truly : he was not to borrow money of another 
man to redeem it; no, nor sell other land to redeem that 
which he had sold before, which they looked upon as a 
fraud to the buyer. Therefore he had this right, only in 
case he was grown rich since the sale ; otherwise he was 
to stay till the year of jubilee, when it returned to him for 
nothing. So Cunaeus out'of thfc same Maimonides, (lib. i. 
cap. 2.) 

Ver. 25. If thy brother be waxen poor, and hath sold 
away some of his possession.] No man, if we may rely upon 
the same Maimonides, might sell .his house or his field till 
the time of jubilee, unless poverty compelled him to it. For 
it was not lawful to sell it, that he might lay up the price of 
it in his coffer; or exercise merchandize; or buy goods, 
servants, or cattle ; but only buy necessary provision with 
it. But if any man did transgress, and employ the money 
otherwise, the sale notwithstanding was held to be good. 

And if any of his kin comfrto redeem it, then shall be re- 
deemed what his brother sold.] Here is a further enlarge- 
ment of this liberty ; that if any of his near relations would 
redeem the land he had sold (though he was not able to do 
it himself), it should be allowed : for the design of Moses in 
this law was, "Ne paucorum opulentia quandoque caetcros 
opprimeret," lest the wealth of a few should at any time 
oppress the rest. 

Ver. 26. And if the man have none to redeem it, and him- 
self be able to redeem it.] In the Hebrew it is, his hand hath 
attained and found sufficiency ; which justifies the limita- 
tion the Jews put upon this, (as I observed, ver. 24.) that 
he should not have the right of redemption, unless he was 
grown able to repurchase it since the sale of it. 

Ver. 27. Then let him count the years of the sale thereof, 
and restore the overphis unto the man to whom he sold it.] 
This was the manner of the redemption : they counted how 
many years were gone since the sale ; and if there remained 
just so many more to the jubilee, then he paid the buyer 
half the price at which he purchased it,'for its redemption. 
But if the number of years from the sale to the jubilee were 
not equal, then he deducted proportionable to the years he 
had enjoyed it since the purchase, and gave him as much 
as the years remaining till the jubilee were worth. And if 
he sold a field at first for a hundred pounds, suppose, and 
he that bought it sold it to another for two hundred, he was 
to redeem it, as Maimonides saith, according to what was 
first given for it, because it is said here, he shall restore tho 
overplus unto the man to whom he sold it. In like manner, 
if a man sold a field for a hundred pounds, which in th6 
hands of the buyer so improved, that'it might be sold for 
two hundred, the redemption was to be according to what 
was first paid for it. But if he sold it for two hundred 
vol. i. 
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pounds, and it was grown so much worse that it was worth 
but a hundred, it was to be esteemed in the redemption 
according to the present value: His reason is, because 
" the condition of him that sold his inheritance was always 
to be bettered ; and the condition of him that bought it to 
be made worse." 

Ver. 28. But if he be not able to restore it to him, then that 
tvhich is sold shall remain in the hand of him that bought it, 
until the year of jubilee.] If he could riot pay him the mo- 
ney it cost him, according to the forementioncd proportion, 
nor any of- his kindred redeem it for him, then he that 
bought it was to enjoy all the profits of it till the jubilee. 

And in the jubilee he shall go out, and he shall return to 
his possession.] The purchaser was to quit his possession of 
the land; and he that sold it enjoy it again for nothing. 
And whosoever he was that possessed the land at the jn- 
bilee, though it had been sold never so often before it came 
to him, the jubilee ejected him; and restored the land to the 
first owner, or his posterity. For no man, as was before 
observed, could either by sale, or any other contract, 
transfer the full dominion of his land to another man; so 
that it should be his for ever. ! < 

Ver. 29. And if a man sell a dwelling-house in the walled 
city; then he may redeem it within a whole year after it is 
sold.] This verse and the next make a great difference be- 
tween houses in walled cities, and lands in the country.- If 
such houses were sold, men could not redeem them from 
the purchaser when they pleased, but must do it within the 
compass of a year, or else they were barred fot ever; and 
the year of jubilee would not relieve them. 

■JVzthin a full year may he redeem it.] Hemightredeem it 
th6 hext day- after he had sold it, if he pleased, paying the 
full price that was given for it : and if he that sold it was 
dead, his son might redeem it: or if he that bought it was 
dead, it might be redeemed from his son, if done within the 
year : but his kindred could not redeem it, nor might he bor- 
row money to redeem it, nor redeem it by parcels; but he 
might sell some of his goods to redeem it. So Maimonides; 
in the forementioned treatise, (cap. 12.) where he saith, If 
a man sold a house in such a city, and the jubilee fell out 
in the year of sale, it did not restore the house to the seller; 
but continued his that bought it, unless within a year from 
the day it wag sold it was redeemed.. 

Ver. 30. And if it be not redeemed within the space of a 
full year, then the house shall be established for ever to him 
that bought it,] The reasons for this law seem to be such as 
these ; that by this means (as Menochius observes, lib. iii. 
de Republ. Hebr. cap. 11.) cities might be better filled 
with inhabitants ; who were invited thither, when they had 
hope of a settlement there. And secondly, that men might 
not rashly and easily part with 'their houses, which they 
could never recover, after they had let one year slip, which 
was allowed for their redemption. And thirdly, tribes and 
families wero not distinguished by houses they had in 
cities; from whence it was that the Levites might possess 
them, who 6therwise are said to have no possession in the 
land of Canaan. And lastly, perhaps it was intendedby 
this law, that proselytes, who were not of the Hebrew na- 
tion, and could have no fields or vineyards, might yet have 
something of their own stable and certain: .arid* not be 
forced always to want a perpetual possession. 

It shall not go out in the jubilee.] They say in the Ge- 
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mara of Bava kama, that the houses in Jerusalem were 
not subject to this law; because that city, as they pretend, 
did not belong to any certain tribe, (See L'Empereur 
upon that book, cap. 7. p. 172.) 

Ver. 31. But the houses in the villages, which have no walls 
round about them, shall be counted as the fields of the coun- 
try, &<*.] The quite contrary law is made for country- 
houses, which might be redeemed at any time; and if they 
were not, returned to their' first owners at the jubilee. 
The reason of this difference is yery plain; for the houses 
in walled cities were their own proper goods; but in the 
country they were accounted part df the land which was 
God's. And so these words are to be understood, they 
shall be counted as the fields in the country : that is, fall un- 
der the same law with the lands, (ver. 23.) I 

Ver. 32. Nohvitlistanding the cities of the Levites.] Of 
which we have an account, Numb. xxxv. 2. These are 
excepted from the foregoing law concerning houses in 
walled cities; as it here follows. 

And the houses of the cities of their possession may the Le- 
vites redeem at any time.] Not any of their houses ; but 
only those which they possessed in the forty-eight cities 
assigned* to them for their habitations. If they purchased 
houses in any other places, they were subject to the same 
law with other men, (ver. 29.) Insomuch, that a Levite, 
who was heir to his mother, who was an Israelite, was to 
redeem as other Israelites did, and not after the manner of 
the Lcvites ; for the Levites had aright different from other 
men only in the cities of their possessions ; as Maimonides 
observes in the foreeited book, (cap. 13.) But if an Israel- 
ite was heir to his mother, a Levite, he redeemed as the 
Levites did, though he were not of that tribe ; because the 
right of their redemption " was tied to the places, and not 
to the persons ;" as he there speaks. 

Ver. 33. And if a man purchase of the Levites, then the 
house that tvas sold, and the city of his possession (\. e.in 
the city of his possession), shall go out in the year of jubilee.'] 
If he did not redeem it before, it was to come back to him 
for nothing in this year. But there is another translation 
in the margin, which the first words will bear, viz. If one 
of the Levites redeem them. Though he was not near of 
kin, (ver. 25.) yet any Levite might redeem any of these 
houses: however, they were to be restored to that tribe at 
the jubilee. 

For the houses of the cities of the Levites.] It is plain by 
this, that in the foregoing words he speaks of the houses, 
and not of the cities themselves. 

Arc their possession among the children of Israel.] They 
were of the same nature with the land that other tribes had; 
which could not be alienated for ever. For they having 
no other possessions thaf could be sold, but houses, it was 
reason these houses should return to their owners at the 
jubilee, as other men's possessions did, (ver; 10.) 

Ver. 34. But the field of the suburbs of their cities.] See. 
Numb. xxxv. 4,5. 

May not be sold.] As their houses might be; but if any 
man bought them, the bargain was immediately void. The 
tradition among the Jews (as Maimonides says in the 
same place), was, that not be sold in this place, signifies 
not be changed; so as to turn a suburb into afield, or a 
field into a suburb; but fields, suburbs, and cities, were to 
continue perpetually in the same state. 



For U is their perpetual possession.] Their fields were to 
be always in their' own hands. And the reason why houses 
might be sold, when the fields could not, seems to be this : 
because the houses belonged to particular Levites, who 
might alienate them for a time, and not suffer much by it; 
but the fields of the suburbs were common to the whole 
body of the Levites, who would have been undone if they 
had wanted pasture for their flocks, which were all their 
substance. Some indeed fancy that these suburbs werb 
enclosed, and every family of them had its several por- 
tion; but as there is no proof of this, so, had it been thus, 
such families could not, without great inconvenience, have 
wanted their lands for the feeding of their flocks. 

Ver. 35. And if thy brother be waxen poor, and fallen to 
decay with thee.'] In the Hebrew it is, When his hand fail- 
eth; so that he is not able by his labour to support him- 
self and his family. 

Then shalt thou relieve him.] By bestowing alms upon 
him (as the Jews interpret it), not by lending him money; 
though the following words seem to incline this way: (sec 
Selden, lib. vi. de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 6.) 
, Fea, though he be a stranger or a sojourner.] By a 
stranger they understand a proselyte of righteousness, anii 
by a sojourner a proselyte of the gate; as Mr. Seidell 
there observes, out of Jarchi and Abarbinel, p. 694. They 
say Hyrcanus was the first that began %zvorpo<puv, to enter* 
tain strangers of other conntriesyby building hospitals for 
their reception. 

That he may live with thee.] Have a comfortable sub-* 
sistencc by the relief of charitable people; for every Jfew, 
they say, was bound to Contribute something towards it; 
and this was to prevent their selling themselves, as some 
did, through extreme' poverty, (ver. 39.) 

Ver. 36. Take thou no usury of him, or increase.] 
Though these are promiscuously used, yet the next verse 
seems here to expound usury to signify that which is taken 
for money; and increase that which is taken for corny 
fruits, or goods. They that would see more of these two 
words, nesek and tarbith, may consult Salmasius de Usuris, 
where he hath largely discoursed of them. I shall only 
further observe, that this precept follows the. other of re- 
lieving poor people by alms very fitly; because it is as 
great a chanty unto some to lend them money without; 
usury, as it is to give freely unto others* (Sec notes on 
Exod. xxii. 25. Deut. xxiii. 19.) - » 

But fear thy God.] Lest he that is so good to thee, 
should punish thee for thy inhumanity towards the poor; 
of whom he hath a care, as well as thee. 

That thy brother may Hue with thee.] This is repeated, 
to shew that by these laws God intended to provide for the 
poor such a comfortable subsistence in their own country, 
that they might not be tempted to forsake it, and therewith 
perhaps forsake their religion. 

Ver. 37. Thou shalt not give him thy money upon usury, 
nor lend him* thy victuals for increase.] Some thought, if 
they lent inoney freely; they might receive more than they 
lent of other things ; therefore, the latter clause of this 
verse was added, to prevent such oppressions as St. Jc- 
romo mentions; who says, some would lend a neighbour 
ten bushels, of corn, suppose, in winter, to receive fifteen 
bushels for itthe next harvest. 

Ver. 33. I am the Lord your God, which brought yon 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. XXV.] 



UPON LEVITICUS. 



475 



forth out of the land of Egypt.] Who have obliged you 
with far greater blessings than I command you to bestow 
upon others. 

To give you the land of Canaan.] Under such covenants 
as have been mentioned. 

And to be your God.] To preserve you in the possession 
of it in peace and plenty, if you keep these covenants, 
(ver. 18, 19.) 

- Ver. 39. And if thy brother that dwelleth by thee be 
waxen poor, and be sold unto thee.] Some were sold by the 
court of judgment, when they had committed theft, and 
were not able to make satisfaction; of whom the Hebrews 
interpret that place, Exod. xxi. 2, &c. Others were sold 
by their parents, (ver. 7, 8. of that chapter.) But others 
sold themselves, being reduced to great poverty, notwith- 
standing the alms that had been bestowed upon them, and 
the .money or goods that had been freely lent them. And 
of such the Hebrew doctors understand these words; and 
say, it was not lawful for a man to sell himself till his 
poverty was extreme, and he had nothing at all left,' but 
must preserve his life by the price which was given for 
him. Thus Maimonides, in these words; "A man might 
not sell himself to lay up the money which was given for 
him; nor to buy goods; nor to pay his debts; but merely 
that he might get bread to eat. Neither was it lawful for 
him to sell himself, as long as he had so much as a gar- 
ment left." See Seldcn, lib. vi. de Jure Nat. et Gent. 
cap. 7. where he observes, that the court of judgment 
might not sell a thief of their nation to any but to a He- 
brew; not to a proselyte of either sort; much less to a 
mere gentile. But if a Hebrew sold him to a proselyte, 
or to a gentile (which he was admonished not to do), the 
bargain was good; but he was to be redeemed .by his 
kindred, or by the people; as it here follows, ver. 48, 49. 
Which other people imitated, who derived their .laws from 
Moses; particularly the ancient Indians (as Huetius ob- 
serves out of Diodorus), whose philosophers commanded 
that none of their nation should submit themselves to ser- 
vitude, (Demonstr. Evang. propos.iv. cap. G.) 

Thou shall not compel him to serve as a bondservant.] As 
a slave, which they bought of other nations, or took in their 
wars ; over whom they had an absolute dominion (as they 
had .over their goods, or cattle), and might bequeath them 
and their children to their sons and posterity for ever, (ver. 
45, 46.) or sell them and their children at their pleasure. 

Ver. 40. But as a hired servant, and as a sojourner.] 
They were to treat him gently ; as they did those who let 
out their service for wages, for a certain time, and then 
>vere at their own disposal again. 

Shall he be with thee.] Some of the Jews have carried 
this very far.in speculation. For thus they gloss upon this 
place in Jalkut: "Let him be with thee in meat and drink; 
so that thou do not eat bread of fine flour, and he of bran ; 
nor thou drink old wine, and he new; nor thou lie on a 
soft bed, and he upon straw." But it is not likely that this 
was their practice. 

And shall serve thee unto the year of jubilee.] Beyond 
which time it was not lawful to keep him in service: for in 
the very beginning of .this year, all such servants were im- 
mediately dismissed. Which made the year of jubilee 
such a time of joy, that for nine days together, before it 
tPiBW; these servants kept a kind, gf Saturnalia, in pros- 
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pect of their approaching happiness. For, as Maimonides 
saith in the latter end of the tenth chapter of Schemitta ve 
Jobel, from the beginning of the year until the day of 
atonement, " Servants were neither dismissed,, nor yet 
served their masters ; but they did eat, and drink, and made 
merry; wearing garlands on their heads. And when the 
day of atonement came, the Sanhedrin commanding the 
trumpet to be sounded, all servants immediately went whi- 
ther they pleased; as lands were restored to their first 
owners." 

Ver. 41. And then shall he depart from thee.] His master 
to whom he was sold might keep him till the jubilee: 
whereas he that was sold by the court of judgment might 
go free, if he pleased, in the seventh year of release, (Exod. 
xxi. 2.) 

Both he and his children with him.] He that bought a ' 
servant of the court of judgment, was bound to maintain 
his. wife and children, if he had any, with meat, drink, and 
clothes; and yet they were not bound to serve him: much 
less did they remain servants, when their father's and mo- 
ther's servitude was at an end ; as Mr. Selden observes in 
the forcnamed place : and therefore it was much more rea- 
sonable in this case, that he and his children should go out 
together. 

And shall return unto his own family.] From which he 
was gone, while he remained a servant. 

And unto the possession of his fathers shall he return.] If 
any was befallen him since his servitude. 

Ver. 42. For they are my servants, which I brought forth 
out of the land of Egypt.] A good reason why they should 
not be treated like slaves ; because they were all redeemed 
by God out of the slavery of Egypt into a state of perfect 
liberty. 

They shall not be sold as bondmen.] Not publicly, and in 
the common place of sale, or in the street; but privately, 
and in a way of honour, (as the Jewish phrase is.) So 
Maimonides, alleged by Mr. Selden, in the forenamed 
place, p. 705. But the plainest sense is, they should not 
be used like slaves, while they continued in servitude; for 
though they had the use of them in all bodily employments, 
yet their bodies or persons were not theirs, and therefore 
they might not use them as they pleased. So it follows in 
the next verse. 

Ver. 43. Thou shall not rule over him with rigour.] As 

.Pharaoh did over all the Israelites* (Exod. i. 13, 14.) or as 

the Israelites were wont to do over their servants of other 

nations ; but gently use their service in such employments, 

as would not be unworthy of them if they were freemen. 

But shalt fear thy God.] Remembering that they were 
all slaves in Egypt, and delivered by his wonderful good- 
ness; which was thankfully and reverently to be acknow- 
ledged. 

Ver. 44. Both thy bondmen and thy bondmaids, ivhich 
thou shall have 9 shall be of the heathen.] If they would have 
any slaves, they were to be such of other nations, as were 
sold to tl)cm, or were taken by them in their wars. Whence 
the very name of mancipia came, as the Roman lawyers 
tell us, quasi manu capti: and the name of servus also, 
which signifies one whp w^s saved, when he might have 
been killed. 

Round about thee:] He doth not say, in the midst of thee ; 
for they were bound to destroy the people of Canaan. 
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Of them shall ye buy bondmen and bondmaids.'] If they 
had need of their service. But it does not appear that 
they had any great number of them ; nor had they any great 
occasion for them, being themselves so laborious, and 
breeding their children to look after their land and their 
cattle (in which their estates chiefly consisted), and being 
also so very numerous in a small country. 

Vcr. 4o. Moreover, of the children of the strangers tlmt 
do sojourn among you, of them shall ye buy-] Whether they 
were perfect proselytes by circumcision, or only proselytes 
of the gate,- (as Mr. Seldcn observes, lib. vi. de JureT^at. 
et Gent. cap. 8.) their children were not exempted from 
being made slaves, if they sold them to the Hebrews. t ,, 

And of the families that are with you, which they begat 
in your land.] If any of their family or kindred, as the 
LXX. translate it, had begat children in Judea, and would 
sell them, the. Jews might make a purchase of them. 

They shall be your ;. possession.] Become your proper 
goods,, and continue with you as your lands do, unless they 
have their liberty granted to them. And the first sort of 
proselytes obtained it three ways ; either Jjy purchasing it 
themselves, or by their friends ; or by being dismissed by 
their master, by a writing under his hand ; or, in the case 
mentioned in Exod. xxi. 26. where the loss of an eye, or a 
tooth, by the master's severity, serve only for examples of 
other maims, which procured such a servant his liberty. 
But the second* sort of, proselytes did not. obtain their 
liberty, if we may believe the jlebrew doctors, by this last 
means, but only by the two. first. £nd thq year of jubtfee 
gave no servants of either sort their liberty. 

Ver. 46. And ye shall take them as an inheritance for 
your children after you.] To whom they might bequeath 
the very bodies of them and their children. . , ;S 

To inherit them for a possession.] That they might have 
the same power and dominion over them, that they had 
over their lands, goods, or cattle. 

They shall be your bondmen for ever.] Not have the 
benefit of the year of jubilee, but be your slayes as long as 
they live ; unless they, by any of the means beforemen- 
tioned, obtained their liberty. , 

But over your brethren the children of Israel, ye shall not 
rule over one another with rigour.] As they did over the 
slaves beforcnamed ; whose masters (as the Hebrew doc- 
tors say) were not bound to find .them 'food and raiment; 
and; besides, might treat them with the greatest severity, 
provided they did not strike out an eye, &c. 

Ver. 47. If a sojourner or stranger.] The Chaldee inter- 
prets these words, an nncircumcised proselyte. And. so 
Maimonides says, they signify one who hath undertaken the 
precepts of the sons of Noah ; whom they also call, in 
their books, the pious among the gentiles. (SeQ Selden, lib. 
ii. de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 3. p. 151$.) 

Wax rich by thee.] As many of them did by trading, 
though they cqjild not purchase land. 

And thy brotlier that dwelleth by. him waxeth poor.] 
Which w r as a case, Moses supposes before, .(vcr. 35.) 
might happen. 

And sell himself unto the. stranger and sojourner by thee.] 
So J observed before (ver. 3D.) they might do, though they 
were admonished not to do it; and the bargain held good, 
though they sold themselves to a gentile. So Onkclos here 
translates it, If thy brother sell himself to an Aramite, i. e. 
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to an idolater; for idolatry xt as thought to have sprung, 
first from them : Terah, and Nalior being. Aramites, who 
were the first idolaters mentioned in the holy Scripture. \ 

Or to the stock of the stranger's family.] To one that 
sprung out of the family of a proselyte; who, though now 
incorporated into the Jewish nation, yet, being originally of 
a stranger's stock, was not to have the privilege to keep a 
Hebrew sold to him from the benefit of redemption. . 

Ver. 48. After that he is sold.] And actually in the pos- 
session of a stranger. 

He may be redeemed, &c] The Hebrews understand this, 
as if some of his. kindred were bound to redeem him; or, 
if they did not, he was, to be redeemed at the charge of the 
country; and that, though he sold himself a second time, 
after, he had been redeemed. But if he sold himself a third 
time, they looked upon him as. unworthy of redemption, 
unless it .were merely.to savo his life. (Sec Selden, lib. vi. 
de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 7.) Bat the fifty-fourth verse 
seems to suggest, that they were not bound to redeem him ; 
though they might, if they pleased, and his master could 
not refuse it. 

One. of his brethren may redeem him.] This Redeemer 
(saith R. Bechai) is the Messiah, the Son of -David, of the 
tribe of Judah: which I ^mention to shew, that the* Jews 
thought there was something more Divine couched under 
this law of the jubilee, (as I, observed, ver. 10.) than the 
very letter of it imported. Though the truth is, they 
wretchedly mistook the business of the Messiah: -for the 
same R. Bechai (speaking of thissection of the* law) saith, 
¥. It. contains a sign and a hope to Israel of redciiiption 
from. the captivity, of. the four monarchies;" as if the Mes* 
siah should have nothing to do, but to put them in posses- 
sion of their own country, and to make them lords of the 
world. 

Ver. 49. Either his uncle, or his uncle's son, may redeem 
him, &c] Here the persons are named by whom his re- 
demption might be made ; which, in short, was by any mart 
of his family. 

Or, if he be able, he may redeem himself] If, after his sale, 
an estate fell to him, whereby he became able to redeem 
his liberty. 

Vcr. 50. And he shall recko7i with him that bought him, 
from the year that he was sold to him unto the year of 
jubilee, &c] That no injury might be done to his master, 
they were to compute how long he had served him, and 
how long he had istill to sctvc, and what price was paid for 
him ; and then, according to the number of. years gone 
and to come, he was to make his demands : which is the 
meaning of the following, words, And the price of his sale 
shall be according to the number of years. 

According to the time of a hired servant shall it be with 
him.] The labour and service that he had done him was 
to bo valued, as they would .do* that of a hireling (who 
wrought for so much by the day or the year), and deducting 
that from the price which was given for him, the remainder 
was the price of this redemption. 

Ver. 51. If there be yet many years behind, according 
unto them he shall give again the price of his redemption.] If 
he had served but a few years, and there were many to 
come.before the jubilee ; then there was less to be deducted 
from what his master gave for him, and the price of his 
redemption was higher. But if there remained but fexo 
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years unto the year of jubilee (as it follows in the next 
verse), then less was to be given for his redemption, be- 
cause he had had his service a long time. 

Ver. 53. And as a yearly hired servant shall he be with 
him.'] His master was to treat him as a hired servant, who 
let out his service for wages by the year; and that both 
with respect, to the price of his redemption, and to his 
usage while he remained in his service ; as appears by the 
next words. 

And the other shall not rule with rigour over him.'] Use 
him harshly and severely; for one Israelite was not per- 
mitted to use another in that manner, (ver. 43.) and there- 
fore much less was it to be suffered from a stranger. 
- In thy sight .] If they observed any such rigorous usage, 
they were to endeavour to get it remedied by the authority 
of the magistrate. r : -; > .": 

Ver. 54. And he be not redeemed in these years, thm he 
shall go oat. in the year of jubilee.'] If neither his kindred 
nor country redeemed him, nor he was able to redeem him- 
self, (ver. 49.) from the time he was sold to the year of 
jubilee, he was to stay till then; when he went out, as 
others did, without paying any thing. for his liberty. By 
which it is evident, that he had .not the benefit of the seventh 
year of release, as Hebrew servants had who. served He- 
brew masters. For it had been unequal, if j Hebrews sold 
to proselytes had been discharged from their service so 
soon, when the children of proselytes sold to Hebrews 
(ver. 45.)wero to be their inheritance for ever. If was 
more reasonable (and therefore so here enacted), that the 
Hebrews sold to proselytes should not be.free till the year 
of jubilee, unless they were -redeemed by themselves or 
their friends. By which law also they were made more 
careful not to sell themselves to strangers. , ,£A mH 

He and his children with him.] It seems a proselyte was 
bound, when he bought a Hebrew servant, to maintain his 
family while he served him ; as the Hebrews were bound 
to do, when they bought one of their own nation, (ver. 31.) 

Ver. 55. For unto me the children of Israel are servants; 
they are my servants, whom I brought forth out of the land 
of Egypt.] He would not have .them serve with rigour, nor 
beyond the year of jubilee, because they were his servants 
by a peculiar title, being redeemed by him from the Egyp- 
tian bondage, where they were held a long time in cruel 
servitude, (ver. 38.) 

I am the Lord your God.] Your sovereign, who will be 
ever kind to you, while you serve and obey me. 

i .* \ 

CHAP. XXVI. 

Ver. 1.. JL Esliall make you no idols.] This precept hath 
been often mentioned ; but being now to enforce all his 
precepts by the most solemn promises and threatenings, he 
repeats the principal thing upon which all depended, which 
was, that they should keep close to the worship of him, the 
only God, and abhor all idolatry, which ho knew would 
corrupt their manners. , , 

The Hebrew word elilim .hath been observed before, 
(chap. xix. 4.) to express contempt; signifying the idols 
(as we translate it) which the heathen worshipped, to be 
mere empty vanities, things of nought, as we speak; and 
therefore to be rejected with disdain, rather than anyway 
regarded. ,... L ,:,j: . - . . 



Nor graven image.] The Hebrew word pesel signifies the 
image of any thing hewn out of wood or stone: (see Exod; 
xx. 4.) These images the gentiles did not worship, till they 
were dedicated and consecrated with certain rites and ce- 
remonies (which were very various^ according to the dif- 
ference of .the deities, and the superstitions of several 
countries), by which consecration they imagined their gods 
were invited to-be present iri these images and statues; 
otherwise they were not so stupid, as to worship wood and 
stone. 

Neither rear up a standing image.] The Hebrew word 
matsebah, is translated by the LXX. gtvXtiv, a pillar, as we 
also translate it in the margin. And if we translate it statue, 
or standing image, we are not to understand by it the figure 
of a man, or of any other creature; but, as* the Hebrews 
seem rightlyto take it, for any .work, an altar for instance, 
which is erected and set up for sacred assemblies to be 
held thereat, though they be to the true. God. So Maimo- 
nides, (as* Mr. Selden observes, lib. ii. de Jure Nat. et 
Gent. cap. 6.) who saith, this was the custom among idol- 
aters, to erect such statues to their gods. And so Pau- 
sanias saith (in his Achaica), that in ancient time among 
the Greeks, universally, avr\ dydkfxdnov &xpv dpyol \l9oiTi- 
ftac$tu>v, rude stones, instead of images, had Divine honours 
paid to them. (See Maimonides de cultu Stell. et Plan, 
cap. 6. sect. 8.) These were the most ancient monuments 
of all other; and being.plain and simple^ might be thought 
I to be less tempting and inviting, than those images which 
[ had the figure of men, or other creatures ; yet, even these 
' God forbids to his people, because he would have no re- 
[ presentation of him whatsoever, though it might seem to 
have no danger in it. These were they which. the Greeks 
called BairtXia. (See upon Gen. xxviii. 19. and Selden de 
• Diis Syris, Syntag. 2. cap. 1.) 

Neither set up any image" of stone in your land.] There 
was greater reason they should not set up Eben Masch- 
hith, which signifies carved or figured stones that had pic- 
tures cut in it, as the Hebrews understand it. (See Mai- 
monides in the place beforenamed, and Dionys. Vossius's 
notes upon him.) And Mr. Selden observes, also, it was 
unlawful to set up these in their land (as Moses here 
speaks), though it were without the temple; and it was no 
more permitted to a proselyte than to an Israelite. If 
any man did make such statues he was beaten. 

Possibly this may signify such images^ as were common 
among the Egyptians in aftertimes; which were not repre- 
sentations of their gods, but were full of symbols and 
hieroglyphics, expressing some of the perfections of their 
gods. These God would as little allow among his people 
as any of the former: such caution he used to prevent this 
sort offidolatry, by image-worship. 

To bow down unto it.] Though they did not worship it; 
but only worship God before it . 

I am the Lord your God.] Who admit of no such things 
where I am worshipped, (Exod. xx; 4.) 

Ver. 2. Ye shall keep my sabbatlis, and reverence my 
sanctuary, &c] See chap. xix. 30. whcre.therc is the same 
precept: which seems to be here repeated, because, if they 
kept his sabbaths, they would preserve them from idolatry, 
being appointed for the worship of the Creator of all things; 
especially if they, had such a sense of his Divine majesty 
as wrought reverence in them, even to his sanctuary. 
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Ver. 3. If ye walk in my statutes, and keep my command- 
ments, and do them.] If the regard you have to my majesty 
make you obedient to my laws. 

Ver. 4. Then ivill I give you rain in due season.] Here 
follow the promises of all things that men naturally most 
desire for their happy living here in this world. And first 
he assures them they should have fruitful seasons, which 
depended upon rain in due time, (Jerem. v. 24.) For Ca- 
naan was not a country like Egypt, which was watered and 
made fertile by the overflowing of their river; but without 
rain was quite barren. 

And the land shall yield her. increase.] Corn for the use 
of men ; and grass for the cattle. 

And the trees of the field shall yield. their fruit.] Which 
was very various, every one knows, such as figs, pomegra- 
nates, dates, apples, &c. which he promises they should 
never want. 

Ver. 5. And your thrashing shall reach nrito. the vintage, 
&c] This is a promise of such plenty of corn, that before 
they could have reaped it all, and thrashed it out, the vint- 
age would be ready, and call for their labour about it ; and 
before they could have pressed out their wine, it would be 
time to sow again: as .much as to say, they should have 
such abundance, that they should have scarce time enough 
to receive and lay up one blessing before another came 
upon them. 

And ye shall eatymir bread to. the fulL] Have.no .want 
of any sort of provision (which is comprehended under the 
.name of bread), but as much as you can desire : which pro- 
mise may seem to have. a peculiar regard to the command 
lately given, chap. xxv. 4. 11. though there he took care 
to. secure them by a special promise, that they should not 
want in those years, (ver. 20, 21.) and therefore much less 
in any other. 

And dwell in your land safely.] Plenty would have been 
little satisfaction to them, if they had been in danger to lose 
it, or to be disturbed in it; and therefore he promises to 
defend and protect them in the secure enjoyment of it. (See 
chap. xxv. 18; 1!).) 

. Ver. G. And I. will give peace in your land.] There shall 
be no insurrections or seditions in your country, which are 
wont to arise from poverty and discontent : for this seems to 
relate to peace among themselves; as the latter end of .the 
verse, to freedom from the desolations their enemies might 
make among them. 

And ye shall lie down, and none shall make you afraid.'] 
It is a promise to preserve them from housebreakers and 
robbeTS. 

And I will rid evil beasts out of the land.] Which (as it 
will appear from ver. 22.) made lamentable havoc when 
they increased, and were let loose upon them: but these 
God promises to extirpate, .if they would be obedient, 
either by hindering their breed, or making them devour one 
another; or driving them out of their country. 

Neither shall the sword go through your land.] Their ene- 
mies should not be able to penetrate their country, to make 
any ravage there. 

Ver, 7. And ye shall chase your enemies, and they shall 
fall before you by the sword.] This suppose$ their neigh- 
bour's might invade their country, but should fail in their 
attempt, and be driven away with shame. 

Ver,. 8, And five of you shall chase a hundred, and a hun- 



dred of y oil shall put ten thousand to flight] That is, a few 
shall be too hard for a great multitude ; as it proved in 
the conquest of Canaan: insomuch that Joshua saith, (chap, 
xxiii. 10.) One man of you shall chase a thousand. Which 
was fulfilled in the days of Gideon, who, with three hun- 
dred men, put to flight a vast army, (Judg. vii. 22.) 

And your enemies shall fall before you by the sword.] 
Which commonly made a greater slaughter in their flight 
than was made in the battle. 

Ver. 0. For I will have respect unto you.] The reason of 
which great success (as well as of the plenty beforemen- 
tioned), he would make them sensible, was God's great 
kindness and favour towards them, as the reward of their 
obedience. This Joshua most thankfully acknowledges, 
chap, xxiii. 9. 

And make you fruitful, and multiply you.] Make you a 
populous, and consequently a powerful nation. 

And establish my covenant with you:] Keep it inviolably, 
and most certainly perform it: (see Gen. vi. 18.) 

Ver. 10. And ye.shall eat old store.] Have a great deal 
of old corn left when the new is come in. 

Andbring forth the old because of the new.] Have so much 
of it left, as to want room for it when the new is to be laid up. 

Ver. 11. And I will set my tabernacle amongst you.] This 
is the great promise of all, that his tabernacle, wherein he 
dwelt among them, should remain and abide with them : for 
it was. set already .among them; but now he promises it 
should be fixed: that is, his Divine presence should conti- 
nue with them. 

And my soul shall not abhor you.] I wilLnot cast you 
off, because of your offences ; for which I havo appointed 
an expiation. 

Ver. 12. And I will tvalk among you.] Conduct you from 
place to place, all the time you are in this wilderness. For 
he dwelling in the tabernacle, in the cloud of glory which 
covered it ; when that cloud was taken up, the ark pre- 
sently moved to go before them, and led them to the next 
station, where they should pitch their tents, Numb. x. 11, 
12.;(See Exod. xxv. 8.) This is given as the reason why 
they should keep their camp from all impurities : (see 
Deut. xxiii. 12 — 14.) 

And J will be your God, and ye shall be 7iiy people.] 
Bring you to the land of Canaan; and there continue with 
you, and bless you, as my peculiar people. 

Ver. 13. 1 am the Lord your God, which brought you forth 
out of the land of Egypt.] I will not leave my own work im 
perfect; but as I delivered you from the Egyptian slavery, 
so I will continue to preserve your liberty and happiness. 

That ye should not be their bondmen.] Remain any longer 
their slaves, as they intended to make you for ever. 

And I have broken the bands of your yoke.] When you 
could not deliver yourselves, I set you free from the heavy 
burdens which oppressed you. 

And made you go upright.] They were so loaded with 
insupportable burdens in. Egypt, that they could not look 
up, but hung down their heads with heaviness : till God, 
by setting them free, made them go out from thence, not 
with dejected, but with cheerful countenances. For that 
is the meaning of making.them go upright: as freemen, not 
bowed down .with oppression, but lifting up their heads 
for joy at their deliverance : (see Exod. xjv. 8.) 
' Ver. 14. But if ye will not hearken unto me, and will not 
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do all these commandments.] After the promise of these ex- 
traordinary blessings, as the reward of their obedience, he 
threatens them with as extraordinary plagues and calami- 
ties, if they were disobedient. " And as nothing moves us 
more powerfully than hope of some good, or fear of some 
evil; so there are no greater blessings in this world than 
those which God's promises gave them hope to enjoy, nor 
greater evils than those of which his threatenings put them 
in fear. But such is the Divine goodness, he always offers 
mercy before he proceeds to judgment, and mingles judg- 
ment with mercy, before he proceeds in rigour of justice. 
Which will appear in the following threatenings. 

Ver. 15. And if ye despise my statutes, or if your soul 
abhor my judgments.'] They were not thus wicked at the 
first; but disobedience to God's commands (mentioned in 
the foregoing verse) proceeded to a contemptuous neglect 
of them; and that in time to an abhorrence of them. 
I So that ye will not do all my commandments.] Though 
often admonished by his prophets ; whose messages they 
not only rejected, but slighted and despised. 

But tlutt ye break my covenant'*] By forsaking him, and 
falling to idolatry. For that was the principal thing in the 
covenant, thattheyshouldhaveno other God, but him alone: 

Ver. 16. J also'tvill do this unto you.] I will alter the 
method of my providence towards you* 
* I will even appoint aver you*] Or, as it is in the Hebrew, 
upon you: causing the following diseases" to seize upon 
them (as the phrase signifies) and arrest them ; that they 
mig*htfeel the'heavy displeasure of Him, whose laws they 
set at nought.; . . 

Terror, consumption, and the burning ague.] It is not 
certain what diseases are comprehended under these "words; 
especially the first, bebalah, which "we translate terror. 
But, coming from a word importing haste arid precipitancy, 
I take it fo signify the falling sickness; whereby people are 
so suddenly surprised, that they sometimes fall into the'firo 
by which they sit.* • 

The other two words probably are rightly translated. 
For the next, sachepheth is By Kimchi and a great many 
others understood to signify a consumption, or a hectic fe- 
ver ; though R. Solomon and some others seem to take it 
for a dropsy; for he says it is a disease that puffs up the 
flesh, or (as David de Pomis) makes it to break out in 
blotches. (Sec Bochart in his Hierozoic. par. ii. lib.ii. 
cap. 18.) As for the last word, chaddachat, it coming from 
a word denoting great heat, may well be translated a burn- 
ing fever. 

That shall consume the eyes.] Make you look ghastly. 

And cause sorrow of heart.] Take away all. the comfort 
of life. 

And ye shall soiv your seed, but your enemies shall eat it.] 
Next to bodily sickness, he threatens them with the incur- 
sions of their enemies ; which was a higher punishment than 
the former, according to that of David, it is better to fall 
into the hands of the Lord than into the hands of men. 

Here also it is observable, he doth not threaten the worst 
that their enemies might do to them; but first, that they 
should carry away their harvest, and make a scarcity 
among them; and in the next verse, speaks of delivering 
them to he slain by them. 

Ver. 17. And I will set my face against you*] Be ex- 
tremely angry with you. (Sec chap. xvii. 10.) . 



And ye shall be slain before your enemies.] The neigh- 
bouring nations oft-times made great slaughter of them, 
and conquered them ; as we find in the book of Judges, and 
in the beginning of the first book of Samuel. . 

TJiey that hate you shall reign over you.] And grievously 
oppressed them, (Judges iv. 3. vi.2, &c.) This made them 
very contemptible; and was a just punishment of their- 
contempt of God's laws. 

And ye shall flee when none pursueth you.] Lose all your 
courage ; directly opposite to the promise, ver. 7, 8. 

Ver. 18. And if ye wilt not for all this hearken unto me.] 
If by these sore punishments they were not reclaimed from 
their idolatrous practices, he threatens to'send greater. 

Then will I punish you seven tunes more for your sins.] 
The number seven is used for any indefinite multitude, and 
therefore here signifies a great increase of their plagues; 
which, by their continued provocations, became more and 
more grievous than in former ages. 

. Ver. 19. And I will break the pride of your power.] That 
power wherein you glory. Which some understand of the 
sanctuai-y ; which in the days of Eli was forsaken of the 
ark of God's strength (as the Psalmist calls it), 1 Sam. iv. 
10, 11. But it seems rather to relate to their numerous 
forces, which at the first were every where victorious; but, 
after sundry defeats in foregoing times, were in the days of 
Saul reduced to such straits, that they hid themselves in 
caves, and pits,* and thickets, &c. and there was not a 
sword or a spear to be found in any of their hands (save 
Saul's and Jonathan's), when they should have fought with 
their enemies, (1 Sam. xiii. 6, 7. 22.) 

And I will make your heaven as iron, and your earth as 
brass.] The one, he means, should afford no rain, and the 
other, for want of moisture, bring forth no fruit; which 
must needs make a sore famine among them. 

Ver. 20. And your strength 'shall be spent in vain, &c] 
This is a further description' of that calamity ; when, after 
all their labour in ploughing and sowing their land, or dig- 
ging and dunging their trees, they brought forth nothing for 
their sustenance. We read in Scripture of such famines, 
wherein man and beast were ready to perish ; particularly 
1 Kings xvii. 1. 12. xviii. 15. 2 Kings viii. 1. 

Ver. 21. And if ye walk contrary unto me.] Go on in 
your idolatrous courses, directly contrary to my commands, 
(ver. 1.) 

And willnot hearken unto me.] Be obedient to the admo-* 
nitions of his prophets, whom he sent to call them to te- 
pentance. 

I will bring seven times more plagues upon you according 
to your sins.] As their sins increased, so did their plagues: 
for these that follow are more dreadful than the foregoing. 
And it was a high aggravation of their sins, that they would 
take no warning by the severe punishments which God 
inflicted upon their forefathers. This augmented his 
plagues upon succeeding generations; which, as Dr. Jack- 
son speaks, usually run by the scale of sevens; so that if we 
call the literal meaning to a strict arithmetical account, 
these later plagues were nine-and-forty times heavier than 
the former. But it is most likely, a certain number is put 
for an uncertain ; yet denoting a very great increase of their 
punishments, beyond what had been in preceding times. 

It ought to be observed, that there is in the margin an- 
other rendering of the £rst words of this verse ( If ye walk 
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contrary to me), which some follow ; If ye walk at all ad- 
ventures with me; that is, live carelessly, as if you had no 
regard at all to. me ; I will have as little regard to you, or 
concern for you. But the ancient translations go the other 
way. 

Ver. 22. I will also send wild beasts among yon, which 
shall rob you of your children, &c] If- the terrible famine 
would not work upon their stubborn hearts, no more than 
the forenamed sicknesses and wars, (ver. 16, 17. 19, 20.) 
then he threatens they and their cattle should be devoured 
by wild beasts ; the principal of which were lions, unto 
which the depopulation and devastation of countries are 
ascribed in Scripture; particularly in the prophet Jere- 
miah, (chap. ii. 15. iv. 7.) where the Assyrians and Nebu- 
chadnezzar are therefore compared to lions, because by 
those fierce beasts countries were sometimes laid deso- 
late; man and beast being destroyed by them. We read 
of no other that killed .the people; planted in Samaria by 
the king of Assyria, instead of the Israelites, whom they 
carried away captive, (2 Kings xyii. 25.) And God threat- 
ened to destroy the remnant of Moab, by the same means, 
(Isai. xv. 9.) But there were other wild beasts also to do 
this execution, (Jer. v. G.) As bears, who killed two-and- 
forty children at one time, (2 Kings ii. 24.) . Serpents and 
cockatrices, (Jer. viii. 17.) , And in general, that prophet 
threatens the destruction of Judea by such creatures, 
(Jer. xv. 3.) Nor are example^ wanting in other histories 
of such calamities; one monument of which continues still 
in the church. For the solemn prayers in Rogation week 
were first instituted (as Sidonius relates), by Mamertus 
bishop of Vienne, in France, for this reason among others, 
that wolves and other wild beasts did very great mischief 
in those parts. (See Sirmondus, in lib. vii. Epist. 1.) 
Nay, some countries have been. so infested with smaller 
creatures, particularly Spain, by conies, that they left no 
thing untouched; being noxious not only to roots and 
seeds, but subverting whole towns, which were undermined 
by them. And in the neighbouring islands, called Ba- 
leares, they were so plagued .with them,, that they were 
forced to petition Augustus to .send soldiers to defend 
them from these little animals. (See Bochartus, in his 
Phaleg. lib.iii. cap. 7.) , .. > * „ * . : 

And your highways shall be desolate.] For travellers 
would not venture into the highways, for fear of the wild 
beasts, and because of the scarcity of people to give them 
entertainment. It is observable, that this plague is di-; 
rectly opposite to the blessing promised unto their obe- 
dience, (ver. 6.) where he saith, I will rid evil beasts out of 
the land; which was never overrun with them till it was 
overspread with wickedness. 

Ver. 23. If ye will rwt be reformed by me, by these 
things.] He would have them observe his hand in all these 
punishments; by which, he intended their.rcformation. 

But will walk contrary unto me.] See ver. 21. 

Ver. 24. Then will I also walk contrary unto you.] Serve 
you in your kind, and still make your plagues more griev- 
ous, as your stubbornness grows more obstinate. To what 
was said before of this matter, I shall add the interpreta- 
tion of Maimonides, in his More Nevoch. (par. iii. cap. 
36.) where he thus glosses on this place : " If, when I in- 
flict upon you these punishments, you believe them to be 
accidental things, mere chances (so he understands the 



word keri, which we translate contrary), then will I deal 
with you according to your opinion, and lay more heavy 
punishments upon you: for because they believed these 
plagues happened by accident, which were the consequents 
of their false opinions and evil works, therefore they did 
not reform them ; as Jeremiah saith, (chap. v. 3.) Thou hast 
stricken them, but they have not grieved" Thus he. 

And will punish you yet seven times for your sins.] If we 
should, follow the literal exposition mentioned ver. 21. 
then those plagues there threatened being seven times mul- 
tiplied, would make the plagues threatened in this verse, for 
their multiplied transgressions, three' hundred and forty- 
three times greater than the first, ver. 18. But the mean- 
ing is only, that they should still grow more numerous and 
more destructive. 

Ver. 25. And I will bring a sword upon you.'] This 
seems to be no new plague, having been before threatened, 
ver. 17. Therefore the meaning is, that he would send 
three sore judgments upon them, all at the same time, viz. 
war, pestilence, and famine; which are contained in this 
and the 'next verse. Of war and famine at once, see Jer. 
xiv. 18. and xvi.4. Of pestilence added to them, together 
with captivity, chap. xv. 2 — 4. and xliv. 12, 13. and see 
Ezek. vi. 11, 12. and still worse, Ezek. xiv. 21. 

That shallavenge the quarrel of my covenant.] My quar- 
rel with you for the breach of that covenant which you so- 
lemnly made with me, (Exod. xxiv. 3. 8. and xxxiv. 10— 
12, &c.) : 

And when you are gathered together within yovr cities.] 
Thinking there to defend yourselves against your enemies, 
by impregnable fortifications. 

J will send the pestilence among you.] To destroy the 
soldiers in your garrison. 

And ye shall be delivered into the hand of the enemy .] 
Forced to surrender, because you have no men left to de- 
fend tho place. 

Ver. 26. And when I have broken the staff of bread.] 
Taken away itspbwer to nourish you (as Bochart expounds 
it), or rather, taken bread itself from you, which is the sup- 
port of life by a sore famine, (ver. 10.) If they either 
wanted corn to make bread, or their com had no heart in it 
(as we speak), either way they would be starved. 

Ten women shall bake your bread in one oven.] That is, 
there shall be such scarcity, that a small oven shall be suf- 
ficient to bake bread Tor ten families, i. e. for a great many, 
as the number ten in Scripture signifies, (1 Sam.i. 8. Job 
xix. 3.) 

And they shall deliver you again your bread by weight*] 
Distribute to every one in the family a certain quantity; 
not enough to satisfy them, but only (as we speak) to keep 
body and soul'together. So it follows : 

And ye shall eat, andnot besatisfied.] Never have enough 
to satisfy their hunger; but, by eating, made to crave the 
more to eat: so Pellicanus glosses, who thus concludes 
his notes on these verses, Hcec sunt anna Dei contra insen- 
satos, &c. " Tltese are the weapons of God against stupid 
wretches; w r hich no wicked man can evade, when God in 
anger begins to fall upon them. Let no man, though never 
so great and rich, hope to be safe from* the hand of the 
Lord, who can kill kings by worms and lice when he 
pleasethT - 

Ver. 27. And if you tvill not for all this hearken unto me, 
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but walk contrary to me.'] If all these plagues have no bet- 
ter effect upon you than the former. (See ver. 21. 23, 24.)* 
« Ver. 28. Then ivill I also walk contrary to you in fury'.] 
His indignation rises proportionable to their offences: for 
now he not only saith he mil set his face against them, (as 
he speaks, ver. 17.) but proceed against them, in fury ; by 
such punishments as should quite ruin them. 

And I, even I will chastise.] The very manner of speech 
expresses anger and indignation : being as if he had said, 
I will make you know who it is that you have despised, 
(ver. 15.) The wovAjissarti also, which "we render chastise, 
imports smarter punishments than those expressed by hic- 
kethi,I will smite, or punish you, (ver. 24.) 
. Seven times for your sins.] If w r e should by a literal ac- 
count multiply the number of plagues mentioned, ver. 24. 
seven times, the threatening here would amount to this: that 
their rebellion, not amended by so'many plagues, but con- 
tinued still from age to age, (notwithstanding all the correc- 
tions inflicted on them for their reformation, ver. 23.) should 
in conclusion be punished one thousand one hundred ninety- 
seven times more severely than at first, (ver. 18.) But the 
simple sense is, that their obstinate contempt of his laws, 
should be punished with new and more grievous plagues. 
Which was fulfilled, as our Dr. Jackson observes, (book i. 
on the Creed, chap. 22.) in their captivity, in the days of 
Manasseh, Jchoiachim, and Zedekiah: and again in* the 
time'of Ptolemy, the first under Antiochus Epiphanes. For 
these latter calamities were at Ieastsemi times greater (both 
for extent and durance) than the former persecutions, 
which they suffered from the Philistines, Moabites, Ammon- 
ites, and Syrians. By all which, and by what follows, it 
plainly appears, that these threatenings were a kind of pre- 
diction. For Moses evidently foresaw they would not prove' 
go obedient as he desired, (Dcut. xxxi. 27, 29.) and conse- 
quently that these threatenings, in case of disobedience, 
would turn into prophecies. Unto every one of which their 
history exactly answers ; as the book of Deuteronomy will 
give me occasion to shew more fully. 

Ver. 29. And ye shall eat the flesh of your sons, and the 
flesh of your daughters shall ye eat.] This is the very utmost' 
calamity that could come upon a people : and yet (as Con- 
radus Pcllicanus observes) it is put before the throwing 
down of their high places and images, &c. As if the de- 
vouring of their children (such was their incredible lust 
after idols) wotfld seem a less evil to them, than the loss of 
their images. 

This was fulfilled among the Israelites in the siege of 
Samaria, (2 Kings vi. 29.) and among the Jews in the siege 
of Jerusalem before the Babylonian captivity, (Lament, i v. 
10.) and in the last siege by Titus, as Josephus relates, 
(lib. vii. de Bello Judaico, cap. 8.) 

Ver. 30. And I will destroy your high places.] Where 
they were wont to worship their idols, according to the 
manner of the heathen ; who built temples, and altars, and 
offered sacrifices to their gods, upon mountains and high 
hills ; especially such as were shaded with trees. Inso- 
much, that the Indians in Philostratus call the high moun- 
tain Caucasus, Scwv 61kov, the house of the gods. And the 
ancient Persians, (as Herodotus saith in his Clio, cap. 131.) 
tTrl to. v^r\K6rara twv opttov dvafiaivovreg, going up to the top 
of the highest mountains, there offered sacrificesunto Jupiter; 
calling the whole circle of the heavens by that name. ■ And 
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in the island Naxus the highest mountain was also conse- 
crated to him; as from his worship on Mount Athos he fet 
called 'ASwoe in Hesychius. They that would see more 
of this matter, may look into Cuperus's Apotheosis Ho- 
meri, p. 15, 16, &c. And the reason of their choosing these 
places for their worship was, because they thought their'- 
sacrifices would be more acceptable there than in valleys. 
For, as Lucian himself saith, they thought themselves in 
such high places to be nearer to their gods, and so should 
more easily obtain audience, "0™ twv jvx^Xcwv ayxuQtv 
hratovm ol Seoi. (Lib. de Dea Syr.) and Tacitus saith the; 
same in the last book of his Annals. 

How much the Israelites were inclined to follow the 
nations of the world in this, appears too plainly by their 
history ; which shews that high places were frequented in 
the reigns of their good kings, as well as* of their bad. 
Yea, they were so fond of them, that when they could not 
go to them, they offered upon the tops of their houses, 
(Jer. xix. 13. xxxii. 29. Zeph. i. 5.) 

And cut down your images.] The Hebrew word cham- 
manecem, which we translate your images, properly signifies" 
temples erected for the worship of the sun, as Aben Ezra % 
says upon this place. For it is certain that the Hebrews 
call the sun Chamma; from whence comes the word Cham- 
man, the temple of the sun : whom the ancient Phoenicians 
took to be the Lord of Heaven. So Sanchoniathon, Tovtov* 
yap (speaking of the sun) Scov lv6f.uZov fiovov ovpavov Kv- 
piov. Though it is very probable, that, as superstition in- 
creased, the name of Chammanim was given to other tem- 
ples, as well as those of the sun. (See Bochart in his Ca- 
naan, lib. ii. cap. 17.) Others take this word to signify 
what the Greeks call UvpaOeta and UvpeXa, temples of the 
fire; which being worshipped by the eastern people, tem- 
ples were erected in honour of it. But this is not much 
different from the former : the Persians worshipped the sun 
in the fire, which was the symbol and representative of the 
Sun : (see Selden Syntagma ii. de Diis Syris, cap. 8.) 

And cast your carcasses upon the carcasses of your idols.] 
Which were both burnt together, as some imagine. How- 
ever, this expresses the utmost contempt both of them and : 
of their idols ; who were alike detestable. Their fondness 
of them also when they were alive seems to be represented 
by throwing' them upon them when they were dead. And 
the Hebrew word gillulim (which we barely translate idols), 
importing something belonging to the dunghill, is taken by 
some to signify the images of Baal-pcor; who was wor- 
shipped, as the Jews say, after a most beastly manner. 
These idols, whatsoever they were, though dressed up 
finely, yet were no better than dead carcasses, without any 
life or soul in them. And we might think (if that supersti- 
tion were so old) that Moses alludes to the little images of 
Isis, which were made of plaster and clay, and are found 
frequently in the sepulchres of Egyptians at this day. Unto 
which Christoph. Arnoldus (in his epistle to Wagenscil) 
thinks the Talmudists allude, when they say that Pharaoh's 
daughter, becoming a proselyte to the Jewish religion; 
washed herself in the river Megullile, from these dunghill 
idols (as some render it) of her -father's house, (Excerp. 
Gemaras in Sota, cap. l.'sect. '40.) The Dutch interpreters 
translate it drecfagoden, not merely for the matter (as 
Arnoldus thinks), but also for the form of a beetle, which 
lives in dung : for so they represented Isis, as Plutarch 
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tells us in his book de Isid. et Osir. (See Wagenseil Sota, 
p:117G.) 

And my soul shall abhor you.] As so offensive to me, 
that I can bear with you no longer. This is directly oppo- 
site to his promise, if they would be obedient, ver. 11. My 
soul shall not abhor you. 

Ver. 31. And I will make your cities waste.] Their walls 
being thrown down, and their houses burnt. 

Arid bring your sanctuaries unto desolation.] They had 
but one sanctuary, and therefore some think their synar 
gogues are comprehended under this name; for they are 
sometimes called sanctuaries, as I observed before. But 
the sanctuary, properly so called, having several parts, 
which were all holy, Moses may be thought to speak of it 
here in the plural number. . As Jeremiah represents the 
Jews, saying, " The temple of the Lord, the temple of the 
Lord, the temple of the Lord aro these;" (chap. vii. 4.) that 
is, both these courts wherein wo stand, as well as that of 
the priests, and the most holy place, aro all the Lord's 
temple. Or the word your is to be applied to such places 
of worship as they themselves had consecrated, in opposi- 
tion to God's sanctuary. 

And I will not smell the savour of your sweet odours.] 
This seems to determine the meaning of saiictuaries to 
God's own house, where siveet odours of incense, made of 
several sweet spices, were daily offered unto him: which 
being a representation of their prayers sent up to him, he 
here declares that he will not be appeased by them, nor by 
any sacrifices they could offer to him, but utterlyreject'them. 

Ver. 32. And I ivill bring the land into desolation.] The 
people being carried captive, or forced to flee into strange 
countries, (ver. 33.) 

And your enemies which dwell therein shall be astonished 
qt it.] They that possess this country, out of which you are 
expelled, shall be amazed when they reflect upon the ca- 
lamities that are fallen upon you: which Jeremiah de- 
scribes as very dreadful, (chap. vii. 20.) and often mentions 
the astonishment wherewith they were struck, who beheld 
them, (chap, xviii.16. xix. 8. xxv. 9.11.) and see 2 Chron. 
xxix. 8, 9. which shews this began before Jeremiah's time. 

Ver. 33. And J will scatter you among the heathen.] Some, 
fled into one strange country, and others into another, ac- 
cording as they could find means and opportunity; inso- 
much, that there were no known places where they were not 
dispersed. So Jeremiah threatens, chap. xiii. 24. xv. 4. 
.And I will draw a sivord after you.] So Jeremiah 
threatens those that would go into Egypt for safety ; that 
*f the sword which they feared should overtake them there," 
(chap. xlii. 10— 18.) 

. And your land shall be desolate, and your cities waste.'] 

For they that were left there, and their enemies to" whom 

the country was given, were not enough to cultivate the 

land und build their cities. By all this, as well as by what 

follows, it appears that here is a plain prediction of the 

.miseries that came upon Israel, by Tiglath-Pileser and Sal- 

manasar; and upon Judah by Nebuchadnezzar; who laid 

their cities M'aste, destroyed the sanctuaries, despoiled 

them of their goods, drove them into strange countries, 

and, as it here follows, made their land keep its sabbaths. 

Ver. 34. Then shall the land enjoy her sabbaths, as long 

as itlieth desolate, and ye be in your enemy s land, &c] 

This is a most bitter reproach to them for their ingratitude 
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to God, and inhumanity to their brethren, in not keeping 
the sabbatical year, mentioned in the foregoing chapter. 
Dr. Hammond hath another notion of the word, which we 
translate enjoy: (see Note g. upon Psal. cii. p. 504.) 

Ver. 35. As long as it lieth desolate' it shall rest.] Lie un- 
tilled, as it ought to have done every seventh year. And 
it lay thus seventy years; because, as some think, they had 
neglected to keep so many sabbatical years : which we 
cannot think to be true, without supposing that they kept 
none for half the time, from their entrance into Canaan, till 
they were expelled out of it by the captivity of Babylon. 

Because it did not rest in your sabbaths, when ye dwelt 
upon it.] " For in those four hundred and ninety years 
(says Procopius Gazaeus), when they were under the govern- 
ment of kings, there were seventy years to be kept as sab- 
baths : which, that the land might enjoy its sabbaths, were 
spent in the captivity of Babylon." We do not expressly 
read, indeed, of this profane neglect, while they dwelt in' 
their land; but Jeremiah complains, that they did not, in 
his time, give their servants liberty in the seventh year, 
(chap, xxxiv. 17.) and he gives this as one reason why God 
delivered them up to slavery, (for so I understand those 
words, Lam. i.3. "Judah is gone into captivity, because of 
affliction, and because of great servitude.") And from thence 
we may conclude, that the same covetous humour (and dis- 
trust of God's providence) made them not suffer their land 
to rest in that year ; especially since the author of the 
second book of Chronicles expressly mentions this as a 
reason of their captivity, to fulfd the word of the Lord by 
the mouth of Jeremiah the prophet, until the land had en- 
joyed her sabbaths; for as long as she lay desolate she kept 
sabbatlis, to fulfd threescore and ten years, (2 Chron. xxxvi. 
21.) Now their punishment in this was made the more re- 
markable, if itbe tnic, that both the kingdom of Samaria 
and the kingdom of Judah were destroyed in a sabbatical 
year; and that immediately after a jubilee, the city and 
temple were destroyed by Titus, according to Scaliger's 
computation. And so I observed before Maimonides makes 
account, (chap. xxv. 8.) that the year when they were car- 
ried captive to Babylon, and the first temple destroyed, was 
in the expiration of a sabbatical year, (Schemitta ve Jobel, 
cap. 10. sect. 3.) 

Ver. 36. And upon them that are left alive ofyou.~] This 
imports that the body of the people should be destroyed. 

I will send a faintness into their hearts in the lands of 
their enemies.] Where their spirits sunk under their present 
miseries. 

And the sound of a shaken leaf shall chase them.]. And 
yet they were condemned to live in continual dread of 
more miseries. For the Hebrew word we translate faint- 
7iess signifies softness, which could not support the weight 
of their affliction. And this last phrase imports such a 
timorousness as should make their life always uneasy to 
them, and such a cowardice asshould render them vile and 
despicable. And so they are noted at this day to be mean- 
spirited and faint-hearted: it being scarce ever heard, that 
a Jew listed himself for a soldier, or engaged in the de- 
fence of the country where he lives. 

And they shall flee, as fleeing from a sword, and fall 
when none pursueth.] Fancy they hear the sound of trum- 
pets or clashing of arras; which made them start and run 
away, nay, fall into a swoon, when there was no danger. 
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Such terrors the heathen themselves have observed, in men 
of an evil conscience, who arc afraid of their own shadow, 
as they say of Orestes. 

f Ver. 37. And they shall fall one upon another.'] As people 
are wont to do, when they make too much haste, and run 
confusedly;. or the foremost hinder the flight of those that 
follow, (Jerem. xlvi. 16.) 

As it were before a sword, &c] For fear of the sword ; as 
this Hebrew phrase certainly signifies, and is so translated 
in the margin of eur Bibles, Isa. xxi. 15. and xxxi. 8. (See 
Bochartus in his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 8.) 

And ye shall have no power to stand before your enemies.] 
Being so timorous as to flee when there were none (as it 
goes before), they could not stand before them when they 
appeared. 

Ver. 38. And ye shall perish among the heathen.] Die 
with grief, or by diseases, poverty, oppression, and hard 
usage. 

• And the land of your enemies shall eat you up.] Inso- 
much, that the ten tribes never returned to their own land: 
but either perished by hunger and bad accommodations ; 
or were swallowed up (as we say) into the body of another 
nation. 

Ver. 39. And they that are left of you shall pine away in 
their iniquities, in their enemy's land.] With grief and sor- 
row, and sad reflections upon the miseries into which their 
sins, and the sins of their fathers, had thrown them: inso- 
much that death was more acceptable to them than life, 
(Jerem. viii. 3.) 

And also in the iniquities of their fathers shall they pine 
away with them.] Especially those of Manasseh king of 
Judah, whose wickedness was so great, that the zealous 
reformation which his grandchild made could not turn 
away " the fierceness of God's great wrath against them," 
(2 Kings xxiii. 26, 27.) 

Ver. 46. If they shall confess their iniquity, &c] Though 
Moses had been above three times as long in recounting 
the plagues, which he either foresaw, or feared would come 
upon them for their sins, than in the blessings which he 
promised should follow their obedience: yet he plainly 
shews, that the blessings would have far excelled the 
curses, had not their disobedience hindered. For after all 
these dreadful calamities were come upon them, he con- 
cludes with a most gracious promise, that God would re- 
store them to their own land, from whence they were ex- 
pelled, if they truly repented of those sins which were the 
cause of it. 

He means, by confessing their iniquities, and the iniqui- 
ties of their fathers, &c. acknowledging them with such un- 
feigned sorrow as wrought repentance; without which he 
gave them no hope of deliverance. And it is well observed 
by a great divine of our own, that if, without confession of 
their fathers* iniquities, they could not be absolved ivomtheir 
own, their fathers' iniquity not repented of was their own, 
and so was the punishment due unto it. 

And that they have walked contrary to me.] Both they 
and their forefathers; whose ways had been so contrary 
to God's laws, that, if they sincerely confessed it, God ex- 
pected they should take the quite contrary course, and 
observe those precepts carefully which their fathers had 
violated. 

Ver. 41. And that I also have walked contrary unto them, 
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and have brought them into the land of their enemies.] Bo 
sensible that all the miseries they have endured came not 
by chance, but were the just punishment I sent upon them 
for their sins : particularly that it was by my order that 
they were carried captive into a strange land. 
. If then their uncircumcised heart be humbled.] By an un* 
circumcised heart seems to be meant a heathenish temper 
of mind, insensible of God; which made them stubborn 
and refractory ; and, therefore, this phrase is the same with 
a hard heart: for which there was no cure, but such re- 
markable judgments, as evidently carried in them the marks 
of a Divine hand : which when they saw, and submitted to 
it, he gives them hope of deliverance. . 

And they accept of the punishment of their iniquity.] 
Patiently bear it, as their just desert; and acknowledge 
they do not deserve to be delivered from it. 

Ver. 42. Then will I remember my covenant with Jacob, 
and also my covenant with Isaac, and also my covenant with 
Abraham.] See Exod. iii. 6. He promises to restore them 
to their own land; according to the covenant made with 
their forefathers, that he would give it them for ah everlast- 
ing possession. For to remember a covenant, or promise, 
in Scripture language, is to perform it, and make it good. 
Accordingly we find the forenamed confession made by 
Daniel, (chap, ix.) and he makes it in the name of all the 
people; among whom, no doubt, there were many that 
heartily joined with him : and then followed their wonder- 
ful restoration in the reign of Cyrus; of which we read, 
Ezra i. &c. 

And I will remember the land.] Repeople it with its 
former inhabitants, &c. See 2 Chron. xxxvi. 22, 23. where 
this immediately follows the relation he had made of the 
land being laid desolate. 

- Ver. 43. TJxe land also shall be left of them, and shall enjoy 
her sabbatlts, &c] This verse is very obscure; unless we 
take it to speak of a new expulsion out of their land, after 
their reduction to it. And then the next words, 

And they shall accept of the punishment of their iniquity.] 
Must be interpreted, after they had accepted, or though 
they had accepted, &c. This made their sin the more pro- 
voking; that they offended God again, when he had so gra- 
ciously forgiven them, and delivered them from a dismal 
captivity. 

Because, even because they despised my judgments, and be- 
cause their soul abhorred my statutes.] Returned to the very 
same wicked disposition for which they had been formerly 
expelled, (ver. 15.) This was fulfilled by degrees, by the 
successors of Alexander, and at last by the Romans. 

Ver. 44. And yet for all that, when they be in the land of 
their enemies.] He would not have them utterly despair of 
mercy, even after a new banishment, which hath now con- 
tinued many ages. For this promise is not yet fulfilled; 
as Dr. Jackson observes, book i. on the Creed, chap. 31. 
sect. 9. - 

I will not cast them away, neither will I abhor them, to de* 
stroy them utterly.] As we see at this very day they are not 
destroyed utterly, but remain a great body in several coun- 
tries; after above sixteen hundred years' expulsion from 
their own land. 

And to break my covenant with them.] Never more to 
own them for my people. 

For I am the Lord their God.] I still continue to have a 

3Q2 



484 



A COxMMENTARY 



[Chap, xxviir 



peculiar right to their obedience, as they have to my kind- 
ness, if they will return to their duty. 
i Ver. 45. And I will for their sakes remember the covenant 
of their ancestors, &c.] The meaning cannot be, that God 
would be so gracious for their sakes who were so very 
wicked ; but, as the words in the Hebrew are, he would/or 
them (t . e. for their good and advantage) remember the cot;e- 
nant of their ancestors, whom he had brought forth out of 
the land of Egypt ; that is, once more deliver them from 
their miserable condition, and restore them to his favour, 
that he may be their God. And that great man (now men-: 
tioned on the foregoing verse) observes, " That the con : 
tinuation of their plagues seems so much interrupted, and 
the plagues themselves so much mitigated, in the last age 
(since the gospel hath been again revealed), as if their 
misery were almost expired, and the day of their redemp- 
tion drawing nigh." But then they must first confess their 
iniquity, and the iniquity of their fathers, (as Moses speaks 
before, ver. 40.) with their trespass which they trespassed 
in crucifying Christ the Lord, and accept the punishment of 
their iniquity, acknowledging that so horrid a crime de T 
served so long and so heavy a punishment For every 
child (as he observes in another place, book xi. p. 3750.) 
is born, as it were, heir to his father's sins, and to their 
plagues; unless he renounce them by taking their guilt 
upon him, and such hearty confession as this law prescribes, 
and patient submission of himself to God's correction. 

Ver. 46. Tliese are the statutes, andjudgments, and laws, 
which the Lord made between him and the children of Israel.] 
This may be thought to refer either to all the foregoing book 
of laws, or to what is said in this chapter. Menochius 
thus expounds it: These are the punishments which God 
threatened to the breakers of his laws. But it is more 
reasonable to take in the whole, in this manner, These are 
the statutes, and judgments, and laws (together with the 
promises and threatenings annexed to them), which the 
Lord made between him and Israel. 

In Mount Sinai. ~\ See chap. xxv. 1. 

By the hand of Moses.'] By the ministry of Moses, who 
delivered these, laws from God's own mouth. 

It is obvious to observe, that, instead of these are the 
laws which the Lord made between him and the children of 
Israel, Onkelos, the famous Chaldee interpreter, hath, be- 
tween his Word and the children of Israel. Which Theo- 
doricHackspan produces, among other places, to proved 
that in those paraphrasts the Word of the Lord signifies no 
more than avrbg, himself Which, though it be true in some 
places, yet in others, as I have observed before, it cannot 
have that signification; particularly in Psal. ex. 1. where 
tfie Hebrew words are, The Lord said unto my Lord; 
which are thus expounded by Jonathan, Tlxe Lord said 
unto his Word: where it can signify nothing, but another 
tiivine person. And so Onkelos might intend it here; that 
the Lord made all these laws between his eternal Word and 
them. 

CHAP. XXVIL 

Ver. I. jljlND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] Some 
religious people, it is possible, were touched with such a 
sense of what Moses had now delivered, in the foregoing 
promises and threats, that they thought of giving them- 



selves wholly unto God, or of vowing some of their goods; 
to him: and therefore he gives Moses further directions 
for the regulating of such vows. 

Ver. 2. Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto 
them, Wlien a man shall make a singular vow.'] And, first, if 
any man vowed himself, or his children, wholly to the ser- 
vice of God in the tabernacle, he directs what was to be 
done in that case. Which he calls a singular, ox extraor- 
dinary vow; and by Philo is called tv X v utyakrt, the great 
vow: it being a wonderful piece of devotion (as the word 
japlili in the Hebrew imports), because men were desirous 
to help God's priests in the meanest ministry; such as 
bringing in wood, carrying out ashes, sweeping away the 
dust, and such-like. 

The persons shall be for the Lord by thy estimation.] The 
meaning would have been more plain; if- the words had 
been translated just as thy lie in the Hebrew, According to 
thy estimation, the person shall be for the Lord. For this 
immediately suggests to one's thoughts, that the service of 
the persons themselves thus devoted, was not to be em- 
ployed in the tabernacle; but a value set upon them by 
the priest, and that to be employed/or the Lord, i. e. for 
holy uses; for repairing the sanctuary, suppose, or any 
thing belonging to it. The reason why God would not 
accept the persons themselves, as they desired, but the 
value of them, for his service, seems to be, because there 
was a sufficient number of persons peculiarly designed for 
all the work of the tabernacle; which he would not have 
encumbered by more attendants there than were needful. 

Ver. 3. And thy estimation shall be.] That the priest 
might not either overvalue, or undervalue any person, the 
rates are here set down which he should demand for their 
redemption. 

Of the male from twenty years old even unto sixty years 
old.] For at twenty years of age (saith Proeopius Gazaeus) 
men begin to be fit for business, and continue so till sixty; 
when it is time to leave it off. 

Thy estimation sliall be fifty shekels of silver.] That this 
one rule should serve for all men, though of different qua- 
lities, Philo thinks was fit, for several reasons, which he 
gives in his book of Special Laws: the principal is, be- 
cause God regarded only the vow, the value of which was 
equal, whosoever made it, whether a great man or a poor., 
After the shekel of the sanctuary.] See Exod. xxx. 13. . 

Ver. 4. And if it be a female, then, thy estimation shall 
be thirty shekels.] Women could not be so serviceable as 
men, and therefore were valued at a less rate: for all that 
they could do was, to spin, or weave, or make garments, 
or wash for the priests and Levites. 
. Ver. 5. And if it be from five years old evenunto twenty 
years old.] It appears by this, that, though a child of five 
years old could not make a vow, yet his parents might so-- 
lemnly devote one of that age to God; and it did oblige 
them to pay what is here required for the use of the sanc- 
tuary. 

Thy estimation, shall be of the male twenty shekels, and 
for the female ten shekels.] Less is required than for those 
above twenty, because their life was more uncertain ; and 
they were less capable to do any service, before they 
came to their full growth. 

Ver. 6. And if it be from a month old even unto five years 
old, &c] Before a child was a month old, it seems, it was 
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not capable to. be devoted to God; but then it might And 
.still less .was demanded as the value of them; because 
children so small were very weak and imperfect, and the 
price therefore set accordingly. But the words may be 
understood, not of children that were a month old, but that 
were in the first month of their life: and Samuel we find 
was devoted to God before he was born. 

Ver. 7. And from sixty years old and above, if it be a 
male, then thy estimation shall be fifteen shekels, &c] They 
are valued much less after sixty than before, (ver. 3.) be- 
cause their service then was little worth, and their life likely 
to be short. \ < 

And for a female ten shekels.'] The Hebrews think it ob- 
servable, that in their youth (ver. 3, 4.) males were valued 
almost double to females; but now, .in old .age, they are 
made almost of equal value : for old women continue very 
serviceable in many things, when old men are not; whence 
they have a saying, An old woman in a house is a treasure 
in a house. 

Ver. 8. And if he be poorer than thy estimation.] If he be 
not able to pay according to the forenamed rates. 

Then he shall present himself before the priest.] >Vho was 
then in attendance at the tabernacle; for he doth not speak 
of the high-priest, but of the lower. 

i And the priest shall value him.] According to the best in- 
formation he could get of his ability; as it here follows. 

According to his ability that vowed shall the priest value 
him.'] He was to examine his condition ; and accordingly 
set such a rate upon him as he might be able to pay, with- 
out undoing his family. 

'» Ver. 9. And if it be a beast.] Now he proceeds to the 
second case ; which was, when any man vowed to give God 
a beast of some sort or other. 

Whereof men bring an offering unto the Lord.] And first 
he mentions clean beasts, such as God accepted at his al- 
tar; as these are explained by the opposite unclean beast, 
(ver. 11.) 

All that any man gives of such unto the Lord.] Whether 
to be sacrificed or not. 

Shall be holy.] Set apart for God's service, according to 
the nature "of his vow ; to be offered at the altar, if he so 
expressed it; or to be given to the priests and Levites, if 
that was his desire ; or to be sold for the service of the ta- 
bernacle, if it was left at large; 

t Ver. 10. He shall not alter it, nor change it.] Some think 
these words, alter and change, are two expressions of the 
same thing. But the first word may signify, that he should 
not alter it for any. other beast, or thing; and the second, 
that he should not change it for any beast of the same kind : 
but that very beast which was vowed, was to be given to 
the uses intended; and no other accepted in his stead, 
though it were really better. 

A good for a bad, or a bad for a good.] If men had been 
left to their liberty, either to give unto God the beast they, 
had vowed, or another in its room, they might have given a 
bad instead of a. good, as Maimonides observes, which had 
been a great profaneness. But supposing those that were 
truly religious would have brought a good instead of a bad 
(that is, one much fatter and more valuable), God would 
not suffer it, because he would preserve a reverence to 
things once consecrated, which he would not should return 
to.common uses; though a better thing was substituted in 



its room. If any man did change what .he had vowed, 
though it were for the better, he was. to be beaten, as. Mai- 
monides saith in his treatise on this subject, (cap. 1.) 
, And if he shall at all change beast for beast, then it and 
the exchange thereof shall be holy.] The man was to be 
beaten, and both the one and the other beast was to ber 
come God's. Which the Jews understand thus (as Man 
monides tells us in the same treatise), that if he changed the 
beast he vowed twice or thrice, nay, a thousand times, 
they all became holy ; and he was also to suffer the pu- 
nishment of,stripes for every one of them. 
,* Yer. 11. But if it be an unclean beast, of which they do 
not offer a sacrifice unto the Lord.] Some comprehend un- 
der this, such beasts as, though in themselves clean, yet 
had some blemish in them, which rendered them unfit for 
sacrifice. But, as they could not be offered in sacrifice, sq 
one would think it was not lawful to vow them either to 
that or any other holy use.. . 

Then he shall present the beast before the priest.] That he 
might consider the worth of it 

Ver. 12. And the priest shall value it, whether it be good 
or bad.] Of a great price or a small. , He was not allowed 
to exchange it for a clean beast; both because it was de- 
dicated to God, and because that exchange might have 
been a great damage to the priest: many unclean beasts 
being of greater value than some clean; a horse or a 
camel, for instance, of greater price than a sheep or a 
goat. 

As thou vainest it, who art the priest, so shall it be.] He 
directs his speech to the priest, to awaken his conscience, 
to attend and make upright judgment; because that was to 
be the value of it, which the priest determined.it to be 
worth. 

Ver. 13. But if he will at all redeem it.] It was in the 
man's choice, either to leave the beast with the priest, or. 
to pay him the money at which he had rated.it. 

Tlienhe shall add a fifth part thereof unto thy estimation.} 
If he chose the latter, it was a sign he thought it worth 
more than the price which the priest had set upon it/ who, 
could not understand the value of it so well as himself.' 
And every man, as Maimonides observes, (More Nevoch, 
par. iii. cap. 46.) regarding his own advantage, and in-, 
clining naturally, to save what he can ; if a beast were not 
rated at its just value, he that had vowed it would be dis- 
posed rather to redeem the beast than let the priest have it. 
Which is the reason that God orders he should in this case 
pay a fifth part more than the priest set upon it, that he 
might be sure to give the full value. 

Both this and the foregoing law was to preserve that 
from being vile and cheap, which bare the name of God, 
(?is he there speaks), and was consecrated to his uses. 

Ver. 14. And when a man shall sanctify his house to be^ 
holy unto the Lord.] By .vowing it to God's service; for of 
such sanctifying he speaks in this chapter : and this is the- 
third case about vows; which commonly consisted in pro- 
mising to God some part of their estates, cither to serve for 
sacrifices, or.to be kept for some sacred uses:- whenc^ 
came those vast treasures which were in the house of Gpd, . 
mentioned 1 Chron. xxvi. 26 — 28. for they were chiefly ob- 
lations of part of the spoils taken from their enemies, which 
David, and Saul, and Abncr, and Joab had dedicated: to- 
gether with the oblations of such persons as Samuel the^ 
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seer, who is there said (o have dedicated a great deal to 
maintain the house of the Lord. 

Tlien the priest shall estimate it, whether it be good or 
bad, &c] He makes the same law in this case which he 
had done about unclean beasts; that the priest should con- 
sider the worth of it, and accordingly set the price, having 
respect to the condition of the house, whether it was great 
or little, old or new, &c. 

< As the priest shall estimate it, so shall it stand.'] That 
was to be the fixed price ; which no man was to attempt to 
alter. 

' Ver. 15. And if he that sanctified it will redeem his 
house.'] If he that vowed it to God, chose afterward rather 
to pay the price himself than part with the house, he was 
to submit to the law made in the foregoing case; which 
was, to add a fifth part to the rate set upon it. For there 
was another reason why many might make this choice, 
(besides that mentioned in ver. 13.) because, if they did 
not redeem it, the house could never return to them again; 
no, not at the jubilee. For it is probable, that the law con- 
cerning lands (which immediately follows) was the rule 
for houses also, which were valued according to their dis- 
tance from the year of jubilee, at a higher or lower price, 
as lands were, (ver. 18. 22, 23.) 

'• Then shall he add the fifth part of tlie money of thy esti- 
mation, and it shall be his.'} " He that gave us the law, 
(saith Maimonidesin his treatise on this subject, cap. ult.) 
knows the most intimate sense of all men's souls, and pe- 
netrates into the most secret recesses and lurking-places 
of human desires: and he seeing that their love of riches 
would make them very saving; so that, if out of a reli- 
gious motion they had consecrated any thing to him, they 
would be prone to repent of it; he therefore ordained, that 
if any man had a mind to redeem what he had conse- 
crated, he should add a fifth part to its just value ;" that is, 
pay well for- it. 

Ver. 16. And if a man shall sanctify unto the Lord.] By 
a vow; after the same manner that some did a house, 
(ver. 14.) 

■ Some part of a field.] This seems to signify, that it was 
not lawful for a man to vow his own field; that is, all his 
estate: because God wonld have no mans family undone 
and made beggars to enrich his sanctuary. 

Of his possession.] Not purchased by him, but descended 
to him as an inheritance from his ancestors. 

Then thy estimation shall be according to the seed thereof] 
It shall be valued according to the quantity of seed which 
is required to sow it. 

An omer of barley-seed shall be. valued at fifty shekels of 
silver.] So much land as an omer of barley would sow, 
was to be rated at fifty shekels, and so proportionably ; 
so much as would take up two omers at a hundred, or 
half an omer at five-and-twenty. Menochius thinks it 
was to be rated so much yearly; but there is not the least 
intimation of this in the text; and his only reason for it is 
this of Abulensis, that it would have been too little to give 
for apiece of land to be held forty-nine years. (See lib. ii. 
de Republ. Hebrseor. cap. 19. Quaest, 7.) Which is of no 
force at all ; for it is plain God designed a moderate rato 
should be set upon all things which men vowed to him ; 
whereby men were not discouraged to vow. And this 
yearly rent had been excessive and oppressive: for a piece 



of land, which an omer of Parley (i. e. about a pottle of 
our measure) would sow, could yield no great crop, and 
consequently could not be of a considerable value; barley 
also being much cheaper than wheat. Concerning an 
omer, see Exod.xvi. 3G. 

Ver. 17. If he sanctify his field from the year of jubilee.] 
Make this vow immediately after the jubilee, or in that 
year. 

According to thy estimation.] Beforementioned, of fifty 
j shekels for an omer of barley. 

It shall stand.] It shall be so rated, and nothing abated. 
^ Ver. 18. But if he sanctify his field after the jubilee.] 
Some years after. 

Tlien the priest shall reckon unto him the money accord- 
ing to the years that remain, even unto the year of jubilee, 
&c.] The priest was to compute how many years were gone 
since the last jubilee, and how many yet remained till the 
next; and accordingly to deduct from the rate of fifty she- 
kels beforementioned, either more or less, as the years yet 
to come were more or fewer. 

Ver. 19. If he that sanctified the field will in any wise 
redeem it, then shall he . add the fifth part, &e.] The very 
same rule is given in this case, as in those of unclean 
beasts and houses, ver. 13. 15. - i 

Ver. 20. And if he will not redeem the field.] When the 
priest hath set his value upon it, and tells him he may have 
it again at such a rate, if he pleases, and he refuses the 
offer. 

Or if he have sold the field to another man.] That is, if 
the priest, upon his refusal, have sold it to another man; 
and afterward he that vowed it hath a mind to it himself, 
and would give the price, at which he might have had it. 

It shall not be redeemed any more.] He was then ex- 
eluded from all benefit of redemption. 

Ver. 21. But the field when it goeth out in the jubilee.] 
Out of the possession of him to whom the priest sold it. 

Shall be wholly unto the Lord.] Shall not return to him 
that vowed it, but continue God's portion. 

As a field devoted.] Being solemnly consecrated to the 
Divine service. 

The possession thereof shall be the priests 9 .] Who were to 
have the inheritance of it for their better support. But they 
might sell it; nay (Menochius thinks), were bound to sell 
it to some of the kindred of him that devoted it, or to some of 
his tribe; for otherwise lands would go out of the tribe to 
which they belonged ; and besides, the priests were to have 
no inheritance in the land, (Numb, xviii. 20.) See him, lib. 
ii. de Bepubl. Hebr. cap. 19. and his Annotations upon 
this place. But these seem not to be solid reasons why the 
priests should not enjoy this land themselves : for though 
they were not to have any inheritance in the division of the 
land of Canaan, yet if any fell to them by the means now 
mentioned (which was but very seldom, since men were 
very careful to preserve their inheritances), God doth here 
bestow such land upon his priests ; who might possess it if 
they pleased, because they had it in God's right; or else 
sell it, (ver. 20.) and keep the money to their own use. 

Ver. 22. And if a man sanctify unto the Lord a field 
which he hath bought.] And consequently could enjoy only 
till the year of jubilee ; when it was to return to the family 
of whom he purchased it. 

Which is not of the fields of his possession.] No part of 
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his paternal inheritance, (as that mentioned ver. 1G.) but 
bought of the priests, to whom it was fallen by a vow ; or 
of him to whom the priests had sold it. 

Ver. 23. Then the priest shall reckon unto him the worth 
of thy estimation.] Set a value upon it, according to his 
judgment. 

Even nnto the year of jubilee.] With respect to the num- 
ber of years, between the time of the vow and the year of 
jubilee. 

And he shall give thy estimation in that day.] Presently 
pay the price thattbe priest hath set upon it, without the 
addition of the fifth part (as Menochius well observes in 
the place beforementioned), which he, who redeemed his 
paternal inheritance, was bound to pay over and above 
the price at which the priest esteemed it, (ver. 19.) For 
this was not so imich worth as that, being but for a term of 
years, till the jubilee. 

As a holy thing unto the Lord.] As a thing devoted unto 
God, instead of the land, which was redeemed with this 
money. 

* Ver. 24. In the year of jubilee the field shall return unto 
him of tuhomit was bought, &c] Not unto him who bought 
the field, and then vowed it to God, but unto the heredi- 
tary owner; which is the meaning of the next words, even 
vnto him to whom the possession of the land did belong, 

Ver. 25. All thy estimations shall be according to the 
shekel of the sanctuary, &c] Full weight, according to the 
standard kept in the sanctuary: (see Exod. xxx. 13. and 
chap. xix. of this book, ver. 36.) 

Ver. 2C. Only the firstling of the beasts, which shall be 
the Lord's firstling, no man shall sanctify it.] By vowing it 
to be a whole burnt-offering, or a peace-offering unto the 
Lord ; as Maimonides expounds it. The reason was, be- 
cause no man could lawfully vow that which was not his 
own, as the firstlings were not; they being the Lord's al- 
ready, as it follows in the end of this verse. 

The same reason held (as Maimonides likewise observes) 
in all things belonging to God, as tentlis* Yet they devised 
ingeniously enough (as he speaks) a way to give these first- 
lings to God by a new obligation, and yet not offend, as 
they imagined, against this law; for they interpret these 
words of firstlings already brought forth: no man might 
sanctify such; but while they were in the womb, they 
might ; saying, " I vow that lamb (suppose) which my ewe 
goes with to be a whole burnt-oflering to God, if it be a 
male:" but they could not vow it for a peace-offering, be- 
cause no man could alter any thing for his own profit. 

Wliether it be ox, or sheep.] Under these two are com- 
prehended all other kind of creatures, whose firstlings be- 
longed to God. 

' It is the Lord's.] Num. iii. 13. viii. 17. For this reason 
no man was to presume to vow such things; it being 
a kind of mockery to make a present of that to another 
which was his owti before. (Sec Mr. Mede concerning this 
verse, p. 512.) 

Ver. 27. And if it be of an unclean beast.] Most under- 
stand this of the firstling of an unclean beast. Against 
which there is this objection, that such things were before 
ordered to be redeemed, not with money, but with a lamb, 
(Exod. xiii. 13.) Therefore it seems more reasonable, to 
understand this of the firstlings of such an unclean beast, 
which a man hath redeemed, (ver. 13.) but afterward de- 



voted to God; which he might do ; for, after the redemp- 
tion, it was become his own again. 

Tlien he shall redeem it according to thy estimation.] At 
the rate thou shalt set upon it. 

And shall add a fifth part of it thereto.] As was ordained, 
before in the like case, (ver. 11.) 

Or if it be not redeemed, then it shallbe sold according to 
thy estimation.] Any other man might buy it, at that rate' 
the priest had set upon it; and the money was applied to 
holy uses. 

Ver. 28. Notwithstanding, no devoted thing that a man 
shall devote unto the Lord.] Nothing that was devoted by 
that sort of vow, which was called cherem (as the word is 
here in the Hebrew), with a curse (as the word implies) 
upon themselves and others, if the thing was not employed 
according to their vow. 

Of all that he hath, both of man and beast, &c] All man- 
ner of things which might be sanctified to the Lord, by the 
forementioned simple vow, might be thus devoted and con- 
secrated to him' by a cherem, i. e. beasts and houses, and 
lands, and even men themselves, as far as they had power 
over them; for that is meant by those words, all that a 
man hath. (See the next verse.) 

Shall be sold or redeemed.] For this was the peculiar 
nature of this sort of vow; that the thing devoted by it 
should remain irreversibly and unalterably to the use unto * 
which it was devoted ; for the person was accursed that- 
applied it to any other use than that to which it was con- 
secrated. 

Every devoted thing.] Of this kind. 

Is most holy to the Lord:] Other things devoted by a"' 
simple vow were holy', (ver. 9, 10, &c.) but these were most 
holy, so that none might touch them but the priests; and 
they were so strictly applied to the Divine service, that 
they could not be alienated, either by sale, or redemption, 
or commutation, or donation, or any other way. (Sec Mede, 
p.lGO.) 

Ver. 29. None devoted, which shall be devoted of men, 
shall be redeemed, but shall surely be put to death.] Some 
learned men have, from these words, asserted, that parents 
and masters among the Jews had such a power over their 
children and servants, that they might devote them to 
death, and so kill them ; only the sentence of the priest 
was to concur, to whom every devoted thing fell as his 
portion. This is maintained by Ludov. Capellus, and con- 
futed by Mr. Selden, lib. iv. dc Jure Nat. et Gent, juxta 
Disciplin. Hcbr. cap. G. where he judiciously observes, 
that this power would have too much entrenched upon the 
sixth commandment, if private men might have, at their 
pleasure, thus disposed of their children and slaves. And, 
in the next chapter, he explains the sense of this versfc; 
and proves, indeed, that there may be a cherem (minha- 
adam) of men, ox from among men, as well as of beasts; but 
this word hath four several senses among the Hebrews. 
First, it signifies the sacred gift itself, which was devoted 
to God, or to holy uses ; and so it signifies in the foregoing 
ver. 28. Secondly, it signifies that which was devoted to 
perdition and utter destruction, either by the right of war, 
or upon the account of capital enmities: an example of 
which we have in Jericho, Josh. vi. 17. where the whole 
city was a cherem (devoted to destruction), as a punishment 
to their enemies ; yet so, that the metals were made a cherem 
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of the first sort; that is, sacred to the Lord and his holy 
uses. And thus the great Sanhedrin (called in Scripture the 
whole congregation) might devote those to he a cherem, 
who, going to the wars, did not obey orders, and perform 
the charge laid upon them. An example of which we 
have, Judges xxi. 5. 1 Sam. xiv. 24. I omit the other, 
two for brevity's sake, (of which there are examples, Josh. 
vi. 26. Ezra x. 8. Acts xxiii. 12.14.21. see Selden, ib. cap. 
7, 8.) because the cherem hero mentioned by Moses is of 
this second sort: for it is evident that the cherem of the 
first sort, mentioned vcr. 28. was of such things, over 
which they had an entire power, to dispose of them as 
they pleased. And therefore those words, both of man 
and beast, the Hebrews understand of their slaves, whe- 
ther men or women (who were Canaanitcs, or gentiles, 
not others), who were in their power as much as their beasts, 
to give away or to sell. But to take away their life, or to 
give them to be slain, was not in their power ; but all tho 
effect of this cherem was, that the whole right which they 
had to the service of such slaves, was transferred by him 
that devoted them to the service of the priests and sacred 
uses. •• (Sec Selden in that book, cap/ 9. p. 518, &c.) But 
though they might not devote their servants to death, yet 
they might their enemies, before they went out to war with 
them; and such of their own people also as did not ob- 
serve the military laws. An example of which we have, 
Numb, xxi. 2. Upon which ticcount also, the inhabitants 
of Jabesh Gilead were slain, (Judges xxi. 9, 10.) for vio- 
lating the solemn public cherem, pronounced against those 
that came not up. to Mizpeh, (ver.5.) And this is the che- 
rem spoken of in this verse. (See Selden, cap. 10.) For as 
for the cherem, whereby a man was excommunicated, it 
only loaded him with many curses, and mado him execra- 
ble, so that no man might come near him; but did not 
touch his life, as he there shews, p. 520. 

Ver. 30. All the tithe of the land, &c. is the Lord's.] By 
an ancient right before the law of Moses was delivered: 
for this is the first time we find any mention of a law about 
tithes : for which he giving no reason, it is a sign this was 
a pious usage all the world over; and therefore, being no 
new thing, but what all nations practised, the Jews could 
not think it burdensome to them ; unless they would be 
wholly irreligious, and not acknowledge God to be the au- 
thor and fountain of all the plenty and happiness they en- 
joyed: which was the intention of paying tithes ; as the 
gentiles anciently did, and the Jews themselves, after vic- 
tory over their enemies. For which there being no precept 
that appears, what can we think, but that natural reason, 
and the common custom of mankind (founded, perhaps, 
upon some direction given to our first parents from above), 
taught them to make this acknowledgment to God, as the 
author of their successes and safety, as well as of all plenty 
and prosperity. (See Gen. xiv. 19. xxviii.22.) 

Whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the 
trees.'] By the seed of the land is meant corn (as Rasi ex- 
pounds it), and by the/rut'* of the trees, wine and oil. For 
thus they are reckoned up in other places, (Numb, xviii. 
12.) where he gives the priestthe first-fruits of the wine, 
and ail, and wheat. And the like we read in Dcut xviii. 
3/4. £*nd'in Dent. xiv. 23. they are commanded to eat be- 
fore God, the tithe of their com, of their wine, and their oil 
Under which last ip comprehended the fruit of all other 



trees; as under the word setxl in this place seems to be 
comprehended all manner of herbs, as well as corn. For 
so the pharisees understood it; and our Saviour doth not 
disallow it. 

It is holy unto the Lord.] God, having declared his right 
in the tithe, in the beginning of tho verse, here commands 
that it be reserved to him as his portion: which he after- 
ward conferred and settled upon the Levitcs by a special 
donation, (Numb, xviii. 21.) 

Ver. 31. And if a man will at all redeem aught of his 
tithes, he shall add thereto the fifth part thereof] Mr. Selden, 
in his History of the Tithes, (chap, ii.) speaking of the se- 
cond tithe, mentioned Dcut. xiv. 23. which was to be spent 
at Jerusalem (either in kind, or else, if it were too far thi- 
ther, by turning it into money, and therewith to buy pro- 
vision to make feasts), saith, that to this tithe do the Jeivs" 
apply that of Lev. xxvii. 30, 31. But for this he quotes^ 
only It. S. Jarchi : who, though he was a great Talmudist,- 
yet must not be thought to understand the sense of all their 
doctors. Aben Ezra, it is plain (to name no more), takes 
it otherwise; making Moses to speak of such a tithe as 
Abraham gave Melchisedec, and Jacob vowed to God. 
Lyra, I might add, a converted Jew, agrees with him. And 
there is great reason for it; no such thing as a second tithe 
being as yet ordained: and when they w r cre commanded,: 
and the changing of them into money allowed, there is not 
a word said of adding a fifth part, (see Deut. xiv. 24, 25.) 
which is sufficient to shew that Moses, in these two verses,. 
speaks of the first tithe, which was paid to the Levitcs, by 
a law made some time after this ; which transferred the 
right that God h&dinthe tithe of the land unto them : which, 
if any man had a mind to redeem, and not pay it in kind, 
God allows him so to do; because the tithe was not more 
holy than things vowed to God, spoken of before : but then 
he was to do as in the case of such things, (ver. 13.) add 
a fifth part, over and above, to what such a portion of 
tithe was esteemed to be worth. The reason of which was, 
as Mr. Calvin well observes, not that the priest should get 
more than his due, by the man who desired to redeem his 
tithe, but that the man might not make a gain of the priest. 
For it is seldom seen that a husbandman desires to pay mo- 
ney rather than his tithe ; unless he propound some consi- 
derable advantage to himself. 

Ver. 32. And concerning the tithe of the herd and of the 
flock.] Every one knows, that by the tithe of the herd here 
is meant calves, and by the flock is to be understood lambs 
and kids, (Lev. i. 2.) For this was the tithe of those young 
ones that were brought forth that year; the same cattle not 
being again tithed every year. And he speaks of clean 
beasts, which were allowed in sacrifice ; for* tithe was not 
paid of other beasts ; but their first-born only was the 
Lord's. This tithe was paid to God every year, as an cn- 
charistical sacrifice, for all the benefits they received from 
God by their cattle. 

Even of whatsoever passeth under the rod.'} This ex- 
presses the manner of this tithing, which, if we will believe 
the Jews, was thus : they were all brought into a sheep-cot 
(saith Maimonides, in his Treatise of First-born, cap.vii.. 
in the beginning), in which there was but one gate or door, 
and that so narrow as to suffer no more than one to come 
out at once. Their dams being placed without, and the gate 
opened, the young ones were invited by their blcatings to 
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press to get out to them; and as they passed by, one by 
one, a man who stood at the gate with a rod, coloured with 
ochre, told them in order; and when the tenth came out, 
whether it was male or female, sound or not, he marked it 
with his rod, and said, Let this be holy in the name of the 
tenth. And this account R. Solomon and. others give of 
this matter; of which notion they are so fond, that R. 
Bechai (upon Numb, xvii.) makes Jacob (who vowed tithe 
of all that God should give him) to have decimated his 
children on this manner, beginning at Benjamin and stop- 
ping at Levi, who was the tenth, according to that rec-, 
koning, and hath some pretty conceits about it. But Bo- 
chartus thinks Moses doth not speak here of the rod of the 
tithes, but of the shepherd's crook; and so doth Aben Ezra, 
the Syriac, and the Vulgar : for the flock passed under his 
rod as oft as he numbered them, which was every morning 
and evening (if he was a good shepherd), especially in the 
evening. (See Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 44. p. 499.) 
Of this Jeremiah speaks, (chap, xxxiii. 13.) and Ezekiel 
•alludes to it, when he saith, (chap. xx. 37.) I will cause you 
to pass tinder the rod. Where Kimchi notes it is the, same 
phrase with this in Leviticus, and as much as to say, "As 
he that telleth his sheep holdeth a rod in his hand, and 
telleth them one by one, and brings out the tenth. for the 
tithe; so will I number you, and the sinners shall pe- 
rish," &c. 

Tlie tenth sJutll be holy unto the Lord.] That is, saith 
Maimonides (in his forenamed treatise called Bechoroth), 
the fat and the blood of them was offered at the altar; and 
then the owners eat the flesh any where in Jerusalem, as 
they did the lesser holy things. For the priests had no 
portion of them, but all belonged to the owner, as did the 
paschal lamb. If there was any blemish in them, whether 
before or after the tithing, then they might be tjaten in any 
place. And so Bartenora, (as Dr. Outram observes, lib. i. 
de Sacrificiis, cap. 11.) "we do not find in the whole law 
ihatany part of these tenths was given to the priests." So 
a great many other of their doctors, who observe that 
Moses doth not reckon these among the twenty-four gifts 
(for so many they make the whole number of them) which 
were bestowed upon the priesthood. r But as there is no- 
thing else in Scripture to warrant this, which no where pre- 
scribes how these tenths should be employed, but only de- 
clares that they are holy to the Lord; so this very phrase, 
I should think, sufficiently signifies that they belonged 
to the Lord's ministers; and if not entirely to the priests, 
much less entirely to the owners of them (before they were 
the Lord's); but if they were to eat them at Jerusalem, as 
the Jews imagine, the Levites sure were to have their 
share, and the stranger and other poor people, as they 
were to have in their second tithe of corn, wherewith they 
made feasts there, (Deut. xiv.27 — 29.) 

Vcr. 33. He shall not search whether it be good or bad, 
neither shall he change it.'] It is not easy to give an account 
why God required so punctually the tenth calf, goat, or" 
lamb ; that though it were never so lean or blemished, Jip 
would not suffer it to be exchanged for the better, unless 
it were to avoid all disputes, strife, and contention. There 
are those, indeed, that think the reason was; because in 
those ages this was looked upon as so sacred a number, 
that it mystically denoted God, whose Divine perfections, 
providence, and bounty, they were thought to acknow- 
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ledge, who gave the tenth to him; which was not to be. 
altered and changed no more than he himself can be. 
♦ If he change it at all, then both shall be holy.] As it was 
in beasts avowed to God, (ver. 9, 10.) < 

It shall not be redeemed.] Nor might they sell it, no more 
than suffer it to be redeemed. If they did, he that sold it' or 
bought it got nothing (as Maimonides speaks); and besides, 
the seller was to be scourged, as he that sold the cherems 
given to the priest, ver. 28. (Bechoroth, cap. 6. sect. 5.) 

Ver. 34. Tltese are the commandments which' the Lord 
commanded Moses, for the children of Israel, in Mount 
Sinai.] That is, these moreover were added to the fore- 
going commandments, before they removed from the wil- 
derness of Mount Sinai. (See chap. xxv. 1. xxvi. ult.) For 
having, said before, in the. conclusion of the foregoing 
chapter, these are the statutes, and judgments, and laws 
which the Lord made, &c which respect all that preceded 
in this book, the commandments here spoken of can relate 
to nothing more but the laws delivered in this chapter 
about vows, and devoted things, and tithes. K . 

Which laws ought not to be. passed over, without serious 
consideration how far we may be concerned in them. And 
therefore to make what I have noted about them more use- 
ful to us in these days, I desire the reader to observe, that 
the very same pious inclinations have ever been in all good 
Christians, which Moses here supposes (in the former part 
of this chapter)-would be in the Jews, to devote some part 
of their goods, their houses, or lands to the service of God; 
which became sacred things, and were to be employe'dlo 
no other use but that. The very first Christians had so 
much of this spirit in them, that they sold all their posses- 
sions, and goods, and let every one that needed have. a 
share of them; (Acts ii. 45. iv. 35.) because the. whole 
number of believers attended to nothing else but the service 
of Christ; and the apostles also were to be furnished with 
means to go and propagate the gospel in all the world. 
Where, as soon as the Christian religion prevailed .in any 
place, immediately there were the like voluntary oblations 
made, in such a proportion, as served not only for the sup- 
port of the service of God in that church, but helped to 
maintain the Christians at Jerusalem, who had been brought 
low by parting with their estates to further the first preach- 
ing of the gospel. This we find in a great number of places; 
but it may suffice to say, that the feasts of charity were 
maintained out of these oblations. 

By which it is apparent, that they took themselves to 
have the very same obligations upon them in this matter, 
which the Jews formerly had ; and therefore it is no won- 
der that tithes came in time to be devoted for the mainte- . 
nance of God's ministers. For it is senseless to imagine, 
that the gospel, which constrained them to give up them- 
selves to God, should not constrain them, with the same 
freedom of mind, to give some of their goods (as Moses 
here supposes the Jews would do) for the maintenance of 
his service. And it is as unreasonable to think it did not 
move them tp give the ministers of God as honourable a 
maintenance, as had been allowed under the law of Moses. 

Which rcquirpd, besides the tenth here mentioned, an- 
other tithe of the remainder to be spent in sacrifices at Jeru- 
salem, of which the Levites had their share, as I observed 
from Deut. xiv. 22. 28. To which, if we add the first-born, 
with all sip-offerings^ and the priest's share of peace-offer? 
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ings, and the skins of the sacrifices (which alone made a 
good revenue, as Philo observes), and like wise all such 
consecrations as are mentioned in this chapter, the Lcvites' 
cities and suburbs, it will easily appear it could not be so 
little as a fifth part of the fruit of the land which came to 
their share. 

Now the reason we find no such certain rate determined 
by the gospel, as was by this law, is, because there was no 
need of it ; and for the same reason there w T as none, for a 
good while, settled by the church; all the revenues belong- 
ing to it, which served for all sorts of pious uses, arising 
from the devotion and oblations of the people, which were 
more than enough for God's service. This was visible in 
the beginning of our religion, when the first Christians far 
outdid any thing that had been done under the law. And 
they could not imagine, that they who succeeded them 
would fall so short as not to offer sufficient for God's ser- 
vice; though not so much as they had done, because there 
could not be the same necessity. And so Mr. Scldcn him- 
self observes, that this reason is given by Agobardus, why 
nothing was decreed in councils, or publicly promulgated 
by the fathers in the first ages, concerning giving of their 
goods,. and adorning churches; because there was no ne- 
cessity of it : the religious devotion, the love of Christians 
to such things ultro cestuante, being very fervent, and 
abounding of its own accord. 

: And when love began to wax cold, so that they found it 
needful to make laws about such things, they could not 
think fit to order less for the settled maintenance of God's 
service than the tenth (besides all voluntary oblations), 
which had been the part most eminently limited under the 
law of nature, long before the law of Moses. See Irenaeus, 
lib. iv. cap. 34. where he.saith, Christians, having greater 
hopes, could not give less than they did in former times, 
when their hope was lower. 

. . I shall add but one observation more, from an excellent 
person of our own church, (Mr. Thorndike, in his Rights of 
the Church, &c. p. 219.) that as all such consecrations, as 



here are mentioned by MoseS^ tended to communion Mith 
God, by the participation of sacrifices offered to him, which 
were maintained by such contributions; so whatsoever is 
devoted by Christians unto such holy uses, as to build and 
repair churches, to maintain holy assemblies, and to sup- 
port those who minister God's ordinances, or enable tho 
poor to attend upon them, hath the like intention to obtain 
an interest in the sacrifice of Christ, represented in the cu- 
charist; which is the chief part of the service rendered to 
God in the church. This is notably exemplified in the ac- 
count which Tertullian gives of Marcion the heretic, (lib. 
de Praescriptionibus, cap; 30.) who, when he first embraced 
the faith of Christ, and was received into the church, pecur 
niam Catholicce Ecclesics contulit, contributed a sum of mo* 
ney to the church ; which money, when he fell off from the 
Christian truth to his own heresy, was straightway thrown 
out together 'with him. This both demonstrates that they 
continued, in those days, to bring offerings into the trea«- 
sury of the church; and that the intention of them was, that 
they might have communion with, the church in all its ser- 
vices ; for when men fell off from Christianity they cast out 
their offerings, in token they had no communication with 
them. i! * 

I end .all with the words of Conradus Pellicanus upon 
the thirtieth verse of this chapter ; which will shew the 
sense of the first reformers in this matter. "All the tithe is 
the Lord's, and remains so for ever, &c. and therefore tithes 
are to be paid by Divine and natural right, and religiously 
expended, according to his appointment, &c. And if tithes 
should not be sufficient for the maintenance of those who 
ought to be sustained in the church, at the public charge, 
the ninths, or. the eighths, ought of necessity to be raised 
by the judgment and consent of the church ; for the law of 
charity dictates this, and the excellent, irreprehcnsible or- 
dinance of God : which charity binds more strongly in the 
evangelical law than in the Mosaical; inasmuch as the 
church ought to be more perfect than the synagogue ; and 
charity than fear." 



THE 



FOURTH BOOK OF MOSES, 



CALLED 



NUMBERS. 



CHAP. I. 

JL HIS Book is called by the name of Numbers in our 
language; because it begins with an account of the num- 
bering of the people in the beginning of the second.ycar 
after they came out of Egypt; though it contains a great 
many things besides that; particularly, anothcrnumbcring 



of them (chap, xxvi) towards the conclusion of their tra- 
vels in the wilderness : for this book comprehends a his- 
tory of about thirty-eight years, though most of the things 
related in it fell out in the first and in the last of these 
years ; and it doth not appear when those things were done, 
which we read of aboutthe middle of the book,, from the 
fifteenth to the twentieth chapter.. 
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r Ver.l. And the Lord spake unto Moses.] Who under- 
took nothing without order from God. 

In the wilderness of Sinai.} Where they had continued 
near a full year (as appears by comparing Exod. xix. 1. 
with this place), and shortly after this removed from it, 
(chap. x. 11.) 

[ In the tabernacle of the congregation.] From whence the 
Lord delivered those laws which we read in the- foregoing 
book, (see on Lev. i.l.) and now seems to have admitted 
him into the. tabernacle, whereas before he only spake to 
him out of it. ■ ' -1 

Ou the first day of the second month, in the second year 
after they were come out of the land of Egypt.] All that is 
related in the foregoing book, seems to have passed in the 
first month of the second year after their coming out of 
Egypt, in the beginning of which the tabernacle was set 
up, (Exod. xl. 2. 17.) and in the middle of it the Passover 
was kept; as appears by this book, (chap. ix. 1; 2, &c.) 

Ver. 2. Take ye the sum.] There had been a muster, as 
$ve may call it, of the people; before the tabernacle was 
erected, (Exod. xxx; 12.) and consequently some months 
before this; for it was in order to a contribution, ivhich 
every one was to make towards that holy work, (Exod. 
xxxviii. 26.) whereas this was for the better disposing of 
their camps about the tabernacle now that it was set tip ; 
and for their jnore regular march when they removed from 
Mount Sinai, which they were to do shortly. • 
.Of all the congregation of the children of Israel.] Who 
alone were numbered ; all except the Levites ; but none of 
the- jnixed multitude that came with them out of Egypt, 
(Exod. xii. 38.) 

• After their families,] It appears by Josh. vii. 1G, 17, &c. 
that the several tribe? of Israel were divided into families, 
and those families into households, and those households 
had every one of them a head or chief, who is called the 
father of it. There were seventy of these families in all; 
but some tribes had more, others fewer, according to the 
number of souls (as they arc called); that is, persons 
who were in each when they went down into Egypt, (Gen. 
xlvi.27.) 

By the house of their fathers.] Every family, as I said, 
being distributed into houses (which wc now call families); 
these houses were denominated from their chief, whom they 
called their father; for no houses were denominated from 
the mother, as Jews say. * 

• With the number of their names.] The names of every 
person,* in the several houses, were set down and regis- 
tered, that they might be the better known. 
i Every male by their poll.] But no women; for the reason 
which follows. 

Vcr. 3. From twenty years old and upward.] Which was 
ever after this the age when men were thought fit for 
war. 

All that are able to go forth to war in Israel.] One would 
think by this they were not to number very aged and de- 
crepit people, because they were no more able to go to 
.war than" women and children, and those under twenty 
years old. And if wc may believe Josephus (lib. ii. Antiq. 
cap. 0.) after fifty years old, men were not bound to pay the 
half shekel which was due in such musters; and therefore 
wo may reasonably think were excused from going to war, 
unless they had a mind themselves. ' ? "♦* ; 



• Thou and Aaron.] Who had the highest authority in the 
nation. .** ,. » >. ., . „ 



Shall number them by their armies.] This seems to im- 
port, that, in taking the account of them, they distributed 
them into certain troops or- companies, out of which were 
formed regiments (as we now speak), and greater regular 
bodies, which composed several armies. We do not read 
this was required in the former numbering, (Exod. xxx.) 
that being for another end, as I now observed ; not for their 
more orderly march in their remove from Mount Sinai. 
And here I cannot but take notice, what a vast difference 
there. was between this method and that rude wUy which 
Cecrops, the first king of Attica, after the Ogygian flood 
(which happened "about the time of Moses), took to know 
the number of his people ; which the Greek writers say, 
was by requiring every one of them to bring a stone; koI 
/3aXXetv dc to fiiaov, and throw it down before them; which 
lie counting, found them twenty thousand. So' the scho- 
liast upon Pindar, (Ode ix.) and others in Meursius de 
Regibus Atheniens. (lib. i. cap. 7.) 

Ver. 4. And there sliall be with you a man of every tribe.] 
Whom' they were to take for their assistants. 

Every one. head of the house of his fathers*] The LXX. 
and the Vulgar understand this to 1 signify the principal 
persons in each tribe, who were best acquainted .with 
every family and household in that tribe. And so it is ex- 
pounded, ver. 6. and many/think these were the first-born 
in: their tribe: but there is this objection against it, that 
Nahshan, who is named for the tribe of Judah, (ver. 7.) 
was not descended from the first-born of that tribe; for 
Pharez was not Judah's eldest son, Selah being before 
him, who had children, as we find in chap. xxvi. of 
this book, (ver. 20.) Besides, when the principles of the 
tribes arc reckoned again (chap, xxxiv. of this book); in the 
last year of their abode in the wilderness, none of them are 
derived from these men here mentioned, but from others: 
and therefore these were the most eminent men in the se- 
veral tribes, upon a different account; either for wisdom or 
valour, or some other excellent quality. 

Vcr. 5. And these are the names of the men that shall 
stand.] Be assistants. 

With you.] i. e. With Moses and Aaron. 

Of the tribe of Reuben, Elizur the son of Shedeur.] There 
is little to be observed concerning these tribes, but that 
they are here placed not in the order of their birth, but of 
their mothers who bare them. First, the children of Leah, 
who arc all reckoned in the same order wherein they were 
born of her, (vcr. G— 9.) 'Then the children of Rachel, (vcr. 
10, 11.) and after them- the children of the two handmaids, 
in the four following verses ; where (ver. 12.) Dan is set 
first, he being the first-born of Bilhah, whom Rachel- gave 
Jacob for his wife, (Gen. xxx. 5;) but then the next' that 
follow arc not reckoned according to the order of their 
birth ; for Naphtali, who was born next, is placed the last ; 
and the youngest son of Zilpah placed before the eldest; 
for which wc cannot now discern the reason, though if is 
likely it was upon the account of some pre-eminence or 
other which they had gained; as Ephraim, the youngest 
son of Joseph, is mentioned before Man^ssch the eldest, 
(ver. 10.) because Jacob had given him the precedence, 
when' he" blessed them before his death, (Gen. xlviii/19.) 

Ver. 6. Of Simeon, Shelumid the son of Zarishaddai] 

3 R 2 
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There is less to be observed concerning the names of theso 
great men of each tribe; for whatsoever the import of them 
may be in tho Hebrew language (which Chytracus and 
others have endeavoured to make out), it signifies nothing 
to us : only most of them shew how much God was in the 
thoughts of those who imposed these names on their child- 
ren; for Elizur signifies my God the rock; and Shelumiel 
is as much as God my peace, or God my reivarder; and 
Zurishaddai, my rock omnipotent, or all-sufficient, &c. 

Ver. 14. Tlie son of Deuel] So he is called also, chap. 
vii. 42. and yet in tho second chapter, (ver. 14.) he is 
called the son of Reuel; for theso two letters, daleth and 
resch, are very often changed, tho one for the other; as 
Itipah (Gen. x. 8.) is called Dipath, (1 Chron. i. 6.) as, on 
tho other hand, Dodanim (Gen. x. 4.) is called Rodanira, 
(1 Chron. i. 7.) and it is to no purpose to heap tip more ex- 
amples there are of this. . 

' Ver;lG. These were the renowned of the congregation.'] 
Tho Hebrew w f ord keruim signifies properly men called or 
named; that is, who had the honour to be named by God 
to this employment ; which made them more noble than 
they were before. But, without this respect to their nomi- 
nation by God, this word signifies, in general, famous men, 
as we translate it, (chap. xvi. 2. xxvi. 9.) or renowned, 
(Ezek. xxiii. 23.) Accordingly the Vulgar translates it, 
most noble. 

Princes of the tribes of their fathers.] As app ears more 
plainly from the noble oflerings which each of them made 
for the dedication of the altar, (chap, vii.) 

Heads of thousands in Israel,] Men not only of great au- 
thority ; such as Jethro advised Moses to take to his aid in 
governing the people, (Exod. xviii. 21.) but the highest of 
that rank ; being chief commanders over all the thousands 
that were in their several tribes; under whom, no doubt, 
were many inferior officers of great account; for so all 
people have found it necessary to submit themselves to the 
government of some supreme power, with several subordi- 
nate rulers under it. In which Israel excelled all other na- 
tions, being under the government of God himself, who ap- 
pointed Moses immediately under him, with several others, 
as we here find, to assist him ; for it is truly observed by 
Xenophon, that ouStv ovrwg ovr wxpyorov, ovte kclXov av 
OpwTroig d>cn raZig: nothing is either so profitable for men, or 
so becoming, as good order ; and, on the contrary, nothing 
so mischievous, or unseemly, as confusion. Now order is 
nothing else but the apt disposition of every thing, in its 
proper place, for certain ends and uses. Accordingly 
among men nothing is more necessary, than that every one 
should know and keep his place in that degree and rank 
that belongs to him; as was here ordered by God for the 
preservation and good government of his people. 

Ver. 17. And Moses and Aaron took these men.] To be 
th6ir associates in the numbering of the people. 

Which are expressed by their names.] Whom God himself 
marked out by name to be joined with them. For as peo- 
ple cannot be preserved without order, so that cannot be 
preserved without rulers and governors ; and they will sig- 
nify nothing if their authority be not reverenced; and no- 
thing can gain them such reverence, as a particular desig- 
nation by God to their office. 

Ver. 18. Arid they assembled all the congregation together 
on the first day of the second month.] They immediately 



executed their commission, on the same day they received 
it,(ver.l.)summoning all the people to appear before them. 

And they declared their pedigrees.] The people instantly 
obeyed, and every ono shewed from whom he was de- 
scended; or it may refer to Moses and Aaron, and the rest* 
who set down every man's original in the public tables. 

After their families, by the house of their fathers, &c] 
First, they shewed of what family they were; and then of 
what house in that family; and then the name of every 
person in that house was given in. (See ver. 2.) Such a 
kind of distinction Cecrops made in Attica, when he num- 
bered the people, whom he divided into four tribes (which 
in the days of Alcmocon, their last king, were increased into 
ten); every one of which had several people in it, which 
were like tho families in Israel; there being no less than 
ten 6r eleven people in that tribe which was called after 
his own name, KetcpoTrig. (See Mcursius, lib. i. de Reg-, 
Athen. cap. 7. and lib. ii. cap. 10.) And every one knows 
how Rome, at the first, had three tribes instituted by Ro- 
mulus, which were divided into ten courts (if I may so call 
them), and those into certain families ; which in aftertimes 
were increased into fivc-and-thirty tribes, according to the 
regions of the city*. 

Ver. 19. As the Lord commanded Moses, so he numbered 
them.] With the assistance of the forenamed persons. 

In the wilderness of Sinai.] Before they removed from 
Sinai; which being upon the twentieth day of this month, 
(chap, x.ll.) they finished this work in so many days, or less. 

Ver. 20. And the children of Reuben, IsraeVs eldest son, 
by their generations, &c] The word generations seems to 
be larger than families, as that is than houses, comprehend- 
ing every family in that tribe; as families comprehend 
every household, and household comprehends every per- 
son therein. So the meaning is, all that were descended 
from Reuben, according to their several families; and 
houses in those families; and persons in those houses. 

Ver. 21. Those that were numbered of them, &c. were 
forty and six thousand and five hundred.] Some have ob- 
served, that this tribe was one of those who had the small- 
est number of men in it; in which they think was fulfilled 
the prophecy of Jacob, who foretold that Reuben should 
not excel, (Gen. xlix. 4.) But I do not look upon this as 
solid; for there were several tribes, who all this time had 
fewer persons in it than this; particularly the children of 
Joseph (whom Jacob compared to a fruitful bough, Gen. 
xlix. 22.) were very much fewer. (See below, ver. 33. 35.) 
Gad also, Benjamin and Asher, were fewer in number than 
Reuben; who, in this regard, excelled five tribes. 

Ver. 23. Of the tribe of Simeon were fifty and nine thou- 
sand and three hundred.] He had six children when they 
went down into Egypt, and Reuben but "four; which is a 
plain reason of the greater increase of this' tribe than the 
former. 

Ver. 24. Of the children of Gad, &c] It is probable that 
this tribe is therefore mentioned next, though descended 
from a handmaid, because they were to encamp and march 
together with Simeon under the standard of Reuben ; as is 
ordered in the next chapter, ver. 14. 

Ver. 25. Of the tribe of Gad were forty and five thou- 
sand six hundred and fifty.] He had more sons than Si- 
meon (Gen. xlvi. 10. 1G.) when they came out of Egypt; 
and yet fewer descended from him, by many thousands, 
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than there did from Simeon ; of which the reason doth not 
appear. 

Ver. 27. Of the tribe o/Juddk were threescore and four- 
teen thousand and six hundred.] It may be justly thought, 
that Jacob's prophecy concerning the power and strength 
of this tribe (Gen. xlix. 8, &c.) began already to.be ful- 
filled, they being far more numerous than any other. 

Ver. 28. Of the tribe oflssachar, &c] There is a plain 
account why this tribe and Zebulun aTC mentioned next to 
Judah, because they two maTched under his standard, 
(chap. ii. 4, 5. 7.) It may be observed also, that these two 
tribes were more numerous than many other, who had more 
children when they came out of Egypt. 

Ver. 32. Of the children of Ephraim.] He had the pre- 
eminence given him to Manasseh long ago, (Gen.xlviii.19.) 
and therefore is here placed before him. 

Ver. 33. Of the tribe of Ephraim were forty thousand 
and five hundred.'] Though they were hitherto but few in 
comparison with some other tribes; yet in this the pro- 
phecy of Jacob was fulfilled, (Gen. xlviii. 19, 20.) that they 
were more fruitful than Manasseh, there being above eight 
thousand persons more in this tribe than in the other, 
(ver. 35.) 

Ver. 35. Of Manasseh were thirty and two thousand and 
two hundred.] This was now the smallest tribe ; but before 
they got to Canaan they grew very numerous, being in- 
creased above twenty thousand, (chap, xxvi.34.) 

Ver. 37. Of the tribe of Benjamin were thirty-five thou- 
sand and four hundred.] Though Benjamin had more chil T 
.dren than any of the rest of his brethren, when they went 
down into Egypt (Gen. xlvi. 21. where it appears he had 
.ten sons), yet his tribe had thefewestmen in it of all other, 
except Manasseh. 

Ver. 39. Of Dan were threescore and two thousand and 
seven hundred.] On the contrary, Dan, who had but one 
son when they went down into Egypt, (Gen. xlvi. 23.) grew 
to a greater number than any other tribe, except Judah. 
So variously did the Divine providence work in fulfilling 
the promise to Abraham, of multiplying his seed. 

Ver. 41. Of Asher were forty and one thousand and five 
hundred.] The growth of this tribe was not proportionable 
,to that of some other, considering how many children Asher 
had at their going down into Egypt. But they increased 
near twelve thousand more before they got out of the wil- 
derness, (chap. xxvi. 47.) 

Ver. 43. Of Naphtali were fifty and three thousand and 
four hundred.] The great increase of this tribe is alleged 
by Bochartus, to justify his interpretation of Gen. xlix. 21. 
by altering the punctuation of the words. But I have there 
^observed, that five other tribes were more numerous than 
Naphtali when this account was taken of them. 

Ver. 44. These are those that were numbered.] This is 
the account that was taken of the number of men in each 
tribe. 

Which Moses and Aaron numbered, and the princes of 
Israel being twelve men.] See v, 3, 4, &c. 

Each one was for the house of his fathers.] Who could the 
better judge to what tribe every one belonged. 

Ver. 45, 46. So were all those that were numbered, &c. 
six hundred thousand and three thomand and five hundred 
and fifty.] By which it appears there was not one man 
dead since their last numeration (seven months ago), when 



theywere taxed for the tabernacle; for they weTe at that time 
just so many as are here mentioned, (Exod. xxxviii. 26.) 
As for Nadab and Abihu, they were of the tribe of Levi, 
who are not here reckoned ; and the man that was stoned 
for blasphemy (Lev. xxiv.) was not of Israel, by the-side of 
his father. 

Ver. 47. But the Levites, after the tribe of their fathers, 
were not numbered among them.] There was no account 
taken of them among the other tribes ; as it is likely they 
were not comprehended in the former number, (Exod! 
xxxviii. 26.) being the persons who took the account, (ver. 
21.) and had before this consecrated themselves to the 
Lord, (chap, xxxii. 29.) 

After the tribe of their fathers] Is a Hebraism/ for the 
fathers of their tribe; expressing, in short, what is at large 
said of all the Test, by their generations, after their families, 
by the house of their fathers, (ver. 20. 22. 24, &c.) 

Ver. 48. For the Lord had spoken unto Moses, saying.] 
He had received an order from God, when he commanded 
him to number the people, not to number them ; which he 
sets down, that it might not be thought he favoured them^ 
because he was of their tribe, and therefore exempted therri 
from the wars, unto which all others were engaged! 

Ver. 49. Only thou shall not number the tribe of Levi, 
&c] Because they 'were intended for another service, and 
therefore were to be numbered by themselves. There was 
as stout and valiant men in this tribe as any other, (which 
appeared sufficiently when God's honour was to be vindi* 
cated, Exod. xxxii.) but God did not design them for the 
wars of Canaan, they having employment enough in carry- 
ing and guarding the tabernacle. 

And from this example, the heathen learned to exempt 
all those who ministered to their gods from all other ser- 
vices; particularly from the war. Strabo notes (lib. ix. 
Geograph.) this custom to have been as old as Homer's 
time; for in all his catalogue there is no mention of any 
ship that went against Troy from Alalcomenon, because 
that city was sacred to Minerva, who is thence called by 
Homer y A\aXKOfitv7itg 'ASnva. The same is observed by 
Caesar (lib. vi.) of the ancient Druids, that they were freed 
from the wars, and from tribute also. Which privilege 
St. Basil challenges as belonging to the clergy, Kara rby 
7rdXatbv vofiov, according to the ancient law, Epist eclxix. 
and S. Greg. Nazianzen doth the same in many places; 
particularly by his letter to Julianus, Epist. clxvi. 

Ver. 50. But thou shall appoint the Levites over the taber- 
nacle.] This was their work, to attend continually upon the 
house of God. 

Of testimony.] So it is called, because the ark of the tes- 
timony was there; for which it was principally made. See 
Exod. xxxviii. 21. and what I have noted upon Exod. xxv. 
16. chap. xl. 3. 

And over all the vessels thereof, and over all things that 
belong unto it.] Not to use them in any sacred ministry 
(which belonged to the priests alone), but to carry them 
when they were to be rempyed ; and to keep them in safety 
at all times. See chap. viii. ult. where it is expressly said, 
they shall do no service there. • ♦ 

They shall bear the tabernacle and all the vessels thereof] 
As is particularly directed in the fourth chapter. 

And they shall minister unto it.] Which ministry is at 
laTgc described in the third chapter. 
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And shall encamp round about the tabernacle^ As a 
guard unto it : they being like to the legions about the pa- 
lace of a great king, to secure and defend it from violcnco 
or rudeness. Which was the reason that they did not march 
under any of the standards of the other tribes: because 
they, were to make a camp by themselves ; the order of 
which is directed in the same third chapter. And for the 
same reason they were not to go to the wars ; because their 
camp was to attend upon tho tabernacle, the house of God. 

Vcr. 51. And when the tabernacle setteth forward, the 
Levites shall take it down; and when it is to be pitched, the 
Levites shall set it up.] When the Israelites removed to a 
new station, the tabernacle was taken in pieces, that it 
might be the more easily carried ifrom place. to place : in 
which the Levites were to be employed; arid likewise in 
putting it together again, when it was to be set up, where 
they rested in their journeys; as is more fully ordered in 
the fourth chapter, where the manner of taking it down 
and. setting it up again is directed*; and every one's office 
about it, whether priests (for they had some hand in,it) t or 
Levites, exactly appointed. 

And the stranger.] "W 'ho is not of this tribe, though an 
Israelite. 

; That comes nigh."] To perform any of the forenamed 
offices. 

t Shall be put to death.] As a presumptuous person, in 
meddling with that which doth not belong unto him; The 
author of Schebet jehudah extends this to all strangers, 
who worshipped strange gods ; and saith, there was a 
golden sword hung up in the gate of the temple with this 
inscription, The stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to 
death. 

Ver. 52. And the children of Israel] The rest of the 
tribes beforementioned. 

Shall pitch their tents every man by his own camp, &c] 
In the order prescribed in the next chapter. 

Ver. 53. But ? the Levites shall pitch round about the ta- 
bernacle of testimony. \ As i$ directed chap. iii. where they 
arc ordered to make a camp' nearer the tabernacle, within 
the other camp of the Israelites. 

That there be no wrath upon the congregation of the 
children of Israel.] To prevent the other camp of the Israel- 
ites from coming too nigh the tabernacle; whereby they 
might have incurred God's displeasure. 

And the Levites shall keep the charge of the tabernacle of 
testimony.] That is, therefore they were to be a constant 
guard about it ; that no man might approach nearer than 
God allowed, and so bring heavy punishments upon him- 
self and upon the congregation. 

Vcr. 54. And the children of Israel did according to all 
that tKe Lord commanded Moses, so did they.] Consented 
to. all that is here required, and did accordingly. 



CHAP. II. 

Ver. 1. JjlND the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron, say- 
ing.] The just number of days that were spent in taking 
the forenamed account of the people is uncertain, (see 
chap. i. 19.) but that being 'finished, now order'is given for 
their encamping under their several standards. And it is 



directed to Aaron as well as jf oscs ; though the order for 
numbering them was directed to Moses only, (chap, i^l.) 
Aaron having by that first order been joined with him in 
taking the account of them. 

Ver. 2. Every man of the children of Israel shall pitch 
by his own standard.] By tho banner of that tribe, to which 
he was joined by the following order. 

With the ensign of their father's house.] Every family and 
household had their particular ensigns, beside that great 
banner under which they encamped and marched • it being 
pitched and carried (as will appear) in the midst of them. 
How these banners and ensigns were distinguished one 
from another, we have no certain knowledge. The later 
Jews say (particularly Aben Ezra upon this place), that 
Judah carried in his standard the figure of a lion, and Reu- 
ben the figure of a man; Ephraim of an ox, and Dan of an 
eagle, for which I can see no ground. For though Judah 
be compared to a lion, yet "the reasons he gives for the 
other are "very absurd; with which I shall not trouble- the 
reader, but only observe, that there is not one word of any 
such thing in their ancient writers ; no, not in the whole 
body of the Talmud, as tbe famous Bochartus assures us. 
And it is not likely that they, who so lately smarted for 
making the golden calf/would adventure to make any other 
images, and expose them to the eyes of all the people; 
Nor is it impertinent to observe, that when Vitcllius in 
after-ages was to march against the Arabians through 
Judea,' the great men of the nation met him, and be- 
seeched him to march another way: the law of their coun- 
try not allowing images (such as were in the Roman en- 
signs) to be brought into it. So Josephus relates, lib. xviii. 
Antiq. cap. 7. for which one can see no reason, if their an- 
cestors in the wilderness had, by the command or allow- 
ance of Moses, carried an eagle in any of their standards: 
(sec Bochart in his Hieroz. par. i. lib. iii. cap. 5.) It is more 
probable, if there be room for conjecture in this matter, 
that the name of Judah might be embroidered in great let- 
ters in his standard, and of Reuben in his, and so of the 
rest: or they were distinguished by their colours only, as 
how our regiments are. 

Far off about the tabernacle of the congregation shall they 
pitch.] At such a distance as might shew their reverence to 
the tabernacle; and that there might be another camp of the 
Levites within them, who made a nearer inclosure about it, 
in the same form with the camp of Israel, which was quad- 
rangular. This distance of the camp of Israel from the 
tabernacle, is reasonably judged (by Josh. iii. 4.) to have 
been two thousand cubits ; that is, a mile. 

Ver. 3. And on the east side toward the rising ofthemn.] 
These are two expressions (after the manner of the He- 
brews) for the same thing. Or kedma, which we here 
translate ow the east , maybe translated on the fore-part, 
viz. of the tabernacle: which was towards the sun's rising. 

Shall they of the standard of the camp of Judah pitch.'] 
These had the most honourable post (as we now speak) of 
all others; pitching before the most holy place, where 
Moses and Aaron had their station in the camp of the Le- 
vites, (chap. iii. 38.) And therefore the LXX. translate the 
first words of this verse thus, ol 7rapEfif$aX\ovrEs ttq&toi, &c. 
they that encamp first towards the east shall be, &c. 

Throughout their armies.] They being, as we read be- 
fore (and as the next verse tells us again), threescore and 
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fourteen thousand and six hundred men, were divided into 
several bodies (such as we now call companies, and regi- 
ments, and brigades), under their several officers : for which 
the Hebrews have no name but that of army or host. 

And Nahshon the son of Amminadab.] He who was em-, 
ployed as the principal person in that tribe to help to take 
the number of them, (chap. i. 7.) 

Shall be the captain of the children of Judah .] Their com- 
mander-in-chief, or general, as we now speak, 
v Ver. 4. And hi§ host, and those that were numbered of 
them, ivere threescore and fourteen thousand, &c.] Hitherto 
Moses had 'set down the words that God spake to him: 
but these are his own words, which he intermixes all along 
with those of God's. . ■ *.* , .,.*,. 

Ver, 5. And those that do pitch, next unto him.] These 
now are the words of God; ordering what tribes should 
pitch under the standard of Judah, 

. Shall be the tribe of Issachar] He and Zebulun were 
two of the sons of Leah, as well as Judah : and therefore 
(heir tribes are fitly placed under the? standard of the tribe 
of Judah, as likely to agree well together. 
, AndNethaneel, the son of Zuar, shall be captain of the 
children of Issachar.] It may be noted, once for all, that 
the commanders-in-chief of the several trjibes, were those 
very persons who were chosen tp take the number of them: 
>vhich shews they were men of eminence among them;, as 
I observed, chap. i. 4. . , t f 

Ver. 6. And his host, andthqse that were numbered thereof, 
were, &c] These arc the words of Hoses, yvhich tp the end 
of the chapter (as I noted before) are interspersed with the 
orders that God gave for the, forming of their camp. , 
; Ver. 9. And all that wer? numbered in the camp of Judah 
were a hundred thousand, &c] This was the greatest body 
of all other; which had the honour tp be placed just before 
the oracle, as the strongest guard to it; the tribe of Judah 
lying in the midst, and the tribes of Issachar and Zebulun 
on each side of. his standard; unto which all their ensigns 
were in some sort of subjection. - , 

Throughout their armies.'] This. great body was divided 
into several smaller companies; for which they had no 
other name (as I observed before), but that of armies. 
; These shall first set forth.] When they removed from one 
station to another, this camp marched first. Forthey com- 
monly went eastward; in which quarter this camp was 
pitched, (ver. 3.). 

, Ver. 10. And on the south side shall be the standard of 
the camp. of Reuben, according to their armies, &c] Ther9 
is nothing to be observed concerning this camp, but that 
the tribe of Reuben had the honour to pitch in the midst of 
it; and the tribes of Simeon and Gad Jay on either side of 
-him under his standard or banner: just as Issachar and 
Zebulun did on either side of- Judah. And there was an 
Evident congruity in it ; Simeon being his next brother, and 
Gad the eldest son of Zilpah, the handmaid of their mother 
Leah, (Gen. xxx. 10, 11.) 

Ver. 14. Eliasaph the son ofReueL] Sec note upon chap, 
i. 14. 

Ver. 10. And they shall set forth in the second rank.] 
That is, when they removed, the three tribes that were 
pitched on the cast marched first under the banner of Ju- 
dah, (as was said before, ver. 9.) and then followed these 
three that lay on the south under the banner of Reuben, 
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Ver. 17. Then the tabernacle of the congregation shall set 
forward with the camp of the Levites.] After the forenamed 
camps the tabernacle was to follow, between those two 
that went before, and the camp of Ephraim arid the camp 
of Dan that came after. So they did not march as they 
pitched; for then, there was a camp on each side of the. 
tabernacle : whereas when they marched there was none 
on the sides, but two camps went before it, and two fol- 
lowed it ^ 

In the midst of the camp. 2 Not entirely in the midst: for. 
it appears by the tenth chapter of this book, ver 17. tha^ 
after the first camp under the standard of Judah was gone 
forward, the tabernacle was taken down and carried by the 
sons of Gerstion and Merari between the camp of Judah 
and that of Reuben, which next followed : and then the 
sanctuary set forward, borne by the Kohathites, (ver. 21.} 
whomarched exactly in the midst, between the standards 
of Judah and Reuben and the standards of Ephraim and 
Dan. lK , 4 ; 

' As they encamp so shall they set forward.'] This may refer 
either to the Levites, the sons of Kohath; that, as they lay 
encamped on the same side of the tabernacle that thp 
standard of Reuben did, so they should immediately march 
after ^them. Compare ver. 10. of this chapter with chap. iii. 
29. Or to the two camps forenamed; that" they should 
march in the same order wherein they lay encamped: Ju r 
dan, for instance, intthe midst of Issachar and Zebulun' 
before and behind him, or on each side of him. 

Every man in his place by their standards.] Every man 
keeping his place, which was assigned him, under the 
standard to which he belonged; that there might be nodis- 
order among them. : 

Ver. 18. ^Aiid.on the west side shall be the standard of the 
camp of Ephraim. &c] There is little to be noted here, but 
that Ephraim is plainly preferred before his brother, as he 
was in Jacob's blessing, (Gen. xlviii. 19, 20.) and that the 
two tribes which encamped under his standard, viz. Ma- 
nasseh (ver. 20.) and Benjamin, '(ver. 22.) are fitly joined 
with him ; they being all descended from Rachel. 

Ver. 24. All that were numbered of the camp of Ephraim 
were a hundred and eight thousand, &c] This was the 
smallest body of all the four. - . T v r 

And they shall go forward in the third rank.] And there- 
fore, though they lay on the west side in their encamp- 
ment, yet when they marched they did not go in the rear 
of all, but immediately behind the tabernacle. 

Ver. 25. The standard of the camp of Dan shall be on the 
north side, &c] This tribe, we may reasonably think, was 
advanced to this dignity, of bearing one of the four stand- 
ards, though they descended from a handmaid ; because 
Dan was the eldest of Jacob's sons of that sort, (Gen. xxx. 
.G.) and this tribe. was the most numerous of all others, ex- 
cept Judah ; as the foregoing chapter shews, (ver. 39.} 
with whom the tribes of Asher and Naphtali are fitly joined, 
being descended from handmaids also. 

Ver. 31. All that were numbered in the camp of Dan tvere 
a hundred and fifty-seven thousand, &c] This was the 
greatest body of men, except that under the standard of 
Judah, who inarched in the front ; and is the reason, per- 
haps, why these are ordered here, in the next words, to 
bring up the rear. 
... They shall go hindmost with their standards.] Here the 
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standard comprehends ensigns; for there was but one 
standard for this camp, as there were no more for the other 
three : therefore the meaning is, they shall march hinder- 
most under their several colours, as we now speak ; which 
was ordered for the greater security of the sanctuary, by 
the two strongest bodies marching before and behind, where 
there was the greatest danger. 

Ver. 32. These are those which were numbered of the 
children of Israel by the house of their fathers, &c.] That is, 
thus were all these persons disposed under their several 
standards ; whose number was taken by Moses and Aaron, 
with their associates, (chap. i. 44, 45.) 

Ver. 33. But the Levites were not numbered among the 
children of Israel, as the Lord commanded Moses.] And 
consequently did not belong to any of these standards, 
being to make another camp by themselves, (chap. i. 
47, &c.) 

Ver. 34. And the children of Israel did according to all 
that the Lord commanded Moses.] As they gave in their 
names when they were to be numbered, (chap. i. 54.) so 
they now joined together under such standards as God ap- 
pointed. 

. So they pitched by their standards, and so they set for- 
ward, &c.] Each tribe encamped under the standard that 
r was assigned to them; and they also marched, when they 
set forward, in such order as is here directed. Some order, 
no doubt, had been observed before, both when they rested 
aud when they marched, (see Exod. xii. 18.) but it was not 
so exact and regular as this form, into which they were now 
cast by* God himself, nor can we think it was so strictly 
observed. 

The Jews saythat this camp made a square of twelve 
miles in compass about the tabernacle; as Dr. Lightfoot 
hath observed, in his Cent. Chorogr* cxlviii. and J. Wa- 
genseil more lately, in his annotations upon the Gemara of 
Sota, cap. 1. sect. 51. where several of them say, that the 
camp was three parasots iu compass: and a parasot was 
four miles. 

CHAP. III. 

Ver. 1. JL HESEare the generations of Aaron and Moses.] 
"Being now to give an account of the Levites, who had not 
been numbered with the rest of the children of Israel, he 
sets down the descendants of the principal persons among 
them; viz. Aaron (whom he puts in the first place, because 
he was the eldest brother, and his posterity were advanced 
to the dignity of priests) and Moses; whose posterity 
were only ministers to the priests, as all the common 
Levites were. It may seem, indeed, at first sight, as if he 
gave an account only of Aaron's posterity; (ver. 2.) but 
if we look further to ver. 27,28. we shall find the pos- 
terity of both here numbered in the family of the Am- 
ramites, of whifch both Aaron and Moses were: Amram 
being their father; from whom' the genealogy of the chil- 
dren of Moses is derived, (1 Chron. xxiii. 13, 14, &c.) 
through their generations; as here those of Aaron. 

Concerning the word generations, see Dr. Hammond on 
the first of St. Matthew", note a. , 

' In the day that the Lord spake unto Moses in Mount 
Sinai.] This circumstance seems to be particularly speci- 
fied, because at that time Nadab and Abihu (who are men- 



tioned in the next verse) were both alive, and very emi- 
nent persons, (Exod. xxiv. 1. 9,10.) though they were now 
dead, at this numbering of the Levites. . 

Ver. 2. These are the names of the sons of Aaron, Nadab 
the first-born, &c] There seems no necessity of setting 
down the names of Aaron's sons, they not being here to 
be numbered. But it was of great concernment to have 
tho distinction preserved between the priests and the Le- 
vites, their offices being very different; and therefore 
Moses here sets down who belonged to the one, and who 
to the other. 

* Ver. 3. These are the names of the sons of Aaron, the 
priests which were anointed.] See Levit. viii. 30. 

Which he consecrated.] In the Hebrew, whose hand he 
filled. (See Exod. xxviii.41. and xxix. 9.) 

To minister in the priest's office.] He would have it noted, 
that Aaron's posterity were solemnly consecrated to a 
higher office than the rest of the tribe of Levi, who were to 
be their servants: the very name of cohen carries dignity 
in it; signifying sometimes a prince, as well as a priest. 
Accordingly, the priests had very little servile work im- 
posed upon them; but their chief business was to draw 
near to God, to present him with the blood, and the fat, 
and some part of the sacrifices which might be killed by 
other persons. This shews that they were God's fami- 
liars; insomuch that some sacrifices were divided between 
him and them: and it was the same thing, whether they 
were consumed on the altar, or eaten by tho priests: and 
those things are said to be given to God which were put 
into their hands, though they never came to the altar: 
which is an evidence of the near relation they had to the 
Divine Majesty, which the Levites had not; for they could 
not come nigh to offer any thing to him, no more than the 
rest of the Israelites but were employed in inferior service 
about the tabernacle, that the priests might wholly attend 
to the service of God at the altar. 

Ver. 4. And Nadab and Abihu died before the Lord, &c] 
A little after their consecration, (Lev. x. 1, &c.) 

And they had no children.] Which is here recorded, that 
all posterity might know there were none to be admitted 
to the office of priesthood, but such as could derive their 
genealogy from Eleazar or Ithamar. If the other had left 
any sons, they would have inherited their father's office be- 
fore Eleazar; as Maimonides observes out of Siphre: (see 
Schickard's Jus Regium, cap. vi. Theor. xx.) 

And Eleazar and Ithamar ministered in the priest's office, 
in thesight of their father.] The LXX. rightly translate it, 
together with their father, who was the high-priest, and 
they lower priests under him: and so were all their sons; 
which it is likely they had in good number: for they aro 
appointed, (ver. 38.) for the guard of the tabernacle to- 
wards the east. And thus tho Gemara Hierosol. in tho 
title concerning Fasting, saith, that Moses appointed eight 
classes of priests : four of tho family of Eleazar, and as 
many of Ithamar; which continued till the time of Samuel 
the prophet, and David, who admitted many more: (seo 
Selden de Success, in Pontif. cap. 1.) 

. Ver. 5. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] Now he 
gives order about the rest of the tribe of Levi, who had 
been omitted in the late muster. 

Ver. G. Bring the tribe of Levi near, and present them.] 
They had consecrated themselves to God by a noble act, 
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mentioned Exod. xxxii. 29. which procured them this 
blessing, to be presented to God, and consecrated to him 
in a solemn maimer, for such services as he should assign 
them. So this word, bring near, signifies to offer them 
unto God: as they were, chap.viii. 10, 11. 

Before Aaron the priest .] In his presence. 
TJiat they may minister unto him.'] Unto Aaron and the 
rest of the priests, who were the immediate ministers of 
God; and the Levites were given to minister unto them: 
which they did many ways; especially while they re- 
mained in the wilderness, where they had a peculiar charge 
(which otherwise would have been incumbent on the 
priests), not only to guard the tabernacle, and keep a watch 
night and day about it; but also to take it down, and to 
carry it, when they removed, and to set it up again when 
they rested; as we read in the following part of this 
chapter, and in the next. When they came into the land 
of Canaan, and were settled there, they had less to do of, 
this kind: but as the charge of the tabernacle still lay 
upon them, as it had done before, so did other works in 
the courts of the Lord's house, and in the chambers where 
they waited on the priests; which are particularly men- 
tioned in 1 Chron. xxiii. 28, 29, &c. And in David's time 
their work was still more increased; for he appointed them 
to be singers in the house of the Lord, and to play upon 
several sorts of instruments, (1 Chron. xxv.) which they 
did morning and evening, (1 Chron. xxiii. 80.) Porters, 
perhaps, there were before, who stood at the severaljgates 
of the tabernacle, as afterward of the temple; and are said 
therein H to minister in the house of the Lord," (1 Chron. 
xxvi. 12.) as also guards of the treasury of God's house, 
and of things dedicated to him, (ver. 20.) But as he in- 
creased the number of. them, so he settled them in their 
courses, that there might be a constant attendance with 
greater ease. As for those of them that were made judges 
and officers, not only in matters concerning the Lord, 
but in the service of the king, (as we read there, 1 Chron. 
xxvi. 29, 30.) it no more belongs to what is said of them 
here, than what follows 'there, (ver. 31.) that " there were, 
found among them mighty men of valour." (Sec upon 
ver. 10.) 

Ver. 7. And they shall keep his charge, and the charge of 
the whole congregation.] It highly concerned Aaron in par- 
ticular, and the whole congregation in general, that the 
tabernacle should be well guarded : and this was the Le- 
vites* great business at present ; who took this charge from 
off their hands, by attending that service, which all of them 
were bound to perform. 

Before the tabernacle of the congregation.'] This exactly 
expresses in what their ministry consisted ; which was not 
performed in the tabernacle (where the priests only offi- 
ciated in the holy place, as the high-priest in the most holy), 
but before it, in the external part of it, where they assisted 
the priests in their service. 

k To do the service of the tabernacle.] Such service as I 
have mentioned before, (ver. 6.) 

Ver. 8. And they shall keep.] By guarding them, and 
keeping a continual watch about them. 

All the instruments of the tabernacle of the congregation.] 
Every thing belonging to it. 

And the charge of the children of Israel, to do the service 
of the tabernacle.] By which service at the tabernacle they 

vol. I, 



took upon them the charge; which otherwise was incum- 
bent on the whole congregation, who were to take care that 
the holy things were kept both safe and secure, and also 
separate to the sacred uses to which tfiey were appointed. 

These words, which are often repeated, [to do the service 
of the tabernacle,] are to be carefully noted ; because the 
Levites did not serve in the tabernacle (which belonged 
only to the priests), but served the tabernacle, by guarding 
it, and taking it down, and carrying it, &c. as was said 
before. 

Ver. 9. And thou shalt give the Levites unto Aaron and to 
his sons.] They were first presented unto God, (ver. 6.) and 
God bestowed them as a gift upon the priests. (See chap. 
viii. 19.) 

They are xvhqlly given unto him out of the children of 
Israel.] To attend upon the priests, and to obey their 
orders; for which they paid them nothing, but they were 
to do it freely, being given to them to be their servants by 
God, who paid them their wages. 

Ver. 10. And thou shalt appoint Aaron and his sons, and 
they sliall wait on their priest 's office.] Or, thou shalt appoint 
them to wait on their priesthood : which he had shewn be- 
fore was very different from the Levitical office ; but, to 
make them more mindful of their dignity, he repeats it 
again ; that Aaron and his sons alone should officiate as 
priests, viz. in offering sacrifice ; in setting the bread upon 
the holy table ; looking after the lights, and burning incense ; 
which they were to perform in their own persons, and not 
appoint any others, as their deputies, to do them : for none 
of these things could be performed by the Levites, whose 
business it was to look after the fine flour of which the* 
bread w r as made ; to prepare it, and the frankincense which 
was to be burnt; and abundance of such-like things, which 
are particularly mentioned, 1 Chron. ix. 27 — 29. 31, 32. 
But they could not make the anointing oil, or the sweet per- 
fume, mentioned Exod. xxx. 23. 34. for they were most holy; 
and, therefore, the priests only could compound them. 

And the stranger that cometh nigh.] By stranger is meant 
any one (though a Levite) that was not of the sons of 
Aaron, who alone had the privilege to approach unto God. 

Shall beput to death.] God himself sent out a fire to con- 
sume Korah and his company, who presumed to offer in- 
cense, being but bare Levites, and not priests, (chap, xvi.) 

Ver. 11. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] To 
make the matter more clear, he further tells Moses the 
reason, why he took the Levites from among the children 
of Israel to be his after a peculiar manner. 

Ver. 12. And I, behold, I have taken the Levites from 
among the children of Israel.] Take notice of the reason 
why I have taken the Levites from among the rest of the 
Israelites, (ver. 9.) for it is by my order and appointment. 

Instead of all the first-born that openeth the matrix, &c] 
To make an exchange with them for all their first-born, 
which I have heretofore challenged as my own, and now 
take the Levites in their stead. 

• Tlierefore the Levites shall be mine.] As all the first-born 
were, which now shall he theirs, and the Levites be mine. 

Ver. 13. Because all the first-born are mine.] By a special 
right, which is mentioned in the next words. 

For on the day that I smote all the first-born in the land of 
Egypt.] The title whereby ho laid a claim to all the first- 
born was, that great miracle (as R. Levi of Barcelona calls 
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it) which he wrought, when he destroyed all the first-born 
of their neighbours in Egypt, and touched not one of theirs. 
By which sparing mercy he acquired a just right to them; 
and by that solemn dedication which he then commanded 
to be made of them unto his uses, (Exod. xiii. 2. 12, 13.) 

I hallowed unto me all the first-born in Israel, &c] He 
separated them unto himself, by sparing them, when he 
killed all other first-born, but only theirs. 

Mine they shall be.] Both by that act of his own, and by 
the act of the children of Israel, whom he commanded to 
sanctify them to him, (Exod. xiii. 2. andxxii. 29.) they be- 
came God's. By which it appears, that he had not a pe- 
culiar right in the first-born, more than in any other of their 
children, till their coming out of Egypt. And therefore, the 
taking of the Levites to be his, instead of the first-born, is 
no argument that the first-born had hitherto been the 
priests who ministered unto God, till this exchange of 
them for the Levites. So our learned Dr. Lightfoot seems 
to infer, in his notes upon this passage; " The first-born 
(saith he) had been priests till the consecration of the Le- 
vites ; but now that function must be confined to that tribe." 
In which words (with due respect be it spoken to that ex- 
cellent man's labours) there are several mistakes. For, as 
the priesthood was not now confined to this tribe, but to 
one family in this tribe (that of Aaron), so it was not con- 
fined to it upon this occasion; but he and his sons wero 
consecrated before this exchange of the Levites for the 
first-born, who were now given to minister unto them, but 
had nothing to do with the priesthood ; no more than the 
first-born had, for whom they were exchanged; that pecu- 
liar right which God had in the first-born being since their 
coming out of Egypt. Upon all which considerations, we 
may look upon this exchange as an argument rather that 
the first-born were not priests in former times than that 
they were : as the Jews fancy, and as many have suggested 
from this very taking of the Levites to be God's portion in 
their stead. For so Menochius himself (lib. ii. de Repub. 
Jud. cap.l.)asserts from this very place, " Jus sacerdotum 
inLevitas translatuin, et eos loco prim ogenito rum acceptos, 
quibus hoc jus debehatur," that the right of priests was 
transferred to the Levites', and they were accepted instead of 
the first-born, to whom that right belonged. In which there 
is not a word of truth, but only that the Levites were ac- 
cepted instead of the first-born ; who had the same right to 
the priesthood that the Levites had ; that is, none at all. 

lam the Lord.] Who may take whom I please to be em- 
ployed in my service ; and think it reasonable that those 
whom I spared, when I slew the Egyptian first-born, should 
be mine. 

Ver. 14. And the Lord spake unto Moses.] There was 
some reason, no doubt, why Moses alone is commanded to 
take the number of the Levites upon this occasion, (as he 
alone did, ver. 1G.) when Aaron is joined with him in num- 
bering the Israelites, (chap. i. 3.) and in numbering the 
Levites themselves who were fit for service, (chap. iv. 2. 
41. 45.) nay, the chief of the Israelites assisted therein, 
(ver. 46.) And it is most probable he alone was employed 
to take this account, because Aaron was a party in it ; the 
money .that was to be paid for so many of the first-born, 
as exceeded the number of the Levites, being given to him 
and to his sons, (ver. 48.) 

In the wilderness of Sinai.] This command immediately 



followed thp other, in the two preceding chapters, before 
they departed from the wilderness of Sinai ; where they had 
been ever since God delivered the law to them from that 
mountain. 

Ver. 15. Number the children of Levi, after the house of 
their fathers, by their families.] Just as they had numbered 
the rest of the children of Israel. (See chap. i. 2.) Only 
those they numbered from twenty years old and upward ; 
but the Levites from a month old and upward. 

Every male from a month old and upward shalt thou 
number them.] The reason of this difference was, that this 
was the age at which they were to redeem their first-born, 
(chap, xviii. 1C.) in whose stead the Levites were to be 
given unto God. (See ver. 40. of this chapter.) 

Ver. 10. And Moses numbered them according to the word 
of the Lord, &c] This charge was committed to him alone, 
(ver. 10.) and he alone (as I there observed) performed it. 

Ver. 17. And these were the sons of Levi, by their names, 
Gershon, arid Kohath, andMerari.] The same account we 
had before, (Gen. xlvi. 11. Exod. vi. 16.) 

Ver. 18. And these are the names of the sons of Gershon, 
by their families, Libni and Shimei.] The same is said 
Exod. vi. 17. 

Ver. 19. And the names of the sons of Kohath, &c] They 
are mentioned in the same order, in Exod. vi. 18, 19. 

Ver. 20. These are the families of the Levites, according 
to the house of their fathers.] These were the principal 
families in this tribe ; from whence the several households, 
and the persons in them, were derived. 

Ver. 21, 22. Of Gershon was the family, &c] From his 
two sons sprung two families; who had in them seven 
thousand and five hundred male children, from a month old 
and upward. 

• Ver. 23. And the families of the Gershonites shall pitch 
behind the tabernacle westward.] Where the most holy 
place was; and where they under the standard of Ephraim 
lay, in the great camp of Israel, (chap. ii. 18.) between 
whom and the tabernacle this part of the camp of Levi 
pitched. 

Ver. 24. And the chief of the house of the father of the 
Gershonites, &c.] The commander-in-chief, as we may 
style him, or the principal officer in this part of the camp 
of the Levites, w r as Eliasaph the son of Lacl ; but of what 
family he was, whether of the Libnites or Shimites, is not 
related. 

Ver. 25. And the charge of the sons of Gershon.] That 
which was committed peculiarly to their care. 

In the tabernacle of the congregation.] In the things be- 
longing to the tabernacle; for none went into it but "the 
priests alone. 

Shall be the tabernacle.'] Not the boards, and pillars, and 
bases of it, (for they belonged to the care of the sons of 
Merari, ver. 3G.) but the ten curtains, which were the in- 
ward hangings of it, and are called the mischan, or taber- 
nacle, (Exod. xxvi. 1. and sec the next chapter of this 
book, ver. 25.) 

And the tent.] The outward curtains of goats' hair, which 
are called ohel, the tent, (Exod. xxvi. 7. 12.) 

The covering thereof] The michse, as the Hebrews call 
it, or the covering of the tent, were the rams' skins and 
badgers' skins, which lay outmost of all, upon the curtains 
of goats' hair ; (Exod. xxvi. 14.) 
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And the hanging for the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation.'] The outward veil, mentioned Exod. xxvi. 36. 
for the inward veil, which hung before the most holy place, 
was the charge of the Kohathites. 

Ver.26. Andthehangingsofthecourt.] SeeExod.xxvii.9. 

And the curtain for the door of the court J] Exod. xxvi. 16. 

Jtliidi is by the tabernacle, and by the altar round about.] 
Or, as the Hebrew particle al may be translated, is over, or 
upon the tabernacle, &c. that is, this curtain at the door 
and the hangings of the court compassed the tabernacle, 
and the altar of btfimt-offerings (which stood at the door of 
it, Exod. xl. 19.) round about; so that they were not ex- 
posed to common sight: for these Gershonites had nothing 
to do with the altar itself, which was the charge of the 
Kohathites, (ver. 31.) 

And the cords of it.] This seems to refer, not merely to 
the curtain for the door of the court, but to all that went 
before, viz. the cords whereby those hangings were stretched 
out, and fastened by pins to the wood-work of the taber- 
nacle: for the cords of that belonged to the custody of the 
sons of Merari, (ver. 37.) and we find pins and cords, as 
well for the tabernacle (that is, the hangings) as for the 
court, i. e. the boards, &c. (Exod. xxxv. 18.) 

For all the service thereof] Of this part of the house of 
God, as appears from ver. 31. and 36. where this is repeated 
with respect to the other parts of it. 

Ver. 27. And ofKohath was the f amity of the Amramites, 
&c] He was the second son of Levi, and had as many 
more families sprung from him as from the eldest; among 
which was the family of the Amramites, of which were 
Moses and Aaron. 

Ver. 28. In the number of all the mates, &c] Though 
there were four families of the Kohathites, and but two of 
the Gershonites, yet the latter were as numerous as they, 
within eleven hundred. 

Keeping the charge of the sanctuary.] Of what belonged 
to the holy place, which was committed to their charge, as 
it follows afterward ; and they were instructed in it betimes. 
. Ver. 29. The families of the soiis ofKohath shall pitch 
on the side of the tabernacle southward.] Between the ta- 
bernacle and the standard of Reuben, (chap. ii. 10.) 

Ver. 30. And the chief of the house of the father of the fa- 
milies of the Kohathites shall be Eli zaphan the son of Uz- 
ziel.] There was a commander-in-chief appointed over 
this body of the Levites, who was chosen out of the young- 
est family of the Kohathites. But it is observable, there 
were no standards belonging to any of these bodies, they 
being designed for other service, and not for war. 

Ver. 31. And their charge shall be the ark, and the table, 
and the candlestick.] The sanctuary, as was said before, 
(ver. 28.) being committed to their custody, the particu- 
lars are here mentioned, which were the most precious of 
all the holy things, with which the Kohathites had the ho- 
nour to be entrusted, though a younger family than those 
descended from Gershon, because Moses and Aaron were 
of it/ being of the family of the Amramites ; which is the 
reason why the Kohathites are reckoned first in the next 
chapter; (ver. 2.) and that of the forty-eight cities given 
to the Levites by Joshua, almost half of them fell to their 
families, (Josh. xxi. 4, 5.) 

The altars.] Both the altar of burnt-offerings and the 
altar of incense. 



And the vessels of the sanctuary wherewith they (i. e. the 
priests) minister.] See Exod. xxv. 29. xxxvii. 16. 

And the hanging.] That is, the veil before the most holy 
place, for all other hangings w T ere under the care of the 
Gershonites, (ver. 25. 26.) wherein the ark was wrapped, 
when they carried it, (chap. iv. 5.) 

And all the service thereof] Whatsoever belonged to this 
part of God's house : (see ver. 26.) and the particulars are 
mentioned in the next chapter, ver. 7. 9. 14. 

Ver. 32. And Eleazar, the son of Aaron, shall be chief 
over the chief of the Levites.] There was one officer in chief 
set over each of these great families; of the Gershonites 
(ver. 24.) of the Kohathites, (ver. 30.) and the Merarites, 
(ver. 35.) And over all these chiefs there is now appointed 
a supreme chief (who was to govern them as they governed 
those under them), and that was Eleazar, who was more 
than a Levite, being the' eldest son of Aaron, the high 
priest. 

And liave the oversight of them that keep the charge of the 
sanctuary.] But, more particularly, Eleazar was to super- 
vise those that had the sanctuary under their care; that is, 
all the Kohathites and Elizaphan their chief, (ver. 20.) 

Ver. 33, 34.] Of Merari was the family of the Mahlites, 
and the family of the Mushites, &c] Nothing is observable 
of these, but that they were the fewest in number, being 
thirteen hundred less than the children of Gershon, (see 
ver. 22.) 

Ver. 35. These shall pitch on the side of the tabernacle 
northward.] Opposite to the Kohathites; between the 
standard of Dan and the sanctuary, (chap. ii. 25.) 

Ver. 36. And under the custody and charge of the sons of 
Merari, shall be the boards of the tabernacle, &(?.] Con- 
cerning all the things mentioned in this, and in the next 
verse,- see Exod. xxvi. 15, 16, &c. xxvii. 10 — 12, &c. and 
the next chapter of this book, ver. 31, 32. 

Ver. 37. And their cords.] These are different from those 
beforementioned, ver. 27. as I noted there. 

Ver. 38. But those that encamp before the tabernacle to- 
wards the east.] Where the entrance into it was. 

Even before the tabernacle of the congregation eastward.] 
He would have this station observed, as much excelling 
the rest. 

Shall be Moses, and Aaron and his sons.] There were 
but three bodies of the Levites, descended from the three 
sons of Levi, (ver. 1.) and therefore none left to guard 
this side of the tabernacle, but Moses and Aaron, and 
their families; who lay between the standard of Judah 
and the tabernacle, (see chap. ii. ver. 3.) which was the 
most honourable post, as I there noted : where the priests 
were with great reason placed, together with the chief go- 
vernor of all, Moses; because they were to guard the holy 
place, that none might go into it but themselves. 

Keeping the charge of the sanctuary.] Of the entrance 
into it. 

For the charge of the children of Israel.] Which it con- 
cerned every one of the children of Israel should be kept 
sacred : (see ver. 7.) 

And the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death?] 
No man that was not of the house of Aaron (though a 
Levite) was, upon the peril of his life, to enter into the 
sanctuary: of which they had the charge: (see ver. JO.) 

Ver. 39. All that were numbered of the Levites, which 
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Moses and Aaron numbered, at the commandment of the 
Lord.~] This looks like a contradiction to the observation 
I made, ver. 14. 1G. But Aaron's numbering here, in all 
probability, is only agreeing that this was a true account 
which Moses took of the tribe of Levi. For Moses still 
continues to be alone concerned in numbering the first- 
born of the children of Israel, for whom they were to be 
exchanged, (ver. 40. 42.) 

Were twenty and two thousand.'] If the particular sums 
beforementioned (ver. 22. 28. 34.) be put together, they 
amount to three hundred more than twenty-two thousand. 
Therefore it is a reasonable conjecture, that the three hun- 
dred are omitted in this account, because they were the 
first-born of the Levites themselves; and upon (hat score 
belonging to God already, (by the law in Exod. xiii. 2. 
xxxiv. 20.) could not be exchanged for the first-born 
of other tribes, and substituted in their stead, as other 
Levites were. It is very observable here also, that the 
Levites were the fewest in number of any tribe ; - being but 
tivo-and-iwenty thousand three hundred, from a month old 
and upward: when some tribes were twice, nay thrice as 
many, (see chap. i. 27.) riot reckoning children, but only 
men from twenty years old and upward. In which the 
Divine Providence was very conspicuous, which so or- 
dered it, that this whole tribe might be dedicated to him ; 
whereas, if it had grown proportionably to the rest, there 
would have been more Levites by far than the first-born of 
all the tribes. 

Ver. 40. And the Lord said itn to Moses.'] To whom alone 
this command is directed, as I observed above. * 

Number all the first-born of the males of the children of 
Israel from a month old and upward.] The first-born males 
were to be a month old, before their parents were bound 
to redeem them : if they died before, they were not to pay 
any thing for them. Which depends upon another law, 
Lev. xii. 4. 6. where if a woman brought forth a male, 
besides the seven days of her separation, she was to stay 
threc-and-thirty days more before she went unto the sanc- 
tuary: at which time the child being to be presented to 
God, it appears that he acknowledged them for his when 
they were a month old. Yet they distinguish between the 
time when the redemption money was due, and when it 
was offered. This latter was deferred till the mother was 
abroad again : but it was due, and the father obliged to 
pay it, as soon as the child was a month old. So Const. 
L'Empereur observes outofMahnonides,upon Bava kama, 
cap. vii. sect. G. 

And take the number of their names.] That their number, 
and that of the Levites, might be compared one with the 
other ; for the reason which here follows. 

Ver. 41. And thou shalt take the Levites for me (I am 
the I^ord), instead of all the first-born among the children of 
Israel.] God had taken them before, as we read, ver. 12. 
by declaring his will to Moses about it. And now he com- 
mands Moses to declare his will to the people, and actually 
to make this exchange; after he had taken the number, 
both of the first-born and of the Levites. For he had au- 
thority to take which he pleased, being their Lord. 

And the cattle of the Levites, instead of all the firstlings 
among the cattle of the children of Israel.] Not that they 
should be sacrificed, or taken from the Levites ; but that 



tie of the Levites, who were his entirely: and therefore 
were presented unto him, as the Levites were ; but still 
continued in their possession by his allowance, for their 
encouragement in his service : (see ver. 45.) 

Ver. 42. And Moses numbered as the Lord commanded 
him all the first-born of the children of Israel.] But we do 
not find that he numbered the firstlings of their cattle, or 
the cattle of the Levites ; because the exchange of them 
was not made in particular, by substituting one for one; 
but generally, by substituting all the cattle of the Levites, 
instead of all the firstlings of the Israelites* cattle. 

Ver. 43. And all the first-born males, by the number of 
names, &c. and were twenty and two thousand two hundred 
and threescore and thirteen.] It may appear something 
strange, that, from above six hundred thousand men, (rec- 
koning from twenty years old and upward, chap. i. 46.) 
there should not be more than this number of first-born 
sons ; till it be considered, that thus many were born since 
the slaughter of the Egyptian first-born (which was not 
much above a year ago), after which time all the first-born 
of Israel became God's; but not those that were born be- 
fore: for $o the law is, Exod. xiii. 2. Wliatsoever openeth 
the womb, (i. e. hereafter) both of man and beast, shall be 
mine. 

- Ver. 44.' And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] Still 
he is the person solely employed in this business. 
• Ver. 451 Take the Levites instead of all the first-born 
among the children of Israel, and the cattle of the Levites 
instead of their cattle.] Having numbered both the Levites 
and the first-born, now he bids' him take those two : and- 
twenty thousand Levites instead of so many first-born. 
As for the cattle, they "were not numbered, as I observed 
before, but exchanged in the lump, as we speak. 
t And the Levites shall be mine.] I think it is remarkable 
that he doth not add, and their cattle shall be mine also. 
For he did not take their cattle'from them when they be- 
came his; but left them the use of them, who still enjoyed 
them in his right. 

lam the Lord.] This exchange is made by my authority, 
who am the Lord, both of them and all they have. 
, Ver. 46. And for those that are to be redeemed of the two 
hundred and threescore and thirteen, &c] There being two 
hundred threescore and thirteen first-born more than there 
were Levites, they are directed, in the next verse, what to 
do about them. For there could be no exchange of Levites 
for them, because there was not a sufficient number to be 
taken in their stead. 

Ver. 47. lliou shalt even take five shekels a-piece by the 
poll.] This was the price of redemption ever after, as ap- 
pears from chap, xviii. 1G. For it had been lately consti- 
tuted the value of a man-child, from a month to five years 
old, in Levit xxvii. 6. 

After the shekel of the sanctuary, &c.] See Exod. xxx. 13, 
&c. The only difficulty in this matter was, to dctermino 
which of the first-born should be redeemed by paying this 
money, and which should be exchanged for the Levites. 
For every one of the Israelites, no doubt, was desirous 
rather to have his first-born redeemed by a Levite, than by 
paying five shekels; and yet some of them must be put to 
this expense, there not being Levites enough to answer for 
them all. The Jews think (particularly R. Solomon) that 



they should be accounted God's cattle; they being the cat- j there was no way to satisfy this doubt like that by draw- 
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ing of lots, which was done in this manner. Moses, saith * 
the forenamed doctor, took two-and-twenty thousand 
scrolls of parchment, and wrote in them these words, a son 
of Levi; and two hundred and seventy and three, more, 
wherein he wrote five shekels; and then putting them all 
together in an urn, and shaking it to mingle them, he com- 
manded every oue of the first-born to come, and put in his 
hand, and draw out a schedule : and to him that drew out 
one of the former sort, he said, a Levite hath redeemed 
thee; but to him that drew out one of the latter, he said, 
pay thy price. And thus they tell the story also in the 
Geraara Babylon. Tit. Sanhedrin, which is probable 
enough; unless we suppose the congregation to have re- 
deemed the two hundred seventy-three first-born out of a 
common stock; which was a shorter way, but not so Di- 
vine as the other. 

Ver. 48. And thou shalt give the money, wherewith the odd 
number of them is to be redeemed, unto Aaron, and to his 
sons.} AVhich was but reasonable; because the Levites 
being given to them by God, (ver. 6, 7.), the money that was 
paid to make up what was wanting in their proportion to 
the first-born belonged to them likewise. 

Ver. 49. And Moses took the redemption-money of thetn 
that were over and above.] To whom the lot fell, having 
five shekels written upon it. 

Tliem that were redeemed by the Levites.'] The first-born 
were redeemed by the Levites as far as their number would 
reach ; the rest, who were more than the Levites, were re- 
deemed by money. 

Ver. 50. Of tlie first-born of the children of Israel took he 
the money, a thousand three hundred and threescore and five 
shekels.] Five times two hundred seventy and three make 
just this number. 

Ver. 51. And Moses gave the money of them that were re- 
deemed unto Aaron, and to his sons.] Which was a rule ob- 
served in future generations, (chap, xviii. 15, &c.) 

According to the word of the Lord, as the Lord commanded 
Moses.] This is so oft repeated, to shew how faithful a ser- 
vant Moses was ; who did nothing but by the Divine order, 
and omitted nothing that was commanded him. 



CHAP. IV. 

Ver. 1. JjLND the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, 
saying.] They being both of them concerned to see this 
carefully executed, he speaks to both ; and they took others 
to their assistance, (ver. 34. 46.) 

Ver. 2. Take the sum of the sons of Kohath, &c] They 
are first mentioned, being employed in the most honourable 
work; as 1 observed before, (chap. iii. 31.) 

Ver. 3. From thirty years old andupivard.] In this work, 
to which they arc appointed, they were not employed 
till they came to thirty years of age ; but they were ad- 
mitted to attend at the tabernacle, and do other service, at 
the age of five-and-twenty ; as we read, chap. viii. ver. 25. 
Which place the Jews (in the Gemara Babylonica upon 
the title Cholin) reconcile with this, after this manner : they 
were admitted to learn their duty at five-and-twenty, and to 
minister at thirty. And so Aben Ezra upon Numb. viii. 
They were probationers, and might do some service at five- 
and-twenty years old, but not do all; for they might wait 



upon the tabernacle, but not bear the ark. And that is the 
exact truth; they were admitted to minister to the priests 
at five-and-twenty, but were not put upon this laborious 
work here mentioned, till they had sufficient strength for it; 
which was at thirty years of age, when they were able to 
carry burdens; for by that word their work is described, 
(ver. 15. 19. 24. 31. 47.) For though some things, which 
they were charged withal, might be put into waggons, yet 
the ark and the most holy things were to be carried upon 
their shoulders, though they marched never so far, (ver. 15. 
and vii. 9.) When the ark, indeed, was settled in the tem- 
ple, which was a fixed place, and therefore was no longer 
to be carried up and down, then (as D. Kimchi observes 
upon 1 Chron. xxiii.) king David appointed them to enter 
upon their office at twenty years old; there being also other 
great work to be performed in his time, for which they were 
fit at that age. And so it continued even after their return 
from the captivity at Babylon, Ezra iii. 8. (See Selden do 
Success. inPontificat. lib.ii. cap. 4. and Lightfoot in his 
Temple Service, chap. vi. sect. 1.) 

Even until fifty years old.] Beyond which age they were 
not bound to do any service, but only to minister with their 
brethren at the tabernacle, (chap. viii. 25, 26.) 

All that enter into the host.] Or, into the warfare. For 
their watching continually, as a guard, about the taberna- 
cle, (chap. iii. 7, &c.) made them a sort of militia, who 
were encamped, as appears by the foregoing chapter, about 
the tabernacle for its security. Besides which, there was 
other work which might make their service as laborious as 
a soldier's life is, and give it the name of entering into the 
host; which manner of speaking St. Paul uses unto Timo- 
thy, 1 Tim. i. 18. where he exhorts him to war a good 
warfare. 

To do the ivork of the tabernacle of the congregation.'] 
They did not perform any work in it, but about it (such as 
here follows), unless we understand by the tabernacle', the 
outward court, into which they went to minister unto the 
priests. 

Ver. 4. This shall be the service of the sons of Kohath, in the 
tabernacle of the congregation, about the most holy things.] 
The next verses explain what this service was : or, if the 
word about (in the latter end of the verse) were quite left 
out, the sense would be more clear ; this shall be the service 
of the sons of Kohath, &c. the most holy things; that is, the 
ark, as Aben Ezra expounds it. And his interpretation 
may be justified from ver. 19, 20. in the latter of which it 
is called the holy, and in the former the holy of holies ; as 
it is here in the Hebrew: for it was the most holy of all 
other holy things in the tabernacle; and gave the name to 
the place where it stood, oiholy of holies, or the most holy 
place. And this made the service of the Kohathites the 
most honourable of all other, and is the reason they are 
mentioned first. 

Ver. 5. Wlten the camp setteth foi-ward:] Which it did 
not do till the cloud was taken up, and removed from off 
the tabernacle, (Exod. xl. 36, 37. Numb. x. 11.) 

Aaron shall come, and his sons.] While the cloud rested 
upon the tabernacle, and the glory of the Lord filled the 
house, none but Aaron might come into the most holy 
place where the ark was, and that but on one day in the 
year; and then, after he had filled* it with incense, which 
made a cloud before the mercy-seat (which was the cover- 
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ing of the ark), over which the Schcchinah was. But that 
being removed in the cloud, when it was taken up from the 
tahernaclc ; not only Aaron, but his sons also might come 
into the most holy place, without any irreverence ; that 
which made it so holy (viz. the glory of the Lord) being 
gone out of it for the present; so that there was no danger 
in approaching to the ark where it was wont to rest. 

And they shall take down the covering veil] Whereby the 
holy place was parted from the most holy; which is always 
meant by the word parocheth, (as I shewed upon Exod. 
xxvi. 31.) which is here used: and though the word masach 
be added to it, which constantly signifies the outward veil 
at the entrance of the sanctuary ; yet it is plain that the 
inward veil, which was at the entrance of the most holy 
place is here intended : for the other was committed to the 
care of the Gershonites, (ver. 25.) 

And cover the ark of the testimony with it."] By this it is 
evident they went into the holy place, unto the very ark, 
over which they threw this covering. 

Ver. 6. And shall put thereon the covering of badgers* 
skins.'] Not any of those wherewith the tabernacle was co- 
vered, (Exod. xxvi, 14.) but a covering made on purpose 
for this use, to defend the ark from the injury of the wea- 
ther when they carried it on their shoulders. 

And shall spread over it a cloth u)holly of blue.'] Or, of 
perfect blue. This was the third covering of the ark; which, 
till it was laid upon it, the Levites might not approach it. 
And since the tabernacle was the image of things in the hea- 
vens (as not only the apostle, but the Jews themselves 
say), the ark in particular being a figure of the celestial 
throne of God ; it is not an unreasonable conceit of R. Be- 
chai, that this fefoe-coloured cloth was spread over it as an 
emblem of the skies, which are spread like a curtain be- 
tween us and the Majesty on high. 

And shall put in the staves thereof] It is not said they 
shall put them in the rings; for they were never to be 
taken out of them, (Exod. xxv. 15.) Nor do the Hebrew 
words signify that they should put them in; but it should 
be translated, put the staves thereof that is, upon their 
shoulders. So Aben Ezra interprets it; which seems to 
me the most simple exposition: or, fit and dispose them, 
under the covering, that they might be laid on their shoul- 
ders : or, order them so in the rings (which is Chuskuni's 
explication), that they might fall into the two notches, 
which were in the staves, to keep the ark from sliding up 
and down. 

Ver. 7. And upon the table of shew-bread they shall spread 
a cloth of blue.] It is not said wholly of blue, as it is of the 
former; which shews it was of something a different co- 
lour. 

And put thereon the dishes.] Upon which the bread was 
set. 

And the spoons and boivls, &c] See Exod. xxv. 29. 

And the continual bread.] i. e. The bread which stood 
continually in the presence of God. 

Shall be thereon.] Even when the table was carried from 
place to place; which shews that they provided this bread, 
(according to the order, Exod. xxv. 30.) all the time they 
were in the wilderness. And it was not hard to procure so 
much corn from their neighbours, bordering upon the wil- 
derness, as would be sufficient for this purpose, and for 
others, which I shall note in their proper places ; particu- 
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larly from the land of Midian, where Moses's father-in-law 
lived; which was not far from Sinai, (as appears from 
Exod. iii. 1.) where they were at present. 

Ver. 8. And they shall spread upon them a cloth of scar- 
let, and cover the same with a covering of badgers' skins.] 
These had a triple covering, as well as the ark ; being holy 
things, and having a holy thing (that is, the bread of the pre- 
sence, as it is called in the Hebrew, because it stood before 
God continually) in the dishes upon the table. 

And shall put in the staves thereof] That it might be 
ready to be carried, (Exod. xxv. 27, 28.) 

Ver. 9. And they shall take a cloth of blue.] Like that 
which covered the table, (ver. 7.) 

And cover the candlestick of the light.] See Exod. xxv. 
31. and xxxvii. 17, &c. 

And his lamps, and his tongs, &c] Exod. xxv. 37, 38, 
and xxxvii. 23. 

And all the oil-vessels thereof] For God commanded them 
to bring pure oil to feed the lamps continually, (Exod. 
xxvii. 20.) which was put, no doubt, in vessels, to preserve 
it for daily use. 

With which they minister unto it.] With which oil they 
keep the lamps continually burning. 

Ver. 10. And they shall put it, and all the vessels thereof, 
within a covering of badgers 9 skins.] There were but two co- 
verings for the candlestick and its vessels, it being of lesser 
value than the table of shew-bread, and what belonged 
to it. 

And shall put it upon a bar."] Rather upon a bier; for 
the word we here translate bar, is different from that used 
before, (ver. 6. 8.) which we translate staves ; and signifies 
any instrument whereby things arc removed from one place 
to another. We translate it indeed a staff, (chap. xiii. 23.) 
whereon two of them that went to spy out the land carried 
the cluster of grapes they had cut down : which was laid, 
no doubt, upon something that was broad; as this bar was 
whereon they carried the candlestick : which had no rings 
belonging to it, and therefore, I take it, was carried upon 
something resembling a bier, on which corpses are carried to 
their grave in this country: see ver. 12. and so the LXX. 
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Ver. 11. And upon the golden altar.] So called, because 
it was overlaid with pure gold, (Exod. xxx. 3.) 

Tliey shall spread a cloth of blue, &c] As they did upon 
the candlestick, (ver. 9.) 

And shall put to the staves thereof] Into the rings; which 
were made on purpose, that it might be carried upon the 
staves, (Exod. xxx. 4, 5.) 

Ver. 12. And they shall take all the instruments of the 
ministry wherewith they minister in the sanctuary.] I do 
not see what can be meant by these, but the holy garments 
which Aaron and his sons put on in the time of their minis- 
tration. For all other things have been already mentioned; 
and these are called the clothes of semice, Exod. xxxi. 10. 
where they are immediately mentioned after all the fore- 
named furniture of the tabernacle. 

And shall put them in a cloth of blue, and cover them with 
a covering of badgers' skins.] As they did the candlestick, 
and the altar of incense, (ver. 9. 11.) 

And put them on a bar.) By this it appears that the He- 
brew word mot, which we translate a bar, signifies a broad 
instrument for carriage ; such as I have described ver. 10. 
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Ver. 13. And they shall take away the ashes from the 
altar.] Of burnt-offering; which was often cleansed from 
its ashes, (Lev. vi. 10, 11.) but then especially when it was 
to be removed. What they did with the fire, which was 
always to burn upon it, (Lev. vi.12, 13.) is not here related ; 
but we may suppose that it was carried upon the grate, 
which had rings on purpose, that it might be carried sepa- 
rate from the altar. (See Exod. xxvii. 4.) 

And spread a purple cloth thereon.] As being a holy 
thing, though not of such sanctity as those beforenamed. 

Ver. 14. And they shall put upon it all the vessels thereof, 
&c] That they might be carried with it. 

The censers, the flesh-hooks, and the shovels, and the ba- 
sons.] Here the censers arc put first, which arc mentioned 
last in Exod. xxvii. 3. where this word is translated fire- 
pans. Others understand by it, tongs. 

All the vessels of the altar.] Immediately after these 
words, we find there follows, in two places, the laver and 
his foot, Exod. xxxv. 16. and xxxix. 39. where, in the 
very same verse, the laver is mentioned with the altar and 
its vessels; and immediately follows them in two other, 
Exod. xxxviii. 7, 8. and xl. 30. The reason why it is not 
mentioued here, is, perhaps, because he names only those 
things upon which the sons of Aaron were to put a cover- 
ing; and this, it is likely, was carried without one. 

And put to the staves of it.] Exod. xxvii. 6, 7. and 
xxxviii. 6, 7. - 

Ver. 15. And when Aaron and his sorts have made an end 
of covering the sanctuary and all the vessels, &c] This 
work was to be performed by them alone ; and the Lc- 
vites were not to meddle with any of these things till they 
had done. 

After that the sons of Kohath shall come to bear it.] For 
all the forementioned things, belonging to the sanctuary, 
were to be carried by them, even the ark itself: which they 
carried so, that all the people might see it went along with 
them. For the rings being fastened to the bottom of the ark, 
(see Exod. xxv. 12.) when the staves were on their shoul- 
ders it appeared on high : to represent, saith R. Bechai, 
Him that is most highly exalted over all. The priests, in- 
deed, might carry the ark, being more than Levites, (Deut. 
xxxi. 9.) and accordingly wc find, that, upon extraordinary 
occasions, they did ; as when they went over Jordan, (Josh, 
iii. 14.) and when Jericho was besieged ; (chap. vi. 6.) some 
think also, when David, as he fled from Absalom, sent the 
ark back, (2 Sam. xv. 29.) But it appears, from ver. 24. 
that there is no certainty of that ; especially since, when he 
brought it from the house of Obed-Edom, he not only em- 
ployed the Levites in it, but declared none else ought to 
bear it, (1 Chron. xv. 2. 15. 27.) He bade the priests indeed, 
as well as the Levites, sanctify themselves for this work : 
for ye (saith he to the priests, ver. 12.) are the chief of the 
fathers of the Levites: but they seem to have been present, 
only to see the Levites perform their charge ; and to ac- 
company the ark, as David himself did. 

But they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die.] 
Some imagine they were not to touch these things till they 
were covered by the priests : but it is more likely that even 
then they were not to touch them, but only the staves, or 
the bar, whereon they were carried j especially the ark, 
which is here principally meant by the holy thing (the 
word any not being in the Hebrew), whose staves only 



they touched, and lifted it up by putting them upon their 
shoulders. 

These things are the burden of the sons of Kohath, in the 
tabernacle of the congregation.] When it was removed ; for 
at other times they had nothing to do with these things : 
which are here called their burden, as, ver. 4. they are 
called their service, to shew the nature of their service, 
which required the strength of grown men, (ver. 3.) 

Ver. 16. And to the office ofEleazar the son of Aaron the 
priest, pertaineth the oil for the light, &c] It is commonly 
thought, that he is required to carry this, and the other 
things that follow in this verse, himself: but, if all things 
be considered, it will appear more reasonable to think, that 
he, who was the chief of all the chiefs over the Levites, 
(chap. iii. 32.) is peculiarly required to see the Kohathites 
did their duty: for, though they had a chief over them," 
whose work it was to inspect them, (chap. iii. 30.) yet God 
thought good to appoint Eleazar to supervise both him 
and all under him in these weighty concerns: and so the 
words may be interpreted out of the Hebrew. 

The oversight of Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest, 
shall be the oil, &c. the oversight of all the tabernacle, and 
of all that is therein, due] And there is the greater reason 
thus to understand it, because the oil-vessels are before 
committed to the Kohathites, (ver. 9.) and consequently 
the oil itself; which could not be carried but in the ves- 
sels. 

Tlie sweet incense.] Mentioned Exod. xxx. 34. 

And the daily meat-offering.] See Exod. xxix. 40, 41. 

And the anointing oil.] Exod. xxx. 23, &c. These were 
not named before; but it is here laid upon Eleazar, to see 
that they were as carefully carried by the Kohathites as any 
other things belonging to the sanctuary. 

Ver. 17. And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, 
saying.] The things beforementioned, especially the ark, 
were so sacred, that he repeats the admonition he had 
given about the danger of irreverence to it: which he 
here represents in a frightful manner. 

Ver. 18. Cut ye not off.] Do not by your negligence oc- 
casion the destruction of a great many persons. 

The tribe of the family of the Kohathites from among 
the Levites.] A considerable part of the tribe of Levi, viz. 
the family of the Kohathites, who were near a third part 
of it. 

Ver. 19. But do thus for them, that they may live and 
not die.] Proceed in this manner, to prevent so great a 
mischief as theirdestruction. 

When they approach unto the most holy things.'] Come 
to take up the ark : which is meant by the holy of holies : 
(see ver. 4.) 

Aaron and his sons shall go in.] And cover the ark, and 
the rest of the things within the sanctuary; as is before di- 
rected. 

And appoint them every one to his service, and to his bur- 
den.] And then allot to every one his share in this work; 
that is, to carry such particular things, as they think most 
proper for them. 

Ver. 20. But they shall not go in to see.] They might go 
in to the most holy place, when not only the glory of the 
Lord was removed; but the ark and mercy-seat, upon its 
removal, were covered by the priests (for then the place 
where -they lay covered was no longer holy), but they 
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might not come in to sco tho priests cover them; which 
was to be done before they approached. 

IVJien the holy things are covered.] In the Hebrew it is in 
the singular number, when the holy, or holy thing is co- 
vered, £. e. the ark, as the Jews generally understand it; 
and that with great reason, as any one may be satisfied, 
who will take the pains to compare 1 Kings viii. 8. with 
2 Chron. v. 9. Where that which in the former place is 
called the holy, in the latter is called the ark. 

Lest they die.] They might not, under pain of death, 
cither see it when it was covered, or touch it afterward, 
(ver. 15.) but only carry it in the manner there described. 

Vcr.21. And the Lord spake nnto Moses, saying J] He 
was principally concerned in this, but Aaron was also 
joined with him, to see the execution of what is here re- 
quired, (ver. 1. 19.34.) 

Ver. 22. Take also the sum of the sons of Gershon, &c] 
The eldest son ofXevi, (chap. iii. 17.) who, though they 
were employed in lower services, were to account it an 
honour to serve about the tabernacle. 

Ver. 23. All that enter in to perform the service.] I do not 
understand why this should not be translated as ver. 2. into 
the host. For it is the very same phrase in the* Hebrew, 
both here and there: only here more emphatical by dou- 
bling the word for host: and therefore may, very properly, 
be translated in this place, that enter in to war the war- 
fare. For tho service of the Gershonites was more bur- 
densome than the former, though they were fewer in num- 
ber, (ver. 36. 40.) 

Ver. 24. This is the service of the families of tlie Ger- 
shonites.] Which were only two, (chap. iii. 18.21.) 

To serve, and for burdens.] To serve, when the taberna- 
cle rested ; and to carry burdens, when it removed: (see 
ver. 47.) - 

Ver. 25. And shall bear the curtains of the tabernacle.]- 
The ten fine curtains, which were the inward hangings of 
the tabernacle, (Exod. xxvi. 1, 2, &c.) Which, I suppose, 
were taken down as well as carried by the Gershonites : 
because nothing is said here of Aaron or his sons being 
employed, to make them ready for carriage. 

And the tabernacle of the congregation, his covering.] 
Not the boards of the tabernacle, which were the charge of 
the children of Merari, (ver. 31.) but the eleven curtains of 
goats' hair which covered the boards, (sec Exod. xxvi. 
7, 8, &c.) 

And the covering of badgers' skins, which is upon it.] The 
outward covering of all, which was of rams' skins died red, 
and badgers' skins (as we translate it, Exod. xxvi. 14.) 

And the hanging for the door of the tabernacle.] Which 
is described, in the conclusion of the same chapter, (Exod. 
xxvi. 3G.) 

Ver. 26. And the hangings for the court.]. 'Exod. xxvii. 
9, &c. 

And the hanging for the gate of the door of the court.] 
See Exod. xxvii. 16. 

Which is by the tabernacle, and the altar round about.] 
The sense would have been more plain, if the particle al, 
which we translate by, had been translated upon, or over; 
for the court encompassed both the tabernacle and the 
altar, (Exod. xl. 6—8.) ■ 

And their cords.] Which were employed in fastening 
these hangings, 
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And all the instruments for their service.] The brazen 
pins, I suppose, mentioned Exod. xxvii. 19. 

And all that is made for them.] And whatsoever else bc- 
lOugcd to them : (sco chap. iii. 2C.) 

So shall they serve.] Or, in that shall they serve. 

Ver. 27. At the appointment of Aaron and his sons shall 
be all the service of the so/is of the Gershonites, &c] In the 
Hebrew it is, at the mouth of Aaron, &c. i. e. according to 
their order, every one of the Gershonites were to apply 
themselves to such services as they directed : for God had 
given the Levites to them to be their ministers, and keep 
their charge, (chap. iii. 6, 7.) 

And ye shall appoint unto them in charge all their bur- 
dens.] The word here for appoint seems to import, that the 
priests gave them a particular, as we speak, of what they 
were to do; that they might neither forget nor mistake ; for 
it is the same word that is used in the beginning of this 
book (chap. i. 3.) for numbering the people; and so it is 
used here, ver. 34. 47, 48: Therefore the Vulgar translates 
these words : " Et sciant singuli cui dehcant opcri man- 
cipari f and every man may know tvhat is the proper busi- 
ness of his oivn calling; not to meddle with other men's, nor 
to think himself fit to undertake every thing. *Ev yap v^ tvoe 
lepyov aptara airoreXurat, as Aristotle speaks in his Politics, 
(lib. iii.) one work is best performed by one person. 

Ver. 28. And their charge shall be under the hand of 
Ithamar, the son of Aaron the priest.] That is, under the 
direction and conduct of Ithamar: for though the Gershon- 
ites had a chief of their own, (chap. iii. 24.) yet Ithamar 
was to inspect both him and them, and see they did not 
neglect their duty. Thus Eleazar was set over the Ko- 
hathites, (ver. 16.) 

Ver. 29. As for the sons of Merari, thou shalt number 
them after their families, &c] Which were but two, (chap, 
iii. 33.) as those of Gershon were. 

Ver. 30. Every one that entereth into the service.] The 
words in the Hebrew arc the very, same with those, ver. 3. 
which we translate enter into the host. (See there.) 

Ver. 31. This is the charge of their burden, &c] The 
most cumbersome things fell to their charge; which hero 
follow. * 

The boards of the tabernacle.] See Exod. xxvi. 15, &c. 
. And the bars thereof] See there, ver. 26, &c. 

And the pillars thereof] See in the same place, ver. 32. 
and xxxvi. 36. 
" And sockets thereof] These belonged both to the boards 
of thetabernaele, (Exod. xxvi. 19. 21. 25.) and to the pil- 
lars, (Exod. xxvi. 32. xxxviii. 27.) 

Ver. 32. And the pillars of the court round about.] Exod. 
xxvii. 10—12. 

And their sockets.] Sec there. 

And their pins.] Ver. 19. and chap, xxxviii. 20. 

And their cords.] Exod. xxxv. 18. xxxix. 40. 

By name ye shall reckon the instruments of the charge of 
their burden.] The priests (particularly Ithamar) were to 
give them an inventory of these things ; expressing by name 
every pin, for instance, and to what use, and in what place 
it served ; because otherwise such small things might have 
been lost, if they had not taken a special care of them; 
and they might not have been able to set up the tabernacle 
again when they rested for want of them. 

Ver. 33. This is the service of the families of the sons of 



CHAP, IV.] 



tfPON NUMBERS, 



505 



Merari, according to all their service in the tabernacle of 
ihe congregation.] In taking down and carrying the taber- 
nacle. 

Under the hand of Ithamar, &c] Who had the over- 
sight both of the Gershonitesand the Merarites; asEIeazar 
had of the Kohathites, (ver. 16. 28.) 

Ver. 34. And Moses and Aaron, and the chief of the con- 
gregation.] They took to their assistance the very same 
men, I suppose, who were employed in numbering all the 
children of Israel, (chap. i. 4. 16, 17.) 

Numbered the sons of the Kohathites, &c] Having as- 
signed to them their particular charge, they now proceed to 
number them ; as God commanded, (ver. 2, 3.) 

Ver. 35. Every one that enter eth into the service.] Or, as 
we translate it, (ver. 3.) entereth into the host. 

Ver. 36. And those that were numbered of them, by their 
families, were two thousand seven hundred and fifty.] Of the 
whole number of males descended from Kohath, (compare 
this with chap. iii. 28.) there was a fourth part, and better, 
that were fit for service. 

* Ver. 37. These were they that were numbered of the fa- 
milies of the Kohathites, all that might do service in the ta- 
bernacle.] Such service as is particularly mentioned from 
ver. 4. to ver. 16. * . 

\ Ver. 38. And these are they that were numbered of the 
sons of Gershon, &c] He proceeds in the same order to 
number them, which he observed in giving them their 
charge; beginning with the children of the second son of 
Levi, and then going back to the eldest. 

Ver, 39. From thirty years old and upward, &c] This 
verse is the very same with ver. 35. 

Ver. 40. Two thousand and six hundred and thirty.] A 
third part and little more of their males were fit for service. 
Compare this with chap. iii. 22. 

Ver. 41. These are they that were numbered of the fami- 
lies of the sons of Gershon, of all that might do service in the 
tabernacle, &c] Such service as is described from ver, 24. 
to ver. 29. 

Ver. 42, 43.] These two verses are the same with ver. 
38, 39. 

• Ver. 44. Even those that were numbered of them, after 
their families, were threb thousand and two hundred.] It is 
very remarkable, the descendants from the youngest son of 
Levi, (chap. iii. 17.) which had the fewest males in it of a 
month old and upward, had the most robust men fit for ser- 
vice: for here are above half (compare this with chap. iii. 
34.) of the whole number of males grown up to thirty years 
of age : which was a singular providence, the heaviest bur- 
den laying upon them who were to carry the boards, &c. 
of the tabernacle; not indeed upon their shoulders, but 
in waggons; which they were to load after they had taken 
them down, and unload when they were to set them up 
again ; and for that reason had more waggons allowed them 
than their brethren the Gershonitcs, (chap. vii. 7, 8.) 

Ver. 45. These are those, &c. whom Moses and Aaron 
numbered.] Who were principally employed in this busi- 
ness. 

According to the word of the Lord by the hand of Mo- 
ses.] To whom the command is oxpressly directed, (ver, 
21.) 

: Ver. 4G. All those that were numbered of the Levites, 
whom tyloses and Aaron y and the chief of Israel, numbered.] 
vol, i. _. . x . 
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For they took in others to their assistance, (ver. 34.) which 
is here repeated, to shew that there was no fraud in the bu- 
siness; there being witnesses of every tribe that they pro- 
ceeded impartially, and did not favour the Levites, who 
were their brethren. 

Ver. 47. Every one that came to do the service of the mi* 
nistry, and the service of the burden in the tabernacle, &c] 
The first of these [the service of the ministry'] one would 
think related to their serving the priest when the tabernacle 
was standing; and the latter [the service of the burden] to 
their carrying the tabernacle when it was taken down, and 
removed; and so I expounded those words, ver. 24. But 
he mentioning here only'those that were numbered from 
thirty years old, I think, upon further consideration, that 
there is no regard in these expressions to the service they 
did to the priests in the tabernacle, unto which they were 
admitted at twenty-five years old, (see ver. 3.) but only to 
the service mentioned here in this chapter, which relates al- 
together to the taking down and carrying the tabernacle/ 
And therefore these must be looked upon as two phrases* 
for the same thing : the former of which is not exactly 
translated; for there is nothing of ministry in the Hebrew; 
but the words are, every one that cometh to serve the service 
of the service, and the service of the burden, or carriage. 
For it is the same word, which, being joined with work, we 
translate servile, (Lev. xxiii. 7. and other places.) 

•Ver. 48. Eight thousand and five hundred and fourscore.]' 
If the three sums, mentioned ver. 36.40. 44. be put to- 
gether, they amount exactly to this sum in the whole. 

Ver. 49. According to the commandment of the Lord,* 
they were numbered by the hand of Moses.] By the assist- 
ance of Aaron and others, (ver. 1. 34. 36.) 

Every one according to his service, and according to his 
burden.] I observed before, (ver. 47.) that service and 6wr- 
den are two expressions of the same thing. For though the 
sons of Kohath had the noblest part of the work, yet their 
employment is called both a service and a burden, ver. 19.^ 
as that of the Gershonites is, ver. 24. For which service 
all the tithes of the country of Canaan were given to them, 
and continued to be theirs when this kind of service ceased ; 
as it did when the temple was built: for then there were no 
burdens to be carried on their shoulders, (as Josiah speaks, 
2 Chron. xxxv. 3.) but their duty was changed, even by 
David, before the building of the temple; who made them' 
singers, and keepers of the treasury, as well as porters at 
the gates of Gods house ; and likewise judges and other 
officers in the country ; as we read in 1 Chron. xxvi. But 
the alteration in their service made no alteration in the 
wages allotted to them; for they still enjoyed all the 
tithes. 

Thus were they numbered of him, as the Lord commanded 
Moses.] This is so often repeated, (ver. 37. 41. 45.) that all 
posterity might reverence those ordinances as Divine in- 
stitutions, and not merely human appointments. And so 
we are to look upon all these laws, as wise orders made by 
the Sovereign of the world, for the better government of 
that people, whom he had taken for his own peculiar. And* 
it argues a very profane spirit in those (as Conr. Pellica- • 
nus here observes) who can admire and praise Ovid do 
Fastis, and such-like books, and have no regard at all (if 
they do not ridicule them) to these sacred writings, which* 
arc of such venerable antiquity. : • -■ 
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Vcr. 1. J3lND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] It is 
pot, said, when tins was spoken which here follows; but it 
is likely immediately after the foregoing commandments, 
upon' which it hath some dependancc. 

Ver. 2. Command the children of Israel, that they put 
out of the camp every leper, and every one that hath an issue, 
and whosoever is defded by the dead.] There were three 
camps,(as Maimonides, and a great many others mentioned 
by Mr. Selden, observes, lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 1. n. 5.) 
the camp of the Schcchinah, or of the Lord, viz. the sanc- 
tuary with its courts, which are called the tents of the Lord; 
(1 Chron. xxxi. 2.) and next the camp of the Levites, 
who, with Aaron and his sons, made a camp about the ta- 
bernacle (chap. iii. of this book), and then the camp of 
Israel, (chap, ii.) which encompassed them all. Answerable 
to these, when the temple was built, they reckoned the 
temple itself from the east gate to be the camp of the Lord ; 
and the camp of the Levites, to be from the entrance of 
the mount of the house of the Lord to that east gate of the 
temple; and the camp of Israel they thought extended 
irom^ the entrance of Jerusalem to the mount of the house 
of the Lord. Now lepers were so unclean, that they were, 
not admitted into any of these three camps, but shut out of 
them all: (sec Lev. xiii. 46.) But he thathad an issue, 
(Lev. xv. 2.) was only shut out of the two first camps, the 
camp of the Lord, and the. camp of the Levies; but lie. 
might be in the camp of Israel. And he th$t was defiled by 
the dead, (Lev. xxi. 1.) was only excluded from the first, 
the sanctuary, but not from a the other tw T o: (see Drusius 
also upon chap. iv. 25.) 

k Ver. 3. Both male and female shall ye put out] For 
women had issues (for instance) as well as men, (Lev. xv. 
2. 19, &c.) 

That they defile not, their camps.] The camp of .Israel, 
consisted of four camps (and therefore he speaks in the : 
plural number), that of Judah, that of Reuben, that of 
Ephraim, and that of Dan, (Numb. ii. 3, 10. 18. 25.) 
Which would haye been so defiled,, if they had suffered 
these unclean persons to stay among them, that none would 
have been fit to go to the sanctuary. 

! In the midst of which I dwell.] By his special presence 
in the sanctuary, which was encompassed by these camps; 
out of reverence to which, such unclean persons were to 
be kept at a greater distance than other men and women. 

Ver. 4. .And the children of Israel did so, and put them 
ivithout the camp, &c.] There was an order for this before; 
particularly for putting out the lepers, (Lev. xiii. 46.) which 
could not be put in execution till the camp was formed, as 
now.it was. * 

Ver. 5. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] It is un- 
certain when this was spoken; but I see no reason why wc 
should -not think it was at the same time with the other 
tilings here mentioned. 

* Vcr. 6. When a man or woman shall commit any sin that 
men commit.] In the Hebrew the words are plainly these, 
shall commit any sin qfman ; that is, against his neighbour; 
as in Joel iii. 19. violence of the children of Judah, is truly 
translated, violence against the children of Judah, For it 
is apparent from the next verses, (7, 8.) that* Moses here 
speaks of offences against their neighbours. 



To dQ a trespass against the Lord.] Such'Offcnccs against 
their neighbours as^ were also great offences, against God. 
For the Chaldee understands these words of frauds and 
cheats put upon men by a false oath. And there is a good 
warrant for, this interpretation from Lev. vi. 2, 3. where 
Moses gives the same c.ommand : which seems here to be 
repeated, only because he had something ,to add unto it, 
(vcr. 8.) 

And that person be guilty.] Or rather, be sensible of his 
guilt, (see Lev. vi. 4.) 

Ver. 7. Tlien they shall confess the sin that they have 
done.] Or rather, if they shall confess, &c. For so the par- 
ticle van sometimes signifies: particularly chap. xii. 14. 
wh^re we (as .well as the LXX.) translate it, if her father 
had spit in her -face : see what I have noted upon Lev; 
vi.4. ' 

And he shall recompense, &c] Rather, then h<$ shall re- 
compense the injury he did to his neighbour, in the .manner 
here directed ; which hath been. explained, Lev. vi. 5. (see 
there.) 
• Ver. 8. But if a man have no kinsman to recompense the 
trespassunto.] By this it is apparent, that if a man, to whom 
an injury had be$n done, was dead, he that committed it 
was bound to make satisfaction to his heir,* whosoever he 
was, by restoring the principal, and adding a fifth part to 
it. Now the Israelites never wanting some of their kin-, 
dred to succeed to their inheritances, the Hebrew doctors, 
expound this of the proselytes of righteousness ; who might 
possibly die without any heir ; because they had no kin* 
dred, but such as. -were born .after their regeneration.. In 
which case the goods .that had been illegally taken from 
such a proselyte by a Jew, did not become hisr own, unless 
he paid the price of them, with such an addition as. is here 
required, &c. (Sec Selden, lib. vi. de Jure Nat. et.Gent. 
cap. 4. p. 684, 685. edit. Lond.) 

Let, the trespass be recompensed unto theLord.] By bring- 
ing»to himthe principal and the fifth part. 

Even unto the priest.] Whom God deputed to receive it 
as his minister. And it was (as the Jews rightly expound 
it) equally distributed among all the priests, who were then 
waiting in their, course. Which is a new addition to the 
law in Levit..vi. and the reason, it is likely, why that law 
is here repeated. 

Besides the. ram of the atonement, &c.] Mentioned Levit. 
vi, 6,-7, where see what I have noted. 

Ver. 9. And every offering of all the holy things of the 
children of Israel.] Upon. the occasion, of the foregoing 
laws concerning a rccompence.to be made to the priest, 
where a. man that had been wronged was dead, and no 
heir to him could be found, he explains some, other laws 
w T herein the priests were concerned : who were to have all 
the heave-offerings, as the word trumoth (here used) signi- 
fies, (chap, xviii. 8.) 

Winch they bring unto the priest.] To be offered unto. 
God. 

Shall be his.] Who offers it. For there being many priests 
who waited in their courses at the tabernacle ; all of which 
could not officiate at the same time, but some at one time, 
some at another; this law determines, that the particular 
priest who performed the office of sacrificing, should have 
to himself that part of* the holy things which fell to the 
. priest's share ; and it should not be divided among them. 
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all. Thus I/Empereur (upon Bava kama, cap. 9. sect. 12.) 
expounds these words better than any I have met withal. 
L- Ver. -10. And every man's hallowed thing shall be his.'] 
As the former verse" speaks of the holy things of the chil- 
dren of Israel in general, so this, of what any particular 
person offered : which still with greater reason was to be- 
long to the priest that offered it. For ." the labourer' is 
worthy of his hire :" and therefore he that did the work of 
sacrificing, had the reward of it. R. Solomon applying this 
to tithes hath a gloss upon these words, which, though not 
pertinent, is very remarkable : " He that doth not duly pay 
his tithe, in the end his land shall yield him but a tithe of 
what it was wont to yield." And so R. Bechai upon Deut. 
xiv. expounds these words, when a man divideth not as'he 
dught, he shall have nothing bat the holy things ; that is, 
the tithe of what he used to have, according to Isa. v. 10. 

Whatsoever any man giveth the priest, it shall be his.] 
These words are only a fuller explication of this law (as 
the same I/Empereur observes), that the rest of the priests 
might not take away those holy things from him that 
offered them, under pretence that they belonged 1 to the 
w T hole sacerdotal order. For though they were delivered 
unto him, yet it w r as, they might say, that they should be 
divided among the w'hole classes then in attendance. So 
some things were,(ver. 2.) and therefore this law is added to 
prevent their extending what was done in some casesxrato all. 

Ver. 11. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.'] There 
is so little connexion between this and the foregoing law r S, 
that it is not easy to give a reason why it is here placed. 
All that I can say is, that Moses having spoken concerning 
frauds, from the suspicion of which men were to purge 
themselves, by an oath, (ver. 6.) he here takes occasion to 
mentionthe greatest case that could happen of this nature: 
which was, when a woman was Suspected* of adultery ; 
concerning which God gave him the following order. 
" Ver. 12. Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto 
them, Jf any man's wife go aside.] Being private, for some 
time, with another man ; whose company her husband had 
charged her not to keep alone ; and therefore is suspected 
by him to be an adulteress. 

For it is certain, that, by a wife that goeth aside (whom 
the Hebrews from hence call Sota), is not meant one that 
hath certainly committed adultery; but is, with some reason, 
suspected of that crime. And therefore it is a rule among the 
Jews, " The bitter waters never arc used but in a dubious 
case." 

And commit a trespass against him.'] And thereby hath 
Very much offended him. 

• Ver. 13. And a man lie with her carnally.] As her hus- 
band hath cause to suspect; he having (as I said before)' 
admonished her not to be with such a man in-private : that 
is, to give him no cause of jealousy. So Abarbinel rightly 
expound^ a man's lying with her carnally, of her husband's 
opinion and suspicion : and the next verse justifies* this 
exposition. < : ' ' \ * 

And if it behidfrom the eyes of her husband.] There being 1 
no clear evidence, hut only conjectures, that she is actually 
defiled. 

And be kept close.] The matter having been carried Yicry 
secretly : or, as it may be interpreted, bat she ivas shut up 
close with him. 

* And she be defiled.] In her husbands opinion. 
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> And there be no witness against her.] For if there had' 
she must have been put to death, (Levit. xx. 10.) 
; Neither she be taken tvith the manner,] She not being ap^ 
prehended in the very act. 

Ver. 14. And the spirit of jealousy come upon him.] H6 
be possessed with a strong conceit, of which he cannot rid 
himself, that she hath been unfaithful to him. For so d 
spirit of slumber (and the like) is used in Scripture, for 
such a sluggish temper, as a man cannot shake off. 

And he be jealous of his wife, and she be defiled.^ Whether 
it be really so.- • ■*' • ■• •- * 

And he be jealous, and she be not defiled.] Or whether it be 
only his suspicion. 

Ver. 15. Then shall the man bring Ids tvife unto the priest;] 
To the magistrates of the place where they lived (saith th£ 
Mischna, cap. 1. sect. 3. of Sota), together with his wit- 
nesses, both of the premonition he had given her, hnd of 
the privacy she had had with another man after his premo* 
nition, so long that there might be time enough 'for him td 
defile her : otherwise this action did not lie against her, as 
Mr. Selden observes, (lib. iii. Uxor. Hebr* cap. 13.) But 
having these witnesses ready,- he was to speak to the priest 
when he brought his wife before him,'after this manner; 
u Having a jealousy of this my wife/ 1 admonished her not to 
keep company with such an one ; with whom she afterward 
was in secret; and these are the witnesses of it. She saith 
she is innocent, but I desire the water may be given \\&r, 
that the truth may be tried." See Selden, in the place be- 
forenamed, (cap. 15.) and Wagenscil upon Sota, (cap. 1* 
sect. 3. not. 2.) - - ; • 

And he shall bring her oblation for her.] That is, the hus- 
band shall bring her oblation (not the priest, as some under- 
stand the words of the Mischna about this matter): which 
Chaskuni fancies was offered, as his oblation, not the wo- 
man's ; to expiate his fault in not reproving her sufficiently, 
\Vhcn he first observed lier immodest behaviour : for it could 
not be a sacrifice for Iter expiation (saith he), because the 
sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination. But this is 
against the very words of Moses in this place ; which say, 
he shall bring her oblation for her. And so Abarbinel ex- 
pounds it, u the Scripture intimates that this sacrifice was 
brought by the husband for 'the sake of his wife; for he had 
done nothing that needed a sacrifice." Nor is Chaskuni's 
reason of any moment ; for there is nothing said to fnake 
us look upon this as an expiatory sacrifice ; but the true 
intention of it was (as Wagenseil well observes, Annot. in 
Mischna Sota, cap. 2. p. 349.) to supplicate the' Divine 
Majesty, that he would be pleased to clear the Woman's 
innocence if she were causelessly suspected ; or otherwise 
discover and punish her guilt. 

By this it appears, that if the process was began in some 
court below (as the Jews affirm), the cause was removed 
to Jerusalem (where only they could sacrifice when the ark 
of Gods presence was settled there), and brought before' 
the great Sanhedriri: who, putting her husband out 6f the 
court (as they say t in 'the next section of the forenamed 
Mischna), and having the woman alone by herself, endea- 
voured first by striking a terror into her, and then by giving* 
her good words, to persuade her to tell the truth: saying, 
" Dear daughter, perhaps thou wast overtaken by drinking 
too much wine, or wast in a frolic humour, or carried away 
by the heat of youth, or by the example of evil neighbours r 
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come, confess the truth, for the sake of His great name, 
which is described in the most sacred ceremony; and do 
not let it be blotted out (vcr. 23.) with the bitter water." 
If, after this, she confessed the fact, saying, I am defiled; 
then she was to tear the instrument of her dowry in pieces, 
and go whither she pleased. ' For such an adulteress was 
not put to death, but only lost her dowry, without any other 
punishment. If she said, I (impure; then she was brought 
to the door of the tabernacle, and they did as follows. So 
lhe Mischna, (cap. 1. sect. 5.) and sec Wagenseil's anno- 
tations on Sota. And now that they have not this way of 
trial among them, if a man's wife give him suspicion, by 
keeping a man's company in secret, which he forbade her, 
he may not use her any more as his wife, and sho loses her 
dowry; as Buxtorfius observes, in his book dc Sponsal. et 
Divort. par. i. sect. 92. 

The tenth part of an ephah of barley-meal.] The common 
offering of this sort was of fine wheat-flour ; only this, and 
the sheaf, or handful, mentioned Lev. xxiii. 10. were of 
barley. But that was of fine flour sifted from the bran; 
this of coarse flour, that had nothing taken out of it, as the 
Mischna saith in Sota, (cap. 2.) Where the reason given 
for this barley-offering is, because she was supposed to 
have committed the act of a beast (which is not confined 
to one), therefore sho was to sacrifice the food of a beast; 
for so barley was in Judea. Many such pretty, rather than 
solid reasons, arc collected out of their authors by Simeon 
,dc Muis in his Varia Sacra upon this place. The simplest 
reason seems to be, that a viler sort of sacrifice was most 
suitable to her vile condition ; for which reason also there 
>vas no oil nor frankincense permitted to be offered with it; 
as it here follows. 

lie shall pour no oil upon it, nor put frankincense thereon.] 
This sacrifice was different from all others of this kind, (see 
Lev. ii. 15.) For though that mentioned Lev. v. 11. was to 
have no oil nor frankincense with it, yet it was of fine flour, 
and not barley. And though the sheaf mentioned Lev. 
xxiii. 10. was of barley, yet it was sifted, and, besides, oil 
and frankincense were used with it; which are here forbid- 
den. The reasons of which are given by the Jews, accord- 
ing to their various fancies : and some of them are inge- 
nious enough ; as, that a good name being compared to oil, 
(Eccles. vii. 1.) it is here omitted, because the woman had- 
lost her reputation. Maimonides is a little more judicious ;- 
for looking upon oil and frankincense as added unto sacri- 
fices for the honour and dignity of them, he thinks God- 
would have this splendour (as his word is) to be wanting to 
such n woman's sacrifice, because of the baseness of her 
behaviour, which was the occasion of it; as if she had been 
told (to stir her up to repentance), €€ because of the filthi- 
ness of thy actions, thy oblation is more imperfect than 
others," (More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 4G.) But none, I 
think, hath given a better account of this than St. Chrysos- 
tom (Orat.v. adv. Judrcos), because the woman was loaded 
with sorrow^ and heavy accusations, and evil suspicions, 
IfiifiHTO rrjv avii<f>opav tF;c ohdac Svatag rb vxvfia, the form of 
the sacrifice imitated the dotnestic calamity: for every one 
knows that oil and frankincense w r cre signs of joy and glad- 
ness; and therefore not used upon so sad an occasion as 
this was. 

For it is an offering of jealousy.] These and the following 
words give the reason why oil and frankincense were to bo 
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omitted ; because it was aa offering for one suspected of 
adultery. And, in such cases, God had before ordained 
there should bo no oil nor frankincense used, (Lev. v. 11.) 
delicacies being improper in offerings for sin. 

An offering of memorial, bringing iniquity to remem- 
brance.] Fpr she appeared before God as a sinner ; and if 
she were not guilty, yet she was loaded with an accusa- 
tion, and a just suspicion of guilt; to which, if she had 
given any occasion, this sacrifice reminded her of it, and 
awakened her conscience to reflect upon it. 

Ver. 16. And the priest.] It is the opinion of P. Cunasus, 
(lib. i. de Rep. Hebr. cap. 12.) that the priest here men- 
tioned was to be a member of the great Sanhedrin; to whom 
the judgment of the matter belonged. But another very 
learned person thinks, with more reason, the priest, whoso 
lot it was to attend at that time in his course, is here meant. 
(See Mischna, cap. 1. Sotac, sect. 5. annot. 8. Wagenscil.) 

Shall bring her near.] Rather bring it (that is, her offer- 
ing) near to the altar at the door of the tabernacle. 

And set her.] Rather set the offering; for she is ordered to 
be set before the Lord afterward, (vcr. 18.) 

Before the Lord.] At the altar, which was at the door of 
the tabernacle. (See Lev. i. 3.) At the east gate of the : 
temple, saith the Mischna, which was called the gate ofNi- 
canor; for there women also after child-bed were purified, 
and the lepers cleansed. 

Ver. 17. And the priest shall take holy water.] From the 
lavcr : for no water was holy, but that which w f as made so 
by the lavcr; as the Jews say in Jalkut. Therefore On- 
kclos, instead of holy water, hath water from the lavcr. 

In an earthen vessel.] Which had never been employed 
to any other use (as the Mischna saith), and contained; 
about a pint of our measure. This I take to have been 
appointed, as a further expression of the vilcness of her. 
condition ; for the reasons which the Jewish doctors give 
of it arc not to be regarded. The best that I have ob- 
served is, to declare that she should be broken in pieces, 
like that earthen vessel, if she was guilty of that which sho 
denied. 

And of the dust.] Another token of her vileness; this 
being the serpent's food. • 

That is in the floor of the tabernacle, &c] To mako her 
afraid of the judgment of God. For if there were no dust 
in the tabernacle, they were to fetch it from some other 
place, (as Maimonides relates their practice, Hilcoth Sota, t 
cap. 4.) and lay it upon the floor of the tabernacle; and 
then take it and put it into the water. 

And put it into the water.] Sprinkle a little of it upon tho 
water (that* it might be more easily drunk), but so much, 
that it might be plainly seen. For there were three things, 
the Jews say, of which a less quantity was not admitted 
than might be seen, wz. this dust, and the ashes of the red 
heifer, (chap. xix. 17.) and the spittle in the face of him 
that would not marry his brother's wife, (Deut. xxv. 9.) 
But if the priest put the dust into the vessel first, and then 
poured the w r ater upon it, he did not do amiss ; as the Jews 
say in the ancient book Siphri. (See Wagcnscil upon 
Mischna Sota), cap. 2. sect. 2. annot. 11, 12.) 
. It hath been observed by some, that such ways of trial 
were in use among tho gentiles; which if they could bo 
proved to have been as ancient as Moses's days, it would 
make it probable, that this was ordered by God, to divert 
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the Jews from following tho superstitions of other nations 
to make this discovery, and bring them to appear before 
hitn at his tabernacle, and there use such rites as were of 
liis appointment: (see our learned Dr. Spencer, lib. iii. 
Dissert, i. cap. 2. p. 539, &c.) 

Ver. 18. And the priest shall set the woman before the 
Lord.] At the door of the tabernacle of the congregation ; 
where a great many women, who were called together on. 
purpose, stood about her ; " that they might be taught not 
to do after her lewdness," (as the prophet Ezckiel speaks, 
chap, xxiii.48.) A& many others also as would might be 
present; except only her maids and domestic servants ; who 
were put out, lest they should disturb her mind too much; 
as,Mr. Selden interprets the words of the Mischna, about 
this matter, (lib. iii. Uxor. Hcbr. cap. 15.) Which another 
very learned man (J. Wagcnseil) interprets the quite con- 
trary way, "lest her mind should place any hope in them," 
(cap. 1. sect. G. annot. 8. on Sota.) 

And uncover the woman's head.] He was to strip her of 
all her head attire (as the manner was, if we may belicvo 
Philo, in all judicial proceedings), to loose her hair, and 
tear her garments down to her breast; which he bouncl 
about her (as the Jews say) with an Egyptian cord. And 
if she had any gold or jewels, or other ornaments about her, 
they were all taken from her; and she was clothed with a 
black garment. All which were plain tokens of her la- 
mentable condition. 

And pat the offering of memorial in her hands.'] After he 
had put it into a frying-pan, under which he held his own 
hand, (Lev. ii. 7.) and at the same time held in his other 
hand the bitter water; which ho shewed her. 

Which is the jealousy-offering.] Offered purely upon the 
account of her husband's jealousy; as he told her. 

And the priest shall have in his hand the bitter water.] So 
called, because they put wormwood, or some such thing 
into it, to give it a bitter taste; as Maimonides and the 
ancient rabbins fancy. But the later doctors say, nothing 
was mixed with this water but dust; and yet it became 
bitter in the mouth. So Nachman and others. But the most 
probable account of all others is, that this water was 
called bitter, from its direful effects upon the body of the 
woman, if she was guilty. To which exposition Jacob 
Abendana inclines : (sec Wagcnseil upon the Mischna Sota, 
cap. 3. sect. 5. annot. 1.) 

Which causeth the curse.] Or rather, which was given her 
with curses, and dreadful imprecations: blotted out with 
the bitter water, (ver. 21. 23.) as R. Bechai expounds it. 

• Ver. 19. And the priest shall charge her by an oath.] 
Adjure her to tell truth, in the manner following. 

* And say unto the woman, If no man hath lain with thee, 
&c] If thouartinnocentofthatwhercof thou art suspected. 

Be thou free from the bitter water, &c] It shall have no 
ill effect upon thee. 

Ver. 20. But if thou hast gone aside, &c] Art guilty of 
adultery. 

Ver. 21. Tlien the priest shall charge the woman with an 
oath of cursing.] This is.no new adjuration; but only an- 
other part of that which began ver. 1.9. and is continued in 
this and the foregoing. So that these three verses contain 
the entire form of adjuration; which the priest was to pro- 
nounce in a language which the woman understood, as the 
Jewish doctors observe; otherwise, how could the woman 



answer Amen? as R. Ismacl saith nrSiphri; exactly ac- 
cording to the apostle's doctrine, 1 Corinth, xiv. 1G. And, 
the priest was to signify to her, that this proceeding was 
merely to satisfy her husband's jealousy, by discovering 
the truth. Thus this wholo matter is related, by the author 
of Ez. Heehajim (an incomparable MS. as Wagcnseil calls, 
it, who hath it in Ins possession): " The priest pronounces? 
this curse in a language which she understands; and sig- 
nifies to her in the vulgar tongue, that these things arc done 
purely because her husband is jealous of her, sho having 
been secretly with one whose company he forbade her to 
keep: and then saith in a tongue familiar to her, If no other, 
man hath lain with thee but thy husband, §cl be thoufrez 
from these bitter waters, &c. but if thou hast been false to him % 
S)*c. the Lord make thee a curse, $c. Unto which the woman 
was to answer, Amen, Amen." By which words she not only 
consented to what the priest said, but made the same im-^ 
prccation upon herself. 

i Tlie Lord make thee a curse.] So that when men would 
imprecate any evil to another, they should say, Let 
that befal thee xvhich befel such a woman : as Rasi ex- 
pounds it. 

And an oath among thy people.] A form of execration, as 
the aforesaid MS. expounds it: or, as Rasi will have it, 
\yhenmen called God to witness, they should say, If I swear 
falsely, let God punish me as he did such a woman. These 
execrations w T cro tacitly supposed in tho oaths among the 
pagans, as our great Selden shews at large, lib, ii. do 
Syncdr. cap. 11. p. 461, &e. whero ho observes, out of 
Porphyry, that the ancient Indians had their A(fivt)v &k-aa- 
Tt]p(ov,Jake of probation, or. trial: and in his Marmora 
Arundcliana, (p.* 23.) there is this form of imprecation in 
the league between the city of Smyrna and Magnesia, Eiop- 

KOVVTl fXOi CU Cfff. *ETTlOpKOVVTl §|, E&JXttCl Kol CLVT($ KOI ytVtl T(i7 

1% Ifiov. Let it be well with me, if J swear truly; but if 
falsely, let destruction be both to myself and to my posterity* 
And at this day there is a custom in the kingdom of Siam 
to determine dubious cases, by giving a lump of rice im- 
pregnated (as my author speaks) with curses to a man to ; 
cat. Which if he can swallow without vomiting, he carries' 
the cause ; and his friends carry him home in great tri- 
umph, &c. So Jodoeus Schoutcnius (who was director 
of the East-India Company there, 1G3G). 
^ When the Lord doth make thy thigh to rot, and thy belly 
to sivelL] When they see the dreadful effect of this water, 
in the rotting of thy thigh, after thy belly is swelled. For 
the swelling of the belly, it appears by tho next verse, pre- 
ceded the rotting of the thigh. 

Sueh imprecations were in use in Homer's time it ap- 
pears by Agamemnon's prayer; wherein he calls Jupiter, 
and all the rest of the gods, to bear witness of his since-, 
rity ; wishing them to send a multitude of pains and griefs 
upon him if he forswore himself: (Iliad, xix. ver. 2G4, 
2G5.) 

Ifiol $col ttXyta ddizv 
• „ IloXXa fxaX, octoxi S(SoO<nv 8rt£ a<$? aXfrijrcu o^uoacrac. 

Ver. 22. And this water that causeth the curse.] Or, For 
this water, &c. 

Shall go into thy bowels, &c] If thou art guilty, it shall 
produce the following effects. 

To make thy belly to swell.] By the belly the Jews under- 
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stand tho womb, and the bowels, which swelled till they 
burst. 

And thy thigh to rot.) By her thigh is meant the secret 
parts of her body, as Chaskuni observes on this place. And 
both Bochartus and Hciiisius have given many instances 
6f the use of the word in this sense : the former in his 
Ilierozoic. par. ii. lib. v. cap. 15. and the latter in Aristarch. 
Sac. cap.l. And thus we read, in the passion of SS. Per- 
tfetuana et Ftelic. that when Perpetuana was thrown to the 
beasts, aind lay on the ground, she drew back her coat, 
which was torn from her side, ad velavientum femoris, to 
cover her thigh from being seen; piidoris magis memor 
t[uam doloris, having a greater sense of modesty than of 
]min, (p. 32. edit. Oxon.) 

The Mischna here observes, not impertinently, with 
what measure men mete, it shall be measured to them 
again; for in the very part that offended, she suffered 
for her crime. I noted before (ver. 17.) that there were 
such ways of trial anciently among the gentiles; but I am 
apt to think they Avere all later than the times of Moses, 
Who did not ordain these rites to keep the Jews from fol- 
lowing their customs, but they rather imitated what was 
practised among the Jews. Particularly T3ochartus ob- 
serves, out of Philostratus, there were waters in Cappa- 
docia, sacred to Jupiter, which were very sweet and plea- 
sant to those who were innocent and swore truly, but quite - 
contrary to those who were perjured; whose eyes, hands, 
Srfd'feet were presently Seized and infected with blotches 
arid filthy ulcers, vSep6tc tot <p$6aic, which is the very dis- 
ease here mentioned, if we believe Josephus, who saith 
the woman's belly swelled *tfy the dropsy, till at last it 
Burst. And Philostratus adds, that the whole body of such 
people grew consumptive ; norcould they stir from those 
wafers, but there theylay deploring their misery. (See Bo- 
chart. lib. i. Canaan, cap. 28. p. 589, 590.) Which agrees 
so perfectly with whfct the Jews say of this bitter water, 
that it is most likely this story of the Gappadocian waicr 
Was derived from thence. For they say, not only the belly 
df the woman swelled, and her thigh rotted, but every mem- 
ber of her body felt the effects of this deadly poison, which 
Spread to the very hairs of her head; as they 'tell us in 
Rabboth, quoted by Wagenseil upon the Mischna, which 
saith the same, (cap.l. Sotee, sect.7.) And therefore Hue- 
iius justly thinks the fable of the Stygian Lake, and seve-. 
ral other rites of finding out the truth of secret crimes, were 
invented by the Greeks from this example, (Dcmonst. 
Evan, propos. iv. cap. 11. n.2.) Many authors have col- 
lcctedseveral sorts of trials of this kind ; and lately Guil. 
SaldenuS, in his OtiaTheologica, Exercit. v. n. 24, 25. But, 
above all, see Huctius's Quaestiones Alnetanse, (lib. ii. 
cap. 12. n. 22.) where he gives a large account how far this 
rite of trying women's chastity by drinking this water was 
spread amongst the most barbarous nations. 

And the woman shall say, Amen, Amen.~\ The word Amen 
is doubled, to express her full consent, and her earnest 
desirothat God would deal with her according to her de- 
serving. The Mischna will have the first Amen refer to 
those words, The Lord make thee a curse; and the second to 
the next words, And an oath among thy people: so that she 
prayed God both might come upon her, if she were guilty. 
We may as well say, that one of these Amens relates to the . 
fifst part of the adjuration, (ver. 19.) and the other to the I 
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second part, (ver. 21.) Or, as Abarbincl doth, that there 
being a double curse, one that her belly should swell, and 
another that her thigh should rot, she said a double Amen ; 
praying both might befal her, if she were guilty. And, as 
the Talmudists understand it, they were an imprecation 
upon herself. For so they say in 'Schevnot ; Whosoever 
saith Amen to an oath (or' curse) seems to pronounce tho- 
oath, or curse, with his own mouth. See Wagenseil upon 
Mischna Sotae, (cap. 2. sect. 5. annot. 3.) where he produces 
a great deal more out of the Scripture itself, in confutation 
of the opinion of our loarncd Fuller, who, in his Miscella- 
nies, affirms, that Amen is only an asseveration, but never a 
form of swearing. 

Ver. 23. And the priest shall write these curses.] Several 
opinions are related in the Mischna, concerning the words 
that were to be written; which sdmo would have to begin 
at ver. 19. If no man have lain with thee, &c. and to con-' 
tinue to this verse. But others think they began at those 
words, ver. 21 . The Lord make thee a curse and an oath, &c. 
and that the last words were omitted, the woman shall say, 
Amen, Amen. Which of these opinions is the true, neither 
the Gemara nor Maimonides have determined. 

In a book.] Every scroll of parchment, wherein any thing 
was'written, the Jews call sepher, a book: in which, it hath 
been commonly said, the name of the woman was written,- 
together with the curse;. but there is nothing either in tho 
Scripture or in antiquity to countenance this. 

And he shall blot them out with the bitter water.] Or ra- 
ther, into the bitter water; that is, he was to scrape out 
tho words he had written into the water, and so make the 
woman drink it: or, as the Jews explain it, wash the words- 
he had written with the bitter water till they were quite 
blotted out: see^Wagenseil in Mischna Sotce, cap. 3. sect.' 
3. Who observes a great many curiosities which the Jews 
havo about the parchment and the ink, upon and with 
which these curses were written'; and that they were not 
valid, if they were written by a layman ; or by a priest that 
was not of age ; or if they were written before she was ad- 
jured; or if he blotted out one word before the rest were- 
written, &c. (See there, cap. 2. sect. 4.) Hottingcr forgot 
himself when he said, the scroll itself was thrown into the 
water, (Thesaur. Philolog. lib. ii.'cap. 2.) for 'no such thing 
appears. 

Ver. 24. And he shall cause the woman to drink, &c] viz. 
After he had offered the jealousy-offering upon the altar, 
(ver. 26.) And if she refused to drink the water, into which 
the curses were scraped, they forced her to it, with this pre- 
ceding admonition ; My daughter, if thou art confident of 
thine innocence, do not fear to drink this water ; which will 
do thee no more hurt than dry poison laid upon the flesh of 
a living creature, &c. If hereupon she confessed that she- 
had been polluted, the water was straightway poured out; 
because there was no holiness in it, as Maimonides saith. 
For it is called holy, ver. 17. not because it was sanctified 
to this use, but only because it was taken out of the laver, • 
which was a holy vessel: sec Selden, lib. Ill- tJxor. Heb. 
cap. 15. who observes also, in the foregoing chapter, that 
if after a man had brought his wife to this trial, he chanced 
to die before this adjuration, she was freed from taking the * 
potion, but lost her dowry. 

And the water that causeth the curse.] Or, that is loaded 
;with cufses, which have been scraped into it. 
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i *S7iaZ/ enter wto Aer, a?*cZ fiecome bitter.'] Produce those 
direful effects betbrementioned, if she be guilty. ta 

Ver. 25. Tfo/i f/*e />msf sAa/Z tafo the jealousy-offering 
out of the woman s hand.] Into which he had put it, before 
he adjured her, (ver. 18.) 

i* And shall wave the offering before the Lord.] How this 
waving was performed hath been shewn before, upon Levi- 
ticus, Rasi here expresses it in four words, he moved the 
oblation to and fro, up and down. Something like to which 
Pythagoras seems to intimate in that Symbol of his, Upo~ 
gxvvu 7repi0epo/«voc, worship, turning round. Which Plu- 
tarch ascribes to Numa; in whose life, he says a great 
many observable things, concerning turning round in their 
fcacred offices: which was a rite in use among the gentiles; 
who, when they saluted their gods, standing with their 
heads uncovered, turned about their bodies to the right 
hand; as Christoph. Arnoldus observes out of Suetonius 
and others, in his. appendix to WagenseiTs annotations 
upon Sota, p. 1186. 

And offer it upon tlie altar.] At the south corner of it. 

Ver. 2G. And the priest shall take a handful of the offer- 
ing, even the memorial thereof] See upon the second chap- 
ter of Leviticus, ver. 2. 

And burn it upon the altar.] The rest of it the. priests, 
were to cat, unless her husband himself w r as a priest; in 
which case, it was all thrown among the ashes. See Sel- 
den in the place abovenamed: where he also observes, 
that if she confessed' the fact, or her husband w f ould not 
have her drink, or either of them died before she drank, or 
a witness of the adultery appeared (which made the waters 
useless), the whole sacrifice was burnt, and not only a me- 
morial thereof. All which is in the Mischna, sect. 3, 4. 

And afterward shall cause the woman to drink of the wa- 
ter.] The sacrifice therefore was first offered ; though the 
Mischna says, that if the priest gave her the water to drink 
first, and then presented the offering, he did not do amiss. 
■ Ver. 27. And when he hath made her to drink the water.] 
By this it appears he might force her to drink, if she would 
not do it by persuasion. 

Then it shall come to pass, that if she be defiled, and 
have done trespass against Iter husband, that the water that 
causeth the curse shall enter into her, and become bitter, &c] 
These effects here mentioned presently followed : for she 
grew pale, and her eyes were ready to start out of her head, 
&c. so that they cried out, Carry her forth, carry her forth, 
lest she defile the court of the temple, by dying there, as the 
Mischna saith, cap. 3. sect. 4. The adulterer also, if wc 
may believe the Jews, died the same day and hour: nay, 
his belly swelled, as hers did ; and his secret parts rotted, 
as the author of Ez. Hechajim saith, in Wagenseil upon 
Sota, (cap. 5. sect. 1.) where he adds, that all this came 
to pass, in case her husband had never offended in the 
same kind : for if he had at any time defiled the marriage- 
bed, then this water had not these effects upon his wife, 
though she had been faulty. Which the Gemara also af- 
firms. 

Ver. 28. And if the woman be not defiled, but be clean, 
then she shall be free.] Receive no harm "at all by drink- 
ing the water. 

And shall conceive seed.] If she .was barren before, she 
became fruitful after this trial, and also bare a man-child 
(if wc may believe the Jews), and had easy labour. Her 



beauty also increased, her health was confirmed, and if kh$ 
had any disease it was cured. They observe also, that if> 
after she was thus cleared, she kept company again with 
the same, man whom her husband suspected, and by his 
renewed admonition had required. her not to.be in privato 
with him, this potion was. not repeated;. but she was-dis* 
missed from being his wife, without any dowry : but if she 
kept company with any other person privately, after ad- 
monition to the contrary, this potion might be repeated, as 
often as she offended with new lovers. Thus that MS; 
Ez. Hechajim, so highly commended by Wagenseil, who 
also adds, that in case her husband put her away after her 
acquittal, and she married another man, who had the same, 
ground of jealousy thai her former husband had; because 
of her familiarity -with the same person whom he had for-^ 
bidden her to keep company withal, her new husband 
might bring her to a new trial by this water: and so might 
as many, husbands as she should marry one after another, 
if she gave the like occasion of jealousy. 

Ver. 29. This is the laiv of jealousies.] Whereby God; 
declared himself to be privy to the most secret sins, andto 
be both the preserver of. conjugal faith and chastity, and' 
the protector of innocence : and provided that man and: 
wife/should live happily together, by. keeping men from 
cruel and furious proceedings against their wives, when 
they entertained a jealousy of them, (willing them to com- 
mend the case, to God), and by continuing wives in their* 
duty out of dread of this punishment; which was so ter- 
rible (as Maimonides well observes) even to innocent wo-' 
men, that they would have given all they had to avoid it; 
nay, wished rather to die than undergo such, a public in- 
famy, of having their head uncovered, their hair cut off (as 
he represents it), their garment torn to their breasts; and 
so to stand in the sanctuary before a great multitude of 
men and women, and the whole §anhcdrin. (More Nevo- 
chim/par. iii. cap. 49.) 

When a wife goeth aside.] If the man went aside from- 
her, she had not the same action against him; because 
the family was not so muchjnjured by his going aside, as 
by hers; which brought a spurious brood to inherit his 
estate. 

To another instead of her husband.] Hence the Tal- 
mudists conclude, such an action did not lie against a 
woman who was only espoused; or that waited for her 
former husband's brother to take her to wife ; if they 
gave suspicion of being defiled. So the Mischna, cap. 4. 
sect. 1. * 

And is defiled.] By that other man with whom sho went 
aside. 

■ Ver. 30. Or when the spirit of jealousy cometh upon him, < 
and. he be jealous over his wife.] It appears by the first 
words of this law, (ver. 13, 14.) that whether she was 
really defiled, or there was only a vehement suspicion of 
it, which bred a jealousy in him ; the. husband had liberty 
to. bring her to this trial for his own satisfaction: which 
law was rather permissive than preceptive. 

And shall set the woman before the Lord.] That he might 
shew whether there was cause for her husband's jealousy' 
or not : (see ver. 18.) 

And the priest shall execute upon her all this law*] Though 
the man w r as not bound to bring her to this trial, but rather 
the. contrary, if he could otherwise get rid of his jealousy;' 



Digitized by Microsoft (® 



C12 



A COMMENTARY 



[CHAP. VI. 



yet the priest was bound to proceed against her, according 
to the foregoing rules; when she was set before the Lord 
to be tried. And he might set her before him on any day 
that was not a festival, and in any hour of the day; but not 
in the night: nor might he give the drink to two suspected 
lyonicn at ono and the same time. 

t Ver. 31. Then shall the man be guiltless from iniquity, 
and the woman sltall bear her iniquity J] By iniquity here 
is to be understood the punishment due to iniquity. For 
tho wife, or her parents, if she appeared to bo innocent, 
could have no action against the husband, upon the ac- 
count of this accusation: and if she was guilty, she was 
justly punished for her crime; and her husband had no 
reason to say (as the Jews speak in Pcsikta), ** Woe is me, 
that I have killed a daughter of Israel," &c. for he is here 
pronounced innocent in that matter by the eternal God; 
Avho doth not exercise a tyranny (as they there go on) over 
his creatures, nor gives them precepts, that he may make 
them weary of their lives, or destroy them. No, his precepts* 
arc right; the whole law is Divine: and God doth not bring 
any man into judgment, but for the violation of that which 
was expressly commanded, and which he might have been 
able to fulfil. : 

• But the particle vauin the beginning of this verse signi- 
fies sometimes as much as if, as I observed upon ver. 7. 
And so the Jews here commonly understand it, if the man 
be guiltless from iniquity. For thus the rule is expressed in 
the Gemara, upon the fifth chapter of Sota: When the hus- 
band is free from iniquity (i. e. from adultery), then the wa- 
ter tries his wife: but if he be not free (i.e. be himself also 
guilty of adultery), then the water hathno power to try her: 
that is, produces none of the effects beforemontioned. And 
so the author of Ez. Hachajim, in Wagcnseil upon Sota/ 
(p. 595.) concludes from these very words, That the bit- 
ter water then only had power, when the man was free* 
from the sin of which he suspected his wife : and gives this 
as the reason, why, in the latter end of the second temple, 
this way of trial ceased, and was quite taken away by the 
Sanhedrin; because the number of adulterers was then so' 
great, that the water had no effect; according to those 
words of the prophet Hosea, (chap. iv. 14.) " I will not 
punish your daughters when they commit whoredom, nor 
your spouses when they commit adultery," &c. For that is 
another rule of theirs, listen adulterers were multiplied, the 
bitter waters ceased ; i. e. there was no trial by them : (see 
Selden, lib. iii. Uxor. Heb. cap. 15. p. 40S.) Yet the Jews 
seem to have continued in after-ages, since their temple 
was destroyed, some form of dreadful imprecations, in 
their synagogues, for the discovery of truth in doubtful 
cases. For-St. Chrysostom says, he himself saw a very 
modest, good Christian woman, brought by a senseless fel- 
low (who also had the name of a Christian) into a Jewish - 
assembly; whom ho would have compelled to take their 
oath, trtpl Tiov a//#((r/3i7TOu/ieva)v airy -irpayfiarajv, concerning 
some things wherein he desired satisfaction : from which the 
woman being rescued, by St. Chrysostom's assistance, when 
he examined the man about it, how he came to forsake the 
church, and resort to their Sanhedrin ; his answer was, 
" That ho had been told by many, 0oj3ep<ur/povc rove Iku 
y\vofx(vovg optcovg ttvai, that there were more horrible adjura- 
tions among themthan Christiajjs;' (Hoinil.i. adv. Judocos.) 
Which, no dpul?t, arose from the direful effects of thisad-.V 



juration here prescribed, if tee woman was guilty of what 
she was suspected. 

CHAP. VI. 

Ver. 1. JLND the Lordspake unto Moses, saying?] This 
law very properly follows the foregoing (about women sus- 
pected of adultery), as a remedy against all such sins; by 
abstaining from wine, and all other incitements to lust; and 
by devoting themselves, for some time, in a peculiar way 
to the service of God. And there seems to he a plain op- 
position between a woman professing herself a Nazarite, 
and forbearing wine, and the care of her hair; and a wo- 
man that loved company, and was entangled in the love of 
other men besides her husband., 

Ver. 2. Speak unto the children of Israelii Who were all 
concerned in this law. 

Wlien either man or woman.] For women as well as men" 
might make this vow, if they were at their own disposal, 
and not under the power of their parents, or husbands, by 
whose authority this vow might be disannulled, (chap. xxx. 
4,5,&c.) 

Shall separate themselves.] The Hebrew word japhli sig- 
nifies the doing something cxtraordinar} r , beyond the com- 
mon rate of other men: and therefore Forsterus hath well 
translated it, when a man or woman shall vow a singular 
vow. 

To vow a vow of a Nazarite.] The Hebrew word Nazar, 
which signifies in general to separate, in the conjugation 
niphal(&s they call it) signifies to separate from others, by 
a profession of some special act of religion. Whence 
Nazir signifies one that, beyond the common prescription- 
of the law, dedicates, not his goods, but himself to God in 
a peculiar kind of sanctimony. So Philo, who calls this 
fityakri tvxn> ^ e great vow ; because he that makes it, de- 
votes not his corn, or beasts, &c. but his own self unto 
God ; KTr)fiar(i)v yap rb plyiGrov avrog rig lariv avTio,for every 
man is to himself the greatest possession he hath. 

To separate themselves unto the Lord.] To separate them- 
selves for some time, to a higher measure of purity than 
other men practised ; that they might attend to the service 
of God. From whence this vow was called, separation 
unto the Lord. For they who observed it were holy, saith 
Maimonidcs; yea, were placed, for the present, in the dig- 
nity of the high-priest as to sanctity: being forbidden to 
pollute themselves for their father or mother, as it follows 
afterward, (More Nev. par. iii. cap. 48.) The Jewish doc- 
tors arc wont to be so curious in marking every word, and 
scrupulously adhering to it, that it is something strange 
they should allow a father the liberty to separate his child 
to be a Nazarite, without its consent; when the text ex- 
pressly speaks of those who separate themselves. But so 
the Mischna determines in Sota, (cap. 3. sect. 8.) and it 
allows this liberty to the father, though not to the mother; 
though we find Hannah vowing Samuel to bo a Nazarito 
before he was born, 1 Sam. i. 10, 11. (Sec Wagcuseil on 
that place, annot. 2, 3.) 

Ver. 3. lie shall separate himself from wine.] In this con- 
sisted one part of the special sanctity of Nazaritcs ; that, by 
abstinence from wine, or any thing that was intoxicating, 
they might the better attend, to the study of the law, or' 
other exercises of religion. 
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And strong drink.] As wine was made of grapes, so 
shecar was a liquor made of other fruit, as dates, &c. (see 
Lev. x. 9.) To which add, that other authors call the juice 
of dates, as well as grapes, by the name of ivine. Nay, 
Pliny saith, that prcecipua vina, the choicest wines, were 
made of those dates called cariotce, which grew about Je- 
richo; though they were iniqua capiti, hurtful to the head, 
from whence they had their name, (lib. xiii. Nat. Histor. 
cap. 4.) With great reason, therefore, such intoxicating li- 
quors were forbidden to those who set themselves apart 
to attend upon God, during the time of their separation. 
Which justifies, in part, what Maimonides saith, that Na- 
zarites were advanced to the dignity of priests, who might 
not drink any wine, or strong drink, in the time of their 
ministration to God in the sanctuary. 

And shall drink no vinegar of toine, &c] For that had 
the same effect with wine and strong drink, of which it 
was made. 

Neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes.'] i.e. Se- 
condary wine; which was made by maceration of grapes 
in water, after the juice had been pressed out to make 
wine. Pliny speaks of various kinds of it, (lib. xiv. Nat. 
Hist. cap. 10.) 

Nor eat moist grapes, or dried.] Which might have stirred 
up their appetite after wine, or heated their blood ; and in- 
disposed them for the service of God, to which they had 
devoted themselves. 

Vcr. 4. All the days of his separation.] Or Nazariteship, 
as it is in the margin. Which sort of vow, either was for 
all their life, or only for a time. Samson and John Bap- 
tist were made perpetual Nazarites, by the direction of 
<?od, from their mother's womb. But here Moses speaks 
of such as were made Nazarites by themselves, for a time 
only. Which the Jews say was at least for thirty days: 
but it appears by St. Paul it might be for a week only: 
unto which he limited the time, of his ayvicrfibg, as it is 
called in Acts xxii. 26, 27. For every one might vow for 
what time he pleased. 

Shall he eat nothing that is made of the vine-tree.] No 
paste, nor sauce, that had any of the juice or infusion of 
the grapes in' it. 

From the kernel even to the husk.] Which might give the 
smallest tincture to any thing into which they were put. 

All this caution seems to be intended to instruct those, 
who give themselves wholly unto God's service, to be very 
sober and abstemious in the use of wine and strong drink; 
the excess of which is the bane of true piety. For " Amat 
Spiritus Sanctus sicca corda," as Grotius admirably ob- 
serves upon Luke i. 15. The Holy Ghost delights hi dry 
souls. 

Ver. 5. There shall no razor come upon his head.] Nor 
was his hair to be cut with scissors, or any other instru- 
ment; but he was to let the locks of his hair grow, as it is 
in the conclusion of this verse. This made such persons 
look majestically and venerably, without any expense. 
For, as Agesilaus speaks in Stobaeus, to ko^v twv xovfiwv 
to aSawavwraTov, to let one's hair grow long, is the cheapest 
ornament. Besides, neglect of the hair was proper to those 
who renounced, for the present, all manner of pleasure (as 
the Nazarites did), and betook themselves to a severer 
sort of life. Such persons not only let their, beards and 
their hair grow, but wore a,hairy garment, which the He- 
vol. i.- 



brews called addareth. Such an one John Baptist wore, 
as Elijah did before him, whose mantle is called by this 
name, (1 Kings xix. 19.) and who is said himself to have 
been a hairy man, (2 Kings i. 8.) from whence Grotius 
concludes, that either he was a Nazarite, or the habit of 
a prophet and a Nazarite was the same. (See him on 
Matt. iii. 4.) 

But Moses himself seems, in the next words, to give the 
plainest reason of this 'matter. 

Until the days be fulfilled, in the which he separateth him- 
self unto the Lord, he shall be holy.] It was a token he had 
kept himself pure from all legal defilements : for if he had 
not, he must have shaved his head, (ver. 9.) as they did 
who were cleansed from their leprosy, (Levit. xiv. 8, 9.) 

And shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow.] This 
law, in which consists the second part of their Nazarite- 
ship, some fancy to have been translated from the Egyp- 
tians, into the religion of the Hebrews. Which was the 
opinion of S. Cyril of Alexandria, lib. xvi. de Adorat. 
where he saith, that Moses, knowing how hard it would 
be to bring the Israelites from the ill customs they had 
learnt in Egypt, most wisely instituted the like rites to those 
that were in use there, to the intent they might not perform 
such worship any longer to demons, but to the Lord of all. 
Procopius Gazaeus, upon this place, hath the same notion: 
" Graecorum liberi, si in nymphas vel montanas vel aqua- 
tiles incidissent, comas nutriebant. Lex itaque mala daemo- 
num consuetudine dempta, ad Deum hoc ipsum transfert." 
The sense of which is, that the Greeks let their hair grow 
in honour of the nymphs; and therefore the law, to abolish 
that tvicked custom, transferred that to God which wcis done 
to demons. To which I should readily subscribe, if there 
were any proof that this rite of consecrating their hair to 
demons was so old among the Egyptians and Greeks as 
the times of Moses. It is far more probable, that the ori- 
ginal of this custom among the gentiles was from this law 
of the Nazarites. So Hen. Lindenbrogius very well ob- 
serves upon those words of Censorinus, (de Die Natali, 
cap. 1.) Crinem Deo sacrum pascebant, that they let their 
hair grow in honour of their gods; particularly of Apollo, 
who thence was called Kov/»orp<fyoc ; of Bacchus, Minerva, 
and others; yea, this superstition grew so much, that they 
consecrated it to rivers, in which they thought there was 
some divinity. But hujus moris origo (saith that learned 
annotator upon him) videtur fluxisse it Nazarceis Judceorum. 
TJie original of this custom seems to have flowed from the 
Jeivish Nazarites. (See more upon ver. 18.) 

Ver. G. All the days that he separateth himself unto the 
Lord, he shall come at no dead body.] This was a third part 
of this religion, not to touch a dead body, nor be in the 
house where a dead body was, nor accompany it to the 
grave, (see chap. xix. 11 — 13.) For such defilements by 
the dead made men unclean seven days, so that they might 
not approach to the house of God; and therefore, that the 
Nazarites might always be fit to attend upon his service, 
he would have them avoid this defilement. 

Ver. 7 f . He shall not make himself unclean for his father, 
or for his mother, &c] In this he was superior to the ordi- 
nary prjests, who might be defiled for such near kindred, 
(Levit. xxi.' 2, &c.) /ind was equalled to the high-priest 
(as I observed before, ver. 2. out of Maimonides), who 
might not, (Levit. xxi. 11.) 

3U 
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Because the consecration of his Godjs upon his head.] 
Hishair upon his head, which was unshorn, shewed him 
to be separated (as the word is in the Hebrew) unto God. 
Which hair also was consecrated to him, when the days 
of his separation were fulfilled. For in this unshorn hair 
seems to have consisted the principal part of Nazariteship. 

Ver. 8. All tlte days of his separation he is holy to the 
Lord.] By a peculiar vow, and therefore was not to come 
near a dead body. 

Vcr. 9. A7id if any man die very suddenly by him.] 
Either by violence, or an apoplexy, or any other way. 
And the case was thq same, if he chanced to light upon a 
dead body unawares. 

And he hath defiled the head of his consecration.] Thq 
consecration of his head ; that is, his hair. For though 
he could not help his being so suddenly surprised, yet he 
was defiled by being where a dead body was : and conse- 
quently the hair of his head, which had been consecrated 
to God, was defiled also ; and therefore could not be 
offered to him, and burnt in his honour. 

Then he shall shave his head in the day of his cleansing.'] 
His Nazariteship was interrupted by this defilement, so 
that it could not proceed further ; but, , after the usual 
purification, was. to be begun anew; by shaving off .this 
polluted hair, and letting new hair grow ipstead of it. By 
this it appears that MoSes here speaks only of such as 
made this vow for a limited time : for perpetual Nazarites, 
who were consecrated to God for all their life, were never, 
shaven, whatsoever defilement they contracted. '. 

On the seventh day sliall he sliave it, ,] For so many days 
uucleanness by tho dead lasted, (chap. xix. 11.) and the 
seventh day was the day of cleansing frpra that unclean- 
ness, (ver. 12.) All other legal uneleannesses polluted a- 
Nazarite so, as to make him stand in need : of such purifi- 
cations as other men used in thoso cases : but this alone 
polluted him so as utterly to put him out of that state ; 
which, as it here follows, was to b§ begun again. 

Ver. 10. And on the eighth day he shall bring two tur- 
tles, or two young pigeons, to the priest, &c] The very 
same, sacrifice which was offered for one that had been, 
defiled by a running issue, (Levit. xv. 14.) 

Ver. 11. And the priest shall offer the one for a sin- 
offering, and the other for a, burnt-offering.] As in the fore- 
named case, (Lev. xv. 15.) . j 

To make an atonement for him.] Which was to be done 
before the burnt-offering would be accepted. 

For that he sinned by the dead.] He had not properly 
sinned ; but contracted a legal uncleanness, by touching a 
dead body, or being where it was. Which, though it was 
against his will, yet was a defilement in the account of 
the law ; and a kind of sin, because it was a breach of 
a ceremonial law, and therefore thus to be purged ^ The 
reason of which, and such-like precepts, Abarbinel observes, 
(in his preface to the .book of Leviticus, chap, iv.) was 
only this ; to make men very cautious how they contracted 
any defilement; as the Nazarite might do in the time of 
his separation, and put himself to much trouble. Which 
is the foundation of a famous, saying among their wise 
men :. " Diligence begets caution ; and caution purity ; 
and purity, holiness and sanctity." 

And shall hallow his head the same day.] Consecrate his 
hair afresh to the Lord, aftcyr his head hath been shaved. 



Ver. 12.- And he shall consecrate unto the Lord the days 
of his separation.] This is a further explication of what 
was said just before, in the end of the foregoing verse: 
that from the eighth day he shall begin to compute the 
time of his Nazariteship, for so many days as ho at first 
vowed unto tho Lord. 

And shall bring a lamb of the first year, for a trespass- 
offering.] Which was to be offered even for ignorant of- 
fences, by the law made before, (Levit. v. 15.) 

But the days that were before] His defilement by tho 
dead. 

Shall be lost.] Shall not be reckoned, as the LXX. 
have it, but, go for nothing (as we speak), though they were 
so many that he had almost fulfilled his vow. If, for in- 
stance, he had vowed, to be a Nazarite for a whole year, 
and in the twelfth month happened upon a dead carcass, 
all the foregoing eleven months were lost, and he was to 
begin his year's vow again : and this, as often as such an 
accident happened, if it were before the time that his vow 
was completed. Which may seem very hard, if we do 
not seriously consider the intention of it ; which was, to 
Qbliga them to the strictest caro to preserve themselves 
holy and pure in all things ; as they were plainly taught to 
be, by the watchful diligence they were bound to use, to 
avoid this legal defilement here mentioned. For none 
could absolve theni from this vow, till it was fulfilled in* 
the exactness that is here required. For, as they tell the 
story in the Talmud, Queen Helen having taken a vow 
upon her for seven years, by coming into the holy land 
was engaged for seven years more ;* and being defiled to- x 
wards the. latter en^ of them, was obliged for another seven 
' years; which was twenty and one years in all. (Seo Dr#* 
Lightfoot'of the Temple, chap. 18.)* 

Becaitse his separation was defiled.] His first separation 
was defiled by a dead body; which made it necessary he 
should begin a new one. It might happen also that he 
might die, before he had fulfilled the time ho had vowed to 
be a Nazarite. In which case, Maimonides saith, any of 
his sons might go oh where he left, and at the end of the 
days which' his father had vowed, offer the sacrifices here 
appointed, and be shaved in his stead. (So 'the Mischna 
Sotae, cap. 3. sect. 8.) But Maimonides acknowledges 
there is no foundation for this in Scripture ; but it relies 
wholly upon; tradition. (See Wagenseil on that place, 
annot. 4.) . . 

Ver. 13. And this is the law of the Nazarite.] Of putting 
an end to. his Nazariteship. 

Wlieri the days of his separation are fidfilled.] At the end 
of the time he vowed to continue in this state. 

He shall be brought.] By the priest. 

Unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.] That 
the sacrifices here prescribed might be offered for him. 

. Vcr. 14. And he shall offer his offering unto the Lord.] f. e. 
The Nazarite was to present these following'oflerings unto 
the Lord: for the priest's offering them is not mentioned 
till ver. 1G. • 

One he-lamb of the first year without blemish for a burnt- 
offering, and one ewe-lamb, &c] Here are all sorts of offer- 
ings, which he was obliged to make in the conclusion of 
his Nazariteship. A bur tit-offering, as an acknowledgment 
of God's sovereign dominion. A sin-offering, imploring 
pardon for any omissions, of. which he might have been 
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guilty during this vow: and a peace-offering, in thankful- 
ness to God, who had given him grace both to make, and 
to keep, and to fulfil this vow, 

Ver. 15. And a basket of unleavened bread,, cakes of fine 
flour mingled with oil, and wafers of unleavened bread 
anointed with oil.] Besides the forementioned -sacrifices, 
here are three oblations more .prescribed to complete his 
thankfulness : of which see Exod. xxix. 2. 

And their meat-offering's, and their drink-offerings.'] This 
seems to relate to the burnt-offering and peace-offering 
beforementioncd, (Ver. 14.) which were to have their proper 
meat-offering and drink-offering; besides the basket of un- 
leavened bread, with the cakes and the wafers': see Levit. 
viii 12. Numb. xv. 2, 3, &c. Where these accessory offer- 
ings arc ordered to accompany the burnt-offerings and peace- 
offerings, though, sin-offerings had none. 

Ver. 1G. And the priest shall bring them before the Lord.] 
Unto the altar of burnt-offerings ; as the Nazarite had 
already brought them to the door of the tabernacle, (ver. 14.)' 

And shall offer his sin-offering, and his burnt-offering.] 
Though the burnt-offering be first named, (ver. 14.) as the 
principal sacrifice of all other, yet the sin-offering vf&s first 
offered ; by which his peace being made with God, the two 
other offerings which followed were acceptable'to him. 

Ver. 17. And he shall offer the ram for a sacrifice: oj -peace- 
offerings* unto the Lord, with the basket ofunleavenecl'bread.] 
And' the cakes and wafers, which accompanied the peace- 
cffenng, that nothing might be wanting to complete the feast 
which was to be toade upon them. 

The priest shall offer also his meat-offering, and his drink- 
offering.] By this it appears, that these were'distinct from 
the basket of unleavened bread, &c. as I observed, ver. 15. 
. Ver. 18. And the Nazarite shall shave the head of his 
separation.] i. e. The hair of his head, which was conse- 
crated to God, shall be shaved off, that it maybe presented 
unto him. For having now fulfilled his vow, this hair was 
holy ; it not having been defiled as that hair was which he 
shaved off before, (ver. 9.) 

At the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.] That 
it might be publicly known he had ended his vow. 
, And shall take tht hair of the head of his separation.] 
His hair which was consecrated to the Lord. 

And put it in the fire.] Where it was burnt. 

Which is under the sacrifice of the peace-offerings.] In the 
court of the women, (as they tell us in Middoth, cap. 2. 
sect. 5.) where there were four rooms ; and that in the 
north-cast corner was the room of theNazarites; in which 
they boiled their peace-offerings, and, having polled their 
hair, put it under the pot whero the sacrifice was boiling: 
which, as I/Empereur there observes out of Abarbinel, wag 
offered out of joy, that their vow was fulfilled ; and there- 
fore they put their hair to be there burnt, as a testimony that 
their Nazariteship was at an end, and that they had no 
further obligation to let their hair grow, in observance of 
this law. And according to this accoiint, that question is 
resolved which many have made: 'whether the Nazarite's 
hair was to be burnt with holy fire, (viz. that on the altar) 
or with common: for it was burnt with that which was 
under the pot, or caldron, in which the peace-offerings 
were boiled, which was common fire. And, indeed, it had 
been unseemly to burn hair upon the altar, it being God's" 
table, where his meat was set before him ; for it would not 



have been grateful at one of our feasts. Tet the fire under 
the peace-offerings may, in some sort, be called holy, as it 
was employed to boil holy meat; and in that regard, more 
sacred .than other vulgar fire. 

There are those who think no account can be given of 
such ordinances as these; but only this; tliat it was so ge- 
neral a custom, and so very ancient among mankind; to let 
their hair grow on purpose, and to plait it in locks, that 
they might, at a certain time, cut it off, aud devote it to 
some of their gods ; that, in all likelihood, the Israelites 
would have followed their superstition, if God, to prevent 
it, had not instituted a way of doing \Vhat the rest of the 
world did, without their idolatry. For the directions wliich 
God here gives about it, are manifestly opposite to the way 
of the gentiles. For the Naiarites arc here directed to cut 
their liair(when the time of their separation was completed) 
at the door of the tabernacle, where it was also to be 
burnt; whereas the gentiles'hung their hair, when they had 
cut it, upon trees; or consecrated it to rivers, (as I ob- 
served, ver. 5.) or laid it up in their temples, there to be 
preserved. The Hebrew Nazarites also are required to 
offer various sorts of sacrifices,- when they cut their hair; 
of which we rarely read any thing among the gentiles : and 
all the time of their separation were to drink no wine, nor 
eat grapes, &c. which was not known among the heathen. 
From whence it is, one may think, that they are so often 
put in mind of the Lord, in this law of theNazarites; who 
are said to be separated unto the Lord, (ver.l. 5,6.) and the 
consecration of his God is said to be upon his head, (ver. 
7.) and all the days of his separation he was holy to the 
Lord, (ver. 8.) unto whom he consecrated the days of his 
separation; (vex. 12.) to put them in mind, that, though they 
used this rite, which was common to other nations, yet it 
w r as in honour of the Lord only, whom they acknowledged 
to be the author of health, and strength, and growth: for 
the devil also had his Nazarites, as appears from Hosea 
ix. 10. All this is said, and much more, with a specious 
show of truth, by a most ingenious and learned friend of 
mine, now with God, in his excellent book, De Legibus 
Hcbrseorum Ritualibus,&c. lib. iii. Dissert. 1. cap. 6. 

But there are two things wanting to make, this opinion 
probable. First, none can tell how the world came by 
such a custom of letting their hair grow for sacred uses, 
unless they had it from Moses; who tells us whence he de- 
rived it, viz. from God ; who appointed this rite for such 
reasons, as then were plain, but now, perhaps, do not ap- 
pear' to us. Besides, secondly, there is not the'least evi- 
dence that this custom was so old as Moses's 'time; which 
to me seems not likely, but rather that it was derived, 
among the gentiles, from an imperfect knowledge of what 
is here ordained by Moses. For the chief part of this Na- 
zariteship consisting in letting their hair grow, and conse- 
crating it unto God, the gentiles took it to be a piece of 
great devotion, My awotcitpuv rwv waidiov rag ico/>v0ae,.&c. as 
Theodorct speaks, Qusest. xxviii. in Levit. not to cut off 
their children's hair ^ but let it grow, and, after a certain 
time, dedicate it e (o tMir demons. Many authors have 
.written much of this custom ; for which there was a certain 
day appointed at Athens, viz. the third day of the feast 
called ' 'ATrarovpta, which day was called Kovpzung, because 
then the fiair of their grown children was shorn off, and sa- 
crificed to Diana. (See Petr. Castellanus, in his Syntagma 
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do Fcstis Graccorum; where he quotes a passage out of 
Hcsychius, (p. 23.) who says, that before* they cut off their 
hair, they brought a measure of wine, which they offered to 
Hercules, and then all that were present drunk of it: which 
is some imitation of the drink-offering here mentioned by 
Moses, which was offered at the completion of their Naza- 
ritcship. And Grotius and Huetius have made it so plain, 
that the Attic laws were derived from Moses, that I can- 
not doubt but this custom also flowed from the same 
fountain. 

And, if we must give an account of the reason of this in- 
stitution among the Hebrews, I think that of Maimonides 
is better than this, against which I have excepted ; viz. that 
this law about their hair was made in opposition to the. 
opinion of the ancient idolaters, called Zabii, w T ho held all 
things which were separated from the body to be impure; 
as the hair, the nails, and the blood. From whence all 
barbers among them w T cre accounted impure persons, be- 
cause they cut men's hair, and let blood: and whosoever 
suffered a razor to pass upon his flesh, was required to 
wash himself in pure fountain-water; as he shews, More 
Nevochim, par. iii. cap. 47. \ 

Ver. 19. And the priest shall take tlie sodden shoulder of 
the ram.'] The left shoulder, which he was to take out of 
the pot as it was boiling; for the right shoulder (which is 
called the heave-shoulder in the next verse) was the priest's 
portion, by a law made before this, (Lev. vii. 32, 33.) 

And one unleavened cake out of the basket, and one un- 
leavened wafer.] The basket of unleavened bread was or- 
dered to be offered before, (ver. 17.) and now he orders 
one of the cakes and one of the wafers (mentioned with the 
bread, ver. 15.) to be put into the hands of the Nazarite; 
the rest being burnt, I suppose, upon the altar. 

And shall put them into the hands of the Nazarite.] That 
he might give them to the priest, in token of his thankful- 
ness to him for his pains. 

After the hair of his separation is shaved.] And his vow, 
in a manner, completed; as it was immediately alter these 
things were presented unto God. 

Ver. 20. And the priest shall wave them.] Both the sod- 
den shoulder and the cake and wafer. 

For'a wave-offering before the Lord.] See Lev. vii. 30, 31. 

This is holy for the priest, with, the wave-breast, and 
heave-shoulder.] These two were the priest's portion out 
of all peace-offerings, as I observed before, from Lev. vii. 
34. but in this peace-offering he had, moreover, the other 
shoulder, as a special token of the Nazarite's gratitude for 
his cleansing. 

And after that the Nazarite may drink wine.] He was 
restored to his former freedom, to live as other men did. 

Ver. 21. This is the law of the Nazarite, who hath vowed, 
and of his offering to the Lord for his separation.] All these 
things he was bound to perform, before he could be freed 
from his vow, though he was never so poor. 

Besides that that his hand slvall get.] Besides which he 
might add, if he pleased, according to his ability. 

According to the vow which he vowed, so must he do after 
the law of his separation.] There was a necessity that he 
should perform what his vow obliged him unto, according 
to the law of Nazariteship ; though he might voluntarily 
offer what he thought good, over and above his oblatiou, 
now that he was executing his vow. His friends also might 
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join with him in the expense he w T as at for so many sacri- 
fices as he was enjoined to offer; or in providing voluntary 
offerings, beyond his oblation. Thus we read, in Acts xxi. 
23, 24. that St. Paul, by the advice of St. James, and the 
ciders at Jerusalem, was at charges with certain men that 
had this vow upon them, and purified himself with them: 
which was agreeable to the custom among the Jews, as 
Pctitus and others have observed out of Maimonides; who 
says, others might help the Nazarites to fulfil their vow, and 
partake with them in it, by abstaining from wine, &c. for 
some time, as they did. 

Ver. 22. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] The 
tabernacle having been lately erected, to which the people 
were all to resort, they are invited to it by the directions 
here given, how they should be dismissed, when they came 
to worship: which was in such a manner, that they might 
not doubt (as R. Menachem glosses) but the Divine bene- 
diction would come down upon them from his celestial 
habitation, when they devoutly frequented his house here 
* on earth. 

Ver. 23. Speak unto Aaron, and unto his sons, saying.] 
Whose proper office it was to bless the people ; as it was 
to offer their sacrifices, and burn incense, (Dcut. xxi. 5.) 

On this wise ye shall bless the children of Israel, saying 
unto them.] Standing so that they might be seen with their 
hands lifted up and spread; speaking with a loud voice, 
with their faces towards the people : (sec Lev. ix. 22.)' 

Ver. 24. 'fhe Lord bless thee, and keep thee.] Give thee 
all good things, and preserve thee from all evil. 

Ver. 25. The Lord make his face to shine upon thee, and 
be gracious unto thee.] Be favourable unto thee, and par- 
don all thy sins. 

Ver. 2G. The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and 
give thee peace.] Be always with thee to protect and defend 
thee, and give thee perfect happiness. 

When this benediction was said in the sanctuary (if we 
may believe the Jews), it was but one,* and pronounced 
without any pause; the people keeping a profound silence : 
but out of the sanctuary (in their synagogues) they made 
three of it, the priest pausing at the end of every verse, 
and ..the people sayings Amen to each of them. In the 
sanctuary also they pronounced the name Jehovah, which 
is here thrice repeated ; but in their synagogues they used 
some other name instead of it. So the Mischna Sota, (cap. 
7. sect. 6.) 

The repetition of this name three times, in these three 
verses, and that with a different accent in each of them (as 
It. Menachem observes), hath made the Jews themselves 
think there is some mystery in it: which we understand, 
though they do not. For it may well be looked upon by 
us, as having respect to the three persons in the blessed 
Trinity; who are one God, from whom all blessings flow 
unto us, (2 Cor. xiii. 14.) This mystery, as Luther wisely 
expresses it, (upon Psal. v.) is here occulte insinuation, 
secretly insinuated, though not plainly revealed. And it 
is not hard to shew, if this were a place for it, how pro- 
perly God the Father may be said to bless and keep us ; 
and God the Son to be graciousunto us; and God the Holy 
Ghost to give us peace. 

Ver. 27. And they shall put my name upon the children 
of Israel.] To put God's name upon them, was to commend 
them to his almighty goodness; or, to bless them, by call- 
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ing upon the Lord, and beseeching him to bestow all that 
they desired upon them. 

And I will bless them.'] The Jews from hence observe, 
that God's blessing, in some sort, depends upon the bless- 
ing of the priest: which they thought so necessary, that 
shcIi- priests as were admitted to no other service might 
perform this ; for fear the people should at any time want 
it. So Chaskuni, (upon Deut. xxi. 5.) and Jalkut, (as 
Wagenseil observes upon the Gemara Sotae, cap. 7. sect. 
26.) whose words are these, " The blessing pronounced by 
a priest, who hath some blemish in his body, ought to be 
accounted legitimate." 

Jonathan here paraphrases these words in this manner, 
I will bless (hem in my Word, or by my Word: which is the 
apostolical doctrine, that God the Father hath blessed vs 
with all spiritual blessings in, or by Christ, (Ephes. i. 3.). 
who, with the Holy Ghost, is most high in the glory of God 
the Father. And it is observable, that the Jews think it- 
utterly unlawful to add a fourth benediction to these three, 
though they find one in Deut i. 2. " The Lord God of your 
fathers make you a thousand times so many more than you 
arc; and bless you as he hath promised you." 

CHAP. VII. 

Vcr. 1. jCjlND it came to pass on the day that Moses had 
fully set tip the tabernacle.] Which he did upon the first 
day of the first month of the second year, after they came 
out of Egypt, (Exod. xl. 17, 18.) 

And had anointed it, and sanctified it, &c] Sco Lev. viii. 
10, 11. ; where it is said, he anointed also (as it here likewise 
follows) all belonging to it: which being seven days in do- 
ing, as appears from the thirty-fifth verse of that chapter, it 
is evident that the word day doth not here precisely denote 
the very day on which the tabernacle was erected ; but 
more largely, at or about that timo (as it must necessarily 
signify, ver. 84. of this chapter), after he had set up the ta- 
bernacle ; and not only sanctified and anointed it, but re- 
ceived orders about sacrifices, and anointed the priests 
(with the rest mentioned in the book of Leviticus), and also 
had numbered the people ; ordered their encampment, and 
the encampment of the Levites ; and given them their charge 
about the tabernacle. In short, when Moses had done all 
the things mentioned hitherto in this book, then followed 
this dedication of the altar. And whosoever will compare 
this chapter with the second, may easily be convinced that 
this offering of the princes was not made till the camp was 
formed, and the tribes ranged under their several standards: 
for the princes' offer held in the same .order and method 
that they are disposed there. 

Ver. 2. TJiat the princes of Israel, heads of the house of 
their fathers.] Mentioned chap. i. 5. 16. 

And were over them that were numbered.] This evidently 
shews that this offering of the princes was after the num- 
bering of the people. 

Offered.] In the order that is set down in this chapter. 

Ver. 3. And they brought their offering.] The LXX. 
translate the Hebrew word korbanam, to Swpov airwv, their 
gift, or their present, which they made to God; which con- 
sisted of several things, for divers uses. 

Before the Lord.] i. e. At the door of the tabernacle; as 
it is explained in the end of the verse. 



Six covered waggons, and twelve oxen.] In the first place 
they made a present for the service of the tabernacle it- 
self; that such parts of it as were most cumbersome might 
be more conveniently carried ; and that they might be free 
from dust, rain, or hail. The waggons were covered; being 
not ordinary carriages, but such as .were used by great 
persons. So the LXX. understood it, who translate the 
Hebrew word tzabbim, by \afnr{}yn, in Isa. lxvi. 20. and 
here afxa^ag \a[nrr)viKag. Now as Pollux reckons Xafiiriyvr) 
among the waggons and chariots then used, so Hesychius 
tells us (as learned men have observed) it signifies such 
waggons as illustrious men and women used; and that they 
were covered above. 

A waggon for two of the princes.] This shews plainly 
enough, that they were sumptuous, and had, perhaps, rich 
coverings; in that two of the great men joined in the pre- 
sent of one waggon. 

And for each one an ox.] That there might be a pair 
of oxen to draw each waggon. And it is probable, those 
oxen were yoked together, which were offered by those two 
princes, who joined in offering one waggon. 

And they brought them before the tabernacle.] Set them 
before the entrance of it. 

Ver. 4. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] It seems 
Moses did not accept these presents, till he had orders* 
from the Lord, in the next words. 

Ver. 5. Take it of them.] Receive their presents, as ac- - 
ceptablc to me. 

That they may be to do the service of the tabernacle of the 
congregation.] He directs their use: which was to carry 
the tabernacle, when they removed from one place to 
another. 

And thou shalt give them to the Levites.] In order to 
which, he directs him to bestow them upon the Levites, 
who had the charge of that carriage. 

To every man according to his service.] In such propor- 
tions as the things they had to carry required. 

Ver. 6. And Moses took the waggons and oxen, and gave 
them to the Levites.] In such proportions as follow in the 
next two verses. 

Ver. 7. Two ivaggons and four oxen to the sons of Ger- 
shon, according to their service.] As they were fewest in 
number that could do service, so they had less burdensome 
things to carry than the sons of Merari, (chap. iv. 25, 40.) 
and therefore had fewer carriages allowed them. 

Vcr. 8. And four waggons and eight oxen he gave unto 
the sons of Merari, according to their service.] They were 
the most numerous, and had the greatest burden; and 
therefore had allowance of more carriages and oxen, (chap, 
iv. 31, 32. 48.) 

Under the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.] 
Who had the inspection and care both of the Gershonites 
and Merarites, (chap. iv. 28. 33.) 

Ver. 9. But unto the sons of Kohath he gave none.] For 
the reason that follows. 

Because the service of the sanctuary belonging unto them 
was, that they should bear upon.their shoulders.]Thc~LX.X. 
translate it more exactly, because they had tjie service of the 
holy thing, (tov aytov, as the ark is called, chap, iv.4.) they 
shall carry it on their shoulders: which was for the greater 
honour and dignity of' the ark, and of the law contained in 
it; as Maimonides, It. Levi ben Gersom, and others, ob- 
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serve: and that the form and structure of the* ark might not 
be discomposed, as Maimonidcs adds, (More Ncvochim, 
par. iii. cap. 45.) nor the ephod and the breast-plate ruf- 
fled; as they might have been by the shaking of a wag- 
gon. Yet (hey all observe, this was not so peculiar to the 
sons of Kohath, but that the priests, the sons of Aaron, 
upon some special occasions, carried the ark; particularly 
when they went over Jordan, (Josh. iii. 3.) and at the siege 
of Jericho; .at both which times a great miracle was to be 
wrought; and when Zadok and Abiathar carried it back 
to Jerusalem, 2 Sam. xv. 29. (though that, I observed be- 
fore, may be otherwise interpreted, and there seems no 
reason why they should carry it back, when the Levites 
brought it, ver. 24.) and when Solomon's temple was built, 
(1 Kings viii. G.) For the Levites might not go into the 
holy place, and therefore it was then carried by the priests. 

Ver. 10. And the priests offered.'} They brought the of- 
ferings, which they desired might bo presented unto God. 

For the dedicating of. the altar.] The Hebrew word cha- 
nac, which, in one place of the Pentateuch, signifies simply 
to begin to use, or enjoy a house, (Detit. xx.*6.) here, and 
ia several 6tlier places, Signified the fittst application and 
addiction of any thing to sacred tiScs, or to the Divine 
service; 16 -which it had been "designed and consecrated. 
And this was done with some certain 1 solemn words and 
actions, as Mr. Sclden observes, lib. iii. de Synedr. cap. 
13. n. 1; and cap* 15. n. 3. And so, among the Latins, 
the word inchoare, when applied to sacred things, signi- 
fies, to perfect or consummate; as Servius observes upon 
iEneid. vi. And both civil atid sacred initiations were ac- 
companied with great joy and gladness. But this is not to 
be understood, as if the dedication of the altaT was the 
setting" of it apart,* and sanctifying it for the service of God, 
(which had been done before, and seven days spent therein, 
Exod. xxix. 27. Levit. viii. 11.) but, as the word properly 
signifies, the beginning to use it, after it had been so 
sanctified. 

-In the day that it tvas anointed.] At the time that it was 
set apart; and all other things ordered for the safeguard 
of the tabernacle. (See ver. 1.) 

Even the princes offered tUeir offering.] Presented their 
gifts' (as the LXX. .translate it), which they desired God 
would accept upon this great occasion. ,,*>., , i \ . % 

Before the. altar.] At the door of the tabernacle, near 
unto which the altar stood, (Exod. xl. 6.) for he speaks of 
the altar of burnt-offerings. :» a -v . A , t -u;. t :\\ . . -j . 

Ver. Jl. And the Lord saidtinto Moses, They shall offer 
their offering.] Here again Kasi observes, that Moses 
would not receive their offering till he knew the tarind of 
God; who directed in what manner and order their gifts 
should be offered to him. ." , ; . . , 

Each prince on his day, for the dedication of the altar.} 
This made the dedication a very long solemnity, which 
continued twelve days. When these twelve days began, it 
is not easy to determine ; but it seems to me a very reason- 
ablccomputation, 'which Fortunatus Scacchus hath made 
of this whole business, Myrothcc. Sacr. Elacochrysm.. lib. 
ii". cap. 74, where he supposes, that the tabernacle being 
erected the first day of the first month of the second year, 
after they came out of Egypt, seven days were spent in the 
consecration of it and of the aUar, &c. And on the eighth 
day Moses began to consecrate Aaron, and his sons, which 



lasted seven days longer. Tiien the fifteenth day of that 
month was the first day of unleavened bread, which God 
commanded (as wo read here, chap, ix.) to bo observed in 
the first month, and lasted till tho two-and-twentieth. The 
rest of the month we may well suppose was spent in giving, 
receiving, and delivering the laws mentioned in tho book of 
Leviticus. After which, on the first day of the second 
month, he began to number the people, according tQ the 
command in the beginning of this book, which may be sup- 
posed to have lasted three days. And then on tho fourth 
the Levites were numbered : on the next day we may sup- 
pose they were offered to God, and given unto the priests: 
on the sixth day they were expiated and consecrated (as 
we read in the next chapter); and on the seventh day 
their several charges w r ere parted among them, (of w r hich 
we read chap, i v.) After which the princes, he sup- 
poses, began to offer upon the eighth day of the second 
month, for the dedication of the altar, which lasted till the 
nineteenth day inclusively : and on the twentieth day of 
tliis month they removed (as we read chap. x. 11, 12.) 
from Sinai to the wilderness of Paran. 

Ver. 12. And he that offered his offering the first day.] 
By God's order, no doubt. 

Was Nalishon the son of Amminadab, of the tribe ofJu- 
dah.] He held the principal place among the Israelites, 
being the ?idsi, the prince ot captain (as we translate it, 
Numb. ii. 3.) of the children of Judah, who had the first 
standard. And yet he alone, of all the twelve great men 
here mentioned, is not called nasi,, prince of Judah, as all 
the rest are called princes of. their tribes, (ver. 18. 24. 30, 
&c;) but simply Nalishon of the tribe of Judah. The Jews 
give several reasons of it: but perhaps it w~as, because he 
offered first, which was honour enough; and there needed 
no more to be said of him. 

Ver. 13. And his offering was one silver charger, the 
weight whereof was a hundred and thirty shekels, and one 
silver boivl, &c] It appears by the metal that this charger 
and bowl we're of, that they were for the use of the altar of 
burnt-offerings in the outward court, for all the vessels of 
the sanctuary were of gold. And I take this charger (or 
broad dish, or platter) to have been offered, for receiving 
the flesh Which was offered at the altar, or the fine flour for 
the meat-offerings. And the bowl received tho blood, or 
was.usedfor pouring out wine. j. .,. tM u , 

Both of them were full of fine flour. mingled with oil, for a 
meat-offeriftg.] Which was to attend upon the burnt-offer- 
ing and the peace-offering, mentioned. ver. 15. 17. See chap. 
iy.7. where. I observed, it was not-difficult to procure this 
fine flour in the wilderness. t ,5 * - 

" Ver. 14. One spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of incense.] 
Both the metal of which it was made, and that which was 
in it, shew this spoon was for the use of the golden altar 
in the Sanctuary : which may incline one to think, that both 
altars were now dedicated; that is, first began to be used 
for the service of the whole congregation. (See ver. 88.) 

Ver. 15. One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the 
first year.] There arc so many sacrific9S mentioned, here 
and in thfc.two following vctscs (no less than twenty-one in 
all), that, together with the silver and gold plate>.thcy look 
like too great a present to be made out of one man's pri- 
vate estate : and therefore some have thought, that the rest 
of the great men of tho tribe of Judah joined With Nalishon 
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in their contributions towards it; and that it was offered in 
his own and their names. 

For a burnt-offering.] This is first mentioned, as being 
the most ancient sort of sacrifice, long before we read of 
any other; and being an acknowledgment of God's so- 
vereign dominion over all. 

Ver. 16. One kid of the goats for a sin-offering.'] This in 
all likelihood was first offered, though the other be first 
mentioned. For in the next chapter we find the burnt-of- 
fering enjoined in the first place ; but the sin-offering offered 
before it, (chap. vlii. 8. 12.) The like I observed before, 
(chap. vi. 16. see there.) 

Ver. 17. And for a sacrifice of peace-offerings, two oxen, 
Jive rams, five he-goats, five lambs of the first year.] These 
sacrifices were more numerous than the burnt-offering or 
the sin-offering; because the priests, and the princes, and 
as many of the people as they invited, had their share of 
them, and feasted before the Lord upon them, with great 
rejoicing: which custom, as Mr. Selden observes, flowed 
from hence to the gentiles, who dedicated their altaTS, and 
temples, and statues, 8cc. with much ceremony; and the 
ancient Greeks, TroXvTiXzarlpoig Itpdoig, with more sump- 
tuous sacrifices. See lib. ill. de Synedriis, cap. 14. num. 3. 
where he also shews, how they were dedicated among the 
Romans with plays, and feasting, and public largesses ; 
and at last their feasts became anniversary, as the feast of 
dedication among the Jews was, after the times of Antio- 
chus, (num. 6, 7.) In which feast there was AvxvoKaia, illu- 
minations (as we now speak), by setting up of candles, or 
lamps, in token of joy, (cap. 13. num. 9.) 

This teas the offering ofNahshon, the son ofAmminadab.] 
And was the pattern which all the rest followed. - 

Ver. 18. On thesetond day.) Their offerings were thus 
distributed, to be offered on several days, that confusion 
might be avoided; and that every tribe might distinctly ex- 
press their devotion to God, and be graciously accepted by 
him; and the solemnity be made the more remarkable, by 
continuing it so long as twelve days. For which reason 
the feast of dedication, after Mattathias had purged the 
temple and the altar, after the profanation of them by 
Antiochus, was kept eight days by the Jews in following 
times ; and this Parascha (as they call it) of the law, from 
chap. vi. 22. to chap. viii. 4. of this book, was wont to be 
read at that feast; as the same Mr. Selden observes, (cap. 
13. n. 7.) As among the Romans, he observes, (cap. 14. 
n.7.) there was a feast of like nature kept six days. ' 

Nethaneel the son of Zuar, prince of Issachar, did offer.] 
This tribe, and Zebulun, being under the standard of Ju- 
dah, are the next that offer. And so they proceed in the same 
order; Reuben, and those under his standard offering next; 
because they encamped next to them, (ver. 30. 36. 42, &c.) 

Ver. 19. He offered for his offering one silver charger, the 
weight whereof was a hundred and thirty shekels, &c] It 
may be observed, once for all, that there is no difference in 
the offerings of these princes; but all offered plate of equal 
weight, and an equal number of sacrifices, without the least 
variation: either by common agreement, or by the Divine 
appointment; that the vanity of vying one with another 
might be prevented ; and none might brag of their out- 
doing their brethren ; and all might be confident that they 
were equally interested ih the altar, and accepted by the 
Divine Majesty. - * 



Ver. 24. On the third day Eliab the son ofllelon, &c] 
Here it may be observed, that Moses thought fit to set 
down distinctly, and at length, the offerings of the princes 
of every tribe (as he doth here, and in the following part of 
this chapter), though they were the very same, without any 
difference; that an honourable mention being made of 
every one apart, none might think themselves in the least 
neglected. 

Ver. 30. On the fourth dayElizur, &c] There is nothing 
new to be noted of him, or any of the rest; because the 
same thing is repeated, for the reason forementioned. 

Ver. 48. On the seventh day Elisliama, &c. offered^] This 
solemnity was not interrupted by Ihe sabbath; but the of- 
ferings continued then, as upon other days. 

Ver. 84. TJiiswas the dedication of the altar.] By these 
oblations and sacrifices; which xvcre . simple and plain, 
though costly and magnificent. With which the gentiles 
were not content, but used sometimes barbarous rites 
in their dedications ; as appears by their tanrobolia and 
criobolia in honour of the mother of the gods, &c. (See 
Selden in the forenamed book, cap. 14. n. 8, 9.) 

In the day when it was anointed.] The dedication lasting 
twelve days, it is apparent the word day, in this place, ne- 
cessarily signifies the time (were it mo/eor less), wherein 
a thing was done ; as I observed ver. 1. and see ver. 88. 
: By the princes of Israel.] From whose examples princes 
&nd great men should learn (as Conradus Pellicanus well 
applies all this), "to be devoutly religious; and to possess 
the fear and reverence of the Lord God in their breasts :*to 
| be strong in faith ; far from covetousness ; unanimous in 
; their endeavours to do honour to God ; to give a good ex- 
ample of faith and good works to others; to seek the profit 
of their subjects; assist the servants of God ; lend their 
helping hand to the proficiency of true piety; provide the 
ministers of tlie church with all things necessary, that re- 
ligion be not neglected and contemned by their poverty \ 
for the sake of God whom they serve, to do them honour 
by word and deed ; and follow their godly admonitions, &c. 
This is a profitable allegory (saith he) of this history ;' and 
we need not seek for one more ingenious. As for those whd 
highly value the allegorical sense of all these things, habent 
alios qui gustui suo consilient et curiositati; they' may find 
other commentators to please their taste, and satisfy their 
curiosity" 

Twelve chargers of silver, twelve silver boards, &c.j In 
these and the following words the whole sum of the obla- 
tions and sacrifices is set down by Moses ; that every reader, 
in all future times, might see (without the trouble of cast- 
ing up the account) how devout and generous their ances- 
tors were. 

Ver. 87. All the oxen for the burnt-offering were twelve 
bullocks, &c] Whether there were any prayers made for a 
gracious acceptance of the sacrifices, which should be here- 
after made on this altar, we are not told. But the sacrifices 
themselves were in the nature of supplications ; and it is 
: likely, they that offered them made their humble petitions 
with them. And so the gentiles always did at the dedica- 
tion of their temples or altars : an instance of which is ob- 
served out of Gruter, by Fort. Scacchus and by Selden, in 
these words : ** Hanc tibi aram Jupiter Opt. Max. dico 
dedicoque uti sis volens propitius mihi collcgisque meis," 
&c* Which is a dedication of an altar to Jupiter, with a 
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prayer that he would be gracious to him that dedicated it, 
find to his friends and neighbours. The like dedication 
there is of a temple to Priapus, near Padua, with this 
prayer, that ho would constantly guard their fields, &c. 
(Myroth. Sacr. Elacochrys. 2. cap. 28. lib. iii. de Synedr, 
cap. 14. p. 290. 309.) 

With their meat-offering.'] Which was brought in the 
twelve chargers and bowls, as a necessary appendix to the 
burnt-offerings and the peace-offerings; as is fully explained 
chap. xv. 8, 9. 

Ver. 88. This was the dedication of the altar.] Which is 
repeated here again, to shew why it was called the dedica- 
tion; because this was the first solemn sacrifice which was 
offered for the tribes, or particular persons among them; 
and therefore was the more sumptuous. 

After that it was anointed.] Here the word day is omit- 
ted, (which is used ver. 1. and vcr. 84.) Moses intending 
only to let posterity know that this dedication followed not 
long after the anointing of the tabernacle and the altar ; 
whereby it was sanctified to God's service. 

Vcr. 89. And when Moses was gone into the tabernacle of 
the congregation to speak xuith Him.] That is, with God. 
This seems to be here mentioned, because he had lately 
had a special occasion to go and inquire particularly of 
God, about a matter of great concernment, as will appear 
from chap. ix. 8, 9. And it is likely he had gone in twice 
upon this occasion, to consult him about the offering of the 
princes, (ver. 4, 5. 10, 11.) and now, it is possible, went in 
again, to know if the Lord would give him any further di- 
rections. 

Then he heard the voice of one speaking unto him from off 
the mercy-seat, &c] There God promised to meet him, and 
to commune with him, &c. (Exod. xxv. 22.) which sup- 
poses he would be always present there. And so he was; 
for the cloud of glory filled the house after it was set up, 
(Exod. xl. 33, 34,) from whence God spake to him, (Lev. i. 
1.) and told him he would appear (i. e. reside constantly) in 
the cloud upon the mercy-seat, (Lev. xvi. 2.) Now here 
he relates how God appeared and communed with him 
from thence; which was by a voice that he heard of one 
speaking to him, as he stood in the outward part of the 
sanctuary. So the Jews understand it; particularly R. So- 
lomon, who thinks that Moses only entered into the sane-, 
tuary, and, standing in the very entrance of it, heard the 
voice speaking to him from between the two cherubims: 
which was very clear and strong; but went no farther than 
into the sanctuary, where Moses alone at that time was. 
So they observe in Siphri, as Buxtorf notes in his Histor. 
Areas Foederis, cap. 15. 

And he spake unto him.] With an audible voice; and so 
distinctly, that he perceived and understood every word. 
Which Abarbiijel thinks God vouchsafed for this reason; 
that, as he visibly represented to him in the mount the pat- 
tern of the tabernacle, and of every thing belonging to it, 
whereby the form and figure of every particular was im- 
printed on his mind, and he was the better able to give di- 
rections how to make them exactly: so he being to write 
iu his law all that God required them to do, ho delivered 
every thing to him in an audible voice; that he might set 
down in these books the very words and phrases which he 
heard with his ears from the mouth of God, as plainly as if 
he had described them from some ancient volume. 



To which I cannot but add that this audible articulate 
voice from God, which was perceived by human ears, re- 
presented God as if he was incorporate; and may well be 
looked upon as an earnest of that great mystery, God ma- 
nifested in the flesh; who in the fulness of time became a 
man, and spake to all the Jews familiarly in their own lan- 
guage. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Ver. 1. JjLND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] When 
this was spoken is not certain. If Moses went into the ta- 
bernacle immediately after the princes had offered (ver. 
89. of the foregoing chapter), it may be thought he then 
spake these things to him. But both this, and what follows 
concerning the Levites, seem rather to have been delivered 
after the order for giving them to the priests, and settling 
their several charges, (chap. iii. and iv.) But some other 
things intervening, which depended upon what had been 
ordered concerning their camp, and that of the Israelites, 
(see ver. 4.) Moses omits this, till he had set down them, 
and some other matters, which he had received from God. 
(See chap. vii. Jl.) 

Ver. 2. Speak unto Aaron, and say unto him, When thou 
lightest the lamps.] At the same time the public service of 
God began at the altar of burnt-offerings (of which he 
speaks in the foregoing chapter), the setting on the shew- 
bread, offering incense, and lighting the lamps, were begun 
in the sanctuary. The last of these is only here men- 
tioned: but it supposes the other. 

The seven lamps shall give light over against the candle- 
stick.] Upon the table which was over against the candle- 
stick ; as the Vulgar Latin very well explains it : which is 
rather a paraphrase upon these words than a translation of 
them, in this manner: When thou lightest the seven lamps, 
let the candlestick be set up on the south side, (for so it was 
ordered, Exod. xxvi. 35.) and so Moses set it, (chap. xl. 
24.) and let the lamps look towards the north, over against 
the table of shew-bread, see Exod. xxv. 37. where there is 
the like obscure expression, but to this sense. And thus 
this verse may be translated exactly outof the Hebrew, Wlien 
thou settest up the lamps, the seven lamps shall shine before 
the face of the candlestick, i. e. enlighten all the room that is 
opposite to it ; for there were no windows in the sanctuary, 
and therefore these lamps were lighted. 

Ver. 3. And Aaron did so: he lighted the lamps thereof, 
&c] For God's tabic being placed over against the lamps, 
where he was represented as feasting with his . people 
(which nobody doth iii the dark), it was but fit that there 
should be continual light in that place. And this, as I 
take it, is the first time that the lamps were lighted, when 
the altar was dedicated, and the public service of God be- 
gan, which continued ever after. 

Vcr. 4. And this work of the candlestick teas of beaten 
gold, &c] Upon this occasion he briefly repeats what is 
moro largely said concerning the structure of this candle- 
stick, Exod. xxv. 31, &c. and xxxvii. 17, Sec. 

Ver. 5. And the Lord spake un(o Moses, saying.] That 
which follows plainly belongs to what was said, chap, 
iii. 7. 

Ver. 6. Take the Levites from among the children of 
Israel] In that place (chap. iii. 7.) he bade Moses give 
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them to Aaron and his sons," out of the children of Israel; 
and now he executes it. 

And cleanse them.] He had given them their charge, 
(chap, iv.) and now he prepares them for the performance 
of it: for they could not be fit to attend in the tabernacle 
till they were purified, and, in some sort, consecrated to 
that service. 

Ver. 7. And thus shall thou do unto them, to cleanse them.] 
Here he directs how they were to be purified; and then 
(ver. 9, 10, &c.) how they were to be consecrated or dedi- 
cated to God. 

Sprinkle the water of purifying upon them.] The manner 
of making this water is not described till chap. xix. 9. but, 
in all likelihood, had been ordered and made before, be- 
cause the Levites were sprinkled with it; as those also 
were who had been defiled by the dead, (chap, xix, 13.) 

And let them shave all their flesh.] The greatest purity 
was required in them; for they are here ordered to be 
cleansed, according to the cleansing of a leper, (Levit xiv. 
8, 9.) and of a Nazarite, when he was defiled by the dead; 
(Numb. vi. 9,) R. Levi ben Gcrsom thinks there was this 
moral signification in this shaving; that they were hereby ad- 
monished, "To cast away allworldly cares, asmnch as might 
be, and wholly give themselves to their sacred ministry." 

And ivash their clothes.] That their bodies being cleansed 
might not be defiled by foul apparel. 

Ver. 8. Then let them take a young bullock.] For a burnt- 
offering, as is manifest from ver. 12. 

With his meat-offering.] Which always* attended upon 
burnt-offerings, (chap. xv. 9.) 

And another young bullock shall thou take for a sin-offer- 
ing.] This being offered for the whole body of the Levites, 
is the same sacrifice that is ordered when the whole congre- 
gation of Israel sinned through ignorance, (Lev. iv. 13, 14.) 

Ver. 9. And thou shall bring the Levites before the taber- 
nacle of the congregation.] To the door of it, where the 
altar of burnt-offerings stood, (Exod. xl. 6.). 

And thou shall gather the whole assembly of the children 
of Israel together J] The Hebrew words, coZ adath, which 
we translate the whole assembly, frequently signifies all the 
elders of Israel; as in chap. xv. 4. xxv. 7. and xxxv. 12. 
And it cannot well have any other sense in this place, as 
appears from the next verse. 

Ver. 10. And thou shall bring the Levites before the 
Lord.] Present them to him at the altar. I 

And the children of Israel.] The elders of the people 
mentioned in the foregoing verse. For alLthe children of 
Israel could. not possibly do what is here enjoined; but 
some of them in the name of the rest ; and none so proper as 
their rulers and governors, who were their representatives. 

SJiall put their hands upon the Levites.] As men used to 
do upon their sacrifices ; which signified the devoting of 
that beast to God, by him who laid his hand on it at the 
altar, for such purposes as he brought it. And this was 
done by private men in their burnt-offerings, and peace- 
offerings, as well as. in their sin-offerings; (see Levit. i. 4. 
chap. iii. 2. and viii. 13.) but the Jews observe, that the 
whole congregation laid their hands only upon the sin-offer- 
ing that was offered for them, (Lev. iv. 15.) Therefore the 
Levites are here to be considered under that notion ; as is 
manifest from ver. 19. where God is said to have given them 
to Aaron, &c. to make an atonement for the children of 

vol, I. 



Israel. For the Levites being given to God instead of the 
first-born, by the sanctification of which first-born to God, , 
(as it is called, Exod. xiii. 1.) the whole family was sancti- 
fied, and their sin, after a sort, expiated ; the offering of the 
Levites after this manner to God, was to have the same ef- 
fect that the offering of the first-born had ; viz. the sanctifi- 
cation and atonement of the children of Israel. 

Ver.' 11. And Aaron shall offer the Levites before the 
Lord, for an offering of the children of Israel.] The He- 
brew-words are more significant; Aaron shall wave, the 
Levites before the Lord, for a wave-offering, &c. I have 
often observed before, that this waving, or agitation to and 
fro before the altar, (of which, see Exod. xxix. 24.) was a 
solemn consecration of a thing to God, as a sacrifice: and 
therefore the Levites were presented unto him, under the 
same consideration as the first-born were. But it was im- 
possible for Aaron to wave them, as he did some parts of a 
sacrifice ; and therefore, it is probable that he lifting up his 
hands, and turning about to all sides (as he did when he 
offered a wave-offering), they, at his command, imitated 
the same motion; and so were offered up to God, and be- 
came wholly his. (See ver. 21.) 

That they may execute the service of the Lord.] Or, as it . 
is more significantly in the margin, that they may be to 
execute, &c. Which expresses the intention of this waving 
them before the Lord, that, being wholly given up to him, 
they might become meet .to execute that service to which". 
he appointed them at his house. • * 

Ver. 12. And the Levites shall lay their hands upon the 
heads of the bullocks.] It bein£ evident, from ver. 19. that 
the Levites were considered as an expiatory sacrifice ; and 
yet, not being to be devoted to death (no more than the 
first-born were), these two sacrifices, one for sin, the other a 
burnt-offering, were substituted in their stead. Upon which, 
therefore, they were to lay their hands, that the sin, which 
the children of Israel laid upon them, (ver. 10.) might .be 
transferred to these beasts, by laying their hands upon them, 
to be actually sacrificed unto God, by shedding their blood. 

The one for a sin-offering, and the other for a burnt-offer- 
ing, unto the Lord.] The burnt-offering was mentioned first, 
ver. 8. being the most ancient of all offerings, from the 
beginning of the World: but the sin-offering is offered first, 
to make the other acceptable. And so it was when Aaron 
was consecrated, (Lev. viii, 14, 18.) and when he offered 
for himself, (Lev. ix. 8. 12.) and. for the people, (ver. 15, 
16.) and (to name no more) in the. cleansing of. a leper, 
(chap. xiv. 19.) 

To make an atonement for the Levites.] The sin-offering 
properly made the atonement; and the burnt-offering, de- 
clared its acceptance. 

Ver. 13. And thou shall set the Levites before Aaron and 
his sons.] A$ they were brought before the Lord, because 
they were to be given unto him, (ver. 9.) so now they were 
set before Aaron and his sons, because they were given by, 
God to them, (ver. 19.) 

And offer them for an offering unto the Lord.] Or, as it is 
in tho Hebrew, and wave them for a wave^offering unto the. 
Lord: • Some imagine, that as Aaron waved them before, 
(ver. 11.) so now they were in like manner ivavedhy Moses.: 
But it seems to.rrie more probable, that the meaning is, 
they being waved, &c. should be set before Aaron and his 
sons, and presented to them as God's gift, according to his 
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order, (chap. iii. 9.) And so these words ought to be trans- 
lated, after thou hast waved them for a ivave-offering ; that 
is, after Aaron, by his order, had waved them: and thus 
the like words must be understood, ver. 15. (See there.) 

Ver. 14. Tints shalt thou separate the Levites from among 
the children of Israeli] By the forementioned purification, 
(ver. 7.) and oblation, (ver. 10, 11.) 

And the Levites shall be mine.] They became his, by this 
solemn oblation of them to him, (ver. 11.) 

Ver. 15. And after that shall the Levitei go in.'] To the 
court of the tabernacle, where they were to attend upon the 
priests, and assist them in their ministry, and in taking 
down the tabernacle when it was to remove. 

To do the service of the tabernacle of the congregation.'] In 
the court of the priests, where the altar of burnt-offering 
stood ; for into the sanctuary itself none but the priests en- 
tered; and there was no ministry there in which the Levites 
were to assist. 

And thou shalt cleanse them, and offer them for an offering.] 
Or rather, after thou hast cleansed them, and offered. Sac. ac- 
cording as was directed, ver. 7. 11. 

Ver. 16. For they are wholly given unto me, &c] God com- 
manded them before to be taken fromamong the children of 
Israel, (chap. iii. 45.) and now they are given to him. The 
word is repeated twice in the Hebrew, given, given (which 
we translate wholly given), because the children of Israel 
had devoted them to him, by laying their hands on them, 
(ver. 10.) and Aaron had waved them as a wave-offering to 
the Lord, (ver. 11.) 

Instead of such as open every womb, &c»] See chap. iii. 
12, 13. 

; Ver. 17. For all the first-born of the children of Israel 
are mine, both man and beast, &c] Exod. xiii. 2. 
. Ver. 18 v And I have taken the Levites for all the first- 
born of the children of Israel] By the exchange men- 
tioned chap. iii. 2. 13. 45. 

Ver. 19. And I have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron, 
and to his sons, &c] In the Hebrew the words are more 
emphatical, I liave given the Levites given, &c. that is, the 
Levites, which are given unto me, (ver. 16.) I have given 
unto Aaron and his sons, (chap. iii. 9.) 

To do the service of the children of Israel] See chap, 
iii. 7. The Vulgar Latin translates it, to serve me for tlte 
children of Israel; i. e. to do them service, by assisting the 
priests in offering sacrifice for the people. 
,'. In the tabernacle of the congregation.] See ver. 15.. 

And to make an atonement for the children of Israel.] 
Not by offering sacrifice, for that was the work of the 
priests alone ; but by being offered themselves, in the na- 
ture of an expiatory sacrifice unto God, as I .observed 
before, (ver. 10. 12.) For though they were not slain at 
the altar, as sacrifices were, yet they might expiate, as the 
scape-goat did ; which was sent away alive into the wil- 
derness, after it had been presented unto the Lord, as these 
Levites were, (Levit. xvi. 7. 10.) 

That, there be no plague among the children of Israel.] 
As there would have been, if any man had presumed to 
officiate in the house of, God, but such as were, in this 
manner, taken by himself to minister there. 
, When the children of Israel come nigh, unto the sanc- 
tuary.] To worship God, and to bring their sacrifices to 
be offered at his altar, , .... 



Ver. 20. And Moses and all the congregation of Israel.] 
i. e. The elders of the people, (ver. 9, 10.) 

Did to the Levites according unto all that the Lord com- 
manded Moses concerning the Levites, Sec] Separated them 
to God from the rest of the Israelites, as he had directed, 
(ver. 14.) 

Ver. 21. And the Levites were purified, and they washed 
their clothes.] According to the order given, ver. 7. 

And Aaron offered them an offering before the Lord.] Or 
rather, waved them a wave-offering, &c. as I observed ver. 
11. To which may be added, that it is likely some of tho 
Levites were thus waved in the name of all the rest; for 
there being two-and-twenty thousand of them, (chap. iii. 
39.) one cannot well conceive how they should be every 
ono thus offered. 

And Aaron made an atonement for them to cleanse them.] 
See ver. 12. 

Ver. 22. And after that the Levites went in to do their 
service in the tabernacle of the congregation.] According to 
the direction's given ver. 15. 

Before Aaron and before his sons.] In their presence, and 
by. their direction. 

Ver. 23. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] After 
the foregoing commands, he gave him some further instruct 
tions. 

Ver. 24. This is it that belongeth unto the Levites.] Add 
this to what, hath been said about them. 

From twenty and five, years old and upward they shall go 
in.] Then they might begin to take the custody of the ta- 
bernacle upon them,' and to be door-keepers, to keep out 
strangers and such as were unclean; but not to load the 
waggons, and do such-like work of burden, till they were 
thirty years of age. (See chap. iv. 3.) 

To wait upon the service of the tabernacle, &c] In the 
Hebrew the words are to war the. warfare of the taber- 
nacle; which is a phrase often used before, chap. iv. 3. 
23, &c. and there applied to those that carried the taber-, 
nacle : which^they might not do till thirty years of age, but 
might go in to learn at five-and-twenty, as some reconcile 
these two. But Abarbinel notes, that there is nothing said 
of. their learning, but of their service, or ministry; and 
therefore at twenty-five years old they began that part of 
the service which consisted in tho custody of the taber- 
nacle. 

Ver. 25. And from the age of fifty years they shall cease 
waiting upon the service thereof.] In the Hebrew, shall re- 
turn from tlte warfare of their service, i. e. be discharged 
from their functiou, and no longer burdened with any labo- 
rious work, as that of carrying the tabernacle was. 

And shall serve no more.] In such manner of work. 

Ver. 26. But shall minister with their brethren.] This 
ministry is explained in the following words, to keep the 
cJiarge; that is, to take care of the tabernacle, unto which 
they were to be a guard. 

In the tabernacle of the congregation.] See chap. iv. 3. 
. And shall do no service.] In the Hebrew, serve no ser- 
vice; that is, do no laborious work (as was said before), 
their age beginning to require ease and rest; and therefore 
no ministry was required of them, but what they might well 
! perform without pains and labour.. 

Thus shalt thou do unto the Levites touching their charge.] 
- Appoint them their ministries, according to these rules* 
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which were observed after the ark of God was settled, and 
there was no occasion to remove it any more; when David, 
therefore, instead of carrying the ark and the tabernacle 
(for which there was then no further occasion), appointed 
them to be singers in the temple, and porters, &c. for which 
they were fit at twenty years of age; but continued their 
employment no longer than till fifty (as the Jews tell us), 
when their voice began to decay. Whence that observa- 
tion of Abarbinel upon this very chapter : " Age makes Le- 
vites unfit for Service, not blemishes in their bodies; but 
priests are unfit by blemishes in their bodies, not by age :" 
for priests continued their service as long as they lived; 
and though they did not begin it till twenty years of age, 
yet no law of God forbade them to begin sooner. 



CHAP. IX. 

Ver. 1. jhLND the Lord spake unto Moses in the wilderness 
of Sinai.] Or, the Lord had spoken ; for lie relates now what 
was done a month ago ; but not recorded till now, for a spe- 
cial reason : which was, that God having commanded them, 
in the month before this, to keep the Passover, some per- 
sons were unprepared for it; and thereupon a question 
arose, what course they should take? for they were much 
troubled they could not do as their brethren did : which 
produced anew command from God, that they should keep 
the Passover in this second month of the first year after 
they came out of Egypt. This Moses being to give an ac- 
count of, as a matter of great importance, he doth it in the 
proper place for it, when he was relating what things were 
done in this month, (chap. i. 1.) and deferred the mention 
of. keeping the Passover in the first jnonth, till he could 
spfeak of them both together. 

In the first month of the second year, after they were come 
out of the land of Egypt.] In .which month they were com- 
manded to keep the Passover, in memory of their wonder- 
ful deliverance from the land of Egypt. 

Ver. 2. Let the children of Israel also keep the Passover 
tit his appointed season.] Aaron having been lately conse- 
crated, and having offered all sorts of sacrifices for himself 
and for the people ; and God having declared his accept- 
ance by fire from heaven, (Lev. viii. and ix.) God com- 
manded the people should keep the Passover; which he 
had lately admonished them was one of the feasts of the 
Lord, (Lev. xxiii. 5.) But the first order for the observa- 
tion of it, being that they should keep this service when they 
came to the promised land, (Exod. xii. 25.) they might 
thence conclude, there lay no obligation upon them tb 
keep it here in the wilderness: and therefore, by a special 
precept, they are required to keep it (when the year was 
come about to the time of its first observation), that the 
memory of so singular a benefit might not presently slip 
out of their mind : (see Exod. xiii. 5.) 

Ver. 3. In the fourteenth day of this month at tven, ye 
sliall keep it in his appointed season.] So it was ordained, 
Exod. xii. C. Lev. xxiii. 5. 

According to all the rites of it.] With unleavened bread, 
and bitter herbs, and the other rites mentioned Exod. xii. 
9, 10. 

. And according to all the ceremonies thereof] If there be 
any difference between ceremonies and rites, I should think 
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'this belongs to their eating it in haste, with their loins girt, 
shoes on their feet, and staves in their hands, (Exod. xii. 
11.) . Unto which they were not bound, when they came 
into the land of Canaan, when they were no longer travel- 
lers; but, it is likely, Were observed here in the wilderness, 
when they were in an unsettled condition. 

Ver. 4. And Moses spake unto the children of Israel, that 
they should keep the Passover.] According to all the rites 
and ceremonies belonging to it. 

Ver. 5. And they kept the Passover on the fourteenth 
day of the first month at even.] It was not hard to procure 
so much flour, as would serve to make unleavened bread 
for that even, from some of their neighbours about the wil- 
derness. (See chap, ivv 7.) 

In the wilderness of Sinai.] Where they rested almost a 
whole year; but after they removed from thence were so un- 
certain in their motions from place to place, that they did not 
circumcise their children, who consequently could not eat of 
the Passover: and therefore we never read of its being kept 
after this during their forty years* stay in the wilderness ; nor 
would they have been obliged, as I said, to keep it now, 
without this special command. Yet their doctors say, that 
this is written by Moses, as a reproach to the Israelites, 
that they observed no Passover in the wilderness, but this 
one alone. Yet there are Christian writers, who deliver it 
as the opinion bf the Hebrews themselves, that they kept 
another Passover, a little before they ended their wander- 
ings in the wilderness, viz. in the first month of the yea^ 
wherein Miriam died. (See Selden de Synedr. lib. ii. cap. 
2.n.l.) 

According to all that the Lord commanded Moses, so did 
the rliildren of Israel.] They kept the Passover on the 
fourteenth day at even; but perhaps did not keep the 
feast of unleavened bread for seven days following. For 
here is no mention of that ; and it had not been easy to 
provide so much bread, the want of which was supplied by 
manna. 

Ver. C. And there were certain men who were defiled by 
the dead body of a man.] And by a late law,, (for there is 
nothing about this in the original law of the Passover, 
Exod. xii.) no unclean person might eat of holy things, 
(Lev. viL 20.) 

That they could not keep the Passover on that day.] On 
the fourteenth day of the first month, at even, when the rest 
kept the Passover who were not defiled. 

And they came before Moses and before Adron on that 
day.] On the very day that the Passover was kept. 

Ver. 7. And these men said unto him.] Though they came 
before them both, whom they found sitting together; yet 
they applied themselves to Moses only, as the supreme 
judge in such singular cases ; for the judges, which Were 
constituted by the advice of Jethro, could not resolve this 
hard question ; and therefore they resorted to Moses, 
unto whose judgment all difficult causes were reserved, 
(Exod.xviii.22.2G. see Selden, lib. ii. deSynedriiS,cap.l. 
n. 3.) 

We are defiled by the dead body ofaman.] And therefore 
some may think, should have been excluded oiit of the 
camp, (according to what was ordaincd> chap. v. 2.) and 
consequently kept from coming with such questions, t>i 
about any other business to Moses. But it must be coti-r 
sidered, that when this happened, the law now mentioned 
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was not given : for this was in the first month of the second 
year; and that' law was not given till the second month, 
when the camps were formed. 

] Wherefore are we kept back.] It was against their will 
that they were defiled by the dead body of a man (which 
perhaps they were bound to bury), and therefore they ex- 
postulate with Moses about their being denied the liberty 
which others had ; pleading, in effect, it was not their fault 
that they were defiled by the dead, but rather their unhap- 
piness ; and therefore, why might they not challenge a 
right in this sacrifice, as well as others, seeing they had not 
forfeited it by any other voluntary guilt? 

That we may not offer an offering of the Lord.] The 
Passover is called the korban of the Lord, because it was 
to be killed, and its blood sprinkled (which shews it to be 
properly a sacrifice), and then eaten by God's command- 
ment, in a grateful remembrance of an exceeding great 
benefit; which shews it to be an eucharistical sacrifice. 
For though the first sacrifice in Egypt was to. procure de- 
liverance to them, and to avert the evil which fell on the 
Egyptians by the destroying angel ; yet, ever after it was 
a thanksgiving for deliverance then wrought, by God's 
special favour to them : of which there was a compendious 
commemoration made in their paschal rites, (Exod. xii. 
26, 27.) 

In his appointed season among tlie children of Israel] 
•For if they did not perform all this service now, they knew 
it was not lawful to be done at any other time. 
. Ver. 8. And Moses said unto them,. Stand still] Or, wait 
here awhile. In which words Moses himself acknow- 
ledges the difficulty of the case; which he could not re- 
solve, till he had first consulted the Divine Majesty about 
it. Which may teach judges not to be ashamed to con- 
fess their ignorance, and take advice on matters dubious; 
as the Jerusalem Targum here observes. But I .see no 
such good ground for the other part of his observation on 
this verse ; that there being four difficult causes brought 
before Moses, in "two of them he made haste to determine; 
but in the other two he was slow. Those of the first sort 
were this, and that of the daughters of Zelophehad ; (chap. 
xx.) these he judged presently, because they were pecu- 
niary matters ; but the other two, {viz. about him that blas- 
phemed, Lev. xxiv. and him that gathered sticks on the 
sabbath-day, Numb, xv.) being capital causes, he .took 
longer time to judge ; for he put them in ward till the mind 
of the Lord was known : to teach those that succeeded 
him in the office of judges, "to make quick dispatch in 
money matters, but to proceed slowly in capital causes." 
But; as tins was no pecuniary cause, so it doth not appear 
but he took as much time to understand the mind of God 
in it, as in the other two about blasphemy and sabbath- 
breaking: for he went in to consult with him, as he did 
also in the case of Zelophehad's daughters, whose cause 
he brought before the Lord, (chap, xxvii. 5.) 

I will hear tvhat the Lord will command concerning you.] 
These words seem to signify, that Moses might go into the 
holy place when he pleased to inquire of God ; where God 
spake with him in an audible voice, (chap. vii. 89.) when- 
soever he desired satisfaction about any doubt. So Abar- 
binel, who in this forsakes the Talmudists : for they fancy, 
that because God called to Moses, and then spake to him 
out of the tabernacle, (Levit. i. 1.) he could never go into 



the holy place, but when he \vfts called. Which was true 
only at that time, when the glory of the Lord had newly 
filled the tabernacle; so that he durst not come into it, till 
he was invited: but was not a general rule to be observed 
in all his colloquies with the Divine Majesty (that he 
should wait till he had a singular call to come to him); for 
it is plain by this place, that lie went in to speak with him, 
whensoever he had occasion. 

Ver. 9. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] Ho 
brought this case before the Lord, as his manner was in 
such doubts, and the Lord gave him the following answer* 
which was to be a rule, not only.to these present inquirers, 
but to all posterity. 

Ver. 10. If any man of you, or of your posterity, shall 
be unclean.] From hence the Jews observe, that this is a 
law concerning particular persons only; not concerning 
all the people, or the major part of them. For, as the 
Mischnasaith in the title Pesachim, (cap. 7.) if all the peo- 
ple, or the greater part, or the priests, had contracted any 
defilement, they ought notwithstanding to keep the Pass- 
over, even in that defilement. But .if the lesser part only 
were defiled, then they, that were clean ought to keep it in 
the first month, and. they that were defiled in. the second. 
This they ground upon the very first words of this law, 
(ver. 6.) there were certain men; and upon these, if any 
man of you, &c. From whence, saith Maimonides, this 
doctrine follows, out of ancient tradition, that " there were 
some private persons, who were adjourned to the second 
Passover; but if the, generality should be defiled by the 
dead, they were not to be so adjourned, but to sacrifice in 
that uncleanness." A great deal more to the same purpose 
may be seen in the forenamed Mr. Seldcn, lib', ii. de Synedr. 
cap. 1. n. 3. 

By reason of a dead body.] This case is mentioned .in- 
stead of all other of like nature. For there was the same 
jcason for those who were unclean by a leprosy; for. wo- 
men, in child-bed, or that were m'enstruous, or those that 
had a running issue, or had touched a dead carcass. And 
this some of them ground upon ver. 13. where, speaking of 
those who should keep the Passover, it is said in general, 
the man tltat is clean, Sec. therefore, he that was any way 
unclean might not keep it. 

Or be in a journey afar off.] Out of his own country, (for 
it could not be kept any where but in Judea, Deut. xvi. 2.) 
or at such a distance that he could not reach the tabernacle 
upon the day appointed. In the Mischna, indeed, this de- 
reck rechokah, as it is in the Hebrew (a long way off), is de- 
fined to be fifteen miles from Jerusalem, or the place where 
the tabernacle was. Whence Maimonides saith, " If-any 
man on the fourteenth day .of the month Nisan, at sun- 
rising was fifteen miles or more from Jerusalem, "this was 
a remote way; but if he was not so far from it, he was not 
comprehended in this remote way ; for he might be at Je- 
rusalem time enough in the afternoon to keep the Passover 
that evening ; though he went but a slow pace, and that on 
foot. But I do not take this to be a reasonable explica- 
tion. Philo hath determined the distance a great deal bet- 
ter, according to the interpretation I mentioned at first, 
lib. iii. dc Vita Mosis, where. he saith, the second Pass- 
over was permitted, roTc fiaKpae \^9 lv «™S»jjufae kwXvojjlI- 
voig, kc.]Tosuch ivho.icere hindered by their travels into 
countries a great way off, from sacrificing with the rest of 
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fheir nation. For it. was not their fault that they were de- 
prived of this honour; especially considering that so smalla 
country asJudea could not contain such a populous nation, 
.but sent out colonies into many places. -As for those who 
were only fifteen miles from Jerusalem, they might easily 
have come to the feast, if not on the fourteenth day, yet the 
day before; and if this distance had been a good reason 
to excuse their absence, most of the nation might have 
stayed away without any danger. 

Yet he shall keep the Passover unto the Lord.'] When 
that uncleanness is gone, and he is returned to his own 
.country again. 

Ver. 11. The fourteenth day of the second month at even 
they shall keep it.'] They had .a whole month's time given 
them, to dispose themselves and their affairs, so that they 
might be able to keep it. 

And eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.] Those 
.Jews who are called Karaites, as Mr. Selden observes in the 
place beforenamed, (n. 7.) expressly say, that they were 
not bound in the second month Passover unto more than 
this; to eat the lamb with unleavened bread and bitter herbs: 
but they were not obliged to keep the feast of unleavened 
bread seven days, because they might do that in the Pass- 
.over of the first month: for the unclean are only prohibited 
to eat the Passover, but not to keep the feast of unlea- 
vened bread. 

If the same persons that could not keep it in the first 
month, happened again to be unclean in the second, they 
rcould not keep it in the third,. or the fourth months : for this 
had been to confound one feast with another ; and there is 
t no order for it. 

Ver. 12. They shall leave none of it till the morning, nor 
.break any bone of it.] This belongs to the eating of the 
paschal lamb, (Exod. xii. 10. 46.) 

According to all. the ordinances of the Passover they shall 

keep it.] See ver. 3. This is to be understood of all the 

jites that were proper to the offering, and to the eating of 

the paschal lamb ; but not to the keeping of the seven 

days of unleavened bread. 

Ver. 13. But the man that is clean, and is not in a jour- 
ney, and forbearethto keep the Passover.] In the first 
month, which was the time appointed for it. 

Even the same shall be cut off from his people.] By the 
'hand of the judges, or of God. 

Because he brought not the offering of the Lord in his 
appointed season.] See ver. 7. 

That man shall bear his sin.] The punishment of it. 
Ver. 14. And if a stranger shall sojourn among you.] He 
speaks of a proselyte, who had not entirely embraced their 
' religion ; butwas no idolater. 

And will keep the Passover unto the Lord.] Hath a de- 
sire to join with you in the solemnity. 

According to the ordinance of the Passover, and accord- 
ing to the manner thereof, so shall he do.] He was to be cir- 
cumcised, and his whole family; or otherwise he could not 
be permitted to keep it. (See Exod., xii. 44.) If he was 
made an entire proselyte .after the Passover in the first 
month, and before that in the second, it .was a question 
' whether he might keep it then or not 

Ye shall have one ordinance, both for the stranger, and for 
him that was born in the land.], See Exod. xii. 49. , 
Ver. 15, And on the day that. the tabernacle was reared 



«p.] This is hero mentioned agaln\by Moses, because. he 
is going to speak of their removal from Sinai; which was 
by the direction and guidance of this cloud, which settled 
upon the tabernacle when.it was, first erected, (Exod. 
xl.34.) 

The cloud covered the tabernacle, namely, the tent of the 
testimony.] The words may be exactly rendered out of the 
Hebrew, the cloud covered the (mischan, or) dwelling-place 
of God, upon (or over) the tent of the testimony: that is, 
over that part, of the tabernacle where the ark was, the 
cloud appeared visible to all, viz. over the most holy place; 
where the Lo'rd appeared in a glorious cloud upon the 
.mercy-seat, (Lev. xvi. 2.) .. 1 

And at even.] When it grew dark. 

. There was upon the tabernacle.] Upon that part of it now 
mentioned. 

As it were the appearance of fire.] The same cloud, which 
was outwardly dark was bright within, and turned that 
light side towards, them in the night; when the cloudy part 
could not be seen nor be useful to them. 

.Till the morning} Till it was day, when the cloud was 
more serviceable to them than the light. 

Ver. 16. So it was alway.] All the time of their continu- 
: ance in the wilderness. (See Exod. xiii. 21.) 

The cloud covered it by day.] The word by day is not in 
the original : it being the manner of the Hebrew language 
to omit a word sometime in one part of a sentence, which 
the other part necessarily supplies: as in Psal. Ixxxiv. 11. 
One day in thy courts is better than a thousand; i. e. in any 
other place. And Psal. xci. 7. A thousand shall fall at 
thy side (i. e. on thy left hand), and ten thousand at thy 

* right hand. 

And the appearance of fire by night.] As the dark side. of 
the cloud appeared by day over the holy place, when they 
.had need of no other light but that of the sun; so the 
bright part appeared every night, and that like fire ; when 
the cloud, by reason of darkness, could not be seen, nor 
be serviceable to them for their direction. (See Exod. 
xl. 38.) 

Ver. 17. And when the cloud was taken up.] Or went up 
from off the tabernacle, which it before covered, and ap- 
peared higher in the air. From hence to the. end of the 
chapter, Moses gives an account of their removal from 
Mount Sinai, and the reason of their staying a longer or 
shorter time in those places to which they removed, all the 
time of their travels in the wilderness. 

TJien after that the children of Israel journeyed.} They 

* took down the tabernacle, when the cloud was gone up 
from it, (as had been directed, chap. ,iv. 5, &c.) and fol- 
Io\yed the cloud, which- went before them, and led them 
to the place where they were to rest, (Exod, xiii. 21.) 

And in the place where the cloud abode.] Where it stopped 
its motion, and stood still. 

.There the children of Israel pitched their tents.] Set up 
the tabernacle, and encamped round about it. 

Ver. 18. At, the commandment of the Lord the children 
of Israel journeyed.] The motion of the cloud was an indi- 
cation of the Divine pleasure, that they should movealso, 
and go towards another station: which they did, and went 
on as long as the cloud moved. 

.And at the commandment of the Lord they pitched.'] Fox 
when the cloud stood still, that was a Divine direction. to 
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them to stand stilF also, and there to fix their station where 
;the cloud stood ; which, as soon as the tabernacle was set 
up again, came down and settled upon it, in its wonted 
,placc, over the tent of the testimony, (ver. 15.) 

As long as the cloud abode upon the tabernacle they rested 
xm the te?tts.] And as long as the cloud rested immoveable, 
in that new place to which it had conducted them, they 
•likewise rested in tents round about it. 
< Ver. 19. And when the cloud tarried long upon the taber- 
maclemany days.'] As it sometimes did: for Maimonidcs 
reckons that they stayed eighteen years in one place. 

TJien the children of Israel kept the charge of the Lord.] 
This phrase is used here something differently from the 
sense it hath chap. iii. 25. 28, Sec. signifying their obedience 
to God in fixing their abode there where the cloud rested 
till it moved again, though it rested never so long. 

And journeyed not.] This is the explication of the fore- 
going words, they kept the charge of the Lord; not daring 
to stir without the conduct of God, though sometimes they 
stayed so long in a place, that, no doubt, it was very irksome 
to those w r ho were very desirous, if not" impatient, to be in 
the land of promise. This is an instance of some regard 
-they had to the Divine Majesty ; though they did not fear 
and reverence him so much as they ought to have done; 
which* appeared by their frequent mutinies and disobe- 
dience, mentioned in the following story. 

Ver. 20. And so it was, when the cloud was a few days 
upon the tabernacle, according to the commandment, &c] 
If they had a desire to rest awhile longer in some station 
which was very convenient for them; yet, upon the motion 
4>f tho cloud, they took down their tents and moved also. 

Ver. 21. And so it was, when the cloud abode from even 
nnto the morning, and the cloud was taken up in the morn- 
ing, then they journeyed.] That is, if it did not stay a whole 
day in a place, but settling, in the even upon the taber- 
nacle, it was taken up again the next morning ; yet they 
followed its motion. This is a great instance of their obc- 
•dienec in this particular : for, having rested but one night, 
they might be weary, and very unwilling to take down their 
tents'arid the tabernacle, and travel again the next morning. 

WJiether it was by day or by night that the cloud was 
iakenup, they journeyed.] This is a further instance of their 
being perfectly guided by God in this matter; that, though 
they were at rest in their beds, yet, if notice was given of 
tlic motion of the cloud, they rose up and went after it. 
For they were sensible their safety depended upon the pro- 
tection and guidance of this cloud. 

Ver. 22. Or whether it were two days, or a month, or a 
year, that the cloud tarried upon the tabernacle, &c] These 
words may seem superfluous (saith Maimonidcs, par. iii. 
More Nevochim, cap. 50.) unto those who do not consider 
the intention of Moses in this relation; which was, to con- 
fute the conceit of profane people, who imagined the 
reason of the Israelites staying so long in the wilderness 
was, because they lost their way. For the Arabians, he 
saith, in his days, still called the wilderness, in which they 
travelled, the wandering desert; fancying the Israelites 
here bewildered (as we speak), and could not find their way 
ont; but wandered like men in the dark, backward and 
forward; not knowing which way to turn themselves: 
therefore the Scripture punctually shews, that all their 
removals (which were irregular), and the time they rested, 



in anyplace (wliicli was rery unequal, being sometimes 
for eighteen years, some only for one day, or ono night), 
were all ordered by a special direction of God. For which 
cause all the circumstances of their motion are recited so 
particularly by Moses. Which shews, also, that the way 
from Horeb to Kadesh-barnea (on tho borders of the land 
of Canaan) was a plain, known, and beaten road, of about 
eleven days' journey; which it was not easy for them to 
miss. And therefore the cause of their going about, and 
x>f their -staying forty years in the wilderness, is that which 
3Ioses relates. 

Ver. 23. At the commandment of the Lord they rested 
in the tents, &c] This is the usual recapitulation of w T hat 
goes before; (see chap. ii. 34. iv. 49. vi. 21.) and here 
was the more necessary, because it gives an account of a 
most material thing, their long stay in the desert, through 
which God thought fit to lead them, (Exod. xiii. 17, 18.) 

They kept the cliarge of the Lord.] Moved or rested ac- 
cording to the direction which God gave them. 

At the commandment of the Lord.] See ver. 18. 

By the hand of Moses.] By his ministry, who told them 
they were to be guided in their motions by the cloud. And 
therefore they expected no other commandment but that ; 
the Lord being in that cloud, and telling them by its motion 
or rest what they should do. And when it did move, no 
question, it was so leisurely, as that they, their children, 
and cattle might follow it with ease, and be able to take 
their necessary refreshment. 

It is observable, that in all these verses 18. 20. 23. where 
itis said they journeyed or rested alpi (at themouth), which 
we well translate at the commandment of the Lord, Onke- 
los renders it at the mouth (or commandment) of the Word 
of the Lord: which Word he takes to have given to Moses 
all the commandments he received ; for so he translates 
those words, Exod. xxv. 22. " And there will I meet 
thee by these; and I will prepare (or appoint) my Word 
to thee there ;" to deliver, that is, the Divine oracles and 
answers to him. 

CHAP. X. 

Ver. 1. JjLND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] This 
commandment concerning the trumpets, it is very likely, 
was given before, but not mentioned till now, when there 
was an occasion for one principal use of them, viz. the 
removal of their camp, (ver. 11.) 

Ver. 2. Make thee two trumpets.] There were several 
sorts of trumpets, of different form, among the aucients, 
as Eustathius shews upon Homer's Iliad 2. p. 1138. 
where he mentions six : the second of which was <rrpoy- 
yv\y, turned up round like a ram's horn; which, he saith, 
the Egyptians used (it being found out by Osiris) when 
they called the people to their sacrifices ; Xp&vrai & ainj 
7r/)6c Svatav koXovvteq tovq oxXouc St' aiirijc It was called 
in their language Xvovt}. Now in this Moses opposed the 
Egyptians (which they would do well to take notice of, 
who make their customs to be of the greatest antiquity); 
for those which he here ordered to be made were long, 
such as we use at present. So Josephus tells us, in whom 
there is a largo description of them, lib. iii. Antiq. cap. 11. 
where he saith they were a cubit long, and narrow, like 
a pipe ; but wider/as ours are, at the bottom. * 
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, Though only two be now ordered for present use, it did 
not hinder their making more hereafter ; when both priests 
and people also were multiplied : see 2 Chron. v. 12. 
where, in Solomon's time, there were a hundred and twenty 
priests sounding with trumpets. And Josephus mentions 
a vast number more, (lib. viii. Antiq. cap. 2.) 

Of silver.'] These being sacred trumpets, as Josephus 
frequently calls them, it was fit they should be made of 
this pure metal ; which gave them also a shriller sound. 

Of one whole piece shall Ihou make them.] As he did 
the candlestick, (F/tod. xxv. 31.) which made them the 
more firm, and apter to give a certain.and distinct sound. 

That thou mayest use them for the calling of the assem- 
bly, and for the journeying of the camps.'] These are the 
two great uses for which they were designed : unto which 
some think a third is added, (ver. 9. see there.) It is 
certain, that in ver. 10. another use of them is assigned. 

Ver. 3. And when they.] i.e. The priests, (ver. 8.) 

Shall blow.] With an equal and continued sound. 

With them.] With both the trumpets, as appears from 
ver. 4. 

All the assembly shall assemble themselves to thee.] By 
this kind of sound, with both the trumpets, the people un- 
derstood that the whole congregation was called to meet 
together. 

At the door of the tabernacle of the congregatioti.] Which 
seems to have been the usual place where they assembled; 
and made their meeting the more solemn, because it was 
before the Lord. 

Ver. 4. And if they blow but with one trumpet, then the 
princes which are heads, &c] If only one trumpet made 
the sound beforementioned, it was intended to summon 
only the princes of Israel to attend Moses. 

Shall gather themselves to thee.] At the door of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, as was said before. 

Ver. 5. When ye blow an alarm.] When they did not 
simply blow with a long, even, and plain blast; but with 
an interrupted, and a broken or trembling sound : which 
had, as the Jews say, a plain note before, and after that a 
quavering. We generally explain it by a tara-tan-tara: 
but that word (as Dr. Lightfoot observes) signifies a blast, 
which put the quavering sound before and after, and the 
plain note in the midst; which is contrary to the Jewish 
description of it. (See Temple Service, chap. 7. sect. 2.) 
Hottingcr makes no other distinction between the fore- 
going sound, (ver. 3.) called tekiah, and this called teruah; 
but that the former w r as equal, and this was quick and 
concise, (Analect. Dissert, iii. p. 152.) 

Tlten the camps that lie on the east parts shall go forward.] 
viz. If this alarm was blown only once, (as appears from 
ver. 0.) then the hosts that were under the standard of 
Judah began to march : (sec chap. ii. 3.) 

Ver. G. WJten ye blow an alarm the second time, &c] 
Having ceased for awhile, if the alarm was blown again, 
then those tribes which were under the standard of Reuben 
(chap. ii. ver. 10, 11, &c.) began to move, who lay on the 
south side. 

They shall bloio an alarm for their journeys.] That is, they 
shall blow a third and fourth alarm, for the moving of the 
other two standards. So the LXX. rightly explain it, in 
so many words at length ; Ye shall biota an alarm the third 
time, and the camps that lie towards the sea (i. e. on the 



west side) shall take their journey f and ye shall blow the 
fourth alarm, and they that die towards the north, &c. In 
what order the camp of the Levitcs moved, is related after- 
ward, ver. 17. 21. 

Ver. 7. And when the congregation is to be gathered toge- 
ther, you shall blow, but you shall not sound an alarm.] 
Here is a manifest distinction between plain blowing and 
sounding an alarm; which were for different purposes, and 
accordingly to be used, (ver. 3. 5.) 

Ver. 8. And the sons of Aaron the priests shall blow with 
the trumpets.] None else were permitted to use them, either. 
for calling the assembly together, or for their march, or at 
their feasts : because God would have the greater regard 
paid to the sound which was made by his ministers; as if 
he himself called upon them to attend his summons. 

And they shall be to you for an ordinance for ever throtigh- 
out your generations.] These trumpets shall be used by you; 
not only while you stay in the wilderness, but in future 
ages, as long as you are a nation. 

Ver. 9. And if you go to war in your land against tM 
enemy that oppresseth you, &e.] This is thought to be a' 
third use of the trumpets ; when they were going to give 
battle to their enemies. Which may be confirmed from" 
chap. xxxi. G. and from 2 Chron; xiii. 12. But this dotfr 
not exclude another meaning; which is, that they called 
the people together to fast and pray to God before they 
went out to battle. For it is certain that a fast was pro- 
claimed by blowing of the trumpet; (Joel ii. 15, &c.) Which 
justifies what Maimonides saith in Taanioth, cap. 1. that 
they blow with the trumpet, not only when they were in 
danger from their enemies ; but in all other distresses, by 
famine, or pestilence, &c. For he makes this blowing with 
the trumpets in this place, to be the same with that pre- 
cept, PsaL 1. 14. " Call upon me in the day of trouble," 
(More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 36.) The only objection that I 
can find against this exposition (which is very ancient) is, 
that Moses speaks here of blotving an alarm with the' 
trumpets ; which was not used (ver. 7.) for calling the 
assembly together, but for the motion of the camps, (ver. 5.) 
Yet one cannot conceive how they should be gathered toge?' 
ther to make an army to fight with their enemies, but by 
some sort of sound with the trumpet, (see Judg. iii. 27. vi." 
34.) and being met, it is highly probable they called upon 
God by prayer and fasting for good success; as the latter 
part of this verse intimates. Besides, these silver trumpets 
seem to have been used only at the sanctuary; and other 
trumpets were used when they went to war. For at the 
siege of Jericho, the priests blew with horns, not with these 
silver trumpets. Therefore, they may well be thought here 
to have called them to the sanctuary to pray to God before 
they went to war; and that by blowing an alarm, whereby 
they understood the meaning of the summons. And if 
we may believe the Jews, they used, when the temple was 
built, to blow an alarm every morning at the opening of the 
gates of it; particularly at the opening of the east gate, 
called the gate of. Nieanor .(as Dr. Lightfoot observes in 
the place abovenamed); for which, though there was no 
express command, yet it was grounded on this reason, 
that the Levites, who were God's host, as they arc often 
called in this book, (chap., iv. 3, &c. viii. 24.) might bo 
awakened to come and attend their service in the house oi 
God. 
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And ye shall be. remembered before the Lord your God.] 
He will be merciful to you, and grant your request; as the 
next words explain it. 

Andye shall be saved from your enemies.'] Which is to be 
understood with this condition, that they turned to him 
with unfeigned repentance; which was the proper inten- 
tion of their prayer and fasting. 

Ver. 10. Also in the days of your gladness.] Hero is the 
fourth use of these trumpets, which were blown when they 
rejoiced for : the good success, suppose, of their arms, or 
any other great deliverance; like that mentioned Esther 
ix. 19. when they feasted upon the peace-offerings, which 
were ;then offered. And thus it w r as when Solomon built 
the temple, (2Chron. v. 12. vii.G.) and at .the laying the 
foundation of the second temple after the captivity, (Ezra 
iii. 10.) and at the dedication of the walls of Jerusalem, 
(Nehem.xii.27.35.) 

And in your solemn days.] Mentioned in Levit. xxiii.- 
which were proclaimed by sound of trumpet; (see there,- 
ver. 2.) and there were great feasts upon many of them, at 
which the Levites, the poor, and the widows were enter- 
tained, (Deut.xvi.ll. Nehein, viii. 10. 12.) But they were 
not all feasts which are there mentioned; for one of those 
solemn days was a fast, viz. the great day of atonement; 
And. therefore the Hebrew word mode should rather be- 
translated days of assemblies, as our Mr. Thorndike ob- 
serves; who (in his book concerning the Service of God at 
religious Assemblies) notes, that Moses here distinguishes 
three sorts of solemnities. First, The days of your glad- 
ness; which signifies solemnities to.be celebrated with 
cheerfulness of heart, t\ e. feasts. Then, The solemn days 
of assemblies (vishe translates it); containing,besides those, 
assemblies for humiliation, as the day of atonement. And 
lastly, The beginnings of your months; to which there was a 
peculiar service appointed, (chap, xxviii. 11.) 

And in the beginning of your months.] On the new moons, 
which the Jews observed, not like those other festivities 
and days of assemblies, upon which they abstained from 
all servile work; but with special sacrifices, which God ap- 
pointed to be offered to him upon them, (Numb, xxviii. 
11. 14.) and with the solemnity of blowing with trum- 
pets, (Psal. lxxxi. 3,) And they were the more careful to 
observe the new moons, because their great festivals de- 
pended upon them; though they are not reckoned among 
their festivals or solemn assemblies, (Levit. xxiii.) but 
only the first day of the seventh month was a memorial of 
blowing of trumpets, (ver. 24.) which gave occasion,, per- 
haps, for. observing all the new moons in, the year. And 
there being no express command for observing the first day. 
of the month, but only for peculiar sacrifices upon it, and 
blowing q{ trumpets, some argue from thence, that, in the 
most ancient times, before the law of Moses, new moons 
were observed with festival joy (it being plain that they 
were so in the day? of Hesiod); of which, though we can 
have no certainty, yet it is very probable, that the idolatry 
of worshipping the sun, moon, ^nd stars, being then in the 
world, they weTQ wont, at the appearance of every moon, 
to express much joy, and otfer sacrifices to it. From which 
God intended to preserve his people, by appointing special 
sacrifices (with blowing of trumpets) to be offered unto 
himself at that time. And it is manifest tl*e Jews were so 
observant of the new moons, that they seem to have rc : 



garded them next to their sabbath, as times of religious 
worship of the Divine Majesty, (2 Kings iv. 23. Isa. Ixvi. 
23. Amos viii. 5.) ' 

And thus I find, that, among the Athenians (whose laws 
are observed by many to have been derived from* Moses), 
the first day of the month was hporarti v^pa, as Plutarch 
speaks, a most holy day; and yet it was not a festival; nor 
was it consecrated to any particular god, but unto all. 
And there was a law, rate Nov/iijvfezc ^ttv, that they offer 
sacrifices upon the first day of the month; when they went 
up to the acropolis (as Demosthenes tells us) to pray for 
the public welfare of the city, and for their own private 
happiness : (see Sam. Petitus in his Comment, in Leges 
Atticas, lib. i. tit. 1. p. 85.) 

Over the burnt-offerings.] Especially the morning sacri- 
fice; at the offering of which the trumpets began to sound; 
(2 Chron.xxix. 27.) 

And over the sacrifice of your peace-offerings.] Which, 
being sacrifices of thanksgiving, it was very proper to have 
them attended with the sound of the trumpets. 

That they may be to you for a memorial before your God.] 
i. e. That he may graciously accept your offerings, and 
bless you (as the. phrase signifies in the foregoing verse), 
when he sees his service to be your delight and joy. 

I am the Lord your God.] By whose sovereign authority, 
these commands were. given; and in the observance of 
which they might be assured of his blessing, 

Ver. 11. And it cyme to pass, on the twentieth day of the 
second month, in the second year.] After their coming out of 
Egypt, as appears from chap. i. 1. . 

That the cloud was taken up.] In token that they were to 
begin to move, as the cloud did, (chap. ix. 17.) 

From off the tabernacle of the testimony.] i. e. The most 
holy place, over which it resided, (chap. ix. 15.) 

Ver. 12. And the children of Israel took their journeys J] 
After the cloud was taken up, it stood still for, some time, 
till they had taken down the tabernacle, and packed up 
their own tents and household-stuff. Or else, while those 
under the first standard moved, they took down the taber- 
nacle: but still the three tribes which first moved, upon 
the going up of the cloud, must have some time allowed to 
take up their own tents, &c. 

Out of the wilderness ofSi?iai.] Where they had stayed 
near a year. 

And the cloud rested.] After three days' motion, (ver. 33.) 

In the wilderness of Paran.] Where they had several 
stations, besides this; which w r as the midway between the 
Red Sea and the land of Canaan ; and, from the graves of 
those that lusted, was called Kibroth-hattaavah, (chap. xi. 
33. xxxiii. 16,) 'where they stayed a month;, and from 
thence went to Hazeroth: and were still in the wilderness 
of Paran, (chap. xii. 16.) 

Ver. 13. And they first took their journey.] In the He- 
brew the words are, they journeyed at the first ; *\ e. at their 
first removal ; which was this. 

According to the commandment of the Lord by the hand 
of Moses.] Not whither they pleased themselves, but ac- 
cording as God had before directed, when the cloud was 
taken up; and in such OTder as he appointed : (see chap.* 
ix. 18.) and there seems to have been a special direction/ 
by an express command, for this first removal, (Dcut. i. 
6, 7.) 
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Ver. 14. In the first place went the standard of the child- 
ren of Judah, &c] By .this it appears, that the foregoing 
words, concerning their removal according to the command- 
ment of the Lord, relate to the order of their march, as 
well as to the way they went. Sec, concerning those that 
marched under his standard, and their commanders (which 
are here mentioned, and in the two next yerses), chap. ii. 
1. 3. 5.7. 

Ver. 17. And the tabernacle was taken down.] By the Le- 
vites, (chap. i. 51.) who went about this work as soon as 
the cloud went up from the tabernacle; while the three 
tribes under the standard of Judah were setting themselves 
to move. 

And the sons of Gershon and the sons of Merari set for- 
ward.] They immediately followed the three tribes, which 
encamped on* the east of it, under the standard of Judah. 

Bearing the tabernacle.'] Such parts of it, as were com- 
mitted to each of their charge, (see chap. iv. 24, &c. 31, 
&c.) 

Ver. 18. And the standard of the camp of Reuben set for- 
ward, according to their armies, &c] Of this and the two 
following verses, sec chap. ii. 10. 12. 14. 

Ver. 21. And the Kohathites set forward, bearing the 
sanctuary.] That is, the ark, the holy table, the candle- 
stick, &c. and other things belonging to the sanctuary, 
(chap. iv. 15,16, &c.) which the Kohathites carried in the 
middle of the four camps, for their greater security. * • . 

And the other.] i. e. The Gershonites and the Meraritcs 
beforcmentioned, (ver. 17.) 

Did set up the tabernacle against they ame.] When the 
cloud rested, the two foregoing camps under the standards 
of Judah and Reuben rested also ; and settled themselves in 
their tents : which while they were doing, the Gershonites and 
Merarites (who marched between them) set up the taber- 
nacle, that it might be ready to receive the ark, and the 
other holy things, which followed immediately, under the 
care of the Kohathites. This shews the excellent order 
wherein they always moved; not only without any tumult 
or confusion, but with such a discipline, as signified they 
were under the conduct of a most skilful leader. * 

Ver. 22. And the standard of the children of Ephraim 
set forward according to their armies.] After the Kohathites 
followed three other tribes, who were under this standard : 
sec chap. ii. 18. 20. 22. 24. where all that was needful hath 
been said of the two following verses. 

Ver. 25. And the standard of the children of Dan setfor- 
ward,%Lc] See concerning him, and those mentioned in the 
two next verses, chap. ii. 25. 27. 29. 

Which was the rere-ward of all the camps throughout 
their hosts.] The Hebrew word measseph (which we trans- 
late was the rere-ward}, comes from a word, which every 
where signifies to gather together, or collect. And there- 
fore is here to be so understood ; and the whole sentence 
thus rendered : Then set forward the standard of the camp 
of Dan, gathering to it all the camps, throughout their hosts: 
or, according to their armies, as we here translate the last 
'part of these Ayords, (ver. 14. 18. 22.) So Forsterus trans- 
lates it; the meaning being, that all the rest of the people, 
wtio were pot a part of the four beforcmentioned camps, 
all under twenty years old (who were not able to go forth to 
war), together with the mixed multitude that came with 
them out of Egypt, (Exod. xii. 38.) and all the unclean per- 

vol. I. 



sons, who were shut out of the camp, (chap, v.. 2.) came 
after this hindermost standard of the children of Dan. - 

Ver. 28. Thus were the journey ings of the childreti of 
Israel, &c] In this order they marched, when they removed 
from one station to another. 

Ver. 29. And Moses said unto Hobab.] His wife's bro- 
ther, as Theodoret understands it. 

Hie son of Raguel the Midianite.] The son of Jethro, 
priest of Midian; for Raguel and he are thought by many* 
to be the same person ; (Exod. ii. 18. iii. l.)or one was "the, 
father, and the other the son, and Hobab was the grand- 
son of Raguel. 

Moses 9 father-in-law.] These words may either refer 
to Raguel, who is supposed to be Jethro ; and then it is 
rightly translated father-in-law: or they may as well refer 
to Hobab, and be translated brother-in-law ; for so the 
Hebrew word choten sometimes signifies, a very near kins- 
man. It cannot, without great straining, be otherwise ex- 
pounded in Judges i. 1G. and iv. 11. After Jethro, there- 
fore, was gone back to his own country, (Exod. xviii. 27.) 
Hobab, his son, stayed still with his sister Zipporah, and 
accompanied Moses all the time he stayed near Sinai, which 
was not far from Midian, whither he thought to return, now 
the Israelites were marching away from that neighbourhood ; 
but Moses was desirous to have his company further, even 
to the land of promise. 

We are journeying unto the place of which the Lord said, 
I will give it you.] i. e. To the land of Canaan ; for thither 
God intended to have brought them, shortly after this re? 
moval ; as appears from Deut. i. G, 7. 

Come thou with us, and we will do thee good.] See ver. 32. 

For the Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel.] Pro- 
mised to bestow a noble country upon us for our inheritance. 

Ver. 30. And he said, I will not go.] This was his pre- 
sent resolution/till Moses had further persuaded him. 

But I will depart to my own land.] Which he was loath 
to leave, merely in hope of what the Israelites had not yet 
in possession. 

And to my kindred.] With whom all men love to live 
and die. 

Ver. 31. And he said.] i. e. Moses replied. ; 

Leave us not I pray thee.] Do not persist in that resolu- 
tion, but be persuaded to go along with us. 

Forasmuch as thou knowest how we are to encamp in the 
wilderness.] He being a borderer upon this wilderness, was 
well acquainted with every part of ft, and the better able 
to advise them how to secure their camp (for the cloud 
only served to direct them where it should be pitched), and 
defend themselves from the people, on all sides, that might 
be injurious to them; which made Moses so earnest with 
him to stay with them, while they had such need of his 
assistance. 

And thou mayest be to us instead of eyes.] To give them 
advice and counsel in any difficulty they might meet withal 
in the places where they stayed ; or to direct them how to 
provide themselves with such things as they wanted : for 
hey having lived long thereabouts, could not but understand 
the neighbouring countries. The LXX. understand this 
passage, as if he desired him to continue to be what he had 
been hitherto in the wilderness (viz. a good adviser, like 
his father Jethro), assuring him, they would look upon him 
as an elder; that is, have him in great honour. 
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Ver. 32. And it shall be, if thou go with us.} Not only 
stay with us, while wc arc here in the wilderness, but go 
along with us into Canaan. 

Yea, it shall be,} Depend upon it. 
That what goodness the Lord shall do unto us, the same 
will we do unto thee.} Give thee some part of the possession 
which God shall bestow upon us. Accordingly it appears, 
that, as Moses prevailed with him to accompany them, so 
he and his posterity were settled among the Israelites, 
Judges i. 1G. and iv. 11. (where either he or his father is 
called the Kenitc), who lived in tents, not in houses, after 
the manner of their forefathers in Midian. 

Ver. 33. And they departed from the mount of the Lord.} 
viz. Horeb, in the wilderness of Sinai, where they had 
stayed a long time, (Deut. i. 6.) 

Tliree days' journey.} They travelled three days before 
tho cloud settled again upon the tabernacle ; though it 
stood still sometimes (but did not descend) to give them 
time for necessary refreshment, and for sleep. (Sec chap. 
xiJL) 

And the ark of the covenant of the Lord went before them 
in the three days' journey.} It is said, ver. 21. that the sanc- 
tuary was carried between the two first standards, and the 
two last; i. e. in the midst of the camp, as w r e expressly 
read, chap. ii. 17. which Abarbinel thinks is to be un- 
derstood of all their journeys, but only this; That was the 
constant order of their march; first went the standard of 
Judah; next that of Reuben: after this, the tabernacle of 
the congregation; then followed the standard of Ephraim; 
and last of all, that of Dan. But now, in their first removal, 
God did them the honour to appoint the ark to go before 
them, in the front of -all -the camps; as he did when they 
passed over Jordan; (Joshua iii. 6.) that is, in their first and 
last journeys this extraordinary favour was shewn them; 
but in all the rest tho ark went in the midst of them. And 
thus Aben Ezra upon this place: " This first removal was 
not like the rest of their removals." But I see no good 
ground for this exposition. The plain meaning seems to 
be, that the Lord, as their king and governor, led them by 
the cloud, which was always over the ark ; just as a ge- 
neral leads his army, though he be not in the front of it, 
but in the midst, from whence he issues out his orders. 

To search out a resting-place for them.} There was "no 
need of inquiry after a fitting station for them; but he 
speaks after the manner of generals, who send officers be- 
fore them, to take up the most convenient quarters for 
their army. (See Deut. i. 33.) 

Ver. 34. And the cloud of tlie Lord was upon them by 
day, when they went out of the camp.} It seems this re- 
moval of their camp from Sinai was in the day-time; (as 
sometimes they removed in the night, chap. ix. 21.) and 
the cloud being taken up from off the tabernacle, so moved 
over the ark, as to overspread them all by day, as the 
pillar of fire was over them by night, to give them assur- 
ance of the Divine protection. (See note upon Exod. xiii. 
21. and Psal. cv. 39.) 

Ver. 35. And when the ark set forward.} There being 
the letter nun turned the wrong way in the Hebrew word 
for set forward; as there is in the word for complained, 
in the first verse of the next chapter; the Jewish doctors 
fancy it denotes here God's gracious converting his face 
towards them, at the prayer of Moses ; and, in the fol- 



lowing story, the people's aversion to God, and ungrateful 
turning away their hearts from him. 

Moses said.} It, was his custom to pray in this manner 
upon such occasions; as R. Levi ben Gcrsom expounds it. 
Rise up.} This is an expression (saith Abarbinel) like 
that in Isa. xxxiii.10. " Now will I rise, saith the Lord, 
and will be exalted," &c. where his taking vengeance upon 
his enemies is called his rising; according] to Job xxxi. 
14. "What shall I do, when God riseth up," &c. The 
next words, " Let thine enemies be scattered," &c. justify 
this sense. 

Lord.} It seems very strange to me, that any should 
allege this place as a proof that the ark is called Jehovah; 
when the prayer of Moses is so plainly directed to the 
Lord himself (who was there in a glorious symbol of his 
presence), and not to the ark; considering also, that, in 
other places where this very form of speech is used, the 
Lord and the ark are most manifestly distinguished the 
one from the other, (see 2 Chron. vi. 41. andPsal. exxxii. 
8.) And yet an anonymous anti-trinitarian writer (confuted 
by Joseph de Voisin fifty years ago), observing that the 
Chaldee here, instead of the Lord, hath the Word of the 
Lord,' is so absurd, as to say, that the ark is called the 
Word; because God, (saith he, p. 234.) " ante illamre- 
sponsa vel oracula sua dabat," &c. before the ark gave his 
answers or oracles, when the priest, in dubious matters, con* 
suited the mouth of the Lord: which exposition carries its 
own confutation in it; for, if the high-priest consulted the 
mouth of the Lord (as he speaks), then, by the Word which 
gave the answer, must be meant the Lord himself; to 
whom Moses here directs his prayer, as the Jerusalem Tar- 
gum excellently paraphrases this verse; " And it came to 
pass, when the ark was taken up, that Moses lifted up his 
hands in prayer, and said, Rise now, O Word of the Lord, 
in the strength of thy power, and scatter the enemies of thy 
people," &c. 

And let thine enemies be scattered.} ^This is a prayer, that 
God would put all thoso to flight (as he had done the 
Amalekites, Exod. xvii.) who opposed their passage to the 
promised land: as, after they came thither, they used this 
prayer, (Psal. lxviii. 1.) for his aid against all those who 
sought to dispossess 'them of it. 

And let them that hate thee jlee before thee.} This is a 
repetition of the same prayer, as is usual ; for thine enemies, 
and those that hate thee, signify the very same, (Psal. xxi. 
8. Dan. iv. 19. Luke i. 71.) 

Ver. 36. And when it rested.} As it did wheresoever the 
cloud stayed, and moved no further. 

He said.} He prayed again. So the Jerusalem Targum 
understands both this and the former verse, " Moses lifted 
up his hand in prayer, and said," &c. And Jonathan 
Uzielides, " Moses stood in prayer, and begged mercy of 
God, saying," &c. 

Return, O Lord, unto the many thousands of Israel.} 
Which Onkelos thus paraphrases, Come again, and dwell 
with thy glory in the midst of us. And so he did; the cloud, 
wherein the Divine Majesty resided, settling upon the 
tabernacle, over the ark of the testimony, as soon as it was 
again pitched. Others translate it, Give rest, O Lord 
(which the Hebrew words will bear); secure us, that is,.ih 
peace against the incursions of our enemies, and all other 
dangers. R. Levi benGersom expounds it, Bring back 
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the Israelites into the land of promise, where their fore- 
fathers dwelt when they were few in number ; whose poste- 
rity was now increased to ten thousand thousands, as the 
last words are in the Hebrew. And there are those who 
will have this to be a prayer for their increase and multipli- 
cation into many more thousands than they were already. 
And thus' the Jerusalem Targum (who still by the Lord 
understands his Word), Return now, O Word of the Lord, 
from the vehemence of thy anger, and come back to its in thy 
merciful goodness / bless the myriads, and multiply the thou- 
sands of Israelites. 

CHAP. XL 

Ver. 1. JjLND when the people complained.'] Or, as it is 
translated in the margin, were as it were complainers, or 
mutterers. Which words, D. Kimchi, in his Michol, brings 
as an instance to prove that the particle caph (which we 
translate as), doth sometimes serve only to signify the truth 
of a thing, and to confirm it, and imports nothing of likeness. 
For the discontent of the people did not rest in their minds, 
but broke out into open mnrmurings and undutiful com- 
plaints. The like he observes Gen. xxv. 31. 33. and 
Hosea v. 10. u The princes of Judah were like them that 
remove the bound i? where we make it to signify a simili- 
tude, but should only have taken it as a strong affirmation 
of the truth of the thing. (See Theod. Hackspan Disput. 
iv. de Locutionibus Sacris, n. 4.) 

Complained."] Of their long march for three days toge- 
ther, with their little children, cattle, and all their baggage. 
So it is commonly thought; but I can see no good ground 
for it. For, no doubt, the cloud stood. still, (though it did 
not come down and settle, as I said, chap. x. 33.) that they 
might make some convenient rests in their journey; else, 
how should they gather the manna that fell every night 
about their tents, and would keep but one day, as we read 
Exod. xvi. ? I conclude, therefore, that this muttering was 
the beginning of those loud complaints which were made a 
little after, (ver. 4, 5, &c.) because they were not brought 
by this removal to a place where they might have had 
other food than manna, of which they now grew weary, 
having lived upon it near a whole year. 

It displeased the Lord.] In the Hebrew, it was evil in the 
ears of the Lord; that is, though it was only a muttering, 
which did not come to the ears of Moses (as this complaint 
shortly after did), yet the Lord took notice of it, and was 
much offended at it; as it here follows. 

And the Lord heard it, and his anger was kindled.] Or, 
when the Lord heard it, he demonstrated he was highly of- 
fended, by sending a fire among them. 

And the fire of the Lord burnt among them.] Some take 
this phrase, fire of the Lord, to signify a great fire; as moun- 
tains of the Lord are high mountains ; which came either 
from heaven like lightning, (as in 2 Kings i. 12.) or from 
the pillar of cloud and fire over the tabernacle; where the 
glory of the Lord appeared sometimes like unto fire. 

And consumed them that were in the uttermost parts of 
the camps.] Where the mixed multitude was (as I observed, 
chap. x. 25.) who came out of Egypt; and may well be 
supposed to have stirred up tho Israelites to complain of 
their tedious journey, which had not yet brought them near 
to the land of Canaan. And perhaps some of them lagged 
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behind on purpose, that they might complain of weariness 
(as some take it), or rather of want of stronger food. But 
Boehartus hath demonstrated, that this word which we 
translate the uttermost parts, signifies in all, or throughout. 
Of which he gives many instances out of Lud.de Dieu, . 
upon Ezck. xxxiii. 1. (See Gen. xix. 4. and xlvii. 2, &c. 
Hierozoicon. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 34.) And therefore so it 
should be here rendered, consumed some in every part of 
the camp; where they began to make complaints one to an- 
other, of their being still in a wilderness. 

Ver. 2. And the people cried unto Moses."] Of whose 
power with God they had great experience ; but had rea- 
son to distrust their own interest in him, because of their 
murmuring humour: for it is likely they are the same 
people that cried now to Moses, who before complained, 
(ver. 1.) 

And when Moses prayed unto the Lord.] As they begged 
he would. 

The fire was quenched."] Went out; and no signs of it ap- 
peared. So the Hebrew phrase signifies, it sunk. What 
number of them was burnt we are not told : it is likely not 
many, because the terror of it instantly made them depre- 
cate God's displeasure, by Moses their intercessor; which 
put a stop to it. 

Ver; 3. And he called the name of the place Taberah.] 
Which, for another reason, was also .called Kibroth-hat- 
taavah, (ver. 34.) They are mentioned, indeed, in Deut. ix. 
22. as if they were'two distinct places ; but it is plain, by 
the story, that the things which occasioned both these 
names, happened in one ajid ^he same station. And there- 
fore they were only different names for the same place ; 
unless we suppose Kibroth-hattaavah to have been the 
name of that particular piece of ground in that place where 
the lusters were buried.. . 

Because the fire of the Lord burnt among them.'] This is 
the reason of the name of Taberah (which signifies a.burn- 
ing), which was imposed on this place, to preserve the me- 
mory both of God's judgments and of his mercy. 

Ver. 4. And the mixed multitude that was among them.] 
The Hebrew word hasaplisuph is well translated by Bo- 
ehartus, " populi eolluvies undecunque collceta," the dregs 
•or scum of the people gathered together from all parts. For 
the doubling of words increases their sense, in the Hebrew 
language, and makes the same with the superlative degree 
in other tongues: of which he gives many instances in his 
,Hierozoicon, (par. ii. lib. v. cap. 6.) See Lev. xiii. 19. 
/where adamdameth signifies exceeding red; as hasaphsuph 
here doth a very great collection of all sorts of people, both 
Egyptians and other neighbouring nations, who were in- 
vited, by their wonderful deliverance out of Egypt, to join 
themselves to the Israelites, as proselytes to their religion. 
(See Exod. xii. 38.) The Jews, in Tanchuma, say, there 
were forty thousand of them, and Jannes and Jambres at 
'the head of them. 

Fell a lusting.] He doth not say for what; and the Jews 
.have taken the liberty to fancy what they please. Some 
of them say that they lusted after such women, as. Moses 
had lately forbidden them to marry. So the paraphrase of 
Uzielides: Moses heard the people weeping, because those 
that were near of kin to them were forbidden in marriage. 
And he makes as if* these proselytes petitioned Moses to 
abrogate those laws about incest. Such conceits others 
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have indulged to themselves, (as Mr. Sclden shews, lib. ii. 

•de Synedr. cap. 4. p. 202.) when the words (in the end of 
this verso, and vcr. 13. 18.) plainly shew they lusted for 
flesh to eat. 

« And the children of Israel also.] Though the mixed mul- 
titude were the first fomenters of this discontent, yet it run 
among the children of Israel throughout the whole camp; 
and rose so high that they fell into a great passion. 

Wept again.] They had shed some tears, it seems, be- 
fore, (when they complained, ver. 1.) but now they wept 
aloud, out of anger, vexation, and grief. Or else this 
weeping again refers to their first murmuring a year ago, 
like unto this, (Exod. xvi. 3.) 

And said.] They could not refrain from bursting out into 
such discontented language ; as argued they were extremely 
angry* or rather enraged. 

Who shall give us flesh to eat?] It is an expression of a 
vehement impatient desiro (mixed with despair) after flesh- 
meat; which they needed not to have wanted, if they would 
have killed their cattle, which they brought with them out 
of Egypt in great abundance : (Exod. xii. 38.) but they 

•preserved them for breed when they came to Canadn ; and 
if they! killed them daily, they would not have lasted long 
to suffice six hundred thousand people, besides women 
and children. (See vcr. 21, 22.) Besides this, while they 
continued in the wilderness, they were not permitted to eat 
any flesh, but only their share of the peace-offerings that 
.were offered at the altar, (Lcvit.xvii.3— 5.) Which lasted, 
the Jews think, till they- came to the land of Canaan, when 

•this restraint was taken off, (Deut. xii. 15, 16.) And, in- 
deed, the wilderness was so barren a place, that they could 
there have no great increase of cattle, scarce sufficient for 
sacrifice. They were angry, therefore, that they were not 
yet brought to a country where they might have had all 
sorts of flesh, without killing their own cattle; and have 

•taken their fill of that and all other food (as appears by 
the next verse), at as easy rates as they had done in Egypt: 
whereas now they despaired, as I said, of getting any such 
food; for so such questions as this signify, (Psalm cxiii.5. 

•Isai. liii. 8. John viii. 16.) 

• . Vcr. 5. We remember the fish.] This shews, that all kind 

of food is comprehended under flesh, for which they longed; 

particularly this, which is one sort of flesh, (1 Cor. xv. 39.) 

Which toe did eat in Egypt freely.] Or, for nothing: for 

they could easily catch them in the river of Egypt, which 

.abounded with them, (Isai. xix. 8.) and in the sea also, 

.which was not far from them ; wherein was exceeding great 
plenty of excellent fish. 

The cucumbers, and the melons, &c] None of which 
grew here in the wilderness, but were there in Such plenty 
and perfection, that they were the common food of tho 
Egyptians; who were noted anciently for the meanness of 
their diet, as Casaubon observes, in lib. ix. Athenaei Deip- 
nos. cap. II. p. G74. Some fancy these things were the 
cheaper there, because tho Egyptians durst not cat either 
fish, or leeks, or onions; as is said by Juvenal, Sat. xv. 
Pliny, lib. xix. cap. 6. and Herodotus, lib. ii. cap. 37, 
where he saith, it was not lawful for the Egyptians to taste 
of fish.- But, in my opinion, these words of the people de- 
monstrate rather, that they were not so superstitious in the 
days of Moses; for they were not the words merely of the 
Israelites, but of the mixed multitude, who were the begin- 



ners of this mutiny, and of this sort of undutiful language; 
which, one would think, they put into the mouths of the 
Israelites, who could not otherwise have had the impudence 
to magnify their condition in Egypt, where they groaned 
under the sorest slavery. 

It is a strange fancy of one of the doctors in the Talmud 
(in the title Jona), who by fishes understands harlots; whom 
this crew of mixed people lusted after. 

The onions.] The Hebrew word cliatzir properly signi- 
fies grass; which being no part of human food, the LXX. 
here render the word onions; as agreeable to the other words 
that accompany it. But the learned Ludolphus thinks they 
had no other reason for it; and therefore, out of the Ara- 
bian language, rather interprets it lettuce, or sallads, in ge- 
neral, which were most excellent in Egypt. (Dissert, de 
Locustis, par. ii. cap. 14.) 

Ver. 6. But now our soul is dried away.] They speak as 
if they were starved; and, as we speak, had neither life nor 
soul left in them. Such is the vile nature of discontented 
ingratitude, which makes men that are advanced from a 
poor to a plentiful condition contemn their present enjoy- 
ments, and praise their former wretched state. 

There is nothing at all besides this manna before our 
eyes.] They were angry that they were come to a place, 
where they found nothing but that of which they were now 
grown weary; and therefore speak of it with disdain. 

Ver. 7. And the manna.] Upon this occasion he de- 
scribes more fully what kind of thing it was which they 
despised, that it might appear how justly God was dis- 
pleased with them for. their ingratitude. 

Was as coriander-seed.] Not in colour (for that was like 
bdellium, as it hero follows), but in its shape and form, being 
round, (Exod. xvi. 14.) 

And the colour of it as the colour of bdellium.] Of a pure 
white colour, and bright like pearl; so that it was very 
grateful to the eye, as well as pleasant to the taste, (see 
Exod. xvi. 31.) 

Ver. 8. And the people went about.] Round their camp, 
(Exod. xvi. 13.) 

And gathered it.] Fresh every morning; which made it 
still more acceptable, (Exod. xvi. 18, 19.) 

And ground it in mills.] Into flour, with a hand-mill. 

Or beat it in a mortar.] Bruised it with a pestle in a 
wooden or stone mortar. 

And baked it in pans.] Or else boiled it (as E. Bechai 
expounds it) in a pot. 

And made cakes of it.] Or mado cakes of it in an oven, 
or in a pan; that is, saith the same R. Bechai, it was of 
such an excellent composition, that it might be dressed di- 
vers ways, or eaten as it fell. For, if they would, they might 
use it, saith he, for food immediately, as they gathered it; 
or they might grind it, or bruise it, and then either boil it 
or bake it; and it was agreeable in what way soever it 
was prepared : which Moses mentions, to shew how un- 
grateful they were to God, who, by one thing, entertained 
them with great variety. 

And the taste of it was as the taste officsh oil.] When it 
.was newly fallen, it tasted like honey ; but when it was 
prepared by boiling, or baking, it tasted like fresh oil, (see 
Exod. xvi. 31.) Or to some it had the taste of honey; to 
others, of fresh oil; The Jews, indeed, say it had all sorts 
of tastes, according to every man's desire. So' the author 
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of the Book of Wisdom speaks, (chap.xvi. 20,21.) from the 
■ancient tradition of the Hebrews: whereby, I suppose, 
they meant no more, but that it pleased every man's palate ; 
and had in it all that could be desired in any meat; bejug 
grateful to the taste of young and old, and refreshed the 
spirits, and kept up the flesh of their bodies in good plight. 
For it is not unreasonably observed, by the aforesaid R. 
Bechai, that it is compared by Moses to fresh oil, which is 
fat as well as sweet, to shew how unjust their complaint 
was, that they had no moisture left in them,. but were dried 
away, (ver. 6.) 

Ver. 9. And ivhen the dew fell upon the camp in the 
night.'] There was a great providence of God in this, saith 
the same Bechai," which sent it in the night, while they slept 
quietly in their beds ; that when they rose in. the morning 
they might find their food ready for them. And thus, saith 
he, it was when they came to Canaan; the rains were wont 
-to fall in the. night-season, and not in the day-time ; that 
they might not be hindered from their work in the fields, 
and in their plantations. 

The manna fell upon it.] That is, upon the dew; for it 
did not fall upon the camp, but round about it: (see Exod. 
xvi. 14.) This is a further aggravation of their ingratitude, 
that they despised this rare food, which came not out of 
the earth, or the waters, but from above .out of the air; 
and therefore was more pure and spirituous than cucumbers 
and leeks, &c. which crude and gross sort of food their de- 
praved minds preferred before this celestial nourishment, 
which by falling on the dew was kept clean and pure for 
their use. 

. Huetius observes, that several authors, both ancient and 
modern, mention manna as a thing which sometimes falls 
iu those countries (particularly in Arabia, and upon Liba- 
nus), which they call aerial honey, or dewy honey, and Sy- 
rian dew ; which was fit for food. But it never fell in such 
quantity, nor so constantly, every day, for the space of 
forty years ; and so delicious and hearty- All this was 
miraculous ; as was also its melting when the sun shone 
upon it ; and that it putrefied before the next day, except 
-on the sabbath, and yet kept in an urn many years: (see 
Alnetanas Quaest. lib. ii. cap. 12. n. 17.) 

Ver. 10. And Moses heard the people iveep, .throughout 
-their families.] Or, for their families: or, about the state 
and condition of their families, as some of the Jews un- 
derstand it, though to a foolish sense: (see Seldcn, lib.ii. 
dc Synedr. cap. 4. p. 203.) who they pretended could not 
live any longer upon manna. 

Every man in the door of his tent.] It may be understood 
of Moses's tent, about which the heads of the several fa- 
milies were gathered; as mutinous soldiers are wont to be, 
about the door of their chief commander. 

And the anger of the Lord was kindled greatly.] Which 
brake forth shortly after, in a great plague upon them, 
(ver. 34.) 

And Moses also was displeased.] The same phrase with 
that, ver. 1. 

It was evil in the eyes of Moses.] i.e. Grieved him so, 
that it made him wish himself rid of the burden of their 
government. 

Ver. 11. And Moses said unto the Lord.] I suppose he 
went into the sanctuary to bewail himself, and pray God to 
relieve him, (sec ver. 24.) 



WJierefore hast thou afflicted thy servant?] By commit- 
ting this people to his charge. 

And wherefore have I not found favour in thy sight.] By 
granting the prayer which he made at his first call to this 
office, (Exod. iii. 2. iv. 10.) 

That thou lay est the burden of this people upon me?] L e. 
The principal care of such an untractable multitude upon 
one man, to whom they resorted in all difficulties, (Exod. 
xviii. 22.26.).. 

Ver. 12. Have I. conceived all this people, have I begotten 
them?] Are they my children, that I should make provision 
for the satisfaction of all their desires? 

That thou hast said unto me, Carry them in thy bosom (as 
a nursing father beareth the sacking child) unto the land, 
&c.] Take a tender care of them, as a parent doth of a little 
infant, and conduct them into Canaan, Sic. Nothing can 
more lively express the affection that princes ought to have 
for their people (if they have any* regard to the will of 
God), than this Divine command to Moses. 

Ver. 13. Whence should I have flesh to give unto all this 
people ?] It is impossible for me to do what they desire. 

For they iveep unto me, saying, Give us flesh that we may 
eat.] And yet they will not be satisfied without it He seems 
to be affected with their weeping, as the most loving pa- 
rents are with the tears of a sucking child, when it cries for 
that which they have not for it. 

Ver. 14. lam not able to bear all this people alone, be- 
cause it is too heavy for me.] Let me have some joined to 
me to take part of this trouble with me, and help to manage 
them in such mutinies; for it is beyond my strength to un- 
dergo the toil of hearing all their complaints, aud appeas- 
ing their tumults. Some may imagine there was no reason 
for this request; he having several persons already ap- 
pointed to assist him, by the advice of Jethro, (Exod. xviii.) 
But Rasi thinks those men were burnt in the late fire ; be- 
cause they did not suppress tho beginning of this mutiny, 
(ver. 1.) but perhaps join in it: and so Bechai. But the 
true account is rather this, that they were set only to hear 
and judge smaller causes; all the weighty and difficult 
causes being still brought before Moses, to whom also 
the last appeal was made in every cause: which was so 
great a burden, that he complained for want of help in 
those great things which lay wholly upon him : (see Exod. 
xviii. 22.) 

Ver. 15. And if thou deal thus with me.] If thou leavest 
me still alone in this office. 

Kill me, I pray thee, out of hand, if I have found favour 
in thy sight.] I shall take it for the greatest kindness to be 
taken immediately out of the world. 

And let me not see my wretchedness.] Live to be a most 
miserable creature. For to see wretchedness is to be * 
wretched; as to see death is to die, (Psalm lxxxix. 48.) 
And what could make such a tender parent as he was more 
miserable than their perpetual untowardness, together with 
the intolerable trouble it would give him to see heavy pu- 
nishments continually befal them for their wickedness, and 
the enemies of God rejoice in their ruin? 

Ver. 16. And the Lord said unto Moses.] Here is not the 
least sign' of God's dislike of this expostulation of Moses 
with God ; which seems not very dutiful : becauso the vex- 
ation this stubborn people gave him was really so great, 
that he had reason to desire to be eased of it: which, 
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though he begged with much earnestness, yet, no doubt, 
with no less submission to God's holy will and pleasure. 

Gather unto we.] These words are interpreted by the 
TalmudistS, as if the meaning was, that they may be aSan- 
hedrin to my land; i. e. a holy, perpetual, standing coun- 
cil, to endure throughout all generations. For wheresoever 
we meet with this word li unto me, they think it signifies a 
thing to be established by God to all generations. The ex- 
amples they allege of it are these : of Aaron and his sons 
he saith, They Shall minister unto me in the priest's office, 
(Exod. xxviii. 41.) and of the Levites he saith, (Numb, iii, 
12.) They shall be mine, or unto me; and of the Israelites, 
(Lev." xxv. 55.) Unto me the children of Israel are servants. 
The like is said of the first-born, (Numb. iii. 13.) of the 
sanctuary, (Exod. xxv. 18.) of the altar, (Exod.xx. 24.) 
of the holy ointment, (Exod. xxx. 31.) of the kingdom of 
David, (1 Sain. xvi. I.) and of the sacrifices, (Numb xxviii. 
2; See' Mr. Selden, lib. ii. dc Synedrl cap. 4. n. 2.) 

Seventy men of the elders of Israel,] This number is ge- 
nerally thought, both by the Jewish and Christian writers, 
to be derived from the number of persons that came down 
into Egypt with Jacob, (Gen. xlvi. 27.) who, saith R\ Be- 
cliai, were a kind of prototype of this number in future 
ages. For hence they w r ere .governed by so many elders 
when they were in Egypt, Exod; iii. 1G. (where there is no 
mention indeed made of seventy, but he gathers it from what 
followed), and those were the seventy whom we find at the 
giving of the law, a little after they came out of Egypt, 
(Exod. xxiv. 1. 9.) who are called nobles, or great men, 
(ver. 11.) So that this number was not now first consti- 
tuted ; but rather continued and confirmed. 

Whom thou knowest'io be the elders of the people.]' For 
therew r ere many elders, out of whom seventy were chosen: 
(see Exod. xxiv. 1.) 

And officers over them.] That is (saith It. Bechai) whom 
thou knowest to be of the number of those who, when they 
were officers in Egypt over the people, were beaten by 
Pharaoh's taskmasters, (Exod. v. 14.) Which word officers 
doth not signify men that had any judicial authority; but 
only such as had an inspection over others, to see they did 
their ^vork, and to give an account of them. But it is very 
likely they were persons of note, who had more than ordi- 
nary understanding and breeding, which advanced them to 
bo inspectors of others. And therefore the Talmudists 
rightly observe, that the ciders and officers here mentioned 
were, no doubt, men of wisdom and judgment; J who knew 
how to use the authority that was committed to them. And 
it is not improbable (as some of them affirm) that they were 
chosen out of those lesser courts which were erected by the 
advice of Jcthro. See Selden in the same place, (sect. 5.) 
who at large confutes Baronius and others; who say, that 
the number of the great Sanhcdrin (which derived its origi- 
nal from hence) was seventy-two ; and makes it appear they 
were only seventy ; an<J with Moses, their head, seventy-one, 
(sect. 8.) And it is not unworthy our notice, that about the 
same time (as he observes, sect. 12.) that this number of 
seventy judges was here constituted in the wilderness, the 
grfcat judicature in Areopagus was constituted among the 
Grccks,.viz. in the reign of Cecrops, the first king of Athens 
after the Ogygian flood : when, according to Eusebius, the 
people of Israel were broughtout of Egypt. The Marmora 
Arundeliana indeed say, this court was erected in the time 



of Cranaus ; but that makes no great difference, for he was 
the successor of Cecrops. We do not find of what number 
it consisted, but it is certain it was the highest travru>v rdv 
lv to7c tXkrim SwcSpfwv, of all the courts among the Greeks. 
And it is no less observable, that, as that court began about 
the same time with the constitution of this among the He- 
brews, so they both ended in the reign of the emperor 
Vespasian; as the said Mr. Selden shews in that book, 
(cap. 1G. sect. 10.) 

And bring them unto the tabernacle of the congregation.] 
That there they might be, as it were, consecrated unto 
God ; and that the people might know they received their 
authority from him. , .. 

That they may stand there with thee.] As those men who 
were to be sharers with him in, his authority, and were 
like to him in wisdom, piety, and descent. So Maimo- 
nides glosses upon these words in Hilk. Sanhcdr. cap. 2. 
where he saith, none were made members of the Sanhe- 
drin but priests and Levites, and such of the Israelites as 
were descended from the noblest families; and quotes 
these words to prove it. . -vj3 >, 

Ver. 17. And I will c&tne down.] In a visible manner, 
(ver. 25.) . n r.; 

And talk with thee there.] To declare (perhaps in their 
audience) that he appointed them to the office of being the 
assistants of Moses in the government. 

And I will take of the spirit which is upon thee, and put 
it upon them.] He did not take away from Moses any of 
the gifts which he had bestowed upon him ; nor did he 
diminish them : but conferred upon these men some of the 
gifts (which are here meant by spirit), viz. of wisdom, and 
judgment, and courage ; with all others that were needful 
in a governor. This R. Solomon Jarchi illustrates by the 
comparison of a great lamp set up in a room, at which 
many others arc lighted, without the least diminution xrf 
its light. (See further, ver. 25.) 

And they shall bear the burden of the people with thee.] 
By this it appears it was the spirit of government which 
God intended to give them, that they might case Moses, by 
assisting him, with the same authority that he had, to hin- 
der or to appease such mutinies as now the people were 
fallen into. 

That thou bear it not thyself alone.] That all the murmur- 
ings of the people might not be only against him; but some 
of their complaints might be diverted unto others : who 
might also help him in the judging of such causes as had 
hitherto been reserved to him alone. For it is plain that 
these seventy persons made a higher court than any of 
those constituted by the advice of Jethro. 

Cornelius Bertram indeed fancies, that these rulers of 
thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens, not being sufficient 
for the business committed to them (though he likewise 
conceives they had some of their several families joined 
with them), God appointed these seventy for their assist- 
ance, to whom they were to bring all causes which they 
could not determine, before they troubled Moses with 
them, (lib. de Repub. Jud. cap. C.) But our learned Mr. 
Thorndike, in his Rights of the Church, chap. 2. hath well 
observed, that those captains were to be in place only dur- 
ing the pilgrimage of the wilderness; for when they came 
to the land of promise, the law provided that judges arid 
ministers should be ordained in every city, (Deut. xvi. 18.) 
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who, if there fell afiy difference about the law, were to re- 
pair to the place where God dwelt, to the successors of 
Moses, and these seventy/ for resolution in it, (Deut. vii; 
11, 12.) For, as he judiciously notes in his Review, p. 69. 
(suitable to what is here delivered), they were assumed to 
assist Moses in his great office of judging the hardest 
cause$; and, by that law, (Deut. xvii. 8, &c.) were after- 
wards made a standing court, resident at the place of the 
tabernacle ; to judge the last result of all causes concerning 
the law, and to determine all matter of right not deter- 
mined by the letter of the same. 

Vcr. 18. And say thou unto the people.] All that he said 
hitherto concerned Moses himself, in answer to his re- 
quest. Now he tells him what he should say to the people, 
in answer to their complaint. * 

Sanctify yourselves.] Here the word sanctify seems to 
signify no more, but to prepare and make themselves ready 
to receive what they desired. So the Chaldee expounds 
it ; and so the word is translated by us several times in 
the book of Jeremiah, (chap. vi. 4. xii. 3. li. 28.) 

Against to-morrow.] He seems at the same time to gra- 
tify Moses and satisfy them : for his setting the seventy 
elders before the Lord, and their eating flesh, succeed one 
another. Or else, he immediately gathered the elders; 
and the next day the quails came for their food. 

And ye shall eat flesh, for ye have wept in the ears of the 
Lord, &c.] You shall have what you long for with such 
vehemence, that it hath made you utter complaints against 
the Lord. 

Ver. 19. Ye shall eat not one day.] As they did about 
a year ago, (Exod. xvi. 12, 13.) 

Nor two days, nor five days, 8cc] Not for a short time 
'only. 

- Ver. 20. But even a whole month.] So long (the Hebrews 
gather from hence) they stayed in this part of the wilderness 
of Paran; or rather; a little longer. For they came hither 
on the twenty-third day of the second month, in the even ; 
on which, if we suppose the fire to have burnt among 
them, (ver. 1.) and that the next morning, which is scarce 
credible, they lusted after flesh, and in a tumultuous man- 
ner demanded it of Moses, who promised they should have 
it ; we must allow a little time for the constituting of the 
seventy elders : and suppose it was done on the twenty- 
fifth day, and that the next day the quails came (as we 
translate it), they were two days in gathering them : from 
whence, if we begin this month, it will appear they stayed 
here longer than that space. 

Until it come out at your nostrils.'] Till you be glutted 
with it, and vomit it up so violently, that it come not only 
out at your mouth, but at your nostrils. 

And it be loathsome to you.] Which was both the cause 
and the effect of vomiting. 

Because that ye have despised the Lord.] Forgetting all 
that he had done for them, as if it had been nothing ; and 
slighting his servant Moses. 

Which is among you.] By a visible token of his glorious 
presence- in the sanctuary, where he dwelt among them, 
(Exod. xxv. 8.) 

And have wept before him, saying, Why came we forth out 
of Egypt?] As if he had undone them by their deliverance 
from thence. 

BothOnkclos and Jonathan translate this verse in such 



a maimer, that one cannot but think they had a notion in 
their days of more persons than one in the Godhead. For 
these are the words of the latter of them, Because you have 
despised (or rejected, as Onkc\os),the Word of the Lord, for 
glorious is his majesty which dwelleth among us.' 'For I 
cannot see how the word Memri can signify any' thing in 
this place (whatsoever it may do in-some others), but a 
person equal to Jehovah. And yet the anonymous writer 
against the Trinity (confuted by de Voisin), hath the strange 
unaccountable boldness to pass it by with this silly gloss, 
" Proprie de lege accipi potest," &c. It may be properly 
understood of the law, which may be contemned or trans- 
gressed: as if this could be called the glorious majesty of 
the Lord, which dwelt among thein. What will not men 
say or do to serve a cause? 

Ver. 21. And Moses said, Tfie people among whom I am:] 
Over whom I preside, as their governor. 

Are six hundred thousand footmen.] Who were able to 
carry arms ; besides women, and children, and slaves, and 
the mixed multitude; who in all may well be supposed to 
have made thirty hundred thousand. 

And thou hast said, I will give them flesh, that they may 
eat a whole month.] i. e. How can this be ? Which is a 
downright distrust of God's promise, if we regard merely 
the words, and do not consider that .they were spoken 
hastily, and something inconsiderately, while his mind .was 
very much disturbed by the tumult which the people made: 
for which reason a severe notice is not taken of it; but he 
only put in mind of God's eternal power, (ver. 23.) Which 
may make it probable, that they were only words of ad- 
miration, how such a provision should be made for such a 
vast number ; and those uttered on a sudden; r wvj 

Vcr. 22. Shall the flocks and the herds be slain for them, 
to suffice them?] In the Hebrew the words are, If the flocks 
and the herds be slain for them, will they be sufficient for 
them? That is, there will not be enough for a whole month. 
And so the next passage is to be translated, If all the fish of 
the sea be gathered for them, will they be sufficient for them? 

Ver. 23. And the Lord said unto Moses, Is the Lord's 
hand waxedshort?] i. e. I need not tellthee that my power 
is as great as ever. 

Thou shalt see now whetJiermy word shall come to pass 
unto thee, or not.] For thou shalt be convinced of it by.the 
speedy performance of my promise. 

Ver. 24. And Moses went out.] I supposed, ver. 11. that 
Moses went into the sanctuary to make his addresses to 
God for relief ; and if that be true, then that is the place 
from whence he now went out. But there is this objection 
against it, that if he had gone to consult God in the sanc- 
tuary, (as he did on some occasions, chap. vii. 89.) it would 
not have been said that he went out; but that he came out. 
For that is the usual expression in this matter. Therefore 
we may rather think he now went out of his own tent, where 
the people stood murmuring, (vcr. 10.) 

And told the people the words of the Lord.] Both con- 
cerning them and concerning himself. 

And gathered the seventy men of the elders of the people.] 
That is, sent out his summons to them to attend him; 
though two of them, it appears afterward, did not come, 
(vcr. 2G.) 

And set them round about, the tabernacle.] Thatis,-re- 
quircd them to come thither, and there place themselves ; 
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that the people might understand they received their au- 
thority from God; and that from thence ho might send his 
Holy Spirit upon them. For God alone, who was their 
king, could appoint who should bear rule among them. 
There also were the great assemblies held. (Sec chap. 
xxvii.2.) 

Ver. 25. And the Lord came down in a cloud.} The 
Schechinah, or Divine Majesty, appeared from heaven in 
a cloud ; or, in the pillar of the cloud, as it isin chap.xii.5. 

And spake unto him.'] As he had promised, ver. 17. de- 
claring, it is likely, the reason and intention of his appear- 
ing on this occasion. 

And took of the spirit that was vpon him, and gave it 
unto the seventy elders .] ! See there, verl 17. 

And it came to pass, that when the spirit rested upon them.] 
?. e. As soon as they received it. . 

TJiey prophesied.] Either by setting forth the praises of 
God in such a strain as none else could imitate, or giving 
such admirable instructions to the people, as manifested 
they were raised above themselves* or perhaps by de- 
claring things to coine (particularly that they should have 
quails, as we render the word, in great abundance very 
shortly, as some of the Jews take it), though that could not 
gain them such credit as the other gifts, till their predic- 
tions were fulfilled. And these the Jews call the second 
degree of prophecy : concerning which Maimonides speaks 
in his preface to his More Nevoch. but more fully in his 
second part of it, cap.' 45'. where he saith the first de- 
gree was, that w r hich moved and enabled men to some 
heroic undertaking, with assurance they were put upon it 
from God ; as to deliver men from tyranny and oppression : 
which was the Spirit of the Lord that came upon Gideon 
and Samson, and the rest of the judges of Israel ; who were 
carried by an extraordinary power to perform such things, 
•as otherwise they thought not themselves fit to undertake. 
And the second degree was, when a man found a power 
upon him, exciting him to speak either psalms, or hymns, 
or wholesome precepts of living; or about political affairs, 
And civil government, far beyond his natural capacities; 
and all this waking, and in the full vigour of his senses. 
This is also called the Holy Spirit; and in this number he 
places these seventy elders, who were endued with the 
spirit of Moses, for the government of the people with 
him, in such measure that they attained to be prophets. 
Just as in the New Testament the prophets are placed next 
to the apostles; so these men were next to Moses. 

And ceased not.] In which translation we follow the 
Chaldce paraphrasts, as several others do : but the LXX. 
translate it, and they added no further (which the Hebrew 
words will well bear), taking the meaning to be, that they 
prophesied that day, but not after. And this is the sense of 
the Talmndists, particularly of Jarchi, who, in his gloss upon 
this place, saith: "All these elders prophesied only this 
first time that the Spirit rested on thein, as they stood about 
the tabernacle ; but they did not prophesy after that." The 
like say several others mentioned by Mr. Sclden,(lib.ii. dc 
Synedr. cap. 4. sect. 2.) And indeed the Spirit was not 
sent upon them to make them prophets, but to make them 
governors and judges. And therefore the gift of prophecy, 
which God gave them for the present, was only to procure 
them reverence from the people; as an evident sign that 
•they were phosen by Gcjd to be coadjutors to Moses, in the 



exercise of his supreme authority over them. And thus I 
find Thcodoret understood it: (Quaest. xx.in Num.) The 
seventy did not prophesy beyond this day, on ov 7rpo^Tjrt('ac 
X«ptv aXX' 6iKovofi(ac, &c. because God promoted them not 
to prophesy, but to govern : tvhich St. Paul also reckons 
among other gifts bestoivcd upon Christians, (1 Cor. xii. 2G.) 
Now, that it might appear God had conferred this Divine 
gift of government upon them, they also prophesied the 
first day that they received it. And I do not see why our 
translation [did not cease] may not be interpreted to this 
sense; that is, they did not cease all that day while they 
stood about the tabernacle. 

Ver. 26. And there remained two of the men.] Of the 
seventy elders, whom Moses ordered to appear, and set 
themselves about the tabernacle. So the Jerusalem Tar- 
gum : these were " of the number of the seventy wise men, 
neither did the seventy wise men go from the tabernacle 
while Eldad and Medad prophesied in the camp." - And so 
R. Levi ben Gersom notes: "It seems to be plain out of 
the text, that these two were of the seventy elders." Which 
our translators thought necessary to express by adding 
those words of the: for in the Hebrew there is no more 
said, but only there remained two men. 
• In the camp.] Among the rest of the people ; from whom 
they would not come, out of modesty, saying, They were 
not equal to such a dignity; as the words are in the Gcmara 
Babylonica, tit. Sanhedrin. Or perhaps they loved a pri- 
vate life ; and were afraid of being envied by the people, 
whom they saw to be so unruly, that it made them decline 
the burden; as Saul did, when he hid himself among the 
stuff. 

The name of the one was Eldad, and the name of the other 
Medad.] We do not find the names of any other of the se- 
venty elders, but only these two; who, Jonathan saith, 
were Moses's brothers by the mother's side. And St. Je- 
rome himself mentions such a tradition, that they were his 
brethren. But there is no certainty of this; nor of what 
others of the Jews say concerning them.. (See Selden, lib. 
ii. de Synedr. cap. 4. sect. 3.) 

. It may be they are mentioned in honour of their virtuous 
.modesty, which made them think themselves unworthy of 
so high a dignity. 

And the spirit rested upon them."] As it did upon those 
who were about the tabernacle, (ver. 25.) Whereby God 
marked them out to be in tho number of those whom he 
had chosen to be assistants unto Moses. 

And they were of them that were written, &c] Whose 
names Moses put into the summons, which he sent to those 
whom he judged fit to be advanced to this authority. • The 
Jews (particularly Solomon Jarchi) say, they were chosen 
by the way ,of casting lots; and, according to their manner, 
they tell the story thus, in the place mentioned before in the 
Gemara : — Moses, say they, was in doubt how he should 
execute God's command, (ver. 16.) because, if he did not 
choose an equal number out of every tribe, it might be ill 
taken : and if he chose six out of each of the twelve tribes, 
they would exceed the number of seventy; if bxxt five, they 
would fall short of it. He resolved, therefore, at last, to 
choose six out of each tribe, which, in all, were seventy-two 
persons: and in seventy schedules he wrote the name of 
elder, but the other two were blanks. Then mixing all 
these in an urn, he bade them come and draw: and to 
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every one who drew a schedule, that had the name of elder, 
in it, he said, God hath sanctified thee; but to him that 
drew a blank, he said, God hath not chosen thee. And 
those two blanks, some of the Jewish doctors say, came 
into the hands of Eldad and Medad ; who, therefore, were 
left behind in the camp. And this conceit our very learned 
Dr. laghtfoot himself entertained, saying (in his short ac- 
count of this chapter), " that six of a tribe made up the 
number of the Sanhedrin (which was chosen), and two 
over. And those two were Eldad and Medad, who were 
written for elders, but the lot cast them out ; that there 
might be but seventy. Yet did the Lord honour them with 
the spirit of prophecy." 

But as this whole story of the manner of choosing the 
elders is very doubtful; so other Jews, of great authority, 
say, that Eldad and Medad were of the number of the 
seventy that were chosen. Particularly Jonathan saith 
expressly, they were of the number of those whose sche- 
dules came up with the name of elder in them; but they 
did not go to the tabernacle, because they had no mind to 
be governors. Nay, the Talmudical gloss upon the fore- 
named place of the Gemara, saith, that when seventy of 
the seventy-two had drawn, two of them had blanks; 
whereby Eldad and Medad knew that the two remaining 
schedules had the name of elder in them, and therefore 
would not draw them, because they were sure not to have 
blanks. The very same Mr. Selden shews is in other 
noted books of theirs. So that it is generally received, 
they were in the number of those seventy which were chosen 
to be joined with Moses in the government (Seelib.ii.de 
Synedr. cap. 4. sect. 7.) 

And they prophesied in the camp.] Which was a greater 
thing than if they had prophesied at the tabernacle : de- 
noting them to be men so highly in the favour of God, that 
he would distinguish them from other men wheresoever 
they were, and not want their service. The Jerusalem 
Targnm relates what each of them foretold (for to that he 
restrains their prophesying), and what they both foretold; 
but it is not worth the mentioning. 

Ver. 27. And there ran a young man, and told Moses, 
and said, Eldad and Medad do prophesy in the camp.] 
The Jews, who will seem ignorant of nothing, say it was 
Gershon, the son of Moses, who carried these tidings to his 
father. 

Ver. 28. And Joshua the son of Nan.] From whence some 
conclude, that he was none of the seventy elders; though 
a man of a most excellent spirit. And indeed this is likely 
enough, he being to succeed Moses, and so to become the 
head of them. 

77ie servant of Moses."] Who ministered to him, as a con- 
stant attendant on his person, (Exod. xxiv. 13.) 

One of his young men.] The word one is not in the He- 
brew, which may be translated from among his young men: 
fa e. the rest of those that waited on him. 

My lord Moses, forbid them.] Perhaps he thought they 
could have no authority ; not being at the tabernacle : or 
rather, that their prophesying too much lessened the au- 
thority of Moses; by whose consent, and in whose pre- 
sence, the rest were joined to him; but these two, without 
his knowledge, and being absent from him, became his con- 
sorts in spiritual gifts. This he thought tended to the dimi- 
nution of his master; for whom he expressed a great ho- 
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nour* [ The two Targums say that they prophesied of the 
death of Moses, and the advancement of Joshua to be the 
leader of God's people ; which made Joshua the more con- 
cerned to have them suppressed. But this is like the rest 
of their conceits; several of which are mentioned by Mr. 
Selden in the place beforenamed, sect. 3. 

Ver, 29. And Moses said unto him, Enviest thou for my 
sake?] This shews that Joshua thought it a disparagement 
unto Moses, that they should have the gift of prophecy be- 
stowed on them, and, be no way indebted to Moses for it; 
as the others were, who were brought by him to the taber- 
nacle, where he presented them to God, as men fit to partake 
of it: but these two seemed to have no dependance on him 
for what they received. 

Would God that all the Lord's people were prophets.] 
This shews also that the gift of prophecy was a distinct 
thing from the gift of government : for he did not wish they 
might all be made rulers ; than which nothing could have 
been more absurd. 

And that the Lord would put his Spirit upon them.] That 
they might all break forth, by his inspiration, into his 
praises: .which is a high demonstration of that most excel- 
lent spirit that dwelt in Moses; which had nothing of envy, 
pride, or vain-glory in it: for he sought not himself in the 
least, but purely the glory of God, and the good of his 
people : which admirable temper of mind St. James from 
hence commends to all Christians, when he saith, (chap, 
iv. 5.) 'i Do ye think, that the Scripture saith in vain, The 
spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? But he giveth 
more grace." Where doth the Scripture (by which word the 
apostles commonly mean the Old Testament) say any thing 
like this, unless it be in this place? the sense of which is 
fully expressed by James, as Hermannus Witzius well ex- 
plains this meaning, " Doth that spirit, whereby we are re- 
generated and governed, move us to envy, or any such-like 
vicious desire? No, far from that ; it giveth greater grace, 
and makes us rejoice in the good of our neighbours," &c. 
as Moses did, when he said, Dost thou envy for my sake? 
and thereby excitest me to the like envy ? Is that suitable 
to the Spirit that is in us? which I wish God would be- 
stow upon all his people. This agrees with what St. James 
saith, ** But he giveth more grace." (Miscell. Sacr. lib, i. 
cap. 18. n. 27.) 

Ver. 30. And Moses gat him into the camp.] From the 
tabernacle where the elders had been presented unto God, 
and endued with his Spirit. 

JJe and the elders of Israel.] That they might exercise 
their authority jointly with him. And there, I suppose, 
Eldad and Medad were assumed into the same authority; 
for we do not read- that they were brought to the taberna- 
cle; being sufficiently approved by God in the camp*. • s 

Ver. 31. And there went forth a wind from the Lord.] 
At the prayer (it is likely) of Moses and the elders, who 
promised the people flesh enough, a mighty wind of an ex- 
traordinary force was raised beyond the common course of 
nature. The Psalmist informs us from what quarter this 
wind blew, when he saith, (Psalm lxxviii.26.) "He caxised 
the east wind to blow in the heaven, and by his power he 
brought in the south wind :" which some understand, as if 
sometimes an east wind ble>v, and sometimes a south; that 
these quails (as we call them) might be brought from se- 
veral coasts. But the Hebrews wanting compound word^, 

o 2 

Microsoft ® 



538 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap. XI. 



make use of these two Words, to express that which we 
call a south-east wind. ■ Or, us Bochartus will have it, the 
Hebrew word kadim, which properly signifies the east, doth 

: sometimes signify the south; and is by the LXX. often so 
translated; of which he gives a great many instances. And 
therefore the Psalmist (as the manner of the Hebrew lan- 
guago is) repeats the same thing in other words. (See 
Hicrozoic. par. ii. lib. i. cap. 15.) And so the famous Lu- 

"dolphus, both in his commentary upon his Ethiopic His- 
tory, and in his dissertation Do Locustis, saith, they -were 
brought in by a south wind blowing from all points of that 

c quarter. 

And brought quails.] Nobody, that I have met withal, 
hath laboured so much to give a clear explication of this 
wholo following discourse as Job Ludolphus, in his most 
learned commentary upon his Ethiopic History, lib. i. cap. 
13. n. 96. where he hath a long discourse (to which I 
refer the reader), to shew that the Hebrews do not take the 
word selau (here used) to signify quails: but we take that 
translation of it only from Josephus. (See what I have 

( noted on Exod. xvi. 13.) 

The no less learned Bocar, indeed, hath said a great deal to 

•justify Josephus; and hath shewn that Egypt and the neigh- 
bouring regions abound still with quails; from whence this 
wind blew fair to bring them to the Hebrews. And every 
one knows that there are certain winds called Ornithias, 

• from their bringing great flights of birds along with them. 
Quails also, he observes, are wont to fly from the southern 

•countries to the northern, in the spring-time (as it now 
was), and to fall sometimes in such vast quantities as to 
sink a ship. Notwithstanding all which, and a great deal 

* more which he alleges, with great learning, there are se- 
veral things said in the following relation, which by no 
means can be brought to agree to quails; and therefore 
Ludolphus rather takes selau to signify locusts; by which 

. it is easy to give a plain explication of all that is said of 
them. It is certain they were not only used for food in 
those parts of the world, but that some of them were very 
delicious meat in several countries ; for they that have 
eaten them (see Lev. xi. 22.) compare them to young pi- 
geons> or to a fresh herring, or to a crab, or lobster (like to 

■ which they are in shape and figure), and they are several 
ways prepared, and accounted very wholesome food, when 
they have thrown away the heads, and wings, and legs. 
Pliny saith that some parts of Ethiopia lived upon them; 
and that they were preserved/wmo et sale, by being dried in 
the smoke and salted, for their nourishment, throughout 
the whole year. Now all that is said in this, and id the 
following verses, will have a plain and easy meaning (as I 
said), if we follow this interpretation; but not, if we take 
them for quails, or pheasants, or sea-fowl. As, for exam- 
ple, what was said before, concerning God's sending a 
mighty wind, is not hard to understand, if we suppose him 
to speak of locusts; which all authors say are brought 
with a wind: but it was never heard to bring quails, which 
cannot fly high, nor far; much less so far as from the sea 
to the middle of Arabia Pctra;a. Nor would the locusts 
have come this way, had not this wind brought them from 
their ordinary course.. 

From the sea.] viz. From the Red Sea, yet not excluding 
tho Persian Gulf; which must not be understood as if 
they came out of the sea, but from the sea-coast ; and it is 
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very probable out of Africa, where they abound. So the 
aforesaid Ludolphus expounds it, in his late Dissertatio 
dc Locustis, par. ii. cap. 39, &c. 

And let them fall by the camp.'] Or poured them down 
upon tho camp, as dust or rain falls thick upon the ground. 
For both these comparisons the Psalmist uses in the place 
beforenamed, (Psal. Ixxviii. 27.) And this is expressed 
in Exod. xvi. 13. by covering their camp. 
♦ As it were a day's journey on this side, and as it were a 
daifs journey on the other side.] A day's journey, as Bo- 
chartus makes account, is at least twenty miles. Sec the 
place beforenamed, Hierozoic. par. ii. lib. i. cap. 15. p. 
105.; or, as Ludolphus makes the computation, sixteen 
miles, in his Dissertation de Locustis, par. ii. cap. 44, &c. 
Take it either away, it shews there was a vast number of 
them : for he adds, 

Round about the camp.] So that which way soever they 
went for sixteen or twenty miles together, there lay heaps 
of them upon the ground: which, if we understand this of 
quails, cannot be conceived without a heap of miracles. 
And if we resort to that, what need was there of a wind to 
bring them, when God must be supposed miraculously to 
have created them as he did manna. And yet such a quan- 
tity of quails was not to be found any w T herc, without a 
miracle, as would cover the heavens forty miles (accord- 
ing to Bochartus) on all sides. But that which would have 
been on many accounts miraculous, if we understand it of 
quails, will be found less wonderful, or rather natural, if it 
be understood of locusts: who come in very great an v d 
thick clouds, which darken the sky ; as all authors tell us. 
(See Ludolphus Comment, in Histof. Ethiop. p. 188.) 

And as it were two cubits high upon thefaceofthe earth.'] 
This interpreters look upon as impossible: for then tho 
quails would have been choked and stifled ; if they had 
been heaped so deep one upon another. And therefore 
they have devised the addition of a new word; and refer 
this, not to their falling upon the ground, but to their flying 
in the air, two cubits high above the earth ; that so they 
might the more easily be taken by their hands. So the Jews, 
and so Val. Schindler in his Lexicon upon the word selau. 
But, besides that there is nothing of this in the text; and 
it is contrary to what the Psalmist says, that they fell in 
the midst of their camp, (ver. 28.) and that they came down 
like rain, which always falls upon the ground ; there are 
many other difficulties in this interpretation, (as he shews 
p. 189. and defends what he there asserts in his Dissertation 
de Locustis, par. ii. cap. 49, 50.) And therefore it is bet- 
ter to expound it of locusts ; who, though they fall one 
upon another to a great depth, are not thereby suffocated, 
by reason of the length of their feet, and the thinness of 
their wings. 

Ver. 32. And the people stood up (or rather, rose up) 
alt that day, and all that night, and all the next day.] They 
were intent upon the gathering of them for thirty-six hours. 

And they gathered the quails.] By this it is evident that 
they gathered something lying upon the ground, and not 
flying in the air: for we do not gather things there, bnt take 
or catch them. 

He that gathered least.] viz. The master of every family 



for himself, and for those belonging to him. For we arc 
not to suppose that every man in Israel gathered so many 
as follows. 
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Gathered ten homers.'] A vast quantity, if they were 
quails; which would have served them, not for a month, 
but for a yeaT or two : as Ludolphus observes, (p. 190, of 
his Commentary on his Ethiopic Hist.) besides, we do, not 
use to measure fowl, but to number them. And therefore 
Bochart, being sensible of this impropriety, takes the word 
homer here to signify a heap: which is confuted by Lu- 
dolphus in his Dissertatio de Locustis, (par. ii. cap. 54, 
55, &c.) ' * 

And they spread them all abroad for themselves, round 
about the camp.'] This is another plain indication that they 
were locusts ; which they spread to be dried in the sun : 
but if they had been quails would have been very prepos- 
terous; for it would have made them the sooner stink. 
Interpreters therefore commonly pass by this, and give no 
account why they spread them abroad; and the Vulgar 
Latin omits this word spread: whereas all authors tell us, 
this is the principal way of preparing locusts, and preserv- 
ing them for a month or more: which theyboiled, or other- 
wise made fit to eat, when they had occasion. (See Ludol- 
phus in his forementioned Commentary; and in his defence 
of it lately in his Dissertatio de Locustis, par. ii. cap. 97, 
98, &c.) 

Ver. 33. Andwhile the flesh was yet between their teeth.] 
While they were eating ; and therefore were in good health, 
and had a good stomach. 

Ere it was chewed.] Before they had swallowed it. 

TJie wrath of the Lord was kindled against the people.] 
They felt unexpected effects of God's displeasure; being 
taken, perhaps, with a sudden vomiting, of which they 
died, (ver. 20.) This was in the conclusion of the month ; 
for so long (he there saith) they should eat flesh. 

And the Lord smote the people with a very great plague.] 
He sent a pestilence among them, as Aben Ezra supposes; 
or, as others think, they wasted away in a consumption : 
the vomiting, perhaps, continuing so, that they could never 
retain any meat, till they died. This they gather from 
Psal. cvi. 15. where the Psalmist saith, " He sent leanness 
into their soul." But Bochartus and Menochius think he 
burnt them up with a fire from his presence, as at the be- 
ginning of this murmuring, ver. 1. where it is said, as it is 
here, " The anger of the Lord was kindled." But Bochartus 
grounds this chiefly upon Psal.lxxviii.21. where it is said, 
"A fire was kindled in Jacob ;"whiehhe refers to this story. 

It may seem strange to some, that now they should be 
punished so heavily, when about a year ago they murmured 
for flesh as they did now; and he gave it them in the even, 
together with manna in the morning, without any punish- 
ment at all. But it is to be considered, that, as it was a 
greater fault to fall into the same sin again, after God had 
been so good to them ; so they were not in such necessity 
now as they were then, when they were really pinched 
with hunger : whereas now they w^re fed with bread from 
heaven ; and therefore cried for meat, not out of need, but 
wantonness. And it may be added, that they were not then 
so well taught as they had been since; by the giving of 
the law to them at Mount Sinai, and many other instruc- 
tions from the house of God. 

Ver. 34. And he called the name of that place Kibroth- 
hattaavah.] That is, the Graves of Lust: because their wan- 
ton appetites threw them into those graves; for there, as it 
follows, they buried those that lusted. 



For , there they buried the people that lusted.] Not all. 
that lusted, for then all the people who were guilty of this , 
sin would have been buried ; but all that died of the plague, » 
which was inflicted for this sin; who, perhaps, were those 
that began and headed this mutiny ; or were most violent 
in it. j ■ i 

Ver. 35. And the people journeyed.] When the cloud was 
taken up, (chap. jx. 17.) 

From Kibroth-hattaavah.] From whence they departed 
about the beginning of the fourth month, called Tammuz. 

Unto Hazeroth.] Another place in the wilderness of Pa- 
ran ; but how far from the former, station, whether a day's 
journey or more, we do not find. 

And abode at Hazeroth.] There the cloud rested, and 
accordingly there they encamped. But we do not read how 
long : only we are sure they stayed there at least a week, 
(chap. xii. 15.) 



CHAP. XJI: 

Ver. 1. J\_ND Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses.] 
I can see no good reason that can be given why Miriam is 
put here before Aaron; but because she, it is highly pro-, 
bable, was the beginner of this sedition, and drew her bro- 
ther Aaron into it. 

Because of the Ethiopian woman.] Or rather Arabian 
woman: (see Gen. x. 6.) . , . 

Wliom he had married.] Whom most both of the Jewish, 
and Christian writers take to have been Zipporah ; though 
some few fancy he speaks of another woman, whom he had 
lately married; Zipporah being either dead, or divorced. 
The only difficulty is, why they should quarrel with him 
about Zipporah; who, if she had been dead, or divorced,, 
it is not likely he would have married a Cushite, but a Jew- 
ish woman. The Hebrew doctors have devised strange sto- 
ries about his forbearing her company; which maybe read 
in many authors; particularly in Selden, ? lib. iii. Uxor. 
Jlebr. cap. 26. where he recites many of their opinions 
about this matter. The most common is, that they .were 
angry at his marriage with a woman of another nation; 
whom they would- have had him put away, and taken an- 
other wife. So they interpret the following words, for he 
had married an Ethiopian ivoman: as if his mere mar- 
riage with her was. the thing which they spake against. 
Which is not at all probable, if this be meant of Zipporah ;' 
for he had been married to her forty years ; which, if they 
had disliked, one would think should have long before 
now been charged upon him as a fault. I rather think 
that they were jealous of his being ruled too much by her, 
and by her relations. For it was by her father's advice 
that he made the judges, mentioned Exod. xviii. 21, 22. 
and perhaps they imagined she and Hobab had a hand in 
choosing the seventy elders lately made, as we read in the 
foregoing chapter. With which this story being immedi- 
ately connected, it makes me think it hath some relation to 
that. For those elders were nominated, it is evident/by 
Moses alone ; without consulting Aaron or Miriam': who, 
taking themselves to be neglected, in so great an alteration 
made of the government without their advice, were very 
angry : and not daring to charge Moses directly with this 
neglect of them, they fall upon his wife; whom in scorn 
they call a Cushite or Arabian woman ; which in aftertimes 
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were accounted a vile people, as appears from Amos ix. 7. 
For that country was inhabited by divers nations, mingled 
together, viz. Ishmaelites, Midianites, Amalekites, and 
such-like : who, from thence, some think, were called by 
the genera] name of Arabians; because of their mixture. 
For Ereb, in Hebrew, signifies a miscellaneous company, or 
mixture of many people: see Jeremiah xxv. 20. 24. where 
he calls this very people by this name. 

Ver. 2. And they said, Hath the Lord indeed spoken only 
by Moses?] Here it appears that it was really Moses with 
whom they were offended; who alone had called what men 
he thought good to be presented unto God, to be consti- 
tuted by him his assistants in the government, (chap, 
xi. 24.) 

Hath he not also spoken by us ?] Are not we also ac- 
quainted with God's mind, being prophets? For so Aaron 
was made,(Exod. iv. 14, 15.) and Miriam so acknowledged, 
(Exod. xv. 20.) And moreover the prophet Micah (chap. 
vi. 4.) mentions them as conductors of the people, while 
they were in the wilderness, together with Moses. Which 
might make them stomach it, that he took no notice of 
them when he chose the seventy elders, who were to be his 
coadjutors, but did it of himself. 

And the Lord heard it.] Observed their ill behaviour to- 
wards him; though he himself took no notice of it. 

Ver. 3. Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the 
men which were upon the face of the earthy This is added 
as the reason why he passed by the affront they put upon 
him, and why God avenged it; because he was so exceed- 
ing meek and patient (or, as others translate it, so humble 
and lowly), that he would have been exposed to further af- 
fronts, if God had not chastised their insolence. Moses 
also might think fit to set this down, as a confutation of 
their charge against him ; being so far from that pride 
which they imputed to him, that he did not resent (though 
he was so very much above them) their undutiful behaviour 
towards him; who had conversed immediately with God 
himself, and been with him in the holy mount many days 
together; who sent several commands to Aaron, as well as 
to the people by him alone: which made such a difference 
between him and all others, that, as it was an unaccount- 
able arrogance in them to equal themselves unto him, so 
he demonstrated how far he was from being proud of his 
superiority, by meekly bearing their haughty behaviour to- 
wards him. 

So little cause there is for their cavils, who from hence ar- 
gue that Moses was not the author of these books, because 
he commends himself in them: for this is not so much a 
commendation, as a necessary account of himself, to shew 
how causeless their charge against him was. To such vin- 
dications of themselves the humblest souls may be con- 
strained, by the calumnies of wicked men: as we see not 
only in St. Paul, but our blessed Saviour, who were put 
upon glorying and magnifying themselves by the malignity 
of their enemies. (See John x.3G.2Cor.xi.l0.23,&c.) And 
this is the more allowable, when men know, not only that 
they write the truth, but that it is notorious to all that are 
acquainted with them, and cannot be contradicted.' The 
holy writers also are not to be confined to our rules, being 
moved by the Holy Ghost to set down such things, which, 
if they had been left to themselves, they would not have 
mentioned. And men, who have a due reverence to the 



Holy Scriptures, will look upon this rather as the Holy 
Ghost's testimony concerning Moses, than Moses's testi- 
mony concerning himself. But we have to do now with 
a generation of men that write upon these books, not as of 
a Divine original, but as they do upon common authors. 

Ver. 4. And the Lord spake suddenly tinto Moses.] The 
Lord thought fit immediately to stifle their insurrection ; 
which might have proved dangerous if it had spread among 
the people. And perhaps the word suddenly may relate to 
the manner of his calling to them with a quick and hasty 
speech, as one provoked and highly displeased. 

And unto Aaron, and unto Miriam.] It is uncertain whe- 
ther God spake to these two by himself or by Moses. It 
is likely he spake to them all together (while Aaron and 
Miriam were expostulating with Moses), with such a voice 
as he was wont to use when he communicated his mind to 
the prophets. 

Come out ye three.] It is likely they were all in Moses's 
tent, whither his brother and sister were come to utter 
their complaint. 

Unto the tabernacle of the congregation.] Which was 
God's tent, wherein he dwelt among them, and from whence 
he declared his will to them. 

And they came out.] To attend the pleasure of the Divine 
Majesty. 

Ver. 5. And the Lord came down in the pillar of the 
cloud.] The pillar of the cloud, which was wont to be over 
the most holy place, where the Lord dwelt, came down 
from thence, and the Schechinah in it; and stood, as it 
here follows, at the dooi: of the tabernacle. 

And stood in the door of the tabernacle.] As if it would 
leave them; as it did, ver. 9. 

And called Aaron and Miriam.] Who were at some dis- 
tance, I suppose ; and are commanded to come nearer. 

And they came forth.] From the place where they were 
when* he called them; or from Moses, with whom they 
came from his tent, and are now required to stand by them- 
selves. 

Ver. 6. And he said, Hear now my words.] Mark what 1 
say to you. 

If there be a prophet among you.] This doth not make a 
doubt of it, but supposes that they, and others among the 
people, were prophets; as they alleged, (ver. 2.) But God 
would have them to understand, that he did not communi- 
cate his mind to all alike, nor in the same way and manner ; 
but so differently, as to make a remarkable distinction be- 
tween Moses and others. 

Whether there were, in those days, men brought up and 
trained to be made fit to receive this gift bestowed upon 
them, we do not know : but, in aftertimes, it is evident there 
were certain colleges of prophets, wherein disciples of pro- 
phets were bred. Such was that, 1 Sam. x. 5. and xix. 
18, &c. where the sons of the prophets, i. c. their scholars 
or disciples (as Jonathan always translates that phrase), 
were brought up: and, for the most part, such only were 
endued with this gift, who were so educated in those 
schools, in the study of the law and in piety. Though 
God did not tie himself to dispense it to such persons 
alone, but bestowed it upon whom he pleased, though they 
had spent no time in those schools of the prophets. This 
is apparent, from that proverbial speech, " Is Saul also 
among the prophets V (1 Sam. x, 11. and xix. 24.) This 
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had been no wonder (as this saying imports), if it had been 
usual for persons to be endowed with this gift on a sudden, 
who were never bred up in such a course as led to it. But 
to shew how this came to pass, one of that place answered 
and said, (as it there follows, ver. 12.) But who is their fa- 
ther? that is, this is no such wonder, if it be considered 
who makes men prophets, viz. God, who is the father of all 
the children of the prophets, and therefore may inspire 
whom he pleases : as he now might have imparted this gift 
to meaner persons than the seventy elders presented to him 
by Moses ; and made them equal, if he had thought fit, with 
Aaron and Miriam. For this was the case of Amos, in 
after-ages ; who was no prophet, nor a prophet's son (as he 
himself relates, chap. vii. 14.) but a herdsman; and yet the 
Lord took him as he followed the flock, and bade him go and 
prophesy unto his people Israel. 

- I the Lord.'] Here is the original of prophecy ; will make 
myself known unto him, communicate to him my mind 
and will. 

In a vision.'] This was one way of discovering his mind 
to the prophets ; by representing things to them, when they 
were awake, as if they had perceived them by their senses; 
which at that time were locked up, and all transacted by a 
Divine operation upon their mind and imagination: (see 
Gen. xv. 1. and Dan. viii. 1. 15.) Abarbinel mentions one, 
who observes, that the word marah (the plural of which, 
maroth, signifies looking-glasses, in Exod. xxxviii. 8.) is a 
different word from mareh, which is commonly used for 
vision ; and teaches us, that all the representations made in 
this way to the prophets, were only as the images of things 
represented in a glass; in which we behold tho outward 
shape, or shadow, as we may call it, but not the thing it- 
self. And so St. Paul seems to have understood this word 
(if he alludes to this place, as Grotius thinks he doth), when 
he saith, Now we see, Si ladirrpov lv alviyfxan, through a 
glass darkly, (1 Cor. xiii. 12.) 

• And I tuill speak unto him in a dream.] This was another 
way of God's revealing his mind unto the prophets, in their 
sleep; when they not only saw things represented to them, 
but also heard a voice. And both these seem sometimes 
to have been mixed together, or to have followed one an- 
other; £,s in Gen. xvi. 12. Dan. vii. 1. and viii. 16 — 18. 
And it is a maxim among the Jews, that there is no degree 
of prophecy, but it is comprehended under one of these, 
visions or dreams. So Maimonides, in his More Nevochim, 
par. ii. cap. 32. and 41. and again, cap. 43. where he 
saith, u There is no third degree of prophecy besides these 
two." For as for that Divine Spirit, which moved men to 
speak of things appertaining to the knowledge of God and 
his praises, beyond their natural or acquired abilities, with- 
out seeing any figures, asleep or awake, though with as- 
surance that it was from God, they will not have it called 
prophecy; though they acknowledge those parts of Scrip- 
ture which they call Cetuvim, and the LXX. ayioypa^a, i. c. 
written by the Holy Ghost, were indited by that Divine 
Spirit; and therefore wc cannot reasonably deny those that 
were inspired by it the name of prophets. 

Ver. 7. My servant Moses is not so.] Doth not receive my 
mind in either of those ways ; and therefore is more than a 
prophet, having it communicated to him in a far more no- 
ble and clearer manner, which placed him in a higher rank 
than any other inspired person. 



Wlio is faithful in all my house.] Because he was en- 
trusted (so the word may be understood) with God's whole 
family ; that is, with all the children of Israel, and faithfully 
discharged the trust reposed in him, by acquainting them 
with all God's will, and executing all his commands; and 
doing nothing of himself (as now he was falsely accused), 
but only what God required. This is a high testimony to 
him ; and the Jews, when they are in the humour of exalt- 
ing Moses, say he was more faithful than the angels of the 
ministry : they are the words of R. Jose in Siphri ; and if 
he had said, as faithful as the angels of the ministry, it 
might have passed for a good explication. 

Ver. 8. With him will I speak, mouth to mouth.] In a 
most familiar manner, as one friend discourses with an- 
other. So it is explained, Exod. xxxiii. 11. From whence 
Abarbinel, in his Rosch Amana, gathers, that Moses's 
prophecy differed from others in these four things : first, 
that God spake to others by a mediator (that is, as he ex- 
plains it, by some angel), but to him by himself, without the 
intervention of any other. Secondly, that they never pro- 
phesied, but their senses were all bound up, either in vi- 
sions or in dreams; whereas he was as perfectly awake, as 
we are when we discourse one with another. Thirdly, 
that after the vision was over, they were often left so 
weak and feeble, that they could scarce stand upon their 
feet; as appears from Dan. x. 8. 11. but Moses spake with 
the Divine Majesty, without any consternation or altera- 
tion ; his conversation with him being like that of one 
friend with another. And lastly, no prophet but he could 
understand the mind of God when they pleased ; for he 
communicated himself to them only when he thought good; 
whereas Moses might at anytime resort to God, to inquire 
of him, and receive an answer: (see chap. ix. 8.) To the 
same purpose also Maimonides writes, in his book De 
Fundamentis Legis, (cap. vii.) 

Even apparently.] Plainly, clearly, and distinctly ; so 
that there was no difficulty to apprehend his meaning, nor 
need of an explication. Thus he proclaimed his name to 
Moses, Exod. xxxiv. G, 7. 

And not in dark speeches.] Or, in parables and enigma- 
tical representations, such as the ladder which Jacob saw 
in a dream, the boiling-pot which was shewn to Jeremiah, 
the wall, the plumb-line, and the basket of summer<fruits 
which Amos saw; the beasts which were represented to 
Daniel, the lamps, mountains, horses, and chariots to Za- 
chariah, the roll of the book which Ezekiel was to eat. By 
all which the prophet (as Maimonides observes, whoso 
illustrations these are of these words) was given to under- 
stand some other thing, which was intended to be made 
known to him by these figures ; (More Nevoch. par. ii. cap. 
43.) who, in his book concerning the Foundations of the 
Law, further observes, that some of these prophets had 
both the parable (as he calls it) and its interpretation re- 
presented to them : others, the parable only without any 
exposition; and to some was only delivered the explica- 
tion. 

And the similitude of the Lord shall he behold.] I am apt 
to think the word not should be here again repeated, (as it 
must be in some places to make out the sense, as Prov. 
xxv. 27.) which will make the meaning plainly this,*he 
shall not behold the Lord in similitudes and. resemblances, 
as other prophets did. For the Hebrew word temunah 
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signifies the shape of a thing represented either to the out- 
ward senses or to the imagination, not the thing itself. 
Therefore it would be to equal Moses with the rest of the 
prophets to say he should sec the similitude of the Lord; 
for so did they, Amos, for instance, saith he saw the Lord 
standing upon the altar, (chap, ix.l.) that is, some angeli- 
cal appearance in a glorious shape. And Eliphaz saitb, 
that a spirit passed before him, the form (or aspect) whereof 
he tould not discern; only the temunah (we render it an* 
image) was before his eyes, (Job iv. 15, 1G.) But God did 
not thus reveal himself to Moses by images and simili- 
tudes of things, but spako to him himself, as it goes before, 
month to mouth. Which led Maimonides into the opinion 
(which ho often repeats) that when God is said to speak 
to any other man, it was by an angel; and that he never 
spake to any one himself, but only to Moses. Nor did any 
man before him say that God spake to him, or that he sent 
him on a message unto others; but Moses was the first 
that had this honour. (More Nevoch. par. i. cap. G3. and 
par. ii. cap. 39.) 

But if we follow our translation, which should run thus, 
But the similitude of the Lord shall he behold, it relates to 
that wonderful apparition of God to him in the bush, 
(Exod. iii. G.) as Maimonides thinks, More Nevochim, 
par. i. cap. 5. where he saith, " God poured upon him as 
much as he could contain," but especially to that revela- 
tion which God made of himself to him, when he told him 
that he could not see his face, but should behold his back 
parts, (Exod. xxxiii. 20. 23.) which was a privilege granted 
to none but him. And thus the similitude of the Lord, or 
his likeness, signifies the Lord himself, (Psal. xvii. ult.) 
When thy likeness shall awake (that is, thou thyself appear 
for me), I shall be satisfied. 

Wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against my 
servant Moses?] Who is my prime minister/ employed by 
me in the highest services. 

Ver. 9. And the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
them.'] As appeared by what follows. 

And he departed.] He withdrew his presence from the 
door of the tabernacle, immediately before they could 
make an answer: which was a token of exceeding great 
displeasure; as it is in us when we will not so much as hear 
what men say for themselves, when they have highly and 
notoriously offended us, and we reprove them for it, but 
turn away from them. 

Ver. 10. And the cloud departed from off the tabernacle.] 
It w T as not mcrely~taken up from it (as it was wont to be 
when they were to remove their camp), but quite disap- 
peared for a time ; or stood at a great distance from them, 
till Miriam was removed from the tabernacle, and carried 
out of the qamp : for that was one reason of its departure ; 
the Divine Majesty not designing to stay where so impure 
a creature was. And this was also a manifest token of 
God's high displeasure against them," which moved him to 
forsake them. 

And behold, Miriam became leprous.] Or, was become Ze- 
prous; a proper punishment for prido and evil-speaking: 
which was not inflicted upon Aaron, because he was to 
judge of leprosy, and was not the first in the transgression. 
And besides, it is likely, God would not have one that 
was but newly made his high-priest become vile and con- 
temptible. 



Jlliite as snotv.] Which was, a mark of an incurable le- 
prosy, when all the body was overspread with it, (Exod. iv, 
G. 2 Kings v. 27.) 

And Aaron looked upon Miriam.] As he was bound to do ; 
whose office it was to inspect it, and judge whether it was 
a leprosy or not, (Lev. xiii. 2, &c.) 

And behold, she was leprous.] He could not but judge 
her to have a leprosy, and consequently pronounce her un- 
clean. 

Ver. 11. And Aaron said unto. Moses.] He was made 
sensible that Moses had greater interest in God than him- 
self, and therefore desires his intercession for them. 

Alas! my lord.~] Have pity upon us, miserable wretches. 

I beseech thee, lay not the sin upon us.] He supplicates 
him as his superior, and humbly begs his pardon; and that 
he would obtain remission of the punishment which they 
had justly deserved by their sin : for he was afraid he him- 
self might suffer, as he saw she did. 

Wherein we have done foolishly, and wherein we have 
sinned.] He prays him to look upon their offence as pro- 
ceeding from folly and weakness, though in itself a great 
sin. 

Ver. 12. Let her not be as one dead, &c] For so she was 
not only legally, being to be separated from the living, but 
naturally also ; this being, as I said, the worst kind of le- 
prosy, which ate into the very flesh, and made her look 
like an abortive (as it here follows) or still-born child, 
which had lain long dead, and was half wasted away in its 
mother's womb. 

Ver, 13. And Moses cried unto the Lord.] Most earnestly, 
petitioned the Lord for her; such was his meekness and 
piety. And his crying, perhaps, supposes the Divine Ma- 
jesty to be gone afar off, if not out of sight. 

Heal her now, O God, I beseech thee.] For it was be- 
yond any other power but his to recover her. 

Ver. 14. And the Lord said unto Moses, If her father had 
spit in her face.] An expression of extreme anger, abhor- 
rence, and contempt, (Job xxx. 10. Isa. Iii. VI.) 

Should she not be ashamed seven days?] She could not 
have had the confidence to come presently into his pre- 
sence; but be ashamed for a great while to look him in 
the face. 

Let her be shut out of the camp.] Much more is it fit that 
Miriam should avoid my presence, and not presume to 
come before me; who have set a greater mark of my in- 
dignation and detestation upon her. For spittle might 
soon be wiped off; but the leprosy stuck to her, and made 
her unfit for all conversation with God or man. 

Seven days.] Which was the time for legal cleansing 
from such great impurities, (Lev. xiv. 8. Numb. vi. 9. 
xxxi. 19. 

And after that let her be received in again.] I suppose 
she was presently freed from leprosy; but kept out from 
the camp so long, to declare God's displeasure against 
her; and to humble her, by exposing her to shame. 

Ver. 15. And Miriam tvas shut out of the camp seven 
days.] That her offence might be known to all, by her open 
punishment. 

And the people journeyed not till Miriam ivas brought in 
again.] For the cloud was gone which should have di- 
rected them in their motions. And besides, this respect, 
perhaps, was shewn unto her because she was a prophetess; 
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and hereby she had. time given her to humble herself before 
God, and to beg his pardon for her sin. 

Brought in again.] When one would have expected that 
such sacrifices should have been offered for her cleansing, 
as are required in Lev. xiv. But this was an extraordinary 
case ; she being on a sudden miraculously struck with the 
highest degree of the plague of leprosy, and as suddenly 
cured by the same hand that struck her. 

Ver. 16. And afterward the people removed.'] Which 
shews that the cloud, which departed from the tabernacle, 
(ver. 10.) returned again to it, together with Miriam, that 
it might guide them in their removal to another station ; 
for till it was taken up from the tabernacle, they stirred 
not from the place where they were, (chap. ix. 17, 18.) 

From Hazeroth.] After they had abode there seven days 
at the least. 

And pitched in the wilderness of Par an.] Where they 
were before, (see chap. x. 12.) but now were brought into 
another part of it, called Rithmah,(chap.xxxiii. 18.) which 
was called also by another name, Kadesh-barnea, (chap, 
xiii. 26. Deut. i. 19.) Or else we must suppose these two 
places to have been so very near together, that they might 
be said to have pitched either in the one or the other. This 
station was at the foot of the mountain on the south part 
of Canaan, (Deut. i. 20.) so that their next removal was 
to have been into the land promised to them, if they them- 
selves had not hindered, by their renewed rebellion. This 
removal was in the fourth month of the second year after 
they came out of the land of Egypt (See chap. xi. 
20. 3d.) 

CHAP. XIII. 

.Ver. 1. JjlND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] They 
being now come to the borders of Canaan, the Lord or- 
dered Moses to exhort them to go up, and take possession 
of it, and not to fear nor be discouraged; as we read in 
Deut. i. 21. But the people (out of a distrust of God's 
power, as Moses seems to intimate, Deut. ix. 23.) desired 
they might first send some to search out the land, beforo 
they attempted its conquest, (Deut. i. 22.) About which, . 
it is likely, Moses consulted the Divine Majesty, who gave 
them leave so to do. 

Ver. 2. Send thou men.] For their greater satisfaction, 
God ordered them to have their desire. For there seems 
to have been a general fear upon them (every one of them 
coming to Moses with this request, Deut. i. 22.) which 
could not be removed, but by sending some to bring them 
intelligence what kind of country it was, and what people 
they had to deal withal, (ver. 18—20.) 

That they may search the land of Canaan.] To make a 
discovery, both of the country and 9f the inhabitants, and 
the best way to invade it, (Deut. i. 22.) 

WJiich I give unto the children of Israel.] To the pos- 
session of which God now intended to introduce them. 
For he had already brought them to the confines of it, and 
bidden them go up and possess it, (Deut. i. 20, 21.) but 
they would needs make this delay, for a discovery of the 
condition of the country ; which was their own contrivance 
at the first, and not a Divino counsel. 

Of every tribe of their fathers shall ye send a man.] That 
there might be no suspicion or partiality in their report. 



Every, one a ruler among them.] Men of authority and 
prudence, who might be the more believed; yet not of the 
highest rank, (for such are called by the name of princes, 
chap, i, 36.) but rulers perhaps of thousands, who were 
very considerable in their tribes : for they are c'alled by 
the same name in the Hebrew, every one being said to be 
a nasi and a rosch, a leader and a head, in their tribes ; 
which may incline one to think, that there were higher and 
lower persons of this sort, who had the same title in every 
tribe. 

Ver. 3. And Moses, by the commandment of the' Lord.] 
Which was given him in the fifth month (called Ab, as 
St. Jerome notes from the Jews) of the second year after 
they came out of Egypt : it is not certain upon what day; 
but it is likely in the beginning of the month, which answers 
to the nineteenth of our July. 

Sent them from the wilderness ofParan.] From Kadesh- 
barnea, (chap, xxxii. 8. Deut. i. 19, 20.. ix. 23. Josh, 
xiv. 7.) 

All those men were heads of the children of Israel.] So the 
rulers of thousands and hundreds are called, (Exod. xviii. 
25.) as well as the princes, (Numb. i. 16.) But these were 
a lower sort of heads, or great men, in the several tribes of 
Israel. 

Ver. 4. And these were their names: Of the tribe of Reu- 
ben, Shajnmua the son ofZaccur.] There is little to be ob- 
served concerning this verse, and those that follow to the 
sixteenth, but that it is evident these were not the same 
men, who, in the first chapter of this book, are called the 
heads and princes of the tribes ; being inferior persons, who 
ruled over some part, not over a whole tribe. The three 
first tribes also that are here mentioned, sprang from the 
three eldest sons (for Levi did not make a tribe in Israel) 
of Jacob : but, in the enumeration of the rest, there is not 
any order observed, of which I can give an acciount. Per- 
haps they being to disperse themselves, when they entered 
the country they were to search, (see ver. 22.) and thinking 
it not prudent to go above two (at the most) in company, 
cast lots who should be associated : and the first lot fell to 
those of the tribes of Reuben and Simeon ; the next to those 
of Judah and Issachar ; and so to the rest. 

Ver. 11. Of the tribe of Joseph.] i. e. Of the other branch 
of Joseph's family, viz. of the tribe ofManasseh, as it here 
follows. 

Ver. 16. These are the names of the men that Moses sent * 
to spy out the land.'] He would have their names remem- 
bered (which is the reason of this remark), for the sake of 
those two worthy men, Caleb and Joshua, whose virtue was 
very illustrious in the midst of a crooked and perverse ge- 
neration. 

And Moses called Oshea, the son of Nun.] So he is called, 
ver. 8. being named for the tribe of Ephraim. 

Jehoshua.] He was called by this name presently after 
they came out of Egypt, (Exod. xvii. 9.) when he went to 
fight with Amalek: whom he having overcome, Moses 
looked upon it as a token that he should save and deliver 
the people of Israel, and then called him by this name : 
which imports something more than Oshea; for that de- 
notes only a prayer for salvation (as Menochius observes), 
but this carries in it a promise of it. And some think the 
addition of the first letter in the name of Jehoshua was 
from the name Jehovah; implying that the Lord would 
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employ him in leading and conducting his people into the 
land of promise : wherein he was a type of the Saviour of 
the world, the Lord Jesus (whoso name is the same with 
this), who conducts those that bclievo on him to a hea- 
venly inheritance. 

' If I could find the like comfortable signification in the 
rest of the names of these men, I should think there might 
be some ground for their opinion, who fancy Moses chose 
Joshua because there was a good omen in his very name. 
For all nations took great care that no man should be em- 
ployed in affairs of moment, whose name carried any unlucky 
signification in it. So Cicero observes, in his first book of 
Divination, that the generals of armies, and the censors, 
took care that none should so much as lead the sacrifices 
to the altar but who were bonis nominibus, of names that 
signified good: of which the consuls also were very ob- 
servant, tit primus miles fiat bono nomine, that the first 
soldier whom they listed should be of a good name; such as 
Valerius, Salvius, Statorius, or the like. On the contrary, 
the name of Nasvius was deemed so bad, that in his oration 
-pro Quinct. Scxt. he saith, having named the man, methinks 
Iliave said enough. 

Vcr. 17. And Moses sent them to spy out the land, and 
said unto them.'] That is, when he sent them to spy out the 
land (as was said in the foregoing verse), he gave them the 
following directions. 

Get ye up this way southward.] This south part of Canaan 
fell afterward to be part of the lot of the tribe of Judah, 
(Josh. xv. 1 — 3.) and was very dry, and consequently 
barren, (Judg. i. 15.) and, therefore, fittestfor their entrance 
to spy out the land unobserved, being less inhabited than 
the better parts of the country. Besides, it was nearest to , 
the place where they now were encamped. 

And go up into the mountain.] "Where the Amorites dwelt, 
(Deut. i. 19.) together with some Amalekites, and other 
people, (chap. xiv. 43. 45.) From whence they were to 
go down into the valleys. 

Ver. 18. And see the land what it is, and the people that 
dwell therein.] These are the general directions which he 
gave them, to inform themselves both of the country and 
of its inhabitants. 

Whether they be strong or weak, few or many.] In parti- 
cular, with respect to the latter, he directs them to inform 
themselves whether the inhabitants were strong-bodied or 
feeble ; and whether their number was great or small. 

Vcr. 19. And what the land is that they dwell in, whether 
it be good or bad.] And, with respect to the former, he 
would have them bring an account; first, what sort of 
country it was, whether healthful and delightful, or un- 
wholesome and unpleasant. 

And tvhat cities they be, that they dwell m.] And then 
how large their cities were, and of what strength. 

Wliether in tents, or in strong holds.] -Whether they lived 
in tents, as the Arabians did (and the Israelites while they 
were in the wilderness), or in houses ; and whether they 
were fortified. Or rather (as we would say in our language), 
whether in open villages or in walled cities: for so the word 
mahanaim signifies, not tents (as wo here translate it), but 
hosts or campsy (Gen. xxxii. 1.) and hero towns without 
walls, as the LXX. interpret it; and the Vulgar, also, 
only inverting the order of the words, whether in tvalled 
towns, or without walls. 



Ver. 20. And what the land is, &c] And last of all, what 
is the soil of the country; whether rich and fertile, or poor 
and barren ; and also, whether it be a woody country, or 
otherwise. 

And be ye of good courage, and bring of the fruit of the 
land.] In which discoveries, there being some hazard, he 
bids them be confident God would preserve them ; so that 
they might venture to bring away with them some of the 
fruit which the country produced. 

Now the time teas the time of the first ripe grapes.] To- 
wards the vintage. 

Ver. 21. So they went up, and searched the land, from tlie 
wilderness of Zin.] Which was on the south of the land 
of Canaan, (chap, xxxiv. 3. Josh. xv. 1. 3.) being different 
from i the wilderness of Sin, which lay near to Egypt, 
(Exod. xvi. 1.) 

Unto Rehob, as men come to Hamath.] The city of Itehob 
lay in the north of the land of Canaan, and fell to the lot 
of the tribe of Asher, (Josh. xix. 28.) And it lay not far 
from Hamath (which, in aftertimes, was called Epiphania), 
a city which we very often read of afterward, as the bounds 
of Judea northward ; which Moses saith was unto the en- 
trance of Hamath, (chap, xxxiv. 8.) So that they took a 
survey of the whole country, from one end of it to the other, 
south and north; and also, as they passed along, observed 
those parts that lay east and west. For they gave an ac- 
count of the Canaanites, as dwelling by the sea (which 
was westward), and by the coast ofJorda?i, which was on 
the east, (ver. 29.) Or, if by the sea we understand not the 
Western Ocean, but the Dead Sea (as some do); yet it ap- 
pears by these very words, that they bent their course, as 
they passed from south to north, unto the western and 
eastern parts also. For Rehob and Hamath both lay at 
the foot of Libanus ; one to the north-west (towards Sidon), 
and the other to the north-east. 

Ver. 22. And they ascended by the south.] In their re- 
turn from searching the country. 

And came unto Hebron.] That is, some of them. For the 
word in the Hebrew is not they came (as it is they ascended J, 
but he came; which demonstrates that they did not go all 
Of them together in a company (for that had been dan- 
gerous, and might have made them taken notice of), but 
dispersed themselves ; some going to discover one place, 
some another^ And it is a probable conjecture of some of 
the Hebrew doctors, that Caleb w T as the man that went to 
take a view of Hebron; and was so little affrighted at the 
sight of the giants there, that he was the very person that 
afterward drove them out; and had this place given him 
for his portion : for it was in the south part of the lot of 
the tribe of Judah; being formerly called Kirjath-Arba, 
(Josh. xiv. 9. 12. 14.) 

Where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the children ofAnak 
were.] These were the grandchildren of Arba (from whom 
Hebron had the name of Kirjath-Arba,' t. e. the city of 
Arba), who was the father of Anak, whose family was 
more eminent than any other in Canaan ; these three sons 
of his being men not only of great bulk, but prowess and 
valour. Bochartus thinks (lib. i. Canaan, cap. 1.) that Anak 
signifies as much as the Roman name Torquatus; being 
like to that Gaul whom Manlius vanquished. And Ahiman 
signifies as 'much as, who is my brother? importing there 
w r as none to be compared with him. Sheshai he takes to be 
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asmuch asSixtius,i*z. six cubits high, asGoliathwas. And 
Talmai he derives from talam, furrow : as if he seemed in 
length to equal a furrow in the field. These were the peo- 
ple that made the Israelites tremble ; for it is likely their 
whole family was of a very large stature, though not so 
big as these. And, indeed, they were so very terrible to all 
their neighbours, that it became a proverbial saying in 
those countries, Who can standbefore the children ofAnak? 
(Deut. ix.2.) 

Noiv Hebron tvas built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.'] 
The Egyptians blasted of the great antiquity of their na- 
tion and cities: but Moses shews that Hebron was built 
before the capital city of their country: for so Zoan was; 
and called in after-ages Tanis; lying not far from that 
mouth of the river Nile, which from thence was called by 
Plutarch ravntKov <rr6fia. R. Solomon will have it that 
Hebron was built by Cham, one of the three sons of Noah, 
and the father of Mizraim; from whom the Egyptians de- 
scended. But of this there is no certainty; andtheGemara 
upon Sota (cap. 7.) saith, It is not likely that a man would 
build a house for his younger son, before he had built one 
for his elder ; for Canaan was the youngest of all the sons 
of Cham, (Gen. x. 6.) Yet those doctors are willing to sup- 
pose that Cham built both these cities ; and therefore in- 
terpret the word banah, which is rightly translated built, as 
if it signified fruitful, (according to Gen. xvi. 2.) and make 
the sense to be, that Hebron was seven times more fruitful 
than Zoan: which is very foolish; as, upon other accounts, 
so on this, that Hebron was a stony place, and therefore 
not fertile. 

Ver. 23. And they came unto the brook Eshcol.] A place 
whichlay inavalleyat the footof the mountain, (Deut. i. 24.) 

And cut down from thence a branch with one cluster of 
grapes.] This was done, no doubt, in some private place, 
upon the southern borders of Canaan; just as they were 
returning to the camp of Israel again. For it would have 
given the country too great an alarm, if they had marched 
in the highway with this bunch upon their shoulders. 

And they bare it betiueen tivo.^ A great many authors 
mention vines and grapes of an extraordinary bigness in 
those eastern and southern countries. I need only refer to 
Strabo, who says, the vines in Margiana, and other places, 
were so big, that two men could scarce compass them with 
their arms, and that they produced fiorpw liirriyyv, a bunch 
of grapes of two cubits, (lib. ii. Geograph. p. 73. and lib. xi. 
p. 51G.) Which is in part justified by Olearius, in his late 
travels into Persia, book iii. where he saith, not far from 
Astracan, he saw vines, whose trunks were so thick/that 
a man could do no more than grasp them about with both 
his arms. And Forsterus,in his Dictionarium Hebraicum, 
p. 862. saith, there was a preacher at Nuremberg called 
Achaicus, who lived as a monk eight years in the holy land 
(as they call it), who told him upon his sick-bed, that in his 
time there were clusters of grapes at Hebron of such big- 
ness, that one single kernel was sufficient to quench his 
thirst a whole day, when he was sick there of a tympany. 
J. Conradns Dietcrius hath collected a great deal more to 
this purpose out of Leo Africanus and Nic. Radzivillius, 
and other authors, in his Antiq. Biblicse, p. 249. And 
since him the most learned Huetius, in his Quaestioncs 
Alnctanac, lib. ii. cap. 12. n. 24. where, among other things, I 
he observes, that Crete, Chios, and other islands in the I 
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Archipelago, afford bunches of grapes of ten pound weight, 
sometimes of thirty-six, yea, of forty. - And he mentions 
grapes of a prodigious bigness in the island of Madeira. 

Upon a staff.] See chap. iv. 10. 

And they brought of the pomegranates and figs'.] Which 
grew in the parts nearest to the place where the Israelites 
were encamped. 

Ver. 24. The place was called the brook Eshcol, became 
of the cluster of grapes which the children of Israel cut down 
from thence.] That is, when the Israelites got possession 
of the land, they called this brook (or valley) by the name 
of Eshcol, in memory of this bunch of grapes, for so Eshcol 
signifies. 

Ver. 25. And they returned from searching of the land.] 
Came back to the camp of Israel. 

After forty clays.] This shews that they did not take a 
cursory view of the country ; but took time enough to make 
their observations. And the ripe fruit which they brought 
with them, after they had been forty days from the camp, 
demonstrates that their return was in the latter end of the 
sixth month, very near to the seventh; that is, in the end 
of the year, according to the old style of that nation. For 
on the fifteenth day of the seventh month God ordered the 
feast of tabernacles to be celebrated ; a little before which 
they gathered both their harvest and their vintage, (Exod. 
xxiii. 16. Lev. xxiii. 39. Deut. xvi. 13.) 

Ver. 26. And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, 
&c] They went up the mountain from Eshcol; and came 
down on the other side of it, to Moses and Aaron, and all 
the congregation, (Deut. i. 24, 25.) 

Unto the wilderness of Varan, to Kadesh.] Unto the place 
from whence they were sent; which was Kadesh-barnea, 
(see ver. 3. and Deut. ix. 23.) which is here in short called 
Kadesh ; but is quite different from that Kadesh we read of 
afterward, (chap. xxi. 1.) For that was in the wilderness of 
Sin ; and they did not come to it till the fortieth year after 
they came out of Egypt, (chap, xxxiii.37, 38.) whereas they 
were at this Kadesh in the second year; before they were 
doomed to wander forty years in the wilderness. 

And brought back word unto them, and unto all the 
congregation.] Gave a public account before Moses and 
Aaron of what they had discovered. 

And shelved them the fruit of the land.] And at the same 
time presented to them the cluster of grapes, the pomegra- 
nates, and figs, which they had brought with them. 

Ver. 27. And they told him, and said.] They address 
their relation to Moses ; because he sent them, (ver. 2.) 

We came unto the land whither thou sentest us.] I suppose 
they chose some of their number to speak in the name of 
the rest: and, first, they give an account of the land, as he 
required, (ver. 19, 20.) 

And surely it floweth with milk and honey.] Their report 
of the condition of the land was as honest as could be de- 
sired; for they testify it to be such as God promised to 
bestow upon them, (JExod. xxxiii. 3.) 

And this is the fruit of it.] They prove what they say by 
a sample of the product of it: which was so large, that some 
of the Jews fancy there were eight men employed to carry 
this one cluster, as they say in the Gcmara Sotae, cap. 7. 
Of which the spies made this wicked use, as from thence 
to tell their brethren, " You sec this goodly fruit, how vast 
it is : but believe us, the inhabitants of the country exceed 
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us, and all other men in stature, as much as this fruit ex- 
ceeds all other of the same kind, throughout the world." 
So Wagenseil explains the sense of their discourse in that 
place, sect. 4. 

Ver. 2S. Nevertheless the people b& strong that dwell in 
the land; and the cities are walled, andvery great.] This is 
an account of the other part of the inquiry Moses com- 
manded them to make, concerning the inhabitants and their 
cities, (vcr. 18.) 

And moreover xvesaw the children of the Anakims there.'] 
See ver. 22. All this was true ; but spoken in such a manner, 
as to represent the conquest of the country exceeding diffi- 
cult, if not impossible. So they explain their meaning in 
downright words, (ver. 31.) and so the people understood 
them, Deut. i. 28. where these frightful people are called 
the sons of the Anakims: for they saw, not only those three 
. mentioned before, (ver. 22.) but others also that were de- 
scended from them; who, as I there noted, were gigantic 
persons. So the LXX. translate these words viol yryav- 
rwv, and so the Chaldee; and so the Jews use the word. 
Anakim, to signify giants; particularly Benjamin Tude- 
lensis, p. 3. of his Itinerary: where L'Empereur thinks it 
probable they were called Anakims, <€ k torque quo colla 
superbe cingebant," from a collar or chain, which they 
proudly wore about their necks: for the word Anak pro- 
perly signifies collum torque cingere, (pJ 136.) to wreath a 
chain about the neck. But it is evident they had their 
name from their progenitor, Anak, the son of Arba : whence 
he was so called we do not know. 

Ver. 29. The Amalekites dwell in the land of the south.] 
They do not represent the Amalekites as inhabitants of 
the land of Canaan ; but they observe that they lay on 
the south border of it: where, if they went about to enter, 
in till probability, that nation (which were their early ene- 
mies when they came out of Egypt) would help to oppose 
them in their attempt, as much as the people of Canaan. 
For that is their intention, in tho* following report, to shew 
what a stout people they must encounter, which way soever 
they endeavoured to enter into Canaan. 

And the Hittites, and the Jebusites, and the Amorites.] An 
account of all these see Gen. xv. 20, 21. 

Dwell in the mountains.] Which were in the entrance of 
the land of Canaan, on the south-east part of it. Particu- 
larly the Amorites, it is evident, were planted there, upon 
the mountains of the borders of Canaan, (Deut. i. 27. 44.) 
And many of them had made an expedition into the coun- 
try beyond Jordan, where they had possessed themselves of 
Bashan and Heshbon, and all the land between the rivers 
Jabbok and Arnon. For they were a very warlike people, 
and of great stature, (Amos ii. 9.) which made these search- 
ers of their land afraid of them ; and bid their brethren con- 
sider whether they thought they should be able to dispute 
their passage with them : which they plainly suggest, in 
their opinion, they could not. For the Jebusites were an- 
other mighty people, whom, after the conquest of Canaan, 
they could not of a long time dispossess of Mount Sion. I 
need not say how terrible the Hittites were; for it is pro- 
bable from thence came the word hittha, which signifies a 
fright and sudden consternation; as Bochartus hath ob- 
served in his Phaleg. lib. iv. cap. 3G. 

And the Canaanites.] Those who were particularly called 
by this name : see Gen. xv. 21. 



Dwell by the sea.] It is certain that the Canaanites dwelt 
by the ocean, called the Midland Sea; for they seem to 
have had their names from merchandizing ; for which that 
situation was most proper; and for that reason others of 
them were seated near Jordan. This, I think, is plain from 
Deut. i. 7. And, besides, the word sea alone commonly 
signifies that great ocean.* But, it being plain that they 
were also seated, as it here follows, upon the river Jordan, 
it is possible that by sea may be meant, in this place, the 
Dead Sea, or the Lake of Genesareth, or both of them; be- 
cause they were near Jordan, which ran into them. 

And by the coast of Jordan.] Where the Canaanites were 
also seated, as is evident from Deut. xi. 30. For there 
were both western and eastern Canaanites, as appears from 
Josh. xi. 3. and they are frequently joined with the Periz- 
zites, (particularly Judg. i. 4.) who were a fierce sort of 
rough people, that dwelt in the woody part of the moun- 
tains. So that the intention of the men, who made this re- 
port, Was, to represent to the people, that whether they in- 
vaded the land by the southern parts, or the eastern, they 
would find both strougly guarded by a mighty people, much 
superior to them in force : which account, the following 
verse shews, put the people into a tumult. 

Ver. 30. And Caleb stilled the people.] It is plain by this, 
that the people understood, by their way of speaking, coun- 
tenances, and gestures, that the meaning of these men who 
made this report (which was not false in itself) was, that, 
though the country indeed was very rich and desirable, yet 
-it was impossible for them to drive the inhabitants out of 
it: which put them into a mutinous disposition, as Caleb 
perceived by their looks and their muttering; and therefore 
stepped forth, before it brake out, to quiet their spirits with 
his account of the country and inhabitants, in which Jo- 
shua, no question, joined with him. It is not indeed here 
mentioned, because Caleb, perhaps, stood next to those who 
began to make a commotion, and therefore spake first: but 
he was seconded by Joshua, we may be sure ; because we 
find him mentioned in the next chapter; and, in the first 
place, together with Caleb, as endeavouring to appease the 
tumult. And he is not only exempted from the punishment 
inflicted upon the people for their rebellion, (chap. xiv. 30. 
38.) but is expressly said to have followed the Lord fully, 
as well as Caleb, (chap, xxxii. 12.) 

Before Moses.] The Hebrew phrase el moscheh may sig- 
nify that he stilled them, as they were coming towards 
Moses in a seditious manner; or quieted them so far as to 
make them hearken to Moses; or, as we render it, in his 
presence, when they were ready to fly in his face. One of 
the doctors in the Gemara beforementioncd, (cap.- 9.) 
saith, that Joshua being about to speak, they bitterly re- 
proached him, and would not suffer him to proceed : and 
therefore Caleb thought good to give them a great many 
blandishing words, and to call Moses this son of Anxram, 
which looked like contempt of him; whereby he stilled 
them, and disposed them to listen to him. And then he 
said, " Is not he the person that brought us out of Egypt ; 
that divided the Red Sea for us to pass through it ; that 
gave us manna from heaven? What if he should bid us 
make ladders and climb up into the skies, should we not 
obey him V 9 

And said, Let us go up at once.] Or, go up immediately, 
without a stop. 
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And possess it.] He speaks as if it were already their own 
(as indeed it was, by God's gift), and they needed only enter 
arid take possession of it. . * 

For tve are able to overcome it.] There will be no such 
difficulty, as these men represent, in the conquest of it 

Ver. 31. But the men that went up ivith him.] The rest 
of the company that went to search the land ; who if .they 
had not persisted in their unbelief, the people perhaps might 
have been perfectly appeased by Caleb and Joshua. 

Said, We be not able.] Now they open their minds more 
plainly, in their reply to Caleb, whom they oppose directly; 
and declare their opinion downright, that they were not an 
equal match for their enemies. 

To go up against the people.] To beat them out of the 
mountains which they inhabited. 

For they are stronger than we.] These men had no con- 
fidence in the promise and power of God, on which Caleb 
and Joshua "relied ; but measured all things by human 
strength. 

Ver. 32. And they brought itp an evil report of the land 
which they had searched unto the children of Israel] In the 
heat of their opposition, they now disparage the country 
which they had before praised, (ver. 27.) and also stretch 
theiVreport of the inhabitants beyond the. truth. 

Saying, The land, through which we have gone to search, 
is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof] Unless we 
suppose that there was a great plague at this time in the 
country, as the Hebrews do (who love to excuse their fore- 
fathers' sins), this was a gross lie. But take it as they sup- 
pose, yet this was a very malignant report. For if they 
saw the people of the country every where, as they passed 
along, carrying their neighbours to their graves (as the 
Jews tell the tale), this, which they should have ascribed 
to the providence of God, who sent this mortality, that 
they might have fewer enemies to oppose them, and that 
these spies might pass more freely, and less observed, 
they most wickedly ascribe to the badness of the air: which 
being very unhcalthful to the natives, might well be thought 
would be much more so to strangers. Thus bad minds 
(as the aforesaid Gemara glosses well enough upon this 
stoTy) turn that which God intends for their benefit into 
their hurt. And if we had any better authority for this 
story, the word achal (which we translate eat up) would 
well enough agree with it. For, as Maimonides observes, 
in the' first part of his More Nevoch. (cap. 30.) it is used 
in the Holy Scriptures concerning any kind of consump- 
tion, destruction, or desolation: as here in this book, chap, 
xi. 1. Lev. xxvi. 38. 2 Sam. ii. 26, &e. 

And all the people that we saw in it were men of great 
stature.] The Hebrew phrase is, men of measures, avdpzg 
vTrcp/n'/Kcic, as the LXX. translate it, men of larger size 
than the rest of mankind. Which we have no reason to 
think was true; but having seen the sons of Anak in one 
part of the country, they imagined all the rest of the people 
to be near unto their stature. For this is the description 
of that giant of Gath, mentioned 1 Chron. xx. 6. where he 
is called a man of measure; and 2 Sam. xxi. 20. where he 
is called in the plural number (as they are here), a man of 
measures, avfjo wtiQix?yl%r\Q, a man above the common big- 
ness* And thus very great houses are called houses of mea- 
sure, (Jerem. xxii. 24.) 

Ver. 33. And there we saw giants.] Men of greater bulk 



and strength than the biggest of those very great men, (see 
Gen. vi. 4.) which they spake of in the foregoing words. 

The sons of Anak. ] They had mentioned this once be- 
fore, (ver. 28.) and now repeat it again; because they were 
struck with such a terror at the sight of them, .that they 
were always at their tongue's end. Just as Homer men- 
tions, T/owac Tt Kat "Eicropa, as Bochartus makes the com- 
parison, (lib. i. Canaan, cap. 1.) , . 

Which came of the giants.] Who were descended from 
a gigantic race of men; particularly from Arba, who was 
their grandfather, as Joshua tells us, chap. xiv. 15. xv*. 
13, 14, &e. where he shews how Caleb drove these Anak- 
ims out of their cities, and made them fly to the Philis- 
tines; where there were- some remainders of them till the 
days of David. And others of them, perhaps, fled into 
Greece ; for there was a race of men among the Greeks 
called "AvaKfc ; who Vossius thinks it probable might de- 
scend from these children of Anak, (lib. i. de Orig. et 
Progressu Idolol. cap. 13.) 

And we were in our own sight as grasshoppers.] Their 
fear magnified them above measure ; though, no doubt, they 
were men of such an extraordinary height, that they might 
look upon themselves to be as small and contemptible, as 
grasshoppers are compared with us. And such very tall 
men there are still in some parts of the world, as Job 
Ludolphus observes, in his Commentary upon his Histor. 
Ethiopiea, lib. i. cap. 2. n. 22. 

And so tve were in their sight.] One of the Jewish doctors 
makes bold to call these men liars : for, though their fear 
might make them appear as grasshoppers, yet how could 
they tell, saith he, that they were so in the sight of the chil- 
dren of Anak? Here the Gemarists (in the place I men* 
tioned above, cap. 10.) endeavour to help them out, by 
continuing the tale of the great mortality which was then 
in those countries. Where a funeral-feast (as the manner 
was) being one day made under certain cedar-trees, which 
are very shady; the spies got up to the top of them, to hide 
themselves among the thick boughs : but the people below 
happening to look up, the spies heard them say, There are 
men got up into the trees, who look like grasshoppers. But 
there needs no such inventions to defend them, when an 
hyperbole will do it: their plain meaning being this, that 
the Anakims looked down upon them with the utmost con- 
tempt. i 

By all which it appears, that they had not only a sight 
of the Anakims, but the Anakims also saw them, and 
looked upon them, it is likely, as they did upon other trar 
yellers; who were wont to como thither, either for their 
pleasure, or to traffic in their country; or in their way to 
other places: whom it was not. their custom to. examine 
strictly, whence they came, and what their business was ; 
but let pass to and fro among them freely. r> 



CHAR XIV. 

Ver. 1. JjLND all the congregation^ By all the congrega- 
tion may be here meant, all the great men (for so the phrase 
sometimes signifies), except Caleb and Joshua, and,' per- 
haps, some few others. 

Lifted up their voice, and cried.] Shrieked, and made 5 
loud lamentations. 

4A2 



V 



uigmzea uy microson <& 



543 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap. XIV* 



And the people wept.'} Which put all the people into 
tears. 

That night.'] Which followed after the report made by 
the spies. 

Ver. 2. And all the children of Israel murmured against 
Moses, and against Aaron.] As they had frequently done 
before; but now in a more tumultuous manner. 

And the whole congregation said tinto them.] The great 
men spake in iho name of the whole body of the people* 

Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt!] In a 
fit of fury and despair, they quite forgot how miraculously 
God had brought them from thence; and consequently 
could as easily bring them into Canaan. 

Or, would God that we had died in this wilderness!] When 
several of their brethren were burnt, and smote with a 
very great plague, in this very wilderness of Paran, (chap. 
xi. 1. 33.) 

Ver. 3. Wlierefore hath the Lord brought us into this 
land.] Having vented their passion against God's minis- 
ters, they most undutifully accuse him, as if he had dealt 
deceitfully with them. 

To fall by the sword.] Of the children of Anak, who they 
fancied were irresistible. 

TJiat our wives and children should be a prey.] To the 
people of Canaan, after all the men of Israel were killed. 

Were it not better for us to return into Egypt?] Their rage 
deprived them of the use of their reason. 

Ver. 4. And they said one to another, Let us make a 
captain, and let us return into Egypt.] They knew that 
Moses would not conduct them thither; and therefore they 
thought of choosing another leader. But, though they might 
in a raging fit speak of returning to Egypt, yet it is an 
amazing thing that they should continue in this madness, 
and deliberate about it; nay, actually appoint them a cap- 
tain, as Nehemiah saith they did, chap. ix. 17. For how 
could they get thither without food? which they could not 
expect God would send them from heaven, when they had 
forsaken him. Or how could they hope to find their way, 
when his cloud, which directed them, was withdrawn from 
them? Or hope to deal with those that might oppose their 
passage, if they hit upon the right way? And after all, if 
they came into Egypt, what entertainment could they look 
for there, among a people, whose king, and princes, and 
first-born, had lately perished on their account? Nothing 
can be said in answer to these things, but that outrageous 
discontent will not suffer men to consider any thing, but 
that which grieves them; and that foul ingratitude and 
forgctfulncss of God's benefits, throws them into such dis- 
contents. 

Ver. 5. And Moses and Aaron fell on their faces.] To 
deprecate God's displeasure; which lately arose against 
them, upon a less occasion than this, (chap. xi. 33.) and 
they might justly fear would now destroy them all, for their 
incurable infidelity; as Josephus explains it. 

Before all the assembly of the congregation of the children 
of Israel.] Some fancy, that their falling down before them, 
was to beseech them to desist from their murmuring; and 
to trust in God, who would go before them, and fight for 
them; .as he saith he told them, Deut. i. 29, 30. But fall- 
ing on their faces being the posture of the most humble 
supplicants to God, and not to men, (as all understand it 
in other places, particularly chap. xvi. 4. xx. 6.) their fall- 



ing down before the assembly Signifies no more, but that in 
their presence Moses and Aaron humbled themselves 
deeply before the Divine Majesty; and prayed to him 
with the greatest earnestness to forgive them, and to be- 
stow a better mind upon them. Which they did in their 
presence, to awaken them to consider the danger they were 
in by their heinous sin; that they themselves might cry to 
him for mercy. For the usual posture of prayer in that 
nation was standing; but in very great distress, and 
anxiety of mind, when they were exceeding solicitous to 
obtain their petition, they kneeled down, and sometimes 
fell on their faces; which was still a sign of greater ardour 
and concernment, as appears from our blessed Saviour, 
■(Matt. xxvi. 39. Luke xxii. 41.) 

Ver. 6. And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh, which were of them that searched the land, rent 
their clothes.] As the manner was, on any sad and doleful 
occasion; especially when they heard any man blaspheme 
the Divine Majesty; in detestation of the impiety, and to 
declare their sorrow, and indignation, and dread of God's 
judgments; as appears from Jerem. xxxvi. 24. where the 
stupidity of Jehoiachim and his servants is represented by 
this, that when they heard the words which the prophet de- 
clared in God's name against Judah, they were not afraid, 
nor rent their garments. 

Ver. 7. And they spake unto all the company of the 
children of Israel, saying.] This shewed great courage, 
that they durst declare their opinion, contrary to the sense 
of so great a multitude. 

The land which we passed through to search it is an ex- 
ceeding good land.] This is opposed to what their fellows 
had said, that it was a land which ate up its inhabitants, 
(chap. xiii. 32.) Quite contrary they assure them it was 
very, very good, as the words are in the Hebrew; and so 
expressed by the Chaldee, and the LXX. exceeding, ex- 
ceeding good: that is, every way desirable; for thus the 
Hebrews express the superlative degree. 

Ver. 8. If the Lord delight in us, then he will bring us 
into this land, and give it us.] If we do not forfeit his 
favour, he will make us so happy, as to drive out the 
Canaanites, and settle us in the possession of this land. 

A land which jloweth with milk and honey.] As their com- 
panions themselves had confessed, (chap. xiii. 37.) 

Ver. 9. Only rebel ye not against the Lord.] By slighting 
his goodness, by murmuring, and discontented speeches, 
and talking of going back to Egypt, (ver. 2—4.) 

Neither fear ye the people of the land.] This is opposed 
to what the rest of the spies had said, concerning the 
mighty power and strength of the inhabitants of Canaan, 
(chap. xiii. 28, 29. 31, &c.) 

For they are bread for us.] We shall as easily vanquish 
them as we eat our meat. 

Tlieir defence is departed from them.] In the Hebrew the 
words are, their shadow; whereby men being defended from 
heat in those countries, it signifies the protection which 
God gives men from those things that might hurt them : 
which Divine protection, they tell the people, was now 
withdrawn from the Canaanites, who had filled up the mea- 
sure of their iniquities, (Gen. xv. 16.) and now were ex- 
posed as a prey to the Israelites. 

And the Lord is with us.] For, on the contrary, they en- 
treat the people to consider that God, who was departed 
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from the Canaanites, was with them, to aid and assist them 
in the conquest of the country : and for both these reasons 
they needed not to fear them. So they conclude their 
speech, like men of an undaunted spirit, in these .words ; 
fear them not. 

Ver. 10. But all the congregation.] The Hebrew words 
col ha edah, as I observed, ver. 1. signifies all the great 
tnen; the rulers of the rest. 

Bade stone them with stones.'] Ordered the people to 
stone them to death; as they had done, it is likely, if they 
had not been deteff ed from the attempt by the appearance 
of the Divine Majesty. For the Hebrew word amar (as 
Maimonides observes in his More Nevochim, par. i. cap. 
65.) is used, not only concerning that which is spoken or 
thought, 'but of what is decreed and resolved. And he pro- 
duces these words as an instance of it, together withExod. 
ii. 14. 2Sam.xxi. 1G. 

And the glory of the Lord appeared.] The Schechinah 
which resided within the tabernacle, upon the mercy-seat, 
now openly appeared, in a bright flaming light, like fire : 
and, in all probability, after such an amazing manner, as 
terrified them from their design. Thus it appeared on 
Mouut Sinai, to fright them from approaching near unto it, 
Exod. xxiv. 17. (from whence Moses saith, the Lord thy 
God is a consuming fire, Dcut. iv. 24.) and thus it appeared 
afterward, Numb. xvi. 19. 42. 

In the tabernacle of the congregation.] Or rather upon the 
tabernacle (for in the tabernacle the people could not have 
seen it, as now they did), over the most holy place ; which 
the cloud constantly covered, over tho mercy-seat, where 
the Divine Glory dwelt: (see chap. ix. 15.) 

Before all the children of Israel] Both to fright them, as 
I said, from their purpose of stoning Joshua and Caleb; 
and to shew his anger and displeasure at their rebellion, 
which, it is likely, appeared by the flashes that came from 
the glorious flame. 

Ver. 11. And the Lord said unto Moses.] In answer, I 
suppose, unto his prayer, (ver. 5.) 

How long will this people provoke me?] Shall I always 
bear with their most undutiful behaviour ; which will pro- 
voke the greatest patience unto anger? 

How long will it be ere they believe me.] Dost thou not see 
that their unbelief is incurable ? 

For all the signs which I have shewed unto them ?] Since 
they continue in it, notwithstanding all the wonders I have 
done, to convince them of my power and faithfulness. 

Ver. 12. I will smite them with the pestilence.] Send a pes- 
tilential disease among them to sweep them away at once, 
as the fifteenth verse interprets it, (sec Exod. xxxii. 10.) 
• And disinherit them.] And so deprive them and theirs of 
the country which I promised to their fathers for an inhe- 
ritance, (Gen. xv. 7.) This was not an irrevocable decree, 
but a threatening which God changed into another severe 
punishment. 

And will make of thee a greater nation, and mightier 
than they.] Fulfil my prpmisc to Abraham, by making thee 
the father of a more numerous people, and more powerful 
than they whom I reject. 

Ver. 13. And Moses said unto the Lord, Then the Egyp- 
tians will hear it, (for thou broughtest up this people by thy 
might from among them.)] It is an abrupt kind of speech, 
proceeding from the great disturbance which this threaten- 



ing made in his mind ; being as much as if he had said, If 
thou thus destroy them, the Egyptians, when they hear of 
it, will triumph ; and thou wilt lose all the honour thou 
hast got, by the wonderful deliverance thou didst work for 
thy people from their bondage. 

Ver. 14. And they will tell it to the inhabitants of this 
land.] Or rather, they will say to the inhabitants of this 
land, i. e. the Canaanites, with whom the Egyptians had 
frequent commerce. 

For they have heard, &c] The word for is not in the He- 
brew: and the sense will be more plain if we omit it, and 
translate the whole thus ; They will say to the inhabitants 
of this land, they have heard that thou Lord art among this 
people: that is, that there was a glorious token of thy pre- 
sence among us. 

■ Tliat thou Lord art seen face: to face.] And spakestto us 
from Mount Sinai out of that glorious cloud, which there 
appeared unto all the people, (Exod. xix. 18. xx, 1. xxiv/ 
16, 17. Deut. iv..l2.) 

And that thy cloud standeth over them.] Numb. x. 34. 

And that thou goest before them by day-time in a pillar of 
a cloud, and in a pillar of fire by night.] Exod. xiii. 21. 

Ver. 15. Now if thou shalt kill all this people.] Or rather, 
but thou hast killed all this people. 

As one man.] On a sudden, with one stroke; as if they 
had all but one life. 

Tlien the nations which have heard the fame of thee will 
speak, saying.] Of which the nations that have heard the 
forenamed report of thy majesty will make this construc- 
tion. 

Ver. 1G. Because the Lord was not able to bring this peo- 
ple into the land.] Because he whom they called Omni- 
potent, was indeed defective in his power; which at last 
failed him, so that he could not complete what he had un- 
dertaken! 

Which he sware unto them.] Gen. xv. 17, 18. xxiv. 7. 

Therefore he hath slain them in the wilderness.] Killed 
them all, before they came to the land he had solemnly 
promised to them; for that was an easier work than to 
make good his word. 

The sum of this argument is, that it would be a great 
disparagement to the Divine Majesty if he now destroyed 
this nation ; because his enemies would conclude, he had 
deluded them with false promises, which he wanted power 
to effect. 

Ver. 17. And now, I beseech thee, let the power of my 
Lord be great.] That is, let it appear to be unlimited,. by 
bringing them into the land which he sware to give them, 
(ver. 1G.) or by pardoning their sin, which had provoked 
his high displeasure against them, (ver. 11.) For by power 
may be meant either that which is properly called by that 
name, viz. his omnipotence, which can conquer all oppo- 
sition ; or his mercy and clemency, in overcoming his an- 
ger, and bearing with an ungrateful people : which agrees 
very well with what follows; but both tend to the same 
meaning, that he would not destroy them, but bestow the 
land of Canaan upon them according to his intentions. 

According as thou hast spoken.] Which will be suitable 
to thy blessed nature, which thou didst proclaim to me 
when thy glory passed by me, (seo Exod. xxxi. 22. xxxiv, 
5, G.) 

Ver. 18. Tlie Lord is long-sujfering, and of great mercy, 
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forgiving iniquity, &c] In these very words (though some- 
thing more largely) God proclaimed his name to Moses; 
when he shewed him his glory, Exod. xxxiv. G,7. where 
they nre explained. 

And by no means clearing the guilty.] Even these words 
(according to the interpretation I have there given of them) 
are a plain argument to move the Divine goodness to par- 
don their sin. But the next word3 [visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children, be] seem to be directly 
contrary to the intention of his petition, till it be consi- 
dered, that they had not now committed idolatry, against 
which sin, God, in these words, particularly declares his 
severity; and that Moses did not now plead for an abso- 
lute pardon without any punishment at all, but only that he 
would not destroy the whole nation as one man, and ut- 
terly disinherit them, as he seemed resolved to do, (ver. 
12. 15.) This threatening he hoped his gracious nature 
would incline him to revoke; notwithstanding which ho 
might visit the sin of the fathers upon the children, unto the 
third and fourth generation; that is, punish them and their 
posterity a long time. And so this latter part of the verse 
is to be interpreted, (according to what I observed, Exod. 
xxxiv. 7.) in making desolate he will not make quite deso- 
late, though he visit the iniquity of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren, &c. 

Ver. 19. Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this peo- 
ple.'] So far as not to destroy them utterly. 

According to the greatness of thy mercy.] Which God 
himself had proclaimed, (ver. 18.) 

As thou hast forgiven this people from Egypt even until 
now.] This looks like an argument against them : for they 
having provoked him so often as they had done since they 
came out of Egypt, in the space of one year and little 
more, (see ver. 22.) and been as often forgiven, it might 
seem more reasonable that he should now punish them, 
and not forgive them any more. But he appeals to that 
long-suffering goodness which he mentions as the prime 
character of the Divine Nature, (ver. 18.) which, though it 
had been exercised by them many ways> yet he hoped 
would still bear longer with them. 

Ver. 20. And the Lord said, I have pardoned, according 
to thy word.] Granted thy desire, not. to destroy them ut- 
terly and altogether, (ver. 12. 15.) 

Ver. 21. But as truly as Hive, all the earth shall be filled 
with the glory of the Lord.] In the Hebrew the words run 
plainly thus, As true as I live, and that all the earth shall 
be (or hath been) filled with the glory of the Lord. For so 
the Egyptians themselves confessed, (ver. 14.) that the 
fame of it was come to them; and afterward he did many 
more wonderful things when he brought them into Canaan: 
unto which (if these words be taken in the future tense) ho 
hath respect, when he saith, as true as that he would in a 
most glorious manner subdue the Canaanitcs, not one of 
these murmuring Israelites should come into that good land. 

Ver. 22. .Because all those men, &c] The sense would 
have been clear if we had left out the word because, as wo 
might have done, the Hebrew particle Id being sometimes 
only an expletive, or if we had translated it that, as it sig- 
nifies in Gen. xxii. 17. and many other places. For the 
meaning plainly is, though the words be something intri- 
cate, that all the men of whom he is speaking should pe- 
rish, and not one of them come into Canaan. 



Which-have setn my glory.] Which appeared to them 
in the cloud upon Mount Sinai, and resided in the taber- 
nacle. 

And my miracles which 1 did in Egypt.] Mentioned in 
the fourth, seventh, eighth, and following chapters of the 
book of Exodus. 

And in the wilderness.] Where he divided the lied Sea 
for them to pass through on dryland, and gave them manna 
constantly from heaven, with water out of a rock, which 
followed them whithersoever they went, &c. 

And have tempted me now these ten times.] That is, very 
oft, as this phrase ten times signifies, (Gen. xxxi. 7. 41. 
Nehem. iv. 12. Job xix. 3.) But some of the Hebrews 
will not be satisfied with this explication, but endeavour 
to find out precisely just ten provocations of which they 
were guilty: though, to do this, they are forced to begin 
with one which fell out before they came to the Red Sea, 
(Exod. xiv. 11, 12.) and all the other nine they find in the 
wilderness. (See Pirke Avoth. cap. 5. and Paulus Fagins's 
Scholia upon it; with Genebrard upon Psal. ixxviii. 4G.) 
Mr. Mede hath observed, that to tempt God, in Scripture 
language, is to provoke him by some presumptuous fact to 
anger; as it were, to try whether heVill punish or not; or, 
in fewer words, to dare God, (book i. Discourse 26. p. 
153.) And the following words in the next verse justify 
this notion in this place. 

And have not hearkened to my voice.] This seems parti- 
cularly to refer to their disobedience, when he bade them 
go tip, and possess the land of Canaan; notwithstanding, 
they would not go tip, but rebelled against the command* 
ment of the Lord their God, (Deut. i. 21. 2G, &c.) * 

Ver. 23. Surely they shall not see the land, Sec] The He- 
brew particle im, when it follows an oath, is to be sim- 
ply translated not. And so the words run clearly here, 
they shall not see the land which Isware unto their fathers. 

Neither shall any of them that provoked me see it.] This 
is but an explication of the foregoing words, and might 
have been better translated, even all that provoked me (by 
their discontent and murmuring, &c. ver. 1 — 3.) they shall 
not seeit. This heavy doom was passed upon them on the 
ninth day of the month Ab (which answers to our July), as 
Moses Kotzensis reports the opinion of their doctors : on 
which day, they say, both the first and second temples 
were levelled with the ground ; and Bitter, likewise, a 
great city, was taken on the same day, in which were many 
thousand Jews ; who, with their king (as they called him), 
Ben Cosiba, and his whole army, were cut in pieces. And 
to make this day still more dismal, Turnus Bufus, one of 
the Boman captains, ploughed up the ground on which the 
temple and buildings about it stood upon this very day. 
(See Wagenseil upon Gemara Sotee, cap. 7. sect. 10; 
annot. 8.) 

Ver. 24. But my servant Caleb.] He alone is here parti- 
cularly mentioned, because this is the first proof we read 
of his sincerity and resolution. But Joshua is as much 
concerned in this character and promise, whose faith and 
courage were tried, as soon as they came out of Egypt, by 
fighting with the Amalekites. And therefore there was no 
need to speak here of his integrity: though afterward it is 
expressly remembered, in the very same words used in this 
place concerning Caleb, (chap, xxxii. 12.) And here be- 
low in this chapter, (ver. 30.) he is assured of coming into 
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the land of promise as well as Caleb, with whom he joined 
in opposing the mutinous multitude, (ver. 6.) where he is 
named first in that heroic action. 

Because he had another spirit with him.] Was otherways 
affected (as we now speak), trusting in the power and pro- 
mise of God, and not at all afraid of the strength of their 
enemies. 

And hath followed me fully.] The Hebrew phrase is, 
hath fulfilled after me; i.e. completed his obedience to 
me ; or fulfilled my will and commands in every thing : 
being not only full of courage himself, but endeavouring to 
put it into others, (Deut. i. 36.) 

Him will I bring into the land whereunto he went.] Into Ca- 
naan : particularly to Hebron, and the parts about it; which 
were bestowed upon him by the order of Moses himself, 
(Josh. xiv. 9. 13, &c f see chap. xiii. of this book, ver. 22.) 

And his seed shall jwssess it.] Or, as some translate it, 
sliall expel it; i. e. drive out the inhabitants of that place, 
and the parts adjacent, as we read he and his brother did, 
(Josh. xv. 13—15, &c.) 

Ver. 25. Now the Amalekites and the Canaanites dwelt in 
the valley.] These words being read without a parenthesis, 
in conjunction with those that follow, are very plain, being 
thus translated; both the Amalekites and the Canaanites 
dwell in the valley j that is, at present lie in wait for you 
at the bottom of the other side of the mountain. For they 
were not far from one another, (chap. xiii. 29.) and the 
Hebrews use the word jashah for any abode in any place, 
though it be not a settlement, but for a short time. (See 
ver. 45.) 

To-morrow turn yon.] Therefore, do not go forward, as 
I formerly commanded you, lest you fall into their am- 
bushes ; but face about, and return from whence you came, 
&c. This he bade them do to-morrow, i. e. hereafter; at 
their next removal : for they did remain some days in Ka- 
desh before they turned about, (Deut. i. ult.) And so the 
word to-morrow is used in Exod. xiii. 14. for the time to 
come. 

And get you into the wilderness, by the way of the Red 
Sea.] Into that wilderness which led to the Red Sea, and 
so to Egypt, whither they desired to return, (ver. 3, 4.) 
This command was so grievous to them, that it set them, 
as I take it, into a new fit of murmuring: which is the occa- 
sion of what follows in the next verses, 26, 27. 

Ver. 26. And the Lord spake unto Moses, and unto Aaron, 
saying.] He now speaks unto Aaron, what he only spake 
to Moses before, (ver. 11.) 

Ver. 27. How long shall I bear with this evil congrega- 
tion.] It is a short imperfect sort of speech in the Hebrew, 
such as men use when they are very angry; how long to 
this evil congregation, i. e. shall I shew mercy : which is the 
same with beartvith them, as we translate it, to supply the 
sense. 

Which murmur against me?] Whom nothing will please, 
unless they have their own will in every thing. 

I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel, 
which they murmur against me.] This seems to signify that 
there was anew discontent; which, in all likelihood, arose, 
because God would not conduct them forward to Canaan; 
but bade them go back from whence they came: which 
order he tells them, in the following words, he would never 
revoke. 



Ver. 28. Say unto them, As truly as Hive, saith the Lord.] 
This oath made what he had resolved unalterable. 

As ye have spoken in mine ears.] See chap. v. 2. 

So will I do unto you.] Give you your own wishes, to 
die in the wilderness; which was exactly fulfilled, (chap. 
xxvi. 65.) 

Ver. 2.9. Your carcasses shall fall in this wilderness.] He 
repeats their own desire. 

And all that were numbered of you.] Which number was 
taken abont half a year ago ; as we read in the first chap- 
ter of this book, (ver. 3. 18, &c.) 

According to your whole number, from twenty years old 
and upward.] Which amounted in all to six hundred and 
three thousand five hundred and fifty, (ver. 46.) besides the 
Levites, who were not numbered at this time, as we read in 
the next verse, 47. And when they were numbered, their 
number was not taken from twenty years old; but from a 
month old and upward, (chap. iii. 15.) And therefore, the 
Levites are not comprehended in the heavy sentence here 
denounced, no more than the children under twenty years 
old, or the wives of ,the men that murmured; but only the 
men of war, who were above twenty years old. And ac- 
cordingly we find Eleazar, who is mentioned at the num- 
bering of the Levites, (chap. iii. 32.) alive at the dividing 
of the land of Canaan, (Josh. xiv. 1.) 

Ver. 30. Doubtless ye shall not come into the land.] He 
would not have them retain the least hope of having this 
sentence reversed, being established by God's oath. 

Concerning which I sware to make you dwell in.] Not to 
make these particular men, but the seed of Abraham inhabit 
it; as Grotius rightly observes, (lib. ii. de Jure Belli et 
Pacis, cap. 13. sect. 3.) The land was promised by oath, 
nonpersonis, sed populo, not to persons, but to the people; 
viz. to the posterity of those unto whom God sware to giv6 
it, (ver. 23.) Now such a promise, as he observes, may be 
performed at any time, because it is not tied to certain 
persons. 

Save Caleb the son ofJephnnneh, and Joshua the son of 
Nun.] They are excepted, because they had distinguished 
themselves from the rest, by their eminent faith and courage^ 
in the midst of a perverse generation. 

Ver. 31. But your little ones.] All under twenty years old. 

IVIiich ye said should be a prey.] He upbraids them with 
their discontented and distrustful language, (ver. 3.) 

Them will I bring in, and they shall know the land.] That 
is, enjoy it. ■** 
. Which ye have despised.] See chap. xiii. 32. 

Ver. 32* But as for you, your carcasses, they shall fall in 
this wilderness.] lie repeats it again, to make them sensible 
of the certainty of it; and, in their own words, (ver. 2.) to 
humble and put them to confusion. 

Ver. 33. And your children shall wander.] So the Chaldeb 
interpret what in the Hebrew is shall feed, or graze, as sheep 
do in the deserts. Or rather, after the manner of the Ara- 
bian shepherds, who could not stay long in one place, but 
were forced to remove their tents to another, that they might 
find pasture for their flocks. So R. Solomon interprets it. 

Forty years.] Reckoning from their first coming out, of 
Egypt ; from whence they were brought into the wilderness 
a. year, and a half ago ; and now are condemned to make up 
their time of wrandering in it full forty years. 

And bear your whoredoms.] That is, the punishment of 
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their whoredoms ; as idolatry is peculiarly called, (chap. 
xv. 39. Exod. xxxiv.15. Jerem. Hi. 14.) of which they had 
been guilty presently after they came out of Egypt, when 
they made tho golden calf and worshipped it; and con- 
tinued other idolatrous practices, (Lev. xvii. 5. 7.) which 
God punishes now that he visits their present rebellion. 
For it was not that alone to which he threatens this punish- 
ment, but ho reckons with them for all the rest of their 
iniquities, (Deut. ix. 18. 24.) especially for the greatest of 
them all, which he declared he would not forget to punish 
upon any new occasion, (see Exod. xxxii. 34.) which they 
now gave him. It must be acknowledged, also, that other 
heinous sins are called by this name of whoredoms in Scrip- 
ture, as well as idolatry, (Psalm lxxiii. 26.) See Mr. Sel- 
den, lib. iii. Uxor. Hebr. cap. 23. p. 489. 

Until your carcasses be wasted in the wilderness.] This is 
the third time he reflects upon their foolish -wish, (ver. 29.32.) 
Ver. 34. After the number of the days in which ye searched 
the land, even forty days.] See chap. xiii. 25. 

(Each day for a year) shall ye bear your iniquities, even 
forty years.] Reckoning the time past, since they came into 
the wilderness, which was a year and a half: so that the 
meaning is, they should wander forty years in the wilder- 
ness before they got out of it. Which is not to be under- 
stood so precisely as to want nothing at all of it: for they 
came out of Egypt on the fifteenth day of the first month, 
on the morrow after the Passover, (chap, xxxiii. 3.) and 
they came into Canaan and pitched in Gilgal, upon the 
tenth day of the first month of the one-and-fortieth year 
after their departure from Egypt; (Josh. iv. 19.) and, con- 
sequently, there wanted five days of full forty years. 

And ye shall know my breach of promise.] In the Hebrew 
the words are no more than these, ye shall know my breach: 
which the ancients understand of God's breaking in upon 
them, to take vengeance of them for their sin. So the 
LXX. y'vuxnvSz top Svpbv tt\q bpyr\$ /*ou, ye shall know the 
fury of my anger; and the Vulgar translates it, ultionem 
meam, my vengeance: that is, you shall find that I am tho 
avenger of iniquity. And it is the same, if we understand 
my breach to signify God's departure from them, who had 
so shamefully departed from him. Or, according to our 
translation, it signifies, a revocation of the blessing promised 
to them : which was so nullified, that they were left without 
any hope of having the like promise of entering into Canaan 
Tenewed to them. 

Ver. 35. I the Lord have said.] Decreed and pronounced 

this sentence. 

I will surely do it to all this evil congregation.] Break 

from them; or break in upon them, to consume them, and 

utterly disinherit this untoward generation. 

That are gatltered together against me.] Whom they ac- 
cused, as well as Moses and Aaron, (ver. 2, 3.) 

In tins wilderness they shall be consumed, and there shall 

they die.] The repetition cfthis so frequently (ver. 29. 32, 

33.) was to convince them tho decree was peremptory and 

irreversible. 

Ver. 36. And the men which Moses pent to search the land.] 

That is, ten of them. 

Who returned.] See chap. xiii. 25, 26. 

And made all the congregation to murmur against him, by 

bringing up a slander upon the land.'] See chap. xiii. 31, 

32. xiv. 2. 



Ver. 37. Even those men, &o. died by the plague.] Either 
by tho pestilence, .threatened ver. 12. or by lightning, or 
some other sudden death: about which there is a dispute 
among the Hebrew doctors, in the Gemara on Sota, cap. 7. 
sect. 11. where some of them say they died of a quinsy, 
which choked them; or, as others, their tongues swelled, 
and hung out of their mouths down to their navels, and 
were full of worms, &c. So that their punishment was , 
suitable to their sin (as they conclude); with their tongues 
they offended, and in their tongues they suffered. 

Before the £ord.] Whose glory appeared upon the taber- 
nacle, before them all, (ver. 10.) unto which I take these 
words to relate; signifying that they died in his presence 
(and perhaps by a flash of fire from thence), on that very 
day upon which this murmuring was raised by their false 
report. 

Ver. 38. But Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh, which were of the men that went to search the 
land.] Here Joshua is mentioned with Caleb/ and placed 
first (as in the sixth verse), as Caleb was in ver. 30. Which 
shews there was no difference made between them. 

Lived still.] This is set down to shew God's faithfulness 
in his promise to them : who, I suppose, were now in the 
company of the rest of the searchers of the land, before the 
Lord, and had no hurt, when all the other ten fell down dead 
on a sudden; which made their preservation the more re- 
markable. 

Ver. 39. And Moses told all these sayings nnto all the 
children of Israel.] Acquainted them with the doom which 
God had passed upon them. 

And the people mourned greatly.] Were extremely af- 
flicted at the news; but did not beseech him to pray for 
them; (as at other times, chap. xi. 2.) because he had told 
them the doom was irreversible. 

Ver. 40. And they rose np early.] Or, but they rose up. 

In the morning.] The next morning after they were told 
w T hat God had decreed against them. 

And gat them up into the top of the mountain.] They re- 
solved they would go up ; or they prepared themselves for 
it: for they did not yet actually go up; as appears by the 
following words. 

Saying, Lo, we be here.] We are ready to do as Joshua 
and Caleb exhorted us, chap. xiii. 30. xiv. 9. They seem 
now to be as forward, as before they were backward to go 
to possess the land : which their rising early signified. 

And we will go up to the place which the Lord liath pro- 
mised.] They pretend now to depend upon his promise, and 
to trust he will make it good. 

For we have suined.] Are sensible of our sin, and fepent 
of it. Or, though we have sinned, yet we hope he will 
make good his promise. 

Ver. 4L. And Moses said, Wherefore now do you trans- 
gress the commandment of the Lord.] Why do you still con- 
tinue in your disobedience to God; who commands yon to 
return, and not to go forward ? (ver. 25.) 

But it shall not prosper.] You shall not succeed in your 
enterprise; which these words shew they stood ready to 
take in hand. 

Ver. 42. Go not up.] Though they sought the renewal of 
God's promise with tears, (ver. 39.) and now were ready 
to testify their repentance with the hazard of their lives, he 
would not recal the sentence passed upon them. 
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For the Lord is not among you.] The cloud did not stir 
to conduct them ; by which they might have understood 
that their attempt was presumptuous. 

That ye be not smitten before your enemies.'] Who, with- 
out God's help, would be too strong for them. 

Ver. 43. For the Amalekites and the Canaanites are there 
before you.] Either they were removed out of the valley 
where they Avere before, (ver. 23.) or, their main body be- 
ing there below, they sent a strong party to possess them- 
selves of the top of the mountain, and to make good the 
pass against the Israelites. 

And ye shall fall by the sword.] Lose your lives in the 
attempt. 

Because ye are turned away from the Lord, therefore the 
Lord will not be with you.] This was a powerful reason 
to check their motion, and to restrain them from their at- 
tempt: but, after the manner of obstinate sinners, they go 
on still in their unbelief; as the next words inform us. 

Ver. 44. But they presumed to go up to thehill-top.] They 
audaciously endeavoured to ascend the monntain, against 
the Divine command : which is a strange instance of hard- 
ened infidelity. 

Nevertheless, the arJc of the covenant of the Lord, and 
Moses, departed not out of the camp.] The cloud stood still 
over the tabernacle; and therefore Moses, and the Levites, 
and the ark (Avhich went before them, when they first re- 
moved from Sinai, chap, x.33.) did not stir out of the place 
where they were encamped to conduct them. But this 
seems to signify that all the other camps, except that of 
the Levites, i. e. the whole body of armed men, moved 
without the guidance of God ; who would not favour them, 
because they moved against his express command. 

Ver. 45. Then the Amalekites came down, and the Ca- 
naanites.] With whom the Amoritcs also joined,(sce Deut. 
i.44.) 

Which dwelt in that MIL] Who had posted themselves 
there, and possessed themselves of the top of the mountain, 
(ver. 43. and see ver. 25.) 

And smote them.] Having a great advantage of them that 
were climbing up the hill: from whence they came pouring 
down upon them. 

And discomfited them.] It is not said how great a slaugh- 
ter they made of them; but it is likely it was not small, 
because they chased them a good way. Thus began God's 
threatening to be immediately fulfilled, (that their carcasses 
should fall in that wilderness, ver.' 29.) by their own wil- 
fulness. 

Even unto Hormah.] A place in the confines of Canaan, 
near the Dead Sea : so called from the destruction that was 
here made of the Israelites, and afterward of the Canaanites, 
(chap. xxi. 3. Judg. i. 17.) And upon the occasion of this 
calamity which befelthe Israelites, and the great mortality 
which followed, while they stayed in the wilderness, Moses 
is thought to have penned the ninetieth Psalm; in which he 
signifies the life of man was now shortened, and reduced to 
seventy or eighty years; that is, made but half as long as 
their forefathers'. 

CHAP. XV. 

Ver. 1. jzLND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] We 
read in Deut. i. nit. that they abode in Kadesh (where the 
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foregoing murmuring was) many days: during which time 
(and in the latter part of this second year after they cams 
out of Egypt), it is very probable all that we read in this 
chapter, and in the four folIoAving, Avas transacted* 

Ver. 2. Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto 
them.] These words were not directed to the whole congre- 
gation, but to the younger sort, who had not forfeited the 
favour of God, as their fathers had done ; several of which, 
it is likely, were already dead, according to the doom God 
had passed upon them; and the rest looked upon them- 
selves as disinherited: (chap. xiv. 12.) and therefore these 
precepts were not delivered to them. 

Wlien ye come into the land of yonr habitations, which I 
give unto you.] This shews he speaks to the children of the 
murmurers, whom he promised to bring into the land of 
Canaan, (chap. xiv. 31.) and would therefore have well in- 
structed in the manner of sacrificing, wherein Go d's wor- 
ship and service very much consisted; which is the reason 
why he further explains Avhat he had heretofore said about 
this matter. But hence it appears, that they were not 
bound to observe these laAvs till they came to Canaan. 

Ver. 3. And will make an offering by fire unto the Lord.] 
This comprehends all the sacrifices which were burnt upon 
the altar, either in the whole or in part. 

A burnt-offering.] This Avas the principal, and most an- 
cient sacrifice of all other; which was wholly burnt upon 
the altar, every morning and every evening, (Exod. xxix. 
40.) of Avhich he treats in the first of Leviticus. 

Of a sacrifice.] This undoubtedly signifies peace-offerings, 
as appears from ver. 8. and from the Avords here following; - 
and likewise from the use of the word sacrifice in other 
places, (Exod. xviii. 12. Levit. xvii. 5. 8.) and from this 
consideration also, that sin-offerings had no meat-offerings 
attending on them, but only in the case of a leper, (Lev. 
xiv. 10.) 

In performing a vow, or in a free-will-offering.] These 
Avords explain Avhat he means by a sacrifice, viz. peace-of- 
ferings; Avhich were offered in performance of some vow, 
or freely of their own accord, (Lev. vii. 1G. xxii. 21.) or 
by God's command upon their solemn feasts ; as it here 

folIOAVS. 

And in your solemn feftsts.] Mentioned Levit. xxiii. (See 
there, ver. 37. and Numfy xxix. 39.) 

To make a sweet savour unto the Lord.] Levit. i. 9. 

Of the herd or oftheflobk.] Under the Avord^ocA: is com- 
prehended both kids and larhbs: for the HebreAV Avords tson 
and seh signify both ; as many have observed, particularly 
Bochart in his Hierozoicon, (par. i. lib. ii. cap. 42.) 

Ver. 4. Then shall he that offereth his offering unto the 
Lord.] Of any of the forenamed sorts. 

Bring a meat-offering.] As a necessary appurtenance to 
such sacrifices. 

Of a tenth-deal of flour.] That is, the tenth part of an 
cphah, (as is expressly declared, chap, xxviii. 5.) Avhich 
Avas an omer: (see Exod. xvi. 36.) 

Mingled with the fourth part of a hin of oil.] See Exod.* 
xxix. 40. In this, such meat-offerings as Avere accessaries 
to other offerings, and a part of the sacrifice, Avhich went 
before, differed from those meat-offerings Avhich were not 
dependant upon a foregoing sacrifice, but offered alone by 
themselves : for in these latter the oil Avas only poured 
upon the meat-offering, (Lev. ii. 1, &c.) and not mingled 
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and macerated with the flour; as it is here ordered : and 
there was this further difference between them, that those 
meat-offerings which were accessary to other sacrifices, 
were all burnt on the altar, in honour of God, as Josephus 
Observes, lib. iii. cap. 10. but when a meat-offering was 
solitary (as we may call it), as the principal offering which 
a man then made, a little part of it only was burnt upon 
the altar, and the priest had the rest ; as appears from the 
second chapter of Leviticus. 

Ver. 5. And a fourth of a hin of wine for a drink-offering 
shalt thou prepare.] See Exod. xxix. 40. 

With the burnt-offering or sacrifice.] Whether it were a 
whole burnt-offering, or a peace-offering, (ver. 3.) this 
wine was wholly poured upon the altar; and the priest had 
none of it. 

For one lamb.] It was the same for one kid. If there 
were more than one, the drink-offering, as well as the meat- 
offering, was increased; particularly upon the sabbath, 
(chap, xxviii. 9.) And the true reason why meat-offerings 
and drink-offerings are required to attend upon the burnt- 
offerings and peace-offerings, was, because these sacrifices 
were a feast, and are called the bread or food of God, 
(chap, xxviii. 2.) And therefore, as bread and wine, as well 
as flesh, are our refection; so God required them at his 
table. And salt, though not here named, was also added, 
(because it was to be omitted in no sacrifice, Lev. ii. 13.) 
as also frankincense; because it is said both ver. 7. and 
ver. 10. this drink-offering was for a sweet savour unto the 
Lord; which seems to allude to the fragrancy of frankin- 
cense. 

This was a thing so well known, that the heathen imi- 
tated this practice, in all their sacrifices, which were ever 
accompanied with a meat-offering: insomuch that Pliny 
saith, without this mola salsa,'no sacrifice was thought to be 
good: " Nullum sacrificium ratum fieri existimant," (lib. 
xxx*. cap. 5.) And long before him wo meet with" it in Ho- 
mer, in those known words of his, 
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And as for wine, Brentius, in his paraphrase to Leviticus, 
takes notice of that phrase in him, no less obvious, 
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which they not only poured upon the sacrifice, as it stood 
at the altar ready to be offered, but upon its flesh, when it 
\yas burning there: as we find in Virgil, Georg. iv. 

" Ter liquido ardentem perfudit NectaTe flammam." > 

And in many other places. (See Dilherrus, in his Dissert. 
Specialis dc Cacozclia Gentilium, cap. 10.) 

Ver. 6. Or for a ram, thou shalt prepare for a meat- 
offering two tenth-deals, &c.] This being a nobler sacrifice 
than a lamb, a larger meat-offering (and drinh-offering also, 
as appears by the next verse) is required to attend it. 

Ver. 7. And for a drink-offering, thou shalt offer a third 
part of a hin of wine, &c] "Whereas for a lamb a fourth 
part was sufficient, (ver. 5.) • 

Ver. 8. And when thou preparest a bullock.] This is a 
sacrifice of the herd, as the former of the flock, mentioned 
ver. 3. 

For a burnt offering, or for a sacrifice in performing a 

Digitized by 



vow, or peace-offerings unto the Lord.] That is, free-will- 
offerings; which were one sort of peace-offerings, as those 
for performance of a vow were the other : (sec ver. 3.) But 
free-will-offerings are peculiarly called by the name of 
peace-offerings, because they were the most acceptable of 
this sort; being offered purely out of love and affection to 
God, and not as a payment which was due upon a vow. 

Ver. 9. Then shall he bring with the bullock a meat- 
offering of three tenth-deals of flour, &c] The meat-offerings 
increased proportionably to the sacrifices upon which they 
attended : one tenth-deal, with a fourth part of a hin of oil, 
being sufficient for a lamb, (ver. 4.) and two tenth-deals, 
with a third part of a hin of oil, for a ram, (ver. 6.) but three . 
tenth-deals of flour, and half a hin of oil, is here required to 
accompany the sacrifice of a bullock. 

Ver. 10. And thouslialt bring for a drink-offering half a 
hin of wine, &c] The same was to be observed in the drink- 
offering; which is larger in this' sacrifice than in the two 
former, (ver. 5. 7.) 

Ver. 11. Tints shall it be done for one bullock, or for one 
ram, or for a lamb, or a kid.] He repeats what he had said 
more distinctly, proceeding from the sacrifice last men- 
tioned unto the first: which (ver. 5.) is said to be one 
lamb; but here explained to comprehend also a kid. For so 
the last part of this verse runs in the Hebrew; for a young 
one (which he calls seh) either of the sheep, or of the goats. 

Ver. 12. According to the number that ye shall prepare, 
so shalt ye do to every one, according to their number.] This 
I take to be a general rule, by which these offerings were 
to be governed ; that, proportionable to the number of 
bullocks, rams, sheep, or goats that were offered, should 
be the quantity of the meat-offering and drink-offering ; for 
bread and wine must bear proportion to the meat set on 
the table. 

Ver. 13. All tliat are born in the country shall do these 
things after this manner.] i.e. All Israelites. 

In offering an offering made by fire, &c] When they 
offer any of the forenamed sacrifices, (ver. 3.) 

Ver. 14. And if a stranger sojourn with you.] There 
were two sorts of strangers, it is vulgarly known, among 
the Israelites: some that entirely embraced and professed 
the Jewish religion, into which they were admitted by cir- 
cumcision, &c; others that were permitted to live among 
them, having renounced all idolatry, but did not submit to 
their whole religion. The Talmudists expound this place 
of the former sort. . 

Or whosoever be among you in your generation.] One 
would think this should signify the other sort of strangers; 
but they make it only an explication of the former: whether 
he were a proselyte that sojourned for a time, or were 
settled among them. 

And will offer an offering made by fire of a sweet savour 
unto the LordJ] Any of the forementioned offerings, which 
could be offered, as is here directed, by none but one that 
was subject to their law. For though another proselyte, 
who worshipped the true God, but was not circumcised, 
might bring a burnt-offering ; yet they say it was without a 
meat-offering and drink-offering; and no pcacc-oflerings 
were accepted from him. 

As ye do, so lie shall do.] Offer according to the rules 
above given; which is farther explained in the following 
verses. 
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Ver. 15. One ordinance.} viz. About sacrifices. 

Shall be both for you of the congregation.] L e. For you 
Israelites. 

And also for the stranger that sojourneth with yon.'] Here 
the LXX. translate it, Ilpocrr/Xuroic Trpo<xKtijx(voig iv ifxiv, 
proselytes that are added, or joined to you; or are juris 
vestri participes, as Mr. Selden expounds it, (lib. ii. Jure 
Nat. et'Gent. cap. 2. p. 147.) 

An ordinance for ever, &c] Never to be repealed as long 
as your religion iasts. 

As ye are, so shall the stranger be before the Lord.] In 
matters of religion and Divine worship, though not in all 
civil things : for no proselyte, they think, could be chosen 
a member of the Sanhedrin, or great council at Jerusalem. 
The Jews extend these words to the way and manner of 
being made proselytes, by circumcision, baptism, and 
sprinkling of blood; as the Jews were originally, they say, 
initiated into their religion. (Selden, lib. i. dc Syned. cap. 
3. p. 34.) 

Ver. 1G. One law and one manner shall be for you, and 
for the stranger that sojourneth with you.'] This general 
rule was made to invite and encourage strangers to become 
proselytes to the Jewish religion, and to engage the Jews 
to be kind to them ; they being admitted to an laorifita, as 
Philo calls it, an equal privilege with those who were born 
Jews. Yet this, the Jews say, is to be received with some dis- 
tinctions; for the laws of Moses, either concerning the duties 
they owed to God and- one to another, or concerning ma- 
gistracy and marriages; they say, those of the first sort be- 
longed to proselytes, as much as to original Jews, yet with 
some temperament ; (as Mr. Selden observes, lib. ii. dc Jure 
Nat. et Gent. cap. 4.) but in those of the second sort 
they had not an equal privilege; for they were not to have 
any sort of command, cither civil or military: and though 
they might marry with the Jews, yet not with the priests ; 
and some marriages were permitted to them, which were 
forbidden to the Israelites: (see there, p. 167.) 

Ver. 17. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] These 
commands were given, in all likelihood, at the same time 
with the foregoing. 

Ver. 18. Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto 
them.] Sec ver. 2. 

Wlten ye come into the land whither I 'bring you.] See 
there also ; only add this, that the Jews acknowledge 
such kind of offerings, as here follow, and first-fruits, were 
due by the latv only from the corn, &c. that grew in the 
land of Canaan ; but by the decree of their wise men, 
they were to bring them out of Syria, and out of the land 
of Og and Sihon ; as Maimonides saith in his treatise 
called Biccurim, cap. 2. 

Ver. 19. When ye eat.] i. e. When it is ready to be 
eaten ; for they offered it before they ate of it. 

Of the bread of the land.] So corn is called, (Psalm 
civ. 14.) and the meaning seems to be, that when they 
made bread of the new corn of the land, they should out 
of the dough first make a cake, and offer it to the Lord, 
before they baked bread for their own use. 

Ye shall offer up a heave-offering unto the Lord.] This 
is explained in the next verse, of offering a cake out of 
the first dough, whether it were of wheat, or barley, or rye, 
or oats, or that which they call cusemim (which they de- 
scribe to be a kind of wheat, or barley, different from that 



which is commonly known by those names) ; for of these 
five kinds of grain, the Talmudists say, this cake was to 
be offered ; and that out. of the gleanings, and the sheaf 
left in the field, and out of the corners of the.field. 

.Ver. 20. Ye shall offer up a cake of the first of your 
dough for a heave-offering.]- Not upon the altar; but it 
was given to the priests, ou whom God bestowed all their 
heave-offerings, (chap, xviii. 8.) yet they arc said to be 
offered unto the Lord, because they were heaved, or lifted 
up to him, as the Creator of heaven and of earth; and 
then given to his ministers, who had it in his right. 

As. ye do the heave-offering of the thrashing-floor, so shall 
ye heave it.] That is, as the first-fruits of the harvest were 
given to the priests, and not" offered upon, the altar, so 
should this be given them, (Lev. xxiii. 16, 17.) and so were 
the first-fruits of their oil and their wine, &c. (Numb, xviii* 
12,13.) All which the Jews call, the great terumah, or 
heave-offering. 

Ver. 21. Of the first of your dough shall ye give unto 
the Lord a heave-offering in your generations.] This be- 
ing a new law, not given' before, he repeats it, that they 
might be the more observant of,it: .as, we may see they 
were by this.; that it was one of the things which rendered 
a woman infamous (though not so as to give her the bitter 
water), if she did not separate this cake from the first 
dough of the new corn to be presented to God ; but either 
made her husband believe she had done it, when she had 
not, or ate it herself; as Mr. Selden observes, lib. iii. 
Uxor. Hebr. cap. 17. and therefore at this very day the 
Jews are so nice in this point, that they take enough to 
make a cake, as soon as the meal is mingled with water. 
The proportion is not mentioned in the law ; but their wise 
men say, it was -to be the forty-fourth part of the whole 
dough: (see Buxtorf. Synagog. Jud. cap. 34.) The ca- 
balists observing that this verse begins with the letter mem, 
and ends with mein, conclude (after their way), that there- 
fore they were to give the fortieth part, because mem is 
the numeral letter for forty. 

Ver. 22. And if ye have erred, and not observed all 
these commandments which the Lord hath spoken unto 
3Ioses.] Which have been now given concerning sacri- 
fices; for to such commandments these words seem to 
have respect. Maimonides, in his treatise of the worship 
of the planets (and the Jews generally), saith this concerns 
idolatry. r ». 

Ver. 23. Even alt that the Lord hath commanded you by 
the hand of 3Ioses.] That is, all the commandments in the 
book of Leviticus, about such. matters of God's worship 
and service. ; / .- f i * ;. 

From the day that the Lord commanded Sloses.] The 
word Moses is not in the Hebrew, and the sense is plainer 
without it, as the Vulgar hath translated these words, from 
the day he began to command, , • 

And hencefonvard.'] Or rather thenceforward, until now; 
or until he made an end of commanding. So this phrase 
is used in Lev. xxii. 27. From the eighth day, and thence- 
forth, creatures were clean* to be offered. (See Ezek. 
xxxix. 22.) 

Among your generations.] In the Hebrew, to your gene- 
rations. And so the LXX. tig Tag yeveac, to be observed 
throughout all generations. 

Ver. 24. Then it shall be, that if aught be committed by 
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ignorance, without the knoivledge of the congregation,'] It is 
commonly said, that Moses here speaks concerning sins of 
omission (as we call them), as in Lev. iv. 13. he doth of sins 
of com?nission, or doing that which ought not to bo done ; as 
here not doing that which ought to be done ; for which dif- 
ferent sorts of sacrificesaroappointed. But others think that 
he speaks in both places of the same errors ; only in that 
law, (Lev. iv. 14.) concerning those committed by the 
whole congregation, here of such as were committed by 
some lesser number of them, called the congregation ; 
suppose the seventy elders, or the rulers of thousands and 
hundreds, &c. who are sometimes called by this name, 
(chap. xxv. 7. xxxii. 12* Josh. xxiv. 4.) But the Jews 
generally think Moses here speaks of strange worship, 
which was to be expiated by this sacrifice of a goat for a 
sin-offering. And therefore an excellent person of our 
own, after long consideration of this matter, comes to this 
conclusion: that in Leviticus he requires a young bullock 
to be slain for a sin-offering, when the whole congregation, 
though adhering to the true worship of God in every thing, 
were led ignorantly to do something against some negative 
precept (as they call it); to practise, that is, what God had 
forbidden, (so those words seem to import, Lev. iv. 13, 
14.) but this kid of the goats. here mentioned for a sin- 
offering, together with a young bullock for a burnt-offering, 
was to be sacrificed, when all the people, forgetting the 
holy rites prescribed by Moses (which often happened 
under bad kings), fell by a common error into idolatrous 
worship ; which agrees very well with what is said in the 
two verses beforegoing; where he speaks, as I noted, of 
not observing these holy rites about sacrifices : (see Dr. 
Outram, lib. i. de Sacrifieiis, cap. 14. sect. 2.) 

Tlien all the congregation shall offer one young bullock 
for a burnt-offering. 1 Having neglected these laws or- 
dained by Moses, and worshipped God in a wrong man- 
ner, according to the rites used in other countries (or at 
least mistaking the proper sacrifices and rites belonging 
to them, which they ought to have offered), this burnt-offer- 
ing, I suppose, is commanded to be offered, when they 
saw their error, in token that they returned to God's true 
religion, and that way of worship which he had prescribed. 
With his meat-offering, and his drink-offering.'] Pre- 
scribed above, ver. 8—10. "Which, perhaps, they had neg- 
lected to offer formerly with the burnt-offering. 

It is well observed by Mr.Thorndike out of Maimonides, 
that all the congregation (if we understand thereby the 
whole body of the people), could not possibly offer these 
sacrifices; but the great consistory offered them as often 
as they occasioned the breach of the law, by interpreting 
it erroneously. (Rights of the Church in a Christian 
State, p. 159.) 

And one kid of the goats for a si?i-offering.] To expiate 
for what had been done after the manner of the heathen, 
contrary to the laws of God's worship here delivered by 
Moses; or otherwise than he directed: from whence it was 
(which adds much probability to this), thatwhen Hezekiah 
restored the true worship of God, after the temple had 
been shut up, and the daily sacrifice omitted, and many 
idolatrous rites there used, by the ignorance of the people, 
in the days of his father, (2 Chron. xxviii. 24. xxix. 3.) he 
caused seven bullocks to be offered for a burnt-offering; 
* and as . many goats for a sin-offering; and so Ezra did at 



the restoration of the Divine service after they came out of 
Babylon, (Ezra viii. 35.) And it makes no difference, that 
Moses here requires only one of a sort to be offered, 
whereas Hezekiah offered seven, and Ezra twelve; for this 
only proves that one was absolutely necessary, but more 
than one was acceptable; especially when exceeding great 
errors had been committed in God's worship. 

Ver. 25. And the priest shall make an atonement for all 
the congregation.'] Who had thus committed an error in 
the worship of God out of ignorance: being misled by the 
great interpreters of the law; who therefore were to bring 
this sacrifice in the name of them all. For it is apparent 
by this, as well as the former verse, that all the congrega- 
tion w T ere concerned in this sacrifice, as much as in that 
Lev. ir. 13. And the same appears from the next verse, 
where he saith, all the people were in ignorance. 

Audit shall be forgiven them, for it is ignorance.] Pro- 
ceeding from an erroneous interpretation of the law, or 
some other mistake ; not from contempt of God and of his 
laws : for then they were to be utterly cut off, (ver. 30, 31.) 

And they shall bring their ^offering, a sacrifice made by 
fire unto the Lord.] That is, a burnt-offering : which is not 
prescribed in Leviticus (as I observed before), and there- 
fore was a different sort of offering, for a different offence. 

And their sin-offering before the Lord.] Prescribed in the 
foregoing verse. 

For their ignorance.] Which made them capable of a 
pardon; though not without these sacrifices. 

Ver. 26. And it shall be forgiven all the congregation of 
the children of Israel] He repeats it again, that they might 
not doubt of reconciliation to him, when they repented as 
soon as they understood their error, and acknowledged it, 
and begged his pardon by these sacrifices. 

And the stranger that sojourneth among them.] Who 
w r ere obliged to the same laws with the Israelites, and had 
the same privileges, (ver. 14 — 16.) 

Seeing all the people were in ignorance.] It w T as a com- 
mon error ; and therefore no wonder strangers were carried 
away with it. 

Ver. 27. And if any soul.] i. e. Any particular person.^ 

Sin through ignorance.] Offend in matters of religion ; 
by not observing the rites here prescribed, or by doing con- 
trary to them through mere ignorance. To this, I think, 
these words are to be limited; wherein they differ from that 
law, Lev. iv. 27. which speaks of all manner of offences 
through ignorance. 

Tlien he shall bring a she-goat of the first year for a sin- 
offering.] This sin-offering differs from that in Leviticus, 
(chap. iv. 28.) which was only a female kid of the goats. 

Ver. 28. And the priest shall make an atonement for the 
soul that sinneth ignorantly.] As he was to do for the whole 
congregation, (ver. 25.) 

When he sinneth by ignorance before the Lord.] These 
words, before the Lord, seem to me to import, that he 
speaks of sins committed about the worship of God; and 
confirms what I have said upon ver. 24. For in Lev. iv. 
both ver. 13. and ver. 27. he speaks in general of sins com- 
mitted, either by the congregation, or by particular persons, 
against any of the commandments of the Lord, not before 
the Lord; i.e. (as I understand it) in his worship and 
service. . , 

To make an atonement for him, &c.j He repeats it again, 



Digitized oy microson ® 



CHAP. XV.] 



UPON NUMBERS. 



557 



to shew them that he would no more have a particular per- 
son suffer for his error than the whole body of the people. 

Ver. 29. You shall have one laio for him that sinneth 
through ignorance, both for him that is among the children 
of Israel, andfor the stranger that sojourneth among them.'] 
See ver. 15. This must necessarily be meant of a proselyte 
of justice, as they called him that was circumcised, and un- 
dertook to keep the whole law; for he speaks of such, 
whether natives or others, as erred in not observing all his 
commandments, (?er. 22, 23.) 

Ver. 30. But the soul that doeth aught presumptuously.] 
Not merely knowingly, but wilfully and audaciously ; in 
contempt of the Divine Majesty and his authority: for so 
the Hebrew phrase, with a high hand, signifies, as Maimo- 
nides observes, in his More Nevochim. par. iii. cap. 41. 
where he saith, it imports a sin, not only publiely and 
openly committed, but with pride and insolence; it pro- 
ceeding, not merely from an ill custom a man hath got of 
doing amiss, but from an express intention to contradict 
the law of God, and to set himself in defiance of it: which is 
the reason of what follows, the same reproacheth the Lord. 

Whether he be born in the land, or a stranger.] Here the 
word stranger is simply used, without the addition of that 
sojourneth among them (as in the preceding verse), and 
therefore Mr. Selden well concludes, that even the prose- 
lytes of the gate were concerned in this law (as it related to 
idolatry and blasphemy), though not in the foregoing; and 
that they were liable to be cut off by the hand of Heaven ; 
but whether to be punished by the judges or not, it doth not 
appear, (lib. ii. de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 11.) 

TJie same reproacheth the Lord.] " No man sinned thus 
(saith Maimonides in the place forenamed), but he who had 
a settled opinion in his mind, contrary to the law of God ; 
in which he dissented from it. And the common received 
exposition of this place is, that it speaks of an idolater ; be- 
cause he opposed the chief and principal foundation of the 
law. For no man worshipped a star, or a planet, but he 
that believed its eternity : which is the most repugnant of 
all other things to the law of God ; which, in the very first 
.words of it, declares, that all the world had a beginning, 
and was made by Him whom the Jews worshipped." Thus 
he. But doing any thing with a high hand doth not signify 
any one certain kind of sin, as the Jews generally fancy, 
(who think he speaks here only of an idolater or blasphemer: 
see Selden, lib. i. de Syriedr. cap. 6. p. 101.) but a certain 
manner of sinning, with despite to the commands of God, 
and contempt of his authority, in any kind of sin whatso- 
ever. And this Maimonides himself afterward acknow- 
ledges, in the words following: " There seems to me to 
be the same reason in all other transgressions, which are 
committed contemptuously against any law of God; as, if 
an Israelite seethed a kid in its mother's milk, or wore he- 
terogeneous garments, or rounded the corners of his head, 
or his beard, in contempt of the law. For the consequence 
of this is, that he believes this law not to be true; which, 
in my judgment (saith he) is the meaning of these words, 
He reproacheth the Lord" 

And that soul shall be cut off from among his people.] No 
sacrifice could make an atonement for such a man ; but he 
was to die, either by the hand of Heaven, or of the judges. 
Sometimes God saith, he will cut off idolaters, and such as 
consulted familiar spirits, (Lev. xx. 5, 6.) Sometimes he 



only saith certain offenders shall be cut off; as here in this, 
and many other places. Of which phrase I have given an 
account, Gen. xvii. 14. where the reader may see the se- 
veral opinions that have been about it; and that its mean- 
ing must be determined by the matter in hand. Accordingly, 
Maimonides hath judiciously resolved, that, in this place, 
it signifies cutting off by the hand of the magistrates, as in 
the case of apostacy to idolatry, (Deut. xiii. 13, &c.) Not 
that all their goods were to be destroyed, and nothing left 
to their heirs (as when they served other gods) ; but, though 
a whole tribe had, with a high hand, transgressed any pre- 
cept of the law, that is, denied it to be God's law, he thinks 
they were only to be all killed. Just as all the people 
thought in the case of the Reubenites, Gadites, and half 
tribe of Manasseh ; who, only building an altar on the other 
side of Jordan, contrary to God's law, as -was imagined, all 
the rest of the tribes of Israel gathered together, to go up 
to tear against them, and cut them off, Josh. xxii. 11, 12, 
&c. 22, 23. where they acknowledged they deserved to pe- 
rish, if they had built an altar for worship, as their bre- 
thren thought they had done. 

Ver. 31. Because he hath despised the word of the Lord.] 
This shews the nature of the offence ; which was setting at 
nought God's laws, and denying them to be of Divine au- 
thority. 

And hath broken his commandment.] Not only by doing 
contrary to it, but, in effect, disannulling it; by rejecting its 
authority, and affirming he is not bound to observe that 
precept. 

That soul shall be utterly cut off.] They shall have no 
mercy upon him. 

His iniquity shall be upon him.] Not upon those who put 
him to death ; but upon himself. 

Ver. 32. And while the children of Israel were in the wil- 
derness^ In this part of the wilderness, at Kadesh-barnea, 
it is very probable : (see ver. 1.) 

Tliey found a man.] The Jews, who would not be thought 
ignorant of any thing, say this man was one of those that 
presumed to go up to the mountain, when Moses forbade 
them, (chap. xiv. 44.) And some of them say expressly, 
his name was Zelophehad ; about the dividing of whose 
estate a question afterward arose, (chap, xxvii. 1, &c.) So 
the Chaldee paraphrase, ascribed to Jonathan and others : 
(see Selden, lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 1. n. 9.) 

That gathered sticks.] Or was binding up sticks, which he 
had gathered, and plucked up by the roots out of the earth ; 
as some of the Jews understand the Hebrew word (Mr. 
Selden there observes), from Exod. v. 7. 

On the sabbath-day.] This the Jewish doctors would have 
to be the very next sabbath after its first institution in the 
wilderness ; which is to make this history misplaced, and 
the foregoing also, without any necessity. 

Ver. 33. And they that found him gathering sticks.] Ad- 
monished him (as the Jews also say) of the unlawfulness 
of it, and wished him to desist. But he would not hearken 
unto them ; and therefore (as it here follows) they brought 
him unto Moses, &c. as one that contemptuously, and with 
a high hand, had offended God. For they make this an in- 
stance of such a presumptuous sin as is mentioned before, 
ver. 30, 31. which is not improbable. And it appears 
from hence, that they observed the sabbath while they were 
in the wilderness ; and therefore did not bring him before 



Digitized by Microsoft (5) 



558 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap. XV, 



Moses on that day, but the next after; or at least he was 
not judged till the next day. 

Brought him unto Moses and Aaron, and unto all the 
congregation.] Who were now, they fancy, hearing a sa- 
cred lecture, when they brought the man beforo Moses. 
For he was the chief judge, who was to determine such 
cases: though we may conceive the seventy elders (who 
were constituted before this happened, chap. xi. 24, &c.) 
to have been now sitting, and Moses at the head of them. 
But he being not deprivbd of any authority by their crea- 
tion, who were added only to give him case, it is more like- 
ly this man was set before Moses, as the sole judge of 
this case. For God speaks to him alone, (vcr. 35.) when 
"he directs what should be done with him. Yet Aaron and 
the elders, it appears by these words, were present (and 
called here all the congregation), when this offender was 
brought before him. 

Vcr. 34. And they put him in ward.] By the order of 
Moses, (as they did the man that blasphemed, Lev. xxiv. 
12.) to secure him, till the mind of God was known how 
he should be punished. 

Because it was not declared what should be done to him.'] 
They knew very well that he was to die; for it had been 
declared, (Exod. xxxi. 14. xxxv. 2.) but they qncistioned 
what kind of death he should suffer, as the Jews interpret 
it. For they observe this difference between that case of 
theblasphemer in Leviticus, arid this here of the sabbath- 
breaker: that there they doubted whether he should be 
punished by them, or by the hand of Heaven ; but here, 
what kind of death they should inflict upon him. Though 
there are some (as Mr. Scldcn there observes, n. 8.) wlio 
imagine, the question here "also was, whether the sense of 
the law was, that they should expect his punishment from 
God, or he be put to death by the court of judgment. 
,' T Ver. 35. And the Lord said unto Moses.] Who went, I 
suppose, into the sanctuary, to inquire what the pleasure 
of God was in this matter ; as he did in another difficulty, 
(Numb. ix. 8.) 

The man shall be surely put to death.] By this answer, 
.it seems to me, the question was not, at first, what death 
he should die; but whether he should be put to deathor 
riot: that is, whether the gathering and binding up sticks 
into a faggot was such a work as* is forbidden in the law, 
(Exod. xx.) unto which death was afterward threatened 
ihthe places beforementioncd. And the resolution was, 
that he should be pufto death, as a man that denied God, 
the creator of the wdrld; though not in words, yet in fact. 
For he who did any work on the sabbath, (as Abcn Ezra 
notes upon Exod. x£.) denied the work of creation; though 
lie did not in clownright terras deny God himself. For the 
sabbath being a sign (as God calls it) that they were the 
worshippers of hiin who made all things; the contempt of 
that was a renouncing of their religion, aud therefore de- 
served to be punished with death; the belief of the crea- 
tion of the SVdrld being the very foundation of the Jewish 
religion; as the belief of its eternity was the foundation of 
tho pagan. This made thb breach of this precept; of keep- 
ing the sabbath Strictly (which is more frequently repealed 
thah any other, for the reasbiVforemcntioned),so heinous a 
crirao, arid" so severely punished; for by this time a true 
worshipper of God was distinguished from a profane per- 
son and an idolater. 
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All the congregation shall stone him with stones, without 
the camp.] This was a punishment inflicted for very enor- 
mous crimes. (Sec Lev. xx. 2. xxiv. 12.) And this man 
was condemned to suffer it, because he was the first breaker 
of this sacred law. And he doing it presumptuously, (as is 
supposed from the connexion of this story with ver. 30, 
31.) in contempt of the law; and not Resisting from his 
impiety, when he was admonished to forbear, (as I said, 
Ver. 33.) it highly aggravated his guilt; being no less than 
a reproaching of the Lord, and a despising of his ivord. 
Whence the vulgar saying of the Talmudists, He that denies 
thesabbath, is like to him that denies the ivhole law. 

Ver. 36. And alt the congregation brought him without 
the camp, and stoned him,. Sec] Not on the sabbath-day, as 
I said before ; for that was unlawful (as Philo observes), 
but the next day after; or as soon as Moses had passed 
sentence upon him. 

Ver. 37. And the Lord spake unto 'Moses, saying.] This 
was spoken, it is most likely, about the same time that the 
foregoing passage happened, and the commands mentioned 
in the beginning of this chapter were delivered. For this 
that follows, is a direction for the better observance of all 
the rest of God's commandments. 

Vcr. 38. Speak itnto the children of Israel, and bid them 
that they make them fringes.'] This is the best word we 
have in our language to express the Hebrew word tzitz- 
itli, which imports something of an ornament resembling a 
flower, as the word tzitz signifies. Of how many threads 
they consist, and after what fashion they are made by the 
Jews at this day, sec Buxtorf s Synagoga Judaica, cap. 9. 

In the borders of their garments.] Or (as it is in the He- 
brew) in the wings of their garments; which had four skirts, 
as appears by Deut. xxii. 12. at the bottom of each of 
which they were to have a fringe : which seem to have been 
only threads left at the end of the web unwoven ; at the top 
whereof they put a lace, as it here follows. 
^ Throughout their generations,] To be a perpetual mark 
of their religion, and put them in mind of their duty. 

And that they put upon the fringe of the borders a 
riband.] Or, a. lace; which both bound the fringe fast at 
the top, and also made it more conspicuous and observa- 
ble; "which was the intention of it. For by this they were 
distinguished from all other people who were not Jews; as 
well as put in mind of the precepts of God, as it follows in 
the next verse. 

Of blue.] Or, as some would have it translated, of pur- 
ple. But the Hebrew writers say, theceleth signifies that 
colour which we now call ultramarine; as Brauniushath 
observed; (lib. i. de Vestitu Sacerd. Hcbr. cap. 13. and 
Bochart. Hierozoic. par. ii. lib. v. cap. 10, 11.) 

There is another very learned person, also, who hath 
more lately shewn, out of an excellent MS. in his posses- 
sion, Vhat the Jews deliver concerning the way and man- 
ner of dying this colour: which being not easy to com- 
pass, the Jews at this day, instead of this colour, arc con- 
tented to use ivhite. (Sec J. Wagcnscil upon tho Gcmara 
Sotas, cap. 2. annot. 8.) 

Vcr. 39. And it shall be to yon for a fringe.] Or rather, 
it (that is, the riband) shall be unto you upon the fringe; or, 
to the fringe ; added to it, to make it the more noted ; being 
of a distinct colour from the fringe, which was of the 
same colour; And the garment, the Jews say, in the sel- 
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vage of which these fringes were, was their upper gar- 
ment, called talith, being a kind of cloak. 

TJiat ye may look upon it, and remember all the command- 
ments of the Lord.] i. e. When they looked down, this fringe 
and lace which they saw there might put them in mind of 
the duty they owed to God; who commanded this, not for 
itself, but to remember them that they were a holy people, 
bound to God by peculiar laws, which they should be as 
careful to observe as to wear these fringes. Hence it was 
that they, who pretended to greater sanctity than others, en- 
larged these fringes, (as our Saviour observes, Matt, xxiii. 
5.) i. e. extended them to a greater length, so that they 
swept the ground, which made them more observable, as 
Braunius notes out of the Gemara of Gittim. lib. i. de 
Vest. Sacerd. Hcbr. cap. 3. n. 16. where he also ob- 
serves, that their superstition grew so much, as with great 
subtilty to contrive, that these fringes might be so wrought, 
as to denote the six hundred and thirteen precepts con- 
tained in the law of Moses; that so they might be put in 
mind of all the commandments of the Lordi (See Buxtorf 
also in the place beforenamed; and Bishop Montague, in 
his Apparatus, cap. 7. n. 32.) 

And do them.] Which was the end of remembering them, 
as that was of their wearing them ; though the Jews* proved 
so foolish, as td pride themselves in the bare use of their 
ornaments ; i. e. in their being a select people ; which ought 
to have made them more careful to do the whole will of 
God. 

And that ye seek not after your own heart.] Follow not 
your own thoughts and imaginations, (as Maimonides ex- 
pounds it, MoreNevoch. par. i. cap. 39.) or rathcr> your 
otvn desires. Or the word seek may import, inventing other 
ways of serving God, according to their own fancies. 

And your own eyes.] Not follow the example of others'; 
as they were prone to do, it appears, by their making the 
golden calf; that they might have such a visible representa- 
tion of God, as other nations were wont to have. 

After which ye use to go a whoring.] It appears by this, 
that the foregoing words have a peculiar regard to the wor- 
ship of God (which he speaks of in the beginning of this 
chapter), from which, when they departed, they are said to 
go a whoring from God, unto whom they were espoused. 

Ver. 40. Tliat ye may remember and do all my com- 
mandments.] lie would not have them think there was any 
sanctity to be placed merely in wearing these fringes ; but 
they were to be considered only as instruments, to call 
their duty to remembrance, and excite them to the per- 
formance of it. And so the Jews themselves sometimes 
call them, as Buxtorf observes in the place beforenamed, 
" means and instruments of observing the precepts." 

And be holy unto your God.] By observing all his com- 
mandments; especially keeping themselves from idols. 

Ver. 41. I am the Lord your God.] Their sovereign and 
benefactor. 

Which brought you out of the land of Egypt.]* He re- 
members them of the most peculiar obligation they had 
upon them, to observe this law and all the rest of his 
precepts. v 

To be your God.] They were redeemed by him on pur- 
pose, when none else could deliver them, that they might 
acknowledge no other God, but only him, to whom they 
owed their liberty, to serve him. 



I am the Lord your God.] This seems to be repeated,* to 
encourage them to hope that he would still continue good 
to them,. notwithstanding the rebellion of their fathers; 
for which he had condemned them to die in the .wilder- 
ness; where he would preserve them (their children), and 
at last bring them into Canaan, if they would follow^ his 
directions. 



CHAP. XVI. 

▼ » E have nothing here said to direct us to the time and 
place, when and where this new rebellion happened ; but 
it is very probable (as I said, chap. xv. 1.) that it was in 
some part of the second year after they came out of Egypt] 
before they removed from Kadesh-barnea. 

Ver. 1. Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son ofKohath, 
the son of Levi.] By this it is evident that Korah was 
cousin-german (as we speak) to Moses and Aaron ; for Izhar 
(Korah's father) was the second son of Kohath, as Amram 
(the father of Moses and Aaron) was his eldest son, (Exod; 
vi. 18. 1 Chron. vi. 2.) 

And Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab.] This Eliab 
was the son of Pallu, the second son of Reuben, as ap- 
pears from chap.xxvi. 5. 8, 9. 

And On the son ofPeleth.] He also was descended from 
Reuben, as well as Dathan and Abiram (as the next words 
tell us, sons of Reuben),- but of what family it doth not ap- 
pear. Nor is this man anywhere again mentioned, no, not 
in the progress of this conspiracy; which inclines me to 
think, that though he entered into it, yet he afterward with- 
drew himself, or was so inconsiderable, that no notice was 
taken bf him. 

Took men.] The word men is not in the Hebrew; but 
simply Korah took. Which word took being the first word 
in the Hebrew text, the whole verse may be thus translated, 
Korah the son of Izhar, &c. took both Dathan and Abiram 
the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, &c. That is, 
he drew these into a conspiracy with him. Or, he betook 
himself to a party, as the Chaldee understands it, he divided 
himself; with an intention, that is, to make a sedition. But . 
the sense is the same, if we follow our translation he took , 
men; that is, complices or associates with him in his re- 
bellion : by which we may understand the two hundred and 
fifty) mentioned in the next verse. 

Ver. 2. And they rose up.] Made an insurrection : in 
which Korah seems to have been the ringleader, having 
drawn the rest into it ; which he might the more easily do, 
becauso the Kohathites and Reubenites lay encamped on 
the very same side of the tabernacle, (Numb. ii.10. com- 
pared with chap. iii. 29.) by which means they had oppor- 
tunity often to conspire together. Whence R. Solomon 
makes this reflection, Woe to the wicked, and woe to his 
neighbour! The cause of the insurrection is generally 
thought, both by Jews and Christians/ to have been, that. 
Korah could not brook the preferment of Aaron and his 
family, so high above the rest of the Lcvites, who were 
made only their ministers, (chap. iii. 6. 9. yiii. 19.) For he 
thought this was too great a difference between the children 
of two brothers, who were of equal deserts. Nay, Aben 
Ezra thinks, that' he wholly disliked the late exchange of- 
the first-born for the Levitcs. And besides; it may be 
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thought that he stomached the late preferment of Elizaphan 
the son of Uzziel, who was the youngest son of Kohath, to 
be chief of the family of the Kohathites, (chap. iii. 30.) 
which he thought rather belonged to himself, who was tho 
son of the second son of Kohath. And finding himself too 
weak to make an insurrection alone, he persuaded Dathan 
and Abiram (of the tribe of Reuben), and those in whom 
they had an interest, to join with him, upon another pre- 
tence ; that they were descended from the eldest son of 
Israel, to whom the chief authority in the nation belonged, 
which Moses had taken upon himself; and likewise pre- 
ferred the tribe of Judah to the principal place in their en- 
campment, (chap. ii. 3.) and also the seventy elders to be 
his assistants, without their advice, and leaving them out 
of the number. 

Such as these may be thought to be the grounds upon 
which they proceeded: Korah seeking the priesthood, and 
the sons of Reuben the civil dignity. But it seems to me 
that the ground of the quarrel was wholly upon the account 
of the priesthood (as I shall shew upon the next verse), 
and that they struck at Moses only as advancing his bro- 
ther and his family, by his own authority, and not (as they 
pretended) by God's direction. For, as Dathan and Abiram 
did not appear openly, when they had formed this faction 
(for w r e find them in their tents, ver. 12. and refusing to 
come to Moses when he sent for them), so, in the next verse, 
they seem to speak of nothing but the priesthood : and so 
Moses understood their meaning, ver. 5. 10. 15. 

Before Moses?] In an open defiance of his authority; 
who, they pretended, had no power to make such altera- 
tions as he had done. 

With certain of the children of Israel.] It is not said out 
of what tribe; but it is likely out of several: if not some 
out of every tribe, in whom they had any interest. 

Two hundred and fifty princes of the assembly, &c.] The 
LXX. divide their character into three parts. First, that 
they were princes of the assembly, apxnyovg ovvayoryijc, 
rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, &c. And se- 
condly, 

Fgmous in the congregation.] Which they translate <rw- 
kAtjtquc /3oyA>jc, who used to be called to public consultations, 
.when they were to deliberate about weighty affairs. And 
so several, both ancient and modern, translations, as Mr. 
Selden hath shewn ,ib. ii. de Synedriis, cap. 4. n. 10. where 
he saith, they were called " maxime puto, si non solum, 
deliberandi causa," chiefly, if not only, to have their advice. 
And then lastly, 

Men of renown.] Such who had got a great name (that is, 
fame and credit) among the people, upon these, or other 
accounts. This made the insurrection the more dangerous, 
that such great persons w r ere engaged and appeared in it. 

Ver. 3. And they gathered themselves together.] The fore- 
named company came in a body. 

Against Moses.] As an arbitrary disposer of all prefer- 
ment. 

And against Aaron.] Who was promoted by Moses to 
the office of high-priest; which he himself had discharged 
before Aaron's consecration; which, perhaps, they made a 
ground of their quarrel. 

And said unto them, Ye take too much upon you.] In the 
Hebrew the words are rph-lachem, it is sufficient for you : 
that is, you have domineered long enough; resign your 



places to others: for all of us, nay, every man m Israel, is 
as good as you. 

Seeing all the congregation are holy, every one of them.] 
Here seems to be the root of the quarrel. Before Moses's 
time every one might offer sacrifice in his own family (as I 
have often observed), which custom these men would have 
had still continued ; being angry that this high office was 
confined to one family alone, who were to enjoy all the be- 
nefits of it; which were exceeding great. For the priests 
had a large share in most offerings; and some things wholly 
to themselves. This is the more probable, because it was 
so very hard to convince the people that God had settled 
this dignity, and all the profits belonging to it in Aaron's 
family. For though God did a new thing never heard of 
before, to demonstrate these people, that rose against Moses 
and Aaron, to be seditious, yet it was necessary still to do 
more. For after the earth had swallowed up Dathan and 
Abiram, and fire consumed Korah and his company, and a 
plague destroyed many more of them, the Lord did another 
miracle, (chap. xvii. 8.) in making Aaron's rod blossom 
and bud, and bring forth almonds in one night's time ; when 
all the rest of the rods remained dry sticks: which makes 
it probable, as I said before, there were some in all the 
tribes who were engaged in this sedition; and were so 
deeply infected with the false notions of Korah, that it w r as 
necessary to give them all this satisfaction. 

And the Lord is among them.] The people need no other 
governor but him, who dwells among them in his taber- 
nacle, where they can present their sacrifices to him them- 
selves without your assistance. 

Wherefore then lift you tip yourselves above the congre- 
gation of the Lord?] Since God owns us all for his spe- 
cial and peculiar people, why do you take upon you such 
high places and dignity above us all ? For Moses disposed 
and ordered all things; and Aaron, by his order, took upon 
him to be solely God's chief minister in his sanctuary. 

Ver. 4. And when Moses heard it, he fell upon his face.] 
With Aaron also, it is likely, as they did lately, (chap. 
xiv. 5.) And for the same end (see there), to deprecate 
God's displeasure (which they might justly think w r ould 
now rise higher than ever), and to beg his direction what 
to do in such a dangerous state of things. 

Ver. 5. And he spake ttnto Korah, and unto all his com- 
pany.] This shews that Korah was the head of this faction, 
and Dathan and Abiram did not at the first (I guess from 
hence) appear with him. 

Saying.] Being risen up from prayer, he made this an- 
swer to the seditious people, by order from God, wiiQ, no 
doubt, directed him to this way of suppressing them. 

Even to-morrow the Lord will shew, &c] In the Hebrew 
the words are, to-morrow (or, in the morning) and the Lord 
will shew, &c. That is, stay but till to-morrow, and it shall 
appear, without any further delay, whether you or we be 
in the right. He would keep them in suspense no longer, 
and yet gave them so much time to consider better, and 
repent. Some observe that the morning was the time of 
executing justice, and therefore here appointed. 

Will the Lord shew.] By some visible token. 

Who are his.] Or, who appertain to him; viz. as his 
ministers. 

And who is holy.] Separated and solemnly consecrated, 
by his appointment, to the sacred office of priesthood. 
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And will cause him to come near unto him.] Make it ap- 
pear that they are the persons who ought to burn incense 
and to offer sacrifice. For to come near, is to perform 
these offices, as may be learnt from Lev. xix.22. but espe- 
cially from Lev. x. 3. And the very word cohen denotes 
it; for it signifies a minister next to the king. . > 

And him whom he hath chosen tvitl he cause to come near 
-unto him.'] They shall discharge the office of priesthood, 
whom God himself hath chosen to it, and nobody else. 

Ver. G. Tliis do.] I put you to this trial. 

Take your centers.] Perform the office of priests, unto 
which you pretend a right. 

Korah and all his company.] All the two hundred and 
fifty men, and whosoever else were in the faction of Ko- 
rah; whom he orders, no doubt, by God's direction, to 
execute the office to which they aspired. 
, Ver. 7. Put fire therein, and put incense in them.] As the 
priests were wont to do. 

Before the Lord to-morrow.] At the altar of the incense, 
as some conceive, before the most holy place. So Meno- 
chius. But this is contrary to ver. 18. where we read they 
stood in the door of the tabernacle, with their censers, fire, 
and incense. Nor would the sanctuary contain such a 
company; or, if it had been large enough, the people could 
not have seen either their offering or their punishment from 
the Lord for their sin. Therefore these words before the 
Lord signify with their faces towards the sanctuary, at the 
gate of which they stood ; for what was done there is said 
to be before the Lord, (Exod. xxix. 42.) 

And it shall be, that the man whom the Lord doth choose, 
he shall be holy.] This comprehends both the man and all 
his family: so the meaning is, the Lord would declare 
whether Aaron and his sons should execute the priesthood 
alone, or Korah and his company be admitted to it. 

Ye take too much upon you, ye sons of Levi.] It is the 
same phrase which wc had before, ver. 3. rab-lachem: you 
arc high enough already: let the station wherein you are 
suffice you, and aspire not after greater dignity. The fol- 
lowing words justify this interpretation. 

Ver. 8. And 3loses said t unto Korah, Hear, I pray you, 
ye sons of Levi.] By this and by the foregoing verse it ap- 
pears, not only that there were some of the Levites in this 
sedition, together with Korah at the head of them, but that 
they were the chief incendiaries (though others, as 1 said 
before, were drawn in to join with them), because Moses 
addresses himself only to them. 

Ver. 9. Seemeth it a small thing unto you.] Do you take 
it to be no honour to you. 

Tlutt the God of Israel hath separated you from the con- 
gregation of Israel.] Made choice of you, above all other 
Israelites, to wait upon him in his family, as his domestic 
servants, (Numb. iii. 12. viii. G. 14.) 

To bring you near to himself] Though not so near as the 
priests, yet nearer than all other men, being the sole at- 
tendants upon the priests, (chap. iii. G. viii. 10, 11.) 

To do the service of the tabernacle of the Lord.] See chap. 
iii. 7, 8. particularly the Kohathites were chosen to do the 
service of the tabernacle, about the most holy things, (chap, 
iv. 4. 19.) 

And to stand before the congregation to minister unto 
them?] See chap. viii. 11. 19. 

Ver. 10. And he hath brought thee near to him, and all 
vol. r. 
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thy brethren, the sons of Levi, with thee.] Or, though he 
hath brought thee (speaking unto Korah) thus near to him, 
and all the rest of the Levites thy brethren. (Sec chap. viii. 
10.11.15.19.). 

And seek ye the priesthood also?] Will it not content you 
that you alone are chosen to minister unto the priests, 
(chap. iii. 6.) but you must be advanced to minister unto 
God in their office? 

Ver. 11. For which cause both thou and all thy company 
are gathered together against the Lord.] By whose order 
Aaron and his sons were appointed to serve him in the 
office of priests; as was declared when the Levites were 
taken to minister unto them, (chap. iii. 3. iv. 15. 19, 20.) 
And therefore, to rise up against them, was to rise up 
against the Lord, and oppose his authority, who made 
them his priests. 

And what is Aaron.~] Or, and Aaron, what hath he done? 
Wherein is he faulty? 

Tliat ye murmur against him?] .For taking upon him the 
office of priesthood; into which he did not intrude himself, 
but was chosen and appointed by God to do him that ser- 
vice ; who would have been angry with him if he had re- 
fused it. 

Ver. 12. And Moses sent to call Dathan andAbiram the 
sons of Eliab.] To summon them to the place where Moses 
now was; which the Jews say was the court of judgment. 
This shews, that either these men (as I said, ver. 2.) did not 
openly appear with Korah and his company against Moses: 
(ver. 3.) or, if they did, they retired to their tents, before 
he rose up from his prayer, to give them an answer. 

What became of On we are not informed: for he is nei- 
ther mentioned here, nor in the following part of this nar- 
rative, concerning their sedition; nor any where else in the 
Holy Scripture. 

JWiich said, We ivill not come up.] They bade the mes- 
senger, who summoned them to appear before Moses, tp 
tell him plainly that they denied his authority. For that 
is the meaning of this language, lie hath no authority to 
command us, who are none of his subjects; and therefore 
will not obey him. A 

Ver. 13. Is it a small thing with thee that thou hast 
brought us up out of a land flowing withmilk and honey, to 
kill us in the wilderness?] Though they would not come to 
him, yet they returned him this message; Have^v T c not suf- 
fered enough by being brought out of a rich and plentiful 
country, abounding with all good things, into a barren wil- 
derness, where we are ready to starve? Nothing could be 
more insolent and ungrateful, than to describe Egypt in 
the very same language wherein God Ijimself had often 
spoken of the land of promise; particularly when he sent 
Moses to tell them, he would bring them out of the affliction 
of Egypt, under which they groaned, (Exod. iii. 1G, 17.) 

Except thou make thyself altogether a prince over us?] 
Unless we allow thee to make what laws thou thinkest 
good, and impose what thou pleasest upon us? A most 
rude and insolent speech; signifying, that they had not 
shaken off the yoke of bondage, but only exchanged it ; and 
instead of the rich and wealthy oppression of Pharaoh, 
were come under the poor and hungry tyranny of Moses. 
For so the next verse imports. 

Ver. 14. Moreover, thou hast not brought tis into a land 
that floweth with milk and honey, &c] Or, certainly, this 
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is not the good land into which thon didst promise to con- 
duct us. It seems to be a sarcastical speech; upbraiding 
him, as if he had put a cheat upon them, and fed them only 
with good words, to which they would no longer trust. * 

Or given its inheritance of fields and vineyards.'] But told 
us it shall be bestowed forty years hence, when we arc all 
dead. This still shews they took him for a dcluder of them 
with deceitful promises. 

Wilt thon put ont the eyes of these men?] Some of them 
spake this in the name of the rest, who were now with Da- 
than and Abiram; and the meaning is, Dost thou think to 
blind us so, that none of us shall discern this imposture? 
or, shall we suffer thee to lead us about like blind men, whi- 
ther thou plcascst; sometimes towards Canaan, and now 
back again towards the Red Sea and Egypt? 

We tvill not come up.] A peremptory resolution, not to 
own his authority, which they denied at the first, (vcr. 12.) 

Ver. 15. And Moses tvas very wroth.] For such beha- 
viour and language was so provoking, that it was no won- 
der it incensed the meekest man upon earth, (chap. xii. 3.) 
Yet the LXX. translate the words, as if he only took it 
very heavily, lfiapv$vfxi}<r£ <r<t>6dpa, it made him exceeding 
sad. 

And said unto the Lord, Respect not their offering.'] He 
calls the incense which they were about to offer by the 
name of mincha, which commonly signifies a meat-offering ; 
but sometimes any inanimate thing that was consumed in 
honour of God, as incense was; and must so signify in this 
place, for they offered nothing else. And when Moses de- 
sires it may not be accepted, he means a great deal more, 
that God would give some sign of his dislike to it. Hence 
it seems plain to me, that Dathan and Abiram, as well as 
Korah, quarrelled at the confining the priesthood uuto 
Aaron's family; for Moses calls this their offering: by the 
acceptance or rejection of which this controversy was to 
be decided. 

J have not taken one ass from them.] This seems to be an 
appeal to God against their unjust charge, that he acted ar- 
bitrarily, and did with them what he listed, (ver. 13.) From 
which he was so far, that he declares before God he had 
not taken, i. e. received by'way of gift or reward (so the 
LXX. and the Vulgar Understand it), the smallest thing 
(for sucha single ass was), much less extorted any thing 
from them. 

Nor have I hurt any one of them.] None can saythat I 
havedonc any kind of evil to them; but contrarily, all good 
offices. For, that he did not seek himself, appeared in this, 
that he had not advanced his own family to the priesthood, 
but left tlicm in the number of the other Lcvites, upon the 
same level with Korah and his company. 

Vcr. 16. And Moses said unto Korah Be thou and all thy 
company before the Lord, &c] He repeats what he had 
said to him before, (ver. 6, 7.) only adding, that he would 
have Aaron also there, togdthcr with them. So it follows, 
Thou, and they, and Aaron to-morrow. 

Before the Lord.] i. e.* In the court- of 'the tabernacle, 
sco vcr. 7. where, -by an extraordinary commission from 
the Divine Majesty, this trial wa^ to be made. And there- 
fore Aaron himself did not now go into the sanctuary to* 
offer incense (which was the proper and only place allowed 
by the law), but stood with them without: as in another 
great necessity he offered incense in the midst of the con- 
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gregation, (vcr. 40, 47.) Both which were done by a dis- 
pensation from him that made the law. 

Vcr. 17. Take every man his censer, and put incense in 
them, and bring ye before the Lord every man his censer.] 
Let every man of them stand before the Lord, at the door 
of the tabernacle, to do the office of priests; to which they 
pretended as good aright as Aaron and his sons. 

Two hundred and fifty censers.] This shews that the in- 
cense being offered by so great a number, (as it appears it 
was, vcr. 35.) they did not offer it in the sanctuary; which 
would not contain so many persons. 

Thou also, and Aaron, each of youhis censer.] This seems 
to signify, as if Korah was commanded to stand by Aaron, 
since he pretended to be his equal ; which made the hand 
of God the more remarkable upon him, when he was 
struck with lightning, and no harm came to Aaron, who 
stood by him: but it may be doubted, what way Korah 
perished. 

Ver. 18. And they took every man his censer.] That is, 
the two hundred and fifty men did as they were com- 
manded ; but Korah went first to muster up as many as he 
could get together against Moses, (ver. 19.) and then seems 
to have gone to his tent, (ver. 24.) Herein these men sub- 
mitted to the way of decision which Moses propounded, 
though they had so boldly denied his authority. For they 
could not but think, that God, whom they owned to be 
among them, (vcr. 3.) would approve of them, if they were 
in the right, arid make good their allegation, that all the con- 
gregation were holy, by accepting their incense, as much ' 
as Aaron's: to whom they did not deny an equality with 
themselves ; but only a superiority. 

Arid put fire in them.] From the altar of burnt-offering, 
which stood in the court, at the door of which they were 
placed, (Lev. i. 5.) for Aaron durst not take it from any 
other place; his sons having lost their lives for offering 
with strange fire : the* remembrance of which, it is likely, 
deterred these men from doing otherwise ; w T ho did not as 
yet put in the fire, but only took their censers, and put in- 
cense in them (which is all that is ordered in the preceding 
verse), and put fire in afterward. 

And stood in the door of the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion with Moses and Aaron.] As if they were nothing infe- 
rior to them. 

Ver. 19. AndKorah gathered all the congregation against . 
them.] The LXX. translate it, Korah gathered all his con- 
gregation, i. e. all the men of his faction. But the Hebrew 
words import that he gathered all the congregation of Israel, 
at least all the gTeat men; who are sometimes called by 
the name of all the congregation, (chap. xiv. 1.) whom he 
got together, that they might be witnesses, at least, of the 
issue of this trial ; though their coining together with Korah 
and his company, rather than with Moses and Aaron, is 
too plain an indication that they were inclined, if not to 
throw off, yet to doubt of their authority. 

Unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.] 
Where they themselves stood, (vcr. 18.) And so did Moses 
and Aaron; but the Israelites that Korah had gathered to- 
gether stood on his side, as appears from the foregoing 
words, and from ver. 24. 

And the glory of the Lord.] The Schcchinah, or Divine. 
Majesty, came forth out of the most holy place, where it 
usually resided. 
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Appeared nnto all the congregation.] Openly shewed it- 
self in the sight of all the people ; and, it is likely, in such 
an amazing manner, as it had done before, (chap. xiv. 10.) 
But where it appeared, we are not told : I suppose in the 
cloud, which was just over the ark of the testimony, (chap. 
ix. 15.) not in the door of the tabernacle, for there Korah 
and his company stood. (See Exod. xvi. 10.) And the end 
of the Lord's appearing was to give sentence in this case; 
and to declare, by a visible token, whom he accepted as 
his priests. Thus the glory of the Lord appeared the first 
time that Aaron and his sons offered sacrifice, (Lev. ix. 
6. 23.) 

Ver. 20. And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron, say- 
ing.] A little before they put fire in their censers. 

Ver. 21. Separate yourselves from this congregation .]viz. 
From Korah and his company, and the people they 
brought along with them ; who seemed to favour them, 
(ver. 19.) 

Tliat I may consume them in amoment.] As he did Ko- 
rah and his companions. 

* Ver. 22. And they felt on their faces, and said.] To pray 
to God, as they had done before, (ver. 4.) 
] O God.] The most mighty. 

\ Tlie God of the spirits of all flesh.] Who hast created the 
souls of all mankind, (so flesh often signifies all mm, Gen. 
vi. 13.) and therefore searchest into their most secret 
thoughts and inclinations. So these words signify, chap. 
xxvii. 16. 

Shall one man sin.] Korah, who was the chief incendiary 
and contriver in this sedition. 

And wilt thou be wroth with all the congregation?] Many 
of which he thought might, through weakness, be seduced 
into this faction, having no malice at all in their hearts : 
which God knew perfectly; and therefore he begs of him 
that he would make a distinction between such as these, 
and the men that misled them. 

Ver. 23. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] He 
bade him rise up, having granted his petition. 

Ver. 24. Speak unto the congregation.] Whom Korah 
had gathered together, and brought along with him to the 
door of the tabernacle, (ver. 19.) ' 

Get ye up from about the tabernacle of Korah", Dathan, 
and Abiram.] Which, it seems, was not far off; or where- 
soever it was, there a great number of people was gathered 
together to see what would be the conclusion of this con- 
test. The word tabernacle is in the singular number; but 
includes all the tents belonging to these men, as appears 
from ver. 26. Or, perhaps, they had set up one great ta- 
bernacle, (for the word here is mischcan, which may be 
thought to signify more than oliel, a tent, ver. 26.) unto 
which abundance of people resorted, as the place that Ko- 
rah and the rest had appointed for the general rendezvous 
(as we now speak) of all their party. For here Dathan and 
Abiram, it is evident, (ver. 27.) were with him ; but there 
is no mention at all of On ; which makes it probable ho 
had forsaken them, as Moses wished all the people to do ; 
on which condition God promised to pardon them. 

Ver. 25. And Moses rose up, and went unto Dathan and 
Abiram.] To try, I suppose, if he could reduce them to 
their obedience, and prevent their ruin. He seems to have 
had no hopes of Korah, but looked upon him as incorri- 
gible. 



And the elders of Israel followed him.] Either the seventy 
elders, who were lately chosen out of the rest, (chap, xi.16.) 
or the whole body of those who were called by that name, 
and were men of authority, attended upbn him,, to make 
this action more solemn, and to let Dathan and Abiram see 
how much Moses was reverenced by better men than them- 
selves, who refused to come to him, (ver. 12. 14.) 

Ver. 26. And spake unto the congregation, saying.] It 
seems Dathan and Abiram refused to hear him, as they did 
to come to him : for here is no mention of any thing he 
spake to them ; but only to the congregation, who were ga- 
thered about their tents. 

Depart, I pray you, from the tents of these ivicked men.] 
I suppose now they were gone to their own tents, where 
their families were ; from which he beseeches the people to 
remove with all speed. And he doth not mean merely that 
they should remove their persons from them, but their 
tents, and their goods, and cattle. 

And touch nothing of theirs.] Because all belonging unto 
them was under an anathema. which God had passed upon 
them; that is, was devoted to destruction, and therefore 
not to be touched, (Deut. xiii. 17.) 

Lest ye be consumed in all their sins.] Destroyed with 
them ; who had sinned so grievously, as to fall under the 
curse beforementioned. 

Ver. 27. So they gat up from the tabernacle of Korah,' 
Dathan, and Abiram.] Where the greatest number of peo- 
ple were gathered together, as I observed, ver. 24. For 
here is the same word mischcan again, in the singular num- 
ber, denoting some spacious habitation, where perhaps they 
held their consultations, and unto which there was the great- 
est resort. : 

On every side.] From which we may conclude, that the 
people had come^from all quarters of the camp to these 
rebels; either to join with them, or out of curiosity to see 
how things would go. 

And Dathan and Abiram.'] With Korah also, it may be 
thought, because he is mentioned in the beginning of the 
verse. Yet this conclusion cannot be drawn from thence, 
for it is not said he was now there; but that it was the ta- 
bernacle of Koran, Dathan, and Abiram; where they used, 
I suppose, to meet. 

Came out.] From the tabernacle beforementioned. 

And stood in the door of their tents.] Of their own tents, 
where they commonly dwelt. i . 

And their wives, and their sons, and their children.] With 
their whole families. This was the highest degree of au- 
dacious and hardened infidelity ; whereby they declared 
that they feared not what Moses (who had given the greatest 
proof he was a man of God) could do unto them. 

Ver. 28. And Moses said.] Unto all the people of Israel; 
or to tho ciders* and as many as could hear him. 

Hereby you shall know.] I will now give you an evident 
demonstration. 

That the Lord hath sent me to do all these works.] That 
I have been commissioned by God to do all the things with 
which those men find fault; particularly to take upon me 
the government of them, and to put Aaron and his family 
into the priesthood, and make the Lcvites only their mi- 
nisters, &c. (See ver. 2, 3. 13, 14.) ' 

For I have not done them of my own mind.] In the He- 
brew the words arc; and that not out of my heart. It w£ts 
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none of my own device or contrivance: I did it not out of 
an ambitious desire to be great myself, nor out of private 
affection to my brother. 

Vcr. 29. Jf these men die the common death of all men.] 
In the Hebrew it is, as die all mankind: that is, a natural 
death, as we now speak. 

Or if they be visited after the visitation of all men.] i. e. 
Such judgments of God come upon them, as arc usual and 
common in the world; viz. a pestilence, the sword, or 
famine. 

The Lord hath not sent me.] Then look upon me as an 
impostor. 

. Vcr. 30. But if the Lord make a new thing.] In the He- 
brew the words are, if the Lord create a creature; i. e. do 
something that w r as never seen nor heard of in the world 
before. The Jews, in several of their books (particularly 
in Pirke Avoth), say, there arc ten things which God created 
after the world was perfected: and they mention the mouth 
of the earth for one of them ; that is, the gaping of the 
ground, to swallow up these wicked people : which is said 
to be created, as Aben Ezra well observes, because by this 
miracle God altered the course of nature, and did a thing 
extraordinary. : 

And the earth open her mouth, and swallow them up with 
all that appertain unto them.] i. e. On a sudden ; when there 
is no earthquake, but all is calniand still; and it swallow 
up none but them alone. 

And, they go down quick into the pit.] Be buried alive, 
when they are in perfect health. By this place it is appa- 
rent, that the Hebrew word sheol doth often signify the 
grave; which Bellarmine and others most earnestly contend 
never signifies so, but hell; which, from hence, be asserts to 
be in the centre of the earth, (lib. iv. de Christo, cap. 10.) 
not observing, that if it signify hell in this verse, and ver. 
33. then the houses of these men, and their household-stuff, 
and all that appertained to them, went down thither, which * 
is very, absurd. It is hard also to think that all their little 
children went down into hell for their fathers' sin, though 
they did into the grave. 

Then ye shall understand that these men have provoked 
the Lord.] You shall be sufficiently convinced that they 
have unjustly accused me, and brought this destruction 
upon themselves. 

Ver. 31. .And it came to pass, that as he had made an end 
of speaking all these toords, that the ground clave asunder 
that was under Jhem.] He had no sooner done speaking, 
but immediately what he said was verified, which made it 
the more remarkable. 

Vcr. 32. And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed 
them up.] viz. Dathan and Abiram beforementioned, (ver. 
27.) who stood in the door of their tents outfacing Moses. 

And their houses.] i. e. All their family; or, as Moses 
himself hath explained it, (Deut. xi. 6.) Their households, 
and their tents, and all the substance that teas in their pos- 
session. 

And all the men that appertained unto Korah.] We are 
not told what became of Korah himself: for it is not. said 
he was swallowed up, but all that appertained to him; 
i. e. all that were at that time in his tent: his whole family, 
except his sons, who escaped, (chap. xxvi. 11.) taking 
warning, I suppose, from what Moses said: (ver. 2G.) which 
hath made some think that Korah was at the head of his 



two hundred and fifty men, who were the great abetters of 
his faction: who, if he had forsaken them at this trial that 
was made who were in the right, we may well think would 
have withdrawn themselves also, and not have stood to it 
without their chieftain, as we find they did, (ver. 35.) Yet 
he is not mentioned there as perishing with them by fire 
from the Lord : and Moses seems to say, (chap. xxvi. 10.) 
that Dathan and Abiram were swallowed up together with 
Korah; who had as much reason, or more perhaps, to 
think it necessary to be with that other company which he 
had gathered against Moses, (ver. 19.) and to encourage 
them to persist in their resolution, than to be with the two 
hundred and fifty men, who were men of such authority, 
(ver. 2.) that they may be thought to have needed none to 
support them. It may be added also, that the word apper- 
tained is not here in the Hebrew (which makes these words 
sound as if the meaning were only those that were of Korah's 
family), but simply all the men that were to Korah ; f . c. were 
gathered to hira 3 and were at that time with him: which 
seems to be an indication that they and he were swallowed 
up together. How many there were that stayed with him 
there is not certain; but the generality left him, ver. 27. 
where it is expressly said, " they gat up from the tabernacle 
of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram," as Moses had commanded, 
(ver. 24.) Which may be taken for a further indication, 
that he was swallowed up in the tabernacle where he was, 
or in his own tent after he came out of that tabernacle. 
But those places, I observed before, may be otherwise- 
understood: that place also, which is the main foundation 
of this opinion, (chap. xxvi. 10.) may likewise receive ' 
another interpretation, as I shall shew when I come thither. 
And they that are of the other opinion, think his tabernacle, 
and his family, and all his household-stuff, might be swal-* 
lowed up, though he himself was not with them, but was 
burnt by fire with the two hundred and fifty men that offered 
incense; for Moses bade him take his censer as well as - 
them, (ver. 17.) Which, since they did, and put fire and 
incense therein, why should it be thought he did not do the * 
same? It seems to me highly probable* that he did, other- 
wise he would have seemed to distrust his cause: but it 
must be confessed that it is obscure which way he perished, 
and therefore it is not fit to contend about it. 

And all their goods.] All their household-stuflf and cattle, • 
and whatsoever was in or about their tents. 

Ver. 33. They, and all that appertained to them.] See 
Deut. xi. 6. 

Went down' alive into the pit.] As Moses had foretold, 
(ver. 30.) 

And the earth closed upon them.] This made it the more 
wonderful, that the earth, having swallowed them all up, 
-had no cleft remaining in it, but closed up again and was 
as firm as before. 

^ And they perished from among the congregation.] Were 
never more seen. 

Vcr. 34. And all Israel that were round about them fled 
at the cry of them.] Though they w r ere at a distance from 
their tents, (whence they had removed on all sides, vcr. 27.) 
yet they heard them shriek so loudly, as they sunk down 
into the ground, that it put them into a great fright, and 
made them fly still further off 

For they said, Lest the earth swallow us up abo.] Some of 
them were conscious to themselves that they had favoured 
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this wicked faction ; and all of them knew how highly they 
had lately offended God, by their unbelief and murmuring, 
(chap, xiv.) which might make them justly fear the same 
fate with their brethren. 

Ver. 35. And there came out a fire from the Lord.] From 
the glory of the Lord, which appeared unto all the congre- 
gation, (ver. 19.) as ready to decide the controversy: this 
fell out either at the same time the earth swallowed up 
Dathan and Abiram, of immediately after it. ■ 

And consumed the two hundred and fifty men that offered 
incense.'] Which was a plain declaration that they usurped 
the office of priests ; and, therefore, were thus punished by 
God himself for their presumption. It is not certain, whe- 
ther they were devoured by the fire, or only struck dead/ 
as men are sometimes on a sudden by lightning ; and per- 
haps scorched, as they likewise sometimes are. The latter 
seems most probable from what follows, (ver. 37.) and from 
the like punishment by fire from the Lord, which is said to 
devour Nadab and Abihn, and yet their bodies remained 
entire, (Levit. x. 2. 4.) This was the more astonishing, 
because Moses and Aaron, who stood with them at the 
door of the tabernacle, (ver. 18.) had no hurt. 

Ver. 36. And, the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] Im- 
mediately after the death of those men. 

Ver. 37. Speak unto Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest.] 
Who it is likely stood by them, as next successor to Aaron, 
in the office which was disputed; and therefore, perhaps, 
employed in what follows rather than Aaron, that his suc- 
cession might be confirmed. Though others will have it, 
that it was below the dignity of Aaron to perform such a. 
mean office: and besides, he might have been in danger 
to be polluted- by the dead bodies of the men that were' 
burnt. " * ■ * ' ■' 

Tliat he take the censers out of the burning.] Out of the- 
place where the men were burnt, as some understand it: or 
(which differs not much) from among the dead bodies, which 
were burnt: burning being put for bodies burnt, as captivity, . 
(chap. xxi. 1.) for those that were curried captive, or made 
prisoners, as we there translate it. But there is no need of 
either of these additions ; burning signifying thefire which 
burnt in them, which he orders Eleazar to throw out, that- 
the censers might be brought away. 

And scatter thou thefire yonder.] The men were burnt as * 
soon as ever they put fire to the incense in their censers, 
(ver. 18.) which, flaming at the door of the tabernacle where 
they stood (near the altar from whence they took the fire), 
God commanded to be thrown away without the camp ; into 
that place, I suppose, where they were wont to throw the 
ashes; (Lev. vi. 11.) or rather, into some unclean place, 
where they threw the dust scraped from the walls of le- 
prous houses, (Lev. xiv. 41.) For it was to shew that God 
abhorred their offering. 

For they are hallowed.] Or had fire from the altar put 
into them; which some think sanctified them. But the 
plain reason is given in the next verse, because they offered 
thembefore theLord: i. e. they had been employed to a holy 
use, and that by God's command, (ver. G. 17.) and there- 
fore God would not have them hereafter serve for any 
other. . / 

Ver. 38. The censers of these sinners against their oivn 
souls.] Who have brought destruction upon themselves, by 
their presumption. 



Lit them make of them.] Either Aaron or Eleazat was 
to Cau^e thfcm to be beaten into such plates as here follow. 

Broad plates for a Covering of the altar.] Of burnt-offer-* 
tug, which was covered with brass; (Exod. xxvii.-12.) but. 
these plates were to be laid upon that covering Which it : 
had already,, for the end mentioned in the conclusion of 
this verse. And hereby also the proper covering of the al- 
tar lasted the longer. 

For they offered them before the Lord.] Presented them 
before the Lord, when they offered incense in them, 
(ver. 35.) 

Therefore they are hallowed.] Or holy; that is, I will 
have them separated, for this reason, to my use alone, and 
'no other. It is a thing worthy to be taken special notice 
of, that the impiety of the men that offered incense,- did 
not discharge their censers of the discriminative respect 
(as our famous Mr. Mede speaks) due unto things sacred; 
as these in some sort were, by being presented to the 
Lord, which made it unlawful to employ them to common 
uses. For as the Lord himself is that singular, incommu-* 
nicable, and absolutely Holy One, and his service and 
worship therefore incommunicable to any other, so should 
that also which is consecrated to his service, be in some 
proportion incommunicably used, and not promiscuously 
and commonly, as other things are. (See Book i. Dis-* 
course 2. p. 18.) - 

And they shall be a sign unto the children of Israel] 
That God accepts no sacrifice which is not presented by 
the hands of the sons of Aaron. This the Levites were 
to remember, who attended upon the priest, when they 
saw these plates laid upon the altar of burnt-offering 
every day. 

Ver. 39. And Eleazar the priest took the brazen censers, 
&c] By this it appears these censers were made of the 
same metal (though it was not said before) that Aaron's 
censer was of, and wherewith the altar was overlaid; He 
took them up out of the burning, no doubt, immediately 
upon the foregoing commands ; and as soon as the mutiny 
was quite quelled, they were employed as Moses had di-' 
re c ted. 

Ver. 40. To be a memorial unto the children of Israel.] 
JThis explains what is meant by a sign, (ver. 38.) viz. to 
put them in mind ; or rather, to keep in their memory. 

Tliat no stranger.] Though he were an Israelite,* nay a 
Lcvite, if he were not (as it here follows) of the seed of 
Aaron, he was reputed a stranger to this office. 

Come near to offer incense before the Lord.] Presume to* 
execute the office of a priest in the sanctuary. 

That he be not as Korali, and his company.] Destroyed* 
in a dreadful manner. By this it appears that Korah 
perished as well as the two hundred and fifty men; and it' 
is likely, as they did, by fire from the Lord. 

As the Lord said unto him.] i. e: To Eleazar. 

By thehand of Moses.] See ver. 3G, 37. 

Ver. 41. But on the morrow.] An astonishing instance" 
of the incurable hardness and insensibility of some men's 
hearts; which were not in the least altered by God's terrible 
judgments and singular mercies; but instantly forgot both: 

All the congregation of the children of Israel.] Notmerely' 
the rulers of the people (as this phrase sometimes signifies), 
but all the people in general, (ver. 47.) who were incited, 
it is probable, by that lewd route which Korah had g^- 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



5G6 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap. XVII. 



thered together against Moses and Aaron, (ver. 19.) some 
of which were swallowed up/ but most of them remained 
still alive to do more mischief. 

Murmured against Moses and against Aaron.'] In such a 
mutinous and threatening manner, as demonstrated the 
contagious nature of a seditious humour, beyond all ex T 
ample: for, from a discontented party, who grumbled, that 
they were not preferred suitably to the opinion they had of 
themselves, it spread itself into the whole body of the peo- 
ple, and so infected them as to kindle a new flame, as soon 
as the former had been extinguished, by such a terrible 
vengeance, as ono would have expected should not have 
left the smallest spark of this mutinous humour in them. 

Saying, Ye have killed the people of the Lord.] So they 
impudently call those men, whom God himself had de- 
clared, by a visible token, to be presumptuous sinners 
against their own souls. Some imagine they quarrelled 
with Moses and Aaron, because they had not prevailed 
with God to pardon them ; which they could as well have 
done as procured this judgment upon them. But the dis- 
pleasure which God here expresses against this new mur- 
muring, shews this not to be a true excuse for them. 

Ver. 42. And it came to pass, when the congregation was 
gathered against Moses and against Aaron.] Their mur- 
muring presently proceeded to an insurrection. 

That they looked towards the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion.] i. e. Moses and Aaron implored help from God, which 
is implied in their looking towards his dwelling-place. 

And, behold, the cloud covered it.] One would think by 
this that it had for some time withdrawn itself from the 
tabernacle, when the dead bodies of Korah's company lay 
at the door of it. 

.And the glory of the Lord appeared.] To comfort them 
in this distress ; and to shew he was ready to support and 
vindicate them. 

, Ver. 43. And Moses and Aaron came before the tabernacle 
of the congregation.] Perhaps for safety and security; or, k 
to hear what directions God would give them. 

Ver. 44. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] Out of 
the tabernacle; before which he stood, waiting for the 
Lord's orders. — . 

Ver. 45. Get ye up from among this congregation.] He 
speaks to Aaron and Eleazar, I suppose, as well as unto 
Moses*. 

Tliat I may consume them as in a moment.] As he was 
inclined to do before, (ver. 21.) and now had a greater 
reason. 

And they fell on their faces.] To beseech God not to pu- 
nish the people as they deserved, (ver. 22.) 

Ver. 46. And Moses said unto Aaron.] By God's direc-. 
tion. . 

Take a censer, and put fire therein from off the attar.] 
Near to which they now were, (ver. 43.) 

And put on incense.] Upon the fire.; but not till he came 
into the midst of the congregation, (ver. 47.) 

And go quickly unto the congregation.] With the incense, 
which regularly was to be offered only at the golden altar 
within the sanctuary; but now, in this extraordinary case, 
by God's special order, Aaron is sent with it into the camp, 
that they might all be witnesses of his power with God, and 
that, by his authority, ho was settled in the priesthood. 

And make an atonement for them.] Which was usually 



performed by the blood of a sacrifice: but there was not 
time for that; and therefore now it was made by the in- 
cense, wherewith their daily sacrifices, morning and even- 
ing, were concluded ; and was accompanied by (he prayers 
of the people, while the priest, as he offered it, made inter- 
cession for them, (Psalm cxli. 2.) Thus, as St. Jerome 
glosses, " Currensira Dei, sacerdotis voce prohibebatur;" 
the Divine anger, coming with full speed upon them, was 
stopped by the voice of the priest : which was a notable 
typo of the power of our great high-priest tind intercessor 
with God, the Lord Jesus. 

For there is wrath gone out from the Lord.] Who would 
not wholly grant their prayer for a pardon, (ver. 45.) but 
inflicted some punishment upon them. 

The plague is begun.] A pestilence, in all probability, 
of which several immediately died. 

Ver. 47. And Aaron took -as Moses commanded.] A cen- 
ser, and fire from the altar, with incense ready to be put 
upon it, (ver. 46.) 

Andran.] According to the command of Moses, (ver. 
46.) who bade him go quickly. 

Jnto the midst of the congregation.] Perhaps into the 
.midst of, each of the four camps, of Judah, Reuben, 
Ephraim, and Dan (mentioned in the second chapter), it 
being broke out every where. 

And, behold, the plague was begun among the people.] He 
saw people die on all sides of him. 

, And he put on incense.] Whereupon he put incense upon 
the fire, which he 'brought along with him from the altar, 
(ver,4G.) , 

And made an atonement for the people.] Interceded with 
God for them, and obtained what he desired. 

Ver, 48. And he stood between the dead and the living.] 
This seems to intimate, that the plague began in the skirts 
of their camps, and was proceeding into the heart of them, 
where Aaron stood, as a mediator for those who were not 
yet smitten. 

And the plague was stayed.] A stop was put to its pro- 
gress ; which was a further evidence of Aaron's right to the 
priesthood, by God's appointment; who not only preserved 
him when he offered incense together with Korah's com- 
pany, (ver. 17.) but now makes him an instrument of pre- 
serving others from destruction. „ A < 

Vcr. 49. Now they that died in the plague were fourteen 
thousand and seven hundred.] Who, it is likely, were of 
the forwardest men to. associate themselves with Korah, 
(ver. 19.) 

Besides them that died about thematter of Korah.] Whose 
just number is not known ; for besides the two hundred and 
fifty men, (mentioned ver. 25.) the whole families of Korah, 
Dathan, and Abiram were swallowed up. 

Ver. 50. And Aaron returned unto Moses unto the door of 
the tabernacle of the congregation.] To carry back his 
censer. 

And the plague was stayed.] Or rather, for the plague 
was stayed; and so, having done his business, he returned 
to the tabernacle. 

CHAP. XVII. 

Ver. 1. AND the Lord spake unto ifoscs, saying.] Not 
long after the plague watf stayed. For though there had 
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beep enough done to satisfy the people that Aaron was ad- 
vanced to the priesthood by God's appointment, and not 
by Moses's affection to his kindred; yet their minds had 
been so poisoned by Korah and his complices, with the 
contrary opinion, that it was necessary to do still more to 
root it out. Which was the occasion of what follows. 

Ver. 2. Speak unto the children of Israel.'] Order them 
to bring what I require thee to take of them. 

And take of every one of them.] i. e. Of every tribe. 

A rod.] Or a staff, as the Hebrew word matteli is often 
translated : which some take for an ordinary walking-staff, 
or for the staff which was the badge of their authority, as 
princes of the several tribes; neither of which seems to 
me to be true. For what reason have we to think that 
every man's staff which he commonly used was made of 
the wood of an almond tree? as these were, one may pro- 
bably conclude from the eighth verse. And therefore, I 
take it, they were now all cut off from some tree of that 
kind, and it is likely from one and the same tree, that none 
might fancy there was any difference between them. For 
the miracle was great enough (which here follows), without 
supposing, as some do, that these rods were all of some 
other common wood ; and yet Aaron's rod produced al- 
monds, which were not the proper fruit of it: though it 
must be confessed, that if they ^vvere not of the wood 
of an almond tree, the wonder was greater that his rod 
should bring forth almonds; and struck their minds more 
strongly. 

According to the house of their fathers.] In the Hebrew 
it is father, in the singular number; denoting the principal 
person or patriarch (as we call them); of whose house : or 
family he was to take one rod. 

Of all their princes, according to the house of their fa- 
thers.] This explains the meaning more fully, that the 
prince of every tribe, who was the head of the house of 
their fathers, should bring thbse rods. Their names we 
have in the first chapter of this book, (ver. 5, G.chap. vii. 
2. 12, &c.) 

Twelve rods.] Besides Aaron's; for so many tribes there 
w r ere besides that of Levi. And too great a number of 
every tribe, in all likelihood, had joined with Korah in their 
discontented murmurings, at the confinement of the priest- 
hood unto Aaron's family alone; to which they all fancied 
they had as much right as he. "Which is the reason of 
taking a rod from every tribe; that they might all be con- 
vinced that none of them, but he and his family alone, were 
owned by God for his priests : (see'ehap. xvi. 3.) 

Write thou every man's name upon his rod.] Either by 
an incision into the very wood ; or with such ink as they 
wrote withal in those days, (v. 22.) This he did in the pre- 
sence of the princes ; that they might not afterward suspect 
any fraud, -when they came to take thcir-rods again; but 
be satisfied they were the very same which they saw noted 
with their names. 

Ver. 3. And thou shall write Aarorts name upon the rod 
of Levi.] Because God had made him the prince of that 
tribe, by giving him the high-priesthood. And he would 
have them see, that as ho other person in any of the twelve 
tribes, so no other Levite. ought to pretend unto that high 
office, which he had invested him withal, and him alone. 

For one rod shall be for the head of the house of their 
fathers.] One rod was sufficient, because the head of the 



tribe comprehended the whole tribe, who were all excluded 
from the priesthood, by the exclusion of him who repre- 
sented them. 

Ver. 4. And thou shall lay them up in the tabernacle.] In 
the most holy place. 

Before the testimony.] i.e. Before the ark; called in 
many places the ark of the testimony, (Exod.xl. 3.) because 
therein Moses put the testimony (or, two tables of stone), 
and the mercy-seat above it, ver. 20, 21. where the Divine 
Glory resided. Therefore, to lay the rods before- the testi- 
mony, was to lay them before the Divine Majesty; who 
intended by them finally to determine the present con- 
troversy. 

Wliere I will meet with you.] There he promised to meet 
with Moses, Exod. xxv. 22. by whom he communicated 
his mind unto the people. For he neither met with them, 
nor with Aaron, there, any other way, but by Mosesi And 
therefore the Vulgar Latin here translates it, minding the 
sense rather than the words, Wliere I will speak to them. 
And so the LXX. By which I will be made known to thee 
there. And indeed ineeting with them here, is nothing but 
declaring, or 'making known his mind to them all, by what 
was done there upon Aaron's rod. So it follows in the next 
verse. And for this reason the tabernacle of the Lord is 
called ohelmoed, the tabernacle of meeting ; not of men's 
meeting there (as is commonly supposedly our translating 
it the tabernacle of the congregation), but of God's meeting 
there with men : for so the Lord himself gives the reason of 
the name, both here and in Exod. xxix. 42. xxx. 36. wliere 
I have noted the same out of Mr. Mede. 

Ver. 5. And it shall come to pass, that the man*s rod 
whom- 1 shall choose shall blossom.] The rods being laid 
before me,* I will tell yon whom I have chosen to minister 
to me in the priesthood, by making the Tod upon which his 
name is written to blossom, when all the rest remain as 
they were before, without any alteration. This was a kind 
of new choice (as the words import), whereby God con- 
firmed the choice he had formerly made of Aaronto be 
high-priest. 

And I will make to cease from me the murmurings of the 
children of Israel, whereby they murmur againstyonS] And 
hereby stop all their mouths from murmuring any more 
about this matter ; unless they will oppose me directly, who 
declare beforehand how I intend to give judgment in thig 
case, and put an end to this dispute. 

Ver. G. And Moses spake unto the children of Israel.] 
Told them what God had said, that they might be all con- 
senting to this way of decision. 

And every one of their princes gave him a rod a-piece.] For 
they could not refuse such a fair proposal. 

For each prince one, according to their fathers 9 houses; 
even twelve rods.] Observing herein the commands of Mo- 
ses; who wrote, no doubt, every man's name upon his rod, 
as he was also commanded, ver. 2. 

And the rod of Aaron was among their rods.] Not one of 
the twelve, us the Jews fancy; but besides the twelve rods 
for the twelve tribes (as was directed, ver. 2. and obeyed 
by them, as the foregoing words tell us), his rod was put 
among k them with his name upon it, as their names were 
upon their rods. And therefore the Vulgar translates it, 
having regard to the sense only, there were twelve rods be- 
sides the rod of Aaron: which the LXX/ intended in their 
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translation, Kal r\ /5a/3Soc*Actpwv avajuhov riov pa/3Swv airwv; 
and the rod of Aaron in the midst of their rods. And if it 
were cut from the very same tree with theirs, the miracle 
became the more remarkable. 

Ver. 7. And Moses laid up the rods before the Lord.} Who 
was by them to declare his choice, (ver. 5.) 

In the tabernacle of witness.] In that part of the taber- 
nacle where the ark was, which had in it the tvitness or testi- 
mony which God gave Moses, (Exod. xxv. 21.) who alone 
could go into that place. 

Ver. 8. And it came to pass, that on the morrow.'] It is 
likely God told him he would forthwith shew whom he had 
chosen. 

• Moses went into the tabernacle of witness J] The most holy 
place, where the rods were laid up by God's order* 

And behold, the rod of Aaron.] Which had his name writ- 
ten on it. 

. For the house of Levi.] Or, to the house of Levi, i. e. 
whom God had made head of the Levites. 

Was budded, and brought forth buds, and blossomed blos- 
soms, and yielded almonds.] In some places of the rod, I 
suppose, there was an appearance of buds coming forth; 
in others, the buds were fully thrust out; and in others, tbey 
were opened and shot forth into blossoms; and those blos- 
soms, in other paTts, knotted and grown into almonds. Me- 
yi<rrovKa\To'tQairiaToiQ Oavua, &c. as Gregory Nyssen speaks 
in the Life of Moses, (p. 185.) The greatest miracle even 
in the judgment of unbelievers ; who now acknowledged 
that which before they opposed, (ver. 12, 13.) For, that in 
one night, a dry stick (as some suppose them all to have 
been) should produce buds, and flowers, and fruit, when all 
the rest, which perhaps were cut from the same tree, were 
as dry as they were before, could not but be very amazing; 
and, unless they would shut their eyes, make them see the 
distinction which the Lord made between Aaron, whose 
name that rod bore, and all the rest of the children of Is- 
rael, whojn the other rods represented. 

The heathen did not think such things incredible, as 
Huetius hath shewn in his Quaestiones AInetanse, (lib. i. 
cap. 12. n. 24.) 

Ver. 9. And Moses brought out all the rods from before 
the Lord unto all the children of Israel.] Before whom they 
were exposed to open view, that they might see the differ- 
ence God had made. 

And they looked, and took every man his rod.] Viewed 
them, and, taking them into their hands, examined them ; 
and found they were the very same rods which they had 
delivered unto Moses with their names on them, without 
any alteration. 

Ver. 10. And the Lord said unto Moses, Bring Aaron's 
rod again.*] Which either Moses held in his band, or deli- 
vered it to Aaron (as he did the rest to the several princes 
of the tribes), who shewed it to the children of Israel, with 
the buds, blossoms, and almonds, upon it : after which God 
commanded it to be returned unto him. 

Before the testimony.] To be laid up in the place where 
it was before it was thus changed, (ver. 4. 7.) 

To be kept for a token against the rebels.] That it might 
bo produced as a sufficient conviction of their impiety, if 
any presumed hereafter to rebel against Aaron's authority: 
or rather, that it might prevent all insurrections against it 
for the future. For it remained, we find, in the most holy 



place for some time; as appears both from the apostle, 
(Heb. ix. 4.) and from the reason of its being put here, that 
it might be preserved as a sign or proof of Aaron's au- 
thority, and suppress all opposition to it. But how long it 
continued we cannot tell, (for it is not mentioned when the 
ark was brought into the temple of Solomon, 1 Kings 
viii. 9.) nor is it certain whether it continued in that ver- 
dure wherein it now appeared, with the buds, blossoms, 
and fruit, though it is highly probable it did; because it 
was to be a testimony that the honour of the priesthood 
should continue to Aaron's family alone, through all gene- 
rations. 

, There are those who take this rod which blossomed, and 
was laid up in the most holy place, to have been the rod of 
Moses, wherewith he wrought so many miracles in Egypt 
arid at the Red Sea : concerning which the Jews tell very 
many incredible things; as, that it came from a branch of 
the tree of life, which an angel gave to Seth, who planted 
it in .the wilderness, where Moses found it grown to a tree, 
and cut this rod from it. For when they came to Marah, 
and could not drink the waters, because they were bitter, 
God shewed them this tree, that with it he might make them 
sweet. Upon which tree he afterward placed the brazen 
serpent, by looking on which the people were healed, &c* 
Thus the cabalists generally tell this tale; but some of 
them much otherwise ; who say it was given to Adam, and 
by him to Enoch, and so on till it came to Joseph, in whose, 
house the Egyptians found it when he died, and brought it 
to Pharaoh ; from whom Jethro stole it, &c. with a great 
deal of sucb-like stuff: which Abarbinel saith is to be un- 
derstood mystically. But all the ground they have for this 
fancy, of the rod here laid up being Moses's rod, is from 
chap. xx. 8, 9. where it is said, that Moses took the rod from 
before the Lord, wherewith he brought water out of tho 
rock; and this rod is said (ver. 11.) to be Moses's rod. 
Dr. Owen, upon the Epistle to the Hebrews, follows this 
conceit, and endeavours to find many mysteries in it. But 
it is evidently false : for as there is not the least intimation 
here that it was the rod of Moses, but, quite contrary, it is 
called the rod of Aaron, ver. G. so it had not been a suffi- 
cient argument to convince the infidelity of the Israelites, 
if Aaron's rod had not been of the same kind with all the 
rest For they might have ascribed what came to pass to 
the singular quality or virtue of that rod, especially if it 
were Moses's rod (wherewith wonders used to be wrought), 
and not to a special hand of God appearing to establish 
tho authority of Aaron. And besides, a rod full of blos- 
soms and fruit had been very unfit to be used to smite the 
rock withal; for which purpose that rod (which seems to 
have been his pastoral staff) wherewith ho smote the rock 
in Horeb was most proper, (Exod. xvii. 5, 6.) 

And thou shalt quite take away their miirmuringsfrom me.] 
i. e. iSilence all their cavils against Aaron and his family ; 
which the Lord here declares he would no longer bear, if 
they continued in them after this demonstration of his will 
and pleasure. For here were a great many miraculous 
things concurred together to convince thein, that to oppose 
Aaron was to oppose God himself. Tho Jews reckon up 
eight. First, that Aaron's rod should bring forth buds, 
blossoms, and fruit, all in one night, when the other rods, 
which were of the same nature, brought forth nothing. And 
then, secondly, that the buds brought forth leaves; for so 
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they interpret those words, (vcr. 8.) the rod of Aaron was 
budded, u e. brought forth leaves ; for the next words speak 
of its budding, which followed after. And thirdly, that it 
thrust out leaves before the blossoms, which is contrary to 
the nature of the almond tree. And next, that it put forth 
blossoms all the rod over ; as they interpret those words; 
bloomed blossoms. And then, that a dry stick (as they un- 
derstand it) should produce fruit, and this fruit almonds; 
which such trees (they think), as that rod was taken from, 
did not bear. And further, that it produced ripe almonds, 
as the Hebrew wofd schekedim imports. And lastly, that 
Moses shewed the people all these at one view, the leaves, 
buds, blossoms, and fruit in perfection. By which multi- 
plicity of miracles the dignity of Aaron was so demon- 
strated, that we do not find they at any time hereafter ad- 
ventured to rise up against him. For, besides all those 
wonders now mentioned, it may be, that it was not the 
season of the year for almonds, nor so much as for the bud- 
ding of that tree; which made it the more astonishing. But 
the greatest thing of all was, the continuing of this miracle 
to future ages ; which might well make them afraid to open 
their mouths again in murmurings against Aaron. 

That they die not.'] Be not consumed in a moment, .as 
God had more than once formerly threatened, (chap. xvi. 
21. 45.) and now declared, if they did not mend their man- 
ners, and cease their murmurings about this matter,- he. 
would instantly execute. 

, Ver. 11. And Moses did so: as the Lord commanded, so 
did he.] Both brought the rod again to him, and laid it up 
before him ; and told the children of Israel the reason of 
it, which occasioned what follows. 

Ver. 12. And the children of Israel spake unto Moses, 
saying, Behold, we die, ice perish, &c] Moses having told 
them that he laid up the rod for this end, to be a witness 
against them, that (if they murmured any more) they de- 
served to be all cut off, as they should certainly be, it 
moved them to make this doleful complaint, wherein they 
seem to be convinced of their guilt, and to bewail their 
miserable state. For the sense of these two verses is, 
Some of us died before, and now lately more have perished, 
and we are all in the same danger; surely we shall never 
have done dying, till we be all consumed. 

Behold, we die.] This seems to relate to those judgments 
which had passed upon them heretofore. 

We perish.] And this to what had very lately happened 
to Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, with their company, and 
to those that murmured the next day after, (chap. xvi. 49.) 

We all perish.] This will be the fate of the whole con- 
gregation* 

Vcr. 13. Whosoever cometh any thing near unto the taber- 
nacle of the Lord.] Who was not a priest, and yet ap- 
proached nearer than God allowed. 

Shall die.] So Moses had threatened; and they now be- 
lieved him, and were afraid withal they should some time 
or other incur God's displeasure by their rashness. 

Shall we be consumed with dying?] They seem to be 
afraid, lest, for their late murmuriugs and insurrection, 
after such a heavy punishment for that sin, (chap. xvi. 41, 
42.) God should further plague them, as by this new sign 
he convinced them they justly deserved; and therefore beg 
of Moses to entreat God to spare them, and not to go on 
utterly to destroy them. 
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Ver. 1. JLND the Lord said unto Aaron.] By the hand of 
Moses, it is most likely, unto whom God was wont to 
communicate all that he would have delivered, either to. 
Aaron or to the people, (chap. xvii. 4.) And having done 
more miracles than one to establish Aaron in the priest- 
hood, he now lets him know that the honour he had done 
him was an office of great weight and burden, wherein he 
was to behave himself with great care and circumspection: 
and withal, he again declares what the duty of the Levites 
was, together with the priests, from ver. 1. unto ver. 8* 
And from thence he proceeds to tell them what mainte- 
nance he had settled upon both, for their encouragement in 
doing their duty ; as I shall observe in the proper places. 

Thousand thy sons, and thy fathers house with thee.] You 
and the Levites (whom he calls his father's house), who had 
the charge of the sanctuary. 

Shall bear the iniquity of the sanctuary.] If the sanctu- 
ary were profaned, through the negligence of the Levites, 
who were to keep strangers, and people in their unclean- 
ness, from entering into it; and if the priests were remiss, 
and did not take care to see the Levites do their duty, the 
punishment of such profanation, he tells them, should fall 
upon them. - 

And thou and thy sons with thee.] i. e. Aaron and the 
priests alone; * , . 

Shall bear the iniquity of the priesthood.] Suffer the pu- 
nishment of it; if they permitted any person who was not 
of the line of Aaron to offer incense, or perform any part 
of the priest's office; or if they themselves should minister 
in their uncleanness, or having any blemish, or did any 
thing contrary to the rules of their office. 

This was some comfort to the people, who were afraid 
they should die for every error committed in their ap- 
proaches to the sanctuary, (chap. xvii. 12, 13.) for which he 
assures them he would punish the priests and the Levites, 
and not them. And it also served to remove the people's 
envy to the priest, whose dignity they saw accompanied 
with such great danger. 

Ver. 2. And thy brethren also of the tribe of Levi, the 
tribe of thy father.] This also was a comfort to the Le- 
vites, and designed to make them more contented than they 
had been, in their inferior offices, that the priests were to 
look upon them as their brethren. 
- Bring thou with thee.] Into the tabernacle. 

That they may be joined with thee.] As assistants to thee 
there. 

And minister unto thee.] In such things as I have men- 
tioned: (sec upon chap. iii. 6.) 

But thou and thy sons with thee shall minister before the 
tabernacle of witness.] The words shall minister not being 
in the Hebrew, some think he still speaks of the Levites, 
and translate the words thus, both to thee, and to thy sons 
with the.e (they shall minister, as was said before) before 
the tabernacle of witness. But they that are of this opinion 
do not consider what is meant by the tabernacle of witness, 
which signifies the most holy place, (see chap. ix. 15. and 
x; 11.) before which the Levites did not minister; but be- 
fore the tabernacle of the congregation, as Moses expressly 
speaks, chap. iii. 7. (sec there,) where they attended upon 
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the priests in the court of the sanctuary, in which tho 
priests only could minister; as Aaron alone did, upon ono 
certain day only, in the most holy place. 

Ver. 3. And they shall keep thy charge, and the charge 
of all the tabernacle.'] Of the outward part of it; (see chap. 
iii. 7, 8.) and carry the vessels belonging to the inward 
part, viz. the sanctuary, (chap. iv. 15.) 

Only they shall not come nigh the vessels of the sanctuary.] 
They were not to touch them when they carried them, 
(chap. iv. 15.) nor to see when they were covered by the 
priests, (chap. iv. 19, 20.) 

And the altar.] I take this to bo meant not only of the 
altar of incense, but also of the burnt-offering; unto which 
they were not to approach, nor touch it, while they at- 
tended upon the priests, who only could minister there. 
This is justified from Exod. xxix. 37. where this altar is 
slaid to' be most holy, and whosoever touched it is required 
to be holy. 

TJtat neither they nor yon also die.] They for presuming 
to go beyond the bounds of their office, and the priest for 
permitting them. 

*- Ver. 4. And they shall be joined unto thee.] He would 
have the priests look upon the Levites as part of that 
sacred body of men that waited upon God in the taber- 
nacle, though in an inferior office. And, indeed, the very 
name of Levi imported as much: and denoted them to be 
adjuncts to some other persons. Accordingly we find, in 
aftertimes, that as the Levites were a guard on the outside 
of the temple, so the priests watched within it.' 

And keep the charge of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
for all the service of the tabernacle.] See chap. iii. 7, 8. 
The heaviest part of their service, which is called their 
burden, is mentioned particularly chap. iv. 3, 4. and the 
rest of that chapter. 

A stranger shall not come nigh unto you.] This seems to 
relate both to the priests and to the inferior ministers: that 
none should presume to perform the office of the former, 
but only the family of Aaron; nor of the latter, who were 
not of the tribe of Levi. But the Hebrew doctors, parti- 
cularly Maimonides, by zar (a stranger), understand in 
this place every one that was not of the seed-male of 
Aaron: so that the sons of his daughters should not mi- 
nister. For the sons of Aaron, saith he, (Biath Hammik- 
dash, cap. 9.) are appointed, and none other, to lay things 
in order for sacrifice, (Lev. i. 5.) and to burn the fat of the 
peace-offerings upon the altar, (Lev. iii. 8.) His daughters 
were incapable of it; and so were all those that descended 
from them. The same may be said of the Levites. 

Ver. 5. And ye shall keep.] That is, the priests were 
bound to do what follows. 

The charge of the sanctuary.] Where, as they alone were 
to minister, so they were to take care of all the holy things 
therein contained, (the shew-bread, lamps, &c.) and to 
cover them when they were to be removed, (chap. iv. 
5, G, &c.) 

1 And the charge of the altar.] Of burnt-offering; where 
they only were to offer sacrifice, and to take care of every 
thing belonging to it, (chap. iv. 3. 14.) 

That, there be no wrath any more upon the children of 
Israel.] That you may by your care and constant admoni- 
tions prevent the children of Israel from running into such 
profanations, much more from such- intrusions into the 



sacred offices, as may bring God's most high displeasure 
again upon them. 

Ver. G. And I, behold, I have taken your brethren the Le- 
vites from among the children of Israel.] See chap. iii. 12. 
41. 45. and viii. G. 1G. 18. The Levites are again called 
their brethren, that the priests might not despise them be- 
cause they served in a lower condition, but treat them with 
kindness and brotherly affection. 

To you are they given as a gift.] See chap. iii. 9. but 
especially chap. viii. 19. 

For the Lord.] To assist you inyour ministry to the Lord. 

To do the service of tlie tabernacle of the congregation.] 
This hath been repeated very often, (chap. iii. 7, 8. iv. 
3, 4. 23, &c. viii. 19. 22. 24.) and here is mentioned again 
that the Levites might be possessed with this opinion, that 
they were but ministers to the priests, and therefore ought 
not to presume hereafter to aspire, as Korah did, to the 
office of priesthood. 

Ver. 7. Therefore thou and thy sons with thee shall keep 
your, priest's office.] Preserve it to yourselves, and suffer 
no other person to invade it. 

For every thing of the altar.] These words, and the fol- 
lowing, briefly declare what is meant by the priest's office. 
First, to offer sacrifice at the altar of burnt-offering, and 
sprinkle the blood, &c. 

And within the veil.] Next, to perform all the sendee of 
God within the sanctuary. For in the Hebrew the words 
are, and for within the veil, which is a short form of speech, 
importing both all that was to be done in the sanctuary by 
the sons of Aaron (as, burning incense, putting on the shew- 
bread, and lighting the lamps), and likewise all that was to 
be done in the most holy place* by Aaron himself, on the 
day of atonement. For the word paroccth always signi-' 
fies the inner veil, before the most holy place ; the outward 
veil being constantly called masack; and therefore the ex- 
actest translation of the Hebrew words lemibbeth laparo- 
ceth is this, for xviihin the house (i. e. the holy place) for 
the veil; i. e. within the veil, in the most holy place. 

And ye shall serve.] In these places ye alone shall serve,, 
and employ nobody else. 

I have given your priest's office nnto you as a service of 
gift.] He would have the Levites to know, that Aaron and 
his sons had not arrogantly usurped this office of minister- 
ing alone at both the altars; but he had freely bestowed it 
upon them, and appropriated it unto them. 

And the stranger.] Though a Levite, if he be not of the 
family of Aaron. 

That cometh nigh.] Presumes to offer sacrifices at the 
altar of burnt-offering, or incense at the golden altar. 

Shall be put to death.] This is repeated, by reason of 
the late rebellion of Korah and his complices, who, as-' 
piring to the priesthood, came to a fearful end. (See chap, 
iii. 10.) 

Ver. 8. And the Lord spake nnto Aaron, saying.] Having 
told him in the foregoing part of the chapter (particularly 
in tho foregoing verse) what should be the work of him 
and his sons, he proceeds to tell him what recompence 
he should have for his service at the altar of burnt-offerings 
and in the sanctuary. Of which he gives him a large 
account (from this verse to the twentieth), that he might 
want no encouragement to care and diligence in his em- 
ployment. 
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Behold, I also, I have given thee the charge.] He bids 
him observe the IaTge grant which he now makes him, as 
well as the work he had laid upon him : for by giving him 
the charge of what follows, he means bestowing them upon 
him for his own use ; with a charge to let none have them 
but himself. 

Of my heave-offerings of all the hallowed things of tht 
children of Israel'] See Lev. vii. 34; and below, ver. 11. of 
this chapter. 

Unto thee have I given them, by reason of the anointing.] 
Because thou art consecrated, by being anointed with the 
holy oil to the office of a priest, (Lev. viii. 12.) 

And to thy sons by an ordinance for ever.] See Lev. 
vii. 34. 

Ver. 9. Tliis shall be thine of the most holy things.] He 
begins with those things which might be eaten only by the 
priests themselves. 

Reserved from the fire.] From the altar of burnt-offering : 
for there were some things called most holy, which were 
their portion, that came not from thence, but out of the 
sanctuary; viz. the twelve cakes, which were taken off the 
table, and given to Aaron and his sons every sabbath-day, 
(Lev. xxiv. 5—9.) 

Every oblation of theirs.] In the Hebrew, all their kor- 
bans: which is a larger word than zebach; comprehend- 
ing not only such sacrifices as were killed at the altar 
(which are properly called zebachim), but all the minchas, 
or meat-offerings (as we translate it), which were of things 
inanimate; and the sacrifices of birds also, whose blood 
was never poured out at the altar. And therefore korban 
seems here to be a general word, comprehending all the 
particulars which follow ; especially if all be translated 
exactly, as the words are in the Hebrew. 

Every meat-offering of theirs, &c] In the Hebrew the 
words are, for all their meat-offerings; which makes the 
sense plainer, if the whole be thus translated, All their kor- 
bans (or oblations) for all their meat-offerings, and for all 
their sin-offerings, and for all their trespass-offerings; of 
all which the priest had a part. Concerning the meat-offer- 
ings, or ratheT the bread-offerings (for so mincha may most 
fitly be translated, the sacrifices being flesh, which were 
not eaten without bread and drink, that were their conco- 
mitants), see Lev. ii. 3. 10. vi. 15, 16. where the flesh of 
the sin-offerings, except those whose blood was brought 
into the most holy place, is given also unto them, (ver. 26.) 
and so are the trespass-offerings also, in the next chapter, 
(Lev. vii. 6, 7.) As for burnt-offerings, they were wholly the 
Lord's; and peace-offerings were not accounted things 
most holy, but reckoned amongst the less holy; as appears 
from ver. 11. of this present chapter. 

Which they shall renddr unto me.] These words relate 
only to the trespass-offerings, immediately before named ; 
which were attended with a rccompence of the wrongs 
done, either unto the Lord, (Lev. v. 15, 16.) or unto their 
neighbours, (Lev. vi. 5. Numb. v. 8, 9.) 

Shall be most holy for thee, and for thy sons.] To be 
used by none else ; as it follows in the next verse. 

Ver. 10. In the most holy place shalt thou eat it.] i. e. In 
the place where they performed their sacred office (in that 
part of the tabernacle next the sanctuary), which is called 
most holy, in comparison with the rest which were further 
off, because none might enter into it but the priests alone ; 



see note upon Lev. vi. 16. where it is said expressly, it 
shall be eaten in the holy place, in the court of the taber* 
nacle of the congregation. And see ver. 26. and chap. x. 
12, 13. ; 

Every male shall eat it.] And none else, as the places 
befoTcmeritioned expressly limit it, (Lev. ii. 3. 10. vi. 18. 
29. vii. 6.) 

It Shall be holy unto thee.] Peculiarly separated from the 
use of all other persons, but only Aaron and his sons. 

Ver. 11. And this is thine.] Now he mentions the less holy. 
things, as before the most holy ; which he bestowed upon 
him and his whole' family; s 

The heave-offerings of their gift, with all the wave-offer- 
ings of the children of Israel] That is, ttie breast of their 
peace-offerings (which are here called their gift), which was 
waved before the Lord, and the right shoulder heaved; 
and then given to the priest for his portion, (Lev. vii. 
30—34.) And so was the right shoulder of the ram, which 
was offered for the Nazarite, (Numb. vi. 19, 20.) 

I have given themnnto thee, and unto thy sons, and to thy 
daughters with thee, &c] These were not confined to the 
males only, but might be eaten by their daughters also,. 
(Lev. x. 14.) 1 

Every one that is clean in thy house shall eat of it.] Not 
only their wives, and their daughters that were not marv 
ried, but those who were divorced or widows, and returned 
to their father's house without children; or had children be- 
gotten by a priest, (see Lev. xxii. 13.) together with their* 
servants also, whether bought with their money, or born in 
their house ; though not hired servants, ot mere sojourners* 
(Lev. xxii. 10, 11.) But these things were to.be eaten in 
a clean place, (Lev. x. 14.) sorxte\thcre within the camp, as 
afterward in Jerusalem: (Deut. xii. 6, 7. 17, 18.) and' rid 
unclean person permitted to eat of them, (Lev. vii. 20, 21. 
xxii. 4.) And besides, when any Israelite killed an ox, a 
sheep, or a goat for his own use, he was bound to give the 
| priest the shoulder, the two cheeks, and the maw ; as the 
Jews understand, Deut. xviii. 3. 

Ver. 12. All the best of the oil, and all the best of the 
wine, &c] The Greek translates the Hebrew word cheleU 
(fat)hy fxvzXbg, marrow, Gen. xlv. IS. but here enrapxrj, 
the first-fruits of the oil, &c. signifying these first-fruits 
were to be of the very best of air the things here men- 
tionecf ; which were to be brought in the beginning of the 
vintage, and of the harvest: the precise quantity of which- 
is no where determined; but, they say, it wa£ at least the 
sixtieth part of the whole: seeExod.xxii.29.xxiii.19.DeuC 
xviii. 4. where he speaks of the first-fruits which every 
private man was to offer; beside which there was a first- 
fruit offered in the name of the whole congregation, (Lev. 
xxiii. 10; 17.) All which belonged to the priests as' a re- 
ward for their service. 

The first-fruits of them, which' they shall offer unto the 
Zord, them have I given thee.] Our Mr. Thorndike thus dis- 
tinguishes the two sorts of first-fruits mentioned here; and 
in other places : the one was to be taken by the priests at 
the barn and wine-press, as he thinks that here spoken" 
of was: the other was to be brought to the sanctuary, viz. 
those mentioned Exod. xxii.' and xxiii. Deut. xxvi. 1*2: 
The quantity of either of them being in the .moderate ac- 
count, a fiftieth part, as St. Jerome determined upon Ezek. 
x\v. which is agreeable to the Jewish constitutions in Mai- 
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monides, of First-fruits, cap. 2. and of Separations, cap. 
3. But tlie Scripture (Ezek. xlv.13.) requires only the six- 
tieth part. (Seo Rights of the Church in a Christian State, 
p. 210.) 

Ver. 13. And tohatsoever is first ripe in the land, ivhich 
they shall bring unto the Lord, shall be thine.] Some take 
this to signify the first-fruits of all other things besides corn, 
wine, and oil, mentioned in the foregoing verse. But it 
being a different word from that which we translate first- 
fntits (viz. biccurim, not reshilh), it is most likely, he here 
intends, either tho things first ripe (as we translate it) be- 
fore the rest of the harvest and vintage, or those voluntary 
offerings of- this sort .which 'any one pleased to make; 
which seem to be intended in these words, which they 
shall bring unto the Lord ; i. e. of their own good will, over 
and above the ordinary first-fruits. 

J The Jews generally understand by biccurim such things 
as are ripe before the rest, either in the field or elsewhere; 
whether they, were, wheat, barley, or any other sort of grain; 
oi?. figs," grapes, pomegranates, olives, or dates; which they 
bound about with a rush, and said, let this be for the first- 
fruits: which every man might bring in what measure ho 
pleased, none being appointed by the law. 

Every one that is clean in thy house sJtall eat of it.] The 
whole family of the priests, if they were under no pollu- 
tion : (see ver. 11.) ; , t 
.' Ver. 14. Every thing devoted in Israel, shall be thine.] 
Of those things which the Hebrews call cherem(a thing de- 
voted), Moses speaks in Lev. xxvii.21. 28. And they were 
either simply devoted, in such words as these, let this thing 
beacherem; or .with an addition (determining it to. a.cer- 
tain use), let this be a chercm offered by .me for holy uses. 
The first sort was wholly the priests'; but the latter was 
employed /about the temple, or the vessels of it, or the 
priests' garments. And these devoted things, which be- 
came the priests' portion, differed in this from free-will-of- 
ferings, that every thing which was offered as a cherem 
might be eaten only by the priests in the holy place; but 
other .free- will-offerings by the whole family in any clean 
place. 

) Ver. 15. Every thing that openeththe matrix in all flesh, 
which they bring unto the JLord, whether it be of men or 
leasts, shall be thine.] That which first came out of the 
womb of auy creature was to be the priests', if it \v*ere a 
male. .If a female w T ere the first-born, and a male, folio wed 
next, that was not the priests', because it did not open the 
womb, as the Hebrews expound it. (See Exod. xiii. 2.) 

! Nevertheless the first-born of man shalt thou. surely re- 
deem, and the firstling of unclean beasts shalt thou redeem.] 
See Exod. xiii. 13. xxxiv. 20. 

Ver. 16. And those that are to be redeemed.] viz. Of the 
first-born of men mentioned before, (not of unclean crea- 
tures, which w r ere to be redeemed by a lamb, Exod. xiii. 13.) 
and that after they were eight days old, (Exod. xxii. 30.) 
,» From a month old shalt thou redeem.] Then .the money 
was due, but they commonly stayed till the fortieth day, 
when the woman was purified. 

. According to thy estimation.] Some think this relates not 
to what follows, that the priest should set a value upon 
them (for that was a set Tate, ./we shekels for every one), but 
to what goes before, that, after a.child was a month old, tho 
priest should appoint a day for the payment of the redemp- 



tion-money; .either immediate y after the. woman had lain- 
in a month, or on the fortieth day, that she might be puri- 
fied and the child redeemed both together But it rather 
refers to what follows : . for though the price be determined; 
yet so it is in another case, (Lev. xxvii. 3, 4.) and not- 
withstanding is said to be by the estimation of the priest ; 
because he was to take. this money, not according to the 
quality of the person, but as much of a poor man as of a 
rich, and not more of a rich man than of a poor. 

For the money of five shekels, &c] Which was the price 
set upon the first-born, when they were exchanged for the 
Levites, (chap. iii.4G, 47.) This redemption of every first- 
born was a matter of great importance, and therefore so 
often mentioned, as a very learned friend of mine, Dr. Alix, 
observes," in his Reflections on the four last Books of Mo- 
ses, chap. 3. For as the separation of the tribe of Levi to 
God's service instead of the first-born, whom God spared 
and preserved in Egypt (of which we read in the third 
chapter of this book)^ made every Levite become a living 
memorial .of that great miracle wrought at the Israelites 
going out of Egypt; so this law concerning the redemption 
of the first-born made a further impression upon their 
minds, of that mighty band of God which compelled Pha- 
raoh to let the Israelites depart out of his country. 
-. Ver. 17. But the firstling of a cow, or of a sheep, -or a 
goat, thou shalt not redeem.'] For they were clean crea- 
tures ; and only unclean beasts were to be redeemed, 
(ver. 15.) 

. TItey are holy.] Separated by my appointment for a holy 
use ;. viz.* to be offered in sacrifice; not redeemed, nor put 
to any other use. 

TIiou shalt sprinkle their blood upon the altar, and burn 
their fat, &c] Just as they did with their peace-offerings, 
(Lev, vii. 31. 33.) 

Ver. 18. And the flesh of them shall be thine.] The whole 
body of the beasts (not merely some part of them), after the 
fat was-burnt, became the priests' entirely. 

As the wave-breast and the right shoulder are thine.] As 
these parts of the peace-offerings were the priests', (see ver. 
11.) so that all their family, who were clean, might eat of 
the flesh of these firstlings, as they did of those parts of 
the peace-offerings. 

Ver.-19. All the heave-offerings of the holy things, tvhich 
the children of Israel offer unto the Lord.] He repeats what 
he had said in the beginning of this discourse, (ver. 8.) that 
he had given him all the heave-offerings ; which compre- 
hend those mentioned chap. vi. 19,20. 

Have I given thee, and thy sons and thy daughters with 
thee, by a statute for ever.] Settled upon the priests -and 
their whole family for their support, by an unalterable law. 
(See /ver. 11.) 

: It is a covenant of salt for ever before the Lord unto thee, 
&c] i. e. An everlasting covenant, never to be revoked. 
(See upon Lev. ii. 13.) And these tilings being to be eaten 
before the Lord, there was a place in the court of the wo- 
men where they feasted upon them; as L'Empereur ob- 
serves upon Middoth, cap. 2. sect. G. 

Ver. 20. And the Lord spake n?ito Aaron, saying.] See 
ver. 1. 

TIiou shalt have no inheritance in their land.] i. c. In the 
land of the children of Israel, whom he speaks of in the 
foregoing verse ; where, having told him what reward he 
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and his family should have for his service, he bids them be 
satisfied therewith, and not expect any more. And indeed 
it was so very liberal a provision, that their desires could 
not reasonably extend any further. For as they had two 
sorts of first-fruits (as I observed ver.12.) so, after a tithe 
of that which was given to the Levites, there was another 
tithe of what remained to be spent in sacrificing at Jerusa- 
lem ; that is, for the most part, upon the priests and Le- 
vites, unto whom, and unto the poor, it wholly belonged 
every third year, (Deut. xiv. 22. 28. Exod. xxiii. 19. xxxiv; 
20.) Add hereunto the first-born, all the sin-offerings, and 
their share in the peace-offerings, and the skins of the sa- 
crifices (which alone, as Philo observes, were a great re- 
venue), and it will appear it could not be so little as a fifth 
part of the fruit of the country that came to the priests for 
their maintenance, as Mr. Thorndike observes in the Rights 
of the Church in a Christian State, p. 211. 
- Neither shalt thou have any part among them.] When 
the land was divided, no fields, or vineyards, &c. were to 
be given to the priests, nor to any of the tribe of Levi. And, 
as the Jewish doctors say, they were to have no part among 
their brethren in the spoil. So Jarchi upon this place, and 
Maimonides, and others, who endeavour to answer the ob- 
jection which may be raised against this from the thirty- 
first chapter of this very book, ver. 28, 29. where a tri- 
bute was taken of the prey they got from the Midianites, 
and given to Eleazar and the Levites. This tribute, say 
they, was offered because the spoil came by executing 
God's vengeance upon a land that was not theirs, (chap. 
xxv. 17.) But of the land of Sihon and Og (which God be- 
stowed upon them, as he did the land of Canaan), nothing 
was given to the priests and Levites; for they were admo- 
nished to the contrary (as they understand them) by these 
words, neither shalt thou have any part among them ; no, 
not of the spoil. 

• Certain it is, that of the land of the country they were to 
have no parf, God having otherwise provided for them, that 
they might attend wholly to his service, and not spend their 
time in tilling the ground, or feeding cattle, which would 
have taken up their thoughts very much from their sacred 
employment. Yet the Levites had certain cities and their 
suburbs assigned to them, chap. xxxv. 2, &c. (which was 
executed by Joshua, as God commanded, Josh, xxi.2, 3.) 
whereby they were dispersed among the tribes of Israel, 
that they might the better instruct the people in the Divine 
law, (Deut. xxxiii. 10. 2 Chron. xxx. 22. Malachi ii. 4, 5, 
&c.) By accident also the priests came to have some land. 
(See Lev. xxvii. 20, &c. and my notes there.) 

I am thy part, and thine inheritance among the children 
of Israel.] For they were maintained in his house, and 
lived upon his altar, and fed from his table ; as it is ex- 
plained in Josh. xiii. 14. " The sacrifices of the Lord God of 
Israel made by fire are their inheritance, as he said unto 
them :" which is given as the reason why Joshua gave them 
no inheritance. And sec ver. 33. of that chapter, where 
the Lord God of Israel is said to be their inheritance: who, 
it appears by the foregoing part of this chapter, and other 
places, made such an ample provision for them, that if he 
had given them any part of the land of Canaan together 
with it, there had been too great an inequality between 
them and the rest of the tribes of Israel. For without any 
share in the land, their portion w r as far richer than that of 



any other persons whatsoever. I have said enough to 
prove this already ; but it may not be amiss to set it before 
the reader again a little, more distinctly. As they had 
yearly the first-fruits of the whole country, which were at 
least the sixtieth* part of the fruits it produced; and the 
tenth part of the tithe given to the Levites, (as it follows 
below, ver. 26.) and all free-will-offerings ; together with 
the money which arose out of persons and things devoted 
unto God; and all the firstlings of cows, sheep, and goats, 
and the redemption-money for the firstlings of such crea- 
tures as were unclean : so they had all the meat-offerings, 
offerings for sin, and trespass-offerings ; together with the 
breast and shoulder of all peace-offerings, and the skins of 
all burnt-offerings; and the loaves made of the first dough, 
and the shew-bread, and (as Josephus and others expound 
Deut. xviii. 3.) a considerable part of every beast that was 
killed for private use; besides the cities and land about 
them which were assigned to the Levites : which, if well 
weighed, there will appear a vast difference between the 
priests and the rest of the people. For the first-fruits alone, 
if they were not less than the sixtieth part of the product 
of the country, might seem sufficient, especially if the first- 
lings be added, the priests not being the sixtieth part of the 
people; no, nor the hundredth part, as learned men have 
computed. *(See Bonfrerius.) 

Ver. 21. And, behold.] Now he gives the Levites notice 
of the recompence he would make them for their service, 
as he had told the priests what they should have for theirs* 
And Aaron hath the delivery of this grant made to them 
. from God, that they might see he did not mind himself, and 
the interest of his own family only. 

. I have given the children of Levi all the tenth in Israel.] 
See Levit. xxvii. 30. and 2 Chron. xxxi. 5, G. where they 
are distinctly mentioned. Aben Ezra thinks the tenth 
rather than any other part was assigned, because it was a 
perfect number; ten being in simple numbers the highest 
to which we can arise, without repeating the numbers under 
it. For it is (as he speaks) the beginning of the second 
combination, and the end of the first, whereupon all num- 
bers do depend: which our Mr. Mede hath expressed, in 
my judgment, far better; who looks upon it as God's 
favourable dealing with men, in requiring but the tenth, 
which is in truth the least part of their goods, according to 
the first division. For when we proceed beyond ten, we 
begin to make a new division, as eleven is ten and one, &c. 
But we need not have recourse to such niceties. (See upon 
Genesis xxviii. 22.) 

For an inheritance.] Instead of a share in, the land of 
Canaan, which other tribes had divided among them. And 
a larger inheritance this was than any other tribe possessed ; 
for this was the smallest tribe of all, as appears by com- 
paring the account which is given of them in the beginning 
of this book. For all the males of this tribe, from a month 
old and upward, were but two-and-twenty thousand ; (chap, 
iii. 29.) whereas in the tribe of Judah alone there were 
above threescore and fourteen thousand men of war: (chap, 
i. 2G, 27.) and yet the Levites had a tenth part of the pro- 
duct of the whole country; and the twelve tribes had only 
the other nine parts among them. Such a care had God 
of those who were peculiarly devoted to his service. 

For the service which they serve, &c] As a reward of their 
service; of which see chap. iv. 
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Vcr. 22. Neither must the children of Israel henceforth 
come nigh the tabernacle of the congregation.'] Or rather, 
Therefore the children of Israel must not come nigh, so as 
to perform any of tho offices belonging to the priests and 
Lcvites ; who wero appointed to do every thing belonging 
to tho service of God there, and had their reward for it also 
appointed. 

Lest they bear sin, and die.] Be punished with death ; 
which is often threatened to such presumption. 

Ver. 23. But the Levites sliall do the service of the taber- 
nacle of tlie congregation.] It was their work, and no- 
body's else; and therefore no other persons were to meddle 
with it; that is, they alone guarded the tabernacle, and 
afterward the temple; opened the gates of it, kept out 
all strangers (i.e. all but priests and Lcvites), carried 
the tabernacle, and its vessels, when they were to be re- 
moved, &c. 

And they shall bear their iniquity.] They sliall die for it, 
if they permit any one else to come there and do their work, 
(see ver. %.) 

It shall be a statute for ever throughout their generations, 
that among the children, of Israel they have no inheritance.] 
As all other persons were excluded from serving in the 
tabernacle, so they who served there were shut out from 
having any inheritance among their brethren. This was 
made an unalterable law, which provided another separate 
xnaintenanco for them, by the tithes of all the land ; as here, 
it again follows. 

Ver. 24. But the titlies of the children of Israel, xvhich 
they offer as a heave-offering unto the Lord.] That the 
people might not grudge to pay them the tithes for their 
service, he represents them as a heave-offering which they 
offered to God, in gratitude to him, of whom, as tho su- 
preme landlord, they held their land. Not that they were 
heaved up or waved before the Lord : but they were of the 
same nature with those things that were so offered to him, 
i. e. holy things, separate to his uses; all which arc called 
by this name of terumah, (ver. 8.) And particularly all the 
offerings which God required to be freely brought, for the 
building him a sanctuary, are called by this name of te- 
rumah, or heave-offering, (Exod. xxv. 2. See there.) 

I have given to the Levites to inherit.] The Israelites 
gave them to God; and he gave them to the Levites tor 
their inheritance ; who had as much right to them, as the 
other tribes had to their land. Which was the reason he 
ordered they should have no portion of the land of Canaan 
with the other tribes, as it here follows ; therefore have I 
sqid unto tjiem^ Among the children of Israel shall they have 
no inheritance: for he had given them the tithes to inherit. 
But R. Solomon Jarchi observes also, that the Levites 
themselves had no right to them, till they had taken out the 
tenth part from their tenth, and given it to the priests; as is 
here immediately directed. 

,Yer. 25. And the Lord spake unto, Moses, saying.] In all 
the foregoing part of the chapter, (ver. 1. 8. 20.) the Lord 
spake unto Aaron (though by Moses), but hcralus order is 
particularly directed to Moses ; because that which follows 
would better come from him, than from Aaron ; who was 
employed in acquainting the Lcvites with the donation God 
had made of the tithes to them, (ver. 21.) but it would not 
hayc been, so proper for him to tell them what was to be 
given out of the tithes to himself and to the priests. 



Ver. 26. Tlius speak unto th* Levites, and say unto them, 
When ye take of the children of Israel the tithes, which I 
have given you from them for your inheritance.] In these 
words Moses confirms the report which Aaron had made 
to them, that the tithes of the land should be theirs, and 
their brethren the children of Israel have no right to them. 

Then shall ye offer up a heave-offering for the Lord.] As 
the Israelites made their grateful acknowledgments to 
God by offering their tithes to him, for the use of his ser- 
vants the Levites, (ver. 24.) so it was but fit that tho Le- 
vites should be so grateful as to offer to him the tithe of 
their tithes (as it here follows), for such uses as he should 
appoint. 

Even a tenth part of the tithe.] For the tenth part which 
God reserved to himself out of the land which he gave the 
children of Israel, was a kind of rent paid to him their su- 
preme Lord : and he assigning this rent over to the Levites 
for their maintenance, thought good notwithstanding to re- 
serve a tithe of this tenth part to himself; that thereby he 
might, as it were, hold his possession, and keep seisin (as 
the lawyers speak) of his own inheritance. 

Ver. 27. And this your heave : offering shall be reckoned 
unto you.] Be accepted by God, as the offerings heaved up 
to him in the sanctuary arc, (vcr. 24.) though it babut the 
hundredth part of the whole fruit of the land. 

As though it were the cornoftJie thrashing-floor, and as 
the fulness of the wine-press.] As if you paid such a tithe, 
as the Israelites do to you, out of all their own fields and 
vineyards : that is, they were to believe their offering of 
this small part to be as acceptable to God, as that of all 
the tribes of Israel ; and that they should have the same 
right to what remained, when they had done this, as the 
people had to all the rest of the fruits of the earth, when 
they had paid the tenth part to the Levites. 

VeT. 28. Thtis you also shall offer a heave-offering unto 
the Lord of all your tithe s tvhich ye receive of the children 
of Israel.] He would have them know that he ordered this, 
because he would not have the Levites alone offer nothing 
to him, from.whom they received so much; but they also 
should make him a grateful acknowledgment as well as 
others. 

And ye shall give thereof the Lord's heave-offering.'] It is 
called so often the Lord's heave-offering, that they might 
the more willingly pay it, out of a thankful sense of what 
they owed, to him, the donor of all. 

To Aaron the priest.] This tithe is thought by some to 
have been designed for the high-priest alone. Two great 
men in their time were of thisopinion, fin. Nicolaus Lyra, 
and tho famous Alphonsus Tostatus. And another very 
learned person of our own (bishop R. Montague), thinks it 
not altogether improbable, that such a provision as this 
might be made for the high-priest and his family, state and 
dignity ; he being a man of great power and might, only 
less than the kings of Israel ; and the inferior priests having 
a noble maintenance, without this, from the first-fruits and 
offerings of the people. 

But there is nothing to support this, but the mere letter of 
the text : for Josephus expressly says the contrary, (lib. vi* 
Archacolog. cap. 4.) and so do the generality of the Jewish 
writers, and St. Jerome also, that all the priests had their 
share in this tenth paid by the Levites: which, till it was 
paid, the Levites might not spend, to their own use, any 
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part of their tithe. And to secure this, " the priest was to 
be with the Levites when they took tithes," (as we read 
Nehem. x. 37, 38.) to take care that they set out a tenth 
part of them for the priests. Where by the priest the son of 
Aaron, I cannot think is meant the high-priest himself (for 
that had been below his dignity), but some priest, I suppose, 
appointed by him, who took care of the concerns of the 
Whole order of priesthood, and particularly of the high- 
priest's interest; who, it is probable, had a principal share 
among the rest in this revenue ; perhaps a tenth part out 
of their tenth. But for this I have no authority : though I 
take it for certain, that when he saith this tenth should be 
given to Aaron the priest, the meaning is, that, as it was not 
for himself alone, but all his sons had a share in it, so he 
himself was not excluded from an honourable portion of it 

It may seem strange, perhaps, that there is no particular 
portion set out for the high-priest by himself, if this be not 
it. But it is to be considered, that all the forenamed pro- 
vision (from ver. 8. to ver. 20.) was made for him in the 
first place, and for the priests together with him. For so 
the words run, nnto thee have I given them, and to thy sons, 
(ver. 8, 9, &c.) And he had this privilege also, that he did 
not minister by lot, as the other priests did in their several 
courses, but when he pleased; and might take to himself 
what sacrifices he thought good to offer, (ver; 9, 10.) as 
Maimonides tells us, in Cele Mikdasch, cap. 5. where he 
speaks concerning the high-priest's prerogatives. 

Ver. 2f). Out of all your gifts.] Not only out of their 
tithes, but out of all. their other possessions, which God 
gave them ; their fields, for instance, which were in the 
suburbs of their cities. 

Ye shall offer.] Make a present to the priests. 

Every heave-offering.] Some portion of every thing God 
gives you to possess. 

Of the Lord.] As a thankful acknowledgment of the Di- 
vine bounty to you, upon whom he hath bestowed so many 
good things. (See ver. 28.) 

■ Of all the best thereof] And that not of the refuse, but 
of the best of the tithe, and other things that w r ere given 
them: by which is not to be understood, that they were 
bound to pick out the very best, wheat suppose, and sepa- 
rate it from the worse (which would have been to have 
given them more than a tenth part), but they were to give 
the priests as good as they left for themselves. For that 
was the rule, (Lev. xxvii. 32, 33.) And it was but reason 
the priests should have this honourable provision made for 
them above the Levites, their vocation being more honour- 
able, and their service more noble, in the very sanctuary 
itself: for which cause this tenth of the tithe of the land 
was assigned them ; which, they being but few in compa- 
rison with the Levites, made the allowance to every one of 
them much greater than to any of the Levites. And yet, 
as an augmentation to it, they had the first-fruits and their 
fees, as I said before, out of the sacrifices and other things 
wholly to their own use. 

Even the hallowed part thereof, out of it.] The sacred 
part was the tenth part, which they might not use; it being 
taken by God for his part, (Lev. xxvii. 30.) By which all 
the rest was sanctified to the use of the owner, when this 
part was taken out of it, which may possibly be here also 
intended. 
' Ver. 30. Therefore thou shalt say unto them.] Tell them 



the reason why this tenth part must be separated from 
the rest. 

IVhen ye have heaved the best thereof from it] Taken out 
the tenth part as an offering to the Lord. 

Then it shall be counted to the Levites as the increase Of 
the thrashing-floor, and as the increase of the tvine-press.] 
Then the remainder may be as freely used by them as the 
corn or the wine of any man's land in Israel, when he had 
paid his tithe : but till then it was unlawful for him to en- 
joy it, because God was first to be served. This is made 
more plain in the next verse. 

Ver. 31. And ye shall eat it.] After the hallowed part wa£ 
taken out (ver. 29.). all the rest was theirs, to be enjoyed 
as men do that which is their own. 

In every place.] This seems to be said to distinguish 
these from the holy things given by God to the priests; 
which, being offered at the altar, were to be eaten only irk 
the holy place; but the tithes, though they were a kind of 
offering to the Lord, yet not being presented at the altar, 
might be eaten anywhere, after the tenth part was given to 
the priests. 

And your households.] All their family, servants as well 
as others, might eat of them, whether they were clean or 
not. And more than this, they might sell them to strangers; 
to buy other necessaries with the money they yielded; or 
exchange them for other commodities. 

For it is your reward for your service in the tabernacle of 
the congregation.] See ver. 21. 

Ver. 32. And ye shall bear no sin.] Suffer no f punish- 
ment. 

By reason of it.] For eating it, with your households. 

When ye have heaved from it the best of it.] When they 
had taken out the tenth part as sacred to God's uses, (ver'. 
28.) they might safely use the rest themselves as they 
pleased: for God had given it to them for their support, 
and therefore would not punish them for eating it, as he 
did those that did eat holy things which did not belong to 
them. 

Neither shall ye pollute the holy things of the children of 
Israel] Nor would there be any, clanger of polluting the 
holy things (which God had reserved to himself) by turn- 
ing them to a common use, as there would have been if 
they had eaten the tithes, or other gifts, before the tenth 
part, which was God's, was taken out of them. 

Lest ye die.] In the Hebrew it is, nor shall ye die; as 
those did who meddled with the holy things, which God re- 
served for his ministers alone. 



CHAP. XIX. 

Ver. 1. JIlND theLord spake untoMoses and unto Aaron, 
saying.] They were both concerned in what follows; Moses 
to deliver the command, and Aaron to see it executed. 

Ver. 2. This is the ordinance.] Or, the constitution. 

Of the law which the Lord hath commanded.] Which is 
now passed into a law by God's command; who had or- 
dered this water of purification to be made some time be- 
fore, as appears from chap, viii.7. but now sets down a 
rule for all posterity to observe in the making of it. It is 
the rather mentioned now after the foregoing history, to 
free the people from that great fear they were in of perish- 
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ing in their unclcanncss, (chap. xvii. 12, 13.) hy shewing 
them a way how to be purified from the.greatest pollution, 
before they approached to the tabernacle. 

Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring thee.] 
At the common charge of the people, because it was for 
their common benefit. 

• A red heifer.']' The Hebrew word parah, which we trans- 
late heifer, signifies a young cow; as par signifies a young 
bnllock, not above two or three years old at most, as Kim- 
chi and others observe. 

Jllthout spot.] This the Jews refer to' the word red, 
which goes before, and take it to signify perfectly red, with- 
out the mixture of any other colour: for as to any other 
imperfections, they are provided against in the next words, 
without blemish: insomuch that Maimonides, in his trea- 
tise on this subject, saith, that if this cow had two hairs 
black or white, it was unfit for this use. From whence 
other nations, particularly the Egyptians, derived the cus- 
tom of sacrificing red oxen, as Plutarch tells us in his book 
de Iside et Osiride, tu>v j3owv roue irvppovg KaSupzvov&tv, 
&c. And he saith they searched them so very narrowly, 
that if they found one hair black or white, they counted it 
oOotov, unfit to be sacrificed: see Bochartus, par. i. Hie- 
rozoic.lib. ii.cap.39. where he shews, this was the most 
common colour among that sort of creatures in some 
countries. 

Wherein is no blemish.] See Lev. xxii. 20—22. 
And upon which never came yoke.] Had never been em- 
ployed in ploughing the ground, or any other work : for ac- 
cording to the common sense of all mankind, those crea- 
tures which had been made to serve other uses, became 
unfit to be offered to God. Whence Diomedes promises 
Pallas a cow of a year old, 

rjv ov7T(o v7ro £vyov riyaytv ctvrjp* 

Which no man hitherto had brought under the yoke. (Iliad. K.) 
And so doth Nestor, Odyss. 1. and the like Bochartus ob- 
serves out of Virgil, Ovid, and others, in his Hierozoicon, 
(par. i.lib. ii. cap. 33.) 

All this is very plain ; but why a young cow, rather than 
a bullock (which is commonly appointed in sacrifices), and 
why one perfectly red, is not so easy to understand. If 
we had any reason to believe that those superstitions were 
among the Egyptians in the days of Moses, which were 
when Plutarch or Herodotus lived, we might very pro- 
bably say (as some men of learning have), that this precept 
was given to preserve the Israelites from their religion, 
For they abhorred to offer a cow, w r hom they honoured as 
sacred to Isis. So Herodotus; they sacrificed males, both 
old and young, Tagil StjXtae ov a<j>tv l%z<m Svttv* but it is not 
lawfulfor them to offer females, (lib. ii. cap. 41.) And there- 
fore God, it might be thought, ordered a cow t9 be burnt 
rather than a bullock: and for thp same cause one per- 
fectly red, because that was a colour odious and abomina- 
ble to the Egyptians ; who fancied Typhon (the author of 
all evil in their account), to be of that colour; and there- 
fore offered him red oxen, as hateful to tbem as red men 
and asses were. Thus Plutarch and Diodorus Siculus. In 
opposition to which it may be thought, that a cow of this 
colour was acceptable to God, because hated and abhorred 
by those idolaters: but I look upon what such late writers 
say as of no authority in this matter. And as there is no 



proof of any such customs among the Egyptians in Moses's 
time, so there is a high probability that the whole fable 
of Typhon was framed out of the story of Moses, as Bo- 
chartus hath most ingeniously endeavoured to make out, 
by many observations out of that book of Plutarch, and 
other authors, (Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 34. p. 340, 
341, &c.) 

But supposing the antiquity of those superstitions among 
the Egyptians to have been as great as some fancy them, I 
cannot think, that if Moses had had any respect to them, 
he would have ordered such a great number of sacrifices, 
as we read of in his law, without the least consideration of 
the colour of any one of them, and only mention the colour 
of this cow, which was no sacrifice. I rather think this 
perfect red colour was chosen because of its rarity; it 
being hard to find a cow without any the least mixture of 
other hair. And though it were not a sacrifice, yet being 
designed to the same end, there was a respect herein to 
that great expiation which was made by the sacrifice of 
Christ: with whose blood, though the apostle did not com- 
pare the blood of this heifer (because it was not offered), 
yet he doth compare it with the ashes of this burnt heifer, 
put into the water of purification. See Heb. ix. 13. 
w r here, after the blood of bulls and goats, he mentions the 
ashes of this heifer sprinkling the unclean. For they w ere a 
more extraordinary sort of purification than any under the 
law; of which we no where read, but in this place; nor of 
any command for the repeated burning of such an heifer to 
ashes (as there is for the anniversary sacrifice on the day 
of atonement), but only of the use of the water made of 
these ashes as oft as there was occasion. Bat of this it 
will be more fit to treat in the following part of the chapter. 

Ver. 3. And ye shall give her.] They who brought her in 
the name of the whole congregation were to bring her to 
Moses, as the foregoing verse directs: and he and Aaron 
were to deliver her to Eteazar.' 

Unto Eleazar the priest.] It is commonly thought that 
Aaron might not be employed in the following work, be- 
cause it would have defiled him, and made him unfit to 
minister before God for a season; which he was bound to 
avoid, even when natural afiection seemed to require it: 
(Lev. xxi. 11, 12.) yet a vulgar priest was not entrusted 
with this service, but it was committed unto the very next 
person to Aaron, who was to be his successor, because it 
w r as of very great weight and importance. 

Tliat he may bring her forth without the camp.] As a 
thing exceeding unclean; more impure than any common 
offering for sin. For tjie greater the impurity was that 
was laid upon any sacrifice, the further still off from the 
sanctuary it was carried, The bullock, for instance, which 
was offered for a sin committed by the priest, or the whole 
congregation, was in part offered at the altar, but the far 
greater part was to ]t>e burnt without the camp, (Lev. iv. 12. 
20.) And so was the bullock and goat, offered for all the 
sins of the people, on the great day of expiation : (Lev. xvi. 
27.) and the scape-goat, which was designed for the 
same purpose, was not so much as burnt, but banished into 
a land not inhabited, nobody knows whither. All which 
more particularly represented Christ in his sufferings, as 
the apostle observes, Heb. xiii. 11, 12. and so did this in 
part; having something of the nature of a sacrifice in it. 
For though it was not a sacrifice brought to be slain at the 
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altar, yet it was intended to be used to the same purpose, 
for the cleansing of the people from the greatest legal de- 
filement. 

And one shall slay her before his face.] Some person ap- 
pointed by Eleazar (for it was not necessary a priest should 
do it) was to kill her without the camp. Where it is plain 
from ver. 5. S, 9. there were more than one concerned in 
this office. But it could not be slain unless Eleazar was 
there ; and it was to be done in his presence, who was the 
chief of the priests, to shew that it was intended for God's 
service, though not offered as sacrifices were at the* taber- 
nacle before the Lord. And this is the reason, perhaps, 
why the care of this heifer is committed to Eleazar, and 
not to Aaron, because he officiated only at the tabernacle. 
' Ver. 4. And Eleazar the priest shall take of her blood ivlth 
his finger.] As they did in expiatory sacrifices, (Lev. iv. 6.) 
• And sprinkle of her blood.] In the sprinkling of the blood, 
as the Jews observe, consisted the very essence of an ex- 
piatory sacrifice. Therefore, though this was not a sacri- 
fice, yet it had something of that nature in it, and may be 
called a piacuhim, an expiatory thing ; though nothing was 
called korban, a sacrifice, but what was offered at the altar, 
as our Dr. Outram hath most judiciously observed against 
Abarbinel, who calls this red cowan offering for sin. 
r Directly before the tabernacle of the congregation.] This 
rite of sprinkling the blood w r as never used but in sacri- 
fices slain at the altar, in the presence of God ; and in this 
red cow, which was slain in the, prospect of the sanctuary ; 
towards which the priest was to look steadfastly while he 
sprinkled it; "otherwise, the Jews say, it was in vain: which 
shews that the validity of this act, and of the purification 
to be made by it, was to be expected from the sanctuary. 
For the blood of that heifer, whose head was cut off to 
cleanse a city, near to which a man was found slain by ah 
unknown person, was not sprinkled; being slain, not in 
Sight of the sanctuary, but in a valley near that city, (Deut. 
xxi. 3, 4, &c.) And in this the Jews were so curious, that 
after the temple was built, this blood being to be sprinkled 
directly before the porch of it, they took care the gate Shu- 
shan,, which was before it, should have lower battlements 
than any other gate of the temple had, that the priest might 
see the face of the porch of the house of God. 
- Seven times.] This signifies the perfection of the expia- 
tion that was to be made by this red cow, on whose ashes 
the Jews thought so much depended, that they took care 
the priest, who was to sec her burnt, should be put apart 
in a chamber of the temple (called the house of stone), that 
they might be certain he was free from all pollution by a 
grave, or a dead corpse. For the ashes of this burnt cow 
being the great and only cleanser for that defilement, they 
took suitable care that he should not be defiled who went 
to burn her. See Dr. Lighlfoot's Temple Service, chap. 
17. sect. 2. where he describes, out of Maimohides, and 
others, how solemnly the priest was attended when he went 
about this work. And the apostle had reason to mention 
the ashes of this heifer, wherewith the water was made for 
sprinkling the unclean, as the principal thing that sanctified 
to the purifying of the flesh, i. e. taking away bodily defile- 
ments: with which lie compares the blood of Christ, as in- 
finitely more powerful for the purifying of the conscience 
from dead ivorks. (Heb. ix. 13, 14.) In which* words, dead 
works, there is. a respect (as our Dr. Jackson observes) to . 
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the main intention of these ashes, which were'for the puri- 
fication of those defiled by dead bodies. And he seems to: 
me also not to be led by fancy, but by a solid judgment* 
when he considered these ashes also as a notable figure 
of the everlasting efficacy of Christ's blood, of which the 
apostle there discourses. For, if the frequent occasion for 
the use of the water of purification had not spent all the 
ashes of the heifer now slain and burnt by Eleazar, they 
might have been preserved for this purpose, without any 
danger of putrefaction, for a longer time than the law of ce- 
remonies lasted. For ashes, being well kept, never perish;' 
and therefore are an emblem of immortality. But it must 
be considered, that the frequent use of these, ashes might 
exhaust the whole stock of them made at this time, arid' 
make it necessary the priests should burn another heifer for 
the same end ; as the Jews say they did, though so rarely 
(as I shall note below), that this burning of a red heifer was 
not Teiterated, if we may believe them, till the destruction 
of Solomon's temple. Which makes them a more notable 1 
figure, though not a'peTfect one (for no such can bq found), 
of the power of Christ's blood to purify us for ever, with- 
out the repetition of it continually; which was the imper-: 
fection of the legal sacrifices, that they must be often of- 
fered. 

Ver. 5. And one shall burn the heifer in his sight; her 
skin, and her flesh, and her blood, 'with her dung, shall he 
burn. 7 ] There was a great pile of wood (to which they set 
fire immediately after he had done sprinkling), in which- 
this heifer was more entirely burnt than any public ex- 
piatory sacrifice beforementioned, ver. 2. (for here the re- 
mainder of the blood is ordered to be burnt), because this 
was of all other things the most unclean, and to be utterly 
consumed "at a distance from the sanctuary. 

Ver. 6. And the priest shall take cedar-wood, and hyssop, 
and scarlet.] These three things composed that instrument 
which the priest made use of for sprinkling of leprous per- 
sons, or liouses, when they were to be cleansed, (Lev. xiv. 
6, 7. 49/50, &c. where see what I have noted.) And the- 
apostle mentions two of them, as used by Moses himself, 
when he sprinkled the book of the covenant, and all the- 
people, with the blood of the sacrifice; (Heb. ix. 19.) 
which, though not mentioned in Exodus, yet the apostle: 
knew was tho ancient way of sprinkling. And there- 
fore these things which were* used of old as cleansers, 
cither of inward or outwaTd filth/ are ordered here to bel 
; thrown into the fire, while the heifer was burning in it,> 
whose ashes were to be the greafmeans of men's purifica-; 
tiori from the highest pollutions. 

And cast it.] He speaks as if ;these three things being 
bound together became one. ; t . . . 

Into the midst of the burning of the heifer. 1 To denote; 
the great virtue which the water, made of the ashes of all 
these things, should have to -cleanse those who were 
sprinkled with it; one of these things (viz. hyssop) being 
ordered to be dipped into the .water for that purpose, 
(ver. 38.) 

Ver. 7. The priest shall, wash his clothes, ami shall bathe 
his flesh in water, and afterward he shall come into the 
camp.] Though we do not find that Eleazar was employed, 
either in killing or in burning this heifer, which was only, 
to be done in his presence, yet/ having touched her blood,, 
he became unclean; and therefore was to* use* these cere-2 
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monies for his cleansing, before he returned to the camp ; 
as Aaron did when he had offered the great sacrifice of ex- 
piation, on the day of general atonement, (Lev. xvi. 24.) 

And shall be unclean until the even.} So as not to corao 
into the camp, I suppose, much less to the sanctuary, until 
sun-set; which was but a short time, considering the great- 
ness of this heifer's impurity; this being the common time 
qfremaining unclean for the smallest defilements, (Lev. xi. 
24,55.27, &c.)* 

.. Ver. 8. And he that burnetii her shall wash his clothes in 
water, &c] This was a general maxim among the Jews, 
that the bodies of those beasts whose blood was carried 
into tho holy place, polluted those that touched them: 
which is justified by Lev. xvi. 28. And therefore he.that 
burnt this heifer, whose blood was sprinkled towards it, 
was. to do the same as he that carried the scape-goat into 
the wilderness was also bound to do, (Lev. xvi. 26.) 
: Ver. 9. And a man that is clean.} Free from any legal 
defilement. 

Shall gather up the ashes of the heifer.'] They were the 
principal ashes, though the ashes of the cedar-wood, hys- 
sop, and scarlet-wool, were also mingled with them ; which, 
being, taken up, were pounded and sifted, as the Jews 
tell us. 

And lay them.up without the camp in a clean place.'] The 
Je.ws say that the heifer, in aftertimes, being burnt on the. 
pitch of Mount Olivet, which was over against the temple, 
they laid up some part of the ashes in a place near that 
mount, for the sprinkling of the people ; and another part 
was delivered to the twenty-four courses, for the sprinkling 
of the priests ; and another third part laid up for a memorial 
in the inclosure of the court of the temple. (See Dr. Light- 
foot in the place beforcnamed.) But there is no certainty 
Qf this,. and. it contradicts in part what is here commanded, 
that they should be laid up without the camp. (See ver. 12.) 
. :And it shall be kept.] Laid up, tig Star/jpTjtnv, as the LXX, 
translate it, to be reserved and kept for the use of those who 
had defiled themselves by the dead; unto whom it was de- 
livered when they had occasion for it. And this .word rc- 
served, or kept, imports, that these ashes were not for the 
use of that generation only, but for all posterity. And as 
manna (which was commanded in the same form of speech 
to.be kept or reserved in the ark) was a type of Christ, as 
he was the food of life, or the bread that came down from 
heaven : so were these ashes kept as an emblem of the 
everlasting efficacy of his sacrifice. For there is no bodily 
substance under heaven (as Dr. Jackson speaks, book x. 
chap. 55.) which can be so. true an emblem or model of in- 
cprruption, as ashes are; for being the remainder of bodies 
perfectly dissolved or corrupted, they are not capable of a 
second corruption.. 

For the congregation of the children of Israel.] This one 
heifer, being slain, and its blood sprinkled, and body burnt, 
afforded ashes enough to season as many vessels of water 
as the whole people of Israel should need. Wherein it was 
a notable representation of Christ's blood, shed for the 
whole world, to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Yea, 
they were sufficient for all the people, for many genera-, 
tions,* though they had frequent occasion to use them for 
legal .purification; wherein still they more lively repre- 
sented tho.virtue of Christ's one sacrifice, which continues 
for ever. For the Jews say, this red heifer w f as killed but 



nine times, while their state lasted. First, by EJeazar here 
in the wilderness ; which was not repeated till after the de- 
struction of Solomon's temple, i. e. not during the .space of 
more than a thousand years. The second time it was burnt 
by Ezra, after their return from the captivity of Babylon ; 
and but seven times more, till the destruction of the second 
temple. Since which they have not adventured to make 
these ashes, but expect it to be done the tenth time by the 
king Messias, who, indeed, came to put an end to this and 
all other legal rites ; not after the legal manner, but by of- 
fering himself once for all, instead of all other sacrifices or 
ways of purification. 

For a water of separation.'] To be put into spring-water 
(which was always accounted more pure than other), by 
which those persons were to be cleansed, who for their pol- 
lutions were separated from the congregation; and those 
things also which had been defiled were restored to their 
common use. Ashes, all know, are of great use in scour? 
ing things polluted ; and the ancient gentiles used them 
much in their lustrations, as appears from Virgil, Ovid, 
and many other authors. But the water into which they 
put them was prepared with magical rites, and, for tho 
most part, was drawn out of some pretended sacred foun- 
tain; and sometimes it had a burning torch, taken from the 
altar, quenched in it ; and in some places they put sulphur, 
and spittle, and other cleansing things, into it. In which, 
I suppose, at first they imitated this rite prescribed by 
Moses; but in process of time add^d many superstitions 
of their own to it 

It is a purification for sin.] In the Hebrew the words are, 
it is sin; and we add, a purification, to explain the sense. 
For it was not a proper sacrifice for sin, (as this phrase for 
sin sometimes imports, Lev. iv. 24.) but had something of 
that nature in it (as I observed before), and may be pro- 
perly said to purify or cleanse men from their sin, i.e. from 
such legal defilemcntsas are mentioned afterwards. And 
it may, in a less proper sense, have the name of a sin-offer* 
ing, inasmuch as the body of it was burnt without tho 
camp (as the great sin-offering was on the day of atone- 
ment), and its blood sprinkled seven times towards the 
sanctuary, though not shed at the altar; whereby it became 
a more complete representation of the sacrifice of Christ,; 
especially if we consider, that this purification here men- 
tioned doth not signify only one, or a few acts of purifica- 
tion, but a continued purification /the ashes being to be 
laid up as a treasure or storehouse (to use Dr. Jackson's 
words) for making, as. many purifications, or waters of 
sprinkling, as tho Israelites should have occasion to use. 
For therein consisted the excellence of this purification, 
that the ashes w r ere not to be made by burning a heifer 
every time the people had occasion for them ; but the ashes 
of this one sacrifice (as we may call it) was sufficient for 
the use of many generations. Accordingly the apostle 
saith our Lord Christ, KaQaptvfxbv woiriaa^vog, having made 
a purification of our sins, (Heb. i. 3.) sat down at God's 
right hand: which. word ^purification, in that place, doth 
not signify one act or operation, but implies that by this 
one act of sacrificing himself, he was consecrated to be a 
perpetual fountain of purification, being still the propitia- 
tion for our sins. 

Ver. 10. And he that gathereth the ashes of the heifer 
.shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until the even.] This 
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is one of the strange things which the Jews say Solomon 
himself did hot understand, (and Maimonides professes he 
could find no reason of, More Nevochim, par. iii. cap. 47. 
and the author of Sepher Cosri also ascribes purely to the 
will and pleasure of God, of which he could give no ac- 
count, par. iii. sect. 53.) that the same thing should both' 
cleanse and pollute, as these ashes did, which polluted him 
that gathered them, and made those that used them clean 
from the highest legal pollutions. But this is not strange 
to those who consider that all those great sacrifices which 
were offered for sin, (which I mentioned ver. 7.) though 
ttiey purified those for whom they were ofFered, were yery 
impure themselves, because the sins of men were laid upon 
them, as all our sins were upon Christ; who, therefore, is 
said to be made sin for us, (2 Cor. v. 21.) that we might M 
made the righteousness of God, i.e. fr6ed from all sin. 

And it shall be nnto the children of Israel, and nnto the 
stranger, &c] All proselytes to their religion were to have 
the benefit of this purification, as well as the Jews, by an 
unalterable law; by which was figured the propitiation 
Christ made for the sins of the whole world. 

Ver. 11. He that toacheth the body of any dead man shall 
be unclean seven days.] This long uncleanness by touching 
a dead body, was the ground of those strict injunctions to 
the priests about mourning for their dead relations; which' 
is forbidden, lest they should be hindered too long in their 
ministration. (See Lev. xxi.) He that touched* the "car- 
cass of any unclean creature, was defiled only until the 
even, (Lev. xi. 24.) nor was he longer who touched the bed 
of him that had an issue, or his seat,&c. (Lev. xv. 5^8.) 

Ver. 12. He shall purify himself with it.] With the water 
qf separation, mentioned ver. 9. Which seems here to be 
designed chiefly, if not only, for the purging of this great 
impurity, by touching any man's dead body. 

On the third day.] Then he was to begin his purifica- 
tion, by being sprinkled with it; which makes it probable 
that these ashes were kept in more places than the Jews 
mention without the camp (as afterward near Jerusalem), 
and, it is most likely, in all the cities of the country. For 
it had been too hard for all the people, nay, impossible for 
those who were remote, to go to Jerusalem the third day 
after they were defiled to fetch these ashes ; which, there- 
fore, were kept in several clean places, where every body 
might easily have them to put into water, and be sprinkled 
with it. For as there was no sacrifice, so no priest -re- 
quired to make this purification; but any clean person 
might sprinkle the water, (ver. 18, 19.) 

And on the seventh day he shall be clean.] Then his puri- 
fication was perfected ; but not without a new sprinkling 
on this day, (ver. 19.) 

But if he purified not himself the third day, then these- 
vmth day he shall not be clean.] If he did not begin his pu- 
rification on the third day, his sprinkling on the seventh 
would not make him clean. But it is very probable, that, 
though he omitted it on the third day, yet, ifiie purified 
himself on the fourth ox fifth, or any day following, that 
being reckoned as if it had been the third, when he had 
made up the number seven, his cleansing might be com- 
pleted. 

Ver. 13. JVJiosoever toucheth the dead body of any man 
that is dead, andpurifieth not himself] With the water of 
separation, in the manner before prescribed, (ver. 12.) 



Defileth the tabernacle of the Lord.'] If he approach unto 
it without this purification. 

And that soul shall be cut off from Israel.] He was to dife 
for it if he did it presumptuously. • • 

Because the water of separation was not sprinkled upon 
him.] Because he neglected the means of his purification.' 

He shall be unclean.] Remain in his uncleanness. ' 

'His uncleanness is yet upon him.] Not to be purified now 
by this water of separation, but cut off from the body of the 
people. » This still concerns those that came to the taber- 
nacle presumptuously, being unpurified. If they did it ig- 
norantly, a sacrifice was admitted for their atonement* 
(Lev.v. 3:6.17,18.) 

Ver. 14. This is the law.] Concerning such defilements 
as these, by the dead bodies of men. ' < 

tVhen a man dieth in a tent.] Wherein they now lived 
during their stay in the wilderness ; and the same law obliged 
them, when they came to dwell in houses, in the land of 
Canaan. 

All that come into the tent, and all that is in the tent, shall 
be unclean seven days.] The meaning seems to be, that every 
person who came into the tent while trie dead body lay 
there (or before the tetit was purified), as well as they who 
weire in it when the person died, should be unclean*. For 
all the goods of the house were not made unclean; but only 
all open vessels. 

Ver. 15. And every open vessel wliich hath no covering 
bound upon it is unclean.] Because* the air in the house, 
which was supposed to be tainted by the dead body, came 
as freely into such vessels as it did to the dead body. 
Tho. Aquinas fancies, that this law was ma^deto prevent 
idolatry : for the ancient idolaters thought, that if a mouse, 
or a lizard, or such-like thing, which was dedicated unto 
their idols, fellinto a vessel, or into water, they became 
thereby very acceptable to their gods. And he saith this 
superstition continued till his days ; in which some women 
were wont to leave their vessels uncovered on purpose, in 
observance of the nocturnal deities, whom they called Janos. 
(See Prima et Secunda Quest. 102. artic. 5.) To abolish 
which superstition God required, he thinks, all vessels left 
uncovered, where the dead lay, should be polluted; i. e. not 
acceptable unto God, nor employed to holy, no, nor com- 
mon, uses. If such Customs had been in Moses's days,* this 
might be better applied to what we read in Lev;-xi. 32, 33; 

Ver. 16. JVJiosoever toucheth one that is slain with the 
sword in the open fields.] Or killed any other way, it dp* 
pears by* the words following. 

Or a dead body.] Of a man that falls down dead of a 
sudden, or is executed for his crimes. 

Or a bone of a man.] Taken out of a grave, or the grave 
itself where the dead body lies; as the next words are. } 

Shatlbc unclean seven days.] As long as if he had touched 
the dead body itself. 

Ver. 17. And for an unclean person.] i. e. For the cleans- 
ing of one defiled any of these ways. • 

Tliey shall take of the ashes of the burnt heifer ofpurifica* 
Hon for sin.] It is not said what quantity, therefore; I sup- 
pose, whether it were little or great it would serve the turn. 
It is observable, that the ashes of the burnt heifer are here 
called chattah (sin), which shews they had the virtue of a 
sin-offering in them. (See ver. 9.) 

And running-water shall be put thereto in a vessel.] Th6 
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ashes being put into a vessel, they were to put "pure spring, 
or at least river water upon them; which became the water 
of separation. f 

Ver. 18. And a clean person.] It is not said a priest; and 
therefore I. suppose any other person, who was not un- 
clean, might do this: as any such person might slay the 
heifer, and burn her, (ver. 3. 5.) But in this the Jews were 
so curious, that their tradition made this extend, not only 
to a person that was at present clean, but that never had 
been defiled. by a dead corpse in all his life; and therefore 
tell us what devices they had to keep persons thus clean, 
for this very end and purpose. (See Dr. Lightfoot in his 
Temple Service, chap. 17. sect. 2.) 

Shall take hyssop.] When the priests sprinkled the lepers, 
or their houses, with the blood of a bird killed over run- 
ning-water, he dipped hyssop, cedar-wood, and scarlet- 
wool in them, (Lev. xiv. 4. 6, 7. 49, 50, &c.) But here the 
sprinkling being made by some neighbour, hyssop alone 
sufliced; which everyone knows was a cleansing herb, and 
easily procured: instead of which the gentiles, in their su- 
perstition, used branches of laurel, or of olive; as .we learn 
from Juvenal and Virgil. 

'And sprinkle it upon the tent, and upon all the vessels, 
and tipon the persons that were there, &c] For the purify- 
ing of all the things, and all the persons abovementioned, 
(ver. 14—16.) 

r Ver. 19. And the clean person shall sprinkle upon the tin- 
clean on the third day, and on the seventh' day.] Here he 
explains what was not so distinctly delivered, ver. 12. 
And I suppose both persons and things were to be sprinkled 
on both days, because he saith in general, upon the unclean; 
which seems to relate to all that is mentioned in the fore- 
going verse; \ : , 

And on the seventh day he shall purify himself &c] This 
seems to be meant of the clean person who sprinkled the 
unclean, and by coming near them, was in some sort de- 
filed. But he was not to be purified by the water of sepa- 
ration; but only by washing his clothes,and bathing himself 
in water; and his uncleanness lasted but till the even, as it 
here follows in the rest of this verse. (See ver. 21.) . 

Ver.*20. But the man that shall be unclean.] By a dead 
body, a bone, or a grave, &c. . , 

And shall not purify himself ] By the water of separa- 
tion appointed for that purpose. 

That so7il shall be cut off from among the congregation.] 
As a contemner of this law of God. 

Because he hath defiled the sanctuary of the Lord, &c] 
This and- the following words are only a repetition of what 
was said ver. 13. for the greater confirmation of it. 
: Ver. 21. And it shall be a perpetual statute unto them, 
that he that sprinkleth the water of separation shall wash 
his clothes.] Be reputed unclean, until he hath washed his 
clothes; which Isuppose comprehendshis body also, ver. 19. 

And he that toucheth the water of separation.] As a man 
might chance to do, when he mingled the water and ashes 
together,(ver.-17.) 

Shall be unclean until even.] And wash his clothes, it 
must be supposed from the foregoing words. For mere 
staying till even purified nobody, without some rite of 
cleansing. And there was more reason for him that touched 
the water, immediately to wash his clothes, than for him 
>vho only sprinkled with it. ' 



Ver. 22. And whatsoever^] Or whomsoever. 

The unclean person toucheth shall be unclean.] He doth 
not mean, by the nuclean person, him who was made un- 
clean by touching the water of separation (for his unclean- 
ness was so slight, that any one would think he should 
make nobody unclean by his touch), but the unclean per- 
son spoken of all along in this chapter; who was defiled 
by touching a dead body. He whom such a person touched 
was made unclean, and therefore was to wash his clothes, 
and not be thought clean until the even. 

And the soul that toucheth it.] Or toucheth him. 

Shall be unclean until the even.] Not only he whom the 
unclean person touched, but ho who touched the^ unclean 
person, or any. unclean thing, was to be unclean till tho 
even, and wash his clothes (as I said before) for his 
cleansing. No other cleansing was necessary for suck 
kinds of uncleanness as these. For sacrifices were re- 
quired only for the uncleanness of lepers, and of a child- 
bed woman, and of a flux of blood, or seed : all others were 
purged without sacrifice. , 

By this nice care, which is here taken, about the small- 
est bodily defilements, God intended (I make no doubt) to 
make them sensible how necessary it was to preserve in-, 
ward purity; without which they could not be acceptable 
to God, though they approached to his sanctuary. For ; 
these laws,extendingtowhatwas done at home, as well as 
abroad, were a plain instruction, both that it Avas not suffi- 
cient to be pure in the eyes of men, and that nothing could 
be concealed from the Divine Majesty, who sees what 
passeth in secret, 

CHAP. XX. 

Ver. 1. JL HEN came the children of Israel, even theivhofe 
congregation, into the tvilderness of Zin.] From Rithmah, 
or Kadesh-barnea, they came at last into this wilderness,, 
after many removals to other stations, of which Moses 
gives an account in the thirty-third chapter, from ver. 19. to 
ver. 36. For God led them, by the cloud, quite back again 
to the Red Sea, (chap. xiv. 25.) and from thence brought 
them into this wilderness of Tzin; which is quite different 
from that mentioned Exod. xvi. called Sin: for this lay on 
the confines ofldumea, as appears from ver. 14, 15. 

In the first month.] Of the fortieth year after they came 
out of the land of Egypt. For Moses gives an account of. 
the transactions only of the two first years after they came 
from thence, and of the last : the rest he passeth over in si-, 
lence, being spent in tiresome journeys; whereby all above 
twenty years old were consumed, by one disease or other.. 
In those travels he shews how, at several removals, (men-, 
tioned chap, xxxiii.) they were led back from Kadesh-bar- 
nea unto Ezion-Geber*(that is, from the north to the south 
of the shore of the Red Sea), in which journey they com- 
passed the land of Edom many days, (Deut. ii. 1.) that is, 
many years. For, from the time they left Kadesh-barnea 
till they returned back again was thirty-eight years, (Deut. 
ii.14.) 

And the people abode in Kadesh.] Not in Kadesh-barnea," 
which was their fifteenth station, and in the confines of the* 
south part of Canaan, (chap, xxxiv.4. Josh.xv. 3.) but an- fc 
other Kadesh on the confines of the land of Edom, towards 
the Red Sea, (chap, xxxiii. 36. Deut. ii. 3. Judges xi. 17.)', 
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k And Miriam died there.'] Four months before her brother 
Aaron, (chap. xxxiii.3S.)and eleven months before Mioses; 
being elder than either of them. For she was near a hun- 
dred and thirty years old, as may be gathered from Exod. 
ii. 4. 7. where it appears she was not a child when Moses 
was born. 

And teas buried there.] In Kadesh, where she died. But 
we read of no -mourning for her, as there was for Aaron a 
little after, (ver. 29.) ; ■ 

Ver. 2. And there teas no water for the congregation.] 
The water that hitherto followed them from the rock in 
Horeb now failed. Which happening just at the death of 
Miriam, the Jews have a foolish conceit, that as her piety 
procured it for them, so she being dead, it was taken from 
them, and was restored again for the piety of Moses and 
Aaron. It is more reasonable to think, that God suffered 
the water to be discontinued for a time, that he might try 
the faith of this new generation, whether they were any. 
better than their rebellious fathers, and withal, to convince 
them that the water out of the former rock was not con- 
tained in it, if he had. not produced it, who could bring 
forth water out of any other place as well as that. Or, 
they being now going towards Canaan, and near a country 
where water might be had for. money (or they might haye 
found it by digging for it), God thought fit to let the miracle, 
cease; that they might see he would shortly provide for 
them otherwise. For it is very likely, that, in their last 
station, where they were before this, atEzion-Geber,(chap. 
xxxiii. 36.) the water that had followed them in all .their: 
journeys thither fell there into the Red Sea, 'and "so was 
swallowed up ; they being, as I said, 'to return towards" 
Canaan, by places where water might be procured without 
a miracle. For being upon the edge of the land of Edom, 
when Aaron died in their next removal, (ver. 28. chap. 
xxxiii. 37.) we read expressly that they presently after 
came to a land of rivers of water, (Deut. x. 7.) And, in- 
deed, not long after they removed from Mount Hor, when 
Aaron died, we find, in the next chapter to this, that they 
came to Oboth, (chap. xxi. 10.) which signifying bottles, it 
is.no unreasonable conjecture, that here they met with 
water, with which they filled their empty bottles.' And, next, 
to that station, they came to Jie-Abarim, (ver. 11.) heaps 
of fords ; or, as the Chaldee expounds it, the ford of those* 
tJtatpass over: and then to the valley of Zared, (ver. 12.) 
or to the brook Zered, as it is in Dent. ii. 13, 14. And then 
to the river Arnon, (ver. 13.) and thence to Beer, where 
they digged a famous well, (chap. xxi.lG — 18.) which, per-, 
haps, they might have done before in other places, if they 
had made experiment; for Kadesh, where they now were,, 
was in the border of a country inhabited. 

And they gathered themselves together against Moses and, 
against Aaron.] Just as their fathers had many times 
done; particularly upon such an occasion as this, (Exod. 
xvii. 2, 3.) 

'>Ver. 3. And the people chode with Moses.] Instead of 
condoling with him, and comforting him, for the death of 
his sister and their prophetess (as Abarbinel observes), 
they came in a rude manner to scold at him. 

And spake, saying, Would G od. that we had died, when 
our brethren died before the Lord!] By a sudden death, 
rather than linger away by thirst. They allude to the 
strokes upon their brethren, chap. xi. 1. 33; xiv. 87. xvi. 



'32. 35. 4G. which one would have thought should have- 
affrighted them from uttering such very discontented lan->* 
guage, (chap. xix. 2.) But nothing will alter those, who 
will not lay to heart, and preserve in mind, God's mercies 
and judgments. ■> 

Ver. 4. And why have ye brought the congregation of the 
Lord into this wilderness, that we and our cattle shotild die 
there?] The very words of their fathers,-presently after they~ 
came out of Egypt, (Exod. xvii. 3.) 

Ver. 5. And wherefore have ye made us to come up out of 
Egypt.] They speak as if it had not been their own de- 
sire, but that they were persuaded to it by Moses to' 
leave Egypt; who was 1 sent to tell them God heard their 
sighing, groans, and cries, and would deliver them, (Exod. r 
ii. 23, 24. iii. 17.) But in a discontented fit, nothing of 
this was remembered. 

To bring us unto this evil place?] They do not speak of; 
returning to Egypt, :as their fathers did, (chap. xiv. 3/4!) 
but they repented that they were come out of it. • So shame- 
fully forgetful they were of all God's benefits, who had in a 
-wonderful manner redeemed them from the heaviest slavery, - 
and hitherto provided for them miraculously in the wilder- 
ness, which was a better place than such an ungrateful peo- : 
pie deserved ! 

It is no place of seed.] i. e. Of corn. 

Or of figs, or of vines ,' or pomegranates, &c'.] Now they 
complain for want of other things, as well as' water : wherein ; 
they still imitate their unbelieving fathers, (chap.' xvi. 14.) * 
'Ver. 6. And Moses and Aaron went from the presence of 
the assembly, unto the door of the tabernacle of the congrega- - 
tion.] To pray to God to pardon their sin, and to supply 
their wants. ' - 

And they fell upon their faces.] As they had often done 
before, on other such-like occasions; particularly chap. 
xiv. 5. 
' And the glory of the Lord .appeared unto them.] Unto all'' 
the people, it is likely; as it had clone several times,' to si- : 
lence their murmurings, (see chap. xiv. 10. xvi. 19.42.) • ; 
A Ver.7. And the Lord spake unto Moses.] From that glory ' 
which appeared upon the tabernacle. 

Ver. 8. Take the rod.] That famous rod wherein Moses 
had wrought so many miracles in Egypt, and at the Red * 
Sea, &c. 

And gather thou the assembly together.] This word edah 
signifying sometimes only the assembly of the elders, not of; 
the whole people, it would be uncertain which of them he is * 
bid to gather together, (for it is a different word from that* 
which we translate assembly, ver.G.) if the tenth verse had' 
not determined that it was the kahal, or congregation of - 
the people, as the word edah also signifies just before; { 
(ver. 8 ? ) 

Thou and Aaron thy brother.] For the people were ga^ 
thered together against Aaron, in a mutinous manner, as 
well as against Moses, (ver. 2.) 

And speak ye unto the rock before their eyes.] To the first 
rock you meet withal (saith Nachmanides), and that is^ 
within their sight. For this is not the same rock out of 
which. the former water flowed, as the Jews fancy; but ; 
quite different. Their very names are different; that being * 
called Tzur, this Selah. That was in Rephidim, this in J 
Kadesh; two. very distant places. Thus Chaskuni; some 
think this the same with that in Exodus : " but it is not the 
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samo history. For tho former was in Horeb, this in Ka- 
desh; which is in the extremity of the land of Edom." But 
whether God pointed him to a rock, which was then in their 
sight, (as ho did at Horcb, Exod. xvii. 5, G.) or left him to 
choose any stony place, is not certain. 13ut it is a mere fancy 
of some of the Jews, that, because God here bade them speak 
to the rock, Moses offended God 1^ smiting it. For to 
what purpose should he take the rod, if he was not to smite 
the rock with it, as he had done formerly? Just such an- 
other conceit there is in Schalschelet Hakkabala; where 
R. Gedaliah saith, that he had given an account of this sin 
in another book, which he gathered out of various writers,, 
and found there were twenty-eight different opinions about 
it: but he preferred this before any of them; that whereas 
God bade Moses gather the edah together, that is, the as- 
sembly of the people, (ver. 8.) he gathered the kahal, L e. 
the congregation of the princes and elders (as he will have 
it), whose faith needed no confirmation:. (see Hottinger in 
Ins Smegma Orientale, cap. 8. p. 451 .) 

And it shall give forth his water.] The Jews puzzle them- 
selves about this expression, which sounds, they think, as 
if the w r ater was contained in the rock; and Moses only 
made a gap for it to gush out: but it seems to be spoken 
in opposition to the waters issuing out of the former rock'^ 
which had supplied them hitherto, but now ceased to flow; 
it being as much as if he had said, This shall give forth .wa- 
ter as that did before: now it shall be* called the water of 
this rock; not that of Horeb. 

- And thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock?'] 
Renew the former miracle; 

So thou shalt give the congregation and their beasts drink.] 
So that they and their cattle (which they fear will perish, 
ver.,24.) shall be as plentifully provided for as ever. 

Ver. 9. And Moses took the rod from before the Lord, as 
he commanded him.'} From hence some conclude, that this 
was the rod of Aaron which blossomed; because he is said 
to take it/ro77i before the Lord, wherc ; Aaron's rod was laid 
up, (chap. xvii. 10.) But this rod is so expressly called, 
Moses's rod, ver. 11. which was the instrument of bringing 
the former water out of the rock in Horeb, that I cannot 
but think this was the very same rod; which being there 
called the rod of God, (Exod. xvii. 9.) as it is at the first 
mention of it, (Exod. iv. 20.) it is very probable, that by 
God's order it was laid up somewhere before him in the 
sanctuary; though not before the ark of the testimony. For 
having been employed in doing so many wonders, it w r as 
not seemly it should lay in his own tent, as a common staff; . 
but in the house of God, as a sacred wand. This, indeed, is 
no where mentioned, no more than many other things, which 
notwithstanding are plainly intimated. 
* Ver. 10. And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation 
before the rock.'] As God had commanded, ver. 8. 

And he said unto them.] Moses, who was the chief actor, 
said unto them. 

- Hear ye now, ye rebels.] The Talmudists fancy that this 
is the great sin for which Moses and Aaron were denied to 
go into Canaan, because he called God's people rebels: 
from whence they have framed this maxim, He that treats 
the church contemptuotisly, ivhich ought to be honoured, is 
as if he blasphemed the name of God. But they subvert the 
truth, who build it upon no better foundations. For Moses, 
the great minister of God, only uses God's own language 



to their fathers, chap. xvii. 10. where he bids him lay up 
Aaron's rod, as a token against the rebels. And if this were 
a sin, Moses committed it again not long after this, and in 
a higher strain (which nobody can think he would have 
done, if it had cost him so dear), when he saith, Deut. ix. 
24. " Ye have been rebellious against the Lord ever since 
I knew you." 

Must tve fetch you tvateroutofthis rock?] Jn these words, 
also, some of the Jews (particularly Nachman) think they 
find the sin of Moses and Aaron ; who here (they fancy) 
ascribe to themselves that which they ought to have ac- 
knowledged the work of God alone. But this is without 
any ground ; for tho plain meaning of the words is quite 
contrary ; Is it in our power to bring water out of a rock?. 
So the Vulgar Latin translates it ; it being a speech of 
those that wonder, like thatl Kings xxi. 19. " Hast thou 
killed, and also taken possession?" As if Moses had said, 
Strange! that you should think it possible for vs to bring 
you water out of a rock, which is the work only of an omni-' 
potent power ! 

Ver. 11. And Moses lifted tip his hand, and with his rod 
he smote the rock twice.'] It seems the water did not gush* 
out at the first stroke ; .which made him repeat it. • .. 

And the water came out abundantly, and the congrega- 
tion drank, and their beasts also.] So that their present ne- 
cessity was supplied; and they also filled their vessels 
when they left this place, to serve them till they met* 
with the convenience of water; as they did, I shewed upon. 
ver. 2. 

Ven 12- And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron, 
Because ye believed me not.] Here interpreters have been 
much troubled to find what it was for which God was of- 
fended at Moses and Aaron: for though the .text tells us* 
expressly it was for their unbelief (whereby they gave great 
scandal, and did not sanctify him as they did formerly, be- 
fore the Israelites), yet it doth not clearly appear wherein 
this unbelief declared itself. Abarbinel hath collected se- 
veral opinions of the Jewish doctors about this matter, 
which arc no less than ten; after which he delivers his own, 
which seems to me as unsatisfactory as the rest were to 
him; for it is far-fetched, with too much nicety and subtilty, 
and relies also upon uncertainties. The plainest account 
of it, I think, is this, which none of them take notice of; 
that the water now ceasing at the same time that Miriam 
died, Moses was very sad both for her death, and, perhaps, 
for the ceasing of the w r ater ; and being unexpectedly as- 
saulted by tho people, who ought to have had a greater re- 
verence for him, in a time of mourning especially, it was 
tho occasion of a greater commotion of anger and indigna- 
tion than was usually in him: which gave him such a dis- 
turbance in his mind, and so disordered his thoughts, that 
when God bade him take his rod, and go and speak to the 
rock, he fell into somo doubt, whether God would grant 
them the favour ho had done before; either, because they- 
wore so wretched a people, that it was not fit God should 
do any thing for them; or because he thought, perhaps, 
water might bo otherways procured for them. And becauso 
of this doubting, I suppose, it might be, that upon the first 
striking of the rock no water came forth (God also, per- 
haps, so ordering it, that he might try him); and hereupon 
his diffidence increased.into unbelief, and a settled persua- 
sion they should have no water. His anger also at such a 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 






CHAP. XX.] 



UPON NUMBERS. 



583 



rebellious generation; if is likely, made him the more dis- 
trustful, that God would do nothing for them. For both 
these are mentioned by the Divine writers that touch upon 
this history, that he did not believe; and that his spirit was 
so provoked, that he spake unadvisedly ivith his tips, (Psal. 
cvi. 32, 33.) which was when he spake those words, ver.10. 
Must ive fetch you water out of this rock ? i.e. is that a 
likely matter ? They being words of the same sort with 
those of Sarah, Gen. xviii. 13. Shall I of a surety have a 
child, who am old ? that is, I cannot believe it. And when 
he saw the water did not come out at the first stroke, 
he might be so rash as to say, Now it is plain God will 
give you none, but let you perish:, or words to that effect. 

I know nothing more probable than this; unless the 
reader likes the opinion of Joseph Albo better, which is 
the ninth opinion -mentioned by Abarbinel. That Moses 
and Aaron having had such long experience of God's good- 
ness to this people, and of his readiness to help them, 
ought not to have gone and made their complaints to God 
about the want of water, (ver. 6.) but immediately, of them- 
selves, gone to the rock (being confident of God's power 
and mercy, which had never failed them), and called for 
water to come out of it. For now the tabernacle was built, 
and they had God dwelling among them (which they had 
not when he smote the rock at first), which ought to have 
bred in them the highest assurance that God would supply 
them. Dr. Lightfoot hath another conjecture (which I shall 
propound, that the reader may judge which is most likely), 
that Moses and Aaron began to distrust God's promise of 
entering into tho promised land, at tho end of forty years ; 
imagining, that, if they brought water again out of the rock, 
it must follow them as long as the other had done. For 
this he makes the sense of their words, " WJiat, ye rebels! 
must we bring water out of a rock, as we did at Horebf 
Arc all our hopes and expectations of getting out of the 
wilderness come to this? We never fetched you water out 
of a rock but once ; and that was because ye were to stay 
a long time in the wilderness, &c. Now that is gone, must 
we fetch water out of another rock? O ye rebels, have ye 
brought.it to this pass by your murmurings, that we must 
have a new stay in the wilderness? Are we to begin our 
abode here again, when we thought we had been at the 
end of our travels? At this rate we shall never get out." 
Whereupon he presently smote the rock twice in a fume ; 
whereas God bade him only speak to it, (ver. 8.) 

To sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel.] i. e. 
Openly to assert me to be the Holy One of Israel, faithful 
to my promises (as well as infinite in power), of which they 
had given the Israelites occasion to doubt, by declaring 
some distrust of what God said to them, (ver. 8.) For these 
words plainly shew that their sin did not consist only in an 
inward diffidence, but in such outward expressions of it in 
their anger and impatience, as might be apt to breed unbe- 
lief in the Israelites; who were already too prone thereunto. 
And it is no improbable conjecture of a Jewish doctor (in 
his book of the Death of Moses), that the Divine Glory not 
appearing now upon this rock, as it did at Horcb, (Exod. 
xvii. G.) which perhaps they expected ; it gave some occa- 
sion to their unbelief: which, he thinks, was not so great a 
sin in itself, as to have deserved the following punishment, 
had not God, in passing this sentence, had a respect to the 
excellency and dignity of. their persons ; in whom a fault 



of this nature was far more grievous than in an "ordinary 
man. 

Therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the 
land which I have given them.] They brought them -into the 
land of Silion, and of Og; but not into Canaan, which was 
properly the land promised to them. 

Ver. 13. This is the water of Meribah.] Called Meribah- 
kadesh, Deut. xxxii. 51. to distinguish it from that Meri- 
bah mentioned Exod. xvii. 7. where the Israelites are guilty 
of the same crime. '" 

Because the children of Israel strove with the Lord.] Ex- 
postulated with him most undutifully, and accused him of 
unkindness to them, (ver. 3, 4.) 

And he was sanctified in them.] The Hebrew doctors dif- 
fer very much in their opinions about this also, whether he 
was sanctified in the waters, or in the people of Israel, or 
in Moses and Aaron.' Some fancy it is meant of the wa*- 
ters; -viz. that God did himself great honour in bringing 
waters again out of a rock: and therefore the name of the 
place was called Kadesh, from his being sanctified there* 
Thus Chaskuni. But it seems to have been called so bei- 
fore this, being a place well known to the Edomitcs, (ver. 
16.) The common opinion is, that he speaks of Moses 
and Aaron: for God's name, saith R. Solomon, is much to- 
vered when he doth not spare even his holy ones, (Lev. ». 
3;) ButNachmanides expounds it of the Israelites, before 
whose face (as he expounds sanctified in them) God's power, 
and faithfulness, and goodness appeared: and who alonfe 
are mentioned in this verse ; not Moses and Aaron. But 
all three opinions in the issue concur in this one, that God 
made his power, &c. appear in the eyes of all the Israelites, 
by bringing water out of a fock; and at the same time de- 
monstrated his holiness and impartial justice in punishing 
his greatest friends for their unbelief. - • 

* »Ver. 14.' And Moses sent messengers.] By God's order, as 
his words seem to import, in Deut. ii. 2 — 4. 

From Kadesh.] On the confines of the king of Edom's 
country. 

Unto the king of Edom.] When the Israelites came out 
of Egypt, Moses speaks of Edom as governed by dukes, 
(Exod. xv» 87.) for the successors of Esau at first had no 
higher title, (Gen. xxxvi. 15, &c.) Not long after, it seems, 
their posterity became kings; and now (nine-and-thirty 
years after the Israelites' coming out of Egypt) they were 
still under kingly government. Arid this king, to whom 
Moses now sends messengers, the great primate of Ire- 
land takes to have been Hadar, the last of those that Moses 
mentions Gen. xxxvi. 39. who, for his inhumanity to the 
children of Israel, was shortly after punished with death; 
and the kingdom turned again into the government by 
dukes. For Moses (as he thinks) writing the- book of 
Genesis in (he latter end of his life (or then adding what 
was necessary to what he had written before), reckons im- 
mediately after Hadar several dukes reigning all at one 
time, in several parts of the country which they had shared 
among them. (See Usser. Chronolog. Sacra, cap. 11.) 

TIius saith thy brother Israel.] In the language of those 
times, all that were near of kin called one another brethren: 
and these two nations descended from two twin-brothers. 

Thoti knowest.] For they could not but have received, 
intelligence before this time of such public things. 

All the travel that hath befallen us.] How wc, and our 
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fathers before us, have travelled from place to place, with- 
out any certain habitation. (See Psal. cv. 13.) 

Ver. 15. IIoiv our fathers.*] After several removals from 
one part of Canaan to another. 

Went down into Egypt .] Which was so public a thing 
(they being invited by Pharaoh, who sent carriages for 
•them), that tho Edomites could not be ignorant of it. 

And ive have dwelt in Egypt a long time.*] See Exod. xii. 
40, 41. and what I have observed there. 

And the Egyptians vexed us and our fathers.'] See Exod. 
i. 11—13, &c. 

1 Ver. 1G. And when ive cried unto the Lord, he heard our 
voice.] See Exod. ii. 23—25. iii. 7, 8. 
* And sent an angeL] See Exod. iii. 2, &c. Maimonides 
here by angel understands Moses himself; for the prophets 
are sometimes called angels, L e. messengers sent from God, 
(Judg. ii. 1.) This he asserts in the first part, and more 
than once in the second part, of More Nevochim. But it 
is very unreasonable to think, that Moses would thus mag- 
nify himself to the king of Edom, who understood not such 
•language ; and could not but be the more moved to hearken 
.to his embassy, if he believed the Israelites were under the 
conduct of a heavenly minister, who, as other Jews think, 
-was Michael, the prince of the heavenly host, whom they 
.commonly understand by the angel here mentioned. But 
many great men, particularly Masius, think this is short 
<of -the truth, unless we understand by Michael, the eternal 
Son.of God, who was, as he speaks, the perpetual prince 
and director of the people of God. For though he was then 
properly made the messenger of the Father, when he took on 
him our flesh, and dwelt here among us, yet from the begin- 
ning it was his constant care to reconcile men to God, and 
•^preserve religion among them. So that he might be called 
Hie angel of God before he became a man, because God the 
.Father by him communicated with men about all things ne- 
cessary for their good. And the Jews seem to have had 
; &ome obscure notion of this : for what else could Moses 
Gerundensis mean, when he saith, the angel whom Moses 
•saw- in the bush. was the same Whom Jacob calls the God 
pf Bethel, and whom he calls the angel Redeemer ? of whom 
Moses, he saith, speaks in this place, and in Deut. vi. 12. 
The Lord brought us out of Egypt: Certain it is, that thus 
the ancient Christians understood such places, taking the 
angel here spoken of to be the eternal Logos, or Word, as 
St. John calls the eternal So.n of God : whose sense no man, 
I think, hath better . explained than our Mr. Thorndike; 
who, though he confesses it to be plain by the Scriptures, 
that it was always an angel that appeared un(}er the Old 
'^Testament,- who is sometimes called by the proper name 
of, God (Jehovah), yet this is no prejudice to what the 
fathers pf the church teach, concerning the appearing of 
the qternal Word ; who was that Lord who then assumed 
some angelical nature, wherein he might appear, to deal 
with men for a short time ; after which he dismissed it, 
when he had done that business for which he assumed it. 

And h#tji brought its forth out of Egypt.] See Exod. xiii, 
22. xiv. 19. ! ; 

And, behold, tve are in Kadesh.] Near to Kadesh; for it* 
is.no't likely they were admitted into the city itself, \yhicl) 
gave its name to the adjacent country. 

A city.] Or town; for it doth not seem to have been a 
walled place. 



In the uttermost of thy borders.]' In (he confines of the 
king of Edom's country ; and belonging, it is likely, to his 
dominion. 

Ver. 17. Let us pass, I pray thee, through thy country J] 
In our way to the land of Canaan; which God hath pro- 
mised to give us. 

We tvill not. pass through the fields, or through the vine- 
yards.] They engaged not to turn aside, as they went along, 
into any private man's grounds. (See chap. xxi. 22.) 

Neither will we drink of the ivater of the toells.] Which 
any private person had digged for his own use ; but only 
of the rivers, which are common to all creatures. 
. We will go by the king's highway.] Keep in the common 
road, which is made for all passengers, by the king's al- 
lowance. 

We tvill not turn to the right hand or to the left.] Out of 
the road, but go straight on. 

Until tve have passed thy borders.] Got to the other side 
of the country of Edom. 

Ver. 18. And Edom said unto him.] This sounds as if the 
whole country had joined in the following answer^ 

Tltou shalt not pass by' me.] Go through, our country, 
(ver. 20.) . . * , 

Lest I come out against thee with the sword.] The king 
bids them not attempt it, for he would oppose their passage 
with all his forces. He was afraid, no doubt, lest they 
should seize his country, or spoil it, and therefore would 
not trust their declarations which they made to the contrary* 

Ver. 19. And the children of Israel.] Who were sent upon 
this message, (ver. 14.) .Or else some new ambassadors, 
whom Moses dispatched with new entreaties after he un- 
derstood his denial. 

Said unto him.] Gave him new assurances of their honest 
intentions. , ~. . 

We will go by thehighivay.] Believe us, we will not step 
out of the common road. 

And if I and my cattle drink of thy water.] Out of the 
wells beforementioncd, (ver. 17.) which private men had 
digged, and therefore had a propriety in them. 

Then will I pay for it.] For water was commonly sold in 
those dry countries, where it was very scarce. 

I will only, without doing any thing else.] The Hebrew 
words em dabar (which we translate, without doing any 
thing else), literally signify in our language, it is no word, 
i. e. not mere fair promises, but, we will perform what 
we say. 

Go through on my feet.] Go through, as fast as we can 
travel on foot. ; ■ 

Ver. 20. And he said, Thou shalt not go through.] He 
persisted in his resplution ; and would not rely on their 
most solemn asseverations. Yet he consented (as appears 
by Deut. ii. 28, 29.) to furnish them with necessary provi- 
sions, both of meat and drink, for their money. 

And Edom came out against him ivith much people, and 
with a strong hand.] For fear they should press into his 
country, he raised a great and powerful army to oppose 
them ; and shewed himself ready to fight them if they moved 
that way. 

Ver. 21. Thus Edom refused to give Israel passage through 
his border.] Which Grotius censures in his second book De 
Jure Belli ct Pacis, cap. 2. sect. 13. as contrary to the law 
of nations ; by which the highways, as wsll as the sea and^ 
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the rivers of all countries, ought to be free for all that have 
a mind to pass through thera upon just occasions. And he 
gives many examples of such permission out of heathen 
story; and therefore looks upon the denial of this as just 
ground of weir with Sihon and Og (mentioned in the next 
chapter, where I shall consider it), as it might have been 
with Edom and Moab, had not God prohibited it. Nor 
doth the fear, he thinks, which the Edomites, it is likely, 
had of letting such a vast number of people pass through 
their country, alter the case; for no man's fear is to take 
away another man's right: and there might have been 
means contrived to remove this feaT, by letting them pass 
through in small companies at a time, or unarmed. He 
had better have said, in my opinion, by giving hostages on 
both sides for the performance of conditions : for it might 
have put the Israelites in as great fear to have gone through 
in small parties, or if they should have disarmed them- 
selves. But, when all is said, it seems not clear that all 
men have such a right, as that great man thinks they may 
claim. For no man can challenge a passage through a 
private man's ground without his leave ; and every prince 
hath the same dominion in all his territories that a private 
man hath in his land. There are many examples also, as 
Gronovius hath observed, of countries which have suffered 
extremely by granting this liberty (which shew that princes 
have reason to deny it for their people's security), and the 
examples of those who have granted it, are examples of 
fact rather than of right ; and of such as were not in a con- 
dition to refuse what was demanded. (See Selden's Mare 
Clausum, lib. i. cap. 20.) 

Wherefore Israel turned away from him.'] By God's 
command ; who ordered them also to buy what they 
wanted of the Edomites, (Dent. ii. 5, 6.) For they stayed 
some time in Kadesh, by their consent, before they re- 
moved ; that they might furnish themselves, as they of- 
fered, with necessaries, (Judges xi. 17.) 

Ver. 22. And the children of Israel, even the whole con- 
gregation.] For they might not divide into several bodies, 
lying in several places ; but all march together, when the 
clond moved, in the order God appointed, (chap. x. 13, 
14, &c.) 

Journeyed from Kadesh, and came to Mount Hor.] 
Another, place upon the edge of the Edomites' country, 
chap, xxxiii. 37. where they pitched in a part' of that 
mountain which was called Mosera, (Deut. x. 6.) Whe- 
ther Mount Hor gave the name of Hori to him, who was 
the ancestor of Seir, and the first planter of the country, 
which was afterward conquered by Esau, (Gen. xxxvi. 
20. 30. Deut. ii. 12.) or had its name from him, cannot be 
determined. But Hori, we are sure, was the first posses- 
sor (of whom there is any memory) of this mountain Hor, 
which was afterward called Seir (from one descended 
from him), and afterward Edom. 

Vcr. 23. And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron in 
Mount Ilor.] At the foot of the mount, as appears from 
vcr. 25. 

By the coast of the land of Edom.] See chap, xxxiii. 37. 

Vcr. 24. Aaron shall be gathered unto his people.] Shall 
die, (vcr. 26.) 

For he shall not enter into the land ivhich I have given 
unto the children of Israel] See ver. 12. A manifest token 
that the earthly Canaan was not the utmost felicity at 
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which God's promises aimed ; because the best men 
among them were shut out of it. 

Because ye rebelled against my Word at the water of 
Meribah.] By this word rebelled, it appears there was some- 
thing of obstinacy in their unbelief, mentioned ver. 12. 

VeT. 25. Take Aaron and Eleazar his son.] Speak to 
them in my name. For it is expressly said, (chap, xxxiii. 
38.) that they went up " at the commandment of the Lord." 

And bring them up unto Mount Hor.] This shews that 
they pitched their tents at the bottom of it, in a place 
called Mosera. See Deut. x. 6. where this seems also to 
have been the name of the whole hill, as well as Hor. 

Ver. 26. And strip Aaron of his garments,] i. e. Of his 
priestly robes (as Josephus rightly expounds it, rrjv apx it * 
panicfjv <rro\rjv), mentioned Exod. xxviii. 2, 3, &c. where- 
with he was clothed when he was anointed to the office of 
high-priest, (Lev. viii. 7—9.) which he put on, I suppose, 
in the camp, and went up in them to Mount Hor, that he 
might die gloriously; not in his robes, but immediately 
after he put them off to be put upon his son. For this 
stripping him of his robes was in effect the divesting 
Aaron of his office, that it might be conferred upon his 
son ; which was done as follows. 

And put them upon Eleazar his son.] Which was the in* 
vesting him with the office of high-priest, in which he now 
succeeded in his father's stead, and was by this ceremony 
admitted to it; The Talmudists say the manner was, first 
to put on the breeches, then the coat; which being'bound 
about with the girdle, then the robe, upon which was the 
ephod, and then the mitre and golden crown. (See Selden 
de Succession, in Pontif. lib. ii. cap. 8.) 

And Aaron shall be gathered unto his people, and die 
there.] This was said before, in short, ver. 24. but now 
the time of his death is expressly declared (immediately 
after he laid down his office, and had the satisfaction to see 
his son inaugurated in his room), and the place of it, upon 
Mount Hor. Of this phrase, gathered to his people, see 
Gen. xxv. 8. 17. 

Ver. 27. And Moses did as the Lord commanded: and 
they went up into Mount Hor, in the sight of all the congre- 
gation.] That they might all be witnesses of the succession 
of Eleazar to the office of his father. 

Vcr. 28. And Moses stripped Aaron of his garments, and 
put them upon Eleazar his son.] This Moses did as the 
minister of God ; who now translated the priesthood to 
another. 

And Aaron died there in the top of the mount.] And was 
buried also there, (Deut. x. 6.) For great and heroic per- 
sons were in ancient days usually buried in high places. 
So Joshua was, (chap. xxiv. 30. 33.) and EleazaT, (Judges 
ii. 9.) and Cadmus and Harmonia; who lived near the time 
of Joshua, as Bochartus observes in his Canaan, lib. i. 
cap. 23. 

And Moses and Eleazar came down from the mount.] 
After they had seen him laid in his grave by those that at- 
tended them. 

This fell out in the fortieth ycaT after they came out of 
Egypt, on the first day of the fifth month ; when Aaron 
was a hundred and three-and-twenty years old, as we read 
chap, xxxiii. 38, 39. in the new moon of the month, which 
the Athenians called Hecatombaon, the Macedonians Lous, 
and the Hebrews called Sabba, as Josephus glosses. But 

4F 

Microsoft ® 



586 



A' COMMENTARY 



[cmap.-xxi!* 



that last word should be Ab, not Sabb'a, as Jacobus Capcl- 
lus observes, (in his Histor. Sacra et Exotica ad An. 2542.) 
"which answers, he thinks, to the nineteenth of our July. 
And so tho Hebrews say in Seder Olam, " Aaron died on 
the first day of the month Ab;" upon which there is a fast 
in their rituals, in "memory of it. 

*" Ver. 29. And when all the congregation saiv that Aaron 
was dead.] ii e. Understood (as the word see is used Gen. 
xlii. 1.) that God had taken him out of the world, as Moses 
and Eleazar told them; who also came down from the 
mount with him. 

They mourned for Aaron thirty days.] Till the end of 
the month. For so long their mourning seems, in those 
days, to have been continued for great persons, (as it was 
for Moses, Deut. xxxiv. 8.) though a w r eek sufficed for pri- 
vate persons. 
Even all the house of Israel.] Both men and women. 



CHAP. XXI, 

Ver.l. AND when king Arad the Canaanite.] In the 
Hebrew the words arc thus placed, when the Canaanite 
king Arad: and so they arc in the LXX. and the Vulgar : 
and Arad "may as well sighify a place as a person : nay, 
there seems more reason to translate the words thus, the 
Canaanitish king of Arad: because there was such a city 
in Canaan, mentioned Josh. xii. 14. and Judges i. 16. One 
of the sons of Canaan being called Arad, (as both the 
rLXX. and the Vulgar translate the Hebrew w r ord Arvad, 
Gen. x. 18.) who it is likely gave his name to this part of 
the 'country; the chief city of which was also called after 
•him. . . - 

- Which dwelt hi the south.] In the south part of the land 
-of Canaan, towards'the eastern angleof it, near the Dead 
Sea. (See chap, xxxiii. 40.) 

f -Heard that Israel came by the way of the spies.] Which 
were sent by the king Arad (as many suppose) to bring 
liim intelligence T^hich way the Israelites marched. For 
itheing eight-and-thirty years since the spies sent by Moses 
went that way ; or rather, they going so secretly, that it was 
not known which waythey went, it is thought not proba- 
"ble that MoseS speaks of them in this place. But there 
is no necessity of taking the Hebrew word Atharim to sig- 
nify spies; but it may as well be the name of a place, as 
the LXX. understood it, by whom it is translated y A$aptf/jL. 
And; if the situation would agree to it, one might probably 
conjecture the place was so. called from the spies that 
went from' thence by Moses's order to survey the country. 
For that was a thing so memorable, that, as it could not 
well slip out of the minds of the people of Canaan, so they 
found, I make no question, after they were gone, which 
way they came into their country (though for the present 
they -passed unobserved), and ever after called it the way 
of the spies. 

Then he fought against Israel.] He marched out of his 
^country with an army; and fell upon the Israelites as they 
passed that way. 

; 'And- took some of them prisoners:] He attacked, it is 
likely, £t first, only the skirts of their camp, where he sur- 
prised some of them, and carried them away captive, as 
*the w r ords are in the Hebrew. * 



Ver. 2. And Israel vowed' a voiv Unto the Lord.] It was 
resolved, it seems, that they should engage them;, but tho 
Israelites being afraid of them, because they were unexpe- 
rienced in war, implore the Divine aid by this solemn vow. 

If thou wilt indeed deliver this people into my hand.] 
Give us the victory over them. 

Tlien will I utterly destroy their cities.] They vow- to 
reserve none of the spoil to their own use; but devote it 
all to destruction. For such was the nature of this vow 
called cherem. (See Lev. xxvii.29.) 

Ver. 3. And the Lord hearkened to'the voice of IsraeL] 
He approved their vow. 

And delivered up the Canaanites.] The Israelites van- 
quished their army. 

And they utterly destroyed them and their cities.] Utterly 
devoted them to destruction, according to their vow. For 
they did not now actually destroy them, they remaining 
when Joshua came to Canaan, who executed this cjierem, 
or curse, upon them, (chap. xii. 14.) which, if it had been 
executed now, they must have entered into the land of 
Canaan at this time ; from whence we caxinot imagine 
they would have returned, to march further about before 
they got into it ; but have gone on to prosecute their vic- 
tory/ by subduing the country, as they had begun. 

And he called the name of the place Hormah.] From the 
cherem (or herem as some write it) which nvas pronounced 
against it; which, when it was put in execution, this namo 
became more proper to it, (Judges i. 17:) 

Ver. 4. And they journeyed from Mount Hor.] Where 
their camp was pitched, when the king of Arad assaulted 
them; and whither they returnee!, after they had .over- 
thrown him. : . 

By the way of the Red Sea.] Towards Ezion-Gabcr, as 
we* read Deut. ii. 8. 

* To compass the land of Edoxn^] Which extended itself 
unto the Red Sea. 

And the soul of the people toas much discouraged because 
of the way.] The word we translate discouraged, signifies 
two things; to faint, and to breathe short, through the 
anguish and bitterness of ;one's spirit, (Exod. vi. 9.) And 
secondly, to be angry at, or at least impatient, by reason 
of some trouble. And sch.it may be best token in this 
place, (as Buxtorfius observes, in Histor. Scrp. JEnci, 
cap. I.) not simply for their being tired, with a tedious, 
long, and troublesome march ; but that accompanied with 
no small indignation and wrath: which did not only, burn 
within, but broke out into words of great impatience, as 
appears by what follows. Whence the Hebrew words 
ketzar-ruach (short of spirit) signify angry, or hasty, 
Prov. xiv. 29. and in Job Xxi. 4. we translate it troubled, 
and Zach. xi. 8.'loathed; where it had better been trans- 
lated, I was angry with them. Now that which made the 
people thus fret, or faint (if we will have it so interpreted), 
was the way wherein they wctc now led, which was about 
the land of Edom. For when they were come towards Ca- 
naan, in tho middle of the fortieth year (at the end of which 
they were promised to enter in and possess it), they are 
carried back again towards the lied Sea, whither God had 
sent their fathers alter they had brought a false report upon 
the land, (chap;xiv;25.) This made them think, perhaps, 
that they should never come to Canaan; or, at least, it was 
tedious to march such a great way about, after they had 
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been kept so long from their inheritance, and were lately in 
such hopes of it, when Moses demanded a passage into it 
through the country of Edom. 

Ver, 5. And the people spake against God and against 
3foses.] This shews they were in a very great rage, which 
made them so forgetful of their duty, as to charge God him- 
self with ill conduct : whereas their fathers were wont only 
to murmur against Moses and Aaron. 

Wlierefore have ye brought us out of Egypt.] The He- 
brew word heelithunn (made us to go tip) is a strange 
word (as Dr. Lightfoot calls it) in this language; declaring 
the great fume they were in when they uttered it. 

To die in thevnlderness.] As if they had said (so Abar- 
binel explains it), What can we expect or hope, for but 
death' from this long stay in the wilderness? 
; For there is no bread, neither is there any water.'] For 
we want the most necessary things for the support of life 
(as he also well explains it), which they spake in a rage; 
for they had both, by a miraculous providence over them. 
They themselves immediately confess they had manna; 
and that they lately received water out of a rock. Eut 
nothing would, satisfy, unless they were brought to* a 
country" where bread and water were' to be had without a 
miracle. For the meaning of their complaint was, that 
God did not deal with them as he did with other people, 
who (to speak in our phrase) do not live from hand to 
mouth, as the Israelites did, who had bread given them 
only to suffice for one day, and no more; and that such 
bread as they despised. It. is likely, also, they began now 
to want water again, which did not follow them, as for- 
merly, out of the rock : and what they had in their vessels, 
perhaps, was near spent. 

And our soul loatheth this light bread. 7 ] As for the bread 
God bestowed upon them, they were so far from being 
satisfied with it, that they loathe it, and call it by the scorn- 
ful name of light bread. So we translate the Hebrew word 
Jiakkilkel: which, being the doubling of a word which sig- 
nifies light or vile in that language, imports as much as 
very despicable, exceeding vile ; or, as the LXX. translate 
it, [very empty; having no substance in it to fill their sto- 
machs. So Abarbinel expounds this passage, We are 
tired with long journeys, which require more solid bread than 
this to support us. 

Ver. G. And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the peo- 
ple.] So most of the Jews translate this place ; taking se- 
raphim for an adjective (as grammarians speak), and con- 
sequently rightly translated fiery. But there are those who 
take it to signify a peculiar sort of serpents; being added 
to nechashim (serpents) by way of apposition (as they 
speak), and signifying such serpents as thc^ Greeks call 
npTiarrjptQ and KavJwvte, whom Pliny reckons among the 
sceleratissimi serpentes, most pernicious serpents, (lib. xxiv. 
cap. 13.) Or, as others will have it, those called Ai\Pahg, 
because they made great inflammations in men's bodies, 
and an unquenchable thirst, being also of a flame colour, 
^ut the famous Bochartus hath alleged a great many argu- 
ments to prove that they were a sort of serpents, called 
hydras, because in winter they lived in fens and marshes; 
which being dried up in summer they were called chersy- 
dnts, because then they lived in dry places, and in the hot 
season had a most sharp, stinging poison, which, as Ni- 
cander saith, made such inflammations as brought upon 
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him that, was stung by them, aXyza fivpla, innumerable 
griefs. See Hicrozoicon, par. ii. lib. iii. cap, 13. where he 
shews also they were Hying serpents, of which the prophet 
Isaiah speaks, chap. xix. 29. xxx. G.; and that 'now was 
a, hot season, wherein they were wont to be most ve-, 
nomous. For Aaron dying the first day of the fifth month 
(which answers to the nineteenth of our July),*arid they 
mourning for him thirty days; after which followed their 
encounter with the Canaanites, and then this murmuring, 
and this punishment; it must fall out in the latter end of 
August, when the dog-days were going out. (See Vossius 
dc Orig.'et Progressu IdoloL lib. iv. cap. 56.) 

And they bit the people.] This Aben Ezra and others 
think was a punishment suitable to their sin, which was 
evil-speaking against the Lord, by calumniating his provi* 
dence. For Solomon compares a calumniator to a ser- 
pent, which bites if it be not charmed, (Eccles. V. 11.) 

It is a strange fancy of Fortunatus Licetus, that Moses 
here speaks of a disease bred in the body, which in chil- 
dren is called dracunculus, and not of the biting of serpents 
from without, (lib. de Ortu Spontaneo viventium, cap. 51.) 
For which there is no ground at all; and, on the contrary, 
nothing more certain, than that, in Arabia, and Egypt, and 
other countries of Africa, there are such serpents as are 
here described. Yet Bartholinus seems to think that this 
opinion may he defended against Ezekiel de Castro, who 
confuted it. (See Epistol. Medic. Ccntur. i. Epist. 32.) • I 

And much people of Israel died.] The whole wilderness, 
through which the Israelites marched so many years, was 
full of fiery serpents and scorpions, as Moses's words im- 
port, Deut. viii. 15. which makes it the more wonderful, 
that we never hear of their being bitten and killed by them 
until now. But it is to be considered, that they were pro- 
tected by the cloud from this, and from all other dangers 
(as, the Hebrews well observe), which now withdrew its 
shadow from them, and let in the serpents upon them. Or 
rather (as Moses here expressly saith), God, who had hi- 
therto kept them ofF, now sent them, and, perhaps, brought 
them from remote parts of the Ayilderness to infest the" 
whole congregation. 

Ver. 7. Wherefore the people came to 3foses, and said, 
We have sinned.] It doth not appear whether they were im- '* 
mediately sensible of their sin, and confessed it, upon the „ 
biting of the serpents and the direful efFccts of it, or stayed 
till there had been a great mortality among them. * It is* 
likely they instantly made their addresses to him; but be- 
fore a remedy was found out, by erecting the brazen ser- 
pent, many of them perished. 

For we have sinned against the Lord, and against thee.] 
They make a particular acknowledgment of their guilt, as 
a token of the sincerity of their repentance. 

Pray unto the Lord that he take away the serpents from 
us.] In the Hebrew the words are, take away the serpent, 
in the singular number; about which the Jews make V 
great many curious observations, as if there was one evil 
angel that governed them all. And if there be any truth 
in this observation, we Christians cannot but think these 
words point to the old serpent, the devil, who lost his sting 
by the lifting up of Christ on the cross; as the brazen ser- 
pent, it here follows, was lifted up for the cure of the biting 
of those serpents, But the simple truth is, that in this Ian-' ^ 
guagc the singular number is often used collectively for the 
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plural. As in Exod. viii. 6. " The frog came up and covered 
the land," i.e. a vast multitude of frogs. And so Moses 
speaks in the place just now named, Deut. viii. 15. where 
he calls this wilderness wherein they travelled, a place of a 
fiery serpent and scorpion; t. e. saith Jonathan, full of such 
creatures. 

And Moses prayed for the people.] Here It. Bcchai and 
others observe the great meekness and charity of Moses, 
and thence draw this instruction : that he of whom any 
one asks pardon for an offence, ought not to be hard-heart- 
ed, but ready to forgive. Thus Abraham prayed for Abi- 
mclech, Gen. xx. 17. Job for his friends, chap. xlii. 10. It 
would be a sin to do otherwise, (1 Sam. xii. 19, 20. 23.) 

Ver. 8. And the Lord said unto Moses.'] In answer to his 
prayer. 

Make thee a fiery serpent*] The figure of one of those ser- 
pents which bite the people. Abarbinel thinks that upoq 
Moses's prayer the serpents were removed ; but still there 
remained many among the people sorely afflicted by the 
venomous effects of their biting, for whose cure God gra- 
ciously gave this direction. 

It is something strange, that any learned Christian should 
so much admire the Egyptian learning as not to forbear the 
mention of their incantations of serpents, when they speak 
of this relation which Moses makes concerning the brazen 
serpent which God ordered him to set up. Yet Sir John 
Marsham (in his Chronicoh, sect. 9.) when he comes to 
treat of this station of the Israelites at Tsalmona, hath a 
long discourse to shew how famous the Egyptians and 
other nations were in this sort of magic ; and thus con- 
cludes it, that Moses, putting tins brazen serpent upon a 
perch, " non tarn serpentes igneos incantabat ne noce- 
rent, quam eorum venenum extinguebat/' did not so much 
charm these serpents that they should not hurt, as extinguish 
their venom. This seems to me a scurvy intimation, that 
Moses had their practices in his mind, but went beyond 
them. He should have said, Moses abominated their wick- 
ad arts (if they had any such in those days), and directed 
the Israelites to look up to God for healing. So the Jews 
themselves, particularly Aben Ezra, who takes notice that 
some superstitious people fancied that this serpent was a 
talisman, made to receive I know riot what influence from 
the stars. But God forbid, saith he, God forbid we should 
have any such thought! this was made by the Divine 
order; the reason of which let us not scrupulously search: 
they thought, that is, there was something extraordinary 
init, as Jon athan plainly declares in his paraphrase of the 
last words of this verse : he shall be healed if he direct his 
heart to the name of the Word of the Lord : where no 
•Christian can forbear to think of our blessed Saviour, the 
eternal WoTd, who was prefigured (as I shall shew in the 
following verse) by the erecting of this serpent here men- 
tioned upon a pole, that all might look upon him and live. 

And set it upon a pole.] So high, that every one in the 
camp might see it. For the word signifies such a pole as 
made their ensign or banner, to which all the army was to 
resoTt. Concerning this word 7ies, sec Bootius, lib. ii. 
cap. 4. 

And it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, 
when he looketh upon it.] The Jews generally have so 
much understanding as to say, that the mere beholding of 
it did not cure them; but that they were to look up to God 



(as the Scripture speaks) when they beheld it, and expect 
a cure from him. So the author of the Book of Wisdom, 
chap. xvi. 7. " He that turned himself towards it, was not 
healed by the thing which he saw, but by thee, that art the 
Saviour of all." And therefore he calls it, in the foregoing 
verse, " A sign of salvation, to put them in remembrance 
of the commandment of the law." 

Shall live.] Be cured, and restored to perfect health: 
which the Jews think the greater miracle, because naturally 
it would have made the inflammation greater. So Nach- 
manides: This rather would have increased the disease; 
for they who arc bit by venomous beasts (according to the 
prescriptions of physicians), must not sec the image of the 
beast by whom they are bitten: but this was commanded 
by God, that the Israelites might know both their disease 
and their medicine came from God, who made that whose 
aspect was hurtful to be the means of their cure. 

Ver. 9. And Moses made a serpent.] Whence this place 
seems to have been called Zalmonah, (chap, xxxiii. 41.) 
which imports an image, similitude, or resemblance of a 
thing represented by it. And another place thereabouts, as 
Dr. Lightfoot observes, called Maalch Akrabbim, seems to 
have had its name from the same thing, it signifying the 
going up of scorpions, Josh. xv. 3. 

Of brass.] Polished, that it might resemble a serpent of 
a flaming colour; and being very glittering, it might be the 
better seen far and near. So several of the Hebrew 
writers, particularly Nachmanides and Abarbinel, who ob- 
serve, that God did not bid him make a serpent^of brass, 
but only a saraph, (ver. 8.) i. e. a resemblance of a flaming 
-serpent: which could not be made so well of any other 
metal as of brass; those saraphs (which we render fiery 
serpents) being fiery red, like copper or brass: of which 
there was good store not far off from this place ; for the 
next station to Zalmonah, where they now were, was Pu- 
non, or Pinon, as Moses tells us, chap, xixiii. 42. a place 
belonging to the Eclomites, (who had an ancient duke of 
this name, Gen. xxxvi. 41. I Chron. i. 52.) famous for 
mines of brass, as Bochartus shews out of several of the 
fathers; who speak of XoXkov filraXXa lv <j>aivo7. From 
whence Moses, perhaps, had this brass, (Hicrozoicon, par. 
ii. lib. iii. cap. 13.) 

And put it ttpon a pole."] As he had been directed in the 
foregoing verse. 

And it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any 
man.] Which was not present death, but made an inflam- 
mation, and such ulcers (as some conceive) as were in- 
curable. 

Wlien he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.] Though 
naturalists say, the sight of brass was hurtful to those who 
were bitten, yet hence they received their cure: as the 
sight of Christ crucified naturally filled his crucificrs only 
with anguish, when they beheld him whom they had pierced, 
and were convinced he was their Messiah ; but by the 
grace of God, became their only salvation through faith 
in him. 

The Hebrews cannot but acknowledge a mystery in this 
brazen serpent, as Moses Gerundensis calls it; which our 
Lord Christ himself hath explained in his discourse with 
Nicodcmus: (John iii. 14.) u As Moses lifted 'up the ser- 
pent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 
lifted up ; that whosoever belicveth in him should not 
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perish," &c. Where he doth not compare himself to the 
brazen serpent (for what likeness can there be found be- 
tween the serpent and the Seed of the woman; or how 
should light be foreshadowed by darkness ? as Dr. Jackson 
speaks), but he compares the lifting up of this serpent on 
the pole, with his lifting up, or crucifixion on the cross ; for 
so he himself expresses his death, and the manner of it, 
(John xii. 32.) " And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto me." And their looking on the ser- 
pent in the wilderness, as evidently represented men's be- 
lieving on Christ ; and their cure, the powerful virtue of 
Christ's death to preserve all those that believe on him 
from perishing (as he speaks in the place named before), 
and procure for them everlasting life. For by his death, 
our Saviour " destroyed him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil," (as the apostle's words are, Heb. ii.14.) 
which was notably represented in this brazen serpent put 
upon a pole ; which wasnot a figure of Christ, but of the old 
serpent himself (the devil), as wounded, bruised, and dead, 
by the lifting up of Christ upon the cross ; where he en- 
tirely disarmed him of all his power to hurt us. 

I cannot tell whence Justin Martyr concluded this bra- 
zen serpent to have been made in the form of a cross, as 
he saith it was in his Second Apology; unless we conceive 
it to have been made with wings at the bottom of its neck, 
which might give it that figure. But his observation in his 
book against Trypho (p. 322. 338.) seems very consider- 
able; that there must be some mystery in it, that God, who 
forbade all manner of images, should now command one 
to be made: of which, he saith, one of the Jews confessed 
he could never hear a reason from their doctors ; who can- 
not understand it, till they believe in Christ and him cruci- 
fied; whose victory over the devil, by his cross and pas- 
sion, was herein most lively represented. I shall only add, 
that this lifting tip the brazen serpent, was a thing so public 
and so well known to all neighbouring nations, that the 
fame of it, in all likelihood, went into India; where they 
still set up an idol in form of a writhed serpent, upon a 
perch six or seven feet high, which they solemnly worship ; 
and carrying it along with them in their travels, set it up 
every morning for the company to pay their adorations to 
it. So Taverneir relates in his travels to that country, p. 28. 
And see the present Lord Archbishop of Canterbury's 
excellent treatise of Idolatry, p. 351, &c. with Huetius's 
Demonstr. Evang. p. 96. and his Quaestiones Alnetanae, 
(cap. 12. n. 25.) where he shews the talismans, in all like- 
lihood, were an imitation of this serpent: of which the 
Jews were so fond, that they burnt incense to it in the days 
of Hezekiah, and had done so we know not how long, 
(see 2 Kings xviii. 4.) Which may make it the less won- 
der, that the poor Indians should worship a serpent upon 
a pole, when they that should have understood better 
committed such a foul idolatry, as to do Divine honour 
to the figure of the greatest enemy of God and of man- 
kind. 

Ver. 10. And the children of Israel set forward.'] After 
they had been at two other places; which Moses now 
omits for brevity's sake, because he intended hereafter to 
give an exact account of all their removals at one view; 
which he doth in the thirty-third chapter of this book : (see 
ver. 41, 42.) 

And pitched in Oboth.] Where, it is probable, they found 



water; of the want of which they complained: (see chap. 
xx. 2.) 

Ver. 11. And they journeyed from Oboth, and pitched in 
Jie-Abarim.] Not that Mount Abarim where Moses died, 
(chap, xxvii. 12.) but another place in the confines of 
Moab, as it here follows : (see what I have observed, chap. 
xx. 2.) 

In the wilderness which is before Moab.] Called the wil- 
derness of Moab, Deut. ii. 8. 

Towards the sun-rising.] On the east part of it, as Jeph- 
thah observes, a great many years after this, that they came 
by the east side of the land of Moab, (Judges xi. 18.) 

Ver. 12. And from thence they removed.] As they were 
about to remove from this last place, they received a com- 
mand from God not to meddle with the country of Moab, 
(Deut. ii. 9.) wliich is the reason (as Abarbinel observes) 
that Moses here sets down briefly, whence and whither they 
went, and where they pitched; that it might appear they 
did not transgress that command. 

And pitched in the valley ofZared.] Or, as some trans- 
late it, in Nachal-Zared; which is called Dibon-Gad, chap. 
xxxiii.45. For this place had two names (as the same 
author observes), and it was just eight-and-thirty years 
since the spies went up to survey the country, from Kadesh- 
barnea till their passing this brook, as we translate it, 
Deut. ii. 14. But I take Dibon-Gad rather to have been 
a place which lay upon the brook Zered. 

Ver. 13. And from thence they removed, and pitched on 
the other side ofArnon.] The Hebrew word meheber may 
be translated on this side, or on the other side. And some 
think they were now on this side of the river, and not yet 
gone over it. Nor did they immediately come hither from 
their former station; but first to Almon-Diblathaim, (chap, 
xxxiii. 46.) which is also called Beth-Diblathaim in the 
wilderness of Moab, Jerem. xlviii. 22. and Diblah, Ezek. 
vi. 13. And then, passing by Ar, in the confines of Moab, 
and approaching to the country of the children of Ammoh, 
God commanded them not to invade the Ammonites, being 
descendants from Lot, as well as the Moabites, (Deut. ii. 
18, 19. 37.) but to pass over the river Arnon, (Deut. ii. 24.) 
to that side of it which belonged to the Amorites. For this 
river, at that time, divided the Moabites from the Amorites, 
as it here follows. 

Which is in the wilderness, that cometh out of the coasts 
of the Amorites.] Huns by the wilderness of Kedemoth, 
unto which the Amorites extended their dominion, (Deut. 
ii. 20.) 

For Arnon is the border of Moab, between Moab and the 
Amorites.] This river flowed from the mountains of Arabia, 
where it had its rise, and fell into the Dead Sea, (as Jose- 
phus saith, lib. iv. Antiq.) opiZwv rtjv rt Mwaj3tVj)v teat 'A^o- 
pinv, bounding the country of the Moabites, and of the 
Amorites; the country of Moab lying on one side of it; and 
that of the Amorites on the other. For though the Moab- 
ites formerly possessed the country on both sides ofArnon, 
as far as Heshbon, yet the Amorites had driven them out 
of that part of it which lay next to them ; and made the river 
the boundary of their two kingdoms, (ver. 26, 27.) This 
Moses recites the more exactly, that it might appear tho 
Israelites invaded none of the Moabites* possessions, but 
what was now possessed by the Amorites : by which Jeph- 
thah defended the right of the children of Israel, in future 
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times, against the Ammonites, who pretended this country 
belonged to them, (Judges xi. 13 — 15, &c.) 

Ver. 14. Wherefore it is said in the book of the tears of 
the Lord.] A proof of this Moses thought good to allege 
out of an authentic record in those countries, containing 
the history of- all the wars that had been in those parts; 
which are here called the wars of the Lord, because ho is 
the great Governor of the world (as Abarbinel interprets it), 
from whom and by whom are all things, who pntteth down 
one, and setteth up another (as the Psalmist speaks) at his 
good pleasure. This book, he thinks, was written by some 
of the wise men of thoso nations (and so thinks Nachma- 
nides), who, looking upon this conquest made by Sihon 
as a very memorable tiling, put it down in their Annals ; 
which, after the way of those countries, were written, he 
thinks, in a poetical manner. There are those who are of 
opinion, that this book was written by Moses himself; who 
left in it directions to Joshua how to proceed in the wars of 
the Lord, when he conquered Canaan. So Dr. Lightfoot 
conjectures; and Bonfrerius doth not much differ from him. 
But I take the former account to be the more probable, that 
Moses justifies what he writes concerning this conquest 
out of their own books ; which he quotes just as St. Paul, 
in the New Testament, doth one of the Greek poets. 

What he did in the Red Sea.] These are the words of the 
book, out of which he quotes a small fragment: and the 
marginal translation of them is most proper, Vaheb in Su- 
pheh, only the word eth is omitted; which makes the sense 
to be this, against Vaheb in Supheh; that is, he came (some 
such word must be understood) against Vaheb (a king of 
the Moabites), and overthrew him in Supheh, a place in the 
frontiers of Moab. (See Deut. i. 1.) Others understand by 
Vaheb the place where Sihon gave the Moabites this blow ; 
which he did by falling upon them on a sudden, with a ter- 
rible fury. So Nachmanides understands these words 6c- 
suphah; he stormed the city, and made a furious assault, 
when they thought not of it: for Supheh signifies a ivhirl- 
wind, or stormy tempest, (Isai. v. 2S.) 
. And in the brooks of Anion J] The same Nachmanides 
takes the word veeth, which we translate and in> to signify 
rather and with; and. these, being still the words of the 
bookbeforementioned, the sense is this: In the same man- 
ner he smote the brooks or torrents of Arnon ; upon which 
he fell like a tempest, and carried all before him. 

Ver. 15. And at the streams of the brooks.] None, I 
think, hath given a better account of these words than the 
same Nachman, who by esched hannechalim (which we' 
translate the* streams of the brooks), understands either a 
cliff from whence the torrents flowed (as Aschdod and 
Happisgah, Deut iii. 17. arc the hills from whence the 
springs gushed), or the valley through which the torrents 
ran; where they made a great broad water, which is here 
called an effusion of torrents, as R. Levi ben Gersom in- 
terprets the Hebrew words, esched hannechalim. 

That goeth down to the dwelling of Ar.] Which extends 
itself as far as Ar, a city of Moab, (ver. 28.) R. Levi ben 
Gersom takes the word Schebet (which we translate dwell- 
ing) to signify a place as well as Ar, towards which these 
torrents bent their course. , 

And lieth upon the borders of Moab.] Which leancth or 
belongeth unto Moab, being in the border of that country. 

Thus far are the words of the book of the wars of the 



Lord : and (lie meaning of them is; that the king of the 
Arriorites took all these places by a sudden, furious inva- 
sion ; which Moses therefore punctually recites, to shew 
that the country of the Moabites now reached no further 
than Anion: all the brooks, or torrents, and all the effu- 
sions of water as far as Arnon (i. e. all the country about* 
them), being taken from them by the Amorites, in whose 
possession it now was, and, perhaps, had been a long 
time. And therefore the Israelites took nothing from the 
Moabites when they conquered this country (as was said 
before), nor from the Ammonites neither; part of whose 
country the Amorites also had got from them, (Deut. iii. 
11.) and the Israelites took from the Amorites, when they . 
conquered Sihon and Og;.and it fell to the share of the 
Gadites, (Josh. xiii. 25.) 

Ver. Ifju And from thence they went to Beer.] A place 
which took its name from the pit, or well, which was here 
digged by God's order, as the next words tell us. 

That is the well whereof the Lord spake unto Moses.]- 
That is, saith Abarbinel, that place was remarkable for 
the well that God gave us, of his own accord, without.our 
petition ; which he prevented by bidding Moses dig it 
for us. 

Gather the people togetJier, and I will give them water.] 
Which they now again wanted, being removed from the 
river Arnon; but did not murmur about it, as they had 
done formerly: and therefore God most graciously, when 
he saw their distress, provided it for them. 

Ver. 17. Then Israel sang this song.] This extraordinary 
kindness of God, which prevented their prayers, and gave 
them water out of his own good pleasure alone (as Abar- 
binel speaks), transported them with such joy, that it made 
them express their thankfulness in this song. 

Spring up, O well.] As soon as they saw Moses and 
the princes thrust their staves into the earth, and the water 
began to bubble up, they said, with a loud voice, Come up, 
O well; that is, let waters flow abundantly to satisfy uS all. 

Sing ye unto it.] Or, as it is in the margin, answer unto 
it. " The manner of the Hebrews was anciently to sing their 
songs of praise alternately, as appears from Exod. xv. 20. 
And so one company having, said, Spring up, O well (which 
it is likely they repeated often), they called to the rest to 
answer to them; w T hich they did, I suppose, in the follow- 
ing words. 

Ver. 18. The princes.] i. e. The seventy elders, and heads 
of the tribes. 

Digged the well.] Very easily, only turning up the earth 
with their staves. 
" The nobles of the people digged it.] The other side of the 
choir, perhaps, took up the song again^ repeating the sense 
of what the former company had said. 

By the direction of the lawgiver.] Or, together with the 
lawgiver, who began the w r ork, and whose example they 
followed. 

JWth their staves.] With no more labour but only thrust- 
ing their staves into the ground and turning up the earth. 
For, as R. Levi ben Gersom takes it, the ground here being 
sandy and very soft, was easily penetrated, though they 
were not likely to find water in it. But they believing 
Moses, and following his direction, God sent itcopiously 
unto them ; and with no more pains than a scribe takes 
when he writes with his. pen. For so he translates the 
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Jlebrew word mechokek, (which we render lawgiver) a 
scribe /or doctor of the law. 

And front the wilderness.} Mentioned ver. 13. 

• They tuent to Mattanah.] This and the place following 
arc otherwise named in the thirty-third chapter, as the fore- 
named ben Gersom understands it. But others think these 
were no stations (which alone Moses gives an account of 
in the thirty-third chapter), where the Israelites pitched 
their tents, but places through which they passed, till they 
came to the station from whence they sent to Sihon for 
leave tp pass through his country. 

Ver. 19. And from Mattanah to Nahael, &c] This, as 
well as the place next mentioned in this verse, seems to 
.have been on the borders of Moab. 

Ver. 20. And from Bamoth in the valley.] Rather/rom 
Bamoth (which signifies a very high place) to the valley. 
Or, as it may be translated, from Bamotha valley (that is, 
there is a valley) in the field of Moab, &c. unto which they 
came next; for some such thing must be. understood. 

That is in the country of Moab.'] Or near to it. 

To the top of Pisgah.] Or, to the beginning (as the He- 
brew word rosch may be interpreted) of the high Mount 
Fisgah; that is, they pitched at the foot of it, where the 
mountain began : which mountain was a part of the moun- 
tains of Abarim, as appears from Deut. xxxii. 49. xxxiv. 1. 

Which looks towards Jeshimon.] Or, towards the wilder- 
*nes$. For so R. Levi ben Gersom interprets it; to a land 
that was shemumah, untitled and desolate, viz. to the wil- 
derness of Kedemoth: where they pitched and settled their 
Wmp; and from thence sent messengers to Sihon. 

Ver, 21. And Israel sent messengers to Sihon king of the 
Amorites.] These messengers were sent from the wilder : 
ness of Kedemoth, which was in the skirts of his country, 
(Deut. ii. 26.) or lay just upon it: for there was a city of 
,this name in that country, which was given to Reuben, in 
the division of the land, (Josh. xiii. 18.) 

, Ver. 22. Let me pass through thy land/] They do not 
seem to desire a passage through the midst of his country, 
but only the extreme parts of it; which would have short- 
ened their journey to the fords of Jordan. 

We tvill not turn into the fields, or into the vineyards; 
we will not drink of the waters of the tvell, &c] Tnis is the 
,very same civil message which they sent to Edom, (chap. 
•xx.'17.) By whose example they pressed Sihon toga-ant 
them, at least,, as much as the Edomites and Moabites had 
done: (see Deut. ii.28, 29.) 

Ver. 23. And Sihon would not suffer Israel to pass 
through his borders.] This shews that they asked only to 
pass through the skirts of his country: (see Deut.ii. 30.) 

• But Sihon gathered alt his people together.] He not only 
-refused to grant their request; but came in a hostile man- 
ner, with all the forces he could raise, to oppose their pas- 
'sagfc over Arnon. • 

And tveut out against Israel into the wilderness.] From 
whence they sent their friendly message to him, ver. 21. 
which Moses, in Deut. ii. 26. calls, words of peace. 

And he came to Jahaz.] A city, it is probable, belonging 
to the Moabites; whither the Israelites, perhaps, retreated, 
,when Sihon denied them a passage through his country. 
For Isaiah plainly mentions Jahaz, as a place either in the 
country of Moab, or near it, (chap. xv. 4.) and Jeremiah, 
also; calling it Jahazab, (chap, xlviii. 21.) 
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And. fought against Israel.] Who had orders from God, 
not to decline the battle (as they did with the Edomites and 
the Moabites), and were assured of victory, (Deut. ii. 31.) 
For they were Amorites, whose country God promised to 
Abraham, (Gen. xy. 21.) being part of the Canaanites, 
whom they were commanded to destroy; for they were 
descended from one of the sons of Canaan: (Gen. x. 16.) 
which made this war with them to have a just ground ; not 
because they denied the Israelites a passage through their 
country, against the right of nations, as Grotius thinks 
(which was but the occasion, not the ground of the war), 
but because they were one of the seven nations condemned 
by God to destruction, (whose land he bestowed upon the 
Israelites, Josh. iii. 10.) and because Sihon came out armed 
against them, beyond the bounds of his own dominions ; 
and fell upon them, when they had given him no provo- 
cation:. 

Ver. 24. And Israel smote him with the edge of the sword.] 
Utterly overthrew his army; and, putting them all to the 
sword, made themselves masters of his country. . 

And possessed his land.] For they destroyed all the in- 
habitants, men, women, and children, (Deut. ii. 33, 34.) 

From Arnon ttnto Jabbok, even unto the children of Am- 
nion.] This is a brief description of the extent of Sihon's 
country; which reached from the river Arnon, the bound 
of the Moabites* country on the south, (chap. xxii. 36.) 
unto Jabbok, which was the bound of the Ammonites* 
country on the north, (Deut. iii. 16. Josh. xii. 2. xiii. 10.) 
But they meddled with no place that lay upon the river Jab- 
bok, which belonged to the Ammonites; for that God had 
forbidden, (Deut. ii. 37.) By which Jeptithah (as I ob- 
served), two hundred and sixty years after this, justified 
the title of the Israelites to all the country here mentioned ; 
which they took not from the Ammonites, or Moabites, but 
from the Amorites,. who were the owners of it when they 
conquered it, (Judges xi..l3. 15.22,23.) For Sihon had got 
half of their country, as well as part of the country of Moab, 
as appears from Deut. iii. ll^and from Josh. xiii. 25. 
where it is plain, Joshua gave the Gadites half of the coun- 
try of the children of Amnion, which was now taken from 
the' Amorites, who had dispossessed them. Josephus de- 
scribes it as lying between three rivers, like an island : for 
the banks of Arnon were the bounds of this region on the 
south side; and Jabbok on the north, which running info 
Jordan lost its name; and the western tract of it was 
washed by Jordan itself: and on the east part it was sur- 
rounded with the mountains of Arabia. 

For the border of the children of Amnion was strong.] 
This is not mentioned here as a reason why the Israelites 
did not set upon their country, (for they were expressly 
forbidden to do it, Deut. ii. 19.) but why Sihon "conquered ' 
none of the Ammonites' country beyond Jabbok (as he did 
allfrom Arnon thither)* because their frontiers on. that side 
of the country were very strong, by the fortifications, which 
it is likely they had made upon the river. 

Ver. 25. And Israel took all these cities.] All the cities 
of that country which lay between Arnon and Jabbok : 
some of which are named, ver. 30. . 

And Israel dwelt in all the cities of the Amorites.] Hav- 
ing destroyed the former inhabitants, as I noted before, 
Deut. ii. 34. 

In Heshbon.] Even in their royal city. 
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And in all the villages thereof.] In Hebrew the daughters ; 
as villages and castles are called, which depend upon the 
metropolis, as daughters on their mother. 

Vcr. 26. For Heshbon was the city of Sihon the king of 
the Amorites.] He had made this the seat of his kingdom, 
after his conquest of this country: which Moses observes 
(together with what follows), that it might appear to pos- 
terity, they invaded no part of the Moabites' territories, or 
of the Ammonites', but what was in the quiet possession of 
the Amoritcs, who had taken this country from them, and, 
perhaps, in a just war, and long enjoyed it. 

Who had fought against the former king ofMoab, &c] 
It is not certain that this Sihon, whom the Israelites now 
vanquished, had dispossessed the Moabites of this country; 
but more likely some of his ancestors, who were all called 
by the name of Sihon (as the kings of Palestine were all 
called Abimclcch, Gen. xx. 2. xxvi. 1. and the kings of 
Egypt called Pharaoh), who had fought not with the pre- 
sent king of Moab, but with one of his predecessors, and 
conquered him and his country. 

The former king of Moab.] These words are not to be 
understood as if he fought with: the king of Moab who 
immediately reigned before Balak, but, as I said, with 
some of his predecessors. So the LXX. to trportpov, that 
Jteretofore was king of Moab : and in the Hebrew the words 
are literally, the king of Moab, the first; perhaps of the 
present race. 

Ver. 27- Wherefore they that speak in proverbs ♦] In the 
Hebrew the words are, wherefore the proverbialists ; that 
is, the poets, whose composures, in those days, were very 
sententious. 

Say.]- Have this song in their mouths: which seems to 
have been composed by some of the Amorites, upon the 
victory which Sihon got over the Moabites ; particularly 
upon the taking of Heshbon, which, I suppose, he besieged 
immediately upon the routing of their army. This Moses 
thought good to insert in his history, as an evidence that 
this country belonged to the Amorites when the Israelites 
subdued it. Thus he quotes a common saying about 
Nimrod, to justify what he writes of his greatness: (see 
Gen. x.9.) 

Come into Heshbon.'] The words either of Sihon calling 
to his people, or of the Amorites exhorting one another -to 
go to Heshbon, and help to repair the ruins that had been 
in it by the war, that it might become the royal city of their 
country. For that is the meaning of the following words. 

Let the city of Sihon be built and prepared.] Let that 
place which Sihon hath chose for his seat bo built Up again, 
and made fit for his reception. 

Vcr. 28. For thereis afire gone out of Heshbon.] Now the 
poet rises into a rapture, and prophesies the conquest of 
the whole country by the army of Sihon marching out of 
Heshbon. Forin the prophetical language, the desolations 
made by war are compared to fire and to the flames, which 
consume all they come near, (Amos i. 7. 10. 12. 14. ii. 2. 5.) 

A flame from the city of Sihon.] This is but a repetition 
(as the manner is) of what was now said in other words ; 
expressing the certainty of this presage. 

It hath consumed Ar of Moab ^ He speaks as if he already 
saw the thing done which he foretold, though it never came 
to pass. For they did not conquer Ar, which remained in 
the possession of Moab in Moses's time, as appears from 



Deut. ii. 9. 18. 29. But, in his poetical heat (or fury, as 
they speak), he exults, as if they had actually taken the 
capital city of Moab. For so Ar was; and afterward 
called Itabbath, and Rabbath-moba, i. e. the great city of 
Moab, to distinguish it from Ilabbath-Ammon, i.e. the great 
city of the Ammonites. For so we find in Stephanus (dc 
Urbibus), !Pa/3/3a0/iw/ia (it should be f Pa/3/3a0/ia>/3a, as Bo- 
chartus hath truly corrected it, in his preface to his Phaleg.) 
which he calls IIoA<c Tptri) Ua\aitrr(v7}g Vj vvv *Apz6Tro\tQ m 
For Ar, as I said, was the old name of it, (Deut. ii. 29. 
Isa. xvi. 1.) from whence came the name of 'AptoTroXtg, 
which it retained in later ages. 

And the lords of the high places ofArnon.] The masters 
or owners (as the word baale may be translated) of the 
high places, &c. t. e. those that dwell in the strongest forts 
of the country: or, as some fancy, the priests of the places 
arc here meant; or, rather their temple where Baal was 
worshipped. For we find a place in this country called 
Bamoth-Baal, (Josh. xiii. 17.) the high places of Baal. 
And it is evident, this poet triumphs in this 'Ettivikiov over 
their gods and their religion, as well as over them. 

Ver. 29. Woe unto thee, Moab!] He goes on to foretell 
the calamity of the whole country. 

Thou art undone, O people of Chemosh!] So he calls the 
Moabites, who served (as the Chaldee translates it) or 
worshipped Chemosh as their god : for so we read he was, 
Jerem. xlviii. 7. 13. 1 Kings xi. 7. Judges xi. 24. which 
St. Jerome thinks differs from Baal-Peor only in name. 
(See Vossius de Orig. et Progr. Idolol. lib. ii. cap. 8.) 
Some take Chemosh to be Saturn; particularly Scharasta- 
nius: the manner of whose worship sco in Dr. Pocock's ex- 
cellent annotations in Specim. Hist. Arab. p. 316, I shall 
only add, that as the Moabites arc called the people of Che- 
mosh, because they worshipped him as their god, so the 
Israelites are called the people of the Lord and the people 
i of God, because they worshipped the Lord alone. (Judges 
v. 11. 1 Sam. xiv. 13.) For in the days of paganism, as 
Mr. Mede observes, every country, nay, every city, had 
its proper and peculiar gods, which were deemed as its 
guardians and protectors: from whence the nations them- 
selves are expressed by the name of their gods. That is 
evident from this place ; but it is not so plain, that when 
God threatens to deliver up Israel to serve other gods, he 
means giving them up into the bands of the people of 
strange countries ; which he takes to be intended in Deut. 
iv. 28. xxviii. 64. Jerem. xvi. 16, &c. (Sec book iv. p. 977.) 
And so he thinks the words of David may be expounded, 
(1 Sam. xxvi. 19.) " They have driven me out this day 
from abiding in the inheritance of the Lord, saying, Go 
serve other gods ;" i. e. banished me into the country of 
idolaters. See book iii. p. 823. where this is more largely 
explained. 

He hath given his sons that escaped, and his daughters, 
into captivity, mito Sihon king of the Amorites.] This is a 
manifest triumph over their god Chemosh, who was not 
able to save his worshippers (whom he calls his sons and his 
daughters, i. e. his children) who were under his protection. 
No, he could not so much as preserve those that escaped 
the fury of the sword, but they were afterward taken cap- 
tive, to make up part of the triumph of Sihon king of the 
Amorites. 

Ver. 30. We have shot at them ; Heshbon is perished even 
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unto Dibon.] The Hebrew words vanniram abaci Heshton 
ath Dibon, may as well, if not better, be translated, their 
light is perished (or taken way) from Heshbon unto Dibon, 
So Forsterus in his Lexicon, and the Tigurin version, and 
others. That is, their glory is gone from: one end of the 
country to the other: for Heshbon and Dibon were two 
famous places in this territory, (Josh. xiii. 17.) And some 
think this is the place called Dibon-Gad, chap, xxxiii. 45. 
which was the more noted, because there Nebo, one of 
their gods, was worshipped: for in Isaiah xy. 2. Dibon is 
mentioned as one of their high places; and there Nebo is 
lamented, i\ e. their god which was there worshipped; 
whence Hesyehius saith, Aajj3wv (which, no, doubt, is this 
Dibon) tottoc tvOa e'Spurat hpbv Moaj3tTwv, a place where the 
Moabites had a temple. (See Selden de Diis Syris, Syn- 
tagm. 2. cap. 12.) 

t We have laid them waste even unto Nophah.] Another 
place in that country, as appears by the words following. 

Which reacheth Unto Medeba.] That is, the territories of 
Nophah extended as far as Medeba, which was certainly 
a place in the country of Moab, (Isaiah xv. 2.) But the 
word reacheth is not in the Hebrew; and the words with- 
out it may be thus truly translated, and as far as Medeba. 
For so the Hebrew particle ascher is sometimes used, to sig- 
nify simply and, as Eccles. vi. 12. ascher mi, and who can 
tell, &c. so here ascher ad, and unto, &e. 

And here I think fit to note, that it is likely these verses 
were some part of the history of those countries : for a 
poetical way of writing was in use before prose, as Strabo 
tells us, lib. i. Geograph. p. 18. where he saith, 6 TnZ,hg 
Xoyoc 3 yz Kare<TKeva<rfx(vog nlfxrifxa rov Trotv\TtKOv. Updriara 
yap V notnrtKrj, &c. All set or artificial speech (whether 
•historical or rhetorical) was but an imitation of poetical 
compositions, the ancients knowing no other: Cadmus, 
and Pherecydes,and Heeataeus, being the first who brought 
in this form of writing now in use. (See Salmasius in So- 
linum, p. 841. and Cuperus in his Apotheosis Homeri, 
p. 55.) However, this is certain, that they who would in- 
struct the people put their lessons into verse, as Strabo 
there shews; where he says, p. 15. 01 UaXaidl $tkoao$iav 
rtva Xlyovat irptlrrriv rrjv TronrrtKrjv tlvayovaav, &C the ancients 
call poetry the first philosophy, forming our lives from ten-_ 
der years, teaching good manners, governing the passions 
and actions xvith pleasure : for which cause the Greeks in- 
stituted their children in their cities by poetry, Ov i/o/xayw- 
yiag %^9 LV ^WovOzv ^tXrjc oXAd auxppovKjfxov, not merely for 
the sake of bare delectation, but to form them to sobriety. 

Ver. 31. Thus Israel dwelt in the land of the Amorites.] 
This he mentions again to make it the more observed, that 
this was the country of the Amorites, into which the chil- 
dren of Israel entered, not of the Moabites, who had been 
expelled out of it, as was notoriously known, there being a 
song in every body's mouth which continued the memory, 
of it. 

.Ver. 32. And Moses sent to spy out Jaazer.] Another 
city formerly belonging to Moab, but now in the possession 
of the Amorites, which the Israelites did not take at the 
first; but after they had conquered all the country before- 
i mentioned, they sent some men to bring them intelligence, 
which way it was best to attack that city, also, and the 
country about it. It was not far from Mount Gilead, 
(2 Sam. xxiv. 5,G. 1 Chron. xxvi. 31.) and both of them were 
vol. i. 
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famous for good pasture, and therefore given to the tribes of . 
Reuben and Gad,; who had much cattle,- (chap, xxxii. of 
this book, 1. 3, 4. 35, 3G.) After the ten tribes were car r 
ried captive from their own land, it fell into the hands of the 
Moabites again, as may, be gathered from Jer. xlviii. 32. 

And they took the villages thereof] As well as the city 
itself. , , - 

And drove out the Amorites that dwelt there.] If it had 
not been possessed by them they would not have meddled 
with it. , ' -* t t 

. t Ver.33. And they turned.] Or returned (as the LXX. 
have it) from Jaazer. 

And went np by the way ofBashan.] A famous mountain 
(Psalm lxviii. 15.) lying more northerly than the country 
of Sihon, and belonging also to the Amorites, where was 
very rich pasture, and an excellent breed of cattle, (Deut. 
xxxii. 14. Psalm xxii. 12.) and stately oaks, (Ezek. xxvii.'G.) 
. And Og the king ofBashan.] The whole country of which 
he was king had its name from that mountain, and was : 
-called the kingdom of Og-in Bashan, Deut. iii! 10. where 
he is said, as well as Sihon, to be a king of the Amorites,* 
(ver. 8.) and (ver. 11.) that, he was of the remnant, of the 
giants, or of the Eephaim, who were a mighty people in 
that country ofBashan, (see Gen. xiv. 5.) which- in after- 
ages was called Batanaea. 
• Went out against them.] To oppose their passage. 

He and all his people.] With all the men of war in his 
country. . ♦ <-, 

s To the battle at Edrei.] A city near that country, after- 
.ward called Adafa,as St. Jerome tells us in his book De 
Locis Hebraicis. He offered the Israelites battle, which, 
by God's order, they accepted. 

Ver. 34. And the Lord said unto Moses.] That he might 
report it to the people. 

Fear hint not.] They had reason to be courageous (and 
not affrighted, because he was a giant), having lately over- 
come a mightier king than he, of which God puts them in 
mind in the. end of this verse. , , >,,,/[ 

For I have delivered him into thy hand, and all his peo- 
ple, &c] For their greater encouragement he adds his pro- 
mise, on which he bids them rely, as if they saw it already 
done, that he would give them the victory over Og and all 
his forces, and bestow upon them his country. This his- 
-tory Moses reports more at large, Deut, iii. 1 — 3, &c. 

Ver. 35. * So they smote him, and his sons, and all his peo- 
ple, until there teas none, left him alive.] After they had over- 
thrown him and his army, they pursued the victory till they 
had destroyed all the people of the country; some part of 
which held out longer than the rest, (as appears from chap, 
xxxii. 39, &c.) but at length was wholly subdued by Jair, 
the son of Manasseh, who had all the region of Argob given 
him for his pains, (chap, xxxii. 41. Deut. iii. 14.) „ \ 

And they possessed his land.] Wherein were sixty walled 
cities, besides a great many small towns, (Deut. iii. 4, 5. 
Josh. xiii. 30.) All which was given to' the half tribe of 
Manasseh, (Deut. iii. 13. Josh. xiii. 29, 30. 1 Kings iv. 13.) 
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Ver. 1. JjiND the children of Israel set forward.] In 
what month of the fortieth year this which follows fell out 
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Ave cannot tell, but it is likely in the seventh; when they 
removed from the mountains of Abarim, (chap. xxi. 20. 
xxxiii. 48.) 

And pitched in the plains of Moab.] Which had formerly 
belonged to the Moabites, from whom it took its name: 
but had been taken from thcra by the Amoritcs ; and now 
was in the possession of tho Israelites. 

On this side Jordan.] Unto which river this plain ex- 
tended: and they pitched near to it, from Bcth-Jcsimoth 
unto Abel-Shittim, (chap, xxxiii. 49.) where they stayed, 
till under the conduct of Joshua they came to Jordan, 
and passed over it, (Josh. iii. 1.) 

By Jericho.] Rather against Jericho, as the LXX. trans- 
late it: for Jericho was on the other side of Jordan, di- 
rectly opposite to the place where they now pitched. And 
therefore the Vulgar Latin translates, or rather paraphrases 
it, where Jericho is situated beyond Jordan : i. e. passing the 
ford, they came directly to Jericho. 

Vcr. 2. And Balak the son ofZippor.] Who was king of 
the Moabites at this time; and descended, it is likely, from 
the ancient kings of that country, (chap. xxi. 26.) 

Saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites.] To Sihon 
and Og, the two kings of the Amorites, (as they arc called, 
Deut. iii. 8.) who were such near neighbours to Balak, that 
he not ouly saw, but considered (as the word implies) what 
a speedy conquest the Israelites had made of their country. 

Vcr. 3. And Moab was sore afraid of the people.] Lest 
they should expel them out of their country, as they had 
done the Amorites: for they knew nothing of God's com- 
mand to the Israelites, not to disturb them in their posses- 
sions. Some imagine, but I see no good ground for it, that 
they were afraid the Israelites should get possession of the 
*land of Canaan, unto which they thought themselves per- 
haps to have abetter title; being descended from the eldest 
daughter of Lot, who was the son of Abraham's elder bro- 
ther; for Abraham was the youngest son of Terah. But 
'nobody can sec any right that this descent gave Lot or his 
children; there being no promise made of it by God to any 
person, but Abraham and his posterity. 

Because they were many.] Too strong for the Moabites 
to deal withal; having conquered those who had been too 
hard for them, and taken a great territory from them, (chap. 
xxi. 26.) 

And Moab ivas distressed because of the children of Israel.'} 
As Moses in his song, after they had passed the Red Sea, 
foretold they would be, (Exod. xv. 15.) 

Ver. 4. And Moab said.] By messengers, which were 
sent (it is most likely) by the king and the princes of the 
country. 

Unto the elders of Mc/ia«.] AV 'ho were their neighbours 
and confederates. The title of elders, it appears by this, 
was given in other nations, as well as among the Israelites, 
to the greatest persons in their countries ; or the Israelites, 
after their manner, so called men every where, who were 
in high authority. For these persons who are here called 
elders, are called kings, chap.xxxi.8. and princes, Josh, 
xiii. 21. In like manner they, who in the seventh verse of 
tlits chapter are called the elders of Moab, are in the next 
verse called the princes of Moab. Which, it is evident, 
w r as the ancient languago among the Egyptians (Gen. 
1. 7. unless we suppose Moses, as I said, to have spoken 
'in the language of the Jews), and, it is very likely, w r as also 



the ancient languago of Phoenicia, and the countries there- 
abouts; and perhaps in much remoter parts. For it is a 
known story, that when the Phoenicians fled before Joshua, 
and forsook the land of Canaan, they fixed in Afric ; where 
they left this name of elders among the Carthaginians. 
(See Mr. Selden, lib. i. dc Synedr. cap. 14. p. 587, &c.) 

Midian.] This is not the country wherein Jcthro was a 
prince ; for that was not far from Mount Sinai, as appears 
from Exod. iii. 1. whereas this was remote from that place, 
adjoining to the Moabites, and near to Palestine: though 
it is very probable the people of both these countries were, 
descended from Abraham, by one of the sons he had by 
Keturah, (Gen. xxv. 2.) 

Koto shall this company.] The army of Israel encamped 
in the plains of Moab, (vcr. 1.) 

Lick up all round about us.] i. e. Devour us and all our 
neighbours (or our w T hole country), unless we join together 
to oppose them. 

As the ox licketh up the grass of the field.] They use this 
metaphor, to signify how easily the Israelites would con- 
quer thcra, without a timely, resolute, and unanimous op- 
position; and likewise w r hat an universal desolation they 
would.make. For the words are in the Hebrew, the great 
of the field, i. e. not only the grass, but the leaves of trees, 
which oxen eat, as Bochartus observes out of the Scripture, 
as well as other authors, (Isa. xxvii. 20.) And to lick up is 
not lightly to touch with their tongue, but to cat and con- 
sume. (See Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 31.) 

And Balak the so?i of Zippor was king of the Moabites 
at that time.] He was mentioned before, ver. 8. but here 
recorded to have been king of the country; who endea- 
voured to secure himself, by the assistance of his neigh- 
bours and allies; unto whom he sent this embassy, to ad- 
vise with them what course it was best for them to take for 
their common safety. 

Ver. 5. He sent messengers therefore.] The result of the 
treaty with Midian was, that with joint consent they should 
send ambassadors, of each nation, and of the same qua- 
lity, on the folloAving message, ver. 7, And Jhis counsel, 
it is likely, was given by the Midianites; for Balak saith 
nothing of it by his messengers: but it was resolved on 
when they came there, as the most effectual means for their 
security. This, I think, the word therefore imports. 

Unto Balaam.] A famous soothsayer, or diviner, as he 
is called in Josh. xiii. 22. That is, one who pretended to 
foretell future things, and discover secrets, &c. though not 
by good and allowable arts, but such as were absolutely 
prohibited to God's people, (Deut. xviii. 10.) He had .been 
formerly a good man, and a true prophet, till, loving the 
ivages of unrighteousness, he apostatized from God, and be- 
came a kosem, which wc translate a dimner: that is (saith 
Aben Ezra) an astrologer; who, observing when men were 
under a bad aspect of the stars, pronounced a curse upon 
them; which sometimes coming to pass, gained him a 
great imputation. But this is not the import of that word, 
as 1 shall shew in its proper place. Let it suffice now to 
observe, that the Jews arc so much of this opinion, that he 
had been abetter man than he was now, that they take him, 
as St. Jerome observes, to be the same person who, in 
the book of Job, is called Elihu. But Origen and some 
others think he was no prophet, but only one of the devil's 
sorcerers, of whom he went to inquire; but God was 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. XXII.] 



UPON NUMBERS. 



395 



pleased to put the devil by, and give \that answer he 
thought fit: which Balaam himself plainly discerned, and 
therefore calls himself, " He who heard the words of God," 
&c. On which side the truth lies, we shall be able to 
judge, when wc come to consider what passed between 
God and him, in the following history. 

The son of Beor.] Who was also called Bosor, as some 
gather from 2 Pet. ii. 15. though that place may have an- 
other interpretation. 

To Pethor.] A sity in Aram, or Mesopotamia, (chap, 
xxiii. 7. Deut. xxiii. 4.) This was the ancient name of the 
place ; which in aftertimes the Syrians called Bosor, by an 
easy change of two letters, which is Yery usual. So Gro- 
tius understands those words, (2 Pet. ii. 15.) BaAaa/z rov 
Boabp, Balaam (not the son, but) of the city of Bosor. 

Which is by the river of the land of the children of his 
people.] i.e. Near to Euphrates; which is commonly in 
these books called by the name of the river, (Gen. xv. 18. 
and many other places.) This determines Aram (which was 
the name of several countries thereabouts) to signify that 
which is called in Scripture Aram Naharaim; that is, the 
Aram which lay between the two famous rivers of Eu- 
phrates and Tygris. The former of which was called, by 
way of eminence, the river (though the other also was emi- 
nent), because it was nearest and best known to the Israel- 
ites. And Ptolemy mentions a city called Pachoria in 
his time, upon this river, which some take to be Pethor. 
And it is very probable that Abraham, before he came 
into Canaan, lived hereabout, (Gen. xxiv. 4. 10. Josh. xxiv. 
2.) And here Jacob also served for his wife, and begat 
all the patriarchs, except Benjamin, (whence the Israelites 
acknowledged their father to have been a poor Aramite, or 
Syrian, as we translate it, Deut. xxvi. 5.) by which means 
some relics of true religion still remained in this country, 
though mixed with a great deal of superstition. 

To call him.'] To invite him to come to them. 

Saying, There is a people come out of Egypt.] Which ail 
the power of Pharaoh could not hinder. 

They cover the face of the earth.] Arc exceeding nu- 
merous. 

And they abide over against me.] Lie encamped not far 
from me, and arc ready to invade my country. 

Ver. 6. Come now therefore, I pray thee.] They were to 
speak in the name of the king of Moab, (whose words 
these arc said to be, ver. 7.) there being no king, perhaps, 
at this time in Midian, but several little princes, who are 
called kings, (chap. xxxi. 8.) 

And curse me this people.] It seems they had an opinion 
in those days, which prevailed much in aftertimes, that 
some men had a power, by the help of their gods, to blast 
not only particular persons, but whole armies ; so that they 
should not be able to effect their designs. This they are 
said to have done, sometimes only by bare words of im- 
precation; of which there was a set form among some peo- 
ple, which iEschines calls &optZofiivrjv clquv, the determinate 
curse. Sometimes they also offered sacrifices, and used 
certain rites and ceremonies, with solemn charms; a fa- 
mous instance of which we find in the life of Crassus ; 
where Plutarch tells us, that Attcius, tribune of the people, 
made a fire at the gate, out of which Crassus was to march 
unto the war against the Parthians: into which he threw 
certain things to make a fume, and offered sacrifices to the 
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most angry gods, with horrid imprecations upon .him; 
which, he saith, according to ancient tradition, had such a 
power, that no man, who was loaded, with them, could avoid 
being undone. 

For' they are too mighty for me.] I am not able to deal 
with them without thy help> 

Per adventure.] But I hope, &c> For the Hebrew word 
^lN is not a particle of doubting, but of hoping: " Non est 
particula dubitantis, sed bene ominantis et sperantis;" as 
Forsterus observes, (Isa. xxxvii. 4. Zephan. ii. 3.) 

/ shall prevail, that I may smite them, and that I may 
drive them out of the land.] I hope, by the conjunction of 
thy curses with my sword, I may be able to destroy them; 
or at least to drive them out of this country. 

For I wot that he whom thou blessest is blessed, and 
he whom thou cwsest is cursed.] The ancient prophets had 
such power with God to obtain great blessings from him, 
for others, as appears by the story of Abraham and Abi- 
melech,(Gen. xx.10.) and of Jacob, who blessed Pharaoh, 
(Gen. xlvii. 7.) and afterward all his own sons. And no 
doubt their imprecations were as powerful, when there was 
a just cause for them: according to what we read, 2 Kings 
ii. 24. And it is likely, while Balaam (who was a pro- 
phet, as appears by what follows, and is so called by St. 
Peter), continued a good man, he blessed and cursed no 
other way, but by prayer to God, and by imprecations in 
his name : which was imitated by other great men, parti- 
cularly by king Cambyscs in his speech to the Persians/re- 
corded by Herodotus, in Thalia, cap. 65. where he saith, 
" If you do what I require, then let your land bring forth 
plentifully ; and your wives and your flocks be fruitful, and 
yourselves enjoy your liberty: but if ye do not, to. Ivavrta 
rovrotm apiofiat vfuv yzvia^at, I imprecate the quite contrary 
things to these to fall upon you." But when Balaam dege- 
nerated into a false prophet, and became a diviner, then he 
used spells and enchantments (as is plain by this history), 
and such rites and ceremonies as were the invention of 
wicked spirits; which Pharaoh's magicians, the Jews fan- 
cy, made use of to stop the Israelites at the Red Sea; (see 
Exod. xiv. 2.) 

Ver. 7. And the elders of Moab, and the elders of Mi- 
dian.] I take these two nations to have been ancient con- 
federates ; hut the Jewish tradition is, that they had been 
always at enmity, and now rcconciledby a common danger; 
just as two mastiffs (so they explain it), who are continu- 
ally fighting, when they see the wolf set upon one of them, 
join together for their defence ; because, if he devour the 
one, the other will not long survive him. 

Departed tvith the rewards of divination in their hand J) 
It was the custom among God's people, when they came 
to consult with a prophet, to bring him a present; as ap- 
pears from 1 Sam. ix. 7, 8. And indeed, from ancient time, 
men were not wont to approach great persons without one : 
(see Gen. xliii. 11. 25, 26.) 

And they came unto Balaam, and spake unto him the 
words of Balak.^ Delivered their message ; having first, as . 
the manner was, made him the present. 

Ver. 8. And he said unto them, Lodge, with me this night.] 
That was the time, it seems, wherein he was wont to receive 
answers to his inquiries; either in a dream, or by appari- 
tions, or some other way. There are those who think he 
now began to betray the naughtiness of his heart, in taking 
* /s\ 4 G 2 
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time to' advise about this matter; which, if he had been a 
faithful servant of God/ lie would instantly have rejected 
with disdain. And it is likely enough, by what follows; 
that he was as desirous of their money, as they were of his 
imprecations. 

And I will bring you word again, as the Lord shall speak 
unto me.] You shall have my answer, according to the'di- 
"rections which -(lie Lord shall give me. By this I take it 
to be evident, that he was not a stranger to the true God, 
with whose name it is certain he was acquainted ; and, it is 
probable, had received revelations from him, till he be- 
came a covetous mercenary prophet, and addicted himself 
to superstitious rites and ceremonies; making use of tera- 
phim, perhaps; which had been of ancient practice in his 
country, and worshipping God, perhaps, by other -images. 
See Gen. xxxi. 19.24. 30. 49. where it is evident that 
'Labari had still communication with the Lord, though he 
used teraphitn;nnd calls them his gods. Which perhaps 
put that idle conceit into the head of some of the Jews, 
that it was. one and' the same person, who is there called 
Laban, and here Balaam : who falling, as I said, into idol- 
atrous practices, was forsaken by God, and delivered up 
to the impostures of evil spirits ; though he still continued 
to inquire of the Lord, who was pleased, at this time, to* 
make his mind known to him, for the preservation of his 
people Israel. - 

And the princes of Moab abode with Balaam.] As did 
those of Midian also; who are mentioned in the foregoing 
verse. Though some of the Jews have a fancy, that the 
elders of Midian went away (which they give as the reason 
that they aie not here mentioned) as soon as they heard 
Balaam say, he would address himself for advice unto the 
Lord ; who they knew would be favourable to Israel. And 
on the other side, some Christians hare been of opinion^ 
that he addressed himself to the Lord, only to try if he 
could draw him by his charms to take part with the Moab- 
itcs: just as the Romans, when they laid siege to a city, 
endeavoured, by all means they could invent, to persuade 
the tutelar gods of that place to forsake it, and come over 
to their side: which rite is described by Macrobius. 

Ver. 9. And God came unto Balaam.} As he-is said to 
have done unto Abimelech in a dream, Gen. xx.3. where 
I observed that Maimohides makes a distinction between 
God's coming to a person, and his speaking to him: but 
that cannot be made use of here ; for God did both come 
and speak to Balaam, as appears from ver. 32. 35. where 
we read, the angel of the Lord spake to him. And here it 
will be fit to note; that all nations, of whom we have any 
knowledge, have been possessed with this opinion, that 
God was wont to appear frequently unto men ; especially, 
cum recentes- & Deo essent, (as Seneca speaks in Epist. 
xc.) when they were netvly come out of his hand: and that 
he also was pleased to reveal his mind and will unto them, 
by some means or other ; particularly by his angels, whom 
lie sent on messages to them, as long as there was any 
goodness left among them. This is most admirably ex- 
pressed by Catullus : . < 

: "Proesentes namque ante domos invisere castas 
Saespius, et sese mortali ostendere'etetu . 
Coelicolrc, nondum spreta pietate, solebant." 

See Huetius in his Qurcstiones Alnetanac. lib. ii. cap. 12. 



n. 1, 2. And indeed no account can be given, how it came 
into the head of Homer, and other poets, to bring in the 
gods appearing so oft as they do, upon every occasion, if 
God had not been wont, in ancient time, to manifest him- 
self, not only to the Israelites, but to other nations also, 
especially before the distinction of this people from them. 
So he did to Abimelech, Laban, &c. as well as to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. For, as Dr. Jackson hath well ob- 
served, (in his first book upon the Creed, chap. 11.) if they 
had never heard nor Tead of any such thing, all the wits in 
the world, had they beat their brains never so much, could 
not have thought of bringing the gods in avisible shape 
upon the stage, or interlacing their poems with their fre- 
quent apparitions: nor can any other account be given, 
how this came to be the common belief of the world, from 
one end of it to the other, that the gods revealed their mind 
to men; the philosophers, as well as ordinary people, in: 
the cast, west, north, and south, making no doubt of it: 
for Abaris Hyperboreus, andZamolxis Geta,wereno less 
famous' in the north, than the Egyptian prophets were in 
the south. ' 

But when mankind degenerated, and corrupted them- 
selves by all manner of wickedness, then God forsook 
them, and permitted evil angels to take the place of the 
good, and plunge mankind further into all manner of fillhi- 
ncss; especially into abominable idolatries. So that Ba- 
laam, who, I question not, had at first familiarity with God 
and his holy angels, abusing this honour God had done 
him, in'inaking him a prophet, by employing it to serve his 
vile covetousness, God gave him up to the delusion of evil 
spirits ; of whom he learnt enchantments. But at this time 
God was pleased again to appear to him himself, for tho 
good of his people Israel, and to overrule all his bad in- 
clinations: insomuch that Moses says at last he did not go, 
as he had done, to seek enchantments, (chap. xxiv. 1.) but 
gave up himself wholly, for the present, to the conduct of 
God s Spirit; as I shall there observe. 

And said unto him.] By an angel, as Maimonides inter- 
prets it, (More NeYoch. par. ii. cap. 41.) 

What men are these with thee?] He asks this question, 
partly to prove Balaam, whether he would tell him the 
truth of their business; and partly to make way for the fol- 
lowing direction. 

Ver. 10. And Balaam said unto God.] To whom (it ap- 
pears by this) and to the way wherein God communicated 
himself, he was not a stranger. 

Balaktheson of Zippor, king of Moab, hath sent unto 
me, saying.] This shews the embassy was sent principally 
in his name; the Midianites only joined in it, (ver. 5.) 

Ver. 11. Behold, there is a people come out of Egypt, 
&c] This verse contains only a brief report of the message 
that was sent him; to which he desired God would tell him 
what answer he should return. ' 

Ver. 12. And God said unto Balaam.] By an angel, (ver. 
9. and ver. 35.) 

Tliou shalt not go with them, thou shalt not curse this 
people: for they are blessed.] He not only forbids him to 
comply with Bnlak's desire, but gives him such a reason J 
as was likely to prevail' with him, if his prohibition was 
not sufficient; that it vras impossible, with'all his enchant- 
ments, to reverse the blessing which God had bestowed 
upon this people. 
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Ver. 13. And Balaam rose up hi the morning, and said 
to the princes of Balak, Get ye, to your own land.) He 
seems resolved to obey God, rather than comply with 
them; and therefore dispatched them, as soon as he could, 
with the following answer. 

• For the Lord refuseth to give me leave to go with you.'] 
He acquaints them only with half of God's answer; for he 
omits the reason, which was the principal thing: though it 
may be thought to be implied; that if the Lord, on whose 
pleasure he pretended to depend, refused to let him go, it 
was in vain to attempt to curse them. 

Ver. 14. And the princes of Moab rose «p.] They did 
not stand to dispute the matter with him, or to importune 
him; which shews that he had given them a peremptory 
denial. 

And they went nnto Balak; and said, Balaam refuseth to 
come with us.] They report his answer as imperfectly as 
he did God's; saying not a word, that the Lord refused to 
let him come- They were loath, perhaps (as the manner of 
such persons is), to deliver unwelcome news to their master. 

Ver. 15. And Balak sent yet again princes, more, and 
more honourable than they.] He being ignorant of the true 
cause of his refusal, imagined that Balaam thought him- 
self slighted; and expected a greater number of persons, 
and of greater quality, should have been sent to him. For 
prophets, in ancient time, were men. highly esteemed; as 
not only sacred persons, but who had a great interest in 
God; of whom they could obtain whatsoever they desired. 
God himself thought this sufficient to keep Abimelech from 
injuring Abraham, to acquaint him that he was a prophet, 
(Gen. xx. 3.) And therefore they were called men of God; 
being thought, by the very gentiles, to be full of some Nu- 
men or other; whereby they became interpreters of the 
gods (as they called them), who ministered lv fitay Srtwv kqx 
avOpurrrwv, between the gods and men: insomuch that women, 
when they became prophetesses, had very great authority; 
as we find in Deborah, who calls herself a mother in Israel: \ 
(Judges v. 7.) aud therefore all such persons were under 
the special protection of Heaven, (Psal. ev. 15.) 

Ver. 1G. And they came unto Balaam, and said, Thus 
saith Balak the son of Zippor.] They seem to speak of 
their master in a higher style than the former ambassadors 
did, ver. 7. where it is only said, " they spake unto him 
the words of Balak." 

Let nothing, I pray thee, hinder thee from coming to me.] 
Yet they submissively beseech him, in their master's name, 
not to suffer any thing to keep him from coming to him; 
for he thought, perhaps, that Balaam might be detained by 
other more profitable employments. 

Ver. 17. For I will promote thee to very great honour^] 
He imagined, it is probable, that Balaam looked upon the 
rewards of divination, which he sent him, as not sufficient 
encouragement; and therefore he promises him to advance 
him to some high preferment in his court. 

And I will do whatsoever thou sayest unto me.] And 
moreover, he promises to bestow an estate, as great as he 
would desire, to support his new dignity. 

Come therefore, I pray thee.] They add importunity to 
their earnest request. 

Cursenie this people.] Having heard (as David Chytrseus 
understands this) that the Israelites, conquered their op- 
posers by prayers, rather than by arms (as they had done 



Pharaoh and the Amalekites), the king of Mozib thought )\§ 
might prevail against them by the same jneans. 

Ver. 18. And Balaam answered and said to the servants 
of Balak.] To the messengers whom he had sent,-who, it 
appears by this, were principal officers in his, court, (ver. 
15.) For the servants of Pharaoh are called the elders of 
his house, Gen.l. 7. „ .- 

If Balak would give me his house full of silver and, gold, 
I cannot go beyond the word of the Lord my God, to do 
more or less.] This is not the language of one that was a 
stranger to the v true God; for no prophet in. Israel ever 
spake of him in more familiar terms than these, the Lord 
my God. And for the present, the command of God seejns. 
to have suppressed his covetous and ambitious desires, so 
that he durst not yield, to them; though it. appears, by 
what follows, he was strongly inclined to follow .them. 

Ver. 19. Now therefore, I pray you, tarry you also here, 
this night.] Take a lodging with me, as your predecessors 
did, (ver. 8.) 

That I may know tvhat the Lord will say unto me now.] 
"Whether the Lord will alter his mind, as he hoped, he 
might; otherwise he would have rested in the first answer 
he received from God, and not tried again if he. could pre- 
vail by his importunity to get leave to go ; as these great 
promises of riches and honour made him desire. 

Ver. 20. And God came nnto Balaam at night.] Notwith- 
standing which, God was pleased again to visit him with his 
presence; at least by one of his angelic ministers. 

And said unto him, If the men come to call thee.] Press 
thee again to comply with them. 

' Rise up, and go with them.] Since thou hast such a mind 
to go, follow thy inclinations. These words seem to be 
spoken angrily, though not sarcastically, as some would 
have them, like those 1 Kings xxii. 15. 

But yet the word tchich I shall say unto thee, that shah 
thou do.] Some take these words to be not so much a com- 
mand as a prediction ;' that he should not be able to say a 
word but what he was ordered by God. 

Ver. 21. And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled 
his ass.] Commanded his ass to be made ready ; for he had 
servants to wait upon him, (ver. 22.) And great persons 
in those countries were wont to ride upon asses; of which 
we find examples before this, in Abraham, (Gen. xxii. 1.) 
and in Moses, (Exod. iv. 20.) and, in aftertimes, the judges 
of Israel were thus mounted, (Judges v. 10.) and their 
children, (chap. x. 4. xii. 14.) 

. And went with the princes of Moab.] They set out, per-, 
haps, together; or he desired them to go a little before, 
and he would follow them. For it appears by the follow- 
ing part of this relation, that he did not make a part of their 
train ; but travelled, at least some part of the way, with his 
two servants alone. * ) 

Ver. 22. And God' Sanger was kindled because he went.] 
This may seem* strange, since he had a permission, to go 
along with thein : but the meaning is not, that God was dis- 
pleased because he did as he was permitted ; but because 
he went so readily (without offering to stay at home, as he 
had beencommauded at first), and because he carried along 
with him an evil mind, desirous to get the money and the 
.honour that was proffered him ; and consequently with an 
inclination to curse Israel, and with hopes that he might, 
by some means or other, compass that wicked end. This 
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is plainly signified by tho angel's words, ver. 35. where ho 
permits him still to go on, but with a caution not to at- 
tempt to speak a word otherwise than he bade him. This 
is more plainly evident from Deut. xxiii. 5. 

And the angel of the Lord.] The samo angel, which is 
thought to havo spoken to him,vcr. 12. 20. 

Stood in the ivay.] In the very path wherein his ass was 
going. 

For an adversary against him,] To stop his proceedings, 
that he might not go on in his sin, and perish, as R. Solo- 
mon glosses. 

Now he was riding upon his ass, and his two servants 
were tvith him.] He was in his journey upon the road, but 
separated from the rest of the company; having only his 
own two servants with him, who waited on him. 

Ver.23. And the ass saiv the angel of the Lord standing 
in the way.] The Lord, saith the same R. Solomon, let the 
ass sec what his master could not, his mind been blinded 
by his converse with demons : or rather, God deprived 
him, for the present, of the power of seeing what stood 
just before him. 

And his sword drawn in his hand.] Threatening to kill 
him if he went forward. 

And the ass tamed aside out of the way.] Out of the 
road wherein they were travelling. 

And went into the field.] "Which lay on the side of the 
highway. 

And Balaam smote the ass to turn her into the way.] As 
the manner is still, when such creatures are unruly. 

Ver. 24. And the angel of the Lord stood in the path of 
the vineyards.] It is uncertain whether the ass turned- into 
the way again, or went on in the field, till they came to 
these vineyards. 

A tvall being on this side, and a wall on that side.] In a 
very narrow passage. * 

Ver. 25. And when the ass saw the angel of the Lord.] 
Which opposed him here again, as he had done in the broad 
highway. 

She thrust herself unto the wall.] To avoid the angel. 

And crushed Balaam 's foot against the tvall.] The angel 
and his drawn sword, which it is likely he brandished, 
took up so much of the way on both sides, that there was 
not room for the ass to pass without going too close to the 
wall. 

And he smote her again.] Being very angry at her unto- 
wardness. 

Ver. 2G. And the angel of the Lord tvent further, and 
stood in a narrow place.] Through which Balaam was to 
pass. 

Where there was no way to turn, either to the right hand 
or to the left.] Where the angel took up the whole passage, 
and left no space on cither side for the ass to go. 

Vct.27. And when the ass satv the angel of the Lord.] 
And no way to avoid him. 

She fell down under Balaam.] Being unable either to 
turn back, the way was so narrow, or to go forward, be- 
cause the angel filled up all the passage. 

And Balaam's anger was kindled, and he smote the ass 
with a staff.] Harder than he had done before. 

Ver. 28. And the Lord.] By his angel, as Bochart inter- 
prets it. 

Opened the mouth of the ass.] Which naturally is a dumb 



creature, having no organs of speech; but, by an extraor- 
dinary power of God, who made man's mouth, had her 
tonguo so moved to the palate, teeth, and lips, and the air 
was so compressed within her mouth, as to form words as 
plain as we speak. 

And she said unto Balaam.] That an ass should, by the 
power of God, be made to speak, one would think should 
not seem incredible to Christians, when heathens did not 
disbelieve such things, but received them as undoubted 
truths. Witness what they say of the ass upon which 
Bacchus rode, and the ram of Phryxus, and the horse of 
Achilles and Adrastus, and the bull of Europa, and tho 
lamb in Egypt when Bocchoris reigned there, and the ele- 
phant of Porus in India; all which are reported to have 
spoken : and vast numbers of other instances are heaped 
up by two eminently-learned Frenchmen, Bochartus in his 
Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 14.; and Huetius, in his 
Alnetanoe Quaestiones, lib. ii. cap. 12. n. 2G.; which things 
are alleged out of their books, not to prove all such sto- 
ries to be true, but that they thought them true, and thought 
it did not exceed the power of their gods to effect such 
things. Nor could they except against the Bible, because 
of the strange things there reported, the like wonders being 
commonly believed among themselves ; which, if they were 
devised by the gentile writers, it was, in all likelihood, 
out of this sacred history; that they might not seem to 
come behind the Jews in any thing which might give credit 
to their own religion. 

If Maimonides had been acquainted with such things as 
these, he would not have said, that all this which happened 
to Balaam in the way to Balak, was done in a prophetical 
vision, (par. ii. More Nevochim, cap. 42.) which is the 
conceit of R. Levi ben Gersom also, who compares this 
with what we read, Hosea i, 3, &e. concerning the pro- 
phet's taking a wife of whoredoms, &c. and denies the li- 
teral sense, merely because he could not imagine how an 
ass should be made to speak: no, nor could he, or any 
man else, tell how such a representation could be made to 
the prophet's imagination in a vision, but by the power of 
God; to whom the one was as easy as the other. 

JVIiat have I done unto thee, that than hast smote me these 
three times?] There was some cause; for his foot was 
crushed, and he fell with her: but the ass could not help it. 

Ver. 29. And Balaam said unto the ass.] One would 
have expected that he should have been astonished, and 
struck as dumb as the ass naturally was, to hear her speak 
so plain, and expostulate with him : but he was in a rage, 
or rather fury; so that for the present he did not consider 
any thing, but her untoward crossness. St. Peter observes 
so much, when he saith the dumb ass rebuked the madness 
of the prophet ; where the word IlapaQpovia is unusual in 
the Greek language, signifying that he was beside himself, 
not knowing what he said or did; partly out of anger, and 
partly because he was possessed with an eager desire and 
hope to serve Balak, and get the riches and honour he 
promised him, now that he had got leave of God to go 
to him. 

Because thou hast mocked me.] Or, as the Arabic version, 
printed at Paris, translates it, thrown me in the dirt. But 
they seem to have read the word otherways than it is in 
tho Hebrew; where it signifies either mocking, or ex- 
posing to scorn and laughter. 
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I would there were a sivord in my hand, for now would I 
kill thee!] This shews the height of his rage, to be thus 
crossed in his designs; and, as the Jewish doctors take 
it, the height of his folly also; that he should pretend 
to be able to destroy the whole congregation of Israel 
with his enchantments, who needed a sword to kill a 
poor ass. 

Ver. 30. And the ass said unto Balaam, Am not I thine 
ass?] This does not prove that the ass understood what 
Balaam said, and ttereupon returned this pertinent answer; 
but that the same Power which made the ass speak at first, 
continued to form such an answer as might convince Ba- 
laam of his error. 

Upon which thou hast ridden ever since I was thine unto 
this day?'] The Hebrew words' will not bear this sense; 
but arc exactly rendered in the margin of our Bibles, ever 
since thou wast, that is, a rider; ever since thou began to 
ride, as Aben Ezra expounds it. "Whence many render it, 
from thy youth; which may be supposed to be a long 
time; Balaam, in all likelihood, being now no young man, 
but for many years a famous prophet. 

Was I ever wont to do so unto thee?] Hast thou not had 
sufficient experience, in so many years as I have served 
thee, of my sure going? As much as to say, Thou shouldst 
have thought some unwonted cause had forced me to do 
three times what I never did before. 

And he said, Nay] He could not but allow the truth of 
what was spoken by the ass. 

Yer. 31. Tlien the Lord opened the eyps of Balaam.] He 
was not blind before; but his eyes were held as the eyes 
of the men of Sodom were, who could not see Lot's door, 
though they found their way to their own home, (Gen. 
xix. 1.) 

And Jte saw (lie angel of the Lord standing in the way, 
and his sword drawn in his Jiand.] He understood the true 
cause of the ass's turning aside, and falling under him. 

And he bowed down his head, and fell flat upon his face.] 
He first bowed his head, and then his whole body, in token 
of his most profound reverence. 

Vcr.32. And the angel of the Lord said unto him, Where- 
fore hast thou smitten thy ass these three times?] This 
serves to teach us, saith Maimonides, not to use cruelty 
towards beasts, but to treat them gently and mercifully ; 
(More Nevochira, par. iii. cap. 17.) or rather, as another 
of them makes the angel say to Balaam, If I am com- 
manded to reprove thee for thy injustice to thy ass, how 
much more for thy wicked intention to destroy a whole 
nation? But the drift of this speech seems to be, to repre- 
hend the brutish stupidity of the prophet, in not appre- 
hending some extraordinary hand of God, which turned 
his ass aside so oft, and at last made her speak. 

Behold, I went out to withstand thee.] 1 was the cause 
of thy ass's turning out of the way, and falling down, by 
my standing in the path to oppose thee, and stop thy pro- 
ceedings, (ver. 22.) 

Because thy way is perverse before me.] His intentions 
and purposes were not sincere and honest; for, pretending 
to obey God, he designed, if he could, to serve Balak. 
The word we translate perverse, signifies perplexed and in- 
tricate in the Arabian language: and so Bochartus thinks 
it should be translated here. 

Ver. 33. And the ass saw me, and turned away from me 



these three times.] 1 was merciful unto thee, in letting the 
ass see me, which saved thy life, as it here follows. 

Unless the ass had turned from me, surely now I had 
slain thee, and saved her alive.] It had cost thee thy.life if 
the ass had gone forward, and thy life alone; for I would 
not have done any hurt to her. 

Ver. 34. And Balaam said unto the angel of the Lord, I 
have sinned.] It is not certain that this refers to any sense 
he had of the perverse disposition of his heart; for it may 
have respect only to his outrageousness against his ass, 
which he confesses was without cause. 

For I knew not that thou stoodest in the way against me.'] 
Or rather, but I knew not, &c. for this scorns to be said in 
excuse of himself, from his ignorance that the ass was 
turned out of the way by the angel. 

Now therefore, if it displease thee, Itoill get me back 
again.] He would not understand the angel right, who did 
not find fault with his going to Balak, but with his going 
with such bad intentions. 

Ver. 35. And the angel of the Lord said unto Balaam, 
Go with the men.] As God had before bidden him, (ver. 
20.) and did not send the angel to foTbid what he had 
allowed. 

But the word that I shall speak unto thee, that thou shall 
speak.] These words are something different from those in 
ver. 20. importing both thai he should not presume to 
speak a word but what he ordered, and that he should not 
forbear to speak what he bade him. 

And Balaam went with the princes of Balak.] Whom 
he overtook after this stop, either at the place where they 
lodged, or where they stayed for him; but he did not tell 
them what he met withal in the way. 

Ver. 36. And when Balak heard that Balaam was come.] 
By some messenger sent before to acquaint him with his 
coming. 

He went out to meet him.] Partly out of joy, and partly 
out of respect to him. 

Unto a city of 3Ioab 7 which is in the border of Arnon,] 
This city seems to have been Ar,(chap. xxi.15.) 

Which is in the utmost coast.] He did him the honour 
to meet him at the very entrance of his country; and did 
not think it sufficient to send some of his court to receive 
him. 

Ver. 37. And Balak said unto Balaam, Did not I ear- 
nestly send unto thee to call thee?] After this compliment 
was paid to Balaam, the king could not forbear to let him 
know, he did not think himself well used by him, whom he 
had earnestly entreated to come to him, and at the first he 
would not. 

Wherefore earnest thou not unto me?] As soon as I sent 
for thee. . . 

Am I not able indeed tq promote thee to honour?'] Dost 
thou doubt of my power to make thee a great man, if fhpu 
gratifiest me in my desire? And his readiness he shewed 
by this honourable reception of him. 

Ver. 3S. And Balaam said unto Balak, Lo, I ant come 
unto thee.] Say no more of that; but be satisfied that I am 
now come. 

Have I now any power at all to say any thing ?] Yetiie 
would not have him expect that he should do all #at Ba- 
lak desired, or he himself was inclined to do; for he was 
under ahigher OYerrulingPower, which he could not gainsay. 
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The ivord that God putteth in my mouth, that shall I 
speak.] lie seems to acquaint him that he had received 
such a command from God, (vcr. 35.) and he must be obe- 
"dicnt. 

Vcr. 39. And Balaam went with Balak.] This did not 
discourage the king of Moab from carrying Balaam along 
with him into his country; where he hoped he might be per- 
suaded to do as he Mould have him. 

And they came unto Kirjath-huzoth.] The royal city, it is 
likely; for it signifies in our language the city of streets; 
that is, a large city, which had many streets and (conse- 
quently) inhabitants in it. 

Ver. 40. And Balak offered oxen and sheep.'] In thank- 
fulness that he had procured Balaam's assistance, as he 
hoped, against his enemies. 

And sent to Balaam.] They were such sacrifices as the 
Jews called peace-offerings; of which the offerers had a 
share foT themselves and for their friends: and the sacri- 
fice being over, Balak invited Balaam to come to the feast 
he made thereupon. 

And to the princes that were tvith him.] The princes, I 
suppose, of Midian and of Moab, who were sent on the 
embassy to him, and had succeeded in it, (ver. 7. 15.) 

Vcr. 41. And it came to pass, that on the morroiv.] Hav- 
ing rested one night after his journey, Balak would have 
him go about his business, and see what he could do 
-for turn. 

Balak took Balaam.] Into his chariot. 

And brought him up into the high places of BaaL] All 
nations worshipped their gods in high places; and Baal M r as 
the god of this country; who was worshipped in more high 
places than one ; unto all which he brought Balaam, that 
he might "sec where he could take the fullest view of the 
Israelites, and which of them would be fittest for his pur- 
pose. These high places were full of trees, and very shady, 
*(as I observed, Lev. xxvi. 30.) which made them the fitter 
both for the solemn thoughts and prayers of such as were 
devout, and for the filthy inclinations and intentions of the 
wicked. Baal was the name of several gods, both male 
and female*, as our Selden shews in his Syntagma ii. de Diis 
Syris, cap. 1. And I suppose Chemosh, the god of Moab, 
is here called by this name (signifying a lord), though that 
great man seems to take it for Baal-Pcor, (cap. 2. of that 
book.) • 

TJiat thence he might see the utmost of the people.] i. e. All 
their armies, to the very skirts of their camp. 



. CHAP. XXIIL 

Vcr. 1. joiND Balaam said unto Balak, Build. me here.] 
Upon one of the high places ; which Balaam, it is likely, 
pitched upon as fit for his purpose. 

Seven altars.] The number seven was much observed 
we fmd among the Hebrews, by God's order ; (see Lev. iv. 
G.) but we never read of more than one altar built by the 
patriarchs, when they offered their sacrifices; nor was 
more than one allowed by Moses. Therefore in this there 
was something of the heathen superstition; who; worship- 
- ping the sun (who is principally meant by Baal), offered 
also to all the seven planets: unless we allow the conjec- 
ture ofFortunatus Scacchus, who imagines, that as Moses 



erected twelve pillars, according to the number of the chil- 
dren of Israel, when he entered them into the covenant of 
God, (Exod. xxiv. 4.) so Balaam ordered seven altars to 
be erected, according to the number of the principal houses 
of Moab, (Myrothcc. Sacr. Elaeochrysm, par. ii. cap. 59.) 
But there is no ground for the conceit of Abarbincl, who, 
in his preface to Leviticus, (sect. 4.) saith, Balaam ordered 
this in emulation of the seven acceptable altars to God, 
built by seven men famous for piety; viz. Adam, Abel, 
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Moses. There is more 
certainty in this, that these altars were erected in honour 
cither of the Most High, or of the greatest of their gods : 
for, according to the account which both Fcstus and Servius 
have given us of the ancient times, they sacrificed to the ce- 
lestial gods only upon altars (which were so called, because 
they were arte altce, built high and lofty), whereas to the 
terrestrial they sacrificed upon the earth; and to the infer- 
nal gods, in holes digged in the earth. 

And prepare me here seven oxen, and seven rams.] To 
offer one of each upon the several altars, as it follows, 
ver. 2. This number was used by pious persons, both in 
these days, (Job xlii. 8.) and in aftcrtimes, (1 Chron. 
xv. 2G.) 

Ver. 2. And Balak did as Balaam had spoken.] Caused 
the altars to be built (which was done, either of stones, or 
of turf), and the sacrifices to be brought. 

And Balak and Balaam offered on every altar a bullock 
and a ram.] Kings, in ancient times, were priests also ; as 
appears by Melchizedeck: but perhaps Balak only pre- 
sented the sacrifices to be offered for him, and for his peo- 
ple ; and Balaam performed the office of a priest. The 
only doubt is, to whom these sacrifices were offered. I sup- 
pose each of them had their several intentions : Balak sup- 
plicating Baal by them ; and Balaam making his prayer to 
the Lord, though with such superstitious ceremonies, it is 
likely, as were used by the worshippers of Baal ; in one of 
whose high places these sacrifices were offered. But it may 
also be supposed, that Balaam telling Balak he could not 
effect any thing without the Lord, the God of Israel, per- 
suaded him to join with him at present in his worship, that 
they might prevail with him to withdraw his presence from 
the Israelites : for there is no reason to think, that Balaam 
would go to inquire of the Lord, when ho had sacrificed 
to other gods ; and it appears evidently from vcr. 4. that he 
pretended to sacrifice unto God; and would not have pre- 
sumed surely to tell him so, if he meant otherwise. 

Ver. 3. And Balaam said unto Balak.] When he had 
laid the pieces upon the altars. 

Stand by the bumt-offering.] Attend thy sacrifice, and 
pray. to God to accept it. By this it appears, that these 
sacrifices weTC of a different nature from those mentioned 
in chap. xxii. 40. being burnt-offerings which were wholly 
consumed. And one of them seems to have been offered 
particularly for Balak, which he calls his bumt-offering ; as 
the rest were for the princes of Moab, Mho, it is likely, 
stood by them representing all the people. 

And here it is to be observed, that, in old time, before the 
. law of Moses was given, burnt-offerings served for all pur- 
poses in Divine worship; whether they gave thanks for 
blessings, or deprecated evil things, or prayed for good. 
Thus Noah, when he returned thanks to God for his pre- 
servation in the ark, offered burnt-offerings, (Gen. viii. 20.) 
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And when Job besceched God to pardon his sons, (chap". 
i.5.) and his friends, (chap. xlii. 8.) hie offered sacrifices' 
of this sort: and so did Balak and Balaam here use them, 
to procure blessings upon Moab, and a curse upon Is- 
rael. • ' . ' ./ 

And I will go.] By myself, intosome private place, to 
consult with God, and to exercise his enchantments, (as 
may be gathered from chap. xxiv. 1.) whereby he thought 
he might prevail for such a power as he desired, of cursing 
the people of Israel. 

Peradventure the Lord will come to meet me.] He durst 
not be confident, because he had lately opposed his pro- 
ceeding (chap. xxii. 31.) in a frightful manner. 

And whatsoever he slieweth me.] Whatsoever he reveals 
to me, either by word or otherwise. 

.Twill tell thee.] Deal faithfully with thee, and conceal 
nothing from thee. 

And he went to a high place.] Or rather, into a valley ; 
for he was now in a high place when he sacrificed, and 
did not go into another high place, but down into the plain 
(as the Hebrew word properly signifies), where he might, 
in some solitary retirement, address himself to God, and 
expect his presence with him. So we translate it in the' 
margin, he went solitary. Therefore, if we retain the other* 
translation, it must be understood of some part of the high 
place, where he might be solitary, viz. into the grove, which 
high places seldom wanted. In these high places they built 
their temples, and had their oracles : as we learn from Jus- 
tin, lib. xxiv. cap. 6. where he saith, the temple of Apollo 
" positum est in monte Parnasso, &c." was seated upon the 
mountain Parnassus: and from Pausanias, who, speaking 
of the cave of TrophoniuS in Bceotia, saith, 2cm St to pav- 
reXov v7rtp to aXcroc hrl tov opovg, the oracle is in a grove 
upon a mountain. The like might be observed of other ora- 
cles; which may countenance this conjecture, that some 
such pretended oracle might be in this high place, where 
Balaam went for direction from God. 

Vcr. 4. And God met Balaam.] Appeared unto him, as 
he had been wont to do in other places, chap. xxii. D. 20. 
where the word Elohim is constantly used, as it is here and. 
every where else, till we come to ver. 16. which strengthens 
the opinion, that the Lord hitherto spake to him only by 
an angel; 

And he said unto him.] i. e. Balaam said unto God, when 
he saw him appear. 

J have prepared seven altars, and have offered upon every 
altar a bullock and a ram.] This shews he sacrificed unto 
God, and not unto Baal : and he represents it to God that 
he might be moved thereby to condescend to his desire. 
For sacrificing was a form of supplication, as we find in 
other places, particularly 1 Sam. xiii. 12. and that which 
he begged of God was, in all likelihood, that he would give 
him power to curse Israel. 

Ver.' 5. And he put a word into Balaam's mouth.'] Told 
him what he should say. And therefore (saith Maimonides) 
he spake by the Spirit of God: which he makes account was 
the second degree of prophecy. AVhence that description 
Balaam gives of himself, " He hath said, who heard the 
words of God," (par. ii. More Nevochim, cap. 45.) 

And said, Return unto Balak, and thus shaft thou speak.] 
He commanded him to speak unto Balak, at his return to 
him, as he was instructed, and no otherwise. The words 
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he bade 'him 'speak, are those thatwe read below, (vcr. 7/ 
8, &c.) 

Ver. G. And he returned unto him,* and, lo, he stood by his 
bum f -sacrifice.] He found him in the very same posture 
wherein he left him : (ver. 3.) which shews Balaam did not 
go far, nor stay long before he returned; and that Balak 
was earnest in his supplications. 

He, and all the princes of Moab.] Who were concerned 
in the good success of his negotiation. 

Ver. 7. And he took up.] A Hebrew phrase for speak- 
ing aloud. 

His parable.] Or, prophetical speech; which was some- 
times delivered in parables, properly so called : that is, not : 
in plain words, but in apt figures and resemblances, (con- 
cerning which see Maimonides, par. ii. cap. 43.) But here 
the word parable signifies (as it doth in the book of Job) a' 
weighty speech, expressed in sublime and majestic words, 
Job xxvii. 1. xxix. 1. • 

And said, Balak the king of Moab hath brought me from 
Aram.] See chap. xxii. 5. 

From the mountains of the east.] The country of Meso- 
potamia lay eastward of Moab : and that part of it towards 
Arabia was stony and mountainous. (See Bochartus in his 
Phaleg. lib. ii. cap. 6.) 

■ Saying , Come, curse me Jacob; and come, defy Israel.] 
Two different expressions for the same thing ; only the lat- 
ter word (which we translate defy) imports something of 
fury; because he would have had him curse them in such' 
a prophetic rage, as should have the most' direful effects" 
upon them. 

Ver. 8. How shall I curse him whom God hath not cursed? 
&c] As much as if he had said, Balak desires of me that 
which is impossible. In the Jerusalem Targum this verse' 
is thus paraphrased : How shall I curse the house of Jacob,' 
when the Word of the Lord hath blessed them ? or how shall 
I diminish the family of Israel, when the Word of the Lord 
hath multiplied them? . - • 

Ver. 9. For from the top of the rocks.] Upon which he 
then stood, when he spake these words. 

I see him.] As Balak desired he might, (chap. xxii. 41.) 
though for another purpose ; that he might curse them: 

And from the hills I behold him.] The same thing again, 
in other words, according to the manner of the eastern* 
people. And both these may relate,'not only to the pre- 
sent view he had of the camp of Israel, but to their future 
settlement in their own land; wherein they were repre- 
sented to him as dwelling securely, under the special pro- 
tection of the Almighty. 

Lo, the people shall dwell.] In the land of Canaan. 

Alone.] Not mingled with other nations, but separated* 
from them by different laws, religion, and manners. It 
seems also to import their security and safety, by the si-, 
tuation of their country, and God's care of them. 

And shall not be reckoned among the nations.] Bo a 
peculiar people by themselves ; and therefore not liable 
to the power of my curses, like other nations. All this*' 
came to pass, partly by the natural situation of "their 
country, which was surrounded with high mountains, and 
rocky precipices, so that the coming to it was very diffi-. 
cult ; but more especially by their rites and customs ; and 
particularly by their diet, which restrained them from com- 
mon conversation with other nations, because they could 
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not eat of their food (swine's flesh, for instance, which 
was a delicate dish among the gentiles, was an abomina- 
tion to the Israelites). By which means they were the 
better secured from learning the religion of the gentiles, 
having so little communication with them, that they wero 
called by Diodorus Siculus, and others, an unsociable 
jieople, and thought to have an emnity to the rest of the 
world. 

Ver. 10. Who can count the dust of Jacob.] This may 
refer either to their present, or their future increase; which 
was so great, that they might be compared to the dust of 
the earth, or the sand on the sea-shore, which is without 
number. Hereby he confirmed the promise made by God 
to Abraham, Gen. xiii. 16. and to Israel, chap, xxviii. 
14. where he saith expressly, " Thy seed shall be as the 
dust of the earth." 

And the number of the fourth part of Israel'] Any one 
of their camps, every one of which .was grown to a vast 
number : for the whole host of Israel was divided into four 
camp's, under the standard of Judah, Reuben,.Ephraim 
and Dan (as we read in the second chapter of this book), 
one of which camps lay more plainly before him than 
the rest, viz. that on the west, under the standard of 
Ephraim. . , 

Let me die the death of the righteous.] By the righteous 
he means Israel, who were now a people free from idolatry,, 
which was the great crime of those days : and he desires 
cither to be as happy as they in the other world, or that ho 
might not die an immature and violent death, but enjoy 
such a long life here as was promised to them. The 
author of Sepher Cosri takes it in the former sense ; al- 
leging this place as a proof that a future state was be- 
lieved in ancient times, though not so clearly expressed in 
the prophetical writings, as other things, are: for there is 
a certain prayer, saith he, of one that prophesied by the 
Holy Ghost, who desired that he might die the death of the 
righteous, (par. i. sect. 115.) 

And my last end be like his!] Or, let my posterity (for so 
the word we here translate last end often signifies, Psal. 
cix. 13. Dan. xi. 4.) or, those thatcome after me, be like 
unto his descendants. 

. Ver. 11. And Balak said unto Balaam, JFhal hast thou 
done unto me ?] This is very surprising. 
. I took thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou hast 
blessed them altogether.] Thou hast not only frustrated my 
desires in not cursing them, but, quite contrary, hast pro- 
nounced great blessings upon them. For so, the Hebrew 
words signify, Blessed tliem with blessings. 

Ver. 12. And he answered andsaid f Must I not take heed 
to speak that which, the Lord Itath put in my mouth?] He 
had told him so before, more than once, (chap.xxii. 23. 
xxiii. 3.) and now makes him judge, whether it was safe 
for him to. disobey the Lord to comply with his desires. 
f Ver. 13. A7id Balak said unto him, Come, I pray thee, 
with me to another place?] -He thought Balaam gave him 
a reasonable answer ; and, therefore, gently entreats him to 
make a trial, wiiether God would be pleased to be more 
favourable to his desires if he sought him in some other 
place For whatsoever Balaam thought of this matter, 
Balak was possessed with a superstitious fancy, that the 
very place or prospect had been a cause concurrent to 
produce the contrary effect to what he desired, and there- 



fore entreated he would come with him to another, where 
he might not sec too many of them at once. • 

From whence thou mayest see them.] It seems this was 
thought necessary to make their curses effectual ; that they 
should have a sight of those whom they cursed, and that 
they should look upon them. 

Thou shalt see but the utmost part of them.] The skirts of 
their camps. 

And shalt not see them all.] Ho imagined, perhaps, that 
Balaam was affrighted at the sight of their multitude, and 
therefore durst not meddle with them. 

And curse me them from thence.] He seems to desire him. 
to curse only that small parcel of the Israelites whom he 
saw in the utmostpart of the camp, hoping he might by 
degrees get them all, in like manner, destroyed. 

Ver. 14. And he brought him unto the field of Zophim.] 
Or, as some translate it, unto Sede-Zophim; a place by the, 
very name apt to enchant a superstitions mind with expecta- 
tion of success, as Dr. Jacksoa speaks. It is thought by 
some to be so called from the ivatchers that were placed 
here, which the word Zophim imports. 

To the top ofPisgah.] A very high mountain in the coun- 
try of Moab, from whenco one might see a great w r ay, and 
take a view of all the parts. of Canaan, (Deut. iii.27.xxxiv. 
1, 2, &c.) But on that side of it whither Balak brought 
him, Balaam could not see much of the camp of Israel- 
It is likely he thought, by bringing him to a placo so ex- 
ceeding high, he should be nearer heaven, and so procure 
a more favourable audience than before. 

And built seven altars, and offered a.bullock and a ram, on 
every altar."] As he had done before at Balaam's desire, 
in. another high place, (ver. 1, 2.) for there only he ima- 
gined their sacrifices would be acceptable. From hence* 
Cpnradus Pellicanus concludes Balaam .to have been, a 
worshipper of the true God (as Jcthro was), because he 
still continuos to offer only such clean creatnres as were, 
wont to be sacrificed to him by.his own, people. 

Ver. 15. And he said unto Balak, Stand hereby thy burnt- 
offering] The same direction which he had given before,: 
(ver. 3.) . . 

While I meet the Lord yonder.] In a. place to .which he 
pointed. Balaam made. a peradventure of it before, whe- 
ther the Lord would come to meet him or not, (ver. 3.) but 
now he confidently expects it; though he endeavoured (it 
appears from chap. xxiv. 1.) still to compass his had ends 
by his enchantments. 

Ver. 16. And the Lord met Balaam.] This is never said 
before, but only that God met him (by his angel, as the 
Jews interpret it), which I take to be much short of what is 
here said, that the Lord himself now met him ; that is, there 
was a glorious appearance of the Schechinah to him (though 
not in suchlustre, I suppose, as when it appeared to Moses), 
which so amazed him, that after this he never went so much 
as to inquire what he should say or do: for, though he 
doubted, perhaps, of what the angel said, yet now he was 
fully assured the Israelites must be blessed. 

And he put a word in his mouth.] Instructed hhn what 
he should say to Balak. 

And said, Go again unto Balak, and say thus.] viz. All 
that we read ver. 18—20, &c. which is a great deal more 
than he had said before. 

Ver. 17, And when he came to him, behold, he stood by 
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his burnt-offering, and the princes qfMoab with him.] See 
ver. G. 

And Balak said unto hint) What hath the Lord spoken?] 
He was more solicitous to know his doom than he was 
before, when he asked no such question; and plainly de- 
monstrated, that he believed Balaam went to inquire of 
the Lord. 

Ver. 18. And he lookup his parable.] See ver. 7. 

And said, Rise up Balak, and hear.] If this word rise up 
hath respect to the outward reverence, which was wont to 
be shewn to all messages brought from God, (which wag 
expressed by rising up to receive them, as appears from 
the story of another king of Moab, Judges iii. 20.) then, 
after the sacrifice was ended, at which they stood, Ealak 
sat down until Balaam could be ready to acquaint him with 
the mind of God. But it may have respect only to the 
mind, and signify, stir up thyself to attend; awaken thy 
thoughts, and listen to what I say. 

Andliearken unto me, thou son of Zippor.] The same 
thing repeated with more earnestness : for to give ear, as 
the word is in the Hebrew, imports something more than 
merely to hear; viz. diligent and earnest attention of mind 
to what is spoken. 

Ver. 19. God is not a man, that he should lie.] Do not 
imagine that God is like to one of us: he can by no sacri- 
fices, or prayers, or other means, be induced to break his 
word ; and, therefore, it is in vain for me any longer to 
importune him to curse Israel, when h6 hath said he will 
bless them. * 

Neither the son of man.] An usual variation of the ex- 
pression of the same thing. (Psal. viii. 4.) 

That he should repent.] Alter his mind, when he hath 
absolutely resolved any thing. Balak seems to have 
fancied, that, by the change of the place where he sacri- 
ficed, (ver. 13.) he might procure a ehange of the Divine 
counsels. 

Hath he said, and shall lie not do it ?] What should 
hinder? for he wants no power to execute his will; and 
he cannot be moved to revoke his word by better informa- 
tion ; nor can any thing happen which he did not foresee, 
to make him do otherwise than he intended. 

Or hath he spoken, and sliall he not niake it good?] This 
is the same with the former, after the prophetical manner 
of speaking, Omnia per juga repetendo (as Conradus Pel- 
licanus glosses) ad exaggerationem : only the foregoing 
words may be thought to refer to his threatenings, and 
these to his promises. 

Ver. 20. Behold, I have received commandment to bless; 
and he hath blessed, and I cannot reverse it.] In these words 
he applies the general proposition, in the foregoing verse, 
to this particular case : God hath ordered me to pronounce 
a blessing upon Israel, for he himself hath blessed them; 
and I can neither reverse that blessing, nor go against his 
order. 

Ver. -21. He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither 
hath he seen perverseness in Israel.] Both the word aven 
(which we translate iniquity) and the word amal (which 
we translate perverseness) signify frequently in Scripture 
the highest wickedness, viz. idolatry. And so Onkelos 
here understood it, when he thus paraphrased these words: 
I see that there are none who ivorship idols in the house of 
Jacob, nor any servants of trouble and vanity (so they 



called idols) in Israel. And accordingly the Vulgar Latin 
expressly translates this verse thus, There is no idol in 
Jacob, nor is there any image seen in Israel : which.seemed 
so clear a truth to Johannes Forsterus, a famous profes- 
sor of the Hebrew tongue in the beginning of the Refor- 
mation, that, in his explication of both these words in his 
Lexicon, he saith, " From this place all the prophets bor- 
row these phrases, and translated them to express impiety," 
i. e. idolatrous worship, devised according to men's own 
humours and desires, and by the instinct of the devil: for 
Moses was the fountain of all the prophets." Thus he 
writes upon the word Vltf, and he repeats it again upon the 
word htift. So that this is the reason Balaam gives, -why 
God had blessed, and ho could not curse, them, because 
they were free from idolatry; tmto which, unless they 
could be seduced, there was no hope that God would de- 
liver them unto the power of their enemies : for which' 
reason Balaam afterward counselled this prince to entice 
them to this sin by beautiful women, as the only way to 
move God to be angry with them. *> - 

There are indeed a great many that take these words in 
the common sense, for all manner of sin; which God i^ 
said not to see in this people, t e. so as to mark it out for 
punishment ; for though they were many ways great of- 
fenders; yet he had such an indulgent kindness to them, 
that he would not correct them for every sin which they 
committed. But this returns to the former exposition; 
that they were safe, as long as they kept themselves from 
the great transgression, that is, idolatry. 

The Lord his God is with him.] They worshipping God 
alone, were therefore under his special care and protection. 
Onkelos renders it, the Word of the Lord his God is his 
help. And so the Jerusalem Targum. • 

And the shout of a king is among them.] God being their 
king, he prophesies that they should always triumph over 
their enemies : for he alludes to the shouts which are made 
when a king or great captain returns victorious with the 
spoils of those he hath vanquished. So the meaning of the 
whole verse is this, in brief: Since they do not worship 
idols, but cleave to the Lord their God, and serve him: 
alone, he is present with them, not only to preserve them 
from their enemies, but to give them glorious victories 
over them. 

Ver. 22. God brought them out of Egypt.] That they 
might be his worshippers and servants, which if they con- 
tinue he will not desert them. For God brbught them forth 
from thence that they might be his peculiar people, and he 
their King and their God, as he often saith himself, Lev. 
■xL>45. xxii. 23. xxv. 38. Numb. xv. 41. all which places 
are observed by the author of Sepher Cosri, (par. ii. sect. 50.) 

He hath as it were the strength of an unicorn.] Some would 
have this referred to God, who brought them out of Egypt 
by a mighty power; because he speaks in the plural num- 
ber of those to whom the former sentence belongs. But 
this is no good reason; for the Scripture frequently varies 
the number, when the same person is spoken of. And in 
chap. xxiv. 8. it is expressly said, God brought Mm (i. e. 
Israel) out of Egypt; and he hath the strength, &c. which 
every one allows is spciken of the Israelites, who are said 
to have the strength of thi£- creature, with whom they are 
compared; or rather the height, as the Hebrew word cer- 
tainly signifies, Psalm xxv. 4. The strength of the hills (or 
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rather, the heights of the hills, as it is in the margin) are his 
also: and Job xxii. 25. The Almighty shall be thy defence, 
and thou shall have plenty of silver. So the sense led our 
interpreters to translate the Hebrew word JDSjnri, which 
may be literally here rendered great heaps of silver. These 
are the only places where this word is found. The only 
difficulty is, what creature it is which is here called reem; 
which we translate (as many others have done) an unicorn: 
which, though most now take to be a fabulous creature that 
is not in being, yet Tho. Bartholinus, in his Anatomical 
Histories, (Centur. ii. Histor. 61.) tells us, that an ambas- 
sador from the king of Guinea to the duke of Courland, 
assnred him, at Copenhagen, that there is a beast in Africa 
of the bigness of an ordinary horse/very swift and fierce, 
which hath a horn in its forehead about three spans in 
length; the dead carcass of which he had seen, though 
never one alive. But if this be supposed to be true, it is 
not the creature here meant; for it is plain by the Scrip- 
ture, that the reem hath two horns, Deut.xxxiii. 17. where 
we read of the horns of the unicorn (as we translate it), to 
which the two tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh are com- 
pared. (See also Psalm xxii. 27.) Therefore the famous 
Bochartus, after a long discussion of other opinions, thinks 
it most probable, that the reem is a kind of goat, which the 
Arabians called algazel, and is now called gazellas; which 
is a tall creature (some of them as high as a stag) with 
long and sharp horns. So that Balaam foretells the Israel-, 
ites should be as eminent among other people as the reem 
was among other kinds of goats. Unless we will think it 
refers to what the Arabians observe, that it is proper to 
this animal to carry his head very high, and to erect his 
ears, which is an excellent emblem of the people of Israel; 
who being lately oppressed in Egypt, were asserted by. 
God into a state ©f liberty, and raised to a great height of 
glory, in order to be advanced unto a higher, (Hierozoi- 
con, par. i. lib. iii. cap. 27.) At this Onkelos seemed to 
have aimed when he translates these words thus, fortitude 
and exaltation are his; taking reem not for a proper name 
but for an appellative, as if it were derived from ramam, 
which signifies to exalt. I shall only add, that there is 
one who refers these words neither to God nor to the 
Israelites, but to Egypt beforementioned; as if the sense 
was, Though the Egyptians were as strong as an unicorn, 
they were not able to detain the Israelites any longer in 
bondage" to them; but God brought them thence with a 
mighty hand and outstretched arm : so Joseph. Hispanns, 
(lib', iii. lkaurim, cap. 8.) 

Ver. 23. Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob, 
neither is there any divination against Israel.] Neither I, 
nor any body else, have power to hurt them, by all the 
secret arts of sorcery and soothsaying, which are practised 
in the world. It is not proper here to mention the various 
sorts of them; but it is manifest, from ancient history, that 
these curious arts (as St. Luke calls them) had got a kind 
of sovereignty in the eastern nations, who' for many ages 
were much addicted to them. One of our own church hath 
said many excellent things concerning the original of this 
sorcery and idolatry, which commonly accompanied each 
other; to whom I refer the reader: (see Dr. Jackson's Ori- 
ginal of Unbelief, &c. cap. 19.) The Vulgar Latin takes 
these, words, as if they were spoken in praise of the Israel- 
ites, that there were no enchantments or divinations used 



among them, nor any other diabolical arts, which wero 
forbidden by their law in several places. From these they 
being as "free as from idolatry, (mentioned ver. 21.) they 
were secure of God's favour to them. And so we acknow- 
ledge, in the margin of our Bibles, the words may be trans- 
lated, There is no enchantment in Jacob, or among them: 
from which God intended in all ages to preserve them by 
the prophets he raised up to them. And thus 11. Solomon 
expounds this verse, either to signify that they could not 
be cursed, because they were not given to enchantments 
and divinations; or that they needed not to make use of 
diviners and magicians, having all that was needful for 
them to know revealed to them by God's prophets, and 
by urimand thummim, &c. 

* According to this time it shall be said of Jacob and of 
Israel, What hath God wrought !] The LXX. translate the 
first. words Kara Katpbv, ivhen time shall be; or, upon all 
occasions: not only now, but in future ages, men shall re- 
late, with admiration, what God hath wrought for this peo- 
ple; not only in bringing them out of Egypt, but in con-, 
ducting them into Canaan; in drying up Jordan, as he did 
the Red Sea; and subduing the Canaanites, as he over- 
threw Pharaoh and his host, &c. If there be any difference 
between Jacob and Israel; the former signifies this people, 
when they were in their low estate ; and b the latter, when 
they were eminently exalted : in both which God did won- . 
derful things for them, which astonished all that observed. 

Ver.. 24. Behold, the people shall risenp as a great lion.} 
The Hebrew word labi certainly signifies a lioness, which 
is no less, but rather more fierce than a lion, and so repre- 
sented by Herodotus, (lib. iii. cap. 108.) and many other 
authors mentioned by Bochartus in his Hierozoic'on, (par.i. 
lib. iii. cap. 1.) 

And lift up himself as a young lion.'] The Hebrew word 
ari is used in general for any lion whatsoever, without re- 
spect unto age. They that would have it signify a younger 
sort, take it for a lion full grown and adult (as they speak) 
of a middle age, between cephir, which signifies a young 
lion, and sachel, which signifies an old. And the Israelites 
are here said to rise up, and to lift up themselves, like to 
these fierce creatures, to signify their assaulting their ene- 
mies with an undaunted courage.' 

He shall not lie down till he eat of the prey.] Which 
lions rend and tear with their claws and teeth, irresistibly 
and speedily. So the Hebrew word tereph (which we ren- 
der prey) imports ; the flesh of beasts torn in pieces. 

And drink the blood of the slain.] He alludes to the ra- 
venousness of lions; and signifies the entire and perfect 
victory the Israelites should win over their enemies. For 
this prophecy hath a peculiar respect to the conquest of 
the Canaanites under the conduct of Joshua. 

Ver. 25. And' Balak said unto Balaam, Neither curse 
them at all, nor bless them at all.] It seems he thought his 
blessings to be as powerful as his curses; and therefore 
desires him to forbear both, if he could not have what he 
desired. 

Ver. 2G. And Balaam answered, Told I thee not y saying, 
All that the Lord speaks, that must I do?] As I cannot do 
any thing against the mind and will of God, so I must do 
as he bids me, (ver. 3. 12.) 

Ver. 27. And' Balak said unto Balaam, Come, I pray 
thee } and I will bring thee to another place.] Still he fan- 
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cies, according to the. superstition of those days, there 
might be something unlucky in the place,, that made his 
prayers, unsuccessful; which might prove acceptable in 
another. For, as the Syrians imagined in future ages, that 
some gods were powerful in the hills, who could do. no- 
thing in the plains, (1 Kings xx. 23. 28.) so, it seems, there 
was such a conceit at this time in these countries, that 
some gods delighted more in one hill than they did in an- 
other ; for he still brings Balaam to another high place. 
Such a. conceit TV© see remains to this day in the Romish 
church, where the lady and the rood of one. placb are 
thought far more powerful, and therefore more frequented 
than those ofanother! 

Peradventure it will please God that thou may est curse 
me them from thence.] He said nothing of God's permis- 
sion before, (ver. 13.) but now w T as convinced his consent 
was to be gained ; and would not despair of it, but thought 
it possible that very thing might seem right and good in his 
eyes (as the Hebrew phrase here is) in a new place, which 
displeased him in both the former. 

Ver. 28. And Balak brought Balaam to the top ofPeor.] 
This was the, most famous high place in all the country of 
Moab ; where, as Mr. Selden conjectures, Baal had a tern-, 
pie, and was worshipped; and ,thence' called Baal-Pcor. 
So Theodoret and Suidas, B«X 6 Kpdvoc, ®sy&p dl 6 toVoc 
lv <j5 tTifiaro. Beel signifies Saturn, and Phegor (or, as we 
pronounce it, Peor) the place where he was worshipped. 
Jnst as the Greeks called Jupiter by the name of Olym- 
pius, and Mercurius of Cyllenus, &c. And, in all likeli- 
hood, by Beth-Peor, (Dcut.'xxxiv. G.) which in English. is 
the house of Peor, in the land'of Moab, is meant the tem- 
ple of Baal which stood upon, the mountain, for so the word 
Beth signifies frequently among the Hebrews, not an ordi- 
nary house, but the house of isome god: as Beth-Ashta- 
roth, (1 Sam. xxxi. 10.) and Beth-Baal, (1 Kings xvi. 32.) 
And there is often mention of Bcth-shemesh in the holy 
writings (Joshua xv. 10. Judges i. 33. and many other 
places), which signifies the temple of the sun; from whence 
the word Bafcra^a, among the Arabians upon the Red Sea, 
which Stephanus (de Urbibns) expounds, 6 oTkoc tov fiXlov, 
tlie house of the sun. (See Syntagma i. de Diis Syris, 
cap. 5.) 

Thatlooketh towards Jeshimon.*] See chap. xxi. 20. 
Ver. 29. And Balaam said unto Balak, Build me here 
seven altars, and prepare me here seven bullocks and seven 
rams.] He orders the very same sacrifices he did at first, 
without any difference, (ver. 1.) either not knowing any. 
other method of obtaining their desires, or thinking it in 
vain to devise any other. 

'Ver. 30. And Balak did as Balaam had said, and offered # 
a bullock and a ram upon every altar.'] He was wholly go- 
verned by Balaam in this; and though he changed the 
place, made no alteration in the sacrifice, which was as 
complete and perfect as any in those times offered. 

Here is no mention made of the time when these things 
were done; but we may be certain all the three foremen- 
tioried solemn sacrifices, in the three several places, were 
not offered. upon one and the same day. And supersti- 
tious people, as all histories tell us, having been as curious 
in the qhoice "of days as well as places, it is probable that 
Balak picked out some day or hour which lie thought 
might be more lucky to him than the foregoing. 
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Ver. J. AND when Balaam saw that it pleased the Lord 
to bless Israel.] Of which he had given him a double proof, 
chap. xxii. 5, &c. 1G, &c. 

He went not out as at other times.] See chap. xxii. 3. 15. 

To seek for enchantments.] This implies that he had hi- 
therto, in the process of his business, used some wicked 
arts to effect his ends, ordesired to be directed to them ; . 
but being not able to obtain anything, but commands cross 
to all his designs, he gave himself up wholly to the conduct 
of God's Holy Spirit, and did not so much as offer to seek 
for enchantments. In the Hebrew the words are, to meet 
with enchantments; unto which he hoped to be directed, 
that he might be. able to. curse Israel: for though he ad- 
dressed himself to the true God, (whom he calls the Lord, 
chap.xxiii. 26.) yet it was in a superstitious way; with 
such rites and ceremonies of worship, as were not of God's 
appointment; but either devised by evil spirits, or very 
grateful to them ; whereby he hoped to be shewn by what 
means he might disable Israel, and deliver them into the 
hand of Balak. For the ancient, magic derived from Zo- 
roaster was nothing else, as Plato pretends, (in Alcibiade 
i.) but the knowledge of Divine things, and the right way. 
of worshipping God: and Apuleius saith the same of it, 
that it was ." diis immortalibus accepta, colendi eos ac ve~ 
nerandi pergnara," &c. a science acceptable to the immortal 
gods, very skilful how to worship and honour them; being 
pious, and knowing in Divine things; which sufficiently be- 
trays this Divine knowledge (as they call it) to be impious; 
for Zoroaster instructed his disciples in the worship of the. 
fire, as an emblem, at the best, of the sun ; which they, 
looked upon as a visible image of this invisible God, and. 
upon that account worshipped it. After his time, it is ma- 
nifest, this heavenly knowledge, as they esteem it; dege- 
nerated into more uncouth rites, and wicked arts, whereby 
they pretend to be able to make the gods do what they 
pleased. Pliny mentions an herb, (lib. xxiv. cap. 1';.). 
which he saith the magicians used, quiim Deos velint.evo- 
care, when they would call out the gods, and draw them to- 
their purpose. In which power they so. gloried, that the 
witch in Apuleius threatened the gods themselves with the 
greatest mischief ; and boasted she' could deprive the stars 
of their light; and by her charms control, not only the 
moon, but the sun himself, and the gods of all sorts., And. 
as for mankind, nothing is more known than those magical 
words, devovere, defigere,'obligare; which are proper, to- 
the black art, as Salrriasifls observes, (upon Solinus, p. 
1091.) which, by incantations, deprecations, direful exe- v 
crations, herbs, fascinations, so confounded the mind of 
him who was thus devoted (as they tenn it), that he could* 
remember nothing of what he was about, nor discharge any 
function of nature. The several species of it are men- 
tioned by Maimonides, who saith the Zabii pretended to 
exercise this power, not only over particular persons, but 
over whole provinces, by certain words, and actions, and 
things, which nobody can understand to have any virtue- 
, in them, (More Nevochim, par.iii. cap. 37.) 

But he set his face towards the wilderness.] He stirred not 
from the place where the sacrifice was offered, as he h'ad^ 
been wont to do, but only looked- to wards the wilderness, 
where the Israelites lay encamped, (chap. xxii. 1.) 
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Ver. 2. And Balaam lifted vp his eyes.'} To look round 
about him. 

And he saw Israel abiding in his tents, &c] In the order 
God had appointed in the second chapter of this book, ver. 
52. where he commands them to pitch their tents, every 
man by his own camp, and by Ids own standard, throughout 
their hosts* 

And the Sphit of God came upon him.'] From whence 
Mairaonides concludes, he was a prophet of the second 
rank, who spake by the Holy Ghost, (More Nevoch. par. 
ii. cap. 45.) 

* Ver. 3. And he took tip his parable, and said.] He pro- 
nounced what follows with a loud voice, that all might 
hear. For so the Hebrew words may be interpreted, he 
lifted vp his parable. (See chap.xxiii. 7.) 

Balaam the son of Beor Ixath said.] Though the Spirit 
ef God came upon him, which suggested the words men- 
tioned, ver. 5 — 7, &c. yet it did not alter the temper and 
disposition of his mind; which wasno less vain and ambi- 
tious than it was covetous, and possessed with a hatred 
of the Israelites ; as appears by the counsel which he gave, 
at last, how to ruin them: this vanity seems to be expressed 
in these, and in the following words, wherein he magnifies 
himself more than the Spirit of God. 
* And the man whose eyes were open, hath said.] Who 
when he was awake received revelations from God, which 
was an extraordinary favour; For commonly he appeared 
to men in a dream. Others translate it, whose eyes were 
shut, i. e. who was in a trance or ecstasy, so that he saw 
nothing with his bodily eyes, but only with his mind. The 
Jerusalem Targum thus paraphrases these words (which 
Shews he looked upon them as a boasting of himself), "The 
man said, who was honoured above his brethren ; to whom 
that was revealed, which was hidden from all the pro- 
phets." 

,Ver. 4. He hath said, who heard the words of God.] Mark 
what he saith, who delivers the words which he received 
fr<5m God. 

Wliich saw the vision of the Almighty.] With whom he 
was so familiar, that he himsfclf, at last, appeared to him 
in a vision, (chap, xxiii. 16.) as at first he appeared to 
him by an angel, (chap. xxii. 35.) 

Falling into a trance.] There being in the Hebrew only 
the word nophel, which signifies falling, we supply* the 
sense by adding into a trance; lest any one should think he 
fell to the ground, or fell asleep; which seems not to he the 
meaning; but that he was in a rapture, perceiving nothing 
by his outward senses. Yet the forementioned Targum 
takes it as if he had fallen flat on his face; and the LXX. 
translate it, he saw the vision of Godin sleep; according to 
that, Gen. xv. 12. a deep sleep fell upon Abraham; where 
the wotd naphela is thought by some to give a good ex- 
plication ofnopliel in this place. 

But having his eyes open.] His mind being then pos- 
sessed with a clear apprehension of things, which God re- 
vealed to him, when his senses were all locked up, and 
could discern nothing. 

Ver. 5. How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob! and thy ta- 
bernacles, O Israel J] The same thing expressed in differ- 
ent words; which was an usual elegancy in those countries : 
wherein he declares his admiration of the beautiful order 
in which he saw them pitched in the plaius oi'Moab. 



Ver. G. As the valleys are they spread forth.] This refers 
cither to the tabernacles, which extended themselves on 
each side of a wide space, which, like a valley, lay be- 
tween ; or rather to the Israelites themselves, whom he 
compares to those fruitful valleys which abound with wa- 
ter: for the Hebrew w r ord signifies cither valleys or brooks. 
As gardens by the rivers side] Which were far more 
green and flourishing, cool and pleasant, than those that 
lay in dry places. 

As the trees of the lign-aloes.] Growing in those gardens, 
or by the river's side ; which perfumed the air by 'their sweet 
odours. For there are two sorts of aloes observed by the 
ancients; the one a tree which was very odoriferous, called 
KoAa/toc 'IvSik&c, and J Epv%pa?og, growing in India and Ara- 
bia; and the other a plant or herb, out of which was 
pressed a purging juice: the former is often joined with 
myrrh in the .Holy Scripture, and was burnt as a perfume, 
and called by the ancients !Sv\a\6t]g, (as Salmasius ob- 
serves in his Exercit. Plin. upon Solinus, p. 1053,1054, 
&c.) which is the lign orwood-aloes here spoken of. And 
Plutarch, in his Symposiacs,(lib. vi. cap. 7.)^aith, some 
were wont to colour their wine, y aXoatc, v Kivvafiufioie, 
either with aloes, or with cinnamons (which is meant of 
this wood-aloes), which gave the wine a pleasant taste, 

IVJnchtlie Lord hath planted.] Which grew naturally of 
themselves (solo Dei nutu, as Bochartus glosses), without 
any labour, care, or art of man used about them. 

And as cedar-trees beside the waters.] The cedar was 
one of the most goodly trees in those countries, upon many 
accounts, particularly for its fragrancy, the Greeks being 
wont to burn the wood of it upon their altars, as the same 
Salmasius there observes, (p. 951, 952.) By all these me- 
taphors, Balaam sets forth the present and future prospe- 
rity of the Israelites, and their fame, which spread itself 
into all nations round about; and seems to be represented 
by the sweet odours here mentioned. 

Ver. 7. He shall pour the water out of his buckets.] I take 
this to be meant of God's pouring down rain abundantly, 
out of the clouds, upon the valleys, gardens, and trees, unto 
which the Israelites are compared ; signifying that they 
should be exceedingly blessed by him : for they stood in 
need of nothing more than rain in those countries. 

And his seed shall be in many waters.] Or, by many 
waters; i.e. be sown in a ground well watered, and con- 
sequently bring forth a plentiful crop, (Isa. xxxii. 20.) 
There are those who refer both these to their numerous 
posterity; procreation of children being sometimes ex 
pressed in Scripture by the metaphors of waters, and foun- 
tains, 'and cisterns, as every one knows. And both the 
LXX. and Onkelos interpret this of one particular per- 
son that should arise of their seed. For thus the former 
of them renders this part of the verse ; "There shall come 
a Man out of his seed, who shall rule over many nations." 
And the,lattcr of them paraphrases in this manner ; "There 
shallbe a great King, who shall be anointed of his chil- 
dren, and shall have dominion over many people ;" which 
the Jerusalem Targum saith expressly is Christ: for thus 
this verse begins in that paraphrase ; "A king shall arise 
out of his sons, and their Redeemer from among them," &c. 
and thus concludes; "and the kingdom of the king Mcs- 
sias shall be magnificently exalted." 
And his kingsliallbe higher than Agag.] This seems to 
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have been the name of all the kings of the Amalekites, 
(for we read of one called Agag long after this time, 1 Sara. 
xv. 8, 9.) as Abimelech was the name of the Philistine 
kings, and Pharaoh of the -Egyptian. And at this time, 
no nation thereabouts was in greater reputation than the 
Amalekites, (ver. 20.) who thought themselves able to ob- 
struct the Israclites'passage into Canaan; and gave a very 
early proof of the high opinion of their own power and 
prowess, by attacking the Israelites as soon as they came 
out of Egypt. Balaam therefore foretells the king of Israel 
should be the greatest of all other (for he was acquainted 
with none higher than Agag); which some think hath a pe- 
culiar respect to their first king Saul, who subdued the 
Amalekites, and took Agag captive. But his successor was 
far greater than he ; and the Jews themselves think this 
hath its full completion in the Lord Christ. 

And his kingdom shall be exalted.'] They shall increase 
and multiply, till their kingdom be greatly enlarged; as it 
was in the days of David and Solomon, who were but sha- 
dows of the great king Messiah. 

Ver. 8. God brought him out of Egypt; he hath as it were 
Hue strength of an unicorn.] All the power of Egypt could 
not detain them in slavery; but they came out from thence 
with a strong and high hand, (Exod. xiii. 9. xiv. 8.) and 
are grown a mighty people. See the foregoing chapter, 
(ver. 22.) where this hath been explained. 

He shall eat up the nations his enemies.] Utterly destroy 
the soven nations of Canaan. 

And shall break their bones.] So that they shall never re- 
cover their strength. * 

And pierce them through with his arrows.] Having given 
them their deadly wound: or, as some translate the Hebrew 
words, break their arrows in pieces; i. e. quite disarm them.. 

Ver. 9. He couched, he lay down.]. He prophesies that 
the Israelites, having conquered the Canaanites, should 
settle in their land> and take their rest; and live securely: 
which he speaks of with such confidence, as if it were 
already done. 

As a lion, and as a great lion.] See chap, xxiii. 24: the 
signification of««W and labu 

Who shall stir him up?] Give them any disturbance. It 
is observed of lions, that they do not betake themselves to 
remote or secret places, when they go to sleep; but lie 
down any where; (as Oppianus describes them, lib. iii.) as 
if they understood, that, let them sleep where they pleased, 
nobody durst meddle with them : (sec Bochartus in his 
Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. iii. cap. 2.) and therefore being ap- 
plied to the Israelites, signifies such an absolute and securo 
possession of the land of Canaan, that none should have 
the boldness to assault, or give them any disquiet: which 
came to pass chiefly in the days of David and Solomon. 

Blessed be he that blesseth thee, and cursed is he that curseth 
thee.] These are the very words wherewith Isaac concluded 
his blessing of his son Jacob, (Gen. xxvii. 29.) which God 
now confirmed from the mouth of one of their enemies, 
who spake, at this time, by his Spirit. 

Ver. 10. AndBalak's anger was kindled against Balaam.] 
He could no longer forbear to express his indignation, to 
be thus treated by Balaam (whom he had sent for a great 
way, and entertained for some time), and therefore stopped 
him from proceeding, for the present, any further in his 
prophecy. 



And smote his hands together^] A token of vehement an- 
ger, (Ezek. xxi. 17.) 

And Balak said unto Balaam.] It is likely he was so full 
of wrath, that he could not speak presently, but expressed 
it only in his looks and actions. 

I called thee to curse mine enemies, and thou hast altoge- 
ther blessed them.] Thou hast not said one word to my pur- 
pose, but all quite contrary.* 

These three times.] Though I have been at great ex- 
pense, and built altars, and offered many sacrifices, in three 
several places : but at what distance of time, one from an- 
other, doth not appear. 

Ver. 11. Therefore now flee thou unto thy place.] Get 
thee home immediately, and stay not a moment longer here ; 
for that is imported in the word flee, which indicates that he 
could not endure the sight of him, while he remained thus 
angry: and, as he banished him his presence, so he com- 
manded him to make all possible haste out of his country, 

J thought to promote thee to great honour.] And to be- 
stow as much wealth upon him as he desired ; which is in- 
cluded in the word ho?iour § (chap, xxiii. 17.) 

But, lo, the Lord.] Whom thou pretendest to obey. 

Hath kept thee back from honour.] By not permitting 
thee to comply with my desire. It is uncertain, whether 
these words were spoke in anger and scorn, or seriously 
and in good earnest; believing he, was hindered by the 
Lord's will and pleasurefrom cursing Israel ; which he had 
more reason to believe, than he had to hope he might ob- 
tain liberty to curse them, (chap, xxiii. 27.) and therefore 
was, without all reason, in this passion against Balaam. 

Ver. 12. And Balaam spake unto Balak.] Prayed Balak 
to hear him patiently a few words before he departed. 

Spake I not also to thy messengers, which thou sentest 
unto me, saying.] Did not I, before I saw thee, tell those 
that came to invite me to thee, the very same which I told 
thee afterward. . 

Ver. 13. If Balak would give me his house full of gold 
and silver^ I cannot go beyond the commandment of the- 
Lord, to do more or less.] So he told his messengers, (chap. 
xxiL 18.) 

Of my mind."] According as 1 please. 

But what the Lord saith, that will I speak.] So he told 
Balak himself, (chap. xxii. 38.) All which he recalls to his 
mind, to shew him that there was no cause for his anger, 
he having performed as much as he undertook; which Was 
to follow God's directions, as he had done. strictly. ' And* 
it is likely, that by this just representation of what had 
passed between them, he brought Balak to a cooler temper, 
so that he suffered him to go on, to deliver what follows. 

Ver. 14. And now, behold, I go to my. people.] And now 
I will obey thee, as well as God, and be gone to my own 
country. 

Come therefore, and I will advertise thee, &c] But before' 
I go, permit me to give thee some advice. So the He- 
brew word jaatz constantly signifies, to give counsel. And 
so the Vulgar here translates it; but took it for the wicked 
advice, which wc read, in the next chapter, was executed 
after Balaam's departure, and of which he was certainly" 
the author, (chap. xxxi. 16.) and therefore thus translates 
the next words, What thy people shall do unto this people. 
But the Hebrew text and the LXX. arc directly contrary 
unto this; being, as we translate the words, What this people 
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shall do to thy people. Therefore Onkclos, to tako in the 
foregoing sense, without altering the latter part of the 
verse, puts in one word, and makes the whole run thus: I 
will give thee counsel what to do, and (will shew thee J what 
this people shall do to thy people in the latter days. And 
the Jerusalem Targum more largely and plainly, I will ad- 
vise thee what thou shalt do to this people; make them to sin: 
otherwise thou shalt not have dominion over them; but this 
people shall domineer over thy people in the latter end of days'. 

In the latter days.] In future ages. This shews the 
foregoing words do not speak of what Moab should do to 
Israel by his advice; for that was done as soon as he 
was gone. 

Ver. 15. Arid he took up his parable and said, Balaam 
the son of Beor hath said, &c.] This was the preface to 
his foregoing prophecy: (see ver. 3.) 

Ver. J 6. He hath said, who heard the xvords of God, &c] 
This verse also is the same with the fourth, only a few 
words added, Arid knew tlie knowledge of the Most High; 
which he adds, to shew his intimate acquaintance with the 
supreme Lord of the world. For he speaks of God in the 
very same style which Moses doth, calling him both El, 
and Schaddai, and Elijon, and Jehovah; which demon- 
strates that he was not a stranger to the true God, though 
corrupted with bad affections, and addicted also to foul 
superstitions. 

Ver. 17. I shall see him.'] Or, I do see him (for the future 
tense is often used for the present); that is, he saw the 
person of w r hom he was going to speak, represented to him 
in a vision. 

But not now.] He saw him not as in being, now at pre- 
sent, but to come in future times. 

I shall behold him, but not nigh.] The same thing in 
other words; but more plainly telling them, they must not 
expect this person in their time, nor in the next generation, 
but in remoter ages.' 

There shall come a Star out of Jacob.] A star denotes a 
great person ; and being understood to be spoken of Christ, 
it denotes his celestial original. And both Onkelos, and 
Jonathan, and the Jerusalem Targum, take the Messiah 
to be here meant ; and so doth It. Moses Haddarsan, and 
Bcreschith Rabbath, and a great many Christian interpre- 
ters, (as Huetius observes, in his Demonstr. Evang. propos. 
vii. sect. 9.) particularly Eusebius and Cyril of Alexan- 
dria: who, in his eighth book against Julian, confutes his 
exposition of these words, which is this: TouS' on t<$ Aa- 
/3t8 irpdm'iKtt, Kal rolq an licttvov, irpo$r}\6v tori 7rov* That this 
belongs to David, and to his successors, is sufficiently mani- 
fest. To which St. Cyril replies, that if Balaam had spoken 
of David, and the kings of Israel, he would have said, 
There shall arise stars out of Jacob, &c. whereas he speaks 
of one alone, oTov lv aarpotg k-7rpe7r?/, as very illustrious 
among the stars; which, it is evident, can be none but 
Christ. Unto which I shall add the words of a later writer 
of- the Jewish nation, R. Isaac, in his Illumin. Fidci, set 
forth not long ago by the. learned TTagcnscil: where he 
argues, this cannot be understood of David, or any other 
king of Israel, because none of them ever reigned all over 
the earth (t. e. over all the children of Sheth, whom none of 
them destroyed), but it is meant, he concludes, of the Mes- 
siah; who is compared to a star, because of the pcrennity 
of his kingdom, and the splendour "of his dominion, and 



his great acts throughout the world, p. 72 and 80. where 
he makes this a prophecy of one kingdom alone to be in 
the world, viz. that of the Israelites, who arc called " the 
people of the saints of the Most High," Dan. vii. 87. 
which is true enough, if he had understood the right mean- 
ing of Israelites; who arc those, not after the flesh, but 
after the spirit. 

It is not fit to conclude this without one observation 
more: that so long ago as the time of the Emperor Adrian, 
this w r as understood by the generality of the Jews to be a 
prophecy of the Messiah. For they followed one whoso 
name was Chocab (i.e. a star), to whom the famous R. Aki- 
ba(a doctor, who, they say, had four-and-twenty thousand 
scholars) applied these words of Balaam, and calling him 
Barchocab, i. c. the son of a star, anointed him their king, 
and carried a sword before him, crying, Behold the very 
king Messiah! This is reported by the Jews themselves in 
Tzenach David, and several other books: all which, I 
think, doth not hinder, but that king David may be hereby 
signified in the first sense; though as a type of the. Mcs-, 
siah, the great Son of David, in whom it was completed* 

And a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel.] This some think, 
may first have a respect to David, and then to the Messiah, 
the king of Israel. But the Chaldee paraphrast refers the 
whole to Christ, whose words are these, A King shall arise 
out of the house of Jacob, and the Messiah shall be anointed 
of the house of Israel. Nor is it any w r onder that Balaam 
should prophesy of him so many years before he was born ; 
and so plainly, that Moses himself doth not speak in 
plainer terms: tut it is to be looked upon as the effect of 
God's infinite goodness, who would not have those, that 
were not of the seed of Abraham, to be wholly ignorant of 
what he intended to do for all mankind. And this was ne- 
cessary to be plainly told them, because otherwise they 
would not have understood it. 

And shall smite the corners of Moab.] The latter part 
of this prophecy, Huetius^ thinks, belongs to David, as, 
the former part to Christ: which was the opinion of Mai-, 
monides, who divided the prophecy between them. And 
this was indeed literally fulfilled in David, who subdued 
the Moabites entirely, as we read 2 Sam. viii. 8.'Psal. 
lx. 8. cviii. 9. Some translate these words, he shall smite j 
through the princes of Moab. So the LXX. roue apxnyovc 
Moa/3; which doth not alter the sense. And it is no un-> 
usual thing with the prophets, when they intend to speak of 
something nearer to them, to be transported by the Spirit, 
of God, to speak of things a great deal more Tcmote. As 
Balaam, here foretelling a great Ruler should come out of 
Jacob, first speaks of the greatest of all, above fourteen 
hundred years after this^ime; and then of David,, who, 
reigned about four hundred years after this. 

And destroy all the children ofSheth.] They who inter- 
pret this of David, take Shcth to have been some great per-, 
son in that country, ot some place of great note, the inha- 
bitants of which are here threatened to be destroyed. But 
these arc mere conjectures, which have no foundation in. 
history ; whereas, if we understand it of Christ* and trans- 
late the first word, not he shall destroy, but (as Castalio and 
others do) he shall rule over, the sense is very remarkable ;, 
it being a prophecy, that, in the times of the Messiah, there 
shall be no longer such a distinction as God now made be- 
tween the Israelites and other nations (by the peculiar laws 
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he gave them at their entrance into Canaan), but all man- 
kind, who are equally descended from Seth, shall be united 
under his government. And thus not only Lyranus, and 
Abulensis, and others interpret it, but Onkelos also, whose 
words are, " He shall have dominion over all the sons of 
men :" for he thought it reasonable, by thechildren ofSheth, 
to understand all mankind who were propagated from him, 
who succeeded in the place of Abel that was killed ; all the 
seed of Cain perishing in the flood. 

Ver. 18. And ijJom shall be a possession.] So it was in 
the days of David, (2 Sam. viii. 14.) - 

AndSeir shall be a possession.'] This was a famous mount 
in the country of Edom, (Gen. xxxvi. 8.) and being the 
strongest part of the country* may signify here, that no 
place should be able to hold out, though never -so strongly 
fortified by nature or art. And so we read they all became 
David's servants, 2 Sam. viii. 14. 1 Chron. xviii. 13. 
For his enemies."] i. e. For the Israelites. 
And Israel shall do valiantly.] For they subdued in those 
days many other countries ; as we read in the forenamed 
chapters, (2 Sam. viii. 1 Chron. xviii.) 

Ver. 19. Out of Jacob shall come he that shall have do- 
minion.'] This may relate to Christ as well as to David, 
in whom it was literally fulfilled. And so Baal-Hatturim 
observes, that (ver. 16.) it is said of Balaam, that he knew 
the mind of the Most High, for he prophesied of the Mes- 
siah, when he said, out of Jacob shall one come that shall 
have dominion. The word jerd, as the Masora notes, is 
used only here, and in Psalm Ixxii. 8. where the Psalmist 
describes the universal kingdom of Christ in these words, 
** He shall have dominion from sea to sea, and from the 
river unto the end of the earth * 

And shall destroy him that remains in the city.] Not only 
rout them in the field, but take their defenced cities: and, 
it is likely,* he particularly aims at some great city, and 
best fortified, which was the metropolis, and the strongest 
hold in the kingdom; such a one there was in , Edom, as 
the Psalmist suggests, (Psalm lx. 9.) 

Ver. 20. Andtvhenhe looked on Amalek.] On the country 
which the Amalekites inhabited. 
He took up his parable, and said.] See ver. 3. 
Amalek was the first of the nations.] The most eminent 
among the neighbouring nations, or one of* the most noble, 
as Bochart renders it, gens una h nobilissimis. 

But his latter end shall be, that he perish for ever.] This 
God commanded Saul to execute, (1 Sam. xv. 3.) according 
to the doom passed upon them, after their fight with Israel, 
(Exod. xvii. 14. 16.) and he lost his kingdom for doing his 
work imperfectly; which the Vulgar Latin takes to be the 
meaning of the seventh verse of this chapter. Onkelos pa- 
raphrases the whole verse in this manner: " Amalek was 
the beginning of the wars with Israel, therefore his end 
shall be to perish for ever." The Jerusalem Targum more 
plainly, " The Amalekites were the first people that made 
war against Israel ; and in the latter days they shall make 
war against them," &c. 

Ver. 21. And he looked on the Kenites.] He standing 
now upon the top of Peor, which was, it is likely, the 
highest place of the country, (for which reason Balak 
brought him thither, after he had tried other high places, 
chap, xxiii, 28.) might see a great way, and possibly be- 
hold the very rocks wherein the Kenites dwelt. * But what 
vol. i. 



people ate meant by, this name, is not clearjy evident: for 
■ there were a people called Kenites, who were part of the 
nation that inhabited the land of Canaan: (Gen. xv. 19.) 
these cannot be here intended; for they were too far off 
from this place. And as for the Kenites mentioned in 
Judges i. 16. iv. 11. who dwelt among the Israelites when 
they came into Canaan, they had as yet no fixed state, but 
were with them in the wilderness* Therefore, it is likely, 
they were some of the kindred of Jethro (originally derived 
from the same family that he was of), who remained in 
Midian ; and adjoined so close to the country of the Ama- 
lekites, that they are said to dwell among them, (1 Sam. 
xv. 6.) For it is plain, the woTd Kent in Hebrew is the 
name of a people, not of a particular person ; and there 
might be a great many of them; some in Canaan, others 
in Midian; and of these latter, some went with the Is- 
raelites into Canaan when they conquered it, and others 
remained still in their own country : they s£em all to have 
been descended from one Ken, or Kain, mehtioned Judges 
iv. 11. (as Scaliger conjectures in his Elenchus Trihaeres. 
cap. 23.) Jethro's posterity being but one family of this 
people. 

Strong is thy dxoelling-place.] They were but a small 
people, who dwelt upon steep mountains. 

And puttest thy nest in a rock.] This is but a further 
description of their country in other words: for nest sig- 
nifies their habitation ; only it seems to import that their 
dwelling was little, in craggy mountains, where they looked 
upon themselves as very safe and secure, the access to 
them being very difficult : and from hence, I suppose, they 
were called Shelamites (as both the, Jerusalem Targum and 
Onkelos here term them, instead of Kenites), i. e* peace- 
able people; because nobody meddled with them, nor 
they with any body. 

Ver. 22. And the Kenite shall be toasted.] By little and 
little diminished. 

Until Asshur shall carry thee away captive.] Till at last 
they were all carried away by the Assyrians, when they 
overran Syria, (2 Kings xvi. 9.) 

< Ver. 23. And he took up his parable, and said.] Having 
rested awhile, he sighed, and said aloud, (see ver. 3.) 

Alas J who shall live when Goddoeth this?] What miser- 
able times will those be, when the Assyrians shall overrun 
a great part of the world ! how few mil escape their de- 
vastation ! or, who would not desire rather to die, than 
live in those days?, 

But some, I observe, refer this not to what goes before, 
but to what follows ; which relates to the desolations made 
by the following empires, especially the Roman* 

Ver. 24. And ships shall come from the coast of Chittim.] 
Whether this prophecy hath respect (in the word Chitting 
to the Greeks or to the Romans, or to both, it was plainly 
fulfilled, as the learned Huetius observes. But it must be 
noted, that not only St. Jerome, but Onkelos, and Jonathan, 
and the Jerusalem interpreter, and the Arabic, under- 
stand by Chittim the country of Italy, or some part thereof. 
And Bochartus proves, by many arguments, that the peo- 
ple of that country did descend from Chittim, (sec Gen. 
x. 4.) Yet it is not likely that Chittim, being the son of 
Javan who peopled Greece, went so far at first from the 
rest of his brethren ; but his children peopled some part 
thereabouts : from whence, in aftertimes, when they were 
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increased, they sent colonies into Italy ; particularly Ma- 
cedonia is called by the namo of Chittim, in the Book of 
Maccabees; (1 Mac. i. 1. viii. 5.) and therefore I take the 
Greeks under Alexander to be here intended in the first 
place, and then the Romans in the next; each of them ful- 
filling the several parts of this prophecy. • 

And shall afflict Asshnr.] This was done by Alexander, 
who overthrew the Persian empire, which ruled over the 
Chaldeans and Assyrians. So Theodoret understands the 
word Chittim, to signify Alexander and his Macedonians, 
whose country was anciently called Ma^n-ia, as Hesy- 
chius tells us, they being a mixture (as Mr. Mede probably 
conjectures in his forty-eighth Discourse, p. 377.) of the 
sonsofMadai and Chittim. The Romans, indeed, after- 
ward overthrew the Greek empire, but we do not read 
that they made war against the Assyrians till the time of 
Trajan, who subdued them, and reduced them into a pro- 
vince, as Dio relates, (lib. lxviii.) 

And shall afflict £&e?\] : This was done by the Romans, 
not by the Grecians. For we are to understand by .Eber, 
the ltebrew nation, called the children of Eber, Gen; 
x. 21. So the LXX. translate it, roitg 'Efipaiovg: the 
name of Hebrews being as plainly derived from Eber, as 
that of Jews.from, Judah. Now they were not afilicted by 
Alexander in his* conquests, but rather kindly treated by 
him: and therefore this cannot be meant of the Greeks; 
ynless we will think it fulfilled in the time of Antio- 
chus, who descended indeed from the Macedonians, buf 
did not come from that country; nor did he afflict them 
long/ much less make them desolate, as the Romans, 
under Vespasian and Titus, did ; which seems to be here 
intended. 

And they also shall perish for ever?] This doth not refer 
(o Eber, but to the nation that afflicted him, viz. the 
Roman empire; which he prophesies shall not always 
afflict others, but at last be utterly destroyed itself. Aben 
Ezra, indeed, refers it to the kingdom of the Seleucidfc, or 
the Greek empire : but R. Isaac, beforcmentioned, thinks 
the destruction of the Romans is intended in this pro- 
phecy; only he fancies it is to be accomplished by a 
Christ not yet come. 

Ver. 25/ And Balaam rose tip, and went.] As Balak had 
commanded him, (ver. 11.) 

And returned to his place.] Unto his country, viz. Meso- 
potamia; But be was detained by the Midianites in his 
passage thither ; among whom he was slain, as we read in 
the thirty-first chapter: for men are said to do that which 
they design and endeavour to do, (Exod. viii. 18. Numb, 
xiv. 40.) If this be not the meaning, then, after he came 
to his own country, he returned to the Midianites, at their 
entreaty, or by his own inclination ; and (either as he was 
going home, or when he came back) gave that impious 
counsel, Which was executed not long after this, as we 
find in the next chapter: for that he was the author of it, 
we are assured by three Divine writers. (See 2 Pet. ii. 15. 
Jude, ver. 11. Revel, ii. 14.) 

It is a strange exposition which Baal-Hatturim gives of 
his going to his place; that is, saith he, he went down into 
hell. But it may serve to confirm the common interpreta- 
tion of that which is said of Judas, Acts i. 25. 

And Balak also went his way.] To Kiriah-IIuzoth, I 
Suppose, mentioned chap, xxii. 39. 



CHAP. XXV. 

Ver. 1. JjlND Israel abode in Shittim.] A place in the 
plains of Moab, (where they lay, while the forementioned 
things were transacted, chap. xxii. 1.) called Ahel-Shit- 
tim, chap, xxxiii. 49. but it is usual to cut off the former 
part of a place's name, for shortness 1 sake : as in this very 
book, (chap, xxxii. 38.) Baal-meon for Beth-Baal-meon, 
as it is .called' Josh. xiii. 17. and Hermon commonly for 
Baal-Hermon ; and Nimrim for Beth-Nimrim. To which 
may be added, Salem for Jerusalem, (Psal. lxvi. 3.) This 
station was the last which the Israelites made, while they 
remained in the wilderness ; in which the rest of the things 
that follow, to the. end of the. book of Deuteronomy, were 
done. 

And the.people began to commit whoredom.] Both bodily 
and spiritual; into which they fell not long after Balaam 
was gone from Balak: though not all the people fell into 
this guilt, but a great many of them ; as appears from what 
follows, (ver. 4 — 6.) j .. 

- With the daughters. of Moab.] And of Midian also, as we 
learn from ver. G. 17, .18.' But those of.Moab are here alone 
mentioned ; because, it is likely, they began this wicked 
practice. I see no ground for what Greg. Nysscn saith, 
that the Israelites having vanquished theMoabites in a bat- 
tle, fell in love with the captives which they had taken, 
being overcome by lust, when they had been victorious in 
war; as he speaks, lib. de Vita Mosis, p. 186. It is some- 
thing more probable, that the prophecy of Balaam being 
spread abroad among the Moabites concerning the great 
blessings God designed to bestow upon the Israelites, par- 
ticularly that of the Messiah, it might excite in the wo- 
men of Moab a desire to have children , by the men of 
Israel, that they might partake in their blessings ; unto 
which they might think they had some title, being de- 
scended from the eldest daughter of Lot, the son of Abra- 
ham's brother. This might pass for truth, if it were not 
very evident from the following story, that the daughters 
of Moab exposed themselves, by Balaam's counsel, to the 
lust of the Israelites, that by this means they might seduce 
them to idolatry, and so make them lose* the blessing in- 
tended for them. For that this was done by Balaam's ad- 
vice, there is no doubt. , (Sec chap. xxxi. 1G.) And the 
Jews have also a conceit that he ever had been an enemy 
unto Israel, being one of Pharaoh's privy-council, who ad- 
vised him to dtown their children ; as the talc is told in the 
Talmud, m the title Sanhedrin, cap. rdt But this is to 
make him to have been now of a greater age, than we have 
reason to believe (viz. two hundred and ten years old, ac- 
cording to their own computation), and quite contrary to 
what others of them say, that- he lived but half his time, 
according to the Psalmist, (Psalm lv. 23.) 
Ver. 2. And they.] That is, the daughters of Moab. 
Called the people.] Invited them to a feast: for the or- 
dinary charms unto idolatry, were good victuals and bad 
women. 

Unto thesacrifices of their gods.] To eat of the sacrifices 
which had been offered to their gods, particularly to Baal- 
Peor. These feasts upon their sacrifices were very mag- 
nificent among the heathen, being accompanied with music 
and dancing, and sometimes pompous processions, which 
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enticed youthful minds to partake of them. Here the Is- 
raelites, casting their eyes upon the daughters of Moab 
(which doubtless on this occasion appeared in the best 
dress and richest ornaments), were smitten witlv their 
beauty, and courted their enjoyment; who would not yield 
to this motion, but upon condition that they would first 
worship their gods : whereupon, pulling a little image of 
Peor out of their bosom, they presented it to the Israelites 
to kiss it, and desired them to eat of the sacrifices that had 
been offered to him. Thus, the Jewish doctors tell the story. 
And indeed it hath been observed by- the writers of the 
church, that women have been the most dangerous se- 
ducers of men from the true .religion ; being from the be- 
ginning the spreaders of the old heresies. For Simon Ma- 
gus advanced his heresy, "Helenae meretricis adjutus aux- 
ilio," being assisted by the help of the harlot Helena. Nico- 
laus of Antioch also, chords daxitfceniineos. The famous 
Marcion sent before him some Roman ladies to prepare 
his way. Apelles, Montanus, Arius, Donatus, did all take 
the same course ; as St. Jerome shews in his book Adver- 
sus Pelagianos. 

And the people did eat.] Which was an act of idolatry 
(as to eat of the Lord's sacrifices was an act of Divine 
worship), whereby they owned themselves the servants of 
the gods of Moab. (Sec Exod. xxxiv. 15.) 
• And bowed down to their gods.] This Avas still a more 
plain act of idolatrous worship, expressly forbidden by 
God in the second commandment. 

- Ver. 3. And Israel was joined unto Baal-Peor.] This 
seems to signify, that they were devoted to the service of 
this idol in great affection; with which they performed the 
forenamed actions. The Jews commonly take this Baal- 
Peor to have been no. better than a Priapus ; and the wor- 
ship of him to have consisted in such obscene practices, or 
postures at least, as are not fit to be named. Particularly 
their great commentary upon Numbers saith, that the 
Israelites being unwilling to enjoy their women upon those 
terms, they told them they needed only to uncover their 
nakedness before Baal-Peor, which was all the worship 
required of them: unto which they easily submitted. This 
Maimonides relates for a truth, that his worship consisted 
in revealing their secret parts before him, (More Nevochim, 
par. iii. cap. 45.) But Solomon Jarchi goes further, making 
this worship to consist in actions as ridiculous- as they 
were beastly. All which seems to me very unlikely; and so 
it doth to several men of great judgment, particularly Mr. 
Seldcn; who thinks, with great probability, that Pcor (as 
I observed before, chap, xxiii. 28.) being the name of a 
mountain in the country of Moab, the temple of Baal stood 
upon it (by whom some understand Saturn, others the sun, 
'which is most likely), and thence he was called Baal-Peor, 
because there he was especially worshipped; as Jupiter 
was called Olympius, because he was worshipped in a fa- 
mous temple, which stood on the mountain Olympus. And 
every one knows, that anciently they chose the highest 
mountains, before all other places, for the Divine service; 
insomuch, that at Jerusalem the temple was set upon- the 
hill of Sion, which the Psalmist saith God preferred before 
all other places, (Psal. Ixxviii. 68.) Or Peor, perhaps, was 
the name of some great prince (as the same Mr. Selden 
conjectures), translated into the number of the gods; for 
the Psalmist saith, (Psal. cvi. 28.) that when they worship- 

Digitized b 



ped Baal-Peor, they ate the sacrifices of the dead; which 
seems to signify, that in him they worshipped some dead 
man, who perhaps was the first iustitutor of this worship, 
whatsoever it was. Another great man of our own na- 
tion hath said much to strengthen this opinion; having 
shewn at large, that the ancient heathens were wont to 
deify the souls of men, and canonize them after death ; and 
these were called Baalim, being accounted an inferior sort 
of deities, who they fancied were ministers fqr them to their 
celestial gods. (See Mr. Mede, book iii. p. 724, &c.) Yet 
it must be acknowledged, that- there are others of great 
note who take all for truth which the Jewish writers report 
concerning the filthy \Vorship of Baal-Peor, and. imagine 
that fornication was a part of it; as in future times it was 
both among the Greeks and Romans, in the worship. of 
some of their gods. For what the Jews found then prac- 
tised, they fancied was done in these early days ;. but it is 
observable, that the more ancient the books of the Je\ys 
are, which speak of this matter, the less they say of the im- 
purities in the service of Baal-Peor. For example, the 
Jerusalem Talmud hath none of that lewd stuff in it, which 
Solomon Jarchi, upon this place, took out of the Babylo- 
nian ; which was composed long after the former. 

And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel.] 
As appeared immediately, by the severe punishment he 
inflicted on .them,- both for their idolatry and for .their for- 
nication. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Take all the heads of the 
people, and Iiang them up.] The plain meaning seems to be, 
that he should take, i. e. cause to be apprehended, the heads 
of the people, i.e. the rulers of thousands and hundreds, 
and other principal persons in their tribes, who had been 
guilty of the foul idolatry beforementioned ; and by hang- 
ing them up, put a stop to the people's lewdness, when they 
saw these great men made public examples of God's dis- 
pleasure. For it is very likely, more of the princes of the 
people were guilty besides Zimri; especially if it be true, 
which the Samaritan Chronicle affirms, that the daughters 
of the chief men of Moab were sent finely dressed to allure 
the Israelites ; and one of the king's daughters among. the 
rest. But, though the LXX. and the Vulgar, and Symma- 
chus, thus understand it, that he commanded the heads of 
the people to be hanged up ; yet a great many other an- 
cient translators, and many famous doctors, take the word 
otham(them whom he commanded to be hanged up) not to 
refer to the heads of the people, but to such as had joined 
themselves to Baal-Peor: and they interpret the foregoing 
words, as if he had bid him take unto him(i. e, to his assist- 
ance) the heads of the people, as. they think he did, as is 
related in the next verse. The judges indeed, there men- 
tioned, seem to be distinct from the heads of the people ; 
and Moses did not take them to his assistance, but com- 
manded them to do their duty. Yet it must be -acknow- 
ledged that there is a great current of interpreters which 
runs the other way ; as if Moses was commanded to order 
the judges to assemble and call before them such as were 
suspected; and' having examined the fact, accordingly 
proceed against them, and punish such as had offended. 
Thus the Samaritan copy reads it expressly, and so Onkc- 
los, and the paraphrast called Uziclides, and the Jerusalem 
Targum, and the Arabic translation of Saadia Gaon : and 
both the Talmudists and Karaites agree in this sense, as 
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Sir. Seidell shews at large, lib. ii. de Synedriis, cap. 1. 
n. 10. and Joh. Coch upon the Gcmara of the Sanhcdrin, 
cap. 4. sect. 4. where he observes that Abcn Ezra, and So- 
lomon Jarchi thus interpret it, and takes the meaning to be 
certain, that the heads of the people should divide them- 
selves into several courts of judgment, and examine who 
had committed idolatry; and after conviction cause thcra 
to be hanged. For there is great reason to think the con- 
stitution of judges, by Jcthro's advice, continued all the 
time they were in the wilderness ; who might easily find out 
the guilty in their several divisions. 

Before the Lord.'] i.e. Before the sanctuary; as men 
who had forsaken the worship of their God, and by his 
sentence were adjudged to die. 

Against the sun.] Openly, that all the people might sec, 
and fear to sin. So both It. Solomon and Abcn Ezra ex- 
pound it. For this was a peculiar mark of the Divine dis- 
pleasure against idolaters and blasphemers, that they should 
be hanged up, and publicly exposed, after they had suffered 
death. For none were hanged alivo among the Hebrews ; 
but first stoned (which was the common punishment of the 
forenamed offenders), and then hanged up in the eyes of 
all; as R. Solomon expounds this phrase against the sun. 

That the fierce anger of the Lord may be turned from 
Israel.] By their zeal to vindicate the Divine honour. 

Ver. 5. And 3Ioses said unto the judges of Israel.] Some 
take these for the seventy ciders, mentioned chap. xi. 25. 

Slay ye.] By hanging them up, as some understand it. 
But the Hebrew word imports killing with the sword; 
which they commanded their officers to do, with the assist- 
ance of such as abhorred the wickedness of their neigh- 
bours. 

Every one his men.] The seventy elders, being appointed 
to be coadjutors to Moses in the government, made a divi- 
sion of the people, it is most likely, into so many districts : 
and each of them having the charge of one, all the people 
therein are called his men; of whom he was to give an 
account. 

That were joined unto Baal-Peor.] Who were so well 
known, that there was no danger of slaying the innocent. 

Ver. 6. And, behold.] This which follows is the more 
wonderful, if the judges had already begun to execute the 
foregoing command; and argues Ziinri to have been very 
impudently wicked, who thought himself so great a man, 
that no judge durst meddle with him. 

One of the children of Israel came and brought unto his 
brethren;] In the camp of Israel, or into the tent where his 
Own family dwelt. 

A Midianitish woman.] By which it appears that both 
nations, Moab and Midian, were in this plot against Israel. 

In the sight of Moses.] A high contempt of his autho- 
rity; and of God's also, whose servant Moses w r as. 

And in the sight of all the congregation of the children 
of Israel] This seems to be a further aggravation of his 
sin, that he was not content to go to the women who in- 
vited them, (ver. 2.) but brought one of them along with 
him into the camp of Israel ; and this he did before the face 
of all the people, as well as of Moses ; and that when they 
were mourning for this sin, as it here follows. 

Who tvere weeping before the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation.] This shews, that though there were great 
numbers engaged in this defection, yet the generality of the 
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people clave unto the Lord, and bewailed the wickedness of 
their brethren, most earnestly imploring God's mercy to- 
wards them.' 

Ver. 7. And when Phineas, the son of Eleazar, the son 
of Aaron, the priest, &c] A man of great authority, being 
next to the high-priest, whom he succeeded in his office, 
as he did Joshua (if we may believe some writers) in the 
government of all Israel. 

lie rose up.] His spirit (as St. Luke speaks of St. Paul) 
was stirred in him ; and being inspired with a holy zeal was 
moved to do what follows. 

From among the congregation.] Who were weeping at 
the door of the tabernacle; or rathfer, from among thfc 
judges with whom he was assembled, being one of them : 
so Jonathan ; he rose up from the midst of the Sarihedrin* 
For, as Bonav. Cornel. BcrtTamus thinks, Eleazar, after 
the death of Aaron, appointed his son Phineas to be prince 
of the Levitcs; which he thinks appears, not only from his 
rising up here, from the midst of the judges of Israel, but 
from the embassy, wherein he was employed by Joshua, 
unto the Rcubenitcs, &c. beyond Jordan, Josh. xxii. 14. 
and from 1 Chron. ix. 20, where he is said to be rider over 
the Korahites ; which signifies, he thinks, such a pre-emi- 
nence as Eleazar himself had over the Levitcs, while his 
father Aaron lived, (dc Repub. Jud. cap. 15.) And indeed 
the Psalmist saith, that Phineas stood up and executed judg- 
ment, (Psal. cvi. 39.) which seemsto import that he acted 
as a judge, but by an extraordinary motion: which made 
him kill the offenders with his" own hands, without a judi- 
cial process against them. 

And took a javelin in his hand.] Or a sword, as Josephus 
calls it; which he snatched out of the hand of Moses, as 
the tradition is in Pirke Eliezer, cap. 47. 

Ver. 8. And he went after the man of Israel into the tent.] 
It is an unusual word in the Hebrew which we translate 
tent ; importing a private, secret place like a cave, as kub- 
ba or kobba is thought to signify, which the Arabians call 
alebbba; from whence comes the word alcove; which sig- 
nifies, as Bochart observes, " conclave camcrati opcris, 
quo lectus circumdatur:" a room of arched work, which 
incloses a bed in it. (Sec his Hierozoicon, par. i. p. nit.) 

And thrust both of them through, the man of Israel, and 
the woman.] This he did, saith Philo, iTQQara^avrQg Mwu- 
vLwQ,by the command of Moses; but should rather have 
said, by a Divine instigation; which he followed, when the 
rest of the judges were afraid (as some conceive) to meddle 
with so great a man as Zimri was. And upon this fact, 
the Jews ground that which they call the judgment of zeal, 
which authorized them, who were full of zeal, to punish 
such as blasphemed God, or profaned the temple, &c. in 
the presence often men of Israel, without a formal process 
against them. Thus Matthias killed a Jew who sacrificed 
after the manner of the Greeks; (1 Maccab. ii. 24.) and 
three hundred others were killed by their countrymen, as 
is related in the book commonly called the Third Book of 
Maccabees. And upon the pretence of such zeal, St. Ste- 
phen was stoned, and St.Paul intended to be killed, &c. 
as Grotius observes, (lib. ii. dc Jure Belli ct Pacis, cap. 
20. sect. 9. and see Scldcn dc Jure Nat. et Gent. lib. iv. 
cap. 4.) But tins judgment (as they call it) seems not to 
be well grounded upon the fact of Phineas, who was a pub- 
lic person, and had an extraordinary motion, not to be imi- 
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tated by private men; nor was it followed till the latter 
times of the state of that nation. 

Through her belly.] The Vulgar hath it, through her se- 
cret parts. And so the Jews in Pirke Eliezer, (cap. 47.) and 
in other books, such as Pesikta and Siphri; where they 
make many miracles to have concurred in this fact ; parti- 
cularly, they say, that the relations of Zimri going to fall 
upon Phineas for killing their prince, the angel of the Lord 
smote them, and cut them off. 

So the plague was stayed from the children of Israel.'] It 
seems a pestilential disease (as Josephus calls it) swept 
away many of the offenders, who could not so speedily be 
punished by the judges: but it stopped immediately upon 
this pious act of Phineas. 

Ver. 9. And those that died of the plague were twenty 
and four thousand.] There were but twenty and three thou- 
sand who died of the plague itself, as the apostle tells us, 
(1 Cor. x. 8.) but there were a thousand more taken off in 
the plague time, or during the plague, as the Hebrew words 
may be read: for, in the twenty and four thousand, Moses 
comprehends all those who Avere killed by the sword, in the 
day of the plague, (as the phrase is ver. 18.) whereas St. 
Paul reckons those only who died of the pestilence, as 
many have observed, particularly Bochartus, (lib. ii.Hie- 
roz. cap. 34. par. L) It is probable that from hence it Avas, 
that the author of the Samaritan Chronicle took up -a con? 
ccit, that the king of Moab sent twenty-four thousand dam- 
sels to seduce the Israelites; as Hottinger reports his 
words, in his Smegma Orientale, (cap. 8. p. 448.) 

Ver. 10. And the Lord spalce unto Moses, saying.] After 
the plague was stayed, it is likely, Moses went into, the ta- 
bernacle to give God thanks for his m^rcy to his people ; 
and then he spake to him Avhat here follows. 

Ver. 11. Phineas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron 
the priest, hath turned my wrath away front the children of 
Israel.] Though they Avept and mourned before the door of 
the tabernacle, yet that did not prevail so much for mercy 
as this heroic act of justice. 

Wliile he was zealous for my sake among them.] With a 
fervent and courageous affection vindicated the Divine ho- 
nour, by a speedy punishment of those notorious offenders. 

Tltat I consumed not the children of Israel in my jealousy.] 
Did not proceed to destroy them by the pestilence, Avhcn I 
was so highly incensed against them. For it is observed 
by Herodotus himself in his Euterpe, that twv /ityoXwv aSt- 
tcr)fjLUTU)v fxtyaXcu tial kol ri/zwpfcu Trapa rov Qtov, for great 
crimes there are as great punishments sent from God; Avhich 
is necessary for the public good : for unless, by such means, 
a stop be put to open impurities, to murders, and such-like 
crimes, not only all civil society will be overturned, but 
nations become so Avickcd, that they will be fit for nothing 
hut to be rooted out, by the Divine vengeance, as the Ca- 
naanites Avere. Thus Cicero discourses, (Philip, viii.) " In 
corpore, si quid ejusmodi est, quod reliquo corpori no- 
ceat," &c. In the body, if there be any thing which hurts the 
rest of the body, it is necessary to cut it off, or to burn it, 
that some one member, rather than the whole body perish: 
and so it is in the body of the commonwealth: " ut totnm sal- 
Yumsit,quicquidestpestiferumainputetur;" that the whole 
may be preserved, let that which is infectious be lopped off. 

Ver. 12. Wherefore say.] Unto Phineas, or unto all the ' 
people. 



Behold, I give thee my covenant of peace.] The word 
peace, in Scripture, comprehends all manner of blessings: 
and therefore this is a solemn promise and engagement to 
make him and his family prosperous: the particular bless- 
ing Avhich he entails upon him, following in the next verse. 
But some will have this to signify, that he should be the 
great reconciler of God to his people, and make peace bd- 
tAveen them hereafter, as he had done at present. Philo 
seems to think this and the priesthood to be tAvo distinct 
things; Avhen he saith, God crowned his piety Slttoic Swptcu<?, 
ap/jvp Kol hpovvv-Q, with two gifts, peace and the priesthood. ' 
And the Jews make peace' to consist in a long life of pros- 
perity; Avhich was fulfilled in Phineas's person, Avho lived 
till the latter times of the judges, (Judg. xxi. 28.) Pirke 
Eliezer interprets it, He gave him the life of this world, and 
of the next. 

Ver. 13. And he shall have it, and his seed after him.] It 
shall continue in his family. * 

Even the covenant of an everlasting priesthood.] This is 
the particular happiness Avhich God settled upon him and 
his posterity, as long as their state lasted ; Avhich Avas with 
some limitation, it appears by this, that after some succes- 
sions in the line of Phineas, the priesthood came, for a 
time, into the family of Eli, who Avas descended from Itha- 
mar the youngest son of Aaron : the reason of it is not men- 
tioned in the Scripture; but some great sin, it is reason- 
able to suppose, provoked God to set aside the line of 
Eleazar for some years, till Eli's sons also became so 
-wicked,, that the priesthood was taken from them, and re- 
stored in the days of Solomon to the posterity of Phineas, 
Avith Avhom it continued as long as the priesthood lasted. 
What sin this Avas, and Avhen committed, we do not knbw*. 
Some of the HebreAV doctors are so bold as to say, it was 
-because Phineas would not absolve Jephthah from his 
voAV,*as Mr. Selden.observes, (lib. i. de Success, in Pontif. 
cap. 2.) But as there is no ground for this, and such-like 
fancies, Avhich others of them have, so it is moire probable 
that some of Phineas's successors offended, rather than 
he himself; his posterity for four generations holding the 
priesthood, before it Avas translated to Eli, as Josephus 
and others (mentioned by Selden'in the place* before- 
named) make account. 

iEgidius Camartus, in his book* de RebusEliae, cap. 3. 
sect. 5. and Cornel. Bertram, cap. 15. de Repub. Jud. v 
imagine, that in those confusedtimes, none of the priests 
were found fit to administer the affairs of the nation; but 
Eli alone; and therefore he Avas appointed by God to it; 
as appears from 1 Sam. ii. 30. But L'Empereur, in his an- - 
notations upon Bertram, Avell observes, that it being the 
constant course of God's proceedings, to continue his mer- 
cies to the Israelites, according to his promise, While they 
Avere obedient, but to take them away Avhen they became 
disobedient ; it is highly reasonable to conclude ther6 was 
some great offence given to God by some of the race of 
Phineas, Avhich Avas the cause that they lost this dignity : 
but so constant was God to his promise, that he preserved 
his line in a continued succession of twelve persons, froni 
Phineas to Azariah, Avho "executed the priest's ofiice iiithcJ 
temple thatSolomon built in Jerusalem," as Ave readlChron. 
vi. 4. to the 10th: from Avhich time, to the captivity 61 
Babylon, there Avere nine more, as Ave -read there in the 
folloAving verses : and after the end of the captivity, unto 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



014 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap. XXVI. 



'the time of Antiochus Eupator, the Jews reckon fifteen' 
.more, the last of which, Onias, was killed by Lysias: and 
«after him there were eight of the family of the Asmoneei ; 
.the last of which, Aristobulus, was killod by Herod, who 
.after that made whom he pleased. 

Because he tuas^jealonsforhis God.] God, who searches 
-the hearts, saw that this motion proceeded not from any 
^private .passion, but out of pure love and fervent affection 
to him, and from indignation to see his Divine Majesty 
x so affronted. For zeal is a mixed affection of love and 
.anger. 

* , And made <zn atonement for the children of Israel] Pro- 
cured a pardon for all his brethren, avroiaXcuarw kq\ i£c- 
Xov(>7<|>' oirovSy (as Philo expresses it), by his uncom* 
.vxanded and spontaneous diligence to vindicate God's ho- 
nour, flowing from his sincere devotion to God's service. 
- Ver. 14. Noiu the name of the Israelite tiiat was slain, 
even that was slain with the Midianitish woman.] God 
would have his name stand upon record, partly to make it 
infamous, and partly to do honour to Phineas, who durst 
venture to set upon a man who had so great an interest in 
, -his tribe, as is mentioned in the next words, 

Zimri, the son of Salu, a prince.] Not the chief of the 
whole tribe, but of a great family in that tribe. 

Of a house ^among the Simeonites.] In the Hebrew the 
•words are, 0/ ahonse of a father. For the tribes were di- 
vided into families, and these into houses, every one of 
which had ahead or chief, (see the first chapter of this 
•book, ver. 2.) and Zimri was one of those principal per- 
sons, though not prince of all the Simeonites* 
. Ver. 15. And the name of the Midianitish woman that was 
slain was Cozbi, the daughter of Zur.] This is set down 
also, to shew how little Phineas feared the great men, 
.either. in Israel, or -elsewhere: for Zur is reckoned after- 
ward as one of the kings of Midian, (chap. xxxL 8.) or 
princes, (Josh. xiii. 2L) 

He was head over a people, and vf a. chief house in jft- 
dian.] The Hebrew word ummoth (which we translate peo- 
ple) signifies nations; so that if we translate these words 
exactly, they sound thus, he was head of nations, of a house 
of a father in Midian ; that is, chief of divers families, who 
all sprung from the same father or original in that country. 
Ven 16. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] Some 
time after this, though not long, (as appears from chap. 
.xxxi. 1, 2.) but a little before Moses's death. 
; « Ver. 17. Vex the Midianites.] Among whom this perni- 
cious contrivance was hatched: for Balak being so in- 
censed against Balaam, that he bade him begone, in all 
haste, out of this country, (chap. xxiv. 11.) Balaam would 
not stay to propound unto him this mischievous advice 
which was in his head, but went to the Midianites, and 
there discovered it; which was the same tiling, he knew, as 
if he, had acquainted Balak with it, there being a great 
friendship between the two nations, (chap, xxxii. 4.) It is 
likely, also, that the Midianites were the first that advised 
Balaam should be sent for, which made their guilt the 
greater: but the Moabitcs did not escape, though (for Lot's 
sake, perhaps, Deut. ii. 9.) their punishment was deferred 
till future times, as Balaam prophesied, {chap. xxiv. 17.) 
and they were also excluded, by a law made immediately 
after this, from the society of the Israelites, for this very 
fact, (chap* xxiii. 3, 4-) 



And smite tkem.] With the sword f as we find they did, 
chap. xxxi. 

Ver. 18. For they vex you with their wiles.] Have sorely 
distressed you by their subtle devices. 

Wherewith they have beguiletlyon, in the matter ofPeor.] 
Drawn you in to commit foul idolatry. Here Peor, which 
was a mountain in Moab, where Baal had a temple, (as I 
observed, chap, xxiii. 28.) is used for the idol itself, which 
was there worshipped, being a contraction of Baal-Peor; 
and so it is chap, xxxi/18. Josh. xxii. 17. 

And in the matter of Cozbi.] And into lewd filthiness 
with idolatrous *women. 

lite daughter of a prince of Midian.] By whose consent, 
no doubt, she went upon this wicked design; that, by her 
noble garb and attendance, she might the more powerfully 
entice the great men of Israel to idolatry. 

Their sister.] Whom the whole family were content to 
prostitute, that they might compass the destruction of the 
Israelites: but by sister may be meant one of the same 
country or nation; the same kind of language being used 
among them that was among the Jews; who called one an- 
other brethren and sisters (being descended from the same 
stock), as Christians did all those that were of their reli- 
gion. 

Which was slain in the day of the plague.] When so; 
many thousands fell by the pestilence. 

For Peor 9 s sake.] For worshipping Baal-Peor; into 
which they were inveigled by the women, who invited them 
to a feast, and there, by their charms, excited another 
fleshly appetite in them, which they would not let them 
satisfy, unless they would both eat of their sacrifices and 
worship their idol; and perhaps they told them it was not 
lawful for them to consent to their desire, unless they would 
be of their religion. 



CHAP. XXVI. 

Ver. 1. JIlND it came to pass after the plague.] Men* 
tioned in the foregoing chapter, ver. 9. 17. though some 
fancy it refers unto all the plagues that had swept away all 
the former generation, except two persons. It is likely 
this may be done in the eighth month of the fortieth year, 
after they came out of Egypt. 

The Lord spake unto Moses, and unto Eleazar, the son of 
Aaron the priest, saying.] As God had formerly joined 
Aaron with Moses, (Numb. i. 1. 17. ii. 1, iv. 1, &c.) so now 
Aaron being dead, he joins his son Eleazar with him, to 
shew that he succeeded not only in his place and office, but 
also in his authority* 

Ver. 2. Take the sum of all the congregation of the chil- 
dren of Israel.] They had been twice numbered before 
this; once, before the building of the tabernacle, in the 
first year after they came out of Egypt, when they paid 
every man half a shekel towards it, (Exod. xxx. 11. 13. 
xxxviii. 25.) and again, when they were to be encamped, 
in the second month of the second year, (Numb. i. 1,2, 
&c.) And now, all those men who had been then numbered 
(thirty-eight years ago) being dead (as appears from ver. 
64. of this chapter), God commands them to be numbered 
a third time; partly, that he might demonstrate his faith- 
fulness to his word, in multiplying them vastly, notwith- 
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standing all their provocations (for their number was with- 
in eighteen hundred and twenty as many as they were : at 
the last muster), and partly that the land they were now 
going to possess, might be the more easily divided among 
the tribes in just and equal proportions. 

From twenty years. old and upwards, throughout their 
fathers 9 house, all that are able to go to xvar in Israel.'] All 
this is explained in the first chapter, ver. 2, 3; 

Vcr. 3. And Moses and Eleazar the priest spake with 
them.'] With the beads of the several tribes; who, it is 
likely, were to assist in this numbering, as they did in the 
former, (Numb. i. .4; 16, 17.) , . 

In the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho, saying.] 
See chap.xxii. 1. 

Ver. 4. Take. the sum of the people.] These words arc 
not in the Hebrew; but some words of this kind are to be 
understood, that. they spake with them about numbering 
the people, from twenty years old and upwards, as it here 
follows. 

As the Lord commanded Moses and the children of Israel, 
which went forth out of the land of Egypt.] He bade them 

k proceed according to the directions God had formerly 
given, in the second month of the second year, after they 
came out of Egypt, (Numb. i. 1.) . - 

Ver. 5, 6. Reuben, the eldest son of Jacob.] This number- 
ing being performed as the former was, Moses uses more 
concise language in the account he gives of it; as he doth 
in the foregoing verse, and in this, and those that follow; 
where he sets down the number of every tribe, and the 
families from whence they sprung, without saying, Those 
tliat were numbered of the tribe of Reuben were, &c. as he 
<loth, Numb, i.21, &c. 

TJie children of Hanoch, of whom came the family of the 
'[Hanochites, &c] The four sons of Reuben (whose families 
here follow) arc mentioned both in Genesis xlvi. 9. and in 
Exodus vi. J4. and are here mentioned again ; because he 
intends to set down the names both of the children and 
grandchildren of one of his sons, which he did not before. 

Vcr. 7. These are the families of the Renbeniles.] The 
word we translate families, rather signifies nations (gentes) 
or kindreds, as we translate it, Psal. xxii. 27. ♦ Vox all 
that sprung from those seventy persons who came with 
Jacob into Egypt, arc called by this name of mispecoth, 
which the LXX. here translate Iniioi, people ; which were . 
divided into houses, as the Hebrews call them, and those 
houses into particular persons : this is plain from Josh.. vii. 
14. where, for the discovery of him that had sinned in the 
accursed thing, God commanded the Israelites to be brought 
by their tribes, and then that tribe by the families belonging 
to it; and that family which the Lord took by households; 
and that household man by man. 

And they that were numbered of them were forty and three 
thousand and seven hundred and thirty.] This being com- 
pared with Numb. i. 21. it appears this tribe was less than 
it was eight-and-thirty years ago, by near three thousand 
men: for some whole households had been destroyed^ as it 
follows, ver. 9. 

Vcr. 8. And the sonsof Pallu, Eliab.] He speaks in the 
plural number, when there was but one son of Pallu,.which 
is very usual in the Scripture language: (sec Gen. xix. 29. 
xxi, 7. xlvi. 7. and in this very chapter, vcr. 42.) 

Eliab.] I|e, doth not say from him came the family of the 



Eliabites ; .for he made only a household in the family (as 
we call it) of the Palluitcs. 

Vcr. 9. And the sons of Eliab, Nemuel, and Dathan, and 
Abiram.] The same must be observed of these, that fami- 
lies, did not spring from them; but they were households 
belonging to the family of the Palluites. 

Tliis is that Dathan and Abiram.] They are here again 
mentioned; partly to set a new brand upon them, for their 
insolent rebellion against Moses, and partly to shew how - 
the Reubenites came to be so diminished. 

Famous in the congregation.] Sec chap. xvi. 2. 

Who strove against Moses, and against Aaron, in the 
company of Korah.] They joined with Korah, who seem* * 
to have been the chief incendiary ; for he is mentioned first 
in chap. xvi. 1. j 

Wlien they strove against the Lord.] Who had appointed 
Aaron alone to be the high-priest, and his sons to minister 
in the priest's office ; which these men would have usurped; - 
chap. xvi. 1L. where it. is said expressly, "they were ga-* • 
thered together against the Lord." 

Ver. 10. And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed 
them up together with Korah.] These words seem to im- 
port, that Korah was swallowed up with Dathan and Abir • 
ram, as I have observed upon chap. xvi. 32. (Sec there.) 
But it must be acknowledged, that these words may receive * 
another interpretation, and that very natural, in this manner: * 
The earth opened her mouth and swallowed them up, (viz. 
Dathan and Abiram, and the rest, mentioned chap. xvi. 32.) 
and then the next words, veeth Korah, may be thus trans- 
lated, and as for Korah (who was* the great incendiary) 
when that company died, i. e. he died when the company 
which offered incense died: for there: is in many places a 
defect of a word, to be supplied from the word that follows; 
This is a very easy construction; and agrees with the 
Psalmist, Psal. cvi. 17. .where he mentions, only Dathan \ 
and Abiram's company as swallowed up; and then adds, 
(vcr. 18.) " A fire was kindled in their company (r. e. in 'the 
other company of rebels), and the flame burnt up the wickr .• 
cd;" viz. Korah, and those that were with him. 

What time the fire devoured two hundred and fifty men.] 
Sec chap. xvi. 35. lftheinterpretationnowmentionedofthe 
foregoing words be admitted, then Korah must be added - 
to the number of the two hundred and fifty men; which 
Moses takes' occasion to explain in this place. . s 

And they became a sign.] A monument of God's displea- 
sure against those that affront his ministers ; to give warnr 
ing unto all posterity not to follow their pernicious courses. 

Vcr. ML. Notwithstanding the children of Korah died not.] 
As those of Dathan and Abiram did ; but their family conr 
tinned famous in David's time: for perhaps they left their 
father, and departed from the tents of those wicked men;, as 
Moses by God's command exhorted the congregation, (chap. 
xvi. 24. 26.) and they obeyed, (ver. 27.) 

Ver. 12, 13. The sons of Simeon after, their families, &c] 
His sons are reckonedup here just as they are Gen. xlvi. 
10. and Exod. vi. 15. only one of them,, viz. Ohad, is here 
omitted; bccause,„either he had no children, or his family 
was extinct before this time. The first of them also, viz. 
Nemuel, is there called Jennie!;; and Jachin, in 1 Chron. 
iv.24.-is called Jarib ;• thcro being some reason, in process 
of time, for such.altcrations. 

Ver. 14. These are the families of (he Simeonites, twenty 
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and two thousand and two hundred.] There was a wonder- 
ful decrease of this tribe in the space of thirty and eight 
years : for they were fewer by above thirtyrseven thousand 
than they were at the last numbering. (Sec chap. i. 23.) 
Many of them, it is probable, being in the same crime with 
. Zimri, and the plague falling most heavily upon this tribe, 
whom Moses in Deuteronomy xxxiii. doth not bless. 

Ver. 15—17. And the children of Gad after their fami- 
lies.] They are reckoned here next to the Simconitcs, be- 
cause they lay encamped next to them, under the standard 
of Reuben, (Numb. ii. 10, 11, &c.) 

OfZephon the family of the Zephonites, &c] They are 
reckoned up in the same manner, Gen. xlvi. 1G. only he 
that is here called Zephon, is there called Ziphon ; and 
Osni is there called Ezbon; and Arod called Arodi. 

Ver. 18. These are the families of the children of Gad, 
according to those that were numbered of them, forty thou- 
sand and five hundred.] This tribe also was less by above 
five thousand. th^n before, (chap. i. 25.) 

Ver. 19. The so?is ofJudah, Er and Onan.] These were 
his eldest sons, but died without issue before the children 
of Israel went down into Egypt, as it here follows. (See 
Gen. xxxviii. 1, 2, &c.) 

Ver. 20. And the sons ofJudah after their families were, 
&c] Now he reckons those of his sons who made fami- 
lies, which were three : as we read also Gen. xlvi. 12. i - 
. Ver. 21. And the sonsofPharez were Hezron, &c] Here 
he numbers two of Judah's grandchildren, as he did one 
of Reuben's, ver. G. only with this difference, that these 
two made families in Israel, which his grandson did not; 
they being substituted instead of Er and Onan, who died 
without children. Or rather, the family of PhaTez growing 
very great, there was a subdivision made of it. into the 
other families, who were all still Pharezitcs (for Pharez 
had no other children but these two, to make a family of 
that name), but called by these two names of Hczrbnites 
and Hamulites, because the Pharezites were grown too big 
to be one family, and therefore parted into two. 

Ver. 22. These are the families of Judah, according to 
those that were numbered of them, threescore and sixteen 
thousand and five hundred.] This tribe was very numerous 
before, above all the rest; and now this new generation, 
which sprung up instead of the old (who were all destroyed 
except Caleb), exceeded them two thousand. So faithful 
was God to his promise, that this should be a most power- 
ful tribe. (Sec Numb. i. 27.) 

Vct. 23. Tlie sons of Issachar after their families.] He 
and Zebulonare mentioned next, because they lay en- 
camped together, under the standard of Judah. (See 
Numb. ii. 5 — 7.) 

•. Of Tola, the family of the Tolaites.] A wonderful fruit- 
ful family, and very valiant: there being of this one family 
twenty-two thousand and six hundred men in tho days of 1 
David, (1 Chron. vii. 2.) 

• OfPua, the family of the Punites.] He is called Phu- 
vah, Gen. xlvi. 13. 

Ver. 24. Of Jashub.] Who is called Job in the same 
place. 

. Ver. 25. Threescore and four thousand and three hun- 
dred.] This tribe also was exceedingly increased ; being 
near ten thousand more now than they were at their first 
numbering, (chap. i. 29. ii. G.) 



Ver. 2G. Of the sons of Zebulun after their families.] 
There is no chango in their names; which are the same, 
without any alteration, as when they went into Egypt, 
(Gen. xlvi. 14.) 

Ver. 27. Those that were numbered of them, threescore 
thousand and five hundred.] This tribe likewise was in- 
creased above three thousand since the former numbering, 
(see chap. i. 31.) And so the whole camp of Judah was 
mightily augmented, as that of Reuben was diminished, 

Ver. 28. The sons of Joseph after their families."] See 
Gen. xlvi. 20. 

Ver. 29. Of the sons of Manasseh, of Machir, &c] This 
was the only son ; but those descended from him, by an 
usual manner of speaking, are called Manassch'ssons also, 
being his grandsons. Some think indeed that Manasseh 
had other sons, which they gather from Gen. 1. 22. but, if 
ho had, their families were extinct; but none but Machir 
and his posterity had any inheritance in the land of Ca- 
naan, Josh. xvii. 1, 2. where the grandchildren are called 
his children. 

Machir begat Gilead, and of Gilead came the family of 
the Gileadites.] They were not a distinct family from the 
Machirites, but the very same; Machir having no son but 
Gilead. Therefore that family, which at first was called 
Machirites, was afterward called Gileadites; or it was in- 
differently called either by the one or the other. 
' Ver. 30. Tliese are the sdns of Gilead, ofJeezer.] Called 
Abiezer, Josh. xvii. 2. 

1 The family of the Jeezerites, &c] The posterity of Gilead 
grew so numerous, that his sons made families, and not 
only households : so that the name of Gileadites being too 
general to distinguish them all, they were called, at length, 
by the name of his sons. 

Ver. 31, 32. Of Asriel, the family of the Asrielites, &c] 
This, and all the rest that follow, are mentioned as the 
sons of Gilead ; for each of whose children there was a lot 
in the land of Canaan, (Josh. xvii. 2.) 

Ver. 33. And Zelophehad the sonofHepher had no sons, 
but daughters, &c] Whose case is considered in the next, 
and in the last chapter of this book; where they are ordered 
to have an inheritance among their father's brethren, but to 
marry into their own tribe. And their. posterity, I sup- 
pose, were called after their grandfather's name, Hepher- 
ites : for such a family there was, as Moses tells us in the 
foregoing verse. 

Ver. 34/ Numbered of them fiftxj-two thousand and seven 
hundred.] If this be compared with chap.i. 35. it will ap- 
pear that this tribe was increased above twenty thousand : 
which is the greatest increase of any other ; and made good 
the prophecy of Jacob concerning the children of Joseph, 
(Gen. xlix. 22.) 

Ver. 35." These are the sons of Ephraim, after their fa- 
milies.] He is mentioned after Manasseh, because he was 
his younger brother : yet in their, encampment, this tribe 
had the standard under which Manasseh marched, (Numb, 
ii. 18, &c) 

Of Shuthelah, the family of the Shnthelites, &c] He is 
mentioned first also in 1 Chron. vii. 20. where the next 
son Becher^is called Bcred; and Tahan called Tahath. 
For time is wOnt to make great alterations in the names of 
persons and places. < 

Vcr.3G. These are the sons of Shuthelah, of Eran, the 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



chap, xxvr.] 



UPON NUMBERS. 



617 



family of the Eranites.] He had, it seems, but one son; 
whoso children (after the usual manner of speaking before 
noted) were called the sons of Shiithelah ; though they 
made a distinct family, under the name of Eranites. 

Ver. 37. Those that were numbered of them, thirty-two 
thousand and five hundred.] Though this proved a very nu- 
merous tribe m future times, yet, for the present, they were 
fewer by eight thousand than they were in the former num- 
bering, (chap. i. 33.) which makes Moses's prophecy, a 
little after this, the more remarkable, Deut. xxxiii. 17. 
where he makes th^ Ephraimites ten to one, in comparison 
with theManassites. 

Ver. 38. The sons of Benjamin, after their families.'] This 
tribe also was under the standard of Ephraim, and therefore 
mentioned here together with him and Manasseh. When 
they went into Egypt, the sons of Benjamin were no less 
than ten, (Gen. xlvi. 21.) half of which either had no child- 
ren, or they were all extinct before this time; for here are 
only five named." 

* Of Beta, the family of the Belaites, See.] The two first, 
Bela and Ashbel, are there named as they are here: but 
the next, Ahiram, is there called Ehi, and in 1 Chron. viii. 1. 
Ahara; such an. alteration doth time make in names. 

-Ver. 39. OfShupham,&c] He is called MuppiminGen. 
xlvi; 21. and Hupham is there called Huppim. 

Ver. 40. The sons of Bela tvere Ard and Naaman.] 
Though five of his sons were dead without issue, yet two 
of his grandsons, descended from his eldest son, made 
distinct families in Israel. And the son of one of them was 
called after the name of his uncle, the youngest son of 
Benjamin, (Gen. xlvi. 21.) whose name was Ard; and in 
1 Chron. viii. 3. (by a small transposition of letters) is 
called Adar. ; . 

Ver. 41. There were numbered of them forty -five thousand 
and six hundred.'] This tribe was grown to be ten thousand 
more than they were at the last numbering, (chap. i. 37.) 

• Ver. 42.' These are the sons of Dan J] Thus he speaks, 
though he had but one. (See ver. 8.) 

OfShuham.] Called Hushim, by a transposition of let- 
ters, Gen. xlvi. 23. Just as the same tree is called almu- 
gim, 1 Kings x. 8. and almugim, 2 Chron., ii. 8. And the 
same city in which Joshua was buried, called Timnath- 
Serach, Josh. xxiv. 30. and Timnath-Cheres, Judg. ii. 9. 
And, to come still nearer, the same man is called Rechtim, 
Nchcm. xii. 3. and Cherim, ver. 15. of the same chapter. 

These are the families of Dan, after their families.] That 
is, from these Shuhamites came all the rest of the families 
of this tribe, which arc not here mentioned ; but into which 
this family was subdivided when it grew very great, as it 
appears from the next words. 

Ver. 43. All the families of the Shuliamites.] This shews 
there were more than one of them who had names frbm 
some of the children of Shuham. 

Were threescore and four thousand and four hundred.] 
A vast number to spring from one man; when Benjamin, 
who had ten sons, wanted almost twenty thousand of this 
number: which is seventeen hundred more than were in 
this tribe at the last numbering, (chap. i. 39.) ' 

Ver. 44. Of the children ofAsher after their families, &c] 
They all retain the same names which they had when they 
went into Egypt, (Gen. xlvi. 17.) Only he that is here called 
Jcshui, is there called Ishui; and another son there nien- 

vol, i. 



tiohed is here omitted ; his family, I suppose, being quite 
extinct. 

Ver. 45. Of the sons of Beriah, &c] Instead of him, 
whose family was quite lost, the youngest son of Asher 
(Beriah) had two families sprung from him. - ■ " r 

VeT. 46. And the name of the daughter of Asher wasSa- 
: rah.] Or Serah, as she is called, Gen. xlvi. 17. He doth 
not say that a family sprang from her, which Corn.*Bei>. 
tramus (cap. 6. de Republ.* Jud.) seems to think probable/ 
instead of some that were lost ; but she was a woman, it is 
likely, as eminent in this tribe as any of her brethren for 
some virtue or other : insomuch, that the cabalists, in the 
ancient book Zohar, parting the heavenly region, where the 
soulsof holy women are, into four palaces, make four great 
women to be a kind of presidents of them, viz. Pharaoh's 
daughter, who educated Moses ; and this Serah, the daugh- 
ter ofAsher; with Jochabed, the mother of Moses; and 
Deborah, the famous prophetess. (See Selden, lib, ii. de 
Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 4.) 

Ver. 47/ Were fifty and three thousand and four hundred.] 
This tribe also fructified exceedingly, wanting but a hun- 
dred of twelve thousand more than they were at the last 
numbering, (chap. i. 41.) ii io { 

Ver. 48, 49. Of the sons of Naphtali, after their families, 
&c] There are four of them whose names were not at all 
changed since they went into Egypt. (See Gen. xlvi. 24.) 

Ver. 50. Were forty-five thousand and four, hundred.] 
They wanted eight thousand of their number;(Numb. i.43.) 
These two tribes, Asher and Naphtali, are mentioned toge- 
ther with. Dan, because they were encamped under his 
standard, (Numb. ii. 25,26, &e.) 

Ver. 51. These tvere the numbered of the children of Is- 
rael, six hundred thousand and a thousand seven hundred 
and fifty.] That is, the whole number amounted to this sum-; 
which was but eighteen hundred and twenty less than they 
were when they were last numbered, thirty-eight years ago; 
(ehap. i. 4G.) So great was the goodness of God, and such 
his faithfulness to his word, that, when he destroyed all the 
former generation (who were above twenty years old), he 
multiplied their posterity so fast, in that space of time, as 
tomake them equal,, in a manner, to those* that went be- 
fore them. • -*-••.*; 

Ver. 52. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] After 
the people were thus numbered, and every family, and the 
persons it contained, exactly known, then the Lord ordered 
as follows. , iv t • ',; *-..;* 

. Ver. 53. Unto these.] i. e. These families beforenamed. ; 

The land shall be divided.] i. e. The land of Canaan, into 
which they were going. 

; For an inheritance.] Not to be alienated from those fa- 
milies. \ F 

According to the number of names.] Of the persons in the 
several families, from twenty yeaVs old and upwards, (ver, 
2.) ' So that minors, who had not attained the age of twenty 
years when this account was taken, the Jews say, were not 
to have any shaie in the land, though they were come to 
that age at the time of the distribution* of it among them. 
But those minors had possessions, as heirs of their fathers, 
according to the families. 

Ver. 54. To many thou shalt give the more inheritance, 
and to few thou shalt give the less inheritance.] That is, order 
Joshua to assign them a share in the land, proportionable 
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to the number of persons in every tribe: some of which 
were far greater than others, and therefore to have more 
land, proportionable to the largeness of their families. But 
this was not measured merely by the number of acres, as 
we speak, but by the goodness of the soil: for a little 
ground, in a rich country, would maintain more persons 
than twice as much in a barren. So Josephus, lib. v. 
Antiq. cap. 1. where, after he had said that Joshua made a 
distribution of the land, Kara fttylSove tKatn-rjc jwv <j>v\&v, 
according to theJbigness of each tribe; he adds, that in do- 
ing this, Tifirrrovi fiaWov n fiiTpTirovg tovq jcXt/^ovc ttvai Sttv, 
it was necessary to consider rather the value than the mea- 
sure of every portion ; and gives this reason why the tribe 
of Benjamin had so narrow a portion allotted them, be- 
cause the ground was so very fertile about Jerusalem. 
SrcvtfraTOc 6 xXrjpog ovrog 8<a tjjv rifc yrtg a/>£Tt)v, This lot was 
very strait, because of the goodness of the soil. 

To every man shall his inheritance be given.'] That is, to 
every family. 

According to those that were numbered of him.'] Accord- 
ing to the account that had been now taken ; not consider- 
ing who might be born after this (and thereby increase a 
family), or die (and thereby diminish it) before the division 
of the land was made. For several died, we may well 
think, in the wars with tho Canaanites, and others were 
born before .the country was conquered. 

Ver. 55. Notwitlistanding the land sJtall be divided by 
lot?]. When it .'was divided into so many equkl shares as 
there were tribes (a due respect being had to their number), 
they were not to choose which share they would have ; but 
that was to be determined by lot. The manner of which 
they say -was this: two urns being placed before him that 
drew the lots, in one of which were scrolls of parchment, 
Containing the names of the twelve tribes of Israel, and in 
the other, the portions of land ; he first put in his hand into 
the urn wherein were their names, and drew out one, 'sup- 
pose that, of Judah; and then he put his hand into tho 
other urn, and drew out the portion that fell to his share. 
Or, perhaps, there was only one urn, wherein were the several 
portions of land; and they began Suppose with the eldest 
son of Israel, viz. Reuben; and pulling out a scroll, said, 
This is the portion of Reuben: and so with the rest. But 
which soever way they proceeded there were two distribu- 
tions made, one of the whole country into twelve parts; 
and another of each of those parts among tho several fami- 
lies that were in each tribe. (See Sclden de Suceessioni- 
bus ad Leges Hebr. cap. 21, 22.) 

According to the names of the tribes of their families they 
shall inherit.] This seems to justify what I now said, that 
they first named the tribe whose lot they would draw out; 
and that contained his inheritance. But, after all this, it 
might happen that somo of their lots w T ere too scanty for 
their number, and others too large: in which caseEleazar, 
and Joshua, and tho rest appointed for this office, (chap, 
xxxiv. 17, &c.) ordered some portion to be taken from 
those who had too much, and given to those who had too 
little for their families. This appears from Josh. xix. 9. 
where a' portion out of the lot of Judah is ordered for 
Simeon; because the one was too large, and the other too 
.small : and the same may be said of Dan, ver. 47. * . 

Ver. 56. According to the lot shall the possession be di- 
vided,] The first words, which we translate according to the 



oi he 



[chap. xxvi. 



lot, being, in the Hebrew, al pi hagoral, which literally sig- 
nify according to the mouth of the. lot (which is no moro 
than, as the lot shall declare), the Jews have a conceit, that 
the land was divided, not merely by lot, but by urim and 
thummim, which Eleazar the priest then put on (as the 
Talmud describes it in Bava Bathra); and two urns 
standing before him, in one of Avhich w T ere the names of the 
twelve tribes, and in the other the names of the portions of 
land, he looked by the. Holy. Ghost upon the urim and 
thummim, and said, Let such a tribe come up ; which being 
done, he said again, Let such a portion of land come, up for 
this tribe: by which means all the people (before whom 
this was done) were satisfied that their portion was allotted 
to them by God; and all cause of murmuring and conten- 
tion taken away. Thus R. Solomon and others mentioned 
by Buxtorf in his Hist. Urim ,et Thummim, cap. 3. and 
Martinius Mauritius in his late treatise deSortitipne veter. 
Hebr. cap. 29. sect. 4, 5. where he observes, how ancient 
the way of dividing goods and lands by lot was in other 
countries. But there was no need of this, solemnity ; thq 
division of the land by God's order, after the manner of 
lots, sufficiently shewing, it was not -by. man's directions 
but by God's that such a share fell to them. 

.Between many and few.] Every tribe having its land as- 
signed them by the lot, it was then divided among the se- 
veral families, in the same manner (as these words seem to 
signify), and then every household had their share allotted 
them; according to thenumber of persons that were in them ; 
which if. they were many, had a greater share;, if few, a 
less. By which means every* man had reason to rest sa- 
tisfied, because such was his lot ; that is, such was the 
good pleasure of God, who directed the lots ; as .we learn 
from Joshua xviii. G. 8. 10. where we read expressly, that 
in the division of the land, he " cast lots for, them before 
the Lord in Shiloh," that he might order every one his 
portion. 

. Ver. 57. And these are they that. were numbered of the Le- 
vites, after their families.] It was. fit an account should be 
taken of this tribe also, that it might be seen how God had 
blessed them, as well as the rest of the tribes of.Israel, with 
a numerous issue; though he had cut off,, in the .space 6f 
thirty-eight years, all the former generation, from twenty 
years old and upward. 

Of Gershon, the family of the Gershonites, &c,] The 
principal families in this tribe were three, descended from 
the three sons ofLevi,Gershon, Kohath, and Merari; whose 
names were not at all altered since their coming out of 
Egypt until this time, (Gen. xlvi. 11. Exod*.vi. 1G.) 

Ver. 58. These are the families of the Levites.] ,The three 
forenamed were the principal families, divided into, those 
lesser families which here follow. 

The family of the Libnites.] Descended from Libni the 
eldest son of Gershon ; who had another son, whose family 
is here omitted (viz. Shimi), though mentioned Exod. vi. 17. 
But in this place JVIoscs doth not give a full account of all 
the families of the Levites, nor is it given in exact order, 
because they were to have no inheritance in the division of 
the land; which was the reasolti that all the families of the 
other tribes are set down so. punctually. 

The family of the Hebronitcs.]. From Hebron, one of the 
sons of Kohath, (Exod. vi.' 18. JS T umb. iii. 19.) 

The family of the Mahlites, the family, of the Mnshites.] 
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From the two sons of Merari, who were called Mahli, and 
Miishi, (Exod. vi. 19. Numb. iii. 20.) 

The family of the Korathitesi] From the gre&t-grand- 
child of Levi, (Exod. vi. 21. Numb.xvi. 1.) 

And Kohath begat Amram.] Who was grandchild of 
Levi, and brother to the father of Korah, (Exod. vi. 18.) 

Ver. 59." And the name of Amfam's wife xuds Jochabed, 
tlie daughter of Levi.] See Exod. vi. 20. 

Whom her mother (viz. Levi's wife) bare to Levi in 
Egypt-] See this there explained. 

And she bare unto Amram, Aaron andMoseS, and Miriam 
their sister J] Who was born before Moses, if not before 
Aaron, (Exod. ii.4.) 

Ver. 60. And unto Aaron was born Nadab and Abihu, 
Electzar and Ithamar.] See Exod. vi. 23. where he tells the 
name of their mother. 

Ver. 61. And Nadab and Abihu died, when they offered 
strange fire before the Lord.] See Lev. x. 2. and the third 
chapter of this book, ver. 4. But Eleazar (who was the 
eldest next to them) was now alive, and made high- 
priest; and it is likely Ithamar also, being under twenty 
years old, when the people murmured upon the report of 
the spies; and so not cut off with that wicked generation, 
(chap. xvi. 29.) 

All this is here recounted, to shew that the tribe of Levi 
was preserved, by the blessing of God, as well as the rest 
of the Israelites; though they were to have no inheritance 
in the land of Canaan. 

Ver. 62. And those that were numbered of them, were 
twenty and three thousand, &c] So they were a thousand 
more than at the last numbering, (chap. iii. 39.) 

For they werenot numbered among the children of Israel.] 
But by themselves, for the reason following. 

Because there was no inheritance given them among the 
children of Israel.] For God was their inheritance, as he 
told them, chap, xviii. 20, &c. And therefore they were 
ordered not to be numbered thirty-eight years ago, no more 
than now, (Numb. i. 49, &c.) The Jews arc something 
curious in their observations upon these words, among (or 
in the midst of)' the children of Israel: from whence they 
conclude, that the Levites might have lands out of the 
bounds of the land of Canaan, though not within it, among 
their brethren. 

, Ver. 63. Time are they that were numbered by Moses 
and Eleazar the priest, who numbered the children of Israel 
in the plains ofMoab, &c] By a special command of God, 
(ver. 1, 2, &c.) 

Ver. 64. But among these there was not a man of them 
whom Moses and Aaron the priest numbered, when they 
numbered the children of Israel in the wilderness of Sinai.] 
See the first chapter of this book, ver. 1, 2, &c. so ex- 
actly were God's threatcnings fulfilled, as well as his pro- 
mises. 

Ver. 65. For the Lord had said of them, They shall surely 
die in the tvilderness.] Ho had pronounced this irreversible 
sentence upon the whole congregation, chap. xiv. 23. 28, 
29. where he swears they should not enter into the land of 
Canaan, because they had brought or entertained ail evil 
report of it. (See also Deut. ii. 14, 15.) 

And there tvas not a man left of them, save Caleb the son 
of Jephunneh, and Joshua the sort ofNurijyWhom God pro- 
mised to spare, because they were of another spirit, (chap. 



xv. 24. 30. 38.) And their survival wag as remarkable 
an instance of the truth of God's word, as the death of all 
'the re£t. ? 

CHAP. XXVII. 

Ver. 1. JL HEN came the daughters ofZelophehad, the son 
ofHepher, &c] Who arc mentioned before, (chap, xxvi* 
33.) just as they are here; only their genealogy is here 
more fully set out, that their father was the grandson of 
Manasseh the son of Joseph, from whom he was lineally 
descended, but left no sons behind him. Now these young 
women hearing Moses say (as he doth in the foregoing 
chapter), that the Lord commanded the land of Carman 
should be divided among those that were now numbered; 
and observing that only males from twenty years old were 
numbered, (ver. 2.) presently apprehended, that they, being 
females, were excluded from having any inheritance among 
the Israelites, (and so the family of the Hepherites, chap, 
xxvi. 32. would be extinguished.) This was the ground of 
what follows: whereby it appears, that every body was im- 
mediately acquainted with the laws which Moses received 
from God; and that there was a faithful register kept Of 
every one that was born in every family and tribe, to pre- 
vent all disputes about the true heirs to men's estates. 

Ver. 2. And they stood before Moses, &c] To' represent 
before him, and the rest of the judges, who were now as- 
sembled, the case which I have mentioned* 

Before Moses, and Eleazar the priest, and before the 
princes, and all the congregation.] These made up the 
greatest court of judicature that at any time sat. For by 
princes are meant, either the heads of the tribes, or the 
highest of the judges appointed Exod* xviii* called the 
heads of the people, vex. 25. And by all the congregation 
is meant the seventy elders mentioned in this book, (chap* 
xi. 24.) For they are called coZ ha edah (the whole congre- 
gation, and sometimes only edah, the congregation), as R, 
Solomon observes : (see Bertram de Republ. Jud. p. 72.) 
Now at the head of all these sat Moses, arid next to him 
Eleazar the priest. . . 

By the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.] Near 
to which this august assembly, it is likely, was wont to sit 
when they met together; that Moses might .presently, if 
there were occasion, go and consult with God himself in 
any difficult matter that came before them.. And thus Mr. 
Selden observes, out of Maimonid^s, that in future times 
the great Sanhedrin followed the tabernacle, sitting some- 
times in one place, sometimes in another, according as that 
was settled. As (after they came to Canaan) it was first at 
Shiloh, then at Mizpeh, and afterward at Gilgal, Nob, 
Gibeon, the house of Obed-Edom; till at last it was fixed 
in Jerusalem, (lib. ii.de Syned. cap. 15. n. 4.) As concerning 
that which the Talmiidists say, concerning the proceedings 
in this case of Zelophehad's daughters, nothing certain can 
be determined. But they give this account of it: that they 
first brought this cause into the courts appointed by the 
advice of Jethro, (Exod. xviii. 21.) and began with the 
rulers often, who knowing not what to say to them, they 
went to those of fifty, and from thence to the centurions, 
and at last to the chiliarchs: none of which durst adven- 
ture to give judgment, but referred the cause, by reason of 
its difficulty, to Moses; who brought it to the Schechiuah* 
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as they speak, i.e. to the Divine Majesty, (Seld. ib. cap. 

16.T1.1.) 

Ver. 3. Saying, Our father died in the wilderness.'] Among 
the rest mentioned ver. 64, 65. of the foregoing chapter. 
They seem to have drawn up their cause in the form of a 
petition; or, as Mr. Sclden speaks, in the legal phrase, pre- 
sented a libel to the court, containing the entire matter of 
their petition, and that artificially enough. 

And he teas not one of them that gathered themselves to- 
gether against the Lord in the company of Korah.} They 
use the very words of Moses concerning that rebellious 
company, (chap. xvi. 11.) and instance in this sin, rather 
than any other; either to shew that their father had a due 
regard to the authority of Moses (who they hoped therefore 
would be the more favourable to his posterity), or rather, 
to insinuate, that he was not guilty of such a crime, as 
might make men justly forfeit what they had for their 
children, as well as for themselves. For all the family of 
Dathan and Abiram perished : and it is taken notice of as 
a singular mercy, that the children of Korah did not, (chap. 
xxvi. 10,11.) 

But diedin hisownsin.] i.e. For his own sin: which God 
had declared should not affect the children, (chap.xiv. 31.) 
For to that general sin, in which all the people were en- 
gaged, these words seem to refer. And so it was his own 
sin, not with respect to the rest of the people (for they were 
all alike guilty), but with respect to his children ; it being 
a personal guilt, in which they were not concerned. 

The Jews commonly say that Zelophehad was the man 
that was stoned for gathering sticks on the sabbath-day: 
for which they have no authority, but a fancy of R. Aquiba, 
who is sharply reproved for it by another considerable 
rabbi, who.saith it is a rash judgment; for if it were true, 
since the Scripture conceals it, .he ought not to have re- 
vealed it: but hath reproached a just man, for any thing 
that appears. (See Selden, lib. ii. de Syncdr. cap..l. 
sect. 2.) . - . . 

And had no son.] As was found when the people were 
numbered, (chap. xxvi. 33.) 

Ver. 4. Wliy should the name of our father be done away 
from among his family.] One family of the tribe of Ma- 
nasseh, viz. the Hepheritcs, being in danger to be wholly 
extinguished. It. JudahSvill have the word name in this 
place tosignify as much as hereditary possession; and so 
he thinks it 'signifies, Deut. xxv. 6. as Mr. Selden ob- 
serves out of Pesikta, (lib. de Successionibus, cap. .14.) 
- Because he. hath no son.] Merely for want of issue-male, 
when he hath left many daughters. 

Give unto vs therefore a possession among the brethren of 
qur father.] Let us come in for. a share among those that 
are descended from Manassch: which if they did, the 
name of their father could not be thereby preserved, but 
by the son of one of these daughters taking upon him, not 
the name of his father that begat him, but of his mother's 
grandfather, viz. Jlepher; which was ordered afterward 
by a general law, (Deut. xxv, C.) ■ 
,..yqr. 5. And Moses brought their cause before t the Lord.'} 
This was too. difficult a cause (though there seemed to be. 
a great deal of reason on their, side) to be judged. by the 
great court beforementioned ; and therefore it.was referred, 
to Moses alone, as other weighty causes used to be : (see 
chap. xv. 32. xxv. 4.) for neither EIcazaT,, nor any other 



person, (before whom it was brought, ver. 2.) are here men- 
tioned as the judges of this matter. And he durst not judgo 
it, though the equity appeared very plain, without bringing 
it before the Lord for his direction, which he could have 
upon all important occasions, (Exod. xxv. 22. Numb, 
vii. 89.) . 

Ver. G. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] This 
shews that the cause was devolved upon Moses alone; for 
the .Lord tells him, and no other person, how it should be 
determined. 

Ver. 7. TJie daughters of Zelophehad, &c] The Lord 
approves of their claim, and gives a sentence in their 
favour. 

Tliou shalt surely give them a possession of an inheritance 
among their father's brethren.] Because the word from 
them in the Hebrew is of the masculine gender, some think 
it signifies, they were to be considered as if they had been 
sons. . . . 

And thou shalt cause the inheritance of their father to pass 
unto them.] So that they were to enjoy what would have 
fallen .to his share had he been alive ; " ob indutam de- 
functi patris personam," as the lawyers speak; because 
they stood in the place of their dead father, and represented 
his person. And accordingly they put in their claim. at the 
division of the land, and had their portion therein, accord- 
ing to this decision, (Josh. xvii. 2, 3, &c.) How the por- 
tion was divided among them, according to the Hebrew 
doctors, Mr. Selden shews at large in his book de Success 
sionibus in bona defuncti, cap. 23. .i . .. . 

Ver. 8. And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel T 
saying.] Upon this occasion he passes this Special caso 
into a general law, to be hereafter observed. 

If a man die, and have no son, then ye shall cause Jiis in- 
heritance to pass unto his daughter. } It being but reason, as 
Maimonidcs observes, (More Nevochim, par. iii. cap. 42.) 
that what a man leaves should come to bis family, and to 
those who arc next of kin to him : for the nearer any per- 
son is to us, we. are inclined, by natural affection, to havo 
the greater regard to him. But all this is to be understood 
of land : as for money, and moveable goods (which were of 
his own getting), the father might dispose of them, by his 
will, to whom he pleased. 

Ver. 9. And if he have no daughter, then ye shall give his 
inheritance unto his brethren.] Unless his father, was alive, 
who, undoubtedly, the Jews say, was the next heir ; but 
not mentioned, because it was not necessary ; or, as some 
say, because it was too sad a thing to speak of a father's 
burying all his children without issue. See Selden, de 
Succes. in bona defuncti, cap. 12. where, he observcs> 
that, according to the rule, ver. 11.. it must come to the 
father, because he is nearest of kin to it. And therefore the 
Jews interpret, this, t as if Moses had said, If he have no 
daughter, ye shall give inheritance to the next of his kindred 
(to his father for instance), and afterward ye shull give it 
to his brethren, i. e. the children of his father. And the 
same is to be said of the grandchildren; unto whom the 
brethren of a father dying without issue are heirs. For the 
grandfather stands in the same relation to a father that a 
father doth to his son. 

t Ver. 11: And if his father have no brethren, then ye shall 
give it to his kinsman that is next of kin to him of his fa- 
mily, and he shall possess it.] To his brother's cluldren,. or 
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to those who arc descended from them, or from his father's 
brethren. But no consideration was to be had of his mo- 
ther's kindred (as the Jewish lawyers say), who could never 
be capable of the inheritance: which they gather, not only 
from these words, which determine the inheritance to his 
family (i. e. the family of the father beforementioned, not 
to the family of the mother), but from the frequent mention 
of the father of Mischpachoth, which we translate families, 
or rather kindreds of the fathers, in the books of Moses, 
Chronicles, Ezra, and others. From whence this solemn 
maxim of the Talmudists, The family or kindred of the mo- 
ther, is never called by the name of kindred: that is, it hath 
not the effect of a kindred in successions to inheritances. 
Which is the "same with that in. the ancient book Siphri, 
Families folloio the fathers; as Mr. Selden observes in the 
place beforementioned; who in the next chapter (cap. 
13.) gives an example, drawn up by Maimonides, of such 
.a succession out of the Holy Scriptures. Amram had two 
sons, Aaron and Moses, as we read Exod. vi. 20. If they 
had both died without issue, Miriam their sister had inhe- 
rited. And if she had died in like manner, the inheritance 
.of the family would have reverted to Kohath, the father of 
Amram :- or "he being dead, to his three sons, the brethren 
of Amram, viz. Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel, as the heirs of 
Kohath. And there would have been no consideration of 
primogeniture ; both because none of them was the first- 
born, and because the inheritance was hot in the posses- 
sion of their father, at the time of his death, &c. . 

And it shall be nnto the children of Israel a statute of 
judgment, &c] A law whereby to determine such matters 
in future times, and to be observed inviolably : so that no 
father should have power to make any other settlement; 
but if either by word or writing he declared his will to be 
that his son should not inherit, his act was null and void : 
as the Jewish lawyers resolve from these very words, a sta- 
tute or decree of judgment % L e. as I said, a rule whereby to 
judge of succession into inheritances. If therefore a man 
made a will, wherein he declared his daughter or bre- 
thren, &c. should not inherit, in case he had no son, it was 
void, because contrary- to this law. (Sec Selden de Suc- 
ccssionibus, cap. 24.) 

Ver. 12; And the Lord said nnto Moses, Get thee tip into 
this mountain Abarim.] Either these words were spoken 
after all that follows here, and in the book of Deuteronomy, 
or they were repeated again, when he had repeated his 
laws, and enforced them by many excellent discourses, and 
-taught them that famous song, Deut. xxxii. where, in the 
conclusion of it, (ver. 49.) it is said, that very day he bade 
him go up this mount Abarim. And there we learn also 
that Abarim was a long tract of mountains, one of which 
was called Nebo; and the very top of it called Pisgah. 
(Sec Deut. xxxiv. 1.) , 

And see the land zvhich I have given to the children of 
Israel] Take a full view of it, as he did from that high 
neighbouring mountain, (Deut. iii. 17. xxxiv. 1 — 4.) 

Ver. 13. And when thou hast seen it, thou also shatt be 
gathered nnto thy people, as Aaron thy brother teas ga- 
thered.'] Upon Mount Hor, as we read in this book, chap. . 
xx. 23, 24. 

Ver. 14. For ye rebelled against my commandment in the 
desert ofZin, &c] Sec chap. xx. 1. 12. 24. where all this 
verse is explained. 



Ver. 15. And Moses spake nnto the Lord, saying.] He did 
not speak those.words which follow, immediately after God 
bade him go up Mount Abarim and die ; but first desired 
he might be permitted to go over Jordan, &c. (Deut.'iii. 24— 
26.) ■' Unless we can think that lie made the prayer there 
mentioned, as soon as the sentence was passed upon him, 
at the waters of Meribah, which doth seem not so likely. , 

Ver; 16. Let the Lord, the Godofthe spirits ofalljlesh, &c] 
As soon as he found that God was jesolved he should not 
conduct the people into Canaan, he was concerned for 
nothing, but for a fitting person to take that charge upon 
liim. For he had a most generous public spirit, wholly 
intent upon the good of this people. 

The God of the spirits of all flesh.] Who hast not only 
made the souls of all men, but knowest their dispositions, 
(see chap. xvi. 22.) and understandest who are fit for this 
weighty employment. 

Set a man over the congregation. ] To be chief ruler and 
governor of the people in my place. 

Ver. 17. Tfliich may go out before them, and which may 
come in before them, and zvhich mmj lead them out, and 
which may bring them in.] If the latter part of these words 
.be not a mere repetition of the former (as is usual), then 
the one relates to the conduct of war, and the other to the 
management of all their civil affairs. And both of them 
seem to be a metaphor from shepherds watching over their 
flocks. 

That the congregation of the Lord be not as sheep which 
have no shepherd.] Having none to govern and to take 
care of them. This is a description of the most miserable 
condition a people can' be in, and became a proverb 
among the Hebrews, (1 Kings xxii. 17. Zach. x. 2. xiii. 7. 
Matt. ix. 3C.) : . 

. Ver. 18. And the Lord said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua 
the son of Nun.] Who had been a long time servant unto 
Moses, and attended upon his person, (Exod..xxiv. J3.) 
well known to Moses, and' perfectly acquainted with. his 
administration. 

A man in whom is the spirit.] Of courage and prudence 
and the fear of God, with all other gifts necessary in an 
excellent governor: among which Onkelos reckons the 
spirit of prophecy ; which is not unlikely; 

And lay thine hand upon him.] Which was a ceremony 
usual in blessing, (Gen. xlviii. 14, &c.) and in setting men 
apart, and consecrating them to an office; (chap. viii. 10.) 
Upon which followed a more abundant measure of the 
"spirit, as appears from Deut; xxxiv. 9. . 

Ver. 19. And set him before Eleazar the priest, and be- 
fore all the congregation.] Being all assembled for thispur r 
pose, that all might acknowledge him for the designed suc- 
cessor of Moses, and be witnesses of all that Moses com- 
manded him. . s 

And give him a charge in their sight.] He told him before 
them all what God expected from him; and bade hiin be 
not afraid to execute it. See Deut. xxxi. 7, 8. where 
he sets down the words of this charge; unto which God 
presently after added one of his own, (ver. 14, 15. 23.) 

Ver. 20. And thou shalt put some of thy honour upon him.] 
Communicate some of thy authority to him at present ; and 
not let him be any longer as thy minister, but as an asso- 
ciate in the government. The word we translate honour 
being t glory in the Hebrew, , it made Onkelos and other 
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Hebrew doctors imagine these words have respect to that 
splendour which shone in Moses's face, after ho came 
down from the mount: some of which they suppose Svas 
imparted unto Joshua, to make him appear mOTo vener- 
able in the eyes of the people. And R. Mcnachcm ob- 
serves, that it is not said, impart thy glory, but 0/ thy 
glory to him. From whence came that ancient saying, 
The face of Moses shone like the sun, but Joshua's only like 
the moon. This might havo passed for truth, or at least 
that hereby was meant some great increase of illustrious 
gifts of mind, which procured him such Teverencc.as Moses 
had, if it had been said that God put some of Moses's 
glory upon him; whereas Moses is commanded to do it; 
which makes the first sense most reasonable. 
• That all the congregation of Israel may be obedient] 
That the people may begin to submit to his authority, and 
learn to obey his commands, as well as thine. 

Ver. 21. And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, &c] 
For the encouragement of Joshua to undertake this charge, 
he assures him he shall never want direction from God what 
to do when he was in any doubt; but, in the manner he pre- 
scribed, most certainly receive it.. And what is here said 
concerning him, belongs to all their succeeding governors. 
And it is observed by Maimonides, and other Jewish doc- 
tors, that tho high-priest stood before the kings of Israel out 
of great respect to them : but no king is said to stand before 
the high-priest, but only in this case, when he was to con- 
sult the holy oracle; that it might appear the honour was 
given not to the priest, but unto the Divine Majesty, whom 
he consulted by the priest. 

Who shall ask counsel for him, after the judgment of 
nrim.] Because the word thummim is here wanting, some 
understand these words, as if he had said, the high-priest 
shall ask counsel for him, by the illumination of the Spirit 
of God. So Convadus Pellicanus. But the word thummim, 
in all likelihood, is here to be understood, though not ex- 
pressed, being always joined with nrim (except in^his and 
one other place, where urim only is named, after a short 
manner of speaking), in Exod.xxYiii. Deut. xxxiii. Ezra ii. 
Nehem. vii. For they were inseparable from the breast-plate 
of judgment, as it is called Exod. xxviii. 30. (see there) 
with which the high-priest appeared before God when he 
consulted him in great affairs concerning the public safety, 
more especially in times of war; of which we. have many 
instances in Judg. i. 1. xx. 18. 1 Sam. xiv. 18. xxviii. G. 
David, indeed, is said to consult God by the ephod, but it 
must be observed that the breast-plate was annexed to it; 
which Abiathar brought along with him when he fled from 
Saul, who commanded the priests to be slain, 1 Sam. xxii. 
2. 9. xxx. 8. 2 Sam. v. 19. And it is further to be noted, 
that, though David thus frequently consulted God this way, 
being engaged in wars, yet we never read that Solomon 
asked counsel by it, being a peaceable king. . 

Grotius also observes, that Joshua now, and the kings of 
Judah afterward, therefore stood before tho priest, that 
they might be near to thewnwtand thummim, which he had 
upon his bTeast ; without which he could not receive any 
answer, (De imperii Sum. Potest, &c. cap. 6.) 

Before the Lord.] The high-priest never inquired by urim 
and thummim, but standing before the LoTd; that is, be- 
fore the ark, where the Schechinah was. 

At his word shall they go out, and at his word shall they ; 



come in;] That is, saith Grotius, in the plagfc forenamed, at 
the word of the Lord, by the judgment of urim, which goes 
just before. Others, at theword of the priest; which cOmfcs 
to the same. And this the Hebrew doctors understand 
concerning the people of Israel making war; which is 
wont to be meant in Scripture, by the words going out and 
coming in. And they distinguish between tho war that was 
made by the Divine commandment (against the seven na- 
tions of Canaan, and against Amalek), and that which was 
voluntary against any of their neighbours, or others, as 
there should be reason. In the former case, they think 
there was no need to, ask whether they should make war 
or not, because it was commanded ; and Joshua and the 
kings afterward' did it when they pleased. But in the 
other, they were not .to make war without this Divine 
order. (See Selden, lib. iii. de Synedr. cap* 12. n. 4.) 
But itis. plain from Judg. i. 1. that they consulted the Lord 
also in ( the first sort of war (with the people of Canaan), 
how to manage it to the best advantage. 

Both he and, all the children of Israel with him, even all 
the congregation.] By the first word [he] the Jews under- 
stand Joshua, and all the succeeding princes of Israel, 
who were bound to advise with God by urim and thum- 
mim before they made war. And by the next words [all 
the children of Israel with kirn] they understand the priest 
that was particularly anointed to go with the people to war, 
(Deut. xx. 2.) And by the last words [the whole congrega- 
tion] they understand the seventy elders, or the great San- 
hedrin. So Maimonides, Abarbinel, and a great many 
others, expound these words (as Mr. Selden shews in the 
same place), from which they have framed this general 
maxim, that no private man might consult this oracle, but 
the king, and the head of the great Sanhedrin, and he that 
was appointed by all the people in their name. And that 
col ha edah [all the congregation] signifies frequently the 
great assembly of the elders and judges. (Seo also Bertram 
.de Repub. Jud. p. 72.) 

Here the Jews start a difficulty, as they account it, why 
we never read in the whole book of Joshua, that he con- 
sulted the. Lord after this manner; but as soon as ever he 
. was dead they did, (Judg. i. 1.) From whence Abarbinel 
concludes, that Joshua was bound to £0 this only at the 
first entrance upon his office, that all Israel might know he 
.was Moses's successor, and that God was with him: tut 
that afterward the spirit of prophecy rested upon him, and 
conducted him without this oracle. But if nothing was 
done that is not recorded in the Scripture, he might as well 
have said, that Joshua never consulted the oracle at all; 
for we do not read he did, though he be here so ordered. 
R. Levi ben Gersom, therefore, seems.to me to speak more 
.reasonably, when he says, that those words in the begin- 
ning of the book of Judges do not import that they did not 
consult God by urim in the life of Joshua, but only that 
after his death tho children of Israel would not adventure 
\o proceed in the war of Canaan without the same direction. 

And there is something else which they might havo ob- 
served from this verse, with great reason, which is, how 
much inferior Joshua wasto Moses, though he succeeded 
him in the conduct of the people. For Moses never made 
use of the nrim and thummim to consult God by the high- 
priest, but went directly and immediately to God himself: 
whereas Joshua was not admitted to such familiarity ; nor 
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had he such frequent revelations from God as Moses had. 
Yet sometimes God vouchsafed him the honour to speak 
to him, as we find in the beginning of Joshua, chap. iii. 7. 
iv.l. 15, &c. And there was a most illustrious appearance 
of God to him before Jericho, (chap, v.* 13, &c.) 

Ver. 22. And Moses did as the Lord commanded Mm : and 
he took Joshua and set him before Eleazar, arid before all 
Hie congregation.] According as he was ordered, ver. 18, 
19. Jn this we see the great integrity, the sincere humi- 
lity, and self-denial of Moses, that he readily submitted to 
have the government of Israel translated from, his own 
family and trioe unto another, who was of the tribe, of 
Ephraim, whereby his own children were reduced to a 
mean condition, being not so much as priests, but mere 
Xevites. This demonstrates he acted- not from himself, 
because he acted not for himself; but was contented to 
have the supreme authority placed where God pleased, 
both in church and state, and to leave his own family in a& 
inconsiderable employment. This shewahim to have had 
a principle which, raised him above all other lawgivers, 
who always took care to advance their own families, and 
establish them in some share of that greatness which they 
themselves possessed. This likewise demonstrates, that 
the future rulers of this. nation had no temptation, to ad-, 
vance.thc credit of Moses beyond what it really was, since 
they were not descended from him, but were of other tribes* 

Ver. 23. And lie laid his hands upon him, and.gavehima 
cJutrge; as the Lord commanded by the hand of Moses.] Ho 
did. all things which the Lord required to create him hj$ 
successor, as the Jews speak: for thus (by laying on of 
hands) they ia aftertimes made a man a member of the 
Sanhedrin, both of the great and of the small ; which con- 
tinned to the time of the destruction Qf the second temple; 
as Mr. Selden shews, (lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 7. n. 1.) 

And this solemn designation of Joshua to the govern- 
ment by the Divine authority, was a clear indication that 
God continued. to be their king, as he became, in a special 
manner whenliQ brought them out of Egypt, (as I observed 
upon Exod. iii. 10.). and he still reserved it to, himself to 
appoint governors under him out of what tribe he. pleased; 
as he did Joshua at this time out of the tribe of Ephraim; 
and not Caleb, who was of thc ; tribe.of Judah, and also a 
man as valiant as ho was virtuous, (Josh. xiv. 11.) For 
there was no. tribe that could lay. claim unto this dignity 
without the, gift of God. And this is one of the principal 
reasons, why the government of this people, before they had 
kings, was,, as Joscphus calls it, GcoKpa^a (that is, the. em- 
pire of God), because he stirred them up judges to rule them 
when he pleased ; which being of his immediate appoint- 
ment, arc so far acknowledged by him, that when they were 
weary of Samuel's government and desired a king, God.de- 
clared, that it was not Samuel, but himself, whom they re- 
jected. And another reason was (as our Mr. Thorndikc 
observes),, because God, by his oracle oiurim and thnm- 
mim t prescribed how they were to proceed in their public 
a(Ta ; rs, (Review of the Rites of the Church, p. 133.) 



CHAP. XXVIII. 

Ver. 1. JLnD the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] Hav- 
ing numbered the people, and appointed his successor to 



bring them to their inheritance (which he had ordered to be 
divided among themy proportionable to the number of each 
tribe), nothing more was necessary than to persuade them 
to be truly religious, whereby they might be preserved in 
the enjoyment of it. Unto which Moses is commanded to 
direct them in this and in the following chapters ; which 
may be thought to have been delivered also in the eighth 
month of ; the last year of. their travels in the wilderness. • 

Ver. 2. .Command the children of Israel, and say unto 
them.] These commands had been; given before, but are 
here repeated, because this was a new generation, who 
either had. not heard them when they were first delivered 
eigh>and-thirty years ago ; or, at least, had need to have 
their memories refreshed. Some things also are now more 
particularly explained.concerning the sacrifices which wera 
to be offered at certain times: and they are reduced into a 
certain order; some being, daily, others weekly, others 
monthly, and some, anniversary ; all which.were of such im- 
portance, that Moses, being shortly to leave them, thought 
good to repeat most of .them once more in the .book of 
Deuteronomy. 

My offering, and my bread.] The word and is. not in the^ 
Hebrew ; : but the words are, my offering, my bread: which 
Isaac Abarbinel. thus excellently explains ; Concerning of- 
ferings for sin, and trespass-oiferings, and the rest, I shall 
not need to admonish you: but concerning my daily sacri- 
fices, which properly of .themselves $xe my oivn oblation^ 
my t daily bread, orjny fopd,. (which the Divine presence, 
dwelling among them, required, Exod. xxix. 42. 44. 45.) 
And.so ptfiers by the word bread. understand meat or food 
in general, as wc translate it, ver. 24. though it may have 
a particular, respect to the meatroffering, which was mado 
of meal, andal ways accompanied the burnt-offerings, which 
seem here to be peculiarly meant; though some think these 
words relate to all the sacrifices, some part of which was 
God's portion. 

For my sacrifices made by fire.] The, whole burnt-offer- 
ings are most properly called ische (sacrifices made by fire), 
being all consumed, upon the altar; where the heavenly 
fire. burnt continually, rcady.for that purpose. 

For^a sweet, savour unto me.] So the burnt-offering is 
called, Lev. i. 9. 13. 17. (See there.) I* shall only add the 
paraphrase of the Jerusalem Targum, which is this, " My 
offering of bread which ye offer on the altar, doth not the 
fire devour it? And yet it is acceptable to me from you, 
as an odourin which I am well-pleased." 

Shall ye observe to offer unto me.] Be very careful to ?ee 
it duly performed : this being the food (saithAbarbinel)^ 
which,, to speak after the manner of men, was offered by 
God's fire, upon his own altar, for his dinner and supper. 
; In due season.]. Fox that reason this sacrifice was to be 
constantly offered, saith the same author, that the Divine 
fire which came>down from heaven to consume the sacri- 
fices might not be disappointed,, and burn there in vain 
without any thing to do. 

From this place the Jews endeavour to make out their 
custom of having stationary men, as they dill them, to 
attend the daily sacrifice: taking moatho [in its seasmi] as 
if it had been oniatho [hi, its stations], but chiefly relying 
upon the first words of this verse, command the children of 
Israel, who could not all be present at the daily sacrifice, 
and therefore some particular persons were chosen to 
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represent all the rest. For they thought it very indecent to 
liavo a sacrifice made for a man, and he not to stand by it; 
and therefore the first prophets ordained twenty-four courses 
of men, chosen out of the priests, Lcvites, and people, to 
stand in the temple, when the daily sacrifice was offered in 
* the name of all Israel ; and pray that God would accept it 
for them, as if they were all present. This account the 
Mischna gives of them in Taanath, and other places; 
where they say these men were held so necessary, that it 
was an usual speech among them, Without stations the 
world 'could not stand. For without sacrifices, that is, 
the worship of God, the world would be undone; and sa- 
crifices could not- be maintained without stations: (see 
Voysin dc Jubilaeo, cap. 25. and our learned Dr. Lightfoot 
in his Temple Service, chap. 7. sect. 3.) 

Vcr. 3. And thou shalt say unto them, Tltisis the offering 
made by fire, which ye shall offer unto the Lord.] That offering 
which he peculiarly speaks of is the daily sacrifice; which 
was appointed long ago, before the tabernacle was set up, 
(Exod. xxix. 38, 3f). sec my notes there.) And add this, 
that God's promise to meet them there, (vcr. 42, 43.) and 
afterward to dwell among them, (ver. 45.) seems to depend 
upon this constant service which he expected should be 
paid to him; which, if neglected, he withdrew himself 
from them. 

Two Iambs of the first year, day by day, continually J] 
This is expressly required in Exod. xxix. 38. Only here 
it is added, ivithout spot, or perfect in its kind; which was 
required in all sacrifices, particularly in the first lamb 
wliich Ihcy offered, w r hcn they came out of Egypt, (Exod. 
xii. 5. sec there.) ■' • 

Ver. 4. The one lamb^halt thou offer in the morning, 
and the other lamb shalt thou offer at even.] The very words 
in Exod. xxix. 39. 

Ver. 5. A tenth, part of an ephah of flour for a meat- 
offering, mingled with the fourth part of a km of beaten oil.] 
This is also there explained, Exod. xxix. 40. 

Ver. G. It is a continual burnt-offering.] To be conti- 
nued throughout all your generations every day ; as it is 
expressed Exod. xxix. 42. For it was in the nature of 
a daily prayer to God, that he would graciously continue 
his mercy unto Israel (as Abarbinel observes), and increase 
their corn, wine, and oil, which they acknowledged hereby 
they received from him. > . 

< Which was ordained in Mount Sinai.] There Moses re- 
ceived both this law, and all the rest (which arc mentioned 
in the book of Exodus)^ concerning the service of God, 
and the place w T hcrc it was to be performed, and his 
ministers, &c. And this sufficiently shews, that he speaks 
here to those w r ho were so young at the first institution of 
these laws, that they gave the less heed to them, or had 
forgotten them. And there arc those who think that for 
cight-and-thirty years they had disused them; which they 
gather from Deut. xii. 8. But I do not take it to bo likely, 
that sacrifices were wholly omitted during that space; 
though perhaps not so regularly performed as when they 
came to Carfaan. For to suppose that, is to suppose that 
the fire from heaven cither went out, or burnt continually 
to no purpose; and that the Divine Majesty had no enter- 
tainment set upon his table; and consequently did not 
keep house, and dwell among them all that time : in short, 
that there was no worship of God at the tabernacle. All 



these arguments may convince any man, there were of- 
fered at least the daily sacrifice, morning and even, and 
those on the sabbath. 

For a sweet savour, a sacrifice made by fire unto the 
Lord.] Sec Exod. xxix. 41. 

Vcr. 7. And the drink-offering thereof shall be the fourth 
part of a hiu for the one lamb.} So it was ordained also' 
in Mount Sinai, as appears from the same Exod. xxix. 40. 
And in this very book there is a general rule given to this 
new generation, that this should be the least quantity of' 
wine which should be offered with a burnt-offering, or 
pcacc-offcring. (See Numb. xv. 5.) Which was a thing 
so constantly practised, that the heathen never sacrificed, 
but they poured wine upon the flesh, as it flamed upon' 
the altar. For though water was sometimes poured upon 
the sacrifices, yet Nonnus saith (lib. iv, Dionysiac.) it was 
when men knew not the use of wine ; for after that was 
found out, they never sacrificed without it. (See Fort. 
Scacchus Myrotbec. 2. cap. 42.) 

f In the holy place.] Upon the altar of burnt-offerings,' 
which stood in the holy place, near to the door of the 
tabernacle, (Exod. xxix. 42.) 

Shalt thou cause the strong wine to be poured out unto 
the Lord for a drink-offering.] The Hebrew word schecar 
commonly signifies any sort of strong drink, but here the 
noblest and most generous wine ; for it was not lawful to 
use any other liquor in their sacrifices. The heathens had 
this reverence to their gods, that they always offered. to 
them the most excellent wine they had ; which appears by 
those words we meet withal so often in Homer (both in 
his Iliads and Odysses) of men's pouring out upon their 
sacrifices, — \ — alSo-ira olvov, or black wine, of the deepest 
colour, red as blood; which was the richest of -all other. 
And Hcrodian, speaking of the vast profuscness of Helio- 
gabalus, who offered hecatombs of oxen every morning, 
with great multitudes of sheep, upon which he heaped all 
manner of spices, adds this also, (lib. v.) o*vou rt tov 
TraXaiorarov kcl\ KaXXtcrrov TroXXovg afMpopiag ttqo^Iwv, &C. 
pouring out many flagons of the oldest and most excellent 
wine on the altars ; so that rivers of wine and blood ran 
mixed together. 

Ver. 8. And the other lamb shalt thou offer at even, &c] 
All the foregoing verses relate to the morning sacrifice; 
and this only briefly prescribes, that the other lamb should 
be offered in the same manner at even, with the very same 
meat-offering and drink-offering. And as no sacrifice was 
to precede the morning burnt-offering, but it was to be of- 
fered first: so this at even was to conclude all the sacri- 
fices of the day, and none to be offered after it. 

A sacrifice made by fire, a sivect savour unto the Lord.] 
As acceptable to him as the morning sacrifice. 

Ver. 9. And on the sabbath-day two lambs of the first 
year without spot.] He doth not mean, that, whereas every 
morning and evening they offered one lamb, on 'the sab- 
bath-day they should offer two; but that there should be 
two lambs oflcrcd on the sabbath, over and above the daily 
offering, as appears from vcr. 10. Whether one of them 
were to be offered in the morning, and the other added at 
the evening sacrifice, it is not said ; but it is most probable 
the sacrifices on the sabbath were so ordered.* For the 
Jews say, that, at the time of this additional sacrifice in 
the morning of the sabbath, they sang at the temple the 
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song of Moses, (Deut. xxxii.) dividing it into six parts, 
and singing one part every sabbath ; so that in six weeks 
they had finished it, and then began again. And at the 
evening sacrifice they sang that song of his Exod. xv. at 
which time the priests sounded the trumpets three times 
more than they did at the ordinary songs. 

And two tenth-deals of flour for a meat-offering, mingled 
with oil, and the drink-offering thereof] As the burnt-offer-, 
ings were double on this day, so a double quantity of flour 
is ordered for the meat-offering that attended the burnt- 
offering (for only a tenth part of an ephah, ver. 5. was 
offered on other days), and consequently there was to be 
as much more oil and wine than daily. And here it may 
be fit to note, that, as soon as the drink-offering .was poured 
out, then thesong beforcmentioned began, with the trum- 
pets and other instruments .of .music; but not till then: 
for the burnt-offering was not perfect, till the drink-offer- 
ing, which was to accompany it, was offered; whereby it 
.was completed. (See Dr. Lightfoot in his Temple Service, 
chap. 7. sect. 2.) 

Ver. 10. This is the burnt-offering, of every sabbath, be- 
sides the continual burnt-offering, and his drink-offering.'] 
The daily sacrifice was not to be omitted on the sabbath, 
but this was to be added to it; and Whence, by the Jews, 
called musaph. Of which sort there were seven more, 
which were to be added to the sacrifice of the day; viz. 
that in the new moon, (ver. 11.) at the Passover, (ver. 19.) 
and the feast of Pentecost, (ver. 26.) in the beginning of 
the year, (chap. xxix. 1.) on the day of expiation, (ver. 7.) 
on the feast of tabernacles there were peculiar sacrifices 
for seven days together, (Lev. xxiii. 35.) and on the last 
day of the feast another, (Numb. . xxix. 35—37.) All 
these were called musaphim, or additional sacrifices to the 
daily sacrifice. 

' Ver. 11. And in the beginnings of your montlts ye shall 
offer a burnt-offering unto the LordJ] This solemn sacrifice 
seems to have been ordained by God, to prevent the idol- 
atry which was usual among the gentiles; who worshipped 
the new moon with great rejoicings when it first appeared. 
Otherwise, the first day of every month was no festival; 
but only a day on which extraordinary sacrifices were 
offered with blowing of trumpets, as seems to be directed 
chap. x. 10. (see there:) which was usual at all solemn 
sacrifices (as I noted before), otherways the feast of blow- 
ing with trumpets was only on the new moon of the seventh 
month, and no other. And therefore it is observable, that 
there is no mention made of the first day of the month 
among the festivals appointed in Lev. xxiii. and conse- 
quently servile work was lawful on this day; and nothing 
more required but only the following sacrifices. The. Jews 
at this day say,.this solemnity was appointed rather for the 
women than the men (for which they give a fabulous 
reason), who are bound to abstain from all works; but the 
men only from the most laborious, such as ploughing the 
ground, &c. (See Buxtorfs Synag. Judaica, cap. 22.) 

Two young bullocks and one ram, seven lambs of the first 
year without spot.] All these were burnt-offerings, which 
were offered besides the daily sacrifice, and besides the 
two lambs, if the first day of the month fell out to be a 
sabbath. In which case, and all others, where several so- 
lemnities met together on the same day, the daily sacrifice 
was offered first, and then the rest of the sacrifices peculiar 
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for that day were to be performed, every one" in" its 
order. .As for example, if the sabbath and new moon, 
and the feast of trumpets, fell out on the same day, they 
began with the daily morning sacrifice; after which fol- 
lowed the sacrifices proper to the sabbath; and after that* 
the sacrifice appointed on the new moon; and then, those 
that belonged to the feast of trumpets: and all was con- 
cluded with the evening sacrifice, as Abarbinel observes iri* 
his preface to the book of Leviticus. 
' \ Ver. 12. And three tenth-deals of flour.] That is, three 
tenth parts of an ephah, (ver; 5.) ' . 

For a meat-offering, mingled.with oil, for one bullock.] 
Le. For each bullock there was to be this proportion of 
flour; which is exactly according to the general rule be- 
fore given, (chap. xv. 9.) 

And two tenth-deals of flour, mingled with oil, for one 
ram.] This is the proportion there prescribed for a ram^ as 
the other for a bullock, (chap. xv. 6.) - 

Ver. 13. And a several tenth-deal of fine flour mingled 
with oil for a meat-offering, unto one lamb.] Unto each of 
the seven lambs beforementioned, (ver. 11.) a meat-offer- 
ing was to be joined in less proportion than the other, ac- 
cording to the rule there given, (chap. xv. 4.) 

For a burnt-offering of a sweet savour, &c] See ver. C. 

Ver. 14. And their drink-offering shall be half a Inn of 
xvinennto a bullock.] See chap. xv. 10. 

And the third part of a Inn for a ram.] See there, ver. 7. 

And afonrthpart of a hinfor a lamb*] See there, ver. 5. 
They that allegorize these things, think the new moon sig- 
nifies the resurrection to a new life in the other world, 
where every one shall receive a reward according to his 
measure. Thus Procopius Gazeeus; in whom they that 
think such expositions useful may find entertainment. 

This is the burnt-offering of every month throughout the 
months of the year.] There are more sacrifices appointed 
on the new moons, than on the sabbath itself; because 
they returned seldomer. And the gentiles multiplying sa- 
crifices on such occasions, if the Jews had not been thus 
employed in the worship of God, they might have been 
tempted to pay their services to idols. 

Ver. 15. And one kid of the goats for a sin-offering.] This 
sacrifice of a goat for a sin-offering, saith the same Proco- 
pius, is coupled with the rest, being a shadow of the pas- 
sion of Christ, for whose sake all our sacrifices are accept- 
able unto God the Father. 

. Unto the Lord.] It is well observed by Grotius, that these 
words unto the Lord were added, to put them in mind at 
this time of the right object of worship ; when they were in 
danger to offer sacrifice to the moon, after the manner of 
the heathens. This is the more to be regarded, because a 
goat being appointed to be offered at two other solemnities, 
and to be offered for a sin-offering, (ver. 22. 30.) it is not 
said, unto the Lord (though certainly so intended), because 
there was no danger at those times to direct their sacrifices 
to a wron£ object, as there was upon the new moons ; 
when* the heathen offered a goat unto the moon, it being a 
creature whose horns are like to those of a new moon. 
R.Bechai long ago observes this : fe A goat (saith he) was 
offered to extirpate the religion of those who worshipped * 
the moon; which makes the Scripture say expressly, zinto 
the Lord." And Maimonides more largely in his More Ne- 
vochim, par. iii. caj>. 46, where, after ho had taken notice 
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of the difference between sin-offerings and burnt-offerings, 
the latter of which being wholly burnt, might be properly 
said to be unto the Lord, whereas sin-offerings were com- 
monly eaten by the priests ; he adds, that " this sin-offer- 
ing is peculiarly said to be unto the Lord, lest any one 
should think this goat to be a sacrifice to the moon, after 
the manner of the Egyptians: which was not necessary to 
be said of tho goats offered at other solemn times, because 
they were not in the beginning of tho month, nor distin- 
guished from other days by any natural sign, but only by 
the appointment of the law; which uses these words conr 
ccrningthis goat peculiarly, to pluck out of men's thoughts 
those inveterate and pernicious opinions of the gentiles; 
who had long sacrificed to the moon at this time, as they 
did to the sun at his rising, and when he entered into the 
several signs."' 

. Besides the continual burnt-offering, and his drink-offer* 
ing.] This is so often particularly mentioned, lest any 
should imagine it, might be spared, when there were such 
liberal offerings of several kinds. 

Ver. 16. And on the fourteenth day of the first month is 
the Passover of the Lord.] See Exod. :xii. 6. 18. Lev. xxiii. 
5. where it is called the Lord's Passover. (See Exod. 
xii. 27.) 

Ver. 17. In the fifteenth day of this month is the feast.] 
The fourteenth day at even the feast of the Passover was 
kept, as appears from Exod. xii. 14. But on the fifteenth 
day began another feast, called the feast of unleavened 
bread. (See Lev. xxiii. 6.) 

. • Seven days sliall unleavened bread be eaten.] See Exod. 
xii. 15. xiii.6,7. Lev. xxiii. 6. 

Ver. 18. On the first day shall be a holy convocation; ye 
shall do no manner of servile work therein.] See Exod. xii. 
16. Lev. xxiii. 7. 

Ver. 19. But ye shall offer a sacrifice made by fire, for a 
burnt-offering unto the Lord.] The solemnity was ordained 
before, and offerings also in general prescribed to be made 
seven days, (see Lev. xxiii. 8.) but the particular sacrifices 
not set down till now. 

Ttvo young bullocks, one ram, and seven lambs of the first 
year, they shall be unto you without spot.] The same sacri- 
fices which were appointed to be offered upon every first 
day of the month, (ver. 11.) 

Ver. 20. And their meat-offering shall be of flour, mingled 
with oil: three tent Jtrdeals shall ye offer for a bullock, and 
two tenth-deals for a ram.] The very same which were ap- 
pointed on the first day of every month/(ver. 12.) 

Ver. 21. A several tenth-deal shalt thou offer for every 
lamb, throughout the seven lambs.] Just as it was in the 
forcmentioned sacrifice, (ver. 13.) And though the drink- 
offerings be not mentioned, they must be understood to be 
the same ; because they always accompanied the meat- 
offerings of burnt-sacrifices, which were not complete with- 
out them. . 

Ver. 22. And one goat for a sin-offering, to make atone* 
mentfor you.] As it was in the new moon, (ver. 15.)* But 
meat and drink-offerings did not accompany offerings for 
sin, save only in the case of ^i leper; who was to bring 
three offerings, a sin-oflering : , a trespass-offering, "and a 
burnt-offering for his cleansing, with three tenth parts of 
an ophali of flour, (Lcv.xiv. 10, &c.) 
Ver. 23. Ye sliall offer these besides the burnt-offering of 



the morning, wluch is the continual offering.] There arc two 
things that are here to be remarked ; that these offerings 
(as I noted before) should not put by the continual burnt- 
sacrifice, but be added to it; and that all these were offered 
in the morning, after the daily morning sacrifice ; and were 
not part of the evening sacrifice, which concluded all. 

Ver. 24. After this manner ye shall offer daily, throughout 
the seven days.] Upon every one of the days of unleavened 
bread, (ver. 17.) which, though it was a great expense, yet 
was but a fitting acknowledgment of God's wonderful good- 
ness to them, in bringing them out of the land of Egypt, 
with all their flocks and their herds ; which was the founda- 
tion of all their happiness afterward, by making them a 
free people. 

TJie meat of my sacrifice made by fire.] Here is tho very 
same word with that ver. 2. where he calls this sacrifice his 
lechem, which we there translate his bread, but here very 
properly, his meat or food:- which was set upon his table 
(the altar) every day, and by his fire from heaven con- 
sumed; w r hich, according to the language of men, was 
called his eating of it: as the heathen gods also arc said to 
eat the fat of their sacrifices, (Deut. xxxii.38.) 

Of a sweet savour unto the Lord.] Very acceptable to 
him ; as hath been often observed. 

It shall be offered besides the continual burnt-offering, and 
his drink-offering.'] There is tha greatest care taken (by 
the frequent repetition of this) that they should not think 
to save their daily sacrifice by these others ; which were to 
be added to it, and not to supply tho place of it. (See 
ver. 15.) 

Ver. 25. And on the seventh day ye shall have a holy 
convocation; ye shall do no servile work therein.] This last 
day of the feast was equal to the first, (Lev. xxiii. 7, 8.) and 
is called a feast unto the Lord, Exod. xiii. 6. 

Ver. 2C. Also the day of the first-fruits.] Called the feast 
of harvest, the first-fruits of their labours, Exod. xxiii. 1Q: 
and the feast of weeks, when they brought the first-fruits 
of wheat-harvest, (Exod. xxxiv. 22. Deut. xvi. 10.) The 
Jews intheir writings commonly call this feast by the name 
of atzereth, and so doth the Chaldce paraphrase upon this 
place; though Abarbinel observes, that this alone, of all 
the three great feasts, is never called so in the Holy Scrip- 
ture. It is hardj therefore to tell, why the Jews call it so 
in a singular manner; but our learned Dr. Lightfoot hath 
made several probable conjectures about it; one of which 
(and most pertinent to this place) is, because there was a 
restraint, as the word signifies, upon the people, from 
bringing their first-fruits till this feast. If any did, .they 
received them not from them, but laid them by till this day 
came. (See Temple Service, chap. 14. sect. 4.) 

When ye bring a new meat-offering unto the Lord.] Men- 
tioned Lev. xxiii. 1G. which were two loaves made of their 
first corn, ver. 17. where they are called the first-fmits 
unto the Lord. 

After your weeks be out.] That is, the seven weeks which 
they were to number from the morrow after the sabbath, 
(Lev. xxiii. 15.) t. e. after the first day of unleavened bread : 
when they offered another sort of first-fruits (which must be 
carefully distinguished from those hero mentioned), viz. of 
the barley-harvest, which began at the Passover; when 
they were to bring a sheaf of their first-fruits unto the priest, 
(Lcvit. xxiii. 10.) the presenting of which sheaf was an 
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introduction to harvest, and procured them liberty to begin 
to put the sickle into the corn; which now, after seven 
weeks, they reaped, and carried in at this feast, when they 
brought these new first-fruits unto the Lord. All which is 
a description of that which in the New Testament is called 
the feast of Pentecost; being fifty days, as we read there in 
Leviticus, after the other great feast. 

Ye shall have a holy convocation ; ye shall do no servile 
work.] SceLev.xxiii.21. 

Ver. 27. But ye *hall offer the burnt-offering for a sweet 
savour unto the Lord.] Over and' above the burnt-offering 
which was prescribed to be offered with the two loaves be- 
ibrementioned, (Lev. xxiii. 18.) unto which this was an ad- 
ditional sacrifice, plainly distinct from it. 

Two young bullocks, one ram, seven lambs of the first 
year.] The very same that were ofderedto be offered upon 
every new moon, and every day of the feast of unleavened 
bread, ver. 11. 19, &c. whereas that in Leviticus is one 
young bullock, two rams, and seven lambs. 

Ver. 28. And their meat-offering of flour mingled with oil, 
three tenth-deals unto one bullock, &c] The very same that 
is prescribed to accompany the burnt-offering on the new 
moon, and in the feast of unleavened bread, (ver. 12. 20.) 

Ver. 29. Anda several tenth-deal unto one lamb, through- 
cut the seven lambs.] So it is ordained before in the former 
cases, (ver. 13. 21.) 

Ver. 30. And one kid of the goats to make an atonement 
for you*] Besides the kid prescribed for the same purpose, 
when the two loaves were offered,'(Lev. xxiii. 19.) which 
was accompanied with two lambs for a sacrifice of peace- 
offerings. So that there were a great many sacrifices of- 
fered at this famous festival; though it did not last so long 
as that of the Passover. 

Ver. 31. Ye shall offer them besides the continual burnt- 
offering.] He still takes caro that this daily sacrifice should 
not be omitted, by reason of such a number of other sacri- 
fices, which were to attend upon it, but not* to put it by, 
(ver. 10'. 15. 23.) 

Tliey shall be unto you without blemish.] This might 
have been sufficiently understood, from what was said of 
the daily offering, (ver. 3.) and of all the other prescribed 
in this chapter, (ver. 11. 19.) But, lest any profane person 
might think there was no need to be so scrupulous about 
these sacrifices, because it is only said, two young bullocks, 
one ram, and seven lambs of tlie first year, (ver. 27.) these 
words are also here added, to take away, all doubt; they 
shall be unto you without blemish, i.e. as perfect as all the 
rest are ordered to be.. 

It is observable, that there isnot so much as one peace* 
offering ordered'in all this chapter, which was a sort of sa- 
crifice that was most for the benefit of those that brought 
it to the altar; but all burnt-offerings (excep ta few sin- 
offerings), which were wholly for the honour of God, and 
acknowledgment of his sovereign dominion over them, and 
of the duty they owed him. And as the sin-offerings were 
shadows of that great sacrifice of God's own Son, which 
was one day to be offered for the sins of men, out of his in- 
finite love to them; so the whole burnt-offerings (which 
were always of the most perfect creatures, the finest flour, 
the choicest fruits of the earth, and the best liquor) were 
shadows of that excellent degree of piety, which the Son of 
God intended to bring into the world; which would move 
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men, out of love to God, to give themselves wholly up to 
him, and devote all they had, even their own lives, to his 
service. 

CHAP. XXIX. 

Ver; I.jcLnD in the seventh month.] Which was anciently 
the first month of the year ; but now the seventh* reckon- 
ing from that wherein the Passover was kept ; which fdr a 
special reason was made the first : (see Exod. x. 2.) 

On Jhe first day of the month ye shall have a holy con* 
vocation; ye shall do no servile tvork.] So it was ordained 
before, in Lev. xxiii. 24, 25. 

It is a day of blowing of trumpets nnto you.] In that 
place of Leviticus it is called a memorial of blowing of 
trumpets from morning until evening; which the Jews fancy 
was to awaken them to repentance, upon the great day 
of expiation, which followed on the tenth day of this month. 
But it was manifestly intended quite contrary, to excite 
them unto joy and gladness : for zichron teruah is a memo- 
rial of jubilation, triumph, and shouting for joy; the word 
teruah being never used in Scripture, but for a sound, or 
shout of gladness ; as the Chaldee word jabbaba, which is 
here used by the paraphrast, always signifies. And this 
agrees with their notion, who think; it was a special re- 
membrance of the creation of the world, at which the an* 
gels rejoiced. Or, it might be ordained to stir up the peo- 
ple to a grateful remembrance of all God's benefits the year 
past. Whatsoever was the cause, certain it is, this seventh 
month was very famous on this account, that more solemn 
days were to be kept in it than in all the year besides; 
and upon that account, the people might be awakened,* by 
this blowing of trumpets, to observe them aright. 

Ver. 2. And shall offer a burnt-offering for a sweet savour 
unto the Lord.] Over and above all other sacrifices, which 
were heretofore ordered upon this day, as appears from 
ver. 6. 

One bullock, one ram, and seven lambs of the first year, 
without blemish.] This is less than was appointed upon the 
foregoing festivals, (chap, xxviii. 19. 27.) because those 
very sacrifices were also to be offered upon this day, on an- 
other account; as I shall observe on ver. 6. 

Ver. 3. And their meat-offering shall be of flour mingled 
with oil,. three tenth-deals for a bullock, and two for a rami] 
This is the proportion appointed, by a general rule, for all 
sacrifices of this kind. (See the fifteenth chapter of this 
book, ver. 6. 9.) 

Ver. 4. And one tenth-deal for one lamb, Ice] So it is 
there appointed, (ver. 4.) 

Ver. 5. And one kid of the goats for a sin-offering, to make 
an atonement for you.] As is appointed in the foregoing 
festivals, (chap, xxviii. 15. 22. 30.) 

Ver; 6. Besides the burnt-offering of the morning, with Ms 
meat-offering.] It w r as appointed before, that in the begin- 
ning of every month there should be a burnt-offering of- 
fered of two bullocks, &c. (chap, xxviii. 11, 12.) which was 
not to be omitted in the beginning of this month; but these 
other sacrifices added to the offerings of every new moon : 
which made this a greater new moon than any other; being 
the first moon of the old civil year. ; 

And the daily burnt-offering, and his meat-offering, and 
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their drink-offerings.] With which the solemnity of the day- 
began; and then followed the proper sacrifices belonging 
to it. 

According to their manner.'] Or, in the order which God 
appointed: which I observed before (on chap, xxviii. 11.) 
was this; that, first, the daily burn t-sacriticc was offered; 
then the sacrifices appointed for the first day of every 
month; and then those appointed for this first day of the 
seventh month. 

.. For a sweet savour, a sacrifice made by fire unto the Jjord.] 
Which was acceptable to the Divine Majesty, when per- 
formed according to his directions. 

. Ver. 7.* And ye shall have on the tenth day of this month 
a holy convocation.] This solemn assembly is ordered 
twice before in the book of Leviticus, (chap. xvi. 29. xxiii. 
27.) and here repeated, perhaps, for the sake of Elcazar 
and Joshua, who were newly advanced to their several 
offices, that they might take special notice of it, and see it 
observed. 

-And ye shall afflict your souls.] That was the special in- 
tention of it (as we read in both the forenamed places), that 
they might receive the benefit of the atonement on this day 
made. 

Ye shall not do any work therein.] It was to be observed 
as strictly as a sabbath, (Levit. xvi. 31. xxiii. 32.) wherein 
they were to abstain not merely from servile work, but 
from all manner of work whatsoever, (Levit. xvi. 29. xxiii. 
28.30.) 

Ver. 8. And ye shall offer a burnt-offering unto the Lord 
for a sweet savour.] Endeavour to procure acceptance of 
the rest of the sacrifices of the day, with this whole burnt- 
offering, besides the daily sacrifice ; as it follows, (ver. 11.) 

One bullock, one ram, and seven lambs of the first year, &c.] 
The same that were appointed on the foregoing solemnity, 
ver. 2. (except the monthly offering, ver. G.)"to which was 
added another ram for a burnt-offering, (Levit. xvi. 5.) as 
a devout acknowledgment that they owned him alone for 
their sovereign Lord. 

■ Ver. 9, 10. And their meaUoffering shall be of fine flour, 
&c] The'mcat-offering attending these burnt-offerings was 
to be in the same proportion as before ordered, (ver. 3, 4.) 

Ver.. 11. One kid of the goats for a sin-offering.] As was 
appointed in the foregoing solemnity, (ver. 5.) 

Besides the sin-offering of atonement.]' Mentioned Levit. 
xvi. 9, &c. whose blood was carried by the high-priest into 
the most holy place; which was dono in no other sacri- 
fice but that, and the bullock which was offered as a sin- 
offering for the family of Aaron on the same day, (Levit. 
xvi. 14.) 

And the continual burnt-offering, and the meat-offering of 
it, and their drink-offerings.] These were no more to be 
omitted on the great day of atonement, than on any other 
day; but the service of the day was to begin with the con- 
tinual burnt-offering; and then followed the burnt-offer- 
ings, with the meat and drink-offerings belonging to them, 
and the sin-offering here prescribed ; and then the sacrifice 
of atonement, and all that is ordered in the sixteenth chap- 
ter of Leviticus, for the expiation of the sins of all the 
people of Israel: which sacrifice the present Jews now 
wanting, and yet.bcing sensible of the necessity of sonic 
satisfaction, but not believing in our blessed Saviour/ who 
hath fully made it for all mankind ; they arc in a lamentable 



plunge, and aro put to most wretched shifts to devise some- 
thing to supply the "place of the sacrifice of. atonement, 
which was wont to be made for them. One is their own 
death; it being the continual prayer of every one of them, 
upon their death-bed, " Let my death be the expiation for 
my sins." Another is (which is so absurd, that Leo Modinft 
saith they do not use it now in Italy, nor in the eastern 
countries), the killing of* a white cock (if one can be got) 
by the men, and a white hen by the women, on the eve of 
this day, saying, " Let this cock be an exchange for me; 
let it come in my stead; let it be my expiation; let it die, 
but I and Israel live happily;" as Buxtorf shews in his 
Synagog. Judaica, cap. 25. Which I should not here 
mention, were it not to shew, that they have the very same 
notion still of a sacrifice for sin (even now that they can 
t onlymake an imitation of it), which we have of the sacrifice 
of Christ, who was put in our place, and offered himself to 
God in our stead; and that it ought to be pure and inno- 
cent, which is offered instead of a sinner. 

Ver. 12. And on the fifteenth day of the seventh month 
ye shall have a holy convocation; ye shall do no servile 
work.] See Levit. xxiii. 35. 

And ye shall keep a feast unto the Lord seven days.] viz. 
The feast of tabernacles, (Levit. ixiii. 34.) which was after 
the harvest and vintage, (Deut. xvi.* 13.) and kept seven 
days* with great joy and gladness of heart; but they were 
not bound to abstain from semile work all' this time, but 
only on the first day and on the seventh. 

Ver. 13. And ye shall offer a burnt-offering, a sacrifice 
made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lord.] The same 
kind of sacrifice which was prescribed on the other festivals, 
to be offered up wholly in honour of God : but here is, a 
faT larger proportion than in any other solemnity. • 

Thirteen young bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs of 
the first year, &c] On the other festivals two bullocks suf- 
ficed, (chap, xxviii. 11. 19. 27.) and on the festival in the 
beginning of this month only one was appointed; but here 
arc thirteen; and so they continued to be 'offered seven 
days successively, with the decrease only of one bullock 
every day, till on the seventh day only seven bullocks wctc 
offered, which in all made Seventy bullocks. The rams 
also and the lambs were in a double proportion to what 
was usual throughout the whole festival ; which was a vast 
charge, but more easy at this time of the year than any 
other, because now their barns were full, and their wine- 
presses overflowed; and their hearts might well be sup- 
posed tp be more enlarged than at other times, in thankful- 
ness to God for his great benefits. Yet this very gross, 
troublesome, and expensive way of serving God, made the 
best men among them groan, and long for the coming of 
Christ; in whose days, their own doctors say, no sacrifices 
shall remain, but those of thanksgiving, and praise, and 
prayer. With which they have been forced to be' content 
for above sixteen hundred years ; and, instead of these 
additional sacrifices unto the daily, have added peculiar 
prayers (which they also call musaphim) unto the common 
prayers they used every day: (See Buxtorf concerning the 
feast of the new moon, in his Synagog. Jud. cap. 22.) 

Ver. 14, 15. Their meaUoffering shall be of fine flour, 
&c] The same proportions which arc ordered, by a general 
rule, to every sacrifice of a bullock, and of a ram, (chap, xv.) 

Ver. 1G. And one kid of the goats for a sin-offering, besides 
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the continual burnt-offering, &c] There is no augmentation 
of the sin-offering; but it is the same with that on other 
festivals, (ver. 5.) And all these sacrifices, it appears by 
this, were to.be added to the daily sacrifice. - . 
. Ver. 17. And on the second day ye shall offer twelve 
young bullocks, &c.] Here one bullock less, than on the day 
before, is ordered to be. offered; and so. on every succeed- 
ing day there is still a decrease of one bullock; which is 
all the difference between the offerings on the seven days of 
this feast, upon every one. of which there was the' same 
number of rams and lambs, without any diminution. ., Which 
Moses thought fit to set down distinctly from this verse to 
the thirty-fifth, that there might be no mistake. But little 
need be noted upon them. 

. Ver. 18. According to their number, after the manner.'] 
Prescribed ver. 14, 15. ; :^ .... 

Ver. 35. On the eighth day ye shall have a solemn assem- 
bly.'] There is a peculiar word here used to denote this to 
be a great day, as I noted upon Lev. xxiii. 36. (See there.) 

Ye shall do no servile tvork therein.] It was to be ob- 
served as the first day of the feast of tabernacles, both'of 
them being called a sabbath, Lev. xxiii. 39. 
i Ver. 36. But ye shall offer a burnt-offering, a sacrifice 
made by fire, of, a sweet] savour unto the Lord.] Here is a 
peculiar sacrifice appointed upon this day, in the same 
terms as upon the first day of the feast of tabernacles, 
(ver. 13.) ( , .;.. ... . » 

One bullock, one ram, seven lambs of the first year, &c] 
But though this was an extraordinary day, and. a distinct 
festival, (as I shewed upon Lev. xxiii. 39.) yet here aTe 
fewer sacrifices prescribed on this day, than upon any of 
the foregoing seven.. .For on every one of them two rams 
were offered and fourteen lambs ; and here but half so 
many: and seven bullocks were the fewest that were of- 
fered upon any of those days (and on the first day thirteen), 
but here only one. By which God consulted, perhaps, the 
weakness of mankind, who naturally grew weary both of 
the charge and of the labour of such services, when they 
were long-continued : and therefore he made them every. 
day less toilsome and expensive ; and put them in mind, 
likewise, that : the- multitude of sacrifices did not procure 
their, acceptance with God ; and in length of time they 
would come to nothing, and be utterly abolished, to es- 
tablish something better in their room. 

Ver. 37. Their meat-offering, and their drink-offerings, 
for the bullock, for the ram, and for the lambs, shall be ac- 
cording to their number, after the manner.] In such propor- 
tions as God had before ordained in the fifteenth chapter 
of this book, in the beginning of it; as I have often ob- 
served. 

Ver. 38. And one goat for a sin-offering, besides the con- 
tinual burnt-offering, &c] This is never omitted upon any 
festival, (chap..xxviii. 15. 22. 30. xxix. 5. 11. 16. 19, &c). 
to put them in mind, that, after all their services, they stood 
in need of forgiveness. , .. , 

Ver. 39. These things shall ye do (or offer) unto the Lord 
in your set feasts.] All these feasts were fixed and stated 
at certain times ; on which God was to be worshipped after 
the manner here prescribed in these two chapters. For 
all these offerings (except one sin-oflcring upon each set 
day) were wholly burnt-offerings (as I have already ob- 
served), which may properly be said to be done, that is, 



offered unto the Lord; neither people nor priests having 
-, any share in them. 

Besides your vows, and your free-will-offerings, for your 
burnt-offerings.'] Besides these, every man might offer other 
burnt-offerings; either in performance of a vow, or freely, 
out of his affection to God. (See chap. xv. 3.) 

For your meat-offerings, and for your drink-offerings.] 
There are five several sorts of meat-offerings ; which were 
left to every man's free-will, to bring as he pleased. See 
the second chapter of Leviticus, where they are described. 
* And for your peace-offerings.] These are described in the 
third chapter of that book : a great number of which, it is 
likely, men offered voluntarily upon all the forementione'd 
festivals; for otherwise they would have had no means to 
feast with God at his house, nor to entertain their friends 
and neighbours, as the custom was at such times of public 
rejoicing; which they did upon that part of the peace-offer- 
ings which was given them, after the fat was offered to God, 
and the wave-breast and heave-shoulder given to the priest, 
(Lev. vii. 15, &ci 34.) 

Ver. 40. And Moses told the children of Israel, according 
to all that the Lord commanded Moses.] He acquainted all 
the people (by the heads of their tribes, perhaps, of whom 
we read in the beginning of the next chapter) with all . 
these commands of God, which concerned his worship and 
service- • * 

CHAP : XXX. 

Ver.l. JjLND Moses spake unto the heads of the tribes.] 
There were wont to be extraordinary assemblies of these, 
or other great men, upon special occasions, as Mr. Sel- 
den observes, (lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 14. n. 4.) who are 
sometimes called, as they are here, the heads of all the 
tribes, and the ciders, (Dcut. v. 23.) and, in other places, 
the heads of the people, (Deut. xxx. 5.) the whole congrega- 
tion of the children of Israel, (Josh, xviii. 1. xxii. 12.) the 
chief of all the people, (Judg. xx. 2.) all Israel, (1 Sam. vii. 
5.) all the princes of Israel, the princes of the tribes, (1 Chrou.. 
xxviii. 1.) all the elders of Israel; and heads of the tribes, and 
chief of the fathers', (2 Chron. v. 2.) the counsel of the princes 
and elders, (Ezra x. 8.) And it is commonly said by the 
Hebrew doctors, concerning such assemblies, that where- 
soever the children of Israel were met together, or the greater 
part of them, there the Schechinah (that is, the 'Divine Ma- 
jesty, or the Holy Ghost, as they sometimes speak) ivas 
wont to rest. 

--Concerning the children of Israel, saying.] Acquainted 
' them with a matter which concerned all the people ; willing 
them to communicate it to them. 

This is the thing which the Lord hath commanded.] It is 
very probable there had been some case propounded to him 
about vows ;« concerning which he here gives such rules, as 
might direct them in time to come. J« 

Ver*. 2. If a man.] It is reasonable to think, that this in- 
cludes the other. sex also; provided they be in their own 
power, and not subject to another, and be in thejr right 
mind. . . :: 

s Voiv a vow unto the Lord.] Promise solemnly unto God 
something that is for his honour and service ; for that seems 
to be meant by unto the Lord: as, that he will offer some 
sacrifice at the feast abovenientioned, more than is pic- 
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scribed; or afflict his soul on some other day, besides the 
day of atonement. (See ver. L3.) 

Or swear an oath to bind his soul with a bond.] Whether 
it be a simple vow, or bound also with a solemn oath; 
which made a double obligation, by calling God to witness 
the sincerity of his intentions. 

He shall not break his word.'] In the Hebrew it is, he sltall 
not profane his word; for it being solemnly passed to God, 
it made hira vile and contemptible if he did not keep it 
The Jewish doctors very prudently advise their scholars 
not to accustom themselves to make vows, but to content 
themselves with doing what the law commands, and ab- 
staining from what it forbids ; but if they did make them, 
to look upon it as a high affront to God not to perform them. 

He shall do according to all that proceedeth out of his 
wouth.] If the thing be lawful, and possible. And if he 
appointed no time for the doing of it, he was to think him-; 
selfobligedtodoitpresently,withoutdelay,(Deut.xxii.21.) 

Ver. 3. If a woman also vow a vow unto the Lord.] As 
most interpreters think the word man, in the foregoing 
verse, comprehends women, who were in as perfect liberty 
as the men he speaks of; so the word woman here compre- 
hends all men, who are in the same circumstances with 
those women, whom he here directs in their vows : whom 
Jio considers in a threefold state ; before they are married, 
and after marriage, and in their widowhood. 

And bind herself by a bond.] By an oath, wherewith she 
confirms her vow ; as it seems to be interpreted ver. 10. 13. 

Being in her father's house, in her youth.] That is, being 
a part of his family, and still under his government, and 
not married. For the fathers power lasts no longer, as 
Grotius observes, (lib. ii.de Jure Belli etPacis, cap. 5, n. 7.) 
In which condition likewise are all sons, who remain in 
their father's family, undisposed of in marriage : and all 
servants, who arc manifestly in subjection to their masters; 
and therefore could no more resolve to do what they 
pleased, than the women here mentioned. - 

Ver. 4. And her father heareth her vow, and her bond 
wherewith she hath bound herself] The first of these may re- 
late to her simple vow ; and the next to an oath wherewith 
she binds it, to make it firmer; which her father is sup- 
posed to hear, either when she spake the words, or when 
she acquainted him with her vow, as in duty she was bound 
to do. . 

And her father shall hold his peace at her.] If he did not 
declare that he disallowed what she had promised, it was 
supposed he consented to it: unless he said he would take. 
time to consider, and neither allow nor disallow for the pre- 
sent; in which case, in all reason, she was to wait for. his 
resolution. 

Then all her vows shall stand, &c] It was not in his 
power afterward to disannul any of them, if he did not con- 
tradict them when he was told of them, or after the time he 
had taken for deliberation. 

Ver. 5. But if her father disallow her in the day that he 
heareth.] As soon as he comes acquainted with it. 

Not any of her vows, or her bonds, wherewith she hath 
bound her soul, shall stand.] Though she had bound her 
vows with an oath, they were not to be performed, when 
her father had declared his will to the contrary. 

And the Lord shall forgive her.] The not performing her 
vow shall not be imputed to her as a sin. 



Because her father disallowed Iter.] Whose consent was 
supposed to be necessary, before the. vow could be bind- 
ing; she being, while a part of his family, under his power, 
and not her own. Some have fancied, that when her father 
was dead the vow revived, because then she was at her own 
disposal : but it is plain, her father wholly disannulled the 
vow, when he did not approve it ; so that it could not re- 
cover a force it never had, being made without his consent. 
The same is to bo said of a guardian, who was supposed 
to be in the place of a father, when he died and left his chil-. 
dren to his care. And this power was fit to be reserved to 
parents (as a late learned man, Puffendorf, observes), not 
only lest women, in their imprudent years, should undo them- 
selves, by vowing more than their fortunes could bear; but 
also, lest the paternal estate should be burdened by such 
vows, or the necessary affairs of the family hindered. So 
that this power did not flow from positive laws, but from 
natural reason ; nobody that is subject to another having 
any right to dispose of those things which are under that 
power to which they are subject. 

Ver. 6. And if she had at all a husband when she vowed.] 
Was a married woman, or espoused to a husband, though, 
still in her father's house (as it appears from ver. 10. this 
must be interpreted), when she made this- vow, then it was 
to be considered, not what her father, but her husband (un- 
der whose power she now was) should determine about it. 

Or uttered aught out of her lips, wherewith she bound her 
soul:] Said any thing, which she confirmed by an oath. 

Ver. 7. And her husband heard it.] Either was present 
when she spake it ; or she told it him afterward. ' 

And he held his peace, in the day that he heard it.] Said 
nothing to signify his disallowance of it : (see ver. 4.) 

Tlien her vows shall stand, &c] As before, (ver. .4.) 

Ver. 8. But if her husband disallow her, &c] See ver, 5.- 
where there is the same case of a daughter under the power 
of her father, as here of a wife under the power of her 
husband. 

Ver. 9. But every vow of a tvidow, or of her that is di~ 
vorced, wherewith she hath bound her soul, shall stand 
-against her.] The reason, of this is so plain, that one would * 
think it needed not to have been mentioned, because such, 
women wero wholly in their own power, being free from 
their husbands. Therefore it is very probable he speaks 
here of a widow, or divorced woman, returned to her fa-, 
ther's house,*(as the manner frequently was, Lev. xxii. 13.) 
who might bo supposed to. recover his ancient power over 
her, to disannul her vows, as he might before she was mar-* 
ried: which is here absolutely condemned; for though she 
lived with him, she was her own woman (as we now speak), 
and might dispose of herself and her goods as she pleased, 
without his consent. 

Ver. 10. And if she vowed in her husband's house, or 
bound her soul by a bond with an oath.] i. e. Engaged her- 
self in a vow, and perhaps confirmed it with an oath, while 
she and her husband lived together, or before she was di- 
vorced from him. 

Ver. 11. And her husband heard it, and held. his peace, 
and disallowed it not : then all her voivs shall stand, &c] 
She was bound, in this case, to make them good after he 
was dead, or she was divorced from him. 

Ver. 12. But if her husband hath utterly made them void 
on the day he heard them, &c] Then, when she was in her 
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own power, by his death, or by a divorce, she was not 
bound to make them good; because, when she made them, 
her husband, under whose power she then was, had utterly 
made thera void. 

Ver. 13. Every vow, and every binding oath, to afflict the 
soitl.] This shews what the matter of these vows frequently 
was; to abstain from such or such meats, though in them- 
selves lawful ; or to fast, and eat nothing at all on other 
days, as well as on the great day of expiation ; which was 
the only fast ordained by the law of Moses. 

Her husband may establish it, or her husband may make 
it void.] There is an excellent discourse of Maimonides', in 
his More Nevochim, (par. iii. cap. 48.)' to shew that this is 
most reasonable; where he observes, that, as the law prohi- 
bited some meats, so pious people sometimes vowed to for- 
bear such as were not prohibited ; that by this means they 
might learn contentment with a little, or continence, and 
give a check to an immoderate appetite* From whence the 
saying among the doctors, that Vows are the hedge ofsepa* 
ration ; i. e. a great guard to a holy life. But since, through 
the vehemence of their affections and passions, many wo- 
men are prone to act unadvisedly, if vows were wholly in 
their power, great inconveniences, dissensions, and confu- 
sions, might arise in families, whilst this sort of meat is 
lawful to the husband, but not to the wife ; this permitted 
to the daughter, but prohibited to the mother. Forw T hich 
reason (saith he) this authority was given to the governors 
of families; in all things to order them, as they saw would 
be for their profit, or detriment. 

Ver. 14. But if her husband,} Or, for if her husband. 

Altogether held his peace at herefrom day to day.] When 
lie knew what she had vowed ; as it follows in the end of 
the vorse. 

He establisheth all her vows, &c] His silence was to be * 
interpreted a consent to allow what she vowed. There was 
no need to add the contrary; which is here to be under- 
stood: that if he said he did not allow them, then they 
should not bind her. 

Ver. 15. But if he shall any ways make them void, after 
he hath heard them.'] Hinder her from performing her vow, 
after he had given his consent, by saying nothing against 
it, when he heard her make the vow. 

Then he shall bear her iniquity. 1 God will punish him, 
not her, for not performing the vow. Paulus Fagius thinks 
the meaning is, that if the first day he heard of her vow he 
did not disannul it, but attempted to do it the next day, or 
the third day after, he should bear the blame, if the vow 
was not made good. 

. Ver. 16. These are the statutes which the Lord com- 
manded Moses between a man and his wife, between the 
father and his daughter, being yet in her youth, in her 
fathers house.] It is likely some differences arose in some 
families about these matters; and therefore these laws 
were made for the settling the power of husbands over their 
wives, and parents over their children, while they were 
young, and continued a part of their family. 

CHAR XXXL 

Ver. 1. ^cxND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] Not 
long before his death, as appears from the next verse. 



Ver. 2. Avenge the children of Israel of the Midianites.] 
This had been commanded before, but no time set for it; 
which now is determined. The Moabites are not men- 
tioned; because the Midianites seem to have been the first 
or chief contrivers of that mischief which befel the Israel- 
ites, by the enticements of their women: (see chap. xxv. 
17, 18.) 

Afterward shall thou be gathered unto thy people.] When 
he had given a few other directions, concerning their pos- 
sessing the countries already conquered, and the land of 
Canaan, (chap, xxxii. xxxiv. xxxv.) and providing for 
the Levites there, (chap, xxxvi.) God had warned him to 
prepare for his death before this, (chap, xxvii. 12.) but he 
first let him have the satisfaction of seeing the Midianites 
punished; and gave him some time to settle the public 
affairs, and to make also along exhortation to the Israel- 
ites, to observe all that he had commanded them. 

Ver. 3. And Moses spake unto the people, saying.] He 
speedily put this command' in execution ; which might 
possibly be in the ninth month of the fortieth year. 

Arm some of yourselves itnto the war.~] He doth not at 
first determine the number; but as many as pleased might 
offer themselves voluntarily, to be ready to obey him. 

And let them go against the Midianites, and avenge the 
LordofMidian.] The Lord bade him avenge the children of 
Israel, (ver. 2.) but Moses bids them avenge the Lord: iot 
they had the same interest, and were both injured at the 
same time, and by the same means. And as God was 
so gracious as to resent the evil done to Israel, so Moses, 
in duty and gratitude to God, thought himself bound rather 
to consider the dishonour that was done to him, whose war 
this was; not only because undertaken by his command, 
but in his quarrel (with those who had drawn the Israelites 
to idolatry), and for the sake of his people. 

Ver. 4. Of every tribe a thousand, throughout all the 
tribes of Israel, shall ye send to the war.] AVhen a great 
many, perhaps all the people; appeared ready to go to 
war, he ordered, that only a select number should be sent, 
of a thousand out of each of the twelve tribes. 

Ver. 5. So there were delivered, out of the thousands of 
Israel, a thoxtsand of every tribe.] Their officers picked out 
this number from among the rest ; or they were chosen by 
lot for this service; or they stepped out and offered them- 
selves volunteers (as we speak), which the twenty-seventh 
verse may seem to countenance, where they are called, 
those that took the war upon them. 

Twelve thousand armed for war I] This was but a small 
number, compared with the whole nation of the Midianites, 
(who had five kings, ver. 8.) But God would, have them 
rely more upon him, than upon the multitude of a host ; 
and let them see, by their success against this people, that 
they needed not fear the conquest of Canaan. 

Ver. 6. And Moses sent them to the war, a thousand of 
every tribe.] He gave them their commission to fight the 
Midianites. 

Them and Phineas the son of Eleazar the priest.] Who 
was not their commander-in-chief (or their general, as we 
now speak), for it did not belong to the priestly office to 
conduct armies : and it is said expressly in the words fol- 
lo wing, he went with the holy instruments, &c. to be ready to 
perform all such sacred offices, as should be required by 
the general, who, it is most likely, was Joshua. It is true, 
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indeed, that Phincas was a man of great courage, and had 
lately performed a singular piece of service, which had 
won him great reputation. This hath made some think, lie 
was the fitter to go and to avenge the Lord of Midian, as he 
had begun to do, (chap. xxv. 8.) In aftertimes also, in the 
days of the Maccabees, who were of the family, of, the 
priests, the armies of Israel were led by them against their 
enemies.- But then it must be considered, that they were 
also the supreme governors of the people, and there were 
no other. 

. With the holy instruments.] By which Jonathan under-, 
stands the tirim and thummim; which some think Phi- 
neas carried along with him, wheTewith to consult the Di- 
vine Majesty, in case of any difficulty that might arise 
about the management of the war. And to make out this, 
they suppose Eleazar to be qld and crazy, or labouring un- 
der some infirmity; which was the reason that Phineas his 
son was substituted in his room to perform this office. (See 
our very learned Dr. Spencer, Dissert, de Urim et Thum- 
mim, cap. G. sect. 2.) But this may be justly doubted, whe- 
ther Phineas, being only the son of the high-priest, and not 
yet capable of that office, could be substituted to perform 
this great charge, which belonged to the high-priest alone. 
Nor do we find any warrant for consulting the Lord by 
'tirim and thummim, but only before the most holy place, 
(see chap, xxvii. 21.) And therefore it seems to mo far 
more likely, that he means the ark, which was wont to be 
carried, in following times, into the field, when they went 
to fight Mith their enemies, (1 Sam. iv. 4, 5. xiv. 18. 2 Sam. 
xi. 1.) Yea, Joshua himself, not long after this time, or- 
dered the ark to be carried, with priests blowing the trum- 
pets before it, when he surrounded Jericho, (Josh. vi. 4. 6, 
7, &e.) And therefore the holy instruments being here joined 
with the trumpets to blow in his hand, it makes it the more 
probablo, that the ark may be here meant; there being also 
something in this very book to countenance this opinion: 
(see chap. xiv. 44. but especially chap, xxxii. 20. 22.) 

But it must be confessed, that it is never thus expressed 
in any other place of Holy Scripture, but always called the 
ark of God, or of the covenant, or the testimony, or the like. 
And therefore, perhaps, they give the truest sense of these 
words, who take the following words to be an explication 
l of them; that is, the trumpets were the .holy instruments, 
which he carried in his hand. 

And the trumpets to blow in his hand.] Which he deli- 
vered to the priests who followed him, to sound an alarm, 
when they went to fight, according to the direction, chap. 
x. 8, 9. and as the practice was in future ages, (2 Chron. 
xiii. 12.) 

Ver. 7. And they ivarred against the Midianites.] It is • 
not certain whether the Midianites came out of their country 
to' give them battle; or they first broke into their country, 
and then fought their army. 

As the Lord commanded Moses.] One would think this 
meant no more, but that they obeyed the commandment of 
God beforementioned, (ver. 2.) But the Jews think he hath 
respect to another particular commandment, which they 
say t was given by Moses, when they went out to this war: 
that they should not, when they besieged any city, begirt it 
quite round, but only on three sides; leaving one naked, 
that the besieged might flee away, if they pleased; by 
which meaus effusion of human blood was prevented. So 



Gnil. Schickard observes out of Siphri in his Mischpat 
Ilammelech, cap. 5. Theor. 18. and Mr. Selden since him, 
lib. vi. de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 15. where he shews they 
understand this of all wars but those against the seven' na- 
tions in Canaan and Amalek ; towards whom this kindness 
was not shewn, as appears by the siege of Jericho. But 
the laws about managing wars, which are mentioned in the 
book of Deuteronomy, do not seem to have been yet given; 
though the Jews fancy this law was now given about Mi- 
dian, and observed ever after. » 

And sleiv all the males.] Who were in this fight, and did 
not save themselves by flight. 

•Ver. 8. And iliey slew the kings of Midian.] Little kings, 
called princes, Josh. xiii. 21. where they are said to be 
dukes of Sihon, i. e. great men tributary to Sihon, while 
he continued king of the Amorites. But after the Israelites 
had conquered him, they took, perhaps, the title of kings. 

Besides the rest of them that were slain.] They made not 
only a great slaughter of the people, but killed their chief 
commanders, who led them on. 

Namely, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, &c.] They are parti- 
cularly named, that all their neighbours might be satisfied 
of the truth of this history. And he that is called Zur, is 
thought to have been the father of Cozbi, whom Phi- 
neas slew. 

* Balaam also, the son of Beor, they slew toith the sword.] 
He had seen such good success of his wicked counsel, 
(which he gave either as he went home, or returning again 
to them: see chap, xxiv.wft.) that, presuming the Israelites 
were forsaken of their God, he adventured to go along 
with the Midianites unto this battle; hoping he might curse 
the Israelites, now that iniquity (£. e. idolatry) was found 
among them; which he could not do while they were free 
from it. Thus he perished by his own wicked devices; 
and was so far from having his wish, that he might " die 
the death of the righteous" (that is, live long), that (as the 
Jews say) he was slain in the thirty-fourth year of his age. 
The doctors in the GemaTa of the Sanhedrin, (cap. 11. sect 
11.) ask, "What did he here?" To which R. Johanan 
makes answer, " He went to receive his reward for the 
death of the twenty-four thousand Israelites, which he had 
procured," (chap. xxv. 9.) And thus, saith another, " it 
happened unto him, according to the proverb, The camel 
went to desire horns, and they cut off his ears" 

Ver. 9. And the children of Israel took all the women of 
Midian captive, and their little ones.] After they were 
masters of the field (as wc speak) by tho overthrow of 
their armies, they fell upon their cities; and, according 
to the ancient custom in the - most bloody wars, 'they 
killed only the men, but no women nor children, (Gen. 
xxxiv. 25. 1 Kings xi. 1G.) And so the law of God after- 
ward required they should do, when they took any city 
that did not belong to the CanaSnites, (Deut. xx. 13, 14.) 
who were utterly to be destroyed, ver. 16, 17. where ho 
saith, " Thou shalt save nothing alive that breatheth." 

And they took the spoil of all their cattle, and all their 
flocks, and all their goods.] As belonging to them, by the 
right of conquest, in a just war. 

Ver. 10. And they burnt all their cities wherein tl\ey 
dwelt, and their goodly castles, with y?n?.]jVIade the country 
dcsolate,*that they who fled might have no encouragement 
to return again; nor be able, without great hazard, to 
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settle themselves there, whero they had not a fortress left 
to defend them. This was but a necessary care; notwith- 
standing which they had peopled the country again so 
well, in the space of about two hundred years, that they 
were able to oppress th'e Israelites; as we read Judges 
iv. 1. 

-" Ver. 11. And they took all the spoil, and all the- prey, 
both of men and of beasts.'] They had possessed them- 
selves of them before, (ver. 9.) but now they carried them 
away. 

. Ver. 12. And they brought the captives, and the prey, 
<md the spoil.] Here are three different words to express 
their booty, which they brought to. the camp of Israel: 
the first of which signifies the women and children that 
were taken ; the second, the cattle and the flocks (though 
sometimes it includes in it men and women); and the third, 
their money and goods. 

Unto Moses, and Eleazar the priest, and unto the congre- 
gation of the children of Israel.] Unto the seventy elders, 
and princes of the tribes, who were assembled with them, 
(see chap. xxix. 1.) as it seems to be expounded in the 
ttext verse. 

Unto the camp at the plains ofMoab, &c] From whence 
they marched against Midian; and had been fencamped 
"there a great while, (chap. xxii. 1. xxvi. 3. 63.) 
* Ver. 13. And Moses, and Eleazar the priest, and all the 
princes of the congregation, tvent forth to meet them itiithout 
the camp.'], Hearing they were returned victorious, they 
went to congratulate them, before they came at the camp: 
for which there was also another reason, mentioned ver. 19. 
This shews that Eleazar was not so infirm as some suppose'; 
and affords an argument to strengthen their opinion, who 
think Joshua was now general of the host; otherwise hfe. 
would have been mentioned, together with Moses and 
Eleazar, as going to meet them; being chosen his coad- 
jutor, and therefore superior to all the princes that are here 
joined with them. v • 

Ver. 14. And Moses was wroth with the officers of thp 
-host, with the captains over thousands, and captains over 
hundreds, which came from the battle.] Who were more to 
•blame than the soldiers, whose duty it was to obey, not to 
"give drders; which they received, no doubt, from the offi- 
'cers, to kill only the men. Here now is an argument to th6 
"contrary, that Joshua did not command in chief: but this 
being only a detachment (as they now speak) from the host 
•of Israel, was led by some inferior officer, the first captain 
-of thousands, perhaps; for if Joshua had been there, Mo- 
ses would have expostulated with him, or rather, there 
Vould have been no cause for this rebuke; he being a man 
'in whom was the spirit, (chap, xxvii. 18.) 

Ver. 15. And Moses said unto them, Have ye saved all the 
women alive?] Unless he had commanded them to be killed, 
one cannot see that they deserved to be chidden; because 
they proceeded according to the rules of all worthy war- 
riors, who killed only those who could bear arms against 
them. But either he had given some directions who should 
J be killed, or he expected they should have considered, that 
the women had killed more by their blandishments, than 
their husbands could do by their arms, (for they had not 
killed one man, ver. 49.) and therefore should have been 
destroyed, as the most mischievous : for so it follows in 
the next verse. • • - <* - - 
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; Ver. 16. Behold*] Reflect upon what islately past, and 
consider. \ 

These caused the children of Israel, through the counsel 
of Balaam, to commit trespass against the Lord, in the 
matter of Peor ; and there was a plague among the congrer 
gation of the Lord.] By these they had been inveigled int<? 
a heinous sin, and made obnoxious to a very heavy pu>- 
nishment, which God inflicted upon them on that account. 
For though the Moabitish women had a great hand in it> 
(chap. xxv. 1.) yet those of Midian seem to have been the 
chief seducers; (ver. 6. 17> 18.) and, perhaps, he feared 
might be so again. 

.Ver. 17* Now therefore hill every male among the little 
ones.] That the nation might be extirpated, as far as lay 
in their power. 

And kill every woman that hath knoivn man, by lying 
with him.] For these, it is to be supposed, had been the 
most instrumental in the crime beforementioned ; either by 
prostituting themselves, or their daughters, to the lust of 
the Israelites ; and thereby drawing them to idolatry: in 
.which sin they were so settled, that there was no hope of re- 
claiming them ; but they mightrather (if they had been saved 
alive) have enticed the Israelites to commit the same again. 

Ver. IS. But all the women-children that have not known 
a man, by lying with him, keep alive J] Being young, there 
was some hope they might be brought off from idolatry, 
and become proselytes to the true religion. . : ; ,. *{ 

For yourselves.] To be. sold as slaves to any other 
nation, or to be kept as servants, or. taken to'be their 
wives, after such preparation as the law required, (Deut. 
-xxi. 16, 17, &c.) This was a peculiar case, w T herein & 
middle courso was held between those that were of the 
seven nations of Canaan, and those that were not. If 
they were not of those seven nations, the Israelites might 
take the women and little ones unto themselves: (Deut 
xx. 14,15.) if they were, every thing that breathed was 
to be destroyed, (ver. 16, 17.) But here the Midianites, 
being guilty of a very great crime against the Lord, and 
against his people, are punished more heavily than other 
nations; though not 'So heavily, as those of Canaan were 
to be : for they killed all the women that were not virgins, 
as well afc all the males, both little and great; but spared 
the rest, together with the cattle, &c. Such an execution 
was made, in aflcrtimes, upon one of the cities of Israel, 
upon a high contempt of public authority, in a very great 
exigency, (Judges xxi. 11.) There is a rule in Deut. xx. 10. 
that when they came to fight against any city, they should 
proclaim peace to it; and if they should accept it, they 
should only m&ke the inhabitants tributaries to them. From 
whence, a question arising, whether this, extended to thfc 
seven nations of Canaan? it is resolved by Maimonides, 
that it did ; which he proves from Josh. xi. 19, 20. But 
so great was the sin of this people, that they neither sent 
Offers of peace to them now, nor were they to make any 
peace with them hereafter, (Deut, xxiii. 6.) And the reason 
is there given; because they hired Balaam to curse them: 
which is as true of the Midianites as of the Moabites. Not- 
withstanding which, Maimonides determines, that though 
the Israelites did not send messengers of peace to them ; 
yet if they, of their own accord, sent to desire peace of 
the Israelites, they were not to reject them : (see Cunams 
de Hebr. Repub. lib. ii. cap. 20.)- — * - - ■— 
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Ver. 19. And do ye abide xoithout the camp seven days.] 
As unclean persons. For though it was lawful to kill men, 
in a just war against them, yet dia rtiv avwrarr^v kcu koiv>)v 
avyjlvEiav (as Philo speaks), because of the most ancient 
end common kindred between all mankind, it was fit men 
should use some purification to cleanse themselves from 
that which looked like a crime, though it was none. 

Whosoever hath killed any person, and ivhosoever hath 
touched any slain, purify both yourselves.'] The whole army 
tliat went to the war, wero to stay without the camp seven 
days ; and such of them as had had their hands in blood, 
or had touched a dead body, though killed by another, 
'were to use a special purification ; which was made by the 
Vater of separation, mentioned chap. xix. 9, &c. 

And your captives.] Or the prey that they had taken ; of 
•garments, and other things, mentioned in the next verse: 
and so the word is translated ver. 2G. For we cannot 
think that the persons they had taken, being gentiles, were to 
be purified with that water* which was peculiar to the Jews. 

On the third day, and on the seventh day.] So the law 
was, chap. xix. 11, 12; And such purifications were 
f common among the gentiles, especially the Greeks, upon 
tlie like occasions, as Mr. Selden observes, (lib. iv. de Jure 
Nat. et Gent. cap. zdt. Grotius, lib. ii. do Jure Belli et 
Pacis, cap. 24. n. 10.) To whom add our late learned Dr. 
.Spencer, lib. iii. dissert. 3. sect. 1. where he takes this to 
have been a custom, derived from ancient time, before the 
Jaw of Moses (which may be.questioned): and Bonfrerius, 
upon this place, hath alleged the very same proofs, and 
several more ; particularly,this out of the scholiast upon 
Sophocles; in his Ajax Mastigoph. <&oc fiv roXg iraXatotg ore 
?} $6vqv avSpwirov, &c. it was the custom among the an- 
cients, when: they either killed a man, or made any other 
slaughter, to wash their hands in water, tic xaSapmv fiiav- 
/uaroc, for the purification of the defilement. 
- i Ver. 20. And purify all your raiment, and all that is 
made of skins, &c] AVith the .same water of separation, (or 
else by washing them in running water, as the manner was 
•in other cases, Lev. xi. 32, 33.) for they might all be sup- 
posed to be defiled by dead bodies, and so come under tho 
Jaw, (chap. xix. 14.) : 

, Ver. 21. And Eleazar the priest said unto the men of 
war that went to the battle, This is the ordinance of the law 
.which the Lord commanded Moses.] This law was to be ob- 
served hereafter by those who went to war ; for though 
the law before was, as I observed, that he who touched a 
dead body should be purified with tho water of. separa- 
tion ; yet nothing is there said of him that killed a man in 
war, but did not, perhaps, touch his body ; which now is 
brought under the same rule. 

. Ver. 22, 23. Only the gold, and the silver, the brass, &c. 
every thing that fi may abide the fire, ye shall make it go 
through the fire, &c] All sorts 6f metals, were to have this 
•peculiar sort of purification,; which thcother things (men- 
tioned ver. 20.) would not endure. And the same Bon- 
frerius observes, this was a, way of purification among the 
gentiles as -old as Homer's time; but they. used sulphur 
•with it. For so he makes Ulysses c^ill to the old women 
to bring hiin sulphur, and then fire, that he might fume the 
house wherein the w T oers had bcenjkilled/ Which is ob- 
served by Fort. Seacchus also, Myrothee. 2. cap. 30. where 
he also notes, that Ovid gives ajong account why these 



two, fire and water, "were choSen for the instruments of 
purification, lib. iv. Fastorum ; where he s^ith particularly 
of fire, . - 

u Omnia purgat cdax ignis, vitiumque mctalli 
Excoquit." - 

Nevertheless it shall be purified with the water, of separa- 
tion.] On the third day, I suppose, before it went through 
the firo. 

And all thalabideth not tlie fire, ye shall make go throttgh 
the water.] All things that could abide the fire, were to be 
purified both by that and by the water of separation. And 
such things as could not abide it, were to be purified, not 
merely by sprinkling them with the water of separation, but 
by making them go through the water. 

Ver. 24. And ye shall wash your clothes on the seventh 
day, and ye shall be clean, &c] Thus he that sprinkled an 
unclean person with the w r atcr of separation, vxxs bound 
to purify himself, (chap. xix. 19.) 

Ver. 25. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] After 
they were purified, and come into the camp. 

Ver. 26. Take the sum of the prey that was taken.] In 
the Hebrew the words are, take the sum of the prey oftlw 
captivity: which, it is plain by what follows, signifies the 
sum of the prey, and of the captives. For all that they 
took was of three kinds, (ver. 12.) the persons called cap* 
tives; the beasts, which aro called the prey ; and money 
and goods, (such as are mentioned ver. 20, 21.) which arq 
.called the spoil. ; . . 

Both of man and beast.] Here an account is ordered tp 
be given of two parts of what had been taken; but no-^ 
thing said of the third (which was the spoil), out of which 
they who had it made a voluntary oblation, . (ver. 50.53.) 

Thou, and Eleazar the priest, and the chief of thefa- 
tliers.] Tuq same, perhaps, with the heads of the tribes, chap. 

XXX. 1. 

Ver. 27. And divide the prey into two parts, between 
them that took the war upon them, who went out to the bat- 
tle, and between all the congregation.] By this partition, a 
far larger share was given to every one of the warriors, 
jvho were but twelve thousand, than to any of their brethren, 
who were near six hundred thousand: for they had ha- 
zarded themselves, which the others had not ; who, not- 
withstanding that, enjoyed some fruit of their labours; be- 
cause it was a common cause in which they engaged, and 
,the rest seem to have been ready to fight, as well as they, 
(ver. 3.) This division was made by a special direction of 
God, but was not the rule in after-ages ; as appears ,from 
ISam. xxx. 24, 25. nor had been in ancient times, as the 
Jews interpret Gen. xiv.24. (See Selden, lib. vi. de Jure 
Nat. et Gent. cap. IG.p. 747.) 

Ver. 28. And levy a tribute unto the Lord of the men of 
war, &c] The Lord was their sovereign, and therefore had 
a tribute due to him, out of that which they had taken in 
war; as a grateful acknowledgment that they owed their 
success to him. 

One soul of five hundred, both of the persons.] ?. e. Of the 
women and the children. 

And of the beeves, and of the asses, and of the sheep.] The 
Hebrew word tzon signifies goats as well as sheep; and 
both being here intended, the LXX. express them both. 
Here is no mention of camels, which it seems their country 
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was not stocked withal at this time: see ver. 34 and what 
I-bave noted upon Gen. xxxvii. 25. This tribute to God 
was but a very small proportion, in comparison with what 
their kings challenged in following times, if we may believe 
the Talmudists ; who say, they had all the gold and silver, 
and such rich things that.were taken, and half of the rest of 
the prey, which was divided between them and the people: 
(see Sclden in the place abovenamed.) But anciently they 
had only the tenth part: (see Gen. xiv. 20.) 

Ver. 29. Take itjqf their half, and give it unto Eleazar 
the priest, for a heave-offering unto the Lord.] For the 
maintenance of the priests, among whom this part, of the 
tribute was divided. And it was just a tenth part of what 
the Lcvitcs had, as they had a tenth part of their tithes, 
which was paid. them for their constant support. So the 
law was, chap, xviii. 21* 2A. 26, &c. which was observed 
in this levy; which is called triimah, as the offering for the 
making of the sanctuary is called Exod. xxv, 2. where we 
translate it, as here, a heave-offering. 

Ver. 30. And of the children of Israel's half thmt shalt 
take one portion of fifty, of the persons, of the beeves, &c] 
A far larger share is demanded of the people (ten times as 
much as was paid by the soldiers), because they came more 
easily by it, without any pains or danger. And they pay 
it in a very just proportion to the number of those who 
went to the war, and of those who stayed at home, but were 
able to go to war, who were above six hundred thousand; 
(chap. xxvi. 2. 51.) of which twelye thousand, who were 
employed in this expedition, were the fiftieth part 

And give them to the Levites.] Who were far more nu-. 
merous than the priests, and therefore had a greater propor- 
tion of the tribute. s 

Which keep the t charge of the tabernacle of the Lord.] See 
chap. i. 50. iii. 6 — 8. 

,Yer. 31. And Moses and Eleazar the priest did as the 
Lord commanded Moses.] This command is peculiarly to 
Moses, (ver. 25.) but Eleazar was to assist him in the exe- 
cution of it, (ver. 20.) and accordingly they took the sum 
of the prey both of man and beast, and divided it be- 
tween the soldiers and people; and levied a tribute upon 
each for the Lord, who ordered it to his ministers. 

Ver. 32. And the booty, being the rest of the prey, which 
the men of Israel had caught.] i. e. Besides what was ne- 
cessarily Spent for their subsistence, during the war, and 
while they, lay out of the camp, (ver. 19.) 

Was six hundred thousand, and seventy thousand, and five 
thousand sheep.] A vast stock ; far exceeding the number 
of men of war which were in Israel. 
. Ver. 33. And threescore and twelve thousand beeves.] It 
seems their country had good pasture in it, as well as sheep- 
walks: for, as Arabia Felix, it is certain, had " agros latis- 
simos et fcrtilissimos," (as Pliny speaks, lib. vi. cap. 28.) 
most spacious and fertile fields ; so Arabia Petraea (in which 
Midian was) did not wholly want them. • » 

Ver. 34. And threescore and one thousand asses.] The 
countries about Judea abounding with camels also, parti- 
cularly Arabia, in which Job had a great number, it may 
seem strange that we read of none here; especially since 
they had vast numbers in following times, (Judges vi. 5.. 
vii. 12.) and the Ishmaelites (with whom they were asso- 
ciates in trade) had them long before this time, (Gen. xxxvii, 
27, 3G.) But it is likely they did notycj; find it for their pro- 



fit to feed camels (of which they learnt to make a traffic af- 
terward), no more* than mules, of which we read, nothing, 
here, nor indeed in Judea, till the times of David. It may t 
be supposed, that, if they had camels, they were 'of that 
kind called dromedaries, which were famous in this country^ 
in after-ages, (Isa. lx. 6.) and that the people, who espaped 
the slaughter, fled away upon them : and that there were 
other beasts in this country, besides beeves, and asses, and 
sheep, and goats, seems to be plain from ver. 30. where, 
after the mention of these, he adds, of all manner of beasts , 
he should take a portion for the Levites; but of camels or 
dromedaries, I suppose, none were found. 

Ver. 35. And thirty-two thousand persons in all, of wo? t 
men that had not known man, &c] It appears by this to. 
have been a very populous country, in which were so many 
virgins. / ; 

Ver. 3G. And the Jialf which ivas the portion of them that, 
went out to war, tvas in number three hundred and seven- 
and-thirty thousand and five hundred sheep.] There is no 
difficulty in this, or in the following verses; this being ex- 
actly the half of the whole number of sheep mentioned^, 
ver. 32. 

Ver. 37. And the Lord's tribute of the sheep was six hun* 
dred and threescore and fifteen.] Which is exactly one ii\ 
five hundred, out of this half of the booty $ as God ordered,, 
ver. 28. 

Ver. 38. And the beeves tvere thirty and six thousand, 
whereof the tribute was threescore and twelve.] The very 
same proportions are observed here, as in the sheep, whiclv 
appears by comparing this verse with ver. 33. And the two 
ne^t verses (39, 40.) give the same account of the asses and 
the persons, which were as exactly divided ; and the Lord 
had the same portion of them, as ver. 34 ; 35. compared 
with these, demonstrate. 

. Ver, 41. And Moses gave the tribute which was the £ord f $ 
heave-offering unto Eleazar the priest, &c] This is recorded 
to shew how faithful Moses was in performing obedience to 
God's commands, (ver. 29.) and far from desiring the small- 
est portion for himself out of so great a booty ; which, if 
he had acted by his own private spirit, he would scarce 
have avoided. 

.Ver. 42. And the children of Israel's half, which Moses 
divided from the men that warred.] There is nothing here,, 
nor in the following verses, to ver. 48. but a repetition, of 
what was said concerning the other half beforementioned; 
to shew that the same exactness 'was observed both in tho 
division of the prey among the people, and in taking out of 
it such a portion as God assigned to the Levites; which, 
was one out of fifty; as out of the men of war's part, ono 
out of five hundred, (ver. 28. 30.) 

, Ver. 48. And the officers ivhich were over thousands of the 
host, the captains of thousands, and captains of hundreds, 
came near unto 3foses.] The first wbrds of this verse sjecia 
to suppose, that there were other great officers, as well as 
tho general", who were above the captailis oyer thousands^ 
and the captains over hundreds : which is very probable. 

Ver. 49. And they said unto Moses, Thy servants, &c] 
The greatest men speak with the greatest reverence to 
Moses; who .was in the place* of God. . 

Have taken the sum of the men of war which am finder 
our charge.] Made a muster of them (as we now speak) at 
our return frQm the war* 
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* And there lacketh not one man of us.'] A wonderful vic- 
tory; which shews the war was the Lord's, (ver. 3.) who 
struck such a terror into them, that one would think they 
turned their backs, and did not strike a stroko against the 
Israelites. 

Ver. 50. We have therefore brought an oblation for the 
Lord.] For the uses of the sanctuary; either in purchasing 
sacrifices, or maintaining God's ministers, &c. For korban 
signifies every thing that is given to God, though not sacri- 
ficed upon the altar. 

v mat every man hath gotten.] All of them offered some- 
thing to the Lord out of the spoil he had gotten, according 
to" the £iety of ancient times, (Gen. xiv. 20.) For wo find 
lib precept in the law for this ; and yet it was constantly 
practised by David in aftertimos, (2 Sam. viii. 11, 12.) and 
by the officers of his army, (1 Chron. xxvi. 26, 27.) and by' 
other men, Samuel, Saul, Abner, &c. (ver. 28, &e.) ■ . 

* Jewels of gold.] Vessels, as the Hebrew word signifies, 
or all manner of ornaments made of gold ; the particulars 
of which follow, viz. cliains, bracelets, &c. but the Jerusa- 
lem Targuin lakes these jewels (as we translate it) to have 
t>een the golden attire about the heads of their women. ■ 

^Chains.] These are commonly thought to have been the 
Ornaments of their arms. But they may as well be thought 
to have been used about their legs, or their necks* 

Bracelets.] These, it is apparent, were ornaments about 
their wrists 'or hands, (Gen. xxiv. 47. Ezck^ xvi. 11.) 

Rings.] They were ornaments of the fingers, (Gen. xli.' 
42. Esther iii. 10.) 

* Ear-rings.] Nothing more common in those countries, 
especially among the Midianites and Ishmaelites; as we 
find Judges viii. 24 — 26. where there is a different word 
used to express this ornament ; yet the word hagil, here 
used, certainly signifying something round, and the orna- 
ments encompassing the arms and other parts being be- 
fore mentioned, it cannot well be thought to denote any 
thirig but rings in the ears. And so we translate it, Ezek. 
xvi. 12. 

And tablets.'] Some ornaments about the breasts. (See 
Exod. xxxv. 22.) 

To make an atonement of our souls before the Lord.] For 
the guilt of which Moses accused them, ver. 14. or any 
other, which they had contracted in the war. 

Ver. 52. And all the gold of the offering which they of- 
fered tip to the Lord, Sec. was sixteen thousand seven hun- 
dred and fifty shekels.] It hath been observed before, that 
three thousand shekels made a talent: and therefore their 
offering amounted to above five talents and a half. 

Ver. 53. For the men of war had taken spoil, every man 
for himself] Or rather, had taken the spoil, mentioned ver. 
12. of which part of the booty no division was made be- 
tween the men of war and the people, (ver. 26.) but they 
kept it entirely to themselves, and now very gratefully 
riiade a present of a very considerable part of it to the 
Lord: see ver; 12. where the word spoil is used strictly 
for a part of the booty, distinct from the other two, the 
Captives and thc.prey: and so it signifies here. 
^ Ver. 54. And Moses and Eleazar the priest took the gold.] 
This was said before, (ver. 51.) and therefore the senso 
here is, that, having received it as an offering to the Lord, 
they brought it into tho tabernacle of the congregation ; as 
it here follows in the conclusion of this versfe- 



Of the captains of thousands and 6f hundreds.] It was 
not their oblation only, but the oblation of every one of the 
men of war, (ver. 50, 51.) But the commanders received 
it from the common soldiers, and presented it unto Moses 
and Eleazar, from the whole host 

And brought it into the tabernacle, for a memorial for the 
children of Israel before the Lord.] That God might be 
.mindful of them, i. e. propitious to them, who were so 
grateful to him for his benefits. j . . 

The Jerusalem Targum upon ver. 50. fancies these of- 
ficers to have represented to Moses their great chastity, 
when they made this offering ; saying, * We broke into 
the chambers and closets of the kings of Midian; and there 
•we saw their beautiful and charming daughters, from whom 
we took the golden ornaments upon their heads, and in 
their ears, and on their arms, their fingers, and breasts ; 
but did not cast a wanton look upon one of them:" and 
therefore they hoped this oblation they made would rise* 
up for them, in the day of the great judgment, as a recon- 
ciliation for their souls before the Lord. 



CHAP. XXXII, 

Ver. 1. jyi OWthe children, of Reuben, and the children of 
Gad.] Here the children of Reuben, who was Jacob's first- 
born, are mentioned in the first place ; but in the rest of the 
chapter (ver. 2. 6. 25. 29. 32.) the children of Gad are con-* 
stantly first mentioned, because they were the first movers 
of that which follows, as the Hebrews conjecture. 

Had a very great multitude of cattle.] More than any 
other tribe. 

And tvhen they saw the land ofjazer.] Which was lately 
taken from the Amorites, after they had slain Sihon their 
king, (chap. xxi. 32.) This city and country belonging to 
it, were near to the spring of the river Arnon ; and there is. 
frequent mention of it in the book of Joshua, and in Isaiah 
xvi. 8, 9. and Jeremiah xlviii. 34. 

And the land of Gilead.] A noble country, so called from 
the mountain Gilead, which bounded it on the east, as Jor- 
dan did on the west, the river Jabbok on the south, and 
Mount Libanus on the north. 

That, behold, the place was a place of cattle^ Which in. 
tho fourth verse is called a land of cattle, yrjv KHivorgofyov, 
as the LXX. translate \t,fit for feeding of cattle; being fa- 
mous for pasture and other grazing ground. ForBashan 
was in this country, (Deut iii. 12, 13,) where every one 
knows the largest and fattest oxen were bred, (Psalm xxin 
12.) and sheep also, (Deut. xxxii. 14.) and therefore is 
joined with Gilead, (Micah vi. 14.) which, being woody 
and mountainous in some part of it, was no less famous- 
for breeding goats, (see Cantic. iv. 1.) which delight to* 
browse on such trees as Mount Gilead abounded withal. 
(See Bochartus in his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap, 51.)- 
| ■ Ver. 2. And the children of Gad, and the children of 
Reuben.] Neither here, nor in the foregoing verse, is there 
any mention of tho children of Manasseh (half of which 
had their portion in this country), because they were neither- 
f the contrivers notmo vers of this ; but it is most probable had 
a lot assigned them hore, because these countries were too' 
inuch for the other two tribes aloucj and they of Manassclv 
had, much cattle also. : 
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j Came and spake unto Moses and Eleazar, and the princes 
qfthe congregation.] AVho were wont often to assemble to 
dispatch public affairs, (chap, xxvii. 2. xxx. 1.) - 
, Ver/3. Ataroth.] A place which was part of the portion 
of Gad; as appears by ver. 34. 

And Dibon.] This is mentioned as a place in the king- 
dom of Sihon, chap. xxi. 30. and was given to Gad also;. 
as we read ver. 34. 

And Jazer.] See ver. 1. and 35. where we find this also 
belonged unto Ga3.\ 

And Nimrah.] Called Beth-Nimrah, ver. 36. and given 
to the same tribe. It is .usual, I observed before, for the 
Hebrews to cut off the first part of the names of places, for 
brevity's sake, (chap.xxv. 1.) but this place is elsewhere 
called at length Beth-Nimrah, Josh. xiii. 27. where it is 
mentioned as a part of Sihon's kingdom, and signifies as 
much as domus pardorum, a habitation of leopards : so 
Bochartus, who observes, that when both Isaiah xv. 6. and 
Jeremiah xlviii. 34. speak of the waters of Nimrim, they 
mean this very place, which was given to Gad; but, in the 
days of those prophets, mentioned as in the country of the 
Moabites; who had usurped upon their neighbours the 
{■Jadites, and taken this place from them, as they had. done 
Jazer also ; as appears from the place abovementioned, 
(Isa, xvi. 8, 9. Jcrem. xlviii. 34.) 

And Heshbon.] The principal city of Sihon king of the 
Amorites, (chap. xxi. 2G— 28.) and was given to the Reu- 
beni tes; (ver. 37.) fc . . , . 

And Elealah.] This is frequently mentioned with Hcsh«: 
bon; as a place adjoining to it, (ver. 37. Isa* xvi. 9.) . . 

And Sheban.] Called also Shibmah, ver. 37. and Sibmah, 
Isa. xvi. 8, 9. Jer. xlviii. 31. where it appears to have been, 
a place famous for vines ; and in the days of that prophet 
was fallen into the hands of the Moabites, as were Hesh- 
bon and Elealah also. 
i And Nebo.] Which was given to the Reubcnites,(ver. 38.) 

And Beon.] There is no mention of this place anywhere 
else ; but it is probable was paTt of the Reubenites' portion, 
being mentioned together with other places thatw T ere given, 
unto them; and possibly may be the place called Baal- 
Mcdn; (ver. 38.) frhich they changed into Beon, because 
of the name of Baal ; but the Moabites, when it fell into 
tjieir hands, restored part of its old name, calling it Beth- 
Meon, (Jer. xlviii. 23.) 

Ver. 4. Even the country which the Lord smote before the 
congregation of Israel] And gave it to them for a posses- 
sion, as he intended to do the land of Canaan: (see chap/ 
xxi. 24, 25. 

j isa land for cattle, arid thy servants have cattle^] Is very 
fit for us, (ver. 2.) 

Ver. 5. Wlierefore, said they, if we have found grace in 
thy sight.'] A phrase often used by humble petitioners; 
even by Moses himself, when he speaks to God, chap, 
xi. 15. " 

Let this land be given unto thy servants for a possession.] 
The Israelites in common possessed it hitherto, as -belong- 
ing to them all, (chap.-xxi. ult.) but they desire to have it 
assigned to them, as their particular portion. 

And bring us not over Jordan.] We desire nothing in the 
land of Canaan. 

• Ver. 6. And Moses said unto the children of Gad, and 
die children qf Reuben, Shall your brethren go to war.] Can 



you think it reasonable, that the rest of the tribes should 
fight still for what they are to possess ? 

t And shall ye sit here?] And you take up your rest here, 
and settle in their conquests, which they have already 
made? 

Ver. 7. And wherefore discourage ye the hearts of tlie 
children of Israel, from going over into the land which the 
Lord hath given them ?] He seems to have suspected that, 
mere cowardice, and a vile love of ease, made them desire? 
to stay where they were, and go no further: which ill ex* 
ample might dishearten all the rest of their brethren, and 
■• make them have the same inclination to settle in the land; 
thfey had conquered ; and not engage in a war with the 
Canaanites. 

^.Ver.8. Tims did your fathers.'] i.e. They disheartened 
all their brethren. . •< 

When I sent them from Kadesh-barnea to see the land.]: 
. See chap. xiii.. 3. 26. 

Ver. 9. For when they went up unto the valley ofEshcol.]l 
Men do not go up into a valley; therefore the meaning is, 
they went up to search the country, (as it is said they did/* 
chap. xiii. 21, 22.) and went on in their search, till they came. 
to the valley or brook of Eshcol, chap, xiii, 23. where they 
cut down a branch with a cluster of grapes, to shew what 
fruit the country afforded, * • ..'> v /> %i • 

And saw the land.} Had taken a full view of the country .' 

They discouraged the hearts of the children. of Israel.]* 
.Represented the people and the cities to be so strong/that 
they should not. be able to deal with them, (chap. xiii. 
28,29.) 

That they should not go into the land which the Lord had- 
given tliem.] And, therefore, persuaded them not to attempt 
to possess themselves of it. For they said expressly, "We 
arc not able to go against the people, for they are stronger; 
than we/' (cMp. xiii. 31.) \ - 

Ver. 10.. And the Lord's anger was kindled at the same 
time, and he sivare, saying.] Sec chap. xiv. 21. 28. 

Ver* 11. Surely none of the men that are come out .of 
Egypt \ from twenty years old and upward.] See chap, xiw 
22. 29. 35. 

Shall see the land which I sware unto Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob.] See chap. xiv. 23. 

Because they liave not wholly followed me.] See there> 
ver. 22* 

Ver. 12. Save Caleb the son of Jephunneh.] See chapv 
xiv. 24. 

The Kenezite.] A great deal has been said by many to 
prove that Caleb is called a Kenezite, because his father's^ 
name was Kenaz. And this they prove, because Othniers 
father was Kenaz, and. he was Caleb's brother, (Josh. xv. 
17.) his younger brother, (Judg. i. 13. iii. 9.) So that them 
father must have, two names, Kenaz and Jephunneh. But- 
it. is very strange, if this be true,' that Caleb is no where*i 
called the son of Kenaz, but constantly the son of Jcphmir/ 
neh;(even there where Othniel is just before called the son 
of Kenaz, IChron/iv. 13. 15.) nor is Othniel anywhere: 
called.the son of Jephunneh, but always of Kenaz. And,* 
indeed, there is a demonstration against this opinion ; for 
Othniel married Caleb's daughter, which by the law ofr 
Moses was utterly unlawful, whatsoever the practice might 
have been before the law was given. Therefore, others think- 
it more probable,, that Othniel was one of his brother's 



uigmzea oy iviicrosoTt © 



G38 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap! xxxir. 



younger sons (for uncles and nephews arc often called 
brethren, as Abraham and Lot were), and that from this 
brother, whose name was Kenaz, Caleb is also called -a 
Kcnczite : but this is very absurd ; for tho name of Ke- 
nezzi in the Hebrew, denotes the descendants from one who 
gave this denomination to tho family; which one brother 
could not do to another. It is most probable, therefore, that 
Kcncz was some common ancestor both of Othniel and 
Caleb, from whom Othnicl f s father took also his name. 
A ccordingly, we find Jcphunneh called a Kcnczite in Joshua 
xiv. 14. where it is said, that " Hebron became the inherit- 
ance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite." 

- And Joshua the son of Nun: for they have followed the 
Lord.] Fully, chap. xiv. 24. 30. 38. 

Ver. 13. And the Lord's -anger ivas kindled against Is- 
rael.] He had said this before, (ver. 10.) but repeats W 
again, to make them the more sensible of a thing that was 
done thirty-eight years ago; and to deter them from giving' 
him the like provocation. 

\ And he made them wander in tlie wilderness forty 7jear$, 
till all that had done evil in the sight of ilie Lord were con- 
sumed.] Sec chap. xiv. 31 — 33. xxvi. 64, 65. 
% Ver- 14. And, beJiold.] Mark what I say. 
r You are risen up in your fathers' stead, an increase of sin- 
ful men, to augment yet the fierce anger oftlie Lord towards 
Israel.] Are multiplied to as great a number as your fa- 
thers, only to succeed them in their sins, and thereby bring 
down still more heavy punishments upon the nation, 
. Ver. 15. For if ye turn away from after him.] As your 
fathers did ; who refused to go and possess the good land 
which he had bestowed upon them. 
; He will yet again leave them in the wilderness.] Lead them 
back again into the desert, where your fathers perished ; 
and there forsake you. 

And yesliall destroy all this people.] Who, following your 
oxample, will refuse to go over Jordan, (ver. 5.) to take 
possession of the land of Canaan. 

Ver. 16. And they drew near unto him.] As petitioners 
are wont to do when they are assured of their integrity, and 
hope to obtain their request, (Gen. xliv. 19.) • 

And said, We will build sheepfolds here for our cattle.] 
There arc five words in the Hebrew language for folds for 
sheep and cattle ; all signifying a place fenced in, that they 
might lie safely and be defended from wild beasts. And so 
this word gedera plainly imports: ("see Bochartus in his 
Hicrozoic. par. i. lib. i. cap. 45.) - 

And cities for our little ones.] Which stood in need only 
of repairing and fortifying, (ver. 17.) for they already dwelt 
in those cities of the Amorites, (chap. xxi. 25.) 
' . Ver. 17. But we ourselves will go ready armed before the 
children of Israel, until we liave brought them unto their 
place.] That is, a considerable number of them, as many 
as should be thought necessary, (Deut. iii. 18.) in all forty 
thousand, (Josh. iv. 12.) 

And our little ones sltall dwell in the fenced cities.] Where 
it was necessary to leave some men to guard them from 
their bad neighbours, and to take care of their cattle. 

- Because of the people of the land.] That is, the Moabitcs, 
who were the ancient owners of thiscountry,(chap.xxi.26.) 

-and the Edomites, who had shewed no good-will to the Is- 
raelites, as they passed through the wilderness. 

Yen IS.JVt will not return unto our houses, until the 
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children of Israel have inherited every man his inheritance.} 
Be settled in the possession of the land of Canaan, as wo 
desire to be in this country. 

Ver. 19. For xvewill not inherit with them on yonder side 
Jordan, or forward.] We will not desire any share in the 
country beyond Jordan, though it lie near to us; nor in 
that country which lies still further westward. 

Because our inheritance is fallen on this side Jordan east- 
ward.] We look upon this as our inheritance (with which 
we shall bo fully satisfied), here in the land of Gilead: 
which lay eastward -of Jordan, and of the land of Canaan. 

Ver. 20. And Moses said unto them, If ye will do this 
thing.] Be as good as your word. 

If ye will go armed before the Lord to war.] To go be- 
fore the Lord, was to go before the ark; which was the 
symbol of God's presence, over which his glory resided. 
And it is to be observed, that these two tribes, Reuben 
and Gad (together with Simeon), always lay encamped be- 
fore the sanctuary; as appears from the second chapter of 
this book, ter. 10. 14 — 17. And accordingly, when the 
camp removed, they marched immediately before it; as is 
particularly noted, chap. x. 18— 21. So that here he requires 
them only to hold their usual place, when they w T ei}t to the 
war against the Canaanitcs; and accordingly it is ex- 
pressly said, they did (together with half the tribe of Ma- 
nassch, who were joined with them) pass over before the 
Lord unto battle, Josh. iv. 12, 13. 

Ver. 21. And will go all of you.] As many as shall bo 
required* and'eanbe spared, (ver. 17.) 

Armed over Jordan before the Lord, until he hath' driven 
out his enemies from before him.] Not only bring us into 
Canaan, but continue with us,' till we have expelled the in- 
habitants of that country: which he encourages them to- 
undertake, by representing the Canaanitcs as the enemies 
of the Lord, who would therefore fight for them. 

Ver. 22. And the land be subdued before the Lord.] By 
this expression, and that in the foregoing words, it appears 
that the ark was carried along with them to the war every- 
where till it was ended; as it was when it begun, at the 
taking of Jericho, (Josh. vi. 6, 7, &b.) 

Then afterward ye shall return, and be guiltless before 
the Lord, and before Israel; and this land shall be yourpo** 
session.] Not only be free from all blame ia this desire, 
but have what you desire. * 

Before the Lord.] By" his order and appointment. 

Ver. 23. But if you will not' do so.] If this be not your 
intention; or if you go back from your word. 

Behold.] Observe what I say. 

Ye have sinned against the Lord; and be sure your sin 
will find youout.] Your guilt is exceeding great, and shall 
be most certainly punished, as ii deserves. 

Ver. 24. Build ye cities for your little ones, and folds for 
your sheep, &c] As for the rest of their proposals, about 
their children and battle, he consented to them, without 
any exception. 

Ver. 25. And the children of Gad, and the children of 
Reuben, spake unto Moses, saying.] The word for spake, in, 
tho Hebrew, being jomer, in the singular number, instead 
otjomru, in the plural, their doctors take it for an indica- 
tion that some one principal person spake in the name of 
all the rest. But there is no need of this; for the .singular 
number in this language is often used for tho plural; and 
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.they never spake all of them together, but some one in 
ihe name of their brethren. And it had been better, if they 
Jiad observed, that this signifies one and all (as we now 
,3peak) were of the same mind. 

Thy servants will do as my lord coinmandeth.] And as 
they themselves had proposed, (Ver. 17,) 

Ver. 2G. Our little ones, our wives, our flocks, and all our 
cattle, shall be there in the cities of Gilead.] Here they pro- 
mise to leave all that was dear to them ia this country, and 
go to serve their brethren. 

* Ver. 27. Bat thy servants willpass over every man armed 
for war, &c.] We ourselves will go and fight for our bre- 
thren. It bath b§en often said (ver. 17. 2L.) that this doth 
.not signify^ all the men of war among them should go, but 
,as many as could be spared, and as were thought sufficient. 
For it is manifest, the far greater half of them were left in 
this country to defend their wives and children, and look 
after their flocks and herds; as will appear by computing 
all the,men of war that were found in the tribes of Gad and 
.of Reuben, which were above fourscore and four thou- 
sand, (chap. xxvi. 7. 18.) to which if we add half the tribe 
.ofManasseh (who were, in all, above fifty-two thousand), 
there were much above a hundred thousand men able to 
: bear arms; and not above forty thousand of them marched 
into Canaan, as was before observed, 

Ver. 28. So concerning tlvem, Moses commanded Eleazar 
the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun, and the chief fathers 
of the tribes of Israel.] Ho left this in charge with the prin- 
cipal persons, who had the government of affairs under 
t him; particularly with Joshua, who was not unmindful of 
it, but remembered these tribes what Moses had said when 
•he was about to attempt the conquest of Canaan, (Josh, i, 
JL3, 14, &c.) 

: Ver. 29. And 3Ioses said unto them, If tJie children of 
, Gad and the cMldren of Reuben willpass with you over Jor- 
dan, &c] He repeats to these great men, who were to see 
•it executed, what he had *said to the Gadites and lteuben- 
Jtes themselves, (ver. 21, 22.) 

Tlien ye shall give them the land of Gilead for a posses- 
sion.] They had not a right to it till they had performed 
trie condition upon which it was granted, viz. till their bre- 
thren were in possession of their inheritance in the land of 
Canaan. 

Ver. 30. But if they will not pass over before you armed.] 
Perform their promise, ver. 17. . 

They shall have possession among you in the land of Ca- 
naan.] Take what falls to their share there ; and this coun- 
try be disposed of, as God shall order. 
. Ver. 31. And the children of Gad, and the children of 
Reuben said, As the Lord hath said unto thy servants, so 
will we. do.] They confirm what they had promised- to. 
Moses, ver. 25. and here tako all that he had said, as 
spoken by the order of God, who bestowed this.land upon 
them on the condition often mentioned. 

Ver. 32. We willpass over armed before the Lord into the 

land of Canaan.] This they offered at first of themselves, 

.(ver. 17.) and solemnly promised, when Moses accepted 

their proposal, (ver. 27.) and again here ratify and confirm ' 

-it before Eleazar, and Joshua, and all the princes, (ver. 28.) 

That the possession of our inheritance.] Which we have 

desired to have for our inheritance. 

On this side Jordan.} They were now in the land of- Gi- 



lead, and so might properly call it on this side J&rdan ; 
but when they were in the land of Canaan, it w r as said to 
be on that side Jordan. 

May be ours.] Settled upon us and our posterity; 

Ver. 33. And Moses gave unto them.] Not an absolute 
grant, but a conditional;* if they did as they engaged, (ven 
29—31, &c.) : . ; - 

Even to the children of Gad, and the children of Reuben, 
and half the tribe ofManasseh the son of Joseph.]' This half 
tribe is not mentioned before, because they did not put in 
any claim till they saw how those of Gad and Reuben 
would succeed in their petition: which being granted, it.is 
likely that thereupon they represented also.what Store of 
cattle they had ; and that the country would be more than 
enough for those who had desired it. This being found to 
be true, Moses thought fit to give them a portion in it, ra- 
ther than any other ; because the children of Machir, the 
son ofManasseh, had, by their valour, subdued part of this 
country/ (ver. 39. Josh. xvii. 1.) 

/ The kingdom ofSihon king oftlie Amorites, and the king- 
dom of Og king ofBashan.] See chap.xxi.24. 29. Which 
w£re the first countries that the Israelites possessed; and 
were the first that were carried captive out of their land, 
,(2 Kings xv. 29.) ' : . 

The land with the cities tJiereofin the coasts, even the cities 
of the country round about.] The land with the cities, within 
such a compass or limits; and all the towns within that 
circuit. 

•Ver, 34. And the children of Gad built Dibon and Ata- 
roth.] Repaired and fortified these towns,, which are men- 
tioned before, ver. 3. for they were not destroyed, but only ' 
their inhabitants, (Deut. ii. 34, ( 35u) and if they had, there 
was not time now to rebuild them.. Thus Jeroboam is said 
to have built Shechem, (1 Kings xii. 25.) which was a city 
before, but gone to decay ; and Azariah to have built Elah, 
(2 Kings xiy. 22.) which ho restoreth to Judah as'a city 
formerly belonging to. them. 

AndAroer.'} A city of the Amorites,. upon the brink of 
the river Arnon^ as Moses tells us, Deut. ii. 36. iii. 11. iv. 
48. It formerly belonged to the Moabites, but was taken 
from them by Sihon* t 

Ver. 35. AndAtrotK, and Sliophan, and Jaazer, and Jog- 
behah.]. We do not read of any of these towns elsewhere, 
but only of Jaazer, which seems to be that called Jazer* 
ver. 3L . . 

Ver. 3G. And Beth-Nimrah.] Called, ver. 3. Nimrah for 
shortness' sake ; as (it may be further observed) Jeniini is 
put for Benjemini, Esther ii. 5. Sheba for Beer-sheba, 
Josh. xix. 2. where we find these two mentioned; but 
they do not signify two several cities, but are two names 
for one and the samo city; as if he had said, Beer-sheba, 
which is also called Sheba. This is clear to a demonstra- 
tion ; for otherwise there would be more than thirteen cities 
in the tribe of Simeon, contrary to ver. 6. of that chapter. 

And Betl\rharan.\ A placo, some say^ between Dibon v 
and Jordan. 

Fenced cities, and folds for sheep.] All these cities the 
children of Gad fortified, and built folds for sheep in tho 
pastures near to them. 

Ver. 37. And the children of Reuben built.] Repaired 
and fortified; as I said, ver. 34. 

Jleshbon and Elealah.']* Mentioned above, ver. 3^ 
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\ AndKirjathaim.] A place wTiere giant-like people for- 
merly dwelt, called Emims, Gen. xiv. 5. who wcro ex- 
pelled by the Moabites, as they were by the Amoritcs. 

Vcr. 38. And Nebo.] This city is mentioned iu Jcrem. 
xlviii. 2. when it was fallen again into the possession of 
the JVIoabitcs, as was also Kirjathaim. It seems to have 
been near E>ibon, mentioned together with it, Isa. xv. 1. 
At least there were in these places two famous temples; 
for the destruction of which, the prophet represents tho 
people making lamentation. So the LXX. a7roXar<u h 
iNcj3(ji>, ov6 J3w/t/&c vjuwv, Nebo is destroyed where your altar 
is. And Hcsychius saith of Aer?j3wv (i. e. Dibon), that it 
•was iwoc tvSa Ifyvrat Upbv Moa/3//rwv, a place where a 
iemple of the Moabiteswas built. And St. Jerome suspects 
that there was an oracle at this place; the word Nebo im- 
■porting prophecy, or divination, as he speaks. 
i AndBaal-Meon.] Another place, where, it is likely, Baal 
cwas .worshipped; which made them change the names "of 
these places, as it here follows. 

-* Their names being changed.'] For Nebo, as well as Baal, 
was the name of a god; as wo learn from Isaiah xlvi. 1. 
and seems to have been an Assyrian deity; there being 
Jbotsteps.of-it-in the names of several great men there; 
such as Nebuchadnezzar, Nebnzaradan, and many others. 
Arid it is not* unlikely, that they therefore changed the 
jnames of these cities into some other, because they would 
abolish all remainders of idolatry in this country, accord- ! 
ing to the precept, Exod. xxiii. 13. that they should not takfc 
-the name of their gods*irito "their m6uth;*but,hotwithstand- 
-ing.this, they. still retained their ancient names; as appears 
-from Josh. xiii. 17. Ezek. xxv. 9. so hard it is to alter any 
thing for the better! * , . / 

And Sibmah.] Sec ver, 3. 

And gave oilier names unto the cities which they builded.] 
.If this refer to all the cities here mentioned, it is mani- 
fest they either retained or recovered their former names : 
for w T e read of them all in future times; particularly in 
\th& fifteenth and eighteenth chapters' of Isaiah; and Kir- 
jathaim is mentioned in the place I now quoted out of 

JEzekiel. . .. 4 t; C* 

Ver. 39. And the 'children of Machir the son of Manas- 
•seh went to Gilead, and took it.] Here Gilcad is used in a 
^strict sense, not so largely as before, ver. 1. 26. 29. where 
<it is .taken for all the country on that side Jordan where 
Gilead was; but here, for a part of it about Mount Gilead. 
•This is plain from' the fcext verse; and Gilcad the son of 
;Machir, one would think, was the perspn that took it, 
t (Josh* xvii. 1.) . . 

Ver. 40. And Moses gave Gilead unto Machir,' the son of 
^Manasseh.] t. e. To the children of Machir (for he was dead 
Jong ago), who had a considerable portion of that half of 
-the land of Gilead, which was given to the half tribe of 
,Manassch. For one half was given to the Reubenites 
and Gadites, and the other half to them, Deut. iii. 12, 13. 
.Tvhere Gilead signifies all that country properly so called; 
♦ neither so much as the whole territory, which these tribes 
^demanded, ver. I. nor so little "as' was given to Machir, 
rver. 15. whereJMoses says, " And I gave Gilead unto Ma- 
chir;" i.e. to that family of Manassch, which were properly 
called Machiritcs,.,Numb. xxvi. 29. and to that family 
descended from his son, which from him were called Gi- 
leadites. For as Manasseh had only, this son Machir, so 



Machir had only Gilead; but he had many, (chap. xxvi. 
30 — 32.) who all raised families. And as to the Machir- 
ites (and I suppose the Gileadites) was given apportion in 
this country, (Josh. xiii. 29, 30, &c.) so Joshua gave to the 
rest an inheritance in the land of Canaan, (chap. xvii. 2.) 
And he gives a reason, in the foregoing verse, why he gave 
Gilead and Bashan* to the posterity of Machir, because 
they were a warlike people, inheriting their father's valour, 
who was a man of war; and therefore fit to be placed ia 
the frontiers of that country. - - I 

Ver. 41. And Jair, the son of Manasseh.'] One- of the 
posterity of Manasseh, by his mother's side : for he was the 
grandson of Gilead, the son of Machir, by his daughter, 
(1 Chron. ii. 21, 22.) but his father was of the tribe of 
Judah. It seems he joined with the children of Machir in 
their expedition against Gilead, (mentioned ver. 89.) and 
w f as so successful, that he took several small towns in that 
country, and so had his inheritance among the children of 
Manasseh, on this side Jordan, where they now were. There 
were threescore of them in the whole, which were after- 
ward called cities, (Josh. xiii. 13. 1 Kings iv. 23.) but hfe 
had only twenty-three for his possession, (1 Chron. il. 
•22, 23.) 

And called them Havoth-Jair.] That is, t\xo .habitations 
of Jair. For havah is a dwelling, as Bochartus observes in 
his Phaleg. lib. iv. cap. 29. And among the Arabians the 
word Havoth properly signifies many tents orderly disposed 
in a ring or circle ; which in those countries made that 
which we call a village. For hava in their language signi- 
fies to compass. The same he observes in his Hierozoicon, 
par. i. lib. ii. cap. 44. p. 4GG. 

* Ver. 42. And Nobah.] Who he was we find in no other 
place; but an eminent person, no doubt, in some of the 
families of tlie "Manassites ; either of the Machirites or the 
Gileadites. For they only, as I take it, inherited on this 
side Jordan. 

Went -and took Kenath, and the villages thereof] At 
the same time, I suppose, that Jair took the towns above- 
mentioned ; of which this was one, (1 Chron. ii. 23.) But, 
•though Jair was the chief conductor in that expedition, yet 
he kept, as I said, only twenty-three towns to himself: the 
rest were given to them who accompanied Jiira, of whom, 
it is probable, Nobah was one. 

And called it Nobah, after his own name.] But it retained 
its old name also: for St. Jerome says, in his time there 
was a city called Canatha, in the region of Trachonitis,not 
far from Bosra. 

Thus this country being settled upon these two tribes 
and a half, the land of Canaan was divided, by God's com- 
mand, for an inheritance to the remaining nine tribes, and 
tho other half of tho tribe of Manasseh, (Josh. xiii. 7.) 



CHAP. XXXIII. 

Ver. 1.. TjtESE are the journeys of the children of Israel, 
which went forth out of the land of Egypt.] A brief recapitu- 
lation of the travels of the children of Israel through the 
wilderness ; whereby the wonderful providence of God over 
them appears, in their protection and preservation, from the 
time they departed out of Egypt, till they came to the 
borders of the land of Canaan. 



Digitized by microsoft ® 



CHAP. XXXIII.] 



UPON NUMBERS. 



041 



■'With their armies.'} For they marched in an orderly 
manner, as armies do. (See Exod. xii. 41. 51. xiii. 18.) 

Under the hand of Moses and Aaron.] By whom they were 
conducted, as the ministers of God, (Exod. xii. 1. 28.'5(K) 

Ver. 2. And Moses wrote their goings out according to 
their journeys.] Every removal which they made from the 
place where they were, unto another whither they journeyed. 

By the commandment of the Lord.] This may refer either 
to their journeys, (which were by God's commandment, 
chap. x. 13.) or rather to Moses's writing this epitome of 
their travels, of which God ordered him to give a distinct 
account: which was no unnecessary work, but most useful 
to posterity; there being no history extant in the world, as 
David Chytrseus well observes (except that of the birth, 
life, death, and resurrection of Christ), which contains so 
many wonderful instances of Divine providence, as this of 
bringing the. children of Israel out of Egypt, and leading 
them through the Red Sea, and through the wilderness; 
concerning which Maimonides hath an excellent discourse 
in his third part of Moro Nevochim, cap. 50. the substance 
of which is this : that it being impossible any miracles 
should continue throughout all generations, due care should 
be taken that the memory of them be not lost, but faithfully 
preserved by the history and narration of them in future 
times. Now there being no greater miracle than the sub- 
sistence of the children of Israel in the desert for forty 
years ^ a desert full of scorpions and serpents, destitute of 
water, uninhabited, through which no man had been wont 
to pass, as Jeremiah speaks, chap. ii. 6. where they ate 
no bread, nor drank wine, or strong drink, (Deut. xxix. 6, 
&c.) God would have the particular places set down dis- 
tinctly where they pitched in that howling wilderness ; that 
all men might be satisfied (who would take the pains to 
examine things), by what a marvellous providence such a 
multitude of people were fed every day for forty years to- 
gether ; and none might be able to cavil and say, that they 
travelled through a country good enough, and pitched in 
habitable places, where they might plough, and sow, and 
r£ap ; or where they might have herbs and roots for their 
sustenance; or where manna ordinarily came down from 
the clouds for men's support. 

. And these are their journeys according to their goings out.] 
As if he had said, Having received this commandment from 
God, this is a true and exact account, which here follows, 
of their travels from place to place. 

Ver. 3. And they departed from Rameses.] See Exod. 
xii. 37. Here, in all likelihood, they sacrificed the paschal 
lamb, and were preserved from the destroying angel ; which • 
made this placo very remarkable : for they seem to have 
been all summoned hither, to meet here, as in a common 
rendezvous (as they now speak), to be ready to march away 
when God gave the w r ord of command. 
" In the first month, oh the fifteenth day of the first month, 
on the morrow after tlie Passover.] Which they had kept in 
Egypt on the fourteenth, (Exod; xii. 46.) 

The children of Israel went out of Egypt with a high 
hand.] Exod. xiv. 8. 

In the sight of the Egyptians.] Who thrust them out, 
(Exod. xii. 39.) 

Ver. 4. For the Egyptians buried all their first-born,] 
They were so terrified with the sudden death of all their 
firstborn, that they pressed them to be gone, lest they 
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should be slain also, (Exod. xii. 33.) And were so em- 
ployed in mourning for them, and giving them decentburial, 
that they thought not of pursuing the Israelites till some 
days after. 

Which the Lord had smitten among them.] At midnight, 
between the fourteenth and fifteenth days, (Exod. xii. 20.) 

Upon their gods also the Lord executed judgment.] Which 
still more astonished them, (Exod. xii. 12. xviii. 11. 
2 Sam. vii. 23.) just as he did with Babylon afterward, 
(Isa. xxi. 9.) 

Ver. 5. And the children of Israel removed from RameseS, 
and pitched in Succoth.] Exod. xii. 37. Here they received 
the command to set apart all the first-born unto the Lord, 
in memory of God's sparing them when he slew all the first- 
born of the Egyptians, (Exod. xiii. 1. 12, 13, &c.) 

Ver. 6. And they departed from Succoth, and pitched in 
Etham, &c] See Exod. xiii. 20. where it immediately fol- 
lows, that they wereconducted hither by amiraculous cloud, 
which ever after led them in all their journeys. 

Ver. 7. And they removed from Etham, and turned again 
unto Pi-hahiroth.] So it is expressly recorded, Exod. xiv. 
2. Hither they were led on purpose, that they might see 
the wonderful power and goodness of God, in a place- 
where they had high mountains on each side of them, and 
the army of Pharaoh behind them, and the Red Sea before 
them, through which God made them a passage, rather 
than let them fall again under the Egyptian tyranny. Here 
is also the singular number for the plural, in the word 
turned again, (as was observed before in another word, 
chap, xxxii. 25.) but the observation of the Hebrew doctors 
upon it seems to be frivolous, " That with one heart they 
did what Moses commanded." 

Which is before Baal-Zephon, and they pitched before 
Migdol.] This is explained in Exod. xiv. 2. 

Ver. 8. And they departed from before Pi-hahiroth, and 
passed through the midst of the sea.] See Exod. xiv. 23. 
Where Pharaoh and his host were drowned; as they could 
not but call to mind when they read this brief history: 
which, it might be expected, would also call to remem- 
brance their own distrust of God^ notwithstanding which 
he most graciously delivered them, (Exod. xiv. 11, 12, &c.) 

Into the wilderness, and went tliree days' journey in tlie 
wilderness of EtJiam.] Called in Exod. xv. 22. the wilder- 
ness of Shur: where they were very much distressed for 
want of water. 

And pitched in Marah.] Where God obliged them; by; a 
new miracle, in making the bitter water sweet, (Exod. xv, 
23. 25.) 

Ver. 9. And they removed from Marah, and cameto Elim; 
andin Elim were twelve fountains ofwater,8cc] See Exod. 
xv. ulL 

Ver. 10. And they removed from Elim, and encamped by 
the Red Sea^] Not by that part of it, where they lately 
came out of it; but by a mor6 southerly part of it, where 
it bends towards Arabia. For the Red Sea, which Ptolemy 
calls the Arabian Gulf, runs a long wiay, like the Adriatic, 
ndw called the Gulf of Venice/ or the Baltic S6a, as 
David Chytraeus observes; who compared these three toge- 
ther as much of a length, and all in some places broader, 
and some narrower. This station is not mentioned in the 
book of Exodus. 

Ver. 11. And they removed from the Red Sea, and en- 
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camped in the wilderness of Sin.] Exod. xvi.l. where manna 

first began to rain upon them, with which God fed them 

forty years. 

Vcr. 12. And they took their journey out of the wilder- 
ness of Sin, and encamped in Do'phkah.] This and the next 

station (Alush) arc not mentioned in Exodus; because 

nothing remarkable (it is supposed) fell out in these two 

places* 'as there, did in the next; and they made no. long 

stay there. 

Ver. 13. And they departed from Dophkah, and encamped 

in Alush.'] The Jewish doctors find something remarkable 

here, though Moses sailh nothing of it. For, as the sab- 
bath was iirst commanded at Marah, which was their fifth 

station, so it was first observed here at Alush, as they fancy, 

which was. their tenth. And. more than that, this was the 

only sabbath, in their opinion, which they exactly kept ; 

the very next being profaned. (See Seldcn, lib. iii. de Jure 

Nat ct Gentium, &c. cap. 11. and lib. ii. dc Synedr. cap. 1.) . 

The author of Sepher Cosri saith, the.. ancient tradition is, 

"that at this -place the manna first descended/' (par. ii. 

Sect. 20.) 

Ver; 14. And they removed from Alush, and encamped at 
Rephidim.] See Exod. xvii. 1. . ... 

1 Where tvas no water for the people to drink:] And thereby 
an occasion given to the Almighty Goodness to shew his 

wonderful power, in bringing water out of a rock for them, 

(ver: 5, !G.) And here also " Amalek lay in wait for Israel, 
in the way when they came out of Egypt," (1 Sam.xv. 2.). 
and smote some that lagged behind, (Dcut. xxv. 1G.) but, 
were vanquished by Joshua, in a pitched battle. .(Exod.. 
xvii, 8, 9,. &c) And here Jethro also^came to see Moses,, 
and gave him advice about the government of the people 
with more' case both to himself and them, (Exod. xviii.), 

Vcr. 15. And they departed from Rephidim, and pitched m 
hi the Wilderness of Sinai] Exod. xix. 1, 2. This was forty- 
seven days after they came from Barneses, on the first day 
of the third month; three days after which (viz. on the fif- 
tieth day after.they came out of Egypt) God gave them his 
law from Mount Sinai; where Moses was called up to him, 
and Stayed with him twice forty days; and was instructed 
there how to make the tabernacle, and set it up when it was 
made; with all the furniture belonging to it. All sorts of 
sacrifices were ordered while they remained in this place; 
priests consecrated; laws given about clean and unclean 
things; and about marriages, and feasts, and the year of 
jubilee, with several other things, mentioned in the book of 
Leviticus.. Here, also the people were numbered; their en- 
campment ordered ; a second Passover kept; laws given 
about the water of jealousy and the Nazarites, with several 
other matters :. and then, after they had lain here eleven 
months and twenty days, they are commanded to leave this 
famous station; the most remarkable of all other r (Numb. 
x.11,12.) , . . 

. Ver. 1G. And they removed from the desert of Sinai, 
and pitched at Kibroth-hattaavah.\ A place in the wildcr- 
ness.'of Paran, three days' journey from Mount Sinai, 
Numb, x. 23. xi. 34. where there was a dreadful slaugh- 
ter of the people, that wantonly - despised manna, and 
lusted after flesh. Yet here God was pleased to vouch- 
safe to send his Spirit upon the seventy elders, for the as- 
sistance of Moses. 
, : Vcr.l7> And they departed from KibrotMiqtttaavaJi, 
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; and encamped 'at Jlazeroth.] Sec chap. xi. 35. where Mi- 
riam was punished for her envy at Moses, chap. xii. 1. 10. : 
Ver. IS. And they departed from Jlazeroth, and pitched 
at Rithmah.'] A place also in the wilderness of Paran, as 
appears from this book, (chap. xii. 1G.) and was not far 
from Kadcsh-barnca, from whence the spies were sent to 
search out the land of Canaan. (Sec chap. xiii. 2G.) In 
which place they lay a long time, (Deut. i. 46.) 

Ver. 19. And they departed from Rithmah, and pitched 
in Rimmon-Parez.] This and the following stages arc no < 



where else mentioned ; and seem to havo all been in the * 
\Vilderness of Paran before spoken of; which was a very; 
long tract of ground, from Elana, a port in the Arabian 
Gulf, to Kadesh-barnca ; which, as David Chytraeus com*, 
putes it, was thirty German miles. 

Ver; 20. And. they departed from Rimmon-Parez, and' 
pitched iii Libnah.] This and the rest to ver. 31. arc places 
of which, as I said, we no where else read, and so can give \ 
no account of them. They were all uninhabited, and out > 
of the road of all travellers; and perhaps had no names 
till they were given them by the Israelites ; who encamped > 
in so many various places (sometimes in mountains, as^ 
appears from vcr. 23. and sometimes in the plain), that! 
they might be taught, that God was alike present every 
where to protect, defend, and provide for them ; even there? 
where no man dwelt. The Jews made this use < of their, 
travels, here recorded by Moses, through so many un-' 
known places, by which he brought them at last to Canaan; 
to keep up their spirits, under this long captivity, (as they, 
call it) wherein they now are, and have wandered uncer- 
tainly from mountain to mountain, from kingdom to king-; 
dom, from banishment to banishment (as they themselves* 
speak), till their Messiah come to redeem them : which he; 
will do, when their eyes are opened to see what one of 
their ancient rabbins (Moses Hadarschan) hath told them, 
as he is quoted by Paulus Fagius, that ." the Redeemer 
was bom before hira who reduced Israel into this last* 
captivity ." , . 

Ver. 31. And they departed from Moseroth, and pitched: 
in Bene-Jaakan.~] Jn Deut. x. G. Moses seems to say the : 
quite contrary, that they took their journey from Bceroth of 
the children ofJaakaii to Mosera. But there he may be 
thought to speak of a different place, as Drusius notes, 
upon those words: or if he doth not, it is no wonder if, 
while they wandered in this tedious wilderness, they went .2 
backward and forward ..from Benc-Jaakan to Moseroth, 
whichhe mentions in Deuteronomy; and from Moseroth 
back again to Benc-Jaakan, which he mentions here. 

Ver. 32. And they journeyed front Bene-Jaakan, and en- 
camped at Ilorrhagidgad.] This : - place was also called 
Gudgodah, Dcut. x. 7. if Moses speaks there of the same* 
places he doth here. 

Vcr. 33. And they went from Hor-hagidgad, and pitched 
in Jothathah.] Called Dcut. x. 7. Jotbath. • 

Ver. 34. And they removed from Jothathah, and en- 
' camped at Ebronah.] All their removals mentioned from 
ve"r. 16. to this and the next place, are an account of their 
wanderings in the wilderness, from the. second year after 
their coming out of Egypt till the' fortieth ; in which time 
all the congregation, above twenty years of age, were con- 
sumed, and buried in somo part -or other of this great ' 
desert.. - , „ 4 .. j , .. 
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Vcr. 35. And they departedfrom Ebronah, and encamped 
at 'Ezion-GaberJ] A place on the Red Sea, unto which 
they were brought before they ended their travels, (1 Kings 
-ix. 26. xxii. 18.) It had its name from the snagged rocks, 
Jiketo the backbone, which stretched out a great way on 
jthat shore, as Eochart observes : which rocks made* this 
part so dangerous, that it was forsaken, in aftertimes, and 
Elah frequented as a safer harbour. . (See lib. i. Canaan, 
cap. 44.) It is not recorded how long they remained in 
any of these places; but it is likely a considerable time in 
^some of them; for they spent thirty-eight years in these 
removals. 

* Ver. 30. And they removed from Ezion-Gaber, and 
pitched in the wilderness of Zin, which is Kadesh.] See 
chap. xx. 1. He doth not mean Kadesh-barnea, which was 
on the borders of .Canaan ; but another Kadesh, in the 
skirts of this wilderness, towards the south, not far from 
the port I now mentioned (which the Greeks call Elana), 
on the border of Edom; where Miriam died, and where 
water was brought out of a rock. (See chap. xx. 8. 14. 16.) 

Ver. 37. And they removed from Kadesh, and pitched in 
Mount Hor, in the edge of the land of Edom.] See chap. 
xx. 28. 

Vcr. 38. And Aaron went up into Mount Hor, at the 
commandment of the Lord ^] Sec chap. xx. 23, 24.27. Dcut. 
xxxii. 50. The Hebrew doctors are too conceited in their 
.observation, that, because it is said of him, and of Moses, 
that they died al pi (at the month) of the Lord, the Lord 
took their souls out of their bodies with a kiss; * But Mai- 
monides endeavours to make a sober sense of this, by 
making their meaning to be, that they expired with the tran- 
scendent pleasure of Divine love, (More Nevoch. par. iii. 
cap. 51.) 

And died there, in the fortieth year after the children of 
Israel came otrf of the land of Egypt, in the first day of the 
fifth month.'] A few months before his brother Moses. 

Ver. 39. And Aaron was a hundred and twenty and 
three years old when he died in Mount Hor.] He was just 
eighty and three years old, when he and Moses first went 
with a message to Pharaoh, (Exod. vii. 7.) By which it ap- 
pears, that they were not long iri working all the miracles in 
Egypt, before they brought the people forth; for now, forty 
years after, he was but a hundred twenty-three years old. 

Vcr. 40. And king Arad the Canaanite, which dwelt in 
tlie south in the land of Canaan.] See chap, xxi, 1. 

Heard of the coming of the children of Israel] Had news 
brought him, that the Israelites were coming towards his 
country; w f hercupon he went out to, oppose them; and 
God gave them" (as we read there) a glorious victory over 
him. This shews that Moses intended, in the recital of all 
these places where they had been, to bring to remembrance 
the most remarkable passages of God's providence over 
than;, some of which he expressly sets down. 

Ver. 41. And they departedfrom Mount Hor, and pitched 
in Zalmonah.] AVc read in the twenty-first chapter of this 
book, vcr. 4. that they journeyed from Hor to compass the 
land of ,Edom, but arc not told there where they pitched; 
which is here supplied, the name of the place being Zal- 
monah; which carries in it the signification of an image; 
and therefore here, perhaps, the brazen serpent was erected. 
(See chap. xxi. 9.) . * r 

Ver. 42. And they departedfrom Zalmonah, and pitched 



iii Pnnon.]' Where Bbchartus "rather thinks the brazen ser- 
pent was set up; because after Moses hath given us the 
history of that, he saith, they set forward and pitched iri 
Oboth, (chap. xxi. 10.) which was the place of their abode 
next to Punon, as it here follows, Hierozoic: par.' i. lib; 
iii. cap. 12. in the latter end of it. 

Ver. 43. And they departedfrom Punon, and pitched in 
Oboth'.] See chap. xxi. 10. 

Ver. 44. And they departed from Oboth, and pitched in 
Jie-abarim, in the border of Moab.] See chap. xxi. 11/ 
This name is translated in the margin, heaps of Abarim; 
which may possibly signify many heaps of stones, which 
lay not far from the mountains of Abarim, (ver. 47.) . 
. Ver. 45. And they departedfrom Jim, and pitched Jn 
Dibon-gad.] Here half the name of the first place ..is 
omitted; as is usual when the names are long. This may 
seem not to agree with chap. xxi. 12. where it is said they 
removed from thence, and pitched in the valley of Zered ; 
near unto which, in all probability, was this Dibon-gad. 
See what I have noted there. 

r Ver. 46. And they removed from Dibon-gad, arid en-* 
camped in Almon-Diblathahn.~§ See chap. xxi. 13. 

Ver. 47. And they removed from Almon-Diblathaim, and 
pitched in the mountains of Abarim before Nebo.] We read 
no where when they came to this mansion : but it is.plain 
they were not far from it, when God bade Moses go into one ] 
of these mountains, and take a view of Canaan. (See 
chap.xxvii. 12.) But this followed their last mansion; 
and therefore it is most likely this is* the place mentioned 
chap. xxi. 20. See there ; where Ihavc observed other 
places mentioned, ver. 18, 19. of which there is no notice 
taken in this catalogue. But they seem to have been places ' 
where they only touched, and made no encampment in 
them ; which is the tiling of which Moses here gives an 
account. • 

- .Vcr. 48. And they departed from the mountains of 
Abarim, and pitched in the plains of Moab, &c] Sec chap, 
xxii* 1. 

Vcr. 49. And they pitched by Jordan, from Beth-Jeshi-. 
moth.] A place where there was a temple, in all likelihood, 
to some deity : for so Beth denotes in many compositions; 
as Beth-Peor (the house or temple of Baal on the top of 
Peor), Beth-Astaroth, and Beth-Baal-berith, (Judg.ix.4.) 
and Bcth-Shcmcsh is often mentioned; where the sun was 
worshipped. And possibly Jcshimoth may be the same 
.with Jeshimon, (chap. xxi. 20.) 

Even unto Abel-Shittim, &c] Called simply Shittim, 
chap. xxv. 1. which some fancy had the name of Abel 
added to it (which signifies mourning), because of that 
lamentation which was. made there, by some, for the 
grievous* sin there committed ; and by others, for the 
heavy punishment inflicted in that. place. But it seems to* 
have been anciently called Abel-Shittim, before this time. 
(See there.)' 

Vcr. 50. And the Lord spake unto Moses in the plains of 
Moab, &c] After he had prepared them for their entrance 
into Canaan, he ordered the first and principal work they 
should there undertake. 

Vcr. 51; Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto 
them, Wlien ye are passed over Jordan into the land of 
Canaan.] Accordingly Moses did deliver this command 
unto them, (Deut. vii, 1, 2.) 
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Ver. 52. Then ye shall drive out all the inhabitants of the 
land from before you.] Not suffer them to dwell in tho 
land any longer; but either destroy, or expel them; be- 
cause they were abominable idolaters, devoted to exter- 
mination, (Exod. xxiii. 33. Deut. xx. 16—18.) by whom 
the Israelites would have been in danger to be corrupted, 
if they were not rooted out. 

And destroy all their pictures.'] Or their temples, or 
honses of worship, as Onkclos interprets it. But others 
(particularly the Jerusalem Targum), understand it of the 
idols or statues set up in those temples; or some repre- 
sentations of their gods. (See concerning the Hebrew 
word maskith, Lev. xxv. 1.) 

And destroy their molten images.] Exod. xxiii. 24. xxxiv. 
13. for if they suffered them to remain, they might be en- 
ticed to worship them. These were idols, perhaps, in 
public places, or private houses, out of their temples. 

And quite pluck down all their high places.] They could 
not throw down the mountains, upon which the people of 
Canaan worshipped ; but the meaning is, that they should 
cut down the groves which were there planted, and demo- 
lish all the altars that stood in them. For there were no 
other temples, at first, but these groves upon mountains ; 
where the ancient heathen Vorshipped the sun, moon, and 
stars : unto which they thought the mountains approached 
nearer than the rest of the earth ; and therefore their sacri- 
fices there would be most prevalent. But of this I have 
said enough elsewhere. 

Ver. 53. And ye shall dispossess the inhabitants of the 
land, and dwell therein: for I have given you the land to 
possess it.] Yet he did not intend they should dispossess 
the old inhabitants all at once, but by degrees ; as he- him? 
self saith in Exod. xxiii. 29, 30. Deut. vii. 22. 

Ver. 54. And ye shall divide the land by lot for an inlie- 
ritance among your families.] Follow the directions I have 
already given for the dividing of the land, after the old in- 
habitants are expelled, (chap. xxvi. 53. 55.) 

And to the more ye shall give the more inheritance, and to 
the fewer the less, &c] See chap. xxvi. 54. 56. 

Ver. 55. And if ye ivill not drive out. the inhabitants of 
the land from before you.] At the first they could not drive 
them all out;, nor was it God's design, as I before ob- 
served. Therefore Joshua, would not attempt it while he 
lived ; but left several nations, or part of them, unsubdued, 
(Judg. iL 21. 23.) Of which he himself takes notice a little 
before he died, Josh, xxiii. 4, 7. where he warns them to 
have nothing to: do with them; promising them that God 
would in time expel them quite, (ver. 5.) But when the 
Israelites grew slothful and cowardly, and negligently suf- 
fered tl>e people of Canaan to dwell among them, and made 
friendship with them (as they did after Joshua and all that 
generation were dead), then followed what is here threat- 
ened in the next words. 

Then it shall come to pass, that those which ye let remain 
of them.] Voluntarily permit, to live among you, without 
endeavouring to dispossess them. 

Sltall be pricks in your eyes, and thorns in your sides.] 
Bring very sore calamities upon you; as grievous and as 
mischievous as a, wound made in the eye, which is a 
most tender paTt; or in the side, when, a thorn sticks and 
festers in it. Some. arc so curious, as, by the first part 
of these words (pricks in your eyes), to understand their 
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being stimulated to idolatry, by beholding their rites of 
religion and manner of worship : and the next they take 
to signify the effect of it in sharp punishments, which should 
befal them for their forsaking God. Joshua threatened the 
same before he died, chap, xxiii. 13. Of which an angel, 
or messenger of the Lord, minded them, Judg. ii. 3. And 
so it came to pass, as we read there, ver. 14. and through- 
out that whole book. 

And shall vex you in the land wherein ye dwell.] Make 
you very uneasy, nay, sigh and groan, in the good land 
which God gives you, by reason of their oppression, (Judg. 
ii. 18. iv. 3. vi. 6, &e.) 

Ver. 56. Moreover, I will do unto you as I thought to do 
unto than.] As I purposed to do unto them ; u e. make you 
their slaves; as they were to several people whom they 
served many years, Judg. iii. 8. 14. vi. 2. and many other 
places. Or make you flee before them ; and at last expel 
you from the land I give you. 



CHAP. XXXIV. 

Ver. 1. JjLftD the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] In the 
same place, where they 'were when he last spake to him ; 
for they made no other removals till they marched for 
Canaan. 

Ver. 2. Command the children of Israel."} Charge them 
to take notice of this. 

And say unto them, WJien ye come into the land of Ca* 
naan, this is the land that shall fall unto you for your in* 
Jieritance.] Having spoken to them concerning their dis- 
possessing the Canaanites, and dividing their land among 
their tribes ; it was fit to describe the bounds of their 
country, that they might know whom they were to destroy, 
and into whose possessions they were to enter. 

Even the land of Canaan, and the coasts thereof] The. 
land beyond Jordan; and the limits or bounds thereof. 

Ver. a. Then your south quarter shall be from thewiU 
derness of Zin.] Mentioned in the foregoing chapter, 
ver. 36. ' 

Along by the coast of Edam.]" Which bordered upon this 
wilderness, (chap. xx. 1. 14.) 

And your south border shall be the utmost coast of the 
Salt Sea.] From the very tongue of it, as it is expressed 
Josh. xv. 2. where it appears this was the portion of tho 
tribe of Judah. The Salt Sea is that which is called some- 
times the Dead Sea, and in other authors, Lacus Asphal- 
tites: (see Gen. xiv. 3.) The Hebrews call all great lakes 
by the name of seas; and this is called the Salt Sea, be- 
cause the water of it is very salt, or, as some express it, 
bitter; and the Dead Sea, propter aqua immobilitatem, as 
Justin speaks, lib. xxxvi. because of the immoveableness 
of the water, which is never stirred by the greatest winds. 
(Sec Vossius de Orig. et Progr. Idolol. lib. ii. cap. 68.) 

Eastward.] Where the eastern and southern borders meet.- 

Ver. 4. And your border.] That is, this south border. 

Shall turn.] Not go on in a straight line ; but bending 
towards the west. 

From the south to the ascent of Akrabbim.] Or, to 
Maale-Akrabbim,. a mountain on the south end of the 
Dead Sea, (Josh. xv. 3. Judg. i. 36.) so called, as Bo-' 
chartus conjectures, from the vast multitude of scorpions 
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found here: from which mountain also, it is probable, 
the region called Acrabatena, near to Idumsea, had its 
name, (1 Maccab. v. 3.) See Hierozeicon> par. ii. lib; iv. 
cap. 29. 

And pass on to Zin.] Either to a place cdlled Ziri, or 
part of the wilderness of Ziri ; which lay on the south of 
tho land of Canaan, (chap. Xiii. 2l.) 

And the going forth thereof shall be from the south.'] 
That is, still on towards the south ; as appears from what 
goes before, and follows after. 

To Kadesh-barnea.] From whence the spies wete Setit 
to search out the land; and are said expressly to have 
gone up by the south, chap. xiii. 22. 26. 

And shall go on to Hazar-Addar*] Or, to the tillage of 
Addar, as the Vulgar Latin renders it 5 which seenfs to be 
justified by Josh. xv. 3. Where it is simply called Addar. 
There is indeed a place called Hezfon joihed with it, 
which may be thought td be the Sanie With Hazaf J but so 
is another place also called Karkaa ; both which toay as 
well be thought to be here omitted, for brevity'?! sake. 

And pass on to Action.'] A place lying dn the \vest ehd 
of the mount of Edom. 

Vet. 5. And the border shall fetch a cbtopdss.] Ther6 
shall be a greater turn than that mentioned vet*. 4. bending 
still more westward. 

From Azmon unto the river of Egypt.'] By the river of 
Egypt is properly understood Nile ; rind so Jonathan herd 
renders the Hebrew word Nahal (river) by Nilus : which 
may seem to have taken its riamo frotn the word Nahal; 
which the ancients did not pronounce a$ we now do, but 
called it NeeU as ^6 find in Epiphanlug • froiti whence 
Nilus was very easily made, as BochartiiS observed, Hiero- 
zoic. par. ii. lib. v. cap. 15. Btit if Nile be here meant, it 
must be the more northerly motith of it, whefe Pelusium 
stood. (See Gen. xv. 18.) 

And the goings out of it shall b& at tkt sea.] This border 
ended at the sea, called the Great Sea in the next verse. 

Vef , 6. And as for the western border > 1J6 shall hav6 even 
the Great Sea.] That is, tho Mediterranean, or Midland 
Sea, which lay on the west of Judea ; and is called by 
the Hebrews the Great Sea, in comparison with the Lake 
of Genesaret and Asphaltites, Which they also called seas. 

For your border*] On the west, as it here follows. 

Tins shall be your western border.] From the river of 
Egypt as far as Zidon, which was a part of the promised 
land, as appears from Josh, xiii. 6. Judg. i. 31. All the 
cities, indeed, on tho shore of this sea were held by the 
Philistines and others, till the timo of David ; but the 
Israelites had a right to. them. And tho famous Rabbi 
Juda understands these words, as if they should have the 
western ocean itself for their portion, as well as the land 
adjacent to it: for so he expounds these words, as if 
Moses had said, This shall be your western border; viz. 
the border of the sea, and tho isles near unto it. And 
the Jerusalem Targum more plainly, '* And let the Great 
Sea be your border; u e. the ocean, and the isles thereof, 
and the cities, and the ships with the ancient waters, that 
arc in the midst of it."" See Seldon; irt his Mare Clausum, 
lib. i. cap. 6. where ho alleges this as a j)roof, that men 
anciently thought they might have a dominion over the 
sea, as well as (ho land* 

Ver. 7. And this shall be your northern border from 



the Great Sea.] From the Mediterranean, which lay on 
the west; • 

Ye shall point out for you.] Mark out for your direction. 

Mount Hor.') Not that mount where Aarbri died ; for 
that was on the south 6f the land of Catta&n, towards 
Edom ; but this was diametrically Ojjposifce, on tiie hbrtfi 
of it ; and therefore must, in all likelihood, be some pari of 
Mount Libanus; which, with Antilibanhs (ihore towards 
the Great Sea), bounded the promised lahd on the north. 
But there were several parts of Mount Libanus which 
were called by several names ; and probably 6he of them 
was called Hor, because of its eminence &f height above 
the rest. So the Vulgar translates it; tending, I suppose, 
th§ Hebrew, not Hor halitir, i. e. ttor the mountain, 6iit 
Har hahar, the mountain of inbutititin, i. e. thfe highest; 
mountain. The Jews generally by tiiis Mohht Hor undelv 
stahd Amanus, which is k part of Tdurus (aS Mr. Selden 
observes in the place befdtenamed), whleH thb Jehisaleih 
Targum calls more briefly Maritis. 

Ver. 8. From Mount Hor ye shctll poiht tiiii ij&ur bofdeir 
to the entrance of Hamath.] There were ttvd /llama&s ; 
one called bf the Greeks Aritloehid, the other Elpijjhariia. 
The former called Hamath thfe. Gteat, Atiibis vi. 3. to dis- 
tinguish it from the latter, which id the city that ik JllwRy^ 
meant, when we read the boiirids of Judea were tor the tol- 
trance of Hamath northward ; as here and thap. xiii. 21. 
For it is ciertdin, as Bochartus observes, they did ri6tr£acli 
to Antiochia, but came near to Epiphahia, (lib*, iv. I>Iiafe£. 
cap. 36.) And thisiriakes it prfcbablfe, that Hor, a^ 1 s?iid 
before, may be a promontdry of Libariiis ; because in J^stf. 
xiii. 5. Hermon is joined vnth the entrance of Hamath, as 
Hor is here. Ndw Hermon Was certainly a part of Liba- 
nus: by some called Sirioh; by others Seirir,(l5eut.iu.9l) 
and by others Sion, (Deut. iv. 48.) 

Arid the going forth of the border shall be to Zedad.] 
Which in Ezekiel's time was reckoned the riortherfi border 
(together with Hamath) from the threat Sea; just as it is 
here. (Ezek. xlvii. 15, 16.) 

Ver. 9. And the border shall go on to Ziphrbh.] An6ther 
town in those parts; of which I find no McHiidU any- 
where else. 

And the goings out of it shall be at Hdzat-Endrt.J Here 
it ended; which was a £lace that retained its" riatfie till 
Ezckiel's time, (chap, xlvii. 17.) David Ctytfdetis £eems 
to have given a full account 6f this northern berde? in a 
few words. It extended, saith he, from tire Mediterranean, 
by the mountains of Libanus, to the fountain of Jordan ; 
in which tract are the towns of Hamath, Zedad (in the 
tribe of Naphtali), Ziphron (in the same tribe at the foot 
of Libanus), and Hazar-Enan, which He takes to signify a 
village at the fountain, viz. of Jordan. 

Ver. 10. And ye shall point out your east border from 
Hazar-Enan.] From the fountain; of Jordan, as \Va£ ^aicl 
before. 

To Shephdm.] A place not far from thence; for the river 
Jordan was certainly the eastern limits. 

•Ver* 11. And the coast.] The limits, or bourids. 

Shall go down from Shepham to Riblah.] A place, no. 
doubt, near to Jordan ; with which river tho eastern limits 
go along. St. Jerome takes Riblah to be Antiochia ; .but 
that was in Syria, to wliicK the promised land did n6t* 
reach; • 
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On -the east side of Ain.] The Vulgar reads it,- the foun- 
tain of Daphne. And, indeed, Ain signifies a fountain; 
and both Jonathan and the Jerusalem Targum take Riblah 
Tor Daphne; as .they do Shepham beforcmentioned for ' 
Apainia. r But this is only a vain conceit of the Jews, who 
would extend their bounds "beyond what God gave them. 
For it is certain the land of Canaan never extended to 
these places, as Bochartus observes, lib. i. Canaan, cap. 
16. And therefore Daphne (which was in the suburbs of 
Antiqchia) cannot be here meant, unless we understand 
another place, mentioned by Joscphus, (lib. iv. de Bello 
Judaico, cap. 1.) which lay.near the lake of Semechonites, 
through the .middle of which Jordan ran. And then Ain 
must signify another fountain of Jordan, for it had more 
than one. And thus David Chytranis explains this part of 
the verse, and the foregoing: The eastern bounds were the 
river Jordan, near to which were these places; Enan, 
which had its name. from the fountain of the river; and 
Shepham, not far from thence; Riblah, which was also 
near to Jordan, lying between the lake of Semechonites 
and Genesaret. , 

And the border shall descend, and shall reach unto the side 
of the sea of Cinnereth eastward.*] To the east side of this 
sea or lake, which had its name from a city so called, 
[Josh. xix. 35. and a country, 1 Kings xv. 20. or else it 
gave them their names:, for David Chytraeus will have it 
called Cinnereth, from the Hebrew word cinnor, which sig- 
nifies a harp, or lute, the lake being of that shape and figure, 
about four German miles long> and two and a half broad. 
It is called the sea of Galilee, or Tiberias, in the gospel. 

Ver. 12. And the border.'] i. e. This eastern border. ;.-,.* 

Shall go down to Jordan?] That is, to the river which 
was eminently so called, (and was on the cast; part of 
Canaan, Gen. xiii. 11.) for it was very small till it came to 
the -lake of Genesaret beforementioried.. From whence, 
.being augmented by several torrents and rivulets, it ran in a 
wider stream, till it fell into the Salt or Dead Sea. (See 
Bonfrcrius but of Joscphus, lib. iv. de Bello Judaico, cap. 1.) 

And its .goings out shall be at the Salt Sea.}. There was 
the end of this border ; where it mct.with the southern, as 
was observed above, (ver. 3.) 

This shall be your land, with the coasts thereof, round 
about.]] As was said before, (ver. 2.) therefore they were 
not to extend their right any further; this being the country 
he promised Abraham, when he bade him lift up his eyes, 
andlook from the place where he was, " northward, and 
southward, and eastward, and westward, and walk through 
the length of the land, and "breadth of it," which- he as- 
sures to bis posterity, Gen. xiii. 14 — 17. which now he 
lays out for them, with the exact limits of it, in all those 
four quarters. 

Ver. 13. And Moses commanded the children of Israel, 
saying, This is the land which ye shall inherit by lot.~] He 
repeats it so often, that they might know what people they 
>verc to di$possess,nnd with whom they might make friend- 
ship ; and not to extend their desires beyond the bounds of 
God's graoious grant to them. By which they were placed 
in a very fertile and pleasant country, bounded, as appears 
by the- foregoing description, on the south, (ver. 4, 5.) by 
great mountains, which sheltered them from th<? burning air 
pf the deserts of Arabia ; on the west, by the Midland Sea, 
which sent to them refreshing breezes; and on the north, by 



Mount Libanos, which kept off the colder blasts from that 
quarter; and on the east, the delightful plains of Jordan, 
abounding with palm-trees, especially about Jericho, which 
yielded them a great revenue. 

Which the Lord' commanded to give to the nine tribes, 
and to the half tribe.] This- he had not said plainly before, 
though it was necessarily inferred, from his granting to two 
tribes and a half their inheritance beyond Jordan. 

Ver. 14. For the tribe of the children of Reuben, accord- 
ing to the house of their fathers, and the tribe of the children 
of Gad, &c. have received their inheritance.] Upon condi- 
tionthey performed their promise* to help the rest of their 
tribes to win theirinheritance in Canaan. So those words 
arc to be understood, I observed xxxii. 33. " Moses gave 
unto them the kingdom of Sihon," &c. 

Ver. 15. The two tribes and a half have received their 
inheritance on this side Jordan, &c] By the gift of God, as 
they themselves understood it, xxxii. 31. The bounds of 
which the Jerusalem Targum here undertakes to set down, 
and" makes them extend eastward as far as the great river 
Euphrates ;' having respect, I suppose, to Gen. xv. 18. and 
Exod. xxiii. 30. where he sets down the utmost bounds 
of the countries he intended to bestow upon them in future 
times (see there), but here only describes the limits of that 
land, which they were to enjoy in present possession ; and 
was all that God granted to Abraham, when he brought him 
out of Chaldea, and made his first promise unto him, (Gen. 
xii. 1. 7. xiii. 14, 15. 17. xv.7.) 

. Ver. 16. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying.] Hav- 
ing told them what they should divide, it was proper to 
appoint some persons to take care to see the division made. 

Ver. 17- These are the names of the men which shall divide 
the land.] Though the land was to be divided by lot, yet it 
was fit there should be some persons to oversee the busi- 
ness, and take care there should be no fraud in .the draw- 
ing of them : and when they were drawn, to prevent all 
quarrels, by determining [what portion those who had tbo, 
much should give to those who had too little, (xxvi. 54, 55.) 

Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun.] These 
were the principal persons concerned in this great affair; 
who were. so conscientious therein, that they did it in the 
presence of God, at the door of the tabernacle, (Josh, xviii. 
C. 8. 10. xix. 51.) 

Ver. 18. And ye shall take one prince of every tribe, to 
divide the land by inheritance.] They are called in the 
place last, named, thejieads of the fathers of the tribes of 
the children of Israel. 

Ver. 19. The names of the men are these: Of the tribe of 
Judahy Caleb the son of Jephunneh.].! have nothing to ob- 
serve upon this and the following verses, to the end of the 
chapter, but that the tribes are not mentioned in such order 
as they were at their first numbering, (i. 5, 6, &c.) or at their 
second, (xxvi, 5, &c.) yet great exactness and a particular 
direction of God may be noted in their placing here; for 
they arc set down according to their situation which they 
had afterward in the land of Canaan; as if Moses foresaw 
who should be next neighbours one to another. For Judah 
having his inheritance given him first, (Josh, xv.) Simeon, 
who is here next mentioned, was so near hiinin the land of 
Canaan, that he had a portion given him out of the lot of, 
Judah, which proved too large for that tribe, (Josh. xix. 9., 
Judg. if 3. 17.) Then Benjamin, who here follows, .in the 
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third place, was so near to Judah, that they never separated 
when the ten tribes were rent from them. Dan was not far 
fromJudah; and the children of Joseph also were their 
neighbours. And the rest of the tribes, Zebulun, Issachar, 
Asher, Naphtali, are set down here just in the order wherein 
their lots fell to them in Canaan, (Josh. xix. 10. 17. 24.32.) 
An evidence that Moses was guided by a Divine Spirit in 
all his writings. 



CHAP. XXXV. 

Vcr. 1. Jx. ND the Lord spake unto Moses, in the plains of 
Moab, by Jordan, near Jericho, saying.] Sec xxii. 1. Hi- 
therto nothing had been said of the Levites; but that, they 
should have no lot in the land of Canaan. But now God 
provides that they should have habitations assigned them 
to dwell in, though they had no fields, nor olive-yards, &c. 
as the rest of their brethren had. Theymight, indeed, have 
been able to purchase houses for themselves out of the 
tithes, and other things, which God had long ago bestowed 
upon them for their portion: but it was not fit that God's 
ministers should be left without any certain dwelling. And 
besides, God would have 'them live comfortably, and not 
only have houses, but a little ground about them, for their 
more commodious subsistence. 

Vcr. 2. Command the children' of Israel, that they give 
ttnto the Levites of the inheritance of their possession/] Out 
of their share that shall fall to them in tteland of Canaan, 
and on this side Jordan. . . r v " * 

Cities to dwell m.] That they might not be in danger to, 
wander up and down to seek a habitation. 

And ye shall give also to the Levites suburbs for the cities 
round about them.] Some ground lying round about their 
cities, the reason of which is given in the next verse. 

Ver. 3. And the cities they shall liave to dwell in.] .That 
they may build houses for themselves to dwell in. . Which 
did not make it unlawful for them to hire or purchase houses 
in any other city, particularly at Jerusalem, or the place 
where the tabernacle was settled; for we find in Scripture 
many proofs of their dwelling in other cities, beside these 
which arc here assigned to them. And, in like manner, other 
people, 'with their permission, might dwell with them in 
these cities, without any breach of this law. 

And the suburbs shall be for their cattle.] To afford 
pasture for their oxen and sheep. 

And for their goods.] The Hebrew word signifies, not 
only all kind of household stuff, but whatsoever was ne- 
cessary for them and their cattle without doors. 

And for their beasts.] Horses, asses, mules, and all sorts 
of living creatures, as. the Hebrew word signifies. But it 
was not lawful for them to build houses in these fields, nor 
plant vineyards, nor sow corn : but they were given them 
only to make their dwellings more sweet; and that they 
might have the convenience of cattle aljout them, for pro- 
visions, and all other uses. 

Vdr. 4. And the suburbs and cities which ye shall give 
unto the Levites.] To be their possession, by as good and 
full a right, as their brethren of the other tribes had in their 
laiids, which fell to them for their inheritance by lot : sec 
Lev. xxv. 31. — 33. where they themselves are disabled to 
alienate cither the houses or fields of their cities. But if 



they sold a house, it was to revert at the jubilee; and the 
fields thfey could not so much as sell till that time: 

Shall reach from the wall of the city and outward a 
thousand cubits round about.] This space was for their out- 
houses; as stables, places for hay and straw, and such-like' 
things, and perhaps for gardens of herbs and flowers. The 
Gemara, upon the ninth chapter of Sota, sect. 9. saith, that/ 
under the second temple, the Levites had no suburb's ; : 
which were not restored to them after the captivity of Ba-* 
bylon. Butthere being great care taken that the people 
shall pay all the tithe of their ground unto the Levites, 
(Nehem. x. 37.) it is unreasonable to think that care was 
not taken for places to lay them in. • 

Ver. 5. And ye shall measure from without the city.] Itis ; 
not said, as in the foregoing verse, from the wall of the' 
city; therefore I take it to signify from the outside of the 
suburbs beforementioned. 

• On the east side two thousand cubits, and on the south side 1 
two thousand cubits, &c] So there was in the whole three 
thousand cubits round about the city: a thousand for the . 
suburbs, properly so called; and two thousand morefor? 
their pasture, called properly the fields of the suburbsrhev. 
xxv; 34. This is the most natural and easy explication 
of this place. > ■ 

And the city shall bein the midst.] So that there was ex- 
actly, everyway, such a circuit of ground about it. 

This shall be the suburbs of the 1 cities.] '-Here the word; 
suburbs comprehends the fields also. < And Maimonidcs- 
saith, that, by the constitution of the elders, they set forth 
also a burying-placc for' every city beyond these limits: 
for they might not bury their dead within the suburbs' or* - 
fields ; which they ground upon the foregoing verse, which * 
appoints them for other uses, (Schemita ve Jobel, cap. 13.) 
Ver. G. And among the cities which ye shallgive unto the* 
Levites, there shall be six cities for refuge.] Three in the 
land of Canaan, and three on the other side Jordan, (ver/* 
14.) the names of which are set down, Josh. xx. 7, 8. and * 
those on the other side Jordan were set apart by Moses 
himself before he died, (Deut. iv. 43.) The reason of their' 
being called cities of refugees given in the ncxt'words. 

JVliich ye shall appoint for the manslayer.] Such & man- 
slayer as is afterward described ; who killed another against • 
his will. 

That he may flee thither. ] And there be preserved, and - 
kept in safety, if he was not found guilty of wilful murder. 
The cities of the Levites were appointed for this purpose, - 
rather than any other, because they were a kind of sacred 
places, inhabited by sacred persons. And here men might- 
spend their time better than in other cities>'.being among" 
I God's ministers; who might make them sensible of the neg- 
ligence which men were commonly guilty of in such cases, 
and of such sins as they might have otherwise committed. 
And to them ye shall add forty-two cities.] Which had 
all the tsamc privilege, if wo may believe the Hebrew doc- 
tors; but not equally with the six. For in the six a man- 
slayer was to have ahouse to dwell in for nothing; but. in* 
the other forty-two, he was to pay for it. And the Levites 
, could not refuse him entrance into the six; but as for the^ 
rest, it wasin their choice whether they would receive him..: 
or not. Thus Maimonidcs, out of their, ancient authors.. ; 
See Sclden, lib. iv. de Jure Nat. et Gent, juxta Discipl.. 
Hebr. cap. 2. where he observes, that the altar also was a. 
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place pf i;cf^go ! ficcor^ingto Efod. xxi. 14. but ^ith ma^y 
exception^; both wi^h relation to the par^s c£ {he aha?,, 
^nd to. \Jic pqspjjs ^yho fled thither, anc\ to the quality of 
the oflfence, and their st^y there ; which verj much lessened 
the privilege of this refuge,. 

Vcr. 7. So all the cities xyhich ye shqll give to th% Levif#s„ 
shall beforjy-eight cities, &c] Accordingly \y$ jead Joshua 
gave them so many, Josh. xxi. 41. Thirteen of A\hich 
the priests had; and the rest the Levites. And in the days, 
of the Messiah (whom they vainly still expect), other 
cities shall bo added to them (saith AJaimonides), which., 
shall belong to the Levites. 

Vcr. 8. And the cities which ye shall give them shall be qf 
the possession of the children of Israel.], And so it e is said, 
Josh, xxi. 3. tha£ "the children of Jsrael g$iye unto tho 
Myites, out of their inheritance, these cities and their sub- 
urbs." Where we read also, they>yerc given them by lQt, 
as the children of Israel had their inheritance given them. 

From them which have many ye shall give many, and. 
from them that have few ye shall give few.] According to 
the, rule in distributing their inheritances to the Israelites, 
xxxiii. 54. 

Every one shall give of his cities jfnto tlie Levites .accord- 
ing to the inheritance which he shall inherit.] Thus they 
gave nine cities out of the two tribes of Judah and Simeon, 
(Josh. xxi. 16.) and but four out of Benjamin, which was a 
small tribe, (ver. 18.) out of the tribes, of Issachar and 
Asher, four a-piece, (ver. 28. 31.) and put of Naphtali, no 
more than three, (ver. 32.) 

Ver .9. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying J] This be-, 
ing a matter of great importance, that guiltless men should 
not suffer, nor the guilty escape punishment, the Lord gives 
Moses further direction about it, as he promised he would 
in Exod. xxi. 13. 

Ver. 10. Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto 
tliem.] Repeat this command to them ; which God himself 
repeated to Joshua, xx. 1. 2. 

Wlien ye be come over Jordan into the land of Canaan.] 
When they had possession of it, and divided it, and. were 
settled in it: so it is explained Deut. xix. 1; 2. 

•Ver. 11. Then shall ye appoint you cities to be cities of 
refuge for you] This seems to signify, that all the cities of 
the Levites were in some sort a protection to the man- 
slayer, as I said upon ver, 6. Such places the temples 
\?ere among tjie Athenians, as Sam. Petitus observes in 
Leges Atticas, p. 12, 13. yet not all of them; for he can., 
find only six; that of Mercy, and that of Eumenides.and 
Minerva, and those dedicated to Theseus (one of them 
within tho city, the other without the walls), and that in ^ 
Munychia. 

That the manslayer may flee thither, which Mlleth any 
person at unawares.] Or, as it is Josh. xx. 3, unwittingly, 
Dent. xix. 4. ignorantly; that is, besides his intention, 
having no such design, nor hatred to him, as is there ex- 
pressly said, and here below, (ver. 22.) This is repeated « 
ver. 15. And the instances of it aTe such as these, men- 
tioned by Georg. Ritterhusius de Juro Asylorum, cap. 4. 
If a man cutting wood, the hatchet flying from the helve, 
should hit a man, and kill him; or a huntsman shooting at 
a deer in a thicket, should kill a man, whom he did not see 
lying there; an example of which we have in Adrastus, 
mentionedtby Herodotus, lib. i. 
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Yer. 12. And they shall be unto you cities for refuge from 
th$ vvmger.] From him who had a right to call a murderer 
tp ^ccpunt for the blood he had shed, and is therefore 
palled the avenger of blood, ver. 19. who, being stimiw 
lated with anger and grief for the death of a neur relation, 
flight, in a heat of rage, hastily kill him who was not guilty 
pjfraurder. And therefore this provision is made for tho 
preservation of an innocent person against the violent pro- 
secution of the avenger. In the Hebrew, the word for 
avenger is goel, which signifying a redeemer, plainly de- 
notes that the next of kin to him, that was slain is here 
meant. For to that person belonged the right of redemption 
of estates, (Lev. xxv. 25.) and of- marrying the wife of a 
kinsman deceased without issue,, (£uth iii. 12, 13.) And 
consequently such a person, that is the* nearest of kin, is, 
here intended to Ije the revenger of bipod: arid thercfprc.no 
man might undertake this office, but he alone who was ; the 
next heir to him that was slain; as Mr. Selden, observes, 
lib. iv. de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 1. p. 4G9. Grotius ob- 
serves, tho. like custom among the ancient Greeks, of private 
men. taking revenge for the death of their relations or friends, 
(lib. ii. de Jure Belli et i^acis, cap. 20, sect. 8. n. 6.) 

That the manslayer die not.] By a sudden heat, of pas- 
sion. This was a merciful provision (us Maimonides. ob- 
serves), both for the manslayer, that he might be pre-, 
served, and for the avenger, that his blood might be 
cooled, by the removal^ of the manslayer out of his sight, 
by his flight to another place, (More Nevochim, pax, iii, 
cap. 40.) 

Until he stand before the congregation.] Tho city of re- 
fuge protected him that fled thither, "Salvo tamen juris et 
justitiae examine" (as the lawyers speak), yet so that the 
matter should be brought to a fair trial before proper 
judges. They of the city of refuge examined him before 
his admittance into the place, (Josh. xx. 4.) But they 
were not judges, nor could, they examine witnesses. And 
therefore he was delivered, upon demand, to the senate, or 
court of judgment^ of that city where the fact was com- 
mitted, that they might try whether he. were guilty or not of 
wilful murder. So the Hebrews understand the word edah, 
congregation, in this place (as in many others), to signify 
the Sanhedrin of Twenty-three, as Mr. Selden observes, 
(lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 5. n. 2. and lib. iii. cap, 8. n.3.) And 
as by congregation is meant the court where causes were 
tried, so it is reasonable to interpret it of that court which 
sat in the city where the fact was committed, and not that 
in the city of refuge, because there the witnesses were; and 
it is expressly said, ver. 25. that if the congregation'found 
.him to be innocent, ho should be restored to the city of re- 
fuge. Which evidently supposes he was not judged there, 
but in another place; and none so proper as that before 
mentioned. 

Ver. 13. And of these cities which ye shall give, six cities 
ye shall have for refuge.] They might flee unto auy other 
cities of the Levites; but in these six they were most certain 
to find protection. (See ver. 6.) And tho best^provisipn was 
made for the raanslayer's easy and safe flying thither: for 
the ways that led thither were to be, made very plain and 
broad (thirty-two cubits wide), and to be kept in good re- 
pair; for which they alleged (in the title Maccoth, cap. 2, 
sect. 5.) those words I)eut. xix. 3. " Thou shalt prepare 
the way," &c. And two students in the law were to ac- 
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company him; that if the avenger of blood should over- 
take him, before he got into the city, they might endeavour 
to pacify him by wise persuasions; and that he might not 
miss his way to the place whither he intended to flee, there 
were posts erected, where two or three ways met, with 
this inscription, MIKLAT, i. e. the city of refuge, to direct 
him into that road which led to it. A certain day also was 
appointed, which was the fifteenth of February, for the 
repairing of the highways, and of the bridges, which might 
have been broken by the winter rains or floods. 

Ver. 14. And ye shall give three cities <m this side Jordan, 
and three cities in the land of Canaan.] This seems not to 
be an equal partition; the land of Canaan being far bigger 
than the territory beyond Jordan; for it contained above 
three parts of four of the tribes of Israel. But it is to be 
considered, that the country beyond Jordan was as long 
as the land of Canaan, though not so broad: and they also 
beyond Jordan might flee to any of the cities in Canaan, if 
they were nearer to them. And besides, God commanded 
those in Canaan, if he enlarged their coast, to add three 
cities more, besides these, (Deut. xix. 8, 9.) 

Why six cities are appointed for this purpose, and no 
more; and why three on one side of Jordan, and three on 
the other, Philo alleges some mystical reasons ; but so far- 
fetched, that I do not think fit to mention them* 

Ver. 15, These six cities shall be a refuge.] They all 
began to be so at the same time, according to the Talmud- 
ists. For till those three in Canaan were set out, these 
three on the other side Jordan (though set out by Moses 
before .they went into Canaan, Deut. iv. 43.) did not re- 
ceive any manslayer. Which they prove in the forenamed 
title, Maccoth, cap. 2. sect. 4. from these very words, 
these six shall be cities of refuge; that is, when the other 
three were appointed, then they all received those that fled 
to them, 

- Both for the children of Israel, and for the stranger, and 
for the sojourner among them.] Both strangers and sojourn- 
ers had renounced idolatry, but had not equally embraced 
the Jewish religion; yet both of them had the same- share 
in this benefit, with the native Israelites; it being a natural 
right, that every man who was innocent should be pro- 
tected. The difference between a stranger and a sojourner 
hath been often observed, particularly upon Lev. xix. 33, 
34. Numb. xv. 15, 16. 

That every one that killeth any person unawares may 
flee thither.] That is, every one beforementioned, whether 
Israelites, strangers, or sojourners. But as for such as 
were mere gentiles, and not so much as proselytes of the 
gate, if they killed another, though a gentile, they had not 
the benefit of this law; because they were not- suffered to 
dwell among them, though they trafficked in the country. 
And if a proselyte of the gate killed an Israelite, or one 
that was circumcised, he also, if we may believe the Jewish 
doctors, was denied protection in these cities. But if he 
killed one like himself (i. e. a proselyte of the gate), then 
he had the same privilege with the Israelites, as they ex- 
plain it. (Sec Selden, lib. iv. de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 2. 
p. 477.) 

Ver. 16. And if he smite him] Or rather, bitt if he smite him. 
With an instrument of iron, $o that he die, he is a mur- 
derer.] For it was to be presumed, that he who run at a 
man with a sword, or any such weapon, intended to do 
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him a mischief; though perhaps he had no malice to him 
beforehand, but did it in a passion. 

So tliat he die.] He never going abroad after he was 
wounded, (Exod. xxi. 19, 20.) 

The murderer shall surely be put to death.] Be taken 
away by the judges, though he were in a city of refuge;- 
and, the fact being proved, condemned to die for it. 

Ver. 17. And if he smite him with throwing a stone.] -In 
the Hebrew it is, with a stone of the hand. That is^ say< 
the Jews, with a great stone that fills the hand; not with a 
small stone, with which he could not be presumed to in- 
tend to kill him ; though he chanced to do it, by hitting 
him in the eye, or some other very tender part. 

Wherewith he may die.] With a stone big enough to kill 
him. 
And he die.] So that it appears he died of that blow.. 
He is a murderer; the murderer shall surely be put to' 
death.] He is as guilty as the forenamed person, who 
smote with an instrument of iron; and his fleeing to the 
city of refuge shall not protect him from death. 

Ver. 18. If he smite him with a hand-weapon of ivood.] 
Such as a batoon(as we now speak), or a club, o* any 
such kind of instrument, as is likely to kill him; 

Wherewith he may die, &c] It made no difference with 
what kind of weapon or instrument he was killed, whether 
it were of iron, wood, or stone; if he were killed wittingly 
and knowingly, it was murder; and the guilty person was 
to suffer for it. Aul. Gellius hath collected the names of 
the several weapons, which were mentioned in ancient his- 
tory; of which there are near thirty, (lib. x. Noct. Attic. 
cap. 25.) one of which, called ligula, he is pleased to ex** 
plain, being then not common; and saith, it was a little 
sword, in the form of a tongue, like our poniard,\I suppose, 
or dagger, or long knife ; which was a dangerous weapon; 
because men might hide it under their clothes, and 'kill 
others while they were in familiar discourse with triein. ' - 
Ver. ID. The avenger of blood himself] See ver. 12. . \ 
Shall slay the murderer.] This is thought by many to be 
a mere permission, not a precept; but the Jews think other- 
wise: that the next kin (*. e. the heir of him that was slain) 
stood bound to do his endeavour to avenge his blood. If 
he would not (saith Maimonides), or if he.was not able ; of 
if no such avenger was to be found (i. e. the murderer him-* 
self was the next heir, , or the man slain was a proselyte of 
•justice without issue), he was to bo prosecuted, and put 
to death, by the court of judgment, and that by the sword* 
(See Selden, lib. iv. de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 1.) . 

When he meeteth him he shall slay him.] He was not 
bound to stay for the sentence of the court, but might kill 
him wheresoever he found him., (See ver. 31.) 

Ver. 20. But if he thrust him of hatred, &c] Or rather, 
for if he thrust him, &c. that is, if by any other means, be- 
sides those mentioned ver. 16 — 18. he killed a man wit? 
tingly, either by pushing, him down violently from a high 
or steep place ; or throwing him into the water; or hurling 
a stone at him; or letting any thing fall down upon his 
head, though never so slily; if death followed, and it ap- 
peared he bore a hatred to him, he was to suffer death, as 
in the former cases.. (See Deut. xix. 11.) Now this was a 
sufficient proof of hatred to him; if being a neighbour, and 
they having some difference, he had not spoken to him for 
three whole days together. 

40 

Microsoft® 



C50 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap. XXXV. 



Ver. 21. Or in enmity sinite him with his hand that he 
die, he that smote him shall surely be put to death.] If he 
gave him only a blow with his fist, of which he died, and it 
was proved he had enmity to him, it was sufficient to make 
him a murderer; and it warranted the avenger of blood to 
kill him, or obliged him to prosecute him, so that the. city 
of refuge should not save him. 

Tlie revenger of blood shall slay the .murderer when he 
meeteth him.] The civil law declared him to be unworthy to 
enjoy the inheritance of one that was murdered, if he neg- 
lected to. prosecute the person that killed him in some court 
of justice., But the Jewish law allowed, or rather required, 
a great deal more ; that the next of kin should kill the mur-. 
derer with his own hands, if he met him. And thus the Ahys- 
sines, at this day (as Rittcrhusius observes out of Alva-, 
rez), deliver the murderer into the hand of the next kins- 
man, to torture him. , The reason of which law,. among the 
Jews, was, (as the same llitterhusius. observes, de Jure 
Asylprum, cap. 4.) because they being all descended from, 
one and the same stock, and equally taking of the same 
right, they were all concerned in the shedding of. the blood 
of any one of them, especially they who were nearest to. 
him in blood, who seemed to be all struck at and injured 
in him. So that the law, with great reason,. allowed them 
to avengq the blood. of him that was slain. With.. which 
thesejrerses of Ovid, he thinks, agree: 

" Cum tibi sint fratres, fratrcs ulciscere laesos. 
Cumque pater tibi sit, jura tuere patris." 

Ver.. 22. But if he thrust him suddenly without enmity.] 
Killed him (after the manner forementioned, ver. 20.) in a 
violent passion, having no such intention, and being per- 
haps highly provoked by him, or by chance, as we speak, 
and unawares, it being proved that there was no enmity be- 
tween them, no signs of hatred before this fact. 
. Or cast upon him any thing, without laying in wait.] 
Happen. to hit him with any thing,. without design to hurt 
him: (see Exod.xxi. 13. Deut. xix. 5.) • 

Ver. 2t3. Or with any stone wherewith he may die.] See 
ver. 17. 

Seeing him not, and casting it upon him, that he die.] 
Throwing it at something else, or playing with it;, and 
having no thought of him, because he did not see him. 

And was not his enemy, neither sought his harm.] Not 
having any quarrel with him, not threatening, or any other 
way discovering that he sought to do him mischief. 

Ver. 24. Then the congregation.] That is, the judgment 
to whom the trial of such causes belonged; see ver. 12. 
where I observed, that the ciders, of the city of refuge 
judged whether the.manslayer, who fled thither, should be 
received or'not, upon a summary hearing of the cause, and 
such examination as they could make at present. But the 
full examination of it was reserved to. the judges of the 
place where the fact was committed. 

Shall judge between the slayer and the avenger of blood.] 
They sent for him out of the city of refuge, to be brought, 
before them ; who heard what could be alleged against 
him, and what he could say for himself. 

According to thesejudgments.] Upon trial they proceeded 
to give judgment according to the foregoing rules; which, 
in brief, .arc. these: if a man had no intention to kill an- 
other, but it was purely involuntary, he was to be acquitted. 



If there appeared any design uponjiis life,- or such hatred 
and enmity as might move them to conclude he had an in- 
tention to kill him, he was to be put to death. But here 
the Hebrew doctors (as Mr. Scldcu observes) distinguish 
the killing of a man into three kinds: the first was, when, 
though it was from pure ignorance and error, yet there was 
some negligence in it, which a prudent man might have 
avoided. The second, when a man kills another ignorantly, 
and cannot be blamed for any negligence, because such a 
thing seldom happens. An example of the first they make, 
to be, when a man, coming down a ladder, falls upon an- 
other and kills him. An example of the second, when going 
up a ladder, a man happens to do the same. The former 
is .more frequent, and .therefore they say hath some kind 
of blame in it ; the other seldomer, and therefore hath none. 
A third kind, when any man kills another out of ignorance 
and error also; but it approaches nearer" to, voluntary, 
murder: as.when a man, intending to kill one man, hap- 
pens to kill another with a stone, or otherwise. In none 
of these cases, they say, the court of judgment could put 
any man to death. And the cities of refuge were not, pro-, 
vided for the second or third sorts, but only for the .first; 
and that when the man died presently, and did not lie and 
languish of the wound ; for if he did, it might be supposed 
he died by his own negligence, or otherwise, as well as by 
the wound. In which case, there .was no need that the 
man who wounded him should flee to the city of refuge; 
nor could the avenger of blood meddle with him, no more; 
than he could with a father, when he. gave his son, or a 
master, when he gave, his scholar, correction, and happened 
to kill him.. The same was the case of him, whose office it 
was to arrest men, by public authority, and bring them 
before the judges, if he struck a man that refused .to go 
along with him, and killed him: (see Selden, lib. iv. de 
Jure Nat. et Gent juxta Disciplin. Heb. cap. 2.) 

Ver. 25. And the congregation shall deliver the slayer out 
of the hands of the avenger of blood.] If the court found the 
man was killed casually, as the person accused pretended, 
(Josh. xx. 4.) then they charged the avenger of blood not 
to prosecute any further. 

- Both here, and in the foregoing verse, and in the jicxt 
words to these, by congregation is meant the judgcs.of the 
city, (as I observed, ver. J2.) who were to determine in the 
presence, and in the behalf of the people, whether the man-: 
slayer w r ere capable of the privilege of the city of refuge or 
not; as we read Josh. xx. 4. G. Now these things (as a 
very learned person of our own argues), which were done 
by the elders (or judges), being said to be done by the 
congregation, or assembly of the people, in whose .behalf 
they were done; it is no wrong, to the Holy Scriptures, 
when we say, that which they report to have been done by 
the, church was acted by the chief power of the apostles 
and. elders, with the consent of the people. For ft is mani- 
fest in the New Testament, .that in the apostles* time all the 
public acts of tho church were passed at the public assem- 
blies of the same. Ast ordinations, (Acts i. 23. v. 36.) ex- 
communications, (Matt, xviii. 18—20. 1 Cor. v. 4. 2 Cor. 
ii. 10.) councils, (Actsxv. 4. 22.) and other acts, (2 Cor. 
vii. If).) And herewith agrees the primitive custom, of tho 
church for divers ages ;, /whereby, they gave satisfaction to 
the people of the. integrity of their proceedings, and by tho 
same means obliged superiors to that integrity, by making 
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the proceedings so manifest, and so to preserve theunity of 
the chnrch. And from this interest of the people in such 
acts it is, at this day, that the people of the church of Eng- 
land are demanded, what they have to say against ordina- 
tions and marriages to be made. (See Mr. Thorndike, in 
his Rites of the Church in a Christian State, chap. iii. 
p; 159, &c.) 

And the congregation shall restore him to the city of his 
refuge, ivhither he toasfledJ] They were to send him back 
again, from the place where he was tried, to the city where 
he had taken refuge, there to remain till the time prescribed 
in the next words. This was more merciful than the punish- 
ment inflicted by the Attic laws (which plainly shew they 
were borrowed, in great part, from Moses), for he who slew 
a man involuntarily was forced to fly his country. So the 
scholiast upon the last of Homer's Iliads, "ESoe ?> 7rapd 
foTc irakaioig rbv aKOvariov fyovov ipyaaafitvov, tptvyttv cic T>/e 
irarpioogi &c. It xoas the manner 3 in ancient times, for a man 
that had killed another involuntarily, to flee his country; and, 
betaking himself to some neighbouring place, to sit with his 
face Covered, begging to be expiated. But this was only for 
a certain time, as Demosthenes tells us (in his oration in 
Aristocratem) : 6 vo/ioc Ktktvu rbv aXovra In aKovoiq fopy 
tv Ttmv oypiarfiivoig XpovoiQ cnreXSttv TdKrrjv oSbv, ical tptvyeiv^ 
&c. Tlie law requires him that is condemned of killing a 
man involuntarily, for some limited time to go away, and keep 
at an appointed distance, till he can make his peace with the 
kindred of him that teas slain : after which he may return 
again, *&c. 

And he shall abide in it.] Not stir out of the limits of the 
city, that is, beyond the suburbs/arid the two thousand cu- 
bits which encompassed them; (ver. 4, 5.) within which 
bounds he was to' keep. 

• Unto the death of the high-priest, which ivas anointed 
with oil] This looks like a punishment to the manslayer; 
whereby others were taught to bo very watchful over them- 
selves, lest by negligence they chanced to kill any body, 
and so be forced to leave their own home. But Maimo- 
nides takes it for " a prudent charity to the manslayer, and 
to the relations of him that was slain: foT by this means the 
manslayer was kept out of the sight of the avenger of blood, 
who might have been tempted, some time or* other, to fall 
upon him, if he had come in his way: but by long absence 
his anger might be mitigated, at least by the death of the 
high-priest, the most excellent of all other persons, and 
most dear to every one in the nation. Which made the 
public grief so great when he died, that men forgot their 
private resentments : for nothing could fall out more griev- 
ous to all people (saith he) than the death of the high-priest, 
which swallowed up all other grief." (More Nevoch. par. 
Hi. cap. 40.) And in the mean time the Jcw r s say, that the 
citizens of the place were bound to teach him some trade, 
whereby he might provide himself with necessaries: and he 
had this comfort also," during his absence from his own fa- 
mily, that the mother of the high-priest sent him many gifts, 
that he might remain there more contentedly, and not pray 
for the death of the high-priest. So they tell us, in the place 
forcmentioned, Maccoth, cap. 2. sect. G. where they also 
observe, that if a man killed the high-priest, or the high- 
priest himself happened to kill a man involuntarily, they 
were to stay in the city of refuge as long as they lived: yet 
they found this temperament, that if one who had been 
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high-priest, but removed from his office, was alive wlien tho 
slaughter was committed; after his death, bo tlf he that 
killed the high-priest, or any other uh'awares/and the high- 
priest himself, who had done the same, were setfree from 
the city of Tefiige. (See Sclden, lib. ii. <le Synedr. cap. 9. 
sect. 6. and lib. iii. cap. 8. sect. 3.) ' 

There niayscem to be some inequality in this law, be- 
cause, as some high-priests lived long, and others but a 
Short time, so some menslayers fled to the city at 'the be- 
ginning of their priesthood, and others just before their 
death. But it must be considered, that this could not be 
better ordered than to make the irianslaycr's liberty depend 
upon the death of the high-priest, whensoever it fell out, 
that a higher value might be set upon him; and that it 
might represent our deliverance only by the death of the 
Son of God : of which many great men look upon this as a 
type, or shadow; though it must be confessed, there is not 
the least signification of this in the New Testament. And 
since the great expiation, which the high-priest made every 
year on the day, of atonement, did not procure such men 
their liberty, I caunot look upon it as the effect of thehigh^ 
priest's death,' but only as that which followed upon it, by , 
virtue of this law. For the high-priest having a great 
power every where, and particularly in these cities of the 
priests and Levites^ over whom he was the chief, it is pos : 
siblc the manslayer might be confined here by some pecu- 
liar act of his authority; which expiring together with him- 
self, he was released. * . 

Ver. 26. Butif the slayer shall at any time.] During the 
life of 'the high-priest. 

* Come without the border of the city of refuge, whither he 
was fled .] If he went beyond the bounds of the fields, 'in 
which he had liberty to walk, and might not be touched. 
For if a tree was planted (as the Mischna resolves in Mac- 
coth) within the borders of the fields of tlie city; though 
the boughs stretched themselves beyond the borders, yet 
the manslayer was safe under the tree. In like manner, 
when churches became places of refuge, the civil law al- 
lowed tlie privilege to extend to the chuTch gate:; and thg 
council of Toledo to thirty paces from the church ; which 
pope Nicholas enlarged to forty. Thus, among the heathen, 
the bounds of the refuge at the temple of Diana at JEphesus 
were sometimes more, and sometimes-less, as Ritterhusius 
observes in his book beforenamed, where he shews how far 
it was extended by Alexander, and afterward farther by 
others. And Tacitus, lib. iii. Annalium, mentions a tem- 
ple of hers, to which was granted^ by several emperors, 
"duobus millibus passuum eandem sanctitatcm," the same 
Sanctity for two miles round about it. 

Ver. 27. And the avenger of blood find him without the 
bordersof the city of his refuge, and the avenger of blood 
kill the slayer, he shall not be guilty of death.'} The court 
of judgment were not to put him to death ; though perhaps 
he was obnoxious to the judgment of God,.becausc he had 
killed an innocent person: but he was free from the punish- 
ment of the law, that menslayers "might be the more careful 
to keep within their bounds; which was a profitable re- 
straint upon them, for* the public good. All men seeing 
howmuch'God hated murder, by the confinement of him 
who had slain a man unawares, to akind of imprisonment. 

But it may be said, on the other side, that he who Jcilled 
a manslayer in this case was perfectly guiltless; because 
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he did not herein act as a private person, but executed a 
sentenco against him, who was condemned by public au- 
thority. Which gave no protection to the manslaycr, but 
within the borders of his city of refuge; leaving him to the 
avenger of blood, if he came out of those bounds, till tho 
death of the high-priest. After which, if the avenger of 
blood killed him, no doubt he was to be punished as a 
murderer. 

Ver. 28. Because he should have remained in the city of his 
refuge, until the death of the high-priest.'] These words give 
the reason, why the avenger of blood was not to be pu- 
nished in this case; because the manslaycr was guilty of 
breaking another law, and so in somb sort accessory to his 
own death ; for he might have been safe, if he had pleased. 
, But after the death of the high-priest, the slayer shall re- 
turn to the land of his possession.] Where he was not only 
to remain safe, but to be restored to all his honours, if he 
•had any before he fled to the city of refuge. 
. Ver. 29. So these things shall be for a statute of judgment 
unto you.] A rule whereby to judge between manslayers 
and murderers. 

Throughout all generations.] The like clauses are usual 
in the ancient civil law: " Hoc pcrpetua lege sancimus. 
Hoc gencrali et in perpetuum valitura lege decernimus/'&c. 
. In all your dwellings.'] This the Jews interpret as an ob- 
ligation upon them to have courts of judgment whereso- 
ever they dwell. ThusR. Solomon, upon these very words: 
"They teach us (saith he) the use of courts of judgment, 
which ought to be even out of the land, all the time that they 
were used in the land." So the ancient book Siphri, and 
many others mentioned by our most learned Selden, lib. ii. 
de Synedr. cap. 5. n.,1. 

Ver. 30, Whoso killeth any person, the murderer shall be 
put to death by the inouth of witnesses.'] This direction for 
their proceedings in this case, was to be the rule in all 
others of like nature, by examining witnesses, who were to 
be competent.. Upon which account ten sorts of persons 
>vcrc incapable to be witnesses, according to the Hebrew 
doctors ;viz. women, servants, minors, fools, the deaf and 
dumb, the blind, impious, and audacious people, dear re- 
lations, and those that had been convicted of bearing false 
witness: and they endeavour, after their manner, to find 
reasons against all these in the law itself. (See Selden, 
lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 13. n. 11.). 

But one witness shall not testify- against any person, to 
cause.him to die.] This was such an established rule in the 
civil law, that it saith, ^ubinumerus testium non adjicitur, 
sufficiunt 6no'" -where the number ofivitnesses is not men- 
tioned, two suffices. " Pluralis enim locutio, duorum numcro 
contenta est:" for where witnesses in the plural number are 
spoken of, two are enough to answer the intention of the law; 
Which number, therefore, is frequently mentioned ex- 
pressly in Scripture, as necessary, in all cases, (Deut; xviL 
C.) particularly in this of murder, (xix. 15.) Yet, where 
.there was but one witness, or not two who both together 
?awthe man killed; sothathc who was accused of the mur- 
der could not be put to death, he was thrown into a very 
strait prison, and there fed with.bread and water of afflic- 
tion, till his bowels were sorely pinched, &c. if we may be- 
lieve the Jewish doctors, mentioned by Scldcn,,lib. iv. de 
Jure Nat. ct Gent. cap. 1. 

Ver. 81. Moreover, ye shall take no satisfaction for the 



life of a murderer.] If a murderer would have given all his 
estate to save his life, or the avenger of blood would have 
accepted a compensation, or freely let him go, the judges 
(when they had found him guilty) could not restore him to 
the city of refuge, but he .was to suffer death. For the life 
of him that was slain, was not (as Maimonidcs speaks) 
part of the goods of the avenger of blood, but belonged to 
Almighty God; who set such a value on a man's life, that ho 
would not suffer any price to be taken for it. (See Selden 
in the same chapter, p. 470.) 

Ver. 32. And ye sliall take no satisfaction for Mm that is 
fled to the city of refuge, that he may come to dwell in tlie 
land, until the death of the high-priest.] No money was to< 
purchase his liberty to dwell any where else but there, till 
the time appointed by the law : but this punishment for 
manslaughter, was as indispensable as death for murder. 
And therefore, if any man happened to kill another in the 
city of refuge, to which he was confined, ho was forced to 
flee to another city of refuge, and there abide till the death 
of the high-priest. 

Ver. 33. So ye shall not pollute the land wherein ye are; 
for blood defileth the land.] By this it appears, that the next 
of kin was bound to prosecute the murderer unto death,, 
for the good of his country, which otherwise would have 
had a guilt upon it, and that very, grievous. For they are 
the greatest crimes, as Maimonidcs observes, which aro 
said to pollute the land, or them, or God's sanctuary, viz. 
idolatry, (Lev. xx. 3.)* all- the filthincss that is forbidden, 
xviii. 24, 25. and murder, here mentioned, (More-Nevoch. 
par.iii. cap. 47>) 

And the land cannot be cleansed of the blood that is shed' 
therein, but by the blood of him that shed it.] The same* 
Maimonidcs observes, in the forty-first chapter of that 
book, "That it is a piece of universal justice, to make a man. 
suffer what he hath made another suffer. If he hath hurt 
his body, he must suffer for it in his own body,;, if in his 
money, his own purse must pay for it; if he have taken 
away his life, he must die for it himself. And the punish- 
,mcnt can neither bemitigatcd, nor any compensation ac- 
cepted for it. For which he quotes these words ; and upon 
this account resolves, that if he that was murdered should 
live a few days or hours after his deadly wound, and, being 
in sound understanding, should desire he that killeth him 
might not die for it, declaring that he freely forgave him, his 
desire was not to be granted, but blood w r as to be punished 
with blood : whether he that was slain was a great man or 
a mean, a freeman or a slave, a wise man or a fool; be- 
cause thero is no sin committed by men greater than this is." 

Ver. 34: Defile not therefore the Icuid which ye shall in- 
liabit,] By suffering a.murderer to live. 

Wlierein I dwell.] This is given as a reason elsewhere,, 
(sec ver. 3.) why they should put all polluted people out 
of their camps, because God dwelt in them, viz. in his 
sanctuary, which made this land bo called the Holy Land, 
and God's possession, (2 Chron. xx. 11.) 

For I the Lord dwell among the children of Israel.] See 
Exod. xxv. 8^ Tho very same was practised among the 
Athenians,, with some little alteration. For Demosthenes 
says, it was one of their laws rbv itc wpovoiag inrokTttvavTa 
^avary ZnfxtovaScuy'that he who out of forethought killed a 
man, should be put to death. And he tells us also, that it 
was not lawful for the judges to take money to remit the 
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punishment after he was condemned:* though if the pro- 
secutors compounded with him or his friends beforehand, 
and desisted from the prosecution, his life was saved. If 
he fled from justice, all his goods were confiscated, and he 
forfeited all the rights of a citizen, both civil and sacred, 
(See Sam. Petitus's Comment, in Leges Atticas, lib. vii. 
tit. 1.) 

CHAP. XXXVI. 

Ver. 1. AlND the chief fathers of the families of the chil- 
dren of Gilead, the son ofMachir, the son of Manasseh, &c] 
Not the fathers of those families, whose inheritance had 
been assigned them already on this side Jordan, in the 
land of Gilead ; but the other half of the tribe of Manasseh, 
who were to have their inheritance in Canaan, where the 
daughters of Zelophehad also had their portion, as appears 
from Josh. xvii. 3, 4, &c. 

Came near and spake before Hoses, and before the princes, 
the chief fathers of the children of Israel] Who were met 
together in a great assembly, as they used to do. about pub- 
lic affairs. (See xxvii. 2. xxxi. xxxii. 2.) 

Ver. 2. And they said, The Lord commanded my lord.] 
This shews that one of them was the mouth of the rest. 

To give the land for an inheritance by lot to the children 
of IsraeL] See xxvu 52, 53. For there the foundation of 
all these doubts was laid. 

* And my lord teas commanded by the Lord to give the in* 
heritance of Zelophehad.} Which would have fallen to 
Zelophehad, had he been alive. 
. • Our brother.] So they called their near relations. 

Unto his daughters.] Who petitioned him for ihe pos- 
session which should have been their fathers', and it was 
granted them. (See xxvii. 6, 7.) 

Ver. 3. And if tliey be married to any of the sons of the 
other tribes of the children of Israel.'] They being rich, 
many, it may be supposed, of the other tribes, as well as 
their own, would court them for theiT wives : and if they 
should choose a husband that was not of their own tribe, 
they represent to Moses the inconveniences which from 
thence would follow. 

Then shall their inheritance be taken from the inheritance 
of our fathers.] i. e. Go out of our tribe, to which it ori- 
ginally belonged. 

And shall be put to the inheritance of the tribe wherennto 
they are received.] Become a part of the inheritance of that 
tribe into which they married. 

So shall it be taken from the lot of our inheritance.] For 
it must have descended unto their children, who were of 
another tribe by the father's side ; which alone was consi- 
dered, and not the mother's, in this case. 

Ver..4. And when the jubilee of the children of Israel shall 
be.] Which was. ordained for the preserving estates in the 
tribes and families to which they originally appertained, 
(Lev. xxv. 10.13.) 

Then shall their inlteritance be put unto the inheritance of 
the tribe whereunto they are received.] The jubilee will not 
help us-in this case, by making their inheritances return as 
other lands do; because they are become the inheritance 
of another tribe by the right of marriage. 

Sp shall their inheritance be taken away from the inherit* 
ance of the tribe of our fathers.] So will their estate go out 



of our tribe, without remedy, because the jubilee itself will 
give us no relief. 

Ver. 5. And Moses commanded the children of Israel, ac- 
cording to the word of the Lord.] Whom, I suppose, he 
consulted about this matter, (as he did when the first doubt 
was moved about the inheritance of these women, xxvii. 
5.) and received the answeT by which he here commanded 
the Israelites to govern themselves. 

The tribe of Joseph.] In whose name the chief fathers of 
their several families made this representation to Moses ; 
as became men who took care of the concerns of the 
whole tribe. 

Hath said welt.] In desiring the inheritance of these wo- 
men might not go out of their tribe, which was prevented 
by the following law. 

Ver. 6. This is the thing which the Lord doth command 
concerning the daughters of Zelophehad, saying, Let them 
marry to ivhom they think best.] They were not confined to 
any particular persons ; but might have their choice among 
those who were descended from the same stock, as it im- 
mediately follows. ; ' 

Only to the family of the tribe of their father shall they 
niarry.] Only with these two limitations, that they might 
not marry a man of another tribe, nor a man of another fa- 
mily in their own tribe. For it is very manifest,, that they 
are tied to marry into the family of their father ; and accord- 
ingly they did actually marry their cousin-germans, as we 
now speak, (ver. 11.) For this law was made foT the pre- 
servation of families (as well as of tribes), as the law for - 
the redemption of lands was. And "therefore these words, 
the family of the tribe of their father, are well translated by 
Grotius, (upon Matt. i. IGJfamiliastirpis patentee, the fa- 
mily of the stock of their father, which was that they de- 
sired might not perish, (xxvii- 4.) and was the ground of 
the law, which commanded a man to marry the wife of his 
brother, who left no issue, (Deut. xxv. 16.) Therefore, 
there being several families in the tribe of Manasseh, (xxvi. 
29—32.) these women could marry only into the family of 
the Hepherites. 

Ver. 7. So shall not the inheritance of the children of 
Israel remove from tribe to tribe.] For by preserving it in 
the family to which it was given, it was necessarily pre- 
served in the tribe- 

For every one of the children of Israel shall keep himself 
to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers^] And not en T 
deavour to get any part of the inheritance of another tribe, 
by marrying an heiress in it. Plato himself tookcare of 
this, that when a man left only a daughter, his estate should 
not be carried by her to a stranger, but she should be 
bound to marry Kar ayx t(7T ^ av > one lh a ^ was nearest of 
kin to her. And if there was a want of near kindred fxixgi 
fxlv aSekipov vtiSiov, &c. it should descend to the children of 
her father's brother, or the children of the grandfather, some 
of which he ordains should marry her. (Lib. xi.de Legibus, 
p.924, 925. edit. Serrani.); 

Ver. 8. And every daughter that possesseth an inheritance 
in any tribe of the children of Israel.] Here this law is made 
general; that all women who were heiresses, as the daugh- 
ters of Zelophehad were, should do as they are here com- 
manded. And this was one of the Attic laws, which, as 
Grotius observes, were plainly borrowed from the law of 
Moses, Mrj l£uvai rate liriK\{}pois £?w tt}S ayxt<rrtta$ ywcv, 
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&c. Tliat an heiress should not marry out of her kindred, 
but dispose of herself and estate, t$ lyyvrara ylvovg, to one 
nearest of kin to her ; which ^vas one of the laws of Solon, 
as Sam. Pctitns observes outof Isseus, Pollux, and others* 
in his Comment, in Leges Atticas, lib. vi. tit. 1; p. 441. 

Shall be wife to one of the family of the tribe of her fa- 
ther.] Hero she is confined to her family, and not merely 
to her tribe. But this -concerned only such as were heir- 
esses: all other women might marry into what tribe they 
pleased ; as appears by those very books, wherein wo read 
that Aaron himself married the sister of the prince of Ju- 
dah, (Exod. vi. 22.) And if any object, that this was be- 
fore the giving of the law, it is evident that Jehoida, a 
priest, and consequently of the tribe of Levi, married king 
Jeboram's sister, who was of the tribe of Judah,(2 Chron. 
xxii.ll.) And long before this, all the tribes of Israel, 
being in great solicitude how to find Avives for their bre- 
thren of Benjamin, did not scruple their having them out 
of any tribe, if it had not been for their oath, (Judg. xxi. 
18.) And, to add no more, David himself, of the tribe of 
Judah, married Michal, the daughter of- Saul, who was of 
the tribe of Benjamin. 

The Talmudists add, that even these heiresses raiglu 
marry into what tribe they pleased, after the first division 
of the land by Joshua: to which they imagine this law was 
restrained; it being a common saying among them, "that 
it did not belong to any age, but that in which it was made." 
In the following ages they pretend a man ' might purchase 
land in any tribe, and possess it alway ; or have the inherit- 
ance of it by marriage, though he were of another tribe, as 
Sclden shews their opinion to be, (lib. de Successionibus ad 
Leges Hebr. cap. 18. and lib. iii. de Synedr. cap. 4. n. 1. 
and Buxtorf. de Sponsal.'etDivortiis, sect. 44.) But this is 
well confuted byGrotius in his Annotations upon Matt.i. 16. 

Ver. 9. Neither shall the inheritance remove from one tribe 
to another tribe.'] -This- establishes in general what he had 
said before, (ver. 7.) with particular respect to the daugh- 
ters of Zelophehad. But Moses ben Nachman, upon these 
very words, asserts the Talmudic opinion beforemen- 
tioned, that this concerns only the present time, not future 
ages. And puts this case (which is the strongest that 
can be thought of), if a woman were married into another 
tribe, after which marriage, her father and all her brethren 
dying without children, the inheritance fell to her, and con- 
sequently, saith he, the possession must devolve from one 
tribe to another, into which she had married. But, accord- 
ing to the letter of these words, the inheritance was rather 
to descend to the next of her. kindred, than by her be car- 
ried out of the tribe to which it belonged. 

But every one of the tribes of the children of Israel shall 
keep himself to his own inheritance.] Shall cleave or stick 
close to his own iuheritancc, as the Hebrew w r ord signifies; 
and as the Greek and Latin express it. The reason of 
the eommand was, as Procopius Gazaeus observes, to pre- 
vent the confusion of tribes. How the Vulgar Latin camo 
to deviate so much from the Hebrew text, and from -the in- 
tention of this law (as it hath done in this and the two 
preceding verses), I shall not here examine. It is suffi- 
cient to note, that Onkelos hath expressed the Hebrew text 
word for word; and the LXX. do not depart from the sense 
of it. 

Ver. 10. Even as the Lord commandeth Moses, so did the 



daughters of Zelophehad.] Accordingly they followed this 
direction when they camo into the land of Canaan, and had 
received their portion there. Now there being no such 
words added here, as there arc in other eases* 'this shall be 
vnto the children of Israel a statute oj judgment, (Kk\ii.U.) 
much less a statute of judgment throughout your genera- 
tions, (xxxv. 29.) it led, I conjecture, the Talmudic doctors 
into the forementioned opinion, that this law concerned 
only the present generation. . 

Ver. 11. For Mahlah, Tizzah, and Hoglah, and Milkah, 
and Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad.] Thus they are 
called both in xxvi. 33. and xxvii. 1. though they are not 
there mentioned in the same order; for Tizzah is there 
named last, who is here named in the second place. Per- 
haps they are set down here in the order wherein they 
were disposed in marriage; and Tizzah, who was the 
younger, was married in the second place. 

Were married unto their father's brother's 50725.]- For 
Hepher, no doubt, had other sons besides Zelophehad, 
who had issue-male, though Zelophehad had not. What 
their names were, or how many of them, we do not know ; 
but some suppose them to have been six ; one of which 
died in the wilderness without issue. See Selden, de Suc- 
cessionibus, cap. 23. where he discourses at large of the 
portion which fell to them in the land of Canaan. 

Ver. 12. And they were married into the families, &c] 
In the margin, more exactly out of the Hebrew, to some 
that were of the families ; i. e. to one of the families of 
Manasseh, from whom Several families descended, (xxvi-. 
29, &c.) 

Andtheir inheritance remained in the tribe of the family 
of their father^] The word for tribe signifies sometimes 
merely a family in a tribe. And so the LXX. (as Grotius 
observes in the place beforenamed) in this very business, 
uses sometimes the word &>oc, and sometimes ^vXi}; the 
former of which signifies a part of a whole tribe. And thus 
Josephusalso uses the word ^vX?), to signify a family. Mr. 
Selden hath the same observation in his book de Successi- 
onibus, cap. IS. that nns^a is sometimes translated ^vXr/; 
and then it signifies not a tribe, butTraTptav, <rvyy(vztav,f ami- 
Ham, cognalionem, sen genus sanguine proximum; a family, 
a kindred, or those that are next in blood. But there is no 
need of these observations, if the words be translated, as 
they may, rightly; And their inheritance remained in the 
tribe and the family of their fathers. (See ver. 6.) 

Ver. 13. These are the commandments and the judgments 
which the Lord commanded by the hand of Moses to the chiU 
dren of Israel, in the plains of Moab, by' Jordan near Jericho.] 
He began to deliver the precepts here intended at chapter 
xxvi. (see ver. 3.) and continues them to this place. By 
commandments, seem to be meant the precepts about the 
worship of God, (chap, xxviii. xxix. xxx.) tmdby judg- 
ments, the ciril laws about dividing their inheritances, and 
regulating their descent to their posterity, and establishing 
cities of refuge for manslayers, which are expressly called 
a statute of judgment, (xxvii. 11. xxxv. 29.) Some other 
things are interspersed, as God's commandment to number 
the people (which w r as in order to the assigning them their 
inheritances proportionable to their families), to execute 
judgment on the Midianites, and to set dowTi in writing 
their travels in the wilderness ; of which 1 have given an 
account in their proper places. 
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J-.HIS book had the name of Deuteronomy given it 
by the f Greeks, from the principal scope and design of it; 
which was to Tepeat unto the Israelites, before Moses left 
them, the chief laws of God, which had been given them : 
that they who were not then born when they were first. de- 
livered, or were incapable to understand them, or had not 
sufficiently regarded them, might be instructed in them, and 
awakened to attend them. (See verw 1. 5.) In order to 
this, he premises a short narrative of what had befallen 
them since they came from Mount Sinai unto this time, in 
the three first chapters; and then in tbe.fourth urges them, 
by a most pathetical exhortation, to the observance of those 
laws which he had taught them, especially the ten com? 
mandments, with which he begins the fifth chapter ; where 
he makes a solemn rehearsal of the covenant God madp 
with them in Horeb ; and what immediately followed upon 
thc'delivery of the law by God himself from Mount Sinai. 
And then, having earnestly pressed the observation of the 
first commandment, in the former part of the sixth chapter, 
and in the latter part of it, and in the several chapters that 
follow (to the end of the eleventh), reminded them of a 
great many things which God had done for them, and given 
them several cautions, lest they let them slip out of their 
minds, and used many arguments, from several topics (as 
we, call them), to move them to be obedient to all the other 
commandments ; he proceeds in the twelfth chapter, and 
sa forward "to the twenty-eighth, to remember them .of a 
great many other laws besides the ten commandments, 
which he had delivered to them. Some of which he explains ; 
others he enforces with further reasons; and in several 
places. adds new laws for the greater security of the whole, 
(particularly, he orders the writing of God's law upon 
stones, .when they came into the land of Canaan, chap, 
xxvii.) and then pronounces, those promises which God 
had made to the obedient, and his threatcnings to the disr 
obedient/ more largely, and with greater force, than he had 
done in the twenty-sixth of Leviticus. After which he again 
remembers them of several wonderful w r orks of God for 
them, (chap, xxix.) and renews the covenant between God 
and them ; using several arguments to persuade them to a 
dutiful, observance of God's law: which he. commands 
(chap, xxxi.) to be read to all the people in thexonclusion 
of every seventh year, that none might pretend ignorance of 
it. AikI then concludes all with a most admirable song, 
which he orders every one to learn; and with a blessing 
upon the. twelve tribes. 

All this was done in the two last months of the last year 
of Moses's life. But not all at oiice, as plainly appears by 



several parts of the book ; in which he writes what he de- 
livered to them at several times. Which is the reason of 
the repetition of the very same thing over and over again : 
that he might make it sink into their minds by being often 
inculcated, Some have been so foolish as to make this an 
objection against this book" being composed by Moses. 
But it shews their great ignorance ; all wise men having 
ever judged it necessary to say, to, avra ntQi twv avTwv, the 
very same things concerning the same things; that they might 
be thoroughly understood, and fixed in the memory of their 
auditors, and settled in their hearts and affections. Tar^ 
ticularlyEpictetus (as David Chytrseus long ago observed) 
delivered this as a profitable rule in all studies; ElSc'vat 
Xpr), on ov /ooSiov Soy/za wagayivia^ai av^pwirt^, d fii] kcl(F ckcut- 
ttjv vfiipav ra avra kcu Xiyy ,tlq koi ciKQvy, kcl\ a/xa xP^ Tat Tpoe 
rbv )3iov. Tliis must be known (as a certain truth), that it is 
not easy for. a man to attain the. solid knowledge of any 
thing, unless he both read and hear the same, things every 
day; and also set himself to the practice of them. This 
courso Moses took with the children of Israel: spending 
every day, it is likely, of the latter end of his life in calling 
to their mind, again and again, what he had taught them ; 
and the reason they had to do accordingly. 



CHAP. L 

Ver. 1. JL HESE.be the words.} This book contains the 
words; 

Which Moses spake unto all Israel.'] All the people could 
not hear what he said, but he ordered the elders and heads 
of the several tribes to communicate to the whole congre- 
gation what he delivered to them, in the audience of many 
of the people who were assembled with them. Thus these 
words arc commonly understood. But, considering the 
great weight of what is here said, I rather think that Moses 
himself, at several times, spake what here follows in the 
ears of the people. (See v. 1.) 

On this side Jordan.] The VulgaT Latin having translated 
the Hebrew words [beeber] on the other side Jordan, it hath 
furnished some ill-disposed minds with an argument, that 
Moses was not the author of this book: for he that wrote 
plainly shews that he was in Canaan when he wrote it. But 
a very little consideration would have prevented this "fri- 
volous objection; there being nothing more certain, than 
that the Hebrew words signify indifferently, cither one side 
or the other; and may be literally translated, in the passage 
over .Jordan, or as they were about to pass over it; as 
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Huetius observes and proves, by plain examples, that the 
Hebrews have no other word to express their mind, when 
they would say cither on this side or beyond. (See Do- 
monstr. Evang. propos. iv. cap. 14.) To which another 
learned writer, since him, (Hermannus Witsius, lib. i. 
Misccl. Sacr. cap. 14.) hath added several other places, 
which evidently shew, that beeber is a word that indiffer- 
ently belongs to either side of any place, (sec 1 Sam. xiv. 
40.) and must be determined by the matter in hand, to 
which it is to be applied. And here, undoubtedly, it is to 
be rendered on this side Jordan. (See iii: 8.) 

In the wilderness in the plain.] In the plain of Moab, 
where they had remained a long while; as appears from the 
foregoing book, (Numb. xxii. 1. xxvi. 3. C3. xxxi. 12. 
xxxiii. 48. 59. xxxv. 1. xxxvi. 13.) 

Over against the Red Sea.] There is no word in the He- 
brew text for sea ; and therefore the marginal translation is 
to be preferred, which is, over against Suph; which was a 
place in the country of Moab, (see Numb. xxi. 14.) oyer 
against which they now lay encamped; but wero so far 
distant from the Red Sea, that there can be no respect to 
it here, 

Between Parang He doth notmcan the wilderness of Pa- 
ran frequently mentioned in the foregoing book (for that 
was as remote from hence as the Red Sea), but some place 
in the country of Moab, as Suph was, and the rest of the 
places which here follow. 

And Tophel, and Laban, and Hazeroth, and Dizabah.] 
There was a place called Hazeroth, where they had en- 
camped a long time ago, (Numb. xi. 35. xxxiii, 17.) but it 
was in another wilderness far from this place, as appears 
by the account Moses gives of their removals from that 
place to this, where they now lay, (Numb, xxxiii. 17. 48, 
49.) And therefore I take this, and the other three places 
here mentioned, to have been frontier-towns in the country 
of Moab, which lay upon the borders of this plain. The 
last of which, Dizabah, is translated by the LXX. and the 
Vulgar, as if it signified a place where there were mines 
of gold. . 

Onkelos and the Jerusalem Targum, who take Suph to 
signify the Red Sea, and Paran for the wilderness through 
wiiich they had come many years ago, &c. arc forced to add 
several words to make out the sense of this verse in this 
manner: These be the words which Moses spake xinto all 
Israel on this side Jordan, #c. reproving them because they 
sinned in the desert, and provoked God in the plain over 
against the Red Sea; and murmured in Paran about manna; 
and at Hazeroth for Jlesh, &,c. And so they proceed to 
mention other sins committed in other places; but not in 
these here named: wiiich they force, from their natural 
sense, to comply with this conceit. 

Ver. 2. There are eleven daytf journey from Horeb, &c] 
Or eleven days (we were a coming) from Horeb, by the way 
of Mount Seir, unto Kadesh-barnea. Which cannot be 
understood of the whole time they spent between these two 
places, but only of the time they spent in travelling: for 
they stayed a month at Kibroth-hattaavah, and a week 
more at Hazeroth, (Numb. xi. 21. xii. 15, 16.) before they 
came to Kadesh-barnea. This he represents to them, to 
make them sensible they had been kept in the wilderness so 
many years as had passed since they came out of Egypt; 
not because it was a long way to Canaan, but for the reason 



mentioned in the fourteenth of Numbers. For from Horeb 
(whither he ordered them to go when they came out of 
Egypt) they came in eleven days, and took no long jour- 
neys, to the borders of the land of Canaan, where Kadesh- 
barnea lay. So Maimonides; The way was plain and 
known between Horeb (whither God brought them on pur- 
pose to serve him) and Kadesh: which was the beginning 
of a habitable country; according to what he saith, Numb. 
xx. 16. (See More Ncvochim, par. iii. cap. 1. see Numb, 
xiii. 26.) 

By the way of Mount Sew.] The country of the Edomitcs, 
(chap. ii. ver. 12.) 

Unto Kadesh-barnea.] How they Mere ordered to come 
hither, and what they did here, he relates, ver. 6. 19. and 
so proceeds to give an account of several remarkable things 
which befel them, unto the time when he wrote these things, 
which he sets down in the next verse. 

Ver. 3. And it came to pass in the fortieth year.] After 
they came out of Egypt. 

In the eleventh month, on the first day of the month.] In 
the first month of this fortieth year they came into the 
wilderness of Zin, unto another Kadesh, (Numb. xx. 1.) 
From whence they removed to Mount Hor; where Aaron 
died on the first day of the fifth month of this year. See 
there, ver. 28. where it appears, ver. 29. they mourned 
for him thirty days, that is, till the beginning of the sixth 
month. In which they fought with king Arad, (Numb, xxi.) 
and from Mount Hor travelled from place to place (as we 
read there, and Numb, xxxiii.) till they came to these plains 
of Moab. In which journeys, and in the rest of the transac- 
tions, mentioned in the latter end of the book of Numbfers, 
they spent the other five months of this year; as I have 
observed in their proper places. And now began the 
eleventh month, when Moses, being to leave the world 
before the end of this year, spake all that follows in this 
book. And this speech (which he begins ver. 6. and con- 
tinues to the fortieth verse of the fourth chapter), the great 
primate of Ireland thinks, he made to the people on the 
twentieth of February, and on the sabbath-day, as the 
reader may find in his Annals. 

That Moses spake imto the children of Israel, according 
unto all that the Lord hath given himin commandment unto 
them.] Made a rehearsal of all that at several times he had 
received from the Lord, and delivered unto them. 

Ver. 4. After he had slain Sihon the king of the Amorites, 
which dwelt at Heshbon.] About five months ago; for it* 
was after Aaron's death, which was the first day of the fifth 
month, (Numb, xxxiii. 38.) and they mourned for him all 
that month. (See Numb. xxi. 21, &c.) 

And Og the king of Bashan, which dwelt at Astaroth.] 
This was a city in the country of Bashan, (Josh. xiii. 31.)and 
a city it was of very' great antiquity, as appears from Gen. 
xiv. 5. (See there.) From whence some think the famous 
goddess Astarte had her name, being here worshipped. But 
whether that goddess took her name from this city, or the 
city from the goddess, is not certain ; as Mr. Seldcn ob- 
serves in his Syntagma ii. de Diis Syris, cap. 2. But that 
the heathen deities were wont to have their names from the 
groves, mountains, cities, and caves, where they were 
worshipped, is as certain as it is uncertain from whence 
Astartc,or Astaroth (as theScripture name is), was so called. 

In Edm.] .His royal palace M r as at Astaroth (as Sihon's 
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was at Heshbon), but he was slain in Edrei, (Numb. 

xxi. 33.) 

Vet. 5. On this side Jordan, in the land of Moat*.] In the 
plains of Moab; before they passed over Jordan. (See 

ver. 1.) 

Began Moses to declare this law, saying.'] To call to re- 
membrance that which any one had forgotten ; and to ex- 
plain that which any one did not understand. So Maimo- 
nides expounds these words in Seder Zeraim, " In the end 
of the fortieth year, in the beginning of the month Shcbat, 
Moses called the people together, saying; The time of my 
death draws near, if any one, therefore, hath forgot any 
thing that I have delivered, let him come and receive it; 
or if any thing seem dubious, let him come that I may ex- 
plain it. And so they say in Siphri, If any one have forgot- 
ten any constitution, let him come and hear it the second 
time; if he need to have any thing unfolded, let him come 
and hear the explication ofit" For which he quotes this 
verse ; and says that Moses spent all his time in this, from 
the beginning of the month Shcbat to the seventh day of 
Adar. And what he now said was likely to be more re- 
garded, because these were, in a manner, his dying words ; 
for he lived but till the seventh day of the next month ; and 
seems to have composed this book as a compendium of his 
whole law, for the familiar use of the children of Israel; 
from whence it is called Deuteronomy, i. e. a second law. 
(See Huetius in his Demonstr. Evang. propos. iv. cap. 1.) 

Vcr. 6. The Lord our God spake unto us in Horeb, say- 
ing.] Numb. x. 13. 

Ye have dwelt long enough in this mount.] From the 
third month of the first year (Exod. xix. 1.) to the twen- 
tieth day of the second year after they came out of Egypt, 
(Numb. x. 11.) they stayed at Mount Sinai, which is the 
same with Horeb, they being only two tops of the same 
mountain, one of them something higher than the other, as 
they are described by those who have taken a view of 
them. For Moses was twice with God, for the space of 
forty days, in this mount: and here the tabernacle and all 
things belonging to it were made, according to the orders 
he there received; and then was erected and consecrated; 
and the people all numbered and disposed under several 
standards, to march in such order as God appointed, 
(Numb. ii. 3. 10. 17, &c. x. 14, 15, &c.) 

Ver. 7. Turn yon.] From this mountain. 

And take your journey.] Resume your journey, which 
you have so long intermitted. 

And go to the mount of the Amorites.] A mount on the 
south part of Canaan, inhabited by the Amorites, together 
with some Canaanites and Amalekites, (Numb. xiv. 25. 

43. 45.) But the principal possessors of it were Amorites, 
as is expressed more than once in this chapter, ver. 19, 20. 

44. This is the mountain to which Moses bade the spies 
go up, Numb. xiii. 17. and so they did, ver. 22. 

And unto all the places nigh thereunto.] And so pass into 
all the neighbouring country which lies near it. 

In the plains, in the hills, and in the vale.] This is a de- 
scription of the country nigh unto this mountain; some of 
which was champion (as we speak), and other parts of 
it consisted of hills and dales. 

And in the south, and by the sect-side, to the land of the 
Canaanites, and unto Lebanon, and unto the great river, the 
river Euphrates.~] And so go into all the rest of the land of 
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Canaan: the several' quarters of which 'he here sets forth. 
The southern part lying towards this mountain; the western 
upon the sea (where the people properly called Canaanites 
dwelt); the northern towards Lebanon; and the eastern to- 
wards the river Euphrates. Which by other authors, as 
well as Moses, is called the great river. So Callimachus, 
in his hymn to Apollo, v. 103. 

*A<T<rvptov TTorafioXo fiiya^ poog 

The great flood of the Assyrian river; which the scholiast 
observes is meant of Euphrates. And Lucan, 



-" Cum Tigride magnus 
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Ver. 8. Behold, I have set the land.] In the Hebrew, 
given the land, i. e. bestowed it upon you, and am ready to 
bring you into possession ofit. 

Before you.] That every one of you may have his share 
ofit. Or, that you may go whither you please, and settle 
yourselves in it, (Gen. xiii. 9. xxxiv. 10.) ' 

Go in and possess the land.] Therefore make no longer 
stay here in the wilderness; but go and take possession of 
my gift. 

Which the Lord sware unto your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, &c] Gen. xv. 18. xvii. 7, 8. xxvi. 3. xxviii. 13. 

Ver. 9. And I spake unto you at that time, saying.] 
About the time of their coming to Horeb, or Mount Sinai.* 
For the story of Jethro, unto which this relates, preceded 
that immediately, (Exod. xviii.) Many great men' place it 
after the giving of the law: of which, see Selden, lib.ii. de 
Synedr. cap. 2. n. 4. 

I am not able to bear you alone.] We do not read, beforo 
now, that Moses spake thus to the people. But Jethro 
spake in this manner to him, Exod. xviii. 18. and gave him 
advice to* take some others to his assistance, (ver. 21.) 
which advice he followed, (ver. 24.) And then spake to 
the people what Jethro had said to him; and enlarged upon 
it, in the words we read here, in the following verses: 
where he gives them the reason why he could not perform 
the office of a judge alone. 

Ver. 10. The Lord your God hath multiplied you; and, 
behold, ye are this day as the stars of heaven for multitude.] 
Increased unto a greater number than can easily be told." 

Ver. 11. The Lord God of your fathers make you a 
thousand times so many as you areJ] As if he had said, I 
am not troubled at your vast increase, but bless God for 
it; and beseech him to make you a thousand times more 
numerous than at present you arc. 

And bless you, as he hath promised you.] In the promise 
often repeated to their fathers, (Gen. xii. 2. xv. 5. xvii. 5, 
G, xviii. 18. xxii. 17. xxvi. 4. xxviii. 14.) 

Ver. 12, How can I myself alone bear your cumbrance, 
and your burden, and your strife?] But how is it possible 
for one man alone to undergo the labour of hearing all the 
complaints of such a multitude; and of remedying all their 
grievances, and determining all their controversies? So 
the last word signifies, suits at law (as we speak), as the 
two former signify other differences, which arose between 
one man and another, about such things as are mentioned 
in the twenty-first, twenty-second, and twenty-third chap- 
ters of Exodus. The first word, which we translate cum- 
brance, signifies tcediosam litigantium $erram,(as Ilottinge? 
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interprets it, in his Smegma Orientale, lib. i. cap. 6.) the 
tedious pleadings of those that manage causes before a 
judge, by bills and answers (suppose) and rejoinders, &c. 

Ver. 13. Take ye.] In the Hebrew it is give ye, i. e. pre- 
sent unto mo such persons as you think fit, according to 
the following characters. 

Wise men, and understanding, and known among your 
tribes.'] Men of known wisdom, prudence, and integrity; 
skilful in Divine and human laws. (See Exod. xviii. 21.) 
Some take wise men to signify such as knew much; and 
understanding, such as had prudence to make use of their 
knoAvledge, being men of experience, and they w r ere to be 
noted for both these; othenvise the people would not have 
reverenced them. 

. Vcr. 14. And ye answered me, and said, Hie thing which 
thou hast spoken is good for its to do.] This consent of the 
people is not recorded before; but sufficiently implied 
in their submission to this regulation, mentioned Exod. 
xviii. 2G. t • • 

i Ver. 15. So I took the chief of your tribes, wise men, and 
known.] From among those men that they presented to him, 
he took, I suppose, such persons among the chief of their 
tribes, as were endowed with the qualities here named, and 
were known by all so to be. For obscure persons, cither 
for birth, or experience in affairs, would have been con- 
temned : and therefore he chose the noblest of those that 
were presented to him (called here the chief of their tribes), 
if they were no less worthy than others. For some such, 
no doubt, there were among their great men, as might be 
thought fit for this high employment. And they were the fitter, 
because, being men of quality (as we speak), they were less 
liable to be corrupted by bribery. From which Moses took 
care all judges should be so free, that he expressly requires 
they should be men hating covetousness, (Exod. xviii. 21.) 
And Solon did not forget to make this a part of the oath, 
which every judge in Athens took (which m mentioned at 
large by Demosthenes: in his oration against Timoerates) 
ov$l dHJpa dt^Ofiai Tyjg riXtaattjjg tvetca, ovr avrbg eyi), ovt a\- 
Xoc Ifioi, &e. I will receive no gift upon the account of my sen- 
tence ; neither I myself, nor any body else for me, nor otJiers 
with my knowledge, by any artifice or device tvhatsoever. 

And made them heads over yon."] Set them to govern and 
rule the people, (as it is expressed ver. 13.) by deciding 
all causes which were brought before them ; as far as they 
were able to understand them. 

Captains over thousands, and captains over hundreds, and 
captains over fifties, and captains over tens.] It is a ques- 
tion, whether they were commanders over so many families, 
or persons; as I observed upon Exod. xviii. 25. Hcrmau- 
nus Conringius thinks they were rulers (as the word signi- 
fies) over so many fathers of families, understanding by a 
family that which we now call a household, (Dc Republ. 
Hebrseorum, sect. 18.) 

And officers among your tribes.] The same great man, in 
the twenty-sixth section of the same book, takes schotrim 
to have been judges, as w T cll as the rest. His great reason 
is, because the seventy elders were ordered to be chosen 
out of them, among others, (Numb. xi. 1G.) Now it is alto- 
gether improbable, he thinks, that such a prophetical col- 
lege as that was, should be chosen out of such mean offi- 
cers, as the Hebrew doctors make these schotrim to have 
been. But see what I have noted upon Exod, v, 14, and 



Numb. xi. 1G. And let me hero add, that if they were 
judges (and not attendants upon them), they were very 
mean ones, being put below the rulers of ten. But howso? 
ever this be, it is certain some of these judges had greater 
authority than others, being entrusted with a larger juris- 
diction; and, it is likely, greater abilities were required in 
those over thousands, than in those over tens. As in the 
great Sanhedrim afterward, the Jews make more things ne- 
cessary to qualify men for a place in it, than were requisite 
for those in lower courts ; where no man could sit (much 
less in the highest) unless these seven things were remark- 
able in him, as Maimonidcs saith, (Halacah Sanhedrin, 
cap. 4. sect. 7.) wisdom, humility, the fear of God, con- 
tempt of riches, love of truth, a good fame; and he was 
beloved also of others. 

Ver. 1G. And I charged your judges at that time, saying.] 
As the quality of their persons and their endowments 
made them considerable, so they were dignified with the 
honourable name of schofetim, and were also called elders, 
which had been along time a title of honour among the 
Jcavs, and in other nations. 

Hear the causes between your brethren.] This was a ne- 
cessary quality in a good judge, to give audience to every 
one that brought a cause before him ; and not to delay any 
man. But the Jews infer from these words, that it was not 
lawful to hear any man when his adversary was absent; 
but both parties were to be there present. And they were 
also to be heard speak for themselves, if they pleased ; 
which was part of the forenamed oath which Solon ordered 
all the Athenian judges to take, y Aicpoa<jofiai row re Karvyopov 
kcu rov cnro\oyovfi£vov 6/iofwc dfupolv, I will hear the ac- 
cuser and the defender, both alike. 

And judge righteously.] The next thing required of a 
judge, was to be upright and impartial, not considering 
what the man was, but his cause. This is implied in the 
following words. 

Between every man and his brother.] i.e. Between one 
Israelite and another. 

And the stranger that is with you.] i. e. Between an Is- 
raelite and a proselyte : whether he were received into the 
covenant by circumcision, or not. For of this latter sort 
there were, no doubt, a great number, amongst that mixed 
multitude, who came with them out of Egypt, (Exod. xii. 
38.) And while they were in the wilderness, there was not 
a distinct court for Israelites and proselytes; but their 
causes were tried in one and the same, as Mr. Selden ob- 
serves, lib. ii. dc Synedriis, cap. 3. n. 1. 

Ver. 17. And ye shall not respect persons in judgment.] 
Not be swayed by particular affection or interest; but 
judge sincerely, without respect lo relation, or any benefit 
or injury received. 

Ye shall hear the small as well as the great.] Be equally 
disposed patiently to attend to the cause of a poor man, as 
of a great; and to do him as speedy and impartial justice. 
(See Lev. xix. 15.) And here the Hebrew doctors tell us 
of some singular practices in their courts, to preserve the 
dispensation of exact justice: for if one of the contending 
parties came into them richly clothed, and the other poorly, 
they would not hear them till both were clothed alike. 
Nor would they suffer one of them to sit, and the oth^r 
stand ; but both of thcin either sat, or stood. And if they 
sat, one of them was not permitted to sit. higher than the 
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other ; but they sat by each other's side, &c. (See Seldcn, j 
lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 13. n. 10.) 

Ye shall not be afraid of the face of men.'] Courage and 
undaunted resolution is another necessary qualification in 
a judge ; who must not be overawed by what any man can 
do unto him ; but remember (as it here follows) that he is 
iu God's place. 

For the judgment is God's.'] God gave them their com- 
mission by Moses ; so that they were his ministers, and 
acted by his authority: and therefore might be confident he 
would defend them in the discharge of their office. This 
shews, that though Moses alone acted by immediate autho- 
rity from God, yet these always being constituted by him, 
were to be looked upon as pronouncing sentence in his 
name; who, after a peculiar manner/was the King and su- 
preme Governor of the people of Israel. 

And the cause tvhich is too hard for you, bring it unto me, 
and I will hear it.] Another quality is humility, in not ad- 
venturing to judge of things above their reach. Some think 
there were certain causes reserved to the cognizance of 
Moses, (as I observed upon Exod. xviii. 12.) but the con- 
trary appears by these words, that all manner of causes 
were brought before these judges; and they, not the peo- 
ple, brought such causes before Moses, as they found too 
hard for them to determine. So that they, not the person 
whose cause it was, judged of the difficulty of the cause. 
(See Selden, lib. i. de Synedriis, cap. 1G.) 

Ver. 18. And I commanded you at that time all the things 
that ye should do.] As he rightly informed their judges, so 
he instructed the people also in their duty, before they 
went from Horeb," by delivering to them the judgments 
which God commanded him to set before them, Exod.xxj. 
1. contained in that and in the two following "chapters; 
whereby both they and their judges were to govern them- 
selves. 

Ver. 19. And when we departed from Horeb.] See Numb. 

V o 

A* *-'. 

We went through all that great and terrible wilderness.] 
It may well be called great because it extended a great 
way. For after three days' journey (Numb. x. 12.) they 
settled at Kibroth-hattaavah ; which was in this wilderness 
of Paran. From whence they went to Hazeroth, which is 
still said to be in this wilderness, (Numb. xi. 35.) And 
when they went from thence, they were in the same wilder- 
ness, (xii.lG.) where Kadesh was, (xiii. 2(i. and see xxxiii. 
19.) And this wilderness was very terrible, or dreadful; 
because there were no inhabitants in it but wild beasts. 

Which you saw by the way of the mountain of the Amor- 
ites.] All the way you went towards that mountain. (See 
ver. 7.) 

As the Lord our God commanded us'.'] According to the 
direction which God gave them, by the motion of the cloud 
that went before them. 

And we came to Kadesh-barnea.] "Where they rested at 
the foot of that mountain, in the wilderness of Paran, 
(Numb. xiii. 2. 2G.) 

Ver. 20. And I said unto you, Ye are come to the mountain 
of the Amorites, which the Lord our God doth give unto us.] 
For this was part of the country which God bestowed upon 
them for their possession; as appears from Numb, xxxiv. 4, 
where Kadesh-barnea is mentioned as a frontier-place 
in their south border. And indeed the Amorites, where- 
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soever they found them, were to be expelled; as theyhad 
already dispossessed them of the whole kingdom of Sihon, 
who was king of the Amorites, (Numb. xxi. 21, 25, 26.) 

Ver. 21. Behold, the Lord thy God hath set the land be- 
fore thee.] All the country beyond this mountain, (ver. 8.) 

Go up.] For there was a great ascent to it,- (Numb. 
xiii. 17.) 

And possess it.] Enter upon the possession of it. 

As the Lord God of thy fathers hath said unto thee.] Ac- 
cording to the promise made by God long ago, to A braham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, (see ver. 8.) which he is now ready to 
perform. v 

Fear not, neither be discouraged.'] Do not dread either 
their number or their strength; but trust in the Lord (whose 
name he repeats four times in these three verses), that he 
will make good his word. 

Ver. 22. And ye came near unto me every one of you.] 
The heads of every tribe, in the name of the whole congre- 
gation, whose desire this was. 

And said, We will send men before us.] Some select 
persons. 

And they sJiall search' out the land.'] Give us an account 
how it lies, and what kind of country it is. 

And bring us word again by what way we shall go tip.] 
Inform us which way to direct our march into it. 

And into what cities we shall comL] What cities we shall 
first attack, to make our way the clearer into the country. 
Moses also charges the men that went to search the land 
with many other inquiries, (Numb. xiii. 18 — 20.) that the 
people might receive the fullest satisfaction. 

Ver. 23. And the saying pleased me well.] He thought 
this a reasonable motion, proceeding only from a prudent 
caution ; whereas, in truth, they were timorous and dis- 
trustful of God's promise. 

And I took twelve men of you, one of a tribe.] That every 
body might be satisfied when they heard the report of their 
brethren, Numb. xiii. 2 — 4, &c. and God directed him so 
to do, as we read there. 

Ver. 24. And they turned.] From Kadesh-barnea. 

And went up into the mountain.] Numb. xiii. 17. 21. 

And came into the valley ofEshcol.] It appears by the 
relation, (Numb. xiii. 21 — 23.) that this was the last place 
unto which they came when th6y had ended their search. 

And searched it out.] After they had gone through all the 
quarters of the country. 

Ver. 25. And they took of the fruit of the land, in their 
hands, and brought it down unto us.] Both grapes, pome- 
granates, and figs, (Numb. xiii. 23.) 

And brought us word again, and said, It is a good land 
ivhich th$ Lord our God doth give us.] So they all said 
unanimously, and brought along with them a demonstration 
of it; (Numb. xiii. 27.) only they added, that they were not 
able to deal with the inhabitants of it. 

Ver. 2G. Notwithstanding ye would not go up, but re- 
belled against the commandment of the Lord your God.] 
Who bade you go up and not be afraid, (ver. 8. 21.) Which 
was the greater sin, because he had not only brought them 
to the borders of the land, but convinced them that he had 
not deluded them with fair promises of a better country 
than really it was: for they all saw the goodly fruit which 
it produced ; and ought therefore to have believed ho would 
fulfil his word, and give them the possession of it. 
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Vcr. 27. And ye murmured in your tents.'] After great 
lamentations for a whole night together, (Numb. xiv. 1.) 

And said, Because the Ijord hated us, he hath brought ns 
forth oat of the land of Egypt.'] Unto which therefore they 
desired and conspired to return, (Numb. xiv. 4.) 

To deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy ns.] 
Nothing can be more pernicious (as Grotius here observes) 
than a persuasion that God doth not love us, but hath a 
design upon us, to destroy us. 

Ver. 28. Whither shall we go up?] Moses, I suppose, 
stiH pressed them to go up, and take possession of the 
land: to which they gave him this snappish answer. 

Our brethren have discouraged our hearts.] The men that 
you yourself sent to search the land, dispirited us by the 
report they have brought us. Which would not have had 
that effect upon them, if they had minded one part of it as 
much as the other, and calmly considered what Caleb and 
Joshua said, who made no doubt of. success. 

Saying, The people is greater and taller tlian we.] More 
numerous, and of far greater stature and strength, (Numb, 
xiii. 28. 33.) 

Their cities are great, and tvalled tip to heaven.] The 
spies only told them, that their cities were walled, and very 
great, (Numb. xiii. 28.) but their fear and confusion of 
thoughts augmented the danger of attempting the conquest 
of them: yet Moses himself thinks good afterward to use 
the same hyperbole, (ix. 1.) which is common in the best 
authors. For thus Homer, in Odyss. E. ver. 239. speaks 
of a fir-tree as high as heaven, i. e. exceeding tall : 
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Many other instances maybe seen in Bochartus's Pha- 
Jeg. lib. i. cap. 13. 

- And moreover, we have seen the sons oftheAnakims there.] 
See Numb. xiii. 28. 33. Const. I/Empereur will rather 
have it translated the sons of the giants, as the LXX. and 
Onkelos take it. Yet he acknowledges that Anak seems to 
have been the first parent and propagator of tho race of 
giants after the flood ; and, therefore, it may be properly 
-translated as we do. (Sec Annot. in Itincr. Benjamini Tu- 
•delensis, p. 136.) 

Ver. 29. Then I said unto you.] Moses here at large re- 
lates what .he said unto their fathers upon this occasion ; 
which he doth not mention in the book of Numbers (where 
•we read 6nly of his falling down before God), that he might 
■awaken this generation to a greater confidence in God, and 
a dread of his judgment. 

Dread not, nor be afraid of them.] Do not consider so 
much how strong they are, as how powerful the Lord your 
God is, who hath promised you this good land. 

Ver. 30. The Lord your God ivhich goeth before you.] In 
a glorious pillar of cloud and fire. 

He shall fight for you.] As he had done hitherto, (Exod. 
Xiv. 14. xvii.8, &c.) 

According to all that he did for you in Egypt before your 
eyes.] Why should you think he is less able to bring you 
into Canaan, than he was to redeem you from Egypt, where 
you were oppressed by very powerful enemies? 

Ver. 31. And in the wilderness."} Ever since they came 
from thence through the wilderness of the Reel Sea, (Exod. 
xiii. IS.) and iu the wilderness of Sin, (Exod xvi. 1.) and 



the wilderness of Sinai, (Exod. xix. 1, 2.) and then through 
that terrible wilderness of Paran. (See above, ver. 19.) 

Where thou hast seen how the Lord thy God bare thee, as 
a man doth bear his son.] The long experience they had of 
his tender care he had over them (which was as indulgent 
as that of a kind father towards his only son, when he is a 
child, whom he carries in his arms), should have made them 
confident of his gracious providence for the future. 

In all the way that ye went, until ye came to this place.] 
He made provision for them in the most desolate places ; 
bringing them water out of a rock ; sending bread down to 
them from heaven ; defending them from mid beasts, and 
from their fiercer enemies, &e. 

Ver. 32. Yet in this thing ye did not believe the Lord 
your God.] He could not prevail with them to trust God ; 
and go up, as he commanded, in his power and might to 
possess the land. Nor could all that Caleb and Joshua 
said at all move them, (Numb. xiv. 7 — 9.) 

Ver. 33. Who went in the way before you.] Never failed 
constantly to direct and guide you in your journeysj 
(Exod. xiii. 22.) 

To search you out a place to pitch your tents in.] But al- 
ways marked out your encampments where they should be, 
(Numb. x. 17.) 

In fire by night, to shew you by what way you should go, 
and in a cloud by day.] That they might be able to travel 
by night, as well as by day: which was most convenient in 
summer-time, when the sun was very scorching in a wilder- 
ness where there was no' shelter, (Exod. xiii. 21. Numb.x. 
1G. 21.) 

Ver. 34. And the Lord heard the voice of your words.] 
They not only distrusted God, (ver. 32.) but murmured 
against their leaders, and against God, in a mutinous man- 
ner ; consulting to return into Egypt, (Numb. xiv. 1—4.) 
And moreover spake of stouing Caleb and Joshua for their 
good advice, (ver. 10.) 

And was wroth, and sivare, saying.] Which so provoked 
the Divine Majesty, that he irrevocably determined what 
follows; confirming it with an oath, (Numb. xiv. 21.) 

Ver. 35. Surely there shall not one of these men of this 
evil generation see that good land, &c] See Numb. xiv. 21. 
28, 29.) 

Ver. 36. Save Caleb the son of Jephuvneh.] And Joshua 
the son of Nun. (See xiv. 24. 30. and see below, ver. 38.) 

He shall see it, and to him will I give the land that he hath 
trodden upon, &e.] This was as exactly fulfilled as their 
disinheriting was, Josh. xiv. 9. 12. where the particular 
portion of land is mentioned which God promised to him, 
and which Joshua gave him in the mountain where the 
Anakims dwelt. For such was the wonderful faith and 
courage of Caleb, that'he doubted not to dispossess those 
whom the rest of the Israelites dreaded as invincible. 

Ver. 37. Also the Lord teas angry with me.] Not at that 
time, but afterward; when they came into the wilderness 
of Zin, to another Kadesh, (Numb. xx. 1. 12.) 

For your sakes.] By occasion of their fresh discontents 
and mutinous iipbraidings "of him, (Numb. xx. 2—4.) which 
provoked him so, that he spake unadvisedly with his lips; 
as the Psalmist observes, Psal. cvi. 31, 32. This was a 
high aggravation of their guilt; that they not only undid 
themselves, but brought great displcasnre upon their worthy 
leader and governor, whom they wearied with their tumults 
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and rebellions. Or the meaning may be (which doth not 
much differ from the account now given), that they mur- 
muring in a tumultuous manner, when they saw the water 
did not flow out of the rock at the first stroke, he himself 
also was put into such a commotion, that he began to doubt, 
and say God would do nothing for such a rebellious people, 
though he had declared he would. If this be true, he soon 
recovered himself, and smote the rock again, in confidence 
God would be as good as his word. But God was so 
angry at the words he had spoken, that he so far punished 
him for them, as to deny him entrance into Canaan. ' 

Saying, Thou shall not go in thither. ~\ AVhich threatening 
is renewed a little before his death, (Numb, xxvii. 13, 14.) 
and he could not get repealed by any entreaties, as we read 
in this book, iii. 26. 

Ver. 38*' But Joshua the son of Nun, which standeth before 
tltee.] i. e. Waits upon thee. 

He shall go in thither.] So God promised, when he, as 
well as Caleb, endeavoured to put courage into the people 
to go and possess the land, (Numb. xiv. 6, 7, &c. 30.) 

Encourage him, for he shall cause Israel to inherit it.'] Not 
only go thither, and have his portion there, but be the cap- 
tain of Israel, and conquer the land for them, and divide it 
among them. This intimates as if Joshua was afraid he 
might be excluded as well as his master; being extremely 
troubled, it is likely, that he was not suffered to reap the 
fruit of his long labours. Therefore God bids Moses en- 
courage his hope, and command him to take heart (as we 
speak), for undoubtedly he should do more than go into 
Canaan. Which may be the reason why his name is not 
put into the exception, (ver. 35, 36.) together with Caleb's ; 
but they are mentioned separately, because there was some- 
thing to be said peculiar to each of them. 

Ver. 30. Moreover, your little ones, whom ye said should 
be a prey.] See Numb. xiv. 31. 

Which in that day had no knowledge of good and evil.] 
And, consequently, did not provoke God by their disobe- 
dience. 

They shall go in thither, &c] Their innocence moved 
pity towards them : though children, in some cases, were 
cut off for their fathers' sins. 

Ver. 40. But as for you, turn you.~\ From the land of 
Canaan; to which they were not permitted to go. 

And take your journey into the wilderness.] And get you 
back again into the wilderness, out of which I have brought 
you, (Numb. xiv. 25.) 

By the way of the Red Sea.] Thus they had their desire, 
in some part, of returning into Egypt, (Numb. xiv. 4.) 
which was not far from the Red Sea. 

Ver. 41. Then you answered and said unto me, We have 
sinned against the Lord.] They repented when it was too 
late to do them any good. (See Numb. xiv. 40.) 

We will go up, and fight, according to all that the Lord 
our God commanded us.] Now they resolve to encounter 
those enemies of whom they were before so afraid, as to 
speak of stoning those who exhorted them not to fear 
them, (Numb. xiv. 9, 10.) 

And.when you girded on every man his weapons of war, 
ye were ready to go up into the hill.] They not only made 
a stout resolution, but actually prepared themselves for the 
onset: as if there were no difficulty in that, which a little 
before they dreaded to think of. So Dc Dieu translates the 



last words, Ye thought it an easy matter to ascend the hill; 
or, ye despised going up the mountain; in our language, 
made nothing of it. 

Ver. 42. And the Lord said unto me, Say, unto them, Go 
not up.] See Numb. xiv. 41, 42. 

Neither fight. 2 Much less think of fighting. 

For I am not among you.] By my powerful presence to 
subdue your enemies, or to defend you from them (so the 
phrase is often used); for the ark of the covenant, the 
token of God's presence, did not go with them, (Numb. 
xiv. 44.) 

Lest ye be smitten before your enemies.] Which would be 
a far greater disgrace than marching away from them. 

Ver. 43. So I spake unto you.] See Numb. xiv. 42, 43. 

And ye would not hear.] No more than before ; when he 
bade them go up. 

And rebelled against the commandment of the Lord.] For 
now it was against his will, as before it was his will, that 
they should go up. 

And went presumptuously tip into the hill.] Would ven- 
ture against the express command of God, which was the 
highest presumption. 

Ver. 44. And the Amorites which dwelt in that mountain 
came out against you.] As soon as they saw the Israelites 
ascend to assault them, they came down upon them, (Numb, 
xiv. 45.) 

And chascdyou, as bees do.] Which pursue those that dis- 
turb their hives in great swarms, and with great fury, (Psal. 
cxviii. 12.) For though bees have very small bodies, yet 
they have great spirits, and a vast force, as Eochart ob- 
serves in many instances, to make out the aptness of this 
comparison, in his Hierozoicon, par. ii. lib. iv. cap. 10. 

And destroyed you in Seir.] It seems they fled towards 
that part of Idumea where Mount Seir was; which they 
afterward compassed many days, (ii. 1.) when they re- 
moved from Kadesh-barnea. And there some of them fell 
by the sword of the Amorites, who were the fiercest of all 
the people of Canaan, and might, on that account, be well 
compared to bees, who cease not their pursuit till they have 
fixed their stings. 

Even unto Hormah.] See Numb. xiv. 45. 

Ver. 45. And ye returned.] After the Amorites retreated. 

And wept before the Lord.] Beseeching him to go along 
with you, and assist you to conquer the land. 

But the Lord would not hearken to your voice, nor give 
ear unto you.] To consent that they should now go and 
possess the promised land, or stay near to it; but re- 
mained fixed in his resolution, that they should go back 
again, and w r ander in the wilderness as long as they lived. 

Ver. 4G. So ye dwelt in Kadesh many days.] God had 
commanded Moses to lead them into the wilderness, by 
the way of the Red Sea, the very next morning after their 
mutiny upon the return of the spies, (Numb. xiv. 25.) But 
they prevented this, by their early rising next morning- to 
assault the Amorites in the mountain, (ver. 40.) After 
which they being discomfited, he permitted them to stay 
some time here to bemoan themselves. But how long, is 
not certain: for sometime the cloud stayed but two days; 
sometime a month, sometime a year, before it stirred from 
the tabernacle ; which was the sign of their removal, 
(Numb. x. 22.) And in some stations, it is likely, they 
stayed several years : for from the time of their removal 
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from Kadesh-barnea, till they came to Mount Jlor, which j 
was thirty-seven years, we find but nineteen stations. (See j 
Numb, xxxiii. 18—37.) 

According to the days that ye abode there.] Some ex- 
pound it, As long as they did in all the rest of their stations, 
i. e. nineteen years, as the Jews compute in Seder Olam. 
But, as the learned Dr. Lightfoot thinks, it. signifies, as 
long as they did at Moinxt Sinai: and so they stayed near 
a whole year, as they had dono at Sinai. But the most 
•simple explication seems to be, that they tarried here so 
long after this, as they bad done before it, at least forty 
days ; which was, the time the spies spent in searching out 
the land. Though there is no necessity to confine it to that 
number, but simply to interpret it, that as they stayed 
there many days before this mutiny, so they did as many 
after it t 

CHAP. IL 

Ver. 1. J±ND we turned, &c] From the borders of the 
land of Canaan, to go southward, till they came to the very 
shore of the Red Sea. Which, as David Chytraetis com- 
putes it, was thirty German miles from Kadesh-barnea. 

As the Lord spake unto me.] According to the command 
formerly mentioned, Numb. xiv. 25. 

Andwe cojnpassed Mount Seir.] The mountainous country 
"of Edom ; whereof Mount Seir was but a part. For when 
they came to Ezion-Gaber, which w r as upon the Bed Sea, 
they were still in the country of Edom, (1 Kings ix. 2G. 
2 Chron. viii. 17.) For it stretched a long way ; from the 
^confines of Canaan, unto Elath and Ezion-Gaber, on the 
Red Sea. 

Many days.] Some think that they were marching to and 
fro along the borders of this country, all the time they. spent 
from this removal, till they returned to go towards Canaan 
again. So that by many days, they understand the whole 
thirty-eight years which passed between their departure 
from Kadesh-barnea till they came over the brook Zered, 
(ver. 14.) For when they were at Ezion-Gaber (which was 
farthest from Canaan), they were, as I said, upon the bor- 
ders of Edom : and so they were when they eame back 
again, seven-and-thirty years after at Mount Hor, (Numb. 
xx.23.xxi.4.) But this must not be understood, as if all the 
stations mentioned Numb, xxxiii. after they left Kadesh- 
barnea till they came hither again, were near to the country 
of Edom: some of them might be remote, though they all 
lay in that wilderness, which reached from one end of 
Idumea to the other. 

Ver. 2. And the Lord spalce nnto me, saying.] This was in 
the end of the thirty-ninth year after their coming out of 
Egypt; when they had spent thirty-seven years going to 
and fro since their departure from Kadesh-barnea. In all 
which time he gives us no account what passed, either in 
the foregoing book, or in this : but only sets down the 
places of their abode, as I observed in the thirty-third of 
Numbers. 

Ver. 3. Ye have compassed this mountain long enough.] 
i. e. The mountainous country of Edom, mentioned ver. 1. 

Turn ye northward.] From Ezion-Gaber, which was in 
(he south, towards the north, 'that is, directly towards the 
land of Canaan. 

Ver. 4. And command thou the people, saying, Ye are to 



pass through the coast of your brethren the children of Esau, 
which dwell in Seir.] For they went from Ezion-Gaber to 
Kadesh, (Numb. xx. 1.) and from thence to Mount Hor, 
(ver. 22. which was in the edge of the land of Edom, 
Numb, xxxiii. 37.) and from thence they travelled to com- 
pass the land of Edom, (xxi. 4.) ?. e. the eastern quarter of 
it. So that though they did not pass through the coast of 
Edom, as we translate it, yet they passed by it, and very 
near unto it; as the particle beth frequently signifies, 
(Gen. xxxvii. 13. Josh. v. 13. 1 Sam. xxix. 1.) Though 
they may be truly said to pass through their coast, if there- 
by we understand their border, or the confines of their 
country. 

And they shall be afraid of you.] Lest, wanting a settle- 
ment, the Israelites should seize upon their country. Ac- 
cordingly we find, they raised all the force they could make 
to oppose them, Numb. xx. 20. 

Take ye good heed to yourselves therefore.] Let not that 
encourage you to assault them. 

Ver. 5. Meddle not with them.] Make not the least at- 
tempt upon them. 

For I will not give you of their land; no, not so much as 
afoot-breadth.] i. e. Not the smallest portion. 

Because I have given Mount Seir unto Esau for a possesr 
sion.] So Joshua saith expressly, Josh. xxiv. 4. wherein 
he made good the blessing of Isaac, (Gen. xxvii. 39.) 

, Ver. 6. Ye shall buy meat of them for money, that ye may 
eat, &c>] If you have a mind to any provision that their 
country affords, you shall not take it, but purchase it; as 
they did their very water, (ver. 29.) which was a scarce 
thing in those dry countries. And so the Israelites offered 
to do, when they treated with them about a passage through 
their country, (Numb. xx. 19.) 

Ver. 7. For the Lord thy God hath blessed thee in. all 
the works of thy hand.] Or, though the Lord hath blessed 
thee, &c. that is, though there is no need of it, God having 
abundantly provided you with all things necessary. But 
if we follow our translation, the sense is plain: You have 
wherewith to buy of thcmivhat you need or desire; there- 
fore do not take it away by force. 

lie knoweth thy walking through this great wilderness.] 
Hath directed and prospered thee (as the world knoweth 
signifies in many places, Psal. i. 6. xxxi,7.) in thy travels 
through a dangerous wilderness. 

These forty years the Lord thy God hath been with thee; 
thou hast lacked nothing.] He had mercifully provided for 
them so constantly, that he let them want nothing neces- 
sary for their support. % This was the sum of the argument 
why they should not molest the Edomites, nor take any 
thing by stealth from them, because they were in no need; 
and God hath given that country to the children of Esau, 
as he intended to give Canaan to the Israelites. 

Their being in the wilderness forty years, is mentioned 
also viii. 2. xxix. .5. besides other places of Scripture. 
For, from the fifteenth day of the first month, in which 
their fathers came out of Egypt, (Numb, xxxiii. 5.) to the 
tenth day of the same month in which they went over Jor- 
dan into Canaan, (Josh. iv. 19.) there were but five days 
wanting of complete forty years. I cannot but hero note 
also, that this is one of those places wherein Onkelos men- 
tions the Memra, t. e. Word of Jehovah, which can signify 
nothing but a Divine person: for thus he translates these 
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words, The Word of the Lord thy Godhathbeen thy helper; 
thou hast not icanted any thing. 

Ver. 8. And when ive had passed by from our brethren 
the children of Esau, ichich dwelt in Seir, through the ivay 
of the plain.] i.e. Through the wilderness of Zin. 

From Elath, and from Ezion-Gaber.] Two places upon 
the Red Sea; the last of which [Ezion-Gaber] signifies as 
much as the spine, or backbone of a man. So called, be- 
cause there were great ragged rocks in that port (as Bo- 
chart observes), like those at Dyrrachium in Macedonia; 
which had its name also from thence, (lib. i. Canaan, 
cap. 44.) 

We turned.'] After they were denied passage through 
their country, and had gone through those stations men- 
tioned Numb, xxxiii. 41, 42, &c. 

Andpassed by the wilderness of Moab.] See Numb. xxi. 11. 
Going by the east side of their country, (Judg. xi. 18.) 

Ver. 9. And the Lord said unto me, IHstress not the 
Moabites, neither contend tvith tJiem in battle.] He would 
not have them force their way through his country; be- 
cause the king of Moab refused them a passage, as the 
king of Edom had done, (Judg. xi. 17.) For their country 
now was but small, since Sihonking of the Amorites .had 
taken from them all the best of it, which lay between Ar- 
non and Jabbok; of which the Israelites had possessed 
themselves by the conquest of Sihon. So that they had 
only that portion remaining which lay upon the Dead Sea"; 
which David, in aftertimes, subdued. 

For I will not give thee of their land for a possession.'] 
No more than of Edom, (ver. 5.) 

Because I have given Ar.] It is likely the capital city 
gave name to the whole country about it. At least Ar 
(which was the chief city of Moab, Numb. xxi. 15. 2$.) 
is put here for all the land of Moab; as Mount Seir for all 
the land of Edom, (ver. 1.) 

Unto the children of Lot for a possession.] Though the 
Moabites were now a wicked people; yet for their pious 
ancestor's sake, from whom they were descended, .God 
would not have them dispossessed. 

Ver. 10. And the Emims dwelt there in time past, &c] 
A terrible people, as the very name imports, both for their 
number, and for their strength, being of a large size, like 
Anakims. (Sec Gen. xiv. 5.) 

Ver. 11 . Which also tuere accounted giants, as the Anak- 
ims, &c] Which seems to have been their name ; or else 
Itcphaim: but to distinguish them from others of that 
name in Canaan, the Moabites called them Emims. 

Ver. 12. The Horims also dwelt in Seir before time.] They 
were the ancient inhabitants of Mount Seir; as the Emims 
were of the country of Moab, (Gen. xiv. G. xxxvi. 20.) 

But the children of Esau succeeded tliem.] Planted them- 
selves in that mountain. 

When they had destroyed them from before them, and 
dwelt in their land.] When the children of Esau expelled 
the Jlorites, or the children of Lot the Emims, is no where 
recorded ; nor who were their leaders in these expeditions. 
But they seem to be here remembered, as an encourage- 
ment to the Israelites to hope that they might drive out 
the inhabitants of Canaan (who were not stronger than 
these), as they had already driven the Amorites out of 
the country of Sihon, as it here follows. 

As Israel did unto the land of his possession, zvftich the 



Lord gave unto them.] Some have argued from hence, that' 
this book was not written by Moses, but by somebody else, 
after they had got possession of the land of Canaan. But 
it is manifest, this may relate -to what they had done already 
in dispossessing Sihon king of the Amorites, and Og king 
of Bashan, of their country: which, it is expressly said, 
Moses had given for a possession to the tribe of Reuben 
and Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh; and that by 
God's direction, Numb, xxxii. 33. xxxiv. 14, 15. and in 
this book, xxix. 8. This hath been observed by many; 
particularly by Huetius, in his Demonstratio Evangelica, 
propos. iv. cap. 14. n. 15. 

Ver. 13. Now rise up, said I, and get you over the brook 
Zered, &c] Which elsewhere we translate the valley of 
Zered. (See Numb. xxi. 12.) 

Ver. 14. And the space in ichich we came from Kadesh* 
bamea, until we came over the brook Zered, was thirty- 
eight years.] For it is evident, by the story in Numbers, 
that they came to Kadesh-barnea about the fourth month 
of* the second year after they came out of Egypt. (See 
upon Numb.xii. 1G.) And if we suppose that they re- 
moved from hence in the seventh or eighth month of that 
year, it is certain that they could not come to this brook 
till the seventh or eighth month of the fortieth year. . F6r 
Aaron died at Mount Hor on the first day of the fifth month 
of this year; and we must allow two or three months time, 
for all that followed between that and this, viz. the con- 
quest of king Arad, and of Sihon, and Og, &c. 

Until all the generation of the men ofxvar.] So they weTe 
called, who were above twenty years old, (Numb. i. 3.) 

Were wasted out from among the peopled] Utterly con- 
sumed, so that not one of them was left, (Numb. xxvi. 
G4, G5.) 

As the Lordsware unto them.] See Numb. xiv. 28, 29. 

Ver. 15. For indeed the hand of the Lord was against 
them, to destroy them from among the host.] Some of them, 
it is likely, died a natural death ; but many of them might, 
in the course of nature, have lived longer, if God had not 
several w r ays cut them off before their time. 

Until they were consumed.] By one plague or other, 
which God sent among them : so that a great deal of their 
time, in the, thirty-eight years beforcmentioned, was spent, 
it is likely, in burying and mourning for their dead. 

Ver. 1G, 17. So it came to pass, when all the men of war 
were consumed and dead from among the people, that the 
Lord spake unto me, saying.] This was spoken, it is proba- 
ble, just as they passed over the brook Zered, or in their 
next station, at Dibon-Gad, (Numb. Xxxiii. 45.) 

Ver. 18. Thou art to pass through Ar, the coast of Moab, 
this day.] Or rather, to pass by the border of Moab : for they 
were not permitted to come into their country, ver. 9. (See 
upon ver. 4.) 

Ver. 19. And wlten thou comest nigh over against the chil- 
dren of Amnion.] As they did after the conquest, of Sihon 
king of the Amorites; whose country bordered upon the 
Ammonites, (Numb. xxi. 13. 24.) 

Distress them 7iot, neither meddle with them.]' The same 
command with that about the Edomites and Moabites, 
(ver. 5. 9.) 

I*or I will not give thee of the land of the children ofAm- 
mon any possession.] As he had said before of the land of 
Moab, (ver. 9.) 
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* Because I have given it unto the children of Lot for a 
possession.] To the descendants of his youngest son ; as 
he had done the country of Moab to tho children of the 
eldest. 

* Ver. 20. And that also was accounted a land of giants, 
&c] Was called the country of giants, or Rephaim: for 
people so called inhabited it. 

And the Ammonites called them Zamzummims.] Changed 
their names, it is probable, from Zuzims, (see Gen. xiv. 5.) 
as they were called before, into Zamzummims. But why 
they were called either by the one name or the other, it is 
but conjectured. Some conceive they were called Zuzims 
from their swiftness, or nimble running, which, in warriors, 
was a quality always highly valued; and Zamzummims 
from their abominable wickedness, or their craft and cun- 
ning in doing mischief. 

. Ver. 21. A people great, and many, and tall as the Anak- 
ims.] The same description which he gave of the Emims, 
ver. 10. 

* But the Lord destroyed them before them.'] i. e. Before 
the Ammonites; who expelled them out of their country, 
and it is like cut off the most of them. 

And they succeeded them, and dwelt in their la?id.] This 
is so often repeated, to possess the minds of the Israelites 
with a sense of God's providence, which rules every where ; 
displacing one people, and settling another in their stead ; 
and fixing their bounds also, which they shall not pass 
without his leave. 

t Ver. 22. As he did to the children of Esau, which dwelt 
in Seir, when he destroyed the Ilorites from before them, 
&c] He repeats this (which he had said before, ver. 12.) 
because it was a fresher instance of God's disposal of 
countries unto what people he pleases; and nearly touched 
the Israelites, because they were their brethren. 

* Ver. 23. And the Avims which dwelt in Hazerim, even 
wito Azzah.] Unto which he adds an instance, which 
seems to be elder than any of the former, concerning a 
people called Avims; who inhabited some part of the 
land of Canaan, whither they were going. For though we 
do not read of Hazerim in any other place, yet Azzah, L e. 
Gaza, ^yas in the country of the Philistines; who oxpelled 
these Avims. And David Chytrasus thinks that Hazerim 
was a town afterward in the tribe of Judah, called Haza- 
gaddah, Josh. xv. 27. 

t m The Caphtorim which came out of Caphtor.] That is, 
some people of Cappadocia; who were near of kin to the 
Philistines. (See Gen. x. 14.) 

Destroyed them, and dwelt in their stead.] Concerning 
which, see in the place abovenamed. Unto which I shall 
only add, that the Avims being expelled out of Canaan by 
the .Caphtqrims, went, it is very probable, over Euphrates 
and settled there; till the king of Assyria brought some of 
them back again, to plant the country of Samaria; 2 Kings 
xvii. 31. where we translate this .word Avites. (See 
Bochart, in his Phaleg. lib. iv. cap. 36.) 

Ver. 24. Rise ye up, take your journey, and pass over the 
river Arnon.] See Numb. xxi. 13, 14. 
f . Behold, I have given unto tlpj hand Sihon king of Ilesh- 
houy and his land, &c] You yourselves shall do to him, 
what your brethren the children of Esau did to tho Hojrites, 
and the Moabitcs to tho Eraims, and the children of Am- 
nion to the Zamzummims, and tho Capbtorims to the 



Avims. By which their faith might still be more con- 
firmed, that the people of Canaan, though never so mighty, 
should not be able to stand before them. 

Ver. 25. This day tvill I begin to put the dread of thee, 
and the fear of thee, upon the nations that are under the 
whole heaven.] Especially upon the Canaanitcs, who were 
struck, no doubt, with terror by this conquest, as they had 
been by all that befel the Egyptians, (Josh. ii. 10, 11.) 

Who shall hear the report of thee.] This explains what 
he means by the hyperbolical expression beforcgoing, 
the nations under the whole heaven; that is, as many as shall 
hear of these things. 

And shall tremble, and be in anguish because of thee.] As 
women in travail arc. 

Ver. 26. And I sent messengers out of the wilderness of 
Kedemoth.] There is a city of this name mentioned by 
Joshua, xiii.. 18. from whence this wilderness had its deno- 
mination. Some take it to be the same with that called 
Jeshimon, Numb. xxi. 20. 

Unto Sihon, king of Heshbon, with words of peace.] A 
friendly message, desiring there might be no quarrel be-, 
tween him and the Israelites, who desired nothing but the 
common offices of humanity. 

Ver. 27. Let me pass through thy land.] Which was the 
direct way to the fords of Jordan. 

I will go along by the highway.] Not turning into the 
fields or vineyards, as it is expressed Numb. xxi. 22. In 
the Hebrew the word is doubled, bederech, bederech, by the 
way, by the way : which seems to be a vehement affirma- 
tion, to assure them they would not stir out of the highway. 

I will neither turn nnto the right hand, nor to the left.] 
Not slep aside, out of the common road (called the king's 
highway), which was free for all people. 

Ver. 28. TIiou shalt sell me meat for money, that I may 
eat, &c] They offered to pay for whatsoever they wanted ; 
which is included in meat and drink. 

Only I will pass through on my feet.] Barely havo a 
passago through his country. 

Ver. 29. As the children of Esau which dwelt in Seir, and 
the Moabites which dwelt in Ar, did unto vie.] He doth not 
mean that they granted Israel a passage through their 
country ; but that they did not <teny to sell them meat and 
drink for their money, as they passed by their coasts. 

Until I pass over Jordan, unto the land which tlte Lord 
our God giveth us.] This was said to move Sihon to con- 
sent to their desire, by letting him understand they intended 
nothing against his country; being secure of a settlement 
in tho land of Canaan, nnto which they prayed him to let 
them pass quietly. 

Ver. 30. But Sihon, king of Heshbon, would not let its 
pass by him.] Refused to agree to this reasonable demand. 

For the Lord thy God hardened his spirit, and made his 
heart obstinate, &c] Gave him over to his own inflexible 
humour, which was set upon violent courses ; from which 
God did not divert him (becauso he intended to destroy 
bim), but rather ordered things so, that his mind should bo 
enraged and disturbed, and so unable to consider tilings 
prudently, and discern what belonged to his peace; which 
is the utmost that pan be meant by hardening his spirit, and 
making his heart obstinate. .Which, as it is a sin, cannot 
be ascribed unto God ; but, as it is a punishment, might 
justly be inflicted by him upon Sihon for his former sins. 
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Ver. 31. And the Lord said unto me, Behold, I have be- 
gun to give Sihon and his land.] This was said when Moses 
saw hiin coming out to battle against them (as it here fol- 
lows in the next verse); at which time he is said to begin to 
give them his country, because he had absolutely resolved 
it; and, it is probable, so confounded his forces, that they 
were as good as already conquered. 

Before thee.'] Into their power; that they might go into 
it at their pleasure. 

Begin toposmss, that thou may est inherit his land.] In the 
same sense he bids Moses begin to possess; i. e. prepare to 
take possession of it. (See iii. 2.) 

J Ver. 32. Then Sihon came but against us, he and all his 
people, to fight at Jahaz.] See Numb. xxi. 23. 

Ver. 33. And the Lord our God delivered him before its; 
and we smote him, and his sons, and all his people.] They 
won the field, and killed him, his sons, and all that came 
out to fight with them. And R. Solomon saith his sons 
were like himself, very great men. 

Ver. 34. And we took all his cities at that time.] After 
this victory they took his whole country, as is related 
Numb. xii. 24, 25. and the cities belonging to it are men- 
tioned xxxii. 34, 35, &c. 

A nd utterly destroyed the men, and the women, and the 
little ones, of every city; we left none to remain.] They being 
part of those wicked people the Amorites; whom God had 
condemned to titter destruction: for the Amorites came out 
of Canaan, and took this country from "the Moabites and 
the children of Ammon. 

Ver. 35. Only the cattle we took for aprey unto ourselves, 
&c] They had the Divine warrant for this, no doubt; as 
they had for the extirpation of the people. 

Ver. 36. From Aroer, which is by the brink of the river 
Arnon.] This river divided Moab from the* kingdom of 
Sihon, (Numb. xxi. 13. 24.) upon which the city of Aroer 
stood ; which was now in the possession of Sihon, thougli 
belonging formerly to the Moabites. 

And from this city that is by the river.] This some take to 
be the city Ar, (Numb. xxi. 15.) But I think these words 
should rather be translated, even the city in the river; 
meaning Aroer still, as a remarkable place, being encom- 
passed with the river, (Josh. xii. 2.) For Ar, I think, was 
never in the possession of the Amorites, being the capital 
city- of Moab.* 

Even unto Gilead.] Fot half of Gilead belonged to the 
country of Sihon, (Josh. xii. 2.) and was given to the tribe 
of Gad, (Josh. xv. 2.) And the other half belonged to the 
kingdom of Og, (as wo read in the sameplacfc, Josh. xii. 5.) 
and was given to the half tribe of Manasseh, (Josh. xiii. 31.) 

Ver. 37. Only unto the land of the children of Amnion 
(hou earnest not.] That is, into no part of their country, 
which was then in their possession : but all that the Amor- 
ites had taken from them was given to the Gadites, (Josh. 
xiii. 25.) 

Nor unto any place in the river Jabbok*] To no place be- 
yond that river, which was the border of the children of 
Ammon, (Numb. xxi. 24. Josh. xii. 2.) 

Nor into the cities of the mountains.'] Much less into the 
mountainous parts of the country of the Ammonites. 

Nor unto wliatsoever the Lord our God forbade us.] The 
words in the Hebrew are, And all whatsoever the Lord our 
God commanded us, if. e. not to meddle withal. 

vol. i. i^- ... 
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Ver. 1. JL HEN we turned, and went up by the way ofBa- 
shan; and Og the king ofBashan came out against us, &c.] 
See Numb. xxi. 33. where there are the very same words. 

Ver. 2. And the Lord said unto me, Fear him not: for I 
will deliver, &c] The same words in Numb. xxi. 34. Only 
there he saith, I have delivered him into thy hand; that is, 
resolved to do it. Which may interpret what is said in the 
foregoing chapter of this book, ver. 31. concerning Sihon. 

Ver.' 3. So the Lord our God delivered into. our hands 
Og also, the king ofBashan, &c] Sec Numb. xxi. 35. ; 

Ver. 4. And we took all his cities at that time, all the 
cities, &c. threescore cities.] See upon Numb, xxxii. 41. 

All the region of Argob.] A small province lying be- 
tween Jordan and the mountains of Gilead, a little above 
the sea of Tiberjas: which region was afterward called 
Trachonitis, from the asperity of the mountains. 

The kingdom of Og in Bashan.] Belonging to his king- 
dom in Bashan, (ver. 13. and 1 Kings iv. 13.) 

Ver. 5. All these cities were fenced with high walls, gates, 
and bars, Sec] So they are described 1 Kings iv. 13. 

Ver. 6. And we utterly destroyed them, &c] For they* 
were Amorites, and therefore under the curse of. God; 
being part of the seven nations of Canaan, devotive to de- 
struction. (See ii. 34.) 

Ver. 7. But all the 'cattle, and the spoil of the cities, we 
took for a prey to ourselves.] As they had done before, 
when they destroyed Sihon and his people, (ii. 35.) 

Ver. 8. And we took at that time, out of tlie hand of the 
two kings of the Amorites, the land which was on this side 
Jordan^] Which was given to. the two tribes of Reuben 
and Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh, (ver. 12, 13.)* If 
men were not blinded with prejudice, they could not but 
see from hence, that the word beeber, in the first verse of 
this book, is rightly translated on this side: for beyond- 
Jordan (as they would have it signify) in the land of Ca- 
naan, these two kings had no possessions; nor did Moses 
make any conquest there. 

From the river of Arnon unto Hermon.] This river was 
the bounds of their country on the south; and Hermon, 
W T hich was one of the mountains of Gilead (where it joins 
to Libanus), was their bound on the north. 

VeT. 9. Which Hermon the Sidonians call Sirion.'] And 
so it is called in Psal. xxix. 6. and joined with Lebanon: 
for it was as much a part of Libanus as of Gilead, these 
two mountains there meeting together. Whence Jeremiah 
calls Gilead the head of Lebanon, (xxii. 6.) because Liba- 
nus begins where Gilead ends. 

And the Amorites call it Shenir.] And so it is called 
Ezek. xxvii. 5. and had this name, as Bochart conjectures, 
from the multitude of wild cats which were in this moun- 
tain: for the Arabians called that creature sinaur or siriar* 
(See Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. iii. cap. 14.) ' • 

Ver. 10. All the cities of the plain.] All the flat country 
which the LXX; thought was called Misor; for they retain 
here that Hebrew word. 

And all Gilead.] i. e. All that part of it which belonged 
to him; which was but half, as I observed before, ii. 36. 

And all Bashan.] That paTt of his country which was 
properly and peculiarly called Bashan; which being tho 
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most rich and fertile (as the word signifies), gave denomi- 
nation to his whole kingdom. 

Unto Shalcliah and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og 
m Bashan.] The former of these is mentioned Josh. xiii.. 
11. (just as it is here) as the bounds of Bashan towards 
Mount Hermon, or Lebanon: so Chytroeus, "A town in 
Bashan in the mountains of Libanus near to Machati." 
And Edrei was the place where they fought with Og, and 
overthrew him, (Numb. xxi. 23.) 

Ver. 11. For only Og king of Bashan remained of the 
remnant of the giants."] .Or of the Rephaim, a very ancient 
people in that'eountry, (Gen. xiv. 5.) who were either de- 
scended from the Amorites, or mingled with them: and Og 
was the very last of them; so that he and his people being 
destroyed, none of them remained. . ' • 

Behold, his bedstead is a bedstead of iron.] Which was no 
unusual thing in ancient days, though far later than this. 
ForThucydides saith, that when the Thebans took Platea?, 
they made beds of the brass and iron they found there; 
which they dedicated to Juno. And beds of silver and 
gold are mentioned by divers authors, as Huetius observes 
in his Demonstr. Evangel, propos. iv. cap. 14. n. 7. 

Is it not in Rabbath of the children of Ammon?] This is 
thought by some to be a considerable objection against 
Moses being the author of this book: for how should this 
bedstead, say they, come to the children of Ammon in his 
days? No doubt they imagine it would have remained in 
Bashan whilst Og lived : though, in length of time, it might 
bexarried into the country of the Ammonites: as, if Og, 
fearing the worst, might not send his bed and his best fur- 
niture unto the Ammonites, knowing they woul^ bo safe 
among them, because the Israelites were forbid to make 
war upon them. Or Moses, having conquered the country, 
and kept all the spoil, (ver. 7.) might not sell this, among 
other goods, to the children of Ammon, who preserved it 
in their capital city.-. Nobody can see an unreasonable- 
ness in either of these suppositions of the same Huetius. 
Nor do I see how the conjecture of another learned person 
(Andraeas Masius, upon the twelfth of Joshua) can be con- 
futed ; which is, that tho Ammonites drove out that mon- 
strous sort of people, mentioned ii. 21. Og might possibly 
escape (and so-is said here to be left of the remnant of the 
giants), who, flying hither to the Amorites, was made their 
king, because of his goodly presence and great valour. 
But the Ammonites kept his bedstead, and shewed it as a 
monument of that illustrious victory which they got over 
the Rephaim, or as they called them the Zamzummims, in 
that country. 

Nine cubits was the length thereof and four cubits was the 
breadth tliereof] This is mentioned, to shew of what a vast 
stature Og was : for bedsteads being, according to the com- 
mon custom, made a third part longer than the persons that 
lie in them, he was six cubits high, as Maimonides com- 
putes, that is, as high again as any other man, (More Nc- 
vochim, par. ii. cap. 47.) which is very sober discourse, 
in comparison with what other Jews say of him. (See 
Schickard, in his Bcchinah Ilappcruschim, p. 120.) 

After the cubit of avian.'] According to the cubit of or- 
dinary men, saith the same Maimonides (which is a little 
mpre.than half a yard), not of-Og beforementioncd. But 
what need was there, say former objectors, to mention 
this? since the Israelites saw Og lie dead before them on 



tho ground, and needed not to be told by Moses how tall he 
was? and therefore they conclude this was written by some- 
body else, in aftertimes. As if Moses did not write for 
the benefit of those that como after, as well as for the 
present generation. Who, that they might be satisfied 
what a vast man Og was, he left it upon record how large 
his bedstead was, and where it might be seen ; whereby 
they may judge of his stature. Besides, there were in the 
present generation great numbers of children, old men, wo- 
men, and servants, who could not go to see Og lie at length 
upon the field : but by this means were instructed from 
what a terrible enemy God had delivered them. 

They that question the truth of this relation, may read, 
if they be able, what the learned Huetius hath at large dis- 
coursed concerning men of a portentous bigness in all 
countries, (in his Quaestiones Alnetanse, lib. ii. cap. 12. 
n. 3.) of which no man can doubt, who is not resolved to 
disbelieve all the world. In his Demonstratio Evangclica 
also he observes, that Homer makes Tityon, when he was 
dead, to have lain stretched out upon (not nine cubits, but) 
nine acres of ground : 
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Which hyperbole may excuse the Jewish rabbins, when they 
say that Og was nine cubits long when he toy in his cradle. 
(See propos. iv. cap. 8. n. 4.) 

Ver. 12. And this land, which we possessed at that time, 
from Aroer, ivhich is by the river Arnon.] See ii. 3G. 

And half Mount Gilead, and the cities thereof, gavelunto 
the Reubenites, and to the Gadites.] See Numb, xxxii.34, 
35, &c. but especially Josh. xiii. 15, &c. where he dis- 
tinctly relates what portion of this country was given to the 
Reubenites ; and ver. 23, 24, &c. what was given to the 
Gadites. And it appears, that none of Gilead belonged to 
the Reubenites; but the Gadites had one half of it," as the 
Manaasitcs had the other. 

Ver. 13. And the rest r of Gilead.] Which was not given 
to the Gadites. 

And a 11 Bashan, being the kingdom of Og.] That is, all 
that was taken from Og, of which he was king. 
. Gave IuntQ the half tribe of Manasseh ; all the region of 
Argob, with all Bashan.] It is repeated again, lest any one 
should think that Argob, w r hich was a distinctprovince in that 
kingdom, was not given to them by this grant. (Sec ver. 4.) 

Which toas called the land of giants.] Where the Re- 
phaims formerly inhabited ; of whom Og was the last. (See 
Gen. xiv. 5. compared with xv. 20. Josh. xiii. 12.) 
^Vcr. 14. Jair, the son of Manasseh, took all the country 
of Argob.] This is oue reason why he gave this country to 
them. (See Numb, xxxii. 41.) 

Unto the coasts of Geshuri and Maachathi.] Wc had no 
mention of these places before ; which were in the northern 
pait of this country, as appears from Josh. xii. 4, 5. xiii. 11. 
But the people of these places they could not expel, (Josh, 
xiii. 13.) 
* And called them after his own name.] Numb, xxxii. 4. 

Unto this day.] From hence, likewise, cavils are raised 
against Moses being the author of this book: when the 
most that can be concluded from hence is, that, upon the 
revising of these books by Ezra, he put in these words to 
certify the reader, that still they retained this name; as 
somebody, no doubt, added the history of Moses's death 
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nt the end of this book. This the greatest defenders of the 
authority of these books, as written by Moses himself, 
make no scruple to allow; particularly Huetius, and since 
him Hermannus Wilzius, in his Miscellanea Sacra, lib. i. 
cap. 14. sect 47. But there is no necessity to yield so 
much ; for Moses might say this himself, though it was not 
long before he wrote this book. For so the holy writers 
do sometimes mention places, which had- their name but 
newly given them, from a particular fact, that posterity 
might know 7 tb& original of it. (See Acts i. 19.) 

Ver. 15. And I gave Gilead.] All that was not possessed 
by the Gadites. 

- Unto Machir.] To the posterity of Machir, (Numb. 
xxxii. 40.) 

Ver. 16. Andimto the Reubenites, and unto the Gadites.] 
Here is a more exact description of that part of the country, 
which was given to the other two tribes. 
. I gave from Gilead.] Half of which, as I observed, was 
given to the Gadites, (ver. 12.) 

Even unto the river Arnon.] Which was the bounds of 
the "country to wards Moab. (See ii. 36.) 

Half the valley.] The same word in the Hebrew language, 
signifies both a valley, and a brook or river: and being 
translated in the foregoing words, the river, it should be so 
here likewise, half the river ; that is, to the middle of the 
river Arnon; by which the bounds of their country are most 
exactly set. And thus not only the LXX.and the Vulgar, 
butOnkelos also translates it, the middle of the torrent ; yea, 
we ourselves also in the twelfth of Josh. ii. where there are 
the same words, which in the Hebrew run thus, unto the 
river Arnon, the midst of the river : where the city of Aroer 
stood, encompassed by the river, as I observed in the fore* 
going chapter, ver. 36. 

And the border.] Something is understood, viz. went (as 
the phrase is Josh. xv. 6, 7, &e.) or reached, or some such 
word. Or the meaning must be, the country bordering upon 
that river. 

Even unto the river Jabbok, which is the border of the 
children of Ammon.] This river was the other boundary of 
the country. 

Ver. 17. The plain also, and Jordan.] The flat country 
towards the river Jordan : which was the western bounds of 
this country of Sihon; as the river Arnon was the southern, 
and the river Jabbok the northern; the country of the 
children of Ammon being on the east. 

And the coast thereof , from Cinnereth.] The word thereof 
is not in the Hebrew : therefore these words may be better 
rendered the coast from Cinnereth. Called the Sea of Cin- 
nereth, Josh. xii. 3. xiii. 27. it lying upon a country and a 
city called by that name, (Josh. xi. 2. xix. 35.) which gave 
the name to this sea, called in the New Testament, the Sea 
of Galilee, and the Sea of Genesareth, and at last the Sea 
of Tiberias; in honour of the emperor Tiberius. (See upon 
Numb, xxxiy. 11.) 

Even unto the sea of the plain, even the Salt Sea^ The 
Dead Sea, as it is called in other places ; which, before the 
burning of Sodom and Gomorrah, had been a most plea- 
sant plain. * . 

Under Ashdoth-Pisgah.] The name ofacity in this coun- 
try, (Josh. xiii. 20.) 

Eastward.] Which lay east of the Salt Sea and Jordan; 
which was the western bounds, as I said, of this country. 
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• Ver. 18. And I commanded you at that time.] -That is, 
he gave this charge to the two tribes of Reuben and Gad, 
and to the half tribe of Manasseh beforomentioned. 

The Lord your God hath given you this land to possess 
it, &c] According to their own desire: but on condition 
they should help their brethren to conquer the land of 
Canaan. (Sec Numb, xxxii. 20—22.) , . - - w . 

Ver. 19. But your wives, and your little ones, and your 
cattle (for I know you have much cattle)^ shall abide in your 
cities which I have given you.] See Numb, xxxii. 16. 24. 2d. 

Ver. 20. Until the Lord have given rest unto your bre- 
thren, as well as unto you, &c.] Brought them to a settle- 
ment in the land of Canaan, and given them a peaceable 
possession of it After which, we read that Joshua dis^ 
missed these tribes, and sent them to their wives and 
children, Josh. xxii. 4. 

Ver. 21. And I commanded Joshua at that time.] About 
that time, when by God's order he appointed Joshua to be 
his successor, and took him to be his associate in the go- 
vernment, (Numb, xxvii. 18, &c.) 

Thine eyes have seen all that the Lord your* God hath 
done unto these two kings : so shall the Lord do unto all the 
kingdoms whither thou passest.] This seems to be the pre- 
face to the charge, which by God's command he gave to 
Joshua at that time, (Numb, xxvii. 19. 23.) 

Ver. 22. Ye shall not fear them; for the Lord your God 
fighteth for you.] This is part of the charge itself; which 
he had heard him give all the people eight-and-thirty years 
ago, (i. 21. 29, 30.) 

Ver. 23. And J besought the Lord at that time, saying.] 
Being told by God at the same time (Numb, xxvii. 12, 13.) 
that he should shortly die, and only see the land of Ca- 
naan, but not enter into it, Moses made his humble sup- 
plication to God that he would not execute the sentence 
which he had denounced against him. For the word 6e- 
sought signifies supplication to one that is offended. 

Ver. 24. O Lord God, thou hast begun to shew thy ser- 
vant thy greatness, and thymigMy hand.] In subduing the 
two kings of the Amorites. 

For what god is there in heaven, or in earth, that can do 
according to thy works, and according to thy might?] He 
speaks according to the language of those tim6s, when men 
worshipped many gods, of several sorts: none of which*, 
he acknowledges, were able to bring to pass such things as 
the Lord had done. 

Ver. 25. I pray thee let me go over, and see the good 
land that is beyond Jordan.] To see is here to enjoy it, as 
the rest of the Israelites were to do: for God bade him go 
up into a mountain and behold it; but threatened he 
should not enter into it. Which threatening he might well 
think was reversible, as others had been against the people 
of Israel upon his prayer for them, though they had more 
highly offended the-Divine Majesty than he had done. For 
though he doubted at the first, especially when he saw no^ 
water come out of the rock at the first stroke ; yet he pre- 
sently recovered himself, and smote it the second time, 
believing God would relieve them. •■ * 

• Tliat goodly mountain.] Most think that he desired to 
go so far into it, as to see the place where God intended 
to settle his Divine presence: which proved to be Mount 
Moriah. . But nothing was known of this, a long time 
after; unless we suppose it was revealed unto him, that- 
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where Abraham offered Isaac, there the Lord would dwell. 
It sceins to mo, that he means that goodly country full of 
noble mountains: for thus the word mountain is often 
used, particularly Numb. xiii. 29. where the spies say the 
" Amorites dwell in the mountain," t. e. in that mountainous 
part of Canaan. 

And Lebanon^] He desired to go through the whole 
country, as far as Lebanon ; which was the most northerly 
part of it (famous for goodly cedars), as the mountain 
beforo spoken of was in the south of Canaan. 

Ver. 26. But the Lord was wroth with me for your 
sake$.~] See i. 37. 

And would not hear me.] Refused to grant my petition. 
. And the Lord said unto me, Let it suffice thee; speak no 
more unto me of this matter.'] This suggests that Moses 
renewed his petition, after the lirst denial; and more 
earnestly begged this favour of God : which he could not 
obtain; but was enjoined silence. This argues great dis- 
pleasure; and is mentioned by him as an admonition to 
the Israelites, to be fearful to offend the. Divine Majesty. 

Ver. 27. Get thee zip tojhe top of Pisgah.] See what I 
have noted upon Numb, xxvii. 12. 

. And lift vp thine eyes westward, and northward, &c] 
Take a full view of the country in all the quarters of it; 
which might be seen from the. top of this mountain, which 
was called Nebo- (See xxxiv, 1—3.). ,< 

Ver. 28. But charge Joshua, and encourage and strengthen 
him, &c] Bid him not doubt that I will bring my people 
thither under his conduct, though I deny thep entrance 
into* it. < '. " . 

Ver. 29. So we abode in the valley over against Beth- 
Peor.] It is likely that there was a temple built to Beial- 
Peor, which fronted this valley; for so Beth signifies, a 
house OT temple of Peor. Which gave the name to a city 
wherein it stood ; which was part of the inheritance of the 
Reubenites, (Josh. xiii. 20.) In this valley Moses was 
buried, xxxiv. 6. where he made this most excellent ex- 
hortation to all the people. 



CHAP. IV. 

Ver. 1. -Li OW therefore hearken, O Israel.] Having com- 
memorated several benefits which God had bestowed upon 
them, since their coming out of Egypt, and the giving of 
the law at Mount Sinai, with several severe punishments 
which he had inflicted on them for their disobedience to it,. 
Moses proceeds now to exhort them earnestly, to the ob- 
servance of it. 

Unto the statutes.] These seem to be such laws as con- 
cerned the worship of God. 

And the judgments.] And then these were such as con- 
cerned their dealings one with another. Which two words 
comprehend all that is signified by testimonies and pre- 
cepts also, in other places. 

Witch I teach you, for to do them.] Which he was about 
to set before them ; and press upon their practice. 

That ye may live, and go in, andpossess the land which 
the Lord God of your fathers giveth you.] Not perish as 
their forefathers had done in their rebellion; but be happy, 
and enjoy what God had promised, and was ready.now to 
bestow upon them. 



Ver. 2. Ye shall not add unto the word which J command 
you, neither shall ye diminish from it.] This is thought by 
some to signify, that they should not make the least alter- 
ation in the laws he had given them, about the rites of Di- 
vine worship, and abstinence from several meats, and 
such-like things ; which were distinctive marks, whereby 
they were separated from other nations to be a peculiar 
people tp him. Thus Chaskuni interprets these words, 
Thou shalt not add fear, upon the fear of the blessed God. 
That is, any other worship to the Divine worship prescribed 
by these laws, nor diminish that worship : which interpreta- 
tion seems to be warranted, by what follows, Thy eyes 
have seen what the Lord thy God did, because of Baal* 
Peor. But in the words beforegoing (which introduce 
t\\ese)Judgments being mentioned as well as statutes, there 
must be a larger sense of this injunction, which relates, to 
all the laws of God : and the meaning seems to be, Ye shall 
not transgress any of these precepts, either by doing any 
thing contrary to them, which was to add; or omitting any 
thing which they required, which was to diminish. Thus 
Grotius interprets it, upon 2, Cor. xi. 24. " Addere ad 
|egem est facere quod lex vetat, diminuere est omittere 
quod lex jubet." But which way soever we take it, nothing 
is more certain than that.this prohibition preserved these 
books from any alteration, since the, time they were writ- 
ten: for the whole body of the people acknowledging their 
Divine, authority, none of them dared to change any thing, 
either by addition or diminution. Of which there is a won- 
derful instance in the people that came out of Assyria (in. 
the room of the Israelites, who were transportedjhithcr), 
to inhabit the country of Samaria; who receiving this law, 
their posterity have kept it .all along to this day, as un- 
corrupted, as the Jews themselves have done; although 
they were their mortal enemies, and have been exposed to 
all the changes and revolutions that can befal a nation 
during the interval of two thousand and four hundred 
years. Thus the most learned Dr. Alix observes, in his 
Reflections upon the Four last Books of Moses, p. 144. 
And I do not see, why the perfection of the Scripture, withr 
out the oral law of the Jews, should not be thought to be 
established by these words, as another learned person (J. 
Wagenseil) understands them, in his Confut. Carmiuis Lip- 
manni, p. 585. Yet, as the forenamed Chaskuni notes, it 
does not seem reasonable to conclude from hence, that 
they were prohibited to add any constitutions as a hedge 
and fence to the law ; or as an explication of it, when the 
sense was doubtful. (See Mr. Thorndike, in his Rites of 
the Church in a Christian State, p. 180, &c.) 

That ye may keep tfie commandments of the Lord your 
God, which I command you.] Thisjustifies the explication I 
gave of the foregoing words, as respecting all God's laws; 
and xii. 32. makes it more plain. And, indeed, God being 
their lawgiver, it was the highest presumption to make any 
alteration in any of his laws. 

Ver. 3, Ypur eyes have seen what the Lord did, because of 
Baal-Peor, &c] Howhe cut off twenty-four thousand by a 
plague, and by the hand of justice, who had been guilty of 
idolatry by the enticements of the Midiamtish women, 
(Numb; xxv. 5. 9.) Which seems to.be a reason, why 
they should take a special care about the worship of God ; 
that nothing was done contrary to the laws ho had or- 
daiued concerning it- 
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For all the men that followed Baal-Peor, the Lord thy God 
hath destroyed them from among you.] The judges put to 
death all those that they knew to be guilty ; and the hand 
of God found out all the rest: so that there was not a man 
of them left, who was not swept away by the pestilence. 

Ver. 4. But ye that did cleave unto the Lord.] Did not 
depart from this worship, but bewailed the apostacy of 
some of their brethren, (Numb. xxv. 6.) 

Are alive every one of you this day.] A singular provi- 
dence watched over them, to preserve them in such good 
health, that not one in so many thousands was dead since 
that time. Not in the war with the Midianites, wherein 
they slew all the males, did they lose so much as one man, 
(Numb. xxxi. 7. 49.) 

Ver. 5. Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments.] 
See ver. 1. 

• Even as the Lord my God commanded me.] Sincerely and 
uprightly, without adding any thing of myself, or diminish- 
ing any thing that he said. 

That ye shall do so in the land whither ye go to possess it.] 
To be the rule of your life, when ye come into the land of 
Canaan. 

Ver. 6. Keep therefore, and do them; for this is your ivis- 
dom and understanding in the sight of all the nations. ]It is 
your interest to observe them, as you will soon find by ex- 
perience ; which will teach you, that it is not only the wisest 
course in itself, but will get you the reputation of being a 
wise people among all your neighbours. 

Which shall hear of all these statutes.] There being men- 
tion before (ver. 1.5.) of judgments as well as statutes, 
and here only of the latter, Abarbinel thence infers, That 
even those laws which depended wholly upon the will and 
pleasure of God, and for which they could give no reason 
(for such they understood by chukkim), would procure 
them very great honour, if they were carefully observed. 
For the nations seeing how wonderfully they prospered, 
would be apt to impute it to these extraordinary prescrip- 
tions which they followed. Just, saith he, as a physician, 
who cures desperate diseases, by some small trifling re- 
medies (as they seem to others), is highly applauded for 
the profoundness of his knowledge and wisdom. But 
Maimonides takes this word statutes to comprehend all 
the laws of God; and undertakes to shew, that all the six 
hundred and thirteen precepts have a wise end in them, 
for the profit and benefit of those that observe them; 
either to beget some wholesome opinion in their mind, or 
to pull out some perverse one ; either to institute some 
good order, or to take away iniquity, &c. (See More 
Nevochim, par. iii. cap. 31.) 

And say, Surely this nation is a wise and understanding 
people.] Who continued in safety, liberty, and prosperity, 
abounding with all manner of blessings, while they con- 
tinued all to go up to worship one God sincerely at one 
place, at certain set times, as if the whole nation was but 
one family.. All the rest of their laws, also, were admir- 
ably fitted to unite them unto God, and one to another; 
and consequently, to make them appear a wise people in 
the eyes of other nations; whose writers have not only 
highly magnified Moses, but their lawgivers have tran- 
scribed several of his laws into their own constitutions. 
This appears by the old Attic laws, and those of the 
twelve tables, as many learned men have observed ; nay, 



the oracle, reported by Porphyry, in Eusebius's Pne- 
paratio Evangelica, lib. ix. cap. 10. thus extols this na- 
tion: — * 

Movvol XaXBaioi aotptav X&xov r/S* ap 'EjSpatoi 
Avrb yiveOXov "Avafcra <T£j3a£oj*gvoi Qebv ayvQg. 

The Chaldeans and the Hebrews (who came from Chal- 
dea) are the only wise people, who worship God, the Eter- 
nal King, in a pure manner. And the oracle of Apollo 
Clarius, recorded by Macrobius/lib. i. Saturnal. cap. 18. 
is no less remarkable : 

<£pa£eo rwv travruyv virarov OtbvXfXfitv 'law. 

Acknowledge Jao (so they pronounced the name Jehovah) 
to be the highest God of all. For though Macrobius fan- 
cied the sun to be here called 'law, (nobody can tell why); 
yet Diodorus Siculns acknowledges 'law to be the God, 
from whom Moses pretended to have his laws, il e. 
Jehovah. 

Ver. 7. For what nation is there so great, who hath God 
so nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is in all things that 
we call upon him for?'} Both Orikelos, and the paraphrase 
of Jonathan, and likewise the Jerusalem Targum, are 
very significant upon this place : " What people is ther6 
who have a god that approaches to them, so as the Lord 
our God doth to us? At whatsoever hour we cry unto 
him, he answers us. It is the manner of other people, to 
carry their gods upon their shoulders, to shew that they 
are near to them ; when, alas ! they are afar off, and can- 
not hear them. But the Lord our God sits on his throne 
on high, and hears our prayers, whatsoever time Ave call 
upon him/' &c. To which may be added, that they had a 
symbol of God's presence continually among them, in the 
holy place, where he dwelt with them, and Moses, when- 
soever he pleased, consulted him in all difficult affairs; as 
their high-priest might do, with the urim and thummim, in 
all times to come. 

Ver. 8. And what nation is there so great, that hath sta- 
tutes and judgments so righteous, as all this law which I set 
before you this day?] The true greatness of a nation (it 
appears bjr (his and the foregoing verse) consists in the 
sincere worship of God, and in the upright administration 
of justice. Both which were so provided for by the Divine 
laws among the Jews, that no-nation could compare with 
them, or was really so great as they were : for^ though their 
country was but small, and they were often oppressed by 
several cruel enemies, who desired their extirpation, yet 
they recovered themselves, and kept their laws in their 
worst condition (when commonly they best observed theni) :* 
insomuch, that, as a very learned person of our own church 
long ago observed, after so many changes and alterations as 
there were in their state, from better to worse, and back 
again; after so many victories got by them over others, 
and so many captivities of their persons, and desolations 
of their country, as others had wrought, they continued still 
one and the same people, governed by the same laws, under 
several great and potent monarchies. The successive rise 
and fall of three, of which they were preserved to behold ; 
and, in their declining state, able to stand out a great while 
against the fourth, the mightiest that ever wets on earth, 
and that when this monarchy was in its full strength ; this 
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is a plain demonstration of the truth of these words of 
Moses, That no nation was so great as they. (Sec Dr. 
Jackson's first book upon the Creed, chap. 21.) 

Maimonides observes, that the word zaddikim, which wc 
translate righteous, signifies as much as equal and propor- 
tionate: such, saith ho, were all these laws of God; in 
which there was no excess, by the prescription of long pil- 
grimages, or severe fastings ; nor any defect which might 
open the window to any vice, or make them careless in the 
practice of virtue. (More Nevochim, par. ii. cap. 39.) 

Ver. 9. Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul dili- 
gently, lest thou forget the things which thou hast seen, &c] 
Their only danger was, lest they should grow careless and 
unmindful" of all the wonderful things that God had done 
for them : which he, therefore, exhorts them to think of fre- 
quently, and to keep in memory, and lay to heart; so that 
they might preserve the sense of them as long as they lived> 
and likewise teach all posterity to be mindful of them. 

Ver. 10. Especially the day that thou stoodest before the 
Lord thy God in Horeb.] But above all, that memorable 
'day, when the Lord delivered his law to them in Mount 
Sinai; at which the oldest of them were present, and had 
seen and heard what he said, and how it was delivered. 

When the Lord said unto me, Gather me the people to- 
gether.] Unto the foot of Mount Sinai ; where they stood 
at such a distance from it as God prescribed, (Exod. xix. 
10—13.) 

And I xoillmake them hear my words.] See Exod. xix. 9, 
&c. xx. 1, &c.) 

That they may learn to fear me all the days that they 
shall live upon the earth, &c] For those words which they 
heard were pronounced in so terrible a manner, as to make 
them dread to offend his majesty, and to instruct their 
children to stand in awe of him. 

Ver. 11. And ye came near, and stood under the moun- 
tain.] See Exod. xix. 17. 

And the mountain burnt ivithfire.] See Exod. xix. 1G.18. 

Into the midst of heaven.] Into the middle of the air, 
which is frequently called heaven in Scripture ; as the fowls 
of heaven, are the fowls of the air: but whether the fire 
flamed up precisely into the very midst of the lower region 
of the air, or only a great height, is not material ; either 
way the expression is proper enough. 

Ver. 12. And the Lord spake unto you out of the midst of 
tiie fire.] See Exod. xix. 20. xx. 1. 22. 

Ye heard the voice of the words.*] See Exod. xx. 19. 

But saio no similitude.] Though sometimes the Divine 
Majesty seems to have appeared in a visible shape, (Dan. 
vii.9,1/).) yet, when he came to give them his law, he would 
not appear in the figure of a man, or any other thing, that 
might seem to represent him to their outward senses, or 
their imagination : for it had been dangerous then to mani- 
fest himself under any resemblance, when he forbade thcrn 
to make any resemblance of him. They would have thought 
he forbade them to make any other resemblance, but that 
wherein he shewed himself to them; in which they would 
have concluded it was lawful to represent him. 

Only ye heard a voice.] From hence some of the Jews 
would.gather, that the people only heard the sound of God's 
words, when he spake the ten commandments; but not the 
distinction of the sound, so as to understand the sense of 
>yhat he said. Thus Maimonides, in his More Nevochim, 



(par. ii. cap. 32.) Which is manifestly false, as appears 
from ver. 10. 13. and Exod. xx. 22. For therefore the 
day wherein he spake to them in Horeb was so remark- 
able, as never to be forgotten; because he made them hear 
his words, so that they might learn to fear him, &c. For, 
though he did not appear in the likeness of any thing to 
them, yet he vouchsafed to speak to them plainly in their 
own language, that they might be instructed in their duty; 
both which was to keep them from idolatry. He did not 
let them see any shape, that they might not make any image 
of him, to worship it, or him by it, after the manner of the 
heathens; but he let them hear his voice, that they might 
not go and worship any other's gods, which the heathens 
pretended spake to them. 

Ver. 13. And he declared unto you his covenant, which 
he commanded you to perform, even ten commandments.] 
These were the principal laws which they covenanted with 
him to observe, though afterward he added others, after 
the tenor of which he made a covenant with them, (Exod. 
xxxiv. 27.) 

And he wrote them upon two tables of stone.] See Exod;." 
xxiv. 12. xxxiv. 28. 

. Ver. 14. And the Lord commanded me, at that time, to 
teach you statutes and judgments, that ye might do them in 
the land whither you go over to possess it.] This doth not 
signify, that they themselves did not hear the ten words 
from Mount Sinai, but were taught them by Moses (as Mai- 
monides fancies in the forenamed place), for it plainly re- 
lates to the rest of the laws, which God immediately after 
gave him, (Exod. xxi. xxii. xxiii.) It being their own de- 
sire; that God would speak to them no more by himself, 
but communicate the rest of his will by Moses, (Exod. xx. 
19.) And accordingly he told the people all the icords 
of the Lord, and all the judgments, which he delivered to 
him, (Exod. xxiv. 3.) 

All this will appear more plainly from the next chapter 
of this book, ver. 22, &c. 

It is a mere imagination of those Jews, who take the 
statutes and judgments here mentioned for their oral lata, 
as Abcn Ezra, II. Solomon, R. Bechai, and others do, upon 
this place ; who say, that when God gave Moses the writ- 
ten law he expounded it to him : which exposition he de- 
livered to Joshua, aud he to the seventy elders, &c. so that 
it came down to them in a successive tradition. 

Ver. 15. Take ye therefore good heed to yourselves, (for 
ye saw no manner of similitude on the day that the Lord 
spake unto you in Horeb out of the midst of the fire.)] lie 
gives them a special caution about this, because the na- 
tions of the world were so prone to make images of their 
gods; which he expressly forbids in the second command- 
ment. Upon this text the present Jews ground the third 
article of their faith, which is, that God is incorporeal. 

■Ver. 16. Lest ye corrupt yourselves.] By worshipping, 
any thing but God himself alone. Unto whom they being 
espoused, the giving Divine worship unto any thing else, 
was such a corruption as adultery is in a married woman. 

And make you a graven image, the similitude of any fi- 
gure.] See the second commandment, Exod. xx. 3, 4. 

The likeness of male or female.] The representation of. 
God in human shape is first forbidden, because it was most 
common among the heathens. Therefore I cannot think this 
relates to the Egyptian worship, who honoured oxen as sa- 
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cred to Osiris, and cows as sacred to Isis. Unto which 
Mr. Seldcn thinks the LXX. had respect, when they trans- 
lated these words, 'OfJLoiwfia apvevacov teal £rj\uKOu. (De Diis 
Syrisj Syntag. i. cap. 4.) 

Vcr. 17. Tlie likeness of any beast that is on the earth, 
&c] The word or is to be here' supplied, and in all that 
follows, in this manner: Or the likeness of any beast that is 
on the earth? or the likeness of any winged fowl that Jlieth 
in the air: where col-tzippor canaph, which we translate, 
any winged foivl^ signifies, all birds and insects that fly in 
the air ; for in the shape of such creatures also the heathen 
represented their gods, or some of their qualities: for not 
only oxen were sacred to Apis, and rams to Jupiter Ammon, 
but hawks and eagles, and even beetles, to other deities. 

Vcr. 18. Or the likeness of any thing that creepeth on the 
ground.'] Nothing was more common among the heathen 
than the worship of serpents. 

Or the likeness of any fish that is in the xvaters.] The 
famous Dagon, whom. the Philistines worshipped, was a 
fish with a human face, hands, arid feet. Certain it is, the 
Syrians worshipped a fish, as Cicero tells us, in his third 
book of the Nature of the Gods, Syri Piscem venerantur: 
which Mr. Selden thinks relates to the famous goddess 
Atargatis ; which is a word made out of the Hebrew, addir* 
dag, i. e. magnificent, or potent fish. (See De Diis Syris, 
Syntag. ii. cap. 2.) The Egyptians were famous in after- 
times for worshipping allsorts of animals ; and if one could 
find they were so in the days of Moses, it might be assigned 
as the most probable reason of his cautioning the Israelites 
against these things so particularly, they being lately come 
out of Egypt. , . 

Ver. 19. And lest tlvou lift up thine eyes upon heaven.] 
From hence, I believe, that common speech among the 
Arabians wasderived, Take heed how thou gazest on the 
splendour of the stars: which is, in the first century of 
Arabic proverbs, set forth by Erpenius, (Prov. xxviii.) 
who saith he knew not what to make of it: but I take it to 
be a caveat against idolatry, to which the ancient Arabians 
were addicted. 

And when thou seest the sun, and the moon, and the stars, 
even all the host of heaven.] The most ancient idolatry of 
all other seems to have been the worship of the sun, and 
the rest of the heavenly bodies, which began among the 
Chaldeans: for there is not any god, or goddess, among 
the ancient geritiles, but hath a respect to the sun, or the 
moon, as Gisbcrtus Cuperus hath very plainly demon- 
strated, jn his Harpocrates, p. 87, &c. 108, &c. And a 
very learned man of our own hath lately said a great deal 
on the same subject. (See Appendix to the Antiquity of 
Palmyra, cap. 4. by Mr. A. Seller; and Maimon. More 
Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 30.) 

Shouldest be driven to worship them, and serve them.] 
Drawn in, enticed, and deceived (as Onkelos, and the 
LXX. translate it), either by the instigation of some" evil 
genius, or admiration of their splendour, or imitation of 
other nations, or a vain opinion that some divinity inhabits 
such illustrious bodies, or out of a sense of the benefits 
mankind receive by them : for the chief philosophers them- 
selves were led by their weak reasonings into this error, as 
appears even by Plato, who saith, it is most just that the 
heaven should be worshipped 'with all the gods and demons, 
and that we should Tifiav re tcai tvx^^ai cia<j>epovrwg auT^&C 



as he speaks in his Epinomis. See Eusebius, in his Praepar. 
Evang. lib. xiii. cap. 18. where he shews how much better 
the Hebrews speak in this matter; and quotes some words 
of Plato, out of a work of his, not now extant, for the ex- 
plication of these words of Moses. And, to make this 
idolatry seem more reasonable, some of the philosophers 
asserted the sun to be endued with understanding; and, 
therefore, is called by Proclus, Uvpbg vorjrou fiaaiXtvg, the 
intellectual fire, to distinguish it from other fires which are 
without understanding : and from thence, in one of the 
coins of Caracalla, there is over the sun, surrounded with 
rays, the word Providentia. In short, the world had been 
so long settled in this worship, that it was no easy matter, 
when the Son of God came, to root it out: for the Essenes 
(the best sect among the Jews) seem to have had a tang of 
this superstition, as Josephus represents them, lib. ii. De 
Bello Judaico, cap. 7. Some, indeed, excuse them, as if 
they only admired the sun as the most excellent work of 
God, which they expressed by some kind of adoration : 
but Josephus expressly tells us, that, early in the* morning, 
they directed to him Uarptovg nvag tvxag, as if they beseeched 
him to rise. And this stuck still in the minds of some who 
professed Christianity, particularly the followers of Basi- , 
lides, and the Manichees, who called the sun and moon by 
the name of gods; and sometimes called the sun Christ, as 
Theodorct tells us, lib. i. cap. 26. And Epiphanius and • 
St. Austin say the same in more places than one. No 
wonder/therefore, that Julian the apostate should say, that 
God produced, 'E£ iavrov "HAtov Otov fiiyicrrov irdvra otiouv 
lavT$, out of himself the sun, the greatest god, in all things 
like unto himself: for .which he quotes Plato, in his faraou§ 
oration in Praise of the Sun ; where he saith, The same sun 
hath filled the heaven with innumerable other gods, p. 146. 
tt O\og ovpavbg fy&v Icrriv t? i)\iov irXiiprig, The whole heaven 
is full of gods from the sun. 

Which the Lord thy God hath divided unto all nations 
under the whole heaven.] The sense is very plain, that all 
nations under heaven have the benefit of the sun, moon, 
and stars, as well as the Jews ; who were therefore to wor- 
ship him alone, who" is the Lord of them all, and hath made 
them to be ministers unto us. 

This K. Solomon saw, and yet he could not stick to it, 
but fell into the vain fancy of the generality of the Jews, 
that God hath distributed the nations of the world under 
the government of several stars, which stars are under the 
government of angels ; but the Jews under the government 
of God alone, arid not subject to any planet. Which' hath 
no* foundation at all ; much less can we think that God ap- 
pointed the nations of the world to worship the heavenly 
, host, lest they should be atheists, as Clemens Alexaridrinus 
and Justin Martyr fancy from this place J unless they 
mean, that God for their siris delivered them up. to this im- 
piety; which several great men since have thought to be 
the true meaning of these words : for there are no such 
words found in the LXX. as they allege, 'Y/xiv 8' ovk o2- 
rug e'SwKt Kvpiog 6 Gtrfc vov. 

There is one who takes the word chalak, which Aye trans- 
late divide, to signify the blandish, and makes this the 
sense, that God places these great luminaries in the hea- 
vens, to invite and allure all nations to admire and adore 
him, the creator of them. And, indeed, in the conjugation 
which the Hebrews call hiphil, this word doth signify to> 
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soften and smooth, and consequently to allure ; but it never 
signifies so in that they call kail. 

Maimonides makes the sense of Moses's argument to be 
thus: God hath made the sun and moon to be ministers; 
not to be worshipped; according to that, Gen. i. 18. 
Which made the Psalmist so particularly call upon all the 
heavenly bodies to praise the Lord, Psal. cxlviii. (More 
Ncvoch. par. ii. cap. 5.) 

Ver. 20. But the Jjord hath taken you, and brought you 
forth out of the iron furnace.] This is a phrase used also 
by Solomon, 1 Kings vii. 51. and by Jeremiah, xi. 4. to 
express the most cruel servitude; wherein God suffered 
them to be tried, as metals are in a furnace of iron, red 
hot; for he doth not allude to their making of bricks (as 
some imagine), which were not wrought in an iron furnace. 

To he unto him a people of inheritance, as ye are at this 
day.] These were two powerful arguments to induce them 
to be obedient: that they were not only delivered from the 
hardest slavery; but now made God's peculiar people, (see 
Exod. xix. 5.) whom he had purchased for his inheritance, 
J. e. to be his people for ever. 
, From this verse Sir John Marsham gathers, that Moses 
had respect, in the foregoing verses, to the Egyptian super- 
stition; as if ho had said, u Excusso servitutis jugo, etiam 
excutienda sunt iEgypti BdeXvynara ;" having shaken off 
the Egyptian yoke, they were also tq shake off their abomi- 
nable idols: for the invisible God is not to be worshipped 
by, images or symbols. So that when he forbids them, 
ver. 1G. " to make a graven image, the similitude of any 
figure, the likeness of male and female," he thinks Moses 
hath respect to the "bbves utriusque sexus sacri," the 
sacred beeves of both kinds; the males to Osiris, the females 
to Isis. And he mentions t( the likeness of any beast 
that is in earth," ver. 17. because all the Egyptians wor- 
shipped not only the creatures beforementioned, but ca- 
nein and felem, a dog and a cat: the Thebans and Saitae 
worshipped sheep; the Mendesians a goat; and others of 
them, wolves and lions: and he adds " the likeness of 
any winged fowl that flieth in the air," because the Egyp- 
tians worshipped a hawk, and the bird called ibis; and 
the Thebans an eagle. In ver. 18. he mentions " the si- 
militude of any thing that creepeth upon the ground;" be- 
cause about Thebes, serpents were sacred to Jupiter: 
*' and the likeness of any fish that is in the waters," be- 
cause all Egypt worshipped certain fishes, and some of 
them the crocodile and the hippopotamus. And as for the 
sun, moon, and stars, (ver. 19.) the worship of them was 
common to the Egyptians with all other nations. All this 
he justifies out of good authors; and it Inight pass for 
truth, had we any certainty that the Egyptians in the time 
of Moses were as sottish as they were in the time of He- 
rodotus. (Seo Seculum ix. Sect, de Idololatria.) 

Ver. 21. Fnrtliermore.] Or rather, but. 

The Lord was angry xoith me for your sakes.] He re- 
members this again, (though he had mentioned it twice be- 
fore, i. 37. iii. 26.) that they might he more deeply sensible 
of the danger of offending God, since such a man as he 
was excluded from the good land for one single fault. Or 
hereby he would magnify the goodness of God to them, 
who, though great offenders, had a privilege granted to 
them which was denied him. 

Andsware that I should not go over Jordan, &c] He only 



told him so at the first, (Numb. xx. 12.) but upon Moses's 
importunate entreaty, that he would revoke the sentence (of 
which we read in the foregoing chapter of this book), it 
seems he silenced him, by confirming his threatening with 
an oath; * * 

Ver. 22. But I must die in this land, I must not go over 
Jordan.] See Numb, xxvii. 12 — 14. His frequent repeti- 
tion of this, shews how near it went to his heart. " But ye 
shall go over, and possess that good land." God's promise 
to them, he would have them think, was as irrevocable as 
his threatening against him. 

Ver. 23. Take heed unto yourselves, lest ye forget the 
covenant of the Lord your God, which he made with you, 
and make you a graven image, &c.] For this was the prin- 
cipal thing in the covenant, that they should worship him 
alone. Which is the reason it is so often repeated, and 
was, immediately after the delivery of the law from Mount 
Sinai, mentioned alond, as if it was the only thing that he 
had said unto them: (Exod. xx. 22, 23.) "Ye have not 
seen that I have talked with you from heaven: ye shall not 
make with me gods of silver; neither shall ye make unto 
you gods of gold." 

Ver. 24. For the Lord thy God is a consuming fire.] So 
he appeared upon the mount, when he delivered his laws 
from thence in a flaming fire, (Exod. xxiv. 17.) The learned 
Huetius thinks, that from these words of Moses, the an- 
cient Persians took up the worship of fire; at first, only as 
a resemblance of God, or a symbol of him, (as Maximus 
Tyrius saith, Dissert, xviii.) but afterward, as God him- 
self, (Demonstr. Evangel, p. 94.) 

Even a jealous God.] Who cannot endure any rival in 
your affection: (see 'Exod. xx. 5.) These were two 
awakening arguments to keep them from idolatry; that 
God cannot endure it, and will" bo very terrible in his pu- 
nishment of it. 

Ver. 25. When thou shalt beget children, and children's 
children, and ye shall have remained long in the land.] When 
they were very much multiplied, and had been long settled 
in the possession of the land of Canaan. 

And shall corrupt yourselves.] By the worship of other 
gods. 

And make a graven image, or the likeness of any thing.*] 
Which he had strictly prohibited, and solemnly cautioned 
them to beware of, ver. 23. 

And shall do evil in the sight of the Lord thy God, to jw*o- 
voke him-to anger.] By imitating the idolatrous customs of 
other nations. 

Ver. 26. I call heaven and earth to witness against you 
this day.] A solemn kind of asseveration; that, as surely 
as the heaven and earth shall endure, they should utterly 
perish. 

TJtat ye shall soon utterly perish from off this land, where- 
unto ye go, &c] As soon as the measure of your iniquity 
is filled up, ye shall speedily be destroyed without remedy. 
Which the Hebrews refer to the captivity by Salmanczer 
and Nebuchadnezzar, after they had been almost eight hun- 
dred years in this country; and so might bo said, to have 
remained long in the land. 

, Ver. 27. And the Lord shall scatter you among the na- 
tions.] S(5e Levit. xxvi. 33. • 

And ye shall be left few in number among the heathcn r 



&c] 



See Levit. xxvi. 22. 
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Ver. 28. And' Mere ye shall serve gods, the work of men's 
Iiands, tvood and stone, &c] The idols of the heathen: to 
the worship of which he threatens to abandon them, as a 
punishment for their apostacy from God. And the heathen 
sometime compelled them to worship their gods, as we read 
in the third of Daniel. 

Which neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell'] This is' 
a description of the most stupid idolatry, to which they 
should be delivered, if they fell from God. (See Numb. 
xxi.29.) 

Ver. 29. But if from thence thou shalt seek the Lord thy 
God.] When they were scattered among the heathen, 
(ver. 27.) 

Thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with all thy heart, 
and all thy soul] If they then repented sincerely, and be- 
came unfeigned worshippers of the Lord their God alone, 
he promises them forgiveness. 

Ver. 30. When thou art in tribulation, and all these 
things are come upon thee.] In great distress, by the execu- 
tion of the foregoing threatenings. 

Even in the latter days.] In future times, or in their most 
declining state. The Jews themselves apply to this'pre-' 
sent state, wherein they now, and have'been many years; 
as appears by the ancient Nitzacon, set forth lately by 
Wagenseil, pi 254. where he saith, the whole nation must 
repent, before God send deliverance unto them. 

If thou turn to the Lord thy God, and shall be obedient to 
his voice.] The great end of punishment was to convert 
them, and make them more observant of God's commands; 

Ver. 31. For the Lord thy God is a merciful God.] See* 
Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. Numb. xiv. 17, 18. 

He xvill not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, &c] He 
promises not to cast them off, nor destroy them utterly, 
(though they were utterly thrown out of their land, ver. 26.) 
but restore them to his favour, according to the covenant 
made with their fathers, and confirmed by an oath, Gen. 
xvii. 19. xxii.16, 17. (See Lcvit. xxvi. 44, 45.) 

Ver. 32. For ask now of the days that are past, which 
were before thee, since the days that God created man upon 
the earth, &c] Turn over the annals of the whole world, 
from one end of it to the other, ever since it was made, and 
search whether thou canst find any thing like to that which 
God hath done for you. Which R. Isaac thus glosses in 
his Munimen Fidei, (lately set forth by Wagenseil, p. 103.) 
" From the creation of the world, till their going out of 
Egypt, there were passed two thousand four hundred and 
forty-eight years; and yet in all that long track of time, 
there never were seen or heard in any part of the world 
such prodigious miracles as were wrought to bring them out 
of Egypt; and afterward, in leading them through the Red 
Sea; raining manna on them; and the appearance of the 
Divine Majesty at Mount Sinai," &c. 

Ver. 33. Did ever people hear the voice of God speaking 
out of the midst of fire, as thou hast heard, and live?] Here 
was a double, or rather triple prodigy, never heard of be- 
fore, that God should speak to them, audibly and distinctly, 
so long as to inform them in their duty towards himself arid 
one another ; and this out of the midst of devouring flames, 
and without the least hurt to any one of them, (Exod. xx. 
18. xxiv. 17.) 

Ver. 34. Or hath God assayed to go and take him a na- 
tion from the midst of another nation?] Another wonder, 
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never before heard of: that God, by two men alone, Moses 
and Aaron, should demand the delivery of a nation, under 
the power of another nation far greater and stronger than 
themselves, and effect it also, by no other means but such 
as here follow. 

By temptations.] This word may be thought to signify 
the grievous trials of the Israelites, whose miseries were"' 
increased after the first attempt for their deliverance; which' 
seemed to them a strange way of proceeding, (Exod. v. 19, 
22, 23.) But by temptations may, in this place, be, in ge- 
neral, meant miracles, as the Hebrews understand it, and 
the Chaldee word tenessin signifies : this and the two fol-' 
lowing words being of the very same import with the three 
words in the New Testament, which we often meet withal" 
(and seem to be taken from hence), Awafizai, ripacn, kqX 
atifieioic, with miracles, wonders, and signs, (Acts ii. 22. 
2 Cor. xii. Heb. ii. 4.) 

By signs.] Which are mentioned Exod. iv. 9. vii. 9, 10. 

And by wonders.] This signifies 'all the ten plagues of 
Egypt : for Pharaoh would not let the Israelites go, till God- 
had multiplied his wonders on the land of Egypt; as we read, 
Exod. vii. 3. x. 1, 2. xi. 9, 10. 

And by war.] This seems to relate to the overthrow of 
Pharaoh in the Red Sea; where the Lord is said to fight for 
Israel, (Exod. xiv. 14. xv. 3.) while they, which is the 
greatest wonder of all, were delivered without striking a' 
stroke. 

And by a mighty hand, and a stretched-out arm.] These 
are phrases which we often meet withal, when Moses speaks 
of their deliverance out of Egypt, Exod. iii. 19. vi. 6. xv. 
12. and many other places. And the Hebrews think, that 
his mighty hand particularly refers to the grievous' mur- 
rain, and the pestilence, which are called the hand of the 
Lord, Exod. x. 3. 15. And his stretched-out arm, to have 
a particular respett to the killing of the first-born ; the angel 
that was going to smite Jerusalem appearing with a " drawn 
sword, and his hand stretched out," (1 Chron. xxi. 16.)' 

And by great terrors.] Wherewith the minds of those 
were struck who heard of these things, (Exod. xv. 14 — 16.) 
Or else he means the frights in which the Egyptians were,' 
while they remained three days in most dismal darkness; 
(Exod. x. 23.) for the conclusion of this verse signifies, that 
he speaks of all that the Lord their God did for them in 
Egypt before their eyes. ' 

Ver. 35. Unto thee it was shewed.] This was a particular 
kindness to the Israelites, which God never before mani- 
fested to any other nation. 

That thou mightest know that the Lord he is God; there 
is none else besides him.] That they might believe him to 
be the only true God, and worship none but him. Which 
two articles, saith Maimonides, (MoTe Nevochim, par. ii. 
cap. 33.) that God is, and that he is but one, are funda- 
mentals of religion, which were known not only by pro- 
phets, but by every body else! 

Ver. 3G. Out of heaven he made thee to hear his twee.] 
See Exod. xx. 22. 

That he might instruct thee.] Teach them his will, which 
was chiefly declared in the ten commandments. 

Andnpon earth he shewed thee his great fire.] He means 
either that they saw it as they stood upon the earth; or, 
that it burnt upon the top of the mount in their sight- 
(Exod.xxiv. 17.) 
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And thou heardest his words out of the midst of the fire.} 
See vcr. 11, 12. and Exod. xx: 18, 19. 

Vcr. 37. And because he loved thy fathers, therefore he 
chose their seed after them.] See Gen. xv. 5 — 7. and 
many other places in that book, Exod. iii. 15 — 17. 

And brought than out in his sight with a mighty power.] 
For, as lie led them the way out of Egypt in a pillar of 
cloud, and of fire, (Exod. xiii. 21.) so, when they were in 
danger by Pharaoh's pursuit of them, he came behind them, 
and they marched in his sight, (Exod. xiv. 19.) 

Out of Egypt.] This is mentioned in - Scripture as the 
highest benefit, never to be forgotten by them. So G. 
Schickard observes, in his MischpatHammelech: (cap. iii. 
Theor. 10.) That they are put in mind of this in the 
frontispiece of the decalogue, (Exod. xx. 2.) in the insti- 
tution of sacrifices, (Levit. xxii. 33.) in the promise of a 
blessing, (xxvi. 13.) and here, in the enumeration of God's 
wonderful works; and afterward in the commendation of 
his love, (Deut. vii. 8.) in his dehortation from ingratitude, 
(viii. 14.) in his institution of the Passover, (xvi. 6.) in the 
speech which the reproving angel made to them, (Judges 
ii. 1.) in the hope he gave them of victory over the Midian- 
ites, (vi. 9.) in his answer to their petition for a king, 
(1 Sam. x. 18.) and on a great many other occasions: for 
this was, " velut fundamentumet initium rdpublicie," &c. 
as another learned German speaks, (Gierus on Dan. ix.15.) 
the foundation, as we may call it, and the beginning of their 
commonwealth founded by God; which comprehended in 
it abundance of. miracles, far exceeding all the power of 
nature. ~ . , - 

. Ver. 38. To drive out nations before thee, greater and 
mightier than thou art.] So mighty,' that they frighted their 
fathers from attempting the conquest of them, (Numb. xiii. 
28, 29. 31.) 

To bring thee in, to give thee their land for an inheritance, 
as it is this day.] That is, as he had given them a late ex- 
periment, by overthrowing the two kings of the Amorites, 
and giving them their land for a possession." 

Ver. 39. "Know therefore this day, and consider it in thy 
heart, that the Lord he is God in.heaven above, and upon 
the earth, and there is none else.] Be sensible, therefore, 
and settle this belief in thy heart, that the Lord is the sole 
governor of the whole world. - 

Ver. 40. Thou shalt therefore keep his statutes and his 
commandments, which I command thee this day, &c] 
Worship and obey him,- as the only way to make them and 
their posterity live happily in the land, which God was 
about to give them. 

Tliat it may be well with thee, and with thy children after' 
thee, and that thou mayest prolong thy daysupon the earth, 
&cj Though Moses spake of their long life upon earthy 
yet the better sort of Jews did not set up their rest here ; 
but from this word prolong, extended their hope as far as* 
the other world : for thus Maimonides saith (in his pre- 
face to Pereck Cheleck) they were taught by tradition to 
expound these words, That it may he well ivith thee in the 
world, which is all good; and mayest prolong thy days in 
the world, which is all long, i. e. never ends. 

Ver. 41. Then Moses severed three cities.] I observed in 
the preface to this book, that Moses didnotdeliver all that 
is contained in this book in one continued speech ; but at 
several times, as appears oven by the beginning of the next 



chapter, where it is said, "He called all Israel, and said 
unto them," &c. Which supposes,' that after this preface 
in these four chapters, he dismissed them to consider what 
he had said ; and then some time after assembled the people 
again, to put them in mind of the laws which he so, 
earnestly pressed them to observe. But between these 
two times (after he had spoken all that is contained in 
these four chapters, and before he rehearsed the deca- 
logue), he put in execution the command of God lately 
given, to set apart three cities of refuge on this side Jor- 
dan; which he here relates, in the order, I suppose, wherein 
it was done. . * 

On this side Jordan, towards the sun-rising.] On the east 
side of Jordan, according to what was ordered, Numb. 
xxxv. 14. 

Ver. 42. That the slayer might flee thither, which should 
kill his neighbour unawares, &c.] See there, ver.ll, 12, &c. 

Ver. 43. Namely, Bezer in the wilderness, in the. plain 
country of the Reubenites; and Ramoth in G Head of the 
Gadites; and Golan in Bashan of the Manas'sites.] Thus 
they are set down also in the book of Joshua, xx. 8. xxi. 
27. 3G. 38. 

Ver.; 44. And this is the law which Moses set before the 
children oflsraeL] Now follows the law, which (after the- 
forementioned assignation of the cities of refuge) Moses 
set before all the people, and pressed them to the observ- 
ance of it. 

Ver. 45. These are tlie testimonies, and the statutes, and 
the judgments.] As the next chapter contains the law, that 
is, the ten commandments, which Moses set before them; 
so, in several following chapters (after new earnest exhor- 
tations to obedience), he represents to them the rest of 
God's will, comprehended' under these three words, testi- 
monies, statutes, and judgments: some of which belong to 
the Divine service, others to their civil government, and 
the rest to ceremonial observations, for the better security 
and preservation of both the former. 

Which Moses spake unto the children of Israel, after 
they came forth out of Egypt.] Which he had formerly de- v 
livered to them, after they were come out of the Egyptian 
bondage, Exod. xxi. xxii. xxiii. and in the following 
books.* 

Ver. 46. On this side Jordan, &c] In this and the two 
following verses he again mentions the place and the time, 
when and where, he set before them the law, and the testi- 
monies, statutes, and judgments, recorded in the following 
part of this book : which he repeats, that all posterity might 
observe the discourses were made a little before he died. 

In the valley over against Beth-Peor.] See chap. iii. tilt. 

In the land ofSihori, king of the Amorites, who dwelt at 
Heshbon.] See chap.ai. 24. 31, &c. * 

IVliom Moses and the children of Israel smote, after they 
were come forth, out of Egypt.] In the fortieth year after 
their departure'thence ;" as appears from Numb. xxi. 24. 
xxxiii. 38.' 

Ver. 47. And they possessed his land, and the land of Og 
king of Bashan, &c.] See Numb. xxi. 33, &c. 

Vcr. 48. From Aroer, -which is by Hie bank oftlie river 
Arnon, even unto Mount Sihon,. which is Hermon.] The 
mount here called Sihon is not that which was so famous 
in aftertimes, when David made it the royal seat; for that 
was -on the other. side Jordan, and is written with different 
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letters in the Hebrew; but, in all probability, is a; con- 
traction of Sirion; which is the name by which the Sido- 
nians called Hcrmon : for the bounds of this country arc 
so described, (iii. 8, 9/12.) to extend from the river Arnon 
to Mount Hcrmon, which is called Sirion. 
* Ver. 49. And all the plain on this side Jordan eastward, 
even unto the sea of the plain.} See chap. iii. 17. 
j Under the springs ofPisgah.} The same place there called 
Ashdoth-Pisgah. Which is exactly described after the same 
manner, by Benjamin Tudelensis, in his Itinerary, set forth 
by I/Empereur, p. 51. where he saith, that Jordan is called 
at Tiberias the Sea of Genesareth; and, coming from thence 
with a great force, falls at the foot of this hill into the Sea 
of Sodom, w T hich is called the Salt Sea* * • 



CHAP. V. 

Ver. 1* joLND Moses called all Israel, and said unto thepi.} 
That is, summoned all the elders, and heads of their tribes, 
who were to communicate what he said to the rest: thus it 
is commonly expounded. But that which he saith, xxix. 
10, 11. seems to direct us to another interpretation ; that 
he himself went from tribe to tribe, and repeated these ten 
words (as they are called), placing himself in several parts 
of their camp, that every one might hear what he said. And 
ihis was sometime after he had, in. like manner, exhorted 
them to obedience in the foregoing preface.. (See iv. 41.) 

Hear, O Israel, the statutes and judgments which I speak 
in your ears this day.} Mind what I now say unto you. * 

That ye may learn them y and keep and do them.'} That 
ye may not be ignorant of such important truths, nor neg- 
ligent in the practice of them ; which is the end of know- 
ledge. " *•• 
*> Ver. 2. The Lord our God made a covenant with y$ in 
Horeb.} See Exod. xxiv. 3. 5 — 8. 

Ver. 3. The Lord made not this covenant with our fa- 
thers,} viz. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ; with whom he 
covenanted to give their posterity the land of Canaan ; but 
did not make to them this discovery of his will, which was 
the matter of the covenant at Horeb. 

- But ivith us, even us, who are all here alive this day-} A 
great part of those who were then at Horeb were now 
alive; viz. all under twenty years old. And if they had been 
all dead, Moses might have said, He made it with us; be- 
cause they w r crc still the same people, though the particular 
persons were dead, with whom the covenant was made, not 
only for themselves, but for their posterity. 

Ver. 4. The Lord talked ivith you face to face in the 
mount, &c] Openly, clearly, and distinctly; or by himself, 
without the mediation of Moses; but in no visible shape: 
for that is expressly denied in the foregoing chapter, iv. 
12.15. 

Ver. 5. I stood between the Lord and you at that time, to 
shew you the word of the Lord.} As a mediator, whom God 
employed to prepare.them to meet him, (Exod. xix. 10,11, 
&c.) and to prescribe them the bounds, at what distance 
they should keep, (ver. 12.) and to bring them forth to 
meet with him, (ver. 17.) and to charge them to keep within 
their bounds, (ver. 21.) And, on the other side, to repre- 
sent their desires unto God, after he had .spoken to them, 
(Exod. xx. 19.) ^ So that he was truly a mediator between 
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God and them; and stood also in a middle place/ at the 
foot of the mount, while they stood further off. 

For ye ivere afraid by reason of the fire.} Exod. xx. 18* 

And went not up into the mount.} Exod. xix. 17. xx. 21. 

Ver. 6. I am the Lord thy God, tvhich brought thee oiit 
of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.} This pre- 
face to the ten commandments is explained, Exod. xx. 2. 

Ver. 7. Thou shalt have none other gods before me.} See 
Exod. xx. 3. It is wisely observed by Grotius, (lib. ii. dc 
Jure Belli et Pacis, cap. 20. sect. 45.) that true religion 
was ever built upon these four principles : First, that there 
is a God, and that he is but One. Secondly, that God is 
nothing of thoso things that we see with our eyes, but some- 
thing more sublime than them all. Thirdly, that he takes 
care of human affairs, and judges them most justly! 
Fourthly, that he is the maker of all things whatsoever'. 
Which principles arc explained in these first four precepts 
of the decalogue ; the unity of the Godhead being delivered 
in the first place. 

Ver. S-^-rlO.. Thou shalt not make tliee any graven image, 
nor the likeness of any thing, &c.] The second principle, 
that God's nature is invisible, is contained in this second 
commandment; being the ground of this prohibition, t6 
make any image of him : which the best of the heathen for- 
bade also for this very re&son, f £2c ovk tycnrTZ<j%at Btov Svva- 
Tov-aXXa)^ n vo7/<T£t, because it-is. impossible /o conceive God 
othe7*wise, but by the mind alone, as Plutarch reports the 
sense of Numaamong the Ronians. And we find the same 
as plainly said by Antisthenes among the Greeks, in Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus/'O^aXjuotc o\>x bparat, ohltvi totta, hi- 
7Ttp avrbv ovd&g SvvaTai hpaQuv 1% iIkqvoq: he is not seen by 
the eyes, nor is like to any thing; and therefore none ca?i 
learn any thing of him by an image. Nor could the vul- 
gar, I am. apt to think, have been kept so long, and so ge- 
nerally as they were, to the worship of them, if it had not 
been by bold fictions, that some of them were Aio7T£tTi, 
fallen down from heaven; and that all of them were Qua, 
koX Sdag fxerovatag dvairXza, Divine things, and full of a Di* 
vine commmdeation, as Jamblichus speaks. And, to make 
them more reverenced, while some of them were 'Eju^avf;, 
conspicuous to. all the people, others were kept secret in the 
inmost part. of their temple, as having hidden in them a 
symbolical. presence of God, as Proclus speaks upon 
Timaeus. Which Ezek. Spanhcmius justly thinks was done 
in imitation of what Moses saith concerning God's presence 
upon the mercy-seat in the holy of holies. (Observationcs 
in Callimachum, p. 586, &c.) 

Sec. upon these three verses my annotations' on Exod. 
xx. 4— G. 

. Ver, 11. Thmi shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain, &c] This contains the third principle before- 
mentioned, that God takes notice of all things, even of our 
thoughts, and governs all our affairs: for it is the founda- 
tion of an oath, that God knows our very hearts, and is 
witness to our meaning, as well. as our words; and will, if 
we swear falsely, punish us for it: which is an acknow- 
ledgment also both of the justice and the power of God. 
{Sec upon Exod. xx. 7.) . * 

Ver. 12. Keep the sabbath-day to sanctify it.} They were 
to keep it in memory, that they might sanctify it, as it is 
Exodl xx.. 8. (Sec there.) And it was sanctified, or set apart 
for special ends and purposes, ihat they -might give to thp 
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blessed God the seventh part of the week (as Abarbincl 
speaks upon these words), and might learn the Divine 
law, together with the Kabalah, or traditional exposition 
of the words, and mark well the niceties of it: for which he 
quotes a saying out of the Gemara of the Jerusalem Tal- 
mud, " Sabbaths and feasts were not given, but to learn the 
law upon them." Which is the reason, he saith, of another 
speech of theirs, in their Midrasch, or allegorical exposi- 
tion upon Exodus, that "the sabbath wcighcth against all 
the commandments;" because it was a principal means 
to make them known and observed. There is not much 
said, indeed, in express words, concerning this end of 
the rest of the sabbath: but common reason told the Jews, 
it could not be intended merely as a day of ease from la- 
bour, but for the solemn service of God, and instruction in 
their duty to him. 

-4s the Lord thy God commanded thee.] At Marah, say 
the Jews commonly, where he gave them a statute and an 
ordinance. (Sec Exod. xv. 25.) But one of them saith 
better, At Marah it was designed, and at Siiiai it was com- 
manded. But they do not look back far enough for the ori- 
ginal of this commandment: for there being two things in 
this day, the rest of it, and the religion; the rest of it was in 
remembrance of their deliverance out of Egypt, and the 
overthrow of Pharaoh in the Red Sea, which completed 
their deliverance; immediately after which they kept their 
first sabbatical rest. The religion was in remembrance of 
the creation of the world; and so this day had been ob- 
served from the beginning by the patriarchs, though wc 
find no mention made of their resting : and that may possi- 
bly be the meaning of these words, as the Lord thy God 
commanded thee; that is, immediately after he had finished 
the creation of the world. 

Ver. 13. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work.} 
See upon Exod. xx. 9. 

Ver. 14. But the Seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord 
thy God: in it thou shalt not do any xvork, &c.] The rea- 
son why they might not do any work on this day, is given 
in Exod. xx. 11. which is wholly omitted here; because 
Moses had another reason to add, for the enforcement of 
this precept: and refers them (in the foregoing words, ver. 
12. As the Lord thy God hath commanded thee) to what 
he had said in the books of Genesis and Exodus: where he 
had set down the reason which God himself gave with his 
own mouth,- for the religious observation of this day; be- 
cause in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, &c. So 
that this commandment was designed to establish the 
fourth principle I mentioned, that God is the maker of all 
things. To preserve the memory and sense of which (as 
the author of the answer, Ad Orthodoxos, observes, lxix.) 
this rest was instituted, to be observed with a more than 
ordinary sanctity; it being of such great moment, that the 
first sabbath-breaker was punished with death, because the 
voluntary violation of it contained in it a denial, that tho 
world was created by God. 

Tliat thy man-servant and thy maid-servant may rest as 
well as thou.'] Mercy towards men, as well as piety to- 
wards God, was a reason for the observation of the sab- 
batical rest. 

Ver. 15. And remember that thou wast a servant in the 
land of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God brought thee 
from thence, &c. therefore the Lord thy God commanded 



thee to keep the sabbath-day.] This is a new ground for the 
observation of the sabbath ; because God had given them 
rest from their hard labour in Egypt. Which obliged 
them to keep that seventh day, which God appointed at 
the giving of manna (being the day on which he overthrew 
Pharaoh in the lied Sea), as the memory of the creation of 
the world obliged. them to keep one day in seven. So our 
Mr. Medc hath explained it. (See my annotations on 
Exod. xiv. 30.) And Maimonides hath something to the 
same purpose, in his More Nevochim, par. ii. cap. 31. (See 
upon Exod. xx. 11.) 

Ver. 1G. Honour thy father and thy mother, as the Lord 
thy God hath commanded thee.] In the twentieth of Exodus, 
ver. 12. sec there. To which I shall here add, that the 
laws of Solon made those children infamous, who did not 
afford sustenance to their parents, and provide them a ha- 
bitation. And by the ancient law of Athens, he that rc- 
'proached his parents was disinherited ; if he struck them, 
his hand was cut off; if he left them unburied, lie lost their 
estate, and wa§ banished his country: and another law 
punished this ingratitude with death. Sec J.Meursius, in 
his Themis. Attica, lib. i. cap. 2, 3. where he shews, that 
by parents they understood not only father and mother, but 
grandfather and grandmother; nay, Tovtu>v fivr^p *m irarrjp 
lav in Zuhxi,z. e. great-grandmother and great-grandfather, 
if they Were yet alive, as Isoeus tells us, Orat. vii. And the 
ground of all these law T s, w r as a sense they had, as iEs- 
chines tells us, That men ought to honour their parents, as 
they did the gods, Ovq *K "gov Set rtfx(tv toTc £eo7c« (Sec Sam. 
Petitus, in Leges Atticas, lib. iii. tit. 3.) AVhence Hicro- 
cles calls parents, 0eot hriyuoi, earthly gods. And Philo, 
upon the decalogue, 0cot l^avcTc, &c. visible gods, who 
imitate him that is unbegotten, by giving life. And ac- 
cordingly, next to the precepts concerning the worship of 
God, Moses here places immediately the duty owing unto 
parents. .... 

That thy days may be prolonged, and that it may go well 
with thee, &c] These last words arc added to what God 
spake, Exod. xx. 12. as an explication of the foregoing. 
Whereby they are excited to obedience, by the promise not 
only of a long life, hut of a happy. I say obedience ; for 
that is included in honour, as the. apostle explains it, 
Coloss.iii. 20. " Children obey your parents in all things;" 
that is, where God hath not commanded the contrary, and 
w T here it is not inconsistent with the public good; which is 
alway to be preferred, even before the duty that is. owing 
to natural parents. Insomuch, that common reason taught 
the heathen, that for the good of the society, the son is. to 
lay aside the Tcvercnce he should pay to his father, and 
the father to pay it unto the son, that is, when he is in pub- 
lic office: thus the famous Fabius Cnnctator commended 
his son, for making him light off from his horse, when he 
met him in his consulship, as Plutarch tells us. And sec 
A. Gellius, lib. xi. Noct. Attic.cap.l. andlib.xiii. cap. nit. 
and lib. xiv. in tho beginning. 

Ver. 17. Thou shalt not kill] If a man killed another 
involuntarily, he was banished by the laws of Athens from 
his country for a year : but if he killed another k 7rpovofac, 
as Demosthenes speaks, out offorethought, and designedly, 
he was put to death : (see Sam. Petitus, lib. vii. in Leges 
Atticas, tit. 1 . p. 508. 512.) Yea, so detestable was this sin 
accounted, that even ra fyvx*, lifeless things, such as wood, 
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or stone, or iron, wherewith a man was killed, Draco ordered 
to be thrown out of their coasts. (lb. p. 523.) 

Ver. 18. Thou shalt not commit adultery.] This crime 
was also punished with death by the laws of Draco. Solon, 
indeed, left it to the liberty of the husband, who caught an- 
other man in bed with his wife, either to kill him, if he 
pleased, or to let him redeem his life with a sum of money. 
But if after this he lived with his wife, he was infamous, 
as Demosthenes tells us, who saith, she might not come 
publicly into their temples : if she did, any man might treat 
her as he pleased, only not kill her: so that she was so 
odious as to be thrown, "Ek re t?jc oiKiac rov avSpoc, tcai c£ 
hpuv rwv rije 7roAewc» both out of the house of her husband, 
and out of holy places of the city. Nor might she go 
abroad with any ornaments (Mr; tZ&vai Kovfiuv&ai, is the 
law of Solon): if she did, any body might take them away 
from her, and tear her clothes in pieces, and beat her, only 
not maim her in any part of her body. (See the same Pe- 
titus, lib. vi. tit. 4.) 

Ver. 19. Neither shalt thou steal.] The laws of Draco 
punished all theft with death: which Solon thought too 
severe, and therefore changed that punishment into making 
satisfaction, by restoring double ; yet still making it death, 
if any man stole above such a value, or took anything out 
of the public baths, and such-like places, though of never 
so little value. (See in the same author, lib. vii. tit. 5.) 

Ver. 20. Neither shalt thou bear false witness against 
thy neighbour.] There was an action, at Athens, lay both 
against false witnesses, and him that produced them; who 
had a fine set upon them, and were made infamous. And if 
they were found thrice in the same fault, Tovrotfc iSu teal 
avrovg, KaX rove Ik tovtwv, aTtfiovg elvai, both they themselves, 
and all their posterity, were made infamous, as Andocides 
speaks. (See ib. p. 559.) 

Ver. 21. Neither shalt thou desire thy neighbour's wife, 
neither shalt thou covet thy neighbour's house, &c] It is 
observed by some, that an exact order is observed in. the 
delivery of these precepts : for, first, he places such offences 
as are consummate, and then those that are but begun, and 
not perfected. And in the former, he proceeds from those 
that are most heinous unto those that are less grievous: 
for those offences are the greatest which disturb the public 
order, and consequently do mischief unto a great many. 
Such are those that are committed against governors and 
rulers, who are comprehended under the name of parents, 
by whose authority human society is preserved. And then, 
among those which are against particular persons, those 
are the greatest which touch a man's life ; next, those that 
wrong his family, the foundation of which is matrimony; 
then, those that wrong him in his goods, either directly by 
stealth, or more craftily by bearing false witness. Then, in 
the last place, those sins are mentioned which are not con- 
summate, being gone no farther than desire ; which in 
Exod. xx. 17. are expressed by one and the same word, 
but here by two ; which we translate desire and covet: be- 
tween which I know no difference, unless they express 
higher and lower degrees of the same sin. The contrary to 
which is, contentedncss with our portion, and thankfulness 
to God for it ; which will not let us covet any thing belong- 
ing to another man, with his loss and damage. 

Ver. 22. These words th&Lord spake unto all the assembly 
in tJie mount; out of the midst oftltefire, of the clouds, and 



of the thick darkness.] Exod. xix. 1G. xx. 13. This con- 
futes the foolish fancy of the Jewish doctors, that the peo- 
ple heard only the first words of God, lam the Lore} thy God, 
■&e.'tkou shalt have no other gods bat me; i. e. they heard 
him declare his existence, and his unity; but all the rest 
were reported to them by Moses. Nothing can be more 
contrary to what he here saith, that all these words (that 
is, the ten words beforementioned) were spoken to their 
whole assembly. (See More Nevochim, par. ii. cap. 33.) . 

With a great voice.] That is, so loud that it might be 
heard by the whole camp. 

And he added no more.] All the rest of the commands 
ments,.which follow in Exod. xxi. xxii. and xxiii.Were 
delivered to Moses alone, and by him to the people, ac- 
cording to their own desire, (Exod. xx. 19. xxi. 1. xxiv. 3.) 

And he wrote them in two tables of stone, and delivered 
them unto me.] That is, the ten commandments, and no 
more, (Exod. xxiv. 12. xxxi. 18. xxxiv. 1. 28.) Lest what 
they heard with their ears should quickly slide out of their 
minds, he took care to have.it engraven with his own hands 
in these tables. 

Ver. 23. And it came to pass, when ye heardthe voice out 
of the midst of the darkness (for the mountain did barn with 
fire), that ye' came near unto me; even all the heads of the 
tribes and elders.] After they had recovered out of the fright 
wherein they were at the conclusion of these words : when 
the thunderiugs, lightnings, and noise of the trumpet were so 
terrible, that they removed, and stood afar ofF, (Exod. xx. 18.) 

Ver. 24. And ye said t Behold, the Lord our God hath 
shewed us his glory, and his greatness, and we have heard his 
voice out of the midst oftltefire.] Here Moses relates more 
largely what he said in short, Exod. xx. 19. 

We have seen this day, that God doth talk with man, and 
he liveth.] This looks like a thankful acknowledgment of 
the great goodness of God, in vouchsafing them such a 
favour as never any men had before, and which they could 
not expect again. And accordingly Moses makes use of it 
as an argument to be very observant of God's commands, 
(Exod. xx. 22, 23.) 

Ver. 25. Now, therefore, why should tee die? for this 
great fire will consume us: for if we hear, the voice of the 
Lord our God any more, then we shall die.] It is an un- 
grounded conceit of Maimonides (in the place abovemen- 
tioned), that, when they had heard the first words, they fell 
into a swoon, and did not recover themselves till all the 
rest were spoken ; which made them conclude, that they 
should really die, and never come to themselves again (as 
we speak), if they should hear him speak to them any 
more. The plain meaning is, that mortal men could not 
endure to hear him speak in that manner : for the voice was 
so loud, and accompanied with such flashes of fire, and 
such claps of thunder, as made them conclude, if it had 
continued longer, they should have expired. 

Ver. 26. For who is there of all flesh,] i. e. Of all men 
who are weak and frail, as the word flesh denotes. 

Tliathath heard the voice of the living God, speaking^out 
of the midst of fire (as we have) and lived?\ There is no 
instance of such a thing as this, which made them afraid 
of hearing him speak, in this manner, any more: for they 
did not mind God's end and intention in this, (which Moses 
suggests to them in Exod. xx. 20.) but in a confusion of 
thoughts imagiucd, that though they had escaped once, the 
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flames out of which ho spako might devour them, if they 
came near them again. 

Ver. 27. Go thou near, and hear all that the' Lord our 
God will say ; <tnd speak thou unto us all that the Lord our 
God shall speak unto thee, and we will hear it, and do it.] 
See Exod. xx. 19. This shews their opinion of Moses, 
that he could be able not only to endure that without dis- 
order which made them ready to die, but go into the very 
midst of the darkness out of which those flames came, 

Ver. 28. And the Lord heard the voice of your words 
when ye spake unto me; and the Lord said unto me, I have 
heard the voice of the words of this people, &c] As Moses 
hero reports more largely what they said to him than he 
did in Exodus, so he likewise gives a larger account what 
God bade him say to them, in answer to their desire.. 

They have well said jail t/iat they have spoken.] It very 
much becomes them, out of a sense of their meanness and 
unworthincss, and of the inconceivable majesty of God, 
to desire he would speak to them by a mediator. 

Ver. 29. Oh that there xmre such a heart in them, that they 
would fear me, and keep my commandments always.] The 
words are w r onderful emphatical in the Hebrew, Wlio will 
give, tjutt there ptay be such a heart in them. Which i£ an 
expression of the most earnest desire; but withal signifies, 
that if what he had done for them would not move them to 
fear and obey him, it was impossible to persuade them to 
it. Not but that he could miraculously work upon them, 
and change their hearts (saith Maimonides), if he pleased, 
as he miraculously changed tho nature of other things; but 
^f this were God's will, to deal with them after this fashion, 
there would have been no need to send a prophet to them, 
or to publish laws full of precepts and promises, rewards 
and punishments ; by which (saith he) God wrought upon 
their heart, and not by his absolute omnipotence. (More 
Nevochim, par. iii. cap. 32.) • ♦'• 

That it might be wellxoith them, and with their children 
for ever!] For God desired nothing more than this, which 
they themselves promised, (ver. 27.) which moved him to 
vouchsafe such a special privilege to them, as first to speak 
to them himself, and, at their desire, consent to speak to 
them by his prophet. 

• Ver. 30. Go say to them, Get you into your tents again.] 
All this shews that Moses was a mediator between God 
and them, and between them and God. 

Ver. 31. But as for thee, stand thou Jiere by me.] He in- 
vites Moses unto the nearest approaches unto his majesty; 
and the most familiar converse with him, (Exod. xx. 21. 
*xiv. 2. 18.) For this was the highest degree of prophecy, 
as Maimonides calls it, in his More Nevochim, par. iii. 
cap. 51. And in his preface to that book, he saith, this is 
the greatest degree of illumination of a prophet, concern- 
ing whom it is said, Stand thou here with me: and again, 
The skin of his face shone. Which he supposes signified, 
that his mind was always full of light; whereas other pro- 
phets were some time in darkness, and saw nothing. 

And I will speak vnto thee all tfie commandments, and the 
statutes, and the judgments, ivhich thou shall teach them.] 
According to their own desire, ver, 27. (See vi. 1.) 

And that they may do them in the land which I give 
them to possess it.] According to their promise in the same, 
ver. 27. . • 

- Ver. 32. Ye shall observe to do therefore as the Lord your 



God hath commanded you.] Being obliged by such singular 
benefits as no other.nation ever had the like, (ver. 24 — 2G.) 
and having engaged themselves so solemnly to be obedient, 
(ver. 27.) 

Ye shall not turn aside, to the right hand, or to the left.] 
This is a phrase often used to signify a strict observance 
of God's laws ; neither superstitiously adding to them, nor 
profanely laying aside any of them, (xvii. 20. xxviii. 14. 
Josh. i. 7.) 

Ver. 33. Ye shall walk in all the ways ivhich the Lord 
your God hath commanded.] That is, observe alibis laws, 
and make them the rule of their lives. 

That ye may live, and that it may be well with you, and 
that ye may prolong your days, in the land ivhich ye sliall 
possess.] Universal obedience, he w r ould have them sensi- 
ble, was the only way to make them live happy and long 
in that good land which he was about to bestow upon them. 
This he inculcates again in the next chapter, vi. 3. For all 
mankind thought long life a very great blessing, as appears 
by Callimachus's hymn to Diana, ver. 132, 133. when ho 
promises to those whom she favours, 

— L pvS' Itt\ aTjjia 

i. e. They shall not come into their grave, till they have 
reached a great old age. 

CHAP. VI. 

Ver. 1. IS OW these are the commandments, the statutes, 
and the. judgments.] Which God- promised to deliver to 
him, in the foregoing chapter, ver. 31.; and commandments 
are thought commonly to relate unto the moral laws ; sta- 
tutes to rites and ceremonies, which have no natural rea- 
son for them; said judgments to civil government. 

Which the Lord your God commanded to teach you, that 
ye might do them in the land whither ye go to possess it.] 
They are the words of God himself, in tho place before- 
named, ver. 31. 

This, I suppose, was spoken by Moses to them, a little 
timo after he had delivered what is contained in the fore- 
going chapter; being a preface to the rest of the laws which 
he received from God in Mount Sinai, as they desired. 

Ver. 2. Tliat tfiou mightest fear the Lord thy God, to 
keep all his statutes, and his commandments, which I com- 
mand thee, &c] The prime intention of God's speaking to 
them by himself and by Moses was, to implant his fear in 
their hearts, as the true principle of obedience; which so 
certainly flows from it, if it be preserved in its power and 
force, that it frequently in Scripture signifies the whole duty 
wo owe to God. But here, more particularly, it seems to 
signify their adhering to him as the only God : so it is used, 
1 Kings xviii. 3. 12. and in the New Testament most 
plainly, Acts x. 2. 35. 

Ver, 3 f Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it.] 
Mark therefore so well what I say, as to do accordingly. 

That it may be well with thee, &c] As the only way to 
be happy, and to grow a mighty nation, and, in short, enjoy 
all that God had promised to their pious ancestors. 

Ver. 4. Htar, O Israel.] He repeats it again, because 
what he was going to say is of the highest importance. 

TJie Lord our God is one Lord.] Being to remind them 
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of all the laws which God delivered to them by him, and 
to endeavour to beget a holy fear of him, as* the principle 
of obedience, he most earnestly presses upon them; before 
he proceeds further, the first of the ten commandments; 
which is, that there is but one God, who alone is to be 
worshipped; and that he is their God : whose laws there- 
fore could not be controlled by the authority of any other 
pretended god. 

Many of the ancient fathers, particularly Theodoret and 
Greg. Nyssen, luink there is a plain intimation of the 
blessed Trinity in these words, The Lord our God is one 
Lord: and gome of the Jews themselves have thought, 
there was something extraordinary in it, that the name of 
God should be thrice mentioned, as it is in this sentence : 
w r hich signifies three midoth, or properties, they confess ; 
which they sometimes call three faces, or emanations, or 
sanctifications, or numerations, though they will not call 
them three persons ; as Joseph de Voysin observes, in his 
book against an Anonymous Anti-trinitarian;p. 58. 63. 71, 
72. And the cabalists say as much, who, asserting ten se-. 
phiroth in God (which they take to be something different 
from the essence of God, andyet not creatures, but emana- 
tions from it, as Manasseh ben Israel explains their words); 
they make the three first of them to be more than the other 
seven ; and call them primordial The first of which they call 
the Wonderful Intelligence, and the First Intellectual Light 
(as St. James calls God the Father of lights), and the First 
Glory. The second they call, among other names, the Il- 
luminating Intelligence (just as St. John saith, the eternal 
Word " enlightens every one that cometh into the world"), 
and the Second Glory. And the third they call the Sancti- 
fied Intelligence (so the word umpD, which is inPual, must 
be translated, not sanctifying, as Rittangelfus takes it,) or 
they may mean no'more than thd Holy Intelligence; which 
is the very same with the Holy Spirit. All this we find in 
the book Jetzira, which they fancy was made by Abraham: 
from whence we cannot but learn, that they had an obscure 
notion of the blessed Trinity: and that the apostles used 
no other language about it, than^vhat was among the Jews. 
The best of which are so sensible of.such things, as I have 
mentioned, that they think we Christians are not idolaters, 
though we believe three persons in the Godhead (which 
they fancy inclines to polytheism), because wc believe the 
unity of God ; and therefore may be saved as well as they. 
So J. Wagcnseii shews in his annotations upon Sota, cap. 7. 
p. 751, &c. and Arnoldus, in his Spieilegia, after him, p. 
3218. ' 

Vcr. 5. And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thine heart, he.'] Our blessed Saviour, alleging these two 
verses, (Mark xii. 29, 30.) looks upon these words as a part 
of the first commandment: for, after he had said, t€ The 
first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel, the Lord 
onr'God is one Lord; and, Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul," &c. he thus 
concludes, €€ this is the first commandment." For, to own 
him to be the only God, the author of our being and of all 
things, doth necessarily include in it a love of him above 
all things whatsoever, which .requires us. to love him, who 
hath made them so lovely. This is another principle ►or 
spring of obedience, inseparable from the fear of God be- 
forementioned : which doth not .drive us away from him, 
but draw us to him; being such a. reverence towards him as 



children have to their kind parents, which is ever mixed 
with love .to them. 

With all thine hearty and with all thy soul, and tvith all 
thy might.~] For there being no other God but he alone, 
none else could have any right to their love and service, 
but he only whose nature is so excellent, that it requires 
the utmost we can do to testify our regard to him. This 
one of the Jewish writers hath admirably expressed in this 
manner ; "AVhosoever serves God out of love, he gives him- 
self to the study of his laws, and unto good works, &c. 
which excite him to love God with the most flagrant affec- 
tion; not for the sake of any thing in this world, nor for 
the fear of any evil ; but he serves God truly, because he 
is the truth, and the chiefest good, that he may be. admitted 
to communion with him. And a man ought to love him 
with the most vehement and intense affection; so that he 
languish with love to him, jnst as a man that is in love with 
one he desires to make his wife: wheresoever he. is, at 
home or abroad, -when he eats and drinks, when he lies 
down .and rises up, he thinks of her. To which Solomon 
compares the love of the spouse, who saith, I am sick of 
love/ (Cant. ii. 5.) To this purpose, Baal Chasidim, men- 
tioned by Wagenseil, upon Sota, cap. 1 5. p. 611.. 

By the heart may be here meant the will, which is the 
original of all that a man doth (as the Jews speak), whether 
good or evil : by the soul, the affections (to which St. Mark 
adds the mind, i.e. the understanding, or rational faculty); 
and by might or strength, is meant the power of the body for 
action ; which four all together make up the whole man. 
And the word all added to each of these, doth not exclude" 
all other things from any share in our thoughts and affec- 
tions, but only from ah equal interest in them. The love 
of God ought to be superior, and direct all our other mo- 
tions to serve him, as Maimonides expresses it in his pre- 
face to Pirke Avoth. 

Ver. 7. And thou shalt teacji them diligently unto thy 
children.'] In the Hebrew the words are (as our margin. ob- 
serves), shall whet or sharpen them: .signifying, .as some 
think, that they should endeavour to make them pierce 
their hearts. But De Dieu rather thinks it signifies beat 
theminto them, as things are hammered on an anvil with 
repeated strokes. Which the famous Bochartus doth not 
so 'well approve ; who observes, that the word sanan, 
which in Arabic' signifies, in the first-place, to sharpen or 
whet, signifies also exquisite docere, Sec. to teach exqidsitely; 
so that he who is taught be made thereby more acute and 
perspicacious. Which is the intention he thinks of the He- 
brew word here, lib. ii. Canaan, cap. 17. However it bo, 
expounded, it imports the diligence they should use (as 
we translate it), to instil this principle into their children's 
minds, that there' is but one God ; and to work in them a 
fear and love of -his Divine Majesty. To that which goes 
before (vcr. 4 — 6.) these words have a particular respect. 
By which it appears, that Moses thought his law was so 
plain, that every father might be able to instruct his sons 
in it, and every mother her daughters. 

And thou shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine 
house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou 
tiest down, and when thou risest up.] As much as to say, 
they should take all occasions to inculcate this great thing, 
at home and abroad, night and. day; never ceasing their 
most earnest endeavours, to persuade their children not to 
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worship any other God; nor to 
their God with sincere affection. 

The Jews have made from hence one of their affirmative 
precepts, that twice a day, at least, they should recite these 
words, Hear, O Israel, Sac. which is a very dilute sense of 
this precept: wherein Moses requires not merely their 
saying these words (in which there might be a great deal of 
superstition), but taking all opportunities to imprint them 
upon the minds and hearts of their children. 

Ver. 8. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine 
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.] Just 
thus he commauds them to preserve the memory of their 
deliverance out of the land of Egypt, almost in the same 
words: see Exod. xiii. 9. 1G. where this is sufficiently ex- 
plained. And it appears to be a proverbial speech from 
Isa. xlix. 1G. There are some learned men, indeed, who 
take these words literally, notwithstanding St. Jerome hath 
delivered his opinion to the contrary, that there is no com- 
mand for phylacteries, which are grounded upon these 
wc>rds, particularly Jos. Scaliger, in his Elench. Trihacres. 
Nic. Serarii, cap. 7, 8. where he thinks God gave this com- 
mand to the Israelites, to prevent their following the rites 
of other nations, who armed themselves against dangers 
with superstitious amulets in their foreheads; which the 
Egyptians, he thinks, called totaphot. But since, neither 
here nor in Exodus, there arc any such words as thou shalt 
make thee frontlets, but Moses only saith the things that he 
is speaking of shall be for frontlets between their, eyes, L 
take it not to be meant literally ; though it is likely they in- 
tended well who so understood it: for our blessed Saviour 
doth not seem to reprove the Jews for wearing phylacteries, 
but for their ostentation, in making them broader than 
ordinary. 

Ver. 9. And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy 
house, and on thy gates.] This looks more like a literal 
command than the former; and it might have been very 
useful to them, when they went in and out of their house, 
to read these words, Hear, O Israel, the Lord thy God is 
one Lord, &c. But the Jews are too scrupulous about the. 
words they should write, and upon what part of the posts 
and gates they were to put them, &c. as Mr. Selden ob- 
serves, (lib. iii. de Synedr. cap. 13. n. 2.) Though, after all, 
it may be, this was not intended, but only that they should 
never let this principle slip out of their mind, but think of 
it when they went out and came in, as well as when they 
were in their houses, and by the way; when they rose up, 
and. when they lay down. Yet it must be observed, that 
other nations used to write their laws upon their gates, as 
Huetius notes in his Demonstratio Evangelica, (p. 58.) 
which, it is likely, they did in imitation of the Jews, who, 
to this day, have written in a parchment these words from 
ver. 4. to the end of this verse, (with that other passage, 
chap. xi. from ver. 13. to ver. 20.) which they roll up, and 
writing on it the name of Shaddai, put it into a piece of 
cane, or. other hollow wood, and fasten it to the doors of 
their houses, and of each particular room in them; and, as 
often as they go in and out, they make it a part of their de- 
votion to touch this parchment, and kiss it; asLcoModena 
tells us, in his History of the Jews, par. i. cap. 2. 
, Ver. 10. And it shall be, when the Lord thy God shall 
have brought thee into the land, which he sivare, &c] Of 
this he speaks with the greatest assurance, there being no 



doubt to be made, that God would immediately give them 
possession of the good land promised to them. The only 
danger was, lest they should be thrown out of it for their 
disobedience. 

Great and goodly cities, which thou bulkiest not.] For 
they did not lay all waste, as they did Jericho (for which 
there was a particular reason), but dwelt in them, after 
they had destroyed the inhabitants. 

Ver. 11. And houses full of all good things, which thou 
fittest not, &c.] In this, and what follows in the rest of the 
verse, he sets forth the great bounty of God to them ; who 
intended to enrich them with all manner of good things, 
without any labour of their own to purchase them. 

Ver. 12. Then beware lest thou forget the Lord which 
brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, &c] In pros-* 
perity we are too prone to forget our benefactors. 

Ver. 13. Thou shalt fear the Lord thy God, and serve 
him.] Preserve an awful sense of him in thy mind, and be 
constant in his worship and service; which was never 
more necessary, than when they enjoyed so many blessings 
from him. 

And shalt swear by his name.] When there was any need 
for it: as iu making covenants with their neighbours, or in 
bearing their testimony before a judge, they were to swear 
only by the name of God, not by any idol, nor by the heaven, 
or the earth, or any thing therein; for they can bear wit- 
ness to nothing. (See Josh, xxiii. 7, 8.) Nor was it lawful, 
as Maimonides observes (in his treatise called Shcbuoth), 
to join any other thing with the name of God. But it was 
all one, whether a man sware by the proper name of God, 
or by any of his attributes; as, by the name of Him who io* 
merciful, or gracious, or long-suffering, &c. for this is a 
perfect oath. (See Selden, lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 11. n. 2. 
and see n. 7. concerning other oaths.) 

Ver. 14. Ye shall not go after other gods, of the gods 
of the people which are round about you.] This shews that 
his intention in this chapter is, to press upoi: them the 
observation of the first commandment, which our Saviour 
justly calls the great commandment. 

Ver. 15. For the Lord thy God is a jealous God.] See* 
Exod. xx. 5. Exod.xxxiv. 14. 

Among you.'] In the Hebrew, in the midst of you ; to 
observe all you do, though never so secretly. 

Lest the anger of the Lord thy God be kindled against 
thee, and destroy thee from off the face of the earth.] For 
this was the most provoking, of all other sins: and there- 
fore we never read either in the law, or in the prophets, 
the word diaron (i. e. fury), or aph (anger X or caas (in- 
dignation), or kinah (jealousy), ascribed unto God, but 
when mention is made of idolatry. So Maimonides ob- 
serves, More Nevoch. par. i. cap. 3G. 

Ver. 16. Ye shall not tempt the Lord your God, as you 
tempted him in Afassah.] Never distrust God's good pro- 
vidence, nor murmur against him in any distress : for this 
was the temptation at Massah, (Exod. xvii. 2 — 7.) 

Ver. 17. You shall diligently keep the commandments^of 
the Lord your God, and his testimonies, and his statutes, 
ivhich he hath commanded thee.] As if he had said, I can- 
not too often press this upon you ; nor can you uso too 
great care in this matter. 

Ver. 18. And thou shalt do that which is right and good 
in the sight of the Lord, that it may be well with thee.] As 
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they loved themselves, he charges them not to follow their 
oym desires (which is called doing that which is good in 
their own eyes), but govern themselves by his holy will. 

And that thou mayest go in and possess the good land.] 
Or rather, after thou hast gone in, and possessed the good 
land which the Lord sware unto thy fathers : for there was 
no doubt of their going in; but only of their behaviour 
there, after they were made so happy, ver. 10 — 12. 

Ver. 19. To cast out all thine enemies from before thee, 
as the Lord haih spoken.'] flte seems particularly to charge 
them to drive out the people of Canaan, as God hath com- 
manded, (Numb, xxxiii. 32.) For otherwise they would 
tempt them to forget this great principle of their religion, 
that. the God of Israel was the only God, and entice them 
to serve their idols, (ver. 14.) 

Ver f 20. And when thy son asketh thee in time to come, 
saying, What mean the testimonies, and the statutes, and 
the judgments, which the Lord our God hath commanded 
you?] "Abarbinel' thinks, that their posterity, in future 
ages, might observe three sorts of precepts in the law, 
viz. testimonies, which in Hebrew are called eduth, which 
were such constitutions as bear witness of some great 
thing God had done for them, and preserved the memory 
thereof; such was the Passover. And then, secondly, 
there were chukkim (statutes), which are such precepts the 
reason of which is unkno t wri. And, thirdly, mischpatim 
(judgments); which are such, whose reason is evident. 
Now they might desire to know the reason why such 
several laws were given; and he thinks Moses teaches 
them to give a distinct answer to their children about each 
of these., ; . : 

Ver* 21. Then thouslialt say unto thy son, We were Pha~ , 
raoKs bondmen in Egypt, and the Lord brought ns out of 
Egypt with a mighty hand.] As if he had said, tell them 
the reason why he gave us the first sort of precepts, par- 
ticularly that about the Passover, was, because we were 
slaves, and God brought us a state of liberty;, which he 
would have always thankfully remembered, by the obser- 
vation of that feast which testified what God wrought for 
us by his poAver alone. The like may be said of. the;other. 
two great festivals, which .were to preserve the memory of 
such-like benefits. . . 

Ver. 22. And the Lord shewed signs and wonders, great' 
and sore, upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and all his household, 
&c] Particularly slew all their first-born, and spared those . 
of the Israelites : the memory of which he ordered to, be pre- 
served, by giving their first-born unto him, (Exod. xiii.) 

Ver. 23. And he brought us out from thence, that he , 
might bring us in, to give us the land which he sware to our 
fathers.] This is .the. reason, Abarbinel fancies, of giving 
them the judgments beforementioned: .God brought us out, 
saith he, to place us jn this good land, and settle us here 
under a government of our own. Now civil-society can- 
not be preserved without just judgments: and therefore, 
that we might live in good order, God gave us these poli- 
tical laws. . . 

Ver.*24. And the Lord commanded us to do all these 
statutes, to fear the Lord our God.] As for the third sort, 
which are statutes, give your children this answer: that 
though wc do not know the reason of them, yet the benefit 
of them is manifest; for theylead us to the fear of God. 
And nothing is so much for our good as that, both for the 
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eternal good. of our souls, and for the long life of our 
bodies. So he interprets the last words of this verse; and 
so doth Maimonides. 

For our good always, that he may preserve tts alive, as it is 
at this day.] The first words in the Hebrew are, that it 
may be well with us all our days; or, more literally, for 
good to us all our days: that is, say our rabbins, (they are 
the words of Maimonides, par. iii. More Nevochim, cap. 27. 
where he repeats what I observed before upon iv. 40.) 
That it may be well with us in that world which is wholly 
good; and our days may be prolonged in that world which 
is wholly long ; or, in short, that thou mayest come into 
the world which is good and long, which is a perpetual 
subsistence. As for the last words, they belong, he thinks, 
to their corporeal subsistence here, which endures but for 
a time ; and therefore he saith, As at this day; to shew he 
speaks of the present world, wherein they should live hap- 
pily by observing his laws. 

Ver. 25. And it shall be our* righteousness, if we observe 
to do all these commandments.] Their children might say, 
If there be such benefits in observing the statutes, which 
lead to the fear of God, and to happiness hereafter, what 
need we trouble ourselves about the other two? Unto 
which, Abarbinel imagines, they are taught to give this an- 
swer, It is our righteousness, if we observe to do all these 
commandments ; i. e. We cannot be righteous before God, 
if they have not respect to all his precepts, whether testi- 
monies, statutes, or judgments, which are all comprehended 
in this word mitzvoth, or commandments. This is some- 
thing nice and curious, but there is a great deal of truth in it.^ 

The word righteousness also, it must be acknowledged, 
often comprehends mercy in it: and thus the LXX. andi 
the Vulgar Latin here understand it. And to take in this 
sense, these words may be thus expounded: If we observe 
to do all these commandments, God will account us a : 
righteous people, and be kind to us. 

Before the Lord our God, as he hath commanded us.] 
Having a sincere respect to God in all that we do. 



GHAP. VII. 

Ver.l. rr HEN the Lord thy God shall bring thee into 
tJte land whither thou goest to possess i7.]-That is, when he 
had put them into possession of it. 

And hath cast out many nations before thee, the Hittites, 
and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Canaanites, 
and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, &c] 
There were ten nations inhabited in this country in the days 
of Abraham: but three of them were cither worn out' since 
that time, or, being but a small people, were incorporated . 
with the rest: for the Kenites and the Kcnezitcs (see Gen. 
xv. .19.) are not mentioned after that time, and the Re- 
phaim possessed but a little part of Canaan, the great 
body of them being in Bashan, on this side Jordan, where 
Moses now was : (see upon Gen. xv. 19.) 

Sevennations greater andmightier than thou.] The Amor- 
ites alone seem to have been mightier than the Israelites 
(for there were no less than five kings of them, that dwelt 
in the mountains, Josh. x. 5, G. besides those in other^ 
parts), and therefore all the seven nations were much su- 
perior to them in strength. • 
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Ver, 2. And when the Lord thy God shall deliver them 
before thee, thou shalt smite them, and utterly destroy them, 
&c] He still pursues his intention, to preserve in them a 
due care to observe the first commandment, of which he 
began to treat in the foregoing chapter : for that is the 
reason why they were to destroy these seven nations, that 
they might not be in danger to be seduced by them to serve 
other gods,, (ver. 1.) But whether they were not first to 
offer them terjns of peace, according to the directions in 
the twentieth chapter, of this book, is a question which I 
have endeavoured to resolve, in another place, upon Exod. 
xxiii. 33. Certain it is, that if they refused their offers, 
there was the greater reason to be severe to them : and 
without offering them any terms, God might in justice 
order thb Israelites to destroy them: for every king hath 
power in his- f dominions to cut off evil-doers; and therefore 
much more the King of kings: who might order whom 
he pleased (as other kings do) to be executioners in his 
vengeance upon these seven nations, for their abominable 
idolatries, beastly lusts, and horrid cruelties, and other 
such-like sins, of which they.w r erc guilty. 

This was a. thing of such moment, that God ordered 
Moses to give them this charge some time ago, (Numb. 
xxxiii. 52.) which he now renews. 

Thou slialt make no covenant with them.'] To suffer them 
to live with them, in the same country, (Exod. xxxiv. 12.) 
. Nor shew mercy to them.] For that had been cruelty to 
themselves and their posterity, to spare such incurable, 
idolaters. How far the Talmudists, extend this, see in 
Dionys. Vossius, upon Maimonidcs's, treatise of Idolatry, 
p. 139. and Maimonides himself, in the following para- 
graphs, 4— G. ' . 

Ver. 3. Neither sha.lt thou make marriages with them: 
thy daughters thou shalt not give to his sons ; nor his 
daughters shalt thou take to thy sons.] Sec Exod. xxxiv. 
15. Some of the Jews think they might marry with them, 
if they became proselytes of justice (as they called those 
who received circumcision,, aud undertook to observe the 
whole law) ; and that they might think this was not lawful, 
yet think that they might marry with the children of such 
proselytes : (sec Scldcn, lib. v. do Jure Nat. et Gent. &c. 
cap. 14, 15.) And the Talmudists say, this law did not ex- 
tend to proselytes, who might marry with any of those 
nations, as he shews there, cap. 18. 

Ver. 4. For they will turn away thy sons from following 
me, that they may serve other gods, See.]. There was great 
danger, if they loved their wives, that they might draw 
them to their idolatry ; in which they were so rooted^ that 
there was little hope of converting them to the true reli- 
gion. Therefore this is opposed to the love of the Lord 
their God; for the preserving of which in their hearts 
they are forbidden such marriages, (Josh, xxiii. 11, 12.) 
And indeed it was but a piece of natural equity,, that they 
should abstain from such familiarity with those who would 
certainly undo them. Which made Abraham, before this 
law, charge his son Isaac,, not to take a wife from among 
the Canaanitcs ; and the same care was taken of Jacob. 
And when this law of Moses w f as abolished, tho apostle 
warns Christians, themselves agaiust such unequal matches, 
(2 Cor. vi. 14.) The danger of . which David had noted, 
Psal. cvi. 35, 3G. " So will the anger of the Lord be kin- 
dled against you/' &c. (See vi. 15.) 



Ver. 5." But thus shall ye deal with them.] Or, therefore 
thus shall ye deal xvith them ; that is, to prevent the foro- 
mentioned mischief, he orders them to leave no relic of 
their idolatry remaining. 

Ye shall destroy their altars.] The very same precept, 
Exod. xxxiv. 13. 

* And break down their images.] The very same words 
with these are in Exod. xxiii. 24. (only there it is. said, 
quite break dotvn), and in Exod. xxxiv. 13. 

And cut down their groves.] There is the same mention 
of aslierim (which we translate groves) in the placo last 
named; only another word for cut down (see there); 
But Mr. Sclden, both there and here, understands by 
asherim, wooden images of Astarte, a great goddesswOr- 
shipped in that country : for which; among other reasons, 
he gives this, that Gideon is said to have thrown down tho 
altar of Baal, and cut down the grove that tvas by it. So we 
translate it, Judg. vi. 25. 28. where, in the Hebrew", the 
last word is alau, which signifies upon it, and not by it: 
and so the LXX. 'Ett' air^n And therefore the asherah, 
which is said to be upon the altar, must* not signify a 
grove, but an image; and none more likely than that of 
Astarte. (See de Diis Syris Syntagm. ii, cap. 2. and 
2 Kings xxiii. G, 7.) 

And burn their graven images with fire.] As he was com- 
manded to destroy their molten images, (Numb, xxxiii. 52.) 
that so no sort of image, nor any monument of their worship, 
might be left in the country, but all so entirely abolished, 
that they might have no incentive to idolatry. This was 
the work of the supreme governor, as Grotius prudently 
observes : for though out of private places it belonged to 
the lord of the place," or* if he were negligent, to the king, 
to remove idols,* yet none but the supreme power might 
remove them out o*f public places, or such persons who 
were delegated thereby to that office. (See L. de Imper. 
Sum. Potest, circa Sacra, cap. 8. sect. 3.) 

-Ver. G. For thou art a holy people unto the Lord thy 
God.] This is an argument frequently used, particularly in 
the book of Leviticus, why they should cleave to God 
alone ; because he had separated them to himself by many 
peculiar laws, w r hich no other people had but they. (Levit. 
xi. 44, 45. xix. 2. xx. 7. 2G.) 

The Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people 
unto himself, above all people that arc upon the face of the 
earth.] As he had distinguishedthem from all other people 
by peculiar laws, so by special favours and singular privi- 
leges which no other nation whatsoever enjoyed. (See Exod. 
xix. 5, G.) Some interpret the Avords special people, to sig- 
nify that they belonged to none but him; and he had no 
other people but they; whom he had espoused to himself. 
From whence it is, that, as the Israelites arc called God's 
people, so that country is called his laiid, (Psal. Ixxxv. 1.) 
for there he dwelt by his special presence. And the king 
of that country is called God's king, (Psal. xviii. 50.) and 
he is said to sit on God's throne; and to be Melech le Je- 
hovah, king for the Lord, (2Chron. ix. 8.) and the king- 
dom is called the kingdom of the Lord t (xiii. 8.) and there- 
fore with this argument Asa addresses himself to God in 
the nc*t chapter, (xiv. 11.) for help in time of distress, be- 
cause hewas their God; and would not, ho hoped, lot their 
enemies prevail against himself And accordingly these 
enemies arc said to be " destroyed before the Lord, and 
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before his host," (ver. 13.) Jehoshaphat also exhorts the 
judges in that book to great caution, (2 Chron. xix. 6.) 
because they judged not for man, but for the Lord. And 
the prophet exhorts, in the following chapter, (xx'« 15.) not 
to be afraid of a mighty host whicli eaine against him, be- 
cause the battleis not yours, but God's; the cause in which 
they fought being his, more than their own. 

Ver. 7. The Lord did not set his love upon you, nor choose 
you.] To be his special people, as he calls them in the 
foregoing verse. 'a ; 

Because ye were morein number than any people; for ye 
were the fewest of all people.'] When God declared his love 
first, to Abraham and his posterity he had no child, Gen. 
xii; 1 — 3. xv. 1, 2.. And when he had, his family continued 
so small, after there were twelve heirs of the promise, that 
in the space of two hundred years they were but seventy 
persons, (Gen. xlvi. 27.) Nor do we read of any great in- 
crease of them till after the death of Joseph, which was 
near fourscore years more, (Exod. i. 7, 8, &c.) So St. 
Stephen observes, Acts vii. 17. " When" the time of the pro- 
mise drew nigh, which God had sworn to Abraham, the 
people grew and multiplied in Egypt." , 

Ver. .8. But becaiise the Lord loved you.] Because it was 
his good pleasure to single them out from; all other people, 
to receive special tokens of his favour to them. 

And because he would keep the oath] which he had stvorn 
unto % y our fathers, hath the Lord brought you out tvith a 
mighty, hand, &c] Not for any desert of theirs; but to 
make good his promise confirmed with an oath, did he 
work, their wonderful deliverance out of Egypt, (Gen. xv. 
13, 14. xxii. 1G, See.) 

. Ver. 9. Know therefore tliat (he Lord thy God, he is God.] 
He exhorts them therefore to preserve this sense in their 
mind, tbat their God is the only God. 

The faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy tvith 
them that love him, and keep his commandments, &e.j Who 
will not only faithfully keep his word and make good his 
promises, but do abundantly more than he hath promised 
to those that cleave unto him alone, and serve no other 
God: for it appears by the second commandment, that is 
peculiarly meant by loving him. 
, To a thousand generations.] See Exod. xx. G. 

Ver. 10. And repay them that hate him.] Punish all idol- 
aters,* who are peculiarly called haters of God, as I have 
often.observed. (See Exod. xx. 5.) 

To their face.] They themselves should live to see and 
feel the punishment of their idolatry. So the Chaldce pa-" 
raphrases it, Bacajehon, m their life. 
• lie ivill not be slack to him that hateth him, he will repay 
him to his face.] Though he do not punish him imme- 
diately, yet he will not defer it long, but be avenged of 
him before he die. Therefore, when he threatens to punish 
them to the third and fourth generation, the meaning is not 
that he will only punish their posterity, but them with 
their posterity; whom they shall see. destroyed before their 
face. For the fourth generation{as Maimonides observes) 
is as much as the oldest men commonly livo to sec. I ;, ; . 

Ver. 11. Thou shall therefore keep the -commandments, 
ami the statutes, and the judgments, which I command thee 
this day, to do them.] All the laws of God, (see vi. 1.) es-f 
peeially this groat commandment, to have no other God 
but him., ,,. w % ; ; 
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• Ver. 12. Wherefore it shall come to jiass, if ye hearken to 
th&se judgments, and keep and do them, that the Lord thy 
God shall keep unto thee the covenant and mercy which he 
sware unto thy fathers.] As faithfully fulfil his promises to 
them, as he did to their fathers. 

Ver. 13. And he will love tiiee.] Continue his love to them. 

And bless thee, and multiply thee.] This was the great- 
promise made to their fathers, that he would make their 
posterity as numerous as the stars of heaven, andthe dust 4 
of the earth, (Gen. xv. 5. xxii. 17. xxviii*. 14.) 

He will also bless the fruit of thy ivomb.] Preserve them 
from miscarrying, that so they might multiply. 

And the fruit of thy land, thy corn, and thy wine, and 
thine oiL] By giving them rain in due season, &q. • (See 
Lev. xxvi. 4, 5.) * - 

The increase of thy kind.] The Hebrew word segar, which 
we translate increase, the LXX. Vulgar, and Syriac, render : 
the herds. But Onkelos and Jonathan translate it as we 
do, the young ones which the mothers bring forth. (Sec 
Bochart. par. i. Hicrozoicon, lib. ii. cap. 30.) 

And the flocks of thy sheep.] The Hebrew word ashtaroth 
comprehends flocks both of sheep and of greater cattle^ as 
the same Bochart observes, par. i. Hieroz. lib. iii. cap. 43. 
and in his Canaan, lib. ii. cap. 2. where he observes,* that- 
the goddess Astarte, in those countries, was thought tor 
preside over flocks of sheep and herds of oxen. 

Ver. 14. And thou shall be blessed above all people.] He 
promises to make them as singular for his favours, as- they 
were in their laws and manner of living. 

There shall not be male- or female barren among you, or '. 
among your cattle.] See Exod. xxiii. 2G. 

Ver. 15. And the Lord tvill take away from thee all sick- 
ness.] Or remove from them the common diseases and in-- 
firmities of mankind ; so that they should die in a good old 
age (as the Scripture speaks); which tended manifestly to 
their increase and multiplication. ■ • 

And tvill put none of the evil diseases of Egypt (ivhich 
thou knowest) upon thee.] Neither those blotches or biles 
which God, by an immediate hand; smote them withal, - 
(Exod. ix. 9. xv. 26.) nor any other which they in -that* 
country were subject unto, peculiarly their filthy ulcers,- 
called Egyptiaca and Syriaca, as Casaubon observes upon 
Persius, Sat. v. p. 4G7. with which the priests of Isis were 
wont to threaten and terrify poor people, if they did not 
worship her. In opposition to which our very learned Dr. 
Spencer thinks God made -this- special promise to his- 
people, to preserve them from all such evil diseases, if they 
kopt themselves pure from that Egyptian idolatry. Which' 
is very, ingenious, if the worship of lsis was so ancient as 
the days of Moses* (See lib. i. de Lcgibus Hebr. Ritual.* 
cap. 3.) 

And ivill lay them upon all them that hate thee.] And- 
thereby disable them to hurt his people. • , 

Ver. 10. And thou shall consume all the people, u?hich m 
the Lord thy God shall deliver thee.] Utterly destroy all the 
people of Canaan, when they had conquered them/ as he 
commanded them before, ver. 7. 

Thine eyes shall have no pity upon them.] The reason of 
this severity was, because of their abominable wickedness, 
as I there observed. 

Neither shall thou sewe their gods, for that will be a snare 
junto th$e.] In the Hebrew, and thou shall not serve their 
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gods, &c. This severity was used to prevent their being 
enticed by them to their idolatry, if they had suffered thein 
to live among thein. 

Ver. 17- If thou shalt say in thine heart, These nations 
are more than I; how shall I dispossess them?] If such a 
diffidence began to arise in their hearts, as possessed their 
forefathers, (Numb, xiv.) 

. Ver. 18. Thou slialt not be afraid of them, but shalt well 
remember tvhat the Lord thy God did unto Pharaoh, and 
unto all Egypt J] He requires them immediately to expel all 
fear by faith in God ; which the remembrance of what God 
had done for them, if seriously reflected on, might well 
work in them. 

Ver. 19. TJie great temptations which thine eyessaw, and 
the signs, and the wonders, and the mighty hand, &c.] Of 
all these he had put them in mind before, (iv. 34.) and now 
renews the remembrance of it, that the experience they had 
of God's power and goodness might banish all fear out of 
their hearts. 

Ver. 20. Moreover, the Lord thy God ivill send the hornet 
among them.] Raise up enemies which they think not of to 
infest them, that is, unusual swarms of hornets, and of an 
unusual bigness, it is like, which came like an army upon 
them. (See Exod. xxiii. 28.) 

Until they that are left, and hide themselves from thee, 
be destroyed.] Which should pursue those that fled from 
the Israelites, and sting them to death in their lurking- 
holes. 

Ver. 21. Thou shalt not be affrighted at them.] Let all 
this inspire you with courage. 

For the Lord thy God is among you, a mighty God, and 
a terrible.] The Sovereign of the world, of whose goodness 
you have had such long experience, dwells among you, 
and conducts and leads you, wheresoever you go : and who 
can stand before him? (See Exod. xvii. 7.) 

Ver. 22. And the Lord thy God will put out thesenations 
before thee, by little and little: thou ?nayest not consume 
them at once, lest the beasts of the field increase upon thee.'] 
Be not discouraged, though they be* not destroyed all at 
once: there is great reason against that, concerning which 
see Exod. xxiii. 21. where this verso is explained. 

Ver. 23. But the Lord thy God shall deliver them unto 
thee, and shall destroy them with a mighty destruction, 
until they be destroyed.] In time he will deliver them all up 
into thy hand ; and thou shalt so overpower them, as to 
leave none of them remaining. 

Ver. 24. And he sliall deliver their Icings into thy hand.] 
As he did, we read in the book of Joshua, xii. 7—9, &c. 
where thirty-one kings are enumerated, who were conquered 
by him. 

And thou shalt destroy their name from under heaven.] 
There shall no memory, of so much as the names of such 
men, be left any where. 

There shall 7io man be able to stand before thee until thou 
have destroyed them.] The kings and great men of the 
country being destroyed, their victory was easier over 
the rest. 

■ Ver. 2o. The [graven images of tlieir gods shalt ye bum 

with fire.] This he had required before, ver. 5. but mentions 

► it again, to let them know, that if they did not perform their 

part of the covenant (of which* this was the chief), God 

would not destroy the inhabitants of Canaan totally. As 



we find he did not, Judg. ii. 2, 3. and for this very reason, 
as Joshua had told them, xxiii. 12, 13. 

Thou shalt not desire the silver and gold that is upon 
them.] The Jews are too nice and curious who expound 
this only of the gold and silver clothes, or the chains, or 
other jewels of gold and silver, wherewith their images 
were adorned ; because ho saith, upon them. There is no 
reason to doubt but he means, that they should be de- 
stroyed, if they were entirely made of massy gold and sil- 
ver; which they were not to convert to their own use: for 
thus Moses did with the golden calf, Exod. xxxii. 20. and 
Jacob in ancienter time buried all the strange gods, as well 
as the ear-rings that were in their ears, (Gen. xxxv. 4.) 
And Josiah, in future ages, burnt every thing that had been 
employed to idolatry, even the vessels that were made for 
Baal; as well as the images, &c. and stamped them to 
powder, (2 Kings xxiii. 4. G. 14, 15.) . 

Nor take it unto thee, lest thou be snared therein.] Be 
drawn into a conceit, that there was something sacred in it, 
and so tempted to worship it. 

For it is an abomination to the Lord thy God.] What- 
soever hath been employed fo such idolatrous worship, is 
so detestable unto the Divine Majesty, that he will not 
have it converted to any ordinary and common use, but ut- 
terly destroyed.* 

Ver. 26. Neither shalt thou bring an abomination into 
thy house.] And therefore he requires them not to bring 
any of that silver and gold which had belonged to those 
idols (which he calls an abomination) into their houses, to 
be employed unto any private use whatsoever: so the 
Jews understand these words, having made from hence one 
of their affirmative precepts: that no man should seek the 
least profit or benefit from any thing appertaining to an idol. 

Lest thou be a cursed thing like it.] Every thing that \vas 
idolatrous was a cherem, devoted to destruction, as he saith 
in the last words, it is a cursed thing, which no man might 
meddle withal, (xiii.17.) If he did, he became an accursed 
thing, i. e. was devoted to destruction, as the thing itself 
was. This was apparent afterward in the example' of 
Achan, (Josh, vii.) who took a wedge of gold and a Bab}'- 
lonish garment for his own private use, when it had been 
made a cherem by God's express command, (Josh. vi. 17.) 
and therefore was stoned to death. 

But thou shalt utterly detest it, and thou shalt utterly 
abhor it.] Not only look upon- it as useless and unprofit- 
able, but as hateful and execrable in the highest degree, 
and therefore to be entirely destroyed. All this tended to 
their preservation in th6 true religion; which taught them 
to have every thing contrary to it in the utmost detestation: 
insomuch, (as Maimonidcs interprets this precept, in -his 
More Nevochim, par.- iii. cap. 37.) that if any man broke 
< such images, or melted them down, and then sold the silver 
and gold, he committed an abomination; and the price of 
this being mingled with his other riches, proved the rust of 
them all. This he thinks is the meaning df bringing an 
abomination into their house. Which was so far from bring- 
ing a blessing (as the heathen imagined), that it brought a 
s curse upon all that they had*. 

The Jews were so sensible of all this, after they had se- 
verely smarted for their idolatry, that they thought ifrun- 
lawful to use any vessel that had been employed in sacri- 
ficing to a false god;. nay, to warm themselves with the 
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wood of a grove that was cut down; or to sit under the 
shadow of it, for coolness' sake, while it was standing; or 
so much as to use the ashes of the wood that were left after 
the grove was burnt. (See Selden, lib. ii. de Jure Nat. et 
Gent juxta Discipl. Heb. cap. 7. p. 215, 216, &c.) 



CHAP. VIIL 

Ver. 1. JjlLL the commandments which J command thee 
this day shall ye observe to do.] He seems still to press 
them to have a special care to observe the ten command- 
ments, and especially the first of them, (vi. 4 — 6.) For it 
appears by the latter end of this chapter that he hath a re- 
gard to that. 

Tliat ye may live.'] -Long and happily: for life, every one 
knows, frequently signifies all the comforts of life, as death 
signifies all manner of miseries. 

And multiply.] Which is the effect of a long and happy 
life. 

And go in and possess the land, &c. or, after ye go in and 
possess the land, which the Lord sware tmto your fathers.] 
Seevi.18. 

Ver. 2. And thou shall remember all the way which the 
Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness.] 
Whereby they were severely punished for the rebellion of 
their forefathers against him ; which should be an admoni- 
tion to them to be more dutiful. Others expound it of the 
care of God over them, in providing for them and pro- 
tecting them, as well as leading them by a glorious cloud 
all that time ; which doth well enough agree with what fol- 
lows. (Seeii.7.) 

To humble thee.] Or, to afflict thee with tedious wander- 
ings up and down, backward and forward, without any cer- 
tain dwelling-place. 

And prove thee.] To try whether they would be better, 
by being kept so long out of the good land promised unto 
them. 

And to know what tvas in thine heart, whether thou 
wouldest keep his commandment's, or no.] God knew per- 
fectly how they were disposed towards him ; but it was fit, 
that they should know themselves better, and posterity be 
instructed by their behaviour. 

Ver. 3. And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger.] 
He afflicted thee, by suffering thee to want bread to eat, 
(Exod. xvi.2, 3.) 

And fed thee with manna:] But it was that he mighthave 
an opportunity to make a bountiful provision for such a 
vast multitude of people, as were fed by him every day 
from heaven, and teach them to depend on his good pro- 
vidence. 

' Which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know.] 
Exod. xvi. 15. He made an unusual, as well as an unex- 
pected provision for them. 

That he might make thee knoiv that man doth not live by 
bread only.'] That it is not only our common food that pre- 
serves us. 

* But by every tvord that proceedeth out of the month of 
God doth man live.] But by any thing whatsoever (for so 
word often signifies) which God shall please to command 
to give us nourishment. This was a wonderful encourage- 
ment t<5 obedience, that God would rather work a miracle, 



than suffer them to want necessaries^ and by a light aerial 
sort of bread, give them as* great strength and vigour, as 
the most solid nourishment was wont to afford them. The 
remembrance of which could not but excite their posterity 
to love God, and serve him, if they often and seriously re- 
flected on it. 

Ver. 4. Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did 
thy foot swell, these forty years.] These were t%vo other 
wonderful benefits, which, if well considered, could not 
but incline them to be obedient to him, who multiplied 
miracles to nourish and strengthen their faith and hope in 
him. The Jews, to increase the miracle, say, their clothes 
enlarged as they grew bigger, from children to men; and 
so did their shoes also : but there was no need of this; for 
the clothes and shoes of those men that died might serve 
their children when they grew up to their stature. And it 
was sufficiently amazing, without such additions, that their 
clothes should not so much as decay, nor their feet, by so 
long travelling in hot and stony places, have the least 
swelling in them, or, as some translate it, grow callous. 
There are those that refer this last clause not to their feet, 
but to their shoes; according to what we read, xxix. 5. 

Ver. 5. Thou shall also consider in thine heart.] Often 
reflect and ponder. 

That as a man chasteneth his son, so the Lord thy God 
cJiasteneth thee.] All the afflictions which God had ,sent 
upon them, he would have them think, were not for their 
undoing, but for their amendment, and correcting what was 
amiss in them; and therefore ought to be thankfully ac- 
knowledged as well as his benefits. 

Ver. G. Tlierefore thou shalt keep the commandments of 
the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, and to fear him.] 
Howsoever therefore he dealt with them, it ought to have 
led them to obedience. In the repetition of this so often, 
Moses doth but practise his own lesson, which he had taught 
them, vi. 7. that they should teach these words diligently 
to their children, &c. 

Ver. 7. For the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good 
land.] Therefore there was the greater need they should' 
enter into it with the pious resolution beforementioned, to 
.fear God and walk in his ways. Otherwise, they would be 
in great danger to be corrupted by such plenty and variety 
of all good things as this land afforded. 

A land of brooks of water, of fountains, and depths that 
spring out of valleys and hills.] The Hebrew word tehom, 
which we translate deep, and in the plural number depths, 
signifies sometimes those great caverns of water that are 
within the ground, which were made by the plentiful rains, 
which God sent upon this country while they were obe- 
dient to him ; which both made it fruitful (though now 
barren), and abounding also with water for their cattle, 
(Psal. lxxviii. 15. Ezek. xxxi. 4.) But it is here commonly 
interpreted lakes, or wells of water. 

Ver. 8. A land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig- 
trees, and pomegranates.] Plentifully stored with all things 
necessary for the support and pleasure of life. 

A land of oil, olive, and honey.] The same word debits, 
which signifies honey, signifies also dates.. And so De Dieu 
thinks it most reasonable to translate it here, being joined 
with four other sorts of fruits; and. so Kimchi saith, tho 
ancient Jews expounded it in this place, and in 2 Chron. 
, xxxi. 5. where it is said, that Israel brought in abundance; 
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the first-fruits of corn, wine, oil, and honey, or dates, as we 
there translate it in tho margin. 

Ver. 9. A land wherein thou slialt eat bread without scarce- 
ness.'] Bo in no want of any sort of provision, which is com- 
prehended under the name of bread. 

Thou shalt not lack any thing in it.'] No other conveni- 
ences oflifc. 

Aland ivhose stones are iron, and out of whose hills tliou 
mayest dig brass.] Where there are useful minerals, as 
plentiful as stones are in other places. These are the ra- 
ther mentioned, because there were no such mines in 
Egypt, where they had long dwelt, and were stored with 
plenty of other things, (Numb. xi. 5.) 

Vcr. 10. mien thou hast eaten, and art full.] After a 
liberal mcaL 

Tlien thou shalt bless the Lord tjiy God for the good land 
xvJiichtie hath given thee.] Give solemn thanks to God, not 
only for that present repast, but for the plentiful provision 
he had made for them of all good things, in the land he had 
bestowed on them,. From this place the Jews have made 
it a general rule, or as they call it an affirmative precept, 
that every one bless God at theit meals, that is, as I <said, 
give him thanks for his benefits : for he blesses us when 
he bestows good things upon us; and we bless him when 
we thankfully acknowledge his goodness therein : which is 
a natural duty which we owe to the Fountain and Original 
of all good. 

Ver. II. Beware tluit thou forget not the Lord thy God, 
in not keeping his commandments, and his judgments, and 
his statutes', which I command thee this day,] He would 
have their thanksgiving for his benefits leave such a sense 
of God upon their minds, as should make them careful to 
yield him an entire obedience. 

Vcr. 12. Lest when thou hast eaten, and art full, and 
hast built goodly Jiouses, and dwelt therein.] Feasted in 
stately houses, Avherein they enjoyed their ease. 

Ver.' 13. And when thy herds and thy flocks are multi- 
plied, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all that 
tliou hast is multiplied.] Tho sense of these two verses is, 
when they had great abundance of all good things within 
doors and without. 

Yer. 14. Tlien thine heart be lifted up.] Which ijs an 
usual effect of great riches; as Euripides observes in that 
known saying of his, ff Yj3/w Si tIktu ttXovtoc, wealth breeds 
pride, scorn, and contempt of others. This Moses Kotzen- 
sis thought so great a sin, that he puts it among the nega- 
tive precepts; and pretends he was warned in a dream so 
to do, though Maimonidcs, and others, had omitted it. And 
when Jhe awaked, he. was confirmed in it, by reading a 
place in the Gemara upon Sota, (cap. 1,) which saith, 
wheresoever we find these words in Scripture, take heed 
lest, there is a prohibition, as there is, ver. 11. and here, to 
take heed of pride : for whosoever is proud, he shalt be 
brought low, as the Gemara there adds; which aro, in a 
manner, trje words of .our blessed Saviour, (St. Luke 
xviii. 14.) 

And thpu'forget the Lord thy God.] This jjs another 
common effect of large possessions, which make the own- 
ers of- than fall into sloth and luxury, and such forgetful- 
ness Qf the Donorof all good things, that they trust in un- 
certain riches (as the apostle speaks), and not in the living 
tGod, irnagining now they can never want; not because 



God is so good, but because they have such store of good 
things laid up for many years. 

Winch brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, and 
from the house of bondage.] No wonder if they forgot all 
his former benefits, when they were unthankful for the 
present. 

Vcr. 15. TFfco ted thee through that great and terrible 
wilderness.] See i. 19. 

Wlierein were fiery serpents.] Sec Numb. xxi. G. 

And scoipioris.] These aro commonly joined with ser- 
pents in Scripture, even in the New Testament, (Luke x. 
19. xi. 12, 13.) being found in the same places, especially 
in this desert of Arabia. 

Avd drought.] The Hebrew word tsimmaon signifies a 
dry place, as we translate it, Psal. cvii. 33. Isa. xxxv. 7. 
And that best agrees with what hero follows, where there 
was no water. 

IWio brought thee forth water out of a rock of flint.] 
From which one would have sooner expected lire than 
water, (Numb. xx. 11.) 

Wliofed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy 
fathers knew not.] Ver. 3. The great Salmasius, in a trea- 
tise on purpose about manna, hath said a great deal to # 
prove that the manna which God sent the Jews did not 
differ in its form or substance from that which commonly 
fell in those countries, and doth so at this day: but herein 
consisted the miracle, that he gave them in a prescribed 
measure, -and so abundantly, as to suffice such a vast num- 
ber ; and that every morning, in all seasons of the year. This 
made it a Divine manna; for the common fell only in small- 
quantities/ and not always, but at some times in the year.. 

That he might humble thee.] This word is commonly un- 
derstood of humbling by affliction • which may seem not to 
belong to manna; for that was a singular benefit, being an 
excellent nourishment, and of a delicious taste : but they, 
having nothing else besides this to live upon, were soon 
tired with it, (as we find Numb. xi. 6.) And much more 
did it seem an affliction to them, to live upon one thing 
alone for forty years together; and God intended by it to 
humble them, at tho same time that he was extraordinary 
kind to them. 

And that he might prove thee.] Whether they would be 
thankful that they were not starved, and submit to his wise 
providence, and obey his laws; which they had tho greater 
reason to observe, because it was evident they owed their 
Ycry life and being to him every moment: for without new 
supplies every day from heaven, they had been famished in 
that desolate wilderness. 

And do the good at thy latter end.] That in conclusion 
his kindness to them might be more thankfully received, 
and more safely enjoyed. So Maimonidcs expounds this 
passage, in his Jtfore Nevoohim, (par. iii, cap. 24.) " God 
was pleased to accustom them to labour in the wilderness, 
that he might increase their happiness when they came into 
the land .of Canaan. For this is certain, a transition from 
labour to rest is far SM'ccter than cpntinual rest. Nor could 
they so easily have subdued the land, and overcome the 
inhabitants of it,unless they had endured some hardship in 
tho wilderness. For rest and idleness take away men's cou- 
rage; but labour and hard fare augments it. And this is 
the good (saith he) yrhich was in the issue to redound to 
them by this wise dispensation of God's providence." 
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Ver. 17. And thou shall say in thine heart, My power, 
and the might of my hand, hath gotten me this wealth.'] Such 
Yain conceits are apt to arise in men's minds, if they pre- 
serve not a sense of God, and of all his mercies to them. * 

Ver. 18. But thou shall remember the Lord thy God; 
for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth.] Continu- 
ally call to mind that they owed all they had, and the in- 
crease of it, to .his almighty providence; without whom 
they could never have gotten possession of this land, nor 
have prospered Ih it. 

That he may establish his covenant which he sware unto 
thy fathers, &c] He would have them sensible of their own 
tinworthiness also (which would make them more grateful 
to him) of all the blessings God had bestowed on them, 
and acknowledge them to his mere goodness, and fidelity 
to his promises; for they had been a murmuring and rebel- 
lious people. 

* Ver. 19. And it shall be, iftliou do at all forget the Lord 
tliy God.] Luxury and pride (the usual effects of fulness) 
naturally made them unthankful and unmindful of God: and 
neglect of God's service made them easily fall to idolatry. 

And walk after other gods, and worship and serve them.] 
The two last expressions are the explication of the first; 
for then they walked after the idols of the people (as On- 
kelos paraphrases it), when they worshipped and adored 
them. If is evident, by this, that the drift of Moses, in all 
this discourse, is (as I observed before) to press upon them 
the first and great commandment; 

I testify against you this dayytJiat ye shall utterly perish.] 
Sec iv. 26. v * v - 

Ver. 20. As the nations which the Lord destroy eth- before 
your face.] He speaks in the present tense, because he was 
about to destroy them: and when he began, he destroyed 
them by little and little, (vii. 22.) and there were still more 
to be destroyed. 

So shallye'perish, because ye would not be obedient to the 
voice of the Ij)rd your God.] It -was but just that they 
should perish as those nations did, because they fell into 
their siri. x • 

CHAP. IX. 

Ver. 1. JljLEAR, O Israel.] He begins a new exhortation 
to them, at some distance of time from the former, but still 
aiming at the same thing, to represent to them the danger 
of idolatry. 

Thou art to pass over Jordan this day.] That is, shortly, 
not long hence; for it cannot be meant precisely: all these 
tilings being spoken in the eleventh month of the last year 
of their travels, and they passed not over Jordan till the 
first month of the next year. Between which and this time 
Moses died, and they mourned a whole month for him. 

To go in to possess nations.] A country inhabited by 
nations; for the people themselves they were to destroy. 

Greater and mightier than thyself] Whom notwithstand- 
ing God would deliver up into their hands. 

Cities great, and fenced up to heaven.] As the spies had 
represented them, (i. 28.) And they were, indeed, very 
strong cities, whose walls could not easily be scaled. 

Ver. 2. A people great and tall.] See Numb. xiv. 28. 32. 

TJie children of the Anakims, whom thou hiOwest.] Who 
seem to have been the chief of those Ncphilim or Rcphaim 
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(which we sometimes translate giants) in those parts, 
.(Numb. xiii. 22. 28. 33.) 

Of whom thou hast heard say, Who can stand before' the 
children of Anak?] A common proverb in those days. 
The children of Anak being so famous, that the whole na- . 
tion (as Bochartus thinks) took its name from them. For 
Bene-Anak (i. e. children of Anak), or Pheneanak, is easily 
changed into Phoenicia. These Anakims Avere vanquished 
by Joshua, who drove them out of the* cities where they 
dwelt, and made them flee to the Philistines. Where a rem- 
nant of them seemed to have lived till the .days of David. 
For Goliath, and his brethren Lahmi, Sippai, and Tshbiba- 
nob, (1 Chron. xx. 4, &c.) were Anakims; and so was that 
man with six toes on each foot, and six finders on each 
hand, (2 Sam. xxi. 16.) for they were all bora at Gath ; 
Avhich was one of the cities to which the Anakims fled, 
(Josh, xi.22.) Some think that from hence k'irigs, among 
the Greeks, were called "Avaicrfc, because commonly they 
chose those to rule over them who were persons of a great 
stature, and carried majesty in their faces. But it is not 
improbable (as I observed before) that some of the Anak- 
ims fled into Greece, and settled there, when they were 
driven out of Canaan. 

Ver. 3. Understand therefore this day.] Settle this there- 
fore in your minds, before you go over Jordan, as un- 
doubted truth. 

Tliat the T^ord thy God is he that goeth before thee.] 
Over Jordan, (Josh. iii. 3, 4, &c.) 

Asa consu?ningfire.]Beioro whom none can stand, (ir. 24.) 

He shall destroy them, and he shall bring them down be- 
fore thy face.] See Josh. iii. 10, 11. The Hebrews have a 
conceit, that the fire which burnt upon the altar appeared 
in the form of a lion ; to shew what God would be to their 
enemies, if the Israelites obeyed him; otherwise, what he 
would be to them. 

So shall thou drive them out, and destroy them utterly, 
as the Lord hath said unto thee.] Not the whole seven na- 
tions entirely; whom he said God would drive out by little 
and little, (vii. 22.) but so many, as to make a settlement 
for themselves in Canaan without much difficulty. 
- Ver. 4. Speak not in thine heart, after that the Lord thy 
God hath cast them out.] When this is done, do not so 
much as entertain a thought. 

For my righteousness hath the Lord brought me in to 
possess this land.] Nothing is more dangerous than pride 
and self-conceit; and therefore, as he taught them before 
(viii. 7.) to have an humble opinion of their own power, so 
now not to arrogate any thing to themselves, on the ac- 
count of their own righteousness. 

But for the wickedness of these nations the lA>rd doth 
drive them out from before thee.] Lev. xviii. 24/25. 27, 28. 

Ver. 5. Not for thy righteousness, or the uprightness of 
thine heart, dost thou go to possess their land; but for the 
wickedness of these nations, &c. and that he may perforin 
the word which the Lord sware unto thy fathers, &c] It 
was of great moment (which makes him* repeat it again) 
that they should understand the true causes why God ex- 
pelled these nations/and gave their land to the Israelites ; 
which' were these two: first, the abominable wickedness of 
the Canaanitcs ;• for which they deserved to be rooted : se- 
condly, God's gracious promises to the pious ancestors of 
, tho Israelites, with whom he made a covenant, and con- 
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firmed it with an oath, to plant tlicm there, in the room of 
the former inhabitants. 

Ver. 6. Understand therefore, that the Lord thy God 
f/iveth thee not this good land to possess it for thy right- 
eousness.'] He repeats it a third time, that, if it were possi- 
ble, he might root out of the Israelites the opinion of their 
own deserts, before he rooted the Ganaanites out of their 
country. 

-For thou art a stiff-necked people.'] So far from being 
righteous, that they were very refractory. Of which God 
often complained, (Exod.xxxii.9.xxxiii.3. 5.) and Moses 
acknowledges it in his prayer to God for them, (xxxiv. 9.) 

Ver. 7. Remember, and forget not, how thou provokedst 
the Lord thy God to wrath in the wilderness.] In order to 
destroy the opinion of their own righteousness, it was ne- 
cessary to call to mind some of their most notorious pro- 
vocations; which he exhorts them carefully to preserve in 
their mind, as a means to keep them humble. 

From the day that thou didst depart out of the land of 
Egypt, until you came to this place, ye have been rebellious 
against the I^ord.] This appears by the many murmurings 
we read of in the two first years after they came out of 
Egypt, and likewise in the last; of which only we have a 
particular account: but their behaviour, all the rest of the 
time they spent in the wilderness, was no better. 

Ver. 8. Also in Horeb ye provoked the Lord to wrathS] 
J0r rather, even in Horeb (for there is an emphasis in this, 
and ho speaks it with some indignation); when they had 
newly received the law, and had a visible appearance of 
God in great glory upon Mount Sinai, and had entered into 
covenant with him, they so shamefully revolted from him, 
that he thought to have destroyed them, (Exod. xxxii. 7, 
8, &e.) 

Ver. 9. When I was gone up into the mount to receive the 
tables of stone, even the tables of the covenant which the 
Lord made with you.] Sec Exod. xxiv. 11. 

Then I abode in the mount forty days and forty nights; 
I neither did eat bread, nor drink water.] See Exod. xxiv. 
18. xxxiv. 28. • - - 

Ver. 10. And the Lord delivered unto me two tables of 
stone, written with the finger of God.] See !Exod, xxxi. 18.* 

According to all the words which the Lord spake with 
you in the mount.] See Exod. xxxiv. 28. 

Out of the midst of the fire, in the day of the assembly.] 
When the whole body of the people w r ere assembled, and 
heard God speak these ten words out of the midst of the 
fire. (See Deut. iv. 10—13.) 

Ver. 11. And it came to pass at the end of forty days and 
forty nights, that the Lord gave me the two tables of stone, 
&c] That is, having given him the two tables, as was said 
before, ver. 10. 

Ver. 12. The Lord said unto me.] Immediately after he 
had delivered to him the tables, (Exod. xxxi.18. xxxii. 7.) 

Arise, get thee down quickly from hence; for the people 
which thou hast brought forth out of Egypt have corrupted 
themselves, &c.j SeeExod. xxxii. 7, 8. 

Ver. 13. Furthermore the Lord spake. unto me> saying, I 
Jiave seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiff-necked people.] 
Who mil not bend to the yoke of my laws, (Exod. xxxii. 9.) 

Ver. 14. Let me alone.] Do not mako any intercession 
to me for them. 

That I may desiroij them, and blot out their. name from 



under heaven ; and I will make of thee a nation greater and 
mightier than they.] See Exod. xxxii. 10. 

Ver. 15. So I turned, and came down from the mount.] 
See Exod. xxxii. 15. 

And the mount burnt with fire.] Was all in a flame, in 
token of God's high displeasure against then! ; and as if he 
intended presently to consume them. 

And the two tables of the covenant were in my handJ] 
Exod. xxxii. 15. 

Ver. 16. And I looked, and behold, ye had sinned against 
the Lord your God, andhadmadeyou a molten calf] About 
which he found them dancing, (Exod. xxxii. 19.) 

Ye had turned aside quickly out of the way which the 
Lord had commanded yon.'] For a few weeks before he had 
commanded them, with his own mouth, not to make to. 
themselves any graven image, &c. (Exod. xx. 4.) And 
immediately after commanded Moses to repeat. this pre- 
cept particularly to them, " Not to make with him gods of 
silver or gold/' (ver. 22, 23.) 

Ver. 17. And I took the two tables, and cast them out t of 
my two hands, and brake them before your eyes.]By Gpd's 
order, no doubt, in token that they had broken his cove- 
nant, and were unworthy to be owned by him for his peo- 
ple, (Exod. xxxii. 19.) or that the. covenant was made 
Toid, and God no. longer engaged to them. 

Ver. 18.' And I fell down.] To pray God for pardon; 
though not presently : but after he had broken the calf in 
pieces, reproved Aaron, and made a slaughter among the 
people, (Exod. xxxii. 20, 21, &c.) 

As at the first.] When he first heard of their sin, Exod,. 
xxxii. 11 — 13. and the next morning after he had broken 
the calf, and done execution upon the., offenders, (ver, 
30—32.) ■ . 

Forty days and forty nights: J did nether eat bread nor 
drink water.] Exod. xxxiv. 2. 28. 

Because of all your sins which ye tinned, in doing 
zvickedly in the sight of the Lord, to provoke him to anger.] 
He spent this time, very much, in- earnest supplication to 
God, to forgive not only this, but all other sins, whereby 
they had deserved to be cast off by him. For they pro- 
voked him at Marah, (Exod. xy. -23-) and in the wilderness 
of Sin, (xvi. 2, 3.) and at Massah, (xvii. 2 — 4.). 

Ver. 19. For I .teas afraid of the anger and hot dis- 
pleasure wherewith the Lord was xvroth agaimt you, to 
destroy you.] Which God had expressed both before he 
came down from tlio mount and after, (Exod. xxxii. 
xxxiii. 3. 5.) Insomuch, that the Lord removed out of the 
camp ; and would not, for the present, dwell among them, 
(ver;. 7.) 

But the Lord hearkened unto me at that time also.] Se§ 
Exod. xxxiv. 8 — 10. where the Lord .tells *him, he ex^ 
peetcd they should be more faithful hereafter, in observing 
their covenant with him, particularly this part, of wor- 
shipping no other God. (See there, ver. 10—14.) 

Ver. 20. And the Lord teas very angry with Aaron, to 
have destroyed him, gee.] This shews the heinousness of 
this sin, which had like to have cost Aaron his life ; 
though he merely complied with the impetuous desire of 
the people, out of fear and want of courage to resist them. . 

•Ver. 21, And I took your sin.] So idols are termed in 
Isa. xxxi. 7. The object or occasion of sin, as well as 
the punishment of it, being called by the name of sin. , 
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The calf which you had made, and burnt ittvith fire, 
and stamped it, and ground it very small, &c] This he did 
before he went up the second time into the mount, (Ex6d. 
xxxii. 20.) 

And I cast the dust thereof into the brooJc that descended 
out of the mount.] From the rock which Moses smote 
with his rod, (Exod. xvii. 0.) which constantly supplied 
them with drink; which for the present they could not 
have but mixed with their sin, as we read Exod. xxxii. 20. 

Ver. 22. And at Taberah.] Besides this great sin com- 
mitted at Horeb, he puts them in mind of several other, 
that they might be more humbled, and have no opinion of 
their own righteousness remaining in them. (See concern- 
ing this, Numb. xi. 1 — 3.) 

And at Massah.] As the foregoing' sin was committed 
after the making the golden calf, so this was before it, 
(Exod. xvii. 7.) 

And at Kibroth-hattaavah ye provoked the Lord to 
wrath.] This provocation was immediately after that at 
Taberah, (Numb. xi. 33, 34.) All which three places had 
their names from the sin of the Israelites, or from their 
punishment. 

Ver. 23. Likewise.] And yet this was not all. 

When the Lord sent you from Kadesh-barnea, saying, 
Go up, and possess the land whidh I have given you.] 
Numb. xiii. 1 — 3. 

Then ye rebelled against the commandment of the Lord 
ymir God; and ye believed him not, nor hearkened to his 
word.] Numb. xiv. X — 3. of which unbelief God there 
complains, ver. 11. 

Ver. 24. Ye have been rebellious against the Lord from 
tlte day that I knew you.'] To comprise all in a few words, 
you have been a disobedient people ever since I was ac- 
quainted with you. So he suspected they would prove, 
(Exod. iv. 1.) and upon the first disappointment found it 
to be true, (Exod. v. 24, 2,5.) 

Ver. 25. Thus 1 fell down before the Lord forty days 
and forty nights, as I fell down at the first; because the 
Lord had said he would destroy you.] Having interposed 
sorao other instances of their rebellious disposition, be- 
sides their making the golden calf, he returns to what he 
had begun to say concerning his intereessiqji with God for 
a, pardon ; which he could not obtain without long impor- 
tunity. For we cannot from these words gather, as some 
of the Jews do, that Moses was threo times in themount 
forty days and forty nights; it being plain, that he speaks 
hero of the same time which he mentioned ver. 18. And 
if we should think he intended any other, we might con- 
clude he was four times in the mount so many days and 
nights, because he mentions it over again in Uio next 
chapter, x. 10. 

Because tlte Lord liad said he iconld destroy you.] Exod. 
xxxii. 10. xxxiii. 5. This made him so earnest to obtain 
an assurance from God, that he would continue to be as 
gracious to them as he had been: of which he had given 
him some hope before he went up into the mount. (See 
Exod. xxiii. 17. xxxiv. 9, 10.) 

Ver. 2G. I prayed therefore unto the Lord, and said, O 
Lord God, destroy not thy people, and thine inheritance, 
vjJuch thou hast redeemed through thy greatness, &cj He 
used the same argument in his petition for them, when 
he went into tho mount the second time, which he had 
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urged before he came down the first time from it, (Exod. 
xxxii. 12.) 

Ver. 27. Remember thy servants, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob.] The very same he had said there, ver. 13.. 

And look not unto the stubbornness of this people, nor to 
their wickedness, nor to their sin.] He prays that the gra- 
cious promise of God to their pious forefathers would 
move him to overlook the high provocations of their pos- 
terity. Which he aggravates in several words, the more 
to humble them, and to magnify God's mercy in granting 
them a pardon. The word stubbornness seems to relate 
to their very evil disposition of mind; and their wicked- 
ness to all their undutiful murmurings; and their ski to 
their idolatry; which is often called in Scripture pecu- 
liarly' by the name of sin: it being the highest provoca- 
tion, from whence sprang all manner of wickedness. Thus 
Jeroboam is said to have made Israel to sin, by setting up 
the calves at Dan and Bethel to be worshipped. 

* Ver. 28. Lest the land whence thou broughtest them out 
say, Because the Lord was not able to bring them into the 
land which he promised them, and because he hated them, 
he hath brought them out to slay them in the wilderness.'] 
The sense of this also he had before urged,(Exod. xxxii. 12.) 

Ver. 29. Yet they are thy people, and thine inheritance, 
which thou broughtest out by thy mighty power, &c] They 
were redeemed by him out of the land of Egypt, and, after 
a wonderful manner, separated from all other people, to be 
his peculiar, (Exod. xix. 4— 6.) And besides, having, re- 
pented of this sin in making the golden calf, God had again 
owned them to be his, and promised his presence should go 
with them, (Exod. xxxiii. 14.) Insomuch, that Moses there 
saith, before he went into the mount again, (ver. 13.) " Con- 
sider that this nation is thy people." And see ver. 15, 16. 



CHAP. X. 

Ver. 1. jA.T that time the Lord said unto me, Hew thee 
two tables of stone like unto the firsts and come up unto me 
into the mount.] After his anger was something appeased, 
he ordered Mdses to come up to him where he had been 
before, and bring with him two tables of stone like those 
he had broken, that God might renew his covenant with 
them. But there was {his difference, (as I observed Exqd. 
xxxiv. 1.) that God himself made the former .tables, but he 
bade Moses make these : which signifies some abatement 
of his favour. 

And make thee an ark of wood.] This command' was 
given at his first .going up into the mount, (Eiod. xxv. 10.) 
afid, perhaps, was renewed again now, upon the occasion bf 
making these new tables which were to be put into it. 

Ver. 2. And I mill write on t]te tables the words that were 
in the first tables xohich thou brakest.] So we read he told 
him, Exod. xxxiv. 1. 

And thpu shalt put them in the ark.] As soon as it was 
made to receive them. 

Ver. 3. And I made an ark of shittim-wood.] This looks 
as if he made an ark before he made the tables ; that when 
ho brought them down, it might be ready to receive them. 
And it hath given some ground to tho Jewish doctors, to 
say that there were two arks ; one made by Moses, wherein 
he put the tables of stone that were broken, and those that 
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•were renewed, until the other was made by Bezaleel : for 
we read expressly, that Bezuleel made the ark, Exod. 
xxxvii. 1. and here it is said that Moses made it. So that 
they conclude there were two made ; and this made by 
Moses they fancy was the ark that went before them in their 
marches and battles; which the other never did by God's 
order, but only w T hen they entered into Canaan ; (Josh, iii.) 
for when of their ownselvcs they carried it forth in the 
days of Eli, God was angry with them, and delivered it. 
inlo the enemy's hand, (1 Sam. iv. 3, 4. 11.) But Abcn 
Ezra, Nachraanidcs, and Abarbinel, have confuted this by 
•strong reasons to the contrary, as may be seen in Buxtorfs 
Histor. Arcac, p. 35, 36, &c. And as to this place, they 
arc of opinion, that Moses speaks of the ark made after- 
ward by Bezaleel, which Moses is said to have made, be- 
cause he commanded him to make it. Just as Solomon is 
said to have built the temple, because he caused it to be 
built. Or, if it be granted that Moses made an ark before 
he went the second time into the mount (which this verse 
seems to countenance), it will not follow that there were 
two arks in use among the Israelites; for this ark now 
made was of mere wood, not overlaid with gold, and de- 
signed only as a chest wherein to keep the tables handsomely, 
till the ark could be made by Bezaleel, and then the tables 
were translated into that, and this chest of Moses laid aside. 

And heived two tables of stone like unto the first, and went 
vp into the mount.'] See Exod. xxxiv. 4. 

Ver. 4. And he ivrote on the tables, according to the first 
writing, the ten commandments.] Exod. xxxiv, 28. 

Which the Lord commanded you in the mount, out of the 
midst of tlte fire, in the day of the assembly.] When the 
whole congregation was gathered together at the foot of 
the mount* (See ix. -10.) . 

And the Lord gave them unto me.] To carry down to the 
people. 

Ver. 5. And I turned myself] From the Divine pre- 
sence, where he had been supplicating for mercy, and had 
received from thence the tables of the covenant. 

And came down from the mount.] At the end of forty 
days and nights, (Exod. xxxiv. 28, 29.) . 

And put the tables in the ark which I had made.] Which 
he commanded to be made by Bezaleel, (Exod. xxxvii. 1.) 
and put into the tabernacle as soon as it was built, with 
these tables in it, (Exod. xl. 20, 21.) 

And tliere they be, as the Lord commanded me.] Though 
Moses mentions his making the ark before his hewing the 
tables, and going up into the mount, (ver. 3.) yet these 
words seem to determine that he speaks of the ark made 
by Bezaleel, according to his directions. For now that 
tlicy w r cre going over Jordan, the tables were in the ark, 
which he is said here to have made. Which was certainly 
the ark of the covenant, not that chest, which some suppose 
Moses to have made to keep the tables in till the other 
could bo fitted for their reception. 

Ver. G.And the children oflsraeltook their journey from 
Beeroth, of the children ofJaakan, to Mosera.] Not imme- 
diately; but after they had passed through several other 
places, and made some stay in them: for they went from 
Bene-Jaakan to Gudgodah (or Hor-hagidgad), and so to 
Jotbatb, and the rest of the mansions mentioned Numb. 
xxxiii. 32, 33, &c. until they came to Mount Hor. 
-There Aaron died, and there he was buried.] At Mosera, 



or the top of Mount Hor; which was another part of the 
same mountain, as Ilorcb was of Sinai. 
• And Eleazar his son ministered in the priesVs office in his 
stead.] The greatest difficulty is to give anaccoimt how this 
comes in here, and what connexion this and the following 
verse have with what went before. All the satisfaction that 
I can give to it is this, that Moses having told them, that 
he put the tables of the testimony or covenant into the ark, 
as a token God was reconciled to them, and that there they 
still were as the Lord commanded, he puts them out of all 
doubt of it, by telling them, that though Aaron (who had 
the special care of the holy place, and all things in it com- 
mitted to him) was dead, yet Eleazar his son was still alive, 
who could testify those holy things remained, as when 
Moses first placed them there, he being consecrated to the 
priest's office instead of Aaron; and in this very mount, 
(Numb. xx. .25, 26, &c.) which is the occasion of mention- 
ing this station here, when most of the rest are omitted. 

Ver. 7. And from thence.] Not from Mosera, but from 
Bene-Jaakan, as appears from Numb, xxxiii. 32. where a 
full account is given of their removals, which are but just 
touched here. 

They journeyed to Gudgodah.] Called in the book of 
Numbers by the name of Hor-hagidgad. And none will 
think it strange that there is such variation in the proper 
names of places and of men, in profane writers, as well as 
the Scriptures, w 7 ho considers (as Conradus Pellicanus here 
notes) how differently the names of places are pronounced 
now, from what they were in former ages ; and how much 
one nation differs from another, when they speak of them ; 
and what alterations are made from the first founders of 
nations and cities by those that conquer them, and change 
all names to their own glory. Sec how names were changed 
among the Israelites in no long time, Numb, xxvi.15 — 17; 
23, 24. 35. 38, 39, &c. 

And from Gudgodah to Jotbath.] And so to the rest of 
the places mentioned Numb, xxxiii. 34— 36. (ill -they 
came to Mount Hor. 

A land of rivers of waters.] A place where there was 
plenty of water; which he mentions, I suppose, that they 
might reflect upon their foul distrust of God's providence 
a little after, when they, murmured for want of water at 
Kadesh, (Numb. xx. 3, 4, &c.) 

Ver. 8. At that time.] Not long after Moses came down 
from the mount the second time; of which he had be«n 
speaking, ver. 5. 

* lite Lord separated the tribe of Levi.] To his own spe- 
cial service, as we read Numb. iii. Some think that God 
.renewed his choice of them to the employment here men- 
tioned after Aaron's death, when he confirmed them in 
their office. But we read of no such thing; and it cannot 
bo inferred merely from these words, at that time, which 
may well relate to the time mentioned, ver. 5. * 

To bear tlte ark of the covenant of the Lord.] Hero are 
three'parte of their office mentioned in these and the fol- 
lowing words. The first of which was to carry the ark ; 
which peculiarly belonged to the Kohathiles, (Numb. iii. 
27. 31.) when the camp removed from one place to another. 
Who were good witnesses that the same ark still remained 
at that day wherein Moses first placed the tables of the 
covenant; for it never stirred but by their means. 

To stand before the Lord.] This is a phrase used of ser^ 
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vants that wait upon their masters, before whom they are * 
said to stand. Thus Gchazi attended the prophet Elisha, 
(2 Kings v. 25.) And the prophets themselves are thus said 
to stand before the Lord, (1 Kings xvii. 1. xviii. 15.) There- 
fore it here signifies that the Levites were separated to be 
God's ministers, as it follows. 

To minister unto him.] As assistants to the priests in the 
tabernacle, (Numb. iii. 6.) and as a guard to the tabernacle, 
(ver. 7, 8.) Which was the second part of their office. 

And to bless in his name unto this day.] This was the 
greatest thing of all, and was peculiar to the priests, who 
were a part of the tribe of Levi, but had the sole privilege 
among them to bless in the name of the Lord, as we read 
expressly Numb. vi. 23, 24. If, indeed, it could be made 
out, that by blessing in the name of the Lord, is meant only 
to bless the name of the Lord, that was common to all the 
Levites, who sang praises and gave thanks continually to 
him in the temple, as I suppose they did in the tabernacle : 
but I find no example of the use of this expression in this 
sense ; and therefore it must be restrained to the priests, 
who were sons of Levi, as well as the rest; and are so 
called when Moses mentions this part of their office, 
Deut. xxi. 5. 

Ver. 9. Wherefore Levi hath no part nor inheritance with 
Jtis brethren.] Because God would have thein only attend 
to this service, and not look after other affairs ; particularly 
of guarding the sanctuary, and keeping constant watch 
there, to secure all the holy things, especially the ark, which 
they took care none should meddle withal. And therefore 
the people might be sure it remained as Moses left it, when 
he put it into the tabernacle with the tables of the cove- 
nant in it. 

The Lord is his inheritance, according as the Lord thy 
God promised htm.] He took care to provide for the 
Levites, without having any land to plough or sow, &c. 
(See Numb, xviii. 20.) 

Ver. 10. And I stayed in the mount, according to the first 
time, forty days and forty nights.] This doth not signify, 
that after the separation of the Levites he went up again 
into the mount, but having confirmed what he said concern- 
ing his putting the tables of stone in the ark, which he 
made after he came the second time down from the mount, 
(ver. 5.) he returns to what he was speaking of in the be- 
ginning of the chapter, and had begun to say before, (ix. 25.) 
how he prayed to God for them, when he went to carry the 
tables he had hewn up unto God in the mount, that now he 
might relate to them the success of his prayers, whieh 
follows in the next words. 

And the Lord hearkened unto me at that time also, and 
the Lord would not destroy thee.] As he feared he would, 
because he had so threatened, ix. 15. * 

Ver. ]1. And the Lordsaidunto me, Arise, take thy jour- 
ney before the people, that they may go in, and jjossess the 
lund> &c] This cannot refer to what he said unto him after 
the. making the golden calf, (as I find some take it from 
Exod. xxxiii.l.) for that was before he went up into the 
mount again ; but to what he said at the conclusion of their 
removals from place to place, (some of which he mentions 
here, ver. G, 7.) for then he orders them what to do when 
they entered into Canaan, which, he saith, I have given you 
to possess it, (Numb, xxxii, 51 — 53.) 

Ver. 12. And now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God 
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require of thee?] Urito whom ho hath giventables, wherein 
he himself hath wrote his will with his own hand, (ver. 
4, 5.) and hath graciously pardoned your foul breach of his 
covenant upon my intercession, (ver. 10.) 

But to fear the Lord thy God.] The fear of God some- *• 
times includes in it all religion; but here seems to signify 
one of the great principles of obedience. (See vi. 2.) * 

And to walk in all his ways.] Unto which the fear of 
God inclines men, when their hearts are possessed with it. 

And to love him.] Especially if the love of God be in 
them ; which is still a stronger principle of obedience, (vi. 1.) 

And to serve the Lord thy God with all thy heartland 
with all thy souL] Being constant in his' worship and ser- 
vice, and worshipping him alone, (vi. 13. xiii. 3.) For 
loving him with all the heart and soul, seems here to have 
particular respect to their having no inclination to serve 
other gods, (1 Kings viii. 23. 48.) Which the Jews, after 
they had smarted for their idolatry, understood to be the 
great commandment. As their father Jacob, they say, 
taught his twelve sons, when they came about him'on his 
death-bed, saying to them : " Ye perhaps worship the idols 
which Terah, the father of Abraham, worshipped; or those 
which Laban, my mother's brother, worshipped ; or ye wor- 
ship the God of Jacob. To whom they all made this" an^ 
swer, with a perfect fear : Hear, O Israel; our father, The 
Lord our God is one Lord. Whereupon Jacob said, Let 
his great name be blessed for ever." Thus the Jerusalem 
Targum upon vi. 4. of this book. 

Vef. 13. To keep the commandments of the Lord, and his 
statutes, which I command this day for thy good.] Self-love 
should have inclined them' to obedience to God's com- 
mands, which he gave them for their good; though he re- 
warded their obedience to them, as if he had received the 
benefit thereof. 

Ver. 14. Behold, tlte heaven.] Where the sun, moon, and 
stars shine. 

And the heaven of heavens.] And all the glorious regions 
beyond them. * . 

Is the Lord's thy God.] Are all his possession, as they 
arc his w r ork. 

The earth also, with all that therein is.] As well as this 
earth, and all the creatures that are in it. 

Ver. 15. Only the Lord had a delight in thy fathers to 
love them, and he chose their seed after them, evenyou above 
all people, &c] He would have them sensible, therefore, 
that the Possessor of heaven and of earth could have no need 
of them, or of their services, who were a very inconsi- 
derable part of his creatures: but it was his own mere 
good-will and pleasure which moved him to shew such love 
to Abraham, as he had done, and to his posterity for his 
sake, above all other nations on earth. 

Ver. 1G. Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart.] 
Do not satisfy yourselves therefore with the bare circum- 
cision of your flesh (and the observance of such external 
rites and ceremonies), but cut off and cast away all your 
naughty affections, which make you insensible both of 
God's mercies and corrections, and disobedient to his 
commands. 

And be no more stiff-necked.] As he had often before com- 
plained they were; particularly Exod. xxxii. 9. and sec ix. 
G. of this book. It is a metaphor, as I observed, from 
oxen, who, when they arc to draw in a. yoke, and go for- 
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ward, pull back their neck and their shoulder to withdraw 
themselves from tho yoke. To both which the Scripture al- 
ludes, Xehem. ix. 29. And sometime severally wo find 
mention of them, as in the place beforenamed in Exodus, 
he spealcs of their stiff-neck; and Zachar. vii. 11. he saith, 
" they pulled away the shoulder." St. Stephen puts both 
theso together in his character of the wicked Jews that 
killed our blessed Saviour, Acts vii. 51. that they were 
stiff-necked anduueinumcisedin heart. Therefore the con- 
trary disposition God promises towards the conclusion of 
this book, as the greatest blessing he could bestow on 
them, (xxx. G.) 

Ver. 17. For the Lord thy God is God of gods, and Lord 
of lords.] Superior to all other beings, whether kings on 
earth or angels in heaven. 

A great God, a mighty, and a terrible.] Who can do 
what he pleases every whero ; and therefore is to be greatly 
dreaded. 

Which regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward.] The 
most righteous judge of men, who will not connive at your 
sins because you are circumcised, nor be bribed by any sa- 
crifices to overlook your wickedness, (Exod. xxiiu 8. Lev. 
xix. 15. Dcut. i. 17.) nor, on the contrary, reject those that 
uprightly obey him, though they benot Jews. So St. Peter 
learnt to understand these words, Acts x. 34. 

Ver. 18. lie doth execute the judgment of the fatherless 
and widow.] Takes their part, as we speak, and defends 
them against those that would oppress them. 

And loveth the stranger, in giving him food and raiment.] 
Provideth for those who are driven unjustly out of their own 
country, or, travelling on their honest occasions/ fall into 
want; for he seems here to speak of those who were nei- 
ther proselytes of justice, nor of the gate, as the Jews 
speak, but were mere gentiles. 

Ver. 19. Love ye therefore the stranger.] Be kind and 
hospitable to such distressed persons: which is a virtue 
that flows from the love of God, (ver. 12.) to which it is in 
vain to pretend, if we love not all mankiud. This love 
consists in imitating God's care of such persons, whereof 
he speaks in the foregoing verse, viz. doing them justice 
equally with others, and affording them food and raiment. 

For ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.] This virtue 
was peculiarly required of the Jews; who had been in that 
condition, which he commanded them to pity. (See Exod. 
xxiii. 9. Levit. xix. 33, 34.) And if they had sincerely 
practised this duty towards aliens, the grace of God shewn 
to the gentiles in our blessed Saviour, would not have 
seemed so strange to them as it did. 

Ver. 20. Thou shall fear the Lord thy God, him shall 
thou serve.] This was explained before, ver. 12. 

To him shall thou cleave.'] Servo, that is, and worship 
none but him. 

And swear by his name.] Sec vi. 13. 

Ver. 21. lie is thy praise.] Whom thou oughtest there- 
fore to praise; or rather, in whose love and favour thou 
oughtest to glory; and to think it the highest honour to bo 
his servant, and to have him for thy God, as it here follows. 

He is thy God.] Who hath bestowed upon thee all the 
good things which thou enjoyest. 

That hath done for thee alltliese great and tenable things 
tvhich thine eyes have seen.] "in bringing them out of Egypt, 
destroying Pharaoh in the Red Sea, leading them through 
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the wilderness, giving them the country of Sihon and Og, 
&c. Whom therefore they were bound to love and serve, 
and to confide in his mercy, and not in their own power or 
righteousness, (viii. 17, 18. ix. 4 — G.) 

Ver. 22. Thy fathers went down into Egypt with tJiree- 
score and ten jiersons.} See Gen. xlvi. 27.*Exod. i. 5. Their 
family, he would^iave them remember, was very small 
about two hundred years ago. 

And noio the Lord thy God hath made thee as the stars 
of heaven for multitude.] Vastly increased them, according 
to his promise unto Abraham, Gen. xv. 5. Exod. xii. 37. 
Numb. xxvi. 51. G2. Which alone (as Conradus Pellica- 
nus here notes) was sufficient to fill their hearts with his 
love, and their mouths with his praise. 



CHAP, xi: 

Ver. 1. THEREFORE thou shalt love the Lord thy God.] 
Who of so small hath mado thee so great a nation. 

And keep his charge.] A phrase used frequently con- 
cerning the Levites, Numb. iii. 7, 8, &c. But here com- 
prehends all the particulars following, his statutes, and his 
judgments, and commandments, which he had charged them 
to observe. (See vi. 1.) 

Ver. 2. And know you this day.] Consider seriously 
what I have said to you, till you be sensible of it, (viii, 5. 
ix. C.) 

For I speak not tvith your children, which have not 
known, and which have not seen.] The words I speak are 
not in the Hebrew: and they may as well be supplied thus, 
For not with your children have these things been done, &c. 
Which agrees well with ver. 7. 

The chastisement of the Lord your God.] The plagues He 
sent upon the Egyptians. 

His greatness.] Which appeared by the many great 
things he did, only upon the stretching out of Moses's rod. 

His mighty Jutnd, and stretched-mtt arm.] These are more 
words to express the same thing. 

Ver. 3. And his miracles, and Ids acts, which he did in 
the midst of Egypt.] Or, his miraculous acts, &c. He uses 
so many words to make them sensible, how much they 
were obliged to God for their deliverance out of the slavery 
of Egypt; which nothing could have effected but God's 
almighty power, declared in various instances. This is 
the first argument wherewith he excites their love to God 
(which he pressed in the foregoing chapter, and begins this 
again with it), that God had loved them so much, as to 
work many astonishing miracles, rather than let them con- 
tinue slaves to Pharaoh. , 

Ver. 4. And what he did unto tlte army of Egypt, unto 
their horses, and to tlieir cltariots.] Who pursued after the 
Israelites, and overtook them, (Exod. xiv. 6— 8.) Whereby 
the kindness of God appeared, after he had delivered 
them, in preserving them from being brought back to their 
slavery. 

How he made the water of the Red Sea to overflow them 
as they pursued after you.] See Exod. xiv. 23, 24. 27, 28. 

And howthc.Lord liath destroyed them unto this day.] 
Brought them so low, that they have not recovered their 
strength, to attempt any thing against you since that time. 

Ver. 5. And wJuit he did to you in the wilderness, until 
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ye came unto this place.'] Provided for them, protected 
and preserved them forty years; giving them possession 
also of the country of Sihon and Og, two kings of the Amor- 
ites. These benefits, if they considered, which they could 
not but see they owed to his love alone, were powerful ar- 
guments to move them to love him. 

Ver. 6. And what he did to Dathan and Abiram, the 
sons ofEliab, the son of Retiben.] Numb. xvi. 1, &c. The 
remembrance and consideration of the terrible vengeance 
the Lord took upon rebellious people, he uses as an- 
other argument to make them obedient. And there was 
none more remarkable than this upon Dathan and Abiram. 
He doth not mention Korah; but they would not well forget 
him, when they thought of his confederates, though he suf- 
fered another punishment. 

How the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them 
up, and (Iteir households and their tents, 8rx j See Numb. 
xvi. 32, 33, &c. 

Ver. 7. But your etjes have seen the great acts of the 
Lord, which he did.'] In Egypt, at the Red Sea, and in the 
wilderness, (ver. 3 — 5.) Some of which all of them had 
seen; and there were none of them who had not seen some. 

Ver. 8. Therefore shall ye keep all the commandments 
wfiich I command you this day.} Remembering what had 
befallen both their enemies and themselves. 

That ye may be strong, and go in and possess the land, 
whither you go to possess it.] In hope that the same God 
would empower them to subdue the Canaanites, and give 
them full possession of their country. 

Ver. 9. And ye may prolong your days in the land which 
the Lord sivare unto your fathers to give unto them and to 
tlieir seed.] This may relate both to the present generation, 
and to tlieir posterity; who, after their fathers had lived long 
in the land of Canaan, should succeed them, and enjoy it 
in future ages, (See ver. 21.) 

A land thatfloweth with milk and honey.] This is a com- 
mon description, in all authors, of a rich and pleasant 
country. Particularlyin Euripides : 

f Pa Si yaXatcrL irlBov, 
f P«tSf oivi{>,.pu Si fieXiGGMV 
N&rapi r 

And the like Bochartus hath observed in Virgil, Horace; 
and other writers, (Hierozoic. lib. iv. par. i. cap. 12.) 

Ver. 10. For the land, whither thou goest topossess it, is 
not as the land of Egypt, from whence ye came out.] He 
uses all manner of arguments to persuade them to obedi- 
ence; from a grateful remembrance of God's former mer- 
cies, (ver. 2, 3, &c.) from the terrible punishment of the 
disobedient, (ver. G.) from the benefits that would redound 
to themselves by their obedience, (ver. 9.) and now he re- 
presents to them what a noble country he was going to be- 
stow upon them: but of such a condition as would keep 
them in a constant dependance upon his favour for the 
blessing of it. 

Wliere thou scnuedst thy seed, and wateredst it with thy 
foot, as a garden of herbs.] This doth not signify that the 
land of Egypt was not so fruitful as the land of Canaan 
(for their fertility is not to be compared), but that there 
they reaped the fruits of tlieir labour with more pains. 
Diodorus Siculus, indeed, and Herodotus, say, that the 
Egyptians take the least pains of all other men about their 



corn, insomuch that it may be affirmed, a7rovtjr<$rara'Kap7roi> 
KOfjiiZovTcu, they bring in the fruits of the earth ivithout la- 
bour, being at no such trouble about ploughing as other men 
are,&c. (See in his Euterpe, cap. 14.) Yetitmust be consi- 
dered, that as the Nile, which made this fruitfulness, failed 
them sometimes, and did not overflow all the flat country, 
so the upper parts of Egypt had not the benefit of it ; nor 
all the lower neither, without great pains in cutting rivers 
to bring the water to them. Which Pliny calls riguaNili; 
for the word rigua properly signifies the little rivers, and 
Siwpvytc cuts, which were made to derive water from the 
Nile into places at a distance from it, as Salraasius ob- 
serves, p. 588. in Siolinum. Hesychius calls them Sox«c 
iSaTwv,' receptacles of water, ditches, or dikes, which we now 
call canals, as the same author observes, p. 908. And this 
I find Strabo speaks so plainly in his Geography, (lib. xvii. 
p. 788.) that his words may serve as a good commentary 
upon those of Moses: " Nature (saith he) doth much for 
Egypt by the Nile; but industry and art about that river 
doth a great deal more. For the higher it flows, the more 
ground it naturally waters and makes fruitful; \AXXd i) ztti- 
fiiXua 7roXXafc«c *at ?"ijc #va«uc ££fcx ua£l ' ^Xenrovatjc, &C. but 
industry sometimes hath prevailed when nature hath failed: 
insomuch, that as great a part of the country hath been wa- 
tered iu the smallest rise of Nile, as in the highest. Which 
was effected, Sta rwv Stwpvywv teal rdv 7rapa^wjuaTwv, by the 
cuts and banks which were made by art. For before the 
time of Petronius (he saith) there was the greatest fruitful- 
ness when the Nile«rose fourteen cubits; and when it rose 
only eight there was a famine: but in the time of his govern- 
ment there was as great plenty when it rose only twelve 
cubits: and no man felt any want when it rose only eight. 
This' was by the Care and industry of the people, who were 
forced also sometimes to carry water from these cuts, as 
well as from the river, in vessels, to moisten the ground, 
when the mud which the Nile left was baked into a crust 
by the great heat of the sun. So that the ground of Egypt 
might properly be said to be watered by the foot, as we 
water our gardens when there wants rain." Concerning 
which expression, see Dr. Hammond upon the Psalms, 
p. 7. col. 2, of the first edition. 

Ver. 11. But the land whither ye go to possess it, is a land 
of hills and valleys, and drinketh water of the rain of 
heaven.'] Not a low flat country like that of Egypt; but 
full of hills, which could not bo made fruitful but by rain 
from heaven, which seldom fell in Egypt ; but the Israelites 
might expect in due season, if they were obedient to God. 
Who, by this means, after they had ploughed their ground, 
and sowed their corn, made it spring up plentifully without 
any further labour or care of theirs. Such a country also 
was more pleasant and healthy than that of Egypt, whose 
ground next Nile being overflowed more or less every year, 
by theVising of Nile to the fall of it, (which was from the 
solstice to the equinox, or, as some say, a hundred days ; 
see Salmasius upon Solinus, p. 427, &c. 436, &c.) they 
could "not walk abroad into tlieir fields ; and many times 
there followed, after the water was gone off, great sick- 
nesses and diseases, by the smell of the silt which it had 
left behind. 

Ver. 12. A land which the Lord thy God careth for.] 
Takes care that it want not water, by sending showers of 
rain plentifully from heaven in their propeT season. 
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Tlie eyes of the Lord thy God.} That is, the providence 
of God ; whose majesty dwelt in tho sanctuary. 

Are always vpon it.] To see what is wanting, and to 
supply it. 

From the beginning of the year, even nnto the end of the 
year.] At all seasons, to give them both the first and latter 
rain, (as he spoaks ver. 14.) and such weather as might both 
produco and kindly ripen the fruits of the earth. This he 
mentions as an argument to obedience ; in which, if they 
failed, he plainly tells them, the land should not yield her 
fruit, (ver. 17.) For this country was not so fertile of itself, 
as by the peculiar blessing of God upon it, whilst they 
kept his laws. 

Ver. 13. And it shall come to pass, if ye willhearken dili- 
gently unto my commandments, which I command you this 
day.] To hearken diligently here signifies, to consider 
them seriously, and lay them to, heart. 

To love the Lord i yonr God, and to serve him with all 
your heart, and all your soid.] He repeats this so often, 
because it is the great commandment (as our Saviour 
speaks), and because nothing is more natural than to love 
our benefactors, God especially (our greatest benefactor, 
who gave us our being), with all our heart, and with all our 
soul. (See x. 12.) And being the first and great com- 
mandment, it draws along with it obedience to all the rest, 
and is, in effect, the whole duty of man to God. For con- 
stant experience shews us, that whosoever gets the firm 
hold of this affection, governs a man as he pleaseth. 

Ver. 14. That J will give you the rain of your land.'] As 
much as is sufficient for such a hilly country. 

In his due season.] At the proper times, which here follow. 
• The first rain.] Before the sowing of their seed, to pre- 
pare the ground; and after it was sown, that it might take 
root in the earth, and spring up. 

And the latter rain.] When the corn was grown up 
towards earing-time ; and after it was eared, to make the 
ears full and plump. This appears from Amos iv. 7. 
where he speaks of withholding the rain from them, while 
there were yet three months to the harvest. Which is 
meant of this latter rain, whereby their corn was brought 
forward, when it was but in the blade to caring, and so on 
to harvest. 

That thou mayest. gather in thy corn, and thy wine, and 
thine oil.] Till the corn, and all tho fruits of the earth, be 
brought to maturity. 

Ver. 15. And I will send grass in thy fields for thy cattle.] 
To make them fat ; or to give plenty of milk. 

That thou mayest eat, and be full.] Eat flesh if they 
pleased, as well as the fruits of the earth, in great plenty. 

Ver. 16. Take heed to yourselves, that your heart be not 
deceived.] By the specious colours that other nations put 
upon their idolatry, (as, the antiquity of it, universal con- 
sent, &c. there being no part of the world at that time, as 
Maimonides observes, where all were not accustomed to. 
worship images, &c.) whereby the Israelites were in danger 
to be seduced into an imitation of their neighbours.. 

And ye turn aside, and serve other gods, and worship them.] 
By this it is evident that Moses is still pressing them. to 
care in observing the first and second commandments. 

Ver. 17. And then the Lord's wrath be kindled against 
you.] For their being deceived into idolatry by false reason- 
ings, which persuaded them what they did was lawful, did 



not excuse them before God; who expected they should 
have used greater caution, and governed themselves by his 
plain and express commands. 

And he shut up the heavens, that there be no rain.] The 
contrary to this is called opening his good treasure, Deut. 
xxviii. 12. signifying that they lived upon the royal bounty 
of the King of heaven, which their sins would hinder from 
flowing to them. 

That the land yield not her fruit, and lest ye perish quickly 
from off the good land which the Lord giveth you.] To with- 
hold rain from them was a sore judgment, which quickly 
brought a famine ; which was very grievous to those who 
used to live so plentifully. And it was frequently attended 
with various diseases, whereby they were wasted and 
consumed. 

Ver. 18. Tlterefore shall ye lay vp these my tvords in your 
heart, and in your soul.] See chap. vi. 6. 

And bind them for a sign upon your hand, that they may 
be as frontlets between your eyes.] Always in sight;. as the 
rule whereby they should order their steps, lest they trod 
amiss. This is one of the portions of Scripture, (from ver; 
13. to the end of ver. 21.) which the Jews write in their 
tephilim, as they call them, -which they use when they say 
their prayers, which they fancy are thereby made more ac* 
ceptable unto God. This conceit began, not long before 
our Saviour's time, in the school of Hillel and Shammai, 
and took such root in the minds of the most religious, that 
it hath grown to a great superstition ever since. See upon 
chap. vi. ver. 8, 9. which is another portion of Scripture; 
that they wrote in these parchments; though at the first 
(St. Jerome saith, upon Matt, xxiii. 5.) they wrote only' 
the ten commandments. 

Ver. 19. And ye shall teach them your children.] This is 
repeated very often, (iv. 10. vi. 7.) And out of this place, 
and v. 1. the Jews have framed this as one of the affirma^ 
tive precepts, that they ought themselves to learn the law of 
God, and teach it unto others. And this they do so ( dilir 
gently, that, as soon as their children are capable to un- 
derstand any thing, they make them carefully read the holy 
books; and instruct them so, that, before they can be called 
youths, they are acquainted with the whole law of God. In 
which, we must confess, they shame a great many Christians, 
who scarce understand so much of our religion when they 
are men and women, as the Jews do of theirs when they 
are mere children. 

From the Hebrew word limmalethtem, in this verse, ye 
shall teach them, the Jews have framed a conceit that their 
Talmud hath its name; signifying teaching and instruction, 
as R. Jechiel saith, in his disputation with Nicolaus, p. 9. 

Speaking of them when4hou sittest in thine house, and 
when thou ivalkest by the way, &c] Taking all occasions 
to inculcate these precepts upon them, (see chap. vi. 7.) 
and upon their daughters. as well as their sons; though the 
Jewish doctors commonly fancy there is no command to 
instruct their daughters in the law. (See Mischna Sota, 
cap. 3. sect. 3. with Wagenseil's Annotations, and the Ge- 
mara there, p. 471. 501.) 

Ver. 20. And thou shall write them upon the door-posts of 
thy house, and upon thy gates.] See chap. vi. 9. By this 
means God's word being ,so rooted in the hearts of the pa- 
rents (to use the words of Dr. Jackson), as to bring forth 
this good fruit in their practice, the seed of it might be sown 
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in the tender hearts of their children, and be propagated 
from one generation to another. 

Ver. 21. That your clays may be multiplied, and the days 
of your children, in the land which the Lord sware unto your 
fathers to give them.] Nothing is wont to move men more 
than love to themselves, and love to their children, whom 
they love next to themselves. 

As the days of heaven upon the earth.] As long as this 
world shall last Which the Psalmist, speaking of David, 
expresses in thfet manner, "His seed shall endure for ever, 
and his throne as the days of heaven," (Psal. lxxxix. 29.) 
which doth not signify absolutely for ever, but a longtime. 
For thus Baruch says, the Jews in Babylon were com- 
manded to pray for the life of Nebuchadnezzar, and the life 
of Baltasar his son, ?va wmv at nfxigat aiirwv wg at nuioai rov 
ovpavov iTTt r?}c jvq, that their days might be as the days of 
heaven upon earth. Which is the very phrase of Moses here 
in this place, importing a very long life. And such hyper- 
bolical expressions, every one knows, arc used by the hea- 
then, particularly by Virgil, (iEneid. I.) 

" Convexa polus dum sidera pascet." 

Ver. 22. For if ye shall diligently keep all these com- 
mandments, &c] To love the Lord your God. This is still 
made the condition of all their happiness, (See ver. 13. 
and x. 20.) . 

To walk in all his ways.] In observance of his laws, 
which was the fruit of true love to him. 

And to cleave unto him.] So as to serve no other God, 
but to persevere in the worship of the Lord their God 
alone. The Jews make this one of the six hundred and 
thirteen precepts of the law (as they count them) distinct 
by itself; but they interpret it foolishly; of sticking to 
the cabala of their wise men, whereby they fancy them- 
selves united unto God. . . 

Ver. 23. Then will the Lord drive out all these nations 
frombefore you.] Ashe had often promised, (vii. 23. Exod. 
xxiii.27.) * 

And ye shall possess nations greater and mightier than 
yourselves.] See chap. vii. 1. - 

Ver. 24. Every place wherein the soles of your feet shall 
tread shall be yours.] That is, every place of the promised 
land ; as it is explained in the next words. 

From the wilderness.] viz. Of Sin, which was on the 
south of Canaan. 

And Lebanon.] Which was its bounds on the north. 

From the river, the river Euphrates.] Which was the 
eastern limits; when in tho days of Solomon their empire 
reached hither; according to the promise unto Abraham 
in Gen. xv. 18. 

Even nnto the uttermost sea shall your coast be.] Which 
is called the Mediterranean, or the Midland Sea, which 
bounded it on the west. See Numb, xxxiv. 6. where it 
is called the Great Sea; and in that chapter the bounds 
of their country round about are described. 

Ver. 25. Tfiere slmll no man be able to stand before you:~\ 
See vii. 24. 

. For the Lord your God shall lay the fear of you, and 
the dread of you, upon all the land that ye shall tread upon, 
as lie said unto you.] For God had promised to terrify the 
inhabitants of Canaan, and take away their courage, 
(Exod. xxiii. 27.) And accordingly the spies whom Joshua 



sent, brought him ' an account of the great consternation 
wherein the whole country was, when they were about to 
enter into it. (Josh. ii.9. 24.) 

Ver. 26. Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and 
a curse.] That is, he proposed them to their choice. 

Ver. 27. A blessing, if you obey, the commandments of the 
Lord your God, which I command you this day.] Which he 
more largely explains, xxviii. 2 — 4, &c. 

Ver. 28. And a curse, if ye will not obey the command- 
ments of the Lord your God.] Which is also more particu- 
larly laid before them, xxviii. 15 — 17, &c. The whole his- 
torical part of the Old Testament witnesses the truth of 
this, that God blessed or cursed them, according as they 
observed or broke his laws. And if the people of Israel 
had diligently marked, and considered, and laid to heart, 
that their happiness or misery were always corresponding 
to their good and bad behaviour towards God, it would 
have confirmed their belief of their law, as much as if they 
had seen all the miracles done before their forefathers, and 
supplied the want or the rarity of them in after-ages; nay, 
this would have, done more than all the miracles did, which 
were forgotten in a short time ; whereas their own daily ex- 
perience of the happy fruits of obedience, and the mischief 
of disobedience, would have sealed these truths unto their 
conscience. 

But turn aside out of the way which I command you this" 
day, to go after other gods tvhich ye have not knoion.] It 
was not every sin that turned God's favour from them; but 
their idolatry and apostacy from him: against which he 
principally warns them, throughout all these chapters, iv. 
3, 4. 15, 16. 23. v. 32. vi. 4.14. vii. 4, 5. 25. viii. 19. ix. 12. 
x. 20. 

Ver. 29. And it shall come to pass, when the Lord thy 
God hath brought thee into the land, whither thou goest to 
possess it, that thou shall put the blessing upon Mount Ge- 
rizim, and the 'curse upon Mount Ebah] To quicken them 
unto a strict care in their obedience, blessings and cursings 
were to be pronounced with great solemnity at their first en- 
trance into the land of Canaan; as is more fully ordered 
xxvii.ll, 12, &c. and performed by Joshua, (viii. 33 — 35.) 
And Moses seems to enjoin them the like solemnity, every 
seventh year, xxxi. 10 — 13. 

Ver. 30. Are they not on the other side Jordan^] With 
respect to the place where Moses now was, the mountains 
he mentions were on the other side of Jordan,in the land of 
Canaan. In which they had no sooner got footing, but 
Joshua took care to execute this command;, that their 
hearts might be possessed with a sense upon what terms 
they were to enjoy it. And he describes the places so par- 
ticularly, that they might be sure to know them. 

By the way where the sun goeth down.] On that side 
which inclined to the west. 

In the land of the Canaanites.] The people particularly 
so called, who were one of the seven nations ; some of 
which lived here in the east, and others near the Midland 
Sea. As I have observed upon Gen.xv. 21. 

Which dwell in the champaigne over against Gilgal.] 
Some think these mountains were at such a considerable 
distance from Gilgal, that they cannot be said to be over 
against Gilgal; because this phrase signifies them not to 
be far off one from the other. And therefore they trans- 
late these words, looking towards Gilgal. But it is not 
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said, that the mountains were over against Gilgal, but the 
dwelling of the Canaanites (in whose country these moun- 
tains were) was over against it. 

Beside the plain of Moreh?] Of which mention is made 
Gen. xii. G. where the Canaanites arc also mentioned as 
in that land, when Abraham came into it. Which sug- 
gests to us, that these blessings were pronounced in that 
very place where Abraham anciently dwelt, and where he 
worshipped God, who there appeared to him. 

Ver. 31. For ye shall pass over Jordan, to go i?i to pos- 
sess the land which the Lord your God giv'eth you, and ye 
shall possess it, and dwell therein.'] He would have them be 
as careful in this matter, as it was certain that they should 
shortly go over Jordan, to take possession of the country 
which God was about to bestow f on them; which he as- 
sures them they should get possession of, and settle them- 
selves therein. 

Ver. 32. And ye shall observe to do all the statutes and 
judgments which I set before you this day.] But then do not 
forget what I have so often said to you, which ho thought 
he could not inculcate enough. (See iv. 40. v. 82. vi. l.« 
vii. 11. viii. 1, &c.) 

CHAP. XII. 

Ver. 1. j£ HESE are the statutes and judgments which ye 
shall observe to do> in the land which the Lord God of thy 
fathers giveth thee to possess, &c] Now, I suppose, he bo- 
gins a new exbortation,-which he made to them at some 
small distance from the former. And he enters upon it 
with the same words, which ho -used before, vi. 1. ix. 1. 
which could not be too often repeated, considering the 
great pronencss of the people to neglect their duty. 

Ver. 2. He shall utterly destroy all the places wherein the * 
nations which ye shall possess served their gods.] So that no 
opinion should be left of their being sacred places by any 
relic or memorial of the old idolatry remaining there. It 
was not sufficient that the gods which the seven nations 
worshipped wcro abolished, but the very places also where 
they were worshipped were to be made common, and em- 
ployed to other uses. 

Upon the mountains, and upon the hills, and under every 
green tree.'] These were the places where the ancient hea- 
.then chose to worship their gods, imagining their sacrifices 
were more acceptable upon mountains than in valleys. 
Lucian himself gives this reason for it, because men were 
then nearer to the gods, and so more easily obtained audi- 
onco : v Oti twv eu^oXtajv ayx^ ev iTdtovm ol Stol. And Ta- 
citus sailh the same in the last of his Annals. Demons also 
were wont to haunt woods and shady places, and there ap- 
pear to men : and were thought also to be the presidents of 
mountains; others of woods and forests. And accordingly 
the heathen erected altars to them in these and such-like 
places, particularly under great oaks, which were held sa- 
cred places, where their gods were thought to have a pe- 
culiar power. By this law therefore God intended to root 
out this superstition ; and commanded his tabernacle to be 
built low and humble. And though afterward the temple 
was set upon a hill, there was only one, and no more: 
and therefore it could not be thought to be out of any opi- 
nion that a hill was more sacred than another place. 

And under every green tree.] Nothing can illustrate these 



words more, than what Pliny saith, in the twelfth book of 
his Natural History, concerning trees ; which thus begins, 
Hacfuere numinum templa, &c. 4< These were the temples 
of the gods; and even now the simple people, after the An- 
cient rites, dedicate to God such trees as excel the rest. 
Nor do wo more adore the images glittering with gold and 
ivory, quctm lucos, et in Us silentia ipsa, than ive do the 
groves, and the solemn silence therein." And then he rec- 
kons what trees were peculiarly sacred to Jupiter, Apollo, 
Minerva, &c. concluding that several of their gods, such as 
the Sylvani, Fauni, and some of their nymphs, had their 
names from woods. This was a thing so notorious, that in 
their most sacred solemnities, they were wont to present 
the gods whom they worshipped with a crown or garland 
made of boughs and leaves of such trees in which they we're 
thought to delight; as to Jupiter, a crown of oak; to 
Apollo, of laurel; to Minerva, of olive; to Venus, of myr- 
tle ; to Bacchus, of ivy; to Rhea, Pan, Neptune, and Vul- 
can, of pine, &c. (See Ezek. Spanhemius upon Callima- 
chus's hymn to Diana, ver. 200.) 

Ver. 3. And ye shall overthrow their altars, and break 
their pillars, and burn their groves with fire; and you shall 
hew down the graven images of their gods.] See vii. 5. and 
Lev. xxvi. 1. He mentions all these so particularly, be- 
cause this is the very, foundation and hinge of the law (as 
Maimonides speaks), that all opinion of the sanctity of such 
things should be blotted out of men's hearts, and the me- 
mory of them extinguished, More Nevochim, par. iii. cap. 
219. where he reckons abundance of things of this kind, 
which were among the old idolaters called Zabii. 

And destroy the names of them out of that place.] From 
this, and such-like places, the Jews have framed this af- 
firmative precept, that the gentile idolatry is by all means 
to be desfroyed. For these nations having forfeited their 
land by their abominable wickedness, and God having be- 
stowed it upon the Israelites, (whom he took for his pecu- 
liar people, and,among whom he dwelt, and therefore calls 
this his land, see vii. 6.) he, as the King of the country, 
might enjoin what orders he pleased to have observed. 
And it was of the highest concernment, that there should 
not bo the least footstep of the old idolatry left in the coun- 
try; but that he who was the Lord of it, and the Lord of 
heaven and earth, should bo alone acknowledged and wor- 
shipped. And there was a greater reason for this than at 
tirst sight may be imagined: for, as the host of heaven was 
worshipped, as the glorious bodies wherein their gods in- 
habited (which was the reason of the best of the heathen 
for this worship), so their demons were supposed to dwell 
in the images and pillars which for that end were erected 
to them; the sovereign celestial gods being worshipped in 
the sun, moon, and stars, wherein they wore thought to 
dwell, and these petty deities, the demons, were worshipped 
in images and columns, which were made for them, and ibr 
no other deities, as our Mr. Mede observes, par. i. p. 778. 
Ver. 4. Ye shall not do so unto tlie Lord your God.] 
That is, not servo him upon tho mountains, nor in groves, 
nor under green trees. Which appears to be the sense, both 
from the foregoing words, (ver. 2, 3.) and from the follow- 
ing opposition in tho next verso. And it is very probable, 
that, during their continuance in the wildcrness,nonc sacri- 
ficed in high places, but offered all at the door of the taber- 
nacle, which was not far from them. When they came 
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into Canaan, and were many of them at a distance from 
the tabernacle, they did sacrifice in high places; and we 
do not find them reproved for it while they worshipped the 
Lord alone, and had priests who,' officiated there, and in 
other places, according to , the precepts of the law: but 
\vhen the temple was built, and the ark of God's presence 
no longer removed from place to place, the prophets re- 
quired them not to sacrifice any longer in high places, nor 
any where else, but only at the temple. And they blamed 
even good kings for not taking away the high places, though 
no sacrifices were offered upon them to any strange god, 
but to the true God alone. Which connivance proved in 
time a great mischief; for here they first began to worship 
strange gods, thfc Israelites being very prone to choose 
mountains, and such shady places (as the rest of the world 
did), wherein to Set up their images, (2 Kings xvii. 10, 11. 
Ezek. xx. 28. Hoseaiv. 13.) 

. Vcr. 5. But unto the place which the Lord your God shall . 
clioose out of all your tribes.'] Unto one certain place which 
God intended to set apart; unto which all the tribes should 
resort, as the only place where they might sacrifice. By 
which means the notion of the unity of God was preserved, 
and his worship kept pure and sincere, as long as they kept 
to this .one place, where the priests of God constantly at- 
tended, to see his service rightly. performed. 

'To put his name there.] By the name of God is meant 
God himself (as to call upon his name, is to call upon him), 
and therefore the sense is, where he would make his dwell- 
ing-place, by settling the ark, and the cloud of glory there, 
which was the token of his presence. This place, at first 
seems to have been Mispeh, and afterward Shiloh. And 
when that was destroyed, the ark removed to several places 
(Kirjath-jearim, Mizpeh, Gilgal, Nob, Gibeon, the house 
of Obed-Edom), till at last it settled at Jerusalem. Where, 
when the temple was built, God saith to Solomon, "I have 
chosen this place to myself, for a house of sacrifice," 
(2 Chron. vii. 12.) Which is the plain sense of these words, 
clioose a place to put his name there. 
• Even unto his habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou 
shalt come.] This explains what he means by the place 
where he would put his name, viz. the place where his sanc- 
tuary was settled, which was his habitation; where he 
placed his majesty (as Onkelos paraphrases), that all might 
repair thither, to seek his grace and favour. 

Ver. 6. And thither ye shall bring your burnt-offerings, 
and your sacrifices.] By sacrifices, as distinct from burnt* 
offerings, must be meant their sin-offerings and peace-offer- 
ings. And the latter of these were sometimes for mercies 
received, and sometimes free-will-offerings, or vows, as we 
read in Lev. vii. 12. 16. • Which, if they had been.bound, as 
oft as there was occasion, to bring to one certain place 
(Jerusalem suppose), though they were at never so great 
distance from it, it would have been an intolerable expense 
to devout people. And therefore the Jews think the mean- 
ing is, that they were bound to these sacrifices, either for 
offences committed, or for mercies received, &c. at the next 
feast at the farthest; and not to defer them beyond that 
time. (See Dr. Lightfoot in his Temple Service, p. i)9, 100. 
of the first edition.) 

And your tithes.] Not those which were to be paid to the 
Levites, or by them to the'priests, but another tithe which 
was to be set aside, after that to the Levites was paid, and 
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employed as is directed, xiv. 22, 23, &c. (See here below, 
ver. 17.) 

And heave-offerings of your hand.] The first-fruits, as 
the LXX. and Vulgar Latin rightly translate it, viz. of 
corn, and wine, and oil, and other fruits "of the earth. 
Which are called the heave-offerings of their hantif because 
they brought them in their own hand; and having heaved 
them up to the Lord, they gave them to the priests. (See 
Numb, xviii. 11, 12. and Deut. xviii. 4. xxvi. 4. 10.) 

And your voids, and yourfree-wiU-offerings.]VFh\ch were 
comprehended before under the name of sacrifices, but here 
more particularly expressed, to signify, that though they 
might choose whether they would offer them or not, or 
whether they would vow, them, yet they could not choose 
the place where they should be offered (if they vowed, or 
were disposed to it), but must be determined by this law. 

And the firstlings of your herds, and of your flocks.] This 
shews, that the heave-offerings of their hand comprehend 
only the. first-fruits of the earih; besides which, these first" 
lings also belonged to the priests, (Numb, xviii. 15—17.) 

Ver. 7. And there ye shall eat.] Their part of the things 
beforementioned ; the people being wont, in ancient time, 
before the law of Moses, to feast upon part of the sacrifices 
of peace-offerings; as appears from Exod. xviii. 12.xxxiv. 
13, 14. 

Before the Lord your God.] Not in the tabernacle or 
temple, where only the priests might eat the most holy 
things, which were peculiarly theirs, (Numb, xviii. 10.) 
but in some place very near to the sanctuary: it being the 
custom of other people (and perhaps before thes time of 
Moses) to feast with their gods in their very temples, or 
near their altars, according to that of the apostle,*! Cor. 
viii. 10. Therefore God entertained his people also at his 
own house, Commanding them here, and in other places, to 
eat their sacrifices before him at his sanctuary, and no 
where else; that is, in some place adjacent to the sanctu- 
ary. Whereby they declared that they had communion 
with him, and not with idols, by partaking with him at his 
table, that is, his altar: for there could be no need of their 
eating there, but only to signify this, and to secure them in 
his religion by feasting in his presence, and thereby o^yn- 
ing themselves to belong to him. This is repeated very 
often in this book, (ver. 18. of this chapter, xiv. 23. 26. xv. 
20. xvi. 5.) but especially xxvii. 6, 7. where they are re- 
quired, before the temple was built, to eat their sacrifices 
near the altar which was erected after they came over Jor- 
dan. This being a profession of the true religion, to eat at 
God's altar, as to eat of things sacrificed to idols was to 
profess the heathenish religion. So all have understood it, 
as Elmenhorstius hath shewn from a great heap of authors, 
in his Annot. ad Minutium Foelicem, fol. 69.. 

And ye shall rejoice in all that ye put your hand unto, 
ye and your households, whereivith the Lord thy t God hath 
blessed thee.] This signifies either that they should rejoice 
at these feasts in the goodness of God, who had blessed 
the labour of their hands (of which the tithe they brought 
thither was a fruit), or that, doing thus, God would bless 
all their future labours, and make them and their families 
-prosper, and take comfort in all their enjoyments. 

Ver. 8. Ye shall not do after all the things that xw do 
here this day.] This doth not signify, as if there was no 
civil government, or that the courts of justice did not sit 
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and execute judgment between man and man, but relates 
to the place of offering sacrifice, (as Mr. Selden observes, 
lib. ii. dc Syncdr. cap. 15. n. 4.) which, in their wandering 
condition, they did not so strictly pbserve as God expected 
when they came to bo settled, bur learned Dr. Spencer 
thinks Prelates also to other old customs, which were 
rather childish than - profane ; and therefore tolerated by 
God for the present. To which he thinks those words of 
St. Paul have respect, Acts xiii. 18. Many things also 
perhaps they omitted, which they could not, or did not, 
observe in the wilderness ; as their new moons, and other 
solemn days; with several rites of purification and clean- 
sing prescribed by the law of Moses. 

Every man whatsoever is right in his own eyes.] This 
doth not import that there was no good order kept among 
them, or that they were left at liberty to sacrifice where 
they pleased ; but that, in such an uncertain state, when 
they were removing from place to place, many took the 
liberty iu such matters to do as they thought good. 

Ver. 9. For ye are not yet come to the rest.] This ex- 
plains what goes before, and gives the reason why God 
counived at some irregularities, because they were not 
fixed to a place, but uncertain when they should have a 
sign to pack up their goods, and be gone to another station. 

To the inheritance which the Lord your God giveth you.] 
Where they were to abide, as long as they observed God's 
commands. 

Ver. 10. And tvhen ye go over Jordan, and dwell in the 
land which the Lord your God giveth yoii to inherit.] 
When their condition was altered for the better, God ex- 
pected that they should be so too. 

And when he giveth you rest from all your enemies round 
about, so that ye dwell in safety.] This intimates, that the' 
fear they were in, while they wandered in the wilderness, 
of the incursions of their enemies, might make them some- 
times offer sacrifice where they ought not, and commit 
other disorders. 

V6r. 11. Then there shall be a place which the Lord thy 
God shall clioose, to cause his name to dwell there.] God 
was not pleased (as Maimonides observes) to declare' any 
where in the law where this place should be; but, though 
he often determines them to one place, (ver. 26. xiv. 23. 
xvi.- G.) yet he leaves the place undetermined. Which he 
imagines might be for these three reasons: first, lest the 
gentiles should get possession of it, and make war upon 
that account ; thinking that this place was the end of the 
law (as he speaks). And, secondly, lest they, in whose 
hands it was, should do all they could to destroy it. And^ 
thirdly (which is the truest reason), lest every tribe should 
desire to have it in their lot, and strife should arise among 
them about it. (More Nevochim, par. iii. cap. 45.) 

TInther shall, ye bring all that I command you, your 
burnt-offerings, your sacrifices, &c.} All that he mentioned 
before, ver. G. This may seem a heavy imposition, that 
they might not offer them in any place, and at any time: 
but Maimonides makes this wise reflection upon it ; " That 
God intended to teach them, not to have so high an opi- 
nion of- sacrifices, as of prayers and deprecations, and 
such-like parts of Divine worship (viz. acknowledging 
his goodness, praising him, and giving him thanks), which 
are the things God mainly intends, and may bo offered 
every where. Whereas sacrifices are not of that account 



with him ; which made him limit them to one place where 
he should appoint them to be offered ; and not suffer any 
but one certain family to discharge this office. These and 
such-liko things were to diminish tho value of sacrifices: 
for which reason the prophets often reprehend men for 
their too great diligence and zeal in bringing sacrifices, of 
which God had no need, and did not principally intend as 
the worship he delighted in: for which he cites 1 Sam. 
xv. 22. Isa. i. 11. Jerem. vii. 22. Sacrifices being ap- 
pointed, and one place for them, not for any good in them- 
selves, but only that all idolatry might be abolished, and 
the belief of the unity of God preserved," (More Nevochim, 
par. iii. cap. 32.) 

All your choice vows.] In the Hebrew the words are, as 
our margin notes, the choice of your voivs. So their peace- 
offerings, which were vows, were called; because they 
were to be selected out of those creatures which were per- 
fect, and without the least defect. Whereas those crea- 
tures which had something superfluous, or lacking in any 
part, might be accepted for a free-will-offering, which a 
man was not bound to make, but brought it merely out of 
good-will. So we read expressly in Levit. xxii. 23. 

Ver. 12. And ye shall rejoice before the Lord your God, 
ye and your sons, and your daughters, and your men- 
servants, and your maid-servants.] The whole family was ta 
feast with God, and one with another; whereby brotherly 
love and friendship were increased and strengthened, by 
their meeting and eating together at one place. And 
nothing is more joyful, than to see brethren dwell together 
in unity. (See ver. 7.) 

And the Levite that is vrithin your gates, forasmuch as Jie 
hath no part nor inheritance with you.] See x. 9. This 
whole tribe (as Maimonides well notes) being devoted to 
the Divine service, and the study of the law, neither minded 
ploughing nor sowing, but were wholly consecrated unto 
God. And, therefore, we find them very commonly reckoned 
among the strangers, the fatherless, and the widows, because 
they had no certain possessions; which made it the more 
reasonable tliey should constantly be entertained at these 
feasts, which were kept at God's house, (More Nevochim, 
par. iii. cap. 31.) 

Ver. 13. Take heed to thyself, that thou offer not thy 
burnt-offerings.] Under burnt-offerings are comprehended 
all the other offerings beforementioned ; for these were tho 
chief, and the most usual ; and if they might not bo offered 
but at a certain place, much less might any other, as every 
body might understand, without repeating them all again. 

In every place that thou seest.] To be beautiful, lovely, 
and inviting, by its situation, and shady trees, and foun- 
tains, &c. Such as are mentioned ver. 2. Which tho 
gentiles chose, perhaps, wherein to sacrifice, because they 
were more delightful or solemn than other. Whence Eze- 
kiel, vi. 3. mentions rivers and valleys (together with moun- 
tains) where there wore fine pastures, and springs of water; 
which were so pleasant and refreshing in those countries, 
that they fancied the gods delighted in them. So St. Jerome 
notes upon Jer. vii. that this gentile error, onmes provin- 
cias occupavit, &c. spread itself in all parts of the world, 
That they should offer their sacrifices at the heads of foun- 
tains and delightful groves. 

Ver. 14. But in the place which the Lord shall choose in 
one of thy tribes, there jhalt thou offer thy burnt-offerings.] 
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This he had said before, ver. 5, 6. 11. but repeats it again, 
because of the great importance of it, to prevent all strange 
worship. Elijah, indeed, offered upon Mount Carmel, after 
the temple was built, but it was by a prophetical inspira- 
tion; and if any one at that time had asked him. if .they 
might take that liberty, he "would have answered, By no 
means ; but he that offers out of Jerusalem shall be cut. off; 
(Levit. xvii. 4.), as for what T do now, it is an extra- 
ordinary case, to convince the lying prophets of Baal, &c. 
Thus Maimonides in Seder Zeraim. 

And there thou shalt do all that I command thee*'] ; Bring 
their tithes and first-fruits beforementioned,,ver. 6. and eat 
and rejoice before the Lord, (ver. 7.) 

Ver. 15. Notwithstanding , thou mayest hill and eat flesh.] 
For common food. . 

In all the gates.] In any city, town, or house. While 
they were in the wilderness, indeed, they might not kill 
their beasts, but only at the. door of the tabernacle; and, 
consequently, they ate nothing but peace-offerings, which 
had been first presented unto God, and part of them burnt 
at his altar, (Levit. xvii. 3, 4, &c.) But when they went 
into Canaan, they were freely indulged to kill their beasts in 
any place, without bringing any part of them to. the altar. 
< 'Wliatsoever thy soul lusteth after.] Of all sorts of crea- 
tures, not prohibited in the eleventh of Leviticus. 

According Jo the blessings of the Lord thy God, ivhich he 
hath given thee.] Suitable to every man's estate and con- 
dition. ' j ; , * 

Tlie unclean and the clean may eat thereof] They who 
were under any legal uncleanncss might not eat .of the 
sacrifices; but of common food, at their ordinary tables, 
they might, as well as others. 

As of the roe-buck, and as of the hart.] He instances 
in these, because there was great plenty of them in that 
country, as vElian observes in the end of his fifth book; 
where he saith they were lv neyiarots opzm, in the highest 
mountains of Amanus, Libanus, and Carmel. These crea- 
tures might not be sacrificed to God: but they might eat 
of others which were used in sacrifice (sheep, goats, oxen), 
as freely as of these which were .not. 

Ver. 16. Only ye shall not eat the blood.] But of the 
blood of those creatures they might no more eat, than of 
those that were sacrificed at the altar. But, as there it was 
to be sprinkled upon the altar, and then poured out at the 
foot of it, so here it was to be poured on the earth. 

Ye shall pour it upon the earth as tvater.] So that it 
might sink into the ground and disappear, as water doth 
when it is poured on the earth. Which is so strictly en- 
joined, though it was not the blood of an oblation, to pre- 
vent those superstitions which were exercised by the old 
idolaters about the blood of their sacrifices, in which they 
thought their demons delighted, and by eating of which 
they hoped to have communion with them, as Maimonides 
observes, in his More Nevochim, par. iii. cap. 46. 

Ver. 17. Thou mayest not eat within thy gates.] In their 
own private habitations. 

The tithe of thy corn, or of thy wine, or of thy oil] This 
.cannot be meant of the tithe paid to the Levites, which the 
people might not eat anywhere, being appropriated to the 
Levites alone : he speaking therefore of a tithe which the 
people might eat, though not at home, yet in the place 
where the sanctuary was, it must be meant of that which 
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the Hebrews call the second tithe, which was set out after 
that to the Levites was paid. Concerning which he speaks, 
xiv. 22, 23, &c. * " , 

1 1 Or, the firstlings of the herds, or of thy flock.] These 
were entirely the priests* portion by an express law, 
(Numb: xviii. 15.17, 18.) and therefore could not lawfully 
be eaten by the people, either at home, or at the sanctuary. 
Which makes it necessary to understand this of some other 
firstlings; and it is not improbable that it is meant of the 
females which open the womb: for the males only were 
the Lord's (as appears from Exodus xiii. and other places), 
who gave them to his priests ; but he would have the first- 
born females also to be in some sort sacred, by requiring 
them to be eaten at his sanctuary, where his priests had 
their share of them. For I see no ground to think, that as 
there was a secondary tithe, so there was a secondary first- 
ling set apart by every man to this use. 

Nor any of thy vows which thou vowest,&c] All such 
.things were also wholly the Lords, (Levit. xxvii. 28.) and 
given by him to his priests, (Numb, xviii. 14.) But that is 
only to be understood of what was vowed to God abso- 
lutely, without mentioning any particular use to which it 
,^vas designed. Besides which, they might vow what they 
pleased to be spent in solemn feasts with the Levites, the 
widows, the fatherless, and other poor people; and of 
such Moses here speaks. * t \ 

Or heave-offerings of thine hand.] These were first-fruits 
of corn, wine, and oil, as I said upon ver. 6. which were also 
the priests' portion, (Numb, xviii. 12.) Therefore this can 
be meant of no other first-fruits but such as ; men freely 
offered, without any obligation to it, to be spent in. this 
fashion ; for he was speaking before of such kind of things ; 
unless wo will understand this of the first-fruits of young 
trees, which might not be eaten in three years after they 
were planted, but in the fourth year were " to be holy, to 
praise the Lord withal/' (Lev. xix. 24.) which, as Josephus 
saith, were spent in these sacred feasts. (See there.) 

Ver. 18. But thou must eat them before the Lord thy God, 
in the place which the Lord thy God shall choose, thou, and 
thy son, and thy daughter, &c] See before, ver. 11, 12. ' 

Ver. 19. Take heed to thyself, that thou forsake not the 
Levite as long as thou livest upon the earth.] He gives this 
caution, lest covetousness should make them defraud the 
Levites of their tithes, and not let them have convenient 
habitations, "or profaneness make them not invite them to 
the sacred feasts before spoken of. This is repeated xiv. 
27. And in this the Jews were so careful, that when there 
was such increase of the Levites that their cities could not 
contain them, they assigned them more than were given 
them at first: for Joshua gave them only forty-eight; but 
before the captivity of Babylon they had twenty more added 
to them, as appears from 1 Chron. vi. 65, 66, &c. where, 
after the mention of the old number, there is an account 
given of twenty more added to them out of several tribes : 
for though they could not enlarge the bounds prescribed 
to their cities, yet, as the number of Levites increased, 
they might give thein new cities. And so they did, that 
they might not be straitened in their dwellings among 
them. 

Ver.20. When the Lord thy God shall enlarge thy border.] 
That is, when he had brought them out of this wilderness, 
where they were encamped round about the tabernacle, 
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into a spacious country, where they might live far distant 
from it. 

As the Lord hath promised thee.'] Which he promised to 
enlarge even as far as Euphrates, if they were obedient to 
him, (Gen. xv. 18.) • 

And thou shalt say, I tvill eat flesh.] Have a desire to 
eat it. 

Because thy soul longeth to eat flesh.] There were several 
sorts of flesh that were lawful to be eaten, which they could 
not have in the wilderness, and therefore might be supposed 
to desire them very much when they came into Canaan, 
which abounded with them. And besides, they would have 
more plenty of such cattle as they now had, which might 
incline them to keep greater tables. 

Thou may est eat flesh whatsoever thy soul lusteth after J] 
This was said before, ver. 15. and now repeated with all 
the rest that belongs to this matter, to let them see God 
did not intend to abridge them too much of their liberty : 
for though they might not eat the tithe of their corn, wine, 
and oil, (aud the rest mentioned ver, 17.) at their own- 
home, because they were holy things, and therefore to be 
eaten in one certain place where God's sanctuary was ; yet 
all sorts of flesh, used at their private tables, he now gives 
them leave to kill any where, without bringing it to the 
tabernacle, and offering the blood at the altar, as they were 
tied to do while they were in the wilderness, (Lev, xvii. 3, 
4, &c.) For then the tabernacle was very near to every one 
of them ; but when their border was enlarged, it must needs 
be at so great a distance from some of them, that it would 
have been too heavy a burden to oblige them to kill every 
thing they ate at the tabernacle, and therefore he dispenses 
with it. 

Ver. 21. If the place, &c] The particle chi may better 
be translated here because; which makes these words a 
reason of the allowance given in the foregoing verse, Because 
theplacewhich the Lord thy God hath chosen to put his name 
there, is too far from thee, thou mayest kill, &c. 

Of thy herd, and of thy flock.] Such creatures as are now 
allowed for sacrifice, oxen, sheep, lambs, and goats. 

Which the Lord hath given thee.] For food as well as 
other uses. 

As I have commanded thee.] Given thee leave to eat at 
home, without carrying them to the tabernacle : so it follows, 
And thou shalt eat in thy gates ivhatsoever thy soul lusteth 
after; i. e. all manner of things, of which there was great 
variety, not prohibited by this law, 

Ver. 22. Even as the roe-buck and the hart is eaten, so 
mayest thou eat them.] Which were creatures not allowed 
to be offered to God in sacrifice, (see ver. 15.) and there- 
fore they might less doribt to eat of them, than of such as 
were peculiarly appointed for that use. Fiom which they 
might possibly have thought, that out of reverence to God 
they should abstain ; but are here satisfied they might as 
freely eat of them as of the other. 

Thecleanandtheunclean shall eat ofthemalike.] Whereas, 
while they were in the wilderness, only such as were clean 
might cat flesh, because it was sanctified by being killed at 
the altai; now all are indulged the same liberty, whether 
" they were removed from holy things (as the Jerusalem 
Targum expresses it), or were pure to use them, both might 
cat flesh alike." 

Ver. 23. Only be sure that thou cat not the blood.] Take 



great care, as the word signifies in the Hebrew (which is, 
be strong), use thy utmost diligence to prevent this. 

For the blood is the life, and thou mayest not eat the life 
tvith the flesh.] Sec what I have noted upon Gen. ix. 4, 
Levit. xvii. 11, 14, 

Ver, 24. Thou shalt not eat it, thou slialt pour it out upon 
the earth as water.] Since they could not pour it out at the 
altar, where nobody could meddle with it, they were to 
pour it out on the earth, that it might sink into it. Or, as 
the law required in Leviticus, (xvii. 13.) cover it with dust, 
that the cattle might not lick it up : or, the meaning may 
be, pour it as a common thing (which water is), without 
any religious rite used about it. 

Ver. 25. Thou shalt not eat of it.] This is repeated here 
so often, as it is also in Levit. xvii. to shew the weighti- 
ness of this command. 

That it may go well with thee, and with thy children of ter 
thee, when thou shalt do that which is right in the sight of 
the Lord.] When they neither followed the idolatrous cus- 
toms which the gentiles used about the blood, nor pro- 
fanely meddled with that which was peculiar to God, when 
it was offered at the altar: which was the great reason 
why they wore prohibited to cat blood. 

Ver. 26. Only thy holy things which thou hast, and thy 
vows, thou shalt take, and go into the place which the Lord 
shall cJioose.] Only he would have them not to forget that 
the things mentioned ver. 17. they were not to eat at home, 
but at the house of God, though it was never so far distant 
from them. 

Ver. 27. And thou shalt offer thy burnt-offerings, tlie 
flesh, and the blood, upon the altar of the Lord thy God.] 
No sacrifices were to be offered any where but at the sanc- 
tuary, as he had said before, ver. 6. and now reminds them 
of it, that they might observe it, and do accordingly. 

And the blood of thy sacrifices shall be poured out upon 
the altar of the Lord thy God.] All their peace- offerings, as 
well as others, were to be there offered, and their blood 
poured on the altar as a holy thing; whereas the blood of 
those creatures they killed at home was poured out, as a 
common thing, like water. 

And thou slialt eat the flesh.] After God and his priests 
had their parts. 

Ver. 28. Observe and hear all these words which I com- 
mand thee, that it may go well with thee, and with thy chil- 
dren after thee for ever.] This was the great command- 
ment, To serve God alone: and the observance of it was 
the great condition upon which all their happiness de- 
pended; which makes him again press their care in this 
matter. 

When thou doest that which is good and right in the sight 
of the Lord thy God.] Please God by a strict obedience to 
this precept. 

Ver. 29. And when the Lord thy God shall cut off the 
nations from before thee, whither thou goest to possess them, 
Ike.] See ix. 1. 

Ver. 30. Take heed to thyself that thou be not snared 
by following them, after that they be destroyed from before 
thee.] It is plain from hence, that in this chapter, as well 
as in the foregoing, he is still endeavouring to secure them 
from the idolatrous customs of the country which they 
went to possess ; which is the ground of the following pro- 
hibition, about which he could not say too much, they 
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being so prone to idolatry, and the danger they incurred 
thereby so exceeding great. There are some of the Jews ' 
who think, that by following them is meant following their 
fashions in their clothes, and in their ornaments (as it is 
explained in the book Siphri), which might entice them to 
imitate their religious rites, which it appears by the next 
words are principally intended. 

After tJia't they be destroyed from before thee.] It was the 
most unaccountable folly to worship the gods of those 
nations, whom they saw expelled their country for their 
idolatries. 

And that thou inquire not after their gods.] They were 
not so much as to ask what gods they worshipped. 

Saying, How did these nations serve their gods?] Nor 
endeavour to know the' manner of their worship. Which 
was very different, as Maimonidcs observes, according as 
their gods differed one from another; for that sort of wor- 
ship which w r as acceptable to one god, might not be given 
to another. As they uncovered themselves (if we may be- 
lieve him) before Baal-Peor, and threw a stone to Mer- 
cury. See his tract concerning the Worship of the Planets, 
cap. 3. sect. 2, &c. and Dionys. Vossius's annotations 
there; where he resolves, that, if they uncovered themselves 
to Mercury, or threw a stone to Baal-Peor, it was not idol- 
atry, because not their proper worship: which is a foolish 
opinion; for they were not to use any of their religious 
rites, no more than to offer sacrifice, burn incense, or bow 
down to any of their idols, which he acknowledges was 
idolatry. In short, if they gave the idol the worship proper 
to him, or that worship which was proper to the true God, 
he acknowledges they w r ere guilty. 

Even so will I do likewise.] Though men only resolve to 
do it, yet they were guilty of committing this sin. The 
Jews, indeed, make no great account of sins committed in 
the heart, yet in this case they are very strict, having 
framed this maxim, as R. Levi Barzelonita observes, 
Praecept. cexxvi. which their rabbins industriously incul- 
cate into their scholars, that * the blessed God imputes no 
thought of any transgression to an Israelite, as if it were the 
fact itself, except only the thought of idolatry, which is 
imputed to a man, as if he had committed idolatry." Now 
it was a reasonable presumption, that he who inquired 
how the people of Canaan worshipped their gods, in- 
tended at least to worship the God of Israel, as they did 
those idols: and this gave too much cause to suspect, that 
he had an inclination to worship theiridols instead of God: 
for otherwise he would have rested content with that 
way of worshipping God which the law had prescribed. 
Whereupon the Jews have determined (as our Mr. Thorn- 
dike hath observed), that there are four ceremonies, which, 
whosoever performs to any thing but to God alone, must 
be understood to worship it for God; which are sacrific- 
ing, burning incense, pouring out drink-offerings, and ado- 
ration. But others there are, by doing which men cannot 
be 'concluded to worship any thing but God, till they do it 
in that way and fashion as is done by those who profess to 
worship it for God. (See his Principles of Christian Truth, 
chap. 26.) 

Ver. 81. Tltou shalt not do so unto the Lord thy God.] 
See ver. 4. of which the reason is here given. 

For every abomination to the Lord which he hateth, have 
they done unto their gods.] For instance: "The Zabii 



(saith Maimonides), I find in their books, offered to their 
great god, the suri, seven bats, and seven mice, and seven 
other creeping things: which alone may suffice to demon- 
strate how vile and abominable their worship was, and 
what reason there was so severely to prohibit their idol- 
atry, and every thing pertaining to it." (More Nevochim, 
par. iii. cap. 29.) 

For even their sons and daughters they have burnt in the 
fire to their gods.] This is the great instance of their abo- 
minable wickedness. Of which, sec Levit. xviii. 21. xx. 2* 
This was' notoriously practised by the Carthaginians, who, 
it is certain, derived it from the Phoenicians, the ancient 
inhabitants of this country. Plato mentions it in Prota- 
gora, where he saith, " The Athenian laws did not permit 
them to sacrifice men ; but among the Carthaginians it w r as 
a holy rite; so that some of them permitted their sons to 
be offered to Saturn:" which wicked custom at last over- 
spread all nations, even the Greeks themselves, as Joh. 
Gensius hath demonstrated, lib. de Victimis Humanis, 
par. i. cap. 11. and par. ii. cap. 6. 

Ver. 32. Whatsoever thing I command you, observe to do 
it.*] Keep close to the precepts I have given you about my 
worship, ver. 28. and see iv. 2. 

Thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it.] They 
were not to add any other rites of worship 6f their own de- 
vising, or from the idolatrous customs of those countries, 
nor omit any of those which God had commanded them to 
use : for if they had used any of the gentile ceremonies, 
whereby they honoured their gods, it would easily have 
introduced the worship of the gods themselves, and, if they 
had omitted any of the rites which God had ordained, 
some other would have easily stepped into their room 
which were used by idolaters. 

Maimonides, from these words, labours to prove the 
eternity of the law of Moses. But it is very strange, that 
so great a man should be so blind as not to see what some 
of his brethren could discern, that God did not bind up 
himself neither to change nor alter these laws, though he 
did not permit the Israelites to do it. So the author of 
Sepher Ikkarim wisely glosses upon these words: (lib. iii. 
cap. 14.) " The Scripture prohibits us to add unto, or de- 
tract from, these precepts, according to our will and plea- 
sure; but what hinders the blessed God cither to add or 
detract, when his blessed wisdom shall think fit? Which 
he illustrates in the foregoing chapter, by this example 
among others ; A physician prescribes a diet to his patient, 
for such a time as he judges convenient, which he doth not 
declare to the sick man. Now when the time comes that 
the physician hath obtained his end, he changes the diet, 
and permits his patient what he formerly forbade, and pro- 
hibits that which he formerly permitted. Which exactly 
agrees to what our blessed Saviour had done." 



CHAP. XIII. 

Ver. I. JLF there arise among you.] In future times. 

A prophet.] One that pretends to have a message from 
God delivered to him in a vision, or by the word of the 
Lord : for there was a constant succession of prophets (to 
whom God revealed his mind several ways) among the 
Jews, to preserve them in the true worship of God, and 
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instruct them in their law, and admonish them on some oc- 
casions of things to come; which was. the more necessary, 
because there were such kind of persons among the gentiles. 
Or a dreamer of dreams, .] Who pretended God had ap- 
peared to him in a dream, (as he did unto Jacob, Gen, 
xxviii. 11.) and revealed his mind to him. Such there 
were in Jeremiah s time, (Jer. xxix. 8.) % 
And give thee a sign.] Foretell something. 
Or a wonder.'] By what follows one would think this 
.belongs to the foregoing words, which are to bo understood 
,as if he had said, If he foretell some wonderful -thing, which 
: shall shortly come to pass. Or,it maybe interpreted, shall 
■work a miracle; unto which the heathen did not so much 
pretend, as they did to predictions, which were common 
among them. 

Ver. 2. And the sign or the wonder come to pass whereof 
• he spake unto thee.'] The event confirms the prediction; so 
that he seem a true prophet. 

Saying, Let us go after other gods which thou hast not 
known, and let us serve them.'] And, consequently, he .per- 
suade you to worship other gods, which he pretends is 
demonstrated to be lawful, by the fulfilling of his sign 
and wonder. 

Ver. 3. Thou sJialt not hearken unto the words of that 
prophet, or dreamer of dreams.] Notwithstanding, look 
, upon him as a liar; and not as a true prophet: for God can- 
not contradict himself, nor do any thiug to persuade men 
% to forsake him, and give his worship to another. This 
shews that he still pursues his intention (in this chapter, as 
well as all the foregoing), to establish them in the belief 
and worship of one God, according to the first command- 
ment, from which nothing was more likely to seduce them, 
than false prophets, who were the great instruments of 
establishing the foulest idolatry in Israel; as appears from 
1 Kings xviii. 19. where we read of no less -than four hun- 
dred prophets of Baal, and four hundred and fifty prophets 
of the groves, that is, of other false gods, particularly 
Astarte, as Mr. Selden conjectures, in his Syntagma ii. de 
.Diis Syris, cap. 2., And there could not be a greater de- 
monstration that a man was a false prophet, than if he en- 
deavoured to draw them to the worship of other gods, or if 
he pretended to speak in the name of any other god, (Deut. 
xviii. 20.) or if he commanded them to offer such sacrifices 
as Gpd abhorred. Thus Aristander (as David Chytrseus 
notes) discovered himself to be a false prophet, though he 
foretold the destruction of Babylon ; for he required human 
sacrifices to be offered : as Tiresias also predicted victory 
to the Thebans, provided Creon's daughter was offered up 
in sacrifice ; and Chalcas at the time of the siege of Troy, 
hut together therewith commanded the sacrifice of Iphi- 
• genia. These, and such-like things, plainly discovered they 
were not inspired by God, who is the lover of mankind, 
and cannot delight in their blood. 

For the Lord your God proveth you, to know whether 
yon love the Ix>rd your God ivith all your heart, and with 
all your soul.] That there might be an open and public 
discovery made, whether they sincerely loved God or not, 
or were steadfast in their religion. So Maimonides in his 
More Nevochim, par. Hi.' cap. 24. "God would make 
known to the nations of the world the measure of your 
faith, in the truth of his law, and of the approbation where- 
with you apprehend it/' &c. For it had been a great weak- I 



ness to suffer even a miracle to shako their faith, after it 
had been confirmed by so many miracles. 

Ver. 4. Ye shall walk after the Lord your God.] Follow 
the will of God (as Maimonides interprets it), declared by 
himself, (Moro Nevochim, par. i. cap. 38.) Which is a 
plainer and more genuine interpretation than that of the 
Gemara of Sota, cap. 1. sect. 52. where It. Chama ex- 
pounds it of imitating God, in clothing the naked, visiting 
the sick, burying the dead, &c. for € f beneficence is the be- 
ginning and, the end of the Divino law," Which is a pious 
sense, but not here intended. 
And fear him.] Worship him alone, (vi. 2.) 
And keep his commandments.'] The greatest of which is 
this, (xi. 13.) 

And obey his voice.] Which you heard from Mount Sinai, 
saying, " Thou shalt have no other gods but me." 

And ye shall serve him, and cleave unto him.] Steadfastly 
adhere unto his service, and not be drawn from it by any 
persuasion. 

Ver. 5. And that prophet, or dreamer of dreams.] These 
two signify persons who pretended to different sorts of re- 
velations, by visions or by dreams., 

• Shall be put to death.] This the Jews interpret to signify 
strangulation, unto which, upon good proof of the fact, he 
was to be sentenced by the great Sanhedrin: for that was 
a received maxim among them, that " a lying prophet was 
to be judged no w r here but by the council of seventy." 
(See Selden, lib. iii. de Synedriis, cap. G. n. 1,) 

Because he hath spoken to turn you away from the Lord 
your God, wlto broughUyou out of the land of Egypt, and 
redeemed you out of the house of bondage.] Persuaded you 
to forsake your God and his service, to whom you owe 
your liberty, and all your possessions in the land of Canaan. 
To thrust thee out of the way which the Lord thy God com- 
manded thee to walk in.] These words express how zealous 
such impostors were in their importunities, and how restless 
in their endeavours to draw men to idolatry, pressing them 
so earnestly, as if they would force them to it. 

So shalt thou put the evil away from the midst of thee.] 
i. e. The danger of idolatry ; by taking away the life of him 
that would have seduced others unto it. 

Ver. G. If thy brother, the son of thy mother.] Who lay 
in the same womb with him. 

Or thy son, or thy daughter.] Who were dearer than a 
brother. 

Or the wife of thy bosom.] Who was still dearer, sleep- 
ing in the samo bed with him, as the Jerusalem Targum 
expounds it. ,.,-*' 

Or thy friend, wliich is as thine own soul] Whom thou 
lovest as thou dost thy life. He puts a friend in the chief 
place, (as the son of Sirach also doth, Eccles. xxxiii. 19.) 
which their wives, by the ill choice they made of them, had 
nof always in their affection. 

Here is no-mention of father or mother, because a child, 
as the Hebrews fancy, >was to have more reverence for 
them, than to accuse them of any crime whatsoever. As if 
a greater regard was to be had to them than to God him- 
self. The true reason is, because there was no need to 
name them; for, if their piety to God was to overcome 
their love to all those relations beforementioned, it could 
not be supposed that respect to parents was to come into 
competition with it. 
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Entice thee secretly, ,] In the foregoing verses he speaks 
of an open seducer, and here of a secret one ; there of one 
that came with authority, and here of one of the ordinary 
people. 

Saying, Let us go and serve other gods.] The Jews think 
this is meant of one who invited others to idolatry, but did 
not press them with reasons, as in the former case. Which 
is not likely; for all men pretend some reason or other for 
such a great alteration as that to a new religion. . 

Which thou Itast not known, thou nor thy fathers.] This 
aggravates the crime; to entice them to forsake God, who 
was known to have done such wonders for their fathers, 
and was so good to them, and go to serve gods with whom 
they had no acquaintance. 

Ver. 7. Namely, of the gods of the people which are round 
about you, nigh unto thee, or far off from thee.'] Where- 
soever they were (for several nations had several gods), 
whether in the neighbouring countries, or in remote parts; 
it made no difference at all, if they were strange gods. 

From one end of the earth, even unto the other end of the 
earth.] The cnticer might possibly suggest the universality 
of the worship to which he invited him, as an argument to 
embrace it. 

Ver. 8. Thou shalt not consent unto him.] As many 
words as there are in this verse, the Jews think there are so 
many precepts. The first of which is this, not to be led by 
affection and kindness to yield unto his motion. So they 
interpret these words, thou shalt not Jove him. 

Nor hearken unto him.] I do not see how this differs from 
the former; but Ihey interpret it, that they ought to hate 
him, as well,as his motion. So Maimonides, in his book of 
the Worship of the Planets, (cap. 5. sect. G, 7.) 

Neither shall thine eye pity him.] This they fancy signi- 
fies, that, if he were in danger of death, they should not 
help him, but let him perish. 

- Neither shalt thou spare.] When he was brought before 
the judge, they were not to intercede for him,, nor say any 
thing in his favour, nor assist hiin to defend himself. 

Neither shalt thou conceal him.] Dissemble any thing 
that might make against him. And, no doubt, God intended 
by all these words to signify, that he ought to be looked 
upon as his greatest enemy; upon whom therefore they 
were to have no mercy, but to prosecute him unto death, 
as guilty of the highest treason against the Divine Majesty. 

Ver. 9. But thou shalt surely kill him.] Not privately, as 
he enticed others, but by a legal process against him in a 
court of judgment. And that not tho highest, but in the 
court of twenty-three, who might proceed against him, as 
Mr. Selden observes, lib. iii. de Synedr. cap. 6. The only 
difficulty was, how to prove him guilty who enticed another 
secretly (as the text saith), and not before witnesses. To 
which the Jews answer,, That he who was enticed was to 
dispose some persons as secretly near to the place of their 
next meeting, who might hear all he said, and testify it 
in court. 

Thy hand shall be first upon him to put him to deaths] He 
was to be stoned to death, and the accuser was to throw 
the first stone at him, together with the witnesses, (xvii. 7.) 
For it would have weakened the credit of his accusation if 
he had not been the foremost in the execution. (See xvii. 7.) 

And afterward the hand of all the people.] Who were to 
assist in the execution of this sentence. 



The first words of this verse, which we translate, Thou 
shalt surely kill him, the Vulgar Latin translates, Thou shalt 
forthwith kill him. And so the Jews understand the He- 
brew phrase, Killing thou shalt kill him; i. e. immediately 
have him before the court of judgment. As the LXX. 
understood it, avayyiXXwv avayytkttg 7repi avrov, informing 
thou shalt inform against him, that is, without delay. And 
accordingly the Jews add, that, after he was condemned, 
he was immediately also put to death. Whereas in other 
crimes the execution was respited, after the sentence was 
pronounced, for a day and a night, that the man might have" 
time to clear his innocence, if he were able, by any new 
proofs. Such severity was but needful among a people 
prone to idolatry, and encompassed on all sides with idola- 
trous nations. 

Ver. 10. And thou shalt stone him with stones, that he die.] 
But if, upon admonition, he desisted from his enticement, 
and repented of what he had said to his neighbour, and re- 
solved himself not to worship other gods, he was not bound 
to inform against him. 

Because he hath sought to thrust thee away from the Lord 
thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, &c] 
See ver. 5. The very attempt of this was criminal, though 
he did not prevail in his seducement. 

Ver. 11. And all Israel shall hear and fear, and shall do 
no more any such wickedness as this among yen.] The end 
of this severity was to preserve the body of the people from 
the contagion of idolatry. Nothing being more apt to de- 
ter men from crimes than such exemplary punishments of 
them. So Callimachus, in his hymn to Ceres, (ver. 23.) 
makes this the design of the punishment she inflicted on 
Erysichthon, 



tva Ktd rig virtpftaciac aXcjjrat* 



tliat others might shim the like transgression. 

Ver. 12. Andif thou shalt hear say in one of thy cities, 
which the Lord thy God hath given thee to dwell in, saying] 
If the infection was spread into a city, or a considerable 
part of it, there was still more danger, and greater severity 
was to be used, to prevent the whole country about if from 
being drawn away from their allegiance to the Divine Ma- 
jesty. And therefore, upon such an information as follows 
in the next Yerse (which is here meant by thou shalt hear 
say), given to the great Sanhedrin, they were to do as is 
directed ver. 14. > 

Ver* 13* Certain men, the children of Belial.] So the 
most profligate wretches are called in Scripture, (Judg. 
xix. 22. 1 Sam. i. 16. x. 27. xxv. 17. 25.) signifying law- 
less persons, who had no regard either to God or men.' 

Are gone out from among you.] Left the worship of Gocl 
at the tabernacle : for it doth not signify their forsaking the 
city (in which they continued to seduce men from their re- 
ligion), but forsaking their communion in Divine, service. 
By which many have well observed that place in St. John 
may be interpreted, 1 John ii.19. 

And have withdrawn the inhabitants of their city.] The 
Hebrew word which, we here translate withdraw, is twice 
before (ver. 5. 10.) translated thrust away ; signifying only 
earnest endeavours to seduce men from their religion. But 
here it seems to signify also the effect of those endeavours^ 
whereby they had prevailed with men to forsake the God 
of Israel, or to worship other gods with him. 
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Saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which ye have not 
knoivn.] Strange gods, as they are often called in Scrip- 
ture, which the nations round about them worshipped, 
(vcr. 7.) but were always abhorred by true Israelites. 

Ver. 14. Tlien shalt thou inquire, and make search, and 
ask diligently.] The great Sanhcdrin, who only could take 
Cognizance of this crime, were, upon this information, to 
send some, on whose fidelity they could rely, to examine 
the truth of the report which was spread abroad, concern- 
ing the defection of a city to the worship of other gods. 
Who were to use their utmost care and diligence in this in- 
quisition, and, by all possible means, endeavour to "find 
whether or not the information was true. For itwas a 
matter of great concernment, that neither the innocent should 
suffer, nor apostates go unpunished. But the punishment 
being so dreadful, there was the greater exactness used to 
bo certain of the crime; and there were likewise a great 
many temperaments (as Mr. Sclden calls them) found by 
the Jewish lawyers (partly from the nicest interpretation of 
every syllable in these two verses, and partly from the pre- 
tended tradition of their elders), whereby they mitigated 
the sharpness of this law. For they would not proceed 
upon it to destroy a city, though they found them idolaters, 
unless the seducers were two, or more; and those also men, 
not women; because the law here speaks in the plural num- 
ber, of certain men, children of Belial. As if their for- 
saking God was not a crime, whether they were persuaded 
to it or not by others. They say, also, it was not to be a 
mere town, or village, but a city; because the words here 
are in one of thy cities, in which there were more than a 
hundred houses : if there were fewer, it was no city in their 
account, and so escaped. They who seduced a city also 
w r ereto be of the same city; because it is said here, These 
men of Belial are gone out/ro?n among you. All which are 
mere quirks', which have no solid reason in them. They arc 
all mentioned together in the title Sanhedrin, set forth by 
J. Coch. cap. 11. sect. 4. and by Maimonidcs more largely, 
in his Avoda Zara, and our Selden, lib. iii. de Synedr. 
cap. 5. n. 2. 

But there arc other temperaments of this law, which have 
better foundation in reason. As, first, that a city was not 
to bo destroyed, unless the major part of the inhabitants 
were fallen off to serve other* gods. And, secondly, that 
the law speaks only of lesser cities, not of those which were 
so large that the greatest part of a tribe lived in it; for 
God would not have a whole tribe cut off by the senate. 
Thirdly, they might not destroy any of the six cities of re- 
fuge, because they were none of theirs, biit'God's : and the 
words of the law are, " In one of thy cities, which the Lord 
hath given thee to dwell in ;" whereas these were given for 
a further purpose. And, fourthly, some add, not a frontier 
(own; because it is said, in the midst of thee (so the words 
arc in the Hebrew, which we translate among you), to 
which they subjoin a better reason, because the whole coun- 
try might have been exposed to be overrun with the gen- 
tiles. And, lastly, they except Jerusalem from this law, 
because it was God's scat; and (as Maimonidcs will have 
it) it was not distributed to any particular tribe. Which, 
how it is to be understood, sec Sclden in the place above- 
named, sect. 3, 4. where he touches upon all these. But, 
if Jerusalem was to be excepted from the judgment of men, 
God took care to have this sentence executed upon it by 



his own judgment; for he sent Nebuchadnezzar against it, 
whose soldiers burnt with fire both the house of the Lord, 
and the house of the king, and all the houses of Jerusalem, 
(Jcr. Iii. 13.) 

And, behold, if it be truth, and the thing be certain, that 
such an abomination is wrought among you.] If the inqui- 
sitors found, upon due examinations, that there was a plain 
and evident proof of their guilt, they were to make their 
report to the great Sanhcdrin; who, being satisfied that 
either the whole city, or the greater part of them, were 
fallen to idolatry, sent to them two men of extraordinary 
wisdom (who were candidates for the senatorial dignity) to 
admonish them, and, by arguments and persuasions, to en- 
deavour to reduce them to the worship of the Lord God of 
Israel. And if they prevailed, they were pardoned, and no 
further proceedings against them: but if they continued 
obstinate, then the Sanhedrin commanded the people of 
Israel to raise an army, and besiege the place, and enter it 
by force, if they could not othcrways. And when the city 
was taken, several courts were appointed to try and con- 
demn all that were guilty. Thus Maimonidcs, in the fore- 
named treatise, reports the method of proceeding, out of 
their ancient authors. (See Selden, sect. G.) 

Vcr. 15. Thou shalt surely smite the inhabitants of that 
city with the edge of the sword.] The same author there 
saith, that, in the hearing of their cause, every one who was 
found guilty of idolatry, after admonition, by two wit- 
nesses, was set aside : and if they proved to be the lesser 
part of the city, they were stoned (according to the law of 
single apostates), the rest being freed from punishment : 
but if they were the greater part of it, they were sent to the 
great Sanhedrin, who adjudged them to be cut off by the 
sword, together with their wives and children. And thus 
the whole city was, to be punished if there was an universal 
defection. 

Destroying it utterly, and all that is therein, and the cat- 
tle thereof, with the edge of the sivord.] In the Hebrew the 
word is, Thou shalt make it a cherem, or an accursed tlting* 
Andso the LXX. 'AvaSt/mn avaOzfiarurt avri]v, where the 
Vulgar translates it as we do, Thou shalt utterly destroy it ; 
which is consonant to the notion of the Hebrew word. (See 
Selden, lib. i. de Synedr. cap. 7. p. 131.) So that if any 
righteous man had any thing therein at that time, itwas to 
be destroyed, as the very words are in the title Sanhedrin, 
cap. 1J. sect. 5. But it is to be supposed, that all who 
feared God would remove their effects, together with them- 
selves, from so wicked a place, before sentence was pro- 
nounced against them. On the contrary, they say, the 
goods of the idolaters, wheresoever they were found, whe- 
ther within the city or without, were to be burnt. 

Ver.lG. And thou shalt gatlier all the spoil of it into the 
midst of the street thereof] Into the market-place, as the 
Jews interpret it. Or, if it had none, they were to make a 
spacious place, into which all the spoil and the household- 
stuff was to be brought, and fire set to it, to consume it, as 
an anathema, or cursed thing. What temperaments, as they 
called them, there were to mitigate the severity of this sen- 
tence, see Mr. Sclden, in the place forcnaraed, sect. 7. 

And shalt burn with fire the city, and all the spoil thereof 
every ivhit,for the Lord thy God.] For the vindication of 
God's honour, and preserving men in their allegiance to 
him. R. Simeon, in the title Sanhedrin, interprets it in this 
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manner, sect. 6.< u Thus saith the Lord, If you do justice 
upon a city full of idolatry, I will account it, as if you had 
offered a whole burnt-offering unto me." 
• And if shall be a heap for ever ; it shall not be built again.] 
The Hebrew doctors do not entirely agree in the interpre- 
tation of these words. For some of them say (in that place 
of the Sanhedrin now named), that they were not so much 
as to make a garden or orchard in that place. Others of 
them say, though it might not be restored into the form of 
a city, yet thej might employ the ground in plantations of 
trees. But there are those who interpret the words so ri- 
gidly, that they think it was not lawful to erect any build- 
ing there, not so much as a dove-house, but it was to lie 
waste. (See Selden, sect. 8,) If any man did attempt to 
build such a city r he was to be beaten, as the same great 
man observes, lib. i. de Synedriis, cap. 13. p. 558. 

Ver. 17. And there shall cleave nothing of the cursed thing 
tojthine hand.] They were not to take the smallest part of 
the spoil to their own use. "For as long as the wicked 
arc in the world (say the Jews in the forenamed title San- 
hedrin), the fierce anger of God will remain in the world ; 
but when they arc removed, the wrath of God also will 
cease."" Now the wickedness of purloining any thing that 
was a cherem, as the Hebrews calLit, or an accursed thing, 
appears in the story of Achan,. who brought all Israel into 
danger by it, as we read in the seventh of Joshua. And 
Saul is an eminent example of it also, for he lost his king- 
dom for this sin, (1 Sam. xv. 3. 9. 19. 26, &c.) - 

Thai the Lord may turn from the fierceness of his anger.] 
This explains, in part, what he means in the former verse, 
when he bids them burn the city and the spoil,/or the Lord 
their God r i. «. to pacify the. Divine Majesty, who was 
highly incensed by such a wickedness. 'The punishment 
of which was, indeed, very terrible, but very necessary; 
because the crime was of so high a nature, that it struck 
at the very foundation of their religion and government. 

And sheiv thee mercy, and have compassion upon thee.] 
God promises to deal the better with them, for executing 
this judgment upon such dangerous offenders. 

And multiply thee, as he hath sworn unto thy fathers.] 
They were not to fear any want of people, by cutting off 
such a multitude ; for God promises to increase them by 
this loss. 

Ver. 18. When thou shalt hearken to the voice of the 
Lord thy God, to keep all his commandments which I com- 
mand t/iee this day, &c] It was not sufficient that they 
kept themselves from idolatry, unless they also executed 
his vengeance upon idolaters : for the inflicting the punish- 
ment beforenamed was as right in his eyes, as the observ- 
ance of any other of his precepts. 



CHAP. XIV. . 

Ver. I. Ye are the children of the Lord your God'.] So- 
the Lord had owned them to be, when he sent Moses unto 
Pharaoh, to command him to dismiss Israel;, telling him 
he was his son, even his first-born, (Exod. iv. 22, 23.) This 
was a good reason, therefore, why they should own no 
other God but him;, and, consequently, follow none of the 
customs of idolatrous people, but be wholly governed by 
hislaws^ 

VOE..I.. 
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Ye shall not cut yourselves.] This might seem to forbid 
the making any incisions in their body, as the heathen did 
(at least in future. times), who marked thcmselycs thereby 
to belong to such and such gods (for the Israelites had re- 
ceived the mark of God in their flesh by circumcision, which 
obliged them to receive no other), if the following words did 
not plainly determine this to their cutting themselves for the 
dead ; which hath been: sufficiently explained in Levit. xix. 
28. Yet it is fit to note, that the Jerusalem Targum ex- 
pounds this of incisions here and there for idolatry* And 
it may be further observed, that the heathen were wont to 
cut themselves in pangs of devotion, (as appears by the 
priests of Baal, 1 Kings xviii. 28.),as well as when they 
were full of sorrow and grief for the dead, (Jer. xvi. 6.) 
and in all public calamities, (Jer. xli. 5. xlvii. 5.) All 
which arose from an opinion they had, that the more they 
afflicted themselves, the less they should be afflicted by God. 

Nor make any baldness between your eyes for the dead.]. 
Some of the heathen, saith Theodorct(Quacst.l3. upon this 
book), cut off all their hair, and offered it to the dead'; others 
shaved their beards;, and others their eye-brows and eye- 
lids, or (which some think is the meaning of between their 
eyes) the hair in the forepart of their head, or near their 
temples, as R. Solomon interprets it.. Which seems to be 
the meaning of the Jerusalem Targum, which translates 
it r Ye shall not make any baldness in the house of your 
countenance: And whether it were done with a razor, or 
they used any art, by plasters or ointments, to make the 
hair fall off, it was the same crime,- as Maimonides saitfy 
that is, a piece of idolatry. .For this was practised, not 
merely to make themselves lookruefully, but there was some 
respect to their gods in it, which is the reason it is here 
prohibited. Certain it is, that in aftertimes the gentiles 
pulled off their hair, or cut it off, and laid it upon the face 
or the breast of the dead, or in their sepulchres, to pacify 
the infernal gods. We find instances of it in Homer., And 
likewise they made incisions in their flesh, and spilt their 
blood at funerals, with the same intention, to appease the 
gods below, and make them kind to the dead.. (See our 
learned Dr. Spencer, lib. ii. cap. 12. sect. 2, 3.) 

A1I which shews that Moses still pursues the argument, 
which he begins at the sixth chapter, and hath continued 
ever since, to press upon them the strict observance of the 
first commandment. Insomuch,, that he would not have 
them use any of thorites which were used, at their funerals 
by those that worshipped other gods*, 

Ver. 2. For thou art a holy people unto tlie Lord thy 
God;' and the Lord hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people 
unto himself, above all the nations that are on the earth.] 
The very same words, in a manner, we had before, vii. G. • 
as a reason why they should destroy the images of the 
heathen, &c. Which shews he is still speaking of the 
idolatrous customs which they should, eschew, because 
they were separated to God as a peculiar people by laws 
different from all other nations. The author of Sephcr 
Cosri speaks not amiss,- That the people of Israel* were 
called God's Segullah, because they were elected by him to j 
cnjpy special privileges above other people; and brought 
by him for that end out of the land of Egyptin a wonderful 
manner, and then had his glory dwelling among- them.. 
From whence it is, that he doth not say in the preface to 
the ten. commandments, I am, the Lord of heaven ami: 
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earth, or, thy Creator, and therefore thon shalt have no 
other gods but mo ; but lam the Lord thy God that brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, &c. to shew that this law was 
given peculiarly to them; and that they were tied to it, by 
virtue of their deliverance out of Egypt, and God's placing 
his glory among them. Whereas, if they had been bound 
to it by virtue of their creation, it would have belonged to 
other nations as well as to them. (Par. i. sect. 27.) 
• Ver. 3. Thou shalt not eat any abominable thing.'] All 
the meats forbidden by God to bo eaten are called abomU 
nable, not merely because his prohibition made them so, 
but because the gentile superstition hadconsecrated most 
of them to their gods. (See upon Levit. xi. 2.) However, 
after this law was given, the Jews were to look upon them 
as abominable; by which means they were kept from hav- 
ing such freo conversation, as otherwise they would have 
Iiad/with their idolatrous neighbours. So thatthis lawalso 
was intended to preserve them in the true religion. 

•Ver. 4. These are the beasts which ye shall eat.] The ori- 
ginal of the difference of meats, see in the learned J. Wa- 
gcnscil, in his Tela Ignea, p. 553, &c. where he shews it 
was not to continue for ever. And it is a rational account 
of this, which I just now gave, that hereby they were pre- 
served from common conversation with other nations, and 
consequently from their idolatries. But it is a mere fancy, 
and indeed a proud imagination^ Tvhich some of the Jews 
have (particularly the author of Schebet Judah), that as 
men are more (excellent than beasts, because they have 
better food, so Jews are more excellent than all other men, 
because they do not feed upon all sorts of animals, but 
only of some certain kinds ; and that after much prepara- 
tion, by rejecting the blood and the fat, &c. whereby they 
fancy the flesh is so much altered, that it is not so much 
flesh as some other food. 

The ox, the sheep, and the goat.] These were the only 
bea!sts that were offered in sacrifice to God ; and therefore 
are the first that are mentioned as clean for their use. 

Vcr.'S. The hart and the roe-buck.] These, and the rest 
that follow in this verse, though they might not be offered 
in sacrifice, were allowed to be eaten ; and seem to be men- 
tioned as the principal food in the land of Canaan, (xii. 
15. 22.) 

And the fallow-deer.] It is not very material what the 
word jachmur signifies, because we aTe notnow concerned 
in this law about difference of meats; therefore we may 
follow our translation, as well as any other: and the fa- 
mous Bochartus hath made it probable, that it signifies 
either, a kind of deer, or of goat, (par. i. Hicrozoic.lib.iii. 
cap. 22.) 

And the wild goat.] So the Hebrew word aJcJco signifies 
(which is no where else to be found), the same author proves 
in the same book, cap. 19. 

And the pygarg.] This is also a kind of doe or goat, (as 
he shews, cap. 22.) which the Hebrews call dison. We 
find mention of pygargus in Juvenal's eleventh satire ; 
where the old scholiast gives this account of it: that it is a 
kind of deer, "quae rctriores partes albas habet," whose 
hinder parts are white. From whence it had its name 
among the Greeks, who call the buttocks rivy^. 

And tlie wild ox.] So we translate the Hebrew word theo, 
or tho. But herein Bochartus dissents; because there 
were no such creatures in Judca, (as he observes there, cap. 



2G.) which are bred in colder countries. And therefore he 
reckons this also among his deer or goats, (cap. 28.) 

And the chamois.] The Hebrew word zeiner he also 
thinks signifies, as the former, a kind of goat or hart; of 
which there was great variety in those countries. And this 
he thinks of all other was maximk aXriKov, remarkable for 
jumping; which is the signification of the word zemara 
in the Arabic language. (Sec cap. 21.) 

Ver. 6. And every beast that pafteth the hoof, and cleav* 
eth the cleft into two claws, and cheweth the cud, that shall 
ye eat.] He forbears to reckon up any more particulars, 
and only sets down the general marks whereby they might 
be known; which he had delivered in Lev.xi.3. (See there.) 

Ver. 7. Nevertheless, these shall ye not eat of those that 
chew the cud, or of them that divide the cloven hoof, &c/J 
These exceptions from the general rule have been ex- 
plained, Lev. xi. 4 — 6. 

Ver. 8. And the swine, because it divideth the hoof, yet 
cheweth not the cud, it is unclean to you.] See upon 
Lev. xi. 7. 

Ye shall not eat of their flesh, nor touch their dead car- 
cass.] Sec Lev. xi. 8. 

Ver. 9. These yesliall eat of all that are in the watets: 
All that have fins and scales shall ye eat.] See Lev. xi. 9. 

Ver. 10. And whatsoever hath not fins and scales, &c.j 
See Lev. xi. 10— 12. 

Ver. 11. Of all cleait birds ye shall eat.] He doth not 
name any (as he did of beasts), but by enumerating thos6 
of which they might not eat; all the rest were left free to be 
used for food. 

Ver. 12. But these are they of which ye shall not eat: The 
eagle, the ossifrage, and the osprey.] All these are men* 
tioned just as they are here in Lev. xi. 13. 

Ver. 13. And the glede, and the kite, and the vulture, 
after his kind.] Therel are only two of these mentioned in 
Lev.xi. 14. the last of them, hadajah, being there omitted; 
for it is so near to haajah, which goes before, that the tran- 
scriber (as Bochart imagines) might there leave it out. But 
rather, Moses now adds this sort of bird, which was not 
so like in nature as in name; otherwise he would not have 
distinctly forbidden it. 

Ver. 14. And every' raven after his kind/] The same 
words with those Lev. xi. 15. 

Ver. 15. And the owl, and the night-hawk, and the 
cuckoo, &c] All the birds mentioned in this 5 and the three 
next verses, 16 — 18. are the very same which ate forbidden 
in Lev. xi. 16—19. And therefore I refer the reader to 
what I have noted there; only adding, that from hence it 
uppears how false their opinion 'is, who think the Hebrew 
word tzippor is a general name only for small birds (such as 
sparrows) ; for it is evident from this place, that it is a name 
for all birds whatsoever, even the greatest, such as arc 
here mentioned. 

Ver. 19. And every creeping thing that fiieth is unclean 
to you: they shall not be eaten.] See Lev. xi. 20. 

Ver. 20. But all clean fowls ye niay'eat.] This is not the 
same precept with that ver. 11. for there he speaks of birds, 
but here of other winged creatures, which are not birds, 
but insects, as we call them. And in Lev. xi. he describes 
the flying creeping things which they might eat; and parti- 
cularly mentions several sorts of them, (ver. 22.) 

Ver. 21. Ye shall not eat of any thing tlutt dieth of it* 
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self J] Unto this discourse about food, it was very proper 
to add a caution, (which he had given. before, Lev. xi. 39, 
40.) that, though they might kill and eat any clean creature, 
yet if it died of itself, it was unlawful to eat it, because the 
blood was in it* 

Some verses ascribed to Phocylides contain this sense 
so fully, that one would think he. had read Moses, (See 
Jos. Scaliger in Eusebium, p. SS.) 

Thou shalt give it unto the stranger that is within thy 
gates.]The prcfcelytes of the gate (as they called them) who 
had not embraced their religion,. but were not idolaters,' 
and therefore suffered to dwell among them, might eat such 
meat, having no obligation upon them to observe these 
laws; for they were not circumcised. 

Or thou mayest sell it unto an alien.'] To a mere gentile, 
who might happen then to be in their country. For there 
were three sorts of people called by the name of strangers, 
being not of the Jewish nation. First, such as had re* 
ceived circumcision, and consequently embraced the Jew- 
ish religion, who were called gere-tzedek strangers, or pro- 
selytes of justice. Others, were not circumcised, but yet 
worshipped the God of Israel, who were called strangers 
of the gate, or gere-tosha, strangers dwelling among them ; 
because they were to abide in their country constantly. 
But there was, a third sort, called nocherim, which we here 
translate aliens, who were mere gentiles, and not suffered 
to have a habitation among them; but only to come. and 
go iatheir.traffic with them. „ 

For thou art a holy people unto the Lord thy God.] This 
reason was given in the beginning of this discourse, (ver. 2 .) 
and so it is in Leviticus, in the conclusion of it. (See xi. 
44, 45.) 

TIiou shalt not seethe a kid in its mother's milk.] Now he 
plainly returns to caution them against idolatrous customs. 
For this was practised among the heathens in the end of 
harvest, when they sprinkled their fields and their gardens 
with this broth, to make them fruitful. It is mentioned 
twice before. (See Exod. xxiii. 19. and xxxiv. 2G.) e ' . . 

Ver. 22. Tliou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy 
seed, which the field bringeth forth year, by year.] Thisdolh 
not seem to reach unto herbs, as the pharisees interpreted 
it ;* of which see Grotius,on Matt, xxiii. 4. But though 
Casaubon and Drusius, and other great men, are. of this 
opinion, yet the contrary is maintained by persons of no 
small note; because our Saviour, when he determines this 
case, saith, "These things ye ought to have done, and not 
left. the other undone." 

As for the tithe here mentioned, I have shewn elsewhere, 
that it was the manner of the eastern princes to receive the 
tenth of the fruits of their country, for the maintenance of 
their ministers and officers; as we read 1 Sam. viii. 15. 
In like manner, God, the great king of all the earth, and the 
peculiar sovereign of this country, required a tenth of all 
their increase for the maintenance of his priests and Le- 
vites in bis service. After which he ordered also a further 
tithe to be taken out of the nine parts remaining (which was 
called the second tithe), to be spent in feasts at his taber- 
nacle. And this is, with great reason, thought to be par- 
ticularly enjoined in these words; for of such tithes he 
speaks in the next verse. It might seem indeed a little 
hard, to give another tenth part, after they had paid one 
already, which they might be tempted not to perform ex- 
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actly; ;and therefore he saith, Thou shalt truly, that is,, 
faithfully, without any deceit or fraud, tithe all the increase 
ofthtjseed. 7 Arid when this was done, he required also, 
once in three years, a third tithe, for the use of the poor, 
(see ver. 28.) that they might also be entertained at his 
cost, though not at that. time at his houso. For it was 
suitable to his royal greatness, that all his subjects should, 
be feasted by his order at his, palace ; and that the. poorest 
of them should not be neglected, but some time or other 
partake of his bounty; as they did at those, feasts I men- 
tioned, where their men-servants and maid-servants were 
to be entertained as well as the Levites, (xii. 12. 18.) 

Ver. 23. And thou shalt eat before the Lord thy God, in 
the place which he shall choose to place his name there.] See 
xii. 5, 6. 

Tlie tithe of thy corn, and of thy wine, and of thine oil.] 
This cannot be meant of the tithe paid to the Levites;. of 
which the people were not to partake^ but only the priests^ 
to whom the Levites were to give a tithe. Therefore it 
must be understood of the second tithe, separated (after the 
other was paid) for this holy use. The design of which 
was, that they might be secured in his religion, by eating 
and drinking in his presence; and thereby professing that 
they belonged to him, and were his thankful servants. 

The observation of R. Bechai upon these words [thy 
corn, thy wine, and thine oil] is something curious, but it 
hath a great deal of truth in it: — If thou pay the tithe,, 
saith he, then it is thy corn ; if thou do not, it is my corn, 
and not thine (in like manner, if they paid the tithe of wine 
and oil); for it is said in Hosea ii. 9." Therefore I will 
return, and take away my corn in the time thereof, and my 
wine in the season thereof." For they forfeited the whole, 
who did not pay the tenth, which was the rent God reserved 
to himself. And the same R. Bechai represents this as a 
very merciful law: For it is the fashion of the world, saith 
he, if a man have gronnd of his own, to let it out to tenants 
at what rate he pleases, for a. half or third part, to be paid 
to him : but it is not so with the Almighty, whose the earth 
is, and who raises clouds, and waters it with rain, and 
sends down drops of dew, and makes fat the fruits of the 
earth; and. yet requires but one part of ten, for his own 
uses. This made it highly reasonable, that Moses should 
admonish the Israelites so often diligently to pay their tithe. 

And the firstlings of thy herds, and of thy flocks.] See 
concerning these, xii. 6. ..! i ; 

That thou mayest learn to fear the Lord thy God always.] 
This justifies what I said, that the design of this was to 
preserve them steadfast in their religion, by having commu* 
nion with him, in so solemn a manner, every year: for that 
is meant by fearing the Lord always; "continuing in the 
worship and service of him alone. (See vi. 1.) 

Ver. 24. And if the way be too long for thee, so that thou 
art not able to carry it; or if the place be too far off from 
thee, which the Lord thy God shall choose, &c;] If they lived 
at so great a distance from the sanctuary, or the way was 
so bad, that it would be very troublesome and chargeable 
to carry those tithes in kind, here they have a liberty granted 
them to make money of them, and with that to buy provi- 
sion for the feast at the sanctuary, when they came thither; 
as it follows in the next verse. AH things, likewise, which 
would not keep so long as till they, could go to the house 
of God, they were to turn into money ; but things that were 
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not perishable, they wero to carry in kind, if they did not 
dwell too far off from it * 

t Ver. 25i Then shall thou turn it into money.] Adding a 
fifth part to it, as the law is, Lev. xxvii. 31. 

And bind up the money in thine hand, and shalt go unto 
the place which the Lord thy God shall choose.] Put it into 
a bag by itself, and not mix it with other money, but keep 
it bound up till the next feast; and then carry it in their 
hand, to the place where God's house was settled. 

God would not have them excused from going to that 
|)lace with these things in kind upon every slight reason; 
and therefore made it something chargeable to exchange 
them into money, by requiring a fifth part to be added. And 
besides, the ciders made a constitution, That this liberty 
should be allowed to none, but those who lived above a 
day's journey from Jerusalem, which at last was the fixed 
place of God's worship. And, that it might be known cer- 
tainly what was a day's journey, the places at that distance 
were fixed from every quarter; viz. Lydda on the west, the 
river Jordan on the east, Acrabatta on the north, and Elath 
on the south, as J. Wagenscil hath observed in his confuta- 
tion of that blasphemous book, called Toldos Jeschu, p. 22. 

Ver. 2G. And thou shall bestow that money for whatsoever 
thy soul lusteth after, for oxen, or for sheep, Sec] Purchase 
such provision as they most delighted in, of all meats that 
God's law allowed. 

And thou shall eat there before the Lord thy God.] Make 
a holy entertainment at the house of God. 
. And thou shall rejoice, thou and thine household,] Men- 
servants and maid-servants, as well as sons and daughters, 
(xii. IS.) together with the Levitcs, widows, orphans, and 
strangers. 

Ver. 27. And the Levite that is within . thy gates, thou 
shalt hot forsake him.] They were always to be invited to 
these feasts. (Sec xii. 19.) 

For he hath no part nor inheritance with thee.\ They 
being wholly devoted to the worship of God, and the study 
of the law, as Maimonides observes, in his More Nevo- 
chim, par. iii. cap. 39. (Sec xii. 19.) 

Ver. 28. At the end of three years thou shalt bring 
forth all the tithe of thine increase.] The opinion of the 
Hebrew doctors is, That this was not a distinct tithe from 
that which they call the second tithe, paid every year, but 
the very same, which every third year was not to be car- 
ried to the sanctuary, but to be employed to the comfort 
of the poor, in their own cities and houses. For thus they 
explain it : That in the third year after the yeai* of release, 
and in the sixth year, the tithe that was wont to be carried 
to the place where the sanctuary was, and there spent in 
feasts before God, was to be spent upon the poor in every 
town where they that paid the tithe lived ; but every 
first, second, fourth, and fifth year, from the year of re- 
lease, it was spent in holy entertainments at the house of 
God. In the year of release itself (which was every 
seventh year), no tithes at all were paid of any kind, be- 
cause all lay common. So that every year the owner of 
the ground set out a second tithe; but he was not bound 
to carry it every year to Jerusalem ; for in the compass of 
seven years, four of those years only were appointed for 
their journey thither, and two they stayed at home. (Sec 
Sclden, x>f Tithes, and lib. vi. de Jure Nat. et Gent. p. G93.) 
But this is contradicted by other great men, particularly 



by Bishop Montagu, who asserts these to be two distinct 
tithes: see p. 302, &c. especially p. 34G. and those that 
follow. And Josephns seems plainly to be of his mind, 
p. 349. Old Tobit calls it rpirrw Sacafiiv, the third tithe, i. 8. 

Hie tithe of thine increase the same year.] t. e. Of the 
third year. . , 

And shall lay it np within thy gates.] It was not to be 
carried to the place where God's house was, but to be 
spent at home. 

Ver. 29. And the Levite, because he hath no part nor- 
inheritance with thee.] See ver. 37. 

And the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, 
which are within thy gates, shall, come, and shall eat, and 
be satisfied.] This tithe was not spent in joy and gladness, 
as the second titho was, (ver. 26.) when they went to 
God's dwelling-place, but merely in the relief and comfort 
. of the poorer sort of people, who otherwise might have 
been forced to beg, or to serve strangers, and thereby bq( * 
in danger of being perverted from their religion. 

That the Lord thy God may bless thee in all the work 
of thine hand which thou doest.] This tithe, the Jews say, 
was called the consummation of tithes ; because herein 
the love of their neighbours was most eminently apparent; 
For it is likely they themselves had no sharo in this, as 
they had at the feasts upon the second tithe, but is wholly 
spent upon the persons here named. Whose hearts could 
not but be moved to pray to God for his blessing upon 
them in all their labours, which he here promises to 
bestow, 

CHAP. XV. 

Ver. 1. ^ir the end of every seven years.] It appears, 
from ver. 9. tljat this phrase signifies as much as every 
seventh year. 

TIiou shalt make ix release.] Perfectly free their brethren 
from all their debts which they owed to their creditors. 
This year was fammis not only for this, but for letting ser- . 
vants go free (as some think, Exod. xxi. 2.) and for letting 
their ground rest, (Lev. xxv. 34.) and for reading this law 
publicly to all the people, (Dcut. xxxi. 10.) 

Ver. 2. And this is the manner of the release.] It is thus 
to be understood. 

Every creditor that lendeth anght unto his neighbour 
shall release it.] It was an entire acquittance, not of debts 
contracted by sale of lands or goods, to those who were 
able to pay, but of money lent to a. neighbour or friend, 
merely to relieve his poverty, not to carry on trade, or to 
make a purchase. For nothing could have been more ab- 
surd, than to have extinguished such debts, whereby tho 
borrower was enriched. 

He shall not exact it of his neighbour or his brother.] Here 
the word brother is added, to explain what is meant by a 
neighbour; viz. an Israelite, or a proselyte entirely of their 
religion, who had all the privileges of an Israelite. Some 
think, that by not exacting money lent to such a man, is 
meant no more but. only forbearing to demand it in this 
year, because there was no sowing or reaping in it; or if 
he did, that he should not have power to recover it by law 
this year, though afterward he might. But the plain mean- 
ing seems to be, that he should be perfectly free from his 
debt, as a servant, after six year?, was from his service ; 
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though, if afterward he grew rich, in good conscience he 
was bound to pay it. 

Became it is the Lord's release.'] In the Hebrew the words 
schemitta laihova signify, that this year was a release to the 
Lord, or for the Lord. In honour, that is, of him, who made 
this a year of great charity: in obedience to whom they 
were bound to be very kind to their poor brethren. But the 
Jews fancy they were not bound to be so kind as to make 
this release, till the very last day of the year. So that if a 
man had borrowed money in the beginning of it, he was 
not acquitted till the year expired. 

Ver. 3. Of a foreigner thou mayest exact it again.] Of 
an alien, as we translate the word nocri, in the foregoing 
chapter, ver. 21. that is, of one who was neither an Israel- 
ite, nor proselyted to their religion, but a mere gentile. The 
only question is, whether they were not to remit the debts 
of a proselyte of the gate, who, I think, is no where called 
their brother in the law; and therefore they were not obliged 
to discharge them from what they owed.- 

But that which is thine with thy brother thine hand shall 
not touch.] This seems to restrain it wholly to those who 
were Jews, or had all the privileges of Jews. 

Ver. 4. Save when there shall be no poor among you.] 
Whether we follow this translation, or that in the margin 
of our Bibles, it appears that they were obliged to acquit 
only their poor brethren; of whom they were not to exact 
their debts, lest they should be tempted to flee to the gen- 
tiles, and forsake their religion: so this was a provision 
still against idolatry. Or, if we understand it as it is in the 
margin, to the end that* there be no poor among you, the 
sense is the same ; that they were by this charity to keep 
men from extreme necessity, which might force them to go 
a begging, or to seek for relief in strange countries. 

For the Lord shall greatly bless thee in the land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee for an inlueritance to possess 
it.] He would not have them think that they might become 
poor themselves by this means; for he assures them God 
would prevent that, by sending his extraordinary blessing 
upon them. Cardinal Cajetan, and some others, understand 
this verse as if it were all of it a promise, and contained no 
precept in it; viz. That God would take care they should 
not be burdened by this law, for he would so bless them, 
that they should have no poor among them ; and then they 
were not obliged to acquit those of their debts, who were 
able to pay them. 

Ver. 5. Only if thou carefully hearken unto the voice of 
the Lord thy God, to observe to do all these commandments 
which I command thee this day.] Particularly this, of re- 
leasing their poor neighbours from their debts; which 
would entitle them to the blessing he promises again in the 
next verse. - 

Ver. 6. For the Lord God blesseth thee, as he promised 
thee.] God had many ways blessed them already, and he 
promises to reward their obedience with greater blessings. 

Arid tliou shalt lend unto many nations, but thou shalt not 
borrow.] Grow so very rich, that other nations should 
* come to borrow of them; but they be beholden to none. 

And thou shalt reign over many nations, &c] I suppose 
he means no more than Solomon doth, when he sailh, the 
borrower is servant to the lender, (Prov. xxii. 7.) But it may 
extend totheirdominion overmany nations, whom theycon- 
quered, till they enlarged their bounds as far as Euphrates. 



Ver, 7. If there be among you a poor man of one of thy 
brethren in any of thy gates, in the land which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not harden thy heart, nor 
shut thy hand from thy poor brother.] As they might be 
inclined to do, after the passing of this law; thinking with 
themselves, that what they lent to such a man they should 
never have again, but must lose it if he were not able to 
repay it before the year of release. This seems to be the 
meaning of this verse,. which the Jews interpret not of lend- 
ing, but of giving alms. It is not much material which 
way we take it: for he that lent to a poor man, was willing 
to give what he lent, if he could not pay him before the 
year of release, after which he could not demand it. 

Thou shalt not harden thine heart, nor shalt thou shut 
thine hand from thy poor brother.] Covetousness proceeds 
from want of pity, tenderness, and compassion towards 
others in their miseries; unto which nature itself inclines 
us, especially towards members of the same society. And 
the Jews had several particular obligations to be tender- 
hearted, as they were- all children of God after a peculiar, 
manner, who had been wonderfully kind and merciful to 
them, (xiv. 2.) 

Ver. 8. But thou shalt open thine hand wide to him.] 
Bountifully supply him with what he wants. 

And shalt surely lend him sufficient for his need, in that 
tvhich he wanteth.] The Jews understood this, not merely 
of affording him food sufficient to satisfy his hunger, and 
clothes to cover his nakedness and keep him warm, but 
furnishing him with household goods (if he had been 
forced to sell all he had), that he might live comfortably.- 
Yea, they proceed so far, as to determine, that the neigh- 
bourhood should join together, and make a purse for him, 
to put him in as good a condition as he was before he fell 
into this want. They determine also the quantity that 
every man should give ; a very liberal person the fifth 
part of what he had, if need required ; a man of moderate 
bounty, a tenth part. If any man gave less when the case 
required more, he was accounted a niggard; or, as they 
phrase it, a man of an evil eye. But, notwithstanding all 
these precepts, and their interpretations, the Jews so little 
minded their poor, that their governors were at last forced 
(as we now, alas ! do) to lay a rate upon the rich for the 
maintenance of the poor, which they enabled their officers 
to exact. • See Selden, lib. vi. de Jure Nat. ot Gent, 
cap. 6. and Maimonides de Donis Pauperum, set forth by 
a very learned friend of mine, Dr. Prideaux, cap. 7. who 
argues from this place, that if a poor man wanted a wife, 
they were bound to provide him one, &c. 

Ver. 9. Beware that there be not a thought in thy wicked 
heart, saying^ The seventh year, the year of release, is at 
hand.] If such a thought came into their mind, that they 
should lose what they lent, because the seventh year ap- 
proached, they were bound to stifle it immediately, and 
not suffer it to lodge there. 

And thine eye be evil against thy poor brother.] This 
move thee to be unkind and unmerciful to him. So a man 
of an evil eye, signifies in Prov. xxiii. 6. one that grudges 
what another cats at his table. 

And thou givest him nought.] Lending was in this case 
giving; when a man was very poor, and the year of re- 
lease so near, that he could have no prospect of his being 
able to repay him* . , % * • 
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And he cry unto the Lord against thee.] Make his dole- 
ful complaint unto God, finding no, relief from men* 

And it be sin unto thee.] God charge it upon thee as an 
offence against his majesty, yea, a great offence. For so 
the word sin sometimes signifies, (John xv. 24. James 
iv. 17.) 

Ver. 10. Thou shalt surely give him.] Not fail to relieve 
his wants. 

And thine heart shall not be grieved when thou givest 
unto him.] They were not only to relieve him, but to do it 
cheerfully. 

Because that for this thing the Lord thy God shall bless 
thee in all thy works, and in all that thouputtest thine hand 
unto.] There is no difference between all their ivorks, and 
all that they put their hand unto (for all works are per- 
formed by the hand), unless one refer to what they did 
within doors, and the other to their labours in the field. 

Ver. 11. For the poor shall never cease out of thy land.] 
There would always be some or other among them, who 
stood in need of (he forenamed charitable relief, by which 
they might be preserved from extreme poverty; which God 
intended to prevent, as is plain from ver. 4. (See Grotius 
upon St. Matt. xxvi. 11.) The Jerusalem Targum under- 
stands this, as if there should have been no poor amongst 
them, if they had been obedient to God's precepts. 
x * Titer ef ore I command thee, saying, Thou shalt open thine 
hand wide.] If any one refused to give, or gave less than 
became him, Maimonides saith, in the forenamed place, 
the Sanhedrin compelled him to it, and whipped him with 
the stripes of rebellion or contumacy (i.e. very sorely), till 
he gave as much as they judged he ought to do. 

To thy brother, to thy poor, and thy needy, in thy land.] 
Here are evidently three different sorts of persons men- 
tioned as objects of their charity, which may be looked 
upon as directing the excellent order of it. For, first, they 
were to relieve those that were nearest to them in blood, 
called here their brethren. Then, secondly, such as were 
in great misery. And, thirdly, such as were low in the 
world, and required- some 'help, but not so much as the 
former sort. Some indeed will not admit such a difference 
between the words poor and needy, but think the last sig- 
nifies such whose condition was calamitous; about which 
I think it is not worth while to dispute. I shall rather ob- 
serve, that God took exceeding great care that none should 
come to very great want, by the large provision he made 
for the poorer sort of people; who had the benefit of the 
third tithe, mentioned in the foregoing chapter, which was 
wholly given to them every third year; and of the sabba- 
tical year, when all that grew of itself was common to every 
body; and of this release of debts in the same year; and 
of the large quantity of corn, which they were bound to 
leave every year, in the corners of their fields, with the 
ears (hat fell, and the sheaf that was left, &c. 

Ver. 12. If thy brother, a Hebrew man, or a Hebrew 
woman, be sold unto thee.] Whether sold by themselves, 
or by the court of judgment, for theft. But there was some 
difference, between a man and a woman. (See Exod. xxi. 
2, 3, Sec.) And the same law, they say, was to be observed 
about those who were sold by their father, or were. born of 
Hebrew slaves. 

And serve thee six years, then in the seventh year thou 
shalt let him go free.] He doth not speak of the year of re- 



lease, as if he were then to be set free, though he had 
served but one year, or perhaps no more than half a year be* 
fore that time came,* but of the seventh year from the time 
of his sale : for he was to serve six complete years, unless 
the jubilee happened to intervene, when every one was set 
free, though he had not served so long; but such servants 
as were taken in the wars, or were sold by Canaanites, or 
born of them, might be kept perpetual slaves, unless they 
were maimed by their masters, with the loss of some mem- 
ber of their body. 

Ver. 13. And when thousendest him out free from thee, 
thou shalt not let him go away empty.] But bestow some- 
thing upon him for his more comfortable subsistence when 
he was a freeman. And this comprehends women as well 
as men, as appears by the foregoing verse : but then it is 
to be understood of such as went out free by virtue of this 
law, after they had served six years, not of such as were re* 
deemed by their friends, or redeemed themselves with their 
own money, (Lev. xxv. 18.) For snch might be supposed 
not to need their masters* kindness, as they did who had no- 
thing to help them out of their slavery; 

Ver. 14. TIiou shalt furnish him liberally out of thy flock, 
and out of thy floor, and out of thy wine-press.] That they 
might put themselves in a way of living well in the world"; 
which they were not able to do without this assistance, be- 
cause what they got in their six years' service was wholly 
for their master, and not for themselves. He doth not pre- 
scribe a certain measure to their bounty, but leaves every 
man to express his affection freely towards God and for- 
wards his neighbour. But the Hebrews say, they were 
bound to give them at least thirty shekels of silver. 

Of that whermviththe Lord thy Godhath blessed thee, that 
shalt thou give him.] Considering how God hath enriched 
thee, even by his service. 

Ver. 15. And thoU shalt remember that thou wast a bond* 
man in Egypt, and the Lord thy God redeemed thee.] And 
did not bring them empty out of their slavery, but loaded 
with silver, and gold, and raiment, (Exod. xii. 35.) By 
which bounty of God to themselves, they might take the 
best measure of their duty to their poor brethren when they 
were dismissed from servitude. 

Therefore I command thee this thing to-day.] In remem- 
brance of that great benefit, he enjoined this benevolence 
to poor slaves. 

Ver. 16. And it shall be, if he say, Iivillnot go away from 
thee.] Refused to enjoy his liberty, when his six years' ser- 
vice was expired. 

Because he loveth thee and thine house.] The phrase in 
Exod. xxi. 5. being, saying, shall say, I love my master, 
&c. Abarbincl from thence gathers, that it was necessary 
he should often profess how loath he was to leavehis master 
and his family, and make repeated declarations of his af- 
fection to them. 

Because he is well with thee.] Lives happily. Out of 
these words Maimonides infers, that there was to be reci- 
procal love between the servant and his master; for if the 
servant loved his master, yet if his master did not love him, 
his ear was not bored ; for he could not take content in his 
staying with him. But these words suppose his master's 
kindness to him by his good usage of him. 

Ver. 17. Then shalt thou take an- awl, and thrust it 
through his ear unto the door, &c] But first he was to bring 
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him before the judges, that he might there in opein conrt 
profess the same that he had done to his master ; and there- 
by make it appear there was no fraud or deceit in the -bu- 
siness ; and that his master did not keep him against his 
will, contrary to this law. See Exod. xxi. 6. where all this 
is explained. 

And also unto thy maidservant thou shalt do likewise.'] 
This relates only to the not sending maid-servants away 
empty ; not to the boring their cars, if they had no mind to 
be freed ; for that was not used, if we may believe the He- 
brew doctors, to maid-servants. It was sufficient, if they 
had a mind to stay with their masters, that they addicted 
themselves, in solemn words, to. their service for ever. But 
there were many* differences between a man-servant and a 
maid-servant, at least in some cases, (see upon Exod. xxi. 
7.) which are explained with great nicety by the Hebrew 
doctors : with which I need not trouble the reader, because 
there is no such slavery among us in these days. 

Vcr. 18. It shall not seem hardunto theewhen thou sendest 
him away free from thee.] It is plain by this that he returns 
to what he was speaking of, ver. 12, 13, &c. concerning their 
not letting their servants go away. empty when they had 
their freedom: for this was the chief thing that could seem 
hard, to them. 

For he hath been' worth a double-hired servant to tliee.] 
Who served at most only for three years, and had wages 
paid him all the time, (Isaiah xvi. 14.) 

In serving thee six years.] Twice as long as a hired ser- 
vant, and for nothing. So that, considering what wages he 
gave the other, and how small a price, perhaps, they paid 
for him, they would find themselves gainers by such slaves, 
and therefore should not think much to give them a gratuity 
when they send them away. 

And the Lord thy God shall bless thee in all that thou 
doest.] He encourages them to hope they should be greater 
gainers otherways by this charity, which would procure 
God's blessing upon their future labours. This argument 
he had pressed twice or thrice before in this chapter, ver. 
4. 6. 10. 

Ver. 19. All the firstling males that come of thy herd, and 
of thy flock, shalt thou sanctify unto the Lord thy God.] 
AH the first-born males were the Lord's, by a law made at 
their coming out of Egypt; and he gave them to his priests 
for their portion, (Exod. xiii. 2. 15. Numb, xviii. 15.) 

TJiou shalt do no work with the firstling of thy bullock, 
nor shear the firstling of thy sheep.] Besides the firstling 
males, which alone were separated to the Lord, there were 
also firstling females ; which, though they were not sancti- 
fied to him as the males were, yet were not to be employed 
by the owners, as the -Test -of their cattl6, but offered as 
peace-offerings to God. Of which they themselves had a 
good share, though some part of them was given to tho 
priests. 

Ver. 20. Thou shall eat it before the Lord thy God.] It 
is evident from hence, that he speaks of such female first- 
lings as I mentioned in the foregoing verse; for of the 
males they might not cat, but they belonged entirely to thfc 
priests. 

Year by year.] At their solemn festivals, when they we're 
first to offer them unto God ; and then the feasts upon these 
pcacc-offcrings followed. 

In the place which tlie Lord shall choose, thou and thy 



household.] With the Levitcs and strangers, &c. whom 
they were to invite to these sacred entertainments: for this 
is but a repetition of the law twice or thrice mentioned be- 
fore, xii. 6, 7, &c. 17, 18. 26. xiv. 23. and upon this occa- 
sion here again inculcated, because it was of exceeding 
great moment, to preserve them in the worship and service 
of God alone. 

Ver, 21. And if there be any blemish therein, as if it be 
lame, or blind, or have any ill blemish.] This is another 
reason why he mentions these feasts again, that he might 
admonish them what to do with their firstlings, if there 
were any blemish in them, which made them unfit for sa- 
crifice. These blemishes he had spoken of in Lev. xxii. 
21, 22. 24. • But here adds the lame to those there named". 
Which the prophet Malachi also mentions (and so do the 
heathens), as unacceptable unto God, (Mai. i.8.) 

Thou shalt not sacrifice it to the Lord thy God.] No, not 
to make such a charitable feast at the sanctuary. 

Ver. 22. TJiou shalt eat it within thy gates.] It was free 
for them to eat it at home : though it is very probable God 
expected they should invite the Levites and the strangers^ 
the fatherless and the widows, to partake of it, (as they did 
of th# third tithe, xiv. 29.) because, if it had been without 
blemish, it must have been so employed at the sanctuaryi 

The unclean and the clean person shall eat it alike,] 
Whereas, if it had been sacrificed at their feasts, only the 
clean could have eaten of it. 

•As the roe-buck and the hart.] See xii. 15. 22. 

Ver. 23. Only thou shalt- not eat the blood thereof ; thou 
shalt pour it upon the ground as water.] ■ He takes all occa- 1 
sions to mention this, because it was designed to' preserve 
them free from idolatry. (See xii. 16, 23, 24.) v 



CHAP. XVI. 

Ver. 1. OBSERVE the month ofAbib.] -Which God, by 
a special order; 'made the beginning of their year. (See 
Exod. xii. 2. xiii. 4. xxxiv. 18.) 

And keep the Passover unto the Lord thy God.] He now 
begins in this chapter, to admonish them about their great 
feasts which they were to keep; whereby the whole nation 
was preserved in the worship of one only God, which 
Moses still pursues to press upon them. 

Foriri the month ofAbib the Lord thy Godbrought thee 
forth out of Egypt.] In memory of which the feast of the 
Passover was ordained. ; * - 

By night.] For then Pharaoh pressed them to be gone} 
when he saw his first-born slain in the night, (Exod. xiii 
29—31;) and then they immediately prepared themselves 
for their journey, and borrowed of the Egyptians jewels ot 
gold and silver, (ver. 25.)' Insomuch that Moses calls this 
" a night much to be observed unto the Lord/' and "that 
night of the Lord to be observed by all the children of 
Israel in their generations/' (Exod. xii. 42.) though it was 
day-light before they began their march, as we read there, 
ver. 22. So that Moses bid them "remember the day 
when they came out of Egypt," (Exod. xiii. 3.) which 
comprehends both that which is properly called day and 
night. 

Ver. 2. Thou shalt therefore sacrifice the passover unto 
the Lord thy God.] The word passover signifies here not 
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only the lamb (which was properly called pesach, or pass- 
over), which was offered the fourteenth day at even, but all 
the paschal sacrifices which followed after, as appears by 
the next words [of the flock, and of the herd]. Which sa- 
crifices were appointed for all the seven days of unleavened 
bread, (Numb, xviii. 17 — 19, &c) See Bochartus in his 
Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 50. where he shews at 
large that the word passover is here a general word, com- 
prehending the particulars after-mentioned, (p. 565, 56G.) 
and thus translates these words (which he justifies by 
inany like instances), Thou shalt therefore sacrifice the pass- 
over unto the Lord thy God, viz. of the flock and of the herd. 
"Which last words are added exegetically, to explain what 
that passover was which they were to offer unto the Lord. 
Such* sacrifices as were ofFered in the solemn passover of 
Hezekiah, 2 Chron. xxx.22. andofJosiah, 2Chron.xxxv. 
7 — 9. where it is apparent, that the king and the princes 
gave to the people, and to the priests, oxen as well as 
sheep, lepesachim, for the passovcr-offerings. And thus it 
is used in the New Testament, John xviii. 28. where it is 
said, the Jews would not go into the judgment-hall, lest 
they should be defiled ; but that they might eat the pass- 
ever, L e. these pass&ver-offerings, which' were holy things, 
of which none might eat in their defilement. 

In the place which the Lord shall choose to place his name 
there.} At the sanctuary, as hath been often said, xii. 5. 11, 
&c. where all sacrifices were to be offered,- ' 

Ver. 3. Thou shalt eat no leavened bread with if} That 
is, with the passover beforementioned. Which is a demon- 
stration, that all. the sacrifices of the flock, and of the herds, 
spoken of in the foregoing verse, are comprehended under 
the name of passover. For with the lamb they could riot 
eat unleavened bread seven days, it being to be eaten pre- 
sently in the evening when it was offered ;. afleT which fol- 
lowed the seven days of unleavened bread, which could not 
be eaten, so long with the passover, unless passover signi- 
fies all the seven sacrifices; 

Seven- days thou shalt eat unleavened bread therewith.] 
See Exod; xii. 15. xiii. 6, 7. 

Even the bread of affliction.] So called> because it was 
i'nsipid > and also heavy upon the stomach, and not easily 
digested. ■ Whence it had the name of matzah, because it 
was* lumpish, andcould not rise as leavened broad doth. 

For thou earnest forth out of the land of Egypt in haste.] 
Wanting time to-put any leaven to their dough, (Exod.-xii. 
04. 39.) 

TJiat thou mayest remember the day when thou earnest forth 
out of the laud of Egypt all the days of thy. life.] That their 
affliction there, and their speedy deliverance from thence, 
jnightneyer be forgotten. For their eating, this bread seven 
.days* together every year, one would think,, could not but 
make great impressions on their mind ; and the more to im- 
print the sense of God's mercy there, the master of every 
family, when he brake this bread at the paschal feast, and 
gave every one a piece of it, said, This is the bread of af- 
fliction which your fathers did eat in the land of Egypt. So 
3Iaimonides and others tell us. (See Exod. xii, 17.) 

Ver. 4. And there shall no leavened bread be seen with 
thee hi all thy coasts seven days.} See Exod. xii. 18 — 20. 
xiii. 3. 7. 

Neither shall there any, thing of the flesh ivhich thou sa- 
crificest the first day at even, remain all night until the 



morning.] This is a plain description of the paschal lamb, 
which was to be eaten in the even wherein it was sacrificed, 
(Exod. xii. 10.) which he forbears here to call the pass- 
over (though that name properly belonged to it), because 
he had called other sacrifices by that name, (ver. 2.) and 
would not have them confounded. 

Ver. 5. Thou mayest not sacrifice the passover within 
any of thy gates which the Lord thy God giveth thee.] Not 
at home, as they did when they first came out of Egypt, 
and that because it was a sacrifice; which was now re- 
quired to be offered at the* sanctuary, as was said. before, 
(xii. 5. 11.) 

Ver. G. Bat at the place which the Lord thy God shall 
choose to place his name in, there thou shalt sacrifice the 
passover.] From whence Maimonides infers, that even 
whilst high places were allowed,. the passover could not be 
killed any where but at the sanctuary:- if any man did offer 
it in a private high place, he was beaten, as he saith in his 
treatise concerning the passover, cap. 1. sect 3. 

At even, at the going down of the stin.] Between the two 
evenings, concerning which see Exod. xii. 6. After the 
offering of the evening sacrifice, they began to kill the 
passover, and continued this sacrifice till sun-set. 

At the season that thou earnest forth out of Egypt.] Then 
they were preparing themselves for their journey,,and had 
warning to be ready, and eat the lamb with their, staves in 
their hands, as men going forth to travel, (Exod. xii. 11.) 
though they did not actually go forth till the next morning. 

Ver. 7. And thou shalt roast and eat it in the place which 
the Lord thy God shall choose.] See Exod. xii. 8, 9. 

And thou shalt turn in the morning, and go unto thy 
tents.] Unto their own habitations, which are called tents, 
because they had no other dwellings when these words 
were spoken. The only" doubt is, whether he permits them 
to* go home the next morning after the even beforemen- 
tioned,. or the morning after the- whole feast of unleavened 
bread was over. It seems most reasonable to expound it 
of the former, that if men's occasions called them home, 
they were not bound to stay any longer at the place where 
the sanctuary was, but till they had eaten the paschal lamb; 
after which they might return home if they pleased. So 
Bochartus, who from hence proves that the most solemn 
days of the feast of unleavened bread were not observed 
like a sabbath, because* men might travel home upon the 
first day of unleavened bread, as the whole nation travelled 
out of Egypt on this* day, from Ramescs to Succoth*. yet 
pious people, who were able to bear so great a charge, were 
wont, no doubt, to stay the whole soven days before they 
returned home; because the first and last days of the feast 
w r ere great solemnities. So they did in the passover of 
Hezekiah and Josiah,.2 Chron. xxx. 21. xxxv. 17.. And 
there being special sacrifices to be offered every day 
during this festival (as was beforesaid), Solomon ben Vir- 
gar observes, that all the country thereabouts brought their 
oxen and their sheep to be sold at this time to those who 
came from far;, so. that the mountains round about Jeru- 
salem were covered with them, and not a bit of grass to be 
seen. He adds also, that whosoever did not come up to 
this feast, all his goods were forfeited and converted to sa- 
cred uses,(Schebet Judah, p. 378.) 

Ver. 8. Six days thou shalt eat unleavened bread, and on 
the seventh day shall be a solemn assembly unto the Lord 
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thy God.] This is to be understood as if he had said, that 
after they had eaten unleavened bread six days, they should 
conclude the solemnity upon the seventh day with a solemn 
assembly, or, as it is in the Hebrew, with a restraint; but 
still continue also on this day to eat unleavened bread. 
For this feast was to last seven days, and in all the fore : 
going books they are expressly required to eat unleavened 
bread seven days, (Exod. xii. 15. Levit. xxiii. 6. Numb, 
xxviii. 17.) 

A solemn asmnbly.] Which the Hebrews call atzereth; 
of the meaning of which see Lev. xxiii. 36. 

TIiou shalt do no work therein.'] Thatis,"no servile work, 
as it is explained Numb, xxviii. 25. but they' might dress 
their meat, which the LXX. seems to mean in those words, 
which they add, 7tXt)v otra irotrjQi'iatTat ipvxV> save on ty suc ^ 
things as shall be done to preserve life. 

Ver. 9. Seven weeks shalt thou number unto thee.] From 
the morrow after the sabbath, when they brought the sheaf 
of the wave-ofFering, as it is explained in Lev. xxiii. 15. 
(See there.) 

Begin to number the seven vjeeks from such time as thou 
beginnest to put the sickle to the corn.] For they began to 
cut barley at the Passover, as is manifest from hence, that 
Joshua passed over Jordan to enter into Canaan, in the 
time of harvest, (Josh, iii; 15.) and this was in the month 
of-Nisan, when they kept the Passover,' as appears from 
Josh. v. 10. which month could not be called Abib, or the; 
month of new fruits, if some corn was not 'then ripe, viz. 
barley. This Josephus confirms, lib. iii. Antiq. cap; 10. 
which must be understood, as Hermannus Conringius ob- 
serves, (in his treatise de Initio Anni Sabbatici, &c.)of that 
sort of barley which was sown in autumn (as it is this day 
in Frisia), which required a'stronger soil than that sown in 
the spring,, and produced a much richer crop. See Mr. 
Mede's works, p. 355. who observes how very different their, 
climate was from ours. 

Ver. 10. And thou shalt keep the feast of weeks unto the 
Lord thy God.] The reason of this name is given in the 
foregoing verse. And see Exod. xxxiv. 22. It was called 
also the feast of harvest. (See Exod. xxiii. 16.) 

With a tribute of a free-will-offering of thine hand, which 
thou shalt give unto the Lord thy God, &c] Besides those* 
offerings which are prescribed, Lev. xxiii. ] 7, 18. Numb. 
xxviii. 27, &c. The quantity is not directed, but left to 
every man's piety. And whatsoever it was he brought, it 
was wholly given to -God, and he that brought it had no 
share in it; but God gave it to his priests. 

According as the Lord thy God hath blessed thee.] Though 
no quantity was prescribed, yet God expected every, man 
should offer. proportionably to his estate; and they who had 
a religious sense of God's goodness in blessing their labours, 
no doubt acknowledged it by a liberal tribute. v 

Ver. 11. And thou shalt rejoice before the Lord thy God, 
thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy man-servant, 
and thy maid-servant, and the Levite that is within thy gates, 
&c] This feast was made of such offerings as are men- 
tioned, xii. 7. 17 — 19. • * , .j 

Ver. 12. And thou shalt remember that thouwast a bond- 
man in Egypt.] They are often put in mind of ,this as an 
argument to charity, particularly towards their servants. 
(See xv. 15.) . 

And thou shalt observe and do these statutes.} There was 
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a particular reason for keeping this fe&st, because it was in 
remembrance of God's giving them his law from Mount 
Sinai ; where he speaks with them himself. 

Ver. 13. TIiou shalt observe the feast of tabernacles seven 
days, after that thou hast gathered in thy corn and thy 
wine.] This is the third great feast, at which all their males 
were bound to appear every year, as we read, Exod. xxiii, 
16, 17. xxxiv. 22, 23. Of which he puts them in mind 
again, Lev. xxiii. 34 — 36. and here, ver. 16. 

Ver. 14. And thoushalt rejoice in thy feast, thou, and thy 
son, and thy daughter, and thy man-servant, and thy maid- 
servant, &c] There was the like law at Athens, where 
king Cecrops ordained (as Macrobius tells us, lib. i. Sa~ 
turnal. cap. 10.) the master of every, family should, after 
harvest, make a feast for his servants, and eat together 
with them, who had taken pains with him in tilling his 
ground; ff delectari enim Deum hbnore servorum, contem- 
platu laboris,"/ or God delighted in the honour done to ser- 
vants, in consideration of their labour. This, it is likely^ 
he learnt from Moses, for he reigned at Athens much about 
the same time that Israel came out of Egypt; and was the 
first, as Eusebius saith, who taught the Greeks to call God 
by the name of Zcuc, (lib. x. Prsepar. Evangel.) which we 
may interpret the living God. Though therein he seems to 
be a little mistaken. For Pausanias saith more than once 
(both in his Arcadica and his Attica), that Ala uvofiaatv wa- 
tov irp&Toc, he was the first that called Jupiter by the name 
of the Most High, or Supreme. And the same we read in 
St. Cyril against Julian, lib. i. (See Joh. Meursius de Ler 
gibus Atheniensium, lib. i. cap. 9.) 

Ver. 15. Seven days shalt thou keep a feast unto the Lord 
thy God in the place which the Lord thy God shall choose^] 
In order to which, thatitmigtitbe kept the more solemnly,, 
it is once more enjoined, and all the sacrifices that were to 
be offered in each of the seven days appointed in Numb. 
xxix. from ver. 12; to ver. 35. where he orders also the 
eighth day to be solemnly observed for a special reason. 
(See there.) s 

Because the Lord thy God shall bless thee in all thy. in- 
crease, and in all the works of thy hands.} Thankfulness to 
God for blessings bestowed was the way to procure more. 

Therefore thou shalt surely rejoice.] In God the giver of. 
all good things ; whom the whole nation, by the institution 
of this feast, were incited to bless and praise for the fruits 
of his bounty to them. And peace-offerings were sacrificed 
on purpose for this end, (xxvii. 7.) From the repetition of 
this command, TIiou shaltrejoice, the Jews infer, thatthough 
all festivals were times of joy, yet the feast of tabernacles 
was to be celebrated with greater joy than all the rest/. 
And accordingly Maimonides tells us, the whole festival 
was spent in music, arid dancing, and singing, night and day. 

Ver. 16. Three times in the year shall all thy males appear 
before the Lord thy God in the place, &c] This is so fre- 
quently enjoined, (see ver. 13.) because it was of the 
greatest consequence that they should meet as often as 
they could conveniently, at one and the same place, to 
worship the Divine Majesty; whereby the notion of tho 
unity of God was preserved among them. 

And they shall not appear before the Lord empty.] This 
is also frequently repeated, where the feasts themselves 
are'enjoined, (Exod. xviii. 15. xxxiv. 20.) And from these 
and the following words, That, every man should give as he 
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was able, &c. came the pious custom in the beginning of 
our religion, that the people when they came to the Lord's 
table, offered bread, and wine, and corn, and oil, and such- 
like things, for the support of God's ministers, and the 
relief of the poor, every one according to their ability. 
Which was done in acknowledgment of God as the author 
of life, and of all good things; for which they, in this manner, 
shewed their gratitude to him. And the priests, in the pre- 
sence of all the people, lifted thcin up, and gave God thanks, 
arid beseeched him to accept thcin: and out of these, in 
many places, they made their agapa, or feasts of charity, 
for the poor. Mention is made of these oblations in the 
Canons ascribed to the apostles, chap. 3, 4. which, though 
not made by them, yet contain a great many apostolical 
customs. 

Vcr. 17. Every man shall give as hejs able, according to 
the blessing of the Lord thy God which he hath given thee.] 
It was but reasonable, that the more bountiful God had 
been to them,, the more liberally they should offer a grateful 
acknowledgment to him. For all the forenamed three feasts 
had relation to the fruits of the earth, which God had blessed 
them withal, as well as commemorated former great benefits 
bestowed on their. forefathers: the Passover being at the 
beginning of barley-harvest, Pentecost at the beginning of 
wheat-harvest, and the feast of tabernacles, when they had 
gathered in all the fruits of the earth. , At which seasons 
all mankind were ever wont to be full of joy, and to offer 
sacrifices. So Aristotle tells us, (lib. viii. ad NicomaChum, 
cap. 2.) A< :itf>ytuat Svaitit koi <tvvo$oi <j>aivovrai ytvtaSai jufra 
rac rtjv Kdp?riov avyjco/jiSac, The ancievt sacrifices and con- 
ventions seem to have been after the gathering-iu of the fruits 
pfthe earth, as a first-fruit, at whichtime chiefly they rested 
from their labours. And so Strabo, likewise, (lib. x. Geo- 
graph. p. 4G7.) " It is common, both to Greeks and bar- 
barians, to offer their sacrifices with a festival intermission 
of their labours, &c. koI rov& n fyvmg ovrwc virayoptvu, and 
so nature taught them to do," that is, to thank God,- with 
rejoicing and cessation from labours. For which he 
gives this surprising reason, tjtc yap avzmc rbv vovv airayti 
iirb tSjv avOpwTrtvwv a<rj(oXi7/uarwv, rbv dlovrtje vovv vgiiru 
vpbc rb Stiov* for remission of labour abstracts the mind 
from human affairs, and turns it toioards God. This cer- 
tainly was the ancient intention of all such festival- times, 
as the heathen themselves could discern. 

Ver. 18. Judges and officers shalt thou make thee.} To 
see that ihese, and all other laws, were duly observed. 
Moses de Cotzi, upon these words, makes -this difference 
between schofetim and schoterim: that the former (viz. 
judges) were the senators in the several courts, who de- 
cided causes; and the other (officers) were .no more than 
ministers attending the court, to keep the people in order, 
with a staff and a whip, and to execute the decrees and 
orders of the judges; whom they appointed not only in the 
court, butin the streets, looking after weights and measures 
in the market, and correcting offenders. Maimonides also 
makes, them the same with our apparitors, or those who, 
in the Roman law, are called officiates, as Constantine 
L'Empcreur observes, p. 362. upon Cornelius Bertram (who 
mistookthem for a sort of judges), and in the digests exe- 
cutores: and in the New Testament irpatropac, exactors, 
Luke xii. 58. Josephus makes -them to have been public 
criers; and so we find them employed, xx. 8. Josh. i. 11, 



But then some of them, at least, seem to have been an 
honourable sort, like our heralds, (Josh, xxiii. 2.) and all 
of them were men of authority, though but young men (as 
Maimonides describes them), who had not attained the 
years and knowledge of the doctors of the law,*and there- 
fore unfit to be judges. But the Jews place them next 
under their wise men, or doctors, and above their scribes 
and clerks, as Mr. Thorndike observes, in his Review of 
the Rites of the Church, p. 94. But, that they were cer- 
tainly only tinder officers, and not judges, there is another 
argument; which is, that Solomon upon this account com- 
mends the ants, that they carefully do their business, 
though they have no schoter set over them, (Prov. vi. 7.) 
on pafi$ovxo$, or cr>yo?<wjcrr)C; to force or affright them into it. 
In all thy gates.] That is, in every city, as Mr. Sclden 
observes out of the Jewish writers, lib. vii. de Jure Nat et 
| Gent. cap. 5. sect. 1. where he shews they interpret it, in 
all the cities of Israel, both within the land and without, 
where Israel had any jurisdiction. Which is so true, that 
they had consistories wheresoever' they were dispersed, for 
the determining all differences arising out of the law, though 
not as to the power of life and death, which was seldom 
granted them by their sovereigns. Thus we learn from 
Philo, that there was such a consistory at Alexandria; and 
the little chronicle, called Seder Olam Zuta, tells us of the 
like in Babylonia. And after the destruction of the temple, 
it is manifest, not only by the Jewish writings, but by-Epi- 
phanius and others, thatHiere continued a, consistory at 
Tiberias for many ages, &c. (Sec Mr. Thorndike's Rites 
of the Church, p. 5G, 57. and his Review of it, p. 56.) 

But though this -be granted, yet these words (in all thy 
gates) -may/suggest also the part of the city where they 
kept their court, which was in the gate: for there, as I ob- 
served, Gon. xxxiv. 24. all public business was trans- 
acted in the time of Abraham and Jacob, and continued so 
afterward. Insomuch, that the highest court in MosesV 
time met at the door of the tabernacle, (Numb. xi. 24.) the 
gate among the Hebrews being the same with forum, as I 
observed, among the Romans. As we see by 1 Kings 
vii. 1. where Elisha foretells at what low rates provision 
should be sold on the ^morrow in the gate of Samaria. 
Where it is evident there was a place so spacious, that 
Ahab assembled four hundred prophets there before him 
and king Jehoshaphat, who had, no doubt, both of them 
numerous attendants/(2 Kings xxii. 10.) And before this 
time, David, it is said, upon the news of Absalom's death, 
w f ent up to the chamber over the gate, and wept; which wc 
may well think was the council-chamber, (2 Sam. xviii. 
33.) And when Joab advised him to come down, and 
shew himself publicly, it is said, he rose and sat in the gate, 
and all the people came before him, (xix. 6.) And there- 
fore in these cities, which were so large, there was some 
place, I make no question, where there were benches for 
the judges. 

Which the Lord thy God giveth thee throughout thy 
tribes.] In the cities of every tribe there was to be such a 
court erected, that people might have justice easily and 
speedily done them. And the Talmudists unanimously 
agree that the number of judges was proportionable to the 
greatness ofthe city wherein they were placed, and of the 
causes which they judged. Where there >yere less than a 
huudredand twenty families in any town or city, there was 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP.. XVI.] 



UPON DEUTERONOMY. 



715 



seated the lowest court of all, consisting of three judges, 
which tried only actions of debt, or damages done by man 
or beast, or defamation, &c. But in cities where there were 
above a hundred and twenty families, there was placed a 
higher court, consisting of tbree-and-twenty judges, who 
tried, capital causes. Josephus, indeed, differs from the 
Talmudists about the number, for he saith they were but 
seven. Both of them, it is likely, may say true, with re- 
spect to different times and places; for it cannot but be 
presumed that both he and they understood the state of 
their country in such public matters. But at the place 
where God chose to settle his sanctuary, unto, which all the 
country resorted at certain times, there was the^ supreme 
court of all, consisting, as the Talmudists say, of seventy 
persons, besides their president, who Judged all manner of 
causes; and none but they could judge a false prophet, or 
a. city fallen to idolatry. AH appeals were made to 'them; 
hut from them there, was none, their sentence being final, 
(See Selden> lib, ii. de Syncdr. cap. 4.) 

Such, a, court; it is certain, there, was in fpture ages, 
whose number was according to that of the seventy ciders 
chosen by God himself to assist Moses in the government, 
and endued with the spirit of judgment to qualify them for 
that office, (Numb. xi. 25.) In Moses's time they sat at the 
door of the tabernacle, as I observed before; andafter- 
ward at Shiloh, or wheresoever the sanctuary was, Though 
it maybe doubted, whether, after Moses's death, and the 
death of the elders, there was a court consisting .of so many 
judges. Nay,, it is highly probable that this consistory 
itself was not constantly settled there/ according to law, 
till the time* of Jehoshaphat; at least, not the inferior con- 
sistories beforementioned, which ,wera to besettled in every 
city. F6r if they were, what reason can he. giyen why: the* 
judges (Judg. v. 10. x, 4, xii..l4.) and Samuel should rids 
circuitnp and down the country to minister justice. accord- 
ing to the law, when the people might have had. it every 
day in. their several cities? And for this reason, it is likely, 
Jehoshaphat himself, desiring to put this law in force, first 
sent- some great men, who went about through all the cities 
of Judah, (2 Chron. xvii. 8, 9.) and then settled judges 
according to this law throughout all the fenced, cities of 
Judah, city by city, as well as in. Jerusalem, (2. Chron, ^ix. 
5, 8.) Sec Mr. Thorndike, in his Rites of the Church jn 
a Christian State, chap* 4. p. 226. where lie observe^ that 
Josephus, in express terms, rendering a reason. of the. great 
lewdness, upon.which the war against. Benjamin followed, 
attributes it to this, that these courts of judgment .were not 
cstablishedaccording to this law, (lib,, v. Ajjtiq,. cap. 2.) 
But though this, I think, be. very evident, yet it is scarce 
credible that David, after he was set upon the throne of 
God in peace, did not take care to settle these courts,. as 
he did to regulate a great many other things. And, indeed, 
we find a plain intimation of it in 1 Chron. xxvi. 29. but 
succeeding kings, it is probable, were negligent in keeping 
up this constitution, till the time of Jehoshaphat, who exer- 
cised his authority to enforce the exact practice of this law. 

And they shalljudge the people with just judgment J] Ac- 
cording to the rules of this Jaw. The judges, saith It. Solo- 
mon, were, to judge the people; and the officers, to con* 
strain them to do as the judges commanded. 

Ver. 19. Thou shalt not wrest judgment.] See Exod. 
xxiii. G. 



Thou shall not respect persons.] Sec Lcvit -xix. 15. and 
Dcut. i. 17. 

Neither take a gift; for a gift doth blind th§ eyes of the 
wise, and pervert the words of the righteous.] The very same 
is said, Exod. xxiii. 8. 

Ver. 20. That which is altogether just shall thoti follow.] 
The words in the Hebrew are far more emphatical (as 
they are in the margin), Justice, justice shall thou follow. 
Mind nothing but the justice of the cause, and do it to all 
persons equally. 

That thou.may est. live, andinherit the landwhich theLord 
thy God giveth thee.] Be happy, and continue long in the 
land of Canaan: for nothing contributes more to the estab- 
lishment of a government, than the exact and impartial 
administration of justice. 

Ver. 21. Thou shalt not plant thee a .grove of any trees 
near unto the altar of the Lord thy God, which thou shalt 
make thee.] It is evident from this, that his great aim is to 
keep them from idolatry; which he still pursues, as he hath 
done from the beginning of his exhortation in this book. 
And their history teachesus, that it was very needful to 
inculcate this so often ; for, notwithstanding all that Mouses 
could say, they fell immediately after Joshua's death intq 
the idolatrous customs of Canaan, and could never be 
wholly purged from their idolatry till the captivity of Ba- 
bylon. And. these words may be translated, Thou shalt not 
plqnt thee a grove, nor make, any wood (i. e f a wooden 
image) near to the altar of the Lord thy God, So the 
LXX. For the very word we translate grove, sometimes 
imports, the idol in the grove, as well as the grove itself. 
(See 2 .Kings xxiii. 6. and Selden; de Diis Syris, Syntagma 
ii. cap. 2.) Certain it is, that nothing was more ancient in 
tbp east, than altars with groves of trees about them ; which 
made the. place very shady and delightful in those hot coun- 
tries.. They are so often joined in Scripture, that it woulcj 
bp tedious to number all the places, (Exod. xxxi. 13. Dcut. 
xii. 3., Judg. vi. 25, &c.) Cadmus is thought by some to 
have brought this custom into Greece, out of the east. And 
they planted the trees so thick, and they were so, large aud[ 
shady, as to make the place very (dark and solemn ;. whereby 
a;.kii*d of horror was struck into those who went into them. 
And they became hereby the fitter for thedevil to play hi^ 
prjiuks there,;. and for the practice of these obscene, an4u% 
cputh rites whereby he was worshipped. For the gentile 
custom Jiad madejtbese, pjaces prpper to, the infernal god/3, 
and anciently consecrated; thera a^ scpulpjires or temples 
for ■ their heroes. That the Israelite.^, therefore^, might pe 
preserved from sacrificing to the dead, and from filthy lusts 
(by both which they afterward polluted themselves), they 
are forbidden to place a grove near to God's altar, nay, so 
much as any tree (as the words maybe translated); for 
the heathen thought there was a sacredness in trees them- 
selves, which they dedicated to their- g9ds, and honoured 
several ways. (See xii..2, £.) And. therefore the JeAys ,say ; 
they might not plant trees in the court of the temple, or. in 
the mountain of the house (as they call it), for the ornament 
or beauty of God's house. And they gave this reason for it, 
because it , was an idolatrous rite to plant trees near their 
altars, th^t the. people might there meet together. (See Sel- 
den,.]ib. ii. de Jure Nat. ct Gent*, cap. 6. p- 186. and Dr. 
Spencer, lib. ii, cap. 16. sect; 1, 2.) And more lately, Eze- 
kiel Spanhemius (in his most learned observations upon 
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Callimachus), hath shewn that they planted odoriferous 
trees in some groves, to make them moro inviting. Whence 
the grove dedicated to Pallas is called by that poctrtSw 
plvog SX(tdc,* though that may signify only a grove conse- 
crated by many sacrifices. And the vulgar groves were 
planted with pines, fir-trees, cypress, laurel, olives, vines, 
and other lovely trees, especially oaks, which grew to a 
great height, in which both altars and temples were erected. 
See in Hymn, in Dianam. ver. 38. p. 156. and in Palladcm, 
ver. 61. p. 595. and in Cerercm, ver. 38, 39. p. 689. where 
he mentions the black poplar, as a tree of which her grove 
consisted, under the shade of which* the nymphs delighted 
to dance at noon. And thence these shady places, conse- 
crated, to their gods, were called \pvKrijpze, because of their 
refreshing coolness, as he observes out of Athenoeus, (ad 
ver. 47. p. 695.) Arid indeed nothing is plainer in the Holy 
Scripture, than that these groves related to idolatry; for 
all pious princes took them away, and bad ones planted 
them. (1 Kings xviii. 4. 2 Kings xxiii. 14. 2 Chron. xiv. 3. 
xv. 16.) And they are frequently joined with statues and 
images, both here, and vii. 5. xii. 3. 1 Kings xiv. 23, &c. 

Ver. 22. Neither shalt thou set thee up' an image.] The 
Hebrew word matzebah is commonly translated by the 
LXX. <m/Xjfv, a pillar ; and so we translate it in, the mar- 
gin. For as it was unlawful to set up the statue of a man, 
ot any other-creature, so it was as contrary to religion to 
set up a pillar, or an altar, or any such-like structure, for 
public assemblies to be held about them, though they wor- 
shipped-there the true God. So Maimonides reports the 
sense of -their doctors; " A statue or pillar signifies any 
work raised up, that religious assemblies may be made 
there, though they be for the worship of the Divine Ma- 
jesty; for this is a practice among idolaters." And so 
Pausanias confesses (in Achaicis), that in the most an- 
cient times/among all the Grecians, njiac Scwv avrl aya\- 
fiaruv tlx ov vpyol XiOoiytude stones had Divine honours given 
them, instead of statues or images. -(See Selden, lib. ii. de 
Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 6- in the beginning ; and Mai- 
monides, of the "Worship of the Planets, chap. 6. sect. 8 — 
10. and Dionys. Vossius's annotations there.} 

Wlrich the Lord thy God Jiateth.] Hence it sufficiently 
appears, that this was an idolatrous practice ; which is more 
odious to God than any thing else. And thus the Israel- 
ites we see understood it, being ready to take arms against 
.their brethren on the other side Jordan, when they heard 
they had erected an altar there (taking it to be such a 
structure as is here forbidden); but were appeased when 
they understood, that it was not, intended for worship, 
(Josh.xxii. 18.) •< . . 

CHAP. XVII. 

Ver. 1. JL HOU shalt not sacrifice unto the Lord thy 
God any bullock, or sheep, wherein is any blemish.] Having 
warned them, as lie had done often, against idolatrous 
practices, he hero interposes a caution against profane- 
ncss in the worship of. the true God,: for it was a great 
disrespect to him, to offer him any thing that was not per- 
fect, the heathens being ashamed of such sacrifices. 
Whtrein is any blemish.] Of this see Lev. xxii. 20, &c- 
Or any evil-favouredness] In the Hebrew, any evil thing, 
or matter; thatis, if it had any discasa, or was sick. 



For that is an abomination unlo the Lord thy God.] This 
is more than is said in Leviticus, where the words are, for 
it shall not be acceptable for you. For here he expresses 
the greatest disdain and abhorrence of such sacrifices. j 

Ver. 2. Jf there be found among you, within any of thy 
gates which the Lord thy God giveth thee.] In any cities* 
or towns within their country. «■ .. . , .* ' 

Man or woman that hath wrought wickedness in the sight 
of the Lord thy God.] Now he returns to the business of 
idolatry; which is the wickedness here said to be wrought, 
as appears by the next words. . 

In transgressing his covenant.] For this was the princi- 
pal part of the covenant, that they should have no other 
gods but him ; (Exod. xx. 22, 23.) upon this all depended; 
so that the whole covenant was void, if they served other 
gods. Which was so foul a sin, that he would have none 
spared, who were guilty of it. Which is the reason, as 
Maimonides thinks, (More Nevochim, par. iii. cap. 37.) 
why he here saith, man or woman, because men are .natu- 
rally more tender towards the female sex, and inclinable to 
be favourable to them; against which he warns them in 
case of idolatry, and of profaning the sabbath ; in which 
two cases only he uses these words. 

He had shewn in the thirteenth chapter, what they should 
do with him that seduced others to idolatry, whether he 
were a pretended prophet, or a private man, (ver. 1. 9, 10.) 
And then, what should be done with a whole city that was 
seduced, (ver. 12, 13, &c.) And now he shews how they 
should proceed against any particular person, who aposta- 
tized from God. • ' - . ..'.-. 

Ver. 3. And hath gone and served other gods, and wor* 
shipped them, either the sun, or moon; or any of the host -of 
heaven.] The most ancient idolatry (of which Abarbinel 
makes account there were ten sorts) was the worship of 
the heavenly bodies, as I have observed before, iv. 19. and 
see Job xxxi. 26.. The forcnamed doctor, indeed, places 
first the worship of angels; about which I will not dispute; 
but only observe, that, by condemning those who wor- 
shipped the host of heaven, though very glorious crea+ 
turcs, -Moses suggests plainly enough how vile they were 
who worshipped images of wood and stone. 

Which T have not commanded.] This is a way of speak- 
ing in this language, importing, the quite contrary, which 
God hath forbidden, and that most strictly. (See Prov; 
xvii.JJl. xxiv. 23. and many other places.) 

Ver. 4. And it be told thee.] Thou hast had information 
of such wickedness. • *. , . 

And thou hast heard it, and inquired diligmtly.] Upon 
information, they were to make diligent Search, whether the 
report were true or not. 

And, behold, it be U~ue, and the thing certain.] They were 
not to proceed upon' rumours, nor yet to slight them; but 
endeavour to be satisfied, whether or not,* there was ground 
for them ; and if upon examination they found there was no 
doubt of the truth of the thing, to do as is here directed. 

That such abomination is wrought in Israel.] So idolatry 
is frequently called. (See xiii. 14.) 

Ver. 5. Tlien thou shalt bring forth that man or that 
woman, xvhich have committed that wicked thing, unto thy 
gates.} Set them before the court of judgment in the city 
to which thoy belonged, (see xvi. 18.) .For particular per- 
sons were tried and sentenced in the lower courts, but a 
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tribe or a, city, accused of idolatry, only by the highest 
court of all; as Maimonides and the rest of the Jewish 
doctors inform .us. (See Selden, lib* iii. de Synedr. cap. 4. 
n. 3. and cap. 5. n. 1.) * 

Andshcdt stone them with stones that they die.] This was 
the punishment of a particular person, as a city fallen to 
idolatry was to be killed with the sword;' and a false pro- 
phet, who seduced others to idolatry, to be strangled. 
(See xiii. 5,) 

. / Ver. 6. At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, 
shall he that is worthy of death be put to death.] No man 
could be convicted but by two witnesses, at least* and Ihose 
of a competent age, of good fame, and not convicted them- 
selves of haviiig borne. false witness, &c. Many other qua- 
lifications, of lesser moment, the Jews required in a witness ; 
which Mr. Selden reports, and the reason of them, lib. ii. 
de Synedr. cap. 13. n. 11; r r .■ -i »*.*>/ . * * 

But at the month of one witness he shall not be put to 
death.] Because, though the witness w T as never so credible, 
it was possible he might be mistaken. But it was not likely 
that two or three honest men, agreeing in the same testi- 
mony, should all be deceived. Yet in pecuniary matters, 
the Hebrew doctors say, the testimony of one credible wit- 
ness was sufficient to put a man to his oath for his purga- 
tion. And they set a mark of infamy upon him, who, in 
such matters as are here spoken of, had such a single 
witness against him, (See Maccoth, cap. 1, sect. 8. and 
J. Coch's annotations, there.) t iw> ' 

Ver. 7. The hands of the witnesses shall be first upon him, 
to put him to death.] This was great reason, that they might 
thereby still confirm the truth and certainty of their testi- 
mony, by being the first executioners of the sentence ; 
which no men would easily, venture to be, who were not 
sure they had testified the truth. 

And afterward the hands of all the people.] From hence 
some infer, that he was to be put to death at a public feast. 

So shalt thou put away the evil from among you.] See 
xiii. 5. * Xf 

Ver. 8. If there arise a matter too hard for thee injudg- % 
ment.] Now he returns to speak of the courts of judgment, 
which he had ordered to be erected in all their cities, when 
they came into the land of Canaan,. (xvi. 18.) who might 
find some causes to be so difficult that they could not 
determine them. 

Between blood and bloodJ] The Jews, I think, interpret 
this absurdly concerning menstruous women, and the tokens 
of virginity, (see Mr. Selden, lib. iii. de Synedr. cap. 2.) 
when there is a plain and obvious meaning of these words, 
That there might be a doubt whether a man had committed 
wilful murder, or only casual, and, consequently, whether 
he should have the benefit of the city of refuge, of be 
taken from it. v * < ' ' 

Between plea and.plea.} As the former words belong to 
criminal causes, so these to civil; such as suits about 
debts, or purchases of lands or houses, &c. ." 

Between stroke and stroke.] It dbth not seem reasonable 
to me, that this should be interpreted of the leprosy 
(which is often called a plague, or stroke), though the 
Jews so understand it, for. that was* to be judged solely 
by the priests; whereas he speaks also of other judges: 
therefore the meaning is, concerning any wound or hurt 
that was done to a man in his body. About which, if the 



judges could not agree, but were divided in their opinions,* 
either about the fact itself, or about the punishment tobc 
inflicted, an appeal was to be made to a higher^ court. 

Being matters of controversy.] Or contention and strife; 
that is, disputes arising about them, which could not be 
determined by the judges" in those courts below. . 

Within thy gates.] Where God commanded judges and 
officers to be settled, (xvi. 18.) And therefore here he 
speaks of the inferior courts of judgment, that were in the 
lesser cities of their several tribes. 

Then thou shalt arise, and get thee up unto the place 
which the Lord thy God shall choose .] Where the supreme 
court was settled in the chief city of the kingdom. While 
they continued in the wilderness, the captains of thou- 
sands, and hundreds, and fifties, and lens (whom Moses 
constituted by the advice of Jethro), judged the causes of 
the people under Moses himself, to whom God joined 
seventy persons for his assistance ; all hard causes being 
brought before him. But this authority of the captains 
lasted no longer than during their pilgrimage in the wilder- 
ness ; for when they came to Canaan, the law, as I now 
observed, required judges and officers to be ordained in 
every city ; who, if there fell any difference about the law, 
are here ordered to repair to the place where the Sanctuary 
was, for there the highest court sat, as the successors of 
Moses, and his consistory of seventy elders, (mentioned 
Numb. xi. 16. 24, &c.) who judged all difficult causes 
while he lived. / ~ < > h 

Ver. 9. And thou shalt come unto the priests the Invites, 
and unto the judge.] Who must be supposed to be resident 
in this place, where the sanctuary was. And these' words, 
the priests the Levites, the Jews understand as if he had 
said, the priests of the tribe of Levi, or the sons of Levi; 
for so he speaks in xxi. 5. And Mr. Selden 4 produces a 
great* many other instances of the like phrase, (lib. ii. de 
Synedr. cap. 8. n. 2, 3.) and shews they are so described 
(as the Jews think) to exclude all others that had been 
priests, before God took the sons of Aaron peculiarly to 
serve him in this office. But the- Levites, as' well as 
priests, theyunanimously agree, were capable to be mem- 
bers 'of this' great Sanhedrin ; which, they" all likewise 
say, did not consist only of priests and Levites, but of. 
any other persons' of other tribes, who were fit to* be* 
promoted to this dignity. Nay, they say, if there was'nof 
one priest or Levite in the court, it was a lawful judica- 
ture; for the high-priest himself, no more than anyinan 
else, had a place here, merely for his birth,, unless his 
learning in the law was answerable : so Maimonides and 
others'. And those other members who were not priests; 
nor Levites, they 'think are comprehended under the A word 
judge, which, though it be in the singular number, may be 
thought to signify more than one, as appears from xix.'17. 
where" it is said expressly, they shall bring the "controversy 
there mentioned, before the priests and the judges. "And 
farther, that judge, after the manner of this language, may 
signify judges, Constantine L'Empereuir gathers from vert 
12. where priest in the singular number is used for those 
who are here called priests in the plural. (Arinot in Corn; 
Bertram, p. 389.) 

But howsoever this be, it seems to me, that though the 
priests and Levites were not the only persons of whom this 
high court consisted (the members of which might be 
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chosen out of any tribe whero they could find men qualified), 
yet they are here first mentioned, becauso they were likely 
to be the most capable persons to exercise this authority, 
especially in the first constitution of this commonwealth, 
when they were newly entered into Canaan. For all other 
persons were then busily employed in looking after tho in- 
heritance that was fallen to them, and settling the affairs of 
their several families ; whereby they were rendered less 
able to attend unto this weighty office. But the tribe of 
Levi having no inheritance among them (as is often re- 
peated in these books), and no care about husbandry, and 
such-like affairs, had a full leisure both to study the laws of 
God and to judge according to them; especially being ap- 
pointed by God to teach Jacob his judgments and Israel 
his law, xxxiii. 10. Besides, this court being settled at the 
place of God's worship, where a great many priests and 
Levites always necessarily attended, they were most ready, 
without any inconvenience to themselves, to execute this 
office of judges> having their maintenance from the public, 
which no other persons had. But otherwise, as I said, 
they had no more right than other men to be members of 
this court, which we cannot certainly say consisted of se- 
venty judges, together with their nasi, i. e. their prince, or 
president; nor that they always sat at the place here ap- 
pointed : for there were sometimes great troubles in the 
land, and they were under the power of their enemies, which 
extremely disturbed their government, and made it neces- 
sary for God to raise them up extraordinary judges, be- 
cause the power of this court was broken in pieces. So 
Mr. Selden himself acknowledges, that there were great in- 
termissions of thqir sitting in the times of Antiochus Epi- 
phanes, and of Herod the Great, (lib. ii. de Synedriis, cap. 
14. n. 3.) And therefore, why not in the times when they 
were oppressed by the Moabites, Ammonites, Philistines, 
and other cruel neighbours, in the days of the judges ? and 
thus Grotius, Hermannus Conringius (to name no more), 
here understand the word judge, who is joined with tho 
priest and Levites. 

And unto the judge.] The forenamed authors thus trans- 
late this verse, Thou shalt come unto the priests the Levites, 
or unto the judge that shall be in' those days. Whereby 
judge they, understand such as Othnicl, Ehud, Gideon, 
Jephthah, Samson, Samuel, and. others, whom (rod raised 
up when they were oppressed by their enemies, and in great 
confusions, to govern his. people; which they did. with the 
highest authority, being equal to kings, save; only that they 
kept not royal stats or equipage, but are plainly called by 
that name, Judg. xvii. G» xix. l.xxi. 25. Now, though the 
priests and Levites (t. e» that court, of which they made a 
considerable part) were the ordinary supreme judges of 
controversies,. yet tjie judge, when God raised ono up, was 
ejfidued with anextraordinary power above theirs; to whom 
the. people therefore resorted for his decision. For just as 
all/ordinary magistrates among tho lloipans gave place to 
a dictator, when they had one, so all the Hebrew magis- 
trates did to. Such a, judge, when God appointed him, who 
determined all manner of controversies, as, at other times, 
thq, other judges, whether priests or others, worfcwontto 
do. (See Herman. Conringius do Rcpnbl. Ebrseorum, 
sect. 39.> • * . * ' , 

I know but one objection against this, which is, thatthOse 
extraordinary judges wre not fixed, as far as we can find, 



in the place where the Sanctuary was; unless we may 
judge of all the rest by Eli and Samuel, who seem to have 
been settled there. But we must consider that they were 
not confined by their commission, which was not grounded 
on this law, to any one certain place, but left at liberty to 
live where they thought most convenient for the discharge 
of their trust, in the reformation of the people. And the 
truth of what I said concerning their supreme power, 
plainly appears in Samuel, who went up and down the 
country executing, judgment, when Shiloh was destroyed, 
and had no court, like that which the Jews speak of, to 
assist him. But when he needed assistance, he appointed 
his sons to be judges, (1 Sam. viii. 1.) of whom, when the 
elders complained, (ver. 4.) because they did not discharge 
their duty well, it.was to himself, and not to any other per- 
sons; and they desire not a Sanhedrin, but a king to judge 
them, (ver. 5.) Which petition we do not find that he com» 
municated to the Sanhedrin, but only unto God; nor is any 
mention made of them in the choice of a king, or, after ho 
was chosen, in the history of their kings, till Jchoshaphat's 
time, no more than there is in the books of Joshua and 
Judges; where we read, that when there-was no king (that 
is, judge) in Israel, every man did what, was right in his 
own eyes ; which is a sign that there wanted such a court 
to keep them in order. After the time of Jehoshaphat, who 
settled judges in every city^ (as I observed, xvi. 18:) they 
continued, it is plain, till the captivity ; but what number 
there was of them we do not know. After the captivity, 
Ezra and Nchemiah- seem, to have done all themselves, 
(sec Neh. ix. and x.) Which makes it very probable, that 
though there were judges appointed accordingJo the di- 
rection of this law, yet the exercise of their power was 
often interrupted by the great changes which. wcro.in that 
nation ; and that there was no such Sanhedrin as the Tal- 
mudi&ts describe till the time of the Maccabees. For tho 
very name of Sanhedrin plainly shews its. original to have 
been when the Greek tongue was common among the Jews; 
and that was, when the kings of Syria arid Egypt (who were 
of the Macedonian race) had the chief power in Palestine. 
(See Conringius, in the forenamed book, sect. 37.) 

And inquire.] They were to lay the cause before this 
high court, and desire their opinionin it. 

And they shall shew the sentence of judgment.] They 
were bound to determine the controversy ; and whatsoever 
sentence they gave, it was to stand good till it was re- 
versed rby other judges of the same authority; for the 
Jews (who understand all this of .the great Sanhedrin, 
and scan every syllabic with great- nicety) will have the 
words, just before, [that shall be in those days] to signify 
that every sentence must hold in tho time when it is given: 
so that if this court determined a matter, which in after- 
times, by other judges of tho same court, should be 
judged. otherways, that second sentence was to stand, be- 
ing, tho opinion Of. those days. For this sentence was, in 
their judgment, thp meaning of the law, by which they 
were all to be governed.; and, if there was no tradition in 
the case, they judged themselves as well as they could. 

Ver. 10. And thou shalt do according to the sentence 
which they of that place.] That is, the high court which 
rsits there, or the judge who is in those days. 

Which the Lord shall choose.] The Jews, who understand 
this only of the Sanhedrin, say, it was not lawful for them 
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to judge causes, at least not those which were capital, in 
any other place. (See .Selden, Jib. ii. de Synedn cap. 15. 
n. 6, 7. 10.) 

Shall shew thee.'] Shall pronounce. 

And thou shalt observe to do according to all that they 
inform thee.] Some fancy that he. speaks to the inferior 
judges, who brought the cause thither to have the opinion 
of this highest court, who were then to pronounce sen- 
tence according to it; but whoever brought the contro- 
versy before this court (when the inferior could not deter- 
mine it), they gave the sentence, in which he requires the 
contending parties to acquiesce, and to do according to 
their determination; which did not concern questions of 
faith, as if men were to believe whatsoever they should 
teach them, but such controversies as are mentioned ver. 8. 
about civil or criminal matters, which they w r ere finally to 
determine; so that men should not .farther controvert the 
ipatter, but rest, in their decisions. For in all governments 
there must be an end ofsuits, somewhere. or other; and 
Gbd required. all his people to. submit to the sentence of 
this court: for so the words.run in the Hebrew, And thou 
shalt do according to the sentence which they shall sliew 
thee, from the place which the Lord thy God shall choose ; 
that is, from the supreme court of judicature, which re- 
sided where God himself did. For if men had been per- 
mitted to disagree to their sentence, the very end and use 
of this court had been taken away ; as Maimonides speaks, 
in his More Nevochim, par. iii. cap. 41. 

Ver. 11. According to the sentence of the law whichthey 
shall teach thee.] In the Hebrew,. According to the mouth, 
or the word of the law, which they shall teach thee; 
that is, according to the interpretation which they gave of 
the law. 

And according to the judgment which they shall tell. thee.] 
That is, according to the order or .decree which they made 
thereupon. . . 

Shalt thou do.] Pay, suppose, the money, which they 
judged to be due to another nian : for he doth not speak 
of tlieir doing whatsoever they bade them (as if they could 
control the commands of .God), but of obeying the sen- 
tence of this court, about .those matters which were in 
question between one man and another, (ver. 8.) who were 
not to J>e judges in their p.wn case, but rest in the judg- 
ment of those whom God.hadmade the supreme interpret- 
ers of his law. 

Thou shalt not decline from ihe sentence which they shalt 
shew thee, &c] They were not to make the least alteration 
in tlieir sentence : for though they.might think it was wrong, 
and the senate perhaps did really err, and be 'better in- 
formed afterward, (which the 'law, supposes, <and in that 
case orders an expiatory sacrifice, iev. iv.l3.)yet it -was 
not lawful for any man to act contrary to their present de- 
cree, nor to teach the contrary, whatsoever his private 
opinion might be. 

Ver. 12. And the man that will do presumptuously, and 
will not hearken.] This they understand, not barely of a 
private man, that would not stand to their sentence, but- of 
an elder, or inferior judge, who presumed to- contradict it; 
as Mr. Selden shews, lib. iii. de Syncdr. cap. 3. 

Unto the priest.] It is commonly thought, as I observed, 
ver. 8. that the singular number is here put for the plural; 
and that the meaning is, if any man would not hearken to 



the highest court of judgment, which consisted commonly 
of a great many priests, he should die for his contempt: 
but they have a great deal of reason on their side, who in- 
sist upon the letter of this word priest, and of that which 
follows, or the judge (understanding both of single per- 
sons), and take the high-priest only to be here meant ; w r ho 
seems to be described in the next words, tlmt stands to 
minister there before the Lord thy God. For when God did 
not raise up a judge to govern his people, the. high-priest 
was the supreme governor under God until the days of 
Davi<I; and so he was after the captivity. Hence, it is, 
as Grotius observes, (lib. de Imperio Summarum Potesta- 
tum circa Sacra, cap. 9. sect. 4.) that cohen is a name com- 
mon to priests and princes: for, among a greatmany nations 
anciently, he shews, the priests had the highest pow T er; 
particularly among the Cappadocians (Strabo, who was 
of that country, saith), the sacerdotal dignity was next to 
the regal; but howsoever- this word be interpreted, the 
crime here mentioned was contumacy, in not submitting to 
the sentence of the highest authority, whether it were vested 
in one person or more, whereby the government was in 
danger to be broken; and therefore God orders such a 
person to be put to death. 

Or the judge.] See before, ver. 9. 

Even that man shall die.] The Jews, who interpret this, 
as I said, of a judge in inferior courts, who presumed to 
contradict the judgment of the supreme court, have tern-' 
pered the severity of this law by several explications and 
exceptions; which have regard, either to the manner of 
passing this decree by the highest court, which an inferior 
disobeyed (and that was when a cause came before them 
upon an appeal, for it was not so criminal to disobey every 
sentence of the supreme court, but only such as these), or 
to the place where it. was made, which was to be no where 
else but at God's dwelling-place, or to the things about 
which the decree was made; which some will have to be 
only weighty matters : and the act of contumacy also was 
considered; for he was not put to death, they say, unless 
in open court he declared a contrary sentence. The death 
he sufferedwas strangling; and he could suffer in no other 
place but where this high court sat. (See Selden, of all 
these, in -the place beforementioned, n.*2 — 6.) And it may 
be farther observed, that the prophets themselves were sub- 
ject to 'the power and -jurisdiction of this high court, by 
whom they might be sentenced to capital punishment, if 
they taught contrary tothelaw of God. Butour Mr.Thorn- 
dike makes a doubt, whether the constitution which the 
Jewish -writers mention about a rebellious elder (as they 
call him who taught any thing contrary to the determination* 
of this supreme court), was ever in force or not? For it was 
made, because of the differences between the schools of 
Hillel and Shammai, who lived not long before our Saviour's 
time; when, it appears by the gospel, that nation had lost 
the power of life and death. (See Rites of the Church, 
chap. 5. p. 256.) 

And thou shalt put away the evil from Israel.] This may- 
refer eitherto the evil person, or to the great scandal and 
dangerous example he gave, by resisting the highest autho- 
rity, and thereby breaking the bond of unity and peace. 

Ver. 13. And all the people shall hear and fear, and do 
no more presumptuously.] This punishment was intended 
to strike a terror into all the people, that they should not 
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adventure to oppose the supreme authority. And for this 
ejid the offender, was to be kept in custody, as R. Aquiba 
understood this, till the next great feast (either of the Pass- 
over,., or Pentecost, or tabernacles), and then executed, 
when the whole nation, i. e. all the males were present. 
This Mr. Selden .observes (in the forcnamed place, n. 7.) 
is the most received opinion ; though It. Jehuda saith; they 
did. qot. make the sentence sharper by a long delay, but 
executed it presently : and for the farther publication of it, 
they sent letters to all the tribes and cities of Israel, to give 
notice,. that such a man was executed at such a time for this 
crime. (See Selden there, n. 8.) 

. Ver. 14. And when thou comest into the land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee, and shalt possess it, and shalt 
dwell therein.'] When they had conquered the -land of 
Canaan, and were settled in it. 

And shalt say, I will set a king over me.] The Jews com- 
monly, from this and the next verse, fancy that God com- 
manded them to make a king when they came to the land. 
of Canaan,, and had a quiet possession of it;, following 
herein the Gemara of the Sanhedrin, cap. 2. Insomuch; 
that they have presumed to. make this an affirmative pre-, 
cept, " a king of the people should be chosen;" and quote 
this place for it. To which some learned men among 
Christians have seemed to incline; particularly Petrus 
Cumeus, lib. ii. de Republ. Hebr;. cap. 14. apd, Guil. 
Schickardus, in his Jus Regium, cap. l. r Theor. 1. But 
Abarbinel himself contradict^ this; and so doth Josephus, 
who observes, that -God intended they should- keep their 
present, government; ,but if they would have a king, he 
should be one of their brethren. For thus he interprets 
this place, (lib. i. Antiq r cap. 8.) that they should not affect 
any other government, but, love thepresent, having the law 
for their master, and living according to it ; r uqku -yap ,6 
Oebgiyt^y^vmqjm tti$ r si$mzi4',that God is yonr ruler. 
And then he adds, But if you desire to have a king, corw 
fjlv ovroc o/x6(t>v\os, let him be one of your own nation,, as it 
here follows in the next verse. 

Like as all the natiom that are about meJ] Such as the 
Edomites, who had been governed by kings before the days 
of Moses* (See Gen. xxxvi. 31.) 

Ver. 15. Thou shalt in any wise set him king over thee.] 
Install, and receive him into the throne. 

Whom the Lord thy God shall choose.] They could not 
elect whom they pleased, but the first king, at least, was 
to be appointed by God himself, who was their supreme 
governor. So the people understood it, when they desiied 
Samuel, who was their chief ruler under God, to make them 
a king, (1 Sam. viii. 5.) but durst not to presume to set one 
up of themselves. And to confirm them in this opinion, 
Samuel saith to Saul, (1 Sam. x. 1.) " The Lord hath 
anointed thee to be captain over his inheritance ;" and saith 
to all the people, (ver. 24.) " See ye him whom the Lord 
hath chosen." . And accordingly, when tlie lot was, to be 
cast, to shew who was to be their king, Samuel bids, all 
the tribes present themselves before the Lord, (ver. 19.) 
And when it fell upon Saul, and they could not find him, 
they inquired of the Lord, and the Lord answered where 
he was, '(ver. 22.) In like manner, when Saul was rejected* 
the Lord himself appointed David to be anointed their 
king, and settled that authority in his family. And to 
determine which of his sons should have it, God himself 



appointed his immediate successor, viz. Solomon. For so 
David declares to all the princes and the great men whom* 
he assembled before his death ; " Of all my sons, the Lord 
hath chosen Solomon to sit upon the throne of the kingdom 
of the Lord God of Israel/' (1 Chron. xxviih 5.) And 
again, (xxix. 1.) " David said unto all the congregation, 
Solomon my son, whom alone God hath chosen, is yet. 
young," &c. But though it was thus in the beginning of 
this kingdom, yet God intended at length to make it here- 
ditary, as appears from ver. 20. of this chapter. 

One from among thy brethren shalt thou set over thee.J 
i.e. Saith the tradition, mentioned by the Jews out of To- 
siphta, the most select and choice personthat could be 
found, not one of mean extraction or employment. This 
they fancy is meant by from among thy brethren. 

Thou mayest not set a stranger over thee, which is not' 
thy brother.] This the Jews extend to all offices whatso-* 
ever, as Maimonides reports their sense. (See Selden> 
lib. vi. dc Jure Nat.- et Gent. cap. 20. p. G47!) And by 
thy brother some of them understand one that was an Is- 
raelite, both by father and mother; though others think it : 
sufficient, if a. king was an Israelite by the mother's side. 
See -there, cap. 22. which in his book dc Succession, ad 
Pontificat. lib. ii. he 'shews was sufficient for any dignity 
among the Israelites, but only the priesthood. See also, 
lib. iii; de Syncdr. cap. 9. n. 6* where he observes the 
Talmudists say, the great Sanhedrin was to see that no 
king but one thus qualified was set over the people ; which,* 
when there was such a court, may be allowed to be true; 
though. all the power which they ascribe to their Sanhedrin- 
over their kings, is by no means to be admitted; but is' 
an apparent figment: for it. is manifest out of the Bible, 
that their kings had that very power which they ascribe to* 
the Sauhedrin; particularly> it is notorious that Soloinon, 
by his own power, put Abiathar out of the office of high- 
priest, (1 Kings ii. G. 2G.) which judgment the Talmudists 
say belonged only to the great Sanhedrin. In like manner 
other kings judged prophets; which they appropriate to- 
the same court, .v .'.*".♦>.,< ' 

Ver. 1G. Bat he shall not multiply horses to himself] 
There is no certain number determined; but the Jews well 
resolve, that he was not to. keep them for mere pomp and* 
state, but only so many as were for use and service ; to 
draw his chariot, for instance,- and for the guard of his per-" 
son ; but he was to take care that he did not burden his 1 
people by too many, under this, or any other pretence: and 
therefore not to keep up a body of horse for war. For* 
among the Jews their armies consisted altogether of foot-* 
men ; there being no breed of horses in that country; and 
their people, who were all husbandmen and shepherds, be-- 
ing accustomed to labour, and to run as swiftly as a horse, 
(2 Sam. ii. 18. xviii. 19. 22, &c.) Certain it is, that in the 
days of David they had no horsemen in their army; for v 
when Absalom lost the battle and fled, it was upon a mule 
that he endeavoured to make his escape. And though So- 
lomon was so prodigiously rich, that he was able to main- 
tain forty thousand stalls of horses for his chariots, and 
twelve thousand horsemen, (1 Kings iv. 2G.) yet succeed- 
ing kings could not keep up such an expense; but wheii ; 
they had occasion sent for succours from Egypt, which 
commonly consisted- of horsemen. Now one of the rea- 
sons the Jews give why their king was not to multiply 1 
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horses, is, lest he should be puffed up with pride; for a 
horse being a stately creature, his rider is often swollen 
with a high conceit of himself, as more than one of the 
heathen have observed. (See Bochart, in his Hietozoieon, 
lib. ii. cap. 9.) Nachmanides gives another good reason, 
lest he should confide and trust in the power of his horse- 
nien more than in God. (See Schickard, in his Mischpat 
Harnmelech, cap, 3. Theor, 10.) But the chief reason 
is given by Moses himself in the next words, Lest they 
should be tempted to go to Egypt, with which country it 
was dangerous to have familiarity. 

Nor cause the people to return to Egypt, to the end that 
he sliould multiply horses.] Send his people thither to buy 
-horses for him, it being a country that abounded with 
them, as Judea did with asses. For when Sheshak, king 
of Egypt (whom the Greek w T riters call Sesostris), came 
against Jerusalem, there were threescore thousand horse- 
men in his army, (2 Chron. xii. 3.) Which shews how they 
abounded with horses in that country in those days, though 
in aftertimes they did not care to breed them. They might 
indeed have horses out of other countries, as well as Egypt, 
but not so easily, nor so good : which made Solomon send 
thither, and Pharaoh set a great price upon them ; because 
he knew their value, and that they could not furnish them- 
selves so easily with them elsewhere, (1 Kings x.,28, 29.) 
* Forasmuch as the Lord haih said unto you, Ye shall hence- 
forth return no more that way.] Or the first words may be 
rendered, forasmuch as the Lord saith unto you, &e. as t he 
did now by him, that they should not maintain traffic with 
the Egyptians, at least while they continued idolaters. We 
read, indeed, that many Jews went thither, and Urijah the 
prophet fled thither: (Jer. xxvi. 21.) of which the Jews 
give this account : first, some say this was but a tempo- 
rary constitution, which was not tp la^t always: secondly, 
they distinguish about the way of returning thither; con- 
ceiving that they might not go thither out of the land of 
Israel, but they might out of anbther country whither they 
were driven. Maimonides thinks they might go thither as 
merchants, but not fix their dwelling there. But the true 
meaning is, that they might not voluntarily go thither upon 
any account, at least while they remained, as I said, so 
corrupted in their religion and manners, as they were at this 
present: for there is an express law, Lev. xviii. 3. /' Ac-* 
cording to the works of the Egyptians ye, shall not do." 
(See Schickardns, in the forenamed place, p. 78.) Whence 
those words of the prophet Isaiah, where, when he saith 
the land of Israel was full of horses, he adds, their land, 
also is full of idols, (Isa. ii. 7, 8.) For by multiplying 
the one, they multiplied the other. And, therefore, though 
David did reserve some chariots and horsemen, which Iiq 
took to his conquests, for his own use, yet no great number, 
(2Sam.yiii. 4.) But still great men rode upon mules, 
(2 Sam. xviii. 9. 1 Kings i. 33. 38. 41.) a? they had done in 
the days of the judges* (Judg, v. 10. x. 4. xii. 14.) 

Ver. 17. Neither shall he multiply wives to himself^] This 
is not a prohibition to take more wives than one, but not 
to have an excessive, number, after the manner of the 
eastern kings, whom §oIomon seems to h^ve imitated: I 
see no ground for what the Jews say, that he might have 
eighteen. (See Schickard, in the book abovenamed, cap. 3. 
Theor. 9. Selden's Uxor; Hcbr. lib. i. cap. 8. Buxtorf. dc 
Sponsal. par. i. sect. 40.) For the proof which R. Solo- 
vol. I, 



mon and Bechin give of it' is very weak; which is, that 
David having already six wives, (2 Sam. v. 13.) the pro* 
phet tells him, if he had not offended God, he would more* 
over have given him such and such things, L e. say they, 
twice as many wives, (2 Sam. xii. 8.) Much less is there 
any ground for what they say, that if he took more than his 
number, he was to be scourged by the authority of the Sao- 
bedrin, as be was, they pretend, for the breach of any of 
these precepts here mentioned. (See Selden, lib. ii. de^, 
Synedr. cap. 9. n.5.) Which Grotius, indeed, endeavours t* 
soften, by afiirming that these lashes were no disgrace to him, 
because he received them voluntarily, in token of his repents 
ance ; and therefore was not scourged by the common exe- 
cutioner, but by such a person as he himself chose to give 
this correction ; and he received also such a number of 
stripes as he himself pleased, and no more, (lib. i. de Jure 
Belli et Pacis, cap. 3. sect. 20.) But this is directly against , 
Maimonides, who saith, in downright words, that the San- 
hedrin appointed this chastisement; as Selden observes in 
another place, (lib. iii. de Synedr. cap. 9. n. 5.) And there 
is no example in the whole book of God of any such juris- 
diction which the Sanhedrin had over their kings; but all 
this may well be looked upon as a mere invention of. the 
Jewish doctors, to magnify the power of their great council. 
That his heart turnnot away.]* From all serious business 
and employment, whilst he was caressing and studying to 
please a multitude qf women: some understand it, lest they 
turned his heart away from God, and the duties of piety, 
of which there was great danger, if he married worshippers 
of strange gods, as Solomon did. Otherwise, I should think 
it might be interpreted, of turning his thoughts from mind-* 
ing his people, and their good and welfare; which must 
needs suffer much, when they were burdened with a great 
company of wives, who were to be richly maintained and. 
provided for. 

Neither shall he greatly multiply to, himself silver and 
gold.] No more, saith the Sanhedrin, (cap. 2.). than would 
pay stipends to his servants, &c.. Others of them scan the 
words more nicely ; and observe, that, first, he is forbidden 
to multiply gold and silver greatly, that is, to content him- 
self with moderate riches, and not set himself to heap up 
treasure, which could not be. done; commonly without great 
oppression of his subjects. And, secondly, he is forbidden 
to multiply them to himself: but for the public benefit he 
might lay up money in the treasury at the temple, though 
in his own coffers, for his private interest, he might not.. 
See Schickard in his Mischpat Harnmelech,. cap. 3. Theor. 
\X. t where he produces their answer to this question,—* 
How should the king be able to manage a war, or do any 
other great thing, if he. did not furnish himself with good 
store of gold, and silver? He might, say they, fill the public 
exchequer^ though not his own. private bags: and that for 
two reasons ; first, lest he should wax proud and. haughty,, 
when his purse swelled: and: secondly, le.st he should be 
tempted to squeeze his subjects, and exact more from them 
than they were able to b^ar; as Solomon, seems to have 
done, whose treasurer the people stoned, (X Kings xii. 18.) 
Ver. 18. And it shall be, when he sitteth on the throne of 
the kingdom, that he shall write him a copy of this law in a 
book.'] Not only of this book of Deuteronomy, but of the 
whole law, and that with his own hand, as a means to fix it* 
more in his mind : insomuch, that though a copy was left 
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Jrim by his father, he was, notwithstanding, to transcribe 
one himself, as the Jews say; in the Gemara Sanhedrin, 
(cap. 2. sect. 13.) AH this is very agreeable to these words ; 
.but whether he was bound, if he had not written a copy 
before he was king (as every private Israelite, they say, 
♦was bound to do), to write two when he sat on the throne, 
may be doubted; for it cannot, without violence, be drawn 
from these words; and their authority is not sufficient to 
warrant it: they give, indeed, a plausible reason for it, that 
the one he was to carry about with him whithersoever he 
,went, and to read in the other at home; but why one copy 
might not serve for both these purposes, I do not see. 
-. Out. of that which is before the priests the Levites.] He 
was not to write one word of it out of his memory merely, 
.or any private man's copy, but out of the book which was 
in the sanctuary, where the" original and uncorrupted copy, 
.was in the custody of God's ministers: there are ia great 
many rules the Jews give about the right writing of this 
copy, which may be seen in Guil. Schickardi Mischpat 
•Hammelech, cap. 2. Theor. 5. 

Ver. 19; And it shall be with him.] Wheresoever he was, 
cither in the camp, or at home, or in any other place, pro- 
vided it was pure, and free from filth, as the Jews limit it. 
(See there, Theor. 6.) 

i And he shall read therein all the days of. his life;] Dili- 
gently study it, not spending his time, as Maimonidcs 
glosses, in drinking and making merry, but in learning the 
law of God. (See there, p; 63.) From the neglect of this 
precept, their kings became so ignorant of the laws of God, 
and of their obligation to observe them, that, in the' days 
of the good king Josiah, he was strangely started at what 
he heard read out of this book of the law, when it was 
found in the temple, where it had long lain without any 
knowledge of if. 

That he may learn to fear Hie Lord his God.] Bo pre- 
served in the true religion. 

* - To keep all th-e words of this law, and these statutes, to do 
them.'} Be acquainted with his whole duty, and perform it 
constantly. (See Josh. i. 8.) 

k Vcr. 20. Tliat his heart be not lifted up above his bre- 
thren.} Not imagining himself to be above all laws, nor 
slighting his subjects as unworthy of his notice, but taking 
a due care to promote their happiness. " For as the Scrip- 
tures (saith Maimonides) provided the king should have 
great honour done him, obliging all to reverence him, so it 
commands him .to be lowly in heart, and not to carry him- 
self insolently : let him be gracious, and full of clemency 
to little and great, so shall he go out, and come in, with the 
love and good wishes of them all." Unto which Nachma- 
nides adds this pious reflection: "If the Scripture deters 
kings from pride and haughtiness *of heart; how unbe- 
coming is it in other men, who are far inferior to them?" &c. 

* * And that he turn not aside from the commandment, to the 
right hand or the left.] Neither by changing the laws, on 
pretence of making better-; nor by abrogating them, on pre- 
tence -of their inconveniency: but where the Divine law 
was not clear, or where nothing was there defined, he might 
by his authority make newconstitutions, as David and So- 
lomon did, as well in sacred as in civil matters. 

To the aid that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, 
Jie, and his children, in the midst of Israel.] This shews that 
jGod intended to establish a successive right in that family 



to which ho chose to give the kingdom", if they continued in 
a constant observation of his laws. 'And, indeed, there is 
no way to establish and perpetuate a family in the throne, 
like the due observation of laws, though they be but human, 
notDivine laws : for, as Aristotle truly said, * He that com- 
mands the law shall govern all (i.e. all things be ordered 
according to law), So*«7 Ktktvuv aQxw rov Gebv kq\ rovg vo- 
jiovc'seems to command that God should rule, and the laws: 
but he that bids a man rule without laws (according to his 
own will), irpo(rriOr\<n Oripiov, sets up a beast togova-n." And 
above all things, he ought to endeavour to win the love of 
his subjects, by humility and clemency; as the same Aris- 
totle taught Alexander, if we may believe R. Jedaja, in his 
book called Mibchar Happeninim, where he reports a 
letter of his to that great prince," advising him to gain the 
affection of his people by a gentle government, which is far 
better than to rule tyrannically by force and violence: 
" For to what purpose is it to have possession of their 
bodies, when the true possession is to be master of their 
hearts? get possession of their hearts by clemency, and that 
will draw their bodies' alon? with them/' 



CHAP. XVIII. 

Ver. 1. JL HE priests the Invites, and all the tribe of 
Levi.] Or, even the whole tribe of Levi. (Sec xvii. 9.) 

TJiey shall have no inheritance with Israel.] As had been 
said Numb, xviii. 20. and here in this book, x. 7. * Which 
made'it the more necessary Moses should remind the peo- 
ple of that maintenance God had appointed for them ; 
which, unless it was duly given them, religion could not be 
supported ; and consequently the government (of which he 
had been speaking) would be quite confounded. 

TJiey shall eat the offbings of the Lord made by fire.] Not 
the burnt-offerings, which were wholly God's; but all other 
offerings, of which a share was appointed for the priests 
the sons of Aaron, (Numb, xviii. 9 — 11. 18, 19.) 
" And his inheritance.] That is, the inheritance of the Lord, 
of whom he spoke before, who had reserved certain obla- 
tions to himself, and bestowed them upon the priests : 
They are mentioned Numb, xviii. S, 9. and ver. 12 — 15. 
wbere he first speaks of the first-fruits, and the first-born, 
which were all brought unto the Lord, and by him given to 
them. In like manner, all the tithes of the land are said 
to be a heave-offering unto the Lord, ver. 24. where he 
saith, 'I have given them to the Levites to inherit. So these 
two, the offerings of the Lordrnade by fire, and his inherit- 
ance, comprehend all that belonged to his ministers, whe- 
ther priests or Levites/ 

Ver. 2. Therefore shall they have no inheritance among 
their brethren; the Lord is their inheritance, as he hath said 
unto them.] The Lord had given them that part and portion 
of the offerings which were peculiarly his own; and there- 
fore is said to be their inheritance, because they enjoyed his 
inheritance; as thesfc holy things are called in the foregoing 
words. •: (See Numb; xviii; 20. 24. and Josh. xiii. 14. 33.) 

Ver.3. And this shall be the priest 's due from the people.] 
Besides those things that God gave them, which peculiarly 
belonged to him. 

'i From them that offer d sacrifice.] Of peace-offerings, 
which are sometimes called simply a sacrifice, (Lev. xvii. 
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5. 8. Numb. xv. 3.) in which the people had a considerable 
interest. . ,.,.*-'. .. <. 

Whether it be ox, or sheep.'] Under sheep are compre- 
hended goats also, as I have observed. (See Lev. iii.) . 

And they shall give unto the priest the shoulder, >] Toge- 
ther with the breast; as we read Lev. vii. 32 — 34. 

And the two cheeks, and the maw J] These were not given 
to the priests before, but were now added to their portion, 
being accounted the. best part of the beasts: for, as the 
cJieeks were the best part of the head, and the shoulder, and 
breast the best of, the other members of the body, $o the 
maw was the principal part of the entrails, .as Maimonides 
observes, par. iii. More Nevochim, cap. 39. 

By the maw is meant the stomach; and in beasts that 
chew the cud, who have four stomachs, that which is called 
by the Greeks tiwotqov, viz. the lowest of them, which. had 
this name, because the digestion which is begun in the 
other, is here perfected and completed : and it appears that 
this part of the. entrails was accounted by the ancients a 
great dainty, as Bochartus proves out of Aristophanes, in 
his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 45. p. 505- , ,.. 

Ver. 4. The first-fruits also of thy corn,.ofthy wine, and 
of thy oil] See Numb, xviii; 12. To which it may be use- 
ful to add this out of Maimonides (who hath distinctly re- 
presented the order wherein all oblations were made), that 
after the fruits of the earth were gathered, every man was 
bound to ,bring a fiftieth part of them, as a first-fruit to 
the priests, which was called irumah gedolah,the great ob- 
lation, of which Moses speaks in this place : and next of 
all, he separated a tenth part of the whole from the rest, 
which was r?iaasher rishon, the first tithe, and given to the 
Lqvites, (Numb, xviii. 24.) Then, out of what remained, 
another tenth part was taken, called maaser sheni,. the se- 
cond tithe, which was every, third year given to the poor, 
and in the two intermediate years, spent in feasting at the 
house of God, (Deut. xiv. 28.). So that, for instance, if a 
man had pressed out a hundred and two logs of oil, he 
sent two of them as first-fruits to the priest, and then ten 
more, as tithe to the Levites, and deducted nine parts more 
out of the residue for the poor; by which it appears, that 
one-and-twenty parts of .a hundred and two, that is, a fifth 
part of the whole, was separated for pious and charit- 
able uses. (See Schickard, in his Jus Regium, cap. 4. 
Theor. 15.) 

And the first of the fleece of thy sheep shall thou give him.] 
This is comprehended under first-fruits, but never particu- 
larly mentioned before now: and though the quantity is 
not mentioned, yet the Jews have adventured-to determine, 
that less than one fleece in sixty was not accepted. For 
so they say of all other jirst-fruits, that a sixtieth part of 
the whole was the least that any man gave; and he was 
accountedl a covetous man if he gave no more ; they that 
were indifferently good, giving a fiftieth part, and liberal 
persons the fortieth. By this means the priests were pro- 
vided with clothes, as by other offerings with food. ,And 
the Avool also, as they call it, of goats (which were shorn 
in these countries) is comprehended under the fleece of 
sheep. , l( ;:::fr.., 

Ver. 5. For the Lord thy God hath chosen him out of all 
thy tribes, to stand to minister in the name of the Lord*] 
This was the office of a priest, to offer sacrifices unto God, 
and to bless the people in his name. «. >. ... 



Him and his sons for ever.] The family of Aaron, of 
which he is , principally speaking. Who, when they were 
-few Jn. number, all ministered unto God; bujt afterward 
-they took their courses of attendance. And, as the Jews . 
say, there were eight courses before Moses died; four of 
the.family of Eleazar, and as many of Ithamar's, which in 
David's time were enlarged into four-and-twenty courses. 
(See Selden, lib. i. de Succession, in Pontificat. cap. 1.) .» • 

Ver. G. And if a Levi te.] By a Levite he seems here to 
mean a priest. (See ver. 1.) For they only could minister 
unto God, and the Levites ministered unto them. .; ; t 

Come from any of thy gates out of all Israel] From any. 
city, in any tribe of Israel. 

Where he sojourned.] i. e. Leave the country where he 
hath. been wont to live. ■». .. • / • 

And come with all the desire of his mind unto the place 
which the Lord shall choose.] With a sincere affection to 
devote himself to the perpetual service of God at the 
sanctuary; so that, instead of coming in his course, he 
would always wait there, and never stir from that place. 

Ver. 7. TJien he shall minister in the name of the Lord 
his God.] Attend continually at the altar, to do all the ser- 
vice of the sanctuary. The LXX. translate it, He shall 
?ni?iister to the name, of the Lord, i. e. to the Divine Ma- 
jesty, who. dwells there. k , , .* 

As his brethren the Levites c?o.] As all those do who live 
at that place. . - . , 

Which stand there before the Lord.] To minister unto 
him : this was the case of Samuel. 

Ver. 8. They shall have like portion to eat.] This shews 
that he is speaking of the priests ; for the Levites did hot 
eat of the holy things offered at the altar: and the meaning 
is, that the rest of the priests who .waited there, should 
allow him the same portion which they themselves had in 
the sacrifices. . t „ ; % 

Besides that which cometh of the sale of his patrimony.] 
Which was to remain proper to himself, and not be divided 
with other priests at Jerusalem (suppose) where he minis- 
tered. The Hebrew words are something obscure, being 
beside his sales by, or unto the fathers, that is, such posses- 
sions as their fathers purchased, and left to them: for* 
though the priests had no share in the land of Canaan 
given them at the division of it, yet they might purchase 
houses, and goods, and cattle; and sometimes they pur- 
chased fields, as we read Abiathar had fields of his- own at 
Anathoth, 1 Kings ii. 20. and the prophet Jeremiah, who 
was a priest also, purchased a field of his uncle's son in 
his own town, Jer. xxxii. 7, 8, &c. . .\.w.r,r. 

But the .Jews make a quite different construction of 
these three verses, which they understand in this manner, 
that if any Levite (i. e. priest, for they only ministered be- 
fore God) came up out of the city where he commonly re- 
sided, out of pure devotion to attend at the three solemn 
feasts, which were held at the place where the sanctuary 
was (where they were bound to wait, only Avhen their 
course came, but at these feasts might all come and mi- 
nister in the sanctuary), his brethren, whose w r eek it, was 
then to attend, should both admit him to minister before 
God; with them, and also give him an equal portion. with 
themselves in the extraordinary sacrifices which were then 
offered- at those festivals, except only those which \v v ere 
peculiarly assigned to them whose week of waiting at the 
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altar it then was ; who, by the ordinance of God, delivered 
to Moses and Aaron (who, they suppose, arc here called 
the fathers), were to have the right shoulder of the peace- 
offerings. Sec Lev. vii. 33, where it is said, " He among 
the sons of Aaron that offercth the pcaee-offcrings and the 
fat, shall have the right shoulder for his part;" in which 
jione other was to participate. But why this should be 
called ihe sales, I do not understand, unless we interpret it 
tis Forstcrus doth, venditiones, L e. " res venditas & patri- 
bus," things sold by the fathers, that is, appropriated by 
thcra (to the particular priest that offered the sacrifice), as 
things -sold -arc to. those that buy them. 

Ver. 9. When thou art come into the land which the Lord 
iky God givcthihec.] The land of Canaan, which the Lord 
was about to bestow upon them, according to his promise, 

Thoti shalt not leant to do after the abominations qftlwse 
nations.] Jfow he returns to warn them again not to fall into 
4he idolatry and the superstitions of the country whither 
Ihcy were going. (Sec Lev. xviii. 3.) 

.Vcr. 10. There shall not be found among you.] So as to 
$>e tolerated. 

Any one tliat maketh his son or his daughter to pass 
through tlicfire.] This was the most abominable idolatry 
•practised in that country whither they^were going, who 
consecrated their children in this manner to Moloch, or 
ihe sun, of which I have said sufficient, Lev. xviii. 21. 
Therefore I shall only add here, that this wicked custom 
seems to have flowed from this country of the Phoenicians 
and Tyrians unto the Carthaginians ; who were guilty of the \ 
impiety of sacrificing their children, as they did also here 
unto Moloch, (Lev. xx. 2, 3.) which spread itself, in a 
manner, over all the world, as many have shewn ; particu- 
larly Job. Oeusius, in -his treatise de Victimis Humanis, 
par. i. cap. 11. and it was found among the Americans, 
when that new world was discovered. (See also par. ii. 
cap. 5.) ' 

Or tliat useth divination.] Of which there were many 
•sorts; and one was, by rakinganto the bowels .of their sa- 
fcrifiqes, particularly of human sacrifices;- by the observa- 
tion of which they pretended to foretell things, as many 
authors testify; Yea, they offered little children on pur- 
pose, that thereby they might make their auguries, as the 
same Geusius hath observed in that book, (cap. 21.) Unto 
which, perhaps, there is a peculiar respect in this place; 
for I find most of the things here mentioned, joined in other 
places with making tlieir children pass through the fire, par- 
ticularly 2 Kings xxi. G. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 6. And the pro- 
phet Ezekiel seems to intimate, that hereby they divined, 
when he charges the Israelites with this crime, xx. 2G. 31. 
For he adds, SJiall I be inquired by you, O house of Israel, 
who have inquired, that is, by making your children pass 
through the fire? < 

But it must be confessed, that the Hebrew words kosem 
kosemim (which we translate useth divination), are by many 
thought to have a peculiar respect unto such as used to di- 
vine by casting or drawing of lots. And the, word, as our 
learned Dr. Castcll observes, is 50 used in the Arabian 
language for distribution of lots. Which sort of divination 
was much in use among the Greeks and Romans; and had 
been so, it is very likely, in more ancient times among the 
eastern nations : for nothing is more known thaa the Sortes 
Pramcstiua3 and Putivinas among the Romans;, and the 
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Dodonassc, and DindymenDc, and many others, among the 
Greeks, particularly that at Bura in Achaia, where there 
was a cave in which was the image Of Hercules; before 
which they, who resorted thither to inquire directions in 
any case, or the success of any affair, >iscd to fall down, 
and say their prayers, and after that to throw four dice 
upon the table, and by the letters or marks upon which 
they fell, tho divination was made; as Pausanias describes 
it in his Achaica* In other places they used them in a 
different manner, and the ancient Arabians divined by ar- 
rows, as our famous Dr. Pocock has shewn In his notes 
upon Gregor. Abulfaragus's book, concerning tho Origi- 
nal and Manners of tho Arabians, p. 327, 328, &c. where 
he describes the manner of it, and shews that it was per- 
formed before some idol, and therefore was strictly for- 
bidden, by Mahomet in his Alcoran, as a diabolical inven- 
tion. In which he seems to have imitated Moses, who may 
be thought here to forbid such kind of divination; which 
was in use among the eastern people in the days of the 
prophet Ezekiel, xxi. .21. where we find the same word *o- 
sem, which that learned author thinks is illustrated by that 
Arabian custom. 

It is to be noted, also, that they used to divine by a dead 
man's skull, as our Dr. AVindet hath observed out of the 
Sanhedrin, (cap. 7.) and Maimonides. Which custom the 
Greeks likewise followed; forTalladius relates howMa- 
carius inquired irpbc rbv Xvpov icpaviov, at a dry skull, &c. 
(See Windet,[inhis book de Vitse Functorum Statu, .sect. 1.) 

Several sorts of such kind of persons there were among 
the Edomites, Moabites, and other nations near Jydea, who, 
in the days of Jeremiah, deceived the people with* their 
divinations, prophecies, dreams, enchantments, and sorce- 
ries, as we learn from Jer. xxvii. 3. 9. 

Or an observer of times, or an enchanter.] Of these I 
have said enough upon Lev. xx. 26. 
. Or a witch.] This word signifies worse than any of the 
former, viz. one that doeth mischief unto men or beasts by 
evil arts : concerning which see upon Exod. xxii. 18. Unto 
which I shall here add, that the Jewish nation have been 
extremely addicted to witchcraft, and some of their famous 
rabbins have been suspected of it. (See J. Wagenseil upon 
Sota, p. 529.) 

Vcr. 11. Or a charmer.] There are various conjectures 
about the meaning of the Hebrew words chober chaber; 
which importing something of society, or conjunction, some 
translate fortune-teller, who by the conjunction of the pla- 
nets pretends to predict future things ; others, one that hath 
society with evil spirits, which is mentioned afterward, in 
another word. Job Ludolphus seems to me to have given 
the plainest account of the words, which he translates con- 
gregans congregationem, gathering together a company. For 
it was an ancient way of enchantment, to bring various 
kinds of beasts into one place, which the rabbins distin- 
guish into the great congregation, and the little congrega- 
tion : the great was, when they assembled together a great 
company of the larger sort of beasts; and the less, when 
they gathered together as great a company of the smaller, 
such as serpents, scorpions, and the like: but we cannot 
be certain of this; though Tclezius tells us, it is in use at 
this day in the eastern countries. For so he describes the 
election of the king of Gingir, that ho stood compassed 
about with lions, tigers, leopards, and dragons, which, by 
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magical arts, were gathered together as his guard and 
courtiers. (See Ludolphi Comment, in Hist. Ethiop. cap. 
16. n: 116.) 

But the common interpretation which the Jews give of 
chober timber is, that he is one who uses strange words, 
which have no signification ; but he pretends are powerful 
to charm a serpent (for instance), that it shall not sting, 
or to preserve from any other harm. So Maimonides, in 
Avoda Zara, cap. 11. And to this sort of superstition the 
world was so addicted, that this precept of Moses could 
not bring the Jews quite off from it ; but, when they threw 
away Other charms, they used the words of Scripture in- 
stead of them ; pretending, for instance, to cure wounds 
by reading that verse in the law, Exod. xv. 26. " I will 
put none of these diseases upon thee," &c. So we find 
they themselves acknowledge in Sanhcdrin, cap. 2. sect.l. 
And Maimonides saith, in the forenamed treatise, this is 
forbidden by Moses in this place, as much as any other 
kind of charm ; " for the words of the law arc turned 
hereby to another use than God intended in them; which 
was not for healing tho body, but curing the soul." And 
I see no reason why it should not be thought as great a 
crime to use the Schtm Hamphorash (as they call the name 
Jehovah) to such purposes ; and yet the Jews are so stupid 
as to imagine Moses wrought all his miracles by the virtue 
of it. Maimonides, indeed, was so sober as to reject this 
(common conceit, condemning those who think there was a 
power in the very letters and pronunciation of the word, 
(lib. i. More Nevochim, cap. 62.) 

Or a constdter with familiar spirits, or a wizard.] Of 
these two see what I have noted, Lev. xix. 31. and Lev. 
xx. 6. 

A necronutncerJ] In the Hebrew, one that seeks to, or 
inquires of, the dead. It is not easy to tell wherein this 
differs from one that had a familiar spirit, as we translate 
It.- For the woman whom Saul consulted, who had a 
spirit, called Obot h, inquired also aftef this manner ; their 
spirit, it seems, teaching such persons to call for the 
dead to appear to them : but some, perhaps, had not 
such a spirit, who notwithstanding consulted the dead, 
by going to their graves in the night, and there lying down, 
and muttering certain words with a low voice, that they 
might have communion with them by dreams, or by their 
appearing to them: unto which the prophet Isaiah is 
thought to allude, viii. 19. xxix. 4. Maimonides, in 
Avoda Zara, cap. 11. sect. 15. thus describes a necro- 
mancer ; He is one, who, having afflicted himself with fast- 
ing, goes to the burying-placc, and there lies down, and 
falls asleep ; and then the dead appear to him, and tell him 
what he desires. Such are they also, who put on a certain 
kind of garment, speak some uncouth words,. and make a 
fume, and then lie down alone, that the dead, whom they 
desire, may come to them, and discourse with them in 
their sleep. To the same purpose Abcn Ezra. To this 
the gentiles were very prone ; and it was thought so high 
an attainment to come to this knowledge, that Julian the 
apostate, who was ambitious to be acquainted with all the 
heathen mysteries, secretly practised this Nefcuo/uavnfe, in 
the most retired part of his palace, cutting up the bodies 
of virgins and boys, to bring up the dead to him ; which 
was far more impious than what, the Talmudists say (in 
the title Bcracoth), that such kind of people were wont to 



burn the secundine of a black cat, when she had her first 
kittens, and, beating it very small, put some of the powder 
npon their eye, whereupon demons appeared to them. (See 
Greg. Nazianz. in his invectives against Julian,.p. 91, tad 
St. Chrysostom, in his oration upon St. Babylas.) I shall 
only add, that this was not only privately practised among 
the gentiles, but there were also public places to which 
men resorted to consult the dead, particularly at Thes- 
protis, near to the river Acheron, where Herodotus, lib. v. 
mentions a Nc/cvojuavr/Aov; and Plutarch (to name no more) 
mentions another at Heraclea, which Pausanias, in his dis- 
tress, went to consult, as he relates in the life of Cimon. 

Ver. 12. For all that do these things are an abomination 
to the Lord^\ Because they were invented by idolatrous 
people, if not by the suggestions of evil spirits. 

And because of these abominations the Lord thy God 
doth drive them out from before thee.'] Expelled the Amor- 
ites, and other wicked inhabitants of the country, where 
they practised these abominations ; which, no doubt, had 
some relation to idolatry, and therefore were forbidden to 
the Israelites. 

Vqr. 13. Thou shall be perfect with the Lord thy God.] 
This shews there was something of idolatrous worship in 
all the forenamed practices; which, if they 'followed; it 
was, in some' degree, to forsake the Lord, on whom they 
were wholly to depend, and seek to him alone .-in the ways 
which he had prescribed in his laws.' For this was to be 
perfect with the Lord* to have nothing to do with any 
other God, nor with the rites and ceremonies that were 
used in their worship : and therefore the LXX. translate 
this word sometimes by aTrXow, (Job xxii. 8.) as well as 
by raXuoo) ; for then they were perfect .with God, when 
they kept his worship simple and pure, without the mixture 
of any foreign religion; which the whole context shews 
to be the sense, both in the words foregoing and following. 

Ver. 14. For tliose nations, which thou shall possess, 
hearkened unto observers of times, and' to diviners.] The 
ancient heathen, as Strabo tells us, lib. vi. had these di- 
viners in such esteem, wart ical (iamXdac ov d%tov<T%atj tliat 
they thought them worthy of the highest authority. But 
God would not have his people so much as to consult 
such persons : for it appears by these words, that not only 
they who were diviners (for instance), but they who 
hearkened to thiem, were odious to' God. For that even 
the art of divination depended upon some idolatrous opi- 
nions and practices, appears evidently, even from the most 
refined account we have of it in ancient authors: for in- 
stance, Ammianus Marcellinus, who, to acquit his master 
Julian from the suspicion of sorcery, which some said he 
used, to get the foreknowledge of things future, makes it a 
principal point of wisdom, not unworthy such a prince, 
who was a professed lover of all sciences, to ofFer placa- 
tory sacrifices to draw in the spirit of all the elements, to 
endue him with a spirit of divination: for so his words 
are in the beginning of his one-and-twentieth book : " Tho 
spirit of all the elements, being all way and every way 
invigorated with the forepcrcciving motion of the ever- 
lasting ( i. e. the heavenly) bodies, makes us partakers of 
the gifts of divining ; and the substantial powers, ritu 
diverso placata, being rendered favourable by respective 
rites (u e. such as were proper and suitable to each of 
them), convey predictions to mortality, as from so many 
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perpetual springs or fountains, over which (substantial 
powers) the goddess Themis is said to preside/' &ci 
Which shews that Julian, who called Jupiter the most 
high God, the King of all, yet courted other inferior powers, 
by such rites, as he imagined would win their favour: 
which was rank idolatry. 

But as for thee, the Lord thy God hath not suffered thee 
so to do.] But absolutely forbidden it, Lev. xix. 31. xx. 6. 
where he warns them to have nothing to do with some of 
the persons here mentioned ; and not only instructed them 
in the way to live happy, but established an oracle among 
them, to be consulted on all weighty occasions, and go- 
verned them by men, whom he had endued with his Spirit, 
(Numb. xi. 1G, 17. 25.) Therefore, if any Israelite practised 
any of the things here forbidden, though he did not worship 
any idol, lie was scourged by the sentence of the court of 
judgment. (See Selden, lib. de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 7J) 

Ver. 15. TJie Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Pro- 
phet.] Since the Jews, as all other nations, were extremely 
desirous to know things to come, Moses reveals unto them 
from God a thing future of the highest importance, viz. the 
earning of Christ, and the greatness of "his authority; and 
in aftcrtimes God revealed to them, by degrees, the time of 
his birth, his death, resurrection, &c. The Jews, indeed, 
commonly take these words to be a promise of a constant 
succession of prophets, that should be among them, to pre- 
serve them from going to such diviners as were famous 
among their heathen neighbours; and thus many Christian 
interpreters make out the connexion of these words with 
the foregoing. But though this maybe allowed to be inti- 
mated, and this promise be acknowledged to be partly ve- 
rified in those prophets which God raised up, from age to 
age, after Moses, for further knowledge of his will (as the 
promise of a Saviour was in part verified in those judges 
and kings by whom God delivered bis people from their 
enemies), yet it is very evident; that he speaks of a single 
prophet more eminent than all the rest; and that these 
words, in their most literal sense, cannot belong to any 
other, person but the Messiah. So that albeit the continu- 
ance of prophets among this people, w T as a means to pre- 
vent all occasions of consulting sorcerers or witches ; yet 
the chief ground upon which Moses dissuades them from 
such practices, according to the literal connexion of these 
words with the foregoing, the Lord thy God hath not suf- 
fered tliee to do so, L e. to hearken unto observers of times 
and diviners, was, the consideration of their late xnightyjde- 
liverancc by Moses; the excellency of their present law, 
which God had given them for their direction; and their 
expectation of a greater Lawgiver in future times, wheii 
the first covenant should wax old, and prophecy itself for 
along time fail, as it did* before the coming of this great 
prophet, the Lord Christ. To this purpose Dr. Jackson, 
in his third book upon the Creeds chap. 21. parag. 19. 

From the midst of thee, of thy brethren.] It' was a great 
honour" to them to have such a prophet as is here spoken 
of, arise out of their nation; but as he w^as after a peculiar 
sort raised up by Jehovah, not merely by tho external * as- 
sistances or impulsion of his Spirit, (to use the words of 
the same excellent person, parag. 1);) but by intrinsic as- 
sumption into the unity of his person; so likewise he was 
raised up in a strict and proper sense from the midst of 
them, being, as it were, extracted out of a pure virgin, as 



the first woman was out of the man, by the Almighty's own 
immediate hand. 

Like unto me.] This shews he speaks of a single pro- 
phet/and not of a constant succession of prophets, there 
being none of them like to Moses, whom God himself dis- 
tinguished from them all, (Numb.xii. C — 8.) And accord- 
ingly that Divine writer, who added those verses which are 
at the end of this book (concerning the death of Moses), 
testifies that there never rose in Israel a prophet like to 
Moses. (Sec Dcut. xxxiv. 10.) It is commonly thought 
to he done by Ezra, who hath effectually confuted all the 
conceits of R. Bechai, Abcn Ezra, Abarbinel, and other 
Jewish doctors, who take either Joshua or Jeremiah to 
have been this prophet. If Joshua, as some fancy, added 
these words, .then he excluded himself from being the per- 
son ; nor did Joshua act as a prophet, but as a judge or go- 
vernor: and Jeremiah is acknowledged by Abarbinel him- 
self to, be inferior to Isaiah: for though in his preface to 
his commentary upon Jeremiah, he mentions fourteen things 
wherein he was like unto Moses, and saith he prophesied 
just forty years, as Moses did; yet, in his commentary 
upon the lesser prophets, he prefers Isaiah before them all, 
and censures the'rudeness of Jeremiah's language, in many 
things preferring Ezekiel to him. So little do these doctors . 
agree in their interpretation of this prophecy, which can 
belong to none of their prophets which succeeded Moses 
(who were all much inferior to him), until He came, who 
perfectly resembled him, but w r as much superior to him* 
(Sec ver. 18.) And thus the ancient Jews understood this 
prophecy ; for though Maimonides only saith, the Messiah 
should be endued wath wisdom greater than Solomon's, and 
should equal their master Moses, yet those before him pro : 
ceeded a great deal further." This being a common saying 
among them, which Abarbinel himself remembers, in his 
commentary upon the small prophets, " He shall be ex- 
alted above Abraham, lifted up above Moses, and higher 
than the angels of the ministry." Nor is the cabalistical 
observation, mentioned in Baal-Hatturim, to be quite neg- 
lected ; which is, that this verse begins and ends with the 
letter nan, which is the numeral letter for fifty, importing, 
that to the prophet here promised should be opened the 
fifty gates of knowledge,' forty-nine of which only were 
opened to Moses." And that this verse also consists often 
words, to signify, that they w T ere to obey this prophet no 
less than the ten commandments: which observation, it 
must be confessed, is weakly grounded, but contains a 
most illustrious truth, and shews that they believed Moses 
here speaks of the Messiah. ,. o 

Unto him shall ye hearken.] As they had engaged them- 
selves to do : it will appear from the following words. 

Ver. 16. According to all that thou desiredst of the Lord 
thy God in Horeb, in the day of the assembly, saying, Let 
tne not hear again the' voice of the Lord, &c] So we read 
Exod. xx. 19. where they made this request unto Moses, 
saying, Speak thou wiUi us, and we will hear ; but let not 
God speak with us, lest ive die. In which words the whole 
multitude bound themselves solemnly to hear the words 
of the Lord, being delivered not immediately from his own 
mouth, but by Moses', as is, more fully expressed in this 
book, Deut. v. 27—29. where God highly commends this 
good resolution in them, as Moses here observes again in 
the next verse/ \ - . 
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• Ver. 17. And the Lord said nnto me, They have well 
spoken that which they have spoken.] He approved their 
desire, and resolved not to speak to them any more, as he 
did from Mount Sinai, with a voice out of the fire and 
cloud ; but by Moses himself while he lived, and afterward 
by one like to Moses, as it here follows. 

Ver. 18. I will raise them tip a Prophet from among their 
brethren.'] These words seem to have been spoken to Moses 
tiy God, when they desired God would not speak to them 
nny more immeulately by himself, but by a mediator. Then 
God was pleased to promise them a great deal more than 
they desired, which was to raise up another Prophet like to 
Moses, who should acquaint them more fully with his mind 
and will in as familiar a- manner -as Moses did, without 
striking any such terror into them, as they were in at the 
giving of the law, though the words of this prophet came 
from the mouth of God himself: in which two things the 
Israelites excelled all other nations (i. e. in that they had 
such an excellent law delivered by Moses, which was to be 
bettered by an everlasting covenant, made by this Prince 
of the prophets)/ In respect of both (as the same Dr. 
Jackson expresses it), the name of sootlisayer, or sorcerer, 
-was not to be named in Israel, as they were in the nations 
that knew not God, much Jess expected such a Mediator. 
In whom the Spirit of life should dwell as plentifully, as 
splendour doth in the body of the sun ; from whose ful- 
ness, ere he visibly appeared in the world, all other pro- 
phets were illuminated : so that Moses himself, and all the 
prophets that followed him, were but as messengers sent 
from God, to solicit his people to preserve their allegiance 
fr'eefrom all commerce or compact with familiar spirits, 
until the Prince of Glory came in person to visit them, and 
dwell among them. 

Like unto thee.'] This is well explained by Eusebius, 
vtvTipog Kara Mwv<x(a vofio^ir^g, a second lawgiver, as Moses 
was: for in saying not simply he would raise them up a 
prophet, but like unto thee, it must signify, saith he, that 
this Prophet should be a lawgiver as well as Moses, which 
none of the prophets were, till our Saviour came. Neither 
Isaiah nor Jeremiah were the makers of laws, but only 
called upon them to observe the law of Moses ; whereas, 
when the Lord Jesus came, he gave laws to all the world, 
and those far superior to the laws of Moses, who only said, 
" Thou shalt not commit adultery f but our Lord saith, " I 
say unto you, Ye shall not lust;" and instead of " Thou 
shalt not kill," he saith, "Be not angry with thy brother," 
&c. Whence it was that they who heard him were asto-" 
nislied at his doctrinfe, and said, that he spake not as the 
scribes, who were expounders of the law, but as one that 
had authority, that is, power to ordain and enact laws, and 
not only to explain those that were already written, (lib. i. 
Demonstr. Evahg. cap. 7. and lib. 111. cap. 2. lib. ix. p. 443, 
&c. see also what Joh. Wagenseil hath said upon these 
words, in his annot. in Lipman. Carm.Memoriale, p. 548.) 

And will pat my woi'ds in his mouth, and he shall speak 
nnto them all that I shall command him.] Reveal the whole 
mind and will of God, (John xii. 49, 50;) For he was herein 
like to Moses (though far superior to him), that he was in- 
timately acquainted with God's counsels, being "in the 
bosom of the Father," (1 John xviii.) and confirmed all 
that he said to be from God by miracles, and wonders, and 
signs, far more mighty than those of Moses, and more in 



number than had been wrought by all the prophets, from 
the beginning of the world. Particularly, he fed multi- 
tudes with a little food, (which made the people cry out, 
" This is of a truth that Prophet which should come into 
the world," John vi. 14.) but above all this, gave them that 
bread from heaven, of which the manna which Moses gave 
them was but a shadow, as he took occasion to shew the 
people, upon their admiration of that miraculous feast he 
had made for them, with five barley-loaves, and two small 
fishes : for he himself was that bread of life, who nourished 
men's souls with the word of eternal life, which he had in 
himself, as he shewed by his resurrection from the dead, 
which he himself predicted, and thereby proved himself the 
greatest of all the prophets: foir though Moses foretold his 
own death, yet neither he, nor any other prophet whatso- 
ever but our Saviour, spake of his being raised up again. 
In which he may be thought to be like to Moses, who was 
raised up by God to be a saviour of his people out of that 
ark, which, without the special providence of God, had been 
his tomb. And unto this resurrection of Christ doth the 
propriety of this phrase, from the midst of thee, agree : for 
this was done, as Dr. Jackson also well observes, in the 
midst of Jerusalem, the metropolis of Jndea, not without 
express notice given of it to the rulers of the people ; and 
such a confirmation it was, that he teas the prophet they, 
should all hear, that there could not be a greater; as all 
strangers, both to their religion and ours, must agree, and 
they themselves cannot deny; for Nachmanides, relating, 
in a letter of his to the rabbins at Marseilles, bdw therfc 
was a man in those days, in the southern -countries, who 
pretended to be the forerunner of the Messiah, unto whom 
great numbers both of Jews and Arabs resorted, tells us, 
that he being apprehended by the king of the country, and 
asked what miracle he shewed to confirm his commission, 
he answered boldly, "Cut off my head, and I will come to 
life again." To which the king of the Arabs replied, "There 
is no sign greater than this ; which, if it come to pass, both 
I and the whole world will believe thee." Whereupon his 
head was cut off, and there was an end of all his pretences^ 
though some of the Jews were so mad, as Maimotrides there 
saith, that they still expected his return to. life. Thus R. 
Gedaliah reports in his Schalshelet Hakkabalah. 

Ver. 19. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will 
not hearken nnto my words, which he shall speak in my 
name.] This is the proper character of a prophet, to deliver 
in the name of God what he received from God. This did 
Moses : but Christ most eminently, as I before observed 
from John xii. 49, 50. where he saith, I have not spokenof 
myself, but the Father which sent me ; he gave me a com- 
mandment what I should say and what I should speak, &c. 
whatsoever therefore I speak, even as the Father said unto 
me, so I speak. Which is a perfect commentary upon these 
words of Moses, who here calls Christ a prophet, not a 
priest, or a king (though he was to be both), because he 
would not have the Jews mistake, and expect to find in his 
person the worldly grandeur of a mighty prince, or the high 
honour and splendour of Aaron; but have the greatest re- 
gard to the heavenly doctrine which he taught them, as he 
himself (he told them) was taught by the Father: Fori 
proceeded forth (saith he) and came from God; neither 
came I of myself but he sent me; and I do nothing of my- 
self, but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things, 
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John viii. 28. 42. * This was the highest honour of all, to 
speak God's words, (ver. 47.) in the name of God, (ver; 42;) 

I conclude this with the remarkable words of the Mi- 
drasch upon Ecclesiastes, who thus expresses the sense of 
this prophecy, cc As was the first Redeemer, such shall be 
the last Redeemer" Which plainly determine the prophet 
here spoken of to be one single person ; and he no other 
but the Lord Christ. (See Huetius, in his Demonst. Evang. 
propos. 7. n. 9.) 

/ will require it of him.'] Severely punish him, so as to 
destroy him from among his people, as St. Peter interprets 
it, Acts iii. 23. And so this phrase is used, Gen. ix. 5. 
xlii. 22. And there was great reason for this severity, see- 
ing they had so solemnly bound themselves to hearken to 
this prophet, when they desired God not to speak anymore 
to them by himself, but by a mediator, which God then 
promised, as I observed, ver. 18. A mediator of a better 
covenant, who should secure them from such dreadful 
flames, as they then saw, if they would hearken to him, as 
they promised to do ; otherwise, what could they expect, 
€t but a certain fearful looking-for of judgment, and fiery in- 
dignation, to devour the adversaries?" For since " he that 
despised Moses's law died without mercy, under two or 
three witnesses, of how much sorer punishment, suppose, 
ye, shall he bo thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot 
ttie Son of God," in the open face of all the world? Heb.x. 
27—29. which is a full explication of these words, Whoso- 
ever will not hearken unto my words, which he shall speak 
in my name, I will require it of him; or, *is Qnkelos trans- 
lates it, my Word shall require it of him: where Memra, 
Word, can signify nothing but a Divine person, distinct 
from him who speaks these words, even that very person 
to whom the apostle applies them.* 

Ver. 20. But the prophet which shall presume to speak a 
word in my name, &c] These words plainly suggest to us, 
that Moses intended, in the foregoing discourse, to ad- 
monish the Israelites to hearken diligently to all such pro- 
phets as God should at any time raise up to them; though 
it be most evident, if we examine the propriety of every 
word or clause in the whole context, they cannot be exactly 
jfitted unto any prophet but Christ ; unto whom the whole 
discourse is as fully accommodated, as a w ; ell-made gar- 
ment to the body that wears it. They are the words of the 
same excellent person, so often mentioned, Dr. Jackson, 
book iii. on the Creed, chap. 21. parag. 1, 2. 

Speak a word in my name, which I have not commanded 
him, or tliat shall speak in the nau\e of other god$.] It was 
a manifest sign a man was a false prophet, if he spake in 
the name of Baal, or any other god, but the God of Israel : 
or if he said, Such a star by its spiritual influence coming 
upon me, said, Worship me after this manner, or, Thus call 
upon me, as Maimonides (who gives ah account of the 
several sorts of false prophets) speaks, in his preface to 
Seder Zcraim. But how should they know a man to be a 
false prophet, when he spake to them in the name of the 
Lord? For men might pretend, as some did, that God had 
sent them, aud given them a command, when he had not. 
To which he answers in the next verses. 

Even that prophet shall die.] He was to bo strangled, 
say the Jews, by the sentence pf the great Sanhedrin : for 
it is a tradition of their rabbins, saith the Gemara Babylo- 
nica upon that title, that in the business of prophecy there 



aro three sorts of persons, who are to be punished by the 
judgment of men, and three by the sentence of Heaven. 
Ho that prophesied what he did not hear from God, (an 
example of which we have in Zedekiah, 1 Kings xxii. 11.) 
or spake what was not said to him, but to another, (an 
example of whieh they make Hananiah, Jer. xxviii. 11.) 
or prophesies in the name of an idol (supposes Baal) ; all 
these were to be put to death by the sentence of the court 
of judgment; but he that suppressed his prophecy (like 
Jonah), or despised the words of a prophet, or did not ob* 
serve his own words, was to be punished by the hand of 
Heaven. (See Selden, lib. iii. de Synedr. cap. 6. n.l.) 

Ver. 21. And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we 
know the word which the Lord hath not spoken?] Which 
was but a reasonable question, there being as great care 
necessary, not to hearken to falsehood, as to be attentive 
unto truth. And this relates unto such prophets as came 
to them in the name of the Lord : for if a man came in the 
name of any other God, there needed no other mark to 
discover him to be an impostor. 

Ver. 22. When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord.] 
Predigting some wonderful thing to come to pass, as a token"" 
he is sent of God to deliver what he speaks to the people. 

Jf the thing follow not, nor coim to pass, that is the thing 
which the LQrd, hath not spoken.] For if the Lord had sent 
him, he would have accomplished what he gave as a sign 
of his mission ; which not coming to pass, he was proved 
to be a false prophet, who spake out of his own heart, and 
not the word of the Lord. But here the Jews distinguished 
between a prophet who predicts evil things, as famine, 
or pestilence, &c. and one that predicts good things, as 
rain'(when there is great need of it), and fruitful years, 
&c. Though the predictions of the former sort did not 
come to pass, he was not to be reputed presently a false 
prophet, because God is very merciful, and often repented 
him of the evil, as he did in the case of Nineveh ; but, in 
the latter case, if any one of the good things he foretold did 
not come to pass, he was to bo taken for a deceiver ; which 
they- understand also of the very timp and place, when and 
where he said tho things he predicted would be fulfilled : 
and here they bring in the example of Hanajiiah, the son 
of Azur, mentioned before, Jer. xxviii. 11. and see ver. 8, 
9. of that chapter. But this doth not give us the true dif- 
ference; for both God's promises and thjeatenings many 
times depend upon a condition, as appears from, that fa- 
mous place in the prophet, Jer. xviii. 7^—9. So that the 
good things a prophet foretold might not come to pass, and 
yet he might be a true prophet; because the people proved 
unworthy of them, and God did not absolutely intend them. 
Therefore the true meaning seems to be, that if a prophet 
foretold such a thing as the power of nature cannot pro- 
duce, and gave it as a sign God sent him, who would jus- 
tify his mission by doing that wonder, and the thing did 
not come to pass, he was to be looked upon as not a man 
of God : for example, when Moses threw his rod on the 
ground, and said it should become a serpent, if it had not 
been turned into a serpent, he had been convicted of 
falsity : or a prophet said fire should come down from hea- 
ven, and consqme the sacrifice which lay before him, whieh 
was tho case of Elijah ; if it had not come down, he would 
ha,ve been no more owned for a true prcphet, than the pro- 
phets of Baal. And, as Maimonides well observes, if a 
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prophet's words were fulfilled in one or more things, he was 
not to be judged a true prophet, unless every thing hQ 
spake in the name of God came to pass : which he proves 
from those words concerning Samuel, (1 Sam. iii. 19, 20.) 
" The Lord let none of his words fall to the ground : and 
all Israel knew that Samuel was established to be a pro- 
phet of the Lord/' 

The Jews also made this addition to the rule forcmen- 
tioned of trying prophets, as Mr, Scldcn observes, (lib. iii. 
de Syncdr. cap. 5. n. 3.) that "whatsoever prophet had 
the testimony of another undoubted prophet, was to be 
taken for a true prophet." By which rule they might have 
known the great Prophet whom God promised to thcra in 
the foregoing verses : for John the Baptist, whom the whole 
nation took for a prophet, testified to them that Jesus was 
the Christ. And besides all other undoubted marks of his 
being sent from God, his rising from the dead, which he 
himself foretold, was enough to satisfy all men of the truth 
of what he said : for though every prediction of what after- 
ward comes to pass, will not necessarily prove a man to 
be a true prophet; yet the fulfilling of a great number of 
things (not one of which fails, as was said before of 
Samuel), especially of such a thing as this, which was im- 
possible to be brought to pass but by an almighty power, 
is an uncontrollable evidence of a Divine mission. 

R. Solomon, upon this verse, hath a note which is worth 
. our observation, though it be not to the purpose of Moses's 
words : " A prophet . (saith he) that bids thee not ob- 
serve some of the precepts, is not to'be heard, unless he 
be known to be a man of eminent virtue, and upright life, 
as Elijah was, w T ho bade them build an altar on Mount 
Carmcl, even when the sacrifices upon high places were 
forbidden. But there was a necessity for it, that he might 
restore the true worship of God in Israel." >Vhich should 
have made them hearken to our blessed Saviour, better 
than they did, he being so perfectly holy and pure, that he 
challenged any of them to charge him with sin ; especially, 
when he only laid aside some of their vain traditions, but 
conformed to all the rites of Moses: so that if in con- 
clusion wc should grant that Moses (in the fourteenth and 
sixteenth verses, &c.) speaks of all the prophets that 
should succeed him (which it is certain he doth not prin- 
cipally intend), the Jews were impious in rejecting our 
Saviour, who came as a prophet to them, and had all 
the marks that a prophet could Jiave of his being sent from 
God. 

But the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously.'] For it 
was an act of high presumption, and arrogant pride, for 
any man to pretend a commission from God, when he had 
not sent him. Which was done two ways, as the Jews in- 
terpret this, cither when a man spake in the name of God 
that which was false, or when he pretended that to have 
been spoken to him which was revealed by God to an- 
other. (See Jcr. xxii. 30.) Both these were impudent im- 
postors, and accordingly to be treated. 

Tlioa shalt not be afraid of him.] Have no reverence or 
regard to him, though he be never so confident: nor be 
afraid to lay hold of him, and endeavour to bring him to 
the Sanhcdrin, to have their sentence passed upon him 
(as the Jews understand it), though he have never so 
powerful an interest to support him, and preserve him 
from punishment. Thus Maimonidcs, in the forcnamed 
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preface to Seder Zeraim: " Thou shalt not be terrified, or 
averted from endeavouring to have him put to death, by, 
his religion, goodness, or knowledge, since in his proud 
brags he hath spoken false things of God." # For to be 
afraid of such a person, and of his partakers, was to dis-' 
trust God, who is the defender of those that defend the 
cause of religion. 

CHAP. XIX. 

.H.AVING sufficiently pressed upon the people the great 
commandment, of loving God with all the heart, and soul, 
and strength, and him alone, Moses now proceeds to re- 
member them of other precepts belonging to the second 
table (as we now speak), but not in an exact method, nor 
without interspersing some ceremonial matters. And he 
begins with what concerns that commandment, Tlwu shalt 
not kill. 

'Ver. 1. WIIEN the Lord thy God hath cut off the na- 
tions, whose land the Lord thy God giveth thee, &c] The 
very same words we had before upon another occasion* 
xii. 29. which are now used to signify, that they were not 
bound to what follows, till God had subdued the land of 
Canaan for them, and they were settled in it; as the last 
words of the verse import, dwellest in their cities, and. in 
their houses. Accordingly, after the division of the land, 
God puts Joshua in mind of this business, (Josh, xx« 
1, 2, &c.) 

Ver. 2. Thou shalt separate three cities from thee.] Ac- 
cording to au order God had given to Moses, Numb.xxxv. 
14, 15. to set aside six cities in all, for the use here men- 
tioned ; three on this side Jordan, where they now were, 
and three on the other side in the land of Canaan. The 
former part of which command Moses himself had exe- . 
cuted, (Deut. iv. 42, &c.) and now gives them a charge to 
perform the other. 

In the midst of thy land, ivhich the Lord thy God giveth 
thee to possess it.] In the midst of their land, signifies no 
more but within their land: for if they had been all three 
in the very heart of the country, it would have crossed the 
end and intention of them, which was, that they should bo 
placed so conveniently in several parts of the country, that 
men might easily and speedily flee to them. And therefore 
the midst of the land may be opposed to the skirts of the 
country, where they wonld have been too far distant from 
some parts of it; or may denote, that they should be set 
in an eminent place, upon the top of mountains, where 
they might be seen afar off. And so they all three were, 
it is apparent from Josh. xx. 7. where they arc said to be 
in Mount Naphtali, Mount Ephraim, and the mountain of 
Judah. 

Ver. 3. And thou shalt prepare thee a way."] Make a 
plain road to them, and keep it in good repair, that, both 
in winter and summer, the manslayer might without diffi- 
culty flee thither. And for his more safe passage, the He- 
brews say, where there were any turnings, or two ways 
parted, they were bound to setup a post, or stone, whereon 
was engraven, in great letters, the word MIKLAT, i. e. 
refuge, that he might not mistake his way to the place. 

And divide the coast of thy haul (ivhich the Lord thy 
God giveth thee to inherit J, into three parts.] The Jews un- 
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derstand it, that they were to be placed at an equal dis- 
tance, in three several parts of the country, that all might 
have the same benefit by them; and nobody have a longer 
journey to go than his neighbour for his safety. 

That every slayer may flee thither.'] Have the conveni- 
ence of preserving himself in one or other of them. It is 
observable, that there were as many of these cities in the 
two tribes and a half, as there were in all the other nine 
tribes and a' half; in which there seems to be a great in- 
equality. I have given some account of it upon Numb. 
Xxxv. 14. And the Hebrews fancy there was another rea- 
son for it, because of the frequent murders which were likely 
to be committed by the fierce nature of the Gileadites. (See 
the book of Judges, chap. x. and xi. and Hosea vi. 8.) 

Vcr. 4. And this is the case of the slayer which shall flee 
thither, that he may live.] Be preserved from the avenger 
of blood, who otherwise might kill him; 

Whoso killeth his neighbour ignorantly, whom he hated 
not in time past.'] These cities were not to be a protection 
to a wilful murderer, but to ah innocent person, who, against 
his intention, was so unhappy as to kill a man, belidaath 
(as the words are in the Hebrew), without his knowledge, 
being free, that is, from any design to do him the least harm. 
But as for such as, out of hatred and malice in their hearts, 
killed another, they were so far from finding safety in these 
cities, that they were to be pulled from the altar, if they 
fled thither for sanctuary, as w r e now speak, (Exod:xxi. 12. 
14.) Or, if they would not stir from thence, they might be 
killed there, as appears by tho case of, Joab, 1 Kings ii. 
28.30,31. 

Ver." 5. As when a man goeth into the wood with his 
neighbour to hew wood, and his handfelcheth a stroke with 
the axe to cut down the tree, and the head slippeth from the 
helve, and lighteth upon his neighbour, that he die.] By this 
all other like cases were to be judged : that is, when a man 
was about a lawful business, if any thing happened which 
he intended not, he was not accountable for it. (Sec Sel- 
den, lib. iv. dc Jure Nat. et Gent cap. 2.) 

He shall flee unto one of those cities, and live.] He might 
get to which of them he could most conveniently, and there 
be preserved. The Jews, from this word live, conclude, 
without any other ground for it, that a master was bound 
to go along with his scholar who fled thither; because, 
without the doctrine of the law, men did not live, but 
were dead., 

Ver. 6. Lest the avenger of blood pursue the slayer, while 
his heart is hot.] With anger, which might boil up to such 
a degree, as to move him to kill the slayer, before he had 
examined whether there was a just cause. 

It is evident that this verse is to be connected with verse 
the third (the two next, ver. 4, 5. coming in as a parenthe- 
sis, to shew who should be preserved in these cities, and 
who not), being a reason why the cities of refuge should 
be placed at an equal .distance in the several parts' of the 
country, that the journey might not be too long to any of 
them, but a man might soon flee thither, before the avenger 
of blood could lay hold of him. 

Because the way is long, and slay him.] If he could not 
have gotten thither in a short time, he might have been in 
danger to lose his life, though not worthy of death. For, 
as the law did not punish him that killed a manslayer, w r hen 
he found him out of the bounds of the city of refuge, (Numb. 



xxxv. 27.) so it seems to have indemnified him, if he killed 
him before ho got thither. 

Whereas he toas not worthy of death, inasmuch as he hated 
him not in time past.] Which, in his rage, the avenger of 
blood did not consider; and therefore was guilty before 
God of shedding innocent blood, though the law did not 
punish him for it. 

- Ver. 7. Wherefore I command thee, saijing, Thoushalt 
separate three cities for thee.] To prevent which mischief, 
God commanded, not merely one, but three cities, and 
those in several places of the country; where men might 
find safety, if they made haste to flee to them. 

Ver. 8. And if the Lord thy God enlarge thy coast (as 
he hath sworn unto thy fathers), and give thee all the land 
which lie promised to give unto thy fathers.] As far as 
unto the river Euphrates, (Gen. xv. 18. Exod* xxiii. 31. 
Deut. i. 7.) 

Vcr. 9. If thou shall keep all these commandments to do 
them, which I command thee this day, to love the Lord thy 
God, and to walk ever in his ways.] .This seems to have 
been the condition, upon the performance of which de- 
pended the enlargement of their border. Which is more 
fully expressed, xi. 22—24. And so the covenant made 
with Abraham (in Gen. xv. 18.) is to be understood, as in- 
cluding in it this condition. 

Thou shall then add three cities more for thee besides these 
three.] We do not read of any more added to these, though 
their border was enlarged in David's and Solomon's time; 
and that as far as Euphrates. But those nations which they 
subdued, were only made tributaries to the kings of Israel, 
who did not people and possess those countries; and con- 
sequently there was no occasion for such cities there; un- 
less the Israelites had been the inhabitants of those coun- 
tries, as they were of the land of Canaan, (ver. 1.) 

Ver. 10. That innocerit blood be not shed in thy land, 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee.] As there would, if, 
upon supposition of such an enlargement of their borders, 
there had been no cities nearer to flee unto than these six ; 
Which were sufficient only for the land of Canaan, and 
the land they possessed on this side Jordan, where they 
now were. 

And so blood be upon thee.] The guilt and punishment 
of blood, in not taking care of the safety of innocent 
persons. 

Ver. 11. But if any man hate his brother, and lie in wait 
for him, and rise up against him, and smite him mortally that 
he die, andfleeth into one of these cities.] When there was a 
manifest design of killing another, and known hatred, Iiq 
that committed the murder was to receive no benefit by his 
fleeing to a city of refuge. And then a man was judged to 
hate his brother, when for three days together he had never 
spoken to him, though they had kept one another company ; 
"as I observed before out of Mr. Selden, (lib. iv. dc Jure 
Nat. et Gent. cap. 2. p. 473.) 

Ver. 12. TJten the elders of his city shall send and fetch 
him thence.'] Demand him of the elders of the city to which 
he fled ; that he might.be sent to them, and tried by them, 
whether he Was guilty of wilful murder, or ought to have 
the benefit of thtir protection, being innocent of that crime. 
(Numb. xxxv. 12. 24.) It is likely there were probable 
reasons given why he was suspected to be guilty of mur- 
der; and therefore they desired the matter might be cxa- 
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mined; otherwise, if the case was known to be like that in 
ver. 5. they did not make this demand. 

And deliver him into the hand of the avenger of blood, that 
he may die.] That is, if they found him guilty of .wilful mur- 
der; otherwise, they were to deliver him out of the hand of 
the avenger of blood, and restore him to the city of refuge, 
that he might not die, (Numb. xxxv. 25.) 

Ver. 13. TJdne eye shall not pity him.] Nor take any sa- 
tisfaction for the life of a murderer, as the law is, Numb. 
xxxv. 31. 

But thou shall put away the guilt of innocent blood from 
Israel.] By putting him to death. 

That it may go well with thee.] By having no guilt upon 
them; as they had when they let this crime gp unpunished. 

Ver. 14. TJiou shaft not remove thy neighbour's land- 
mark, tvhich they of old time have set in thine inheritance, 
&c] The Jewish doctors think that this hath respect to the 
holy land (as they call it), and to the terms or bounds which 
were set by Joshua in the division of the country, which no 
man might take away; for that made him both guilty of 
theft, and also of the breach of this precept; and conse- 
quently he incurred a double punishment, and was whipped 
twice as much as another offender. (See Selden, lib. vi. 
de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 3. in the latter end.) This was 
a law among the Greeks, as appears by Plato, lib. viii. de 
Legibus, Mrj kiviltu) y^g iipia firjSiig, &C. voutaag ret aichnrra 
Kivtiv aXriSwg tovto tlvat, &c, Let no man presume to remove 
the bounds of land; looking upon this, as being truly tore- 
move things immoveable, i. e. to unsettle and overturn all 
things: Numa Pompilius therefore made this crime capital. 
Which makes Josephus's explication of these words seem 
more reasonable than that of the Talmudists, who extend 
this precept to the grounds of all their neighbour nations 
who were at peace with them: wq TroXeuwv IvrzvSiv oravuov 
jEvoutvwv, as being the occasion of wars and insurrections, 
which arise from the covetousness of men, who would thus 
enlarge their territories, (lib. iv. Arehaeol.eap. 8.) Which 
maybe thought a reason why Moses joins this to the forego- 
ing precept, about punishing murder; and made this .one of 
the curses they were bound to pronounce, and consent 
to it, at their entrance into the land of Canaan, (Deut. 
xxvii. 17.) 

Which they of old time have set in thine inheritance which 
thou shall inherit, in the land which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee to possess it J] This may seem to determine this precept 
peculiarly to the preserving the bounds in the land of Ca- 
naan ; and by those of old time they understand Joshua and 
tho elders, who divided the land, and fixed ey^ry one his 
lot. But it was as necessary to be observed in all other 
countries, as that which was their proper inheritance. For, 
as Josephus truly observes, "they that remove the bounds 
of lands, are not very far from subverting all laws." 

Ver. 15. One witness shall not rise up.] They that gave 
their testimony in any cause always stood up. 

Against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin.] A single 
witness was not to be admitted, as sufficient to convict a 
man of any offence whatsoever, whether in civil or in cri- 
minal matters. For an inquisition into the fact one was 
enough; but not for the condemnation of him that was ac- 
cused. Yet in pecuniary matters, one witness was sufficient 
to bring a man to purge himself by an oath, (xvii. 6.) 
At the mouth of two witnesses, .or at the mouth of three 
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witnesses, shall the matter be established.] The accusation 
shall stand, or fall to. the ground.' 

Ver. 16. If a false witness rise tip against qny man, to 
testify against him that which is wrong.] In any matter, 
whether against God, or against man. For though one wit- 
ness could not condemn another; yet, if it were proved he 
was a false. witness, it was sufficient to condemn himself. * 

Ver. 17. Then both the men between whom the controversy 
is.] That is, the accuser and the person accused. 

Shall stand before the Lord.] They were to come, in 
cases obscure, to the supreme court, where the sanctuary 
was settled. Who sat, it is likely, at the door of the taber- 
nacle in Moses's time, (see xvii. 8. 22.) and so might pro- 
perly be said to try them before the Lord. 

Before the priests and the judges which shall be in those 
days.] This they all understand of the highest court, which 
consisted partly of priests, and partly of other great per- 
sons, whom he .calls judges; under which name* the whole 
court is comprehended in the next verse. (See xvii.- 8. and 
Selden, lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 8. n. 2, 3.) 

Ver. 18. And tlie judges.] The court beforenamed ; who 
are all (whether priests or others) comprehended under the 
name of judges. 

- Shall make diligent inquisition.'] For it was not easy to 
prove-a man to be, a false witness; and therefore the mat- 
ter was brought before this supreme court. 

And, behold, if the witness be a false witness, and hath 
testified falsely against his brother.] If, upon strict exami- 
nation, he was found to have given a false evidence against 
his brother, in a matter which touched his estate, .or his 
body, or his. life. 

. Ver. 19. Then shall ye do unto him as he had thought to 
have done unto his brother.] That is, saith Maimonides, if 
he designed to have taken away his brother's life, he t was 
to lose his own ; if to have him scourged, he was to be 
.lashed himself; if to lose a sum of money, he was .to be 
iined the very same sum. (More Nevoehim, par.iii., cap. 
41.) But though in most cases a false witness was to suf- 
fer the very same kind of punishment, which .he intended 
to have brought upon another, if his testimony: had not 
been disproved ; yet in some it was not exactly observed. 
As, if one falselyjaccused a priest's daughter of playing the 
,whore, he. was not to be burnt, as she .should have been, 
. but to be strangled as an adulterer. So J..Coeh observes 
upon the title Maccoth. ad cap. 1. where the .whole busi- 
ness of false testimonies is handled. But some foolish de- 
cisions were made by the rabbins, in opposition to the 
Sadducees, as he observes in bis Annot. 20. in -sect. -6.?. 

Among the Athenians there was an action lay . not .only 
against the false witness, but against the person who pro- 
duced him. Upon whom they set a fine; and they were 
made infamous. . And if they were found thrice guilty of 
this crime, not only they but their posterity were made in- 
famous throughout all generations; as, Sam. Petitus ob- 
serves, out of Andoeides, and others, (lib. iv. in Leges At- 
t ticas, tit. vii. p. #59.) It is something strange they were 
not more severe against such offenders, many of their laws 
being plainly borrowed from Moses. . And among the an- 
cient Romans, by the law of the twelve tables, false wit- 
nesses were thrown down from the Tarpeian rock, as A. 
^Gellius tells .us, (lib. xx. cap.. 1.) which was altered indeed, 
in latter times, for such punishments as the judges thought 
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Ihcy merited: but he there tells Phavorinus, that, if tho 
old punishment had continued to their days, they should 
not have had so many false testimonies given as they 
then saw. 

So shalt thou put the evil away from among you*'] This 
may be understood either of the false witness, or of his 
crime : the guilt of which was taken away by the just pu- 
nishment of it. 

Ver. 20. And those that remain.'] The remainder of Israel, 
who see him suffer in his kind. 

Shall hear and fear.] The end of punishment is to deter 
others from such wickedness. (See xiii. 11. xvii. 13.) 

And shall henceforth commit no more any suck evil among 
you.] Learn to beware by other men's sufferings. 

Ver. 21. And thine eye shall not spare.] He speaks to the 
judges, who were not, out of compassion, to moderate the 
punishment, but make it equal to the damage he intended 
to another* Examples he gives of this in the words fol- 
lowing. 

Life shall gofor life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, handfor 
hand, foot for foot.] Concerning this lex talionis, see 
Exod. xxi. 23—25. Lev. xxiv. 19, 20. And see Grotius 
on Matt. v. 38. 40. where he well observes, that the party 
injured might forbear to require this punishment; but the 
judge, if it were required, could not deny to inflict it. 



CHAP. XX. 

Ver. 1. TV TIEN thou goest oiit to battle against thine ene- 
mies!] Who either invaded them, (as in Judg. xi.) or with 
whom they had a just quarrel, because of injuries done 
them, without satisfaction: such as that mentioned 2 Sam. 
x. 4, &e. 

And seest horses.] Which the Israelites wanted, (as I 
observed upon xvii. 1G.) their armies consisting of foot- j 
men; who were taken from the plough, or from the sheep- 
folds. 

And chariots.] Which carried a certain number of men 
in them ; and when they vrercfalcati (as they called them) 
were very formidable. For they made terrible slaughters 
among the enemy, cutting down men as we do grass, with 
a scythe or sickle. The Canaanites had great numbers of 
them, Josh. xi. 4. and Judg. iv. 3. 

- Be not afraid of them.] The Israelites were trained up to 
confide in God, and not in horses (which their country, as I 
said, did not afford, and consequently they had no chariots)^ 
nor .in multitude of soldiers. And we find remarkable in- 
stances of this, particularly in Jehoshaphat, (2 Chron . xx . G, 
&c. 17.) who followed the example of David, whose words 
•are most memorable, Psalm xx. 7. " Somo trust in cha- 
riots, and some in horses* but we will remember tho name 
of the Lord our God." (See also Prov. xxi. 21.) 
* For the Lord thy God is with thee, which brought thee out 
of the land of Egypt.] That was such an instance of his 
power, as made it unreasonable to doubt of good success, 
when he was present with them; as he always was while 
they continued faithful worshippers of him. 

The translation of Onkelos is here very remarkable ; 
.which is, Tlie Lord thy God, his Word is thy help : which 
plainly denotes another Divine person, the same with 
Jehovah. . 



Ver. 2. It shall be when ye come nigh unto the battle.] 
Are about to give or receive the assault. 

That the priest shall approach and speak unto the people.] 
The Jews say there was a priest appointed for this very 
purpose, whom they call Maschuach Milchama, anointed of 
war, he being set apart, as they say, to this office by an 
unction, and that with the same oil which the king was 
anointed withal. ^His office was to blow M'ith the trum- 
pets, to make the following speech unto the army, when 
they were preparing to join battle ; and when they first 
went out, to exhort all new buildcrs,-planters, and married 
men, to return back ; and when they were drawn up in bat- 
talia, to exhort all that were fainMieaKed to leave the army 
and go home. (See Numb. xxxi. G.) A great many of 
the Jewish doctors thus explain this, particularly Mainio- 
nides, who may serve instead of all. See Schickard, Jus 
Regium, cap. 5. Theor. 18. and Hottinger, in his Ilistor. 
Eccles. Seculum xvi. par. ii. p. 689, 690, &c. where he 
produces an excellent discourse out of 11. Levi Barzelo- 
nita's Catechism, to shew the office of this 7ro\ifx6xpiaTog, 
anointed for the war; and the reason why he was appointed 
to it For soldiers (saith he) in the time of war, have great 
need to be heartened and confirmed in their resolution. 
And because the more honourable any one is, the more wil- 
lingly men hearken to him; therefore the law required, that 
he, who was to encourage others, should be a select per- 
son- himself, and a priest, to whom they would be apt to 
pay a great reverence. 

Ver. 3. And shall say unto them, &c] Going from one 
battalion (as we now speak) unto another: or else, order- 
ing the officers (mentioned ver. 5.) to go about and speak 
every where what he did at the head of the &rmy. And he 
was to speak in the Hebrew language, and no other, as the 
Jews say, inMischnaSota, cap. 8. sect. 1. And they have 
a conceit, that the Romans learnt both the form of en- 
camping out of Moses's law, and also to make orations to 
their soldiers before they went to fight, as J. Wagcnseil 
observes out of Shilte Hagibborim; though it is more rea- 
sonable to think, that common sense taught those that were 
leaders of others to encourage them to follow them. 

Ye approach this day unto battle against your enemies.] 
Who often appeared very formidable, by the vast number 
of their horses and chariots, which the Israelites wanted. 

Let not your hearts faint.] So we well translate the He- 
brew word, be soft, or tender. Which though it be a qua- 
lity highly commendable with respect to God, (2 Kings 
xxii. Id.) yet the contrary became them towards their and 
his enemies. 

Fear not, and do not tremble.] Trembling, or, as the He- 
brew word is, making haste, f. e. running away, is the ef- 
fect of fear. 

Neither be ye terrified because of them.] Sometimes a 
great dread of danger made men run away; and sometimes 
so dismayed them that they could not stir, much less strike 
a stroke. 

Some of the Jewish doctors fancy, tliat the four several 
words here used are opposed to so many actions of their 
enemies, whereby they hoped to strike a terror into them. 
Let not your hearts fainty when your enemies brandish their 
swords, and clash them one against another. Fear not, 
when you hear the prancing of their horses, and the terrible 
rattling of their chariots. And do not tremble, when they 
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shout, as if they were sure of victory. Neither be ye terri- 
fied, when you hear the trumpet sound an alarm to the battle. 
So Moses Kotzensis. (See Schickard, cap. 5. Theor. 16. 
p. 115.) And such a passage Wagenseil observes out of 
Philostratus, lib. ii. cap. 5. upon the Gemara of Sota, cap. 
8.' sect. ii. p. 876. 

Ver. 4. For the Lord your God is he that goeth with you, 
to fight for you against your enemies.'] Sometimes the ark 
of God's presence went before them, when they entered into 
Canaan, (Josh. iii. 3. 10, 11, &c.) and in the midst of them, 
when they compassed Jericho, (Josh. vi. 9.) So that God 
was properly then said to go with them, or in the midst of 
them, as the Vulgar Latin here translates it. And at all 
other times he was present, by his power, to aid them, es- 
pecially against the people of Canaan, with whom their 
battles were said to be the wars of the Lord. 

To save you.] To preserve them by the defeat and over- 
throw of their enemies. 

. Ver. 5. And the officers shall speak unto the people, say- 
ing.] This the Jews, particularly Abarbinel, think was 
spoken by the priest beforementioned, and then proclaimed 
by the officers, called schoterim, of whom I have observed 
enough before, xvi. 18. and other places. They that would 
see more may consult J. Wagenseil upon that title, in the 
Mischna called Sota, cap. 8. p. 854. But by whomsoever 
this was spoken, it seems most likely to have been delivered 
before they drew nigh to the battle, (see ver. 2.) at the first 
mustering of the army, 

. What man is there that hath built a ntw house, and hath 
not dedicated it?] i. e. Hath not yet dwelt in it. For at 
their first entrance to dwell in a house, they made a feast, 
which being the first meal they made there, was called 
chanach, or dedication ; as the same Wagenseil observes 
put of Michlol Jophi. (See in cap. 8. Sota, sect. 2. annot. 
3.) And because a year is allowed to a man to enjoy his 
wife, before he be obliged to go to the wars, (xxiv. 5.) they 
allow the same time in these other cases, for the enjoyment 
of a new house, or of a vineyard ; as many have observed, 
particularly Selden, (lib. iii. de Synedr. cap. 13. n. 1. and 
Schickard, in his Jus Regium, cap. 5. Theor. 16, 17.) And 
they understand this, not only of a new-built house, but of 
a house newly come into a man's possession, either by suc- 
cession, purchase, or gift; yet not of such houses as were 
not fit for habitation, as Mr. Selden reports their opinion, 
(lib. iii. de Uxor. Hebr. cap. 3.) In which he seems to 
have forgot himself; for the Mischna in Sota, cap. 8. sect. 2. 
saith expressly, this is to be understood of him that built 
a house, wherein to lay straw, to make a stable, a barn, 
or a granary; because, as Wagenseil there notes, such 
places might, in case of necessity, be turned into a dwell- 
ing-house. 

Let him return to his house, lest he die in the battle, and 
another man dedicate it.] This was allowed in those wars 
only which they made voluntarily, but not of those which 
were ex prcecepto, by the Divine commandment, against 
the seven nations of Canaan and Amalek, in which every 
man was bound to engage. And so are the other cases, 
which here follow, to be understood, as all the Jewish 
writers agree. 

Another ma/t dedicate it.] First enjoy it; for this word 
here does not denote any consecration (as in other places), 
but beginning to use a thing; which in our English language 



(as Mr. Selden observes in the place forenamed) we call 
taking handsel of it ; and so the Spanish Jews express it 
in their translation. 

Ver. 6. And tvhat man is he that hath planted a vineyard, 
and hath not yet eaten of it?] Which he could not lawfully 
do for the three first years after it was planted. (See Lev, 
xix. 29, &c.) And in the fourth year, the fruit of it was to 
be carried to Jerusalem, and eaten there; after which, the 
fruit of the fifth year was wholly his own, when it was no 
longer sacred (as the Hebrew word chillel signifies), but 
common for every body's use. Aben Ezra takes the word 
in the sense of rejoicing; as if he had said, ".Who hath 
planted a vineyard, and hath not danced in it;" for that was 
the custom (he saith) when they first enjoyed the fruits of 
their vineyards. And to this the LXX. seem to have had 
respect, when they translated it, ouk eixppavQri 1% avrov, he hath 
not been made merry by it. But the other notion is more 
proper; and the Jews understand it, not only of vineyards, 
but of all other plantations wherein there were fruit-trees 
fit for food, if there were five of them planted together 
in good order, such as R. Solomon and Wagenseil have 
described: and see Selden, Uxor. Hebr. lib. iii. cap. 3. 
p. 334. 

Let him also go, and return to his house, 'lest he die in the 
battle, and another man eat of it.] The ground, both of this 
and the foregoing proclamation (and of the next also), seems 
to have been, that the minds of such men were commonly 
very much disturbed, to think of leaving what they had 
taken a great deal of pains about, and enjoy nothing of it; 
which would naturally make them fight with less courage. 
So R. Solomon. And Josephus much to the same pur- 
pose: firj tt6%<i) tovtojv <f>u$6fiEvot, rov £pv/&C. lest, out of a 
longing desire after these things, they should be sparing of 
hazarding their lives; and, reserving themselves for their en- 
joyment, not fight manfully. But many think this was a 
bare concession to such persons; who, if they could over- 
come their affection to all things, but the safety of their 
country, might remain in the camp, and go to battle. Yet 
Abarbinel disputes strongly against this, and will have all 
these to be precepts, enjoining such persons, as are here 
mentioned, not to stay in the army, but to return home. 

Ver. 7. And what man is there that hath betrothed a 
tvife, and hath not taken her, &c.] The Jews interpret this 
law, either of one who had espoused a wife, and not yet 
brought her home; or of one that had but newly completed 
his marriage. And whether he had marrieda widow or a 
virgin, an old woman or a young, it was the same thing. 
Yea, they extend it to him who had married his brother's 
wife; but hot to him who had married a person prohibited 
to him by the law, or him that took his own wife again, 
whom he had formerly put away, because she was not a 
new wife, as the phrase is, Deut* xxiv. 5. where the time 
being limited, how long such a man should be free from 
the war, viz. for one year, they extend it, as I said, to the 
other two cases; that so long men might enjoy a new 
house, or a vineyard, after the first use of them, as the 
law allowed them to enjoy a wife before they went to war, 
(See Selden, lib. iii. Uxor. Hebr. cap. 3. and Schickard, 
in his Jus Regium, cap. 5. Theor. 17.) And it must be 
confessed, that this is a law of great equity, founded in 
nature, that conjugal love should not be disturbed; but 
have some time to knit into a strong and stable affection,, 
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by an uninterrupted conversation together in its beginning. 
The Jews were so favourable in this matter, that they say, 
if five brethren were in the war together, and one of them 
avas slain, leaving a -widow without issue, nil the remaining 
four returned home; because every one of them, in their 
•order, in case those before him refused, was to raise up 
seed to his dead brother. 

Ver. 8. And the officers shall speak further unto the 
people, and they shall say.] Make this new proclamation 
throughout the camp. 

Wliat man is there that is fearful and faint-hearted?] 
This some of the Jews understand of a natural timorous- 
ness, which makes men quake at every danger; and others 
refer it to those that were old, in whom that heat and vigour, 
which make men valiant, were quite abated. Upon winch 
account they w T ou!d % not admit one who had no children to 
go to war (if we may believe Maimonides), because ho was 
not thought masculine enough; or rather, because they 
would not cut off all hope of his having posterity. But 
there are those who understand this of the terrors of an 
evil conscience. (See Sota, cap. 8. sect. 5.) For they did 
not do as we arc-wont in these days (who send the wickedest 
villains into the wars); but if they knew any man- to be 
guilty of a great crime, thrust him out of the army, lest 
they should all fare the worse for having him among them. 
(See Schickard, in his Jus Reginm, cap. 5. Theor. 17. 
p. 124.) 

Let him go and return to his house, lest his brethren's 
lieart faint as well as his heart.] For the cowardice of 
•some might enfeeble the rest, Yet all these who were thus 
dismissed, w T ere bound (if required) to furnish the army 
with victuals and water, to clear the ways, and to take up 
their quarters; as! it is in the foregoing place in Sota, cap. 
*8.ivherc Joh. Wagenseil observes, that they, who restrain 
these offices only to the fearful/are mistaken. 

Ver. 9. And it shall be when the officers have made an end 
of speaking to the people, that they all make captains of the 
-armies to lead the people.] This shews that what I. noted, 
ver. 5. is true ; that the foregoing proclamation was made 
before they marched forth to the war: for how should they 
march till there were captains chosen, to lead the several 
armies (as those companies, into which they were divided, 
tire called), which was not done till he had spoken all the 
forenamed things. And if we translate the words as they 
maybe out of the Hebrew [they shall place or set captains 
of the hosts in the head, or the front, of the people], still it 
must be supposed, that this was done before they stirred a 
foot; for no order could be observed without leaders. 

Ver. 10. When thou comest nigh nnto a city to fight 
ngainst it, then proclaim peace unto it.] I have often noted; 
that there were two sorts of war which the Jews undertook : 
one by the Divine commandment against the seven nations 
of Canaan; another voluntarily, when they themselves found 
just cause to make war upon any other neighbouring na- 
tion. Now this precept many of the Jews will needs under^ 
stand only concerning the latter sort of w r ar; for the Ca- 
naanitcs were -to be utterly destroyed, without mercy. But 
Maimonides and Moses Kotzcnsis take it to belong to both 
sorts of war. So the former of them in-express words: "It 
was not lawful to make war upon any one whatsoever, be- 
fore they offered them terms of peace," &c. Only they 
think the Ammonites and Moabitcs were to be excepted 



by that law: (xxiii. G.) yet they temper it thus ; that if those 
nations desired peace of themselves, it was to be granted 
to them, though not offered. And the most anc?cnt writers 
of the Jews say, that Joshua sent three messages to the 
seven nations of Canaan before he invaded them, though 
he undertook the war with a command from God to destroy 
them; viz. if they did not submit to the summons which 
was sent them, either to flee, or to make peace ; which was 
the subject of the two first messages. The next was a de- 
nunciation of war against them, as they say in the Jerusa- 
lem Talmud, quoted by Mr. Selden, lib. vi. de Jure Nat. 
et Gent. cap. 13. and see the learned J. Wagenseil, in an- 
not. upon Sota, p.845. Maimonides was of opinion, that 
the Gibeonites had not heard of these proclamations, which 
made them use craft to procure mercy from the Israelites. 
But P. Cunceus thinks it more probable, that they had Te- 
fused, at first, to submit to Joshua's summons; but seeing 
him victorious, they betook themselves to that artifice, men- 
tioned in the book of Joshua, when they could not hope 
for peace by any other means, (lib. ii. de Republ. Hebr. 
cap. 20.) 

Ver. 11. And it shall be, if it make thee an answer of 
peace, and open unto thee.] Accept of the conditions offered 
to them, which were three. First, that they should take 
upon them the observation of the several precepts of the 
sons of Noah, and consequently renounce idolatry. Se- 
condly, pay them a yearly tribute : and, thirdly, become 
their subjects. (See Selden, lib. vi. de Jure Nat. et Gen- 
tium, cap. 4. and Schickard, in his Jus Regium, cap. 5. 
Theor. 1G.) 

Then it sltall be, that all the people that is found therein 
shall be tributaries unto thee, and they shall serve thee.] 
Here arc two of the conditions beforementioned ; and the 
first was necessarily supposed, because the Israelites were 
not to suffer any of their gods to remain among them. For 
though by serving the Israelites is not meant being made 
their slaves, yet it imports that they were to live in due sub- 
jection to them as their governors, who might employ them 
in their public works, as repairing the king's palace, the 
walls of cities, &c. 

Ver. 12. And if,it will make no peace with thee, but mil 
make war against thee; then thou shalt besiege it.] Without 
any further summons to yield upon conditions of peace. 

Ver. 13. And when the Lord thy God shall deliver it irAo 
thy hand.] Of which they were not to doubt, ver. 4. 

Thou shalt smite every male thereof with the edge of tM 
sivord.] Which was a just punishment for their obstinacy; 
of which the men, wiio were here condemned to destruction, 
were the authors, and suffered the more justly, because 
they were told, no doubt,. beforehand, that if they did not 
yield when conditions were offered to them, they must 
expect this execution. 

Ver. 14. But the icomen and the little ones.] Who had 
not offended, by rejecting conditions of peace, nor could 
do any harm. And by little ones are to be understood male 
children, as well as female. 

And the cattle, and all that is in the city, even all the spoil 
thereof] Money, household-stuff, and all manner of goods. 

Shalt thou take nnto thyself &c] This was granted to 
them as a reward of their service in the war. 

Ver. 15. Thus shalt thou do unto all the cities which are 
very far off from thee, which are not of the cities of these 
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nations.'] This clemency to the women and little ones, is 
limited to those that were not inhabitants of the land of 
Canaan; who, in the following verses, arc ordered to be 
otherwise treated. For by the laws of war among all na- 
tions, the conqueror might use those whom he subdued as 
he pleased. Sec Grotius, lib. iii. de Jure Belli et Pacis, 
cap. 4. sect. 5. where, among other things, he quotes that 
saying of Marcellus in Livy, iJ Quicquid in hostibus feci, 
jus belli defendit," Whatsoever I have done ivith enemies, 
tlie right of war defends it. 

Vcr. 1G. But of the cities of these people, which the Lord 
thy God doth give thee for an inheritance.] The cities of 
the land of Canaan. 

TJiou shalt save alive nothing that breatheth.] i. e. Neither 
man, woman, nor child, as we "speak. But their cattle 
(except in few cases, when they were appointed to be a 
cherem, i. e. accursed) were not to be killed, as appears 
from Josh. xi. 14. And'the slaughter of all the people, is 
to be understood only in case they did not surrender when 
they were summoned, but rejected the conditions of peace 
that were offered to them. After this, no mercy was to be 
had upon them. (See Exod. xxiii. 32.) In which their 
condition was worse than any other people's, whose men 
were only to be slain, (ver. 14.) but not women and children. 
For which difference there was a great reason, as I shall 
shew presently; but if we could see none, we ought to 
consider that it was done by God's command; who, as he 
is most just and merciful, so hath a greater, right over men, 
than we have ov<*r beasts, as Grotius well observes; who 
alleges many examples of the like practice in the heathen 
world, .both among Greeks and Romans. (See lib. iii. de 
Jure Belli et Pacis, cap. 4. sect. 9.) 

Ver. 17. But thou shalt utterly destroy them.] After they 
had slighted all offers. of peace. Some of the Jews, indeed, 
have been so merciful as to think this not a command, but 
a permission; which warranted them to kill all, without 
any distinction of sex or age; yet did not so enjoin it, but 
that they might, after they had taken a city, spare such as 
repented, and offered to become proselytes of the gate. 
This was the opinion, one would think, which, anciently 
prevailed, * as Sclden observes, (lib. vi.de Jure Nat. et 
Gent. cap. 1G.) because we find the relics of these people 
often mentioned in the Bible. And this is agreeable also 
to the law of nations, that such as beg mercy should be 
spared; which flowed from the ancient right which such 
persons were thought to have to it, as David Chytraeus 
observes out of Thucydidcs, lib. iii. and the known verse 
of the oracle, 

M^y fKcrac aSficciv, iKirai hpoi r« Kat dyvoi. 

■Not to hurt supplicants, who are sacred, and acquitted of 
their offences. He doth not mention the place where this 
oracle was uttered; but Ezckicl Spanhemius hath lately 
observed out of Pausanias, that it was at Dodone. Sec 
Observationcs in Callimachi Hymnum inDianam, vcr. 123. 
where he notes, that from hence Jupiter was called 'iKimog, 
because he was accounted a severe and implacable avenger 
of all violence done to supplicants. And they arc suppli- 
cants (says the same Chytraeus) who confess their sin, and, 
acknowledging they deserve punishment, give themselves 
up to the pleasure of the conqueror; 'but beg the punish- 
ment may be mitigated by mercy and clemency. 



Namely the Hittites and the Amorites, the Canaanites 
and the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, as the 
Lord thy God hath commanded thee.] He distinctly men^ 
tions the nations which were to bo utterly destroyed, that 
this severity might be extended no further. And so he had 
done before, vii.l. where he mentions seven nations, though 
here are only six, theGirgashites being omitted. The reason 
of which Maimonides (in Hilcoth Melachim) thinks to be> 
that they upon the first summons of Joshua fled the country 
into Africa; and therefore arc not named in Josh. ix. 1, 2. 
among those that " gathered themselves together to fight 
against Israel." But I take the true reason of this to be, 
that the Girgashites were a people mixed among the rest; 
and did not live in a separate part of the country by them- 
selves: but that they opposed Joshua, as well as others, 
and were delivered into his hand, appears- from Josh. xxiv. 
11. Now this looks like a great cruelty, to kill so many 
nations; till we consider who these people were, that God 
commanded to be utterly extirpated, viz. most abominable 
idolaters, who offered their children to Moloch, as a piece 
of pious worship; magicians, witches, necromancers; and 
guilty of all those filthy lusts mentioned in Lev. xviii. For 
which crimes God thought them not fit to live any longer 
upon the face of the earth; and therefore commanded 
them to be utterly destroyed in this war, which wasunder- 
taken by his order, and called therefore tlie war of the 
Lord. And so was that against Sihon and Og, who were 
likewise Amorites, and upon that score rooted out by God's 
order, Numb. xxi. alt. Deut. ii. 34. For it was mercy to 
others not to suffer such a wicked generation to live. 

Ver. 18. That they teach you mt to do after all their 
abominations, which they have done unto their gods.] Here 
is the great reason given of the forenamed severe execution, 
that if they had been spared, they would have infected the 
Israelites with their filthy idolatry. Which some make an 
argument, why peace was not to be proclaimed to those 
nations, (ver. 10.) because theyvvere so wicked, thaton no 
terms it was fit to suffer them to live. But they that object 
this against what was before said, forget, or do not con- 
sider, that the great condition of peace with them was, 
that they should renounce their idolatry; and then there 
was no such danger in sparing them. And this was so 
settled in the opinion of the ancient Jews, that, after they 
had taken a city, they thought, upon these terms, there was 
room for mercy. So the book Siphri, upon these very 
words, lest they teach you to do after all their abominations. 
From whence it is to be observed (saith that author), f < if 
they repented, the Israelites might let them live." And so 
R. Solomon himself; " It is to be understood, that if they 
repented, arid became proselytes, it was lawful to receive 
them." 

So should you sin against the Lord your God.] . Both 
by suffering them to live, and imitating them in their 
wickedness. 

Ver. 19. When thou shalt besiege a city a long time, in 
making war against it, to take it, thou shalt not destroy the 
trees thereof, by forcing an axe against them, for thene 
mayest eat of them, and thou shalt not cut them down.] It 
is very plain that he speaks of fruit-trees, such as beat 
apples, olives, dates, &c. which were to be preserved both 
in war and in peace: except in a few cases. In war, if the 
enemy made advantage of them, for their archers to lurk ' 
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and shelter themselves behind them, by which the Israel- 
ites were much annoyed, then they think they might be cut 
down, to shorten the siege. And in peace, if they did not 
bring forth fruit, or if the fruit would not be so profitable as 
the wood would be for building, and other uses; or if they 
hindered the growth of better trees: in all these cases they 
might be cut down, as the Jewish doctors resolve. Who, 
when they please, mind the reason of a law, and not the 
bare words; insomuch, that they extend this law to a great 
many other things, which they say might not be destroyed, 
if they were useful and profitable. No houses, for instance, 
nor garments, nor household-stuff; nor were they to stop 
up fountains, &c. (See Selden, lib. vi. de Jure Nat. et 
Gent. cap. 15. and Guil. Schickardus in Jus Regium, cap.. 
5. Theor. 18.) 

-. For the tree of the field is man's life.'] The word life is not 
in the Hebrew text; but we add it to make out the sense. 
In which we follow many good authors among tho Jews, 
particularly Aben Ezra, who observes many such elliptical, 
i. e. concise forms of speech in Scripture. As in 1 Sam. 
xvi. 20. where an ass of bread, is an ass loaded with bread. 
So here the tree is a man, u e. the life or support of man. 
Just as (xxiv. 6.) it is said, a man should not take the 
upper or nether millstone to pledge, ki nephesh hu, because 
it is his life, i. e. that whereby he gets his livelihood. But 
there are a great many who translate the words by way of 
interrogation (and the Hebrew will bear it), and, joining 
them with those that follow, make this the sense, Is the tree 
of the field a wan, that it should come against thee in the 
siege ? So the Vulgar, the Greek, a~nd the Arabic translation, 
and the Chaldee paraphrast, and Josephus, as Mr. Selden 
observes, (lib. vi. de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 12.) As 
much as to say, They need not fear any danger from the 
trees, as if they were soldiers that could fight against them. 
And if this sense do not seem dilute (as some have censured 
it), there is no need of rendering the words by way of inter- 
rogation, but only of repeating the word not out of the fore- 
going words, in this manner, Tliou shalt not cut them down, 
for the tree of the field is not a man, &c. Of this there are 
many examples, as Glassius and our Gataker have shewn. 
And thus R. Bechai among the Jews expounds these words ; 
and the famous Abarbinel, who thus glosses upon them: 
" It is not decent to make war against trees, who have no 
hands to fight with thee, but against men only." And this 
sense Grotius follows, lib. iii. de Jure Belli et Pacis, 
cap. 12. sect. 2. where he produces Philo for this opinion, 
and Josephus, who says, "If trees could speak, they would 
cry out that it was unjust, that they who were no cause of 
"the war should suffer the mischiefs of it." And thus Onkelos 
translates these words, and those that follow, For the tree 
of the field is not as a man, that it should come against thee 
in the siege; that is, they had no cause to fear trees, and 
therefore should not hurt them. But this is a reason against 
cutting down any trees whatsoever; whereas Moses speaks 
only of fruit-trees. From whence Grotius thinks that say- 
ing of the Pythagoreans took its original, r^xtpov <j>vtx>v hm 
tyKapwov, &c. trees that do not grow wild, and bear fruit, 
ought not to be hurt, much less cut down. And yet it seems 
to be more agreeable to the Hebrew words, than our mar- 
ginal translation, which makes this sense, That there are 
trees of the field sufficient to employ in the siege; so that they 
need not cut down fruit-trees to carry it on. 



Ver. 20. Only the trees which thou knoicest, that they be 
not trees for meat, thou shalt destroy and cut them down.'] 
If it were necessary for the raising bulwarks (as it here 
fQllows), or otherways to distress the enemy, they had 
liberty to cut down trees that did not bear fruit; but not 
merely to make waste and desolation. 

And thou shalt build bulwarks against the city that 
maketh war with thee.] From whence they battered the city, 
and threw great stones into it ; as well as begirt them 
round, that no provisions might be brought in to them. 
Thus we find they did in aftertimes, 2 Chron. xxvi. 15. 
2 Sam. xx. 15. And they must have some such inventions 
in Moses's days ; or else how could they take cities fortified 
with such high walls as are mentioned Deut. i. 28.? Or 
to what purpose should they build bulwarks, and cast up 
banks, but from thence to batter the city with some engine 
or other? 

Until it be subdued.] From these words the Jewish 
doctors conclude, that it was lawful to make war even 
upon the sabbath ; because, having set down before a city, 
they were to proceed till it was subdued; which these words 
suppose might not be in a short time. Only they say, that 
the siege was to be begun at least three days before the 
sabbath. Thus these superstitious people, not thinking 
common reason sufficient to justify them in so plain a 
case, make the Scripture speak what it intended not 
for their warrant. See Schickard, in his Jus Regium, 
cap. 5. Theor. 18. where he alleges Maimonides in his Hil- 
koth Melachim to this purpose. And Joh. Benedictus 
Carpzovius produces a plainer out of Hilkoth Schabbath, 
where he delivers their sense in these words: " A siege is 
to be begun three days before the sabbath ; and then it may 
be continued every day, even upon the sabbath, until the 
city be taken : and this may be done in a war that is volun- 
tarily undertaken. For thus our wise men understand these 
words by ancient tradition, until it be subdued.' 9 



CHAP. XXL 

Ver. 1. JLF one shall be found slain in the land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee to possess.] This follows very 
properly, after the law he had delivered about making war; 
because then the bodies of dead men were most frequently 
found. About which the wisest lawgivers took the greatest 
care that inquisition should be made, how and by whom 
they were slain. This appears by Plato, who, in his ninth 
book de Legibus, hath a law something like to this, though 
far short of the solemnity that is here required to be used ; 
as I shall observe in the conclusion of this statute. 

Lying in the field, and it be not known who hath slain 
him.] The Hebrew doctors here stick too much to the 
letter of these words; for they will not have them reach to 
a dead body hanging in the air upon a tree, or hid in the 
sand or dust, or floating upon the water, which is extremely 
absurd. 

Ver. 2. Then thy elders and thy judges shall come forth.] 
The great Sanhedrin were to send forth some of their 
members (so the Jews interpret it) to do what here follows. 
And indeed it may be thought that none but they could 
take care of this matter, the doubt being to which of the 
neighbouring cities (where the other judges lived) it bc- 
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longed. Therefore the paraphrase ascribed to Uzi elides 
saith, " Two of the wise men er elders, and three of the 
judges, were sent by the great Sanhedrin about this busi- 
ness." .(See Selden, lib. iii. de gynedr. cap. 7. a. 2.) 

Yet he observes, in another part of that most learned 
work, (Jib. ii. cap. 7. n. 3.) that there was a sort of; 
elders who were not ordained, by laying on of hands, but; 
only were venerable persons for their age and piudence, 
who, some think, might serve for this employment. And 
they called such elders zickne hashuck, elders of the street, 
or vulgar elders. But none, I think, hath discoursed more 
critically upon these words, thy elders, and thy judges, 
than our Mr. Thorndike; who observes, that there had 
been judges constituted to determine causes by Jethro's 
advice, (Exod. xviii.) the greater causes being reserved 
for Moses alone* For whose assistance God afterward 
appointed seventy elders, (Numb, xi.) who made up the 
great court of judgment in that nation. Now they of this 
great consistory are called the elders of Israel ; but they 
of other consistories, or inferior courts, are called barely; 
elders, or elders of such a city. See Review of the Rites 
of the Church, p. 70. where he alleges this very place for 
it; and by thy elders, understands the elders of Israel; the 
Lower elders being mentioned in the next verse. And so 
those of the great consistory are commonly called in the; 
gospel: and in like manner, the scribes of the people, and; 
thy scribes, signify there those of this higli court Whereas, 
the- bare name o( scribes is extended further, to the inferior 
doctors of the law. As 'also the name of rulers, and that 
of rulers of the people^ are to- be understood with the like 
difference, 

' And they shall measure unto the cities that are round 
about him that is slain.] That is, if it were dubious what 
city lay nearest to the dead body, as it sometimes hap- 
pened. But commonly, it is probable, at the first view 
they easily discerned this, and so did not trouble them- 
selves to measure. It is a frivolous dispute in theMischna, 
from whence they were to measure; whether from the 
navel, or the nose, or. the forehead: which last seems 
more rational to Maimonides, who calls it the centre of 
the body. But they did not (if we believe the Jewish doc- 
tors), in their measuring, take notice of any city wherein 
there was not a court of twenty-three elders; and Jerusa- 
lem was always excepted. (See Selden in the place fore- 
named, n. 3. and L'Empereur upon Bava-kama, p. 173. 
and Wagenseil upon Sota, p. 899.) If the dead body lay 
nearest to the country of the gentiles, then they did not 
1 measure at all; but it was presumed the man was killed 
by them. 

Ver. 3. And it shall be, that the city which is next to the 
slain man.] From whence it might be presumed the mur- 
derer came, or was fled thither, as Abarbinel discourses. 
- Even the elders of that city.] Who were different from the 
elders beforementioned (see the foregoing verse), for they 
returned to Jerusalem when they had se&i the body buried, 
if there was no discovery of the murderer: and then the se- 
nators of the city next to the dead body, who were twenty- 
three, performed what is here ordered. 

Shall take an heifer.} That was not above two years old; 
for if it were a day more, they might not use it for this pur- 
pose, as Maimonides and- others affirm. Yet the Scrip- 
ture, in other cases, mentions, one of three years old, (Gen, 
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' xv. 9. Isa.xv. 5. Jcr.xlviii. 5.) as Wagenseil observes upon 
the Mischna of Sota, cap. 9. sect. 3. annot. 2. If two cities 
. happened to be equidistant from the dead body, they then 
joined together to provide this heifer. 

Wliich hath not been wrought with.] Never used in plough- 
. ingthe ground. 

And which hath not drawn in the yoke.]. This may seem 
to be included in the feregoing expression, as Maimonides 
observes ; but it is added, he thinks, to signify, that if it 
had been employed in any other labour, it became improper 
for this use. Such heifers were accounted by the heathen 
to be most acceptable to their gods, as appears by Homer, 
in whom Diomedes and Nestor promise such an offering to 
Pallas. (See Bochart, lib. ii. Hieroz. cap. 33. p. 1. out of 
Iliad K. and Odyss. r.) 

But there was a particular reason for such a one in this 
case (wherein the heifer was not to be offered), that it 
might the better represent, as many think, the person that 
had committed this murder, who was a son of Belial, sub- 
ject to no law, and deserved to be beheaded as this heifer 
was. It is not required that it should be without blemish,, 
as those heifers were to be that were offered at the taber- 
nacle : but it sufficed if it had never been accustomed to- 
the yoke. Yet this is not to be taken without all limita- 
tion; for if it wanted any member, or were diseased, it 
might not be employed in this service, as Wagenseil ob- 
serves out of Maimonides, in the place, beforenamed, p. 
907. 

Ver. 4. And the elders of that city shall bring down the 
heifer. \ Their cities, it seems, were commonly seated on. 
hills or high grounds. 

Into a rough valley.] The Hebrew word nachal signifies 
both a valley and a torrent. The LXX., Josephus, and 
the Vulgar, understand it as we do; and the following, 
words favour this interpretation. But the Talmudists and- 
the rabbins, who generally follow them, take it to signify 
a torrent, which- is the sense of Maimonides himself; and 
the next word ethan (which we translate rough) they inter- 
pret a rapid torrent. Chaskuni thinks there is some reason 
for this in the sixth verse, where they are required to wash 
their hands over the heifer in the water that is of the brook. 
I see nothing to hinder the putting both senses together; 
torrents being wont to run down: violently from, the moun- 
tains, through the valleys, which lie beneath them, which 
is the cause that the same ^yord signifies both. 

Which is neither eared.] Or rather, ploughed. 

Nor sown.] Being a stony, craggy ground, representing 
the horridness of the murder, and the cruelty and hardness 
of the man's heart who committed it. They that follow the 
other interpretation of nachal, understood the foregoing 
words, Ascher lo jeabeth bo, which we translate, neither 
eared, as if they signified the torrent did not serve to water 
the neighbouring ground : and these words to be meant of 
the soil which lay next to the torrent, in which nothing was 
sown. And, besides this variety, there are those who take 
ethan notto signify either that which, is hard or rapid, but 
the most fertile ground : so B. Bechai, and lately R. Jac. 
Abendana, in his marginal notes upon Mi chlal Jophi, where 
he gives this reason for it; that the inhabitants of each city 
might be the more careful to prevent such murders, being 
in, danger otherwise to lose the best ground belonging to 
their inheritance. For the land where the body was found 
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(if avc may bclievo the Mischna) was never to be sown any 
more. (See Sota, cap. 9. sect. 5.) 

And shall strike off the heifer's neck there in the valley.] 
Coming behind the heifer (saith the Mischna), as the mur- 
derer was supposed to have treacherously surprised the 
slain man; and should have been thus used, if he could 
have been found. 

Vcr.5. And thepriests, the sons of Levi] See chap.xvii. 
9.18. xviii. 1. 

Shall come near.] To see all performed according to the 
law, and to pray to God for the country in the words pre- 
scribed, ver. 8. 

For them the Lord, thy God liath chosen to minister unto 
him, and to bless in the name of the Lord.] See Exod. xxviii. 
1, &c. Numb. vi. 23, &c. 

And by their ivord shall every controversy and every 
stroke be tried.'] They did not determine all matters what- 
soever, but all of this nature; in which the law appointed 
them to take care things were done according to it. As in 
the killing the red heifer; the examination of the xcomaii. 
suspected of adultery by the water of jealousy ; the leprosy, 
whether in men, or houses, or garments. Thus the Hebrews 
explain these words. (See Sclden, lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 8.) 
And so Bonfrerius here acknowledges,* that they did not 
come hither as judges, but as directors; and that they 
might purge themselves, together with the elders, from all 
guilt of this crime. * ! 

Ver. C. And all the elders of that city, that are next to the 
slain man.] If there were never so many elders in the city, 
they were all to clear themselves by doing what follows." 

Shall ivash their hands over the heifer, &c] In the water 
of the brook which flowed through the valley ; protesting 
thdr innocence, in the words prescribed in the next verse. 
So Chaskuni glosses, " As our hands are clean, so' arc we 
from the guilt of this blood." See Wagenseil upon Sota, 
p. 910. w v ho thinks Pilate had respect to this rite, when he 
condemned our Saviour, (Matt, xxvii. 24.) notwithstanding 
all that learned men have said to the contrary., 

Vcr.-7: And they shall answer and say.] Being asked, 
perhaps, whether they knew any thing of this murder. 

Our hands have not shed this blood, neither have our eyes 
seen it.] That is, they professed solemnly they knew not 
who shed it, nor how the man came to be slain. And the 
Mischna beforementioned adds, that they said, (for how 
can any one think that elders would be murderers?) "This 
man did not come into'our city that we know of, and dis- 
missed without necessary provisions; nor was seen by us, 
and permitted to go away without company." Which Mai- 
monides expresses more largely in his More Nevochim, 
par. iii. cap. 40. where he represents the wisdom of this 
law in these words': " The elders called God to witness; 
that they had not neglected to secure the ways, nor to set 
watches to examine diligently those that travelled, saying 
(as our rabbins express it), This man was not killed through 
any negligence, or forgetfulness, which ive are guilty of, in 
not observing ourjwblic constitutions; 7ior do we know who 
killed him. ' Now; by this inquisition into the fact, by this 
going forth of the elders, and the striking oiT the heifer's 
head, &c. a great deal of discourse necessarily arose about 
this business, which made the thing public, and was a pro- 
bable means of discovering the murderer, by some or other 
who were there, or should hear of all this." And if any one 



came, and said he knew the author, then they forbore to be- 
head the heifer: but the man being apprehended, if the 
house of judgment did not put him to death, the king had 
power' to doit: if he neglected it, the avenger of blood 
might kill him wheresoever he met him. By which it ap- 
pears, that this solemn process here mentioned tended very 
much to detect the murderer. Unto which this also contri- 
buted, that the place where the heifer's head was struck 
off might never be ploughed or sowed hereafter (as I noted 
before), which made the owners of that ground employ their * 
utmost diligence to find out the murderer, that their land 
might not lie waste for ever ; for they might not so much a,s 
plant a tree upon it. 

Ver. 8. Be merciful, O Lord, unto thy people Israel, whom 
thou hast redeemed, and lay 7iot innocent blood unto thy 
people of Israel's charge.] The priests, alone pronounced, 
these words, as the Mischna there saith ; though Josephus 
(who often'differs from the Talmudists) saith, Both priests 
and elders prayed God to be propitious unto them, and to 
prevent the like evil from falling out again in their region.. 
(See Selden, lib. iii. dc Synedr. cap. 7. n. 5, C.) 

And the blood shall be forgiven them.] These arc not the 
words of the priests, saith the same Mischna, but the Holy 
Ghost pronounces, That when they observed these rites/ 
the guilt should be removed from them ; which, in some 
sort, would have lain upon them, if they had taken no no- 
tice of a murder committed so near to their city, nor made 
inquisition after it, and expressed their abhorrence of it. 

Ver. 9. So shall thou put away the guilt of innocent blood* 
from among you, when thou shall do that which is right in* 
the sight of the Lord.] Sincerely protesting their innocence* 
and detestation of this fact: which was to be done in the 
day-time, and not in the night; and the body of the hcifer> 
was to be buried, but none of it eaten, or any part employed 
to other use. If the murderer was found before its head 
w f as struck off, it was to be let go into the pasture among 
other beasts; if after,' he was to suffer capital punishment, 
that is, to be cut off by the sword, as the Mischna before- 
mentioned explains it, cap. 9. sect. 7. 

. By all this it appears, that no ancient law made such 
provision for the discovery and expiation of secret mur- 
ders, as this of Moses. For the very best of them, which 
is that of Plato, enacts no more than this, that if a man was 
found dead, and he that killed him, after a diligent search, 
could not be heard of, public proclamation should be made, 
that he who was guilty of the fact should not come into any 
holy place, nor any part of the whole country; for if he 
were discovered and apprehended he should be put to 
death, Kal i%w rfc tov 7ra$ovroe Xwpag iicfiXyOnaofitvov aratpor, 
and be thrown out of the bounds of the country, and have 7io 
burial, (lib. ix. dc Legibus, p. 874.) 

Ver. 10. Wlieri thou goest to war against thine enemies.] 
To a voluntary war against any of their neighbouring na- 
tions, not against the people of Canaan, none of which 
were to be spared, if they stood out and fought, but de- 
stroyed by the Divine precept, which required this war. 

And the Lord thy God hath delivered them into thy hands, 
and thou hast taken them captive.] As the manner was, to 
make them slaves to their conquerors. 

Ver. 11. And seest among the captives a beautiful woman:] 
It was indifferent whether she was a virgin, or a widow, or 
a wife, according to the Jewish doctors. 
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And hast a desire unto her, that thou wouldest have her 
to thy wife.] The plain meaning is, fell so passionately in 
love with her, as to desire to marry her, though a stranger, 
of another nation and religion. It is a common opinion, 
indeed, among the Jewish doctors, that a baser sort of pas- 
sion is here indulged; for it was lawful, they imagine, for 
a soldier to lie with such a captive once to satisfy his 
lust (which some make to be the meaning of this expres- 
sion, hast a desire to her, or, as it is in the Hebrew, hast 
cleaved to her), but not repeat it, .unless he would take her 
lor his wife: which they. think was allowed to military 
men when they were absent from 'their wives, to prevent 
greater outrages, which were wont to be committed by the 
heathen. But the best nations severely prohibited all such 
abuses, as Grotius observes, lib. iii. de Jure Belli et Pacis, 
cap. 4. sect, xix.l. And though Schickard, in his Misch- 
pat Hammelech, endeavours to make out the wisdom of 
this law in permitting a Hebrew soldier to enjoy a captive 
once, (see p. 130, 131. and Mr. Selden, lib. v. de Jure Nat. 
et Gent. cap. 13.) yet he cannot but acknowledge that some 
of the Jews do not allow of this interpretation, but are of 
opinion, that he might not touch a captive till she became 
a proselyte, and he took her for his wife. Thus R. Bechai, 
as Grotius observes in the place forenamed, sect. xix. 2. 
" God would have the camp of Israel holy, and not defiled 
with fornication, and other abominations, as the camps of 
the gentiles." Unto whom Alexander himself gave a better 
example; who being extremely taken with the beauty of 
Roxana, did not abuse her as a captive, but vouchsafed. to 
marry her, and make her his wife ; for which he is justly 
commended, both by Arrianus and by Plutarch ; and there- 
fore I think it is most reasonable to expound this law, only 
of taking such a captive in marriage; which Abarbinel 
also shews is the most ancient interpretation of it, and 
hath the best authority on its side among the Jews. For 
though he acknowledges it is the common opinion of their 
wise men, that a soldier might lie with a fair captive once, 
whilst she was a mere gentile; yet herein they followed the 
doctors in the Babylonian Talmud, which is not of so great 
antiquity as the Jerusalem Talmud, where R. Johannes 
(in Massccheth Sanhedrin) delivers the quite contrary doc- 
trine, that it was not lawful for any Israelite to lie .with 
such a woman at all, till the conditions, mentioned in the 
following words of this law, were fulfilled,. when he was to 
make her his wife. And according to the judgment of 
this R. Johannes, Abarbinel explains this law in a large 
commentary on this place. 

Ver. 12. Then thou shalt bring her home to thine house.] 
The forenamed doctors, who are so indulgent to the sol- 
diers' lust, will have this to signify, that they were to ob- 
serve the rules of modesty in the camp, and not openly 
lie with her like beasts, but privately in their tents. Thus^ 
Maimonides himself, More Nevochim, par. iii. cap. 41.' 
But it is evident Moses doth not speak of any thing done 
in the camp, but of what was to be done when he returned 
to his house ; where he was to dispose her, in the manner 
following, to be his wife. ... 

And site shall shave her head.] These and the following 
words are variously interpreted, some taking these things 
to be. done to her, with a design to abate his affection to 
her, that he might not marry her at all ; and others, to pre- 
pare her, and make her fit for his bed. For, shaving her 
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head /which every one knows was used in mourning) de- 
prived her of one of her greatest ornaments, and made her 
less amiable, and consequently might extinguish his affec- 
tion, which was kindled by her beauty. So Glcmens 
Alcxandrinus understands it. (See lib. ii. Strom, p. 3Q3, 
399. and lib. iii. p. 456.) And many of the Hebrews arc 
of the same mind, that, these things were ordered to lessen 
his affection to her, by. making her appear less lovely in 
his eyes. (Sec Schickard's Mischpat Hammelech, cap. 5. 
Theor. 17. p. 134, 135.) But there are others who take 
this to have been a kind of purification, and cleansing her 
from her gentilism ; and a token of her becoming anew, 
woman, that she might be meet to be made his wife. 

And pare her nails.] This likewise was a piece of clean- 
liness and neatness. But they who are of the other opi- 
nion translate, the words, Let her, nails grow, as our mar- 
ginal translation hath it, and the Arabic, and Chaldec, and 
the Hebrew. doctors commonly understand it ; which was 
intended to make her look ugly, and to slack his love to her. 
At least, it was suitable to the. condition of a mourner, as 
she plainly was, it appears by the next verse. The Hebrew 
words, indeed (which t are, make her nails), arc dubious; 
from whence arose that dispute we find in the Talmud, 
between R. Eliezer, who expounds it pare her nails, to 
make them look handsome ; and R. Akiba, who expound^ 
it, let theni grow. The former reasons thus: The hair and 
the nails are to be used alike. Now her hair is plainly 
ordered to be cut ; and therefore so were her nails to be. 
But the other doctor turns it quite contrary: What was 
ordered about her hair, was to make her abominable; 
therefore this also was intended to make her appear ill- 
favoured. And, indeed, the Hebrew word being indifferent 
to cither sense, we must judge of the meaning by the cir- 
cumstances of the place : and here they seem to lead us 
to R. Akiba's interpretation; which Onkelos, a. most ju T 
dicious paraphrast, follows; and many, learned men in 
later times, particularly Schickard in the book before- 
mentioned, p. 134. and Martinus Gierus de Luctu Hebrae- 
orum, cap. 14. sect.5. * 

Ver. 13. And she shall put the raiment of her captivity 
fromoffher.] Her fine clothes, wherein they suppose her 
to have been taken captive ; instead of which she was to 
put on sordid apparel, which was the habit of mourners* 
This still tended to cool his love; the drift of these things 
being (as the Jews commonly think) to take away from her 
all that was inviting and tempting, that so such marriages 
might not be common among them. 

And shall remain in thy house.] Nor stir out of doors, but 
be retired; as persons in a mournful condition arc wont 
to be. 

And bewail her father and mother.] Who, perhaps, were 
killed in the war; or rather, whom she was likely to see no 
more. And this also the Jews suppose might help to abate 
his affection to her: sorrow and grief very much spoiling 
one's beauty. 

JLfidl month.] So long the Jews were allowed to bewail 
their dead relations, or at least those who were eminent, as 
they did Aaron and Moses. And here I cannot but ob- 
serve how Philo magnifies this constitution, and plainly 
shews he was of the opinion of R. Johannes beforemen- 
tioned, that this captive might not be touched till all these 
things were performed* Uaw kccXwc tKatrra Stara^afitvoQ, 
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(saith he, in his book *•*/>( ipiXavSpioTrtae, p. 545, &c.) 
*' Moses ordered every thing most excellently in this law: 
■first, in not letting the reins loose to men's desires, but re- 
straining them for thirty days. In which time, secondly, a 
trial was made of his love ; whether it was a furious ungo- 
vernable passion, or had something ofTeason in it, which 
<idA r ises us to do nothing suddenly, but after serious and 
long deliberation. And, thirdly, 9 E\eu tov alxfiaXwrov. 
This was a merciful law to the captive, that, if she were a 
virgin, she might bewail her unhappiness, in not being dis- 
posed of in marriage by her parents : if a widow, that she 
bad lost her first love, and was now to be married to one 
who would be her lord, as well as her husband." 

And after that.] Upon these words R.Johannes grounded 
bis opinion, that, till a full month was spent in the foremen- 
tioned ceremonies, he might cot lie with her. 

Thou shall go in mito her, and be her husband, cmd she 
"shall be thy wife.] If he continued, that is, to love her at 
the end of the month, and she was willing to embrace the 
Jewish religion, In which, while she remained retired in his 
house, she was instructed. For the Jewish doctors agree 
she was to be baptized, and not merely made a proselyte 
of the gate (i.e. renounce idolatry), otherwise he might not 
Inarry her. • And if she refused to embrace their religion 
entirely, Maimonides saith, they gave her a year's time to 
consider of it; at the end of which, if she remained still 
obstinate, they required her at least to observe the seven 
precepts of the sons of Noah, and so to become a pro- 
selyte of the gate ; otherwise she was to be slain. But 
though she -was so converted, no Jew might take her to 
wife; for such a marriage, Maimonides saith, was counted 
impious. 

Those Hebrew doctors who think a soldier might enjoy 
heronce, at the first taking her captive, have added another 
"conceit to this, viz. 'that there was not only this month's 
time allowed her to bewail'her parents, but that he was to 
stay two months more, before he might go in to her and be 
her husband, that he might see whether she were with child 
or not, by his first enjoyment of her. For if she were, a 
great difference was to be made between that child, and 
those she might have by him after marriage. Concerning 
which, see Selden, lib. v. de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 13. 
where he observes, they make Tamar, the daughter of David, 
an instance of this; whose mother being a captive, they 
suppose he lay with her as soon as she was taken, and had 
this issue by her ; but afterward she becoming a proselyte, 
he made her his wife, and she bare him Absalom. Whereby 
it came to pass, that there was not such a relation between 
her and the other sons of David by other women, but that 
it had been lawful for Amnon to have married her. 

But all this is judged by the famous Abarbinel (upon 
2 Sam. xiii.) to be very absurd; and neither believes that 
David would have committed such a fact, as to lie with a 
woman in her gentilism ; nor, if he had, that this child would 
have been looked upon as a gentile, since he afterward 
married her mother. And therefore he takes those words of 
Tamar, ver.13. "Speak to the king, and he will not with- 
hold *mo from thee/' to be a mere put-off, as we speak, to 
get rid of his company ; which Amnon understood very 
well, who, knowing he could not have her to wife, proceeded 
to force her. 
Ver.14. Audit shall be, if thou have no delight in her, 
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Ihm Ihoushalt lei her go whither she will] If at the month's 
<md, or before, his mind was changed, and he did not like 
to take her for Ms wife, then he might neither meddle with 
her any more (as the Hebrew doctors understand it), nor 
keep her any longer as a slave, nor sell her, or .make mer- 
chandize of her (as the text here expressly orders), but give 
;her liberty to go whither she iherself thought good. This 
ho lost, say the Jews, by his short pleasure he took at first. 
For other captives, w T hom a man had made himself master 
of, by the law of war, he might employ in his work as 
slaves, or make money of them ; but one whom he had lain 
with, she ^vas either to marry, or set her at liberty. This 
they ground upon the last words of this verse, which I shall 
shew may have another interpretation. And therefore I 
shall not insist upon their sense (which depends upon the 
same words), who think Moses speaks of hisaiot liking her 
after slie was become his wife, her humour, manners, and 
conversation, being disagreeable to him ; in which case he 
was to give her a .bill of .divorce, as he might do another 
wife, but not keep her as a slave. 

Because thou hast humbled Mr.] It must be acknow- 
ledged that this is an usual phrase, for having had carnal 
knowledge of a woman, as the Scripture modestly else- 
where speaks, in the like case. It signifies so in the very 
next»chapter of this book, Dent. xxii. 29. Judg. xix. 24. 
xx. 2. and many other places, where it is used for violence 
offered to a woman, which was the greatest affliction to 
her, ;as the Hebrew word properly signifies. From which 
I see no Teason w T hy we should depart in this place ; for 
it was sufficient affliction and humiliation to a captive 
woman (as'Carpzovius observes, in his annotations upon 
Schickard's book, which I have so often named), that, after 
she had been brought into a soldier's house, and kept 
there a month, having her head shaved, garments changed, 
&c. in hope of marriage, she was rejected at last, when it 
should have been consummated. And thus Abarbinel here 
understands the word humbled, not of .his lying with her, 
but of all the forementioned conditions, which were im- 
posed upon her as a preparation for his bed, and of her 
disappointment after she had submitted to be baptized. 
And, indeed, the Hebrew word denotes any sort of afflic- 
tion. (See Exod. i. 11. Psal. Ixxxviii. 8. Ixxxix. 23. 
xc. 15. xciv. 5, &c.) 

Ver. 15. If a man have two wives, one beloved, and 
another hated.] That is, less loved; as the word hated 
sometimes signifies, Gen. xxix. 31. Matt. vi. 24. R. So- 
lomon thinks that this case follows the other, because it 
might so happen, that, if a man suffered himself to be car- 
ried with too violent a passion towards such a woman m 
is beforementioned, it might turn into hatred, wiien he 
found her not to be agreeable to him. 

And they have borne him children, both the beloved and 
the hated.] Towards which it was likely he would be af- 
fected very differently, as he was to his wives. 

And if the first-bom son be hers that -was hated.] As it 
fell out in the case of Leah and Rachel. 

Ver. 10. Tlien it shall be when he via Ices his sons to in- 
herit that which he hath, that he may not make the son of 
tlie beloved first-born, &c] lie speaks of sons ; for daugh- 
ters were not to have a double portion. And he speaks 
of sons (as the Jows will have it) born before the death of 
their father; to whom he divided his inheritance, Pora 
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posthumous son had not a double portion, asthe'Gemara 
uponiBathra saith. (See Selden de Successionibus, cap. 7. 
p.;29.) 

IVer. 17. But he shall acknowledge the son of the hated 
for -tlue first-born.] Which had his first love, and was to 
enjoy the effects of it 

By giving him a double portion .of all that he hath.] Of 
all that he was in possession of when he died ; but not of 
that which was his in reversion .after ihis death; as Mr. 
Selden shews the opinion of »the Jewish lawyers is, lib. 
de-Success, cap. G.-p. 24. 

For he isihe beginning of his strength.] See Gen..xlix. 1. 

The right of the firft-born is his.] By a very ancient cus- 
tom, antecedent to the law>*which made the>first-born the 
head of the family, and .gave him as much more as any of 
his brethren of the estate belonging to it, that he might be 
able to imaintain and support the dignity of it, (Gen. xxv. 
31.) But if there was no son, and the inheritance was to 
be divided among daughters, the eldest daughter hadrhot a 
double share of the estate; as Mr. Selden shews in the 
same book, cap. 8. 

Ver. 18. If a man have a stubborn and rebellious son.] 
By a stubborn son, the Jews understand one that will not 
do as heus bidden, and by ^rebellious, one that doth what 
he is forbidden. And they imagine this law is annexedto 
the foregoing, about the marriage of a soldier to a captive 
woman, because the issue of such marriages commonly 
proved refractory, or at least gave their parents great 
trouble. So Schickard observes out of Tanchuma. And 
they*confinn it by an example .out of Scripture, viz. the 
two children of .David, Absalom and TamaT, who were 
both born of a captive woman, made a proselyte: the 
former of which conspired the death of his father; and 
the -other being ravished by Amnon, was the occasion of 
the -death of some of her brethren. ,(Mischpat Hamnue- 
lech, cap. 5. Theor. 17.) 

Which will not obey the voice of his father, or the voice 
of his mother.] Behaved himself not only undutifully, but 
crossly to them; and with such contempt of their authority, 
as argued he had not only lost all filial affection and .rever- 
ence to them, but would, if he could, undo them. 

And that, when they have chastened him, will not hearken 
unto them.] Is never the better for admonitions, reprehen- 
sions, and corrections, which they were bound to give him. 

Ver. 19. TJien shall his father and his mother lay hold of 
him.] It is absurd to say, as. the Hebrew doctors do (in 
their qualifications of this law), that his parents were with 
their own hands to apprehend him, and bring him before | 
the court; though it seems reasonable enough, that both 
father and mother should agree in the complaint against 
him, and desire officers might be sent to lay hold of him. 
In which one cannot well suppose that they would consent 
to have such a punishment as follows inflicted upon him, 
unless he were intolerable. 
• And bring him untothe elders of his city.] Who were to 
examine the proofs, and accordingly to pass sentence upon 
him. Concerning these elders, sec ver. 3, 4. 

Andunto die gate ofhisplace.] Where the court of judg- 
ment was wont to sit. (See xvi. 18.) The paternal power 
among the ancient Romans was so great, that they might 
put their children to death, as they did their slaves, with- 
out any process before a magistrate. And this some have ; 



taken to be a natural right ; and imagined God would not. 
have commanded Abraham (o kill his son, but that it was 
a partof his inherent power. However this bq, they were 
not thought fit to be long entrusted with it; for God here 
orders, by Moses, that it should be committed to the public 
judges, as the most disinterested persons. 

Ver. 20. And they shall say unto the elders of his city.] 
This seems to intimate the authority of parents was still so 
.preserved, that their testimony alone was sufficient to con- 
vict a rebellious son, without any further proof. The 
Hebrew doctors, indeed, are of another mind, as I shall 
shew >in the explication of what follows. 

This our son is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey 
our voice.] This is to be understood, say they, of a son that 
was no ldss than thirteen years old and a day ; and so might 
be presumed to know his duty, and to be capable of being 
governed by counsel and good advice; and this is reason- 
able enough: but what they say concerning the time when 
he became his own man is monstrously absurd. (See Sel- 
den, lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 13. p. 559, 560;) What they 
say of a daughter, not to be comprehended under this law, 
may be admitted, because she was not capable to do so 
much mischief in a family as a rebellious son. 

He is a glutton and a drunkard.] These sins are no where 
.made capital by the law of Mosos, but when they were ac- 
companied with rebellious disobedience to parents, who 
were to bring witnesses, as the Hebrew doctors say, that- 
this son had stolen some of their goods, and sold Ihcm, that 
;he might spend the money in these vices ; under which 
others' are comprehended, which usually attend them ; and 
that he had done this, after he had been admonished and 
chastised : so that he was not to be punished as this law at 
last prescribes, till he was grown incorrigible. For, they 
say, the court was first to order him to be whipped, and 
vnot lo proceed further till, upon a new complaint, it was 
proved that he had run into the same riotous courses since 
that punishment. Then, upon this second testimony (as 
they call it), the court gave sentence against him, that he 
should be stoned to death, unless the parents, before the 
sentence was pronounced, said they gave him their pardon. 
There are a gTeat many little niceties about the quantity of 
meat and wine that he ate and drank, and other matters; 
with which I do not think fit to trouble the reader. 

Ver .'21. And all the men of his city shall stone him with 
stones, that he die.] This is such a severe sentence, that it 
inclines me to think, the parents looked upon such a son 
as so debauched, that he would not only spend all their es- 
tate, if he had it, but was inclined to kill them, that he might 
get it into his own hands. For the sentence of death is de- 
nounced, elsewhere, against one that struck his father or 
-mother, (Exod. xxi. 15.) or that cursed them, (ver. 17.) It 
is not said, indeed, he should be stoned, but put to death; 
which they interpret of strangling; this punishment of ston- 
ing being appointed for idolaters and blasphemers of God ; 
next to whom parents are to be reverenced, being in God's 
place, with respect to their children. (See upon the fifth 
commandment.) And therefore other nations were very se- 
vere in their punishment of such children as are here de- 
scribed; and particularly the Romans, after the power was 
taken from parents to sell them, or put them to death, and 
the censure of them committed to the magistrates. (See 
Hen. Stephen, in his Pontes et Rivi Juris Civilis, p.18.) And 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



742 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap. XXI. 



among the Athenians, Lysias saith (in his oration against 
Agoratus), He that beats his parents, or did not maintain 
them, and provide a habitation for them, when they were in 
want, afro'c t<m Oavari { ) ZnfxtuSfjvat, deserved to be put to 
death. The law indeed did not inflict that punishment, but 
only said, ur</*oc i<nw, let him be infamous; that is, as they 
expound it, ho might not come into the public assemblies, 
nor enter into their temples, nor wear a crown in their pub- 
lic festivals; and if any such persons presumed so to do, 
they were brought before the magistrates, who set a fine 
upon their heads, and committed them to prison till they 
paid it. (Sec Sam. Petitus, in his Commentary upon the 
Attic Laws, lib. ii. tit. 4. p. 163.) No wonder therefore 
Moses ordained this punishment, when a son was come to 
such a dcgrce'of profligate wickedness, that he endeavoured 
to undo his parents. Which some states have thought fit 
to follow in these latter ages : for David Chytraeus saith, he 
himself saw an example of this severity at Zurich, in the 
year ono thousand five hundred and fifty; where a disobe- 
dient son was beheaded, who had cursed his mother, and 
•beaten her. 

So shalt thou put evil away from among you; and all 
Israel shall hear, and fear.] See concerning this before 
mpon xix. 20. 

: Vcr. 22. If a man have committed a sin worthy of death, 
and he be put to death.] There were several sorts of capi- 
tal punishments; viz. strangling, burning, cutting off by the 
sword, and stoning. Now the Hebrew doctors limit this 
unto such offenders as were stoned ; of which punishment 
he speaks in the foregoing verse. But there being eighteen 
sorts of offenders, who were to be sentenced to this death, 
they put a further limitation upon these words; their tradi- 
tion being, as they tell us, the sin worthy of death (or ston- 
ing) is only idolatry or blasphemy. So we read in the 
Sanhedrin, cap. G. sect. 4. "All that were stoned were also 
hanged, according to the opinion of It. Eliezcr: but the 
wise men say none were hanged but the idolater and blas- 
phemer." And they add there, that only mcn,notwomcn, 
•were -thus used; for which I can see no reason, but the 
sticking to the mere letter of these words ; as if the word 
man did not comprehend .both sexes. 

But if we examine the Scripture, we shall find this not to 
be true (that no men were hanged but they that were 
stoned), for the king of Ai was hanged, (Jo$h. viii. 29.) and 
-five kings more, (x. 26.) and tlioy were not hanged because 
-they were blasphemers or idolaters (for then all the rest of 
the Canaanitcs should have beenso treated), but because 
'they were such enemies of God, as had rebelliously with- 
stood the gracious summons of surrender. And there are 
other examples also which confute this; as, the two trai- 
tors that murdered Ish-boshcth, (2 Sara, iv.12.) and the five 
.sons of Saul, (2 Sam. xxi. 9.) Jt is more probable, there- 
fore, that all those whom the judges thought to be such 
great offenders, that it was fit to make them very public 
^examples, "were hanged up after they had suffered the pu- 
nishment *of death, to which they were sentenced. This 
-seems to be denoted in the word chatta, which signifies 
•sometimes a very great crime, as appears from Hosca xii. 
8. where he speaks of iniquity, which is sin: not as if all 
iniquity were not si?i; but some acts of iniquity were nqt 
so heinous, as to be called by that name. 

And thou hang him.'] After Jie had been put to death, as 



appears by the foregoing words, which speak of his being 
put to death before this suspension : which shews that this 
punishment was not the same with the Roman crucifixion 
(as Baroniiis, Sigonius, Lipsius, and others, have mistaken), 
for they hanged men alive upon the gibbet; whereby they 
expired before they were taken down: but this was only 
hanging up their bodies after they were dead, and exposing 
them to open shame for a time. 

On a tree.] On a piece of timber (saith the Sanhedrin) 
. struck into the ground ; out of which came a beam, where- 
unto his hands were tied, as they tell us in the place be- 
forcmentioned : and so Schickard, in his Mischpat Ham- 
melech, cap. 4. Thcor. 14. So that his body hung in such 
a posture as crucified men did. 

Ver. 23. His body shall not remain all night upon the 
tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day.] This is 
excellently interpreted byJosephus, lib.iv.Archxol. cap. 8. 
Mdvag^ oXrjgryjg njuiipag tig Se'ovtwv airavrvjv, SairrlaSu) vvicrog. 
Having remained the whole day a spectacle unto all, he was 
to be buried at night : for as soon as the sun went down, the 
body also was taken down. Examples of which we have 
in the book of Joshua, viii. 29. x. 26, 27. In which he is 
far more sincere than their rabbins, who say the law was 
satisfied if they hanged up the body just before the setting 
of the sun, and presently after took it down again: which 
exposition seems to have been contrived in favour of their 
countrymen; for only Israelites, they confess, were to be 
thus exposed, not proselytes of the gate, as Mr. Selden ob- 
serves, lib. ii. de Jure Nat. et Gent. &c. cap. 12. 

For he that is hanged is accursed of God.] The Jews 
interpret this clause, as if the meaning were, ho was hanged 
because he blasphemed God. So Onkclos himself, and the 
Samaritan versions, with those of the Spanish and Mauri- 
tanian Jews, as Selden observes, lib.ii. dc Synedr. cap. 13. 
n. 4. and Hottinger, in his Smegma Oricntale, p. 96, 97. * 
But though this be a common opinion among the Hebrew 
doctors, yet the LXX. have taken the sense right, "0™ 
KiKarripauivog virb Owv irag Kptjuiautvog iiri £vXov. Cursed of 
God is every one that is hanged on a tree. And so St. Paul, 
Galat. iii. with very little difference. For they observed 
what those doctors did not, that Moses doth not here give 
a reason why the man was hanged up, but why he was to 
be taken down from the gallows. Now what consequence 
is there in this, Let him be taken down, and buried, because 
he cursed God? Every one sees that (though the word 
cursed should be taken in an active sense) this is not a 
right interpretation of these words : for though it had been 
good sense to have said, Let him be hanged, because he t 
cursed God; yet not let him be taken down for that reason. 
Now such persons are hero said to be accursed of God, 
not because they were hanged up, but because of their sin, 
which deserved they should be thus exposed. So St. Jerome 
upon Galatiaus iii. *" Non idco malcdictus quia pendet, 
sed idco pendet quia maledictus:" he was not accursed be- 
cause lie teas hanged; but he was therefore hanged became 
he was accursed : hanging up being a token that the man 
had committed a horrid crime, whereby lie had incurred 
the high displeasure of Almighty God. So that every one 
who saw him hang on that fashion was to think with him- 
self, This man was under the cutsc of God, because of 
his sin; and unless he had undergone this curse, he could 
not .have been buried, and put into the condition of othejr 
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men. But when he had undergone it for his sin, then it 
had been a sin in the people not to have taken him down, 
or prolonged his suspension longer than God imposed this 
curse upon him. And the land had been defiled, if, after 
this suffering which God had appointed, they had not 
buried him. To this purpose Abarbinel, who refutes se- 
veral other accounts of this matter, particularly, that of 
Sol. Jarchi, who thinks he was not to hang longer than till 
the evening, because it would have freen a dishonour to 
the Sovereign &f the world, after whose image man was 
made. This is followed by many, and even by Grotius 
himself, who gives no other reason of it, in his book de 
Jure Belli et Pacis, lib. ii. cap. 19. sect. 4. But .this is a 
reason, as Abarbinel notes* why he should not have been 
hanged up at all. It may be also usefully noted further, 
that they say in the tract called Sanhedrin, that not only 
the malefactor, but all the instruments of punishment, were 
to be buried at the going down of the sun. Even the tree 
itself, upon which he was hanged, was to be buried, "that 
no memory of so foul a thing might be left in the world; 
nor any might say, Behold, this was the tree upon which 
such a one was hanged." 

That the land be not defiled which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee.] By the stench of the body, after it petrified, as 
the same Abarbinel expounds it, who observes, that the 
dead body of no creature corrupts and stinks sooner than 
that of a man, which is exceeding offensive to the living. 
For which cause, saith he, the book Siphri determines, not 
only that all malefactors should be buried as soon as the 
law" here orders (that they might not imitate the manners 
of the Egyptians and Philistines, and such-like people, who 
let bodies rot in the air after they w : ere hanged up), but.that 
every man should bury his dead the same day they died, 
or be deemed to have transgressed a negative precept ; 
which may pass for a very good natural reason of it: but 
there is something more in it, respecting a legal pollution, 
under which their whole country lay, as long as an accursed 
thing hung openly among them; just as all that entered" 
into the tent where a dead body lay, and all that was in it, 
were made unclean by it, (Numb. xix. 14, 1 5.) Upon which 
score St. Paul might well apply this passage to Christ cru- 
cified for us; not only because he bare our sins, and was 
put to death, and exposed to such shame as these sinners 
were, who were accursed of God ; but was also taken down 
in the evening, in token now the guilt was removed ; as the ■ 
curse upon the man that was hanged ended at the going 
down of the sun ; and as the land of Israel was pure and 
clean, after the dead body was taken down and buried, 
with the tree upon which it was hanged. Joh. Coch hath 
well explained this, in his notes upon the. Sanhedrin, cap. 
G. sect. 5. whose sense in short is this : As our. blessed Sa- 
vionr, whilk he hung upon the cross, was made a curse, and 
an execration; so, when, according to the law, he was taken 
down and buried, both he ceased to be a curse, and all they 
that are his. 

CHAP. XXII. 

Ver. 1. JL HOUshalt not see thy brother's ox or his sheep 
go astray, and hide thyself from them.] They were not to 
turn away their face, as if they did not see them, and so 
neglect them. And by brother is to be understood, not 



only an Israelite, but any man that lived among them ; this 
being a matter of common right, and extended to their 
enemies as well as their friends, (Exod. xxiii.4.) 

Thou shall in any case bring them again to thy brother.] 
Not merely give notice to the owner where he saw them, 
but take care himself to bring them back, that they might 
not go further astray, and perhaps be quite lost, before the 
owner could have notice of them. This and many that 
follow are precepts of humanity, and care of each other's 
welfare, without which society could not be preserved. 

Ver. 2. And if thy brother be not nigh thee, or thou know 
him not; then thou shall bring it to thine own house.] And 
preserve it there, till he could send to him, or find who the . 
owner was. 

And it shall be ivith thee until thy brother seek after it.] 
He was to give notice, by the public crier, that such a 
beast was with him, and that, as the Jews say, three or. 
four times, that the owner might seek after it. But here 
they are pleased to make a distinction: that they were to ; 
do this, if there were marks upon the beast; but if there 
were none, they were not bound to cry it: which doth not 
seem to be reasonable. (See Selden, lib. vi. de Jure Nat. 
• et Gent. cap. 4.) 

And thou shall restore it to him again.] He paying the 
charges of keeping it, from the time it was brought to his 
house till its being restored. But if nobody could prove. 
a right in the beasts that were lost, they became his who 
found them, and he might lawfully keep them ; for no other; 
owner appearing, they were his that was in present posses- 
sion of them, who did very piously, if he gave the value of 
them to the poor (and so the law was in many places); 
but he was an honest owner of them, if he kept them to • 
himself; as Grotius observes, lib. ii. de Jure Belli et 
Pacis, cap. 10. sect. 11. 

Ver. 3. In like manner shall thou do with his ass, and so 
shall thou do with his raiment, and with all f lost things, &c] 
In all other cases of like nature, the same law was to be 
observed. 

Thou may est not hide thyself.] Pass them by with neglect, 
or pretend they did not see them. - 

Ver. 4. Thou shall not see thy brothers ass or his ox fall 
down by the way, and hide thyself front them.] Turn away, 
as if they did not see the danger they were in. 

Thon shall surely help him to lift them up againJ] This 
hath been explained upon Exod. xxiii. 5» I shall only add 
here a famous example of this soTt of piety, in Alphonsus 
king of Naples; who, travelling upon the road, attended 
by : a great number of courtiers, and seeing a poor ass with 
a burden fallen into a deep slough (whom all that went 
before him passed by without any regard), when he came 
to the place, stopped, and went himself to the driver, and 
lent him assistance to help the ass out of the dirt. So 
David Chytraeus upon this place. 

Ver. 5. The woman shall not ivear that tvhich pertaineth 
unto a man, neither shall a man put on a tooman's garment : 
for all that do so are abomination unto the Lord thy God.] 
The last words of this place plainly indicate, that it was an 
idolatrous custom, which is here prohibited. For Moses 
and the prophets are wont to speak in these terms of utmost 
abhorrence concerning such matters. And nothing was 
more common among the heathen, than for men, in the 
worship of several of their gods, to put on the garments 
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usually worn by women, and women those worn by men ; 
particularly in Iho worship of Venus', women appeared 
before her in- armour, and men in women's apparel. And 
thus the words literally run hero in the Hebrew;' Women 
shall not put on the armour of a* man (so the word cell fre- 
quently signifies armour, as well as other sorts of instru- 
ments), nor a man (frrokrjv the LXX. translate it) the stole 
of a woman. (See Selden, Syntag. ii. de Diis^Syris, cap. 4.) 
And thus Maimonides saith he found this precept in an old 
magical book, that men ought to stand before the star of 
Venus in the flowered garment of women, and women put 
on the armour of men before the star of Mars. (More Nevo- 
chim, par. iii. cap. 37.) Servius also, upon the secQnd book, 
of iEneids, mentions a statue of Venus at Cyprus (in 
which island were anciently many colonies of Phoenicians), 
to whom the women sacrificed in men's garments, and the 
men in women's. Many other nations did the same. (See 
I. Ger. Vossius, lib. ii. dc Orig. et Progr. Idol. cap. 27. 
81. but especially our learned Dr. Spencer, lib. ii. cap. 17. 
sect. 1, &c.) • 

But setting aside all this, every one knows, that if there 
were no distinction of sexes made by their habits, it would : 
open a door to all manner of impurity; for which reason, 
if there were no other, this law was very wise and pious. 

Ver. ii. If a bird's-nest chance to be before thee in the 
ivay in any tree, or on the ground, &c] By this place, 
imong others, (particularly Psal. viii. 8.) it appears the 
word tsippor signifies all kinds of birds, and not only the 
smaller sort, as- some have imagined, but he seems particu- 
larly tp speak of clean birds, such as it was lawful for them- 
to cat. y And this precept seems to have been given, to 
breed in the Jews a sense of a Divine Providence, extend- 
ing itself to all creatures, and to teach them to exercise 
their dominion over them without any kind of cruelty. 

Thou shall not lake the dam with the young.] R. Mena- 
chem, mentioned both by Drusius and Bochartus, was of 
opinion, that it is not pity towards birds which is intended 
in this law, but kindness to mankind ; whom God intended 
by this usage, of other creatures, to form unto gentleness 
and commiseration towards one another. But others, I 
think, have more truly determined, that this is a merciful 
constitution, with respect to birds as well as men ; it being 
a sufficient affliction, as Maimonides calls it, to the old one 
io lose her young; it being unreasonable also that men 
should consider only their own present interest without 
regard to posterity, to whom the breed ought to be con- 
tinued, by letting the old one go free. Unto which those 
verses, commonly ascribed to Phocylides, have respect: 

MijSc rig opvt^ac KaXing afia irairac cXla&w, 
Mrjrlpa 8' k-n-poXiVyc, tv ?xyc ^oXi rfjc t| vtorrovg. 

i. e. Let no man take all the birds together out of a nest; 
but let the mother go, that thou mayest have young ones 
again of her. 

• Ver. 7. Thou shall in any wise let the dam go, and take 
the young to thee.'] For there is a great deal of ill-natme 
in it, to take* away the liberty and the life of any creature, 
from whom we -have received a benefit; as Bonfrcrius 
glosses upon these words. 

That it may be well ivith thee, and that thou mayest pro- j 
long thy days.] Some of the Jews, from these words, have 
fancied, that the observation of this single precept was of f 



such great value, as' to procure for them even forgiveness 
of sins, and a long life ; which is such a foolish conceit, 
that it makes all other precepts unnecessary. The plain 
meaning is, that God would reward them for their kind 
usage even of brute creatures, if other virtues were not 
wanting, such as charity towards their poor neighbours. 
And so the Mischna, in the conclusion of the tract called 
Cholin, discourses very well : " If in a light precept con-: 
cerning a thing which is scarce worth a farthing, the law 
says, That it may be well with, thee, and thou mayest pro- 
long thy days; how much more may this be expected in 
the weightier things of the law?" 

Ver. 8. When thou buildest a new house, then thou shalt 
make a battlement for thy roof] The Jews, I think, are a 
little too curious, in setting a mark upon the word thy, fan- 
cying, he saith, not simply the roof, but thy roof, to except 
the temple, and the synagogues, and schools, from this rule ; 
which were no private manV house, but belonged to the 
whole congregation. They say, indeed, the temple had 
battlements; but not for necessity, but for ornament, be- 
cause the roof of the temple was not flat, as the roof of 
another house was; for nobody walked upon the temple, 
as they did upon their own houses, to take the air, and dis- 
course together, or to meditate and pray (in little closets 
they had there), which made it necessary to have these bat- 
tlements, of three foot and a half high (as the Jews say), to 
prevent any man's falling down, when he did not attend, 
but was thinking of some other thing. (See Constant. 
L'Etnpereur, in his annotations on Codex Middoth, p. 1G0.) 

That the roofs of their houses were flat, which was the 
ground of this precept, we have many proofs in the Scrip- 
ture. For hither Rahab brought the spies; and covered 
them with tho stalks of flax, which she laid upon them, 
(Josh. ii. 6.) Here Samuel communed with Saul, upon the 
top of the house, (1 Sam. ix. 25.) David also was walking 
upon the roof of his palace, when he saw Bath-sheba wash- 
ing herself, (2 Sam. xi.2.) And in the same place Absalom 
caused a tent to be spread, that he might go in to his fa- 
ther's concubines in the sight of all Israel, (xvi. 22. see 
also Isa. xv. 3. xxii. 1. and in the New Testament, Acts 
x. 9.) Nor was it the manner of the Hebrews only, but of 
the Greeks and Romans also, to make the roofs pf their 
houses so that they might walk upon them ; and stand there 
to see any public show, or take the air ; as Is. Casaubon 
shews, in a multitude of instances, lib. iv. in Athenaeum, 
cap.. 12. where he observes also out of Pliny and Seneca, 
that the Roman houses wanted these battlements, which 
Moses here ordered in this law\ By all which wc may 
easily understand those places in the gospel, that speak of 
proclaiming these things on the house-top, &c. (Matt, x, 
27. Luke v. 19.) 

TJiat thou bring not blood upo?t thine house, if any man 
fall from thence.] And be killed by the fall. For his neg- 
lect being the causoof his death, it made him guilty before 
God of his blood, and liable to be punished by the judges 
for slighting so profitable an institution as this is: which 
the Jews extend to a studious care about every thing that 
might bring a man's life in danger. For example's sake : 
they might not keep a, mad dog, nor set up a broken lad- 
der in their house, &c. as I/Empereur observes upon Bava- 
kama, cap. 5. 

Ver. 9. Thou shall 7iot sow thy vineyard with divers 
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seeds.] What he had said concerning their fields, Lev. 
xix. 19. he now says of their vineyards, which they were 
not to sow with seeds of a diverse kind: for this was an 
idolatrous custom, ns the reason given against it plainly 
shews. This Maimouides saith he found in a book of the 
Zabii, and in one rabbi Josiah, who taught, that " these 
three things, wheat, barley, and grapes dried in the sun, 
should be sown together in the ground with one and the 
same cast of the hand:" which was so senseless a thing, 
that he could liot but think they learnt it from the w r ays of 
the Amorites, as his words are, that is, from the wicked 
idolaters of the country to which the Israelites were going. 
For wheat being sown properly at one season of the year, 
and barley at another, and' a vineyard being an improper 
place for the growth of either of them, this custom could 
not have its original either from God or from man, but 
from the devil, the author of confusion, who taught them 
this uncouth rite, in honour of Ceres, perhaps, and Bac- 
chus, whom they joined in the same act of worship. ■ 

Lest the fruit of thy seed which thou hast sown, and the 
fruit of thy vineyard, be defiled.] If the Israelites had fol- 
lowed this custom, it would have made both the corn and 
the grapes that sprung up from such seed impure, be- 
cause polluted by idolatry 9 the very smell of which God 
would not have to remain among the Israelites, as Maimo- 
nides speaks in his More Nevochim, par, iii. cap. 37. (See 
Dr. Spencer, in his very learned work de Leg, Ritual. 
Hebr. lib. ii. cap. 18.) Every one also knows, that it was 
unlawful for the Israelites to eat any of the fruits of the 
earth, till the first-fruits of them had been offered unto 
God; which would not have been accepted by him of such 
things as these, that were expressly forbidden by his law; 
and consequently the whole crop became unclean to them, 
and might not be used by them., 

Ver. 10. Thou shall not plough with an ox and an ass 
together.] Lest that law should be violated which we read 
Lev. xix. 19. *' Thou shalt not let thy cattle gender with a 
diver.se kind/' So some give the reason of it; even Maimo- 
monides, in the book foremeutioned, pan iii. cap. 49, But 
it seems also to have respect to those magical rites of the 
idolatrous nations in those countries; who thought their 
fields would be more fruitful, if, according to some direc- 
tions which had been given by their gods, they were thus* 
ploughed. For one cannot well think that men, of them- 
selves, would join together two creatures so different in 
their temper and motions, to draw in the same yoke, if they 
had not been led to it by some superstition or other. For 
their.strength is unequal, as Aben Ezra here observes, " the 
strength of an ass is not as the strength of an ox." Whence 
it was that Ulysses, to make it be believed that he was 
mad, joined a horse and an ass to plough: and Homer, 
Odyss. 5. would have oxen laoipopovg, joined together; that 
is, tawc fyipovrag kcw XXkovtoc, equally bearing and drawing', 
as Bochart observes the scholiast there glosses. 

The Jews commonly think this law extends to all other 
creatures of different spocies, ^which might not be yoked 
together. But some understand it so, that they might join 
several kinds together; provided one was not unclean, and 
the other clean. Baai-Hatturirn finds this mystery in this 
prohibition, That the .righteous ought to have no society 
with the wicked. And there are those who think the apostle 
alludes to this, when he saith, ,(2 Cor. vi. 14.), Mfj yivzoQs 
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' tTtpoZvyovvTBG aViVrotCj Be not unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers; which Bochart himself thinks not im- 
probable. (See Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 13. aj:d 
cap. 40. p. 401. where there are other reasons of this 
precept.) 

Ver. 11. Thou shalt not wear a garment of divers sorts, 
as of woollen and linen together.] The ancients think God 
intended hereby to teach his people simplicity in their man- 
ners. (See Bochart, in the same book, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 
45* p. 491.) But there was something farther in it, as Ihave 
observed upon Lev.. xix. 19. to which I refer the reader." 
And shall only add here, that the Jews carried this so far, 
as not to sew a woollen garment with linen thread; nor on 
the contrary. 

Ver. 12. Thou shalt make thee fringes^] What these were, 
is sufficiently explained upon Numb. x v. 38, 39. (See there.) 

Upon the four quarters of thy vesture.] They wore long 
garments in those countries, as most people do still at this 
day. And I suppose the garments of the Jews had usually. 
four skirts : but perchance they sometimes had more or 
fewer than four; and, in this case, if they had but three,: 
their doctors have resolved they wete not bound to. make 
any fringes for them; but, if they had five or six, they were 
bound to annex them to the four most remote quarters, in 
which the intermediate were included. But this is a very, 
unreasonable subtilty ; the intention. of the law being, that 
they might be put in remembrance of God's command- 
ments by these fringes, which therefore were to be worn in 
the skirts of their garments, though they had been divided 
into no wings or quarters at all. 

. WJierewith thou covewst thyself] Which they commonly 
wore: and it- seems to , signify the uppermost garment, 
which covered all the rest, and was most seen; whereby 
they were distinguished from the people of other nations : 
for that was one end of these fringes, to .be a distinctive 
mark that they were of the Jewish religion. And therefore, 
I do not see any reason in the determination of their doc- 
tors, who say, women-servants and little children were not 
bound to wear fringes : for though little children could not 
think of the commandments of God, yet it .was fit they, 
should wear the note of their religion. . There is no reason, m 
neither in their resolution, when they say, that .if women: 
and servants (who were bound as much as others toobserve- 
the laws of God) would wear fringes, though they were not 
obliged by their constitutions, yet they might not put themt * 
on with the common form of benediction which they used.; 
But I think they observe rightly enough, that these fringes., 
were so peculiar to the Jews, that the Samaritans, though 
acquainted with the law, did not wear them. Nor do the, 
Jews themselves at this day use them upon their upper, 
garments for that being no longer four-cornered (because, 
it made them a laughing-stock), they wear only under their, 
Other garments a kind of square frock, with the aforesaid: 
tassels or pendants fastened to it; (as Leo Modena relates" 
in his History of the Jews, par. i. chap. 5.) Only in their, 
synagogues or schools, at morning prayer, every man puts 
over his head a square woollen garment, with the tassels 
fastened at each corner, which they call tdlith. Concerning, 
which Bartoloccius,inhis late Rabbinical Lexicon, torn, i; 
hath a long dissertation, p. 576, &c. 

Ver. 13. If a man take a ivife, and go in unto lier.] Have 
carnal knowledge of her. : ^ 
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i And hate her.] Do not like her ; but is desirous to be rid 
of her. 

Ver. 14. And give occasion of speech against her.] Tho 
LXX. translate it imQ$ avry TrpotpavriKovg \6yovg, lay to her 
charge such things (fox so words sometimes signify) as are 
opprobrious. 

And bring up an evil name upon her J] Or, as the Hebrew 
words are, bring forth a name of evil, or infamy: which 
signifies, as Mr. Selden observes, (lib. iii. Uxor. Hcbr. 
cap. 1. p. 321.) the action itself, which he brought against 
her in the court of judgment. This appears from the words 
following. 

And say, I took this woman, and when I came to her, I 
found her not a maid-] This was the form wherein the, 
action was laid against her (as the same Selden there ob- 
serves), in these words, as the Jews say ; " Having lain 
with this young woman, not of full age, as her husband, I 
found not in her the tokens of virginity ;. and making in- 
quisition into the matter, it appears to me that she hath 
been guilty of adultery, after I had espoused her : and these, 
are eye-witnesses of Kcr guilt." 

. Ver. 15. Then shall the father and the mother of the 
damsel take and bring.forth the tokens of the damsel's vir- 
ginity.] If the accusation, as they say, was to be made 
good by witnesses of her adultery, then her defence was to 
be made, no doubt, by, contrary witnesses, who endea- 
voured to disprove the testimony which. was brought against 
her. For so they are constrained to interpret the words we. 
translate tokens of her virginity; as I shall shew upon 
ver. 17. The Hebrews have many nice subtilties about the 
word damsel, with which I shall not trouble the reader. 
(See Selden, in the forcnamed place, lib. iii. Uxor. Hebr. 
cap. 1.) 

. Unto the elders of the city.] The court consisting of 
twenty-three judges; who had the cognizance of common, 
capital, and penal causes, in every city. 

In the gate.] Where the court sat, as. I observed before 
uponxvi. 18.. And this may be added to what I noted 
there, that by this may be explained those words in the 
book of Job, v. ,4- concerning the children of the wicked, 
that they are crushed in.thz gate, i. e. lose their cruise, and 
are condemned in the court .of judgment, and those of the 
wise man, Prov..xxii. 22. Oppress not the afflicted in the 
gate r i.e. do him justice, and not let bim be overthrown, 
because he wants money to .defend his cause. This ap-5 
pears to be the sense from the, very next words, (ver. 23.) 
For the Lord will plead their cause, &c- 

Ver. 1G. And the damsel's father, sltall say. unto the 
elders, I gave. my daughter unto this man to wife.] The 
Jews say, the mother had no power to espouse her daughter, 
hut the father only, before she was of ogc. Mischna 
Sotac, cap. 3. sect. 8. where Wagenseil. notes, that the 
mother, and brethren also, had some power in this matter; 
but such, that the daughter, within a time limited, might 
make the contractvoid.. 

And he hateth her.] Hath no affection which a husband 
ought to have to a wife. If she had no parents alive, the 
judges appointed her a guardian: and Josephus saith the. 
next of kin were to patronize her, as if they had beeriher 
parents. 

Ver. 17.., Andy lo! he hath given occasion of speech 
against her.] Sec ver. 14. He doth not add what there 



follows, and brought up an evil name upon her (i. e. ac- 
cused her publicly before you of adultery), because it is 
sufficiently comprehended in this. 

Saying, I found not thy daughter a maid.] As such and 
such give evidence. 

And yet these are the tokens of my daughter's virginity.] 
I have good witnesses to the contrary; which are here 
ready to be produced before the court, to disprove the 
former testimony. 

And they.] That is, tho witnesses which the father pro- 
duces. 

Shall spread the cloth before the elders of the city.] Though 
such tokens of virginity, as are commonly understood by 
these words, might always be found in those countries 
(being very consonant to the opinion of the chiefest Ara- 
bian physicians, as Mr. Selden observes out of Avicenna, 
and of the Africans and other people at this day, as many 
authors testify, see Joh. Geusius de Victimis Humanis, 
par. i. cap. 9. and par. ii. cap. 2. and Wierus L. Medica- 
rum Observationem, sect, de Hymene), especially in such 
virgins as the Jews say were here meant, who were under 
thirteen years of age; and though all that some physicians 
and lawyers in these parts. of the world have said to the 
contrary is of no consideration; yet there are weighty rea- 
sons to incline us to think, that no man of common sense 
would bring such an action against his wife, wherein 
he, was sure to be cast, whether his cause was right or 
wrong, if these were the evidences whereby. it was to be 
tried. For if he accused her falsely, ho knew her friends 
were able to produce the sheet wherein they lay when they 
were married, with such tokens upon it as would disprove 
him, and render him guilty of defamation.- And if he had 
a just ground to accuse her, because he knew they could 
produce no such tokens; yet this was no proof she had 
been vitiated since sho was espoused to him; for she 
might have been corrupted before; and then he could not 
attain his end, which was to be rid of her, not by way of 
divorce (for then he must have given her a dowry, which 
he was desirous to save), but by having her put to death 
as an adultrcss, which ver. 21. shews to. be the present 
case. Such evident reasons as these have constrained the 
Jews to understand these words, not according to the 
very letter of them, but figuratively, of such witnesses pro- 
duced by her parents, as convinced the other of falsity so 
evidently, that they made it appear as plainly as a piece of 
cloth that is unfolded, and laid before men's eyes to view 
it. And they tliink the Hebrew word simlah, which we 
translate the cloth, favours this exposition: for it never 
signifies a sheet, or linen-cloth, (which is wont to be called 
sadin, Judg. xiY. 12. Prov. xxxi. 24.) but such cloth as 
men's garments are made of, which commonly is woollen, 
not linen. And so it is used in this book, Dcut. x. 18. and 
in this .very chapter, ver. 5.* So that the. sense is, They 
shall produce evident proofs, and lay them before the court, 
tike a piece of cloth, which is spread for all that please to 
look upon it. Whether this be the truth or not/ 1 will not' 
dispute, but refer the reader to Mr. Selden, lib. iii. Uxor. 
Hcbr. cap. 1, 2. 

Ver. 18. And the elders of that city shall take that mtmJ] 
If they were convinced that he had accused his wife falsely, 
he was to be delivered into the hands of the officers who 
executed the sentence of the court. 
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And diastise him.'] Condemn him to receive forty stripes 
save one, as both Josephus and the Talrnudists agree; and 
it was to be done wth a scourge made of thongs of an ox's 
hide. The woman was dismissed with a solemn benedic- 
tion ; the form of which is set down in the Jewish rituals : 
and as for the false witnesses against her, they were con- 
demned to be stoned, according to the law, chap, kix. 
18; 19. 

Ver. 19* And they shall amerce him in a hundred shekels 
of silver, and give them nnto the father of the damsel] Who 
was to receive this satisfaction for the reproach which was 
thrown upon his family. It is something stTange that Jo- 
sephus should mention only TrcvriVovra gikKovq, fifty shekels 
to be paid to her father, 'when the Scripture expressly saith 
a hundred, (lib. iv. Archaeolog. cap. 8.) But it is supposed, 
by some, that he means fifty besides her dowry, which he 
was to have given her, if he had put, her away : which, that 
he might save, he designed to take away her life ; and there- 
fore was punished double to what it would have cost him, 
if he had been so wncked. 

Because he hatJi brought tip <tn evil report upon a virgin 
of Israel.] Laid the most infamous crime to the charge of. 
an innocent virgin ; and that out of hatred to her and love 
to his money. For if he would have put her away, ac- 
cording to the law of divorce, no man could have hindered 
Jiim, as Maimonides observes: but then he must have paid 
her fifty shekels, which they take to be the do wry of virgins, 
mentioned Exod. xxii. 16, 17. To keep which to himself, 
and be rid of her, he brought this scandalous action against 
her; for which he was thus justly punished. 

And she shall be his wife: he may not put her away all 
his days.] Besides the two former punishments, in his body 
and his purse, he was deprived of the common benefit 
which all men had who did not like their wives ; which was 
to sue out a divorce. Here Maimonides calls upon his 
readers to admire the wise ordination of God, which ap- 
pears in his judgments, as well as in his ivorks. For be- 
cause this man took away his wife's reputation, therefore 
'God ordered him to be rendered vile, by being whipped: 
-and because he basely contrived to save her dowry of fifty 
-shekels, he ordered him to be amerced as much more: and 
^because he indulged his lust, and sought nothing but his 
pleasure, therefore he was bound to keep her as long as she 
lived, (More Ncvochim, par. iii. cap, 49.) 

Ver. 20. But if this thing be true, and the tokens ofvir- 
yinity benot found for the damsel.] If the witnesses which 
appeared for her could not prove the falsity of their testi- 
.mony who appeared against her. 

Ver. 2L. Then shall they bring out the damsel to the door 
*of her father's house.] Where she was to be punished, as a 
disgrace to her parents, who had taken no better care to 
preserve her chastity while she lived with them. 

And tlie men of her city shall stone her with stones, that 
she die.] This was the punishment of such adulteresses, ex- 
cept only of a priest's daughter, who, if she was guilty of 
this crime, was burnt alive, (Lev. xxi. 19.) And it plainly 
shews he speaks here of a woman corrupted between the 
time of her espousals and her husband's completing the 
marriage: otherwise he could not have had this capital 
action against her, none being put to death for simple forni- 
cation. And this Maimonides saith, in Seder Zeraim, that, 
from Moses to his time, it was never doubted, the woman 



he Here speaks of was one that proved false to heV husband 
after she was contracted to him. 

Because she hath wrought folly in Israel] A great wick- 
edness; as the word folly signifies in Scripture, and as the 
Vulgar translates it. 

To play the ivhorein her father's house.] Where she re- 
mained after her espousals, as in a safe place, till her hus- 
band brought her home to his own house. 

So shdli thou put evil away from among you.] See chap, 
xix. 19. 

Ver* 22. If a man be found lying with a woman married 
to a husband, then they shall both of them die, &c] It is not 
said what death, either here, or Lev. xx. 10. But the Jews 
say they were to be strangled : which is an opinion so settled 
among them, that Buxtorf saith he never saw any Hebrew 
book which assigned any other punishment for adultery 
but this. Stoning, indeed, was the punishment of her that, 
after her espousals, played the whore (as was noted before) 
between that time and her Inarriage: but after the mar- 
riage was completed, if she were guilty of this crime/ this 
was the only punishment, according to their tradition. (See 
upon Lev. xx. 10. ixhd Buxtorf. de Sponsal. et Divortiis, 



p. 32, 33. and Grotius, in John viii. 5.) 



Ver. 23. If a damsel, that is a virgin, be betrothed to it 
husband.] But not yet known by him : for there was gene- 
rally some space between the esp6usals and-the bringing 
her home to her husband's house. And the time allowed 
was, more or less, according to her age. (See Seldcn, lib. ii. 
Uxor* Hebr. cap. 8.) 

And a man find her in the city, and lie tvith her.] If he 
lay with her anywhere else, the crime was the same ; but ft 
was not so easy to corrupt her in her father's house, or 
among her friends, ^Vhefe she remained till the completion 
of the marriage, as it was to do it abroad in the city, or in 
the field, 

Ver. 24. Then ye shall bring them both out unto the gate 
of that city.] That is, to the court of judgment, which sat 
there; as I noted upon xvi. 18. 

And ye shall stone them with stones, that they die.] After 
they had been sentenced to this death by the court. 

The damsel, because she cried not out.] Which was a 
demonstration she was not forced, but lay with him by 
consent. 

Being in the city.] Where the neighbours might have 
heard her cry; and the force, if there had been any, pre- 
vented. 

The man, because lie hath humbled hisneighbour'6 ivife.J 
For so she was by such a contract, as made her only his; 
This is supposed to be the case of the woman taken in 
adultery, mentioned John viii. 5. (See my notes upoh Lev. 
xx. 10.) 

So thou shall put aivay evil from among you.] See ver. 
21, 22. 

Ver. 25. Andifa man find a betrothed damsel in the field.] 
Where nobody was near, as in the city. 

And the man force her, and lie ivith her.] It was pre- 
sumed, by the circumstances of the place, that she did not 
consent, but was under a force ; as slie also affirmed, and 
he could not prove the contrary. 

Then the man only that lay withher shall die.] Because he 
only was guilty of a crime, as it follows in the next words. 

Ver> 20. But unto the damsel thou shall do nothing; there 

5 C ° 

Digitized vy Microsoft ® 



743 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap. XXIII. 



is in the damsel no sin worthy of death.'] To make her liable 
to suffer death : for it was her misfortune, as we speak, not 
her fault, that she was ravished. 

For asivhen a man riseth against his neighbour, and slay- 
cfh him.'] lie not being able to defend himself. 

Even so is this matter.] It is here observed by many (par- 
ticularly by Grotius and De Dieu), that chastity is equal 
unto life. 

Ver. 27. For he found her in the field.] Far distant from 
all company. 

'And the betrothed damsel cried.] For help, as she af- 
firmed, aud as it was presumed ; because, if she had con- 
sented, some other place might have been found, more con- 
venient for their purpose than the field. 

And there ivas none to save her.] None appeared to rescue 
her, as she desired. 

Ver. 28. If a man find a virgin.] In the field, before- 
mentioned. 

JWiich is not betrothed.] To a husband. 

And lay hold of her, and lie with her, and they be found.] 
There be witnesses of it; or they themselves confess it. 
This case is different from that in Exod. xxii. 1(>, 17. in 
many respects. For that law speaks of one that was drawn 
in to" consent to the man's lying with her by enticing words 
(whicli is expressly there mentioned), and fair promises, 
perhaps, of marriage; but here Moses speaks of one that 
laid hold of her, i. e. deflowered her by force and violence. 
In this case the man was bound to marry her, if she and 
her father pleased (for both their consents were required, 
though the'xnan that deflowered her could not refuse); but 
in the former case the man himself might choose whether 
lie would marry or not, which he could not refuse in this; 
and besides, was bound to pay fifty shekels, as a mulct 
upon him for the crime, as follows in the next verse. (See 
Selden, lib. i. Uxor. Hebr. cap. 1G.) 

Ver. 29. Then the man thai lay with her shall give nnto 
the damsels father fifty shekels of silver.] Here is another 
difference between this case and that in Exodus; where 
the man was bound to settle a dowry upon her ; but here to 
pay a fine unto her father. The reason is plain ; because 
there was no need of settling a dow r ry in this case, as in 
the former; for the dowry was settled upon her in that 
case, lest the husband might lightly and wantonly put her 
away by divorce, aud she have nothing to maintain her; 
of which there was no danger here, because this law saith 
expressly, in the conclusion of this verse, that he may not 
put her away all his days. Yet there are those who think 
it likely, that in this case also ho settled a dowry of fifty 
shekels upon her, besides what he paid to her father; for 
otherwise the condition of a virgin deflowered by force, 
was worse than hers deflowered by her own consent. 

They have some exceptions concerning this payment to 
her father, which are not very material, nor certain. But 
this is considerable, that this fine was the same, whether 
the woman was of noble or of mean parentage, neither 
more nor less was paid by the law. But in afterthnes, the 
Sanheilrin, they tell us, added some other mulcts besides 
this here* mentioned; because it seemed so small, that the 
honour of a virgin was not thought sufficiently repaired by 
it. Therefore, he that enticed a virgin paid other two ; one 
for the shame and dishonour he had done her; and the 
other for the loss of her virginity, and vitiating her body. 



And he that forced a virgin paid a third besides these two, 
upon the account of the pain unto which he was supposed 
to have put her. And in these three they proportioned the 
penalties to the quality of the person, and other considera- 
tions, which mado them vary. (See Selden, in the fore- 
named place, p. 123.) 

And she shall be his wife, because he hath humbled her.] 
Though she wero blind, or lame, or leprous, he could not 
refuso her; if she and her father required him to marry her. 

He may not put her away all his days.] This was a third 
part of his punishment for the force he had committed, that 
he should be forced not only to take her to wife, but con- 
strained also to keep her as long as she lived, and not have 
the liberty of giving her a bill of divorce, as other men 
might do, who were desirous to part with their wives. 

If it be asked, how it could be known whether she was 
enticed or forced; they answer, as was observed before, 
that it was reasonably presumed that he forced her, if the 
thing was done in the field, or in a place far from inhabit- 
ants; but if in the city or town, that she consented, unless 
the contrary was evidently proved. 

' Ver. 30. A man shall not take his father's wife.] That is/ 
shall not marry her. 

> Nor discover his father's skirt.~] Nor so much as lie with 
her. For this is a modest phrase, borrowed from the an-' 
cient custom in those countries; where the bridegroom, 
when he brought his bride into the chuppa, as they called 
,it, or bridal chamber, spread the skirt of his robe over her, 
to signify his right to her, and power over her, and that he 
alone might lawfully enjoy her. (Ruth iii. 9." Ezek.otvi. 8.) 

And this verse seems to me to be here inserted as a short 
memorandum, that they should be careful to observe all 
the laws which he had delivered against incestuous mar- 
riages in the eighteenth chapter of Leviticus. (See there, 
ver. 8. and xx. 11.) 

CHAP. XXIII. 

Ver. 1. JtlE that is wounded in the stones.] Bruised or 
compressed in those parts; as the manner was of making 
eunuchs, who are here spoken of, and were sometimes made 
that way when they were infants ; or by taking them quite 
away ; which was done in some when they were grown up. 
And there were those who had none of these parts left re- 
maining; as it follows in the next "words. 

Or hath Ms privy member cut off.] In whole, or in part; 
which was not used till they found the other did not ef- 
fectually answer their purpose in this unnatural practice. 
Wherein some thought they honoured their gods, particu- 
larly Cybele, the mother of the gods, unto whose service 
her priests devoted themselves by cutting off their genitals. 
So not only Minucius Felix, Tertullian, and several other 
of the ancient Christian writers testify, but many also of 
the pagan. (See Joh. Geusius de Victimis Humanis, par. 
ii. cap. 1.) 

' Shall not enter into the congregation of the Lord.] These 
persons were so much abhorred by some among the pagans, 
that Lucian saith they were excluded not only from the 
schools of philosophers, but, which was more, airh rtov 
lentov avnov, koI 7npippavrriQi(ov, kcu twv KOtvtov airtnTiov <xuA- 
\6yiov, from their holy ofiices, and their sprinklings, and all 
common meetings. So Diodes is introduced speaking in 
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his Eiinuchus. But nobody thinks this to be the meaning 
here, that they should not entertain such a person as a pro- 
selyte; or that he should not come to worship God at the 
temple: for that was free for all nations if they renounced 
idolatry. But the meaning of this law is, either to forbid 
the Israelites to marry with such persons, or not to admit 
them to bear any office in the Jewish commonwealth.* The 
Hebrew doctors generally take it in the first sense/ See 
Selden, de Jure Nat* et Gent lib. v. cap. 16. and so do a 
great many among Christian writers. And there is an emi- 
nent example of the use of this phrase in this sense, Neh. 
xiii. 1 — 3. But some think it was superfluous to forbid 
this, because none would marry with such persons as were 
incapable to perform the marriage duty ; and therefore 
they follow the second sense, it being certain that the He- 
brew word kahal, congregation, signifies, in many places, 
not the whole body of the people of Israel, but the great as- 
sembly of ciders, into which no such person was to be ad- 
mitted; because they were unfit for government, eunuchs 
being observed generally to want courage. Thus Simeon 
de Muis, and others, who seem to have great reason on 
their side. Yet it is so plain that the congregation of the 
Lord, in the following part of this chapter, signifies the 
people of Israel, who might not m^rry with the persons 
mentioned, vcr. 2, 3. 8. that I cannot but think it ought to 
be so interpreted here. For though such marriages were 
useless and unprofitable, as Maimonides speaks, yet they 
made a distinction between those who were made eunuchs 
by God (that is, born so) and those made by men : and this 
law, they say, is not to be understood of the former, but 
only of the latter. Some of which, it is certain, were left 
in such a condition, that they were desirous of marriage, 
as appears by the constitution of the Emperor Leo, who 
did not think it superfluous to forbid marriage with them. 
For it appears by it, that some women choose such hus- 
bands. See also Ecclesiasticus xxx. 20. but especially 
the book ascribed to St. Basil, De Vera Virginitate, tom.i. 
p. 719, &c. where there is too free a description of the un- 
extingnishable lust of such eunuchs as were only deprived 
rtJv SiSvfjLwv, whose company he charges virgins to avoid, 
not only because they hoped to corrupt them without dan- 
ger of discovery, but were insatiable in their desires. And 
on the other side, though they were unfit for marriage, yet 
it appears by many instances in history, that they were not 
unfit for government, nor wanted courage for the greatest 
undertakings. I need only refer the reader for this to Xe- 
nophon's Cyropsedia, lib. vii. 

They that follow allegorical senses, free themselves from 
all these difficulties. (See Filesacus, lib. i. Selectorum, 
p.lCO. 185.) But one cannot think that Moses intended 
any of those things; though such pious use may be made 
of his words. 

Ver. 2. A bastard.} The Hebrews do not understand by 
the word mamzer, one that was begotten in simple fornica- 
tion, out of the state of marriage ; but one that was begot- 
ten of such persons as the law forbade them to marry, or 
lie withal, under pain of being cut off; viz. those mentioned 
in the eighteenth of Leviticus. They only except this sin- 
gle case, if a man lay with a menstruous woman, and begat 
a child of her at that time, it was not a mamzer. Sec Sel- 
den, lib. dc Succession, in Bona Defunct, cap. 3. and lib. v. 
de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 16. and Wagcnseil lately, in 



his very learned Annotation upon Mischna Sota3, cap. 4. 
sect. 1. where he observes, out of a MS. which he calls 
very precious (Etz-Hachajim in Iiilcoth Nidda)> that mam- 
zer, whether male or female, was excluded from the con- 
gregation of the Lord. And they were mamzers who were 
born of any woman whom the law prohibited them to have 
knowledge. of; whether it was by violence or by consent, 
by error or advisedly, it made no difference. 

Shall not enter into the congregation of the Lord.} Nor 
marry with an Israelite. So all the doctors, none cxccptccl; 
expound it, as Mr. Selden ohserves, lib. ii. de Successione 
in Pontific. cap. 2. p. 209. If any man of Israel married 
such a woman, or any woman of Israel married such a 
man, and they were found in bed together after espousals; 
they were both shipped, for violating this precept. But if 
they lay together without any espousals, this punishment 
was not inflicted on them. 

Even unto the tenth generation shall he not enter into the 
congregation of the Lord.} That is, never, as the Hehrew 
doctors expound it. And Maimonides (More Nevochim, 
par. iii. cap. 49.) gives this reason for it, that people might 
be deterred from such marriages or conjunctions, which 
would leave an indelible blot upon their posterity. And, 
indeed, some heathens anciently put such a mark of infamy 
upon mere bastards, as to prohibit both males and females 
to come to their sacred offices. Such a law there was at 
Athens, mentioned by Lsseus ; as Casaubon observes upon 
Athenaeus, lib. vi. cap. 6. p. 410. . 

There were some also of these mamzers, who were not 
manifestly born of such incestuous, or other forbidden mix- 
tures, but were called dubious, because their fathers were 
not known, or being exposed, and found in the fields, or 
the streets, neither father .nor mother was known. Yet it 
being uncertain whence they were descended, the Israelites 
might not marry with them, for fear they should be polluted 
by those who, perhaps, were born of incestuous parents. 
But proselytes of justice, they say, might marry with 
mamzers; and, that they might not for ever be excluded 
from the congregation of the Lord, they contrived this re- 
medy for the restitution of their blood. They might marry 
a slave (who was baptized and become a Jew), whose chil- 
dren were not reputed mamzers, but only slaves : who, be- 
ing made Jews, and having their freedom given them, might 
lawfully marry with a Jewish woman ; and then they were 
entirely incorporated into the congregation of the Lord : for 
proles t sequitur matrem, the issue follows the mother, (as that 
MS. of Wagenseil hath it, p. 565.) and there w r as no regard 
had to the father. , 

Ver. 3. An Ammonite or a Moabite shall not enter into 
the congregation of the Lord, even to the tenth generation 
shall they not enter for ever.} These last words for ever, in 
this verse, the Jews think warrant them to interpret those 
words to the tenth generation, in the foregoing verse, as if 
he said, never. It is certain, indeed, that Moses intended 
to exclude the Moabites and Ammonites from marrying 
with the Jews for ever; for' so Nehemiah understood him 
when he quoted this law, xiii. 1. as a reason against the 
Israelites' marriages with them in his time, when more than 
ten generations were past. But then these words, for ever, 
being omitted in the foregoing verse, where he speaks of 
mamzers, it seems reasonable that they should not be so in- 
terpreted ; but that, after ten generations were past, all dis- 
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tinction between (hem mid others should be abolished. 
This, one wonld have expected, should have been the sense 
of those who examine every word so nicely as the Jews 
do : for here being mention made only of an Ammonite and 
Moabite, that is, of the males of these two nations, they 
will not have their women concerned in this law : but say, 
that an Israelite might take one of them to wife, if she em- 
braced their religion. .For thus they expound this whole 
matter of marriages with proselytes of justice ; that is, such 
of other nations as became entirely of the Jews' religion. 
With such proselytes of some nations, whether men or wo- 
men, the Israelites were never to make any marriages : 
with those of some other nations, they were prohibited 
only to marry with their men : with others, they were pro*- 
hibited to marry only for some generations;- and there were 
others, with whom they might marry as soon as they were 
made perfect proselytes. Of the first kind were the seven 
nations of Canaan, mentioned Deut. vii. 1. with the males 
or females of which they might never contract an affinity. 
To the second kind belong the Ammonites and Moabites ; 
to whose males an Israelitish -woman was forbid by this 
precept to marry : but a man of Israel might marry any of 
their women, after they professed the Jewish religion; 
otherwise David, who descended from Ruth, a Moabitess, 
had been illegitimate. Of the third kind were the Edomites 
and Egyptians ; with whom, and with their children, the 
Israelites might not marry; but their grandchildren might. 
And of the fourth kind were all other nations besides these 
mentioned. This is an abridgment of what our great Sel- 
den hath more largely shewn to be the sense of the Jews, 
in his fifth book de Jure Nat. et Gent. &c. cap. 14. which 
another excellent person, J. Christoph. Wagenseil hath 
confirmed, out of his inestimable MS. as he calls Etz- 
Hachajim, in Hilcoth Nidda, cap. 10. (See Excerp. Gem. 
in Sota, cap. 1. p. 143.) 

. Ver. 4. Because they -met you not with bread and water, 
when ye came forth out of Egypt.] This seems to belong 
to the Ammonites, who had no compassion towards the 
Israelites when they were distressed in the wilderness: 
but, though they Mere near of .kin to them, did not shew 
them that civility which is commonly expressed to mere 
strangers in their travels, (Gen. xiv. 18. xviii. 2. 31* xix. 
1, 2:) We do not find any mention of this barbarity of theirs 
in the foregoing history; but we read how kind God or- 
dered the Israelites to be to them, in not meddling with 
them, much less distressing them, as they passed by their 
country, (Deut ii. 19.) Which aggravated their inhuma- 
nity in not vouchsafing this common kindness to the Is- 
raelites, of giving them the refreshment of bread and water 
as they went by them. 

And because they hired against thee Balaam the son of 
Beor, of Pethor of Mesopotamia, to curse thee.] As the fore- 
going passage peculiarly refers to the Ammonites, so this 
doth to the Moabites; who, with the assistance of the Mi- 
dianites, invited Balaam, by the promises of a great reward, 
to come from the eastern country and curse the Israelites. 
(See Numb. xxii. 5—7.) For these two reasons God laid 
this prohibition upon his people ; in which Maimonides 
observes the Divine justice in proportioning punishments 
to offences. For Amalek coming out against the Israelites, 
when they were newly come forth from Egypt, to cut them 
off with tho sword, God commanded their memory to be 



blotted out, (xxv.l9:)but the Ammonites being only basely 
covetous, and the Moabites acting against them only by 
craft, and not by force, God inflicted no other punishment 
upon them but this, that his people should avoid all affinity 
with them, and shew no love to them, (More Nevochim, 
pair. iii. cap. 41.) And the MS. author of Etz-Hachajim, 
mentioned by Wagenseil, in the place forenamed, makes 
this the ground of the distinction mentioned before between 
the males and females of those countries : " Their males 
(saith he) might never marry with an Israelitish woman; 
bnt, by a tradition delivered down to us from Moses in 
Mount Sinai, we hold, that the women of those countries 
(if they embraced the Jewish religion) might be married to 
a man of Israel. For the women must be thought, in all 
reason, not to have been guilty, as the men were, of that 
which was the reason of this law; it not being the custom 
for women to bring out bread and water to travellers ; nor 
did they send ambassadors to hire Balaam to come and 
curse the Israelites." Accordingly we find Ruth, who was 
a Moabitess, married to Boaz, the ancestor of David. 

Ver. 5. Nevertheless the Lord thy God would not hearken 
unto Balaam; but the Lord thy God turned the curse into 
a blessing unto thee, because the Lord thy God loved thee.'] 
Balaam, indeed, did not curse the Israelites as the Moabites 
desired, and he intended ; but no thanks were owing to him 
for that: but it was to be ascribed to the love of God to his 
people, who constrained him, against his will, to bless them* 

Ver. C. TIiou shalt not seek their peace nor their pros- 
perity all thy days for ever.] By entering into any league 
with them, much less by taking them into conjugal society: 
but> on the contrary, they were to look upon them as danger- 
ous enemies; "who, being near their neighbours, would 
watch all opportunities to ensnare or disturb them. 

Some of the Jews would have this to be an exception to 
the general rule, xx.10. that they might not offer them 
terms of peace, as they were bound to do to all men, but 
tbe seven nations of Canaan : though, if they desired peace* 
they were bound, they say, to grant it. (See Schickard, 
in his Mischpat Hammelech, p. 118.) But Grotius hath 
well observed, upon Matt. v. 43. that God did not give the 
Jews any right to their country, (as appears from Deut. ii\ 
19.) and therefore the meaning here is, that they should 
not make any league with them of mutual assistance, which 
they called fcedern, <ru^juax^c» 

Ver. 7. Thou shalt not abhor an Edomite.] So as never 
to enter into the society of marriagewith them, they being 
a circumcised people. 

For he is thy brother.] Nearer of kin to them than the 
Ammonites and Moabites ; Esau their father being the 
twin-brother of Jacob.- And so MToses calls them, when 
he delivers God's command to the Israelites not to med- 
dle with them, Deut. iiw 8, " We passed by from our 
brethren -the children of Esau,"&c. Here it may be ob- 
served, that the word brother comprehended more than 
the Israelites, as our Saviour shews the wotd tieighbour 
did, Luke x. 29, &c. 

Thou shalt not abhor an Egyptian, because thou wast a 
stranger in his land.] That is, the Egyptians in a sore 
famine sustained them, their children, flocks, und herds, 
very kindly; the memory of which benefit God would not 
have forgotten, though in future generations they were 
cruelly oppressed by them. 
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Ver. 8. The children that are begotten of them shall enter 
into the congregation of the Lord in the third generation.] 
When they had been proselytes for three generations, it 
was lawful to marry with them. Nay, some of the Jews 
are so liberal here of. their kindness, as to understand by 
banim, not children in general, but sons, with whom only, 
marriage is forbidden till the third generation ; marriage 
with their daughters being lawful, as they think, as soon 
as they turned complete proselytes. Upon which account 
Solomon took Pharaoh's daughter to wife. See Selden, 
lib. v. de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 14, 15. where he ob- 
serves, that all this, held good, only till the captivity of 
Babylon, when, all these nations being confused, they_ 
might marry with any of them if they became Jews. For 
wars, and colonies, and deportations, had made such a 
mixture of people, that one could not be known from 
another. This Wagenseil hath lately confirmed out of 
several Hebrew authors, whom Mr. Selden did not trouble 
himself to mention; and particularly out of the MS. Etz- 
Hachajim, which he most highly commends. (See p. 149. 
upon Sota.) They all agree, likewise, that none of these 
laws extended to proselytes, who might marry with any of 
these nations. (See Selden,. ib. cap. 18.) 

Vcr. 9. When the host goeth forth against thine enemy, 
then keep thee from every wicked thing J] This was a rule 
to be observed at all times; but then especially, when 
they had the greatest need of the Divine help (for which 
wicked people could not reasonably hope), and when 
there was -the greatest danger of being wicked, in a time 
of such licence as soldiers commonly take. There is a 
sentence very like this in Agathias, lib. ii. (mentioned by 
Grotius towards the conclusionof his Prolegomena to the 
book de Jure Belli et Pacis), 'Adiida yap tcai Qtov aSepa- 
irtvaia tpevicra jitv del teal dcrvufopa, /iaX«0Ta. Si Ivryirpoa- 
ttoXehuv teal Trapararrtc^au Injustice and neglect of God's 
semice are ever to. be avoided as most pernicious ; but es- 
peeially in a time ofxvar, and when men are upon the point 
of giving battle. Which he proves elsewhere, by the illus- 
trious examples of Darius, Xerxes, and the Athenians in 
Sicily. 

Ver. 10. Jf there be among you any man that is not clean, 
by reason of uncleanness that chanceth to him by night.] 
This seems to be only one instance of unclcanness, from 
which they were to keep themselves carefully ; though it 
was no moral impurity, nor a voluntary pollution. By 
which it was easy for them to understand how watchful 
thoy were to be over themselves, in all other cases, espe- 
cially such as had an inward turpitude in them. 

Then he shall go abroad out of the camp.] There is no 
such thing required before in Lev. xv. 1G. where the same 
pollution is mentioned. The reason, I suppose, was, that 
he speaks -there of what happened to them in their own 
houses; where they had private chambers, into * which 
they might retire, and keep themselves from defiling others : 
but here, of those that .were abroad in the army, where it 
was hard to keep their fellow-soldiers from touching them, 
without removing out of the camp. 

He shall not come within the camp.] This some under- 
stand, particularly Drusius, of not coming within the camp 
of Cod, and of the Levitcs, that is, to the tabernacle: but 
it seems to be an exclusion of him from the whole camp 
of Israel, as I have expounded it. 



Ver. 11. But it shall be, when evening cometh on, he shall 
ivash himself with water ; and when the sun is down he shall 
come into the camp again.*] See Lev. xv. 16. The end of 
all this, as Maimonides observes, More Nevochim,par.iii. 
cap. 61. was, that every man might have this fixed in his 
mind, that their camp ought to be as the sanctuary of God 
(into which every one knows no man might enter in his 
uncleanness), and not like the camps of the gentiles, in 
which all manner of corruption, filthiness, rapines, thefts, 
and other wickednesses, were freely committed. 

Ver. 12. Thou shalt have a place also without the. camp, 
whither thou shalt go forth abroad.'] A place distant from 
all company; where they might case themselves, as.itas 
explained in the next verse. For natural modesty directed 
all men on such occasions to seek privacy ; and it tended, 
as all cleanliness doth, to the preservation of health: 
which was one reason, of ordering them to find a place* 
without the camp, that there might be no offensive smell 
among them. And hereby, as Maimonides observes, they 
were distinguished from brute beasts, which commonly 
ease themselves any where, and before any body. But, 
besides all this, Moses himself gives us the principal rea^. 
son of this command, peculiarly respecting the Israelites, 
(ver. 14.) 

Ver. 13. Thou shalt have a paddle.] An instrument 
wherewith to dig up the ground, and cover it again; Epi- 
phanius, Haeres. Ixxvii. calls it iraaaaXov oiSrjpovv, an iron 
paddle. - 

Upon thy weapon.] Their sword, I suppose.. : 

And it shall be, when thou wilt ease thyself abroad.] It 
was not in their choice when they would do this, but when 
their needs required : yet the Jews will have it, that they 
were to accustom themselves to do this business in the 
morning, as soon as they were up. Thus the Jews at this 
day, (as Leo Modena tells iis, in his history of them, 
par. i. chap. 6.) afterward washing their hands, that they 
may go clean to their prayers. 

Tliou shalt dig therewith] A hole in the ground. 

And shalt turn back, and cover that which cometh from 
thee.] That there might be no appearance nor scent of it 
remaining. This is still practised by the Caribbcans ; 
among whom there is never any such thing as ordure seen. 
So the authors of the History of the.Caribbee Islands tell 
us, book ii. chap. 14. where they observe, also, out of 
Busbequius, that the Turks use the' same cleanliness in 
their camps, making a hole with a piece of iron, wherein 
they bury their excrements. And in this matter the Esscnes 
were extremely superstitious; for, as Josephus relates, 
they would not case themselves at all on the sabbath-day, 
because they looked upon it as a labour to dig in the 
earth, and excrements not fit to be seen on that day. 

Vcr. 14. For the Lord thy God walkeih in the midst of 
thy camp.] At this time the ark, which was the token of 
the Divine presence, was settled in the midst of their camp; 
and, whithersoever they moved, was carried along with 
thqm : two standards going before, and two following, and 
the ark between them in the midst,* as appears from the tenth 
of Numbers. It is likely, also, that it was carried in 
aftcrlimcs in the midst of them, when they went to war ; 
as some think it was when they went against the Midian- 
itcs, (Numb. xxxi. 6.) and when they encompassed Jericho. 
Now this presence of God among them was the reason 
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why no unclcimhcssi though in itself natural, might be 
found in their camp ; but, out of reverence to the Divine 
Majesty, winch dwelt between the cherubims over the Ark, 
be removed afar off; And by such actions as these, Mai* 
monides well observes, God intended to strengthen and 
confirm the faith of the soldiers, that God, dwelling among 
them, would go along with them, and fight for them against 
their enemies, as it here follows* More Nevochim, par. iii. 
cap. 41. And thus Abarbinel discourses upon these words : 
" The camps of the Israelites ought to be holy, having a 
special providence of God among them: for they do not 
make war by mere human power and courage, but by the 
power of God and of his Spirit, on which they depend for 
deliverance from all evil, and victory over their enemics,"&<5. 

To deliver thee, and to give tip thine enemies before thee.] 
This is the constant sense of this phrase, of God's being in 
the midst of them, to defend, protect, and deliver them from 
all evil, as I observed before. (See Deut. vii. 21. Josh, iii; 
10. Psal. xlvi.6. Zachar. iii. 15.) Now this cleanliness 
being commanded with respect to the Divine presence, 
which dwelt among them, the Jews arc strangely mistaken 
in using such superstitions as they do in every place, when 
they have no such presence of the Divine Majesty in the 
midst of them. (See Schickard in Mischpat Hammeloch, 
cap. 5. Theor. 18. p. 144, &c.) . . 

Therefore shall thy camp be holy.] Free from all man- 
ner of defilements, though they be only of this sort* 

TJiat he see no unclean thing in thee.] In .these words, 
saith Maimonidcs (in the place beforenamed), he deters 
them from fornication; which is far worse than the fore- 
mentioned uncleanness; but too common among the sol- 
diers, when they are absent from their own homes. And 
therefore, that he might keep them from such impurities, he 
commands them such actions (he means covering their 
ordure) as might call to their minds the glorious majesty 
of God which dwelt among them. But though the Hebrew 
word, which we here translate unclean thing, properly sig- 
nifies nakedness, and all those impure mixtures mentioned 
in the eighteenth of Leviticus, and therefore by Maimo- 
nidcs particularly applied to such uncleanness; yet Mr. 
Selden hath well observed, that it signifies all manner of 
filthincss; and therefore is well so translated by us, both 
here and in the next chapter, where be speaks of the mat- 
ter of divorce. 

And so it is used by the prophet Nahum, iii. 5. (to 
name no more),, where the nakedness of Nineveh, which 
God saith he -would shew to all nations, signifies all the 
murders, robberies, deceit, and other great wickednesses, 
which bounded in that city. (See Uxor. Hebr. lib. iii. cap. 
23.) And thus Abarbinol here extends it to all the horrid sins 
which were usually committed in the camp? of idolaters. 

And turn away from thee.] As princes are wont to do, 
when they seeany thing offensive to them. And the mean- 
ing is, he would not deliver them from their enemies (as he 
promised 'before), but give them up into their hands. I 
conclude all this matter with the words of R. Zacharias,in 
Pirke Eliezer, cap. 44. " The.-pillar of thfe cloud (in which 
the glory of the Lord dwelt) encompassed the camps of 
Israel round about, and made ^thom like a city girt 'about 
with a trail, that no enemy might assault them. But this 
cloud threw all uncleanness out of the camps of Israel, for 
they were holy:" and he quotes this place for it. 



Ver. 15. Th6u shall not deliver unto his master the ser* 
rant which is escaped from his master itnto thee.] The He- 
brew doctors understand this of a servant of another na- 
tion who was become a Jew k Whom his master, if he went 
to dwell out of Judca, might not carry along with him 
against his will ; and if he tied from him, when he had car- 
ried him, he Inight not be delivered to him, but suffered to 
dwell in the land of Israel. Which they understand also of 
a servant that fled from his master out of any of the coun- 
tries of the gentiles into the land of Israel ; which was to be 
a safe refuge to him. (Sec Selden, lib. vi. de Jure Nat. et 
Gent, juxta Discipl. Hebr. cap. 8. p. 711.) 

Vcr. 1G. He sJiall dwell with thee, even among you.] 
Having embraced the Jewish religion. 

In the place ivhich he shall choose, in one of thy gates 
where it liketh him best.'] He was not to be abridged of his 
liberty, but permitted to settle himself where he pleased, in 
any part of their country. 

Thou shall not oppress him.] For there was an express 
law against all manner of injuries or hardships put upon 
strangers, (Lev. xix. 33, 34.) 

Ver. 17. There shall be no whore of the daughters of Is- 
rael, nor a Sodomite of the sons of Israel.] Or a whoremon- 
ger of the sons of Israel ; as the last part of the verse may 
be translated, with the same reason that the foregoing words 
are translated, no whore of the daughters of Israel. So 
Bonfrerius truly observes, ami sto the Vulgar Latin and the 
LXX. translate it, and several other versions mentioned 
by Mr. Selden, lib. iii. Uxor. Hebr. cap. 23. p. 487. Which 
sort of persons Moses would not have to be tolerated among 
the Israelites, as they were among the Egyptians ; many of 
which, if we may believe Sextus Empiricns, were so far 
from thinking it a* reproach for women to prostitute them- 
selves, that they looked upon it as honourable, and gloried 
in it, rb rag yvvaiKag iratpttv, &C. 7ra£>a toiq ttoXXoig Alyim- 
Titjv fik-Xtcc, &c. (lib. iii. Py*. Hypot. cap. 24. p. 152.) 

<c And great reason there was for this prohibition, be- 
cause by whoredom families arc confounded and de- 
stroyed (as Maimonidcs observes); and their issues are 
looked upon by all men as aliens; so that none will own 
them as their kindred, and their neighbours become 
strangers to them; than which nothing can be worse for 
them, and for their parents. For which cause (saith he) 
all public stews were disallowed an>ong the Israelites; 
who had this benefit by it, among others, that many brawls 
and quarrels/fightings and bloodshed, were prevented; 
which frequently happened, when several men were as- 
sembled at the same time, contending for the same woman. 
For so the Scripture saith, Jeremiah v. 7. They assemble 
by troops in the harlots houses. For the preventing of 
these and such-like mischiefs, and that the distinction of 
families might be preserved, both whores and whore- 
mongers are here condemned; and no other conjunction 
permitted, but with a man's own wife, publicly married: 
For if a private marriage had been sufficient, many would 
have kept women in their houses as their whores, and pre- 
tended they were their wives. Therefore, after a man had 
privately espoused a woman, he was bound publicly to 
keep his weeding." Thus that great man, More Nevochim, 
par. iii. cap. 49. and see Selden, lib. v. de Jure Nat. ct 
Gent, juxta Disc. Hebr. cap. 4. p. 5*>4. 

How much more abominable then Mere such persons as 
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prostituted their bodies in honour of Venus and of Pria- 
pus, and such-like filthy deities! of which sort there were 
both males and females consecrated to such impure ser- 
vices! and this was practised even in the days of Moses; 
as appears from the history of those who committed forni- 
cation with the daughters of Moab, who exposed them- 
selves in honour of Baal-Peor; for their lying with them 
was accounted idolatry. And such there were at last 
among the Israelites, as appears from 1 Kings xiv. 24. 
2 Kings xxiii. where we read, that the hotcses of the Sodom- 
ites (as we translate it) were by the house of the Lord. 
Which shews they were not vulgar, but consecrated So- 
domites, or whoremongers. I need not mention thojiea- 
then writers, who tell us this was a piece of religion among 
them. See our learned Dr. Spencer, lib. ii; de Leg. Hebr. 
Ritual, cap. 22. and Heideggerus, in his Histor. Patriarch, 
cxereit. i. sect. 2. where he observes, a great many very 
learned men understand this very place, not merely of vul- 
gar whores, but of such as I have mentioned; which were 
famous in ancient times among the Phoenicians, Babylo- 
nians, and other nations, whom Strabo calls upoSovXovc, 
lib. viii. Geograph. where he saith, (p. 378.) that at Co- 
rinth there was a temple so richly endowed, that it main- 
tained irXdovg fj x^lag hpodovXovg kratpag, above a thousand 
.of these consecrated whores: whom both men and women 
had dedicated to the goddess, 01 yap vavKkripot p$i<*>g l%>ava<* 
'X'hjkovtqi, for seafaring men (who arrived in great numbers 
at this port) parted ivith their money easily. And, lib. xii. 
speaking of Comana, he saith, there were a multitude of 
women there, 7wv zpyaZofizvwv airb Gufxarog, ivho maintained 
themselves by prostituting their bodies; and most of them 
were Upai, sacred persons : this city being a little Corinth, to 
which great numbers of people resorted at their festivals, 
?ta to ir\i)0og rwv krapejv at Trig 'A^poSirtje faav Upai, because 
of the multitude of harlots which were here sacred to Venus, 
p. 559. And the like account we find in Athenseus, lib. 
xiii. Deipnos. cap. G. where he saith, they that went to 
pray there, were wont, for the obtaining their petitions, to 
add, that they would bring some women to be devoted unto 
Venus; as Xenophon the Corinthian did, when he returned 
conqueror from the Olympics. 

Ver. 18. Thou shall not bring the pnee of a whore.] If 
such .persons, as are mentioned in the foregoing verse, 
offered unto God what they had got by prostituting their 
bodies, it was not to be accepted, but rejected as abomin- 
able. For this was a custom among the idolatrous nations, 
as appears by a great many of their writers; who tell us, 
they were wont to dedicate some part of that which they 
received for the use of their bodies at the temples of their 
pretended deities. Particularly Herodotus mentions it, as 
'done among the ancient Babylonians, lib. i. p. 199. "Which 
explains what we read in Barueh, vi. 42, 43. where see 
XJrotius's Annotations. , j 

Nor the price of a dog, into the house of the Lord thy 
God.] There was a peculiar reason for this, besides the 
yileness of this creature, (which Maimonides only men- 
tions, More Ncvochim, par. iii. cap. 46.) which was, as 
Bochartus, and some other great men think, because a dog 
was highly honoured among the Egyptians, from whom 
the Israelites were lately co.me. For the Nile was wont to 
overflow and enrich their country at the rising of the dog- 
star, and a dog was the symbol of one of their principal 

VOLr. x. 

Digitized by 



deities, called Anubis, who was represented with a head 
like that of a dog. (See Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap'. 
50. p* 690, &e.) If. we can think this vile idolatry was so 
ancient as the days of Moses, which it is certain prevailed 
afterward, this may pass for a very likely reason why God 
would not accept so much as the price for which a dog 
was sold or exchanged; for so the LXX. expound it: as, 
for example, if a man gave a lamb for a fine dog, God 
would not have that lamb offered at his altar; as Maimo- 
nides explains it* 

For any vow.] There was the greatest obligation lay 
upon men to make good their vows, wherewith upon any 
occasion they had bound themselves; but God would havo 
them discharged from such vile obligations as these. 
.• For even both these are abomination nnto the Lord thy 
God.] It is hard to give an account why these two (the 
price of a whore and of a dog) arc associated in the same 
law; unless it be in opposition to some such rites as those 
beforementioned among the EgyptiiTrts. Who, in after- 
times, it, is certain, had such harlots sacred to Isis, as many 
think are spoken of in the beginning of this verse; and a 
dog was no where else sacred as. a symbol of Anubis, or 
Mercury. Though this maybe said with some probability, 
that these two are joined together, because a whore and a 
dog are both alike impudent; Joscphus thinks th at the price 
of a dog here mentioned, was money given, iv bx^u Kwbg, 
for the loan of a good dog to breed withal, as Mr. Seldcn 
observes in his History of Tithes, p. 57. Where he notes, 
also, that the Jews would not admit the tenths of usury or 
of war to be offered. But the Talmudists expound it quite 
otherwise, as I have done, for the price of a dog, either 
sold or exchanged for some other .thing; which the same 
great man approves of as the truer interpretation, (lib. v; 
de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 4. p. 557.) 

Ver. 19. Thou shall not lend upon usury to thy brother.] 
i. e. Unto an Israelite. (See Exod. xxii. 25. Lev. xxv. 36.) 

Usury of money, usury of victuals, usury of any thing tliat 
is lent upon usury.] Here the word nesech is used for all 
sorts of usury ; whether that which was made by the loan of- 
money, called here nesech ceseph, or that which was made 
by the loan of food, and such-like things, called nesech okeL 
But, commonly, there are two words used to express this 
matter, viz. nesech, usury, and tarbith, which we translate 
increase. Which are not two kinds of usury, one more 
griping, the other more moderate, as some have conceived; 
for the same usury is called nesech with respect to the 
debtor, to whom it is grievous, and tarbith to the creditor, 
to whom it is beneficial. (See Salmasius, in his book de 
Usuris, cap. 7. p. 188.) Yet there is some difference be- 
tween nesech and tarbith; else one cannot tell why they are 
so often both mentioned in the same place. And rtesech pro- 
perly signifies the interest, as we speak, which was paid 
for money ; and tarbith, the interest of corn, and other fruits 
of the earth; as the same author shews in that book, (cap. 
50. p. 614, &e.) And in the next book (de Modo Usura- 
rum) he shews, that, as the LXX. and R. Levi ben Gersora 
thus understood the difference, so do the ancient fathers, 
particularly Origen and St. Jerome, (cap. 8. p. 320, &c.) 

Ver. 20. Unto a stranger.] One that was not an Israelite, 
whether he dwelt out of their land, or in it ; if he were not 
a proselyte to the law; of whom they might not take any 
usury, but use him as a brother. 
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TIioii mayest lend upon usury.'] Some of the Jews would 
have this to be an affirmative precept, obliging them to 
make the usury of a gentile, if they lent him any money. 
For this Maimonidcs quotes a passage out of Siphri; which 
others say he mistook. See J. Wagenseil, in his Annota- 
tions upon Lipman's Carmen Memoriale, p. 598. where he 
shews that ho was of this cruel opinion. But this is not 
the common sense of the Jews, and their wise men have 
been so modest also as to decree, That though their law did 
here permit them to take usury of a gentile, yet they were 
not to practise it, unless it were that they might provide 
for themselves, that they might live more safely among the 
gentiles. And they add this reason for this limitation; Lest 
the Jews, by this way of commerce and traffic, should 
grow too familiar with the gentiles, and learn their man- 
ners : only men that studied the law, and thereby weTe out 
of danger of being enticed to their religion, might freely 
lend them money upon usury; for this very end, as they 
think, that they might make a gain of it, and enrich them- 
selves. See Selden, lib. vi. de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 10, 
where he observes, that the Mahometans forbid usury only 
among thcmselves,notto strangers. Which Salmasius shews 
js thus limited in the Alcoran by these words, in their own 
territories. That is, if Mahometans live among Christians, 
they may take usury of them ; but of Christians who live 
among them they may not take any, no more than of a 
Mussulman, as they call themselves. 

But unto thy brother thou shalt not lend upon usury.] He 
repeats this again, that they might not fail to be kind one 
to another in this matter. And the author of Etz-Hachajim, 
mentioned by Wagenseil, saith, according to their ancient 
doctors, this is six times forbidden in the law, not to take 
usury of their brethren, (p. 601. upon Sota.) And, indeed, 
as there was nothing more rational than this, that their 
neighbours making great gain by merchandise (such as 
the Sidonians, Tyrians, and those that lived upon the Red 
Sea, and the Egyptians), they should not borrow money of 
the Israelites for nothing ; so it was no less reasonable the 
Israelites themselves, whose chiefest profit was by hus- 
bandry and breeding of cattle, should have money lent 
them freely by one another, without any interest, their 
land not being a country of traffic, whereby money might 
be improved, as in other countries. For, by the laws of 
other nations, (as Grotius observes on Luke vi. 45.) that 
usury was odious which was practised upon husbandmen. 
Abarbinel also is so tender in this point, as to say, that 
usury hath something in it so unequal (at least as it is 
commonly practised), that God did not permit the Israelites 
to exercise it among all their neighbours, but only upon 
those of the seven nations of Canaan. And thus far he is 
in the right, that every one who was not a Jew, was not to 
T>e deemed a stranger: an Edomite, for instance, is called 
their brother in the seventh verse of this chapter; and, 
therefore, this precept, thou shalt not lend upon usury' to 
thy brother, is tobe extended to Edomites. In like man- 
ner, saith he, neither do the Ishmaelitcs como under the 
name of strangers, nor other people but those of the seven 
nations. . And this opinion Leo Modena follows in his 
History of the present Jews, par. ii. chap. 5. where he saith, 
by the word stranger, in this place, none other can be meant 
but only those seven nations, from whom God commanded 
them to take away $vcn their lives. And that it is only 



their present distress, in which they have no other way of 
livelihood left, that makes them think it lawful to lend 
upon usury to those among whom they live. In which I 
think he is mistaken; though this doctrine is better natured 
than that of some of the Jews, who are so full of hatred to 
us Christians, whom they call Edomites, that they deprive 
us (as Wagenseil observes in the place abovenamed) of 
the name of brethren, and think it lawful to oppress us 
with usury. Of which number are R. Bechai, and the 
author of the old Nitzacon, set forth by Wagenseil (an- 
cientcr than that of Lipman's, set- forth by Theodoric 
Hackspan), who was so full of malignity, that he shut his 
eyes against the light which he plainly saw. For he could 
juot deny that the Edomites were their brethren ; and, con- 
sequently, that Moses required the Jews not to take usury 
of them ; and that it was anciently unlawful. But then he 
pretends, that they forfeited this privilege by not coming 
to help to preserve Jerusalem and the temple from being 
destroyed, yea, by rejoicing at their ruin. And fearing this 
would not satisfy, he hath devised this justification of their 
usury> that the Edomites have made themselves strangers 
by the neglect of circumcision. (See p. 139.) 

Tliat the Lord thy God may bless thee in all that thou 
settest thine hand xtnto.in the landtvhither thou goest to pos- 
sess it.] Charity to their poor brethren had many promises 
of a gTeat reward : and this law was made peculiarly for 
the relief of such persons, as appears by those places be- 
forementioned, both in Exodus arid in Leviticus. It ex- 
tended indeed to all; but chiefly was intended as a provi- 
sion for the poor and needy, whom they were not to neg- 
lect: for God ordered them to live together as brethren, 
children of the same father! And indeed they were all, 
rich and poor, descended from one and the same original. 
And therefore he designed there should be no indigent per- 
son unrelieved among this people, upon whom he had 
heaped so many blessings ; and, delivering them from the 
slavery of Egypt, had planted them in the good land pro- 
mised to their fathers. To which purpose all those pre- 
cepts were given, which require them to lend- gratuitously 
to their pooT brother; to restore the pledge left with thciii ; 
to leave the corners of their fields unreaped ; not to gather 
the gleanings of the harvest and vintage ; to observe the 
year of release and of jubilee ; and such-like peculiar pro- 
visions for the comfort of the poorer sort, that they might 
share in the happiness which God bestowed upon his elect 
people. 

Ver. 21. When thou shalt vow a vow unto the Lord thy 
God.] In a thing lawful and possible; and by a person who 
had power to make, and was not subject to the authority of 
another who had power to make it void. (See Numb. 
xxx. 2.) 

Thou shalt not slack to pay it.] Lest they should prove 
less able, and so be unwilling to perform what they had 
vowed, or should perhaps foTget it. If they lost the thing 
they vowed, while they delayed, they were bound to give 
the value of it. Which was one difference between a vow 
and a free-will-offering ; that in th6 latter case (as Maimo- 
nidcs saith), if that which he designed was stolen or dead, 
ho was not bound to make reparation. The same author 
applies this to a vow a mftn made of giving an alms to a 
poor body, suppose a shekel, which he was to bestow im- 
mediately, if any poor body was at hand ; if not, he was to 
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separate it, and lay it by till he met with one, &e. (cap. 8. 
de Donis Pauperum, sect. 1.) 

For the. Lord will surely require it of thee J] Demand that 
which thou hast made to be his own. 

And it would be sin in thee.'] Be punished by God's just 
judgment upon thee for the wrong thou hast done him. 

Ver. 22. But if thou shall forbear to vow, it shall be ho 
sin in thee.] God was so very merciful, as Maimonides ob- 
serves, that if a man was not able to offer him an ox, or a 
lamb, he accepted of turtles and young pigeons, of which 
there was great plenty in that country. Arid if this was 
beyond his ability, but he had a desire to testify his affec- 
tion to God by a free-will-offering, he was pleased to ac- 
cept an oblation of bread baked in an oven, or pan, or any 
other usual way. And if this was too heavy, he accepted 
of bare flour, without putting him to the charge of baking 
it. For he would have men to be easy in his service, and 
all their offerings to be free a.nd cheerful ; and therefore 
tells them here, that if they vowed nothing at all to him, he 
would not take it ill of them, nor impute it to them as a sin; 
{More Nevochim, par. iii. cap. 46.) 

Ver. 28. That which is gone out of thy month thou shall 
keep and perform; even a free-will-offering, according as 
thou hast vowed, &c] This was to make them consider 
well beforehand what their ability was,- and not rashly re- 
solve and promise anything: for though they were not bound 
to vow the smallest matter, yet having once vowed,- they 
were no longer free, but bound to make it good, though it 
proved very chargeable to them. Yet there is a traditional 
doctrine among them practised at this day, that if any man 
or woman make a vow which afterward they wish unmade, 
and it be not to the prejudice of any third person that it 
should be broke, in this case they rimy go to a rabbin, or 
to any other three men, who bearing their reasons why they 
repent of having made such a vow, and judging them good, 
they may free them from their obligation, saying to such a 
person thrice, Be thou absolved from this vow, &c. and so 
he is discharged. Thus Leo Modena,inhis History of the 
present Jews, par. ii. chap. 4. 

Ver. 24. When thou contest into thy neighbour's vineyard, 
then thou mayest eat grapes thy fill at thine own pleasure.] 
This the Hebrew doctors take to be a law made in favour 
of poor labourers, who were hired to work in their vine- 
yards in the time of vintage, whom the owners might not 
hinder from eating as many grapes as they pleased (and 
the same held good in olives, figs, dates, and all other 
fruit), as long as they were at work, but not after they had 
done working. And if their masters would not suffer them 
so to do, they were to be scourged with forty stripes save 
one ; for it was not reasonable to deny them this liberty, 
when the very oxen were not to be muzzled whilst they 
trod out the corn. (Sec Selden, lib. vi. de'Jurc Nat. et 
Gent. cap. 2. p. 670.) Which must be confessed to be as 
good a natured law as that of Plato's was harsh and unna- 
tural, which enacted a servant* should receive as many 
stripes as he ate grapes or figs. (See Eusebius, lib. xiii. 
Prfcpar. Evangel, cap. ult.) 

But I see no reason at all to restrain this indulgence only 
to hirelings, of whom there is no mention at all in this law; 
and therefore Josephus seems to me to have justly enlarged 
this benefit (lib. iv. Archa>ol. cap. 8.) to all travellers on 
the highway, though they were not Israelites (to whom, and 
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to proselytes of justice alone, the Jews confine this privi- 
lege), but mere strangers of any other nation, who had oc- 
casion to pass by a vineyard, and needed a refreshment; 
Which permission may seem to have caused great incon- 
venience, if not mischief in it, because they might tread 
down the vines, and make great, waste among the grapes. 
Therefore by coming into their neighbour's vineyard, is not 
meant going into every part of it, with a liberty to pick out 
the best grapes ; but only stepping aside out of their way 
into the skirts of the vineyard, which lay near the road, and 
satisfying their hunger, without entering further into the 
vineyard. This made it no damage to the owners, consi- 
dering tho great plenty of fruit in that country.' 

But thoushalt not put any in thy vessel.] They were only 
to eat for their present necessity or delight, but not to carry 
any away with them for the benefit of others, or their own 
refreshment at another time. And, therefore, might not 
put any in their pouches, or their garments, or bosoms, or 
so much as carry away in their hands what they could 
not eat. 

Ver. 25. Wlien thou contest into the standing-corn of thy 
neighbours, thou mayest pluck the ears with thine hand.] 
As the disciples of bur Saviour did, when they walked 
through the corn, (Matt. xii. 1.) which they might have 
justified by the strictest rules of the ph'aris'aieal doctors, 
who granted this privilege unto Jews, but not unto gentiles. 
; But thou slialt not move a sickle into thy neighbour's stand* 
zng-corn.] They might not cut down any corn, but only 
pluck with their hands as much as was necessary to satisfy 
their hunger, or for their pleasure. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

Ver..l. rr HEN a man hath taken a wife, and married 
her.] The Hebrew doctors make a difference between these 
two ; understanding by taking a wife, his espousing her to 
be his wife ; and by marrying her, his completing the con- 
tract, by lying with her. 

And it come to pass.] Either after he hath espoused her, 
or after he hath consummated the marriage! 

Tlmt she find no favour in his eyes.] i. e. He dislikes her ; 
or, as it is expressed ver. 3. hates her.' Which signifies' 
either an absolute dislike to her, or comparatively with ' 
some person whom he likes better. 

Because he hath found some uncleanness in her.] This is 
assigned as the reason and ground of his dislike, which 
signifies something odious to him, though, perhaps, it might 
not be so to another, whom Moses supposes she might 
marry after this husband had discharged her. Some of the 
Jews, indeed, extend this liberty so far, as to fancy they, 
might, without any reason at all, for their mere pleasure, 
part with their wives. (See Buxtorf. dc Sponsal et JDivor- 
tiis, sect. 89.) But others are more modest, and acknow- 
ledge that these words \piatter of uncleanness] signify some 
weighty cause. Yet they distinguish between the first wife 
a man took, who might not be put away but for some un- 
cleanness, and the second, who might be put away for a 
lesser reason. But there were great differences between 
the school of Hillel and the school of Shammai (whom the 
Talmudists so much talk of), about this matter oiunclean- 
ness: yet both agree it hath a far lower signification here 
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than in the book of Leviticus, where it signifies adultery, 
incest, or such-like turpitude. For if adultery had been 
here meant, she might have been put to death ; or the mere 
suspicion of it tried by the water of jealousy. (See Bux- 
torf in the book beforcnamed, sect. 90. and our Scldcn, 
lib. iii. Uxor. Hebr. cap. 20, 21.) Abarbinel thinks the 
two plainest causes of dislike signified by these words, 
were cither such behaviour as might make her suspected 
of impurity (as going with her faco uncovered, or her 
breast naked;, sporting with young men, or washing in 
the same place with them, or having her arms bax;c) ; or, 
secondly, when they were of such a different temper, hu- 
mour, and disposition, that they disliked and nauseated 
each other's company, and, consequently, lived in continual 
bTawls and contentions. And, besides such moral causes, 
they allowed also such natural as made a woman offensive; 
viz. leprosy, or some such disease in her body, as he did 
not discover before marriage. And sometimes they extend 
this as far as to a stinking breath. 

Then let Mm write her a bill of divorcement.] Whatsoever 
was the cause of the husband's dislike, this law provides 
the wife should not be damaged by it, being made rather 
for her advantage than her husband's; viz. to free her (as 
Dr. Hammond observes) from the pain and vexation of her 
husband's unkindness, and the danger of seeing another 
taken in, and preferred before her; and she might be per- 
feictlyat liberty to leave one, who did not love* her, and 
take another husband who might possibly delight in her. 
(See Answer to six Queries, q. iii. chap. 2.) Some think that 
this custom of putting away wives, which they, did not like, 
prevailed before the law of Moses. Which opinion hath 
something to countenance.it, from the mention of divorces 
in several places (Levit. xxi. 14. xxii. 13. Numb. xxx. 9.) 
before the book of Deuteronomy was written, wherein he 
Orders a bill tol)e given in writing to discharge them. If 
this be true, it gives a good reason why God was pleased 
to grant this permission; because they were so settled in 
this practice, that it was safer still to indulge it to them, 
than quite to abolish it. Which he did with this caution, 
That husbands should not discharge their wives with, a 
word, bidding them begone out of doors (i. e. putting them 
away rashly, and in a sudden fit of anger ), but first write 
them a bill containing their pleasure herein. Which being 
a deliberate act might possibly hinder this divorce; to 
which they might be prone in a passion, but not after some 
consideration. * The form of this bill is in Mr. Selden, and 
exactly scanned, lib., iii. Uxor. Hebr. cap. 24. Who ob- 
serves also, in another place of that book, (cap. 19.) that 
as, for five hundred years, or more, the Roman state flou- 
rished without the use of divorces, so for seven hundred 
years after the making of this law, there is no mention of 
any bill of divorce ; so for seven hundred years after the 
making of this law, there is no mention of any bill of di- 
vorce among the Jews, that is, till the days of Isaiah, (see 
chap. 1. 1.) and but rarely afterward. 

And give it into her hand.'] Saying these, or some such- 
like words, Behold, this is thy bill of divorce; otherwise it 
was not good : and there were to be at least two witnesses 
unto it, as the Jews say. Who make ten things necessary 
(which they think to bo founded upon the law itself) to 
make the bill legal. (See Selden, in the same book, cap. 25.) 
, And send her out of his house.] This Dr. Hammond (in 



tho place abovementioned) looks. upon as an-obligation 
upon her husband to furnish her for her journey, to endow 
her, and make provision for her. For so the word irpoTrin- 
ttuv, to send oirf, signifies in tho New Testament, to provide 
a viaticum, 1 Cor. xvi. G. 11. Titus iii. 13. where it is ex- 
plained, by letting nothing be wanting. But the Jews are 
of opinion, that the divorce was perfect and legitimate, be- 
fore he sent her out of his doors: for it was sufficient to 
give her a bill in such a form, as plainly shewed their matri- 
mony was dissolved ; and that she was no part of his fa- 
mily, though he had not actually sent her away. Yet, if he 
kept her still in his house, after this bill was delivered into 
her hand, it was presumed they cohabited together, and he 
was to give her a new bill of divorce. 

In all which I can- see nothing like a command for put- 
ting away their wives, if they were disagreeable; which the 
Jews would fain extort out of these words. And so they 
spake unto our blessed Lord, Matt, xix.7. though in an- 
other place they spake of it only as a permission, Mark 
x.3. The plain intent of this law being this; That if a man 
did put away his wife (as they are suffered to do), she might 
marry another man ; but if that new husband died, she 
might not return to her first husband again. See Buxtorf. 
de Sponsal. et Divortiis, p. 107, 108, &c. and to shew 
that. Moses rather supposed, than permitted divorces, 
p. 113, &c. 

, Ver. 2. And when she is departed out of his house.'] So 
that it is publicly known, she is no longer his wife. 
1 She may go and be another man's wife.] The bond of 
marriage being wholly broken by the bill of divorce, where- 
by he renounced all interest in her, and' expressly said, 
in the very body of the bill (as we speak), it may be free to- 
thee to marry with whom thou wilt. Much more was the 
bond broken by adultery, for which our Saviour gives a> 
man leave to put away his wife, and take another. See 
David Chytracus concerning this matter, p. 117, &c. where 
he reports a very wise resolution of Luther's Pomeranus* 
and Melancthon, in the case of the criminal person. 

Ver. 3. And if the latter husband hate her, and winte Iter 
a bill of divorce, and give it her in her hand, and send her 
out of his house.] This shews that no other way of putting 
away a wife was allowed, but only this. For, as Maimo- 
nides well observes, (More Nevochim, par. iii. cap. 49.) if 
it had been lawful to do it by bare words, or simply send- 
ing her out of his house, any woman might have left her 
husband, and said she was put away ; both she, and he that 
committed adultery with her, pretending a divorce, when 
her husband had given her none. Therefore the law wisely 
provided none should be put away, but by such a bill as 
is beforementioned, whereby an. authentic testimony was 
given of it. 

Or if her latter husband die, xvhich took her to wife.] 
Whereby she became free again, as the apostle hath ob- 
served, Rom. vii. 2. 

Ver. 4. Her former husband, xvhich sent her away, may 
not take her again to be his wife.] One would have thought 
there could have been no danger of any man's desiring her 
again, whom he had solemnly sent away with dislike But 
such is the levity and fickleness of human nature (the Jews 
at least were so inconstant), that it seems men sometimes 
sought after that which they had rejected: and this was 
the punishment of their injustice, in putting away a wife 
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without sufficient cause (as by this they acknowledged), 
that they might not again enjoy her. 

After that she is defiled.} This is the reason why the 
former husband might not marry her again (as the Jews take 
it)^because byher second marriage she was defiled. Which 
they say she was (so that he could not have her again), 
though she had been only espoused to a new husband, who 
had never lain with her. For they make no difference .be- 
tween her second marriage and second espousals, but think 
a woman * contracted such a pollution by her second es- 
pousals, that she would not have been so much polluted, if 
she had played the whoie after her divorce. For in that 
case,they say, he might notwithstanding have married her 
again; but not after she had been married to another. Thus 
Mr. Seldcn reports their opinion, lib. i.Uxor. Heb. cap. 11. 
where he observes, that the Mahometans, who are wont in 
many things to ape the Jews, here quite differ from them; 
allowing a man liberty to take his wife again, though he 
had divorced her three times.. 

» Now the ground upon which a divorced woman was ac- 
counted defiled, or unclean, after another man had married 
her, 1 suppose, was, that this was looked upon as a solemn 
renunciation of her former husband on her part, who had 
been renounced by him by the bill of divorce; but he was 
not absolutely renounced by her till she married another, 
whereby she was totally alienated from him.. This made 
her unclean, not in herself, nor with respect to. her second 
husband, whom she married, nor with respect to any other 
man (who might marry her without any pollution), but only 
with respect to. her first husband, unto whom, by this law, 
she was made unclean; for so all things forbidden to the 
Jews were accounted, as appears from Acts x.14, 15. 
where all meats prohibited by the law are called unclean; 
and God is said to have cleansed them, by taking off that 
prohibition. 

For that is.ahomination before tlie Lord.] That is, to- re- 
turn to her first husband, and to be his wife again: for this, 
saith Abarbinel, was to imitate the Egyptians, who changed 
their wives, and took them again into their houses ; which 
was the occasion of great filthincss. But this intimates, 
that if- she had not been married to any other man, but 
kept herself free, she might have been his wife again, if he 
had a mind to be reconciled to her. And this shews also, 
that God intended to discpurage them from putting away 
their wives, by making them incapable, after they had 
been married to another, for ever to enjoy them again, 
though they grew very rich, or otherwise desirable, which 
inclined many, no doubt, to consider well before they 
parted with them. 

And thou shall not cause the land to sin, which the Lord 
thy God giveththee, &c] The people of the land might, by 
such a large indulgence, have been tempted to pollute it 
with many sins, and thereby bring God's judgments upon 
it. (Sec Jcr. iiul.) For, as Isaac Arama glosses, if this 
had not been prohibited, a gate. had been opened unto vile 
men, to make a trade of changing, their wives, and thereby 
filled the land with whoredoms. 

Ver. 5; Wlien a man hath taken a new wife.] The He- 
brews think, (as I observed before, xx. 7.) that, whether he 
had married a virgin or a widow, he was to have the. pri- 
vilege here mentioned ; yea, they extend it to him who had 
WWpcd his brother's wife ; but not to him who had mar- 



ried her whom he put away, and might take again, if she 
had not been married since that to another man. For she 
could not be said to be a new wife. 

He shall not go out to ivar.] Sec Deut. xx. 7.' 

Nor be charged ivith any business.] No public employ- 
ment was to be put upon him, which might occasion his ab- 
sence from his wife; not so much as watching, or such-like. 
For the better understanding of which, it must be remem- 
bered, what was said about the fearful and timorous, who 
were bid to return home from the army, lest they disheart* 
cned their brethren, xx. 8. And yet these men were bound 
to furnish the army with victuals and water, to clear the 
w T ays, and take up their quarters; but a new bridegroom 
was free from all these. Only they made a difference be- 
tween a war by the Divine commandment, and one under- 
taken voluntarily: unto the former of which they think this 
immunity doth not extend, but 6nly to the latter. In the 
margin these words are translated, nor any thing pass upon 
him, that is, he shall not pay tribute.. 

But he shall be free at home for one year. ~\ The same time 
of freedom it was thought reasonable to grantunto builders- 
and planters, because they are joined with new-married 
men in the speech the priest made before they went to bat-- 
tlc> xx. 5 — 7. • 

And shall cheer up his wife whom he hath taken.]' Make 
much of hcr> as we speak, and so endear himself to her by 
his kindness, that there might be no occasion of a divorce. 
For the prevention of which this law seems to have been 
intended; that by so long a conversation together, without 
any interruption, they might have so perfect an understand- 
ing one of another, and such a mutual confidence might be 
settled, that he might not easily entertain any jealousies oif 
her, when he should be absent in the wars, or elsewhere. 

Ver. G. No man shall take the nether or the upper mill- 
stone to pledge.] This is a law of the same nature with that 
Exod. xx. 26, 27. for the preservation of mercy, benefi- 
cence, and clemency towards the poor, as Maimonides 
speaks, More Nevochim, par. iii. cap. 3D. 

For he taketh a man's life to pledge.] That is, his liveli- 
hood; by which he maintains himself and his family, and 
keeps them from starving. By this reason it was unlawful 
to take any other thing for a security, by the w r ant of which 
a man might be in danger to be undone. For instance, 
they did not allow any man to seize upon the oxen which 
were at plough. He who broke this law was scourged. - 

Ver. 7. If any man be found stealing any of his .brethren 
the children of Israel.] If he were either taken in the fact, 
or it was plainly proved against him. So the very words 
of the Athenian law were, 'Eav rig fyavtphg ytviyrai ai'Spano- 
liZofitvoQ, if a man be an apparent man~stealer.\ 

And maketh merchandise of him, or selleth him.'] This 
was the end of man-stealing, to make a gain of him, either 
by exchanging him for some commodity, or selling him for 
money. 

Then that thief shall die.] This crime was punished with 
death, though stealing of beasts or other things was not, 
(see Exod. xxi. 16.) because it was very heinous on a dou- 
ble account, both by depriving the community of one of its 
members, and making him a slave in another country. 
And, indeed, the most moderate lawyers did not know how 
to securo men in the possession of .things very valuable, 
but by inflicting such a punishment on those that stole 
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them. Thus, after Solon had tempered the rigid law of 
Draco, which punished all theft with death, by ordering in 
most cases only the payment of double, he enacted the 
stealing of a great sum of money to be capital; nay, he 
made it a great crime to steal dung, because it was a tiling 
of great value in that country, which was very barren, and 
needed it for their ground. How much more valuable was 
a man in all men's account, whom if any man stole, the 
law was wiry Oavarov tivai rrjv Zvpfav, that death should be 
his punishment ; as Xenophon reports it. And he was ac- 
counted dv8ptnroh<rnis> a man-stealer, who, not only by force 
or by fraud, carried away a freeman, and sold him for a 
slave, or suppressed him; but he who inveigled away an- 
other man's servant, and persuaded him to run away, or 
concealed such a fugitive, (as Sam. Petitus observes, out 
of Pollux and others, lib. vii. Leges Atticas, tit. 5. p. 533.) 
Which makes me think, not only he that stole one of his 
brethren of the children of Israel, but he that stole a pro- 
selyte of any sort, or the servant of a stranger, was liable 
to the punishment mentioned in this law of Moses. 

And thou shalt put away evil from among yon.] By these 
words we may understand the greatness of his crime ; for 
they are. nqver used in this book, but when Moses speaks 
of the punishment of some enormous sin. (See xiii. 5. 
xvii. 7.xix.l9,&c.) 

Ver. 8/ Take heed of the plague of leprosy , that thou ob- 
serve diligently.'] This was the highest legal uncleanness, 
and therefore the greatest caution was to be used to prevent 
its contagion. . . 

And do according to all that the priests the Levites.] They 
were constituted by the law the sole judges, whether a man 
had the leprosy or not; and were to order his separa T 
tion from others if he had; and frequently make inspection, 
whether it spread, or was at a stand, &c. See the thirteenth 
and fourteenth chapters of Leviticus ; where there are laws 
about houses and garments, as well as .persons, infected 
with this disease by the hand of God, as the Jews under- 
stand it. 

Shall teqeh yow.] To teach in this place signifies to de- 
clare the obligation, of the law by the judges of it, the 
priests the Levites. Thus Jehoshaphat is said to have sent 
his princes to teach in the cities ofJudah, and with them he 
sent Levites and priests, 2 Chron. xviii. 18. where R. So- 
lomon notes, that it was the business of the priests and Le- 
vites to teach and instruct, as is here written in this place 
(which he quotes), and the princes went with them, that 
none might disobey them, but be constrained by their au-. 
thority to do according to their command. Sec Mr. Thorn- 
dike, in his Religious Assemblies, chap. 2. p. 22. where he 
observes, that, in Leviticus, direction is given to the priests 
how to proceed in judging leprosies; but no provision made 
till now, that the people should stand to their judgment. 

They who imagine that the priest had the care of lepers, 
as their physicians, forget that no other diseased persona 
are ordered to repair to them; which is a sign they did 
not pretend to cure them, but only to preserve others from 
being deGled by them; and to do what was necessary for 
their cleansing, when they were healed by God. 

As I commanded them, so shall ye v?)serve to do.] They 
were so to observe the priests, as to mark what God com- 
manded ;• and accordingly obey them, not against, but ac- 
cording to his command. ; „ . 



Ver. 9. Remember what the Lord thy God did ilnto 
Miriam by the way, after that ye were come forth out of 
Egypt.] This seems to be mentioned, that they might not 
think much to be shut up seven days, when they were but 
suspected to have the leprosy, and seven days more to 
make farther trial, and to be put out of the camp, when it 
appeared plainly they had this disea-se, (Lev. xiii. 4, 5. 45, 
4G.) since so great a person as Miriam was excluded so 
long from the society of God's people, (Numb. xii. 15.) 
And this may be looked upon as an admonition to tako 
care, lest they spoke evil of dignities (which brought this 
punishment on Miriam), or disobeyed the commands of 
the priest, which might bring the like, or some other judg- 
ment upon them. 

Ver. 10. When thou dost lend thy brother any thing, 
thou shall not go into his house to fetch his pledge.] This 
was a very merciful provision for the poor, whose houses 
he would have so privileged, that no man might enter into 
them without tjieir consent, and there choose what he 
pleased for the security of his debt: but he was to take 
what the borrower could best spare. 
» Ver. 11. Thou shalt stand abroad.] Keep without door. 

And the man to whom thou dost lend shall bring out the 
pledge abroad unto thee.] So the debtor, not the creditor, 
was to choose what pledge he would give ; for he best 
knew what he could, with most convenience to himself, 
part withal ; and if it was sufficient, the lender had reason 
to be satisfied with it. 

Ver. 12. And if the man be poor, thou shalt not sleep 
with his pledge:] But restore it before night. Which, is to 
be understood of such things as were necessary for the 
preservation of his life or health, as the following words 
demonstrate. ? 

Ver. 13. In any case thou shalt deliver him the pledge 
again when the sun goeth down, that he may sleep in his 
own raiment.] And not be forced to borrow of others a 
necessary covering to defend him from the cold ; and not 
be able, perhaps, to procwre it. (See Exod. xxii. 2G, 27.) 
Which law seems to have been intended to keep them 
from taking any pledge of a very poor man. For to what 
purpose should they every morning fetch a pledge, and 
every evening carry itback again, which would only create 
them a great deal of trouble? 

And bless thee.] Pray God to bless thee. 

And it shall be righteousness unto thee before the Lord 
thy God.] Procure thee a blessing from God, who will 
esteem it an act of great mercy : which is often called by 
the name of righteousness in the holy books, Psal. cxii. 0. " 
Prov. x. 2, &c. Nay, such-like actions are properly called 
tzedekah, or righteousness, according to the opinion of 
Maimonides, who observes, (More Ncvochim, par. iii. cap. 
53.) that this word doth merely signify giving toovery man 
his own. " For when a man pays the hireling his wages, 
or a debtor pays his creditor, that is not called tzedekah ; 
but what a man doth out of pure love to virtue and good- 
ness (as when a man cures a poor wretch of his wounds), 
is properly called by that name. From whence it is said, 
concerning the restoring of a poor.man's pledge, it shall be 
to thee for righteousness." That is, saith Dr. Hammond 
(in his Practical Catechism), that degree of mercy which 
the law required of every Jew, without which he could 
not be accounted righteous : but there was a degree of* 
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bounty beyond this called chasidah, which was an excess 
of righteousness or goodness. 

Ver. 14. Thou shalt not oppress a hired servant.] Either 
by putting more work upon him than he is able to do, or 
by detaining his wages when it is done. The latter of 
these is most properly here denoted, as Const. I/Empe- 
reur observes out of D. Kimchi, who, in his Book of Roots, 
saith, the difference between p^y (which is the word here) 
and bu doth not lie in this, that the former signifies to de- 
fraud, the latter to take away by violence; but the former 
signifies to detain by force, and the other to take away by 
force what belongs to another. And for the proof* of it, 
alleges this place in Deuteronomy, which he thus trans- 
lates, Tliou shalt not detain by force the wages of the hire- 
ling. Which is expressed more clearly, Malachi iii. 5, 
Annot. in Bava-kama, cap. 9. sect. 7. p. 247. 

Tliat is poor and needy.'] And therefore the more to be 
pitied, and not oppressed, either by giving him less wages 
than another man, when he ought rather to have greater, 
or by keeping back his hire beyond the time wherein it 
ought to be paid : for, as the ancient lawyers say, " Minus 
.solvit, qui tempore minus solvit;" as it is observed by 
Grotius upon James V. 4. ' 

Whether he be of thy brethren, or of thy strangers that 
axe in thy land within thy gates.] No difference was to be 
made between a natural Jew and a proselyte of the gate, 
according to the general law, Lev. xix. 34. For such 
oppression might tempt them to do very wicked things : 
for instance, expose or kill their children, when they were 
notable to maintain them ; after the manner of the heathen, 
who were frequently guilty of this, and thought it no crime 
when their poverty constrained them to it. See Petrus Pec- 
tus, lib. iii. Miscell. Observ. cap. 17. where he produces 
many proofs of it, both out of Greek and Roman authors. 

Ver. 15. At his day thou shalt give him his hire.] Which 
was due to him, either by contract, or by natural equity ; and 
whether he had agreed to serve him for a day, or a month, 
or a year. At the time when his wages was due, it was to 
be punctually paid, unless he were willing to have it re- 
main in his hands. For this was not an act of. mercy, but 
-of justice, to pay a hireling his wages. 

Neither shall the sun go down upon it; for he is poor ;] 
This shews he speaks particularly of one that served for a 
day's wages, and could not forbear the payment of it, be- 
cause he was so poor as not to be able to provide himself 
and family necessaries without it. 

And setteth his heart upon it.] Eagerly expects it, as the 
support of his life. So the Vulgar translates it, With it he 
supports his soul, that is, his life. 

Lest he cry unto the Lord.] Make grievous complaints 
to him who made both rich and poor. 

And it be sin unto thee.] God will hear his cry, and se- 
verely punish thee. (See James v. 4.) 

Ven 10. The father shall not be put to death for the 
children, neither shall the children.be put to death for the 
father : every man shall- be put to death for his own sin.] 
This is a rule of common reason, which was anciently ex- 
pressed in this vulgar- saying, Noxa caput sequitur: and is 
excellently expressed by Dion Chrysostom, haarog airy 
ylvtrat ri\^ arvxiag mnog, Let every man be the author of his 
own'misfortune. Which Amazia, king of Judah, thought 
extended to the children of traitors, unto whom he allowed 



the* benefit of this law, as we read in so many words, 
2 Kings xi v. 6. 2 Chron. xxv. 4. And not only Philo, but 
Dionysius Halicarnassaeus condemns the custom of those 
nations who put to death the children of tyrants or traitors. 
See Grotius, lib. ii. de Jure Belli et Pacis, cap. 21. sect. 13, 
14. where he observes, that God indeed threatens to visit 
the sins of the fathers upon the children ; but in this case, 
"Jure dominii non psenae utitur," he uses the right of do- 
minion, not of punishment. 

Ver. 17. Thou shalt not pervert the judgment of the. 
stranger, nor of the fatherless.] Nor of the widow, who is 
joined with them, ver. 19. For such persons commonly 
have none to stand by them, and plead their cause;, and. 
therefore the judges were to take the greater care to see 
them have justice done, (Exod. xxii. 21. xxiii. 9.) 

Nor take the widow's raiment to pledge.] Which is to be 
understood of one that is poor; as appears from ver. 12.. 
(See Exod. xxii. 21. 20, 27.) 

Ver. 18. But thou shalt remember that thou wast a bond*- 
man in Egypt, and the Lord redeemed thee thence: therefore 
J command thee to do this thing.] The remembrance of theirr 
owti miserable condition in Egypt, till God took pity upon 
them, was to work compassion in them t6wards others in 
like forlorn estate ; otherwise they did not remember as they 
ought. This is often urged as a reason for shewing mercy 
to strangers, and such-like helpless persons, particularly in 
Lev. xix. 33, 34. and in this book, x. 19, 20. xv. 15. 

Ver. 19. When thou cxtttest down thine harvest in thy 
field, and hast forgot a sheaf in the field, thou shalt not go 
back agam to fetch it.] There are many merciful laws about 
the poor. (See* Lev. xix. 9, 10. xxiii. 22.) They are all 
put together by Mr. Selden, lib. vi. de Jure Nat. et Gent; 
cap. 6. where the exposition the Talmudists give of this 
law seems to me to be so strict, that it could do little good. 
For they say a sheaf was not taken to be forgotten, unless 
not only the owner of the field, but all the labourers forgot 
it: and if none of them remembered it, yet if any man that 
passed by that way came and gave them notice of it, it was 
not looked upon as left by forgetfulness. Yet they are so 
kind as to extend this law, not only to the sheaves of com 
left in the field, but to bunches of grapes, and other fruit, 
which were left behind in their vineyards or orchards. And 
it seems no unreasonable interpretation of this law, that if 
an owner of a field, or his workmen, called to mind, before 
they were gone quite out of the field, that a sheaf was left 
in-such a. place, they might go back and fetch it; but not, 
if they did not remember it till they came into the city. 
They that would sec more cases about this matter, may look 
into Maimonides de Donis Pauperum, translated by Dr. 
H. Prideaux, (cap. 5.) "and his very learned annotations 
upon it. Josephus seems to me to have interpreted this 
law most charitably, lib. iv. Archaeolog. cap. 8. where he 
saith, they were not only not to go back to fetch what they 
had forgot, but to leave on purpose corn, and grapes/ and 
olives, &c. for the benefit of the'poor. 

It shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless^ and for the 
widow.] Who are commonly put together as proper objects 
of charity: and are (as Mr. Selden speaks) a kind of para- 
phrase upon the word poor. 

That the Lord thy God may bless thee in all the work of 
thy ha?id.] Make their land stilLvery fruitful : which was a 
reward of. their charity.. 
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Ver. 20. When thou beatest thine olive-tree.] As they 
were wont to do, in those countries, with sticks/to bring 
down the olives. 

Thou shall not go over the bouglts' again.] Not search the 
boughs, after they are beaten, whether any be left. 

It shall be for the stranger, &c] Who might go into the 
olive-yards, after the owner had carried out his fruit, and 
gather what they found still remaining on the trees. 

Ver. 21. When thou gatherest the grapes of thy vineyard, 
thou slidlt not glean it afterward.] By making a new ga- 
thering after the first. But if tho poor themselves left any 
behind, after the usual time allowed for the gathering such 
fruits or corn as were left for them, it was lawful for the 
owner to take it himself; and he was not bound, either to 
pay the poor the price ef it, or to leave it for the beasts and 
birds. For the command is (say the Jewish doctors, who 
nicely scan these things), that it shall be for the poor, and 
that it be left for them; but not any thing given them in lieu 
of it/(Sce Selden, in the forenamed place, p. 699.) 

It shall be for the stranger, for thefaiherless, and for the 
widow.'] The Jewish doctors,' by the stranger here men- 
tioned, in this and the foregoing verses, would have only 
proselytes of justice understood, who had entirely embraced 
the Jewish religion; so that other proselytes, and mere 
gentiles, had no right to these things. For by the law, say 
they, concerning the tithe for the poor, (xiv. 29.) the Levite 
and the stranger are put together: and the Levite being a 
child of the covenant, so must the sti-angcr be, who isjoined 
with him. But this restriction confined this charity within 
such narrow bounds, that they themselves are not satisfied 
wifh it- 'and therefore they add, that though such only as 
were within the covenant had a right to these things by the 
law, yet, if proselytes of the gate, or mere gentiles, mixed 
themselves with the Jews, by the decree -of their wise men, 
they were not to be hindered from gathering their share in 
these fruits of the earth which were left for the poor. And 
they give this reason for it, because of the way of peace, that 
is, offices of humanity and charity ought to be extended to 
all. (Sec Selden, p. 700.) 

i Ver. 22. And thou slialt remember that thou wast a bond- 
man in the land of Egypt: therefore I command thee to do 
this thing.] If they had been only strangers there, and neg- 
lected by the natives of the country, the remembrance ,of 
God's mercy in providing for them had been a powerful 
motive to obey this command: and therefore the remem- 
brance of the slavery and grievous oppressions under 
which they there groaned was a far greater. (See ver, 18.) 



CHAP. XXV. . 

Ver. 1. IF there be a controversy between men, and they 
come into judgment.] It is evident, by the sequel, that he 
speaks of criminal causes. 

Tliat the judges may judge them.] Who were appointed* 
to be constituted and settled in all their gates. (Sec xvi. 18.) 

Then they shall justify the righteous.'] Acquit him who is 
falsely acciised of doing any wrong. 

And condemn the ivicked.] To suffer such punishment as 
his crime deserves. 

Ver. 2. And itshttll be, if the wicked man bt worthy to be 
beaten.] For what crimes men were to be beaten, by the 



sentenco of the lower courts, as well as by that of the great 
Sanhedrin, see Selden, lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 13. n. 7, 8. 
They were in all, as they reckon, two hundred and seven. 

The judge shall cause him to lie down.] By his officers wha 
attended the court.- 

Before his face.] In open court. But he was first to 
be admonished; and the witnesses were to.be produced 
against him, as in capital causes: after which the judge 
commanded him to lie down before a low pillar, to which 
his hands were tied; and he being stripped down to his 
waist, the executioner stood behind him upon a stone, where 
he scourged him both on the back and breast, with thongs 
made of an ox's hide, before the face of the judges: for 
though one judge be only mentioned, the execution was 
done before the whole bench, after the sentence was pro- 
nounced by one of them. 

According to this fault.] For the violation of a negative 
precept he might be scourged before the court; consisting 
of three judges; but not for the violation of an affirmative, 
which was to be done before the court of twenty-three, as 
Selden observes in the place forenamed, sect. 6. 

By a certain number.] He was condemned to receive 
more or fewer stripes, proportionable to his crime: and all 
the' time the executioner was scourging him, the principal 
judge proclaimed these words, (Deut. xxviii. 58.) with a 
loud voice, " If thou observest not all the words of this 
law, &c. then the Lord shall make thy plagues wonder- 
ful," &c. adding those, xxix. 9. " Keep therefore the 
w r ords of this covenant, and do them," &c. Concluding at 
last with those of the Psalmist, lxxviii. 38. " But he be- 
ing full of compassion, forgave their iniquities." Which he 
was to repeat, if he had finished these sayings before the 
full number of stripes were given. (See Selden, lib. ii. de 
Synedr. cap. 13. n. 6. which I find in the title Maccoth, 
cap. 3. sect. 16. and see G. Schickard, Miscbpat Ham- 
melech, cap. 2. p. 57, 58.) 

Ver. 3. Forty stripes he may give him.] Which was more 
merciful than the Athenian law mentioned by /Eschincs, 
which was inflicted upon criminals, ry S^otn'p fiaartyi 7rtv- 
rfjKQvra 7rX7ryac> fifty stripes by the public scourge. But 
none among the Jews were to receive above forty for any 
crime; fewer they might inflict, though not more. 

And not exceed.] Of this they were so careful, that as one 
of the three judges commanded the executioner to strike, 
another told the stripes, while the third pronounced the 
sentences out of the Scripture beforementioned, to admo- 
nish him, and every one else, of the justice of the punish- 
ment. So Schickard observes, out of Maimonides, in the 
place abovenamed. For the prevention also of excess in 
this* punishment, they were wont to give but thirty-nine 
stripes, nnd no more,; though tho offender was ever so 
strong or pertinacious. Thus the Jews generally affirm, 
' and it appears to bo true, by what St. Paul saith of him- 
self, 2 Cor. xi. 24: ." Of the Jews five times I received 
forty stripes save one;" which is exactly the phrase of 
Mischna in Maccoth, cap. 3. sect. 10. where they interpret 
forty stripes by the nfcxt number to forty, i. e. thirty-nine. 
For which they give a foolish reason in the Gemara (as 
Joh. Coch there observes); but Maimonides gives a sober 
account, that this was ordered, lest the executioner, by 
carelessness, might exceed the number of forty, beyond 
which the law required them not to go; but it was lawful to 
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fall short of it, and therefore they required him to stop at 
the thirty-ninth stroke; Yet, if any man deserved this pu- 
nishment twice together, they did sometimes exceed the 
number of forty, and went so far as to sentence such a ma- 
lefactor to receive seventy-nine stripes; as Mr. Selden ob- 
serves in the same place : where he likewise notes, on the 
other side, that if a man was so w r eak, that he was ready to 
faint away, before he had received thirty-nine, the judges 
ordered the executioner to stay his hand. 

Lest, if he should exceed, and beat him above these with 
many stripes, then thy brother should seem vile unto thee.'] 
Being beaten like a dog, as we speak; that is, so cruelly, 
that the marks of it remained afterward, to make him con- 
temptible. Which the law was so far from intending, that 
the Jews say no man was to be reproached afterward with 
this whipping, or the crime for which he was whipped, be- 
cause he was still a brother, as the word here is. And there- 
fore he was to be restored to the same respect among them 
that he had before, nay, to any office which. before he en- 
joyed; except he was the president of the Sanhedrin, who 
was never- to be restored to his power, if he had been 
scourged, nor equally honoured with his inferior colleagues. 
So Schickard observes, out of Maimonides, in the fore- 
named book, p, 62. I ■ 

Ver. 4. Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth 
out the com.] It was the custom, not only in this country, 
but among the Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans, to use oxen 
in treading out their corn, either with their feet barely, or 
by drawing a cart, or other instrument,. over it. And while 
they were at work some muzzled them, and others daubed 
their mouths with dung; others hung a wooden instrument 
about their necks, which hindered them from stooping 
down; or put sharp pricks in their mouths; or kept them 
without drink; or covered their corn with skins, that they 
might not be able to come at it. (See Bochartus, in his 
Hierozoicon,par. i. lib.ii. cap. 40. p. 401.) Which inhuma- 
nity God here forbids, and instructs his people, by shewing 
mercy to their beasts, to be kind one to another, particu- 
larly to their servants and labourers, but, above all, to 
those who laboured in the work of the ministry, for the 
salvation of souls, as St. Paul argues, 1 Cor. ix. 9. (See 
Bonfrerius.) 

Ver. 5. If brethren dwell together.] They are said to dwell 
together, not only who were in the same family, but in the 
same country, Gen, xiii.- 5, 6. 

And one of them die, and have no child.] If he left a child, 
though he were a mamzer, or an apostate, his next brother 
was not bound to marry his wife ; but if he left a child by 
a slave, or a gentile, he .was. If he left his wife with child, 
and she miscarried, he was bound; but if she brought a 
live child, after she had gone with it nine months, he was 
free. And by a child is to be understood either a son or 
daughter. (See Selden, lib. de Successionibus ad bona De- 
functi, cap. 14.) 

The wife of the dead shall not marry without unto a 
stranger!] This shews the end of this law was to preserve 
inheritances in the family to which they belonged. 

Her husband's brother shall go in unto her, and take her 
to him to wife.] The Hebrew doctors understand this obli- 
gation to lie upon the eldest brother that was surviving; 
and only of a brother that was by the same father. For 
though they had the same motfiqr,, if they had not the same 
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father, no obligation lay upon him: " For brethren (saith 
Maimonides) by the mother's side, are not accounted bre- 
thren, either in the matter of inheritances, or of marrying a 
brother's wife : but they are as if they were not brethren ; 
for there is no fraternity which is not from the father." (See 
Heideggerus Exercit. i. de (Econom. Patriarch 10. 16. and 
Selden,' Uxor. Hebr. p. 80.) But the king, they say, was 
excepted from this law, as Schickard observes in his Jus 
Regium, p. 56. 

And perform the duty of a husband's brother to her.] 
This was a law before the time of Moses, among the 
patriarchs, as we learn from Gen. xxxviii. 7, 8, &c. And 
it was so well understood to ,be a boundcn duty, that the 
Hebrew doctors say, it was not necessary there should be 
any solemn marriage celebrated jvith such widow; be- 
cause, unless her husband's brother renounced her, she 
was esteemed his wife, min hashamajim, by the authority 
of God ; and that, whether she had been only espoused by 
the deceased brother, or his complete wife. Yet by the con- 
stitution of their elders, he was to contract with her before* 
two witnesses, and give her a piece of money; before 
which it was not lawful for him to lie with her. There 
was to be also a sacred benediction of the marriage; and 
her dowry assigned her by an instrument. But if he did 
lie with her before these solemnities, there was no formal 
contract exacted of him afterward ; he was only scourged 
for contemning the constitutions of their elders, and com- 
pelled to settle a dowry upon her. See Selden, lib. i. 
Uxor. Hebr. cap. 12. where, he observes, that, urease a 
man left several widows, if his brother either married, or 
renounced one of them, all the rest were free from this 
law. .And if several brethren died, and left every one of 
them a wife, without issue, the surviving brother might 
either take or reject them all ; or take one or two, and let 
the rest alone, as he pleased. And if the' -eldest brother, 
that married his brother's relict, died also. without issue, 
then the next surviving brother was to marry her; and so 
forward, according to the case supposed in the gospel. 
And yet that brother only was admitted to this marriage, . 
who was born before Jlis brother's death ; which they 
gather from the first words of this verse, if brethren 
dwell together ; which cannot be meant of one born after 
his brother's death. They might likewise Jiave concluded, 
from this phrase, that such of the brethren as Jiad wives 
already were not bound to take her to wife, buttonly he 
that was unmarried ; who might be supposed to be meant 
by him that dwelt together with .his brother, and was not 
yet gone to a house of his own. But I fear I have said, 
too much of a matter now quite- antiquated, unless it be. 
among some of the Indians ancl Persians, and among the 
Tartars that inhabit Iberia and Albania, who still- retain 
this custom ; as Huetius observes, in his Demonstrate 
Evangel, propos. iv. cap. 11. n. 1. 

Ver. 6. And it shall be, that the first-born whicfi she 
beareth shall succeed in the name of his .brother .which is 
dead.] Shall be reputed the son and heir of the deceased ; 
but there was.no necessity to give him his name. 

That his name be not put out in Israel.] That a family 
in Israel might not be lost; for this was a provision for 
the preservation of families. (See Nuinb. xxvii. 4.) And 
therefore, if there was no brother, properly so called, to 
perform this duty, the next of kin (who is also called a 
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brother in a large sense) was bound to marry her. See of 
. this word name, Numb, xxvii. 4. 

Ver. 7. And if a man like not to take his brother's tvife.] 
Here now was a great mitigation of that ancient law, 
which had been before the time of Moses, that a man 
might refuse to marry his brother's wife, if he did not like 
her. Which was not permitted before, as appears by 
the story of Onan, (Gen. xxxviii.) who married Tamar 
against his mind (as his behaviour towards her demon- 
strates), which he needed not to have done, if this permis- 
sion, which here follows, had been then in use. 

Then let his brother's wife go tip to the gate.] Where the 
court of judgment sat, as I have often observed. (See 
xvi. 18.) 

Unto the elders.] A court consisting of three elders was 
sufficient to judge in this matter. And it was of no con- 
sequence, whether these three were created elders, accord- 
ing to the solemn form among them, by laying on of hands; 
but it was sufficient, if they were such as they called elders 
of the street, or common men. (See lib. i. Uxor. Hebr. cap. 
15. and lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 7. n. 3.) 

And say, My husband's brother refuseth to raise np unto 
his brother a name in Israel: he will not perform the duty 
of my husband's brother.] She was to put a bill of complaint 
against him in these words. 

Ver. 8. Then the elders of the city shall call him, and 
speak to him, &c] He being summoned to. appear before 
them, together with the woman (who they say was to be 
fasting)? 4 and two witnesses at the least, she opened the 
whole matter. And then the question being asked, whether 
it were three months since her husband's death (which were 
to be allowed, to see whether she proved with child or not), 
and whether this man was next of kin; and a satisfactory 
answer being returned, the judges laid tho law before them, 
admonished them seriously to consider, on each side, their 
age, or any disparity or incommodity that might bo in their 
marriage, and accordingly to resolve; and then they asked 
the man, in express words, whether he would marry her, 
and raise up seed to his brother. If he stood to his first 
resolution, as it hero follows, and said, I like not to take 
Iter; then the woman read the words foregoing, ver. 7. My 
husbancCs brother refuseth to raise up unto his brother a 
name in Israel, &c. and then proceeded to do as follows, 
ver. 9. (See Selden, in the book forenamed, cap. 14.) 

Ver. 9. Then shall his brother's tvife come unto him, in 
the presence of the elders, and loose his shoe from off his 
foot.] From his right foot, as the Hebrew doctors say; 
which was done, I suppose, as a mark of infamy, for his 
want of natural affection; which made him unworthy to be 
reckoned among freemen, but rather deserve to be thrust 
down into the condition of slaves, who were wont to go 
barefoot. 

And spit in his face.] In contempt of him who had de- 
spised her. The Hebrew doctors, indeed, expounded this 
only of her spitting upon the earth, directly before his face, 
so that the spitting might be seen by the judges. And they 
give this as a reason, why the king was not subject to this 
law of marrying his brother's wife, (and they might add 
the high-priest, Lev. xxi. 13, 14.) because it would have 
been below his dignity to have had his shoe pulled off (if 
he had not liked the woman), or to have had her spit before 
him, as Bartenora's w r ords are: which would have been a 



better reason, if they had said, it had been very unbecoming 
for her to have spit in the king's face. See Selden, lib. i. 
Uxor. Hebr. cap. 10. and Hackspan, lib. i. Miscellan. cap. 
7. n. 8. where he observes, the king was hound to all the 
six hundred and thirteen precepts, but only this of marry- 
ing his brother's wife. 

And shall answer.] To his peremptory refusal of her. 

And say, So shall it be done unto that man that will not 
build up his brother's house.] She was immediately to read 
these words of the law. And then the judges gave her a 
writing, signifying his renunciation of her, in the manner 
now related, that so it might be free for any other man to 
marry her. See the form of it in Selden, lib. i. Uxor. Hebr. 
cap. 14. where he hath observed certain niceties about the 
kind of shoe that was to be pulled off, but gives no account 
why this ceremony was used. 

Ver. 10. And his name shall be called in Israel, The house 
of him that hath his shoe loosed.] As soon as she had 
loosed his shoe, both the judges, and all* the by-standers 
round about, cried aloud three times, The shoe is pulled 
off, the shoe is pulled off, the shoe is pulled off! And 
thereupon his family had this name, as a disgrace, for not 
doing the duty of a brother. Some will have this pulling 
off the shoe to have been only a mark, that he parted with 
his right to her; but these words shew that it was in the 
nature of a brand upon him and his posterity. And so Jo- 
sephus saith, lib. iv. Archaclog. cap. 8. that he went out of 
the court with a.mark of ignominy. Which doth not relate 
merely to her spitting in his face; for Maimonides saith 
expressly, (in his More Nevochim, par. iii. cap. 49.) that 
this action (viz. of pulling off the shoe, as wxll as the other) 
was a foul and ignominious tiling in those days, intended 
to move men to perform the duty of a husband's brother, 
that they might avoid such reproach. J. Wagenseil hath 
given us the exact form of the shoe, which was used on 
such occasions, in his Annotations upon Sota, p. 664. and 
see 1212. where he commends Leo Modena's account of 
this whole business; which differs not at all from that which 
I have given ; only I observe that he saith, when the woman 
taketh off the shoe from the man's foot, she lifts it up on 
high, and throweth it against the ground; which I take to 
be a note of indignation and contempt. And he saith also, 
it was anciently accounted a more laudable thing to fake 
her, than to release her; and imputes it to the corruption 
of men's manners, and the hardness of their hearts, that 
now they look only after worldly ends, cither of riches or 
beauty: which makes very few in these days (especially 
among the Dutch and Italian Jews) to marry their brother's 
widow. (See his History of the Rites and Customs of tho 
Jews, par. iv. chap. 7.) 

Ver. 11. When men strive together one with another.] 
Fall out (as we speak) and fight, cither with their fists or 
sticks, or other weapons. 

And the tvife of one dratveth near for to deliver her hus- 
band out of the hand of him that smiteth him.] Who had 
wounded him, and was likely, I suppose, to be too hard 
for him. 

And putteth forth her hand, and taketh him by the se- 
crets.] As a sure, means to make him let go his hold of her 
husband, that he might preserve himself. 

Ver. 12. Then thou shalt cut off her hand.] This was to 
be done by the sentence of the cburt, as a punishment for 
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her impudence ; and for the hurt which, perhaps, the man 
might have received hereby in those parts whereby man- 
kind is propagated. 

Thine eye shall not pity her.] The word her riot being 
in the Hebrew text, several of the Jews (and Grotius 
seems to approve their opinion) interpret this law quite 
otherwise ; as if the woman might both take hold of his 
secrets for the delivery of her husband, and also cut off 
the other man's hand ; and they should not pity him who 
suffered thus, nor punish the woman, who might do any 
thing of this nature, to preserve one so dear to her as her 
husband: but this is a very forced interpretation. Mai- 
monides is a little more reasonable in his exposition of 
these words, which he will have to signify, that they should 
lay a fine or a mulct upon her for her immodesty; which 
is suitable to their interpretation of that law, Exod. xxi. 
24. " Eye for eye, tooth for tooth," &c. (Sec L'Empereur 
on Bava-kama, p. 198.) But it is an intolerable presump- 
tion in Maimonides to say, that if any one interpret this 
of a proper abscission of the woman's hand, though he 
pretend to be a prophet, and say, The Lord hath said unto 
mc these words, Thou sJialt cut off her hand, are to be 
understood as the words sound (i. e. literally as we speak), 
and do a miracle to confirm it, he is to be looked upon as 
a lying prophet, and may be put to death, because it is 
contrary to the constant tradition of their elders. So he 
writes Seder Zeraim, translated by our famous Dr.Pocock, 
p. 15. 38. Upon which principle they killed our blessed 
Saviour. 

Vcr. 13. Thoushalt not have in thy bag divers weights."] 
In the Hebrew the words are, a stone and a stone ; for 
their weights were then made of stone, as are ours now 
commonly of lead or brass, 

A great and a small.] To buy in commodities with the 
great, and sell them out again by the small ; which was 
then and is now an usual way of cheating. 

Ver. 14. Thou shalt not have in thine house divers mea- 
sures, &c] In the Hebrew, an ephah and an ephah: for 
this was the most known measure among them, by which 
all the rest of tbeir measures were made. (See Exod. 
xvi. 36.) From hence it was that Lucius Ampelius thought 
Mochos, that is Moses (who by ancient writers is called 
Moschos), was the inventor of weights and measures, be- 
cause he took such pious care there should be no deceit 
in them, as the most learned Huetius observes in his 
Dcmonst Evangel, prop. iv. cap. 8. n. 16. 

Ver. 15. But thou shalt have a perfect and just weight, 
and a perfect and just measure.] Neither too scanty nor 
too large. See Lev. xix. 35, 36. where all these three 
verses arc sufficiently explained. 

Tltat thy days may be long in the land which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee.] Justice, as well as charity, was ne- 
cessary to prolong their happiness in the land of promise, 
(xvi. 20.) 

Vef. 16. For all that do such tilings, and all that do un- 
righteously.] All that any way wrong their neighbours. 

Are an abomination to the Lord thy God.] This is an 
expression commonly used, to declare God's hatred of all 
idolatrous practices. (See xviii. 9. 12.) 

Ver. 17. Remember what Amalek did unto thee by- the- 
way, when ye were come forth out of Egypt.] The Jews 
have framed three precepts out of this and the two follow- 
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ing verses. One is, that they should remember what Ama- 
lek did unto them. Which Maimonides, according to their 
oral tradition, refers to the mouth, that they should always 
be talking of what Amalek did to them. The second, not 
to forget it; which he refers to their heart: that they should 
never let slip out of their mind the hatred Amalek had to 
them. And the third, that they should blot out their re- 
membrance from wider heaven, i. e. utterly destroy them, 
and leave none of them remaining. But none of the Jews 
have explained this better than Abarbincl; who, inquiring 
why such severity was expressed against the Amalekites, 
when the Edomites, who were of the same race, were dealt 
withal very favourably, (as we rctfd before, xxiii. 8.) ob- 
serves four reasons given here by Moses himself, why they 
should remember, when they were settled in the land of 
Canaan, and able to effect it, to exterminate this nation : 
for that is the single precept he gives them in charge ; only 
he bids them not forget what Amalek had done to deserve 
that heavy sentence long ago passed upon them, and re^ 
maining on record, (Exod. xvii. 14 — 16.) confirmed with 
a solemn oath, though they were not able to execute it tilL 
they were settled in the land of promise. The first of these 
reasons is, because, whereas men undertake war against 
others, either to defend their own country, or to subdue 
their enemies' country, the Amalekites came forth against 
the Israelites without any such cause; for the Israelites 
did not pass by their country, and consequently gave them 
no apprehension of an invasion; nor had the Israelites, 
then possession of any land of their own, which might 
tempt the Amalekites to covet it, and drive them out of it. 
But they undertook this war, with a petulant malice, only 
to bring them into slavery again. Which is the thing here 
intimated In this verse, Remember what Amalek did to thee, 
&c. Unto which he should have added, that their barbarity 
was much aggravated, by their assaulting them when they 
were newly delivered from grievous oppressions, and were 
unaccustomed to war, and without any provocation. 

Ver. 18. How he met thee by the way.] This the same 
Abarbincl takes to be the second cause of God's high dis- 
pleasure against Amalek : that, whereas it is the custom of 
all countries, before they begin a war, to denounce it by 
heralds, shewing the grounds of it, they rose up against 
the Israelites unexpectedly; which was a piece of the 
basest treachery. Which he thinks is intimated in these 
words, he met thee by the way; that is, on a sudden, by 
surprise, without any notice by a declaration of war. He 
might have added, that they did this when the Israelites 
were in a journey, and had travelled a great way, and in a 
wilderness, where they stood in need of refreshment; but 
were very unfit for fighting. Then, saith one of their rab- 
bins, in Pirke Eliezer, cap. 44. " they came in like a 
bear in their way, to devour the mother with the children." 

And smote the hindermost of thee, even all that were feeble 
behiud thee, when thou wast faint and weary.] Tins he 
makes the third cause; that they did not offer them a 
pitched battle, but only fell upon their rear (as we speak), 
and thereout off such as lagged behind through feebleness 
and weariness, being unable to march so fast as the rest of 
their brethren. This is, in a very sober sense, suitable to 
the use.of the word in Josh. x. 19. But what some of the 
Jews say, that the Amalekites cut off the privy members 
Of certain of the tribe of Dan, in derision of circumcision, 
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is disowned by others of them, as having no foundation. 
See Schickard, in his Jus Itcgium, p. 112, 113. where 
Carpzovius observes, this was only a fancy of their midras- 
chim, or preachers, wherewith they entertained the people 
in their sermons, on occasion of the ambiguity of the word 
we translate cut off the hindermost. Which R. Zacharias 
much better interprets, in Pirke Eliczcr, cap. 44. where 
lie makes it to signify all that were behind the cloud (which 
protected those who were under it), as those who went out 
of the camp, by reason of some uucleanness, to wash them- 
selves. But this is no more than an ingenious conceit; 
for the laws about cleansing were not then delivered. 

And feared not God.] This he makes the fourth cause ; 
that though they feared Israel, whom they durst not look 
in the. face, but. cut them off behind, yet they feared not 
God, who had done such wonderful things for them in 
Egypt, and brought them thence with a mighty hand, and 
overthrown Pharaoh in the Red Sea. Which might have 
made them understand, that he sets up kings and pulls 
down kings, as Daniel speaks, ii.21. But instead of con- 
sidering this, they would have profaned the glory of the 
Lord (as he speaks), by enslaving those whom he had but 
"newly delivered, and continued under the protection of a 
glorious cloud. Unto all which may be added, that they 
were originally derived from the same stock with the Is- 
raelites; viz. from Isaac* 

Ver. 19. Therefore it shall be, when the Lord thy God 
hath given thee restfromall thy enemies round about, in the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.] God did not 
require them to put this command in execution immediately 
after they were possessed of the land of Canaan, but after 
they were well settled ther.e : so that there were some ages 
passed, before they went about it; and then God himself 
put them in mind of it; or rather strictly enjoined it to be 
performed by Saul their first king : and we do not find them 
blamed for not doing it in the time of the judges, (1 Sam. 
xv. 1—3.) 

TIwu shalt blot oat the remembrance of Amalek from 
under heaven.] So God commandeth Saul in the place now 
mentioned, xitterly destroy all they have, and spare them 
wot; but slay both men and women, &c. For by the same 
justice that one person is cut off, a whole family, or a 
whole nation, may be utterly destroyed : that other families 
or nations, seeing or hearing God's judgments upon them, 
may be moved to flee from that wickedness for which they 
are punished. They are the words of Maimonidcs, par. 
iii. More Nevochim, cap. 41. 

If we could believe all that the Talmudists say, we might 
think there were some among the Jews who endeavoured 
to mollify the severity of this pTecept: for they tell a story 
in Bava-bathra of Joab's master, who taught him to read 
it thus; Blot out zechar, ihemale of Amalek, not zecher, 
the remembrance* But at the same time they tell us, Joab 
thought to have killed him for leadings him into an error. 

Thou shalt not forget it.] This is not a distinct precept, 
Jwt only a repetition of the foregoing; to imprint it more on 
their minds and hearts. And accordingly the Jews pre- 
tend to have had their hearts so set upon it, that when the 
officers were about to proclaim freedom from war to those 
persons mentioned xx. 5, 6, &c. they always excepted the 
war against the seven nations and Amalek, in which, every 
body was bound to assist. 



I shall end this matter with an observation of Abarbinel, 
that in this paragraph about Amalek, the injunction which 
God gave to Moses, Exod. xvii. 14. was fulfilled by him : 
Write this for a memorial in a book. No other book, saith 
he, is hereby meant, but the book of the law, which when 
Moses wrote, he was bound to mention this precept about 
Amalek; which he doth in this place. And if we suppose 
that he immediately wrote a distinct history of this matter, 
yet he inserted it afterward into the Pentateuch, both here 
and in the book of Exodus. * 



CHAP. XXVI. 

Ver. 1. ; joLND it shall be, when thou art come into the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, and 
ppssessest it, and dwellest therein.] When they had a settled 
possession of the several inheritances, which fell to their 
share in the land of Canaan. 

• Ver. 2. That thou shalt take of the first of all the fruit of 
the earth.] This is not meant merely of the first first-fruits 
they should have after they were settled in Canaan, but of 
the first-fruits they should have every year ; which being 
the most desirable (as Conradus Pellicanus here observes) 
of all other, and coveted by every one, majori aviditate, 
with a greater appetite than ordinary, nature itself directed 
men to offer them to God, the giver of all good things. 
And these were distinct from that mentioned Lev. xxiii. 
10. being of all the fruits of the earth. The principal of 
which being seven, the Jews commonly say, these only 
were to be carried to God; viz. wheat, barley, grapes, figs, 
pomegranates, olives, and dates. Some of the doctors say, 
the first-fruits of all kind of things whatsoever were due ; 
and a question being raised, whether a stranger was bound 
to pay them or not, some of them say, no ; because they 
could not use the protestation mentioned ver. 3. But the 
more common opinion is, that they might both bring first- 
fruits and use the protestation, because Abraham was also 
the father of strangers, (Gen. xvii. 5.) And it may be, saith 
It. Bcchai, that is pointed at ver. 11. of this chapter ; where 
it is said, " Thou, and the Levite, and the stranger thatjs 
among you." 

. Winch thou shalt bring of thy land, which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee.] In order to which, they say, every owner 
of land, when he went into his ground, and found any figs, 
or bunch of grapes, or a pomegranate more forvyard than 
the rest,* he was to tie a rush about it, and write upon it, 
these are first-fruits. So "Wagcnscil; and many others, have 
observed out of the title Biccurim, cap. 3. 

And shalt put it in a basket.] The quantity of each, they 
say, was to be at least a sixtieth part. And they might be 
all put into the same basket, provided they wero not 
mingled, but preserved distinct; barley being laid at the 
bottom, and then wheat, and next olives, and above them 
dates, "and then pomegranates; and last of all, figs and 
grapes, being hung on the outside; and leaves of palm, or 
other trees, put between every kind of first-fruits. 

R.Bcchai saith, that the rich brought these fruits in 
baskets of gold and silver, that is, covered with gold or 
silver (as Maimonides speaks); and wc read of the like 
golden baskets carried by virgins, in the feast of Bacchus 
at Athens. (See Ezck. Spanhemius on Callimachus'shymn 
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to Ceres, p. 733.) Ndw, if the basket here mentioned was 
made of these, or any other metal, the Jews say, the priest 
was to restore it to the owner, when he had emptied it : but 
if it was a wicker basket, or such-like, the priest had it to- 
gether with the first-fruits. (See Wagenseil upon Mischna 
Sota, cap. 7. sect. 3.) 

And shalt go vnto the place which the Lord thy God shall 
choose to place his name there.] The man himself was to 
go, as the Jews say, with the basket upon his shoulder: 
and a great company were wont to go together, who met at 
the chief city of their province. The time of going was at 
the feast of Pentecost,' (Exod. xxiii.16.) not before, but at 
any time after, till the feast of dedication, which was in 
our November: after which they were not accepted. Of 
the manner of going up with a bullock before them, whose 
horns were gilt, and head crowned with an olive garland, 
with music, and singing in the way the first verse of Psalm 
exxii. &c. see Wagenseil," in the place abovementioned; 
and Selden, lib. iii. de Synedriis, cap. 13. n. 3. with Dr. 
Lightfoot in his Temple Service. - 

And here I cannot but think fit to note, that the heathen, 
in all probability, from hence derived the custom of carry- 
ing their first-fruits, as a tithe every year, unto the island 
Delos, where Apollo was supposed to have his special re- 
sidence. And this not only from the islands thereabouts, 
and the neighbouring countries, but from all parts of the 
world; as the Jews we find every where sent, from* the 
countries where they dealt, a sum of money every year, in* 
stead of first-fruits and tithes, unto Jerusalem ; which pri- 
vilege the Romans allowed them, after they had conquered 
them, as Josephus tells us, lib. vii. de Bello Jud; cap. 13. 
That heathen custom, now mentioned, is expressed 'by 
Callimachus, in his hymn upon Delos, in those remarkable 
words, ver. 278, 279, &c. 

y A\\d rot afiffturttg §£*caro$opo« allv aTrapxal 
UifXTTOvraC waaat Si x°poi>g avayovat irokt]t g 
A(T£ 7rpoc r\oir)V, at S"* fWfpov, at r ava \iiaat\v 
KXiipovg larfjaavro, teal 6i tcaSvinpSt fiopiitig. 

The sense of which is this : TJiat first-fruits were sent for 
tithes every year from all countries, not only from the east, 
and west, and south, but from the north also. And they 
were sent with such joy, as the Jews expressed on this 
occasion ; for all cities, he saith, did x°P°ve avdyuv. And 
so we read in several authors, that there were Stwpiat, as 
they called them, solemn embassies sent from several people, 
by chosen persons, unto Delos, to celebrate there the feast 
of Apollo with music and dancing, &c. Particularly the 
Athenians, Peloponncsians, and Messenians, &c. of whom 
sec Ezek. Spanhcmius, in his Observations on Callimachus^ 
p. 487. And, which is most strange, the Hyperboreans, a 
very northerly people, sent frugum primitias to this island, 
as Pliny, and I know not how many other authors, testify. 
Only what he calls the first-fruits of their corn, and such- 
like things, they call the first-fruits of their holy things: as 
the same excellent person observes there, (p. 490. 492, &c.) 
Which was done to testify their honour to this god, and 
for the maintenance of his priests and other ministers, who 
attended upon him there. For Delos, of itself, was but a 
barren isle, the soil being dry and stony, and called there* 
fore by Callimachus, ver. 208. dv<n)poTog. 

There arc other footsteps of this among the heathen j 



the mystica vannus iacchi, mentioned by Virgil in his 
Georgics, being nothing else (according to Servius), but 
vas vimineum, a wicker basket, in which their first-fruits 
were carried. (See the same Spanheim, p.495.) 

Ver. 3. And thou shalt go unto the priest that shall be in 
those days.] Who was then in attendance at the sanctuary, 
and particularly appointed to wait for their coming. When 
they entered the gates of the city, they sung the second- 
verse of Psalm exxii. " Our feet shall stand in thy gates, 
O Jerusalem:" and then they went to the mountain of the 
temple, and sung the whole hundred and fiftieth Psalm : 
and as soon as they entered the court of Israel, the Levites 
began to sing, Psal. xxx. 1. " I will extol thee, O Lord 
my God/' &c. 

And say unto him,'] The following confession in this verse 
was made by them with the baskets on their shoulders, to 
stir them up to humility, as Maimonides interprets it. His 
words are these: "While they were compelled to carry 
their baskets on their shoulders, and in that manner to pro- 
claim the Divine benefits, it signified that it was a consi- 
derable part of God's worship and service, for a man to be 
mindful of his afflictions andiribulations, when God had 
given him ease and rest from them. This the law takes 
care of, in several places; as when it saith, < Thou shalt 
remember that thou wast a servant,' &c. with this intention, 
that he who lived in riches and pleasure, might be secured 
from the vices which spring from thence, such as pride, 
haughtiness, apostacy, and the like. According to what is 
said in this book, viii. 12. ' Lest thou eat, and art full/ &c. 
and xxxii. 15. f Jesurun waxed fat, and kicked/ &c. To 
prevent which, God commanded the first-fruits to be thus 
offered every year to his Divine Majesty." (More Ncvo- 
chim, par. iii. cap. 39.) 

I profess this day unto the Lord thy God, that lam come 
into the country which the Lord sware unto our fathers for 
to give us.~] This is a thankful acknowledgment of God's 
faithfulness to his promise, whereby they were put in mind 
to be faithful unto him, of whom they held this good land, 
by his gracious and free gift, and held it by this tenure, of 
paying to him this yearly rent. 

Ver. 4. And the priest shall take the basket out of thy 
hand, and set it before the altar of the Lord thy God.] After 
the foregoing words were said, the basket was taken down 
from their shoulders, and every one holding his basket by 
the handle, or the rim of it, the priest put his hands under 
it r and waved it about, according to the prescription in the 
law, while the men recited the following words, ver. 5, 0, 
&c. This waving was a manifest token that it was offered, 
to the Lord of the world, as an acknowledgment that he was 
in a peculiar manner their Lord and Sovereign, of whom 
they held this land. 

. Ver. 5. And thou shalt speak and say before the Lord thy 
God.] Audibly pronounce in the presence of God.. 

A Syrian ready to perish was my father J] Their father- 
Jacob was hot a Syrian by birth, for he was born in the. 
land of Canaan- But one and the same- person may be 
said to be of divers countries (as Bochartus hath observed), 
with regard either tp the place of his nativity, or of his edu- 
cation, or of his life and conversation* which occasioned- 
three countries to be ascribed to our blessed Saviour, viz.. 
Bethlehem, Nazareth, and Capernaum. (Seeiis Phaleg- 
lib. ii, cap, 5.) Thus Jacob,, who was bom and. bred in; 
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Canaan, is notwithstanding called a Syrian, because he 
lived twenty years with his uncle Laban, who was a Syrian, 
(Gen. xxv. 20.) and consequently Jacob's mother was so, as 
were bothhis wives, and alibis children, who were born there, 
except Benjamin. But he is more particularly here called 
a Syrian, to put them in mind of his poverty, when he went 
first into that country, and there lived as a servant, under 
a hard master; which is expressed in these words, ready 
tQ perish, that is, very poor, and reduced to great straits, 
being forced to flee from the fury of his brother Esau, and 
to travel on foot to Padan-Aram, (which was comprehended 
anciently under the name of Syria, Gen. xxxii. 10.) where 
he was so cruelly used by his uncle Laban, (xxxi. 7. 39 — 
41.) that Onkelos takes these words, which wo translate 
ready to perish, in an active sense, for him that destroys 
another. For by the Syrian here he understands Laban, 
(who is so called, as I noted before, Gen. xxviii. 5.) as if 
the meaning were, the Syrian (that is, Laban) sought to de~ 
stroy my father. For, as he used him barbarously when he 
was with him, so he followed after him, when he went 
away, with a mind to ruin him. And thus Manassch ben 
Israel understands it, and many others mentioned by Fes- 
selius, which is tho sense also of the Vulgar Latin, Syrus 
persequebatur patrem meum. 

And he went down into Egypt.} Though he brought him 
from Laban with great substance, yet as he was still but a 
sojourner in the land of Canaan, so he was forced by famine 
to go down into Egypt for sustenance. 

And sojourned there with a few.] They were but seventy 
persons, and lived there as strangers. All which they were 
now bound to commemorate, for their humiliation before 
God (which I observed before out of Maimonidcs), which 
might move them the more to exalt and magnify the mercy 
of God to them, who hfcd made them (as it follows) a 
mighty nation. For this confession consists of these 
two parts; their own unworthincss, and God's great good- 
ness. 

And became there a nation, great, mighty, and populous.] 
Sec Exod. i. 7* 

Ver. 6. And the Egyptians evil-entreated us, and afflicted 
us, and laid upon us hard bondage.] The goodness of God 
unto them in making them so numerous, was the occasion 
of sorer affliction, than either they or their fathers had en- 
dured. (See Exod. i. 9, 10, &c.) The remembrance of 
this was exceeding useful, to stir up their gratitude to 
God, not only for their deliverance from the Egyptian 
slavery, but bringing them into a country of their own, most 
plentifully stored with all manner of good things. 

Ver. 7. And when we cried unto the Lord God of our fa- 
thers, the Lord Jieard our voice, and looked upon our afflic- 
tion, §x>] Haying acknowledged their low, and poor, and 
distressed condition, now they proceed to an acknowledg- 
ment of .God's wonderful goodness; which .appeared the 
more in relieving them when they were utterly helpless. 
(See Exod. ii. 23—25. iii. 7, 8.) 

Ver. 8. And the Lord brought us forth out of Egypt, with 
a mighty hand, and with a stretched-out arm, and a great 
terribleness, &c] See iv. 34. and vii. 19. This is so vehe- 
mently inculcated upon them (as Maimonides speaks in the 
place forcnamed), that they should remember the day they 
came out of Egypt all the days of their life, xxu 3. Exod. 
x. 2, Which it became them especially to remember at this 



time, that fixcy might demonstrate the truth of prophecy 
both concerning punishments and rewards. 

Ver. 9. And hath brought ns into this place, and given us 
this land, even a land flowing with milk and honey.} As they 
remember the terrible plagues upon Egypt in the foregoing 
verse, so they commemorate the singular blessings be- 
stowed upon them in this. 

Ver. 10. And now, behold, I have brought the first-fruits 
of the land, which thou, O Lord, hast given me.] Thus they 
concluded this solemn rite, as they began it, (ver. 3.) with 
an acknowledgment that they held this land of God as the 
supreme Lord, and that by his free gift. 

And thou shalt set it before the Lord thy God.] Having 
said these words, they left the basket by the altar, as the 
Jews say, where it had been placed, (ver. 4.) and then the 
priest set it before the sanctuary, where God dwelt by his 
special presence there. 

And worship before the Lord thy God.] They made a 
profound reverence towards the holy place, by bowing 
their bodies as low as they could, and so went out of the 
temple: so the Hebrew word imports. And this outward 
act of worship, no doubt, was accompanied, in all good 
men, with humble thanks to God for his benefits, and prayer 
for the continuance of them. 

Ver. 11. And thou shalt rejoice in every thing which the 
Lord thy God hath given unto thee, and unto thy house ; 
thou, and the Levite, and the stranger that is among you.] 
They were to make a feast at the time of offering these first- 
fruits ; and there to entertain the Levites, and the strangers, 
as well as their own family. These feasts were made out 
of the provision mentioned, xii. 6, 7. xvi. 10 — 12. Besides 
which, the bullock, which went before them when they 
carried up the first-fruits from their several cities, was of- 
fered for a peace-offering, when they came to the sanctuary; 
as Mr. Seldcn observes in the place abovcmcntioncd,(lib.iii. 
de Synedr. cap. 13. p. 203.) 

Ver. 12/ When thou hast made an end of tithing all the 
tithes of thine increase.] For there was a second tithe to be 
paid after the first to the Levites, as was observed above, 
xii. 6. and is plainly spoken of, xiv. 22, 23, &c. Which 
the Jews call the consummation or finishing of tithing, as I 
observed there, ver. 29. And so these words may be trans- 
lated, When thou hast finished all the tithes of thine increase. 

The third year, which is the year of tithing.] Every third 
year, the second tithe beforementioned was to be employed 
to a peculiar use, (see xix. 28, 29.) as it follows here in the 
next words. (So the Jews expound it, whose sense our 
Mr. Medc expresses in a few w r ords.) For two years to- ' 
gethcr they paid the Levites' tithe, and the festival tithe; 
but in the third year they paid the Levites' tithe, and the 
poor man's tithe ; that is, what was wont in other years to 
be spent in feasting, w r as wholly spent every third year 
upon the poor. (Book i. Discourse xxxii. p. 228.) But 
there arc some that think they were bound every third year 
to pay this poor man's tithe, besides that to the Levites' and 
the festival tithe : about which 1 shall not here dispute. 

And hast given it to the Levite, the stranger, thefatlier- 
less, and the widow, that they vxay eat within thy gates, and 
be filled.] According to the commandment, xiv. 29. (Sec 
there.) 

Ver. 13. Tlien thou shalt say.] As they were every year 
to make the foregoing profession when they brought their 
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first-fruits, so they were to make another profession, which 
here follows, every third year: " When the course of all 
manner of tithing (as Mr. Mede there expresses it) was 
come about." 

Before the Lord.'] This sounds as if they were to make 
this profession before the most holy place at the sanctuary. 
Which seems to confute the common exposition of the 
Jewish doctors, that this tithe of the third year was not to 
be spent there* but at home, within their own gates. But 
it may be supposed, that every man was privately to make 
this solemn profession, as in the presence of God, who 
knew the truth of what he said. Or rather, that the next 
time he went up to worship at God's house, he was bound 
to make this declaration before the Divine Majesty. Which 
is the most likely interpretation, because these words, before 
the Lord, are always so used in these books. And unless 
they had been obliged to this, their covetous and cruel dis- 
position might have inclined them to defraud the poor, 
which by this means was prevented. For though men 
might have satisfied themselves in omitting this profession, 
if it had been left merely to their own private consciences, 
yet when they were bound to come and make it publicly at 
God's own house, as they could not avoid it, so few would 
be found so impudently profane, as solemnly to tell a lie 
to God himself. 

I have brought away the hallowed things.] Things sepa- 
rated by the Divine commandment from their own private 
nse, for the use of the poor. 

Out of my home.] From the rest of the fruits of the earth 
which they had gathered. . 

And also I have given them unto the Levite, and unto the 
stranger, to the fatherless, and to the widow.] That is, unto 
the refreshment of the poor. So the Jerusalem Targum pa- 
raphrases ver. 2. which is worth the mentioning: " In the 
third year, which is the year of tithing for the poor, ye shall 
give the first tithes to the Levites, and then the tithes of 
the poor to the strangers, fatherless, and widows, that they 
may eat in their cities, and be filled." 

According to all thy commandments which thou hast 
commanded me.] According to the direction beforemen- 
tioned, xiv. 29. 

I have not transgressed thy commandments, neither have 
I forgotten them.] Neither done contrary to God's precepts, 
nor forgotten to perform them ; cither by keeping these 
tithes to themselves, or by bestowing them otherwise than 
God appointed. 

Ver. 14. I have not eaten thereof in my mourning.] After 
the general profession, mentioned in the verse foregoing, 
that they had brought all hallowed things out of their houses, 
and employed them as God directed, they were to make 
three particular professions, which are mentioned in this 
verse. And, it is probable, they have respect to some idol- 
atrous customs which were in those days : the first of them 
is, that they had not eaten thereof in mourning, or in lamen- 
tation. For so the Hebrew word oni signifies, very bitter 
grief, and sore mourning. Such the Egyptians made in har- 
vest-time, when they offered the first-fruits of the earth, and 
kept the feast of Isis with doleful lamentations. So Dio- 
dorus Siculus, and other authors, tell us, particularly Julius 
Firmicus, who severely reproves their folly, or madness 
rather, saying, Cur plangitis fruges terra:, &c. " Why do 
you bewail the fruits of the "earth? Why weep you at the 



UPON DEUTERONOMY. 



707 



growth of your seed ? &c. You should rather give thanks 
for these things to the most high God, whose bounty is not 
to be lamented ; but bewail rather your own error," &c. If 
there was such a custom in the world, when Moses lived, it 
may very well be thought that he taught the Israelites to 
disclaim such senseless and impious practices. And as the 
Egyptians, by this mourning, acknowledged Isis, that is,- the 
earth, to be the giver of all these £Ood things ; so he re- 
quired God's people to bring in their harvest with the great- 
est joy and thanks unto the Most High : for there was no 
joy so great as that of harvest and vintage ; directly opposite 
to the heathen, who kept the feast of Bacchus also with 
lamentations. (See our learned Dr. Spencer, lib. ii. de 
Ritual. Hebr. Leg. cap. 24. sect. 1.) 

Nor taken aught thereof for any unclean use,] As. some 
of the old idolaters were wont to do ; who separated some 
part of the first-fruits for magical purposes, and sometimes 
for carnal and filthy. So Julius Firmicus informs us, who 
immediately after the mention of their lamentations, when 
they gathered the fruits of the earth, asks this question, 
"Quid addis incestum et adulterium V 9 Which shews that 
there were unclean rites which accompanied their offerings; 
and that they made them minister unto Venus. See the 
same learned author in the same place, sect. 3. 

Nor given aught thereof for the dead.] If this be the right 
translation of the last words, for the dead, St. Austin hath 
given us a likely reason of this clause, which was, to pro- 
fess they had not imitated the gentiles, who were wont to 
setineat and drink upon the graves of the dead, as he tells 
us, Serm. 15. de Sanctis. But it doth not appear that they 
set any part of their tithe, or first-fruits upon them, nor that 
they did it only in harvest-time ; but rather common bread 
and wine, which at all times they set upon their graves 
when they were interred: and therefore it may be trans- 
lated to the dead, (as the same excellent' person observes, 
sect. 3.) And so it is a profession, they had not offered any 
of the fruits of the earth to heroes' (after the manner of the 
gentiles), particularly to Osiris. For that they honoured 
them with their first-fruits, appears by a passage in Por- 
phyry, lib. iv. 3rspl y A-iroxnQ> sect. 22. where he mentions 
three laws made by Triptolemus, an ancient lawgiver among 
the Athenians : one of which is this, Qtovg Kapiroig dyaX* 
Xuv, To worship the gods with the fruits of the earth. Which 
Draco thus expounds, as he shews in the conclusion of 
that book; Qeov$ rtfiyv koi rjpioas tyx^pfovc *v KOivtp tiro- 
jiivovQ vofioig irarplaiQ l$lq. Kara Sivctfiiv <rvv £v0tj/«£ feat d-trap- 
X<hg Kapirtov, &c. To honour the gods, and the lieroes of their 
country publicly, according to the laws of the nation; and 
privately, as much as they were able, with speaking well of 
them, and with thefirst-fruits,and the annual offerings. (See 
Meursius, in his Themis Attica, lib. i. cap. 1.) But how- 
ever we take this, the giving any part of tithe, either for the 
dead, or to the dead, shews thero was such a superstitious 
custom : unto which this clause having a manifest respect, 
wc have reason to think the two former have so likewise. 

But I have hearkened to the voice of the Lord my God, 
and done according to all that thou hast commanded mel\ 
Performed all that God required, and done nothing cou- 
trary to it. AH these words from ver. 13. to this place, 
were to be spoken with a low and humble voice, because 
they are a sort of commendation of themselves, and of their 
own integrity; which is not to be proclaimed aloud. But 
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when they made the foregoing profession, at tho pre- 
senting of their first-fruits, (ver. 5, 6, &c.) they being an ac- 
knowledgment of their own meanness and poor beginnings, 
and of God's infinite goodness in their advancement, they 
were to lift up their voice, and say aloud, My father tvas 
a Syrian ready to perish, &c. Thus tho doctors resolve 
in tho Gem'ara of Mischna Sota, cap, 7. in the beginning 
of it. 

Ver. 15. Look down.] Have a gracious regard. 

From thy holy habitation from heaven.] This is an hum- 
bio acknowledgment of the infinite majesty of God, who, 
though he was graciously pleased to dwell among them by 
a glorious symbol of his presence in the sanctuary, yet 
dwelt in a far more transcendant glory in the heavens, the 
highest of which could not contain him, as holy men ac- 
kuowledgcd, (1 Kings. viii. 27. 2 Chron. ii. 6.) 

And bless thy people Israel, and the land which thou hast 
given us.] Having performed their duty, they had the 
greater confidence to beg the continuance of God's mercies 
to them, and to their country; which it had been presump : 
tion to expect, if they had not acknowledged him to t>e the . 
donor of all the good things they enjoyed in the manner 
before appointed. For this was the end of all oblations, 
both of this tithe, and of the first-fruits, and any other, 
to acknowledge God to be the Lord, of whom all things 
come (as David speaks), and of whose own we give unto 
liiml (See 1 Chron. xxix. 11—13, &c.) 

As thou swarest unto our fathers.] He teacheth them to 
conclude as they began, (ver. 3.) with a thankful acknow- 
ledgment of God's faithfulness to his promise. 

A land thatfloweth with milk and honey.] See xi. 9. The 
Jerusalem Targum paraphraseth it thus, A land producing 
fruits as pure as milk, and as siveet and delicious as honey. 

Ver. 16. Tliis day.] This refers to the time when Moses 
spake all these words unto them. 

The Lord thy God commanded thee.] By me. 

To do these statutes and judgments.] These two words 
comprehend the precepts in the foregoing chapters : some 
of which concern matters of religion, and others of civil 
government. 

Thou shalt therefore keep and do them, with all thine heart, 
and with all thy soul.] Set yourselves sincerely and heartily 
to the performance of them. 

Ver. 17. Thou hast avouched.] So the Hebrew word sig- 
nifies, as Job Ludolphus observes, who renders it, asseve- 
fare,serioajJirmare; being the same with the French word 
avouer, and may be here translated, thou hast solemnly pro- 
fessed, or rather protested. 

The Lord this day.] The word this is not in the Hebrew 
(as it is in the foregoing verse), but he saith' simply hajom 
(not hajom hazeth), the day, or that day; which signifies 
the time when Moses delivered these laws from God. 

To be thy God.] Then they owned him to be their king 
and governor. For so the name Elohim properly signifies 
dignity, empire, and authority, as Grotius observes upon 
Exod. xx. Fortunatus Scacchus, before him, expounds 
these very words: *< Which (saith he) have respect to God 
as their emperor, who had the supreme government of the 
commonwealth of Israel, with a right and authority of con- 
stituting laws-, and giving mandates for the establishing of 
that government." Sacror. Elseochrysm. par. ii. cap. 52, 
p. 509. (See Exod. xxiy. 9, 4, &c. and xxxiv. 27.) 



■ And to walk in his ways.] By his ways, that author un- 
derstands the moral precepts written on tables of stone. 

To keep his statutes.'] The ritual precepts. 

And his commandments.] Concerning the duties of his 
worship and service. 

And his judgments.'] The political precepts belonging to 
their good government. 

And to hearken unto his voice.] In all things which ho 
should declare' from his oracle, when they consulted it. 

Ver. 18. And the Lord hath avouched thee this day to be 
his peculiar people, &c] At the same time (for the word 
this is not in the Hebrew), the Lord assured the Israelites 
that they should be his people, in a special manner, pro 7 
vided they made good their promise of keeping his com- 
mandments: for the covenant was mutual. (See Exod. xxiv. 
3. 7. xix. 5, 6.) It is observable that the Jerusalem Targum 
paraphrases these two verses in this manner: *' Ye have 
taken the Word of the Lord to reign oyer you to-day, that 
he may be your God, &c. And the Word of the Lord reign- 
eth over you, a people dedicated to his name, as his pecu- 
liar," &c. Where Memra, the Word, cannot be understood 
otherwise than of the second Person in the Deity. 

; Ver. 19.' And to make thee high above all nations thai 
he hath made.] It is a pious note of Conr. Pellicanus, that 
there is no greater glory to the faithful, than that they are 
peculiarly grateful, devoted, dedicated, obedient unto God, 
as his children. 

In praise, and in name, and in honour.] These words ex- 
press his singular kindness to them, in that though all na- 
tions were his (being made by him, and he the Lord and 
governor of them all), yet he promised to have such a spe- 
cial favour to them, that all nations round them should take 
notice of it, and speak with admiration of their happiness, 
and the. honour he had done them. All this is included in 
those words beforementioned, Exod. xix. 5, 6. where , the 
last words of this verse are explained, That thou may* 
est be a holy people nnto the Lord thy God, as he hath 
spoken. 

All this Moses called to their mind, that it might prepare 
and dispose them to renew the same covenant with God, 
before he left them; which he presses upon them in the 
nine-and-twentieth chapter of this book, after he had given 
them some other admonitions, and laid before them the 
blessings and curses that would come upon them, accord- 
ing to their fidelity or falseness in that holy covenant. 
Which is the subject of the two following chapters. 



CHAP. XXVII. 

Ver. 1. J1.ND Moses, with the elders of Israel commanded 
the people, saying.] I observed in the prefaco to this book, 
and upon chap. iv. 41. and other places, that Moses did 
not speak all that is contained in this book at once, but at 
several times; and that he commonly took the elders to 
his assistance, as is here expressly affirmed ; though some 
things he spake himself alone to all the people, as I ob- 
served upon ver. I. 

Keep all the commandments which I command you.] This 
is a new exhortation to obedience; which he could not 
press too, often, considering the great proneness of this 
people to break God's laws.. 
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Tliisday.] At this time, and formerly: for it doth not 
precisely signify one day; and the word this is not in the 
original. 

Ver. 2. And it shall come to pass, on the day when ye shall 
pass over Jordan.] Here it is evident the word day doth 
not signify precisely the very same day they passed over, 
but not long after, as soon as they were come to Mount 
Ebal, (v£r. 4.) after the taking of Jericho and Ai, as ap^ 
pears from Josh. viii. 30. For they were to pass over 
Jordan, unto the land which the Lord their God gave them 
(as it here follows), before they were obliged to do what is 
here required. »,,.• 

That than shalt set thee up great stones!] It is not said 
how many; but some fancy there were twelve, according 
to the number of pillars which Moses employed (Exod. 
xxiv. 4.) when he made Hie covenant between God and his 
people. But, unless we could certainly determine how 
much of the law was to be written upon these stones, we 
cannot give a good guess at their number. For if only the 
ten commandments, fewer than twelve would serve ; if the 
whole book of Deuteronomy, so many are not sufficient. 
As for the marginal reference in our Bibles unto Josh. iv. 1. 
it can have no respect to this place ; for those twelve stones 
were ordered to be taken out of Jordan, and left there, 
where they lodged that night, which was at Gilgal. (See 
there, ver. 3. 8. 20.) 

And plaster them with plaster.] That being plain and 
smooth,theymightwritewhat is here commanded upon them, 
which they could not do while they were rough and uneven. 

Ver. 3. And thou shalt write upon them all the words of 
this law.] Many think he means the whole book of Deutero- 
nomy ; which, because it is long, great .stones are ordered 
to be provided for this purpose. Others think only the ten 
commandments are here intended, winch were the principal 
words of the covenant, as Moses calls this law, xxxix. 1. 
ButJosephus (lib. iv. Archaeol. cap. ult.) is of opinion, 
that he means the cursings which here follow from vers? 
15. to the end of the chapter. Which is no improbable opir 
nion; they containing several select precepts, and the last 
of them seems to respect the whole law of Moses, ver, 2G." 

But, however we understand this, it is certain, that, before 
the use of paper was found out, the ancients, particularly 
the Phoenicians and Egyptians, were wont to write their 
minds upon stones, as a great many authors testify, men- 
tioned by Huetius, who observes, that this custom conti- 
nued long after the invention of paper, especially if they 
desired any thing should be vulgarly known and conveyed 
down to posterity. See Demonstr.Eyang. propos. iv. cap. 
2. n. 15. where he observes, that Moses ordered the book 
of Deuteronomy to be inscribed upon stones. I suppose he 
.means all the laws contained in this book (not all the ex- 
hortations and historical passages), which agrees very well 
with this injunction, that they should write on the stones 
all the words of this law. 

When thou art passed over, tliat thou mayest go in unto 
the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, &c] When 
they were gone over Jordan to take possession of the land 
of Canaan, and were come to the place where he directed 
these stone$ to bo set up, and this inscription made upon 
them. Which place is particularly named in the next verse. 
And from these words Fortunatus Scacchus thinks he hath 
reason to assert, that none of the things forementioned are 
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meant by the words of this law, here commanded to be 
written; but that upon the very top of these stones (or, the 
altar made of them, as he would have it understood) were 
written only the words of this covenant, whereby the people 
of Israel confessed themselves to have received the land of 
Canaan from God, and to hold it on condition of their obe- 
dience unto him. For so he interprets the words write 
unto them, insumma superficie. And to make us know what 
he means by the words of this law, he thinks the following 
.words are added, that thou mayest go in unto the land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee, &c. that is, thou shalt declare 
who brought thee hither, and gave thee possession of this 
country, and upon what condition; viz. that thoushouldest 
keep the commands given to thee by God in Horeb. And 
therefore Moses doth not bid them write on the stones the 
law of the Lord nor the law absolutely, but the words of 
this law. Where the demonstrative particle hazoth limits 
the sense to the present matter of which he is speak- 
ing. Thus he, Myrothec. 2. Sacror. Elaeochrysm, cap. 57. 
\vhere he "endeavours to strengthen this interpretation, by 
observing, that, after this command for writing this law 
upon the stones, " Moses, and the priests, and.Levites, 
spake unto all Israel, saying, Take heed, and hearken, O 
Israel, this day thou art become the people of the Lord thy 
God," &c. (ver. 9, 10;) 

Ver. 4. Therefore it shall be, when ye be gone over Tor* 
dan> that ye shall set up these stoiies.] This phrase, set tip, 
.seems to imply that they were a kind of pillars erected for 
this.purpose, that the inscription might appear more fairly 
nponthem. t |-. ; 

In Mount Ebal.] Here the Samaritan Pentateuch. hath, 
in Mount Gerizim; which is a manifest corruptioivJto jus- 
tify their building a temple there, which they pretend God 
commanded in these words, v ? ■ •- 

Ver. 5. And there shalt thou build an altar unto the Lord 
thy God.] That they might offer sacrifice to God, and re- 
new their covenant with him.. 

.An altar of stones?] Upon which Josephus himself fan- 
cies the forenamed inscription was to be made; and so the" 
Talmudists also, in Mischna Sota, cap. 7. But it is plain, 
the stones designed for that use were to be set up before " 
the altar was built; the intention of it being (as I shall 
shew presently), that they might promise to observe the 
words which were there written. 

Thou shalt not lift up any, iron tool upon them.] See 
Exod. xx. 25. ; 

Ver. G. Thou shalt build the altar of the Lord thy God 
of whole stones!] Not hewn, nor polished; whereby all 
manner of imagery was avoided. Such rustic altars of 
rough stone, piled one upon another, were in use among 
.the heathen, who seem to have imitated this pattern. The 
form of one of them Fortunatus Scacchus hath given us 
put of some ancient monuments at Brixia, related by Oc- 
.tavius Roscius. (See his forenamed book, cap. 59. p. 585.) 
Such altars the Israelites were permitted to build upon 
some special occasion, as Gideon and Manoah did, (Judg. 
vi. 24. 2G.*xiii. 19.) and Samuel, (1 Sam. vii.17.) and Saul. 
(1 Sam. xiv. 35.) and David : (2 Sam. xxiv. 25.) and such 
an one Moses himself built, (Exod. xxiv. 4.) And as Moses 
there set up twelve pillars, according to the number of the 
tribes of Israel, when they entered into covenant with God 
at Horeb, so the forementioned author thinks, at the con- 
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firmation of it, when they came into Canaan, they built not 
twelve altars, but heaped up twelve stones, which made one 
altar, without any cost at all bestowed upon it. And thus 
Elijah took twelve stones, and on a sudden built an altar 
with them, when he endeavoured to bring the Israelites back 
again into the covenant of God, (1 Kings xviii. 31, 32.) 

And thou shatt offer burnt-offerings thereon.] As they did 
at Horeb, (Exod. xxiv. 5.) and as Joshua did when they 
came into Canaan, and had built the altar here commanded, 
(Josh. viii. 31.) which burnt-offerings were an'acknowledg- 
ment of God's sovereign dominion over them; and that 
they held this land of him, as their supreme Lord, from 
whom they had received it. They kept the Passover as 
soon as they came into Canaan; butwc read of no altar 
erected, nor burnt-sacrifices offered, till they carao to EbaL 

Vcr. 7, And thou shalt offer peace-offerings.'] So Moses 
also did at Horeb, as we read in the forcnamed place, 
(Exod. xxiv. 5.) and so Joshua did when they came into 
Canaan. And they were offered as thanksgivings to God, 
for bringing them into that good land. 

And sltalt eat there, and rejoice before the Lord thy God.] 
The sacrificers had a part of the peace-offerings given 
them, that they might feast with God, in token that they 
were in covenant with him. (See Lev. vii. 5.) And there- 
fore God ordered these sacrifices to be offered, as soon as 
they came to this place, where his law was to be inscribed 
upon the stones beforeraentioned; that the people of Israel, 
to whom God promised the possession of the land of Ca- 
naan, upon the condition that they observed his laws, 
might confirm their covenant with him, when they took 
possession of it; and be given to understand, that God, 
having performed what he promised, expected that they 
should be mindful of their obligation, faithfully to observe 
his Divine laws. So that this altar may be properly called 
(as the same Fort. Scacchus terms it), " the altar of con- 
federation, or confirmation of the covenant, into which they 
had entered at Horeb." 

Ver. 8. And thou shalt write upon the stones all the words 
of this law very plainly.] So that they might be read easily. 
How the Talmudists came to fancy they were written in 
seventy languages, I cannot imagine: but such a conceit 
there is among them, as Mr. Selden observes, lib. ii. de 
Synedr.- cap. 9.- p. 39G. for so many languages they think 
there were in the world. And Bartenora saith, God would 
have every body that came into their country learn these 
truths, if he pleased ; and no pagan be able to excuse his 
ignorance, by saying, He had no means to know them. (See 
Joh. Wagenseil upon Sota, cap. 7. sect. 5. annot. 5.) 

Ver. 9. And Moses, and the priests, and the Levites, spake 
unto all Israel, saying.] It seems, by this, that Moses and 
the elders (vcr. 1.) took the priests and Levites to their 
assistance, to deliver what follows. 

Take heed.] Attend to what we say. The Hebrew word 
is found no where else ; and seems to belong to their out- 
ward posture. 

And hearken.] So as to consider. 

This day thou art become the people of the Lord thy God.] 
These words following after the precept concerning build- 
ing an altar of confederation, must be understood as re- 
lating unto that ; and therefore the word this day doth not 
respect only that particular day on which Moses spake this 
to the people, or the day wherein God declared it, but the 



day upon which such an altar, for the renovation of the co- 
venant, was to be erected, when Joshua was to speak these 
words: for then, and not before, the blessings were pro- 
nounced to those that observed the laws of God, and the' 
curses against those that broke them; and God had not 
fulfilled his promises to them till they came over Jordan. 
Therefore he did not order this altar to be built, and these 
sacrifices to be offered, whereby they obliged themselves 
to him, and became his people by a new bond, till their en- 
trance upon the possession of what he had promised. 

Ver. 10. Tlwu shalt therefore obey the voice of the Lord 
thy God, and do his commandments, &c.] These words, and 
the foregoing, are plainly words of a mutual covenant be- 
tween God and them. Into which covenant they entered 
three times: first, at Horeb, (Exod. xxiv.) and then just 
before Moses died, twenty-ninth of this book, (ver. 1. 12, 
13, &c.) and when they were comeinto Canaan, (Josh. viii. 
30, 31, Sec.) And because the Divine laws delivered to 
them were confirmed and ratified at all these times, there- 
fore it is that those laws are so frequently called by the 
name of the covenant; and when they transgressed them, 
they are said to break this covenant. 

Ver. II. And Moses charged the people the same day, 
saying.] Which charge,! suppose, the elders, with the as- 
sistance of the priests and Levites, delivered throughout 
the whole camp of Israel, (vcr. 1. 9.) 

Ver. 12. These shall stand upon Mount Gerizim.] This is 
a mountain upon which Samaria was afterward built. 

To bless the people.] By saying Amen, Avhen they heard 
the blessings read by the priests. For it was not the peo- 
ple who stood upon the mountain that blessed (i. e. pro- 
nounced the blessings), but the priests below, (ver. 14.) 

When ye are gone over Jordan.] See ver. 2. 

Simeon, and Lew, and Judah, and Issachar, and Joseph, 
and Benjamin.] These six tribes, who stood upon Mount 
Gerizim (i. e. upon the top, and on the descent of it down 
to the bottom), were all descended from the sons of free 
women, Leah and Rachel; and therefore many think ap- 
pointed to bless, which was more honourable than to curse. 
• Ver. 13. And these shall stand upon Mount Ebal to curse.] 
This was a mountain opposite to the other; and there lay a 
valley between them. Abimelech seems to have been made 
king upon this mountain, when he had killed all the sons 
of Gideon but Jotham : for it was done in the plain (or by 
the oak) of the pillar, which was in Shechem; that is, by 
this pillar, on which the curses of the law were written, 
(Judg. ix. G.) whereupon Jotham got upon Mount Geri- 
zim, and then cursed the men of Shechem. Which shews, 
that the tops of theso mountains were not so far distant one 
from another, but what was said upon the one might be 
heard by those who were on the top and the sides of the 
other. And yet there was such a valley between them, that 
they could not presently come at Jotham to apprehend him, 
but he had time to flee, and get away, after he had spoken 
his apologue. 

Reuben, Gad, andAsher, and Zebulnn, Dan, and Naph- 
tall] Four of these were children of the handmaids : and 
Reuben had lost his dignity by going up to his father s bed ; 
and Zcbulun was the youngest of Leah's sons; who was 
therefore chosen, rather than any of the other, for this less 
honourable employment For otherwise there would not 
have been an equal number of tribes upon each mountain. 
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Ver. 14. And the Levites.] That is, the priests, who are 
often called the priests the Levites ; particularly in -that 
very place, where we read of the execution of this com- 
*mand, Josh. viii. 33. And the Levites were among those 
that stood upon Mount Gerizim, (ver. 12.) who did not 
pronounce the blessings, but answered Amen to them. Yet 
the Gemara upon Sota, cap. 7. sect. 23. will have it, that 
as many of the Levites as were fit to minister (that is, all 
from thirty to fifty years of age, who were fit to carry the 
ark) stood round about the ark with the priests ; the rest 
of the Levites being upon Mount Gerizim, with the other 
tribes appointed to have their station there. 

Shall speak, and say unto all the men of Israel!] The 
same Gemara rightly gathers, that the ark with the priests 
were below in the valley between the two mountains; be- 
cause it is said, in the place beforementioned, that all Is- 
rael and the ciders stood about it, Josh. viii. 33. Which 
could not have been, unless it were placed between the two 
mountains whereon they stood, upon both sides, from the 
top to the bottom. 

With a loud voice.] That every one that stood on the 
side or top of the mountains might hear what they said, 
the priests being placed so, in several parts of the valley, 
that their voice might reach them all. For which end they 
were advanced, perhaps, upon a pulpit, (as Ezra after- 
ward was, Neh. viii. 4.) and a signal likewise given when 
they should say Amen. 

• Ver. 15. Cursed be he that maketh any graven or molten 
image.] The people upon the mountains being to bless as 
well as curse, the Mischna, in the title Sota, (cap. 7. sect. 5.) 
rightly explains this; that, first, the priests, turning their 
faces towards Mount Gerizim, proclaimed with a loud 
voice, Blessed be the man that maketh not any graven, 
&c. unto which all the people that stood there answered 
Amen ; and then turning their faces towards Mount Ebal, 
they said these words, Cursed be the man that maketh, &c. 
to which they that stood there made the same answer. See 
also the Jerusalem Targum, which paraphrases these words 
in the same manner. 

An abomination unto the Lord.] Which is odious, and 
far to be removed from the presence of the Lord, as the 
same Targum interprets it. 

Tlie work of the hands of the craftsman.] A mere device 
of men, and therefore not to have Divine worship given to 
it of any sort. 

And putteth it in a secret place.] Though he was not a 
public declared worshipper of images, yet, if he did it pri- 
vately, in some closet of his own house, or in any other 
secret place, to conceal his wickedness, though he escaped 
the punishment of the law, which sentenced open idola- 
ters to death, yet he could not escape the vengeance of 
God. 

Andall the people.] Theforenamed Mischna and Targum 
say, that the people on both mountains answered Amen, 
both to the blessings and to the cursings ; which doth not 
agree with what goes before, ver. 12, 13. 

Shall answer and say, Amen.] Express their consent to 
it. For the word Amen, as the Talmudists say in Schebuoth, 
hath sometimes the force of an oath, sometimes only de- 
clares consent and approbation, and sometimes is used for 
the confirmation of any thing. An example of the first 
they think there is in Numb. v. 22. and they allege this 



place for an example of the second ; and for the third, 
Jcr. xxviii. G. 

Ver. 16. Cursed be he that setteth light by his father .and 
mother.] It is observed by interpreters, that, as the precept 
of honouring parents stands next to the commandment con- 
cerning the honour that is due to God, (Exod. xx. 12.) so 
the. curse pronounced against those who dishonoured them, 
is here placed next to the curse against worshippers of 
images. And' as idolaters were to be put to death, so 
were those that cursed their parents, (Exod. xxi. 17. 
Lev. xx., 9.) And I may add, from the foregoing words, 
that though they did it ever so secretly, they lay under 
this curse. > 

And all the people shall say, Amen.] But before this curse 
was pronounced, they had said Amen to the blessing oppo- 
site to it [Blessed is he that setteth not lightly by his father 
andmother], as was observed in the foregoing verse. And 
the same is to be noted concerning the following curses, 
which were preceded with a blessing, till they were all 
ended. 

Ver. 17, Cursed be he that removeth his neighbour's land- 
mark, &c] Against which there is an express precept in 
the foregoing part of this book, xix. 14. And Pellicanus 
well observes, that, by this particular instance of God's dis- 
pleasure against injustice, they were deterred from all en- 
croachments upon their neighbours' possessions. 

Ver. 18. Cursed be he that maketh the blind to wander 
out of the way.] By giving him wrong directions, or mis- 
leading him. (Sec Lev. xix. 14.) Some apply this, to 
giving pernicious advice to simple people; which is cer- 
tainly worse than misguiding of the blind, because it leads 
men into sin, as well as into danger. 

Ver. 19. Cursed be he that perverteth the judgment of the 
stranger, fatherless, and widow.] These three I observed 
before (xxiv. 19.) are commonly put together, as a para- 
phrase on the word poor: whose cause God himself under- 
takes to plead, (x. 18. and see Exod. xii. 21, 22.) And, 
therefore, all good lawgivers have taken special care of 
them, particularly of orphans; concerning whom Plato or- 
dains, that the conservators of the laws should be dvrl 
ytvriTopw, instead of their natural parents, and look after 
them so well, that they should not fare the worse for want- 
ing their fathers. (See lib. viii. de Legibus, fol. 926, &c. 
edit. Serrani.) 

Ver. 20. Cursed be he that lieth with his father's wife.] 
See xxii. 30. and Lev. xviii. 8. 

Ver. 21. Cursed be he who lieth with any manner of beast, 
&c] Exod. xxii. 19. and Lev. xviii. 23, This some of the 
Jewish doctors, out of an unaccountable pride, apply to 
the vulgar sort of their own nation (whom they call the 
people of the earth), as if they were no better than beasts, 
with whom they were not to marry. 

Ver. 22. Cursed be he that lieth with his sister, the 
daughter of his father, or the daughter of his mother, &c] 
This hath been explained also, Lev. xviii. 9. 

Ver. 23. Cursed be he that lieth with his mother-in-law, 
&c] See Lev. xviii. 17. and xx. 14. 

Ver. 24. Citrsed be he that smiteth his neighbour secretly, 
&c] Though it be but with his tongue, whereby he wounds 
the fame of an absent person. But the word smite is often 
used for killing, (Exod. xxi. 12. Lev. xxiv. 17.) Of which, 
if a man was guilty, though he committed the murder so 
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secretly, that he could not be put to death by the sentence 
of the judges, yet he lay under this heavy sentence of God. 

Ver*. 25. Cursed be he that taketh a reward to slay an 
innocent person, &c] This seems to have respect to the 
judges, who for money not only gave wrong judgment in 
other causes, but condemned those that were not guilty 
to death. (Sec Exod. xxiii. 7, 8. and in this book, x. 17. 
xvi.19.) 

Ver. 2G. Cursed be he tliat confirmeth not alt the words of 
this law to do them.] The word we here translate confirm, 
is more plainly translated perform, in 1 Sam. xv. 11. And 
so it certainly signifies here; the performing of what God 
commands, being a kind of establishment of the law, as 
disobedience is & subversion of it, and, as far as lies in the 
offender's power, an abolishing it, and taking it away. 
Therefore, the apostle exactly translates the sense of these 
words, Galat. iii. 10. Cursed is every one tJiat continueth 
not in all things, &c. w T here the apostle adds the word all 
(as the LXX. and the Samaritan did, even in St. Jerome's 
time), to expound the words of this law, to signify not 
merely all th&t is contained in these blessings and curses, 
but all things which are written in the book of the law. So 
that whether this whole hook (f. e\ all the laws contained in 
it) were to be written upon the pillars, or only these blessings 
and cursings, thematter comes to the same issue; bccause'all 
that is contained in this book is comprehended in this last 
curse, yea, all that is contained in the whole law of Moses. 
Therefore, it is not very material neither, whether only these 
curses and blessings w r cre recited upon Mount Gerizim and 
Ebal, or the whole law of Moses, from one end to the other, 
aboutwhich the Jews themselves differ. But they that are 



of the latter opinion, think it well grounded upon Josh. viii. 
33. where we read how Joshua carefully performed what 
Moses here enjoined. And, that his words might not be 
forgotten, Moses seems to have ordered the continuance 
of this solemnity every seventh year, in the twenty-ninth 
chapter of this book, ver. 10, 11, &c. 

The Mischna in Sota (which I have often mentioned), 
concludes this matter with these words: When the bless- 
ings and the cursings were ended, they brought stones and 
built an altar, which they plastered over, and wrote upon 
them all the words of this law in seventy languages. But 
I have shewn before, that the stones on which the law was 
written were different from the altar, and were erected before 
the building of the altar. The Gcmara there adds, (cap. 7. 
sect. 24.) That every one of the Israelites there present 
stood bound one for another (that is, for the whole com- 
pany), that they would observe these laws. Which I 
know not how they extract out of Moses's words; but 
their doctors frequently mention it in their books, and 
make this pious use of it, that, by virtue of this security 
which they gave for each other, every man was bound to 
reprove his neighbour if he saw him offend, unless he was 
content to undergo the punishment which was threatened 
unto the breach of God's laws, and come under the curse, 
(Lev. xix. 17.) And unto this they apply those words, 
they shall fall one upon another, (as we truly translate, Lev. 
xxvi. 37.) as if they signified, every one shall fall by his 
brother, that is, by his brother's crimes: for we all pro- 
mised, say they, (in the Gemara Sanhedrin, cap. 3. sect. G.) 
and engaged one for another ; and so from that time were 
punished one for another. 
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